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Instructions
Answer all questions.
Read all questions carefully and identify exactly what is needed in your answer.
Please check mark allocation to determine the length and detail of your answers.



QUESTION 1: MULTIPLECHOICE QUESTICNS [20]

1.1 Which one is NOT the feature of capitalist mode of production that the media adheres to?
A. Pluralism
B. Mass production and the distribution of commodities and capital-intensive technology
C. Managerial organization of highly specialized division of labour.

«D: Cost-effectivity as the criterion of success, in other words maximization of profit.

1.2 Which economic strategy is explained in this sentence: Creating a product for multiple media
use and distribution. For example, a radio soap opera provides the basic screenplay for a
television soap opera, which can be reworked for a film.

(a3 Horizontal integration
b. Vertical integration
c. Rationalization of consumption
d. None of the above

1.3 What are the reasons why the South Afiican broadcasting system functioned as one of the
most politicised broadcasting systems in the world during the apartheid era?

A. The apartheid system dictated policies for the benefit of a small minority of the
population - the only section entitled to a vote.
B. Government's Department dictated policies without consultation.
C. The same Department acted as a Regulatory organ functioning with no regard to public
__ consultation and due processes.
\9} Aand B
E. All of the above

1.4 Political economy of media focuses on the business nature of the media because of...

Z& It has been found out that media is increasingly practiced as business with emphasis on
e profit.
B. Media is practiced less as a production of culture that emphasis the meaning and quality.
C. Some of the media business entities include advertising, entertainment and the internet.
D. None of the above.
E. All of the above.

1.5 Which year did.the parliament approve the terms of the IBA's Triple Inquiry and endorsed
the view that the SABC retain three Television channels, 11 radio stations in various
languages, four commercial stations and one utility channel.

A. 1995
B. 1996
(C) 1993
D. 1994

1.6 What does HDI stand for in the context of media ownership?
A. Hostage Deterrent Initiative
B. High-Dimensional Integration
C. High Definition Imaging

. Historically Disadvantaged Individuals



1.7 The MDDA is responsible for publishing annual reports on what aspect of South African
media?
A. Broadcast content
B. Media advertising
C. Media education
D. Mass media ownership and control
1.8 What is the focus of Political Economy (PE) in media studies?
A. The production, distribution, and consumption of media.
B. The aesthetics of media texts.
C. The history of media technology.
D. The interpretation of media symbols.
1.9 What is a challenge of starting a new media business?
A. Tt guarantees immediate audience engagement and success.
. It can be initiated with minimal investment and no regulations.
¢+ It requires substantial capital and regulatory compliance.
It is primarily based on creative skill without financial risk.
Liberalization in the media sector aims to:
Reduce regulations on existing media companies.
Limit the number of new entrants in the media industry.
Increase governmental control over media content.
Expand the number of participants in the market.
What does the term 'hybrid businesses' imply in the media context?
Media is solely focused on the print industry.
Media businesses are not influenced by technological changes.
Media operates across various markets, products, and technologies.
Media strictly adheres to one type of product.
What is a characteristic of media as a business according to McQuail?
Media products are highly predictable in popularity.
Media operates solely on low-risk investments.
Media involves a high level of creativity and uncertainty.
Media businesses do not require any capital investment.
1.13  What does privatization in the media context generally involve?
Selling off state-owned media enterprises to private owners.
Restricting access to media for lower-income audiences.
Increased government funding for media outlets.
Enhancing public media services through government initiatives.
In media economics, 'commercialization’ refers to:
Increasing governmental subsidies for media organizations.
Enhancing quality and diversity in media offerings.
Encouraging public service motivations in media content.
Replacing public interest-driven regulation with market-driven standards.
1.15  Which economic strategy focuses on creating products that can be reused across different
media platforms?
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1.18

Concentration of media ownership.
Vertical integration.
Liberalization of media markets.

4 Horizontal integration.

What role do competition regulations play in South African media ownership?
Eliminate private ownership opportunities

Increase foreign ownership

Promote equity and efficiency in media operations

Limit community radio licenses

What is the primary public broadcaster in South Africa?

Multichoice

SABC (South African Broadcasting Corporation)

Mediavision

. Etv

Which economic strategy is explained in this sentence: Creating a product for multiple

media use and distribution. For example, a radio scap opera provides the basic screenplay
for a television soap opera, which can be reworked for a film.
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Horizental integration

Vertical integration

Rationalization of consumption

None of the above

Which one is NOT the feature of capitalist mode of production that the media adheres

A. Pluralism
B. Mass praduction and the distribution of commodities and capital-intensive
technology

_C. Managerial organization of highly specialized division of labour.

D Cost-effectivity as the criterion of success, in other words maximization of profit.
What are the reasons why the South African broadcasting system functioned as one of
most politicised broadcasting systems in the world during the apartheid era?

A. The apartheid system dictated policies for the benefit of a small minority of the
population - the only section entitled to a vote.

B. Government's Department dictated policies without consultation.

C. The same Department acted as a Regulatory organ functioning with no regard to
public consultation and due processes. '

(D) AandB

E. All of the above

QUESTION 2: SHORT QUESTIONS [30]

2.1 List 4 normative theories of press and explam at least 2 ofthelr assumptions [12]
2.2 Explain the terms below: [8] RS S sl

2.2.1
2.2.2
2.2.3

functionalism [2] -
Media pluralism [2]
Representation [2]



2.2.4 Political Economy [2] o
2.3 List and explain at least 5 characteristics of media as business [2x5 marks=10]

QUESTION 3: AN ESSAY ON THE ROLE OF SOCIAL MEDIA IN DEMOCRACY [30]
Background

Social media and facilitation of public sphere is one of the assumptions of liberal democracy in an
active civil society. The media has always been one of the active role players in facilitating a civil
society. The rise of digital media, associated with social media meant that media became more
interactive and once again raised questions about the role that social media can play in facilitating
a public atmosphere.

In this essay, discuss the use of social media to facilitate public sphere in a developing society,
based on the following main sections/ points and by way of using practical examples from the
South African experience/circumstance:

Introduction [5]

The potential of social media to facilitate the public sphere. [5]
The potential of social media to facilitate activism. [5]

South African examples focusing on “#MustFall” campaigns. [10]

Conclusion [5]
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