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Sectien A: Multiple cholce questions (10 marks)

1. Normative ethics
2} is 2 svstematic reflection on specific moral dilemmas.
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b1 is a retlection on the nature of ethics as such. More paiticulazly: an analvsis of ethical
questions. language and concepts.
¢} is a svsiematic reflection on specific moral dilemmas.

d) is svstematic reflection on moral theories concerning what people should belisve to be

3. Kant [imits the discussion of the moral character of actions to intentions and does not
consider comsequences crucial. because:

a. The consequences are ofien out of our conirel and are valued differently by different
people.

b. Onlv those actions based on universalizable motives are moral actions.
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c. Moral decisions are cenditioned by ene's culture and by how one is raised.

d. Every time someone acis. he or she has a motive: but there are not always conseguences 10
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4. What does the "principle of utiliny” sax:

a) a minmum amount of pleasure |

5. John Corvino argues against several ways in which people argue homosexuality is

Barmiful. The following is NOT one he discusees tn his article:

¢) hamm 1o the church

Ay harm 1o children

6.Which of these is NOT a field of applied ethics?

a)legal ethics

TWhat {sthe mean of moderation between greediness and wastefulness?
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djeuriosity.

& What is applied ethieg?

a)lt 15 an apalysis of ethical questions. language and concepts.
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bilt is a svstematic retlection on moral theories concerning what people should beli
right and wrong

¢t is not a reflection on moral theories. but a reflection on the nature of ethics as such.

dilt is a branch of ethics which consists of the enalysis of specific. controversial mora] issues.

%.Bentham's utilitarianiem is different from J. S. Mill's version by virtue of Mill's

emphasis on:
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a1The happiness of gl crestures affected by actions. versus the heppiness experienced by
fay! 3 apr ;

humans.
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DI oW zClions done to achigve happiness are in fact desired as opposed w being desirable,

¢1The concern Tor the gualiiative character of happiness versus simply the quantiative,
diThe number of people 2ilected versus the intensity of pleasure experienced by those

a) Can they reasen?
b) Can thev 1alk?
¢) Can thev suffer?

d) Can they act moraily?

Section B: Introduction to ethies {12 marks]

1. arethe two subsections of Axiology? Explain what eacl: means in one sentence. [2

marks]
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2. Whatis the conclusion Barry Schvwartz argues for in his arvicle *Stop the

rreadmilli™? What are his main reasons (le. his premises) for this conclusion?
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Do yvou agree with his conclusion? Give reasons for vour answer, [4 marks]
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What is the difference between a factual and a value judgment? Give an example
of each tvpe of judgment. {4 marks]

4. WWhat is the relationship between ethics and the law? [2 marks]

Secrion C: Utilitarfanism (18 marks)

L. What is Mill's objection to the quantitative measurement of pleasure by
Bentham? What does he propese instead, and why? [3 marks]
1. Explain the difference between act (classical) and rule utilitartanism. [3 marks]

3. Why is Utilitarianism 2 revelutionzary ethical system? [2 marks]

Apply Utilitarianism to the following case. Give vour answer in the form of an
argument,

Sam visits senile dyving aunt in hospital, his only refative. Coincidently, as ke enters
bospital, there are five cases of emergency — five important much loved people

need organs — heart, kidneys, lung, liver. Doctors take Sam’s organs, for nobody
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will miss Sam. except his cenile aunt. Whartwould the urilitarian sayv? Do vou agree

with the utilitarian’s conclusion? {10 marks]

Section D Deontolozy 119 marks]
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Explain the difference berween rule utilitarianism and deoutology. [3 marks]
Give a definition of Decntology [T mark]

Compare 2nd contrast kant's first version of the categorical fiperative “Act
onlv according to that maxim by which vou can at the same time will that it
should become 2 universal law,” and Jesus® Golden rule. Do onto athers as vou
would have them do unte vou.” {3 marks]

If vou saw vour neighbour's house was on fire, 2ad vou rushed over to help out of
svmpathy, what would kant say about the moral worth of vour 2et? [2 marks]
Ir The Queen v. Dudley and Stephens (1884) law case, four men stranded in a
iifeboat without feod or water. Three of the men kad children, one was a boy of
17 without z familx. In order to eccape death from hunger. the three men killed
the bov for the purpose of eating his flesh. They were found guiltv of murder.
Question: Was the verdict (vhat they are guilty of murder) morally right? Judge

this case by applving deontelogy. Remember 1o include 2 formal argument in
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ranswer. {10 marks]

Virtue Ethies (2% marks)

1.
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What are the three central concepts emploved in virtue ethics? [3 marks]

What is pracuieal rationality according to Aristotie? [3 marks]

Application of the model of virtue ethics: look at the following ethical dilemma,
and explain how one would go about judging the different cases according to virtue
ethics. Give vour answerin the form of an argument. [15 marks — 3 marks for each

case]

Case: Animal rights

Peter Singer argues for the extension of moral standing to some non-human beings

hecause they are sentient beings. Consider examples:

& Example I: Experimenting with animals.



i Example I: Slaughtering animals

® Example 3: Using animals

Anpplied Erhies (20 marks)

There are many informal settlements around us even todav. so many vears after
the end of Apartheid. Some of these informal settlements have been declared
illegal by provincial governments. and have been marked for demolition. Is it
morally right for the provincial government to evict pecple from informal
settiemnents that have been declared illegal, without providing an alternative?
This was the subject of a landmark case, Governnieni of ifie Republic of South
Africa and Otliers Vs Grootboom and Oiliers, decided by the Constitutional Court
in 20006,

Asalawver arguing on either side of this case, how would you argue in favour of
vour client? Is it morally right for the government to evict people from informat
settlements without providing alternatives? Use one. or 2 combination of more
than one. of the ethical theories discussed in clase (utilitarianiso. decntelogy.
African communitarianism and the relationality thesis) to argue vour poine. {10

miarks]

Name five wavs in which people might argue that homosexuzlity is wrong because
it is ‘unmatural'? Explain very briefly what is wrong with each argumient

according to John Corvine. {10 marks]
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