















































1.2 Research Problem

This study seeks to investigate e socio-cultural factors underpinning maize farming
in Ethembeni Location, King William’s Town District. Maize is the most important grain
crop in this village. Local farmers produce maize for their subsistence needs and they
show interest in becoming commercial farmers in future. However, maize production in
this village has been declining due to socio-cultural and environmental factors. The
latter include land tenure, access to farming inputs, climate change, the level of
education of the farmers, labour migration and drought. Therefore, the study seeks to
investigate the following: What extent these socio-cultural factors contribute to

the decline of maize production in the study area?

Numerous studies have been done on 1 socio-cultural factors (Adams,
Cousins and Manona 1999; Ardingt 996; Arnon 1981; Bank and
Mabhena 2010; Bembridge 1986; Bunc and Masuku 2011; Mandikiana

2011; Paudel, Shrestha, and Matsuoka 2CSJJ#%&1l 2012; and Vorster 2007). These
researchers have placed spgfig} f@p;rﬁ?s An be reapé socio-cultural factors
influencing maize output. The generagRigianént depretedasy these scholars is that low
yields of maize output can be i ributed, among other things, to socio-cultural factors.
These include land tenure, access to credit, labour migration, household size and the
level of education. This study sought to show that there are other aspects that can
pose a threat to maize farming. These include climate change and infrastructure.
Farmers pointed out that maize production in the study area has declined because of
drought. They pointed out that maize needs plus minus 500 mm of water per season
to grow well and the study ar  experienced drought in the past three years. Maize
production in the study area also suffered because of poor levels of infrastructure
starting from roads for transp« ation to water supply, which are basic needs for the
operation and development of a society. This brings the researcher to the question of
how to transform a traditional maize farming, dominated by socio-cultural constraints,

into modern farming, that will increase maize production.












which was characterized by po rty because of deceased husbands and illiteracy.
She ended up being worried a  thought that maybe in future, a research of this
nature should be funded, even if it meant offering such small things as fertilizers and

other forms of encouragement to sustain farming.

There were also other touching events during data collection. At one time the
researcher arrived at a household headed by a widow where no one in the family was
employed. The woman was n yet old for the social grant and the home was
characterized by poverty and the family was working hard on land. In some
households the researcher was told that members of the family did not have means to
buy food or seeds and even electricity. The situation was sad but the researcher had

to be strong and give words of hope to"

During participant observation other ‘e uncomfortable around the
researcher. Others would change thei er presence or even lie about
what they believed. That introduced an <Nijjjjj%bias. She preached it throughout

the sojourns that she is not a sppgjpiigd, ﬁwr@fsmqqaﬁéleam. As time went by

she noticed that the informants wetedetsening tpcatidngere happy when she asked
practical questions, since they regarded them as easy for they were dealing with them

in their everyday lives. Others would even laugh at asking such easy questions.

1.6 Definition of Terms and Concepts
Empirical Research
Abercrombie, Hill, and Turner (1988) define empirical research as a research or theory

that can be tested by some kind of evidence drawn from experience.

Inheritance

Inheritance is the transmission of property following the death of its owner (Seymour-
Smith 1986).

Innovation

Innovation is the mechanism of creating of new ideas, new technologies, or new
behaviours which make social and cultural change and evolution possible (Seymour-
Smith 1986).





















entrepreneurship activities. The main focus of this stage for Kasanda (lbid) is to
ensure that investment levels are above 5% of the national income depending on
various sectors of the economy. he agricultural activities play an important role in the

process of transition or developr nt.

Thirdly, the ‘take-off stage’ is the most important and involves traditional attitudes and
social institutions being overcome and replaced with their Western equivalents.
Fourthly, the ‘drive to maturity : age’ is marked by export of manufactured goods to
the West as the country takes s place in the international trading system. Lastly,
development is achieved in the final stage which Rostow calls ‘the age of high mass
consumption’. In this stage, the majority of citizens live in urban rather than rural areas
and enjoy a comfortable lifest 2. Life high and most citizens have

access to health-care and free educatic ).

