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Fort Hare/ S outh Afmca Chronology

-'1892: Cape Franchise and Ballot Act ralses property qua11ﬁcat10ns for votmg

1901 -H. Isaiah Bud-Mbelle, a leader of Kimberly’s Mfengu commumty, proposes the Queen Vlctorla
‘Memorial (QVM) fund-ralsmg campaign to estabhsh a university for Afncans

1903-05: F ollowmg the dec151on of the Natlve Affairs Comrmssron to support an African college the
Inter-State Natlve College Scheme quickly and powerfully overshadows the more radical QVM program

1905; Plannmg begins in ng W1111am s Town for developmg a tertlary educanon msntute for Afncans
1906 The Bambatha Rebellion is brutally crushed in Natal. - |

| 1912: South Aﬁ'lcan Natlve Nat10na1 Congress (SANNC) formed, w1th J. L Dube as its first pre31dent

1913. Natlves Land Act is passed, making i own or rent land out51de des1gnated
reserves. The act set aside 'just.7 percent of. fricans. ‘ _ .
Flehruag' 1916: Prime Minister General Lo ns the South African Native College
with Alexander Kerr as i_ts first Principal. K wre Fort Hare’s first lecturers.

~1919: Industnal and Commerc1a1 Workers’

-1916-1923: As the South African Native CollegeMngaged in secondary school work,
preparmg students for the matn tiom exam. .

. .Sy ot “CioHae

, 1923: Fort Hare is mcorporated asa depélﬁté)f%’mm fggﬂg@ﬂ@dp@@on under the ngher Education
- Actof1923. : :

725 Januarv 1924: ZX. Matthews becomes the first Afncan to quahfy for the degree of Bachelor of Arts of
the University of South Aﬁ'1ca (UNISA). . '

1933 Edward Roux lands at Fort Hare with his donkey and pitches a tent on Sand11e ] Kopf He
subsequently offers pohtlcal educatlon to the students mﬂuencmg such people as Govan Mbek1

1935 Professor J abavu founds the All-Aﬁ'rcan Convennon to protest the attack on the African ﬁ'anch1se '
: 1936 Representatlon of Natwes Act removes Africans from Cape voters’ roll
A1936 Z. K Matthews is appointed lecturer in Anthropology and Bantu Law and Administration.

1939-1945: World War Two provides the spark for many campus debates and accordlng to Joe Matthews
had a tremendous effect on p011t1c1s1ng the student body . :

16 March 1940: Kaiser Dahwonga Matanzima is awarded the degree of Bachelor of Arts i in Politics and

: _'Roman Law

| 1941 Nelson Rohhlahla Mandela leaves Fort Hare on pr1nc1ple followmg a disagreement with Prmclpal '
~ Kerr over h1s servmg on the SRC Oliver Tambo is awarded the degree B.Sc. o

B 1942 Res1dents of the Anghcan Hostel Beda Hall, protest agamst the umver51ty rule of proh1b1tmg
_ sportlng act1v1t1es on Sundays in what came to be known as the Beda Hall Tenms Court Dlspute
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The recollect1ons of 33 Fort Harians form the heart of this the51s and I am mdebted to
~ all of my interviewees for their time, hospitality and most of all, their memories.
-Many of them would often ask how a kid from the Bronx ended up studying the
history of Fort Hare; the answer is compllcated and mvolves a long list of people and
orgamzatlons : : :

, InterStudy first encouraged me to attend Fort Hare in 1997. Brown University’s
Arnold Fellowship funded my return trip, giving me the opportunity to spend a year

. steeping myself in the history of Fort Hare. Anani Dzidzieyno would not allow me to
consider a job offer at the National Broadcasting Company when South Africa

~ beckoned. Michael Harper taught me to believe in myself. Newell Stultz introduced

me to Tom Karis, whose enthusiasm regarding the project got me started and kept me

going when doubts crept in. Tom introduced me to Gail Gerhart who read a copy of

my M.A. proposal and has had mai i along the way.

At Fort Hare, Tim Stapleton and Jc ed me with a background in
South African history crucial to the his project. Ike and Mark in
the Howard Pim Library answered embers of the postal section -
always greeted me warmly, no mat [ bothered them for keys to the
university archive. Alan Shaw pro ; to that invaluable collection.

Sean Morrow first gave me the idea of Gdy research into an MA thesis. His
friendship, patience, insight and enthusiasm (n mentiQn, his cooking) throughout :
the process have been inbalbhble. Yl Byul3 oﬁﬁg el e nourished, but
more importantly, she welcon‘%&gph@,hmf@xb@ H@h@@ver complained when I
came knocking on her door at thrée in the morning to watch my beloved Knicks fight
for a National Basketball Association Championship and her daughter Thabi and
nieces Dzmd1 and Natalla treated me l1ke a brother.

Other friends helped make South Aﬁlca a place to which I will always return.

- Amanda Giyose gave me unconditional friendship, a surrogate family and a god-
daughter, Dinilethu. Soccer matches, political chats and tsotsidaal lessons with
Mzupela Maseti will always be cherished.  The Tans —Motena, Mosa and Mathe—
- made their homes in Lesotho and King Williams Town my homes. Terri Barnes and -
- John Pape cared for me during Cape Town research trips. Their young sons, Lewis
and Lonnie, provided me with welcome breaks from work in the form of backyard
cricket matches. Siphiwo Mahala kept me company on long road trips to Durban and
the Transkei and treated my project as if it were his. His 51sters Noncgi and Nompiwo
welcomed me mto their home and hearts

Many frlends helped me put the thesis together At all hours of the night, Lita

Riddock lovingly aided with the printing and layout of the various photos that

~accompany the manuscript. - Also working late into the night, Myra Margolin was my
‘cartographer. John D’ Aponte formatted the head shots that accompany the appendlx

But all that does not explam how I got to South Aﬁ'lca in the first place 1 owe that to
- my family who instilled in me a sense of social justice that made South Africa a place

 Isimply had to visit. Thanks Mom, Dad, Billy, AllCla, Bessie and Bonnle for being
- my blggest supporters o









My earliest memory is Just this shack that is full of [17] people My memory of family is
actually asking my mother who exactly is my brother or my sister of the whole lot. There was
- never enough food. There was never.enough sleepmg place

At the age of five, Hannah moved her farnlly toa one—bedroom apartment in Orlando East,
“an 1mprovement,” accordmgto Mtintso, ¢ over the prev1ous [shack] because i in the other one' .
there was ‘n'o bedroom.f" Around the age of six or seven, Mtintso’s mother: sent her to the tiny
B Tra_nskei town of Mpoi_olo to live with an aunt, In the Transkei, where her"aunt was accused |
of being a witch, r.ural povertv and gender oppression added to the urban pov.erty and racial -
oppress1on thtso experlenced in urban Johannesburg She watched as her aunt was glven
‘ .one optlon She would be pardoned o "hen her aunt reJ jected marriage,
' .their hut was bumt down “I thought 18 thrown me away.'v Transkei was
worse than anythmg ] had ever experie | |
Back in Orlando E%mm%ft?lmt s}i{tgﬁpe her older s1ster Lizzie, - |
when she ﬁrst went off to boardin s¢hod] at darkebm’ylin‘irariskel When she returned

: home, W1thout comment, her sister bumt the shirt. _When, months later, Mtintso told her
.sister she was embarrassed to bring friends to the house because of the crowded co'nditions
the older Mt1ntso de01ded it was time to begm her sister’s pol1tical educatlon Mtintso says
“she put me down and addressed me oni poverty and pride that as an 1nd1v1dual you ve gotto.
' 'be proud of what you are. It does not matter that you are poor ~You d1d not make yourself
~poor. It’s not because of lack of int_elhgence. And then she started giving me a fuller E
_v pi'cmre_’ﬂ , o - S v -
Mnnﬁo began to understand why her aunt’s employer, a white woman lived alone in

: a house w1th twelve rooms whlle she and her sixteen relatlves crowded mto a single room..

6 Thenjiwe‘Mtintso, interview by author, Johannesburg, 14 July, 1999; See also June Goodwin, Cry Amandla!-
South African Women and the Question of Power (New York: Africana l’ublishing Company, 1984), 12.












[tlhe community which brought them together ... stimulated the articulation of attitudes which
had been internalised before coming to Fort Hare and the Fort became a centre for the political”
- socialisation, and in the later years the political mobilisation, of the student body."

As Tsotsi and generatlons of Fort Hare students to follow were thrown together in
‘.Ahce they began to discuss their experlences of growmg up black in South Africa, leading to.
' greater understandmg and a fervent commltment to ﬁght agamst the 1n_]ust1ces in thelr _b
eyeryday lives. And although Fort Hare, under apartheld govemment control during
Mt_intso’s stay, was far ‘les_s welcoming to students thani it had been, parallel models of .

N potitieal development can be seen' thror - Fort Harians.

Tt is well documented that Fort onal home of revolutiOnaries. su‘ch‘

as Govan Mbeki (31-36) the Eastern — . elson Mandela (°39-’40), Oliver

A

Tambo and Chris Hani. Its er students span a spec of South African political
_. N ’

. history, mcludmg ex-Labour Partyﬂgyglthémﬂgf;gqgw), ex-Transke1 President
Kaiser Matanzima (’35 -’39), his brother,» ex-Transkel ane.Mmlster George Matanzlma
| (’42-’45)', and vInvkatha Freedom Party (.IFP)"President' Mangosuthu Buthetezi. 'Former Pan.

| 'Africanist Congress (PAC) President Robert Mangaliso Sobukwe (’474’49) also studied at |

Fort Hare Although these polltlcal ﬁgures arrived at Fort Hare w1th varying degrees of
pohtlcal awareness, their understandmg grew durmg thelr time at Fort Hare. Beard makes the
pomt that students were “united by the smgIe fact of their common 1dent1ty as members ofthe
dommated groups of the populatlon.”w In the case of thtso her expenences w1th poverty,
racism and sexism while growmg up prepared her for pohtrcal development at Fort Hare
She had grown up smgmg protest songs when she gotto Fort Hare she learned why she

'spent her chlldhood smglng

~ ' Terence Beard, “Background to Student Activities at the University College of Fort Hare;” in H.W. van der '
}\/Ierwe and D. Walshe, eds., Student Perspectzves on South Africa (Cape Town: Davnd Philip, 1972), p. 158.
"~ op. cit. )































































" this Ellisonian eategory. Though Fort Harians comprised an elite group oi' black South
A‘fricans; their educational experiences occurred within the conﬁnes of missionary and then .
.apartheid control. Docurnents on the history of Fort Hare from a student perspective are

} dlfﬁcult to find. Whlle I uncovered some mmutes from SRC meetmgs in the archive at Fort

‘ Hare most of the avallable documentary sources, as 1 in the cases noted above are written
' from an ad'r'nmrstratwe pomt of view. And, since Fort Hare was ﬁrst a mlssmnary and then

an apartheid government institution .us'ing these materiais to ﬁnd out what it was like tobea

| student at F ort Hare is mherently problematrc Inevitablv. these sources fall mto Elhson S

category of “those lies_ his keepers keej rtelli writes that the
critical effect of oral history is to a W direction. The historian can
juxtapose the statements of the gove n headquarters with the voice of

the rank and file. There can be uld make for a more realistic

 reconstruction of the past.®
 Oral hrstory aﬁemthW}WS@[EFMt aﬁgpp@n in Invisible Man that
| people are forced to live out51de o?h’s’t&t}h eIh\flSlblf_‘e ‘Mc asks d‘We who write no novels, .

hlstorles or other books. What about us"”81 By trying to make the unknown known and
attemptmg to givea v01ce to the tradltlonally unheard oral history expands the realm of

h1story to 1nclude prev1ously unrecorded lives and events. Portelli writes that the

_recounting of a strlke through the wprds and memories of workers rather than those of the
*police and the (often unfriendly) press obviously helps (though not automatically) to balance a
distortion implicit in those sources. Oral sources are a necessary (not a sufficient) condition

- for a history of the nonhegemonic classes; they are less necessary (though by no means
useless) for the history of the ruling classes, who have had control over writing and leave .
: behmd a much more abundant written record.®? o

Yet oralsources do mo_re than just unmask straight history. Unlike_ letters, personal |
papers or other docurnents, oral history “paves the way for a new social history which asks

questions not about what happened, but about the historical proeess'es of cornplex

i 7. Portelli, “What Makes Oral History Drfferent ” 68.
op -cit., 64 - .
op. cit., 72
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The QVM proposal stood in stark contrast to the Inter-State Natlve Scheme Whrle
the. latter was largely a conservatlve reaction to the flight of Afncan scholars to the Unlted
States, the QVM plan, like the Afrlcan Independent Churches was a pro-active attempt to |
establlsh mstltutlons completely mdependent of white control Though it was named in .
honor of Queen Vlctorla, the SANC prOJect represented a break from the prev1ous

‘ mlsswnary-dommated educat10nal control Walter Rubusana, a SANC leader and proponent

of the QVM scheme said:
‘Tam not an Ethloplan, but I could just as well be one because the Ethiopian says our nation
" must help itself since no white man 1 ion...every nation is uplifted by

 its educated members. -Africa will al :d Africans who. will work hard-
" and give themselves, with their httle e : ~ : o

| The SANC was urged to amalgc ictoria Memorial scherne wrth the
new Inter-State plan but SANC members 'don thelr vision of an Afncan
: unlver51ty free of whlte conuﬂl Mnletpgirtty $¥fte P ngpesupport from B
: mﬂuentlal whltes and Africans in a‘ll’tHe colohies; QVILS support“ was confined mainly to |
SANC supporters. Ultimately, the QVM scheme could not keep up with its opponents’

organizational skills and resources.*®

The Inter-State plan was d1rected mainly by whltes and
backed by the Cape govemment In contrast to the exclusively black QVM proposal John
~ Tengo Jabavu and Simon P. Gasa were.the only Africans on the executive commrttee board

. ofthe Inter-S_tate scheme‘.

Switzer writes that although the QVM scheme never really got off the ground, the
‘ 'QVM/Inter-State debate delineates the different factions that had begun to emerge inAAfrican

politics. On the one hand, there were those who sought an integrated society, albeit on

op cit., 65. :
Swrtzer, Power and Reszstance, 179

- ¥ op. cit., 179. : S
o 38 Odendaal Vukam Bantu, 67. o
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From Black EngliShmen_ to African Nationalists: Stud-ent'Politics at Fort Hare to 1955

You sent us the truth, denied us the truth;
" You sent us the life, deprived us of life;
You sent us the light, we sit in the dark,
- Shivering, benighted in the bright noonday sun
~“The Prince of Bntam,” a poem by Mqhayr -

Fort Hare wasn ’t created as such [a revolutionary center]. But, it could not avord bemg that. When social
changes take place, you don’t seek the permission of the founders :

-Govan Mbeki
A Missionary Start :
* In the winter of 1933 Eddic Roy Communist Party of South Africa
(CPSA), arrived in Alice on a donkey, finifred. The two pitched atent

‘on Sandile’s Kop, a hill overlooking the r'us, and during a series of outdoor

' meetings, shared the teachin@ﬁim%s wﬁ’fﬂF wgﬂiﬁwymg at the u_niVersity. i
The Rouxsb.disc.u‘ssed the "world sitt APt sl thetﬁ;l’éeﬁﬂﬁgleﬁthe role played by both .

» eommonism and oréahized religion. They b'rought t_he students literature that attacked

' Christianity. The Rouxs‘ reealled the students relatiné “their life in college and how they were
dlsmplmed and treated as schoolboys i In turn, the Rouxs “told them of the movement and of
Indlela Yenkululeko ” (The Road to Freedom), a recently launched monthly magazme

Wychffe Tsotsi says that the magazme made the students aware of the extent of po_lltlcal

~

 strife in the country.*

‘ Whlle the students were eager to Ilsten to Roux, the authorltles felt his teachlngs were

. contrary to those of the College Alexander Kerr, the school’s ﬁrst prlnmpal was squarely

! Mghayi (trans Robert Kavanaugh), “The Prince of Bntam” (1 925), in The Makmg ofa Servant and Other
: Poems, pp. 14-16. Quoted in Sampson, Mandela, 23 ~ o '
Govan Mbeki, interview by author, Port Ehzabeth 19 November 1998
¥ Colin Bundy, “Schooled For Life,” 18.
* Tsotsi, interview by author
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against the college becomlng a polltlcal agency [He] wanted the Fort Hare authorlties to
control, channel and dor_nestlcate Afncan asplratlons. 5 Tsotsi says, “[t]he authorities were
not interested in us involving ourselves in [political activity]. Any sign of activity by th.e
students wh1ch was independent of the authority was crashed down.i’6 Sipho Makalima (’36-‘
’40) describes early Fort Hare as a “very conservati_ve. place,” and says that despite what may
havc been the best of intentions on the part of the 1niSSi0naries who ran Fort Hare in its early
years, it was not an “open un.iversity..” He'adds,’ | |

[tThere was always a very strange'attitude. “The church people who were very, very religious

seemed committed to black educatic but had very strange attitudes
towards black advancement, very st titudes to contact with outside
.~ people, especially .black Americans, inists. We hardly'knew what
~ communism was but before we kne s, .we knew that there were so

many people who should not be listen:

Roux was barred from carnpus ;uuvcrc forbidden from attending h1s

- lectures. Kerr believed that ﬂﬂ%‘l‘%‘fﬁ?‘ﬁfﬁm&i‘l‘l H-ﬁiide In the early days at
Fort Hare, Scripture readmgs comﬂlﬁm&ﬁaca&erﬂ'i& JeautuiBy. Roux was seen to be rocking
the foundation Kerr Strove so hard to build. “The idea was,” says Tsotsi, “that we shouldn’t
worry ourselves about the situation there because God is there God will look after us and
change the situation one day We don’t have to do anythmg about it. & When the liberal-

| Christian ba51s of the College was thought to be under attack, rest_rlctlons replaced open
 discussion. The visit of Roux brought into focus the vievy of the Fort Hare authorities that it
was not the role of a university to critique-thc' political systern. According to Kerr, religion,

not politics, was the cornerstone of university life.

Although Fort Hare ended up playmg an nnportant role in liberation movements

throughout Afr1ca, it wasn’t created to breed revolutionaries In fact durlng its early years it

-

* Burchell, “Alexander Kerr,” 20.
§ Tsotsi, interview by author.
? Sipho Makalrma, mtervrew by author, Allce, 26 October 1998
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‘ Students he added should view themselves “as part of a nation army preparmg themselves

. for their destlny whlch is to rule thlS country and 1ndeed the contment 765

‘In 1948, the YL began to grow convincingly under the direction of A.P. Mda. Joe
- Matthews says, “before Mda carne on the scene the Youth League Was really only inthe

‘ Transvaal Provmce And Mda tr1ed to spread it to all the dlfferent provmces 66 Determmed

. to hnk the Fort Hare campus with the YL Mda sought to estabhsh a branch there As F ort

' Hare was home to the leadlng members o ack mtelhgentsra, and teachers
,tramed at Fort Hare went on to educate ‘ untry, the untversity wasv
strateglcally 1mportant for Mda In'tJ y of Young Africans (SOYA),

| the youth wmg of the All—Afrlcan Convcmvu «eceived more support on campus, )
but with the commg to poweWWlet(BW gaf,ge The resusmtatlon
of the AN c under Xuma, the unsetﬂﬁlg cifeen oﬂﬂ&m 4hd@alan’s victory over Smuts in
1948 had all “roused the Fort Hare student body toa new pitch of pohtlcal concern.’ 68 The
_ | AAC’s 'comphant stance was mcreasmgly looked down upon as a more conﬁ‘ontahonal |

! position was embraced, especially by the youth.®

The change in atmosphere could be seen in Beware, a dally commentary on pohtlcal
1ssues prepared by Robert Sobukwe Denms S1w18a (’47-’49) and Pelem Ga1a21 Stamper
_ (’47—’49) that was posted 'on campus not1ce boards. Hand-written, the toplc of choice of .

these daily manifestos was non-collaboration, with fierce attacks on such advisory bodies as

8 Joe Matthews, “The Slgmﬁcance of the Afncan Nat1onahst Programme,” Inkundla ya Bantu, 5 November
1949, Quoted in Gerhart, Black Pawer in South Aﬁ'zca, 69.
8 Matthews, interview by author. .
& Gerha.tt Black Power in South Aﬁ'zca, 127
- ®op.cit, 128, '
. 6 T. R.H White. “Z.K. Matthews and the Formatlon of the ANC Youth League,” 129

_78_






























By the tirne Makgothi entered Fort Hare 1n 1948 he had already v‘been formally‘.hl »

~ introduced into politics. However once at Fort Hare, his political understanding matured.
“Fort Hare for us, it helped us to ﬁnd ourselves to find ourselves in a world in whlch we

“could have been swallowed up and ended up bemg _]ust rubbrsh ? says Makgoth1 105 Indeed '

.d1scu551on and debate permeated the campus Rama Thumbadoo (’46 ’49) says, _

B In the hostels ...vwe ’d talk about the political situation. And we had debating societies. And
- we got the East London newspaper, the Daily Dispatch. We used to read that, about what was
going on m the outside world. The Chnstran Umon Hall had a radio and we used to listen to
the news. " In Beda Hostel, it was " ve hostel meetings. ... It was .
*'something that was looked forward to rs relating to the hostel, but that
- is where ... we had this political thinki : e S
In Makgothi’s ﬁrst year he witr ults of this increasingly
pol1t1cally charged atmosphere “The first 'ppened at Fort Hare is we openedva
‘ branch of the Youth League ’[Hﬁzixseklgiﬁbm %ﬁlﬁr&n@f his polltlcal
consciousness to being i m the right {fab(eeaf thd’ ﬁghﬂrrﬁez llifé ﬁ’EW up around AP. Mda. In
", _high school, Tambo and Joe Matthews influenced him. _And at Fort Hare, again, he was -
fortunate to come in contact with outstandi_ng political figures. Rubbing shoulders with
people like future Basutoland Congress Party'Pre_sident Ntsu Mokhehle, Sobukwe, future
 President of Zimbabwe Robert Mugabe (’SOl’S 1) future ANC Secretary-General Duma
‘ Nokwe (’47-’50) Ntatho Motlana (C46- ’48) an Afrrcamst who was to become medlcal doctor
to Mandela and Sobukwe, and Matthews, who moved w1th Makgoth1 from St. Peter sto Fort

Hare, his mv_olvement deepened. He says,

103 op. cit.
op cit.
- % op. cit.
106 Rama Thumbadoo, interview by author, Durban 25 Apl‘l] 1999.
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[IJook, I went to Fort Hare when I was eighteen. I left Fort Hare five years later when I was’
23 and a lot of my political understanding matured when I was in Fort Hare...I’m telling you
we in the Youth League, we said to ourselves, look...we have a role to play out there...We are
not just going to disappear in society and we thought that was the weakness of the intellectuals
_ before us, left Fort Hare and just got swallowed up. They didn’t seem to make any 1mpact on
. the llves of people. So we thought we had a mission. 107 . :

The ZXK. Factor .
Makgothl s peers were not the only people who mﬂuenced his polltlcal development
at Fort Hare. -Although Matthews, M_okhehle and Sobukwe were all his contem_poranes in the

| Vi’etoda_EaSt Youth League,‘ he also leamed a great deal from Joe’s father, ZK. Matthews.

