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SACP: election date -- needed 
Daily Dispatch Reporter 

EAST LONDON - Bor­
der communists called 
for a firm election date 
for a new government in 
South Africa during 
their congress held at 
Fort Hare University at 
the weekend. 

In his address, the 
deputy national chair­
man of the South Afri­
can Communist Party 
(SACP), Mr Raymond 
Mhlaba, said next year 
should be a year for 

democratic elections. 
Winning elections would 
give the people a right to 
govern. 

Mr Mhla ba said the 
SACP should come up 
with its own programme 
of action and not duplic­
ate what the other alli­
ance members were 
doing. 

The party noted with 
concern efforts to dis­
credit it by other politi­
cal parties and the 
media. 

Mr Mhlaba said the 
SACP's active mem­
bership had grown from 
27 000 to 40 000. 

He appealed to SACP 
members to face the 
challenges lying ahead 
with determination. 

The congress resolved 
to build a strong party 
from branch level and to 
be involved in all peace 
efforts, including efforts 
in Ciskei. 
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MCI celebrat~ ith 
art from Fort Hare 
INCREASINGLY over this 
century, the name of lead­
ing industries has become 
synonymous with the spon­
sorship of the arts. 

So it is most fitting that 
the Midland Chamber of In­
dustries (MCI) celebrating 
its 75th anniversary this 
year should be sponsoring 
an exhibition. 

Director B S Matthew 
says that the thought be­
hind bringing a fine collec­
tion of contemporary black 
South African art to Port 
Elizabeth was to make the 
MCI celebration Port 
Elizabethan in content and 
an event in which the re i­
dents of the city could par­
ticipate. 

The collection, to be 
hown in the King George 

VI Art Gallery annexe, 36-
38 Bird St , i part of the 

permanent collection of the 
University of Fort Hare 
usually on view in the De 
Beers Centenary Art Gal­
lery on the campus. 

It has many fine exam­
ples of works by well 
known and lesser known 
artists, and art lovers are 
sure to be both surprised 
and delighted by the 
freshness and of ten re­
markable sophistication 
displayed in these works. 

The exhibition will be on 
view to the public from 
November 25 for two 
weeks. 

Hours for viewing ar 
from 8.30am to 5pm Mon­
day to Friday, and 8.30am 
to 4.30pm on Saturday. 

The official opening is by 
invitation only on Novem­
ber 24 when the peak r 
will b Govan Mbeki. 
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Young 
artists' 
work 

• on view 

RIGHT: A young artist and 
his work. Grey Standard 8 
pupil Lourens Moorcroft, 
16. with two of his selected 
works on display at the Port 
Elizabeth Technical College 
Child Art exhibition in Bel-

mont Terrace. 
Picture:! SAM MAJE LA 

LEFT: Like grandfather, like 
grandson. Lizo Pemba, a 
first year art student at the 
University of Fort Hare, is 
holding a two-week exhibi­
tion of his Works - includ­
ing this self-portrait - at 
the Highbury Gallery in Mili- , 

tary Road, Port Elizabeth. \ 
The exhibition opens at 
5.30pm on December 3. 
Grandfather George Pemba 
of Motherwell was famous 

for his township works. 
Picture: 8-JA Y PIERCEY 
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Cal t · estuct re 
State institutions 
KGATI SATHEKGE 
Staff Reporter 

THERE is a need for collective 
restructuring of State institu­
tions that serve as custodians of 
African Languages and 
Culture. 

This call was made yester­
day at the State Library, by Dr 
Gideon T Sirayi of the Centre 
for Cultural Studies at the Uni­
versity of Fort Hare, during 
the official launch of the new 
Xhosa bibliography published 
recently by the State library. 

Dr Sirayi also called for the 
democratisation and transfor­
mation of such institutions and 
called on the library to utilise 
the servkt!s vf mor1:: /', fria::;.s 
familiar with the indigenous 
languages and culture in similar 
work in the future. 

He said State structures like 
language boards have to _be 
abolished and replaced with 
democratic structures. 

He also called for a struc­
tured and affirmative approach 
and1rtbe equitable distribution 
of funds for the publication of 
bibliographjes. 

The bibliography of the 
Xhosa language was pioneering 
work - the result of 11 years 
of hard labour by Dr Sirayi, the 
late Mrs M A Peters of the 
State libra....ry, and Mr Peter 
Bothrna, who recently retired 
from the library. 

Library Director Dr P J _Lor 
said the bibliography combmed 
publications and important 
manuscripts in the x_hosa !an­
guage, hitherto listed m various 

Picture: WALTER PITSO 

Dr Gideon T Sirayi of the Centre for Cultural Studies 
at Fort Hare University, with Mr Peter Bothma who 
recently _re!ired from the State Library, with the 
Xhosa b1bllography both did pioneering work on. 

bibliographical sources, into 
one book. 

The book also traced the de­
velopment of writtel1 Xhosa 
during the 19th and 20th 
centuries. 

He said it took 11 years of 
patient searching and checking 
by a te~m of librariam to track 
down the publicat,om listed in 

the bibliography. 
The late Mrs Peters trav­

elled extensively in the Hogs­
back area in the Eastern Cape, 
where many missionaries began 
their work among the Xhosa 
people in the 19th century. 

Early publications in Xhosa 
contained many tracts and 
translations of the Bible. 
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Mayor·, 

Mbeki 
attend 
art show 

• opening 
By MZIWAKBE BLANGANI 
ART treasures retrieved 
from Fort Bare University 
were displayed for the first 
time at the 75th anniver­
sary of the Midland Cham­
ber of Industries in Port 
Elizabeth last night. 

The exhibition of con­
temporary black art, 
drawn from works perma­
nently housed at the De 
Beers Art Gallery, Fort 
Hare, include the works of 
BO-year-old Port Elizabeth 
artist Georp Pemba. 

Opening the exhibition in 
Port Elizabeth last night, 
ANC veteran Govan Mbet1 
described the display, val­
ued at RlfJO 000, as the 
"heritage.left for those who 
come after us". 

The abibition is being 
held at tbe King George VI 
Art Gallery. 