Both theories have explicit features tha splicability to the present study.
These features include the land and its oWggjjjj#*°cultivation and agriculture or rural
matters intended to further ag%%%fﬁ?ﬁt?ﬁ% Hﬁ}.%aditional laws to State
driven laws which are elite or e Ic2trettibiem ineeffance have been emphasized in
modernization theory as it is believed to have a huge impact in the development and
sustainability of agriculture. The argument in this study is that in Ethembeni location,
the residents (especially women) suffer a lack of equal distribution of land and
resources to sustain agricultural production particularly maize. Maize production in this

area has been stifled due to soc -cultural factors.

2.3Land Tenure

“Land is considered the most fundamental resource to the poor and is essential to

enabling them to lift themselves ut of poverty” (Mutangadura, 2003:3).

In the study conducted by the | hited Nations Economic Commission for Africa Office
for Southern Africa in 2003, it is revealed that land tenure insecurity is still widespread
in Southern Africa and it manifests itself in a number of ways. It appears in minority
groups in Botswana and Malawi in unclear or overcrowding in the form of high
population to land ration in Lesotho, Malawi and South Africa; in alienation into

leasehold in Malawi, Mozambique and Zambia; and in inappropriate and explosive
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workers and farm labour tenants in SA; in overcrowding in the form of high population
to land ratio in Lesotho, Malawi and SA; in land alienation into leasehold in Malawi,
Mozambique and Zambia; and in inappropriate and exploitative administrative
practices and limited women’s land rights in each of the study countries (Mutangadura
Ibid).

De Sousa Santos (2006), pointed out the fact that for a large portion of humanity, the
opportunity to produce depends on an ability to gain access to land. Despite
urbanisation an the imperatives of the market economy, it is the ability to at least
grow a small crop of staples e corn, beans, rice to supplement other forms of

income, such as wage labour or government welfare or pensions, which makes the

difference between many a family’s cag 1 @ meagre subsistence.
Fonjong (2012), also noted that the dy e arrangements have affected
community life and caused gender i gards to access to land. He

asserts that prior to colonization; this imp'ral resource was very accessible
to the poor and the underprivile[gqql{fé%ifggargf F&ctsiﬂxglfén countries have been
introduced through legal frameworKe jahhelr inae elimicéo be desired due to their
vagueness and lack of clarity. Implementation of laws related to land tenure has been
epitomized by administrative irregularities and misunderstandings between statutory

and customary authorities.

According to Cotula (1999), independent woman land rights which enable woman to
decide on the use of land and keep the proceeds from such use, are still a dream for
women in many countries, despite their increasingly central role in agriculture.
Woman'’s relationship with land is determined by customs and laws of inheritance and
marriage. If a woman does not inherit her father’s property, but is expected instead to
marry and move to her husband’'s land, she only has access to the land of her natal

and marital homes.

For Iruonagbe (2010), every community of people has its cultural and economic life
rooted in the soil it occupies. The term land may take on a major physical as well as
spiritual meaning. Land is a major production resource and lack of control over this
important resource has constituted a limiting factor to women'’s productivity. In addition

to Cotula’s statement, lruonagbe gives the following information:
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potential of growing biofuel crops and land that cannot sustain food crops, even less
fertile agricultural land may now 1ve value. Dissatisfaction and reduced availability of
water compound these issues. It also highlights that land is fundamental to the lives of
poor rural people and it is a source of food, shelter, income and social identity. Secure

access to land lessens vulnerability to hunger and poverty.

However, Funder (2001) makes it clear that it is important to know how the tenure
system works and how people in the area perceive it because the tenure system could
be a disincentive for intensifying the land use. If people in the area perceive their
rights to arable land to be uncertain, unreliable or in some way limited they may not

think that it is worth the effort to invest time and money in cultivating the land.

IFAD also point out that tenure issues & 1y choices of poor rural women
and men, such as which crops to grow ops are grown for subsistence
or commercial purposes. They influenc which farmers are prepared to

invest in the long-term wellbeing of the "G to adopt new technologies and

innovations. The lack of securg Igq¢ ég@tﬁiﬂ@ttfi‘(yﬁ dgedoates poverty and has
contributed to social instability and dardkétiey amyxpete sfethe world®.