" “[We had] dlSCUSSIOnS w1th him about a relating to the struggle,-v the
. organ1zat10n And he llked that He’d s )y, and laugh."’108 As Apreviously ’
mentiohed, the revitalization of the AN( led with the war and the National '

Party victory of 1948, .had-an effeet on the'or student politieal activism at Fort
‘I-Iaref However, one of the n@m%lw’elw @P%ﬁeﬂ@mes 'on student aetivisrn
~was that'of ZXK. Matthews. ‘Many E?élﬁiéwees %e’ak Gt rtﬁgMatthe\ws played in their |
: pohtlcal development Asked about hlS father s mﬂuence on the students at Fort Hare, Joe
says “w1thout Z K really, what have you got"”109 And while Joe is obviously biased there.
" is some degree of truth in what he says. In ZK. Matthews autoblography, Momca Wilson
wrltes,

[flew people realize what an influence he was to generations of students at Fort Hare. This
- naturally applied more specifically to those who actually attended lectures given by hlm, but
. many to whom he did not formally lecture admired him and came under hrs influence."

‘Born in Barkley East in 1900, Matthews went to Lovedale High School before
, enrollmg ina matrlculatlon class at Fort Hare in 1918 He ﬁnlshed hlS BA degree at Fort

‘ Hare, becomlng the sc_hool’s first graduateon 3_May 1924._ Aﬁer a stmt as headma‘ster at

107 Makgothl, 1nterv1ew by author
1% 6op. cit. _
19 Matthews, interview by author N
VA4 Matthews F reedom For My PeopIe, 1 16.
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Adams College in Natal and study at Yale Unlver51ty in the United States where he eamed an 1 -
M.A., Matthews returned to Ahce acceptmg a lectureshlp in Natlve Law and Soc1a1
Anthropology at Fort Hare in 1936 In 1944 followmg D. D NUR} abavu s ret1rement

R Matthews was promoted to professor andvmade head of the Afrlcan S_tudles Department. |

Although Wh1te calls Z K. Matthews an educatlonal “elitist™ and more of a hberal

- than a natlonahst, he acknowledges that many students became actlve through contact w1th
Z.K. He writes, “students _were drawn to hear the man who was able to dlssect the many :
social:problems‘ theyffaced‘.‘ Many learr frOm Matthews »111 Often, it |

' would be in the ‘form’ of argument or de 1scusswn, the students developed
a .reverence _for thelr teacher. J oeMatthc

' [s]tudents would argue with him. And he Mok here I’'m the profeSSor, I’m not
prepared to discuss politi ith you chaps, you §)£ dy your,spbjects. He would hoe the

arguments and exchange bealddl Avduirficnth thh schBt% lot of them when
“they leave the university would that was the ég# red them. Because of what
he was and what he was prepare ‘ﬁoth fn ass git!"?

' Godfrey Pltje who was an opponent of Z K. Matthews later in the 1940s, speaks of
~ the professor’s influence during the 1942 Beda Hall student strlke “T remember several
'sc1ence students dlscussmg his mﬂuence Z K. offered to speak to the students but they
‘ tumed down the suggestlon on the grounds that once he had spoken the str1ke would
- collapsc 113 Indeed a type of fearﬁll respect developed for Matthews Although the m111tant
: youth of the Youth League thought Z. K s.views to be accomodatlomst, they were -
: nevertheless constantly in awe of his ablllty to win any debate by calmly dlssectmg and
analyzing the p011t1ca1 srtuatlon in the country or on the 'campusv. Makgothl talks of

Matthews’ prowess: .

11 WWhite, “Z.K. Matthews and the Formatlon of the ANC Youth League,” 128,
"2 Matthews, interview by author.
A K Matthews, Freedom For My People, 1 16
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inﬂuence Oliver Tamborhad on :himyv‘hile studymg at. St. Peter’s, Joe ’says',v ;‘tvyjhen you are'

’ the son of Z.K. o you won’t be mﬂuenced by anyone You don’t need any other mﬂuences »

Born i in Durban on 17 June 1929, the eldest son of Z K. and Frleda, Joe descrrbes his family :
s ¢ very political.” He completed‘hls prlmary educatlonat Lovedale, before movmg on to St. -

| Peter’s, where he jbined the ANC Youth Leag'ue‘. “My dad Was intensely' political and he was

: one of the leadmg figures in the country pol1t1cally And we had our own, llbrary [Wthh] |

was full of pohtlcal mater1a1 and books Joe remembers con51stently leammg'from hls

B father

- There was a lot of argument and disc had discussions and sometimes
' they would be quite- profound. I with him the whole . issue of
_ civilizations ... that had gone virtuall; uestion was, what is it that each
civilization did which was a change tt w you don’t often [see] a father
and son discuss the merits or otherwi es of c1v1hzatrons, but w1th hlm '
you could dofit. ... He would even poi 1d read. 1o -

» Thus when he arrlvet{gtﬁ} 3giri§lcn§ergtpd§f@ﬂt ﬂafgpétlcally speakmg, he
was ahead of them He became the c‘h‘%hrman of theEﬁ,’ 'brafrc'h at St. Peter S and earned a

reputation asa die-hard. Joe entered Fort Hare in 1947 and became the secretary of the Youth |
League when it was founded in 1948. “I can’t say I got my political consciousness from Fort

' Hare, says Joe who adds “I got it from my parents, obviously.”"!

The Early Flftles

Although Buthelezl says that he leamed pohtlcs from his “mother S knee ” his real
poht1cal education occurred at Fort Hare under the watchful eye of Matthews. Born on 27
| ~ August 1928 in Mahlabatlm Zululand hlS mother was the granddaughter of King Cetshwayo
| and daughter of ng Dlmzulu Hrs father was the grandson of Chlef Mnyamana Buthele21

;Prlme Mlmster to ng Cetshwayo Buthelez1 grew up ina trad1t1ona1 household, spendmg o

130 Matthews, mterv1ew by author
11 op. cit..
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pcwers' and Mdlalose;s lnterest_woulds.oonbevdrawn.. Hrs 01der brOther-Edwardw'as also at
. FortHare and was a member of the YL. “But he thoUght I was 00 young to join politics. He
wasn’t interested in telling me much,about that,” says Mdlalose. It; was l\/Iangosuthu .

. Buthe1e21 doing his third and ﬁnal year who got the younger Mdlalose brother involved.

Mdlalose says,

I met him on a Saturday and he told me there was a meetmg of the Youth League over at
Ntselemanzi. ‘Have I heard about that?’ ' ‘No, I haven’t heard about that.’ ‘Didn’t your
" brother tell you? ‘No. Come, let’s go.”. So I went to Ntselemanzi. To my surprise, my
brother was one of the speakers at Ntselemanz1 And so [ got mterested in thlS Youth League

: and I became a member 1 -

D1sregard1ng hxs brother s thougl ,turity,' lVIdlalose became
..mcreasmgly mvolved in YL act1v1ty He )ntrovers1al nature of polltlcs
B when the Governor General’s v151t was boyovvnule college became ahve w1th
‘  events like that It was black/@ﬁﬁpélfg:itttirﬁ W%i.tom&lael in the country with
’,resultant act1v1ty at_ the college,” he Ia'yfsl.‘?ASa yb‘unéer rﬁén'ﬂjér«éf the YL, Mdlalose was
educated by 'the group’s more senior radfeals. “We got into: -+~ groups, or cells;” he said. |
“We had groups that were glven lectures on polmcs Flﬂy F1ﬁy-one, there was a lot of tha ?

Joe Matthews was a powerﬁll 1nfluence on Mdlalose

He was informed. He read African newspapers He told us about Dr Kwame Nkrumah We

did this in small groups because the Youth League was banned -at Fort Hare. Our bible was

. Time Longer than Rope by Edward Roux. Then of course we also studied the Commumst
o Mamfesto and the 1ntroductlon by Harold Laski™ = -

““You must have heard about this,” Mdlalose says,v:readyinghimself to relate one of
- his favorite stories. “I did not touch her,” he says. He proceeds to recount the tale of Frieda

_. Mattbews’ graduation from F ort Hare lin,195 1,. an event that influenced his political

op cit.
op cit. -
op cit.
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' 'develi)pment a great deal. Malalose tells of one of the ‘inc‘idents_that mad_e him aware .ofv the
extent and absurdity of racial strife in South Africa:

Dr. A.J. Van Ryan who was vice-chancellor [chancellor] to Fort Hare had capped Mrs. Frieda

Matthews. ... And then the parliament and the NP were taunting him saying we saw you in the

- pictures with Mrs. Matthews. 'And he said, ‘but I didn’t touch her.” Now that was put in the

- ‘newspapers, the Daily Dispatch. ... And then it touched me that here is the wife of Professor

Matthews who we respect so much the vice-principal of Fort Hare, she is the librarian. And

“she’s doing prwate studies and being capped This one said, ‘I dld not touch her _That
1nfur1ated us. e

| -Buthelezr recalls the mcrdent as well saymg, “We have never forgotten that, that he was

rboastmg that he dldn’t touch her as 1f she was a leper =180
' Mdlalose was of course, also inf ously rnentioned'events of 1952
at Fort Hare. ‘He was an active participa Defiance Carhpaign; even

recelvmg a beatmg from the pohce He a.svrm:nt for secession frorn NUSAS.

d t
Mdlalose’s 1nc1p1ent African ﬁtﬁ % %1} a%rea i/ft}dgr rlp Pf deaétron to NUSAS
Desprte reading Edward Roux and ﬁle@antmmmim@wmn Hare, Mdlalose says that
his ' |

" political thinking at the time was completely against communism. ... When I read about

-~ communism, it was hard to understand it. The more I understood it and the more I read about -
what was happening in Russia, the more I disliked communism. ... I found myself going more
and more towards Aﬁ'lcamsm " o o

In 1955, whlle in Medrcal School Mdlalose spoke out agamst the Freedom Charter, wh1ch
he felt was ev1dence of “the commumst element, whrch we had seen creeping 1nto the ANC,
: gamlng the upper hand 181 When the PAC was formed Mdlalose was 1nv1ted to _]om but he

dec1ded to remain w1th the ANC and try to reform it from within. The polmcal nationalist in »

. h1m first V131ble in the 1952 battle opposmg NUSAS would remain a strong element of

Mdlalose s poht1cal 1deology throughout hlS career

™ op. cit..
- 1% Buthelezi, interview by author.
- ® Mdlalose, interview by author.
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- exceeding the college curfew. Naidoo tells how Dent, whose first initials were C.P. earned '-)
' the nickname “College Private Detective” amongst the students:

The Tyumie River was virtually the boundary as far as Dent was concerned. If you got into
Alice and were there after eight o’clock you were out of bounds. -So he would stand on the
bridge with a big trench coat and find out who came and who didn’t.” And if he got you, you
weresgin for a lathering the next day. But he never got us. - We would run and he couldn’t
run.

_ V.Others mcluding Frank Mdlalose, preferred to call him “College Public Dlsgrace ? Buthelezi

| says Dent was “authoritarian by nature” and Mdlalose describes Dent’s reign as a bumbhng
i one where the Professor “lost hls ﬁber lost hlS respect. . | He made 1mprornptu criticisms,
wrong decrsions and then Professor Man : nd prote,ct him, 'srnooth things
over. | - | |

” 190

' 'Although Cragg describes Dent as vaud hard;WOrking,” the Principal
_ was never able to gam the cortglﬁi%&agﬁe?emcﬁt}}e[*ﬁﬁ 191 Kerr’s disciplinary
legacy seeped 1nto Dent’s managemeﬂufﬂtﬂﬁzomggxndfwdﬂtéﬁ ina growmg tension
between Dent and the students over domestic issues. Cragg notes that college and hostel
rules oﬁen caused clashes, with the students ultlmately ignoring regulatlons on hours of

study, out-of bounds and lights- out 192

Compulsory da11y morning services, a mandatory‘
Sunday service and Wednesday night sennonsloﬁen rankled with the students. A deClaration '
| : by the SRC .shows that the object of theistudentss ire was less the religion than the |
cornpulsion," as niany of theni carne from at least sornewhat religious families: .as the SRC
: resolutlon put it, “[r]oll-51gnmg in mommg assembly is childish and respon51bllity for daily

£ 22193

attendance should be left up to the studen The Princ1pal and wardens often went

around the hostels during the Sunday service to look for absentees. Yet many students

1% Naidoo, interview by author. .
- 1% Buthelezi, interview by author; Mdlalose, 1ntcrv1ew by author.
s Cragg, Fort Hare, 33.
%2 op. cit., 35. :
193 Vol.2 SRC 31 May 1952 Fort Hare Papers
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mvolved And the prmclple was that the senate had taken that decrsron to prohlbrt people
. going to. mzana without consultatron wrth the SRC B/

Nardoo agrees that the factors underlymg the strrke were never acknowledged by the

,authontres. “The real motive was suppressron that was apphed to us,” he says.'*

Fort Hare ofﬁcrals reacted strongly and swrftly to the students boycott. Dent was
: offended by their action, panxcked and began to lose control of the college The Senate .

: v1ewed the boycott as the culmmatron of a “long process of defiance” and felt that strong

-action had to be*taken 209 Senate meetlng - >mas Alty, the V1ce—Chancellor
'of Rhodes Umversrty, was consulted an( ive met It was dec1ded to close _ |
o ,the college temporarrly and send all stud ions were made m secrecy for

the closure and the rallway agreed to prCJVl\-v-- .0 take students home. At a :
o college assembly on the Wedr[}ilﬁ/ y@iugﬂgo,lleﬁuﬁthe %raﬁiatron boycott, Dent directed | ‘
the students to campus bulletin boar@ M@Meﬂmt&ew instructions. Afraid of their
) -reactron to the closure, he let notrces posted on these boards do the talkmg Most students

201 The police were called in to see that the proceedings went

were to leave on a train at noon.
smoothly Nardoo recalls, “[p]ohce surrounded Fort Hare and we were marched out of there.
’ The ﬁrst t1me we saw police armored veh1c1es was when they entered Fort Hare Guys with

guns came in. 'I‘hey accompanied the train right up to Durban.”>"

As had been the case with _Sobukwe’s speech at the 1949 Completer’s Social, the
S college _authorities, particular_ly Dent, failed to comprehend the complexity of the events of -

| 1955. Beard notes, the “inability of most staff to 'comprehen_'d the very-meani_ng of the |

- 198 Andrew Masondo, interview by author, Pretona, 25 May 1999
9 Naidoo, interview by author.
200 Cragg, Fort Hare, 39.
" Top. cit., 40
202 Naldoo interview by author.
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| So, w1thrMatthews in charge there was the p0551b1hty ofa new beginnmg of sorts

' Under The 1951 Rhodes Umversrty (Private) Act, Fort Hare had been afﬁhated w1th Rhodes, -
with the eventual goal of assummg the 1ndependent status recommended in the 1947
Government Un1vers1ty Report The 1955 Un1vers1t1es Act No. 61, whlch prov1ded for the
-mclusron of Fort Hare amongst the umversrtres of the country, made it eligrble for full

| government fundmg An initial enrollment of 16 students in 1916 had swelled to 368 by

- 1956.2% However, Matthews was not the prmcrpal of Fort Hare under ordmary

L

- crrcumstances 'Ihrust into the dlfﬁcult p fimm it ~°pa1r relations between the

: students and the authoritres, he took the 1§ 3 that the prospect of
government mterference began mcreasm. experience at Fort Hare for -
~ both staff and students. And in addition 1plementation of university

B apartheid Matthews had to d with his arrgst on c%ar es of treason in December of 1956.
, ) 1 e Hue
Improvements to both the physrcal M@pg@d%awé%ofgé)rt Hare were put on hold as

the unrver51ty s perrlous posrtion took center stage

224 Student Statistics, 1956, Fort Hare Papers.
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| In a letter to Alexander Kerr 'the High' Commissioner for India wrote of “a"
.number ofi 1nstances of Indran students experrencmg dlfficulty in securlng entry 1nto
'_ the law and medrcal facult1es of South Afrrcan universities. s Bughwan attributes
the increasingly atlraction of teaching to Indians to the diﬁlculties, both financial and
| E loglstrcal they faced on the path towards medlcme Others, who dld not want to give
_ | up the dream ofa med1cal career, went to Fort Hare to complete their ﬁrst year
‘ s_cxence course. Bughwan says, _b S
| Fort' Hare was attractlve to lndi.an student‘s... It was one of the few places where you
could go and be a student in the ad do a science degree and
- become a science teacher even if study of pure science or go
~onto medical'studies’:“s‘_‘_ ' ‘ ’ :
In addltlon to'prov1d1ng acce Fort Hare offered Indians an
affordable educatlon The Natal Prov1nw Department gave bursarres to
‘ Indlans to encourage thenlmg tt@i}s Hye@’ﬂ E@'lrto Nﬁam science teachers
. The Ind1an schools were short of’sc'ience teachers and the f“w people who came out
| of Fort Hare w1th B Scs found employment easrly Though some Indians at Fort Hare
came ﬁ'om the Cape and pa1d their own way, most onglnated»from Natal as the
scholarshlp from the Educatlon Department financed therr schoolmg Eventually
~ about 90 percent of the science teachers in Natal were tramed at Fort Hare 'Rama
Thumbadoo_ says, “[w]hen_I studre_d at Sastn College, many of the teachers were ex-
' Fort Harlans.”lg o |
| XXX |
| RA Pillay. was one of the ’Indian 'students >Who 'followed that route to Fort

: .Hare a,nd-heyond. ‘One of eight children, Pillay’s father was a mine laborer in Natal

M Bughwan, interview by author.
15 High Commissioner of India letter to Kerr, 10 March 1944 The ngh Commrssnoner for Indla 1942- :
s 1954 File, Fort Hare Papers.
‘ Bughwan interview by author
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Six in one year before bm.ovi.ng on to barknel Crescent, which was the girls’ high

school in Durban. ‘Bu‘ghwan entered F ort Hare at the age of fiﬁeen, much younger

than the other students, in 1942 after what she describes as a “sheltered” childhood.
N Due to her age, she was afforded special treatment upon am'val at the college:

Mrs. Kerr [the Principal’s wife] realised there was a child of 15 at this college.
Because of that, my roommate and I got -an invitation to come over and have supper
with them [the Kerrs]. We were honored, went along and had this special meal. He

- [Principal Kerr] asked me a thousand questions about where I came from, ‘my
commumty m Durban and so on. ' . » :

_ She says “It was the ﬁrst tune I d ever been away ﬁ'om home or thrown together with
‘ people ﬁ'om,dlfferent cultures.” As B of the Ind1ans who studled at
'AFort H'are, life at the conege"helped ltype's that had been ingrained

in them by both their families and

It did, as sheltered Indian studenss .. u 10 have this exposure. One
_ tended to be very insular., There was M in your day to day life in your
- homes. And I think t.of Indian stpdents wi ack to their homes and educated
their families. -They kdufdt8, @It S4liNes@ @ Bfak 1@ a country like
‘South Africa.- Because we teaded tq think the world b and ended with ourselves.
That was the policy of the mﬁlﬂo kee .~Bata lot of Indians didn’t
- even need encouraging in that respect. Prejudices are inbred in all societies. And so
. often we’re accused of having come from a very caste conscious society. It’s true. I
 think Fort Hare was a salutary experlence for ... me2 -

. The atmosphere at Fort Hare stimulated Bughwan: “We didn’t go there as
'Ind1an students _]ust to study We d1d have a very good un1vers1ty 11fe WIt was ‘such.
o a dynamlc place to be People got together sunply to talk, to exchange notes, to read

- together, to be together.” .Bughw‘an became pollt_lcally aware_ for the first time at Fort
' ‘Hare_as ‘she carne into contact with new people and chceptsi ’ 3

" There were many political meetings. I recall the meetings at which people like
Oliver Tambo, I mean Oliver Tambo was sitting there as a grown man as president of
the SRC when I was a 15-year-old. I do remember him and what dynamism he had -
even then. He was there in my first year. ... T can still recall him at the main table,

- President of the SRC. . They held meetings ranging from complaining about the
dreadful food to much more weighty matters. You learned an awful lot. And you
real1sed that we’d been sheltered and unaware. I think we became politicised at Fort
Ha_re .

2 Bughwa.n 1nterv1ew by author
5 op. cit.
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" At Fort Hare during Logan Naidoo’s days, the students Went ona hunger
- strike and ZX. Matthews w1fe Frleda was forced to take up uten51ls in the kitchen

in an effort to nnprove the food Naldoo says

[e]very day when 1t came eatmg time, we came to the CU Hall and had a meeting
- there. - No food to eat. The third day ... they said, well, we've improved things
-tremendously in the dining hall so they’re bringing the food to sample. =So they
-brought six or eight plates of boiled cabbage. As it came there, we couldn’t see much
- of the difference. But the guys when they saw the food and the smelled the foocl
they saw all of the 1mprovement _They had to eat. * S

' thtle groups called syndlcates were formed mostly by Indlan students who

mlssed the currles of their home kltcl he paltry Fort Hare dlet. e
- Wednesday and Saturday aﬂe_moons e students took advantage of -
- the free time to do a little cooking. R s, “this thing was |

~ determined by whether you recelved mo'r you didn’t, you couldn’t o
part1c1pate 50 Wlth cookm_g Hwemtif}sl@qt%ﬂnmrfé” the syndlcates |
| -prov1ded many of the African st{ld’eﬂfs‘&i‘fh thair-ftstastdd of curry. “We invited the "
other students to Jom us,” says Herby Govmden “I had a very good frlend from
Uganda who _]omed us because he couldn’ t take it elther 731 R A. Plllay says,
_“[s]ome of them hadn’t touched the thmgs before In fact, if’ you ask Frank

| Mdlalose he 11 say hey, he misses that curry. 52 For Matsepe-Casaburn who -
belonged to a syndlcate at Eluk, Fort Hare food never became a problem “I had alot
- of Indian fnends sol shared whatever food they ate,” she says Thus the deﬁ01ency
in the dining hall was transformed into a cross-cultural leammg experlence a lesson :

. that could only have taken place at multr—ramal F ort Hare.

. “T Tsotsi, interview by author.
8 Hyslop, The Classroom Struggle, 16.
9 Naidoo, interview by author.
- % Thumbadoo, interview by author.
8 Govinden, interview by author.
52 Pnllay, interview by author.
Matsepe-Casabum, interview by author o
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| : Non-collaboratlon hlghhghted by Robert Sobukwe in his 1949 speech
, dommated discussion at Fort Hare in the late nmeteen-fortles Frleda Matthews

recalled the passion of campus debate saying,,

[tThere can be no doubt that political consciousness grew among most students during
‘their period of study. ... There was hot debate on how far and in what way
. government institutions should be boycotted and in what way members of the ANC

v should co- operate with those of other racial groups. ‘

At times, the ire of the students fell on her husband Professor Z. K Matthews, who

| partlcrpated in the Natrve Representatlve Councﬂ that the militant students despised

so much.
The 195 0s brought new tOplt itellectual atmosphere on
campus As mentroned in chapter o irawal from NUSAS was

paramount in 1952. Howe}er throughout the df,ci_‘de the most heated debates were
lAlx e.l. / o -1 18. e

i between the ANC Youth‘.Leaglrp'é@cgmeSogﬁmggmge@ﬁwans Over the years,

both orgamsatlons were popular amongst the students SOYA controlled the campus
before the Vlctorla East Branch of the Youth League was founded in 1948 and gained
the upper hand and regamed control in the perlod following the Deﬁance Campalgn
when the ANC was hampered by bannmgs and mfiltratlon In the later fiﬂles the YL
'reasserted 1tself under the strong leadershlp of Ambrose Maklwane who led the
reslstance to university apartheld. “When I arrived .. the Youth League . was rather '
~ weak. lt seemed to me when I got there that it was dommated more'or less by the ‘

- Unity MoVement,” says Makiwane.” |

Yet, no matter whlch group had majorlty support at a partlcular tlme the :

_mteractlon between SOYA and the YL dommated campus debate partrcularly in the

7 Matthews, Remembrances, 126.
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- The SOYA and ANC groupings held.their ownrneetings .getting together only
-to drscuss issues that affected the college asa whole Frank Mdlalose describes how,

asa leader of the Youth League he kept abreast of SOYA’s discussions:

In our pOllthS, taklng pOllthS SO serrously, I felt I must know what all the other
political organisations are thinking and I must...be informed. So I planted a new
student in SOYA. [ planted him there. The Unity Movement, they used to meet -
behind Beda Hall in the bush. I had to send somebody to give me information and he
had to behave like he didn’t know me. He had to report to me ... as a spy ... on
Sunday nights, room number 75, Ferguson Davie ... an eye in the other movement..

