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SECTION A: LINGUISTICS

There are TWO questions in this section. Answer ONLY ONE question.

1. “Language acquisition does not require extensive use of conscious
grammatical rules, and does not require tedious drill.” In the light of this
statement discuss the difference between second language acquisition and
second language learning.

OR

. Discuss the five main hypotheses of second language acquisition as given by
Krashen. In your discussion indicate how you would apply these in your
classroom.

SECTION B: AFRICAN DIASPORA

There are THREE questions in this section. Answer ONLY ONE question.

1. The search for identity and self-definition are some of the key themes in the
writing associated with the Harlem Renaissance. Critically discuss the
validity of this claim by using either any TWO poems written by authors
regarded as part of this movement or one novel (either Claude Mckay’s
Home to Harlem or Nella Larsen’s Quicksand).

OR

2. Native Son: Richard Wright

‘As the product of dual cultural tensions of pre-World War (2) era, Bigger
Thomas was and is a symbol of America’s failure to provide the freedom and
security necessary for all individuals, regardless of race, creed, or sex, to fulfil
their basic psychological and physical needs, their potential for growth, while in
pursuit of a better and fuller life. In this sense, Bigger may also be viewed as
modern man struggling in the most instinctive manner for a sense of identity




ENGIISH THREE/ ADVANCED LANGUAGE AND GENERAL LITERATURE
JUNE MAIN EXAMINATION 2023

and community in an urban society whose impersonalization and
disorganization destroys his humanity.’

Critically discuss the validity of this assertion and, in the course of your discussion,
say whether it would be accurate to define Wright’s work as a naturalist novel.

OR

3. Invisible Man is a “novel about innocence and human error, a struggle
through illusion to reality.” Critically discuss the validity of this assertion by
Ellison in reference to his own novel.

SECTION C: WAYS OF READING AND AFRICAN DRAMA

There are TWO questions in this section. Answer ONLY ONE question.

1. With the social and historical content of a text in mind, discuss alternative
kinds of meaning; your answer should include attention to intended and
individual meaning. Use the poem by Sindiwe Magona as a basis of your

discussion.

Buried treasure

Here lies, buried, precious treasure
The future of our beloved land
Pride of our fledgling nation

Our youth, our joy, our hope,

Now turned to sorrowing dust.

They were all young, but children, really
In the full flush of youth

Such promise for the hungry tomorrow
Blessings betrayed and all rules

Of nature turned upside down.

The girls gaily giggled
The young men, boys really,
Whistled and winked as they strutted about
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It was all such fun, such youthful fun
The words of parents paled beside.

The words of parents, mostly whispered;
And even that by but a few.

A whole nation looked on, but shirked duty
As the future swiftly withered and died.

They were in school, but the teachers taught nothing.

Some went to church, but the priests spoke little about daily living;

Pie in the sky and peace and bliss hereafter, their only platform.

Gone, too, the wisdom of the Old

Forsaken, the knowledge of yesteryear

That knew and accepted what is only natural

Understood the folly that would block the swells of a surging river

And knew how all children needed mothers and fathers;

Embraced all children; charged every man and woman with their nurturing.

‘It takes a village’, belatedly, we now say; at last remembering
Faded lessons, traditions hastily discarded in blind pursuit

Of progress, of fashion, of assimilation. Now, finally seeing
How we ran open-armed, embracing our annihilation.

Now, sorrow jogs memory and we join empty hands

As we frantically try once more to guide,

To lead the new generation as before,

To show the way to the House of Adulthood

Leaving none behind, losing few as can be.

Eye turned back to a time long forgotten

‘When the measure of a man

Was not the fatness of his pocket

But his deeds of glory; shunning abomination.

When neighbor trusted neighbor; his safety secure at his presence
His home, his folk, his property — all sovereign

His neighbor, his best protection against all

His children, insurance against old age and infirmity.

But that was before the nation learnt to bury all its children;
See its morrow fade, its treasure interred;

The youth, its pride, its hope and joy obliterated.

The nation’s tomorrow, no more -- ah, sad day,

When we buried our most precious treasures!
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Discuss to what extent Soyinka’s “The Lion and Jewel” as a realist play 'resembles

life so closely'. In your essay, justify your answer by making reference to the
following:

* The playwright's intention

» Characters and dialogue

» Themes
 Plot

« Staging

END OF EXAMINATION