It will be open to the pub­
lic today and nm for two 
weeks. Included are pic­
tures of township life. 

Port Elizabeth MayQI' 
Koos Nel and UDiYeraity of 
Fort Rare African Studies 
Department Professor E J 
de Japr were among thole 
who attended the opening. 

Paying tribute to Mr 
Pemba, Mr Mbekl uld lt 
was difficult for most 
people to understand that 
the works vten4 depleted 
the eondltimll from wblch 
he oame. 

It was a onderful col­
lection and 41,teted CODdt­
tlOIII the path trav­
elled, for tllOle wllo came 
after to haff pride aad 
mo¥efetoward. 

Ur --~~ ...... 

 

 



UNIVERSI'IY OF FO.RT HARE 

ADDRESS BY DR NELSON MANDELA 
l 

PRESIDENT OF THE AFRICAN NATIONAL CONGRESS ON RECEWING AN ! 
HONORARY LLD DEGREE AT THE UNWERSITY OF FORT lljillli, 9 MAY 1992 j 

Mr Chancellor, Comrade O R Tambo, Reverend and long-standing leader of our people 

Mr Vice-Chancellor and Rector, Professor SM E Bengu 

Chairperson of the University Council, Professor Francis Wilson, 

Members of the University Staff and Students, Friends 

It is a great honour that this University bestows on me, and through me on the African 

National Congress and all democratic organisations dedicated to the creation of peace. 

This happens at a time · of transformation, a time of change or prospective change in 

South Africa as a whole as well as in this University. We all have a responsibility, 
' ,. 

wherever we are to contribute to the successful outcome of this process in the institutions 

where we are, as well as in the country as a whole. 

This ceremony takes place at a moment of decision for our country. Eithe/~e move 

forward to democracy and peace, or into ever-increasing violence - the fruits of years 

of apartheid. Either the people govern, establish a truly democratic state and ensure that 

the violence ends and that there is no reason for fratricidal warfare, or we consent to the 

continued rule of those responsible for apartheid, those responsible for Bantu Education, 

poverty, malnutrition, landlessness, homelessness and all the crimes of apartheid. 

Clearly, there is only one future that we can contemplate and that is for us to take our 

place amongst the democratic nations of the world. That is the precondition for peace. 

Without democracy there cannot be peace. 

It is a moment of decision. But who makes that decision? For all the talk of 

negotiations, our experiences with the Government continue to leave the impression that 

they do not think that the decision is one for the people of South Africa. 

We and other organisations put our -positions. We have diverse perspectives and our 

views may represent that of a smaller or greater constituency. 

These positions will be more or less carefully considered by the cabinet. The ultimate 

decision, they feel, will be made by themselves, and this is against the background of 

their quest to retain power in perpetuity. 

That may be their thinking, but those days are over! The intentions of the apartheid 

regime can no longer determine what happens. They are no longer the main actor on 

the South African political scene. They are in fact clinging to a role for which they have 

been cast by a small minority of our population - a role that millions will always reject. 

 

 



They need to come to their senses and perhaps we need to help them come to their 

senses. They must understand that it is not their right to decide bow much democracy 

we will be allowed, to offer us a 11share" of power. We want democracy as .uruversally 
~,~I 

understood. We want no more uniquely ·white South African ~ersions of democracy 

which are, in fact) denials of the rights of a people to choose who should rule and iri. 

what manner. 

The ANC is not interested in pursuing narrow political interests. It is a national 

liberation movement charged with the task of building a new nation. We want that new 

national entity to incorporate all who live in South Africa and to evoke their loyalty. We 

are willing to make compromises to achieve this. We are willing to listen to othe:­

people or organisations' suggestions as to structures and institutions of government We 

know we don't have all the answers and we want the contribution of the widest range of 

people towards building a country of which we can justly feei proud. 

It is in this context that the transformation of Fort Hare attains its full significance. The 

transformation of your University into a truly people's University is, in itself, a 

, contribution to building the new South African nation. It is also a return to the 

motivating factors for the establishment of Fort Hare. 

The movement for the founding of an African institution of higher learning began in 

1902, with famous leaders of the South African Native Congress as prime initiators -

leaders of the calibre_ of Dr Walter Benson Rubusana and Alan Kirkland Soga, Editor 

of Izwi Labantu newspaper. Toe initiative also involved prominent missionaries such as 

Dr Henderson of Lovedale. 

Virtually every famous leader of the period became involved; Tengo Jabavu, Joel 

, Goronyana, Thomas Mapikela, Reuben Twala, Sol Plaatjie, Pixley Seme, Enoch Mamba, 

John Alfred Sishuba, Martin Lutuli, Abner Mtimkulu - leaders of the then newly 

formed ANC. 

Through the combined efforts of these men, the University College of Fort Hare was 

established in 1916. This response to the absence of higher educational institutions for 

Africans was a parallel development to the political unification of Africans through the 

formation of the ANC which, in turn, was a counteraction to the exclusion of Africans 

from the Union of South Africa. 

This parallel development is being continued today, as Fort Hare marches forward as 

• one of the institution that witl play a significant role in building a democratic education 

' system, that serves all the people of South Africa. 

Let me say a little more about Fort Hare and the community. 

The people who are graduating today and the people who are still studying represent 

a very privileged sector of our community. You have acquired skills that can either be 

 

 



used to enrich yourselves, benefit yourselves, or which can be put at the service of our 

country. 

I want to appeal to you to acknowledge that the community has a claim on your skills. 

I want to appeal to you to use those skills to help empower our people. Democracy is 

not fully established without a democratic government. That is just one step, albeit a 

crucial one. 

One of the lessons of our times is that a transfer of power to a democratic organisation 

does not mean that ordinary people necessarily have the opportunity to exercise(their 

democratic rights. One of the things that we have learnt is the necessity to encourage 

popular organs of civil society, that is, institutions outside of the state that contribute 

to the overall democratic process, and the social and economic development of all om 

peoples. 