The statement by Fredensborg-Rasmussen (2002) also agrees with IFAD that women
are the victims of landlessness in Africa. He argues that in Masindi (Uganda) where
land is abundant it is easier for the farmer to find unoccupied land and therefore the
majority of the farmers “own” the land they cultivate. It is also important to mention that
women often lack the right to own land, indicating that interviewed women claiming to

own the land probably refers to the ownership of the husband.

There is also evidence that | some areas, women are being pushed out of
smallholder agriculture. In Sout :rn Niger where land shortages have become critical
over the last 20 years, women and young unmarried men are no longer receiving a
parcel of land from the household head as used to be the custom. Previously, the
household head would give out land to his wife (or wives) for them to cultivate, the
production from this parcel was theirs to sell, allocate, or used as they wished with the

increasing shortage of land, wives are no longer given their own parcels. This is being

® See: IFAD and land issues, [Online] Available from
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limited extension support from government and other players®. This continues to
constrain the development of lack farmers. Farmers in the Amatole District
Municipality of the EC are amongst the most poor.Research conducted by the

Department of Agriculture in the\ 3:stern Cape confirms that:

e One third of EC households are involved in Home Production for Home
Consumption (HPHC);

¢ In the Amatole District Municipality, about 17% of the households are strictly
involved in agriculture, while 40% of the households are broadly involved in
agriculture;

e The research shows that agricultiiral haneahnldg gre also generally worse off
than those not involved in agricul

e Amatole has a poverty rate of 67

e 49.8% of the population living b ' line. The poverty in the area
therefore is higher than the natiOnav

e Finally, poverty is also cﬁarli ? rPEﬁl gy(ar}opgrioﬂwﬂlaq, éural poverty estimated
at 82.2% compared to 42 1%pletibAR AF3R% &he poverty rate is also much
higher among agricultural households (80.3%) than non-agricultural households
(65 %).

It is their view that large-scale land access and appropriate land use has the potential
to contribute to poverty eradication and to increase food security, but this potential will
only be realised if such a strategy forms part of a restructured rural economy. Isolated
ad-hoc projects that are not integrated and supported by the local economy have little
chance of achieving long-term success. Poor farmers need access to affordable
transport, abattoirs, nurseries, grain silos, grinding machines and other small

industries that can add value to agricultural production. Villages need to be linked to

%Zingisa Educational Project has a long history of working with the rural poor in the Amatole District
Municipality. Their experience over the years has convinced them that there is an urgent need to re-
conceptualise the export-oriented farming model. They believe that this model of farming is completely
inappropriate for low-resourced farmers, particularly in a hostile global context. where even exnerienced
commercial farmers are struggling to survive. [Online] Available from:
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Unfortunately what worked for farmers ten years ago may not have the same result
now. Everything is changing and faring styles need to change and farmers need to

adjust to better and more effective ways of farming” (SABC Education, 16-08-2012).

According to Nompozolo (2000) strong claims have been made for education as one
of the crucial variables in achieving economic growth, agricultural development and
human progress. Wharton (1963) quoted by Kepe (1992) states that education pushes
back cultural prohibitions, widens the scope for decision making because it broadens a
person’s ideas of the “possible”, adds new tastes and stimulates motivation. Education
also very often causes frustrations which may lead to political activity with his or her

own farm with its unique bundle of resources. It is no accident that in agriculture the

majority of innovations’ and inventions ym farmers themselves. Given
the physical and climatic heterogeneity aracteristic of agriculture, self-
discovery is an important ingredient in t ‘owth process.

Nicholson (1989) quoted by Komanisi (2‘3 noticeable difference between
the successful and the averagUﬁir{}%r @W??P'F(fﬁ'{eﬂﬁfé formal education. He
asserts that the study indicated fibgt hwo-thifde. 0f Albe successful farmers had
successful five years of formal schooling, while only about one quarter of the average
farmers never gone to school. le also contends that if completion of five years is
regarded as being the basic requirement for literacy and numeracy, then it is apparent
that most of the successful farmers were literate, while most of the average farmers as

compared to one-quarter of the successful farmers had received no schooling at all.