. Not for the sakc of klllmg or assaulting, but jllSt for the sake of being part of the

thought process
' Mabindisa'recalls the_debate - ling the1959 potato boycott as
g clearl)"“delineating the difference bef )YA He describes the
dit/ergent philosophies of the two m runt of the events, saying,

“[t]here weré} these potato farmers ir. ..rv.v actually were getting laborers _
" ﬁom the | risons. ’l‘his a-form of ave | orpg of the people who were
fromthep 2o of fove oy SR o s PP

worklng there were k111ed in thaﬁqmsm fl’hHANC&MlHd Maoycott of potatoes to

protest agamst the unfair labor practlces of the farmers. Mabmdlsa descrlbes how the
, Youth Leaguers supported the call by the1r parent organrsatlon “The ANC Youth

) Leaguers felt that we shouldn’t eat potatoes [m the dining hall]. We used to take
potatoes and throw them out ” SOYA did not approve of the Youth Leaguers

methods. Mabmdrsa says

) .[t]he people who belonged to the Unity Movement the beans, thought that we were

childish. They were waiting for the peasants to start their revolt and we were doing

"+ all these silly things, boycotts. ... They were always harping on the fact that you have

to prepare peasants for a revolutron and its only the peasants who can lead thrs
revolution,”® .

™ Mdlalose, interview by author.
80 Mabmdrsa, mtervrew by author.

145












4
The Road to Takeover |

There are worse thmgs that can happen toa person than the loss of hts “bread. » Ones soul '
is much more important. .

-Z.K. Matthews
| '. Taking Control o ,
* In 1959, eleven years afterc National Party (NP) secured
o passageof the Promotion of Bantu'v! t, which recognised eight
distinct homelands on ethnic grounc aachinery for these areas to

' beled to vself-government' ! Unable 10 v or African politicat activism
the government mcreasmU Wéﬁtyaelfummfé( to entrench their \
' rpower That same year, the go@ﬂﬁéﬁt&&gﬁe&ﬁ%ftyfﬁucaﬁon in line with -

| thelr ethmcally deﬁned goals Speakmg in June of 1959 WA. Maree the Mmlster of
Bantu Educatlon sald that the prov151on of separate unlversmes had “[a] very close |
connectlon w1th all the other leglslatlon of thls govemment which deals with the |
development of the Bantu as separate natlonal groups [Promouon of Bantu Self—

E Govemment Act, the Bantu Authorltles Act and the Bantu Educatlon Act] w2 Wlth
 the passage in Parllament of the Extensmn of Un1ver51ty Educatlon Act and the Fort

v Hare Transfer Act, umver51ty apartheld became an mtegral component of a .

govemme_nt strategy to defuse pohtlcal opposmon through the Bantustan Policy.

! Christopher Saunders and Nicholas Southey, | Dtctxonary of South Aﬁ'zcan sttory (Cape Town
: Davnd Phillip, 1998), 20. : _ ,
. Beale Umverszty Aparthetd 146.
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'opportumtres ayailable to the government for themanlpulation of the political cultures_ ’
- of the unlver51ty colleges w23 From 15 May to 12 June 1959, the Fort Hare Transfer
Bill was debated before a Select Committee of Parhament and pronouncements by -
" Government members of Parliament durlng the proceedmgs outllne the role
" enVISloned for the new colleges One mimster sa1d “the colleges must prevent a

s sp1r1t of equahty arismg ? Another sa1d they “will destruct [src] the disastrous

mﬂuences of l1berallsm Wthh is usmg the umver51ty as a breedmg place ? It was also

1 proclalmed that the colleges were ne""“ 4 e °v1l 1nﬂuences mﬁltratmg”
’and that students of the colleges mus 1lthy711nes from the bottom
p w24 ZXK. Matthews wrote that the of the colleges was

“fr1ghten1ng,” in that

call members of council will havev to be pro-!overnment and Senate will be subject to
a discipline code whigh ‘q!]ib mﬁr& xﬁy&a\.\iﬁﬁ I;Eall@ you are told,
. eat sleep and be merry wi € obvio or suchas

| vReaction at Fort Hare: The Official Response
“So the bombshell has fallen,” wrote Z.K. Matthews on 14 March 1957. In

] ohannesburg facing treason charges, Matthews kept abreast of the news surrounding
un1versrty apartheid and the subJect dommated letters to his wife, Fneda, in Alice
Upon reading the terms of the Universrty Apartherd Blll he Wrote “Verwoerd seems
- determined to get everythmg African under hlm. Three days later, he wrote to his

' wife “I feel that the Bill is even worse than we had" anticipated. Every‘single freedom

‘ usually associated w1th Umversrtles will be gone Yet Matthews was not paralysed
’ by the shockmg nature of the b111 As soon as he was he made aware of its contents,

* he began to formulate opposrtlon, telling Frleda, “I feel that a speclal council meetmg

3 op. cit. 146. ‘ )
2 Burrows and Matthews, A Short chtorzal History of the Umverszty Callege of F ort Hare, 42,
B ZK. Matthews, Freedom for My People, 122.
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| Mab1nd1sa was born in Healdtown in 1940 and grew up in Port Alfred where‘ o
' both of his parents were teachers Although hlS parents sympathlsed w1th the ANC,
nelther of them was pohtrcally actlve “My father part101patcd in local p011t1cs
_ _on advisory boards ... more than anythm_g elsc . but because he was a ClVll servant
[he]'was not allowed to participate openly m politics.” Mabindisa’s mOther Was a
| leader in'the“‘S(‘)'uth Afrlcan Women’s heague, but :he says this group Was mo‘rea
 welfare Aorganisation‘ thana politic_al one. vMalbindisa was cducated in Port Alfred up

to Standard Six before being sent to St. MaﬂheW’s'Cnllege, a mission school near -

‘ ’Keiskammahoe_k. ‘While growing ur indisa remembers reading,
with interest, copies of Hansard that _er detailing the Parliamentary
debates. He was also influenced by ign:

rhere were many people arrested nw in my hometovm, who werc
it et e POV gl o brRcs TR o Some
out OfJ ail. Somy educanonmg\ém@egamhgxw{ . » :
195 5, the government took over St. Matthew’s‘ and Mabmdlsa received
another politicalles’son.. With St. Matthew’s -declared a girls’v school, he was forced to
J'mo've to Lo've.dale which was reserved 'for bo'ys in the government’s new'sc':h'eme. He
says “[o]ne of the thmgs that the govemment Wanted to do was to dlsmantle |
m1ss1onary educatlon because they felt the type of educatlon we got at [these schools]
Was prepar1ng us to join the elite of the country and would make us env1ous of the
| European llfe ol »At Lovedale' Mabindisa began reading New Aga and Torch and, :
- mﬂuenced by Maklwane he _]omed the ANC Youth League The leaders atF ort
& Hare mcludmg Maklwane and Bllly Mod1se .could oﬁen be seen m1t1at1ng Lovedale

\

youngsters 1nto pOllthS. Maklwane.says,'“[t]here Was a lot of contact. They were

Mabmdlsa, interview by authOr
op. cit.
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It was the longest interview as he was given in no uncertain terms the conditions for
his re-appointment. ... Amongst these were that he would be expected to resign from
the ANC and take no part in political activity. He would have to cooperate fully with
all that was embodied in the new Tribal University Legislation,. He was in fact to
become an ordinary civil servant, ready to do his master’s bidding at all times. ... To
say we were shocked is to put it mildly ... so sure were we of dlsmlssal 0 '

| The Natlonal Party govemment knew that Matthews would not agree to their
terms They were fully aware that refusmg to fire him would hurt Matthews more
than a dlsmlssal Matthews was mmdful of the financml loss associated w1th leavmg

~ Fort Hare, but there was never any doubt as to whether or not he would depart

,'However, he,was not gomg to g1ve u | 1t a ﬁght On 26 October,
R Matthews wrote to Principal Burrow sage of the Fort Hare
‘Transfer Act had “so radically alter§ nditions of his employrnent

that if he was to resign this could not f'pvarded as voluntary resignation.” _
"_ He asked‘ Burrows‘to do aﬁmﬁ/mwwp@ Ptoﬂ‘ﬁa@ls ﬁnancial o
| loss;f’m ) Burrows forwarded Matﬁier ﬁ&ﬁ‘t’étﬁé*ﬁﬁcﬁtive Comm'tttee of the
: Governing Council, who‘re'comrnended that Inembers. obf staff who, “for reasons of
conscience, resign ... should be paid pension beneﬁts on the same basis as those
* members of stat‘f whse services_were kterminated by theMvinister of Bantu
A]:‘,cl’uca‘tion.”108 . Yet the Mihistér ,of Bantu Education did not accept the Goveming
| Council’s recOmrnendation and there was nothing else Burrows could‘ do. On 30
' October 1959 Matthews submltted his resxgnatlon to the Secretary of Bantu

| Educatron forfemng h1s entire pensnon

After giving this offer of contmued employxnent yery careful consideration I regret to
-say that I find myself unable to accept the offer and have therefore decided to notify -
. you of my resignation ... with effect as from December 31 1959.'%

% op. cnt 71. - : : '
197 7 X Matthews letter to H R. Burrows, 26 October, 1959 Z.K. Matthews Flle, Fort Hare Papers
108 )\ finutes of Governing Council Executive Committee, 20 November 1959, Fort Hare Papers.
19 7 K. Matthews letter to Secretary ofBantu Educatlon, 30 October, 1959, Z.K. Matthews File, Fort -
Hare Papers ,
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. campus, v'r_iamely the administration. Matsepe-Casaburri describes the successful -
beginnings of the protest:
The skull and crossbones was right in the center of the ﬂagpole that used to [house
the South African flag] between three buildings—the library, Stewart, and
~ Henderson. -And the struggle because they had also oiled the pole so nobody could
go up this pole at all. And the frustration of the Rector was just, to me, I guess it set

in one’s mind that you can outwrt them, you don’t have to succumb you can do
thmgs and make it uncomfortable

" The Government T_akes Charge

'From 1960, the government sought to transform Fort Hare from a campus of

- “agitators” to one that produced doc fall in line with its bantustan
~ policy. As mentioned in chapter fou »f the separate ethnically
| d1v1ded umversmes was to promote To achieve its aim of

recastmg Fort Hare asa tribal umversﬁj"l changes in the social and

educational structure of ﬂ@}ﬂkgmeﬂfspc@f F@t{tﬂ&o{ﬁrp@ as Beale wrltes
.[t]he successful mtroduction ‘of‘ﬁ:léﬂét’%poli’d}‘ié&ﬁﬁ'éd a'sytdp‘athetic staff ... to clear

‘the staff of hostile elements ... and to substitute academics and administrators with
whom the task of transfonmng Fort Hare into a Bantu Educatlon institution could be
trusted.”

The purge of the so-c'alled liheral staff, cOupled with the ensuing mass
reslgnations was the ﬁrst step in the process Appomting their replacements was next.
~ Beale writes that the appomtment of the Rector was crucral to the government |

vmtervention at Fort Hare. The Fort Hare Transfer Act a551gned w1de-rang1ng powers
) __to the Rector and Professor J. J. Ross was chosen by the Minister of Bantu Education
to ‘wield these extensive powers. Ross‘ described as an “idedlogue” by Bealev'
’belleved that separate umver51ty educatlon provided the only “real opportunity for the

28

o full blossommg of human dlgmty He was a perfect choice to carry out government

- Matsepe-Casaburri, interview by author :
" "Beale, “Task of Fort Hare,” 43. : '
8 Lm Menge, “Narrow path to higher leammg ” Rand Dazly Mail. 1 July 1968
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. _Bahntulo who wrltes that the new subject was 1nterpreted “from the angle of the :
‘Whlte man’s m1ssron of spreadmg Westem c1v1l1sat10n and the neces51ty of

-dlscrlmma_tory laws.”22 :

The students 'were.subjected to an uncritical' and far from rigorous intelleCtual
2 envnonment Slgqlbo Dwane says that the students were treated as “glonﬁed hlgh
s school chlldren m classes, addlng, “They lectured to us and you had to take down

1 a 1.1

' notes whlch they dlctated to us wor* © n you had to give back those
£ d1ctatrons to them wh_en_ you wrote_y j‘_ examinations.’tzéb Satyo
':paints-a sirnilar piCture:, ' | -
| ['l"he ouality ot‘ Veducatio‘n] was ve :lereducated because it was
notes, notes, notes. The lecturer wom stand in front of you and [say]
: where did we stop yesterday’ .and continu ng while we were just taking down
some. othc‘féZ“ﬁiiL‘LUlil‘l?"fﬁ?Sﬁﬁéi ﬁﬂmﬁeﬁﬁfﬁﬁi oo was
talkmg so fast you couldn’t c]S]’g(j M l Ee | 1
In the new world of Afrrkaner educators at Fort Hare, students often chose
i_ma_]or subjects based on who the teacher was.. Satyo explams “thmgs were so bad
~ that you dec1ded wh1ch subJects you were gomg to do on the basm of who was -
runnmg the department If it was a monster you’d say I'm not going to do that
sub_]ect Satyo ongmally planned to major in Enghsh and hxstory However, aﬁer
o_ne year of hi_story,‘_he decided to change paths: | |

The English professor was very unpleasant and the history professor was also very

_unpleasant. So I felt that I wasn’t going to have two unpleasant professors. I was not
going to do well. I décided I was going to do ... Xhosa because the professor there
was a black person and he was very pleasant. » : ‘ :

Selby Baqwa remembers a prlvate law lecturer, Mr De Haan who would say, ,I_‘. _

‘havea class of 49 fools, nnbecrles, nmc'ompoops. I d0n’t care 1f you don’t do your

- *Beale, “Task of Fort Hare,” 46. -
- B Sigqibo Dwane, interview by author.
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'However the students could never get together w1th Ross on the issue of the SRC and

they eventually abandoned those efforts.

Throughout the unrest, ‘1t was clear that the students were worrled about more
R than Just the SRC constltutlon They were concemed w1th what 1t stood for namely,
mdependent Fort Hare.. -Moerane says, “‘[t]here was a school of thought whlch said
rather destroy Fort Hare because these neople have come' to impose'new values and .

new ethos new polltlcs, bantustan p(‘"*"‘ﬂ Monss nf tha students felt that was

‘ somethmg to be re51sted 16 In the n :ment, anew organrsat1on '
was launch_ed on_ ca.mpus, called the. s policy statement reads,
[t]he'baim of the Force Publique i 'sity‘ College of Fort Hare
. from being turned into a tribal collegvaemonstmtethis to the world.
.. The Force Publique wants to restore the solidarity that has ex1sted in
the past.” '

= Jni ersiyorF tHy
Though the inﬂuence of the Fo%ﬁ@%qg mm%ﬂgsefounding is telling. Its

_reference to the old Fort Hare in 1ts pohcy statement shows that although the students

~ may have been ﬁghtmg for a constltutlon on the surface on the lower frequenc1es the

= struggle was for much more.

The expulsmn of Stanley Mablzela |
“I Jomed the llberatron struggle very early I thmk I must have been about
‘ 'twelve years of age when I first Jomed the ANC Youth League,” says Stanley

Mablzela. Mabizela, whose parents were not pohtrcally active, first got involved in

B Moerane, interview by author ‘

» 77 The context of the name Force Publique is revealmg Force Pubhque was the Belglan, and then

independent Congolese security force, in the Congo. Following the precipitate granting of

- independence to Congo by Belgium on 30 June 1960, Force Publique soldiers staged a mutiny against
" its Belgian officers.” At the very least, the naming of the new organization on campus shows that the -

* students were aware of events elsewhere in the continent. It is likely that the students also equated the’
situation in the Congo with their own in South Africa, particularly in the wake of the takeover ’
n Force Publique Statement 15 September 1960 Fort Hare Papers :
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polmcs when he was sent to do hIS schoohng m Port Elizabeth. One of his earhest

reeollectlons of the racral str1fe in South Aﬁ'lca is of an 1n01dent in Port Ehzabeth | He |

.says, . : o | - - |
.[s]ometimves’yo_u’d be walking on‘the pavernentiand whites ‘would "eorne in the
opposite direction and if you don’t get off the pavement, you could be kicked to

pieces. You could be boxed. I remember at one time I was boxed in PE. My
-eardrum was blown up and people had to take me to the hospital for treatment

" Mab1zela stayed w1th an aunt whose entlre famﬂy was mvolved w1th the AN C

! ; “Those are the people who took me to the ANC » he says The atmosphere in Port

: _Ehzabeth a hotbed of the ANC mtr 'nzela “In PE there v were
: rallles every Sunday Sometlmes thc 1S even at night. Meeting’sof ’
the ANC meetmgs of the ANC You of the ANC Wonten’s

: League It was a very active place Ve v Mabizela was expelled from

| _A .the Mariazel MlSSlOl'l Schﬁl &WETEET&) dgftpg\ﬁ:pﬁtéeal é'zctlwty, but it

would be h1s activism at Fort Hﬂfegﬂm ﬂm iééiﬂﬁdﬁtweeven more memorable

, expulsmn

"By 1961 just over ayear into the Ross regirne the- only interaction between

E the authorltles and students at Fort Hare was of a confrontatlonal nature The 1961

g k:expulsmn of Stanley Mablzela shows the extent to wh1ch the relatlonsh1p had .
- -_Zdeterxorated durmg,Ross s second year 1n power. v'lv“_he trouble began after a meeting
of the Advisory Council on 13 April k196> L when‘Mabiiela was charged:wlth insulting
o Kalser Matanznna, who was a member of the adv1sory body Matanzirna, ina |

’ letter to Ross wrote

” Mablzela, interview by author: - )

¥ Matanzima was appointed by the government as paramount chlef of Emlgrant Thembuland

- Believing that Verwoerd’s policy of separate development was in the best interests.of his people, he
‘became head of the Transkei government in 1963 and led his country to ‘independence’ in 1976. He-

later became Transkei pre51dent Authorltanan in manner, he was desplsed by many blacks as a -

. _collaborator '
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[tlhis student shouting at the top of his voice, first said to some of his colleagues,
‘Kuzele apha zii nyhwagi’ [this place is full of dogs, sell-outs]. - Then while I was
looking at him he came past me and Mr. Mzamane and uttered words in a manner
intended that I should hear them ‘nantsi le nywhagi uMatanzima’ [here is this dog,
sell-out, Matanzimal. ... I take a very serious view of the conduct of this student and
I appeal to you that in lrght of my status not only at your college but in South Africa
asa whole, very strong disciplinary action should be taken.®!

In a statement to Ross, Mabizela related a different sequence of events. He

~ wrote,

1 deny I directed th_e words mentioned to Mr. Matanzima. There were a rlumber of
students standing about and they were discussing the presence of the Advisory
Council at the College. We were discussing whether they were. serving a useful

- purpose at all. We saw Mr. Mabude if the Advisory Council]
and went to him and expressed our f it the Advrsory Council.

. I told Mr. Mabude that the Ads Tribal Authorities were
useless and sell-outs — .

‘Ross responded that the Advrsory Cou nof authority arrd thus -

’ Mablzela s conduct constltuted gross mstl"r nad no option but to

- o demand from hxm to leave MDQWPSW Pyt 3}_1
| | e nE ¢ llen

In reality, it appearsthat "neither Mabizela_’s nor Matanzima’s account
: ’ac‘curately reﬂectsvrv‘vllat happened on'tllat April afternoon. Interviews With' Mabirela, |
some of 'his_ classmates end Andrew Masondo, who was a lecturer on campus at the
time, painta cor_nple_tely" different prcture ’ Meoizelaseys, | |

I was seeing Matanzima for the first time in my life. I was very near him because I

"wanted to see the man, wanted to see his face. ... And then somebody from behind
us, there were many of us, but I was in the front, somebody behind us says, ‘Nanzi le

nja nyaghi uMatanzima,’ ‘here is this dog, sellout, Kaiser Matanzima.” Well when

the man was speaking behind me I could tell who it is. Because it is somebody I had

" known for a long time. ... The person who made that statement was a chap called

Griffiths Mxenge (*57-°61). ‘And I was together with Griffiths at Newell High

School. ... Of course when this remark was made by Griffiths Mxenge, many people

laughed and agreed with him. But strange enough ... it was said that it was me who

- said Matanzrma isa sellout and I was expelled from Fort Hare by the Prmcrpal e

a Matanzima letter to Ross, 13 Aprrl 1961, Mabizela Fxle, Fort Hare Papers. ‘ :
- 8 Minutes of Meeting between Mabxzela and Ross with Regrstrar present, 28 April 1961, Mablzela
File, Fort Hare Papers . : _ )
- op. cit.
A Mabizela, mtervrew by author.
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was the headmaster ’of a prlmary ‘.school and her mother who had done 1ndustr1al
educatlon up to standard srx was a housew1fe carlng for Dwane and her six srsters
'Both of Dwane. s parents were heav11y mvolved with church work and thus rehglon,

- not politics, dominated her chvildh'ood.’: She ‘did, her prlmary education 1n the iranskei

town of Etyeni, where her family moved following her father’s death in 1951

Dwane studied towards her junior certiﬁcate:at Cicirha, near Umtata, before

e movmg on n to Shawbury, near Qumb T At Cicirha, Dwane says there - |

i ‘was an empha51s on evangehsm and sils to Christianity. At :
Shawbury, she says, there was much s were leﬂ: most of the time
on our own. There were a lot of deb nbers a hlstory teacher Mr

Mayeklso who was open olitical. “He actua y i troducle_i us to polltlcs ” she '
' n./es>s y 'OfL _

3 says “It was the time of 1959 me 'H@,trmp M%ﬁa@l] Sharpevrlle

' ’happened in March when we were in standard ten ..He would go away and he
would bnng newspapers And not- only would he brrng a newspaper but he would
: talk about 1 ” Dwane says that Mayeklso who came from Pondoland would tell his

students about the Pondoland Uprlsmg “He opened our eyes,” she says. “He was-

- able to weave thmgs 1nto the teachmg of Enghsh and hrstory ” At the same time, a

classmate s boyﬁ1end who worked for New Age would brmg the newspaper to
campus Dwane says “[w]e’d hlde iti in desks and we’d discuss it. But we were

- afrard We dldn’t qulte know what would happen to us. -1

Shortly aﬁ:er her arr1va1 at Fort Hare Dwane remembers descendmg upon

- Ross s office to defend Mablzela “You went as part of the crowd )7 she says “We L o

57 Ntombi Dwane, interview by author.
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- were gomg to march en bloc, that was the ﬁrst time I heard that phrase into the
Rector s office and demand the remstatement of Stanley Mablzela Though her eyes‘

“were somewhat opened durmg her t1me at Shawbury, Fort Hare presented a
completely ,different experienc’eT “You got to Fort Hare .. and you ﬁnd a borlmg pot

- and then you are thrown to the middle of it. .. While we were not as students in high
; school conscious so much of repression, .you Just knewwhen you got to,FortHare that

< -

here, it’s bad.”*®

Chris Hani was an integral p: heat that that boiled the pot

‘and Dwane recalls how he gently nu litics:
“‘I remember he made a joke again ken a very active interest in

religion, church, worship and allvthawved in all these things, SCA
[Students’ Christian Assocration], going to church And uChris Hani, I think it

- was before I joined @W T@[ E_Lnaga jbrary reading,
uChris Hani came to this sectiorl O rafy wher as not Latin or
English, which was his subjecBay . AR ACRiIBAEL T BB just made a beeline
for me. I think Chris Hani was sort of saying to me the time has come for you to get
involved. ... And uChris Hani came and stood behind me and made as if he was
getting a book out. Of course he was not getting any book out. He didn’t do science.

