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Figure 2: Binga District Map
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strongly agree | 8 40.0 40.0 100.0

Total 20 100.0 100.0

Source: Field findings, (Tshuma, 2013).

The observation that Ntengwe has been able to help a number of women in Binga
through different PIR activities changing their lives significantly was confirmed by the
widows. As one of them stated: “...Ntengwe has enabled us to fully and confidently

participate in decision making and this alone learls to a change in life of an individual...”

(Respondent Number 1, interviewed i 05/2013). Another widow said:
...Ntengwe has really enhance of women in this district because
unlike the old times we as the red to voice out when the in-laws
asked for property but now it is n to give what, to who and giving

something will be for the sake of living in respect, peace and harmony with my in-
laws; my life has chatgBd\ae 5id3ulOdf N@bgw&ﬂﬁefp. In the Tonga culture
women never had a chancg jge\m'@p DYreite thee sharing of property, they had
to just accept what they have been given if there is and if they did not get
anything either they opted for widow inheritance or go back to their matrimonial
house. Now things have changed ever since Ntengwe introduced property and
inheritance rights to us as women... (Respondent Number 10, interviewed in
Sikalenge on 27/05/2013).

Furthermore, another widow said that:

... the projects have improved our lives because no one is still experiencing
property stripping like the olden days were the in-laws took the property. Those
rules no longer apply, so | would say because of that, the livelihood of widows
have improved as they do not have to start life anew with nothing but now they
can continue looking after the children with the property that the husband had left
behind.... (Respondent Number 20, interviewed in Siachilaba on 11/06/2013).

The above findings indicate that women are satisfied with the PIR projects offered since
they are now able to continue their lives even if the husband dies as the property will

remain with them. Hence the PIR projects are successful and enhancing the livelihoods
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in betw

een, 50% agree and 15% strongly agree that Zubo PIR projects have been

successful in enhancing their livelihoods.

Figure

2: Zubo PIR projects’ enhancement of livelihoods

zubo PIR projects have been successful in enhancing widows livelihoods
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zubo PIR projects have been successful in enhancing
widows livelihoods

Furthermore, Zubo Trust has been -able to help a number of women in Binga through

different activities in relation to PIR. This is evidenced by the results of this study where

one respondent said

...Zubo has really enhanced the livelihoods of women in this district because as a
woman | never thought one day | would be able to run my own family since my
husband died as most times the in-laws would remain the head of the household.
In the Tonga culture women were subordinate to men, men are supposed to be
feared and be treated like a king as they make all decisions in the house..., the
projects have improved our lives because almost every woman now knows their
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Furthermore, this is also in agreement with Randall (2003) who states that patriarchy
and norms elucidate rampart happenings of violence against women in general and

property grabbing of widows in particular.

More so, according to Zubo respondent (number 19), the projects have made a change
in the lives of widows and it has also changed what used to happen in the olden days
where men used to be treated like kings and women not having any say. Respondent
further on said that nowadays women can now stand and fight for their rights. This
response is in agreement with wha man rights theory states that is

working to put right the products of pe 2 traditional norms and powers.

More so, for human rights theory Wmvs for the elimination of patriarchal
norms, traditions and practic@;&i@éq%ﬁyn(ﬁgﬁdﬁfyﬁﬁq‘@ way to comprehend the
goal of affording women the right 16 -propérty irfieritance. This has been made possible
as it confirms with what the respondent say that laws are really helping us and we are
able to claim back our property from the in-laws. Additionally, this goes hand in hand
with the police officer who states that the projects have provided knowledge to widows
on the existing laws of inheritance and they now know who to report to and this has
made. possible the empowerment and respect of women as they decide who to give

what.

6.3 Conclusion
All in all, this chapter has been able to show that the NGOs in the Binga District has
been able to work in line with the policies and laws of Zimbabwe regarding Property and

Inheritances Rights of women and also has been able to empower women at large
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