Fort Hare is itself such a popular institution of civil society. The products of this 

University can play a crucial role in the professions and in society in general in 

developing popular organs in every sphere of existence. We cannot build a strong, 

vibrant, democratic culture merely from a government department. We need strong 

cultural organisations in the communities. 

We cannot build a strong and democratic economy from a Ministry in Government 

buildings. It needs the participation of the trade unions and all other organs 

representing people in their various spheres of interests. 

The list is endless but the realization of this type of democracy is not easy. Our people 

have not only been denied the vote, but have been disempowered in numerous other 

ways. By virtue of your education, you have some of the skills that can empower these 

people. You have in your hands what a future government cannot do. I urge you not 

to fail our people. I urge you to act as true patriots and build our new nation, reach our 

people wherever they are, and help them play a part in their own future. 

In a more sp~cifically educational manner, Fort Hare can make a very significant 

contribution to future developments in this country. Much of the research conducted in 

South African Universities is not directed to solving the problems that are most pressing. 

The most serious problems are those relating to the social and economic disabilities of 

our people. We do not always have the data on which to develop adequate policies. 

Researchers can obtain this. We do not always know of all the alternative ways of 

tackling problems, ironically it is those who are least interested in the betterment of our 

people who have researched these questions. Fort Hare can help us devel?P answers 

that truly address the questions most pressing to our people. 

Let me also say something about the future relationship between a democratic 

Government and this University. We hope that we are correr' in assuming that the ANC 

will be a dominant factor in any future government. ·~ 

our relationship with this university? 

, ~s that mean in terms of 

 

 



I am conscious and gratified by the honour that you have besto1w..:d on me and our 

organisation today. But that does not lead me to regard Fort Hare as an ANC 

institution. We do not want ANC Universities. We want independent institutions 

operating without dictation from us. Naturally we expect Fort Hare to operate within 

the overall goals of creating and developing democracy. But it is not for the ANC or any 

other organisation to prescribe to you. 

We want all educational institutions to contribute to the creation of the new\_ democratic 
~'-; \ 

and non-sexist South Africa. 

But that does not entail supp;rting every position of the ANC. We have made mistakes, 
~ 

and perhaps through constructive criticism, scholars at this university can save us from 

further mistakes. I urge you, therefore, to act as you think is correct and most useful in 

furthering the overall democratic goals that we share. 

The fact that this ceremony takes place at all is a result of a centuries long struggle for 

freedom. This is a struggle for which many people have made the supreme sacrifice. 

This is a struggle for which some brave comrades, regrettably remain incarcerated, 

contrary to agreements which we have negotiated. 

This struggle has made possible a peaceful transition to democracy and we in the ANC 

have used this opportunity to the full. One of the fruits of this process has been Codesa. 

In a matter of days we enter Codesa 2. We in the ANC are determined that something 

meaningful should come out of this meeting. There is no reason for delay and we do not 

see why we cannot move swiftly towards interim arrangements and elections. 

If this does not happen, those responsible for the blockage must feel the people's anger. 

They must feel it in a way that makes them understand that the price of resisting 

freedom is higher than that of conceding our rights. 

We want to move swiftly to an environment where Fort Hare can truly thrive. But that 

is a process. Democracy is a process and democracy in a university is a process that we 

will have to work at every day. This is not the time for complacency. 

r 

, This is the time for hard thinking about difficult problems and clear and decisive action. 

I am confident that this university and the men and women who graduate today can be 

relied upon to do what the community expects of them. 

Thank you once again for the great honour you have bestowed· on me. Best wishes. 

t · 
I 

 

 



Dr R N Mandela being capped by Dr O R Tambo, 
the University Chancellor. 

An intimate and joyous moment with the 11 new graduate" . . 

I 

{ 

 

 



Plaque problem 
f 9LE01:tJ1we 
CAPE TOWN - Fort Hare University's library has a large, 
shiny and rather embarrassing probl~m on its hands. 

It's an engraved brass plaque which commemorates 
President Nelson Mandela's opening of the ANC archives at 
the library. 

The problem is that Mr Mandela was not able to make it 
because of other commitments and the opening was conduc­
ted by Deputy President Thabo Mbeki. 

Mr Mbeki unveiled the plaque in front of a battery of 
televison cameras but did not comment on the wording, 
which records that the ceremony was carried out by "the 
president of South Africa and of the ANC Dr Nelson 
Rholihlahla Mandela". 

Head librarian Nana Tau said the university had been told 
only three days beforehand that the president was not going 
to be present. By then the plaque had been made and all the 
programmes printed, she said. • 

The plaque had not been very expensive. Asked 1f a new 
one would be commissioned, she said: "I really don't know 
what is going to happen." - Sapa 

 

 



BEADWORK ARTEFACTS: Curator of the centre for cultural 
studies at the University of Fort Hare Janet Pillai shows some 
of the bead work being catalogued for display. Story page 2 

Picture by BEN MACLENNAN 

 

 



Fort Hare to · restore 
Y-uf A,; ,Pa,{ oi.) .;) ijo ill 6 • 

beaowork coneCtion 
by GILLIAN 

WARREN-BROWN 
ALICE - The Univer­
sity of Fort Hare's 
beadwork collection is 
being restored, cata­
logued and preserved 
after years of neglect. 

The curator of the 
c·entre for cultural 
studies, Ms Janet Pil­
lai, said the collection 
- one of the largest 
and most valuable in 

• the country - had 
been without a curator 

··1or a number bf years 
and was in desperate 
need of attention. 

Until August last 
·' year, the museum was 

only opened on re­
quest, but was now 
open daily. 

Ms Pillai said prop­
er display facilities 
were needed for the 
beadwork collection, 
as the method present­
ly used, in which the 
artifacts were hung up 
instead of lying flat, 
was detrimental to 
their preservation. 

However, the bead­
work had attracted 
government's interest 
and towards mid-year 
specialists would be 

sent to assess the 
needs of the collection. 

An immediate need 
was for fumigation as 
insects were destroy­
ing . catalogue cards 
and eating the fibres 
on which the beads 
were strung. 

Fumigation would 
cost thousands of 
rands and as the uni­
versity would not be 
able to finance the 
overall restoration , 
outside funding would 
be important, she said. 