" And then he said, softly, but clearly for me to hear, ‘man shall not live by the Bible
alone, but also by polmcs And then he walked away [laughter] Well by that time I
thmkI was about to _|om the ANC anyway, so I did.”

vaane recalls that .rlght aﬂer the Mablzela mcrdent, the students organised a |
stay-away to protest agamst the w1thdrawal of South Africa from the ’ |
Commonwealth too A fhree- day stay-away was called for by the natlonal AN C and -
the students responded “We had to tell the mamas who worked in the kitchens and |
AA the tatas who d1d the grounds to go away for three days Slogans were pamted on the :
B facades of kbuildings' protesting against the establishment of the Repubhc of South |

~ Africa. Dwane remembers that the stay-away was accompanied by intense political

% op. cit.
2% op. cit. U . . o _
1 Erom 31 May 1961, when it beca.me a republrc, South Afnca ceased to be a member of the -
ACommonwealth
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In general the students alleged that De Wet was belng “arbitrary and treatmg

o [them] hke young schoolboys »139 Spemfically, they were also upset over De Wet’

| refusal to permit them to hold a varlety concert to ralse ﬁmds for charlty, the bamung
) of mass meetmgs and the proscriptlon of UCM ﬁ'om campus When the students B
‘med to ‘organlse a “Hunger .Week” to aid hungry chlldren in Alice, the Rector told

o . thern to “go‘ and study. You will help your pedple when you haye graduated'and left -
‘Fort Hare.”'! The students felt that under.Ross there would have been no difficulty E

in organlsmg the events they had ple | ' © oldthe Dazly Dzspatch

. [tlhe crux of the matter is that tt allow us to get together to -
organise “social, cultural or chari gs-that are normal on any
university campus. He is trying t iity as though it is a school

- and he is trying to discipline us : Ichildren. This is what we
resent.'* - '

_ -
: When the smdentWémf %f;ﬁh}tpﬁlﬁgss the newly

B 1mposed restrictlons on student b6tGHE adﬁ'viﬂéb ttheqeé&’dt atked to meet w1th a
delegation from the student body. ,Pityana Says that the students refused for fear that |
De Wet wouid victirnise the group. They wanted him to address the entire student
body.’ When De Wet ret'used, the students decided that he was ignoring their;petition. ‘

‘u“}We _then 'deci_died to march on the administration,” says Pityana.m' Day atter day of |
' sit-ins foll_owed; with classes suspended for an entire week. The students were warned

| “Pretoria._tai(es a very serious view” of the'strike and that they _Would be ordered to

leave carnpus if they continued with their action.m‘ De Wet continued to insist that he -

yvas_ prepared to meet “a small delegation from the students,”. but that his offer would

139 «pglice, Dogs Clear Campus: Sitfers at Fort Hare sent home,” Rand Daxly Mail. 7 September 1968.
140 «Fort Hare Crisis is Mounting,” Daily Dispatch. 9 September 1968
o “Fort Hare students hit at denial of freedom.”
“2 op. cit. :
' Pityana, interview by author

144 " Minutes of Senate, 29 August 1968, Fort Hare Papers
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pamcular Fort Hare cumculum wh1ch they assoclated w1th bantustans That’s why

they re51sted that,»16> Satyo says, ,

[the students were' dead against that because they felt that it was part of a general
plan to ghettoize black education. ... UNISA was regarded as quite a prestigious
university so to have a degree from UNISA not from these other colleges ... it was
regarded as prestlgrous to have behind your name B.A. UNISA rather than B A. Bush
College [laughs] 166 . . :

Thus, while the government celebrated what was_‘ viewed ‘as'.the crowning

- achievement o‘fthe‘ separate university system, the students, once again, protested.

Makhenke51 Stoﬁle, says RTINS
[wle boycotted the celebratrons, . 1 don’t know how many
cattle were slaughtered, but we a$ a-feasting time for the
peasants. - They came from Nits¢ d all those villages. The -
workers and non-workers, they ju he meat and whatever was
there. We bought all the bread ed ?gr own bread and we

didn’t participate. But the'celebra us.
The few students @HW@MSI thﬂfeftmlrﬁ[s §if grl@cause the
admmlstratron had timed them fo colncfhce with graduaﬁ%n Thus students who ;
_ turned out for graduatron seemed to be in support of the celebratlons. Yet Satyo says
that even students who attended graduatlon were not in support of autonomy, and
‘symbohcally protested agamst the short-changmg of their educatlon by reﬁ.lsmg to

- wear the graduatlon gowns of the autonomous Fort Hare “Students went spec1fically

to buy UNISA gowns and went to the graduatlon [laughs],” he says.'®

The independence celebrations proyided the authorities at Fort Hare an’d the
B government with the opportunlty to take stock of the decade old separate umver51ty
system They hked what they saw. De Wet wrote “[t]he new status actually crowns

the success of the ten-year perlod smce the transfer of Fort Hare to the Department of . :

165 Moerane, interview by author. ‘
' Satyo, 1nterv1ew by author.
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In1t1a11y, the Fort Hare authorrtles, takmg the government’s cue, d1d not view SASO

J 7 as an outgrowth of the Fort Hare tradltlon of protest In the early days of SASO the

o govemment heaped pra1se on the organlsatlon behevmg 1t slgnlﬁed that black students had

‘ ﬁnally acquiesced in separate mst1tut1ons Selby Baqwa says, “because 1t was a. black j
. students’ orgamsatlon the system was happy They sa1d yes now the students have reahsed

that they have to form thelr own orgamsatlons Because NUSAS was a pam in the 51de of the -

- system It had become a nuisance. 8 Br '[w]e were quoted in Fort Hare by
' "Natlonal Party poht1c1ans as the new thl ng to put the l1berals in thelr
w9 Die Burger applauded the “ne\‘ <en | root among some non-whltes

: place.

in South Afnca,” notmg that its expresswnvr Afrrcans’ “des1re to determme ‘

o 'therr future themselves as pe@m@amxtyg@f ﬁéﬁvs]e} alltlethe obj ectlves of our
. ‘.relatlons pohcy »10 - g, off Baqwa regetgﬁér,sl‘ﬁte ’s’tht@‘ﬁﬁt’é&dﬂl’ﬁﬁrcan Broadcastmg '

: Corporatron producmg a program called Current Aﬁbzrs that outllned the govemment’s

= oplnlon of the newly-formed SASO

After the launch of SASO they came out in full, almost obsequnous praise of black students

_ that had realised the truth of apartheid. They have chosen now to go the other way and SABC
gave us full blessmg, encouragement and very hlgh conﬁdence about 1ntellectual
advancement

Behevmg that SASO showed that the separate university system was workmg, the :

o govemment mltrally prov1ded both phy51cal and psychlc space for the organisation to

develop SASO leaders took advantage of this early acceptance 1o blllld up an orgamsatlonal
base onthe bush college campuses. Selby Baqwa says that the initial label of 1eg1t1macy

| granted to the organisation by the authorities allowed for the fonn'ation‘:of SASO branches at

-8 Selby Bagqwa, interview by author.
Pltyana, interview by author.
- 1° Gerhart, Black Power, 269.
! Jeff Baqwa, interview by author.
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, NUSAS and COntinued to participate in the organi‘sation’sac'tivities. Late in 1968 'Steve Biko
invited Pityana to ameeting of l)lack students in Marianhill, Natal. Pityana says, “I didn’t go.b

I think I didn’t go because I wasn’t convinced that it was the right way forward ”'6

That same year, thyana was expelled from Fort Hare He slowly began to reahse that
what was needed “was a quahtatlve and radxcal way of mobrhsrng students ” Despxte hlS
’ 'concem_s over the percerved racral structure of SASO, Pityana “began to‘_s,ee that through

SASO we.WCre'really‘ going to be able tr » 'n a way that we’d_not beenable .

to do before.” He was able to come tot \at joining SASO did not mean -
“leaving his ideological homes’behind. 1 tually exclusive. He says,
I was the one who articulated the id ten from liberals, but we have
actually formed a home for black studentmr SASO, we hadn’t abandoned our
political homes and SASO by its nature wasn’t itute for the liberation organisations, but

S TSR L
‘In 1970 followmg a long, questlonmg mward Joumey, Pltyana attended his ﬁrst SASO :
'meetmg, where he was elected pre51dent |
- | | .;..;”

Pltyana s dlfﬁcultres in becommg a SASO supporter were mlrrored in the expenences ’,

lof numerous other students at the time. They d1d not always result in a commrtment to
E »SASO Makhenkes1 Stoﬁle was one of those who had grown up in the liberal tradltron born )
, : and bred in the ANC He was born in Adelalde in 1944 the oldest of seven sons bom to L
pohtrcally actrve parents HlS mother was a domestrc servant and his father had various _]ObS,
.' mcludmg one on a chrcken farm Stoﬁle 'S famrly moved to Port Ellzabeth in 1952 in time .
for hnn to wrtness the events surroundmg the Deﬁance Campalgn “When we got to PE in

. 1952 my parents were already mvolved ﬁ111 time as actrvrsts of the AN C. We went wrth them

1% op. cit,
17 op. cit.
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'vutually every Saturday and Sunday to the meetlngs at the old T C. Whlte Hall ” Stofile

remembers his father enlisting as a volunteer in the Defiance Campalgn

When people got arrested . we had to be mvolved in one way or another. As youngsters, the

- ANC had these meal coupon arrangements at the time for people who were in detention. And

so we had to go and get the coupons and go and get their bread soup and milk from the shop
and distribute it amongst therr famrlres

~ Politics became 1ntertw1ned in Stofile s everyday ex1stence “We got used to bemg sent

R around w1th messages, letters or pamphlets We got used to that nis. L

- The anti-Bantu Education campz Sto_ﬁl_e a great deal. “I was a‘ =
pupil at pnmary school at the time,” he ! 1e~singing, the anti-Bantu —
Education songs and saying we were no the first of April, the song went.

‘We are not going to school on the first ox A'J, stofile’s mother participated in thc ,_

r 'Women ] Pass Campalgn “‘t{g ﬁi‘%@f@i{‘j&%‘i“f’&ﬁ“ﬂ‘&fé‘ mothers when they .
protested when they marched ” he éays “ﬁ?&w&re {ﬁtreéaeédlt&polmcs by our parents 5

They are responsible. 19

In 1960 Stoiilejoined the African Students’ Associaiion_’(AsA),' whie_h was formed
’ aﬁer the banning of the ANC. HlS p‘olitical activity continued in this forum whenhe f"mished L
) Standard SIX and started workmg ona farm “It had become a way of 11fe being part of a
| pohtlcal program ” he says After workmg for two years, Stof' le enrolled at Newell High
| - School, where he studied up to matrlculatlonf While at Newell, he partrmpated in ANC o

discussion. groups led by Harry Njomba. “He took us to the coast, Deal Party coast.”® We

18 Stof le, interview by author
P op. cit. '

2 Deal Party coast is located on the Indian Ocean coast right next to New Bnghton in Port Elizabeth. The
, strange name comes ﬁ'om the group of 1820 settlers who came from Deal in England :
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and wesaid we’re not going to join SASO because'S‘outh Africa 1s not just for black |
| people."’23 _ | |
Pityana says that the d1fferences in phllosophy amongst the students can be attributed ‘ |
toa north-south d1v1de that developed w1th students from the north generally supportmg
_ SASO and those from the south havmg grown up in the liberal tradltlon opposmg it. “Those'
| of us from the south were much closer to what we regarded as the tradltional Fort Hare And

we sought to vpreserve 1t ina way that th 'rth didn’t understand,” he says.”*

. . Indeed, most of the_SASQ supporter_s_ w orthern locations and to_Wnships
o who arrived Vat Fort‘H’are‘ mostly as a res r in factories and even in
' mines.? Called amaKaringes, or rebels, _ were oﬂen the children of

A 4

: domestic workers and gardent‘jorlcers The EASO fleﬂactorts fqlled abaThembus were from
1 €4

, Eastem Cape farnihes and were prmglgtﬂzephﬂdm(z’éﬁ@hg@, prmcipals and nurses.
Then_] iwe thtso says that the amaKarmges felt the abaThembus were reactionary and
' conversely the abaThembus felt the amaKarmges were n‘respon51ble and would g0 on strlke

G at the slightest provo_catlon.

Though they never understood the 1deolog1cal divide amongst the students the

o government recogmsed 1ts presence and trled to capitallse on it. Unrest in the SASO era was

. largely, and falsely, attributed to the d1v1ded student body The authorities ﬁ'equently pointed .
R to “sharp divisions amongst students” and an “urban/homeland” rift, w1thout understandmg
_. that the dlfferences were well thought out and,of an ideological nature. The authoritles ‘

~ presented the students as honelessly divided and attributed the absence of an SRC to the fact -

op ‘cit.

Pityana, mterv1ew by author. : o
Buthe1e21, “The Emergence of Black Conscmusness,” 1 14,
thtso, interview by author. - : :
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:w1th a student delegatlon ThlS d1d not satlsfy the students who were mtent on strlkmg i
Angry over De Wet’s fallure to address them and eager to dlsplay sympathy with the students
of Turﬂoop, the Fort Hare students began a 51t-m strrke on 22 May w1th approx1mately 800 of V
the 900 stud_ents boycott_mg lectures. Carryrng placards that read “No redress, no lectures”

‘and “Rector don’t dictate, negotiate,” more than 500 students participated in the sit-in.*®

‘It‘ ls unclear’ vyhether 1t was the‘inc,ident at Turﬂ00p that irnpelled the students to draw
'up the list of grlevances The authorltler e makmg repeated references to |
the fact that the student strike occurred _] adoptlon of the Allce
g Declaratlon ' The official commission o est, whlch was boycotted by the
" | students, reported

SASO mounted a vrgorous campaign agamst all admmlstratlon in Black Universities; events -

-~ .at Turfloop escalated to W?TW WCP{)%FE Fort Hare had to
~ stand up and be counted, regardless as ether ere were grounds or not for her taking

action. ... Something had to be db(wy-éb il Maktdket to place Fort Hare on the
side of those who sympathlsed with the recent events at Turfloop, and to line her -up w1th the
decisions of SAS0.” :

1 ~ Atthe same t1me SASO refused to take the blame for the strlke In August, the Fort
'Hare branch wrote to De Wet saymg that hlS fallure to address the student gnevances caused
.the stnke notmg “w1th regret that you Mr Rector put the blame squarely on SASO’
| shoulders in the press statements you 1ssued - SASO presrdent Themba Sono blamed the
“strike on the Fort Hare admlmstratlon and said that the Turﬂoop unrest was _]ust “the t1p of an "
o 1ceberg " He sald “[the students] are bitter because they mterpret the authorltles actlon o

e agalnst them to be patemahst1c and they resent bemg treated like children.”>

% «Fort Hare Students Stand Firm on Slt-m,” Dazly Dzspatch 25 May 1972
- “TReport of Inquiry into Sit-in Protest at Fort Hare, May 1972, Fort Hare Papers, 6.
~ **SASO Local Committee Letter to De Wet, 3 August 1972, Fort Hare Papers.
“ “Students stage sit-in, boycott at Fort Hare,” Dazly Dispatch, 23 May 1972
Op c1t :
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'. In analysing the 1‘972“ unrest, the ‘admlnistrat.ion focuse'd on unimportant details rather
_v . than big questlons Instead of lookmg at the root of the problems—-—namely the system of
separate unlversrtles—the authorltles chose to blame SASO. They repeatedly referred to

> SASO asa “pressure group,” and thus failed to legltlmlse the students’ grlevances.‘ A SASOF-
statement noted that thlS v1ew “msults the students orlgtnallty and 1nte111gence The Rector '
at Fort Hare must look at the part he is playlng and must questlon hlmself before maklng 'k

st In the world of the apartheld academlc 1deologues the :

‘wild allegatlons at the orgamsatlon
" system was rarely, if ever, quest1oned. In Tt eden . ';ullty party, the admmlstratlon

. "sought to ,absolye th_ems.elv‘es from any bl ition of relations at Fort Hare. _

- To Stay or Not to' Stay

The strrke drew to a CIOCT on % 0 May \{vrth most students I_iexcept a group labeled
wversdty o ort hure

v “hard—core” by De Wet, returmng td@%ﬁfﬁgg{@ﬁ C]éut the resumptlon of classes

: d1d not mean that students and the admmlstratlon were to coexrst peacefully A group of 23

students spearheaded by SASO leaders J erry Modlsane and Jeff Baqwa, had begun to
strateglse about reconstrtutmg an SRC Selby Baqwa says “[s]Jome of us thought that maybe
an SRC should be there Durmg the SASO era, other student bodles were able to access .
: funds by wh1ch they were entltled to by v1rtue of the fact that they had an SRC They were
able to orgamse better »52 Jeff Baqwa says that followmg the strategy sessions, the 84S0

| leaders called for a mass meetmg to present thelr SRC proposal to the student body He says, '

i [e]ach one of us, the 23, had a specrﬁc area of focus in terms of what you would address in
your speech. ... And when all the people had spoken, we knew we had the house. And Kelly
[Sesane, *68-’71] and myself moved the motion. By that time it was easy. ‘You could feel the

- . electricity in the air. And when I finished speaking, they all stood up. "It was very excmng '
tlmes, actually, because you could feel the powers of change 53 :

5! Ray ka Msengana, “Saso ‘not to blame for Fort Hare drsturbances,” Cape szes, 9 August 1973
- *2 Selby Bagwa, interview by author. ' : . ,
- B Jeff Baqwa, interview by author
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The motion was adopted with, according to Jeff Bana? “a standing ovation.”5 4 The

- followlng morning, the resolution calliné for the'institutlon- of an SRC was presented toDe
. \;Vet. ' The Rector; v‘t'h(.,’ h?ld in the' past encouraged the students to forxn an SRC, said the
- students; demand was not acceptable becauSe the meeting had not been sancﬁoned Bana _
wrltes “[t]he admmlstranon of the Un1vers1ty refused to accept the resolutlon and blocked its
nnplementatlon [saymg] the meetmg had not been quorate S5 Though there is no |
. documentatlon to prove the pomt, 1t 1s safe to assume that De Wet was afra1d ofa SASO-A

. dommated SRC

Selby Baqwa says, “[a]nythmg 1 ted by [Jerry] Mod_isane or Jeff

| [Baqwa] would be unacceptable because v wo Strategy. l knew it wouldn’t be

accepted because it would betjeﬁW vlgglﬂe};obw G%F\Préon 56 Unlver51ty

o documents make no mention of Demwﬁﬂdlnoamwme SRC resolution.. Instead

. the Comm1ssron of Enqulry into the unrest, made up of people appomted by and who

| partlclpated in the apartheld govemment, stated “[t]or the t1me bemg, and for a long t1me to
come the establlshment of an SRC or anythlng purportmg to be an SRC must be written out,r -
and consequently forgotten There isno room for an SRC at Fort Hare and for that matter '

i | for anythlng resembhng an SRC.> The rapld and dec1swe about—face on the part of De Wet -
regardmg the SRC was in large part due to the sw1ﬁ and powerful ascent of SASOto |

leadershlp amongst the students

W1th thelr SRC proposal reJected the studcnts convened a meetmg to dlscuss away

A forward On 7 June the Fort Hare Students Mamfesto was 1ssued reveahng expllcltly, for '

54 Jeff Bagqwa, letter to author, 12 Aprll 1999

op cit. ’

56 Selby Baqwa, 1nterv1ew by author. : ‘ ' ' .
Report of Inqurry into Sit-in Protest at Fort Hare, May 1972 Fort Hare Papers, 9 _
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The meetmg, called to dlscu‘ss a strategy for the remstatement of the entlre Beda Hall

- contmgent ended in v1olence Selby Baqwa says, “[w]e had this meetlng Wthh went 1nt0 the
nlght And before we knew what was happenmg, the dogs and pol1cemen were on us. ‘ I’ve

- got marks here where I was b1tten by dogs »90 Then_]lwe thtso remembers the meetmg

begmnmg ina peaceful manner

. VWe were at the football stadrum We were havmg this meetmg Students were smrng there,
~very disciplined. And we were addressing them about now, we’ve waited for two weeks.
- There’s no response. We’ve been on strike for two weeks. - Should we now walk out of Fort -
Hare? ... And without any provocation we just saw the police coming. And we were quite
- young. And I think many students were very frightened. Very frightened. - Just the sight of
“police and dogs. And they just let loose the daps and the nalice with batons. Now those of us

' ‘who were supposed to be in the leade: wall and we were saying to the i
students, if the police are going to arre: AL There was this slogan, Take
‘Us Alll Take Us All! So we were ho. ist take all of us. But of course
* students just broke loose and ran. And lore the dogs ran onto them.?‘_
Five students were injured in the € and ﬁve were arrested. _

/ Amongst the arrested were Ma eke and Selby Baq
| niv/ sity

i arrests were “1n lme w1th the admmpggt&h@ um M@g@dﬁaétlgators 92 However, the
repressmn only ﬁ.leled the students’ ﬂre Whlle De Wet took a hard lme proh1b1t1ng

romptuiglstudent susplcron that the

: meetmgs gathenngs and processmns on campus and promlsmg “drastlc measures’ for those

breakrng h1s rules a meetlng of about 100 students in Freedom Square on 26 August decrded;

~ to contmue with the boycott of lectures and stage a sit-in the next day in protest agarnst the

arrests and detentron of Baqwa, Maj eke and Zohsa Md1kane a second-year B. Com student '
" Though there was no pohce actron at thls meetmg, word of the students resolutlon reached
De Wet, promptlng h1m to call for remforceme’ntslthefollowmg day. Increasingly, -

- throughout 1973 De Wet worked hand in hand w1th the pollce brmgmg them onto campus

‘when he smelled trouble On 27 August he said that he was “obhged” to ask the pollce to "

op cit. : o
- ! Mtintso, interview by author S ' ‘
% «police on Fort Hare Campus,” The Evemng Post 27 August 1973
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Selby Baqwa agrees that the bat(:)ns‘ and dbgs created a spirit of resistance:

* Whenever you’d want this. or that, you’d want to negotiate, I mean I don’t know how many
strikes we had where we’d be asking for the Rector to come and address you on the issues you
raised. It’s something that you never get. And even as we had sit-ins, boycotts of classes, you
knew you’d never get it. You’d stay for a number of days, you could send delegations and so
on to see whoever. ... There were a number of days and then you’d know the next thing that is

~going to come is the police and dogs and you’d be taken to your rooms and shoved. That’s the

. way it always happened. In this sense, it’s always amazing because you look back and say, '

- these are the people who actually promoted the polltlcal influences that shaped these. fellows
into different animals than they would have been :

| : vooes
Selby Baqwa was a key player ir ‘ Much like his brother J eff, '
Selby was forced to Ieave the umver31ty eamngs For Selby, 'it wasn’t
éasy: -

"When we left, some of us wanted to studyumnsile Majeke and I talking andv

saying man, one wishes were in ano counﬁ;el:vhere ould study peacefully. .
- Some of us would have stididdth ¢8§E4 Ph H diga regretful manner,
but in that we wished we were T éshouldn’t have done what

we did. We accepted the fact that what we did was r a good cause, a good reason. If I could
do it all over again, I would do it the same way or even more

Selby Baqwa s‘ Journey resultmg in ekpulsmn from Fort Hare began in Natal where
' he was bom mto a famlly that was mlddle class by the standards of Afr1can soclety His
father was a school mspector and his mother a nursmg 51ster who later became a matron ina
few small hospltals in Natal. Ne1ther of Bagwa’ ‘s parents was polltlcally active and his |
| maternal grandfather_was- a rninister in Kaiser Matanzima’s first cabinet. If Baqwa had any
A ; inﬂuences growing up, they Were covnservative.ones.‘_ ‘;As a child ... you say oh yes,. my
- grandfather is arninister and yoa are'actually proud of it; Mataniima was alleged to have
‘sald ask for what you want, take what you get, make use . of what you get to get what you
'want and you thmk, well, great thmkmg,” he says. Baqwa talks of hrs hlgh school

_‘educatlon, at St. Francn_s Co_llege, Marlanhlll,, asa 51gn1ﬁcant growth point,” in terms c_f his" | e

12 Selby Baqwa, interview by author.
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’ polrtlcal maturatron He says “It was only when I got into Marlanhrll thatI started seemg no,

thmgs can be v1ewed drfferently They are drfferent ””4

Selby s brother J eff says that Marlanhlll attracted people Who were mtellectually quite | ,‘
B astute “'Ihey wanted to confront problems and go through analyses of strategles of what
should be done,” says Jeff Baqwa Steve BlkO was a classmate of the two Baqwa boys.

