







































































































































































Relative Gratification Condition

A recent survey on mental wellbeing conduced by the “Mental health and functional
disorders” research team of the Medical Research Council of South Africa (MRC)
indicated there is an alarming increase in the number of South Africans suffering from
mental issues such as depression, anxiety, alcohol and substance abuse, and relational
problems as a reason for the economic problems in South Africa. These results will

impact the demand for university graduates in the next few years. The results were

immediately reported to the Departmer Sunday Times Newspaper, 06
May 2007, reported that Professor Bowr wres are not only alarming. Let
me be frank, the figures are terrifying”. him saying, “It is crunch time,
there is no time to waste. Therefore the s to merge all resources on the

training and employment of Bachelor ot 'ice graduates in various societal

areas such as schools, hospit@snliolice stqttionsj chnquui}_xI centers and churches, in
order to, firstly, address the so% jé?lffér ﬁ?ﬂil SHSHES graduates are the only

professionals trained to help people to deal with and overcome mental issues efficiently. I
might repeat myself, but the situation is severe and we do not have much time for long
debates.” The Department of Health promptly initiated talks with other Departments such
as Education and the Department of Finance and Economic Affairs. The Sunday Times
interviewed the Health Department’s spokesperéon and reported that the Department of
Health, Department of Economic Affairs and Department of Higher Education agreed
that the number of Bachelor of Social Science graduates in training and the number of
Bachelor of Social Science graduates employed by the Public Sector will more than
double from 8000 today to 19000 in four year time. Experts expect within the next four
years an increase in job opportunities for Bachelor of Social Science graduates which will
outshine the increase of job opportunities for Bachelor of Commerce graduates in the last
ten years. According to the Sunday Times one of the experts concluded: “Since the
mental wellbeing was identified as the reason for the economic problems in South Africa,
the demand for Bachelor of Social Science graduates will greatly exceed the demand for

Bachelor of Commerce graduates, in order to alleviate these problems”.
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Low Status Relative Deprivation

There is a common belief that social science students have a lower status than science
students. This widely held belief has been confirmed by a range of studies over the years.
A recent study was conductedv 1n South Africa early this year by the Research Council of
South Africa, which once again provided evidence that social science students occupy a
lower position in comparison to science students. The report confirms that Students
enrolled in social sciences have less job opportunities than science students; social
science students occupy lower positions in the work field than science students; and

social science students have lower earning potential than science students.

The question is: How are the job opp . science students going to be
affected by the world economic reces year the International Labour
Organization (ILO) published a Report « rldwide employment crisis due

to the recession. The ILO reported that as 2 " JJ# global economic recession, more
than 50 million jobs worldw[ch-ﬁ@]éiegﬁgy aiexﬁéfﬁqefalfébad news for South
African social science graduates. IT0 _phitémor:geierak Jearc8omavia cited results from
the latest Job Development Trend Analysis South Africa, which basically states that over
the next 5 to 10 years, job opportunities for social scientists will decrease drastically
whilst the job opportunities for scientists will increase remarkably in South Africa.
Consequently, the demand for social science graduates is expected to drop to half of that

of science graduates in South Africa.
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