Further research 
and proper documen­
tation also· had to be 
done on the artifacts, 
numbering over 3 000, 
some of which had 
beeri stored away for a 
number of years. 

Ms Pillai said the 
university had plans 
for c,\ new building with 
better facilities to 
house the beadwork 
which is currently dis­
played in the Hender­
son Hall. 

Part of the collec­
tion was a travelling 
display, now at the S A 
National Gallery and 
in Germany. 

She said there had 

ANC exhibits art at Ft Hare 
ALICE - An exhibition of ANC paintings, 
posters, photographs and graphics is currently on 
display at the University of Fort Hare's art gallery. 

The curator of the university's centre for cul­
tural studies, Ms Janet Pillai, said the collection 
was part of the ANC archival material opened to 
the public last weekend by deputy president 
Thabo Mbeki. 

This is the first time the exhibition is on dis­
play in the country. 

Ms Pillai said the gallery was open to the pub­
lic on weekdays, but staff were willing to open for 
special groups over weekends if this was pre­
arranged. 

The gallery's permanent collection documents 
the work of contemporary black South African 
artists, including Gerard Sekoto, Lucas Sithole, 
Lucky Sibiya and Dan Rakgoate. 

Ms Pillai said the gallery had recently pur­
chased 28 new sculptures from the Sithole estate 
to complement the existing Sithole works. 

been at least 45 delega­
tions of people visiting 
Fort Hare since she 
took over as curator 
and they had shown 
particular interest in 
the beadwork. 

"We need to prepare 
for major interest in 
the collection and to 
get it ready for scholar­
ly research. It is one of 
the most significant 
documents of the mate­
rial culture of various 
African groups ," Ms 
Pillai said. 

It was also signifi­
cant from the perspec­
tive of "gender eco­
nomics", as women, 
whose work was tradi­
tionally seen only as a 
craft, were being 
recognised as docu­
menters of cultural 
history, she said. The 
collector of most of the 
artifacts was also a 
woman, Ms Estelle 
Hamilton Welsh, who 
donated her pieces in 
1962. 

Started in the early 
1900s the collection 
has 'artifacts dating 
back more than a cen­
tury as well as more 
modern contributions. 

There are examples 
from cultures such as 
Xhosa, Zulu, Fingo, 
Thembu and Ndebele, 
all of whom had a long 
tradition of beadwork 
to be worn as daily 
adornments, as well as 
for ceremonial and 
religious occasions. 

Ms Pillai said w.hile 
the beadwork formed a 
significant part of the 
university's centre for 
cultural studies collec­
tion, the museum and 
art gallery should not 
be sidelined. The 
museum housed signif­
icant cultural and tra­
ditional artefacts rang­
ing from musical 
instruments to masks 
and costumes from all 
over Africa. 
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Restoring Alice to wonderla 
Professor Theo Jordan of the Department 
of Accounting at the University of Fort 
Hare argues for the upgrading of Alice for 
the benefit of the surrounding historical 
institutions and, indeed, the provincial gov­
ernment. 

ALICE is a small town in the Eastern 
Cape. 

It was founded in 1847 by British sol­
diers and named after Alice the 
Princess of Britain. In the early years 
of her existence, Alice was a very 
scenic place with a proud tradition 
and a promising future. 

Visit Alice today and witness a dis­
gusting spectacle. 

The entire infrastructure is rn a 
state of disrepair. In the process, like 
the Samson of old, Alice has pulled 
down with her the house of the cradle 
of African civilisation. 

It may help to remind the reader of 
this house of African civilisation. 

The Alice axis - Alice, Fort Beau­
fort and Middlredrift - is the area 
where, we are told, Xhosas fought 
wars against land dispossession by 
British settlers. Hence, some histori­
cal places were war-named Fort Hare, 
Fort Beaufort and Fort Cox. 

Of course, the Xhosas lost the battles 
but they won the war. Gallant warriors 
like Hintsa, Makhanda and Maqoma 
are near-immortals. 

But this article is not about rubbing 
the wounds; it is about bringing the 
plaster. It was exactly this African 
resistance that forced a different 
strategy on the part of the intruders. 

In a bid to mollify the Xhosas, Pres­
byterian missionaries established in 
1841 Lovedale with a view to Chris­
tianising and civilising the aborigines. 

Xhosa was first written at Lovedale 
Press, but is the present democratic 
government, with its affirmative 
action philosophy, doing anything to 
reward Lovedale Press for its past 
financial strangulation? 

In the formal education arena, it was 
ain Lovedale and Healdtown which 

Fort Hare University in Alice is endowed with a rich convocation which it is yet to mobilise. 

were in the forefront of African edu­
cation. 

Most of our leaders went through 
these institutions. 

The very birth of Fort Hare in 1916 
was a culmination of cooperation 
between Xhosa traditional leaders, 
leaders of the South African Native 
National Congress, (the forerunner of 
the African National Congress) and 
the Presbyterian missionaries. These 
three institutions have, between them, 
produced national leaders in the 
political, educational and cultural 
spheres. 

Fort Hare, in particular, is endowed 
with a rich convocation which it is yet 
to mobilise. 

Also in the Alice axis, and less 
talked about, is Victoria Hospital 

founded in 1897 by the same Presbyte­
rian missionaries. This hospital pro­
duced an African nurse called Cecilia 
Maki wane - the Florence Nightingale 
of South Africa - who has a hospital 
in Mdantsane named after her. 

The Bible, we are told, was first 
translated into Xhosa at a Methodist 
station in Mount Coke. The national 
anthem, Nkosi sikeleli' Africa, adopt­
ed by the African National Congress 
in the 1920s, was composed by Enoch 
Sontonga in 1'696, a man born in the 
Berlin area. 

Even the discredited Sebe govern­
ment reckoned, to a certain extent, 
wtih the historical, cultural and 
tourist importance of the Alice axis. 