“That’s the cahbre of [student] that went up to that school,” he says “And asa result we

_engaged the admmrstratlon in a whole lof F thinoe that we ﬂ1ought were not Just or falr »i1s

'Selby Baqwa says that he and Jeﬁ' were Educatron by studylng at
‘ Marlanhlll
'Not ta.kmg you out of Bantu Educatror ut in terms of the environment.
There were German missionaries who no were coming directly out of
Germany so they didn’t treat you like am:k person They had that normal .

interaction with people whjch you take it as ople grﬁ tainted by local politics.
~They treated us as student m&l@:[t wud q[f as & black students. I

thought that was very important t there is another way of
houg P Y@i&‘fﬂé?’t?i‘%’f&é‘ﬂahé‘? y

~ living .. . that thmgs canbe drffer

- Selby Baqwa remembers that an Afrlcan teacher who supervrsed study used to explam |
the 51gn1ﬁcance of polrtlcal events of the tlme Baqwa says the teacher Mr. Baldwrn would .
- analyse the system of separate development w1th1n South Aﬁ'lca to his charges: “He would -
_explam about how South Africa was berng Balkanrsed in the bantustans »? Baqwa remembers
Baldwm spendmg evenmgs talkmg of the Unllateral Declaration of Independence in
Rhodesra, harpmg on the negatrve effect it would have on blacks i in South Aﬁ'rca He says N
. ‘“[p]ohtrcally, I thlnk my eyes got opened in St Francrs College Marianhill through

mteractron wrth certam personahtres there i Immedlately upon completlng his matrlculatlon :

" op. cit."

op.cit.

© 5 Jeff Baqwa, mtervrew by author
1 Selby Baqwa, interview by author.
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in 1968 Baqwa S schoohnate, Steve Blko, began speakmg in terms of the SASO At that

point, Baqwa says, “there was never to be any lookmg back.” w17

The Role of the Federal Theologlcal Semmary
“If the Federal [Theologlcal] Semmary had not been there » says Jeff Baqwa, “there s
. a doubt we could have gotten as far as we d1d 2119 A multi- ra01a1 mstrtutron that prepared

black students of four denomlnatlons for the mlmstry, the Federal Theologlcal Semmary

. : (Fedsem) was. establlshed in Ahce in 196” T ”""t Hare campus Fedsem was
' 'dlametrlcally opposed to everythmg for W are_stood.‘ It arrrved 1n the
wake of the government takeover of the c g thearea ‘\vith'thespirit'of |
' community trust irrespective of race that | at at the old Fort Hare. Allowed :

between Fort Hare students and )
< YcCu U[ Ul ¢ .l_I(. e
Fedsem grew. Wrth the chapels at W@Pﬁ g5 E&J@ME takeover students found a

: place to WOl‘Shlp at Fedsem Staff such as Desmond Tutu and Ronme Samuel served as both

to exrst unencumbered durmg Ross era, a relatronsh

- -spmtual and poht1cal adv1sors to Fort Hare students Durmg the mid- 1960s, w1th ANC

actrv1ty at Fort Hare hampered 1t was Fedsem that prov1ded the operational base for rehglous o

| groups to assert themselves pohtrcally Wlth the mceptlon of SASO, the semmary, one of the -
most intense centers of Black Consc1ousness thlnkmg, became a second campus to students

| who felt that therr actions were restrrcted at Fort Hare provrdrng both physmal and emotlonal |
a space for the students to develop their actrvrsm 120 “Anythmg you couldn’t do at Fort Hare, »

~ you could easﬂy do at Fedsem says Selby Baqwa )

op crt

18 £or more on the Federal Theologrcal Semmary, see Khayalethu Gxabalashe s forthcommg Umversrty of Fort .- -

Hare M.A. Thesis, Church, State and Theological Education Under Apartheid: The Relationship Between the .

Federal Theological Seminary, the University of Fort Hare and the South African Government, 1 963—1 976. - -
 Jeff Bawgqa, interview by author. , , . : :

- 120 Gerhart Black Power, 294. ‘






I .counc11 dubbed the Fort Hare move to take over 1ts land as “a pohtlcal one to r1d the

‘ universrty ofa multl-ramal commumty on 1ts doorstep »126

For two years followmg Fort Hare’s 1n1t1a1 mqulry 1nto buymg Fedsem De Wet and
the govemment contmued to couch thelr mterest in loglstlcal terms It was sald that Fort
HHare was expandlng 1ts student numbers by 25 percent each year and that w1thout the
| semmary land large numbers of black students would be depr1ved of a un1versrty

" education 127 To Fedsem the govcmme“’f’q motives were r'learly political ‘As South Aﬁzcan '

Outlook reported
- [t]he argument about Fort Hare havmg rnight be valid if the university .
was situated somewhere like the midd ... Examination of the area in
. question shows that not only does Fort : of room still left for buildings,

but that it is situated on the edge of a-

dlrectxon for scores of miles. 18 v :

. '”L-\etutt ut Fo I‘tﬂa. o
Supporters of the seminary wondermmﬁméﬁg;&%ave the semmary s 94

~hectares of land when there were 1,104 hectares ava1lab1e in the v1cm1ty of Fort Hare

un-built-up land in almost any

."Indeed, the'.university"s actions outside the public‘ eye during the early l9_70$ reveal a
- more sinister 'intent on their part. As vnoted’ aboye Fort Hare wascont:erned at the seminary’ s
: mﬂuence on its students as early as 1968 De Wet was also upset that Fedsem d1d not
,encourage 1ts students to take classes at F ort Hare And as SASO’s activism grew, De Wet’
| 1ill w111 only increased.- Jeff Bagwa speaks‘ of Fedsem’s role in the 1972 student strlke: “At

some point when they were praying and' appealingto GOd; the next thing they were hearing

op cit.

op cit, i :
128 «Magazine Devotes Entire Issue to Takeover of Semmary,” Document File 1, Fort Hare Papers.
129 «Alien culture at semmary reason for expropriatlon,” Natal Dazly News, 26 February 1975.

: 265. |






Hare thev seminary offered shelter ..to the ‘students who had been ;sent down’ ... the susplcion :: |
[arose] that the semmary was ardmg those persons who were opposed to, or created trouble » |
at, Fort Hare »136 The report pomted to certam preachers who “dellvered themselves of
hostlle sermons.’ Showmg that there was a genume fear of Fedsem on the part of Fort Hare

"authorltres, the report concluded that there can never be peace between the _two.mstrtutlons.” :

' It stated,‘. o 'V i | |

’ [tlhe lnﬂuence of .the semina.ry on the Fort Hare student ‘could not be said, to jsay the least, 'to

help settle things peacefully at Fort Hare. Certainly the seminary was not indifferent to what

9 37

-was taking place at Fort Hare: certain individuals ... were openly hostile to Fort Hare

 In1973, relatlons between Fort H( .ened When protests broke out

at the campus Fedsem played an unporta drsturbances As the
- 'umversrty closed and opened on numerous uv.m.‘ents were shuttled back and
forth to the train stations throu%%fqlfg/dsgf tiﬁ' 61a% lii‘lt a helpmg hand Slgqlbo o
'Dwane, who was on the staff at Fedseyaﬁrllrgfl QRSE%T{Wagmed amongst ourselves as
chaplams that we would ask our colleges to make transport avallable to Fort Hare students to
take them to the station. And that was not1ced by the Fort Hare admmlstratron 138 Thenjiwe

' “thtso remembers the assrstance “We were accompamed by the prlests to the statron They '- "
. , .had to take us to the statlon SO that the police drdn’t arrest us. They hterally hadto

- accompany us.”139

thtso says Fedsem served asa refuge for Fort Hare students during the strlke:

v We ‘used to run from Fort Hare when we were chased by pohce straight to Fedsem And
. police would not get into, they would surround Fedsem, but they would not get into the -
classrooms or dormitories and-take us out. There was still this element that this was a
 -theological 1nst1tut10n And the priests would come out and talk to the police and we would be
t srttmg there hrdmg - o : : :

;'36 Evidence Before Commrssron into 1972 Fort Hare Unrest Fort Hare Papers, 6.
7 op. cit., 7. .

138 Slgqrbo Dwane, interview by author
39 Mtintso, interview by author.

: 140 Mtintso, interview by author
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| Y et though the course of Fort Hare’s dei/elobrnent did not proceed as 'intended:_
‘ by its m1s51onary founders and apartheld trustees, it is too sunphstlc to attrlbute Fort
' 'Hare S 51gmﬁcance to “one blg hlStOI‘lCal acmden ” Fort Hare clearly 1mpacted upon
; " South African h1story, but South Afrlcan hlstory also unpacted upon Fort Hare That

| the umver51ty tumed mto a hotbed of natlonahsm, producmg political leaders | .

throughout Southem Afnca was not merely a com01dence

If Matthews had sa1d that the +was one long string'of , '
o .unant101pated consequences he wou scurate. Fort Hare was not
created to breed revolutlonarles and tion of leaders throughout

: Southern Afrlca is prlmar due to the c.trcumstfmf‘?s of S Afncan history.
. . .l.A. er )1 (& Ul [ d-l. ~

' Speakmg at his mauguratlon as ﬂyg@ql}mpﬁﬂog  Flant @ﬂ@@l Oliver Tambo sa1d,

. [t]he hlStOl'y of Fort Ha.re cannot be retold as 1f it were one event. It was, and i 1s, the -
culmination of a drama of interpenetrating and, at tlmes, contradictory forces. It was
molded by the peculiarities of the history of this region of southem Africa, and the

- struggles authored by that hlstory

| In my interviews with ex-Fort Hare students; it became clear that their
noliticisation was not an historical _accident, but rather a‘resu_lt of a cont'IUence of
faétors; both general to South At‘rican hi.story‘and'speciﬁc to the surroundings in |
_'w_hichv they greW up. There is no on'e .clear path toWards poiiticisation that can be
o pointed ito. For ‘sor‘ne‘,‘ like Jeff Baqwa, experiences at mission boarding schools were

| instrumental in aWakenin_g_a sense of poiitical consciousness. Others first

" 3 Fort Hare Division of Marketing and Commumcatron, “The CI'UClb]e of African Leadershxp ” Alice:

Medra Relations and Productron Office, 2000..
* op. c1t
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: .societyv.g In the United States,' opposition to the Vietnam War placed Ammcan '

actions in Vietnam at odds with core American'beliefs such' as self-determination.

Whlle there was a generatlonal conﬂlct of sorts between the young m111tants of

e the ANC YL and the orgamsatron s older members over tactics and degrees of

mlhtancy, at the core the two groups were umted in their ﬁght agamst white
supremacy The theory of students as 1deallsts may come closest to descrlbing the

o South Afncan context Though South B 10 purport to be

) ’ 5 democratrc,v stude_nts were demanding 1ts afforded to wh1te
: citizens of South Africa. Students at ] protested that they were
treated poorly because they were blac 2 poor quahty of _food,

compulsory attendance at religions services, an! lack of control over their education
| nvernat orkFoce .ace

led black students to believe the%g'@mkregﬂy&g% fgptment to white

: st_udents; More unportantly, voicing dissatisfaction with campus condltions often

- served to express deeper' discontent with the political situation in the country.

o Some of the factors that facilitated student protest Varound the world can be
seen}‘at Fort Hare.’ Lipset notes that students; as compared to other groups, have less
' . responsibility in the formof commitrnents to Vfamilies and jobs | He also writes that

,.radlcal staff and the physrcal 51tuation of the umversrty, w1th large numbers of

o 'students in relatlvely small areas, make mobllisation easy

3 'The're was, in the context of the student disturbances worldwide in the sixties:

and seventies, a vigorous discussion of the position of students in relation to politics -

e Gary Weaver and James Weaver, eds., The University and Revolution (New .lersey: Prentice-Hall,
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' .up in New Brrghton Port Elrzabeth In the 1950s New Brlghton was a hub of ANC -
act1v1ty and, accordmg to Prtyana, those students that grew up in Port Elrzabeth

‘couldn’t av01d pohtlcs

' Experiences and personalities in"rnission boarding'schools inﬂuenced some.
_ 'Ambrose Maklwane and Thenjlwe thtso led protests agamst poorly prepared food

o 1nd1rect fashron, awed Henry Makgot O RTeeel h""“‘"’s hrstory teacher was B

3 {fopenly pOIitica g and Selby Baqwa’ ness was awakened through :
o contact with a'teacher who explained urrent events such as the .
N _ Unilateral Declaration of Independen Rhode51a 'Ihat they were

v1ewed and U‘eated as stu and not ‘black students’ by their German mrssronary
Aro1c, ot o Hare
, teachers profoundly 1nﬂuenced W@Wﬁg@% Cé large contmgent of

~ Fort Harlans who studled at Lovedale mcludmg Isaac Mablndlsa and Siggibo Dwane

 were mﬂuenced by people such as Ambrose Maklwane ‘who frequently led pohtlcal - .

. meetmgs of the high school students.

Upon arrlval at Fort Hare, more pohtrcally advanced colleagues mﬂuenced '
o ‘many students The SRC Presrdent durmg Devr Bugwhan E student days, Oliver
. : Tambo, opened her eyes She says “I mean Oliver Tambo was sitting there asa |

grown man as presrdent of the SRC when I was a 15 year old I do remember h1m and

| what dynamrsm he had even then 2 Robert Sobukwe, perhaps the most polrtrcally

. astute student of his generatron 1mpressed numerous classrnates, mcludmg Herby

- Govmden Mangosuthu Buthele21 drew Frank Mdlalose to hlS ﬁrst ANC Youth

1 Buthelezi, interview by autho_r; .
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Desplte pohtlcal dlfferences among graduates, F ort Hare s esprzt de corps

- 'hves on in the govermng of the New South Afnca I oe Matthews says that party

d1fferences are tempered by the fact that SO many p011t1c1ans studled at Fort Hare “f
think 1f people have been, obv1ously to the same schools or the same unlversmes it
makes personal relatlons eas1er. He compares the relatlonshlps between Fort Harlans

| of d1fferent poht1cal partles to that of pohtlcal opponents from the same clan

- If people belong to the same clan, they are supposed. to ﬁnd it easy to work together
So Minister [Steve] Tshwete who is the same clan as my mother, I can talk to him )
more easily because of that. And you get that kmd of relationship among Africans

~ especially because they have the - "™ ‘otems which they express
- 'when they meet. ... That makes have easy relations, even
. between people who are actually p . It cuts across politics.%3 w
_ I asked Mangosuthu Buthele ctor makes political debate in

. ‘South Africa less contentious. He Y

B [o]f course it does. Itdaes, really Eve some i_f ff seni lservants here, some
. of them are from FortHatd Vhey aS it adyﬁe all graduates

..of Fort Hare as well and areng érégﬁ uls'heExBétH%ef&séxlways that sentlment

that We are ex- Fort Harians.

Makhenke51 Stofile of the ANC told me only half j okmgly that whenever he gets into
an argument with Buthelezr of the IFP all he has to do is say the two words ‘Fort ”
- : Hare and Buthele21 will change ﬁom hrs opponent to hlS best frlend 25 Zolam
: Ngwane notes that thls spmt of ﬁ'atemlsatlon dommated the e1ght1eth annlversary
’celebratlons at Fort Hare, wrltmg that “the past echpsed the present.” He,wrltes that
: Professor Francis Wilson;_the chairman of the F ort Hare C_ouncil, .empha‘sised the N

“impressive m_anner_in which the event managed to transcend political differenices _

- 2 op. cit. -
" Matthews, interview by author
? Buthelezi, interview by author.

B Stoﬁle interview by author.
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met Yet w1th that knowledge they contlnued to protest The toy1 toy1s were as much o

a celebratron of the past as they were a protest agamst present fmanclal 1ssues

The toy1 toyis also showed how the past can become a part of the llvmg o
present Though Idid not know itat the tlme the tumultuous state of affairs at Fort
Hare upon my arrlval in 1997 could be traced back to leglslatlon of the late 1950s that' .-
resulted in the balkamsatlon of Fort Hare and the expanswn of black unlversny
: educatron Asl moved about campus e myself with the steps to the -
' *t_oyl toy1 and the words and meanmg_s g songs, I was unawarethat :
1 was protesting because Anib’rose M: tpatriots had been |

unsuccessful walkmg the same route ndeed, the ﬁnancial,

_'academlc and orgamsatro problems confronting Fort Hare upon my arrrval were,

F
1A \ve lt) ‘ng )I'[
in large part, aresult of the 1960E9ggph@pt ﬁk@y@@%tﬁyétemaucally tore into the -

* fabrlc of the umver51ty

Ralph Elhson wrote that “man cannot sunply say ‘Let us have liberty and
justlce for all’ and have it.” He descrlbes Amerrcans as bemg afflicted with an illness - -
: that he descrlbes as “hlstoncal amne51a > This dlsorder results m us “filing and
forgetting” certain parts of our past and thus preventmg true progress from takmg
place Much of F ortHare’s history is in danger of falling prey to this Ellisonian
| disorder The storles I heard from alumm and the documents I S1fted through in the

: archlves of the Fort Hare admmlstratlon bulldmg were, llterally and figuratlvely, filed

- away.
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. Danny Massey Wlth Andrew Masondo, 25 May 1999 Armscor Bulldmg,

N " nephew stay there and look after the pl

Pretoria
| DM Can you tell me a 11tt1e b1t about your farmly background where you were born?

VAM I was born on the 27‘“h of October 1936 I was born in Sophlatown “Then stayed -
- in Sophiatown until I was about 8 years old. Then I left Sophiatown and went to '
+Alexandra Township where we stayed at number 38 12th avenue for some time. Then
“around 1948 we left 12th avenue and went to 7t avenue, incidentally number 27. Then
‘we left Alexandra and went to Jones Street. ... We went to White City, Jabavu.. We got
to White City, Jabavu, in 1950.. From White Clty, Jabavu in 1961 we went to Mulapo
and that’s where my home is up to now, my family home. Presently I’ve got a home here
in Pretoria. ButI still keep the family home in Soweto "My eldest daughter and my

" lucation at the day care in .

-Sophiatown. Then I went to Albert Str ol. ThereIdidmy
kindergarten and my pre—school pnme 1946, I was 10 years old, left
-for St. Agnes School, a Swedish missic That’s where I did my primary
~education. I started my standard one t} : for four years b/c I did my

standard one in 46 my std 2 in 47 my s in 49. Then the late Father

Huddleston, b/c my family was AIlgliCa.u,Wt 1 go to St. Peter’s secondary

- school in Rosenttenville. There I did my w. ndary school from form one to form

five. That year when I was R.)I aminations '
somehow were not passed Vlé(r;ﬁ%fqi égﬁ"égf‘ %}« %ie only one who passed
in our school. 1955 went to Fo th€ BSC degree. My mother
was Elsie Seratke. Her maiden surname was Bowe. My father was Eloise Emmanuel
Mtandane Masondo. My mother had gone to Standard Six educationally and my father
‘had not gone beyond Standard Three. My father originates from Inkandla, a place called
Etalene. But then they stayed there. My grandfather was Jopa Masondo. They were
essentially, the family actually was Roman Catholic. It’s only my father who later
became an Anglican. My grandfather died, and my grandmother died when my father
was still very young. T understand my grandfather and grandmother had 16 children. A
number of ladies, but all of them died. Only about four of the boys remained that I came
to know. My father’s eldest brother was Solomon Masondo. He was a mechanic. He
learned mechanics from the job and after some time he had his backyard mechanical :
workshop and later he had a garage there that he built after some time. But he died so the
family, he had only one child and that was my cousin sister, but in Zulu I-call her my
sister. Her name is [inaudible] Masondo. She’s now Mrs. Ntembu and she staysin =~
Natal. Now the next brother, between the two, he was born in 1899, his other brother
who survived was born in 1903. He was also a very interesting person.- He also didn’t go.
to school. Formal schooling was not that ... Rafael Masondo was I think the business
genius of the-family. He started his shop He had a table in a communal place where you
had a table, people came, there are many tables in that communal place. People came,
bought food. That’s where he started. He sold barbecued meat and porridge and all that.
He ultimately. became a very, very powerful business person. The number of butcher
shops he had in Durban. He stayed in Claremont, his house is still there. He really
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AM: Yes. Let me tell you something about St. Peter’s. St: Peter’s Secondary School
- was one of the elite schools among blacks. It produced quite a number of science ‘
.students for a school at that time for blacks it’s science facilities were very high. For
instance, we actually did experiments in groups of four, sometimes groups of two, which

~ wasn’t common with some of these black schools. Some black schools you learn science

- without ever touching the apparatus. The teacher demonstrated. - You never actually
performed the experiments. It is also a school that produced quite a handful of leaders I
~can Just name a few of them The fonner pre51dent of the AN C, Tambo

DM: “He also taught there :

AM Yeah and he also taught there The former secretary general of the AN C, Duma ,

i Nokwe Henry Makgothl

o »;_'DM Imetwrthhnn

| ‘AM' YoumetWIthhml :

DM: Joe Matthews

_ AM Joe Matthews Sometimes some of ug are ngt {Qo f that [laughter] . quite
" people who indeed made a m&*m l‘ﬁ:ﬁnlti? E W48 an Anglican school, |
“at least during my time, we had pedjslgalitewdre i xtetsehmd who could inspire you.
- During my time, the superintendent of the school, it was the end of my time, was Father
- Trevor Huddleston, a man, politically who was a giant. Politics in a different way, from a
Christian point of view. You had people like Reeves, the bishop, Reeves, at the time - -

" when Huddleston was not yet a bishop, he was a bishop. And these were people who
- fought, particularly the education. You see I grew up at a time when Bantu Educatlon

- was started in 1952, I’d been you know, missing it. It was a missionary. And the -

Anglican Church was proud of its institutions and particularly proud of St. Peters. So

- when Bantu Education took over schools they could not accept that.. And as a result they
- decided that they would rather close St. Peter’s as a secondary school. But then it was
changed to St. Martin’s, which became a white school and is now a multi-racial school

- So that school started to g1ve you some pohtlcal background

- DM: Was your mother ever a member of the Commumst Party or did she Just read the '

: hterature‘?

