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INSTRUCTIONS

. The purpose of this examination is to give you the opportunity to demonsfrate

yvour knowiedge and understanding.

Answer THREE questions in essay form.

Answer your three questions in the same examination booklets. Additional
booklets may be used if needed.

You have ten minutes reading time before the examination starts.

You are encouraged to plan your answers carefully, making sure that you have
identified the key points of the question before you actually start writing each of
your three essays.

Allocate your time equally for answering your three questions and focus on
answering the actual question at all times.



QUESTION 1: Equity and Equality

(i) Briefly explain your understanding of :

what constitutes social stratification,
how it operates generally in society, and
to what extent you think it is or is not an inevitable and necessary component
of social life.
(80 marks)

(iiy  Discuss the barriers to success that still exist in South African schools and
make suggestions as to what schools and the educational system in general
should be doing to promote equity and equality. Highlight any successes in
this regard which you think have been achieved since 1994,

{20 marks)

QUESTION 2 : Culture and Multicultural Education
Answer EITHER AOR B

A.
(i What is culture, how is it created, and what are its advantages and disadvantages to
both individuals and groups?
(20 marks)

(i) Within multicultural contexts less powerful cultures have traditionally been
assimilated by the dominant culture. Explain briefly what this means and then discuss
in detail how the issue of culture should be addressed in South African schools in the
present educational context.

(30 marks)

OR

B.
James Banks (1994) argues that there are five dimensions that need to be addressed if
multicultural education is to be implemented effectively in schools:

{i} Explain each of these dimensions, say why each one may be necessary for
promoting multicultural education in our schools, and give practical examples
of each dimension. (30 marks)



(i) In addition to these dimensions, suggest what else you think needs to be
done in schools to develop deep-seated - as opposed to superficial —
multicultural education. (20 marks)

QUESTION 3: Gender

In many bfack communities, generations of young men and boys have been
socialized info believing that "real men” do not cry, should always fight back
and never be beaten by girls, are strong physically, are decision-makers who
initiate sexual intimacy and have multiple sexual partners. But as they grow up
and begin relationships these values come into conflict with the reality of their
lives.

{Otipa : 2005)

a) Otipa's statement suggests that there is siill a clash between the traditional
understanding of gender roles and identities and the realities of living in a democratic,
human-rights-orientated society. Briefly discuss the extent to which you think that both
men and women in South African society are still victims of what Otipa and cthers
consider to be an outdated view of gender relationships.

(20 marks)

b) To help address these societal concerns, discuss what you think should be
happening in classrooms and schools {o encourage the development of greater equity
and equalily as far as gender issues are concerned.

(30 marks)

QUESTION 4: Language

The implementation of an effective language policy is critical to educational success,
especially in a complex, multilingual society such as South Africa. Among the many
language debates is the argument over English vs mother-tongue as the medium of
insiruction.

)] Briefly explain why the language issue is such a complex one in the present
South African educational context and then discuss what you consider to be
the main considerations in the English vs mother-tongue medium of
instruction argument.

(30 marks)

(in) in your conclusion, state how you think this matfer can best be resolved from
an educational point of view.
(20 marks)



QUESTION 5 : Inclusion and Diversity

Mainly since the adoption of the Salamanca Statement in June 1994, there has been a
fundamental shift in education from special needs education based on the so-called
‘medicai model' to inclusive education based on the ‘social model’.

a) Explain how you would justify South Africa’s inclusive approach to education as per
White Paper 6 by comparing the medical and the social models.
(20 marks)

b) Explain the concept of “barriers to learning” and describe some of the barriers to
learning which are frequently found in schoals.

{10 marks)

¢) Four key components of the basic framework for implementing inclusive education in
South Africa are the following:

e The types of schools
e Institutional Level Support Team
e Individual Support Plan
o District-Based Support Team
Explain each of these four components and describe the role they are supposed to play
in the implementation of the Inclusion Policy in South African schools.
(20 marks)
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