In the early 80s, his government 
sought to establish Alice as the capital 

of an "independent" Ciksei. 
Of course in those days we fought on 

all fours against that move, with sig­
nificant success, but my friend often 
remarks that our fight was politically 
correct although economically stupid 
because all the development that sud­
denly sprang up in Bisho would have 
been in Alice. It is possible that Alice 
would be the capital of the Eastern 
Cape Province. 

Which brings me to the proposal I 
would like to canvass: 

Government, in its own interets, con­
siders the decentralisation of govern­
ment services. 

The Eastern Cape is the second 
largest province geographically; it is 
the second poorest and above all, it is 
the only province that incorporates 

two previously "independent home­
lands" with their established "capi­
tals". 

These problems can only be solved 
by decentralisation. 

In this dispensation, Alice could log­
ically house, for instance, much of the 
departments, like that of education. 
Fort Hare and Lovedale would act as a 
feeder belt to the department. Bisho 
would be relieved of congestion and 
so on. 

As studies elsewhere have shown , 
this development cannot be left to the 
private sector. 

Without the aforegoing strategic 
plans, institutions like the University 
of Fore Hare are fast assuming the sta­
tus of CDis, that is, Currently Disad­
vantaged Institutions. 

This does not mean that the univer­
sity must not take stock of its environ­
mental and controllable variables . 

Some of us have been arguing, with 
limited success, that the uniYersity in 
its strategic plan exercise must tap its 

- only worthwhile asset - the thou­
sands of convocants it has in excess of 
other Historically Disadvantaged 
Institutions - in strategies that are 
innovative. 

The result? Until such innovations­
are suggested by an American consul­
tant they are not good enough . 

The same strategic plan, it was sug­
gested in vain, must encompass a con­
tingency formula in case Alice is 
allowed to die. 

The environmental scan (as Ameri­
canss would call it) of the Alice axis 
tells me that any government whirh 
ignores the re-development of Alice 
would do so at its political, economic 
and tourist peril. 

It's a history too rich to bury. 
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'Bush' college and proud of i 

Once ashamed of being dubbed 
3. ·bush college', Fort Hare 
University now regards it as a 
compliment as it turns its back on 
the Ivy League model. Adrienne 
Carlisle visited the campus 

'.'J Lhe mall campu;, and 
impres ive groW1d of Fort I !are 
University. it is dillicult to em'is­
age Lhm the msuruuon i facing 
desperate financial problems. 
The groW1ds are well kept. Post­

modern bu.ildtnt;s \ie with attractive early­
twemieth-centlll)' arch1uxture. The campus 
is home to the celebrated Nrican '.'l'ationa1 
Congress archives. and sports a modem art 
gallery \1·hich would be the emy of any univer­
sitv. 

Manv staff members cany cell phones. an 
unusual perk al the wuversily - and a symp­
tom of one of the problems which have beset 
the institution. The cell phones. 200 of them, 
were donated by a mobile telephone company 
as part of its pledge lo provide telephones to 
underde\'eloped commW1ities. For the staff, it 
prO\ides a way around a local telephone sys-
1em that was simply not coping. Toe art 
gallery was also donated by a mining house. 

The financial clisls at the university was 
sparked by Lhe non-payment of fees by stu­
dents. and last month it was estimated that 
about Rl2-million was still owed to the W1i­
\·ersity. 

The elfecb of the financial situation are 
being felt by ail. influencing morale and the 
uni\•ersity's ability to perform and transform. 
Vice-president of the Democratic Staff Associ­
ation Msirnelelo Silinga. who is also on the 
steeling comm.ittec of the university's trans­
formation forum. said departmental budgets 
had been .. cut to the bone", h.indering staff 
development and performance. 

T
h. e university was being forced to rely on 
subsidies and was also .. eaUng" into 
reserves accumulated from student fee 

payments in previous years, he said. ·Toe cur­
rent crop of students are not contributing in 
terms offees. despite a deal struck with them 
last year. according to which they could pay in 
mstalments. Teach.ing is suffering as a result.·· 

He said the situation was becoming desper­
ate ... Finance is one of the main h.indrances to 
transformation. It is affecting the morale of 
staff, which is alfecting their abllity to sustain 
theproces : 

Because of the depletion of reserves. 
salaries and benefits of staff al the university . 
- until recently one of the lowest-paying ter­
tiary institutions in the country- are unlikely 
to be improved. Silinga said the financial situ­
ation was also contributing lo the "brain 
drain" being experienced at Fort Hare. 

Because the con;,tituency Fort Hare serves 
is traclltionaily a disadvantaged one. Silinga 
believes the answer lies with government. "If 
go\'emmem responded to the W1ique chal­
lenges facm(( historically disadvantaged black 
1 iruversities such as Fort Hare. we could 
become a first-class institution." 

Fon Hare "ice-chancellor Professor Mbulelo 
Mzarnane. on the other hand. belit.'ves that 
part of the solution lies in a more astute use of 
available resources. He said part of transtor­
mauon would involve identifying and enhanc­
ing areas of excellence. The obvious corollary 
is that some operations, degrees or courses 
would have lo be downgraded or phased out. 

"What th.is institution, th.is province and 
th.is nation cannot afford is to educate for 
unemployment." said Mzamane. I le admirted 

that th.is controversial viewpoint had met wi th 
fierce opposition al the W1iversily. 

"Yes, it will be fiercely contested as everyone 
wants to guard their turf. It is in the nature of 
transformation that the revolutionary of yes­
terday can become the reactionary of today. 
Change is threatening. particularly if the 
change is fundamen tal." 

M
zamane goes beyond mere transforn1a­
tion of Fort Hare and has also repeat­
edly called for an Eastern Cape univer­

sity system W1der one chanceilory with one 
co-ordinaUng principal, according lo which 
each W1iversity retains its areas of strengths 
and phases out areas of duplicaLion. 

