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RECORDS OF THE CAPE COLONY. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from EARL BATHURST to LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

DOWNING STREET, LONDON, 4th April 1825. 

MY LORD,-Since I had the honor of addressing your 
Excellency on the 26th Ultimo, Mr. Bishop Burnett has 
addressed another representation to my Under Secretary of 
State, of which I annex a copy for your Excellency's infor­
mation. 

It appears from the documents annexed to that represen­
tation that your Excellency had directed Mr. Burnett to be 
prosecuted for a Memorial which he presented to You praying 
for a revision of certain judicial proceedings which had been 
adopted against him under the decision of a Commission of 
Circuit. In this Memorial he took occasion to make the 
grossest charges against the Judicial Authorities of your 
Excellency's Government. I am ready to admit that this was 
not necessary for the furtherance of his application; nor am 
I prepared to deny that the presenting a Memorial to your 
Rxcellency containing defamatory charges against any of the 
Public Authorities may be prosecuted according to the Dutch 
Law. But you must be aware that this is not the case according 
to the English Law, and in administering the Law in your 
Government, more particularly in what relates to the right of 
petitioning, the Dutch Law should be tempered by that of 
this Country. If indeed the Dutch Law &llow the right of 
justification of the libel on these occasions (and from some 
passages in the copy of the trial which has been transmitted 
to this Department by Mr. Burnett I am inclined to imagine 
it does) some of the evil which arises from a proceeding of this 

xn. B 

 

 



2 Rcconls of the Gape Colony. 

nature may be obviated, but I cannot persuade myself that 
under all the circumstances in which this case appears to have 
come before your Excellency, you have made a di creet exer­
cise of your authority, if indeed you have not even exceeded 
it. Before however I come to any final decision on this subject, 
I must request you will state to me (if you have not already 
done so) whether there were any reasons, either in the public 
manner in which such a Memorial was presented to you, or 
the notoriety of the fact, and the impression which that 
notoriety accordingly made on the public mind, which induced 
you to adopt this course of proceeding. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

[ Original. J 

Letter from l\IR. ABRAHA)I BoRRADAILE to R. "\V. 
HORTON, ESQRE. 

25 ROOD LANE, 4tli April 1825. 

Srn,-After the trouble you were good enough to take on 
behalf of the Cape of Good Hope Trade with respect to the 
Wine duties Bill, it is with reluctance I again intrude upon 
you, but as a Bill for Establishing a Banking Company at 
the Cape of Good Hope is now silently on its way through 
Parliament, which will rest in the hands of the parties (few of 
whom are interested in the welfare of the Colony) A. power 
which may possibly be used by them to the great prejudice of 
all interested in its Trade as well as prove very troublesome 
to Hif.' Majesty's Government in any steps they may he disposed 
to take with respect to the Currency of that Colony, I shall he 
much obliged by your allowing me a few minutes Conversation 
to point out the view which is taken of this .Measure by the 
whole of the Cape of Good Hope Trade with Hcarccly one 
exception. I am &c. 

(Signed) ABRAH.\.~I BoRRAJHILE, 

Chairman of the Cape of Good Hope Trade Committee. 
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[Copy.] 

Extract from The Times of 5th April 1825. 

The case of ~Ir. Burnett, a colonist of some consequence at 
the Cape of Good Hope, has been frequently before the public. 
That gentleman has now arrived in England, under a sentence 
of five years' banishment from that Colony, and is endeavouring 
to obtain such redress from Ministers as the harsh treatment 
to which he has been subjected may appear to call for. Under 
these circumstances, it may be useful to the general adminis­
tration of our Colonies, as well as to the individual principally 
concerned, to restate the offence with which this gentleman is 
charged. 

Having a suit in the Court of Justice, involving property to 
the amount of 60,000 dollan;, in which Mr. Burnett was 
plaintiff, and one Robert Hart (manager of an estate belonging 
to the Governor, called Somerset farm) defendant, some occur­
rences took place which led him to impugn the grounds on 
which certain decisions of that Court were made. Mr. Burnett, 
therefore, addressed a memorial to the Governor, in which he 
charged two of the members of this Court with a violation of 
justice in their capacity of Commissioners of Circuit. Mr. 
Burnett gave no publicity whatever to this memorial, nor was 
he charged on his trial with having done so; but merely 
forwarded it to the Governor with the view of obtaining redress 
in the only quarter where he could with propriety look for it. 
Re was, however, found guilty, and subjected to the severe 
sentence before mentioned. If this case is trulv stated, and 
We have every reason to believe so, it carries its ~wn comment 
With it, and may be safely left to make its own impression on 
every unprejudiced mind. 

[ Original. J 
Letter from 11R. AmuHA,1 BoRRADAILE to R. \V. 

HoRTON, EsQRE. 
Co~DH'ITEE Roo,1, Rooo LA:--E, 8171 April 1825. 

S1u, • Since I had the honor of seeing you on the 7th Inst., 
Mr. 1~bden has made some communications to the Committee 

B 2 

 

 



4 Records of the Cape Colony. 

of the Cape Trade respecting the proposed Banking Company 
at the Cape of Good Hope which have altered the view they 
took of the subject when I had the honor of addressing.you on 
the 4th Instant, and I have now the pleasure to enclose you a 
Copy of the R~solutions passed at the Committee, which will 
render it unnecessary for me to trouble you further on this 
Matter, unless at your own Desire, in which case I would wait 
upon you at any time you thought proper. I am &c. 

(Signed) ABRAHAM BoRRADAILE, 
Chairman of the Cape of Good Hope Trade Committee. 

[Enclosure in the above.] 

Resolved : That the Establishment of a Bank at the Cape 
of Good Hope without any exclusive priviledge, on the Basis 
of a Metallic Currency, is a Measure well calculated to advance 
the commercial and agricultural Interests of the Colony, and 
as such, is deserving of the Support of all persons connected 
with that Colony. 

Resolved: That the Explanation made by Mr. Ebden 
regarding the Establishment of a Bank at the Cape of Good 
Hope is satisfactory to the Committee, and if no essential 
alteration is made in the proposed Bill now passing through 
Parliament the Committee will give the measure their Support. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from R. W. HORTON, ESQRE., to MR. BISHOP BURNETT. 

DOWNING STREET, 9tl• April 1825. 

Srn,-I have laid before Earl Bathurst your communication 
of the 28th ultimo. 

It has always been his Lordship's rule not to decide on ex parte 
statements, and there is certainly nothing in the temper of 
your communications to induce him to pursue a different line 
of conduct in this instance. 

So far as relatPs to your recent trial, you are aware that the 
Papers enclosed in your last letter are neither so complete nor 
so authentic as to justify his Lordship in viewing them as an 

 

 



Records of the Cape Colo,iy. 5 

accurate copy of the whole of the proceedings, without which 
his Lordship could not appreciate the merits of the case. 

With respect to your complaints generally, you have admitted 
as already observed, that they have been brought under the 
investigation of the Commissioners of Enquiry. 

Under these circumstances Lord Bathurst would of course 
have suspended his opinion on the merits of your case and the 
justice of your claims until he had heard from the Commis­
sioners, even if the manner in which you have pressed for an 
immediate decision before the report arrives did not make it 
peculiarly advisable to wait for it. I am &c. 

(Signed) R. W. HORTON. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from EARL BATHURST to LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

DOWNING STREET, LONDON, 10 April 1825. 

MY LORD,-With reference to the instruction which I have 
already had the honor of conveying to your Excellency on the 
6th of March respecting the introduction of the British System 
of Currency into the Settlements of the Cape of Good Hope; 
I now enclose for the information and guidance of your Excel­
lency in Council a Copy of an Order of His Majesty in Council 
Which has been issued for the purpose of giving Currency to 
British Silver and Copper Money throughout the British 
Colonial Possessions, and of fixing its value in payments 
which may now be made in Rix Dollars under the Laws and 
Usages of the Cape of Good Hope. 

I likewise transmit herewith for your Excellency's informa­
tion a Copy of a Circular instruction which ·~he Lords Commis­
sioners of His Majesty's Treasury have directed to be addressed 
to the Officers in charge of the duties of the Commissariat 
Department in the several Colonies explaining the arrange-· 
ments under which the views of His Majesty's Government are 
to be carried into effect; and I have to desire that your Excel­
lency will promulgate and give the fullest publicity to these 
documents. 1 have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 
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[Office Copy.] 

Letter from EARL BATHURST to LORD CHARLES Sm,IERSET. 

DowNING STREET, LONDON, lltli April 1825. 

l\1Y LoRD,-I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your Excellency's dispatch of the 11th of October last, marked 
confidential, enclosing copies of a correspondence which had 
passed between you and the Reverend Dr. Philip upon the 
subject of his application to obtain repossession of the Printing 
Presses belonging to the London Missionary Society which he 
had placed at the disposal of the Printer Greig, for the purpose 
of enabling this person to publish a journal. 

Your Excellency likewise encloses printed copies of a corre­
spondence which had taken place in the Colony in consequence 
of certain charges which Dr. Philip had publicly preferred 
against the Magistracy of Albany, and which were deemed 
calumnious. 

Impressed as I was by a perusal of these document with the 
marked impropriety of Dr. Philip's conduct, I was about to 
address a strong representation upon the subject to the 
Missionary Society, when my attention was accidentally 
called to the observationR which have been published by Dr. 
Philip, in reply to the printed correspondence. 

The date of this publication shows that it must have been 
circulated in the Colony some time before the conclusion of the 
preceding year. Your Excellency has, however, addressed to 
me several dispatches since that period, which make no 
mention of Dr. Philip's publication, and it cannot have escaped 
your notice that in your dispatch of the 11th of October of last 
year, you had specifically requested that I would bring that 
Individual's conduct under the notice of his employen;. 

By withholding from my knowledge the factl:l, if they be tru(•, 
which appear to have been elicited in corroboration of Dr. 
Philip's charges against the Landdrost of Albany, your Excel­
lency has omitted to supply me with information with which 
it was extremely important that I should have been made 
acquainted at the earliest period, and the ab ence of which 
might have induced me to make a decision which I might havl' 
been under the necessity of subsequently revoking; and if it 
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be true, which I de ire to know, that since the publication of 
Dr. Philip's pamphlet the Landdrost of Albany has tendered 
the resignation of his office, your Excellency must be well 
aware that however objectionable the mode of proceeding may 
be which Dr. Philip has thought proper to pursue, yet that the 
charges which he has preferred against Mr. Rivers would no 
longer justify his removal from the Colony as being altogether 
false and unfounded. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from EARL BATHURST to LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

DOWNIXG STREET, LONDON, 12tl~ April 1825. 

1\1y LoRD,-I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt ot 
: our Excellency's dispatches of the numbers and dates noted 
in the margin. 

The reports which you have trans-
No. 118-9 October 

., 122-26 , 

., 131-27 N~~ember :: 

1824 mitted respecting the state of the 
Government House, have satisfied me 
as to the necessity of undertaking a 
thorough repair of that Building, and I 

am, therefore, prepared to anction the arrangemimts under 
~hich your Excellency proposes to effect this service progres­
s~vely; but I have to express my de ire that you will under no 
circumstances allow the estimated expenditure of these repairs 
to be exceeded without the previous sanction of His Majesty's 
Government . 

. With respect to the }le ·s Room which your Excellency has 
directed to be built at Graham's Town for the accommodation 
of the Officen; of the Cape Corps, I have to observe that 
although th Papers transmitted by your Excellency may 
prove the n cessity of rebuilding the Mess Room, yet that you 
have assigned no satisfactory reason for having withheld a 
communication of your intention until the tender· had been 
received, the contract entered into, and the building actually 
commenced, although it appears that you must have decided 
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upon this measure before the 18th of May 1824 when you 
directed your Military Secretary to notify to the Officers of 
Engineers to receive tenders for building the Mess room, and I 
must remind your Excellency that you have since that date 
written several dispatches without communicating to me such 
decision. 

Your Excellency cannot but be aware that in so acting 
you have transgressed the positive instructions of the Lords 
Commissioners of the Treasury; and that unless this expen­
diture is authorised, the Commissioners for auditing Colonial 
Accounts will be compelled to consider you personally respon­
sible for it. As I have, however, every reason to believe that 
it is an expenditure required for the Service of the Colony, 
and as under this conviction I should have assented to it, if 
it had been duly brought under my consideration, I shall not 
withhold my consent, but I must beg that you will be more 
on your guard in future. 

I am not at present prepared to convey to you any instruc­
tions respecting the erection of Barracks for the Officers of 
the Cape Corps, and you will, therefore, refrain from adopting 
any measures upon this subject until further orders. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

 

 



[Copy.] 

Abstract Statement of Losses and Damages reported to liave been sustain(?.(/ by tlie Inhabitants of t/1 
respective Districts, and of the Puhlic Buildings injwwl by tlte Storms in July 1822, together with 
a Statement of the Amount of Relief aflorded. 

I 
I No. of Inhabi· 

I 
No. of Public I No. of Amount advanced Amounts ad-

Dbtricts. 
I 

Town or Yil!age. , taut, who sus- Buildings Loss of Stock. Inhabitant~ in Loan, to vanced for 
taincd Damage. injured. rrliewd. Individuals. Public Buildings. 

Cape • 1 Cape Town . 65 3 

I = I 

- - -
Simon's Town 4 - 4 Rds.6,000 
9 Field C-0rnetdes . 110 3 l Cattl-;;-75 ) : 

27 Rds.30,000 -
Stellenbosch Stellenbosch Village 89 5 

Somerset Village 16 3 Horses 11 
Paarl Village 67 2 Sheep 325 90 I Rds.56,500 Rds.3,500 

, 17 Field Cornetcics 340 - Goats 20 
Worcester . ' Tulbagh Village No Returns Drostdy - - - -

furnished Buildings 
Worcester Village · I Do. - - - - -
Field Cornetcies Do. - - - - Rds.100,000 

Swellendam - Do. - - - Rds.2693 lsk. -
offered but 

~ not advanced 
George. - Do. - - - - -
Albany - Do, - - Unknown Rds.36,450 -
Graaff Reinet - Do. - - 2 

I 
Rds.7,000 -

The above Statement is made out from the Returns and Documents furnished to the 
Commissioners of Inquiry. 

CAPE TOWN, ,12th April 1825. 
(Signed) JoHN GREGORY, Secretary. 

~ 
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[Office Copy.] 

Letter from EARL BATHURST to LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

DOWNING STREET, LONDON, 13th April 1825, 

MY LORD,-I have the honor to transmit to your Excellency 
herewith enclosed a copy of a note which has been addressed 
to His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs by the Bavarian Charge d'Affaires at this Court re­
questing to be favoured with some particulars of information 
respecting two brothers Gabriel and John Henry Exter, 
respecting whom no intelligence has been received by their 
friends in Europe since the year 1790; and I have to request 
that your Excellency will be good enough to direct that 
enquiries be instituted respecting those Indi,iduals, and that 
you "\\'ill report to me what may have been their fate. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from R. W. HORTON, EsQRE., to the COM:c\USSIONERS 
OF ENQUIRY. 

DOWNING STREET, LONDON, 13t/1 April 1825. 

GENTLEMEN,-! am directed by Earl Bathurst to transmit 
to you enclosed a statement which has been delivered to his' 
Lordship of the price of various descriptions of labour at the 
Cape of Good Hope in the year 1824; and I am to request 
that you will favor me for his Lordship's information with any 
observations which you may feel desirous of offering on the 
accuracy of the points which form the subject of that state­
ment. I have &c. 

(Signed) R. W. HORTON. 
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[Copy.] 

Letter from the Landdrost of SweUendam to the 
Commissioners of Enquiry. 

SWELLENDAM, 13tl1 April 1825. 

GENTLE:'.\IEN,-1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt 
of your letter of the 5th instant, and to transmit the statement 
therein required of the taxes levied in this district, at the 
opgaaf of the present year, and of the mode in which the 
assessment of the extraordinary taxes has been proportioned 
to the property of each inhabitant. 

The opgaaf is now under collection, and when it shall be 
closed, I shall have the honour to transmit to you an account 
of the amounts received for extraordinary taxes. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) HARRY RIVERS. 

Statement of Taxes levied at the O pgaaf of the Year 1825, in the 
District of Swellendam. 

ORDINARY TAXES: 
Rds. sk. s!. 

Read Money: for a man above 16 years of age . 2 4 -
a married woman . 2 4 -
a woman above 20 years of age 2 4 -

Tax: on Cattle : saddle or draught horses, each - - 4 
breeding horses and black cattle - 2 
25 sheep, goats or pigs . - 1 -

Tax: on Produce : each muid of wheat, barley, oats or rye - 2 
each leaguer of wine - 2 4 

Ditto brandy . . . . - 6 -
The above arc levied according to the proclamation of the 1st 

April 1814. 

EXTRAORDINARY TAXES: 

Commando Tax : the amount of which ha.a been fixed by letter 
from the colonial secretary, dated 15th February 1817, at 
per annum . . . . . . . . . 

Contribution for waggons, horses, &c. required for the public 
service, which has amount.cd in the year 1824 (per 
estimate) to 

Church Money . . . . . 
Rewards for tho destruction of noxious animals, which have 

amounted for tho year 1 24 (per estimate) to . 

7,000 - -

4,452 3 5 

2,203 - -
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The Commando Tax has been levied under the proclamation 
of the 1st April 1814. 

The Contribution for waggons, horses, &c. has been levied 
under the proclamations of the 1st April 1814 and 14th 
February 1817. 

The Church Money has been levied under the proclamation 
of the 1st April 1814. 

The Rewards for the destruction of noxious Animals have 
been levied under the proclamation of the 21st March 1822. 

The Extraordinary Taxes, with the exception of the church 
money, are assessed upon a value, fixed in the year 1813, of 
the property in lands, slaves, cattle, produce and waggons of 
the inhabitants, which mode of assessment was sanctioned by 
letter from the colonial secretary, dated 9th July 1813. 

The rate of assessment on persons whose property (according 
to such valuation) amounts to Rds. 2,000, is, 

For Gommando Tax 1 rix dollar per thousand. 
Gontribution for waggons, horses, &c. 1 ditto ditto 
Rewards for destruction of noxious animals. ½ ditto . . ditto 

The rate of assessment on persons whose property does not 
amount to Rds. 2,000, is, for each person, 

Contribution RewarcI_s for 
Commando the Destruction - Tax. 

I 
for Waggorui, of Noxious Horses, &c. Animals. 

Rd1. 1k. st. 111<ll. 1k. ,t. Rdl. 1k. ,t. 
If under Rds.2,000 and more than 

1,000 2 - - 1 - - - 2 -
If under Rd.~.1,000 1 - - - 4 - I- 2 -

The amount of valuation fixed in 1813 of the property, is 
not more than one half of the present real value thereof, and 
the debts thereon are deducted from the amount upon which 
the tax is levied. 

The rate levied for Church Money is, 

For each place 
Erf 

Rd.s. lk. ,t. 
per annum 4 2 4 

ditto 2 1 2 
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Detailed Statement of the Principles upon which the Extraordinary 
Taxes in the Swellendam District are assessed to each Indi­
vidual, and of the Rate of Assessment as prevailed in said 
District at the appointment of the present Landdrost, and 
still continues. 

When the levying of Extraordinary Taxes was introduced, 
the late Landdrost, Mr. Buissinne, fixed upon the mode still 
in practice; shortly afterwards, Mr. P. L. Cloete lodged a 
complaint respecting the same with the then Governor, Sir 
John Cradock, against said late Landdrost, when the Governor's 
decision was given in favour of that mode of levying, and Mr. 
Buissinne's proceedings on that head were approved of, as will 
appear by the annexures. 

The Extraordinary Taxes consist of,-

PERMANENT: 

So long as the exigencies for which they are raised continue 
to exist : 

Commando Tax ; 
Contribution for waggons, horses, &c. required for 

the public service ; 
Maintenance of the Lepers ; 
Rewards for the destruction of noxious Animals. 

N. B.-Those items are levied per mille, from the valuation 
of the property, as stated hereunder; and the rate of assess­
ment is proportioned according to an estimate of the amount 
to be defrayed, the overplus of which, if there be any, is 
carried to the next year's credit of that item. 

TEMPORARY: 

Church Money for each place 
Ditto erf . 

. Rds. 4 2 4 
2 1 2 

The last two items are levied conformable to the 18th article 
of the proclamation of the 1st April 1814. 
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INCIDENTAL : 

If any is requisite for defraying such expenses as the district 
fund is not adequate to meet, the sanction of government is, 
on the suggestion of the Board of Landdrost and Heemraden, 
previously obtained, according to the 4th article of the pro­
clamation dated 1st April 1814. 

The valuation of the possessions of the inhabitants was, in 
order to levy said extraordinary taxes, (which is done per 
mille,) fixed by Mr. Buissinne, as follows:-

A place fit for the cultivation of grain, vines, as also 
for pasturage, &c.' . . Rds. 

A place only adapted for pasturage and the cultivation 
of grain 

A grazing farm 
An erf situated in the town 
A saddle horse 
A breeding horse 
An OX 

A cow 
A wether 
A breeding sheep 
A goat 
A muid of wheat 

Ditto barley and oats 
A waggon 
A cart 
A slave above 16 years of age 

Ditto under ditto 
A leaguer of wine . 

Ditto brandy 

3,000 

2,000 
1,000 
1,000 

50 
25 
20 
10 
2 - -
l½ - -
1 - -
5 
2 

200 - -
100 

1,000 
500 

60 
120 

Adopted since the Administration of the late Landdrost, 
Mr. Buissinne :-

Those persons whose possessions, according to the foregoing 
valuation, do not amount to Rds. 2,000, are assessed by the 
Board of Landdrost and Heemraden at a rate, varying annually 
according to the amount of the extraordinary expenses ; and 
this assessment to each individual for this year was ; viz. 