For Lutz (1998), despite their importance in agriculture, women usually have lower
levels of physical and human capital than men. In many developing countries, women
have a lower school enroliment. In the early 1980’s, average literacy rates for men in
developing countries were still illiterate. This disparity continues to be larger in rural
areas where educational attainment is lower. Laws governing women’s rights to land
and other property whether legal or customary typically provide them weaker rights to
land. Many religious laws also discriminate against women in land rights. Women'’s

rights under customary law in many African countries are allocated from their

"The generation of a new idea and its implementation of a new product, process, or service leading to
the dynamic growth of the national economy and increase of employment (Urabe et al. (1988:3).
®A technological innovation (Seymour-Smith, 1986:154).
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understood, their traditional roles and needs taken into account and their potential fully

explored.

2.5Labour Migration

Dashora (2010) writes that wom | contribute 50-60% of labour in farm production in
India. There is evidence to suggest that if agriculture were focused on women, outputs
could increase by as much as 10-20%, the ecological balance could be restored, and

food security of communities improved.

Dashora (lbid) further explain that in India, there are distinct male and female roles in

the rural economy. Women and girls engage in a number of agro-oriented activities

ranging from seedbed preparation, w ure and fruit cultivation to a
series of post-harvest crop processing 2aning and drying vegetables,
fruits and nuts for domestic use and fc yroportionate number of those
dependent on land are women: 58% rkers and 78% of all female

workers, and 86% of all rural :male wJJ# in agriculture. Female-headed
households range from 20% to gﬁﬁpémﬁyogiefl‘m (Mdpoves, deserted women as
well as women who manage farmdfigwhen theix idee ffigrate). Although the time
devoted by both women and me in agricultural activities may, in several communities
and agricultural situations, be ti en to be almost equal, women are dominant within
the domestic tasks. Rural Indian women are extensively involved in agricultural
activities, but the nature and extent of their involvement differs with variations in agro-

production systems'°.

Yemisi and Mukhtar (2009) also raised important points on why a large number of
women embark on agricultural activities. They state that prominent among such
reasons is that of being able to earn financial resources, as well as being a family
tradition and personal interest. 1e scenario whereby more and more of men, either
temporarily or permanently, migrate has caused a shortage of labour in rural areas. As
a result, more women are left behind to do much of the farm work as paid or unpaid
family labour. Other reasons that have been identified include ease of handling; lack of
other alternative occupations; acquisition of technical know-how; and husband’s

influence. It has been observed at religion and availability of funds or farming facility

' See: Women farmers: From seed to kitchen (Dashora 2010).
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Massey et al. (1993) in Kok, Bouare, and van Zyl (2003) identifies three economistic
approaches for labour migration, namely; institutional theory, cumulative causation
and migration system. These are, obviously, derived predominantly from an economic

perspective of international migr: on.
Institutional theory

Once international migration has begun private institutions and voluntary
organizations arise to satisfy the demand created by the imbalance the large
number of people who seek entry into capital-rich countries and the limited number
of immigrant visas these cou ries typically offer. This imbalance, and the barriers

that core countries erect to keep people out, create a lucrative economic niche

entrepreneurs and institutions dedi ing international movement to
profit, leading to a black market migi t al. 1993).
According to Kok et al (2004) the institt ents described by Massey and

his co-authors are important in p<Wg# international migration, and
institutionalisation becomes m{ﬁﬁ%y@f@r@{pﬁmt}{iﬁi@ factors that originally
caused migration. This theory is clebogatievant ki tiedeace of international migration,
but it may also play a role in some internal migration (especially where closed-city

measures apply, such as South Africa’ influx control policy under apartheid).

Cumulative causation

Not much needs to be said here except to note that causation is cumulative in the
context of migration when every 1igratory move ‘alters the social context within which
subsequent migration decisions are made, typically in ways that make additional

movement more likely’ (Massey et al. 1993).
Migration Systems Theory

In Massey’s et al (1993) interpretation, migration systems are relatively intense and
stable exchanges of goods, car al and people between certain areas (e.g. countries)

and less intense/ stable exchan: s between others.

