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: PROBLEM STATEMENT AND BACKGROUND TO THE STUDY
11 INTRODUCTION

Local government in the Republic of South Africa is responsible for the
provision of democratic and accotjntable government for local communities. It
is a sphere of government which is mandated to ensure the provision of
services to communities in a sustainable manner. As a sphere it is composed
of different types of municipal 1etropolitan, district and local

municipalities.

The immediate shori-term go es is to provide services to
satisfy the basic services such as atlon health and electricity. The

medium term goal is 8 ﬁi%dre i |cef 19 stjftﬁ elggnomlc growth in the
communities, and the Iongﬁgbgﬁgﬁ%%%%ml and equitable access to

services for all local residents.

In terms of the Constitution of the Republic of South Africa, 1996, “..a
municipality must strive, within its financial and administrative capacity to
achieve the objects of local government” which inter alia, entail sustainable
delivery of public services. However, financial and administrative capacities of
many municipalities are constrained by the fundamental economic principle of

scarcity of resources.

The rapid growth urbanization since the repulsion of separate development
policies under Apartheid have resulted in insurmountable backlogs in service
delivery which require huge sums of financial resources to eradicate. These
backlogs have been met with an unfavourable high unemployment rate and
poverty. These variables have in turn escalated other social challenges such
as crime and HIV/AIDS resulting in an upsurge of indigent households who
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