For Gommando Tax Eds. 3 
- Transport 2 4 -
- Leper Money 2 4 -
- Destruction of noxious Animals - G -
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• Those not possessing Rds. 1,000 (chiefly composed of 
mechanics, unmarried males above 16, and females unmarried 
a hove 20 years of age) : 

For Commando Tax 
- Transport 
- Leper Money 
- Destruction of noxious Animals 

. Rds. 2 4 -
. 1 4 
. 1 

- 4 -

The mode of assessing these two last classes has been intro­
duced in conformity with the 22nd article, connected with.the 
10th article, of the proclamation dated 1st April 1814. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from R. \V1L:\IOT HORTON, EsQRE., to the REVEREND 

\VM. GEARY. 

DOWNING STREET, 14th April 1825. 

Sm,-I have not failed to lay before Earl Bathurst the 
several representations which you have addressed to me in 
explanation of your conduct on various occasions which 
appears to have been the subject of much correspondence 
between the Civil Authorities of the Cape and you previously 
to your removal from the Colony. 

Without now entering into any detailed consideration of the 
causes which led you to pursue a line of conduct, the immediate 
effect of which was to impair in a very marked degree the 
respect due to your professional character, Lord Bathurst is of 
opinion that your return to the Cape would !lOt be productive 
of advantage either to yourself or to the Colony ; but if you 
shall be able to produce testimonials in your favor from any 
dignitary of the Church, his Lordship will be prepared to place 
You in some other Clerical Situation in which he trusts that 
You may conduct yourself with more discretion. 

With respect to the expenditure you state to have laid out 
on your residence at Graham's Town, under the impression 
~hat you were to remain there, your application will be taken 
into consideration. I am &c. 

(Signed) R. W. HORTON. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from the REVEREND Wl\-1. GEARY to R. WILl\IOT 

HORTON, ESQRE. 

26 KING STREET, WESTMINSTER, 14th April 1825. 

Srn,-I have the Honor to acknowledge the Receipt of your­
Letter of this date, and request you will do me the favor to 
express to Earl Bathurst the grateful sense I entertain of His 
Lordship's kindness, in being willing, on my producing testi­
monials in my favor, from any Dignitary of the Church, to 
place me in another Clerical situation. With every hope of 
being soon enabled to comply with His Lordship's conditions, 

I have &c. 

(Signed) WM. GEARY. 

[Original.] 

Letter from MR. BISHOP BURNETT to R. WILMOT HORTON, EsQRE. 

6 DUKE STREET, WESTMINSTER, 14 April 1825. 

Srn,-In acknowledging the receipt of your letter dated the 
9th Inst., I beg to supply what, in all probability, may have 
proved a serious omission in laying a Copy of my Trial before 
you. 

In the Dutch Copy, which I returned to the Secretary of the 
Court of Justice for translation conformably to its order upon 
my application to this effect, will be found all the proceedings 
in the English language which may appear deficient in the 
translation. To avoid repeating these, the translator merely 
headed them, and referred to the contents of the Dutch Copy, 
so that every document connected with the Trial will be found 
amongst the papers deposited in Downing Street. I can assert 
most positively that however badly transcribed and unofficial 
in their appearance, the papers before you contain an entire 
report of the trial without the deficiency of a single document. 
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l must Sir he pl'rmitted to protC\ -t agni11,-t i111putation,- I do 
t~ot n1r-rit, "hilst 1ny :.ilencl' 1night be cun ... trut'd into an admi,.;­
::iic,n of th1•ir truth. You ·tatc that "j nm awllt'e thnt the 
papers enclo:..l.'d in n1y la t ll'ttcr are n,•it her :.n co111plcte, nor 
80 uuthcnt.it', a,- to ju,-tify hi,- Lord;;lrip &c. &,,." So fur £ron1 
ha_vi11g ad111itt~d, t'\ en hy implication, 1nuch le,., 4ated, any­
thing of tlw kind, I am prC'parcd to 1nak<• oath that thc•y ar(l 
hoth cotnplele anti authentic: and as contriuutory to his 
Lord,!1ip'::. ju t approciation of th,• merit of tho Trinl a;. any 
that can he ohtairn.-<1 by your clcpurtmCJnt. from the Cape. I t 
,voul<l be the &>\ e1·c..::.t, cc,nsure iruaginahlc upon the Court of 
:Justice: to d111rge it \\;l11 gi\'ing a person in Ill)' ,:ituation an 
tn<•<irnpl<"te or unnulhentic l'opy of a T rial it i-. bound hy oath 
to supply , crbatin1 fron1 t Ill' original. 

Your allu ion to my •• n1ure roc,,nt Trial·· I do not in any 
way con1prl'lwnd, 11~ I lu1 vo nev,•r heen trit.>d hut onco. I f it 
refers to rnv dvil aPtion, \\ ith ~lr. Hart, they arc dbtinct frc.Hn 
the q11t•,-tio~1 ultogc•thcr, a111I havo no n1orL1 t~ do with thl' 1'1ial 
I han nny l1tlwr t rnn~nclio11 of n1y lifl'. I do not found my 
application for rc.<ll'o .... , in thb particular, upon the tnerits of 
rn} chargl':-1 ngain,-t the J ndgl':,., Lord Charle,; :-.ou1erBct would 
not so mudi a-- inv,.stig:ut(' them. but a .. u1uNI at once that 
tl11•y were slnndorous and unju,-tifialile. It j,. from tho ille­
gality of 1ny trial, l•vcn upon hi~ Lord,.Jdp',i a:-,mmption, that 
I found 1ny prcten,-ions for redress ! nllhu' I arn hilly prepared 
t,o )'l'OVl' the truth of n1y nccrnm.tion:; agnin,,,t t he-..e ,Tudge~ in 
t•vc•ry parlioular dclnilecl in the ,:\)crnorinl. 

1 la111ent to soc hi,, Lord,-hip "o unf1n·our11hly irnpre,;;cd 
with an opinion thnt ,ny co111mnnil•ations nre inte1upl'ratc. and 
hasty; nJtho' 1 a,n not n,,aro of auy c•ircun1stnnres thRt, can 
!u-.tif)· it. Jn stating a unh·crsnl opiniou in my la,t letter 1 
1ntc11d,•d nothing di.::.rc,-pectfnl to hi!,: IJ<-.rd,,J!.ip; 1Jll the ron­
trary, [ ,vas intlu1•n1·1·d hy n prin<'iplt• of c•a11rlour in rli!!closiug 
a sentiment so injuriou, t11 hi, adminii;tratiou, \\ hich, in other 
t·ns(•i'.I n:, wdl as n1ine, n1ight ha-v,• lll'en funneled in thl' s11ppo,-cd 
s11pj1rc~si1111 of comphtints to hi ... l>c-part1ncnH. 

Tho i11,i11uation "it b \\ hich your lct.tPr conrlnde-. ) ou 1nu t 
pc·n11it lllll tu say I do not in 1111y dl'gn•e me, it. Jf a delay, 
howp,•,.r proir,icl~l, of thl! in, ,~tig,1tion of my gric,·m1ce,1 \\"ll'­
lt11nttcrn.lcd \\ith inc.rca.:cd inju lice, 1 hould ho tho ln,t to 

XXI. (.l 
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exclaim against it, but the contrary is here manifest, for I am 
not only prevented returning to the conduct of the cause8 
wherein I am appellant, and kept separated from my nearest 
connections, but I am also plunged into heavy supernumerary 
expences, with resources utterly inadequate; and in a state of 
health so entirely shattered as to leave it doubtful whether his 
Lordship's justice will prove of any avail if my departure is 
much longer delayed to a milder climate. I am persuaded I 
should have been spared this insinuation had Earl Bathurst 
been acquainted with the humble extent of my claims upon 
His Majesty's Government-all the redress I seek, for the 
persecution, the injustice, and the heavy losses I have sustained, 
is the remission of the sentence of banishment, that I may be 
permitted to touch at the Cape of Good Hope in the course of a 
pursuit intimately connected with the advancement of nautical 
science, and that it would encourage my pursuit with its 
patronage. 

This is all I have to ask, and it surely cannot be objected to 
me that I evince any vindictiveness of feeling, or any disposi­
tion to oppose the measures of your department, if, in failing 
to obtain from it so moderate a compliance, I seek a sterner 
retribution in the justice of my country upon the guilty head 
of the man who has so remorselessly endeavoured to crush me. 

I therefore ask nothing in anticipation of either favorable or 
unfavorable results, but simply justice in such of the premises 
as furnish Earl Bathurst with conclusive materials to judge 
upon ; and these he certainly has in the copy of my trial, for 
he can receive none other from the Cape one tittle at variance 
with the one before him, without a palpable commii-;sion of 
forgery or wppression. To this assertion I am prepared to be 
sworn. 

As I have occasion for the Copy of the Trial, I beg to enquire 
when I may be permitted to send for it. I am &c. 

(Signed) B. BURNETT. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from 1',IR. THO:\IAS ·WILLSON to EARL BATHURST. 

STOCKWELL, 14 April 1825, 

::\fy LORD,-! should be diffident of addressing your Lordship 
again but for your favorable intimation of the 6th Instant, 
for which I must beg to express my grateful acknowledgments. 

The additional arguments that I would adduce in elucidation 
o{ my claim upon His Majesty's Government, as required hy 
your Lordship, I will chiefly confine to extracts, which cannot 
fail to impress an unprejudiced mind of the legitimacy and 
pure origin of my right, after this, I flatter myself that your 
Lordship will not allow any sinister insinuation to have the 
~ffect of disqualifying my Identity. 

A Letter from your Lordship's department dated "23 
August 18lfl" states "The printed memorandum of the con­
ditions upon which His Majesty's Government have agreed to 
grant Lands in that Colony (the Cape) to such individuals as 
may receive permission to proceed thither as settlers, distinctly 
.states that the grants will be ma.de to the persons under whose 
direction the settlers proceed." 

Another Letter addressed to me, dated 30 September 1819, 
~tates, " I am directed by Earl Bathurst to acquaint you that 
he has had under consideration your letter of the 20th Inst., 
and he accepts the proposal which you have made to take a 
party of one hundred able bodied Settlers with their families 
to the Cape of Good Hope, where a Grant of Land will accord­
ingly be assigned to you on your arrival, in conformity with 
the regulations laid down by His Majesty's Government." 

In consequence of this, and flushed with the advantages 
held forth in the Government circular, I fortl1 with printed my 
<;ircular, dated "October 1819" (herewith enclosed), which 
was uniformly handed to every applicant desirous of accom­
!>anying me to the Cape: my motive for this was obviously 
Intended to establish my prior, and superior right, as Head of 
the party ; that my followers might clearly understand, they 
were to receive sub-grants from me personally: other written 
agreements were the consequence of this (my circular), all of 
Which recognize my superior right, and covenant that I shall 

C 2 
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make sub-grants &c., it being mutually understood that my 
authority as Head of the party should cease on our arrival; 
but in case of the Settlers removing from my location their 
sub-grants should become forfeit to me. 

In your Lordship's Letter of 9 November 1819 I am informed 
that "Mr. Hill of the CommiRsariat Department, Treasury, 
has reported that you have paid into his hands the sum of 
£1177 10s. 0d. the amount of your deposit money. I therefore 
transmit to you by Earl Bathurst's direction, a Letter to the 
Governor of the Cape of Good Hope, which will ensvre to you 
a grant of Land in conformity with the regulations." 

The next Letter dated" 7 January 1820" assures me "with 
respect to your enquiry as to the mode of drawing the amount 
of Deposit at the Cape, I am desired by Earl Bathurst to 
acquaint you that the Governor has been instructed to vay 
you the Deposit according to the terms laid down in the circular, 
(without Interest) and at the average rate of exchange." 

With these stipulations, and fully confiding in the good faith 
of His Majesty's Government, especially in the high honor 
which irradiates the name of your Lordship in the remote ·t 
parts of the globe, elated with the promises contained in your 
circular, I resolutely withstood all parental entreaty and 
command, broke the bonds of filial endearment and duty. 
rushed from the arms of kindred and acquaintance at home, 
and friends pathetically entreating me to abandon the rash 
enterprise as visionary and delusive ; I felt that my honor 
was pledged, and therefore promptly assembled my followers, 
took my wife and children on board the ship La belfr Alliance, 
gave up all my hopes and expectations in England, and 
embarked in 'the interesting, but dangerous and the most frail 
and revolting service abroad, that a Britbh , 'ubjec;t could 
expose himself to. 

On my arrival at the Capp I was informed that I should 
doubtless receive back the before named Deposit money, and 
have my Grant of Land, &c., &c., in Hhort, that all and en•ry 
stipulation made ·with me on the part of thP Crown, before I 
embarked in England, should and would be faithfully dis­
eharged by the Colonial Government, as :-;oon aftl·r landin" Ill\-" 

0 , 

follower:,; as possible : your Lordship is already but too ,, ell 
inform<'d of what took place at Algoa Bay : it is therefor • 
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unnecessary, as well as too painful to recapitulate those 
occurrences ; I therefore can only suppose it requisite, further 
to inform your Lordship of the manner in which I located my 
followers in the District of Albany. 

The enlightened and humane Landdrost (Colonel Cuyler, in 
every way worthy of high Authority) afforded me the utmost 
facility that wisdom and benevolence could suggest, and in 
truth all the Authorities, (excepting a single and vulgar 
instance) did everything possible to promote the welfare, 
harmony, and personal Interests of His :Majesty's subjects, in 
the remote rrgions I was about to possess. 

Having preceded my party to ascertain the most permanent 
rivulets, and to plan the distribution of the party on the 
Lands, I conducted the Settler::; forward in 3 divisions, pianting 
them on the banks of a Stream (good water) as per encioRed 
sketch, leaving with them Commissariat supplies for one 
month's sub~istence in the care of the Clergyman, whom I 
placed in the Center, classing about him the most re pcctable 
persons whom I noticed during our voyage, and I divided the 
most refractory by placing them at the extremes of each ,ving. 
This done, I next proceeded to Bathurst about 7 miles distant, 
there I made every requisite arrangement with the local 
.:\lagistrate for the supply of Seeds, live stock, &c., &c., 
and after returning to the Settlers with fresh supplies of 
provision, finally digesting my plan of Settlement, and 
lastly arranging with the Clergyman the mode by which 
every Settler, by name and number, should identify by 
admeasurement his own separate allotment, and putting into 
Mr. Boardman's hand a copy of my plan for that purpose, 
together with the mode of drawing future supplies and dis­
tributing these to the Hettlers agreeable to the Instructions 
received from the Colonial Government, a copy of which I also 
enclose, l left the party cheerfully commencing their labours 
upon their new acquired farms, deeming it most prudent to 
return to Algoa Bay for a while, that the distribution of the 
Lands which I had made might be final and conclusive ; a 
mode which I had found greatly advantageous in assirrning 
the berths on board the ~hip, as prev('nting discussion and 
dispute. At length, on my return to Algoa Bay, being ex­
c:eedingly ill after such excessive exertion, I deemed it prudent 
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to take a formal leave of the party by addressing the Clergyman 
to that effect; a copy of which I enclose for your Lordship. 

It was however my intention after this to have conducted my 
family also within a mile of the party, as before located, and 
where I had left my Indentured Servants upon a well selected 
spot, with a view of erecting a House and a small Millwork for 
the Settlement ; this I found to be impracticable, for two 
reasons: first, because my Servants had decamped, and stole 
away my goods, tents, &c., and had hired themselves to other 
Masters ; and secondly, what is still more remarkable, the 
malignant Commandant at the Bay (to the astonishment of 
everybody) desired that the moiety of the Implements belonging 
to me, which I had requested might remain in Store, and which 
I designed for my own separate and immediate use in building, 
Captain Evatt outrageously desired that these should be 
wholly withheld from me, and be scratched out of the 3 Bills of 
Sale and receipts which I had signed several weeks before, for 
Public vouchers ! and he compelled me to sign 3 other clean 
Receipts in lieu of them; although I should have been most 
happy to have paid for them, provided I had received the 2nd 
and 3rd Instalment: thus he rendered my project of building 
perfectly abortive. Was this business like, My Lord? or just, 
or rather, what could be more oppressive ? particularly after 
he had witnessed the manner too in which I had been plundered 
of similar articles to a considerable amount a short time before. 

This, and such like violations as I have recited in former 
Letters to your Lordship, encreased the bitterness of my 
family in the highest degree, and my afflicted wife, ill as she 
was, (in the agony of despair) addressed a Letter to the 
Governor, to ascertain by what means I had merited such 
extraordinary ill treatment, or if by coming to the Cape I had 
compromised my freedom in any respect ? Nothing could be 
more ingenuous than His Excellency's Reply dated 5th Sep­
tember 1820, from which I make extract as follows, "Mr. 
Willson is entirely free and master of his own actions and line 
of conduct; and if he finds that this Colony is not suited to 
his views and wishes, he has the power within himself to with­
draw from it. Sir R. Donkin wishes very sincerely that Mr. 
Willson's expectations may be realized, and that he will not 
find it advisable or necessary to return to Europe, after havinc, 
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made so long a voyage ; and he begs leave to assure Mr. 
Willson that it will afford him very great gratification to seo 
Mr. Willson and all his family as prosperous as they them­
Relves wish to be." 

In consequence of His Excellency's kind answer, I removed 
my family to Cape Town, and ultimately on being informed of 
my Father's death, we returned back to England, pleased with 
the hope and expectation that at your Lordship's hands we 
could not fail to meet with entire justice and reimbursement. 

It may perhaps appear invidious to speak truth of the 
Clergyman, who now seeks to supplant me in the Colony, and 
to take the benefit of all my labours, in grateful return for all 
my kindness towards him! Suffice it therefore that I exhibit 
a few of his sentiments, before we Pmbarked, and since we 
returned home. Mr. Boardman in his letter addressed to me 
dated 26 October 1819, assures me "as a Clergyman, it will 
be my constant study to promote piety and religion ; as a 
schoolmaster, useful learning; and as a man, industrious 
habits, comfort and content amongst the settlers. Should this 
application merit your notice I can give you unexceptionable 
references with respect to my moral character and abilities." 
How truly valuable must a man of such apparent worth be as 
a Colleague to assist and promote the objects of a man in my 
situation proceeding to the Cape with 300 Strangers; of 
course, when I received his testimonials I had no hesitation in 
engaging Mr. Boardman for this purpose. 

Again, he says " my motives for emigration are two, because 
my income (£60 per annum) is by no means adequate to the 
expence of supporting my numerous family, and my patrimony 
small at first diminishes daily. I look upon the man of 
respectability who promotes emigration to ou: Settlements as 
a friend to his Country." 

In hi,; Letter h;t November 1 19, l\Ir. Boardman adds, 
"with respect to th(:, instruction of your children I will undertake 
the TaRk. (if indeed it can be called a task) with pleasure, and 
endeavour to perform it to your satisfaction. The Inhabitant:; 
of remote colonies are I fear too apt to fall into a sort of 
semi-barbarism, to counteract which, and to co-operate with 
you in promoting civilization and industrious habits among the 
Settlers, will be the study of &c." And in letter 22 November 
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1819 he very gratefully adds "for the interest which you have 
taken in my behalf be pleased to accept for the present my 
sincere acknowledgements. The time, I trust, is not far off 
when I shall be enabled to prove myself not unworthy of your 
good opinion," &c. Integrity of deputed Trust in my opinion 
is the greatest proof of worth. l\Ir. Boardman also, after I had 
possessed him with double the quantity of land he ,vas entitled 
to, and had deputed him to the service of management which 
I had engaged him for, writes equally grateful in his letter of 
the 2nd November 1820, which states "your valuable present 
has arrived safe, and the cuttings seem to be in good order. I 
gave half of them to Mr. Paul (my Surgeon), and the rest I 
planted immediately." And requesting my further instruc­
tions says '· although I am desirous to serve Mr. Ayliff (one of 
the Settlers) yet as his name is not on your list (my list left 
with :\Ir. Boardman) I know not whether I shall be justified in 
giving him a location, and therefore reque t your directions on 
that head." 

Is there not ample admission in this my Lord, that Mr. 
Boardman was acting for me as my agent, and under my 
directions ? Why then has he <iisclaimed it ? Your Lordship 
and also the Governor cannot fail to recollect the Rolicitud<• 
and pains I took to get his stipend fixed at 2000 Rixdollars per 
annum. Where then is his gratitude ? In his letter which I 
received on the 28th April 1823, he further states " I have not 
received any money on your account, neither is it likely that I 
shall receive any, as the people have neither the power nor 
inclination to pay their just debts : I have been repeatedly 
swindled by some ,vhom I should have thought incapable of 
such an act.' Again, "I have to request your advice and 
direction with re~pect to the subdivision of the lands. Ten 
thousand acres have been granted to the party; and as many 
have left it, tho.-e who remain assert that besides their own 
locations of 100 acres, they have a right to a propoliional share 
of the vacant ones. I maintain that you engaged to give each 
100 acres only, and that they can justly claim no more. ThiH 
is likely to be a bone of contention between myself and the 
party; with your approbation I will submit the matter to the 
Colonial Government." 