Skeldon (1990), warns that a danger in applying these theories is that migration
becomes an independent varial : which not only regulates other societal changes but

ultimately controls itself. He pr ‘eeds to say that the macro-level economic factors
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type of agriculture that should be avoured or phased out in different parts of the
country, in view of current and prc :cted trends in climate, increasing water use, and

declining water availability (Blignai 1, Ueckermannband Aronson 2009).

2.8 Research Gap and Conclusio

This chapter intended to assist in better understanding of the research problem by
reviewing related literature from researches, books, thesis, articles and online journals.
Based on the literature that is reviewed in this chapter, it can be concluded that there
are gender differentiations of massive dimension within African Agriculture and rural
people generally need both sec 2 and individual rights to farm plots in order to

sustain their agriculture.

What is also of the importance ; tha »e encouraged to initiate and
maintain agriculture in their communitie rrcome poverty which is a very
strenuous challenge facing o comrfvpecificauy in rural areas and

unemployment is also a major c(r]z %@lwmﬁlﬁgfm[tgen calls for immediate

attention to expose people to grow ghstihtain theirceWedeed.

However, Horrigan, Lawrence, and Walker (2002) argue that farming is an important
part of every society. Sustainable economies are, in part, based upon sustainable food
systems which depend in part 1 on agriculture. Agriculture affects the environment,
human health, and even social order. Thus, any attempt to achieve sustainability must

set as priority the attainment of a more sustainable agriculture.

This study will help in understanding the factors that seem to interfere with agriculture
(maize production in particular) in the study area; it also identifies socio-cultural factors
which most of the researchers in the literature did not identify like the cultural beliefs
associated with land tenure, the attitude of farmers towards education associated with
farming, the feeling of the socie or individual households towards having a decline in
the agricultural production and the system of migration of youth of which the whole
situation that may have led to a possible decline in maize production in the study
areas. The study of this nature will help people from the study areas to make use of

their land to fight poverty and e researcher strongly believe that, awareness can
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Chapter Three: Research Methodology

3.1 Introd: :tion

This chapter presents the research methodology adopted in this study. It first outlines
the philosophy that underpins the approach taken during the research, discussing the
researcher’'s interpretivist stance to research and the consequent choice of a
qualitative approach. The next section discusses the rationale for the research design.
It also offers data collection methods used in the study, as well as the means used to
analyze the data. This chapter concludes with sections on the limitations of the

research and ethical considerations.
3.2 Philosophical approach

The present day study employed the int sophical approach. In Blaikie’s
(2007) elucidation, interpretivism had its o/ Sj®rmaneutics and phenomenology.
Various terms have been used @rﬁq;élfy;m &HcFayiritfagigralist or anti-positivist.
Its central belief is that there is a fuhdgei@eral diffexaiszbetween the subject matters
of the natural and social sciences. The study of natural phenomena requires a
scientist to invent concepts and theories for description and explanation; for it, a
scientist has to study nature from the outside. Through the use of theories, a natural
scientist makes choices about what is relevant to the problem under investigation
(Blaikie 2007).

Table 3.1 below displays the characteristics of interpretivism, as used in this study,
categorised into the purpose of the research, the nature of reality (ontology), nature of
knowledge and the relationship between the inquirer and the inquired-into
(epistemology) and the methodology used (Cantrell 2001) quoted by (Yuen 2005).
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know as much as possible about different aspects of an individual on the assumption
that the individual is typical of the group and hence will provide insight into the group
(Kumar 2011).

3.4.1 Population

A population is the theoretically : ecified aggregation of study elements'®. However,
Castillo (2009) pointed out that all research questions address issues that are of great
relevance to important groups of individuals known as research population. He
emphasized that a research pop! 1ition is generally a large collection of individuals or
objects that are the main focus of a scientific query. It is for the benefit of the
population that researches are done. H the large sizes of populations,
researchers often cannot test every i population because it is too

expensive and time-consuming.