AM No she was a very adm1rer of Commumsts but a very fanaucal member of the v»
ANC. a _ .

: DM Whlle you were growmg up" :

-AM Yes, she was. Even she died st111 very, very fanahcal about the ANC in 1993 My
o f father d1ed 1n 197 he died in 1963 when I was Just I was one month in Robben Island y' .
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“when he d1ed He was actually thrown out of a movmg train. ’93 when I came back my

- mother was still alive, yeah *93 when I came back, she was still alive. Andshe was stilla
. member of the ANC. She actually made me to pay for the subscription of the ANC. ‘
When I told her that I was a member of the ANC she says produce your card and I
couldn’t produce it. [laughter]. I thought being in the revolution was enough, but she
. wanted me to be a card-carrymg member She was that type of person - .

_ DM Was she mvolved in the deﬁance campalgn when you were growmg up‘7

- AM: She dldn’t volunteer because you had to volunteer, but she was an achmg member e
_ of the ANC when I 'was growmg up :

DM: And your fathertoo‘? o

~ AM My father was stnctly apohtlcal 1 med about business. In fact,

- he thought that we were just being a nui litics and things. But he .
supported the organisation. If you aske: sation he supports, he would -
say the ANC because in his mind I thin} posed to belong to the ANC. I
was a little bit worried about some thing r instance that the church to

. me, although I saw these men who were v val, but I was a little bit worried
-about the way:the church portrayed the heMple Heathens. The other thing,
~ when I was young, I thought te gl;tv@mﬁy wse, for instance, at
St. Peter’s was a private parish for %? gﬁgaes in Rosetenville,
- St.Mary’s and St. Peter’s. And it oo éoﬂv‘émently made St. Mary sa
~white parish and the domestic servants who were there came to St. Peter’s. Andinmy
- feeling I felt that was pandering to apartheid and segregation. Because I’m not, from the
start I was clear that the English actually started segregation in our country. Sometimes
‘their attitude also was rather condescending. I was worried in the way we were taught
~ history. It worried me. I was quite a good student of history because I managed to pass it
- and I’d be about the second or third best student and if I thought I needed the marks, I - :
could even be the best student. But I didn’t like it. I didn’t like history because I thought
the history we were taught was biased. You know I couldn’t understand how people who
came here and didn’t have cattle suddenly talked about other people stealing their cattle -
. and then they go in to recapture cattle. I was a bit worried. Now you see I belong to the
‘Mtetwa clan of the Zulus. Now the Mtetwa clan is actually the clan that built the Zulu
kingdom. ... Now as a Zulu child, you were taught to respect Shaka. You will notice
among the older people, very few people have the name Shaka as a name given to them.
.And that is because he was revered. “You couldn’t take the chance of calling somebody
. Shaka and then tomorrow he turns out to be a coward or he turns out to be a nobody. But
- you see, I would read in history, people talk of Napoleon and they talk of Bismarck, great
 tacticians and political you know, people who could do things.  But your builders of
~ nations. In our history Shaka was a savage, the man who decimated people. Great men
- like him, his nation building, these were not acknowledged. Now for me, I didn’t like
-~ that. So South African history, I didn’t enjoy it. ButasI say, for purposes of passing -
“exams, I did well. The other thing I had a problem with saying yes when I meanno. - -
Now time and agam I d1dn’t agree w1th the way we were admnustered o
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DM At St. Peter s‘7

-AM Yes, sometimes. Partlcularly When we got anew warden Father Rakane We had
a warden before. I felt all my life he knew the psychology of young people. So I found
myself at one time being a little rebellious. And I thought the role of prefects was not
one I liked. They tended to be more policemen than leaders. That’s the role they played.
That’s why for instance when they asked me to be a prefect, in fact they wanted to make
me a prefect when I was not yet eligible to be one, when I was in form three. I refused.
And ultimately I actually was responsible for the demise of the prefect system at St. -

Peter’s . I also was mvolved in some negotlatlons about hunger strikes and some things.

. I mean food stnkes

: DM Was there anANC Youth Leagu< B

; vf.AM: On the camp_us s itself there wasn* igue. But a man called Joe _
Molefe who was a former St. Peter’s st 1 1953, mobilised some of us.
.'_That’s when now1 got, in my own riglL conscious. :

- DM: In what ways d1d he motivate you? v -

AM This chap came to fetcbrﬂmdegrgqg qqrgrfg ofﬁces Now 19531 ° |
- thinka group of Youth Leaguers ma@gﬁ éhy‘ tchmson s

'DM Alfred Hutchmson‘7 |

AM Yeah Alfred Hutchinson. I thmk Duma Nokwe had gone. He had gone overseas
for a youth conference. And Lindy Nkane. Now, Hutchinson was a person who was -
coming to give us a briefing about his travels. I think it was in Czechoslovakia if

- remember well. And Hutchinson started describing this conference. Now he was a
master in the Japanese language. And then he described socialism for me, for us, you
know, the way it works, why it is, what is the aim, what it is doing. And I must say, I
~was attracted, very much attracted. Because I couldn’t, you see the South African -
system, I couldn’t understand the vast differences between the impossibly rich as I put it -
and the diabolically poor. And I thought the system the way he described it was a.good
one. Well my mother continued to buy me books. I think when I was about 15, I read
~ the biography of Stalin. And I kept on readmg ButI thmk I was more attracted to the
Commumst Party o . , _

DM: That was before you got to Fort Hare‘7 ‘

' 'AM Yeah, before I got to Fort Hare 1 was more attracted to the Commumst Party But
I was too young at the time. So I decided to, I loved to read Marxist literature. Nowmy

. mother was also a friend of Mac Shope, who was the general secretary of Sactu, Was

' always a member of the Communist party. And Mac provided some of the literature to
~. ‘my mother who then gave the hterature to me. And Mac also taught me a lot about trade'
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- u'niéni'sm; I Would visit him and he would tell r'né',.when I wa»sva.t Fort Hare ’I would cbfne

. home. Because he stayed at the same location. I'went to Fort Hare, as I said. At first, =

~when I was still in primary, I thought I was going to be a doctor. When I was in Standard
Six I asked my principal and Standard Six teacher, will I be able to complete medicine
before I became 27. I had a premonition that something was meant to happen to me

" when I was 27, so I wanted to finish this. But also there was the idea which I just got that
maybe I could also become an engineer. But I didn’t know much about what an engineer

was, I just knew that it was somebody who built things, and I liked it. But maybe

- “because of my mother’s bosses, the idea of a doctor appealed to me. Now, when I left for -

- Fort Hare, alright, then I tried to get a scholarship to go and study at Fort Hare. Now, at
- St. Peter’s I think that the year I was in Form Five was a year that did my career a great
deal of harm in that I was seen as a, Father Rakane thought I was a malcontent. Now the °

~ school used to give a scholarship for the best science student. And I was the best science

- student in the school. The school used tn @iva a hurcarv for the best student. I was the

best student. Then I applied for a scho ity council scholarship.” And .
- the people came to see me and I was th 1 passed. ButIdidn’t getany -
of those things. I thought they didn’t v >ntent to university. I got to
. Fort Hare, my mother and father paid f . It was alot. They didn’t
make much money. They sacrificed a: 0 had a way of talking to her
. employers to advance her some money. __n decided, no, at the end of the
. year, I tried a loan bursary. I got it and tha ey I used for my junior degree. I
- was doing maths, applied m s1cs che e way I got to do applied
"~ maths, I didn’t even know th ﬂ aths Now St. Peter’s, we
didn’t do biology. We rather werelplgéi SCiétl éts. Now, maths needed

biology, at least one of the biological sciences because mathematics was alright, you

- could substitute one of them. So on the train, I’m asking the older boys, tell me what’s
up? So I asked one chap is there a subject akin to mathematics, because I started to teach
myself botany and I also didn’t like it. He said there’s a subject called applied
“mathematics. So I decided I was going to do physics, chemistry, pure math and applied
math. I did applied maths, passed my four subjects was amongst the two best first year

-students. I wanted to do apphed maths second year, but the professor wanted to
discourage me and a friend of mine. But we persisted. So second year we did pure
maths, applied maths, physics, we dropped chemistry. Passed. Was supposed to do

- applied-maths 3. Again it was, we were only 2 in applied maths two. And I think we

~ were the first two to do applied maths 2. We pass, we get to applied maths 3. The
prOfessor says no, no, no, no. So we did. We used to get one lecture a week for our

major. -‘Then it happened that year I, no in fact the year before I met my wife. She was a

- first year student. When I was doing third year, she got pregnant. She told me about this

‘inJune. So I left for home. Now the rule at Fort Hare was the Christians’. Ifyou
impregnate somebody, you can only come back to your work if you either couch to marry
her or you marry her. So I left, in June I went home and tried to arrange for this questlon
of the marriage. And the result for about three quarters of the second semester, I wasn’t.
" there. Ijust came back to come and write. I wrote, I passed. I passed applied maths -

- - quite well. For somebody who was not there, I got a very high second class pass. And

- my friend got a first class. And then I was supposed to go to Rhodes because I now
~decided I was going to do applied maths honours. At Rhodes, the professor who was



supposed to teach us there left for Amenca So they transferred us to W1ts and I thlnk it

- was a good thing because I was taught by one of the best applied mathemeticians this
country has ever produced, Arthur Blacksley. ‘We did our honors, did our honors course
~ in 15.months. My colleague left. There was a time when there was an exodus of people
to N1ger1a, particularly the science teachers. So he left and I remained. I went back to
"~ Fort Hare to do. the teacher’ s course, Umvers1ty Educatron Drploma .

DM: What year was that" Was 1t ’5 9‘7
AM: Yeah that’s ’59 because I ﬁmshed my ‘honors i in ’59 February That’s why, Idon’t

have a-gown. T’ve never had one. I’ve never graduated in presentla Always been in
absentla -

. DM: When you ﬁrst got to FH in 1955 A *’Jey had to close down the
umvers1ty v ' el
" AM: I was coming to that. So I came. hola.rshrp “When I got to Fort
Hare, it was 1955. At the time, Profess now Professor Dent was the
principal. A regulation was passed that not go to the mzana, eluk as
- they used to call it. When we went on su », I think some of our parents
thought, what were we doing? Why do WM in mzana? But you see there

was a principle that was invo@fll 'Wﬂ tmgxate had taken that
- decision to prohibit people going t go ons the SRC. You
Gdre: '

~ know I still remember Scotty Weiner ép 4 &n@saymg the SRC, the

n toothless bulldog. And that time was the time when things were going very, very wrong. -

- People even used wrong methods, boycott. We stuck to our decision. And I was only
- three months in the umversrty

DM A rude awakemng

~ AM: Itwas in Apnl durmg grad that’s when we started th1s thmg It was clear that it
was political. The university attacked the SRC. They were not prepared to recognise the
~ SRC as an important aspect of the college. -So the college was closed. When we came
~ back, some people were not allowed back.  Among them ‘were Kolake who is in Lesotho,
this very chap I talked about, Scotty Weiner from Zambia. There was a chap from
Kenya. ... . These were regarded as the people who were inciters. I think people like
Butela. But what is interesting is the role of Joe Matthews. When the student body was
‘one and he was no longer at Fort Hare, he came. Using his position as an ANC person.
- He came there to come and break the strike. And he used tactics because there you see .
you have the ANC. The PAC was not yet born, but the ANC and the Unity- Movement,
~Soya. And he started to use that animosity in trying to break it. I think even the Youth

o League people saw through that. If you check I’'m sure with people who were there in

e 1955 you’ ll fmd he was never respected by them

o DM What was hrs motlvatlon in trymg to break up the smke?
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_. '.AM H1s father Hrs father was the pnnc1pa1 ) he was trylng to break the strrke Butl
must tell you Joe, he’s a brilliant person but he just doesn’t have a backbone and also he’s -
a spoiled child. But he’s brilliant. You know I remember we were at the Lobathe
"~ Conference in 1962. One of the best analysis of the position of the Afrikaner in the Free
. State, I got from Joe at that conference It was bnlhant But he’s an opportumst A bad
- one at that. _ .

v‘ DM And ZK what was your contact hke w1th h1m‘7 L

L AM I was unfoxtunate at one time. - ZK wanted to chase me out of the umver51ty at one
- point. One day I and my friends, I didn’t even have a girlfriend. So one day we decided

- we want to take some girls out to the cinema. So we go to Eluk, we reach Eluk, that’s

" °56. We get to Eluk and we see some woman, Jafta, she’s now at UN"ITRA So she just

- refuses and says she’s not coming. So a int, she wasn’t very polité to
- other people also. As misfortune would oned herand bya -
- conglomeration of circumstances, peopl ‘naughty, they think Ididit.
.- So she goes and reports and ZK calls m« you must know about these
“things. I said I might do everything but ht men, but I’ve been taught -
" by my mother not to fight women. The a woman, my mother thrashed
. me very badly. So I told him no...I have nvncver went to the DC. They:
“were taking chances, hoping that maybe I wo somebody. Later I came to know

- actually who did it. It was sor ﬁm@p@q@a@mﬂm Hipgqsign Chap.

' DM: Where d1d this reputatlon asa trh'uh{e—ma'ker come Fotn You said 1t was there in

- high school also

AM: Yeah, you-see',’ you know when you are an only child, I mean, point number one, I
“am a person who when if I don’t like something it doesn’t matter if you are my boss, I
justtell you. Also, the problem, you see, being born alone, I grew up having to defend

myself. So once you learn to defend yourself, sometimes, you fight time and again and

people fought that. And I had a problem with my voice. You know at St. Peter’s, every
- time there was noise, Father Rakane believed I was making noise, even if I wasn’t. And

also, you come from the ghettoes of Sophiatown and Alexandra. People think that decent
" people don’t originate from those places. It was just, and then my deportment, I was a
~happy go 1ucky person and people would feel that I’'m so not1ced to do anytl'ung

DM And you were a welght-hfter at the t1me‘7
; AM Yeah Iwasa body-bullder and a boxer

| DM People were telhng me that they used to see you in the gym and that you were a’

- champron we1ght hfter :

: AM [laughs]

- 'DM: 55 was when the government ﬁrst started lookmg into takmg over Fort Hare
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'AM: We then had a problem. The question of the SRC actually even after we came
~ back, the question of the SRC was a problem. You know that when we came back we
“took a decision that we shall not play sport, physical sport. Now that lasted. [end of
E tape] The question of the SRC was a problem. They did not want us to, they gave us a
constitution for the SRC and people were not happy about it because it was not discussed
~ by the student body. Now, another year, now you know we sort of went through the
. years, ‘56, ‘57, then ‘58 I was at Wits, then I came back ‘59. ‘59 I was the senior student 1
- at Beda Hall. We were busy now, there was now the Transfer of University Act. We -
really went to town to try and go against it. There was also another problem. Whilst I
" 'was away, ‘58, there was a strike by the nurses at Lovedale, Victoria East, and the student
body was involved. And people like Gumbo [Ambrose Makiwane] were there. Now
. Gumbo when I came was the leader of the Youth League He was a charismatic leader,

" butI think I also had the feehng that he ~iut, he led the ANC. He’s the
- type of leader you’d want if you are figt t want him to be your leader - ‘
- whenyou are strateg1smg ‘And the que: the Unity Movement, withits = .
boycott tactics, when it even boycotts th d a problem. Now 59, the
- SRC, yes that’s when we took the decisi oing to play sport because
when we had that strike in ‘59 the admi :haps Now, we came to “60.

I had a problem. Whilst I was doing UED Vlsung in applied maths tutorials. .
"So they offered me a post for ‘60. Now you kn ‘59 I was part of the people who -
- were fighting against it. So I @ﬂl‘\h@ﬂl fa I got in touch with
- Govan. [Mbeki] -Govan then said tp (o ust e 1t Yeah, I must take
_ it. So I obeyed mstruchon Sol tool% post. oEmbgngL{fnthnﬁ( about 1t, I think Govan
was nght '

: DM What was hlS ratlonale for tellmg you to take the post'7

AM He sa1d to me, look Andrew, because also I was begmmng to be mterested in
“organising the peasants. you know whilst I was still a student, sometimes I would go
alone, go to the villages, visit the villages. And so I was beginning, 59 actually I was
beginning to get involved with organisation of the peasants. So he said no I must take
the post. And also applied mathematics didn’t have actually a teacher. Professor )
Davidson taught us applied mathematics, but he was actually a physics teacher. So he
said no, go for it. I went for it. And Without being modest, I did a good job of it.
Although I was teaching with two fascists. Linday and Van Rensberg. That’s where -
sometimes politics could come in. I was a lecturer. There was a chap who was withme -~ -
at Wits. Now I did my honors effectxvely in one year. He did his honors in two years.
When he came back, he gota post in Afrikaans. He was not married. But you see, his
salary, where his salary started, mine stopped. But status was the same, only because I
was black That was a b1t of a problem forme. - .. S ,

DM And there were separate counclls at that 1:1me as well

AM Yes, there were also separate councﬂs I was in the adwsory senate I dldn’t hke 1t
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o _DM Were you forced to part1c1pate in 1t‘7

| AM No I could have reﬁJsed but by then I had now dec1ded that 1 was going to ﬁght it.
So I wanted to be. They put me in the senate. I became a member of the senate, adv1sory
'senate o

‘ DM: At one point in ‘61 Stanley Mab1ze1a was there, he was expelled for callmg Kalser |
: Matan21ma a sellout and a dog. o .

L AM Yeah what had happened actually then now in ‘61, the quesuon of the SRC agam
- came very sharply. Now I’m saying I was in a fix. I was a Youth Leaguer. Iknew some -
- of these chaps were with me in the Youth League. I was a lecturer and part of the ,
" administration. But I believed that the students were right. The only time I was unhappy
with them was when they, in the dining hall T think Prafessor MOM Seboni was there

- and they threw a knife and things like 1 ed the situation, whereas all th'e B

time they were right. And I told them, . By the way I think I was the .
only lecturer allowed to attend secret s used to go there and attend. So -
"I found myself actually moving with tt 3 the students about tactics and
things like that, but I was a member of v, the late Griffitths Mxlange,

he is with Stanley Mabizela there, stan vho was the advisory council

chairman, passes by. And Mxlange says, Mllout in Xhosa, nhwage. And he
is moving with Mzamane. e has been roplems with Stanley Mabizela in -
the hostel because he was t]la\ﬁ:id ﬂ-d%f\ﬂii éﬁﬁx’v ﬁtéy asked hnn, who’s that
boy, Matanzima, he says, no, it’s Maazmyrl’m mmy:h(wse “no no, that day, it was-
actually over the weekend. I'm going towards my office. Just in front of Stewart hall, I
meet Sizakele Sixashe. And Sixashe says to me, ‘they’ve expelled Mabizela.” I said, ‘for
what?’ He says, ‘for being, for saying that Matanzima is a sellout.” ButI say, ‘he is so
why do we expel somebody for that.” So I say to Sixashe, he must tell him that he musn’t
- go. I go and organise the staff members, the black staff members. On thé basis that we
~~are members of the advisory council and senate and the law says we must be consulted
_-and they didn’t. They just expelled him. ‘So I meet Chris [Hani]. I said to Chris, ‘Chris, .
come here. I’m going to organise the staff, you go and organise the students.”- We meet
in the morning at the rector’s office on Monday. Now Chns was a good orgamser So he
goes and orgamses When I come, they are there : -

DM: En bloc' |

. AM: En bloc' So I come there and I say to them alnght, d1snussed They go away. So
Igo into the meeting to discuss with the Rector. That gave me a lot of moral strength .
because I told the students to go away and they did. So Professor Ross tells us, reads all
these powers, because according to the Transfer Act, the rector had ... powers. So .-~ -
ultimately I said to him, I said, look, you can’t expel that person. In fact ’meven . :

- surprised that Matanzima even took this up with you. He knows that. And then you take
the decision to expel somebody How is that? Not even punish someone. -And you ve
- been readmg me the powers of the rector. I said to him, the rector must, yes, he’s given -

o such powers, but 1t is supposed that he 11 use them respons1b1y or else it Would just be
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destroymg and bmldmg nothmg And I sa1d you read me the transfer act, what does it
say on other thmgs? You drdn’t consult us. So ultlmately Stanley did not go home.

- DM: He was very courageous in takmg the blame. He knew that the people would

support him as a popular student leader

) AM That’s it. We had a little b1t of a crisis at a certam pomt Now thJS time the SRC
‘was led by Choab1 Seretse Choab1 ‘

DM IS this after 1960‘7
AM:_ Yes,yrt is after 1960.

" DM: 1 was told that the SRC was disb:

' " over. Wasitkeptin place fora
- few years after the takeover? : - S -

AM: No you see we then resnseitated. ie student body to resuscitate

the SRC. And also to stop the boycott [ found that drunkeness in the
- campus was escalating greatly and tha ly control the student body

properly. So there would be a vacuum. sed with our Youth League

chaps and our other students that they shoul e sports, stop boycotting. In fact I

~ offered myself to be the presidqmofem li:{_ﬁ taken up. And then
‘one of the students, the SRC, I alsp Qgﬁ?g ita Senate and advisory

+ “council that it must come back, and at appene

throwing of the knife. The student body was asked to sign a declaration that they will not
'use violence or anythmg And the aim was that we are closmg the school if they don’t.

- So we had meetings, I was advising them that they should sign it. People were strong. I-
‘remember one girl, she was saying they shouldn’t sign. Then Choabi said if we don’t k
- sign then we don’t leave this place even if the police come. And thls woman asked ‘do
pohce also arrest women‘7’ o : - S

DM:- Who was that" Do you remember
' 'AM It was Ms. Mzane So ultrmately everybody srgned and they avorded a crisis.