This last letter was enclosed by me to your Lordship, and 
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then you could entertain no doubt of :\Ir. Boardman's agency, 
after you had inspected it, on the contrary in your Letter of 
the 14 May 1823 you admit in reply" that there is no intention 
on the part of His }Iajesty's Government of resuming possession 
of them (the Lands) under the Terms of the printed conditions 
of 1819," and with respect to the efficiency of the agency of the 
Reverend Mr. Boardman, you add "which is to be inferred 
fiom a passage in the Letter you have now transmitted from 
him." 

After these several communications to me what can be more 
dear, my Lord, than that :\Ir. Boardman was acting, and 
regarding himself as my Agent ? Is it not very improbable 
that he would require my approbation, if he considered he was 
acting for himself independently and correctly, without it ·~ 
Wherefore then, my Lord, if this admission of his agency is 
thus so clearly to be inferred by his writings, will your Lordship 
prefer to take his word at a remote station ! and under the 
most suspicious motives of self interest and influence ? 

:\Ioreover, my Lord, I wa:-, informed by the Commissary in 
Chief at the Cape (authority of course which cannot for a 
moment be doubted) that the official receipts in possession of 
the Commissariat Department were signed thus:. 

For THos. \VILLSO~ 

lVILDI. BOARD)!A:N". 

\Vitness : J OH:N" S:mTH. 

Can any further evidence then be needful for me to prove the 
truth of my assertion of hi:-, agency, or of his tergiversation if 
he affirms the contrary ? 

Or, can it be said that the Colonial Government has not 
recognized :\Ir. Boardman's agency as efficient when I received 
their Letter dated 19 April 1821, which I also enclosed to your 
L?rdship, and which states "I am to inform you that nothing 
:vill be more agreeable to his Excellency than that your views 
1~1 this Colony should be attended with success, and His 
~xcellency thcn,forc will attend with alacrity to any instruc­
tions which shall emanate from the Secretary of State in your 
regard." 
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By this Letter from the Colonial Government it clearly 
appears that no ill-will or disapprobation of any of my pro­
ceedings existed on their part, at that date ; but on the 
contrary it seems that it wholly rests with your Lordship to 
issue the requisite authority for confirming the promises held 
out to me in your printed circular. 

When I refer back to so many proofs, I confess, my Lord, 
that a cold chill thrills through my veins, and instigates a 
" spirit and style " of expression which I am truly loth to 
write, but still find it my duty to address to your Lordship, a 
duty which I owe to my family : trusting to a liberal appre­
ciation of my feelings, that I may fairly stand excused for 
preferring my claim upon His Majesty's Government with 
steadiness and an inflexible perseverance. I have &c. 

(Signed) THOS. WILLSON. 

[Enclosure.] 

Settlement at the Cape of Good Hope. 

Whereas I the undersigned Thomas \Villson, of Bridge 
Cottage, Chelsea Water Works, Architect, and Commercial 
Agent, have been accepted by His Majesty's Government, to 
take out One Hu11.dred able bodied Men, with their Families, 
to the Cape of Good Hope, whereby I become entitled to a 
Grant of Land from the British Government in South Africa, 
of Ten Thousand Acres, with certain Rights, Privileges, and 
Immunities ; and, as a rational project of Cultivation must of 
necessity be the first measure of a Settlement formed under 
such circumstances, it is proposed 

First. That Ten Gentlemen unite an equal proportion of 
Funds, and form themselves into a Committee of Management 
of their own immediate Concerns, and that each provide, or 
take out, Five able bodied Men, for the purposes of tillage, 
and other requisite employments, with a sufficient store of 
Implements, Seeds, and the several necessaries of life, so ai,; to 
enable them to cultivate, immediately after their location, a 
proportion of Land, equal, at least, to One Acre per Family, 
and to erect a sufficient number of Cottages, of the simple ·t 
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and cheapest character, for the whole of their party, before 
the rainy season sets in ; and that, until such covering is 
obtained, a provision of Tents shall be made, as a temporary 
resort. As this arrangement is merely designed for the above 
Society, it is submitted only as a principle upon which other 
Societies of the whole party may be formed upon a rational 
mode of proceeding. 

Secondly. That, duly considering the feelings of a party of 
British Subjects, leaving their native country to take the 
benefit of the advantages held out by His Majesty's Govern­
ment, it will be my first care to make the most liberal provision 
and distribution of the Lands with which I am to be invested 
by a Grant from the Crown, in order that such Subjects, who 
:so well understand the nature and value of rational liberty, 
may enjoy an undoubted right, and be enabled fairly to 
prosecute those objects of improvement, by agricultural pur­
suits, and the formation of a well organized state of Society, 
a:,; may be consistent with my individual rights, as Lord of the 
Manor ; the general good ; the order, harmony, and welfare 
of the Settlement; with the reservations, laws, and public 
views of His Majesty's Government. 

Thirdly. For the better regulation and management of so 
large a party, I propose, One Individual out of every Ten 
shall he selected as a Director, to represent such party, which 
will create a division of time and labour that is well calculated 
for the interests of individuals, and will be a ready and direct 
channel for communication for the redress of grievances, at 
the same time that it ensures a mutual support and pro­
tection . 
. .Fourthly. If any doubt should exist as to the purity of my 
intentions, in confirming to Individuals (who may become 
Pntitled) a grant of Land, such Individuals may have a 
~foarantee, under my hand, more particularly specifying my 
intention of making such Grant, by paying a stipulated sum 
~owards a fund of Indemnity, in liquidation of the expenses 
incurred in the formation of this settlement ; and 'though at 
all times 1 shall be happy to as'list others with my counsel or 
advice, in maturing their several projects, it is not to be 
~xpected that 1 can devote my time and services in aid of 
individual interests, or the maintenance of general order, 
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without adequate pecuniary support, to enable me to dispense 
such important objects of utility . 

Fifthly. That no abuse of liberty, which at all times it will 
be my glory to maintain in a pure state, consistent with the 
Laws of the Colony, by sound principles of justice, humanity, 
and moral decorum, I invite the cordial support of every 
Director, of each Ten of this party, to unite with me in the 
<lispensation of those benefits which I propose to all who confide 
to me their personal welfare and property, to protect them, a:,; 
far as I may be invested with power and authority, from act::; 
of aggression, illegal, or improper conduct. And in all ca::ies 
of difference or matters of dispute, more particularly as to the 
division and partition of Land, I recommend an immediate 
recourse to the decision of a disinterested person, who::ie 
judgment shall be final and conclusive; reserving to myself 
the power of interposing (in cases where such judgment is not 
effective) to dispossess both parties from the Lands in dispute, 
and to assign to them a portion of Land in such other situation 
as may be deemed consistent with the peace and general 
welfare of the Settlement. 

Sixthly. In consideration of the heavy responsibility, severe 
anxiety, and great burthen of expense, which naturally occurH 
in organizing a settlement that combines individual benefiL 
with objects of national importance, it is an indispensable part 
-of the system upon which the Settlers, ,vho are to participate in 
the advantages of a grant of Land, that they also participate 
in a due proportion of expense, in indemnification of what haH 
been incurred, or what may hereafter accrue, in carrying into 
effect objects of general interest, and what may be considered 
necessary or important upon public grouncl!-l. 

Lastly. It is essential, for the convenience and accommo­
dation of the Settlement, that a communication should. lw 
held with the Mother Country, to facilitate a return of Cai-lh 
Payments, for the Produce of the Colony, l have thrrefo1•p 
opened an Account with a London Banker, of the highest 
respectability, which will afford a safe ancl honourable medium 
for all Money transactions ; and I shall likewise open an 
Account with the Government Bank at Cape Town, to give 
more immediate effect to the viewi-l of the Colonist:; ; and I 
conclude, by recommending the establishing of a Savings 
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Bank at the Settlement, (as soon as circumstances will admit,} 
as a security for the returns of honest industry, and a stimulu 
to the exer~ise of the natural powers and ene;gies of the mind. 

(Signed) 

BRIDGE COTTAGE, CHELSEA ·w ATER \V ORKS, 

1 October, 1819, 

[Original.] 

THO:'.\IAS WILLSON. 

Letter from l\IR. THOMAS WILLSON to R. WILMOT 

HORTO , ESQRE. 

STOCKWELL, 14 April 1825. 

Srn,-Agreeable to your favor of the 6th Instant, I have 
this day had the honor of communicating additional specific 
arguments to the Right Honorable Earl Bathurst, such a 
cannot fail to convince his Lordship of my Identity as the 
legitimate and lawful claimant of the Lands assigned to my 
followers in the Di trict of Albany, South Africa ; at the same 
time I have no he. itation in hereby pledging my elf to make 
Huch sub-grants to the Individuals in possession as they may 
be entitled to by virtue of their agreements with me, imme-­
diately on receiving my Title deeds, which pledge is already 
more specifically given to those Individuals in my printed 
Circular, and also in numerous written agreements signed by 
Ille. I am moreover the last man in the world who would 
deviate from my word, in such matters, for any advantage 
:vhatever, consequently the Settlers cannot possibly be pre­
~udiced in their right at all, which right specifically takes origin 
in my holding a good Title from the Crown. 

I regret exceedingly that my recent Letters kad assumed a 
c-haractcr incompatible with public business, and I very much 
regret that your admonition conveyed through Mr. Croft was 
~lOt made to me personally, which I should have esteemed a 
favor. The Hubject however is so novel, and unusual in itself, 
:thouncling with matter so purely of a domestic character, that 
1t would Htancl excused as difficult, if not almost wholly irn­
pos:-;iblc, to avoicl the admixture of the feelings, while there 
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exists so much cause for animated excitement by the treatment 
-of the subject in your department. 

I trust, Sir, notwithstanding this, that you will believe it is 
very greatly at variance with my general habits and dis­
position, to intrude my feelings unduly upon any man living, 
much less to harass or disturb the susceptibility of Earl Bathurst 
'Or yourself; and although I have considered it an imperative 
duty to me and my family to urge my claims upon His Majesty's 
Government with immoveable firmness, I always hope to do 
so with temper and a due sense of respect and devotion for 
your high office. I have &c. 

(Signed) Tnos. \YrLLSON. 

[Original.] 

Jfemorial of MR. BENJA~HN WrL~IOT. 

'To the Right Honorable Earl Bathurst, Secretary of State for 
the Colonial Department, &c., &c., &c. 

The Memorial of Benjamin Wilmot, late of the new Settle­
ment of Albany, Cape of Good Hope, in behalf of himself and 
his Brother James Wilmot now residing at Bathurst in the 
said Settlement,-Humbly Sheweth 

That your Memorialist and his Brother with four Men (as 
·Servants) joined Mr. Thomas Willson's party of Settlers for 
the Cape of Good Hope upon the express condition of posses­
sing all the advantages proposed in your Lordship's Circular 
of 1819. 

That when the party disembarked at Port Elizabeth 11r. 
Willson disregarded the agreements he made in England with 
Memorialist and the rest of the party, and endeavoured to 
compel them to a compliance with certain ruinous terms, 
insisting that they were part of the Conditions of the Agreement 
-concluded in England and were binding upon them, which 
terms contained a number of restrictions and reservations as 
well as a general indemnity for all losses he had or might 
sustain in the superintending of the party, as well as a re­
muneration for his future exertions at the rate of five Guineas 
per Diem. 
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That as Mr. Willson pertinatiously evinced a determination 
to compel the party to an observance of those conditions by a 
number of vexatious proceedings even after he had assured 
~is Excellency the Acting Governor on his honor he would 
give up all thoughts of them, your Memorialist and his Brother, 
finding that Mr. Willson paid no regard either to his Honor or 
to his Contracts, refused to proceed to the Settlement until 
Captain Evatt, Commandant at Algoa Bay, assured them that 
the Government would take care that they had their rights 
and particularly that no conduct of Mr. Willson's would 
deprive them of their Land in right of their Emigration. 

That the Government was disposed to assist the Settlers, 
and would do everything that was reasonable and more 
perhaps than they could expect. 

Your Memorialist and his Brother having no reason to 
doubt either the sincerity of these Assurances or the right the 
Commandant had to make them, proceeded to the Settlement; 
fully confident that the Government would not permit them 
to lose their Land or become Sufferers. 

That Mr. Willson entirely abandoned the party and never 
located himself upon the Land appears in the Report made by 
the Landdrost of Albany, Harry Rivers Esq. 

That your Memorialist and his Brother and the rest of the 
P~rty were located upon a small Rivulet called the Brack 
River, near Waaye Plaats, but since named Beaufort Vale, 
and Memorialist and his Brother received Six Allotments of 
Land by Ballot, which consisted of only sixty six yards of 
frontage each and extended backwards for more than four 
Miles, this inconvenient and almost useless slip of ground 
they began to improve, being at the time assured by Captain 
Trappes, the provisional Magistrate of Albany, that these 
" Allotments would be extended by the Lands of those who 
must inevitably be compelled to leave, and as there were a 
great number of Mechanics in the party, probab,ly that it would 
soon take place," and they continued to reside for upwards of 
three years, and brought into cultivation all the Land proper 
for tillage in order to obtain an indisputable right to a grant 
0 ~ Land, and complied strictly with the terms of your Lordship's 
Circular of 1819, believing that the recognition of them as 
holders of Land by the Government, subsequent to the Assur-
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ances of the Commandant of Port Elizabeth, was made in 
consequence of his report. 

That your Memorialist and his Brother were compelled to 
leave the place where they had expended about £400 in building 
a substantial House and in trying to improve the Land, and 
rent a place elsewhere, not only through the frequent depre­
dations of the Caffers (who made a beaten path across their 
Allotment and murdered two Persons within a short distance 
of their House) but by the natural disadvantage peculiar to 
the place, being obliged to send away the whole of their Cattle 
for seven months in the year for want of water and to be 
indebted to their Neighbours for the little they themselves 
drank, although they expended considerable sums of Money in 
making Reservoirs in the hope of preserving sufficient for the 
household purposes but without effect; and having had their 
Corn Lands greatly damaged and their Vineyard, Orchard 
and Garden destroyed and cleared away by the flood of October 
1823, which left only a bed of Rocks, and that the whole six 
Allotments independant of these Calamities were not adequate 
for the support of one Family, all which particulars your 
Memorialist's Brother stated to Harry Rivers Esquire, the 
Landdrost, who told him that he should have any Land that 
had not already been given away. 

That your Memorialist and his Brother used their utmost 
endeavours to discover a Piece unappropriated, but finding 
that there was none in .Albany except about 1000 Acres in 
Grobelaar's Kloof not granted to Mr. Rubridge (Lieutenant of 
the Royal Navy) and which G9vernment had abandoned 
(there not being water sufficient for the great number of Cattle 
that was usually sent there), and also excepting the half of a 
place called the Landdrost's farm near Bathurst, which was 
held by Major Jones before the Seat of Magistracy was removed 
from Bathurst to Graham's Town, and which your Memorialist 
conceived might be disposeable property, as Major Jones had 
left the Colony, and as the other half had been granted away 
to Mr. Charles Crause, Captain of a Troop of the Albany Levy, 
these particulars Memorialist's Brother submitted to His 
Majesty's Commissioners of Inquiry, and by their advice 
memorialized Hi:; Excellency Lord Charles Henry Somerset 
for a grant of one of these places, offering to relinquish all 
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0!aim to the place where they had expended so much of their 
time and capital, without being able to obtain a Grant, His 
Excellency the Governor having been pleased to make answer 
that they were not disposeable property, as your Memorialist 
was informed at the Colonial Secretary's Office Cape 
Town. 

Your Memorialist humbly conceiving that he and his Brother 
had done everything that their minds could suggest and adopted 
t~e measure pointed out to them by His Majesty's Commis­
sioners of Inquiry (who might be supposed to be the best 
acquainted with those matters) to obtain a grant, without 
effect, and that it was out of his power to wait in Africa the 
result of any other adopted means to obtain a Diagram (or 
Title), which he also humblv conceives they had an undoubted 
right to have had at the co~pletion of three years occupation, 
r~turncd to England determined to submit hi:s case for the con­
sideration of your Lordship, and that in doing so your Memo­
rialist has expended the sum of Fifty pounds for passage l\Ioney 
and incidental Expences. And your Memorialist submits that 
he and his Brother have done every possible thing that pro­
priety could dictate in their circumstances to establish a claim 
for Grants of Land, and it would be particularly hard that they 
should be deprived of that Land, the promise of which was 
found sufficiently inducing to cause Numbers to leave their 
families, friends, birth place and prospects in England, when 
others, who have made none of those sacrifices, hold from four 
to five extensive places, some of which they have had granted 
to them after they had disposed of prior grants for large 
pecuniary considerations, and in that very part of Albany 
(the Zuur Veld) that seems particularly to have been selected 
and appropriated by the Government for the locations of the 
Settlers. 

And your Memorialist hmnbly submits that he and his 
Brother would in right of themselves and four flervants become 
entitled to Grants of Land for Six Families, and as your 
:\fomorialist is confident that the British Government never 
intended to place an Emigrant upon a portion of Land inade­
quate to the support of a family or upon a place in every 
respect useless for cultivation, he hopes that himself and 
Brother may be considered to have a claim to such quantity of 
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good Land as His Majesty's Commissioners of Inquiry have 
reported to be necessary for the support of Six Families. 

That your Memorialist and his Brother deposited with the 
Government through Mr. Willson the sum of Sixty-two Pounds 
and ten shillings for Six Families, to be returned in Africa by 
three Instalments, that if payment for the Rations that were 
issued to the Settlers during their inability to procure suste­
nance from their Lands and the almost universal famine is 
insisted upon from your Memorialist and his Brother, and an 
account taken of everything they have had from the Govern­
ment, Memorialist believes that there will then be a balance 
in his favor, as those Rations were few, in consequence of their 
losing their Servants, in which case they also submit that the 
pledge upon their Buildings and Improvements given to the 
provisional Magistrate to secure the payment of them when 
demanded should (if the second and third Instalments are 
debited with the Rations &c.) be returned to them. 

That your Memorialist lost fourteen Oxen and one Cow by 
the depredations of the Caffers, which being reported and 
allowed they became entitled to remuneration, and although 
seven thousand head of Cattle were taken from those savages, 
Memorialist could never get any remuneration for his loss. 

That your Memorialist being unacquainted with the practical 
part of farming, engaged with Servants who were, by a Deed 
regularly executed in England : the Servants severally bound 
themselves in the penalties of Five Pounds Sterling for the due 
performance of their Service, and your Memorialist and his 
Brother jointly in the like penalty for the due performance of 
their part of the contract, and that shortly after their being 
located, Captain Trappes, without the consent and against the 
will of your Memorialist and his Brother, discharged two of 
these Servants from their obligations without any formal 
process or the approbation of any Court of Ju~tice, no blame­
able conduct whatever being justly imputed to your Mcmo­
rialist and his Brother with respect to them. The other two 
Servants died, and Memorialist coulcl not procure Labourers 
for nearly two years, and when he did he paid them from 
two to three Rix Dollars each per diem, which he would not 
have had to do had his Servants remained with him, and which 
occasioned Memorialist innumerable Inconveniences and great 
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loss. That if your Lordship should be of opinion that your 
Memorialist ought to have applied to the legal authorities to 
obtain redress of this grievance, to enable him to claim your 
Lordship's consideration in this respect, he most respectfully 
represents that to a complaint brought by your Memorialist 
against certain Gentlemen (vested with similar authority with 
which Captain Trappes is invested) before the Worshipful the 
Court of Circuit he was advised by that Court, after two years 
litigation without effect, to prosecute the complaint before 
those very gentlemen of whom he complained, which advice 
seemed so repugnant to common sense that your Memorialist 
was deterred from bringing it. Such an instance of the mode 
of awarding justice in that part of the world he hopes will be 
<!onsidered a sufficient reason for not commencing legal pro­
ceedings against Captain Trappes, the same Gentlemen who 
gave that advice still holding places on the Justice seat. 

That if your Memorialist therefore may have omitted to do 
thor:;e acts that would thereby have entitled him to have re­
course to the Mother Country for redress against a Gentleman 
holding an official situation, your Memorialist trusts that his 
case will not be prejudiced by such omission, particularly as 
the Laws of the Colony or administration of them are extremely 
dissimilar to the English Laws and where legal advice could 
not be obtained. 

Your Memorialist therefore submits that taking into con­
sideration the peculiar situation in which he was placed as a 
Settler with regard to the party from whom he was to obtain 
redress in this particular transaction, he will be considered 
entitled to relief from the hands of your Lordship not only 
upon this point but upon all the foregoing circumstances in 
this Memorial which he most humbly and respectfully submits 
for your Lordship's consideration. 

_Wherefore your Memorialist humbly prays, your Lordship 
will be pleased to grant him and his brother two distinct 
placer:; or farms (in any part of the Colony) and title thereto 
free of expence. That their second and third instalments of 
their deposits may be paid to them (amounting to Forty one 
~ouncl.B thirteen shillings and four pence.) That your Memo­
rialist and his Brother may bP remunerated for the loss of their 
Cattle, which they estimate at Thirty pounds. That the said 
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Sum of Fifty pounds which he has incurred for his passage and 
incidental expences may be reimbursed to him. And that 
Captain Trappes may be directed to remunerate your Memo­
rialist and bis brother for the loss of their two servants to the 
amount of the penalties set forth in the said Contract. Or 
that your Lordship will grant him and his Brother such other 
relief as to your Lordship shall seem meet. 

And your Memorialist will ever pray. 

(Signed) BENJAMIN WILMOT. 

No. 1 RoSO::'>lANS BUILDINGS, ISLINGTON GREEN, 

April 14th 1825. 

[Copy.] 

Letter from the Deputy Landdrost of Beaufort to the 
Commissioners of Enquiry. 

BEAUFORT, April 15th, 1825. 

