UNIVERSITY OF FORT HARE

REVIEW OF THE BASIC
CULTURAL PHENOMENA
MODULE CODE: ANT 122

DEGREE EXAMINATIONS
OCT/ NOV

2024

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Time: 3 hours
Subject: ANT 122

Marks: 100

[This paper consists of 5 pages including the cover page.

Internal Examiners External Examiners
(If externally moderated)

Mr A. Mphompo
Ms. N. May

INSTRUCTIONS

1. Write legibly
2. Question ONE is compulsory

3. Answer FOUR questions only



Question 1

Explain the basic features of capitalism. Also, describe how people in wealthy countries

support and challenge capitalism. (20)
Discuss the pros and cons of being part of and fighting against capitalism. (5)

Total [25]
Question 2

Write short notes on the following:

a. Horticulture

b. Pastoralism

c. Agriculture

d. Hunting and Gathering

e. Industrialism (25)
Question 3

Name and describe various forms of political organisations classified by anthropologists.
(25)

Question 4
Please answer the following questions by indicating whether the statement is true or false.

a) Assimilation is a key mechanism of cultural change where one culture becomes
completely absorbed by another.

b) Diffusion refers to the spread of cultural elements from one area or group of people to
others by contact.

¢) Acculturation occurs when a powerful culture imposes its beliefs and practices on a
less powerful culture through peaceful means.

d) Unequal power dynamics in cultural contact often led to the coercion of the less
powerful group, resulting in the loss of cultural identity.

e) Modernization ideology typically promotes sustainable resource use and equitable
growth in global markets.

f) Economizing behavior indeed refers to the efficient allocation of scarce resources to
maximize satisfaction and utility, focusing on the best use of limited resources to

achieve desired outcomes.



g) In foraging societies, generalized reciprocity is common, where goods and services
are shared without the expectation of immediate return, fostering community ties and
cooperation.

h) Balanced reciprocity involves exchanges with a clear expectation of timely and
equivalent returns and is often observed in pastoral and horticultural societies where
such balance helps maintain social relationships.

1) Market exchange is characterized by transactions determined by supply and demand,
with price acting as a key determinant, differentiating it from reciprocity and
redistribution, which do not primarily rely on price mechanisms.

j)  While wealthy nations often support capitalist practices, there is also resistance and
critique within these nations, whether through regulations, movements, or policies

aimed at addressing inequalities and market failures.

k) Egalitarian societies have a rigid class structure and significant differences in wealth
among their members.

1) Inrank societies, individuals' social status is determined by hereditary positions, but
resources are still distributed somewhat equally.

m) Stratified societies typically lack distinct social classes and there is no differentiation

in access to resources. (25

Question 5

Multiple Choice Questions:

1. Which of the following best describes the functionalist approach to social inequality?

a) It views inequality because of power struggles.

b) It considers inequality necessary for the functioning of society.
c) It emphasizes the role of conflict in creating social change.

d) It suggests that inequality arises purely from individual choices.

2. According to the conflict approach to inequality, which factors primarily influence the
distribution of wealth and power in society?

a) Collective societal needs
b) Individual merit



c¢) Power struggles and exploitation
d) Equitable resource distribution

3. One strength of the functionalist approach to inequality is that it:

a) Recognizes the role of competition in social hierarchies.
b) Highlights the necessity of inequality for social order.
c¢) Focuses on the dominance of the ruling class.

d) Addresses the impact of cultural assimilation.

4. How do societies vary in terms of the equitable distribution of power, prestige, and wealth?

a) Most societies achieve complete equality in these aspects.

b) Societies with a class system tend to have rigid distribution.

¢) Distribution is consistent across societies worldwide.

d) Variations depend on historical, cultural, and economic contexts.

5. Which statement best distinguishes a class system from a caste system?

a) Class systems are based on ascribed status, while caste systems allow mobility.
b) Caste systems are prevalent in modern industrial societies.

¢) Class systems permit social mobility, whereas caste systems are fixed.

d) Both systems offer equal opportunities for mobility.

6. What is one example of where ethnicity is important in social stratification?

a) In societies where ethnicity does not determine social roles
b) In multicultural regions with no dominant ethnic group

¢) In countries where ethnic identity dictates social hierarchy
d) In societies with exclusively class-based stratification

7. In the context of assimilation models, how does U.S. culture typically differ from South
African culture?

a) U.S. culture emphasizes ethnic pluralism, while South African culture promotes
uniformity.

b) Both cultures strictly uphold the caste system.

¢) U.S. culture often expects assimilation into a "melting pot," while South Africa
encourages a "rainbow nation" approach.

d) South African culture demands complete cultural assimilation more than U.S.
culture.



8. What role does ethnicity play where it is not significant in social stratification?

a) It acts as the primary basis for social class.

b) It remains a vital factor in determining access to resources.
¢) It has little to no influence on social status and mobility.

d) It eliminates the presence of social hierarchies.

9. What is one primary function of religion for individuals?

a) To provide technological advancement
b) To offer spiritual guidance and personal comfort
¢) To promote economic stability
d) To enforce legal regulations
10. How does religion typically benefit society as a whole?

a) By decreasing the birth rate

b) By facilitating communication with extra-terrestrial beings
¢) By promoting social cohesion and shared values

d) By eliminating all forms of conflict

1. Which of the following represents a form that religion can take in various societies?

a) Global positioning systems

b) Monotheism, polytheism, and animism
c¢) Agricultural practices

d) Economic structures

12. In what way can religion influence cultural change?

a) By maintaining strict adherence to the status quo

b) By catalyzing shifts in societal norms and practices

¢) By solely focusing on past civilizations

d) By discouraging any form of innovation or adaptation

13. What is a common function of religion that can be observed across different societies?
a) It serves as a global currency system
b) It acts as an expert system for weather prediction

¢) It provides a framework for moral and ethical guidelines
d) It prevents all forms of scientific research (25)
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