,DM Do you remember 1959, before the takeover, I mtervrewed Ivy Matsepe-Casaburn
» she was talking about the new regime that came to wsrt the tuuversrty

i AM [Interrupts] Yes Yeah ‘Ross and the reglstrar Who was 1t‘7
: DM DuPrez |

, AM Du Prez. Yeah they came there in €59 during that time and the chaps threw eggon .
Du Prez [laughs loudly] and he never, he never really, he never forgave the student body

~ for that. That’s why when he came back, he was furious. - One of the difficulties we had
- politically was the lecturers. The Unity Movement chaps like the ultra left they are, -
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they’ll put a very strong pos1t10n but when you have to follow 1t the end they can’t go. I
‘was watching the situation and I found that we can make the senate, advisory senate have ;
some teeth by forming a black lecturer’s association so that from that association we’d
- get certain mandate to go and put before the administration. But you see, then they came

“with their ultra thing and said, unity movement chaps said, no, no, no, no, no, we can’t ,

~form it, it’s racist. And I said no, it’s not racist, it’s pragmatic. It’s created for a purpose..
~ So we went on, on, on. They actually sabotaged that. But when they had a problem later

. they called me up to try and get them out of it. But we also had a problem of some of our
* senior lecturers and professors. Professor Seboni was the new regime’s man. . And the
~_person who supported him was the registrar. The late Ndamse was Ross’s man, not the
~regime, but Ross’s, because they worked together in the Free State, Kroonstad, when =~
~-Ross was an inspector and he was the teacher. So we then have two people trying to vie

- for the favor of the administration. Ross pushing Ndamse, the registrar pushing MOM

“Seboni. That even came to a head. Botl " not really, they weren’t .
_ leaders of people as such. - They were, y egotism. They were- egotlsts
" Because ultimately the fight became bet :m. They started even -
- challenging one another’s degrees. Nda ven himself an MA degree
" from UNISA. He had a b-admin UNIS; e an MA. And in the
meantime, Seboni was checking on that 0 he challenged him.- There
" was a court case. It was aterrible thmg, us, We were not impressed. We

knew that it was two opportunists. But I pre € cboni to Ndamse because Ndamse
was a slick man. Ndamse, evig frtvhe hgg;m@ mﬁm us in our politics.
But what worried me one day, Mbete, rke 11 f see that double _
story house there which, I think at oné’point, at th iFwas used for the librarian or -
something like that. Now Mbete was just a library ass1stant who lived there. He had a
‘big family. That was Baleka Kgositsile’s father. I come to learn that they want to
" remove him from that house and I don’t understand. ‘So, I’'m surprised. So one day, a
friend of mine, Makanya, you remember was the deputy librarian. Makanya comes to me
“and says, you know, Andrew, Ndamse is behind this. In the meantime, I’m talking to
Ndamse about what these Boers are doing and this. Until I found that out. Now even
‘whilst I was talking about this organisation, Black Staff, when 1 called MOM, MOM said .
to me, I can’t come to that meeting. We were in ‘that meeting, Ndamse was there and- I
hought he’s the man who is with me. He actually went to MOM and told, when they -
were not friends, told him Andrew wants to destroy the senate. The next time, by then I
was the rural area organiser and Chief Mabantla, I went to him. Chief Mabantla‘says to
me, do you know that your pubilc administration man is ass1st1ng the government to draw
up urban councils. And then later it didn’t become surprising that he left and went to Jom
the bantustan and joined the wrong party Matanztma S party So we had that 51tuat10n in
the campus ' S :

', DM Would you say that you pohtrcally matured whlle at Fort Hare?
AM Yes, well you see when I was a student, I used to beheve that students don t make ..
" good p011t101ans because they don’t have responsibility. So it was a decision I took that -

~ I’m going to be active after ‘60. And I was very active. Ilearned a lot. I organised. I~
_even organised, you see, we had a strike of the workers there, I assisted in the strike, not
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e DM Whlle you were at FH'? 7
: AM WhlISt I was stlll at FH And the AN C was banned

L DM Were youand Chns, I know that Chns Ham and Dr Mablndlsa have all spoken of

S .’. the mﬂuence of Govan Mbek1 at the tlme

AM Yes yes. Yeah Govan was in fact our, mentor Govan was our mentor Because
-~ he was a member of the National Executive in the Eastern Cape. He was also in the _
-~ eastern cape executive. And he was in charge of us, both from the ANC and the party

i point of view. I liked him very much. I liked working with him. He’s one of the best
S administrator’s I know. But the problem is he can be patient with people who fool
- around. He can be extremely patient. And he is the type of person, you can’t go to him -

R . and say, this thing can’t be done, until y« " "it. "He doesn’t believe in that.
- 1 was also in the Eastern Cape rural area hich he chaired. So I attended .

- those meetings with him. And I found h piring person to _werk with. -

" AndIwasalso with him in Robben Islay

& DM" When did yon f1rISt 'get sent to Rot

AM: In 1960 the Commumst Party and thM to form Umkhonto we Sizwe.

And then Govan was in the mgﬁgmngl @jpmﬁhf. %lf (sp‘7) was also

- very close to me because we work e was also in the high

command of the Eastern Cape. I was about 26 years old at the time and it was in my

‘nature to want to join MK. Govan gave me an instruction not to join MK. He had good -

reasons. He didn’t want me meddling. I was also doing a good job as the rural organiser.

- In the meantime, I wanted to be. So I talked to Mini and said I wanted to be and Mini

~ said no, he can’t understand why people can say I shouldn’t be a member. So I actually -

became a member by default. I think the top leadership will give you the fait accompli. . -

But Mini said to me, we’ve got this problem, if anything happens to you, we’ll be in " ,

-trouble. So your task is to organise the MK units, but not to act with them. So I actually ‘

' orgamsed them and then started to act with them. In fact I acted with every unit thatT -
established. I would estabhsh a unit and go and act to make sure it was a umt Then I

.was arrested i 1963 : Sl :

 DM: Were you ﬁmshed lectunng at the tnne‘7 . _‘ SR e
| AM I was lectunng
DM You were workmg for MK and lectunng at the same tlme'?

AM: Yeah at the same t1me I was lectunng, rural area organlser commander of the MK

~ inthat region. So one day, I then with my unit went to sabotage the pylons, but by this

time, the police were preparing to ban me.. And on the day we acted, they were there at -
* my house. And when I came back, they arrested me for that. Then I went to Robben
: Island I was arrested on the 3rd of March ‘63. I was ult.lmately sentenced to 12 years on
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 the 22™ of April. T think I was among the first ten MK people on Robben Island and =~

~ “ultimately Mandela followed me there. Govan and them they followed me there. That’s
where, and whilst I was there, I did qulte a lot B! actually developed the AN C structures
on Robben Island. _ , . :

o DM And when d1d you get out‘7

AM I went for a fiirther charge. 1 had about 7 sabotage charges and then 2 membershlp |

i charges but then seven they reduced to 3. So they put me in the trial. Mabizela and

~ others were arrested from Fort Hare now for pohtlcal reasons. I was put in there and

~ sentenced to three years, one year, two years running concurrently with the twelve. So I
- served my 13 years. full ThenI got out in76. - - :

DM: And went to Angola'7 o | |

AM I left I was bamshed to Umla21 | i for ‘about» three months.

_ Then the MK chaps came to fetch me. a Oliver [Tambo] thought that -
I might, in fact he was right because I w with the underground andhe -
- saw that I was going to be arrested. So- nd I went out after three _
. months. I went outside. I wentto Tar zania I went to the Soviet Union
. to do my military training. WhenI complete! M!!tary training, then I wentto
Angola. When I came back ottty q{fv{g ﬂ\/lﬂ@i&s s then the rector and

tried to assist them in trying to ralsq%lg ﬁ' l}gta.ry people Because I

. believe that Fort Hare should not b ea ,mlgn f’l[? should be a living monument.

Fort Hare has made a very great contribution to Africa. Let me say Central and Southern

Africa in terms of the leaders there. People like Mugabe himself. Many of these people. '

~ And also some of them, some of the people, when I was in Lusaka, they assisted mea

great deal. Because there was an interesting thing about Fort Hare, you remember in the

early period, you have the ANC of Southern Rhodesia, the ANC of Northiern Rhodesia,

the ANC of Nyasaland. Now some of these chaps were actually, when they were at Fort

Hare, they were members of the Youth League. Yes. I remember one time I asked ,

" Scotty Weiner, when did he leave the Youth League. So we actually were pohtlcally the

same. Now, the other thing at Fort Hare, which I think I should mention, For Hare, in -

terms of university students, though it was a relatlvely small university, it was very .

powerful. For instance, there was a time when NUSAS, people didn’t like NUSAS, even -

I myself didn’t like it. WhenI was at Wits, I couldn’t understand how they allowed

convict labor to be used there. So time and again I myself used to attack NUSAS for not .

being revolutionary enough. But when I was there at Fort Hare, then NUSAS was '

* banned on the campus. So the student body joined it underground. - Then at a certain time
the idea of, now the PAC had broken from the ANC and therefore you had a problem i in
terms of the student body. Itwas divided. So the students, Youth League people, - '

. decided to try and form an organisation, student organisation, which would include both »

'PAC and ANC students on the campus. That’s when the idea of ASA came. The African.

. Students’ Association came up. It was mobilised. People came, Masilwa and others

“came to explain to some of us. That we should accept. Because at the begmmng, I- ,
wasn ’t very happy about Jommg with the PAC chaps But ultlmately we agreed The late
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" [inaudible] then decided to renege from the PAC. He was with us at Fort Hare. He was .

in the Youth League. - Then they decided to form an organisation here in the Transvaal

- called ASUSA. It was Aftrican Student Union of South Africa. We’d done so much work
~on the ground that ASA was viable. In fact, the last meeting that I addressed was an ASA

" meeting in Lovedale. Now you remember I told you about the African Lecturer’s

- Association. The Unity Movement then came up with an idea that we must call for

~ something called the Progressive Lecturer’s Association. So I said to them, alright, I

know you’ll sabotage that, but I’ll go along with you.- Cause I knew if we did form it,

one they wouldn’t get the whites in. So if they formed it, it would still be the same

organisation I wanted to form, just under a different name. And I would take it over b/c I

. was more popular than all of them put together in the campus. So again, Ndamse played
- avery funny role. Now, for us in the youth league, point number one, the Coloured

- students and Indian students were members of the Youth League. Actually at Fort Hare,

you were never a member of the [racial ~=~=-7 -~ -~~~ all just members of the Youth
League. - Then within the Youth Leagu 1 Indians said, if you chaps’ v
from an organisation called ASA and if 1s, what is going to happen to
us? You want us to form Indian and C ns? So we had this problem
inside the organisation. At thattime, tt :ninsula Student Union
‘Leaders, it was a unity movement orga ville Alexander, Wilcox,

Mafede (sp. ?) Sigile Bam (sp.?) . Mou. wtually were graduates or were
" students at Cape Town Umvers1ty So theuMo discuss the idea of a progressive

national students’ organisati ( &E Eéalhed with our idea.
It would solve the problem. ?Qﬁgﬂ% the Youth - -
- Leaguers are not required to follovT %Egzlﬁeagueflms ‘Exe19body is free. We actually:
agreed to form that organisation, PASO, but we had a lot of discussion, who’s going to
" control it? So ultimately whilst we were busy, I was arrested. I attended those meetings.
"Then it was that discussion which made it easy for Barney [Pityana]and them who were
aware of this to then form SASO. Because the Black Conscious ideology was amorphous
- enough to include everybody. You could be Black Conscious and still be ANC, Black
~ Conscious and still be.... That’s how I think, the moment, it became easier for them to
form it. When it was formed the leadership on the Island were not sure what to think of '
it They thought actually this was an organisation formed by the govemment I then )
explamed to. them What I’'m explammg to you and that I’'m not surpnsed

[Masondo S schedule does not allow for further dlscuss1on]
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DM I was watching a video where you said, if you weren’t active when you came to
- Fort Hare, then you became pohtlcally act1ve What was the atmosphere like when you
. got to Fort Hare‘7 B o : '

IM: Well Fort Hare was really pohtlcally actlve You had really very impressive people
1in terms of political understanding, the readings that they did, knowledge that they had.

~ And of course some of them were older. And the debates that they entered into. So it
was a real hive of political activity and debate. Marxist within Marxist and the left and

- the right. It was very, very active. I think one was in a sense immediately catapulted to

take one’s social experiences and begin to look at them in a slightly different context.
And I think that is. where one ] pohtlcal formatlon in not only askmg questlons but
. secking answers. : . o |

DM Was th1s through Iectures or mos mvolvement‘7

; IM Student mvolvement really, in th< s really were not very pohtlcal
B But student act1v1ty was really very, ve '
; ,DM What types of courses d1d you ta-- _ there?
IM: I maj ored in Enghsh an » ﬁeéeﬂands Psychology, |
Anthropology or somethmg
1 e he n X .

DM You speak about debates and meetmgs Do you remember any of these debates and
; 'meetmgs in partlcular?

' IM Oh yeah I mean, the student union called the CU was an active area where there
were meetings of students and debates taking place. But also in forums outside the
 university there was all this activity.  Because you had for example students who - :
~ belonged to the Unity Movement, to ‘the PAC, to the ANC. In fact, it’s only then that I -
* got to really understand what the Unity Movement was all about. I mean I just used to
hear about it and really not understand. That’s when one began to pick up the differences

~* between the different strands of politics and got a better understanding of that. And there

 was quite a great deal of passion about it. But then you also had a number of students
who were coming from other African countries, from Zimbabwe, Malawi, Zambia,
* Namibia, and Botswana and some of them were very, very sharp politically and also

- made their mark in their own countries. I think one of the people I remember became the

 attorney general for Botswana. Another one became the head of the agriculture _
- department in Zambia. Another one became very much involved I think somewhere near

. the top of World University. One became the director of communications in Malawi and

so on. So people of standing in their own communities and very active politically. ButI

- also came at a time when some of what you call the older generation of Fort Hare was

~ “about to leave. The Makiwanes, who were very, very active. The Kozwangese, who

-~ went to Narmbla, who isa Narmblan I ‘was sort of the new student when they were
,_leavmg R T S e ; :
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" DM: You spoke a little about the Unity Movement and I spoke with Dr. Mabindisa who

is the registrar now and he was talking about an intense rivalry between SOYA [Society
of Young Africans, the youth brigade of the Umty Movement] and the ANC Youth

’ ereague Do you remember any of that‘7

IM:. Yes I do Maybe not as clear but SOYA was really qulte active. And I thmk I still

: ', have a good picture of I think, I may be wrong, and I think he may be a Judge now, I’ll

think of his name because I think I met him the other day. I think he was Somyalo, if I’'m
~ not wrong, who was active in SOYA, but I might be wrong. But SOYA was very, very
active and really there was an mtense nvalry between the Youth League and SOYA Yes

- there was.

' "‘DM: So how did one‘ becOme a member nf ana arann ac opposed to the other? b :

‘IM Well I don’t seem to remember tt estation for memberShip. For

- me it was like a contestation of ideas w |d say that ideas that win over
~ the time would win over. But maybe I ct, I’'m not so sure. Butitwasa
‘university where those different strand: Ives very, very well. But there

~~was also a sense that some were very g dy and stuck to the groupings
 that were existing. And the others were Mst like, recruitment also new, new
members also being then. Alj the ANC w; j;tl;ﬂk I don’t know whether it *
~ was because then it was a strategy and hlgé écr‘tﬁ rrt)lr &2 bt of young people
“who came into the university gettidg/@chiiesd andbecoting part of the ANC seemed to
maybe have been part of the thing. But the others, it seemed as if, don’t think they had a
way of going out. It was simply debates and maybe people ahgned themselves then -
‘ accordmg to the debates. »

_DM: He was tellmg me that the ANC people used to call them beans and the SOYA
- people used to come back w1th tlus or that. And there used to be a lot of ﬂmgmg around .
—of words : : : : : o

IM: Well that’s certamly true. Name callmg was not just between partles It was also s

- between the different houses in which the male students lived in part1cu1ar Between '

_ Beda and Iona and Wesley. And depending also on where you were in terms of that,

~ your politics sometimes also got shaped by that. Because people who were at Beda were

* Anglicans, many of them Youth Leaguers, very much in the Tambo tradition. And there

~ 1 think the ANC was quite strong. So too was the ANC Youth League at Wesley because

a lot of the Africans, especially the ones from certain parts of the Cape, the then Cape,

" meaning the Eastern Cape, would be people who come from that Methodist tradition.

- And therefore you tended to find certain strands stronger. ‘So the naming, you know of :
one another of callmg names of one another was also part of that 1rad1t10n o O

: DM Where did Eluk ﬁt mto all ofthls‘7

IM Eluk was 1n a strange category Although there were 51tuat10ns where you’d ﬁnd :
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that political homes of some of the women were not necessarily the political homes of
_their boyfriends, although sometimes there might have an influence there and so on.
_.'Some members of Eluk, not a large number, would be where you’d say, were politically

. active. The others really were just a sense of consciousness about activity, had a social

. consciousness, but I’m not so sure whether you could say a large number of them were
- active in politics. But there were some that were. . Others were simply in support of
particular positions rather than being actively in the fray. There was also across the river -
* with the nurses, those that were quite, a small core that were quite active. Others whose
" influence probably could have been an influence also by whom they had relationships
~and so on. But there was a core that was actually a very important core because in the

~ activities that the university did and its support and who seemed actually pohtlcally qulte

in tune espec1a11y from the Eastern Cape at the hospltal

| -;DM Yourself you said that you were = matbiar of tha qRC “There were only about 30
women at the school at this time comp: 1dred men. How did you get '
. involved with the SRC. Was it politic

“IM: No it was mostly, I think out of, f lich seems to be my problem
- always, is that people choose you. Yo se. You get chosen. And I
-seem to always run into these kind of t __ 2 why I do. I got chosen by the
. women to say, no we want you to sit on th Wt so sure why they shoe one, but
that seems to have followed mfo v atsepe- -Casaburri was

~ asked to be the president of trj ggu a tcasﬂfg‘%og tion in much the
manner she describes above. I befleve @€y also lioweddeBeeame the Premier of the
Free State]. I was politically not as astute as I’m sure many other women that were there,
but I suppose there’s a sense of just simply honesty and a commitment to those things
that were right that maybe also just pushed one forward. I don’t know. I was relatively
small so it had nothing to do with size. I mean it’s not as if one had an imposing stature
and so on. So I can’treally say why I ended up there. But the other is that sometimes .
- one also, I thing that maybe explaining the thmgs that happen in one’s life is that when
- you are given responsibility or you are asked to rise to responsibility, you accept:
respon51b111ty ‘And maybe that’s how I got there. People just said no we want somebody
~ to do this and you sort of rise to the occasmn to accept respon51b111ty and that could have

"~ been 1t Idon tknow

- DM I recently spoke to Ntomb1 Dwane Who was at Fort Hare startmg in 61 S0 Just after
- youleft. She said that there were only a couple of women who would speak out at these
' p011t1ca1 meetings. Was this somethmg you had to deal w1th as asn SRC member? _Were

your v1ews hstened to? : .

E '»IM Asan SRC member one is actually almost not schizophrenic, but ambivalent. One,

- you had the responsibility that your parents had sent you there. They were paying for
that. You didn’t really understand if at all you got involved and had to be expelled. -
‘Because those are the things that you had to deal with. How would you cope with that? -
‘You’re young and you have this enormous sense of responsibility that you owe itto =

~ others. And there were some Who were very adamant about that, who were very strong in

326



- their convictions and I think it was because it arose out of their, not so much out of their
- social conviction, but a lot out of their political conviction. And I can remember people
like Seretse Choabi who was sitting with me on the council, Stanley Mabizela, who is
now our ambassador to Namibia, Tommy Mhlambiso, who was also on the SRC. Those
~ came with the political conviction about what it is that you do. With us, it was the "
correctness of any action that had to be taken and whether it was the best poss1ble
solution. So in a way you were caught i in between being this responsible citizen, is it the
responsible thing that you let every student now suffer expulsion. So it was always kind -
- of these two opposing forces within one. I remember I was with C.K., we used to call
- him C.K., from Durban, a young Indian guy who also came from a Workmg class Indian
family. And under the circumstances felt that he would have to resign from the SRC
because he didn’t think he could take those kinds of political decisions that the time -

- required. Indeed, as I say, some people were very ‘much in a dilemma. For others, it was

~ quite clear cut, there was no either here ’ “hey were quite clearand I
- think it came out of those political convi 1dents who were in this
* - ‘quandary, it was not for lack of, maybe al conviction, but it’s people
' who were caught between both the socie solitical respon51b111ty
DM So d1d you get actlvely mvolved i t Hare‘7

h 'IM Well, not for example in the day-to-day pM of, for example the Youth Leag'ue.

- and all those things. As1 sa1d,j11’;1ll ic? g¥ere very much
involved in that. I think with me, z litig ater an many people arrived
_ atpolitics. As one’s experiences b?g'@' ? [%a Qdeeyour connections with the
~ roots that had been formed at Fort Hare. ’[hat once you got into those politics, your
- commitment was not ambivalent at all. The groundwork had been done for you. You
" had gotten those things that perhaps made you not really say, should it be here or there as
you were. You came to a position where you now said I may have come here later, butI
_have come with convictions that clearly say, backwards I cannot go. From here this is
~ where I go. And mover therefore very comfortably into pohtlcs when I did move into -
' pohtlcs ButI came late into pol1t1cs

DM: You spoke a httle bit before about the Mak1wanes There was a protest march in

~ 58. I don’t know if you were there. Ambrose Makiwane was the SRC president and he
organised a march against the Fort Hare Transfer Act into Alice, with the support of the
staff. Do you remember such an event? .

M: Yes I seem to remember that in 5 8 I was new, thmk I must have been qulte new
and sort of wondering in a sense what this is all about when they were all talking and

. doing that. AndI think one’s images about these knowledgeable men, so to say, was

- precisely those kinds of things. Yeah, but for me I was not involved in the as you say,

: pohtlcal whatnot of the time. - - : : - ,

' ‘VDM Do you have any recollect1ons of Mak1wane‘7 -

‘. : IM Well the fact that he was called Gumbo 1 thmk Everybody called h1m Gumbo
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~ Yes, Gumbo Then the B111y Modlse s who were I guess well not really the next
_ generation. Somehow, they loom very large in one’s memories because they were people

who could debate politically in a manner that you had never really heard people engage

- in debates. And Gumbo stands out very much as far as that. Lovemore, Tambinangue, is
another one, who was from Zimbabwe.. Kosinguese is another one. One from actually:
my hometown, Asha Danga, who is now a lawyer in Durban, was also another one who

_sort of looms in these debates that used to take place Really larger than life in the '
pohtlcs : o . -

DM: A lot of peeple I’ve talked to havetalked about these debates and meetings and
discussion, but I haven’t gotten a clear picture of what is exactly going on. I mean are-

students meeting in the CU Hall and actually debating these pohtms‘7 How do these
debates occur, or is 1t Just a part of da11y hfe‘7 S

‘LIM I think the CU and the life of the ( daily life. You had stﬁdent' .

meetings, but then you also-had lively m the time we arrived, you .
were asked to participate in debates be mnd the freshettesandthe
students that existed. And I remember that was chosen. And I’m glad

- there were no tapes at the time because + of the quotations I heard out of

Shakespeare and it was quite clear othe. -, different understanding of that
- and I would be mortified if anyone rememm say. ButI’m sure I said it with
conviction and whatever. B asal learning experiences. I '
also came from a very protec tXh Jssﬁ{h ';fi g the school I had gone to
was a Catholic School and alﬂxough@gwasta ced soletidHers was always the sense that, -

- Fort Hare was the first place where one was sort of throw into the real world of adult

people that seemed to be so knowledgeable and so educated about certain kinds of things

~ and here you were a scholar. I was also active in sports, so I was not the traditional -
scholar. -But those are the things that you did, because politicking was not the kind of
thing that you did in school. It was something that belonged somewhere else. And you
were thrown into this when at the time, when as you say, there’s also a focus on you
because you’re a smaller grouping of people as women. So you stand out in a crowd.