For Castillo (Ibid), all research p« ulation I'Wn as a well-defined collection of
individuals or objects known to ﬁfﬁ%{sﬁ?ﬁ ﬁf%?:tsﬁsdfél individuals or objects
within a certain population usue ¢ ﬁgg@ heminal buiftng characteristics. Therefore,
the population in this research was composed of the local farmers of Ethembeni
location, King William’s Town. The researcher further considered other local farmers
who have been successful or better than Ethembeni farmers according to the

production of maize in Majali loc: on, King William’s Town'®.
3.4.2 Sampling Frame

The sampling frame is a list of the study population. In the words of Sapsford and
Jupp (2006) when a survey is set up, the sampling units are organised by the
researcher in sampling frame. A sampling frame is whatever is being used to identify
the elements in each sampling iit. Whatever the circumstances, the sampling frame
provides access to the individual elements of the population under study. Similarly,

Papantoniou (1992), indicates 1 at sampling frames are of vital importance because

See Yuen, T.F. 2005. Subject-matter Knowledge and Teacher’s Planning and Teaching.

Majali location is one of the neighbouring villages across Ethembeni location. Farmers of Ethembeni
suggested that the researcher should consult a chairperson of the Majali maize project which appears
to be far better in maize production in the area in order to get better understanding of the situation of the
decline of maize in Ethembeni.
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sample size if there is considerable non-response, ineligibility, or both. Not all the units
in the designated sample may need to be processed if productivity in completing
interviews is much higher than a icipated to achieve the final sample size (Shapiro
Ibid).

However, the final sample size of this study was fifty one (51) farmers of Ethembeni

t*! in Peelton who were

plus one male member (Chairpr son) of the Majali projec
believed by the farmers at Ethembeni to be more successful in maize production in the
area and they can be able to state their challenges in comparison to that of Ethembeni

and their success stories for the good recommendation of the study.

[y

The researcher chose Ethembel locati-~ “ - "7 because the research site is
easily accessible and gaining entry wa 3 an open access community.

Below is the demographic table of inforn in this study.

Table 3.2 Demographic Table of Infor. ..

A

26-32 Male Youth (Local farmer)
26-32 Female Youth (Local farmer)
26-32 Male Youth (Local farmer)
26-32 Fer e Youth (Local farmer)
33+ Male Key informant (Local farmer)
26-32 Female Youth (Local farmer)
26-32 Male Youth (Local farmer)

21During the apartheid era people in the Peelton community were involved in limited farming as
individuals, producing food for subsistence and food security. With the ‘dawn of freedom’ some decided
to ask the new government for support. They established a co-operative with the purpose of engaging
and lobbying the ECDoA. As a result, 2003, the community was identified to participate in the MFPP,
although the Sigxoth’ ndlala Maize Pr :ct, was a pre- existing project, formed many years before. In
2003 there were three groups in the community who were interested in participating in the MFPP.
However, the ECDoA was only able to support one project and a community meeting was convened to
identify one of the three groups. Sigxoth'ndlala Project was selected, comprising of thirty two (32)
people who had land, were involved in agriculture and were willing to use and combine their land for the
duration of the project. Of these 32 p ple, the majority were women, who are all still involved in the
project. Individuals were encouraged  continue farming for food security purposes using their own
yards to plant vegetables (Masifunde Education and Development Project Trust, 2010).
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Computer Assisted Qualitative D 2 Analysis Software (CAQDAS) in their quantitave

and mixed method studies.

In this study, analysis of the data was also carried out with the assistance of the SPSS
version 21 to run the data co :cted from smallholder farmers in Ethembeni to

generate descriptive statistics.
3.7 Ethical Issues

A primary consideration in any research study is to conduct the research in an ethical
manner, letting the community ki w that one's purpose for observing is to document
their activities (Kawulich, 2005). The following ethical aspects were considered in this

study.
3.7.1 Trustworthiness and Crec oility

“A primary consideration in any research svonduct the research in an ethical

manner, letting the communitmﬂy tp’ai 9"6‘f FHP‘ETI%PE pbserving them is to
document their activities” (Kawulich Zoget1@):

For this research, the researcher safeguarded the interests of the informants by
informing them exactly what the idy was about and what their contribution will entail
and they had the right to withdraw from the research at any stage. Secondly, she
made sure that she respecte confidentiality and anonymity. According to Bell (2005),
confidentiality is taken to mean that the participant will not be identifiable in any way to
any reader in the final report. Anonymity means that one would not be able to identify
the participant from his/her response or the data provided. In this study, the researcher
would ensure that she respects her informants’ rights to privacy and that their privacy
would not be breached. It must be stated that all the names in the data analysis

chapter of this research are fictionalized.