"It's about raUonalisation and astute use of 
resources." says Mzamane. He is determined 
that Fort Hare will never become part of the 
"Ivy League". On the contrary. he is committed 
to enhancing its "bush college" image. The 
university is localed in Alice, situated in the 
mral heartland of U1e Eastern Cape, and Mza­
mane believes the university is ideally situated 

Two in the bush: Former Zambian president Kenneth Kaunda and ANC stalwart Walter 
Sisulu (above) leave the Fort Hare art gallery after the opening of the ANC archive last 
weekend. Fort Hare vice-chancellor Mbulelo Mzamane (left) PHOTOGRAPHS RYCHWllE WALTERS 

lo serve the marginalised, n.1raJ population. 
111e new Fort I Iare will be defined as much 

by its location as its ability lo effectively partic­
ipate in the Reconstruction and Dcwlopment 
Programme. he ::;ays. It is situated in an area 
of acute unemployment. Says Mzamane: ·we 
wou lct be content to be satisfactory to avcrngc 
tn a number of areas, ff we could enhance spe 
cial areas for which we cou ld have renown ... 

Fort Hare is we ll known for its ag1ict1llural 
training faciliUei; :.met outreach progra1111nes. 
as well as it!; recently established lnsUlute ol 
Government. 

Mzarnam: believes that long a.Iler ltislori­
cally white lnsututions have become majority 
African, there will still be differ '!lees between 
them and Fmt'tlare. --n,ey will cream off the 
best and those nobody else will lake will con­
tinue to come to Fort l lare. Face il. there will 
be ·rvy League'-type un.iversities in this coun­
try, but you arc also going to have popular 
W1iversities and ours will be llke that. 

"ff we are talking about creating a qualita­
tively new and different South Africa, it is 
about those people who 

ing problems ,me! the apparent lack of u111ly in 
vision. Mot.all says there i , a,, w,e of trunsfor 
mation al Port l lm·c. Structures hacl b,:en 
formed ancl U1c proeesi; w,Ls mm:irn~ lorw;ml ' • 
U1rough negotiation. he sa,cl. 

Fort 11 c University faces enonnom, chal -
1 ·nges ancl how it meets them will dt'C'iclc 
wheUwr it su1vives In a province which has a 
surfeit of tertiary instlluUons But its llislrn:, 
or succcs::.ful tra11sfon11aUon -,uggest;; th.1t 1l 
\viii survive. It was an instituU011 sµawrn·d IJ.Y 
a segregaUomst !cl ·al 80 years ago. Uut it 
rebelled against U1al ideal and it;, alumni 
include sU-uggle luminaries like Preslctml Ne! 
son Mandela, Zlmbabwt\Ul President Robert 
Mugabe, and ANC stalwart;:,, tJ1e late Olil'l·r 
Tambo and Govan Ml'>eki. 

Despite U1c best eITorts of the National Pa1iy 
appointees who l1llccl tJ1e lop positions of LI 1e 

university, it became regarded m, a holhed or 
student activism. The faJl of Ciske! strongman 
Lennox Sebc also ·pell the end ofU1e old order 
al Fort Hare and fonner rector Prof JA Larn 
precht and the entire council resigned. 

In mid-1991. Fort I 1are·s 
were marginalised by the 
fom1er regime. They are 
ru.rd.!, impoverished: tJ1ey 
are women. This is the con­
sUluency Fort I !are services. 
It is the new SoutJ1 Africa 
which will be creatL'd in 
places like this ... 

SRC President Eugene 
Motati does not enlircl)' 
agree with M7~,mane. He 
believes Fort Hare should be 

Part of transformation 
would involve identifying 
and enhancing areas of 
excellence. The obvious 
corollary is that some 
operations, degrees or 
courses would have to be 
downgraded or phased out 

fl.rs( blnck vice-chm wcllnr, 
Professor Sibus1so Ueng11. 
now Mil lister of Edu ca ti,JJ 1. 

was appointccl. Wink Fort 
I la.re has its problems. H is 
probably way aheact of trJ.­
cliUona1ly white universities 
in lenns of transfomiaUon. 
!ls µost-Scbc council was 
one of U1c most democratic , 
and I ·gitimate, a;, far back 

given the oppoliunity to compete with Lhe Ira 
ditionally while unJvcrsities. 'The clilkrenres 
between ou rselves a--id tradiUonally white uni­
versiUes must go. We want lo provide I he 
same quality. 111e government must provide 
the resources lo put h istorically dbaclvan 
tagecl universilies in the same posiUon as tra ­
ditionally while ones ... 

He said students did not boycott payml'nts 
because U1ry wanted to. but rather bPcause 
they could not ,tlford to µay . Ikspill' ih(' r1111cl 

as 1991. 
Bu t one thing forl l lare will not be ch,111/.(­

ing in the fbresc •able fuLw·e ls its name. 
Despite tJ1e fact that it i;, nam ed aller British 
coloniser, Cape Lieutenant-Governor Colonel 
John I !are. M;,;unane feels a name change 
would dislraet the university from its purpo ' 
of real tranc;fom1ation. "It 's about priorities. 1 
refuse 10 be h!Jackt>d into such a h114hly emo 
Uve clehalc. f<.ight now ii will be cl!straeting 
from something lar 111ore h.mclamcntal ancl far 
mon• i111pmt,1nt" 
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by SHONA LAWSON 

ALICE - Proposed 
and progressing pro­
jects in this district 
were highlighted dur­
ing an economic devel­
opment session here 
yesterday. 

More water will b 
e drawn from the Bin­
field Dam and pumped 
to a new reservoir 
where it can gravitate 
to more than 30 vil­
lages in a R3,8 million 
approved RDP 
scheme. 

Construction will 
start as soon as consul­
tants have drawn up a 
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Water, electricity plans 
highlighted at talks 

business plan. 
A further Rl lm 

phase to take water to 
every village in the 
district will be imple­
mented once money is 

•, available. 
The Binfield Dam 

and accompanying 
water treatment works 
were built in 1987, but 
when money ran out, 
the treatment works 

were never opened. 
At present the dam 

supplies nearby farm­
ers and the town with 
water. Alice has its 
own water treatment 
works. 

T·he national RDP 
office had approved a 
R2,2m project to con­
struct a 6 megalitre 
water reservoir which 
will allow develop-

ment on a 1 800-site 
housing project to go 
ahead here. 

The electricity net­
work will be upgraded 
to carry future domes­
tic consumers. 