GENTLEMEN,-I have the honour to acknowledge the­
receipt of your communication of the 5th instant, and agreeably 
to the commands therein contained, you will receive enclosed 
the Detailed Assessments of Taxation, and Tariff of the 
manner in which such is proportioned to the property of each 
individual establisL.ed. 

Should I have, however, deviated in any part from my duty, 
by a misconception of your said communication, I shall be 
most happy to remedy the same without a moment's delay, on 
receiving your further instructions thereon. I have &c. 

(Signed) J. BAIRD, Deputy Landdrost. 

 

 



A .Detailed Statement of the Paxes levied at the Opgaa/, during tlie .iJionths of February and Marcli of the 
current Year; for the Year 1824. 

Ordinary Taxee. Extraordinary Taxe-;. / Free Gifts. 

Nos . I Field-Cornetcirs. I Fines. 
I Capitation. I I Produce. 

Waggon I Dam and I 1Church Contribution., 
C 'b Income Canal I School Cattle. 0 I?tn u- Tax. Contribu- Lepers. I Funds. 

tion. tion. For Places For 
and Erven. Funerals . 

---- ------· -------------- -------
Rds. strs. Rds. strs. Rds. strs. Rds. st?'S. Rds. strs. Rds. strs . Rds. strs. Rds. strs. Rds. strs. Rds. strs. Rds. strs. 

1 Of D. S. Fourie - 127 24 2211 16 8 28 76 24 - 18 - 28 16 8 32 4 - 42 28 
~ • ~ 

2 ;; A. T. de Clercq - 140 - 86 22 10 30 61 24 2 6 24 - - 23 40 2 - 44 10 g 
c:, 

t*-,. •►- ~ 
3 I " 

C. Hatting 10 - 175 - 88 22 85 - 62 12 2 26 - - 43 16 3 - 41 20 "' 
~ ~ 

41 W, F. Joubert. 10 - 135 - 142 42 - 60 36 - - - 4 16 5 - 50 [;6 
"'" 

' I p, ~· ;;,,, 

51 G. P. Marais . 182 24 295 24 25 30 99 34 32 9 59 16 "" - - - - - -
18 4 ~ 

6 1 ;; T. H. Nel 10 - 125 - 44 32 - 42 - - - - - 6 - ~ 
"" 

:1 
C. T. de Clercq 5 - 210 - 284 26 4 12 99 36 1 18 - - - 12 - 58 46 ~ 

o' 
,; H. P. van der 10 - 197 24 219 24 25 38 102 36 - - 26 - 6 - 49 20 ;,:, - ~ 

Westhuizen, 

9 1 " J. van der 15 - 127 24 140 40 7 42 50 12 l 24 - - 8 32 3 - 27 18 
Westhuizen. 

10 ;; P. E. Kruger - 77 24 83 40 - 28 24 - 36 - - - 2 - 20 32 

11 ;; A. du Toit 20 - 122 24 190 42 2 - 52 24 - - - 4 16 - 33 26 

12 Village of Beaufort 10 - 87 24 39 2 6 20 24 - 75 26 87 48 36 6 - 56 30 I ~ - - -:r ---
TOTAL 90 -

1
1,70724 

1
1~~45~1_176 -~J 759 36 1 83 401129 - J 28 16 J 202 28 j 58 - 502 16 
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A Tariff by which the Assessments were proportioned during the 
last Opgaaf Ses.sions, for the Year 1824. 

0RDINAltY TAXES: 

Head Money: 

Men above 16, and women above 20 years 

Cattle: 

Each head of black cattle 
A saddle or waggon horse 
A breeding horse . 
Twenty-five sheep, goats, or pigs 

Produce: 

Each muid of wheat, rye, barley, or oats . 
Each leaguer of wine 
Each leaguer of brandy 

EXTRAORDINARY TAXES: 

Contribution for Carriages : 

Each horse or ox waggon 
Each cart 

Church Contribution : 

Each loan place . 
Each er£ (freehold) 
For the death of each Christian above 12 years of age 

Ditto below 12 years of age 

Income Tax: 

For each Rds. 100 income 

Dam and Canal Contribution: 

For each crf in the village 

Leper Tax: 

An eighth on the amount of the ordinary taxes paid by each 
inhabitant, 

Rds. ,trs. 
2 24 

2 
4 
2 
(> 

2' 
- lo 
- 36, 

1 2'1 
- 36 

4 1G 
2 8 
3 
2 

31> 

() 

N.B.-The assessment of the extraordinary taxation is regu­
lated by a tariff received from Graaff Reinet; but the lepl'r 
tax was abolished this year by a communication from the 
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landdrost of Graaf£ Reinet, which arrived a day after the 
opgaaf sessions had commenced, which causes such to appear 
in the field-cornetcy of D.S. Fourie, in the detailed Statement 
of Taxes herewith accompanying. 

(Signed) J. BAIRD, Deputy Landdrost. 
BEAUFORT, 15th April, 1825. 

[Copy.] 

Letter from the Deputy Landdrost of Clanwilliam to the 
Commissioners of Enquiry. 

DEPUTY LANDDR0ST'S OFFICE, CLAN "\VILLIAllf, 

15th April 1825. 

GENTLE11EN,-In answer to your circular of the 5th instant, 
" requesting a detailed Statement of the Taxes levied at the 
opgaaf of the current year," I beg leave to state that the taxes 
for the current year are levied in the following manner ; viz. 

ORDINARY :-Consisting of 

Head Money; 
Tax on Cattle ; and 
Tax on Produce. 

EXTRAORDINARY :-Comprising 

Contribution for Waggons, Horses, &c. required for the 
public Service ; 

Commando Tax ; 
Classification ; and 
Tax on Slaves. 

The Ordinary Taxes are raised according to the 14th and 
15th Articles of the Proclamation of the 1st April 1814, and 
the Extraordinary according to the directions received at this 
Subdrostdy from the Board of Landdrost and HPemraden of 
Worcester, a copy of which I beg leave to enclose. 

As to the mode in which the assessments are proportioned 
to the property and stablishment of each individual, the 
following rule has been alway8 adopted here ; viz. 
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In the Contribution for Waggons, Horses, &c. required for 
public Service, the inhabitants residing in the vicinity of this 
Subdrostdy, and those along the public road to Cape Town, and 
the Head Drostdy, pay, in proportion to their property, from 
four to eight skillings ; while those residing in more remote 
parts of this sub-district, less called on for public service, pay 
in the same proportion from four to twelve skillings. 

The Commando Tax is levied according to the value of the 
places and the property every landowner possesses, at the rate 
of from six to twelve rix-dollars; while others, who possess no 
places, pay from one to six rix-dollars. 

Classification is levied according to the 10th and 22nd 
Articles of said Proclamation of the 1st April 1814 ; and 

The Tax on Slaves is collected according to the Proclamation 
of the 7th February 1823. I have &c. 

(Signed) J. VAN RYNEVELD, Deputy Landdrost. 

[ Original. J 

Memorial of MR. D. P. FRANCIS. 

To the Right Honourable the Earl Bathurst, Secretary of 
State for th€' Colonial Department, &c., &c., &c. 

The Memorial of D. P. Francis most humbly sheweth 
That your Memorialist embarked as a Settler for the Colony 

of the Cape of Good Hope, under the Parliamentary Grant of 
1819, with six articled servants and their families, forming a 
Division of the Party under the Direction of Mr. William 
Parker. 

That Memorialist does not present himself to your Lordship 
or His Majesty's Government with any other complaint of 
Grievances, further than feeling himself imperatively called 
upon from urgent necessity, most humbly to submit to your 
Lordship's Benevolence and consideration the real facts and 
occurrences which have taken place with respect to himself as 
a British Settler at the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope. 

That on Memorialist's arriving in the Colony on the 30th of 
April 1820 a Location was assigned him with Mr. Parker's 
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Party in the Deputy Drostdy of Clanwilliam, that from an 
error in Judgment Committed by the Colonial Government of 
the Cape the Lands were found wholly inadequate to sustain 
the Party. 

That in consequence of this Mistake in the Colonial Govern­
ment, Memorialist was most seriously injured, although he is 
ready to admit that by placing Settlers at Clan William there 
was every reason to anticipate that the Individuals sent there 
would have succeeded at an earlier period than those in the 
Zuureveldt, from the proximity to the great Market Cape 
Town, had the Lands proved efficient. 

That in consequence of Representations made to the Acting 
Governor Sir Rufane Donkin by the parties at Clanwilliam, 
His Excellency issued a Circular dattd 25th July 1820, inviting 
those Individuals who were so inclined to be removed to the 
Zuureveldt. 

That Memorialist deeming it expedient to separate from Mr. 
Parker's party accepted the terms proposed by the Colonial 
Government, and removed to the District of Albany, under a 
promise that 1000 acres of Land should be allotted him as some 
Compensation for his Disappointment and losses at Clan­
william, in the room of 700 acres which Memorialist was 
entitled to under the regulations issued from your Lordship's 
Department. 

That your Memorialist arrived at Algoa Bay on the 30th of 
September, and after much difficulty and being delayed until 
~he 7th of October he received a paper of which the following 
Is a Copy, being the only information Memorialist could obtain 
on the subject of his Location, but with this assurance that the 
Deputy Landdrost or some authority under him would be 
ready to receive and locate him. 

Copy of paper :-

" Mr. D. P. Francis on the Guazer River at the ford below 
jibe place now occupied by Jacobus Potgether, to go from 
Assagai Bush in the road leading to the outspan bush, as far 
as where a bye road from iemans to Frederick Rensbergs 
turns off, and from thence along to the River." 

On arriving at Assagai Bush on the 11th October Memo-
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rialist despatched a letter to Captain Somerset the Deputy 
Landdrost, informing him that Memorialist waited his In­
structions to be placed upon his Land, to this Communication 
no reply was ever given, and Memorialist after waiting many 
days in waggons, was obliged to encamp where he could, nor 
did Captain Somerset ever attempt to locate your Memorialist 
although repeatedly applied to for that purpose, until the 23rd 
of January 1821, Memorialist being left in this neglected 
Situation for upwards of three months, and in the Colony 
without a Location for near nine months, and Memorialist 
afterwards discovered that he was upwards of forty miles from 
the place intended for him, which can be easily ascertained by 
referring to Mr. Knobel's map of the Albany District, where 
Memorialist's intended Location is laid down. 

That Memorialist from agricultural experience discovered 
that a thousand acres of land situated where chance had thrown 
him was wholly inadequate for a grazing place (for which 
purpose it was only adapted) memorialized Sir Rufane Donkin 
to grant him the unappropriated lands where Memorialist had 
established himself, to the extent usually given for a grazing 
farm in that District. 

That in consideration of this second disappointment owing 
to the neglect of the Deputy Landdrost, His Excellency was 
pleased to give the following Instructions upon Memorialist's. 
application, a copy of which Memorialist obtained from the 
Colonial Office at Cape Town. 

" Extract of a list of Memorials which Sir Rufane Donkin 
left with the Landdrost of Albany when on the Frontier in th 
year 1821 for the purposes herein stated, and which list was. 
transmitted to the Colonial Office in order to be filed : 

"No. 56 

FRoM Wno:r.r, I ON WHAT SUBJECT, I DECISION, 

D. P. F;ancis --.-1 To be located on a cer- ·1 I wish l\1r. Francis to C"} 

ta.in piece of Land put in possession of 
near Assagai Bush. this Immediately. 

A true Extract. 

P. G. BRINK." 
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That Memorialist conceived by procuring this grant of Land 
he should be in some degree remunerated for his former losses, 
and considered it as his property although the survey and 
measurement had not absolutely taken place, solely on account 
of the District Surveyor being suddenly called away to another 
part of the District on duty, upon the faith of this being carried 
into effect Memorialist incurred a considerable additional 
expence which he should not otherwise have done. 

That on His Excellency Lord Charles Somerset resuming the 
Governorship of the Colony Memorialist was informed that it 
was necessary to memorialize his Lordship to confirm the above 
grant, which on being complied with, His Lordship refused the 
application, as Memorialist believes partly because Mr. Rivers 
the Landdrost neglected to inspect and report upon the grant 
in question, although referred to him for that purpose many 
months. 

That Memorialist then requested His Excellency would be 
pleased to give him a title to the thousand acres that Memo­
rialist might secure that part of the Land on which his House 
and premises had been erected, this request also being refused 
Memorialist was left totally without any location whatever. 

That your Memorialist on embarking in the undertaking of 
settling himself in the Cape Colony under the Parliamentary 
Grant of 1819, possessed property in Cash to the amount of 
£930 Sterling, and took out stores to the value of £350 and 
Upwards, besides now being involved £300 in consequence of 
the above Circumstances, all of which has been sacrificed, 
together with upwards of five ye,ars of the best part of JJ1 emo­
rialist' s life, who is now left totally without Capital and 
without Employment, and unable to return to the Cape as 
Intended. • 

That your Memorialist pre ented a Statement of his griev­
ances to the Commissioners of Inquiry on the 28th July 1823, 
and having waited nearly two years in expectation of having 
those grievances reported to your Lordship, :\lemorialist is 
now absolutely compelled from necessity in his ruined state to 
lay his Case bt>fore your Lordship without any further Delay. 

That Memorialist is ready to make affidavit of the fact. 
contained in this statement, and begs to refer your Lordship 
to Sir Rufane Donkin late Acting Governor, and to Henrj 
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Ellis Esquire late Deputy Colonial Secretary at the Cape, for 
.a corroboration of such parts of this memorial as occurred 
during their administration. 

That under all these unfortunate circumstances your 
Memorialist most humbly and earnestly Implores (as an act of 
favour and Justice) Reimbursement and pecuniary remuneration 
from His Majesty's Government, for the Injury and losses he 
has sustained in consequence of the Errors committed by the 
Government authorities at the Cape of Good Hope, which 
losses amount to £1580 Sterling independent of five years loss 
,of valuable time, which Memorialist can never hope to recover. 

That the Injury and losses Memorialist has sustained have 
principally been occasioned by the three following causes, 
first, by being sent to Clanwilliam, secondly, from the total 
neglect of the Deputy Landdrost Captain Somerset, and 
thirdly, from His Excellency the present Governor refusing to 
confirm Grants of Land absolutely given to Memorialist by 
the late Acting Governor Sir Rufane Donkin, which act 
entirely destroyed all Memorialist's future Prospects of Success 
in the Colony, and that Memorialist is now left absolutely 
without the means of supporting himself and wife, and driven 
most reluctantly to the alternative of entreating your Lordship's 
early and kind consideration of Memorialist's distressing situa­
tion, never doubting for a moment that he will petition in vain 
for an act of justice at the hands of your Lordship and his 
Majesty's Government, and Memorialist as in duty bound 
will every pray &c. &c. 

(Signed) 
5 JEFFREYS STREET, KENTISH TOWN, LONDON, 

April 16th, 1825. 

[Copy.] 

D. P. FRANCIS. 

Memorial of a Committee of Merchants. 

25 RooD LANE, 18th April 1825, 

To the Right Hon'ble the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's 
Treasury. 

The Memorial of the Committee of Merchants and others of 
.the City of London trading to the Cape of Good Hope Sheweth, 
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That as the reduction of the duty on Foreign Wines which 
has lately taken place will lessen the consumption of Cape 
Wine in this country very considerably, and by consequencs 
affect most unfavourably the future production thereof; and 
as Wine is the Staple produce of the Colony of the Cape of 
Good Hope, and employs a great proportion of its inhabitants,. 
when the effects of this measure have had time to unfold 
themselves, much misery and ruin may be expected to tak& 
place, for a time in that Colony. 

That in order to provide in some degree means for alleviating 
the same by encouraging the Colonists to turn their attention 
to such resources they possess other than the production of 
wine, which they have unfortunately been induced to push too­
far, your Memorialists beg leave to submit for the consideration 
of His Majesty's Government the state of the duties now 
payable upon some other articles which are produced to a 
limited extent at the Cape of Good Hope, and take the liberty 
to suggest a more favourable scale of rates, which, if adopted, 
would afford some further encouragement to such produce, 
and thereby supply other means of employment for some part 
of that large population of the Colony which must now be 
withdrawn from the Wine Trade, and which they trust His. 
Majesty's Government will see the justice of extending to 
them, as being possessed of equal claims to protection with 
any other Colony of Great Britain, though from its peculiar 
situation, being within the limits of the East India Company's. 
charter, they believe that its interests have frequently been 
overlooked. 

Aloes: The article which is imported from the Cape under 
this name is in fact very different from the one in1ported from 
the West Indies by that name ; the latter sells from £40 to 
£45 per hundred weight, while the former is sold usually at 
40 to 44 shillings per hundred weight, being fit for being used 
as medicine for Horses and Cattle only. The duty on West 
India Aloes is £7 per cwt., or about 15 per cent on its value ; 
and the duty on Cape Aloes is £4 4s. per hundred weight or 
200 per cent on its value, which is out of all proportion upon 
an article of such low value, but which is at the same time of 
Very great utility for the purposes to which it is adapted. 
Memorialists submit that the duty on this article should be 
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made ten sbiUings per hundred weight or about 25 per nt on 
• value. 

Argol : The duty on this article at p nt • '8. 9d. per 
hundred weight, whether Foreign or Colonial, but it is pro 
to be reduced to 2s. per hun eight. emorialis BUbmit 
that the duty on this article when imported from a British 
Colony be 8d. per hundred weight, to com nsate for the 
increased e nse of freight and charg arising from the 
greater distance of th Coloni than the ooas of the 

edi rranean from hence this article is brought. 
Wheat : This article has sometim b n brought from the 

Cape, but hitherto in small quantiti , and although it cannot 
be e ted to ome at present an article of e nsi e 
export, yet as it may be so in some years, it would be d irable 
to have the C,ape put on the same footing as C,anada as to i 
Com, but on account of the greater distance your emorialis 
ubmit that the duty on C,a:pe Wheat be three shillings per 

quarter if the duty on C,anada heat is fix at five shillings. 
Elephants' T th : the duty • pro to be redu 

oonsiderably on this article, emorialist.e do not ask any 
further reduction on it. 

trich Feath : On account of being a British lony 
and i great distan emorialis ubmit that the duty on 
this article hen imported from the C,ape be fi e sbilHngs r 
pound weight. 

um Arabic : For the reasons mentio in the p 
article the emorialis ask the duty on this article be 
to four shillings per hundred eight. 

Hid : The duty on this article hether o ign or lomal 
• by the new rate to be for Dry Hid o shillings and four 
pence per hundred weight, and et Hi one hilling and t 

nee per hundr eight. emorialis submit that the duty 
on this article being the produce of the of Ho or 
of a British Colony be for Dry Hid one hilling hun 

eight, and for et Hid • nee r dit . 
kins : That the duty on t kins from th 

British Colony one hilling per dozen, and on p 
that it nine n r dozen or five r nt on their alu 
in this market. Hid and kins rticl of • derabl 
importance to the agricultural p rity and Trade of the 
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Colony, Memorialists beg to press on your Lordship's notice 
the reasonableness of giving the protection required. 

Horns: Memorialists submit that the duty on this article when 
imported from the Cape be Two shillings per hundred weight. 

Whale Oil: :Memorialists beg leave to submit to your 
Lordships that it would be greatly in favour of the Colony of 
the Cape of Good Hope, if it were placed on the same footing 
as the Southern Greenland and Davis Straits Fisheries with 
respect to this article, by making the duty Eight shillings and 
three pence per Tun in place of Twenty shillings as at present. 
The same reasons which justify a low rate of Duty on oil from 
these Fisheries can be urged with much propriety in favour of 
the Fishery carried on from the Cape of Good Hope. 

Whale Fins : The duty on this article when imported from 
the Cape is at present £3 3s. 4d. per hundred weight, while the 
produce of the Greenland and Southern Whale Fisheries is 
admitted at £2 7s. 6d. Memorialists submit that the duties 
on this article should be assimilated. 

Bees Wax. The duty on this article at present is £2 6s. 6d. 
per hundred weight, which memorialists submit is a very 
heavy duty, and that it would be more consonant with the 
views of His Majesty's Ministers regarding other articles of 
Trade were the duty reduced to fifteen shillings per cwt. when 
brought from the Cape of Good Hope or any British Colony. 

Wool: It is very difficult to place a value on Cape Wool 
before it has been thoroughly sorted in this Country, on account 
of the imperfect way it has hitherto been put up, so that there 
would be considerable uncertainty in ascertaining whether it 
Was entitled to be admitted at the low duty as being under 
the value of one shilling per lb. weight. Memorialists submit 
that it would be better to admit it duty free in the same way 
as Wool from the British Plantatiorn,. 

Almonds. The duty on Almonds is £2 7s. 6d. per Hundred 
Weight whether :Foreign or Colonial; Memorialists submit that 
tho duty on this article be reduced to fifteen shillings per 
hundred weight when imported from a British Colony. 

Lemon Juice: Lime Juice. These articles can be produced 
at the Cape, but on account of the distance the freight is a 
g_reat hinderance to their being brought from thence ; .Memo­
r1alists submit that they be admitted at the lowest rate of 

 

 



48 Records of the Cape Colony. 

duty, or one farthing per gallon, Lemon and Lime Juice of 
whatever degree of strength, and whether concentrated or not 
when imported from a British Colony. 

Spirits. Memorialists submit that the same reasons which 
justify the admission of West India and Canada Spirit at a 
low rate of duty are equally applicable to spirits produced at 
the Cape of Good Hope, and there is an additional reason of 
great importance in favour of the Cape Spirit; as the recent 
reduction of duty on Foreign \Vines will prevent Cape Wines. 
of inferior quality from being sent to this Country, and as 
there will be no other market for them, your memorialists 
submit that the Colonists of the Cape are well entitled to have 
permission granted to them to distill such of their Wines as are 
unfit to be exported and that the produce thereof be admitted 
for Home Consumption in this Country at the same duty as 
Rum from the British plantations or Spirits from Canada. 