The traditional criteria for ens ing the credibility”® of research data objectivity,

reliability®® and validity are used in scientific and experimental studies because they

#Credibility in qualitative research is fined as the extent to which the data and data analysis are
believable and trustworthy. Credibility is analogous to internal validity, that is, how research findings
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agricultural infrastructure includes all of the basic services, facilities, equipment, and
institutions needed for the economic growth and efficient functioning of the food and
fibre markets. Infrastructure investment demands a strong commitment to the research
and co-operative extension system that enhances production, marketing, food safety,
nutrition, natural resource conservation, and all the other functions of different

agencies concerned with agricultural infrastructure (Venkatachalam 2003).

Venkatachalam (lbid) is also of the opinion that agricultural infrastructure plays an
important role especially in a developing country context where a larger percentage of
the poorer section of the society depends on this sector for subsistence. The growth

enhancing nature of the infrastructure warrants a closer scrutiny of the relationship

between the level of agricultural ¢ id the level of agricultural
infrastructure from the regional perspec mes importance because, the
agricultural sector plays a dominant role verty and the overall growth of
the agricultural sector and its componer th of agricultural employment,

income, output, etc largely depend on the Ié.stment made in infrastructure. In
other words, the level of infras[giﬁtwgl'ﬂgﬁjy adrifidptal $agter is one of the major
factors that could explain the regiohagdislentes e @fBalances in the agricultural
growth.

This section will discuss some of the infrastructure services in Ethembeni location;

these include, transport, social and community services, and local organization.

4.6.1 Trans rort

Warner and Kahan (2007) point out that rural roads are the only means of access
between farm and market in most parts of the region. Farmers and ranchers are
increasingly contending with traffic from urban areas as drivers use rural roads to
avoid congestion. (Compared to the regional average of 52 VMT per day and 30 VMT
or less per day where densities exceed 10 units per acre), continues to be a popular
product. While road improvements can help farmers and ranchers, the net impacts
may be negative if better roads also lead to speeding and incompatible development
in rural areas. Perhaps even more challenging is reaching agreement between cities

and counties on a "fair share" accounting of impacts to rural roads and apportioning
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the interest and development of the disadvantaged sectors of the rural population,

active support from government is essential

The majority of people at Ethem :ni location are Xhosa speaking people. However,
there is also a very small minority group of amaMfengu. From the discussion above, it
is clear that in the olden days, a iough they were illiterate traditionalists who called
themselves amagaba abomvu (t : red), they devoted themselves to work on their
land, it is said they dedicated their lives in farming their fields as this was the only
option of surviving with their fan ies. Nowadays, there seems to be a problem to
sustaining agriculture to most of the community members as the majority of the

members focus their economy on cash related work.

Land ownership at Ethembeni location is yecause women are unable to
access land although they seem to be e whole idea of farming. The
system of land tenure in this location ed. However, there are also

residents who have amafusi (land that is ) who claim that they have no
means of production to practiceUffﬁQ)'éq. -{{? 8%?%& mentioned that they
also have a system they use in the c@isg oftbpse Wetediemdwo are interested in farming
which involve borrowing from those who leave amafusi in their fields. Even the local
farmers’ projects do use this syste 1 because they need more land for their production.
However, another constraint was entified from this system because a person would
| leave his land for years and if yo borrow and make it fertile maybe even fence it, a

person would in no time want his land back, and so this practice is discouraging the

people who depend on borrowing land from other to cultivate.