Starting in 1997 
Eskom will spend 
RlOm on three new 
sub-stations in the dis­
trict. 

Other projects in the 

pipeline for the town 
are road resurfacing 
and upgrading worth a 
total of R3,2m, water 
supply worth Rl,5m to 
one suburb, a R500 000 
taxi rank and a 
R500 000 sewerage 
works upgrade for 
KuNtsemanzi, a vil­
lage that has been 
incorporated into the 
town. 

The provincial hous­
ing board has also 
approved an applica­
tion for 283 Rl5 000 
housing subsidies 
which will be used to 

, provide low-cost hous­
ing and services. 
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University pledges 
to aid development 
EAST LONDON - The 
University of Fort Hare 
pledged its support for 
the development of 
Alice during an eco­
nomic development 
meeting here yesterday. 

For the first time in 
years, the university 
will pay rates to the 
Alice municipality, and 
will become more in­
volved in the communi­
ty, the vice-chancellor 
and rector of Fort Hare, 
Professor Mbulelo Mza­
mane, said. 

He said the marginal­
isation of the university 
went hand-in-hand with 
the underdevelopment 
of the surrounding 
community. 

However, the univer­
sity would correct its 
"inward" look, and 
focus on the rest of the 
town as well. 

"Alice is probably the 
only town not to benefit 
from having a universi­
ty," Prof l\lzamane said. 

At the end of last year, 
the university council 
reached an agreement 
with the provincial 
demarcation board to 
incorporate a portion of 
the campus into the 
Alice municipal area. 

Later during the eco­
nomic development 
workshop, the universi­
ty's planner, Dr Isaak 
Mabindisa, outlined 
plans for a new student 
village, comprising 500 

self-contained apart­
ments. 

He said the universi-
. ty's Foundation had 
also given the go-ahead 
for 30 houses to be built 
which could be rented 
by staff, in addition to 
another 50 homes 
which would be offered 
to staff and members of 
the public for sale. 

Dr Mabindisa said 
such development 
would have spin-offs for 
the whole town. 

"If we want people to 
stay here, we need a 
first class high school 
programme. Therefore, 
we are pleased to hear 
that the resuscitation of 
Lovedale College is 
·open-ended," he said. 

Dr Mabindisa said if 
the town had no rival 
for high schools like 
Dale College, in King 
William's Town and St 
Andrew's and Kings­
wood College in Gra­
hamstown, the univer­
sity would not be able to 
keep its staff. 

"Alice also needs 
vocational and techni­
cal education," he said. 

The university was 
seeking investment 
from a hotel group, so 
visitors to Alice did not 
have to stay in Fort 
Beaufort or Hogsback. 

All this would ensure 
that "money earned 
here is spent here", Dr 
Mabindisa said. 

Deve16p11Ienl • of 
Alice lies in its 
hands ·MEC 

by SHONA LAWSON tion, he warned. 
ALICE - Alice must drive its own Mr Mhlahlo said the responsibili­
development, and not wait for pro- ty of delegates at the workshop was 
jects from the provincial govern- to formulate a plan for the develop­
ment, delegates at an economic ment in Alice. 
development workshop were told The plan should include pro-
here yesterday. grammes as well as projects with 

The town council is expecting a specific time frames. 
draft development plan to be pre- Mr Mhlahlo said it was important 
sented within the next fortnight. for the government to spend money 

It will be based on a meeting yes- in a way that would change the 
terday which drew together local economy. 
and provincial government leaders Alice was the centre of a sub­
to set out a plan for the town's region where R13 million had been 
renewal and to decide which of the allocated for RDP projects for the 
many upgrading projects should be current and coming financial years. 
started first. "We don't need to emphasise the 

The Eastern Cape MEC for Public poverty of the area, we are here to 
Works, Mr Tho bile Mhlahlo, said get a plan which will set in motion a 
different plans for the area had to process to redress the enormous 
be "pulled together" and scruti- imbalances left behind by 
nised by a task team. apartheid," the town's mayor, Mr 

This task team would then submit Mzwandile Masala said. 
projects to the provincial govern- Later during the workshop, Mr 
!Ilent for approval, he said. Mhlahlo asked how the RDP 

Mr Mhlahlo said the thrust of the process could be speeded up. 
RDP was to help local government He said community <;onsultation 
develop to the level where it could must not be allowed to cause too 
provide basic needs to citizens. many delays, and suggested that 

"The RDP must be driven by dif- some extent of "top-down" deci­
ferent forces, not on instruction sion-making might be faster. 
from the government," he said. He also said consultants had to 

Professor Bill Davies, from the start listening to what the govern­
office of the MEC for Economic ment and communities needed. 
Affairs, said it was vital for the He added, there was no way the 
workshop to focus on programmes government could fund all the 
rather than get bogged down with required projects, and they were 
specific projects. looking at other sources of funding. 

l He said government had to Education was a high priority, 
become a developer, and not mere- and the province needed 500 new 
ly an administrator and regulator. school buildings, he said. , 

Before a small town could do this, He also said to build facilities 
I it had to become proficient in book- like clinics without having nurses 
I keeping and its own administra- to staff them was a waste. 

!Lovedale's future discussed 
ALICE - Urgent talks 
are to be held on the 
future of Lovedale Col­
lege, which has not 
taken on new students 
for two years. 

Concern was ex­
pressed about the col­
lege's future during an 
economic develop­
ment meeting in Alice 
yesterday. 

The town's education 
system was discussed 
as it had direct bear­
ing on the town's 
future. 

The only students at 
the historical tertiary 
institution were in 
their final year of 

study. No enrolments 
weretakenlastyearor 
early this year. 

A delegate from the 
Eastern Cape Ministry 
for Education, Culture 
and Sport, Mr Denver 
Webb, said his depart­
ment had initiated a 
process of discussions 
on the college's future. 

"There will be no 
new admissions until 
Lovedale's future has 
been decided," Mr 
Webb said. 

"Lovedale needs to 
discuss how it will 
serve the community, it 
needs to re-orient 
itself. 

"The department is , 
open for ideas, but the 
people of Alice need to 
make their own deci­
sion," Mr Webb said. 

