MUH211E - June 2023 exam

Lecturer: Dr Martin Goldstein

A. Short questions

1.1 What were the main ideological and aesthetic differences between the Romantic period and the
preceding Classical period in music? [2]

1.2 How were these differences reflected in the music of both periods? [3]

1.3 What were the primary sources of inspiration for the music of the Romantic period? [1]

1.4 Explain the following concepts and how they impacted the music of the Romantic period:

141 Exoticism [1]

1.4.2 Nationalism [1]

1.4.3 The industrial revolution [1]

2.1 To which source did composers of the Romantic period turn for inspiration for their Art Songs? [1]

2.2 What were the common themes in Art Songs and how did composers portray these ideas musically?

(2]

2.3 Explain the role of the piano and the voice in an Art Song. [1]
2.4 Explain the following concepts:

2.4.1 Strophic form [1]

2.4.2 Through-composed form [1]

2.4.3 Modified strophic form [1]

2.5 What is a song cycle and how did composers set them musically? [3]

3.1 What provided the inspiration for Schubert’s Erlkdnig? [1]
3.2 How does Schubert depict the characters in the narrative of his Erlkénig musically? [2]
3.3 Discuss the musical devices he uses to convey the narrative. [3]

3.4 What type of form does Schubert use in setting this work? [1]

4.1 Discuss the musical partnership between Robert and Clara Schumann. [1]
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4.2 Discuss the various genres in which Schumann composed and his contribution to these. [2]

4.3 How did Schumann achieve unity in his cycles? [1]

5.1 What about Chopin’s style was so uniquely suited to the piano? [1]

5.2 Describe the similarities and differences between Chopin and Liszt? [2]
5.3 Why did Chopin prefer to compose small-scale works? [1]

5.4 What made Chopin’s pedagogical works unique? [1]

5.5 Explain the nationalistic element in Chopin’s works. [1]

5.6 Explain Chopin’s ultimate contribution to the piano as an instrument? [1]

6.1 Why was Mendelssohn described as a “Classical Romantic”? [1]

6.2 How did Mendelssohn rekindle the public’s interest in Bach? [1]

6.3 Name some of Mendelssohn’s works which are still regularly performed. [1]

B. Long questions

Choose one of the following questions:

7. Describe how Berlioz depicts the narrative of his Symphonie Fantastique in each of the five
movements through musical means. (Approximately 250 words) [10]

8. Describe how Smetana depicts the narrative of each of the scenes in his The Moldau through musical
means. (Approximately 250 words) [10]

[Total: 50]
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