Timber. The Timber districts of the Cape of Good Hope 
are very inaccessible on account of the want of water Carriage, 
and it is attended with great difficulty and expence to bring 
this article to a shipping port ; but in order to encourage the 
industry of the Colony Memorialists submit that the Cape be 
placed on the same footing as New South Wales with regard 
to this article. That is Timber fit for Ship-building to be duty 
free, and unrated wood to be admitted at five per Centum ad 
valorem. 

Your memorialists therefore humbly pray your Lordship 
to take the premisses into your most favourable consideration, 
and for the relief and encouragement of the industry of the 
Colonists of the Cape of Good Hope, that you will grant the 
reduction of duties herein and in the Schedule hereto annexed 
set forth, as being agreeable to the sound principles of Trade 
and Colonial regulation now being acted on by His Majesty's 
Government : and which if extended to the Colony of the 
Cape of Good Hope could not fail to have the most beneficial 
influence in favour of the Agriculture and Trade of that 
Colony. 

And your Memorialists as in duty bound will ever pray. 

In name and by order of the Committee. 

(Signed) ABRAHAM BORRADAILE, Chairman. 
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[Copy.] 

Letter from the Landdrost of Uitenhage to the 
Commissioners of Enquiry. 

49 

UrTENHAGE, 18th April 1825. 

GENTLEMEN,-! have the honour, in compliance with your 
letter of the 5th instant, herewith to cover a statement of the 
only taxes paid at our opgaaf for the year 1825. I have &c. 

(Signed) J. G. CUYLER. 

Memorandum of the Rate of Assessment, under the heads of 
Ordinary Taxation, which consist of the following ,· viz. 

lids. sic. stiv. 
2 4 Head money for each man, 
2 4 ditto woman, 
2 4 ditto son, above 16 years of age, 
2 4 ditto daughter, 20 ditto, 
2 4 ditto European servant, free black, eto 

4 For each carriage and draught horse, 
4 saddle horse, 
2 breeding horse, 
2 draught ox. 
2 breeding cattle. 

1 For every twenty-five breeding sheep and wethers, 
2 mule. 

1 25 goats. 
1 25 pigs. 

2 muid of wheat reaped. 
2 ditto of barley. 
2 ditto of rye. 
2 ditto of oats, 

2 4 leaguer of wine. 
6 ditto of brandy, 

And the extraordinary assessment paid this year is one 
skilling on each rixdollar of the above taxes, to cover the 
expenses of carriage or transport monies incurred in the 
preceding year, 1824. 

N. B.-All Hottentots, not living under contract with the 
i~habitants (consequently those composing the several institu­
tions), are obliged to pay their annual taxes, consisting in the 

xn. E 
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before-mentioned items ; but those serving under contract, 
and not belonging to the institutions, are excused from the 
payment of the same. 

(Signed) 

SECRETABY'S OFFICE, UITENHAGE, 

April 18th, 1825. 

J. J. F. RosELT, Secretary. 

[Copy.) 

Letter from the Landdrost of Graaff Reinet to the 
Commissioners of Enquiry. 

GRAAFF REINET, 18171 April 1825. 

GENTLEM:EN,-In compliance with your circular of the 5th 
instant, I have the honour to enclose a" Statement of Ordinary 
and Extraordinary Taxes levied in the District of Graaff 
Reinet, at the Opgaaf in 1825; showing the Rate of Assessment, 
and the Authority under which the Extraordinary Taxes have 
been levied;" and beg leave to acquaint you, that the mode 
of assessment alluded to in the concluding paragraph of your 
said letter has not hitherto obtained in this district, though, 
after a late conversation with the government secretary, Sir 
Richard Plasket, I feel that its not having been adopted in 
collecting the transport or waggon contributions was an error 
on our part. 

The Beaufort accounts of last opgaaf not having hitherto 
come in, I shall send a separate statement for that division 
next week. And have &c. 

(Signed) A. STOCKENS'rRO:\T. 
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Statement of Ordinary and Extraordinary Taxes levied in the 
District of Graaff Reinet at the Owaa/ in 1825 ; showing 
the Rate of Assessment, and the Authority under which the 
Extraordinary Taxes have been levied. 

Ordinary Taxe<l. 

Head Money 
Tax on Gattie 

Tax on Produce . 

Tax on Income . 

Total Ordinary. 

Extraordinary and 
Local Taxes. 

Church Tax on 
Places & Erven I 

Church Tax on 
Deaths . 

For the repair of 
Dams and Ganals 

ForWaggons,Oxen 
and Horses em- J 

ployed in the 

Amount. 

Rd$. it. 
3,607 24 
6,621 26 

569 10 

3:20 8 

11,127 20 

Amount . 

Rds. st. 
1,476 16 

108 -

947 -

1,812 -

public Service . 
Total Extraordi- -----­

nary . . 
School Fund 

Ordinary, 
above. 

4,343 16 
695 30 

as 11,127 20 

GRAND TOTAL. i 16,166 18 

Rates established by Proclamation of the 
1st April 1814. 

Rds. 2½ for all heads of families. 
Two stivers for each head of black cattle 

or breeding horse ; 4 stivers for each 
saddle or draught horse; and 6 stivers 
for each 25 sheep, goats or pigs. 

Two stivers for each muid of wheat, rye, 
barley, or oats; 16 stivers for each 
leaguer of wine; and 36 stivers for each 
leaguer of brandy. 

i per cent has been charged, according to 
the 22nd Article of said Proclamation, 
which was understood to be the rate 
established in Gape Town. 

Rates at which levied. 

Four stivers per week 
for each place, and 
2 stivers per week 
for each erf. 

Rds. 3 for each person 
dying above 12years 
of age, and Rds. 2 
for each under. 

Rds. 6 for each full 
erf, Rds. 3 for each 
small erf, and Rds. 2 
for each dry er£. 

Rds. 1 ½ for each 
waggon. 

" 

Authority under which 
levied. 

Proclamation of the 
1st April 1814. 

Forty-fifth article 
of the Ghurch 
Regulations, 

Proclamation, 5th 
February 1819. 

Proclamation of the 
1st April 1814. 

Tho contribution to this fund has been 
considered more a gift than a tax ; and 
from objections having of late been 
made by some, it has been reduced to 
this trifle, a few stivers being merely 
added to each Opgaaf to make tho sum 
full in rix-dollars, there being no small 
change to return to the payer, conse­
quently, tho greatest Opgaaf does not 
pay a full rix-dollar to this fund. 

E 2 
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[ Original. J 
Letter from MR. D. P. FRANCIS to R. "\VILMOT HORTON, ESQRE. 

5 JEFFREYS STREET, KENTISH TOWN, 

LONDON, April 18th 1825. 

Sm,-On the 22nd of October last I had the Honor to 
transmit to your Department to be laid before Earl Bathurst 
an outline of a plan for the Introduction of free Labour into 
the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope, which plan had also 
been submitted to the Commissioners of Inquiry, at their 
request, previous to my leaving the Colony. 

From the various conversations I held with the Commis­
eiioners on this Subject, I had every reason to anticipate that 
no time would be lost in forwarding to Earl Bathurst their 
Opinion or Report upon this particular question, as the 
Commissioners appeared fully aware that one of the greatest 
Impediments the Settlers of Albany have now to contend with 
is the want of Labour, which want is also very generally felt 
throughout the Colony. 

His Lordship was pleased to state in reply to my communi­
cation that as the Commissioners will, no doubt, report to His 
Majesty's Government their Opinion and views upon the 
Subject in question his Lordship would defer giving his con­
sideration to my proposal until his Lordship shall have received 
the report of the Commissioners. 

I have at all times been unwilling to Intrude myself un­
necessarily upon your or Lord Bathurst's valuable time, but 
situated as I am and having waited many months without 
being able to ascertain if the Commissioners' report on this 
Subject is arrived or noi, I therefore now take the libertv of 
requesting the favour of being informed if the Commissio~ers 
have given their report upon this question. 

It appears Sir by the statement in some of the papers, that 
from the motion you proposed to the House of Commons on 
Friday last, Government intends to encourage Emigration from 
the South of Ireland to the Cape of Good Hope and Canada. 

With respect to the former of these Coloni s, I beg leave 
most humbly to submit one or two Observations to your and 
Lord Bathurst',; consideration, if you should deem them 
worthy of attention. 
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That from the experience of near four years' residence in 
the Colony, and having paid much attention to the Capabilities 
of the Soil and Climate of that Colony, I do not hesitate to 
venture an Opinion that in none of His Majesty's Colonies 
does there admit of a better prospect of success to Emigrants 
than at the Cape of Good Hope, under a judicious system and 
plan for establishing them in the outset, calculated to meet 
the peculiarities to which that Colony is subject. 

Without adverting to a former Emigration or its results, 
there never existed the least grounds to suppose for one moment 
that the population of the Cape is in any degree equal to its 
means of Subsistence, such conclusions would be founded on 
the most erroneous Opinions, Method and Industry under the 
superintendance of experienced Agriculturists in the work of 
production when placed upon a proper footing cannot fail of 
success. 

Every British Subject possessed of small Capital on his 
arrival in the Colony necessarily becomes the hirer of White 
Labour, unless from the scarcity of it or the misconduct of the 
Servants occasioned by that scarcity, he has been compelled to 
become a Slave Owner. 

This demand has not been the consequence of the high 
profits derived by the employer, but has taken place in spite 
of the disadvantages under which the whole community but 
more particularly the agriculturists labour. 

That the introduction of free Labour is the most certain 
method of diminishing Slavery, there can be no question, as 
every new importation of Emigrants into the Colony, even 
Under any circumstances, most sensibly lowers the price of the 
slave, and as free labour encreases that of slaves will decrease 
and the slave proprietor will gradually and ultimately emanci­
pate the whole. 

It appears that the present moment is particularly favourable 
for the introduction of Labour and Capital Conjointly, and the 
scheme which has been in agitation for some time past for the 
formation of a Joint Stock Company for the Cape, a part of 
Which scheme being for the purpose of encouraging Emigration, 
has induced me to remain silent on the outline of the plan I 
~uggested to the Commissioners of Inquiry and Earl Bathurst 
in the expectation and hope that some step would be taken to 
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carry the views of the Company into effect, which cannot fail 
to bring forward those resources and Capabilities of the Cape 
which have never yet been brought into action, and until 
Capital and Labour go hand in hand must remain Dormant. 

In respect to the motion on Friday night and the grant of 
£30,000 voted for the Encouragement of Emigration from the 
South of Ireland, I beg leave to take the Liberty of Inquiring 
whether any part of that grant will be appropriated to forwarding 
Emigration to the Cape, or has the matter been misstated in 
some of the Daily Journals. 

In reference to the Memorial which I had the honor of for­
warding to your Department on Saturday last, previous to my 
becoming acquainted with the matter in question, the subject 
of this Letter prevented my alluding to the Circumstance in 
that Statement, or I should otherwise have taken the liberty of 
Drawing your attention to the subject of my proposition for 
supplying the settlers of Albany and the Colony with Labour, 
although I am decidedly of opinion that the Introduction of 
Capital and labour would be of much more benefit and effect to 
the Colony, if Introduced under one and the same auspices. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) D. P. FRANCIS. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from EARL BATHURST to the Cm,rMISSIONERS OF ENQUIRY. 
DOWNING STREET, LONDON, 20tl1 April 1825, 

GENTLEMEN,-! transmit to you enclosed a Paper explana­
tory of the views which have prompted several respectable 
individuals in this Country to propose the formation of an 
Agricultural and Commercial Company at the Cape of Good 
Hope, to which I add some correspondence which has taken 
place between those Parties and my Office upon the subject. 

Although I am not disposed to doubt that the expenditure 
of a large amount of Capital in the manner proposed, could 
fail, under the direction of a number of enterprising and intel­
ligent individuals to promote the general prosperity of the 
Colony, yet I have felt it necessary to decline encouraging, 
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their undertaking, until I shall have satisfied myself by com­
munication with the Colony, not only that the concessions 
which these individuals require are proper to be granted, but 
the parties concerned have not deceived themselves by forming 
an illusory or an exaggerated estimate of the Return which 
may be expected to accrue to them for their expenditure of 
capital and exertions. 

The enquiries which you will have instituted into the extent 
of unoccupied lands, into the fitness of the soil for the various 
purposes of Agriculture, and into the means which may most 
advantageously be employed for bringing those lands into 
cultivation, will have fully enabled you to furnish me with such 
information as may assist me in deciding upon the propriety 
of obtaining, and under what conditions, the sanction of the 
Crown to the proposed undertaking ; and I have to instruct 
you to transmit to me at your earliest convenience a full report, 
upon the various Subjects connected with the consideration of 
that project. I am &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from R. \VILMOT HORTON, EsQRE., to the REVEREND 
WM. GEARY. 

DOWNING STREET, 20th April 1825. 

Srn,-With reference to the communication ,-,hich was made 
to you from this office on the 14th Inst., I am directed by Earl 
Bathurst to request that you will without delay transmit to me 
for his Lordship's information such documents or statements 
as you may feel desirous of offering in explanation of your 
claim to the reimbursement of the expenditure incurred by you 
in improving the house which you occupied at Graham's Town. 

I am &c. 

(Signed) R. W. HORTON. 

[In reply to the above letter a statement was sent in with 
accounts amounting to £556 14s. 6d. It cannot be necessary 
now to give the whole of the documents in this case, which fill 
a volume.-G. 1\L T.] 
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[Copy.] 

Gooernment .A.dwmatmfflt. 

B~pla""'"°"" of 1M Pr°"'8t0ft8 of 1M Pr~ of 1M lsei 
MOICh, 1823; lo be made lo 1M Slaw Populano,a lhrouglaotd 
11M Ool,ong, by 11M Local .A.tdlaoritiu. 

Very erroneous and mistaken notiona having n • bi 
by some of the 81a in this Colony, relati e to the Pro • • ona 
for their protection in the Proclamation of the 1 h h, 
1823, it become DSC41l181.iry to e lain to them the real 
nature of thQ88 Proviaiona,~d to repeat te them, what • 
8xPlre881Y declared in the 24:th Cla of that Proclamation:­
" that the Property of the Proprieto , in their lav ,~d 
their j118t Claim to their rvi , are not, in any degree, 
affected thereby." 

The advantages ured to the Jav by that Proclamation. 
are as follows :-

lat.-They are r any other 
or , but for do 
2nd. ooh 

from of. 

the neigh . 
OODND' of their 

Ma1Tiq;ea to be 
Emegistered. 

Gth.-Marrtecl not 
their lawful Children 

8th.-
the ' h 

their birth : and 
belonging, are to be allo 
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The evidence, also, of a Christian Slave, on Oath, is to be 
received the same as that of any other Christian. 

7th.-The Property of Slaves acquired by extra work, or by 
any other honest means, is secured to them ; and they are 
entitled to the free disposal of it, either during their lives, or 
by will at their death. The last declaration of a Slave, relative 
to the disposal of his Property, (provided he dies intestate, and 
has no husband, wife, or child,) if made before two witnesses 
of the age of 25, assembled for the purpose, will be held valid, 
provided such disposal be not in favour of either of the two 
witnesses. 

8th.-A proper and sufficient supply of Clothing and Food 
is also secured to the Slaves; and they are moreover exempted 
from working more than 10 hours per day, in the Winter, or 
12 hours per day in the Summer, except during the ploughing 
or harvest seasons, or on extraordinary occasions, when remu­
neration in money, or additional food must be made to them. 

9th.-Domestic Punishment is never to exceed 25 Lashes, 
and is only to be inflicted by the Proprietor, Employer, or 
Overseer, (not being a Slave;) except where the Proprietors are 
Females,-or infirm,-or suffering from Disease,-and have no 
Free Person in their employ. 

l0th.-If the Slaves have any just cause of Complaint, they 
must apply to the Local Authorities, who are bound to listen 
to their Complaints, and to do them Justice ;-but, on the 
other hand, if the Complaints of the Slaves be proved un­
founded, they will be punished for such false accusation, 
according to Law. 

Such are the Benefits,-and very considerable Benefits they 
are,-which are secured to the Slaves by the above Proclama­
tion; and His Majesty's Government will continue to watch 
over their Interests and their Happiness, so long as the Slaves 
render themselves worthy of such attention, by a zealous and 
faithful performance of the Duties and Obedience they owe to 
their Proprietors ;-and it is strongly recommended to all the 
Slaves in this Colony, now that they have distinctly been made 
aware of the real views of Government towards them, not to 
listen to the false tales of artful and designing Persons, whose 
only object is to lead them into Error and into Crime ;-a 
dreadful example of which has recently been afforded, in the 
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just and well-merited Punishment inflicted on the Murderers 
in the Bokkeveld. 

Cape of Good Hope, 20th April, 1825. 

By Command of His Excellency the Governor. 

(Signed) R. PLASKET, Secretary to Government. 

[Copy.] 

.Zl1 emorial to LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

To His Excellency the Right Honorable Lord Charles Henry 
Somerset, Governor and Commander in Chief, &c., &c., &c. 

May it please Your Excellency. 
The undersigned Settlers and other Inhabitants of the 

district of Albany, beg leave most respectfully to solicit the 
attention of Your Excellency to the very great difficulties to 
which they are daily subjected from the want of available 
labor to carry on their various employments, by which the 
improvement of this part of the Colony has already been 
greatly retarded, and the full development of its capabilities 
prevented. 

From the small number of laborers originally introduced 
into the Settlement, the expiration of their indentures and their 
subsequent success, that number has been continually dimi­
nishing to the great detriment of the agricultural and other 
classes, and from the consequent competition the rate of wages 
is become so exorbitantly high, that those who are compelled 
to comply with the extravagant terms required, find it impos­
sible to procure a sufficient number to enable them to take 
advantage of the otherwise improving circumstances of the 
Settlement, an advantage now only to be gained by those who 
possess the means of Labor within their own Families. 

This evil having now reached a point at which it becomes 
incumbent on the undersigned to request that Your Excellency 
may be pleased to recommend to His Majesty's Government 
some effectual means for removing the difficulties under which 
they now labor, and under which they must eventually sink if 
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unsupported, they beg leave to suggest to Your Excellency the 
advantage that would accrue to this district from the importa­
tion of a number of Indentured Servants from England, pro­
vided the expence of Transport could be defrayed by Govern­
ment as the means of the undersigned from repeated failures 
are inadequate to meet the advance of Capital that would be 
required for this purpose, and they pledge themselves to fulfil 
the terms stated in the accompanying document, to which they 
beg to refer Your Excellency, trusting that you may be pleased 
to approve of this plan which in the opinion of those best 
acquainted with the circumstances and Situation of the Settlers, 
appears to be the only mode of remedying the evils they are at 
present exposed to, and the best calculated to give a new 
impetus to their industry, which only wants the means of being 
put into action to insure the entire success of the first Emigra­
tion ; and they also trust that this pledge will be a sufficient 
guarantee to His Majesty's Government for the due provision 
of the Indentured individuals after their arrival in this Country. 
And if further evidence should be required of the capability of 
this Settlement to absorb a large amount of Laboring popula­
tion, the circumstance of the Majority of the Servants (brought 
out) having been more successful than their former Masters, 
and now being in a condition to employ Servants themselves, 
may be adduced. 

As it appears extremely desirable that the Employer and 
Servants should be well acquainted with each other's objects, 
and particularly that the latter should be aware of what he has 
to expect, not only as to wages but also as to the nature of the 
Service required of him, and the circumstances of the Colony, 
the undersigned think it necessary that some person possessing 
the requisite information should take the Management of the 
Emigration, and have accordingly deputed Mr. Frederick 
Carlisle to lay their petition before Your Excellency, and to 
proceed to England for the purpose of superintending the 
engagement, Embarkation &c. of such persons as may be 
Willing to indenture themselves, provided your Excellency may 
be pleased to forward and recommend to His Majesty's Govern­
ment the present application. 

The undersigned at the same time beg leave to state to Your 
Excellency that as the Gentleman now selected by them is not 

 

 



60 Records of the Gape Colony. 

desirous of reaping any pecuniary advantage from his superin­
tendance beyond his bare personal expences, they respectfully 
request that Your Excellency (in transmitting this proposal for 
the consideration of His Majesty's Government) may be 
pleased to suggest the expediency of granting a sum of Money 
to defray such reasonable expences as he may incur. 

And your Petitioners will ever pray &c. 

Albany, 20th April 1825. 