Lovedale College 
was established by the 
United Church of Scot­
land in 1841, and was 
the place where Xhosa 
was first written. 

Since then, the col­
lege has been a boys' 
high school and teach­
ers' training college. 

It was closed by the 
former Ciskei Govern­
ment in 1979, and re­
opened in 1989 as a 
training college for 
teachers . DDR 
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]t 
Hospital here is to be new theatres, adminis.: pital was being con­
upgraded to regional tration offices and verted for .· this . pur­
status in a multi-mil- extensions to the mor- pose. 
lfon-rand project over tuary. The . spokesperson }. 
the next few years. A representative said the department 

This was announced from the Department was aiso spending ~ 
during an economic of Health said R250 000 money on clinics in the 1 development work- would be spent on· the Alice area. 
shop yesterday, when hospital's laundry, She said R80 000 had ii 
representatives from R200 000 on hospital been spent on equip­
provincial government equipment1 R60 000 on meI).l for the 10 clinics Il 
departments, Alice laboratories and an as- in :-, the district and 1 and surrounding vil- yet-undetermined sum R2,3m • on the clinic 
!ages and the Universi- on the X-ray depart- buildings to provide ~ 
ty of Fort Hare got ment. incineratu _ s· and shel-
together to start work This was part of a ter and ablution facili- Y 
on plans to lift the move to upgrade the ties for the patients, 
town out of its slump. hospital to regional and accommodation s 

A representative status, serving Mid- for nurses. · f 
from the buildings sec- dledrift, Adelaide, She said the staff sit- r 
tion of the provincial Seymour, Balfour and uation and the lack of 
Department of Public Fort Beaufort. national policy regard- • f 
Works said R3,7 mil- The actual district ing village nurses, and i 
lion would be spent on health administration a lack of health inspec- t 
the first phase of offices would be in tor~; had to be solved. 
upgrading the hospital Fort Beaufort, where :- DDR · 

 

 



Mhlaba says 
Daily Dispatch Reporter 

ALICE - The provincial govern­
ment has set aside an undis­
closed amount of money for the 
development of Alice's infra­
structure, including the national 
road between the town and Dim­
baza. 

Premier Raymond Mhlaba 
made the announcement during a 
visit to Fort Hare University yes­
terday to view the new ANC 
archives for the first time. 

He said the decision to upgrade 
the infrastructure of Alice was 
taken at a meeting of the ex­
ecutive council last week. 

Alice to be upgraded 
Mr Mhlaba said the infrastruc­

tural development plans for the 
town included renovation of his­
toric buildings at the university 
while the ministry of Public 
Works would soon start upgrad­
ing the national road between 
Alice and Dimbaza. 

Mr Mhlaba said he was highly 
impressed by the ANC's archival 
collection and that the provincial 
government may consider "assist­
ing" the university if approached. 

The vice-chancellor of the uni­
versity, Professor Mbulelo Mza­
mane, made a plea for financial 
assistance, as the university 

hoped to house the ANC's archi­
val material ultimately in a sep­
arate building. 

The MEC for Finance and Ex­
penditure, Professor Shepherd 
Mayatula, said a government del­
egation would soon visit Alice to 
hold talks with parties there to 
work out details for the envisaged 
developmentofthe town. 
• Home to Fort Hare University 
and Lovedale College, the provin­
ce's most famous institutions, 
Alice is in a state of disrepair. 
Tarred roads are potholed and 
historic buildings are dilapi­
dated. 

Workshop 
on town's 
future 
EAST LONDON - The 
future of Alice will come 
under the spotlight to- ~ 
morrow when the East­
ern Cape MEC for Public 
Works, Mr Thobile , 
Mhlahlo, speaks at a de­
velopment workshop in 
the town. 

The workshop, to b~ 
held at Fort Hare Univer­
sity, aims at breaking a 
cycle of poverty and de­
clining standards in the 
town, a spokesman for the . 
ministry, Mr Luzuko Ja­
cobs, said. 

Delegates to the meet­
ing hope to list urgent de­
velopment programmes 
which could benefit from 
RDPfunds.-DDR 

' The deputy librarian at the University of Fort Hare, Mr Robin Trehaeven, 
tells the Eastern Cape Premier, Mr Raymond Mhlaba, about the ANC archival 

material which is now available on the Internet world wide web. 

 

 



 

 



REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA• REPUBLIEK VAN SUIO-AFRIKA 

Minister of Education 
==========~==:==:;========= Minister van Onderwys ===== 

l'Et,: I (021) 457350 
FAX! (021) 461~788 

Message of Support by Prof SM E Bengu 

Private Bag X9034 
CAPE TOWN 
8000 

The African National Congress in the oldest Liberation Movement 
in Aftica. Its history, spanning eight decades, is a celebration 
of the commitment, dedication and discipline of millions of 
membefS who have swelled its ranks through the years. It has 

Abeen able to bring within its fold black and white, young and 
old, ~ale and female, rural an~ urban in a remarkable show of 
unity

1
and solidarity against a common enemy. The ANC has also 

produqed some of the most outstanding leaders and thinkers of 
this generation. These archives are a testimony to the heroic 
struggles waged by South Africans and show clearly the long road 
that had to be travelled to~ard freedom in 1994. 

I 
In 1996, in a democratic South Africa, we now celebrate the 
return '. of the ANC's archives to the University of Fort Hare. 

I 
It is i

1
ndeed fitting that this university should be the custodian 

of thi\S important archival material due to its role in the 
dismantling of colonialism in Africa. These archives are a 
pricel~ss educational resource for scholars all over the world. 
Appropriate study programmes must flow from them, in order that 
our hilstory can now be re-told for the benefit of future 
genera~ions. 

i 

I wish to express my gratitude to the ANC, to members of Council 
and all'those who made this a reality. I hope that the University 
Admini~tration will ensure that this asset is well utilised. In 

. this way the names of Dube, Luthuli, Fischer, Dadoo, Tambe, Hani 
and others , will always be remembered for their invaluable 
contribution to the building of a Rainbow Nation. 

I 
I 
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