4.7 Characteristics of Study Po| ilation
4.7.1 Personal Characteristics of Informants

This section discusses personal characteristics of informants which will include
gender, age, marital status, house-hold size, level of education, land tenure, labour
migration, household economy and possession of farming skill, maize production,

beliefs, and customs in agriculture.
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4.7.2 Gender of Informants

Figure 4.8: Gender Distribution of Informants

Gender Distribution of Informants

Male

‘emale
Figure 4.8 above indicates the gender di informants who participated in
the study. The study targeted 50 farmei ticipated in maize production.

The findings represent that the majority of {" il ants were females who appear to
be 60%(30) while males are only A5 P53 fye(jtrmednstv\le[af@,lnd to be the majority
in farming practices. The reason for 8§ {cthat riost Higles in the study area have
migrated to work in the mines and they come back home after a long time leaving
females behind to look after the children. Females found farming as a gateway to be
able to provide for their families while their husbands are away. Nonetheless, this has
become a tradition in the study area that after getting married a woman shall work in
the fields with her husband or while the husband is working in the urban areas. This
proves a statement made by the Economic Commission for Africa Southern Africa
Office, Lusaka, Zambia in their 2013 report on /and tenure systems and sustainable
development in southern africa at in South Africa, Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi,
Mozambique, and Zambia, women are still discriminated against with regard to
independent ownership and control of land in both customary and statutory land
tenure systems. Yet more than 50% of women in the countries live in rural areas
and derive their livelihood from agricultural production. Similarly, Mandikiana
(2011) argued in his research findings that there are fewer men in agriculture because

they part take in non-agricultural activities such as brick making and car repairs.
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methods but seem to be willing to change their methods and apply the morden
technology because they see cle ly that things have changed clearly and need to be
improved. It is generally acknowledged that “education is one of the foremost agencies
of acculturation renewal and in vidualization for society as a whole and for its
members” (Benvenuit 1962) cited by Komanisi (2007:8). Therefore, if the majority of
the members of a society lack education, it is likely that more members will tend to
hold on to their beliefs and superstitions even if they are no longer working for them.
The figure below shows the resp ise of the informants when they were asked if they

agree that education plays a role in agriculture.

Figure 4.12: Impact of Education on Agriculture

fes

No

About 40 (80%) informants resp ded that they are aware that education plays a
pivotal role in agriculture. One informant emphasized that their crops are only suffering
now because they ick information and knowledge to apply new tools that have come
with technology and above all, the have no means of resources and it is not easy for
them to communicate effectively v h their government and today they do believe that

issues of this nature required educated people.

4.7.6 Land Tenure

Ethembeni is a relatively traditional area where local headmen, counsellors are still
seen as legitimate local authority structures and continue to take responsibility for
decision making around access to, and use of land and other natural resources. The

local population is also relative stable. The farmers were interviewed on the
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5.7 Recommendations for Implementation

In view of the previous findings, the following recommendations are made:

Both women and men must be given the same opportunities to enrich
themselves in agricultural production;

There should be programmes offered by government departments like the
Department of Agriculture or Department of Education to empower youth
to participate in sustaining agriculture, especially the maize production
programme, even in schools, teachers must teach the children how

important it is to grow and sustain their own food without wasting any

resources;

The system of land ownership ea needs to be changed to
accommodate single women 1« to land so as to maintain
maize farming. The local leader: ent councillors should view

the issue of land ownership seriSQ® grant women rights of land
essential for sustainablmiigeitgig}bgﬁammfese who are married
gained access through marricays;

Old people need to adapt to the new technology that come with education
through workshops an trainings offered by the department of
Agriculture;

The people in the study area need to be given land rights and sufficient
knowledge as to how they can develop further;

A channel of communica n needs to be developed among government
officials and local famers so that famers can be assisted where possible;
The current farmers need to be funded with a tractor and planter to make
their farming easy and possible to grow bigger;

The government shoul provide these public services to people;
buildings of community halls, and renovation of the primary and high
school;

The government and other NGOs assist in the development of
infrustructure in rural are ;. Roads need to be developed for the farmers

to be able to transport their produce to the markets in town.
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