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20th CENTURY MUSIC:
Question 1;

1.1 Three schools of music made up 20t century music — Impressionism, Expressionism
and Neo- Classicism. Below are names of composers and artists. Say which school of
thought each composer or artist came out of: Impressionism, Expressionism or Neo —
Classicism.

1.1. Claude Debussy

1.2. Arnold Schoenberg

1.3. Oscar- Claude Monet

1.4. Pablo Picasso

1.5. Maurice Ravel

1.6. Alban Berg

1.7. Igor Stravinsky

1.8. Edvard Munch (8)

1.2 Explain each school of music/art thoroughly, including the differences between
the 3. (15)

Question 2: Arnold Schoenberg

2.1 Arnold Schoenberg invented the 12-tone system. Explain what this is. (3)

2.2 Complete a full tone row starting on a G. (10)




Question 3: Alban Berg & his Violin Concerto

Study the tone row of Alban Berg’s Violin Concerto:
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2.1.1 What major chords are evident in it?

2.1.2 What minor chords are evident?

2.1.3 What scale appears in it?

2.2 What traces of neo-classicism do we see in this work?

2.3 What folk song does he include in this concerto? Is it based on the tone row?
2.4 What opera did he lay down to compose this work?

2.5 Who did Alban Berg dedicate this work to and why?

Question 4; Bela Bartok & Concerto for Orchestra

3.1 What is a concerto?
3.2 What is sonata form?
3.3 Whatis a fugue?

3.4 Would you term Bartok a “Nationalistic composer”? Motivate your answer.

(2)
(4)
(3)
(3)

3.5 Why did Bartok call his work “Concerto for Orchestra” when it wasn’t a concerto

in the typical sense of the word?

3.6. What was YOUR favourite movement in this work and why?

Question 5: Dimitry Shostakovich & Symphony no. 7

4.1. There is a link between Bartok’s “Concerto for Orchestra” and Shostakovich’s
“Leningrad” (Symphony no. 7). Explain what this link is in detail.

4.2. What was happening in the world when this piece was composed?

4.3. Would you call Dmitry Shostakovich a Nationalistic composer? Motivate your
answer.

Question 6: General

6.1 Give another narme for Aleatory Music.

(3)
(4)

(2)

(1)

6.2 What instrument conjured up the bygone world of myths and legends for Claude

Debussy?

(2)



6.3 Igor Stravinsky’s ballet “The Rite of Spring” was offensive to many audiences at the
time and music critics criticized it for having “cruel dissonances”. Explain what
dissonant chords are. 2)

6.4 What was characteristic about the rhythm in 20t century music? (2)

6.5 New instrumental techniques became characteristic of 20t century music. Explain
what these techniques were, according to the following groups/ instruments.

6.5.1 Woodwind intruments
6.5.2 Brass

6.5.3 Percussion

6.5.4 Piano

6.5.5 Strings (10}

6.6 Explain John Cage’s piece 4’33”. (3)

6.7 Why was Maurice Ravel given the nickname “The Swiss Clockmaker”? Give two
reasons. (2)

6.8 What is a Bolero? (2)

Grand Total: 100