(Signed) D. CAMPBELL GEO. DYASON 
THOS. PHILIPPS JOHN HOPE 
CHAS. DALGAIRNS P. RETIEF 
A. B. DIETZ ALEX. BIGGAR 
JOHN CARLISLE C. T. THORNHILL 
R. N. DUNN ROBERT PRICE 
JOHN CRAUSE JOHN PRATT 
ALEX. KIDWELL JOHN BUCKLEY 
GEORGE FUTTER JOHN GIDDENS 
JOHN BLAKEMORE SAML. BIRTS 
BENJ. WRIGHT R. HARNEY 
W. R. THOMPSON THOS. KEMPSTER 
A. KIDWELL ROB. POLE 
WM. SMITH JOHN KENNY 
J. LATHAM JOHN PHILLIPS 
H. LATHAM WM. MILLER 
WM. AUSTIN JOHN BATEMAN 
WM. WRIGHT DAVID LEWIS 

Jos. WALKER W. OGILVIE 

JAS. WEEKS JOHN SANDERS 

JAS. CARNAY JOHN MOODIE 

JOHN MANDY Rn. WHITEHEAD 

Tnos. HARTLEY Jos. GARLAND 

R.N. RUBRIDGE, R.N. WR. GRIFFITHS 

WM. CocK C. ADCOCK 

JOHN SMITH RoB. HENMAN 

D. w. DONALD WM. ELLIOTT 

WM. LEE JER. HONEY 

GEO. SOUTHEY WM. TROTTER 

F. s. SMITH Tnos. Hoon 
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J. W. HILES 

WM. HOLDER 

D. & w. C. HOBSON 

JAS. WARD 

RICHD. BRADSHAW 

SAML. BONNIN 

JAMES VICE 

SAML. JAMES 

RICHD. FREEMANTLE 

HENRY FULLER 

JOHN CURTAS 

B. JAMES 

J. RAFFERTY 

Enwn. PHILIPPS 

w. GILFILLAN 

JOHN THORNHILL 

MILES BOWKER 

H. A. CRAUSE 

s. BIDDULPH 

J. BURNET BIDDULPH 

s. H. BRADSHAW 

WM. BOARDMAN 

CHAS. CRAUSE 

JOHN C. CHASE 

J. COLLIS 

w. H. WILLIAMS 

JOHN KENNAY 

RICHD. HAYHURST 

D. HOLLAND 

THOS. REASON 

JOHN H. DIXON 

w. S'l'ANTON 

JAS. WHEELER 

C. STONE 

D. LEWIS 

T. CUMMING 

PHILIP DIXIE 

C. MACKAY 

R. HALE 

RICHD. TAINTON 

JOHN NORTON 

G. MERISON 

WILL. WAIT 

R. M. BONY 

CHAS. PENNY 

JOHN RAY 

DANL. PAGE, SEN. 

p. VALLENTINE 

J. USHER 

R. RODGERS 

THOS. GINHAM 

J. DonNow 

WM. PIKE 

GEo. MuGGLETON 

H. GRADWELL 

THOS. PEEL 

JOHN BAILIE 

CHAS. MouNcEY 

JON. WAINWRIGHT 

CHAS. COCKROFT 

En. DRIVER 

ISAAC DY ASON' SENR. 

JOHN H. SMITH 

R. WICKS 

w. CURRIE 

ALEX. BISSET 

J. PAWLE 

SAML. BENNETT 

H. HUNTLEY 

JOHN WILLIS 

P. LOWLE, JR. 

C. STONE 

w. SMITH 

F. s. TIMS 

JAs. CowIE 

MARY GOWAN 

NEL LANGHANT 

R. GODLONTON 

THOS. JARMAN 

I. JOHNSON, R.N. 
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WM. ROBERTS 

T. F. COWDEROY 

WM. CAWOOD 

JAS. CAWOOD 

ROB. STOCK 

J. H. HEATH 

DAVID CA WOOD 

WM. GRADWELL 

[Copy.] 

Report of the COMMISSIONERS OF INQUIRY. 

Loan from the Treasury, for Relief of the Sufferers by the Tempest 
in July 1822. 

CAPE TOWN, CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, 

21st April 1825. 

MY LoRD,-On the 30th May last, soon after our return to 
Cape Town, we had the honour to receive your Lordship's 
despatch of the 31st January 1824, directing us to report, for 
the information of His Majesty's Government, our opinion of 
the expediency of the measures which his Excellency Lord 
Charles Somerset had considered it necessary to adopt, with a 
view to relieve the distresses of the inhabitants of the Cape of 
Good Hope ; and that we should also report upon the dis­
tribution which his Lordship proposed to make of the sum of 
£125,000 sterling, for which he was authorized to draw upon 
the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury, agreeably 
to the arrangements sanctioned by your Lordship's despatch 
of the 15th November 1822. 

Having ascertained, in our personal communications with 
his Excellency the Governor, immediately after the receipt of 
your Lordship's instructions, that he had no intention of 
negotiating any further drafts upon His Majesty's Treasury 
on this account, and that the amount that had been drawn 
between the 4th November 1823 and the 6th January 1824, 
did not exceed £35,097 10s. 7d., of which £30,000 had been 

Note.-The calculations in the current denomination of rixdollars have 
been preserved in the following Report, for the convenience of reference to 
the documents in the Appendix; and the conversion of the rixdollars into 
sterling value has been made at the rate of eighteen pence per rixdollar, a. 
value that does not differ materially from the average rate at which the 
drafts upon His Majesty's Treasury were negotiated. 
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absorbed in redeeming the issues of paper currency that had 
been created to relieve the distress occasioned by the storms 
that occurred in the month of July 1822, and in replacing the 
colonial funds that had been antecedently applied to the relief 
of the agriculturists who had sustained loss from the failure of 
their crops in successive seasons, we were induced to postpone 
for a few weeks the execution of your Lordship's instructions, 
in order that we might enter upon the special inquiry that we 
had received your Lordship's directions to institute, and which 
had been delayed on account of our absence in the country 
districts. 

We have now the honour to report to your Lordship, that 
in the month of July 1822, a severe storm, accompanied with 
heavy rains, occurred in Cape Town, and in the contiguous 
districts of the Cape, Stellenbosch and Tulbagh, the con­
tinuance of which, with but little intermission during several 
days, occasioned a great destruction of property, especially in 
buildings, and produced a very general apprehension that the 
vineyards and cultivated lands would be injured by the floods, 
which in some situations had carried away the soil, or deposited 
heaps of sand, which much labour would be required to remove. 
The communications with the remote districts of the colony 
being intercepted by the overflow of the rivers, it was not at 
first known how far the devastation occasioned by the storm 
had extended, and his Excellency the Governor being anxious 
to anticipate the sufferings of the inhabitants by obtaining 
timely relief for them, appears to have hastened the departure 
of Major Cloete upon receiving the reports of the magistrates 
in Cape Town, and from the districts of the Cape, Stellenbosch 
and Tulbagh. In the apprehension of receiving si1nilar com­
munications from the remoter district , his Lordship was led 
to consider tlrnt £100,000 would be required to relieve the 
agriculturists, and £25,000 to restore the public buildings. 

The failure of the crops throughout the colony in preceding 
Years, occasioned by seasons of intense drought, and the 

. recurrence of blight in the corn, had induced the Governor to 
advance from the colonial fund , in the month of June 1822, 
for relief of the agriculturists, the sum of 200,000 rixdollars, 
Which was directed to be lent in sums not exceeding 5,000 rix­
dollars, to landed proprietors who could give full ecurity for 
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the repayment of the principal to the Lombard Bank, by the 
usual instalments of six per cent in the country districts, and 
of ten per cent in Cape Town, together with an interest of six 

per cent per annum, according to the 
Viz. I. To the Inhabitants regulations of that establishment. These 

of Cape Town and . . 
District Rds. 81 ,933 advances, whrnh were made to the m-

2. Stellenbosch 92,050 habitants of the five districts consti-
3. Swellendam 9,933 tuting the south western division of 
4• George • • 87•2°066° the colony, and in the proportions 
5. Worcester -

' exhibited in the margin, were stated to 
be derived from the following sources, viz :-

Rd,. 
From the colonial treasury (advance) . 100,000 
From the " Rix Dollar 500,000 Fund," created by 

Sir John Cradock in 1812, for the execution of 
public works . 50,000 

From the proceeds of the government farm estab-
lished for the supply of the troops on the frontier 
districts . 50,000 

200,000 

And as it was declared that these issues did not arise from 
any new creation of paper currency, directions were given that 
it should not be added to the capital of the hank, but a separate 
account was to be kept of the principal and interest, with a 
view to the reimbursement of the colonial treasury. The diH­
tributions were made pursuant to these instructions, and 
according to lists that have been furnished to us by the bank. 

On the 8th of August 1822, and immediately after the severe 
storms already mentioned, the Governor published a further 
proclamation, in which it was declared that the relief before 
extended to the agriculturists had not left sufficient means at 
the disposal of the colonial treasury to meet the new exigency ; 
and that his Lordship deemed it advisable to direct the pre­
paration and issue of a sum of 200,000 rixdollars (£15,000) of 
paper money, which, though constituting a present addition to 
the paper in circulation, was not permanently to be added to 
the colonial currency, but to be redeemed and destroyed as 
soon as the measures which were then adopting for the relief of 
the sufferers were completed. 

Ninety thousand rixdollars (£6,750) were distributed in 
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loans from this fund to inhabitants of the Cape and Stellen­
bosch districts, between the 30th August 1822 and the 15th 
January 1823. Five thousand five hundred rixdollars 
(£412 10s.) were advanced on the 7th February 1823 to the 
inhabitants of Simon's Town; and on the 15th January 1823, 
one hundred thousand rixdollars (£7,500) were advanced to 
the magistracy of Tulbagh, for the purpose of defraying in 
part the expenses attending the erection of new public buildings 
at Worcester, to replace thoi:;e at Tulhagh, which were reported 
to have received such serious injury from the tempest, that it 
Would be inadvisable to repair them. These loans, bearing an 
interest of six per cent per annum, were directed to be made 
through the respective boards of the district magistracy, who, 
together with the district at large, were declared to be ulti­
mately responsible for the principal and interest advanced; 
that the repayment was to be made by instalments of ten per 
cent, to commence after the lapse of two years ; and that any 
defalcation should be made good by increased assessments upon 
the districts. 

On the 1st August 1823, an advance of 7,000 rixdollars 
(£525) was made to two inhabitants of the district of GraafI 
Reinet, who had represented that their crops had been destroyed 
by the rust; and on the 30th December 1823, an advance of 
2,250 rixdollars (£169) was made to six emigrant settlers in 
Albany, who had suffered from the storm and flood that 
occurred in October of that year. 

In the statement that we have the honour to transmit, your 
Lordship will also observe that several advances were made 
during the year 1824, and suh,cqucntly to the negotiation of 
the drafts upon His Majesty's Treasury. In March 1824, 
3,333 rixdollars (£250) were lent for the erection of a missionary 
chapel at Stellenbosch; and in May 182.J., 3,000 rixdollars 
(£225) to an inhabitant of that district, whose property had 
been destroyed by fire. In September, 2,692 rixdollar:.; were 
advanced to the district of Swcllendam, for the relief of one of 
tl_ic inhabitants who had complained of loss from the failure of 
his crops. In ,July 1824, 7,000 rixdollars were advanced to 
c~rtain British settlers in Albany ; and, accordiug to the 
account furnished to us, various sums, amounting to 11. 3!)2 rix­
clollars, were advanced to them between the 10th Augu:-;t and 

X~. F 
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the 5th of November 1824; and a further advance of 18,500 rix­
dollars was made on the 28th December 1824, to be distributed 
in loans to the settlers in Albany, through the medium of the 
district board. 

The several advances that have been enumerated compre­
hend, with the exception of a trifling balance, the appropriation 
of the entire sum of £35,097 drawn for by Lord Charles Somerset 
on His Majesty's Treasury. 

We have now the honour to report to your Lordship, that 
according to the best information we have been enabled to 
obtain, the effects of the storms that occurred in the month of 
July 1822 were severely felt in Cape Town, and in the districts 
of the Cape and Stellenbosch, and in parts of Tulbagh; and 
we beg to refer your Lordship to the returns of the damage 
caused to the property of individuals who were claimants for 
relief, and from which it appears that 626 of the inhabitants of 
the Cape and Stellenbosch districts, and 65 inhabitants of Cape 
Town, suffered loss from dilapidation of buildings. We are at 
the same time bound to observe, that from the defective mode 
in which buildings are commonly constructed in this colony 
(the expense of mortar occasioning the substitution of mud), 
they are dependent upon a coating of plaster for protection 
from the effects of the ordinary rains, and that the continuance 
of rain for successive days might at all times be expected to 
cause much destruction of property in the colony. The 
ordinary structure of the Dutch farm-houses, with front gables, 
tends also to expose the walls to saturation, by the deposit of ' 
moisture in the angles of the roof, which in the country is 
usually of thatch; while the terraced roofs of houses in Cape 
Town are also exposed to injury from tho use of unseasoned 
timber and other bad materials. We are led to make these 
observations from the frequent injuries that are sustained by 
buildings of this description in the western part of the colony, 
where the periodical rains arc copious, and as buildings of a 
more substantial and durable structure have been found to 
remain uninjured from tho severest storms, and during a long 
succession of years. 

On tho receipt of communications from the remoter districts, 
it became apparent that the effects of tho storm had not 
extended beyond the western division of the colony ; and 
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although it was reported, by the Landdrost of Tulbagh, that 
several dwelling-houses in the town had suffered severely, and 
that some of the crops had been washed away by the torrents, 
the principal object of the report of this magistrate was to 
represent the state of the public buildings at Tulbagh. As 
this, and subsequent reports of a similar nature from the same 
person, have led to the appropriation of the large sum of 
100,000 rixdollars (£7,500) for the pmpose of erecting a new 
establishment at Worcester, and transferring thither the seat 
of the provincial magistracy, that had for upwards of twenty 
years been fixed at Tulbagh, and as it is a measure that was 
adopted in opposition to the earnest remonstrances of many of 
the inhabitants of the remoter subdivisions, who suffered great 
inconveniency by it, and to the inhabitants of the village of 
Tulbagh, whose property was greatly deteriorated in value by 
the removal, we deem it necessary to submit to your Lordship, 
in this place, a somewhat detailed explanation of the circum­
stances under which it was effected, and of the result to which 
it has led. 

It appears that the principal reason that influenced the 
determination of the colonial government, was the very slow 
increase that had taken place in the population of the town of 
Tulbagh, in spite of the great attractions that are created by 
the circumstance of its having been the seat of a drostdy, or 
the residence of the chief magistrate, and still more of its con­
taining the church and the residence of the clergyman of the 
district. The establishment of Tulbagh took place in the year 
l80t, during the occupation of the colony by the Batavian 
government; and it was formed by the separation of the 
northern divisions of the Stellenbosch district, adjoining the 
dh,trict of Graaff Reinet. The village had previously existed 
with the church establishment, to which was attached a 
spacious house for the residence of the clergyman, and the use 
of an excellent garden, and land adjoining. 

We understand that it was contemplated by the Batavian 
authorities to have appropriated this house to the district 
n_iagistrate, for which it wa • well adapted, being at the same 
tin1e far too spacious for the parsonage ; but for reasons that 
arc not explained, the erection of a new mansion was determined 
on. An estate contiguous to the village was purchased for 
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20,000 guilders (£500), and a donation of 25,000 rixdollars 
(£1,875) was made by government towards the erection of the 
mansion. An advance was made of a like sum for the erection 
of other public buildings required for completion of the estab­
lishment; and a further donation of 4,000 rixdollars (£300) 
was subsequently made by Sir David Baird for the completion 
of a handsome portico to the house ; with exception of the 
foregoing gratuities, amounting to 29,000 rixdollars (£2,175), 
the expenses of establishing the seat of magistracy at Tulbagh 
devolved on the inhabitants of the new district, who contributed 
by carting and carrying the materials for the buildings, and 
who ultimately redeemed the debt of 25,000 rixdollars to the 
general treasury, together with other expenses which were 
subsequently incurred, to the amount of 8,333 rixdollars, for 
the erection of additional buildings. 

From considerations more of private than of public interest, 
the drostdy house had been placed at a distance of two miles 
from the original village of Tulbagh ; and a house for the 
district secretary, a gaol, and a house for the gaoler, were 
subsequently erected and paid for out of the district funds. 
A competition seems thus to have been encouraged in the 
increase of the two villageR, and the growth of the larger and 
more ancient of the two was impeded by some unnecessary 
restriction upon the Rale of certain portionR of the church land, 
which the elders had consented to alienate for the enlargement 
of the town. The separation of the officeR in which the busineRR , 
of the district was carried on from the village of Tulbagh (or 
Church-Rtreet) tended likewise to impede the growth of the 
latter, as one of the principal sources of gain to the inhabitantR 
of drostdy towns arises from the influx of the inhabitantR of 
the distant districts for the purpose of transacting busineRR 
and paying their proportion of the annual taxes. 

The Rituation of the village was not ill chosen, either with 
respect to the Rupply of water, or as a place of reRort to the 
inhabitantR of the northern and eaRtern districts of the colony 
paRRing to and from Cape Town. It is placed at one encl of a 
fertile valley that lies between the two great ranges of moun­
tains that form natural barriers to the western and eastern 
districts of the colony. The approach to the valley through 
the eastern range is effected by a mountainou-, road called 
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\Vitzenberg Pass, that is capable of great improvement; and 
it is hy this pass that the cattle and sheep that supply the 
market of Cape Town are driven, for the purpose of avoiding 
the dangerous passage of the Hex ltivcr, that lea~ through 
the pass into the plain of ,vorcester. The road that leacL'! 
from the valley of Tulbagh to Cape To,vn, passes t.hrough a 
kloof or opening in the western range of mountains called 
Hoodesand Kloof, of not very dillicult ascent, having the 
village of Tulbagh aL a distance of three miles on the right. 

Notwithstanding these advantages of pm,ition, thl'y bad 
fo.ilc<l to produce tho increase that htid been l'xpect.ed in lho 
population of 'fulbagh. Tho nu1uber of houi-es in Church­
i:;treet previously to iho cstu.blishn1cnt. of '.rulbagh as a i-eaL of 
inagistrucy, ,vas represented to have been fourteen, and i.hi:; 
nu1nber had only been augmented to thirty-seven in the cour~o 
of twenty years. On the church land that was at lcugt,h J>C'l'­

mitted to he disposed of to new scttlen, in 1821, four houses 
had been built, and the foundation of l,wo others had been 
laid. The allotment:! in favourable situatioru; had also 
augn1ented in value. 

l1nprest-ied with thc:;e cireumstaneei,, and with the greater 
advantage:; of posiLion of lhe plain of ,vo1·cesler, which he 
visited in 1817, Lord Charles Somct'hct rc:-:olvccl l0 make it tht• 
seat of a suh-droslcly. 'fwo cstatcc. thaL now constilulc the 
site of Utt' lown of \,\' orce,:,,t,cr, U1e huuldrost,'s fal'ln and residence, 
were purchased in the year 1818 for 140,000 gnildcrs (£3,500) 
by 1neans o( an advance to the district from the Lo111bnrcl 
Bank, ,vhicb waR io he repaid hy the sale of builditlg allotn1cnl:-. 
The formation of this cstablish1nent was rcco1nmcnded by the 
~Ortner nuigiistratc of Tnlbagh, who contemplated nn itnprovi11g 
tnlcrroursr through that part of the country fro1n the opening 
uf a new roa<l over the wc~lcrn range of 1nount1tini; called llu• 
·• J!'rench Hook,'' w11ich is now nC'arly romplct.ed, and which 
will cortninly rendC'r the pasimgc hetwren the ca:4ern di:;tric-1,s 
nnrl Capo Town 1norc direct tbnn l>y '\Yit.zenbcrg Pa~s and the 
llooder1,uul K.loof. 

'rhe i1nprovomoni., however. of a. very <lillicuJt, pm,s called 
" Du Toit\; Kloof," and leading directly out of U10 vallty of 
'~orccstcr, would Htill be uccest1ary to M•cure Lo the town llnd 
d1~trict, a full purticipaliou in tht•Hc f,u.: ilitil':-i of conunuuicatiou. 
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The soil of the valley of Worcester is peculiarly fertile, and 
the command of water more considerable than is usually found 
i.n situations where attempts have been made to form new 
Bettlements. Its selection for a sub-drostdy was justified, we 
think, by these and other advantages, to the natural operation 
of which might have been left the progressive augmentation 
of the town, and the future establishment of a more extensive 
jurisdiction. We are bound to observe, however, that some 
material objections apply at present to the situation as the 
seat of a drostdy or chief magistracy, which it has been thought 
right to remove from Tulbagh, leaving only at the latter place 
a subordinate magistrate, named a "special heemraad," whose 
jurisdiction is so very limited that nearly all the inhabitants 
of the district find it necessary to resort to Worcester for the 
transaction of their business ; an addition is thus made to the 
length of their journeys, and they are exposed to great difficulty 
as well as detention from the sudden rising of the rivers that 
cross the principal roads leading to Worcester. These difficul­
ties impede the progress of all travellers, and as they cannot 
be avoided while the passes are unimproved, and are attended 
with danger to cattle and sheep, the road by Tulbagh is most 
frequently preferred to that of the Hex Valley and Worcester. 
It is further observable, that the latter place is situated at the 
south-western extremity of the district. It was upon a view 
of these circumstances that a sub-drostdy was established at 
Worcester; but it was not until the heavy storm that occurred 
in 1822 that the resolution was adopted of transferring thither 
the drostdy and seat of provincial magistracy. The letter of the 
landdrost addressed to the colonial government, and describing 
the damage that had been done to the drostdy and public 
buildings at Tulbagh, was the immediate motive of this resolu­
tion, although, in an answer of the (,overnor that was made to a 
memorial of several of the inhabitants of Tulbagh, complaining 
of the injury that the removal would occasion to their property 
there, it was stated that "the measure had for some time been 
in contemplation, and had not been adopted without the fullest 
consideration." 

It does not appear to us that the heemraden, or members of 
the district council, had been consulted upon this measure; 
but they express their concurrence in the expediency of the 
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arrangements that were proposed to defray the expenses of 
making a new establishment at Worcester, and upon which the 
removal of the seat of magistracy from Tulbagh appears to 
have been ultimately decided by the colonial government. 