. But dancing, CU meetings, and sports were just part of student life at Fort Hare. Whether
it was those who were into soccer. Of course, rugby was played. And then, of course,
tennis. I was a tennis player. And a net ball player, but there was not really much net
ball at Fort Hare. So those are the things that preoccupied people’s lives. But people ,
- also socialised by drinking, as students would do. But it was just something that I never
thought about doing and was just shocked [laughs] at students that were drinking. I mean
- so one was rudely awakened to the normal things of life because one had come from such

- aprotected life as a Chlld : o

DM: Fort Hare was a rmssmnary institution until it was taken over in 1960. Some

people have written that it was a very conservative place and that the students were the -

' ones that made it into this bastion of politics. So what was the response of the authorities
‘- to all of your debatmg and meetmg and stuff like that? = - :
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IM: You had some lecturers that were very act1ve in the politics of students and - .
followed. ‘You had a professor like Zaccahriah Matthews who was there and of course as
much, I mean he was much older and not in to the day-to-day politics, but lots of people

- had known about his contribution and his involvement. But I think it is those that were

- -also actively involved in the ANC politics that would have had the kind of -access to -

- people like him. But then you had people who were, I mean in their relatmnshlps with

- students, people like Masondo who was lecturing in mathematics.- The economics

- professor, I’'ll remember his name just now. And maybe one or two of the younger ones

 who had come in and maybe themselves been Fort Harians. But the majority really were

‘not into those kinds of politics. They were much more straight-laced, just academics.
Some were in a situation where actually they were not really keen to be involved in- -
politics grven the times. So one cannot say, I suppose in retrospect if you say Fort Hare

- was conservative, you have to place it in historical context ‘Fort Hare was actually

- politically active if you look at what we1 "~ uth Africa at the time. You
- could never come out with a statement t onservative. FortHareis - = .
 where activity took place in every, in co y tertiary institution.. If there =~
~ was politics at the institution, Fort Hare itics was. In looking back
~though, you can say, in many cases, yot jorship that was there, and so -
on. And you could say it was relatively t sense, very you say, rooted
- inreligion. - The very fact that you had yo , people went to church in large .
~ numbers, and so on. It had areligious basmo did have a few sort of, I guess

for the time, progresswe lectuters; both pﬂxmy{@flyb Tgef ﬁxtéa husband and wife
team, I think it was in biology, hoq%phyame (Fé? § Me NOW? One of the registrars

~ who was sort of very liberal in the old English tradition. “Fhen you had your English
- professor who was very British in origin, very sort of straight-laced. The reglstrar was -
Agnew Ms. Darrell was the Enghsh teacher :

E DM: She was spoken of very hlghly by some other students, especrally after the
‘government takeover. They said she was one who was still going to teach her students
, and was st111 very mvolved in student 11fe

, IM Asl say she was sort of very upnght not very act1ve pohtrcally But there were
- certain principled positions that she would feel that she’s going to take and then stuck by

those positions. I’m just trying to think about the economics lecturer, was from Natal.
The name is on the tip of my tongue. I knew him for so long. I know his children also.

- Then you had Ncobo, who also was in economics, but it’s not the one, he was junior to

‘Ncobo. Then you had the one from Natal, Professor Nyembesi, Don Mtimkulu, those
~ were all people there when [ was there, Ndamse. And then of course there was a

- difference between people like the Ndarnses, who also did not come w1th the poht1ca1

, 'Vtradltlon of ZK. Matthews :

. DM Was Z K. kmd of out of the hmehght by the trme you amved or was he st111

o actrvely mvolved‘7

s IM Well Z K I can’t say he was out of the hmehght I mean he was a nationally
‘} known ﬁgure already in that sense and I guess from the pohce S srde he was probably a
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| focus. And therefore 1f he stood in the background he was, he always loomed

~ somewhere without you seeing where Z.K. is, but was there. And it’s probably now

~when you look back, you say he probably was meeting with student leadership without "
meeting with you, the masses. And being able to have engaged those who were the

- leaders and when they came and discussed with you Fort some reason, besides just

‘being physically big, he also looms large in one’s memory about Fort Hare. But the -

~ position he then took when things were demanded of people to do were the principled -
ANC positions. They had to be sustained and maintained and that’s when you knew this
one is takmg a pohtlcal stand He d rather go ' :

- DM: You sa1d that Fort Hare was a pohtlcal hotbed In terms of the Transfer Act and the
- Extension of University Education, do you think that the government looked towards Fort
- Hare? A lot of their justification for these acts were, you know, we want to quell this - -
 political agitation. A lot of their Justlﬁr'aﬁnn for their act seems to be mdrrectly pomted o

B directly, 1f you wﬂl at Fort Hare o

| ‘IM: 1 th_mk that is actually a correct pe : was a hotbed because yes, you

had that. But you also had a core of a population.: I mean if I look
back at universities like Natal Universi [are had Indians, Africans,
Coloureds, even one or two Chinese fr vho were all part of this pot.

- And it was Coloureds from various parts oﬁa And you all had to live
together, eat together, dance {ogether, play jogeth: 1I‘Ih nothing that you didn’t,
~ drink together.  And what I hi Epdreﬁ% t a?f lﬁ ﬁsﬁldﬁ Hare was that -
‘microcosm of South Africa that wdsage elilewvedt t biwtitemaPbe able to reproduce itself -
into a totally new. Because the only grouping that was excluded from Fort Hare was ‘
* white. No other group was excluded. Everyone who was regarded as not white could -
- come to Fort Hare. - And it was a wonderful sense that one has of how people lived
- together. I remember people exchanging stories about some people who had never seen
Indians and then having to experience Indians. It’s quite a cultural shock. How do they

~ eat? What do they do? The myths that you have to then get over. And Fort Hare was -
' ableto'do'that. And you didn’t hear about fights between Indians and Coloureds and

' e - Africans. It wasn’t there.  And for me it was a good thing that, as a person who

“eventually ended up studying sociology, to say that these things are possible if the
- atmosphere is created for people to live. Because I remember that our rag days, the days «
‘when we had what we called the court of injustice, who was being charged for what, '
- people collaborated together to make the best of the charges whether you were Indian or
- Coloured. And sometimes you had something to do ‘with that, with what you were
* charged with. . And so I think it was a wonderful sense of bringing people together. But
because you then became so active politically across also racial barriers was I think also
“very good for Fort Hare. And no other institution in the country had that. And therefore
really, I do have a feeling that this extension, besides anythmg else, it may have had other
reasons, but that was also to break that kind of thing down. And probably with,I =~
- shouldn’t say success in that way, in that this coalescence was not allowed to as I say
reproduce itself over time and therefore create a core of mtellectual ehte or.of people who . -
- could then go out into the world and lead in thls manner o : :
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v DM Do you thmk it was legltlmate of the government to look at Fort Hare s
. perspectlve‘? , o :

CIM: Leg1t1mate from whose pomt of v1ew‘7 :

V' - DM [laughs] From thelr perspectlve

IM “From their perspectlve Imean if I had to be in thelr boots and sa1d what would I

* do, I think that would have been the one thing that you would do because you knew if

- “youbroke that you would have done quite a bit of damage to this. So it makes quite a bit
of sense to say they would have used that. They thought about other things too. I meanI

- had grown up for example, you asked me about speaking Afrikaans. I was just in Hebron

the other day seeing someone who would be much older than me who had gone to the

_ . same school that I had gone, pnmary scl me high school. He’s R
S teachmg in Hebron, was a headmaster o [there. But what he told usis
that you move from a Coloured school, )1 that existed in the area was
in what you call the African area. But if :cause you all went to church
anyone. Because there was one Methoc u started sort of a sub branch
of a Methodist church so that it was nea on. People crossed across
. v_those kinds of lines too. So that the s'eparame mto schools, to then say you are
- going to go to a Coloured school and no other , you are going to go to this school,
and physically separate peopld 114, jz@qag]y]gy @golﬁg) Moloured :
. community, which had never exist dﬁl(?% sedl pure form before.
" . Because what they called the Coloured are, or oured locatlon what we called

Cairo, was a mixture of all kinds of people, surnames that are mixed. But when they

~created Bran Park, was to say anyone who’s not classified Coloured, and it really began
to cause splits in families which were very painful. And I think many of us have very, .
o very painful memories about that. So Fort Hare seemed to be as part of that chain in

order to wrmg more and more out of ex1st1ng relatlonshlps that could have consolidated

' people

' DM And in terms of student reaction, from 1955 they knew that this bill was a ‘
_poss1b111ty You were there right up to when it actually happened, that the school was

taken over by the government. Obviously, the students didn’t let it go easily. Can you
remember some of the sentiments and some of the actions that the students took in the

- years and months leadmg up to the takeover‘7 ”

IM: Wellin partlcular I thmk what stands out is a number of thmgs that were happenmg.
- And I’m not so sure which year it is that it happened.. When the whole university found

itself wakmg up in the morning with flags up and flagpoles cut, things wntten on top of

*. . Stewart, the library etc. I still have pictures of that which are very good memories about
. this. And posters and lampoons all over the place, very methodically done, with

precision. And there was not a single student around you who knew how that happened.

I think that was very, very striking. It was quite clear that there had been those who had =
been organised to do this, did it well, and nobody talked. Now and then, you hear a few
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. the memory of Fort Hare stands so strong B thmk it's Just that it is two dlfferent tlmes :
w1th two dlfferent cn‘cumstances . _

DM' Do you have any'memones of Chﬁs Haniasa elassm'ate‘f

IM: No 1t’s funny, we sort of caught up. with one another strangely in Maputo [She is
mterrupted by her secretary.] We caught up in Maputo and he had much clearer
memories of me than I had of him. 'But it’s not surprising because I think I was a year
~ ahead of him or something like that, but also we were fewer women and therefore you
stood out in a crowd compared to men. But as we talked, we then remembered. And he
had been a very kind of, I remember him in a big heavy coat that he used to wear. It ‘
- probably was winter because I never could understand why I remember him in this coat. -

- He was almost very priestly. [laughs] And he always smiled when I said that. I said, '

well I remember you, this serious perso: where you are? And it was
. good to reminisce about that because wi how each one of us has really
~ arrived at politics and our commitments rent paths. And little things
that catapulted us in directions at differ vinced me that not everybody
- gets there by the same route. That’s an ve always said to my students.
~ We don’t all get there by the same routs ave to-understand what is that
. route and what shaped that route.” And so 1 S0 active already, it was like
- there was, almost like there was a contradlctloMy mind. Because he had not been
one of those that when I left Iﬂgm\ﬁ@ F@/Iq_gm try, this is what they

are going to do. Because I had seer, 1?{} ve zhlread nd when I met themin
exile, I thought they had actually dled %ause fseen ’them And people would
spread all this news about so and so had died. And when in the seventies, I met some of
them in Zambia, I just broke down crying because it was like they appeared from

- nowhere. People had said well, so and so died in the snow of the Soviet Union. And I

~ guess you wanted, you sort of almost accepted that untll you saw them, and sa1d you .

~ mean you re alive! : S ‘

'DM: This same Mrs. Dwane that I met last week, she told met that Chris Hani once came
up to her in the library. She was very religious. And he just quietly came up to herand =
he said, it’s time for you to get involved. There’s more to life than just religion. -

- IM: [laughs] Andhe knewibetter. |
"DM' Did he eVer tryvto» get you ihvolVed more‘?

IM No, no, not really My close mvolvement with him really was when we were both
~ out. That’s when we sort of came to terms with, well, sort of actually reestablished our
- knowledge of one another. And so my involvement with him was really in exile. And by i
then I had been alread overseas in a way when I had caught up with him again. And he
had made quite a few strides when I first met him, I think it was in Maputo when we first
‘met at the alrport And at that time, you’re not so sure whether you’re supposed to

- recognise someone because you don’t know who’s who here and so on and find safety
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. ’somewhere else But he was bold to walk up and greet And I thought, I can tbeheve |
- thls 1s it really him. Increduhty

DM You sald that many people arrive at pohtrcs through dlfferent paths but it seems
- like for so many of them, the path has included a stop at Fort Hare. And Joe Matthews

- told me, he said, what if this is all one great historical accident? And that very well might
‘be the case because so many people didn’t have any other choice and that’s why they
- ended up at Fort Hare. But then the fact of the matter is that so many of these people

- were at Fort Hare. So how do you explain that even though people do take dlfferent
routes SO many went through Fort Hare‘7 -

- IM: Well there are lots of others that did not go through the route of Fort Hare, so I
- wouldn’t ascribe it, that it was only the route of Fort Hare. 'But at the time, really those
that were actively involved, and very rc -*-* *~ “-- ~—~~"3_ did come out of Fort Hare.

- But I think the reason that it was Fort I secause of circumstances under
which you lived. You lived in a close « all town, it was a umversrty
‘town, activities of the town had all to d Whereas if you were at Natal -
-~ University, you were disparate groups, . Even those that were at N
“Wentworth as medical students, you w d with the kind of field that you

“were studying, which demanded a grea. oo and your time in very different.
ways. So Fort Hare simply gave an oppoMther universities were not able to

~do. Ifyou were at Wits or ﬁli ent you with the
- “kinds of circumstances that @%Ué ES?Q% Eﬁ some that was part of the

social engineering of the time, to hav¥ ﬁl}ﬂ?dsé’bl tsthere, created the -

- atmosphere. They created that atmosphere. So in that sense, I’m not so sure whether you V

can completely say-it’s accidental, but indeed, many people, certainly of my generation
and the immediate cohort of students that came out of Fort Hare, there’s no way you
could have passed through Fort Hare completely unpoliticised. 1 don’t thmk 1t was

, possrble ‘Politics touched you m many dlfferent ways ' ,

DM I know that time is runmng short 1 Just havea couple of more questlons You
spoke before about Stanley Mabizela and I was told of an incident where after the
“ takeover, he was overheard badmouthing Kaiser Matanizma, who was then on the Fort
- Hare Senate. [IM starts laughmg] He was expelled and it caused a b1g student uproar.
Do you: remember that situation? v v

IM: vWell I don’t remember that, butl do remember, I',wonder' yvhether it was, When did
" Stan get arrested? It must have been the year after I had left. Because Stan did get, you -
. knowhe got mvolved also with those blasts that were at Fort Hare w1th Masondo and

' them '

; DM And Zola Skweyrya L
- .IM Yes, they all were mvolved in that. And Stan had he had a very qulet but

" ~wonderful sense of humor too. And a generosity of spirit also. He was very, very
o ‘generous in his way Whereas you had a person hke Seretse Choab1 who was a.
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~ philosopher, very staid, very how do you-put it, very serious about things. Which was
very different from Stan. Tommy Mabizela was very intense. So each one had a
different characteristic to him. But Stan was also, sometimes almost naive in his politics.
- He was capable of being able to say those things without even thinking who was around
you Almost as you say, put your foot into thmgs Very much like Stan -

DM: So many people who were . at Fort Hare ended up in p011t1cs Does that affect the
runnmg of the country at all today‘7 S N S

CIM: Well I’m not so sure whether it affects the runmng of the country. But one of the
things I think, the influence of people like Tambo, people like Mandela, whose views
“became the dominant views. ‘But also the views of people like Sobukwe shaped one in a

LT special kind of way. But I think there were additional experiences that added onto those.

Because for example, for those that left intn evile earlier than I went into exile, and there

" were a couple of women, Monto Shabz [here were two of her friends
. that also went in exile. -Others then we waziland which is what I also
"~ then did, before becoming active, reall; :s.. The experience of Fort Hare -

~ was really quite a good experience. Y or example there were people -

~ who had become political and then wh , they were unable to stand up -
to, and almost people would say desert : you were always there as

- - somebody and someone that people couldm And then it proved to be that in

exile.. Where when people came out and yq neeietto ople either hidden or
people have to find a place to'stay, ymr fﬂiif' es to say, where is so
and so? She should be able to helg ngdﬁft‘ﬂlﬁﬁ@. 138 $ente aBways there and in a way'
I’ve always been happy that maybe even if I was not that actively involved in Fort Hare

- that the politics did shape me in such a way that when I got into it, I was ready to get into
it, and therefore never looked back. And therefore could make the contribution that I did
~ not in fact find myself in a situation where I had to go against my comrades or my friends

“in the pressures. I always think, gosh, what if this had happened with me, where would I,

how would I feel today, where would I be today? And it’s one thing I don’t have to deal
with but other people have to deal with. *And there were lots of women who as I say
- went out into exile who actually, some cases of course they were going with friends or -
" people that they were ready to marry or somethmg of the sort, but then charted their own
- work and course in exile. And so when you meet, it’s not just your Fort Hare experience, =
~itis both the Fort Hare and all the other experiences over time that seem to shape your

. discussions. - So you are not Just drawn together by the Fort Hare experience. But Fort
“Hare experiences are unique experiences. Whenever you go anywhere, Fort Harians can
- find themselves in a group and dominate everybody because you share experiences that
‘none Fort Harian had experienced. But there was something about Fort Hare that took
things from one generatlon to another generation. I found much younger generation of
- Fort Harians when I was in exile and I was amazed at the things that they thought were
- just theirs.  And you say, but you mean you did that too? So it was quite clear that the
~culture was reproducing 1tse1f even when in dlfferent c1rcumstances it took a whlle I thmk
to sort of dlsappear ~ PRI

: DM I thmk 1t’s st111 there a httle b1t today too
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After graduating from Fort Hare Joe Matthews taught briefly at -

. Newell High School in Port Elizabeth before moving to L

Johannesburg to study law at the University of the Witswatersrand.

In 1952 he abandoned his studies and, as National Secretary of the -

Youth League, returned to the Cape to participate in the Defiance

: Campaign. In September 1953, he was served with banning orders

- and was forced to undertake political work underground. While banned from 1954-56

. he completed his LLB degree by correspondence with the University of London. He

then completed legal articles from 1957-8 in Port Elizabeth. Matthews joined the

South African Communist Party in 1957 and served on its central committee from ,

1962-1970. From December 1956 to late 1958 his legal career was interrupted by the

* Treason Trial, where he and his father were among the 156 defendants. Matthews
- practiced law in Durban until 1960. - Following Sharpeville he was arrested and

imprisoned without trial. He was released and escaped into exile Basutoland (now

- Lesotho), where he became mvolve'1 in Innnl nalitice and worked as a lawyer untd

1965 : :

He moved to London where he sel haba, completed' anMAin

' History with the University of Lonc s an ANC representative.
After 1970 he moved to Botswana ve involvement in the ANC.
‘He became secretary in the office ¢ retse Khama, an ex-Lovedale -

student. He was Assistant Attomey G’vana from 1972 to 1976 and then
opened a private practice, where he worked until 1984 when he returned to the United

 Kingdom. He was expellerbyvie £aimt €ombigye pfftigGegmunist Party in
1976 after he rejeoted the e?gﬂg%:ral(ﬁl Esﬁéisﬁa;%p bts about the ideology in

- an interview given to the Johannesburg Sunday Times the late 1980s he lived in~

Canada and the Netherlands where he wrote articles for journals and engaged in

acadermc work. :

© Matthews retumed to South Aﬁlca in 1991, still an ANC member after ﬂurty years in.
exile, and settled in Durban. He renewed contact with his Fort Hare classmate and
friend of more than 40 years Mangosuthu Buthelezi, and in 1992 was appointed Chief
. Executive Officer of the Inkatha Freedom Party. In the April 1994 general election he -
- was elected to parliament. In May of that year he was named Deputy Mlmster of :
Safety and Secunty, a posmon he held when we met.

GoVan Mbeki taught at various schoo]s including Clarkebury - :
- Institute and Adams College after leavmg Fort Hare in 1937, but was -
eventually dismissed for engagmg in political activity. He then ;
opened a cooperative store in Idutywa. -In 1939 he published his
~ first essays in book form, The Transkei in the Making. In 1940 he
earned a B.Econ: in Social Studies by private study through the
Umversny of South Aftica.” He was editor of Territorial Magazine; later renamed
Inkundla ya Bantu, from 1938 to 1944. Tn 1941 Mbeki became secretary of the
- Transkei African Voters’ Association, and in 1943 he was elected to the Transkei
Bunga‘, represenﬁng IdutyWa. ‘He was also a Director of the Guardian newspaper. ‘In

Y JHP. Serfontein, “T Beheved Why a Black radxcal has Iej ected the path of wolence and opted for N k
peaceful change ? Sunday szes, 18 Apnl 1976. '



" Health and Welfa.re In 1990 Mdlalose became Mrmster of Eduoatron and Culture in -
i KwaZulu ‘ '

“In the early 199OS Mdlalose worked w1th the ANC to try to stop the v101ence between

~ANC and IFP supporters in the Transvaal and Natal. In March 1991, he was relieved

~ of his portfolios to enable him to focus on his position as National Chalrman of
- Inkatha and stopping the violence, In December 1991 Mdlalose headed the IFP

delegation at the Convention for a Democratic South Africa (Codesa). In 1993, he

- served on the 10-person planning committee of the Concerned South Africans’ Group
'(Cosag) and became co-leader of the IFP’s delegation at the constitutional talks at

- Kempton Park, until the IFP withdrew from the meetings because they did not provide

- for the federal system, and because Buthelezi rejected the principle of “sufficient -

" consensus” for adopting an election date in April 1994. After Buthelezi decided that o

- the IFP would participate‘in the elections, Mdlalose stood as the leader of the IFP’s
 list for the KwaZulu Natal Legislati— * mmmekle TmAfay 1994 he waselected -
- Premier of the provrnce When we he South Aﬁ'xcan Ambassador o

e 0 Egypt

Marumo Moeran nephew Hls father M T

§  Moerane is the brc e, Epainette Mbeki. ' After

¢ graduating from Fort ve studied at the University of
Natal, where he was a member of the underground PAC. He went on

to lead dsucrev@I BgEyc- g HB Hcitenihean advocate in

: - Durban and i Pheé‘F tive member of the South
: Afncan Conshtutlonal Court sﬂfﬁ’é WFM&W@W&Q

8 Thenjiwe Mtintso was expelled from Fort Hare following student

§ protestin 1973. She immediately began to travel around the country,

§  meeting with parents to explain the causes of the unrest. Having

joined SASO while at Fort Hare, she moved to King William’s Town

_ and became involved with the Black People’s Convention. She

- worked for a political prisoner support group and helped found the
Zimele Trust Fund, a self-employment program for ex-political prisonersand ~.

~ detainees. In King William’s Town, she also came into regular contact with Steve
Biko, who had a major influence on her pohtrcal growth. In 1975, at the suggestion

- of Biko, Donald Woods hired her as a newspaper reporter for the Dally Dispatch in

- East London. -Mtintso was arrested in 1976 and Tfollowing her release, was restricted

- to Orlando East. She spent most of the next two years in detention, where she was

‘physrcally and psychologlcally tortured :

~In December 1978, thtso leﬁ the country wrth her son, crossing through the

- Transkei and into Lesotho, where she joined the ANC. She became active in the
Lesotho Front under the leadership of Chris Hani, editing pohtlcal publications, ‘

~_ recruiting people, and handling underground polrtrcal structures in the Orange Free

- State and the Cape. She received military training in Angola and East Germany
before returning to Lesotho in 1982, where she worked in the political-military

- structures until 1982. = Afler a year of political training in Cuba, Mtintso again -

- returned to Lesotho, where she worked in the ANC military command until 1985.










































Students forced from campus following unrest display the raised ﬁst that came to prormnence with the emergence of the South Afncan
‘Students’ Orgamzatlon May 1972.









" Remnants of the apartheid system were pMnsiblé for studeni_f protest against
registration restrictions in l%f/nlv A‘I‘S.v[] 1_‘ FO to.ale - Lol o
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