It had been reported by the landdrost of Tulbagh, soon after 
his appointment in April 1822, that the drostdy house and 
buildings stood in need of much repair, and the expense was 
estimated at 5,000 rixdollars. On the 17th July 182:t, the 
landdrost in reporting the effects of the rains that had fallen, 
represented to the colonial government that the buildings at 
Tulbagh had received so much injury that the estimate of 
repairs before given in would be greatly exceeded. This was 
followed by another report of the landdrost alone, that the 
storm that had commenced on the 19th July, and had con­
tinued without intermission till the 25th, had destroyed or 
rendered unfit for habitation the whole of the buildings apper­
taining to the seat of magistracy. We conceive that this 
statement, written under the impression of the general and 
extensive damage that the storm had occasioned, was not 
justified by the injury that the buildings had sustained. 

The drostdy house, which is a spacious and substantial 
building, and much more extensive than would be required for 
the landdrost's accommodation, had certainly s1rntained some 
injury, and especially in the end walls of the gables, and in 
that part of a flat roof that covered a portion of a principal 
passage. Some of the public offices that were detached from 
the principal building had suffered more material injury in 
consequence of their bad construction, but as no regular 
esLimatc was formed of the expenses that would have attended 
the repairs, we arc unable to form any precise opinion of the 
sum that would have been required to restore the buildings; 
but we think it right to add, that the individual who purchased 
the landdrost's house at Tulbagh has been able to inhabit it 
for the space of two years without incurring any greater 
expense than from 500 to 600 rixdollars (£37 to £45) in repair; 
and from the state in which the house appeared in the month 
of April of last year, we are of opinion that the sum of 6,000 
rixdollars (£450) would have been found ample to repair all 
the damage that it had sustained by the storm, and to have 
placed it in a very habitable condition. 
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The resolution of the government for the removal of the seat 
of magistracy from Tulbagh to Worcester, was finally passed 
on the receipt of an estimate of the sums that it was calculated 
the district could realizefor the purpose of defraying the expenses 
attending the erection of the new buildings. These sums it 
was proposed to raise from the sale of the government buildings 
at Tulbagh; a farm attached to the drostdy at some little 
distance; the proceeds of one hundred and forty-two building 
allotments in the new town of Worcester, and the produce of 
a new tax upon slaves in the district for three years; the col­
lective amount of which was estimated at 387,952 guilders 
(£lJ,699). Upon this estimate the sum of 100,000 rixdollars 
(£7,500) was advanced as a loan to the district, to be redeemed 
from the proposed funds as they might be progressively 
realized ; and it was directed to be exclusively applied to the 
erection of the usual buildings required at the seat of a district 
magistracy, consisting of a residence for the landdrost, court­
house and public offices for the landdrost, the secretary and 
his clerk ; the same for the district clerk and registrar of 
slaves; a church, a gaol, and messenger's house, with apart­
ments for the gaoler. The erection of the landdrost's house 
was commenced in January 1823, upon a plan that had been 
approved of by the Governor, and on the intimation that 
68,000 rixdollars was the amount c:;timated for the building 
by the inspector of public work:;. No detailed estimate or 
specification would appear to have been furnished for tho 
guidance of the builders; all contracts and purchases of 
materials were placed in the hand:; of the landdrmit, who also 
in the first instance superintended the execution of the work. 
This duty was afterwards tran:;ferred to a gentleman who had 
formerly served in the engineer department of the East India 
Company at Bombay, and who resided in the colony on account 
of his health. 

According to the accounts that were made up to the end of 
February of this year, the whole sum expended on the hou:;c 
amounted to nearly 87,000 rixdollars (£6,525), including a 
certain quantity of timber that may be applicable to other 
buildings, scaffolding, and the foundation walls of a gaol. It 
is expected that the house will be finished in July ; and in 
consequence of an alteration made in the height of the room1, 
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of the basement story, it is contemplated to apply some of 
them to the use of the landdrost and heemraden for holding 
their courts, for offices for the landdrost and his clerks, and the 
district secretary. 

No estimates have yet been framed of the other buildings 
that were ordered; but we have reason to think that the cost 
of the landdrost's house will not be less than 90,000 rixdollars 
(£6,750), and that the remaining portion of the sum advanced 
will be utterly insufficient to meet the charge of any other 
building. 

Having accounted to your Lordslup for the distribution of 
the funds realized by drafts upon His Majesty's Treasury, and 
having added such explanations as our inquiries have enabled 
U8 to afford, we now proceed, in obedience to your Lordship's 
instructions, to report our opinion of the expediency of the 
measures pursued by Lord Charles Somerset, in their applica­
tion to the relief of the inhabitants, and to the erection of 
public buildings. 

The advances to the amount of 200,000 rixdollars, that 
were made to the distressed agriculturists in June 1822, 
through the government bank, were expressly declared to be 
subject to the regulations by which that establishment, was 
guided in the loans it wa8 authorized to make from its own 
capital, and the bank became rcspon8iblc in tlrn same manner 
for the recovery of the :,;urns it, was thus empowered to advance. 
The usual conditions of its loans, which were made on mortgage 
of real property, and the responsibility of two personal secu­
rities, required the repayment of the principal ty instalments 
of six per cent per annum from inhabitants of the country 
districts, and ten per cent per annum from inhabitants of Cape 
Town and its environs, together with an interest of six per 
cent, per annum. 

The measure of negotiating these loans through the bank 
appears to us to have been in some respects judicious ; for as 
the paper currency, rcprc8enting the capital of that establish­
ment to the extent of 1,310,255 rixdollars, had already been 
negotiated in loans to the inhabitants upon the foregoing 
terms, and as great indulgence had been shown to individuals 
Who had failed to discharge their obligations, by which the 
accommodation had in many instances been indefinitely pro-
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longed, it, was dcsiral,lo thnl lho prc!'idcnt and dirootors of the 
hank should be npprizctl of tho applil'lttions uf individual~ for 
rcli<>f, many of ,, hon1 n1ight nlrendy have becu inclcbLctl to 
that e:-tahlblnnent in con<:iderab1o 1-mm,;, which they were 
unable clnly to r<'pay, although tho Rocurity ufionlcd by 1ln'n1 
n1igbt be un1pl£'. We accordingly find it stated by one of tho 
directors of the hank that they exPrcised their discretion in 
Rclecting from the nunwrous applicant:; the individuals who could 
afford the best ~ccurity for the ,.u111s to be achranc:cd to tlH•1n. 

In considering the ::,ourccs fron1 \\ hence these nch·ance~ lo 
Llw agriculturist.:,i wore derived, we have already observed that 
100,000 rixdollar,-, were contrihutecl fro1n Lho colonial revenues, 
50,000 rixdollars frorn the government farm on the frontier, 
and 50,000 rixclollars from the " ii00,000 Hixclollnr Pund " 
created hy Sir ,John Crndock for the 1>,xecution of public nork:s, 
ant.l which, by your Lordship's letter to Lord G'harh'R Sonwr1->cL 
of the 30th July 181 i, hnd been directed to he rcd<>cmed and 
cancelled. 

As tho appliciition to Jliq l\lejcsty'1-1 Govcnunent, would not, 
appear to have 1,cen eontcrnplnted n1 tho JH'riod when thoso 
colonial funds w1're pln<>cd at I he disposal of the hank for the 
l'l·licf of individuals, wo l\re to C<>ncludc- thn1, it wni; in tlw c·nn­
tt•mplation of th1) colonial go\·en1111cnL lo dcpe111l for their 
rcimb11r:-P1ncnts either upon the n•1murc1•i,; o{ tho hank, or 
eventually upon t,ho p111i...ies lo whotn Hw 11dvanc1• should he 
made through the bank ; ancl if tho dt•lny in th1• n·covc r.r of 
iii=; funds by i11staln1011t::1 fro111 the parties WC'rc lik<•ly to havo 
oecnsionrd any cmburra!"sJnl'nt 1.o th1, coloninJ gon•r111n<•nt, we 
suhmjt, that it would h:t\·e bl I'll prnctil·ahlo (;o ba\·o rec1uircd 
tho bank to make over to the gov(•r111nt>nt lho fin;t, insLal111t'nls 
of it:- enpital progrc:-sivt•ly reC'o, crcd fr1>n1 indiviclunls inrlohtcd 
Lo it, nn<l to lmxo c•ardccl the :-tun of 200,IIUO rixdollars 
ad vauccd under the prc,clan1alio11 of ,J unc I 822, to the account 
of it.,; outa:;tanding dcbLs. 

From n capital con,;i,-1 ing of l,:ll 0,2.35 rixdolla~. lent by the 
bnnk upon condition of rcpay111cut hy a111111al ir1stalmt•11tr-1, a 
::111n1 equal to the a1nount of t hcso ncl\·anccli n1ight Jul.\ o been 
cxpectcc.1 to be rcCOVl'L'Gd by the tinw that t,ho reirnuuri;ctncnt 
was ultimately effected hy drafts upon llis .'.\laje,;ty's troa:;ury; 
and ns it has Leen the pra.ctico of the bnnk lo re-issue it:; 
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capital in new loans to individuals, a practice that is still 
continued, this accommodation to the community of the Cape 
might have been legitimately suspended in redeeming to the 
colonial government the charge it had incurred expressly to 
relieve the agriculturists. 

From June 1822, when the advances were made, to December 
1823, when the amount was reimbursed, the sum of 196,891 rix­
dollars (£14,766) was issued in new loans from the bank; and 
as these were derived from the ordinary receipts of the instal­
ments of former loans that had become due to the bank within 
the period mentioned, the government might have reclaimed 
from this source the amount of its advances to agriculturists. 

On reference to the bank returns, we observe that in Feb­
ruary 1823, 100,000 rixdollars might thus have been repaid to 
the colonial treasury ; and in June 1823, a further sum of 
50,000 rixdollars could have been paid to the government 
farm; the remaining sum of _50,000 rixdollars, re-issued from 
the paper currency created for public works, might also, if 
required, have been redeemed in the course of the same year, 
without recourse to the funds of His Majesty's treasury; and 
the colonial government would have continued to receive the 
same interest of six per cent per annum upon the loans to the 
agriculturists, that it has done from the other inhabitants 
who received t,he accommodation from the bank. 

In the disposal of the fund that was deposited with the bank 
in June 1822, for the relief of the agriculturists, we have 
observed that the directors were allowed to exercise a discre­
tion; and according to their returns the sum bf 173,983 rix­
dollars (£13,048) would appear to have been distributed to 
inhabitants of the Cape and Stellenbosch districts; and 
25,200 rixdollars (£1,890) to inhabitants of Swellendam, 
Worcester, and George. The two former districts being more 
populous than the others might be expected to absorb the 
principal share of the relief afforded, and the failure of the 
crops in the interior parts of the country would be less severely 
felt, where the profits of the farmer depended more upon the 
breeding of stock than on the returns of agriculture ; this 
observation, however, is more applicable to the Cape district, 
in which corn is generally cultivated, than to Stellenbosch, 
whore wino is the principal produce. 

 

 



76 Records of the Cape Colony. 

In the extensive district of Graaff Reinet no advances were 
made by the bank pursuant to the proclamation of June 1822; 
and in reply to the overture of assistance held out by the 
government in 1823, after the receipt of advices from your 
Lordship, it was stated by the magistrate, that two individuals 
only were disposed to avail themselves of the offer; and from 
the subsequent explanations afforded by the same magistrate 
to ourselves, it would appear that one of those persons had 
withdrawn his request, and that the sum of 3,000 rixdollars 
(£225) remitted for him had subsequently been advanced, 
without sufficient attention to the original intentions of 
government, to a gentleman who had sold his land and relin­
quished his agricultural speculations. 

As the effects of the "rust" and of drought in the destruc­
tion of the corn crops had equally extended to the district of 
Graaff Reinet, the indisposition of the inhabitants to accept the 
proffered assistance on the terms proposed may be attributed 
to the fact of their chief dependence being placed upon their 
extensive pastures, and of the tillage of their farms being less 
a source of profit than of economy. The same considerations 
may have also weighed with the inhabitants in the remoter 
parts of the district of Tulbagh, although in the neighbourhood 
of the town the lands were more generally cultivated; and we 
have no doubt that many individuals would have accepLed 
relief if the loans had been tendered upon more indulgent 
terms. 

On the other hand, the correspondence furnished to us by 
the Governor, in explanation of the losses sustained by an 
inhabitant of Swellendam, who had memorialed his Excellency 
in August 1824, to be relieved from the payment of some 
arrears of taxes, would indicate the great distress to which the 
farmers of that district were exposed, who had participated to 
no greater extent than the districts of Tulbagh and of Graafi 
Reinet in the relief afforded through the bank. In adverting 
to this case, we would not appeal to it as exemplifying the 
condition to which the agriculturists of this colony had been 
reduced from the failure of their wheat crops. We are aware 
that in the district of Swellendam the cultivation of corn for 
the Cape market had increased ; according to the official 
return furnished to us the produce had augmented from 81,897 
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bushels that were raised in the year 1816, to 236,178 bushels 
raised in 1819. As the quantity of grain sown in the years 
1820 and 1821 exceeded the quantity sown in 1819, the losses 
occasioned by the failure in those years must have been con­
siderable; but the "rust" having been chiefly destructive of 
the wheat crops, a greater quantity of barley and oats were 
sown in 1822, and the general returns of that year were very 
favourable to the agriculturists, the whole quantity reaped 
being estimated at 226,674 bushels, which, though inferior in 
quality, was nearly equal in quantity to the produce of 1819. 
In 1823 the crops were again attacked by the "rust," and 
from the increased quantity of wheat sown in that year by the 
farmers of Swellendam, they must again have suffered con­
siderable loss. 

Under these circumstances the pressure of taxation occa­
sioned by district debts, antecedently contracted, bore heavily 
upon the farmers. . 

According to the lists furnished to us by the bank the claims 
of thirty-six of the principal inhabitants of Swellendam, who 
had applied for advances to the amount of 74,866 rixdollars 
(£5,614), were rejected, and only nine individuals in the district 
received advances, amounting in all to the sum of 9,933 rix­
dollars (£745). Comparing this amount with the considerable 
sums advanced to the agriculturists of the Cape district, and 
more particularly that of Stellenbosch, in which the cultivation 
of :corn had been a secondary object to the production of wine, 
We are of opinion that the farmers of Swellendam did not 
receive from the bank the due share of the i'elief to which 
the extent of their losses entitled them, provided the security 
they had to offer was not proved to be inadequate. At the 
same time we are constrained to observe, that the subsequent 
application in 1824 of the sum of 2,692 rixdollars (£202) to 
a distressed inhabitant of that district, named Fouche, was 
not justified either by the circumstances or the claims of that 
individual. The object of his memorial to the Governor was 
to obtain a remission of taxes, and to effect this object he 
pleaded his sufferings from absolute want, occasioned by the 
failure of his crops. The subsequent report of the magistrate 
to whom the Governor ref erred his memorial was calculated 
to discredit his statements; but even if the Governor had 
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felt justified in acceding to his request, by remitting the 
amount of his taxes, it was apparent that the same poverty 
which prevented him from paying the sum of 62 rixdollars, 
the amount of the district's claim for four years, would equally 
preclude him from affording adequate security for an advance 
of 2,692 rixdollars, for which the district at large was made 
responsible to the general treasury. We have but just ascer­
tained that the district board, influenced by these considera­
tions, has withheld the advance on account of the declared 
inability of this individual to afford the required security, and 
from the apprehension of loss to the district. 

There can be no doubt that much distress did prevail in the 
corn districts from the failure of the crops ; and we conceive, 
from the general accommodation that the bank has been allowed 
to afford to the colonists, that its resources might have been 
judiciously applied to the relief of the agriculturists; and that 
if the sum of 200,000 rixdollars had been advanced on indul­
gent terms from the colonial funds to such of the inhabitants 
throughout the colony as were proved to have suffered loss, 
and who could have afforded adequate security, that essential 
benefit would have been conferred; but that the real and 
personal security required by the bank, added to the high rate 
of interest of six per cent per annum, excluded many distressed 
individuals from a participation in the relief, which was ex­
tended rather to those who could afford the security required 
than to such as had sustained the greatest loss, and whose 
support was connected with the interest of the colony. 

Although we are of opinion that the negotiation of the loans 
through the bank was judicious, we conceive that the directors 
ought not to have been entrusted with the sole discretion in 
admitting or rejecting the applications of individuals. No 
returns were required from the magistrates or the district 
boards, and no reference for information appears to have been 
made to them by the directors of the bank : it is not, therefore, 
surprising that the relative claims of individuals were not 
duly considered; and we have the authority of the late 
lan<ldrost of Swellendam for stating, that many farmers of his 
district, whose claims were rejected by the bank, were in 
circumstances to have afforded the security required. 

J n the distribution of the funds applied to the relief of th 
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ufferers from the storms that occurred in July 1822, the 
paper money that was added to the amount alrMdy in circu­
lation as placed at the dispoaal of the district boards, who 
were held responsible for the recovery of the sums respecti ely 
entrusted to them; and although this measure was intended 
to secure the publio from the risk of eventual I , and was in 
conformity with a precedent tablished by the Batavian 
government in the advan made to the diatriot of tellenboech, 
we do not recognize the jUBtioe of imposing upon the inhabi­
tan of the diatriot in hioh the funds were distributed the 

naibility for sums advanced to individuals for their 
priva hen fit. Although the arrangement might be calou­
lated to induoe oaution in the magiatra: , it as apparent 
that anyi deficienoy ould require to be mad up by b' ioret&Be 
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in favour of those who had more immediate and more urgent 
claims to such assistance. 

The advance of the sum of 100,000 rixdollars (£7,500) for the 
erection of new public buildings at Worcester, from the paper 
currency created in August 1822, though constituting a legiti­
mate charge upon the district resources, we conceive to have 
been injudicious at a time that the colony at large had suffered 
so severely from the effects of the seasons, and when the 
colonial resources were declared to be inadequate to relieve 
the prevailing distress. The abrupt removal of the seat of 
magistracy from Tulbagh to ·worcester was injurious to many 
private interests, and inconvenient to the inhabitants of that 
district, with the exception of that portion of them who 
resided in the valley of Worcester, and whose convenience had 
been consulted by the establishment of the sub-magistracy at 
Worcester in 1818. 

The appointment of a special heemraad or petty magistrate 
to reside at Tulbagh, was not calculated to relieve the in­
habitants of the town from the inconvenience occasioned to 
them by the removal of the district board to Worcester ; and 
although by improving the passes in the mountains, and 
providing for the passage of the rivers, the new town of Wor­
cester may eventually become a place of more general resort, 
the expem;e that will be entailed by these undertakings will 
unavoidably delay their completion, and occasion tho 
inhabitants to be exposed for a considerable time to much 
inconvenience. 

The public buildings at Tulbagh might have been repaired 
at an expense far lesr; considerable than the erection of the 
new buildings at Worcester has already involved; but if the 
situation of the magistrate's house in the former place had 
been deemed objectionable, we are of opinion that the appro­
priation of the parsonage-house in Tulbagh to tho use of the 
magistrate, would have been an eligible arrangement; and 
that the erection or purchase of a smaller house for the clergy­
man would have provided sufficiently well for his accommo­
dation, without any considerable expense to the dist riot, 
beyond the sum for which the old buildings have been dispo:;ccl 
of. The erection of a gaol and of public offices in the town 
would have been rendered necessary by this arrangement, but 
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the inhabitants would have been benefited by the proximity 
of the public establishments. 

The charges made on the district, and especially the imposi­
tion of a new assessment, were objectionable as burthensome 
to the people at a time of distress, and as inadequate to the 
proposed expenses. From the observations of Lieutenant­
Colonel Bird, we are led to conclude that the government 
adopted the estimate framed by the magistrate, and recom­
mended through the board, without due consideration, and 
that the recovery of the sum advanced for the erection of the 
new buildings must depend upon other resources than those 
which have been assigned. 

As the house and farm that were purchased in 1818, as a 
residence for the sub-magistrate at Worcester, has been 
occupied by the landdrost during the last year, and as it affords 
comfortable though limited accommodation, and the con­
venience of an excellent garden, we are disposed to think that 
the erection of the spacious building, of which an elevation is 
to be found in the Appendix, and which has nearly absorbed 
the funds that were supplied, might have been altogether 
postponed till other indispensable works had been executed ; 
and in particular a gaol for the district. 

We are informed by Lord Charles Somerset, that in approving 
the plan of the magistrate's house, it was in the contemplation 
of his Lordship to suspend the execution of a considerable part 
of it ; but the landdrost who was entrusted with the execution 
of the work, would appear to have been left to the exercise of 
his discretion in the disbursement of the funds; and as no 
specification or detailed estimate was furnished, the intentions 
of the Governor have been lost sight of, and an edifice has been 
erected under the superintendence of the landdrost, which has 
nearly absorbed the sum originally advanced to defray the 
expenses of the new establishment. 

As the principal argument for the removal of the magistracy 
Was founded on the slow progress that the village of Tulbagh 
had made, we conceive that it will be incumbent on the govern­
ment, after completing the establishment at Worcester, on which 
the progress of the new town will much depend, to improve the 
communications with the district. 

The enforcement of the conditions upon which the building 
xn a 
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allotments have been sold is also indispensable to the settlement 
of the town, as few of them have hitherto been occupied, and 
many are held by persons on speculation of their improving 
value. We conceive that the opportunity should not be lost 
of promoting the settlement of industrious labourers and 
mechanics, while the execution of the public works may 
continue to hold out profitable employment to them. 

The progress of the establishment at Worcester will not 
supersede the necessity of replacing a limited establishment 
or sub-drostdy at Tulbagh, upon the footing of that which 
was formed at Worcester in 1818; and we conceive that the 
present parsonage-house could be desirably appropriated as 
the residence of the deputy landdrost, by which arrangement 
the public convenience would be promoted in the reunion of 
the church establishment with the magistracy. 

In considering the nature of the funds that were offered as 
security for the advance from the Lombard Bank, it would 
not appear to have been adverted to, that the sums arising 
from the disposal of building allotments at Worcester had 
originally been pledged for the repayment of the loan of 140,000 
guilders (£3,500) advanced by the bank for the purchase of 
the land. This sum, no part of which has yet been accounted 
for to the bank, will accordingly have to be deducted from the 
resources applicable to the repayment of the sum due to His 
Majesty's treasury. The old buildings at Tulbagh, which were 
estimated at 50,000 guilders (£1,250), were sold upon credit 
for the sum of 35,100 guilders (£877) on payment of interest 
at five per cent, and repayment of principal in fifteen years. 
The cattle place at Witzenberg forming part of the public 
property of the drostdy of Tulbagh, which was valued at 20,000 
guilders (£500), was sold for that sum on similar terms ; con­
sequently no part of the proceeds have yet been realized. The 
produce of the slave tax for three years, estimated at 90,000 
guilders, or 30,000 rixdollars (£2,250), will not exceed the 
aggregate sum of 13,263 rixdollars (£994) ; and no part of it 
has hitherto been remitted in liquidation of the treasury 
advance. The original advance therefore of 100,000 rixdollars 
(£7,500) may be considered to have been absorbed, or nearly 
so, in the expense of constructing a house for the landdrost 
(including some public offices to which a part of that building 
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has been applied), and consequently new funds will have to be 
raised to the probable extent of 40,000 rixdollars (£3,000) for 
the erection of a gaol, church, secretary's house and parsonage. 

The district of Worcester having been called on to provide 
for the erection of two principal establishments since its 
formation, and its resources having proved inadequate to meet 
the expense of the last, we recommend that the charge of 
interest at six per cent per annum upon the sum of 100,000 
rixdollars (£7,500) advanced to that district in January 1823, 
should be remitted in arrear ; and on a reference to the interest 
account that accompanies our general statement of these 
transactions, your Lordship will perceive that the colonial 
government, after remitting to His Majesty's treasury the 
interest due to it for the year 1824, will still retain a considerable 
surplus of interest arising from loans created by the issue of 
paper currency. 

We would then propose that the principal sum of 100,000 
rixdollars advanced to Worcester, should be recovered by the 
bank in common with the several charges upon the fund of 
500,000 rixdollars (paper currency created in 1812 for public 
works); and as this fund has subsequently been applied to 
other objects, and in particular as 50,000 rixdollars were 
advanced from it to the agriculturists in June 1822, and as 
79,879 rixdollars are still employed in private discounts, we 
recommend that the credits of this fund should be held as a 
preRent security to His Majesty's treasury for 'the principal 
and interest of this advance. The sums that have been raised 
upon the sale of public buildings and lands in Tulbagh and 
Worcester, would thus be receivable by the bank to the credit 
of the fund for the public work·, to which the advance of 
140,000 guilders (RdR. 46,6663 ; £3,500) for the purchase of 
two farms at Worcester, to form the sub-drostdy in 1818, had 
already been charg d. 

With respect to the private loans, we have already stated to 
your Lordship our opinion that the advance of 200,000 rix­
dollars (£15,000) from colonial funds for the relief of the 
agriculturists in June 1822, might have been redeemed from 
the bank without any appropriation of the funds of His 
Majesty's treasury, the receipts of the bank between June 1822 
and November 1823, having averaged nearly 11,000 rixdollars 
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per mensem, or 132,000 rixdollars (£9,900) per annum; but 
as the paper currency applied to the relief of sufferers from the 
storms in July 1822 was created in anticipation of assistance 
from His Majesty's Government, the application of £15,000 to 
the redemption of that paper which had been thus added to 
the amount in circulation, was a just fulfilment of the pledge 
to the public creditor. 

As, however, the loans granted to individuals pursuant to 
the proclamation of August 1822 were not negotiated through 
the bank, although upon terms that are generally accordant 
with its regulations, we beg leave to propose to your Lordship 
as a measure calculated to simplify the various transactions 
and to relieve particular districts from a responsibility for 
loans to individuals, that the whole may be accounted for to 
the Lombard or loan bank, whose capital employed in affording 
private accommodation, may constitute a present security for 
the treasury advance, in the same manner that the fund for 
public works may constitute the immediate security for the 
advance to the district of Worcester. 

When we have the honour of reporting to your Lordship, 
the result of our inquiries into the affairs of the colonial 
banks, we shall resume the consideration of these preliminary 
arrangements 

As the advances to the British settlers in the district of 
Albany have not been made in pursuance of the measures 
originally taken by Lord Charles Somerset, we have not noticed 
them in the consideration of these measures. The distresses of 
the settlers in the first years of their emigration had obtained 
for them the liberal assistance of government, in the distribution 
of rations upon the security of sums originally deposited by 
them; and a gratuitous distribution of rice was subsequently 
made in aid of their means of subsistence. In these circum­
stances, it is not to be supposed that they could have afforded 
the necessary security for advances from the funds of His 
Majesty's treasury. The partial success that has recently 
attended their exertions may have enabled the more prosperous 
to afford the security required for the loans, although in con­
sidering the amount that has been distributed, and the terms 
on which the parties have accepted the loans tendered to them, 
we doubt whether any essential benefit will be derived by tho 
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settlement from this accommodation ; while the parties who 
had suffered from the failure of crops in former years, or from 
the effects of the floods that devastated that district in October 
1823, had either surmounted their distress, or been already 
relieved from other sources. The advance of these sums has 
been made through the district magistracy on the general 
security of the district revenues, which have hitherto been 
wholly inadequate to the expenses of the establishment : we 
have not yet received any detailed statement of the distribution 
of these funds. 

In bringing under your Lordship's consideration the letter 
of Lord Charles Somerset, in answer to the inquiry that we 
had the honour to address to his Lordship, as to his intentions 
of making any further application of the funds of His Majesty's 
treasury, we beg leave most fully to concur in the importance 
of erecting a church in Cape Town for the English congregation. 
We are also of opinion that the erection of a new gaol will 
become necessary, upon a plan that will admit of the intro­
duction of suitable regulations, and be calculated to provide 
for the proper custody of the prisoners, who have increased 
with the population of the town and the colony since the present 
building was erected. The gaol in Cape Town, as well as those 
in the country districts, are generally defective, both in point 
of plan and accommodation, and to which cause their defective 
management may in a great degree be attributal;>le; and we 
conceive that, in the erection of new gaols, it would be very 
desirable that an approved plan should be furnished that would 
be applicable to the amended system of regulations which it 
would be desirable to introduce. A gaol will have to be erected 
at Worcester ; and those in most of the districts will require 
to be progressively altered or rebuilt. Of the churches, that 
of Uitenhage has not been raised above the foundation, owing 
to the misconduct of the contractor. The Simon's Town church 
was destroyed in a storm that occurred last year ; and I the 
church of the George district is also in ruins, while the debts 
contracted for their erection are unredeemed. "\Ve are therefore 
strongly impressed with a conviction of the importance of 
entrusting the superintendence of public works in this colony 
to scientific builders, and of framing the estimates for them 
Upon such specifications as may ensure the application of the 
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best materials, and their execution upon approved plans. By 
the bad materials and defective structure of buildings in this 
colony much loss has already been sustained, while the saving 
effected has btt,n comparatively trifling. The public buildings 
at Tulbagh, which were sold in 1823, were only erected twenty 
years ago ; while the state of the old buildings erected by 
the Batavian government, in the early periods of the colony, 
will amply attest the economy of erecting solid and durable 
structures. 

When the expense that would attend the execution of the 
public works we have enumerated is considered, and the large 
sums that are still unredeemed of the advances of paper 
currency for the execution of public works, from the fund 
created in the year 1812, we regret that we cannot recommend 
to your Lordship that any further sums should be drawn for 
in aid of such undertakings, however useful and even essential, 
until measures for the settlement of the currency and finances 
of the colony may obtain your Lordship's sanction. 

We have &c. 

(Signed) JOHN THOMAS BIGOE, 
WILLIAM M. G. CoLEBROOKE. 

To the Rigat Hon. the Earl Bathurst, K.G. 

[Enclosure 1 in the above.] 

Evidence given by CHARLES TRAPPES, EsQRE., to the 
COMMISSIONERS OF ENQUIRY. 

CAPE ToWN, 10th Sepmnber 1823. 

At what period was it determined by the Colonial Govern­
ment to remove the Drostdy of Tulbagh to that of Worcester 1 

Reply. Shortly subsequent to the Storms that took place 
in the month of July 1822. 

At what time were you appointed Landdrost of Tulbagh 1 
Reply. On the 3rd January 1822. 
Had any determination been previously announced to you 

of effecting the removal of the Drostdy 1 
Reply. The Governor informed me that it was his intention 

to remove it at the first favourable opportunity, 
Did he state to you the reasons for_that measureJ 
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Reply. The entire failure in attracting any Population to 
Tulbagh from its being in an insulated Position with respect 
to the District, and not being near any public roads. 

Do not the Inhabitants of the Roggeveld and the Bokkeveld 
after passing the Witzenberg Pa s, travel along a Road that 
leads them within four miles of Tulbagh on their way to Cape 
Town? 

Reply. That Road passes within Three or Four Miles of 
the Drostdy and within a mile of Church Street. 

Did you find that the People passing along this Road out­
spanned in the neighbourhood of Church Street? 

Reply. I do not think they did. Individuals might repair 
to Church Street, but when Sales of Cattle or Sheep took place 
it was near Roode Sand Kloof at a distance of Three or Four 
Miles from Church Street. 

Are you of Opinion that the Inhabitants of Church Street 
derived any advantage from the proximity of the Road that 
led from Witzenberg Pass to Cape Town? 

Reply. I conceive the advantage that they derived from 
that circumstance was very trifling. 

Was there any Inn in Church Street ? 
Reply. There was no regular Inn, but Individuals I believe 

were in the habit of affording Lodgings to Travellers. 
Was there a good supply of Water at Tulbagh and Church 

Street? 
Reply. The supply of water wa very scanty at both places 

for a Town, but it was sufficient for the present Population. 
Had the population encreased at either place during the 

last 10 years ? 
Reply. I cannot answer that question with certainty, but 

no BuildingH of consequence appear to have been erected 
latterly. I do not consider that the position of Church Street 
admitted of extension, and the Soil of Tulbagh was so very 
Shallow that I do not think it admitted of cultivation. 

In the neighbourhood of Church Street there were some 
Farms? 

Reply. There are some farms in that neighbourhood, but 
between them and Church Street there are ranges of dry Sand 
Rills which in Winter admit of Cattle to browse, but in Summer 
afford no pasturage whatever. 
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What is the nature of the soil in the neighbourhood of Church 
Street ? 

Reply. There is a small valley not exceeding 100 yards in 
breadth in which are situated the gardens of Church Street, 
containing some fine alluvial Soil, but the Hills immediately 
adjoining consist of Slaty Rocks, not admitting of any culti­
vation. 

Is the wheat produced in the neighbourhood of Church 
Street of a good quality ? 

Reply. It is of a very good quality, but the return is very 
scanty, not exceeding 10 for one, and sometimes considerably 
less. 

Are you aware from any documents in the Office of the 
Landdrost, that the expeuces incurred in the Public Buildings 
at Tulbagh were defrayed by the Inhabitants of the District ? 

Reply. Not to my knowledge. No such documents have 
been in my office, but it is possible they may be in the Office 
of the Secretary. I have understood from Col. Bird, that the 
expence for constructing the Drostdy House was defrayed 
entirely from the Colonial Treasury. The improvements that 
have been made since have I believe been made at the expence 
of the District. 

Have those improvements been considerable ? 
Reply. 'l'he only one I am aware of was the com;truction 

of a Garden wall around a Garden that was from its nature 
incapable of being made into a garden, there being in no part 
of it, to my knowledge, a greater depth of Soil than 5 or six 
inches, and in many places less. 

Do you conceive that the Drostdy House and Buildings 
attached to it were well built and likely to stand long ? 

Reply. Certainly they were not. The Buildings attached 
to the Drostdy House were composed of the Soil of the Place, 
so also was the Tronk, which was besides very inconvenient 
and improperly constructed for such a Building. Whenever 
there was any bad weather, and that the Prisoners thought 
that the Constables were not on the alert, they invariably 
attempted to perforate the Walls, and soon after my appoint­
ment to the Drostdy they nearly effected their purpose by 
making a hole in one of the upper Walls. The Drostdy House 
was built of Brick, plaistered with Lime, but generally not of 
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good quality. The Windows and greatest part of the Wood­
work were absolutely rotten, and there was not a Door in the 
House that would shut. Part of the roof of the House was flat, 
and the woodwork that composed it was completely rotten. 

Was the Situation of the Drostdy inconvenient with respect 
to the District, or with respect to Church Street ? 

Reply. The Situation of the Drostdy was more central than 
that of Worcester, but generally inconvenient in other respects. 

What was the condition of the Buildings and Offices attached 
to the Drostdy? 

Reply. The Secretary's, Messenger's, Sheriff's house and 
Prison required rebuilding. The outbuildings which belonged 
to the House itself, which were composed of the same materials 
as the Tronk, either required rebuilding or constant expensive 
repair. 

Were the House and Buildings much affected by the late 
Storms in July 1822? 

Reply. Yes, they were. The House was in danger of 
coming down, especially at the North-East, and which I was 
obliged entirely to abandon, and to prevent its falling had 
props put up to support the Gable ends. 

Was any Survey or Inspection made of the Buildings after 
the Storm? 

Reply. An inspection was made by an able Carpenter, now 
in my employ. His name is Richard Millington, and I also 
pointed out the general state of the Building to the Government 
Inspector of Buildings, Mr. Jones, when he was upon his 
Journey to Worcester. 

Did you receive any authority, and what, from the Governor 
to proceed to the sale of the Buildings at Tulbagh ? 

Reply. I did in consequence of a representation made to 
the Governor by the Landdrost and Heemraden. 

What period was given for advertizing the Sale before it 
actually took place ? 

Reply. It was advertized three times in the Oourant, and 
afterwards some time took place previous to the Sale. 

Were you present at the Sale? 
Reply. I was, together with two Heemraden appointed 

by the Board for that purpose. 
Diel many Bidders appear at the Sale ? 
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Reply. Not many. 
Was any Land attached to the Houses and Buildings? 
Reply. About 800 Morgen, which was afterwards made up 

to llOO from some Government Land in the Vicinity. Other 
Lands that had formerly been attached to the Drostdy, in­
cluding a supply of Water, had been alienated during the 
period in which Mr. P. Theron was acting Landdrost. 

Was the Land retained of a good quality ? 
Reply. By no means. Very indifferent. 
·was any condition made known at the time of Sale limiting 

the delivery of possession of the premises or any part of them 
to the Purchaser ? 

Reply. There was. It was explained both in the Dutch 
and English Languages that possession could not be given of 
the Secretary's house and the prison till the Secretary and the 
prisoners could be removed to VVorcester. 

Have you understood that the Purchaser of the Buildings 
at Tulbagh has made an advantageous disposal since of a part 
of the purchase ? 

Reply. Yes. I have been informed that he has sold the 
prison, the Sheriff's House, and part of the Farm for the price 
of 18,000 Guilders, but I am doubtful of this purchaser ever 
being able to fulfil his agreement. He sold part of the Ground 
near the water with a proportion of the water. 

Have you heard of any Subscription or Tender of a Sub­
scription by the inhabitants of Tulbagh for the repair of the 
Buildings, if the Drostdy were retained there ? 

Reply. I heard it reported that such a thing was in Agitation, 
but I do not recollect that it was expresserl in the Copy of the 
Memorial of the Inhabitant!" that was transmitted to me. 

Will the situation of Worcester derive any advantage from 
the Road that is now making through the French Hoek? 

Reply. It will, the direct and nearest Road from Cape Town 
by the French Hoek to Graaff Reynet, Beaufort &c., does pass 
immediately through the Town of Worcester. If the pass 
through Du Toits !Goof were made, tho Road to Cape Town 
from Worcester would be more direct by about a distance of 
three hours on horseback. 

Will the Inhabitants of the Roggeveld and Bokkeveld ho 
able to pass to Cape Town through Worcester? 
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Reply. They will from many parts of those districts. 
Will the passage from such parts be more direct through 

Worcester than by the Witzenberg pass ? 
Reply. It will. 
Do the Public Roads leading to Cape Town pass near to or­

through Worcester ? 
Reply. They all pass through it or so near it that they may 

with advantage turn through it. The Roads leading to the 
Eastern District pass through or near Worcester, excepting 
three that lead through the Pass of Hottentots Holland, and 
even persons travelling from Swellendam prefer the road by 
Worcester to that passing by Hottentots Holland. 

(Signed) C. TRAPPES. 

[Enclosure 2 in the above.] 

Evidence given by MR. WILLIA:\I JONES to the Col\11\HSSIONERS. 

OF ENQUIRY. 

CAPE TowN, 7th February 1825, 

You are Inspector of Government Buildings? 
Reply. I am. 
Were you employed in framing a plan and estimate for the 

erection of a new Drostdy House at ·worcester in 1822? 
Reply. I was. 
Be so good as to state what instructions were given to you 

on that occasion. 
Reply. I was in the first instance instructed by Colonel 

Bird to prepare a plan of a Building from a Sketch furnished 
to me by the Colonel, and which had been drawn by Captain 
Trappes the Landdrost. Some time afterwards I was directed 
to proceed to Worcester for the purpose of inspecting the 
Ground upon which the House was to be built and of framing 
an estimate of the probable cost of materials and expences of 
labour. 

I observe that the Estimate given in by you to Government 
amounted to Rds. 68,000 for the ~Iagistrate's House, did this 
comprehend the whole of the Building originally planned by 
Captain Trappes ? 
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Reply. The sum of Rds. 68,000 was the estimated charge 
for the whole Building upon Captain Trappes' plan. Colonel 
Bird informed me in the presence of Captain Trappes that the 
Governor approved of the plan, but objected to the extent of 
the Building, which he wished for the present to be curtailed, 
alleging that it would involve more expence than was at that 
time convenient. It was stated to me by Colonel Bird to be 
the Governor's wish to dispense with the wings of the Building 
and by preserving the plan to admit of these being erected at a 
future time if required. On the practicability of this I was 
consulted. Captain Trappes observed that there need be no 
apprehension about the plan, as the District would be well 
enough able to bear the expence of it, and Colonel Bird replied 
that he did not doubt that the Governor would be very well 
disposed to sanction the expence if the District would bear it 
and that it did not fall on the Colonial Government. 

What did you understand to have been finally resolved on 1 
Reply. I was not informed of the resolution that was 

adopted, but when Captain Trappes came to Cape Town after 
the work had commenced, he informed me that the Building 
was then erecting on the original Plan. 

Have you a Copy of the Plan and E1otimate that were 
furnished by you, and did you make an Estimate upon the 
reductions proposed by the Governor ? 

Reply. The Plan and Estimate were delivered to the 
Colonial Office, but I did not retain copies of them, nor was I 
required to furnish any reduced Estimate or to make any 
alteration in the original one. 

Look at the accounts before you, and explain in what articles 
the expense of the building at Worcester has so considerably 
exceeded your Estimate. 

Reply. The Yellow Wood from Barnard would appear to 
have been furnished from Cape Town by that Merchant, and 
according to the calculation upon which l framed my Estimate 
at Worcester. The Timber from the George District could be 
delivered at \Vorcester at the market price of Cape Town. I 
do not observe in the account some charges that have recently 
been submitted for my Certificate by Mr. Hemming the 
Superintenclant, and to part of which I objected. These 
charges were for Iron Balconies, the charge for which was 
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exorbitant, and there were other charges for zinc lining of 
gutters and for water pipes ; none of those articles had been 
included in my estimate, nor did I conceive that they would 
be required. The Charge of 5 Rds. per day to Mr. Hemming 
was not included in my Estimate, as Captain Trappes informed 
me that he had a very intelligent man named :Millington, a 
Carpenter, who was competent to the undertaking and of whom 
I formed a high opinion from a con \'ersation I had with him 
at Tulbagh, and from some Specimens of his work. Captain 
Trnppes consulted me about the wages of this man, and I 
agreed that 4 Rds. per day would not be too much for his 
trouble in the Superintendance, considering that he was also 
a working man. I observe his name in the Pay Lists for this 
Sum. The Statement not being accompanied with the Trades­
men's Bills, I am unable to explain further in what respects 
the disbursements have deviated from my Estimate. 

You examined the old Drostdy House at Tulbagh 1 
Reply. I was only at Tulbagh for a few hours, when I 

examined the Building, but I did not regularly inspect it. 
Are you of Opinion that many of the Materials would hav~ 

been applicable to the new Buildings 1 
Reply. From the slight examination I made of the Building 

I conceive that much of the Materials might have been con­
verted to use at ·worcester, especially of the Beams, which 
were of considerable size and apparently sound. 

Be so good as to look at the report on the present state of 
the Buildings, and state whether there is any apparent devia­
tion from your plan in the description of the various parts of 
the Building. 

Reply. I observe that a principal Story and a ground floor 
arc mentioned, and in my Plan the ground floor formed the 
principal Story, under which was intended to have been con­
i;tructed some Cdlars or Stores. The projection of the Thatched 
Roof would have prevented the neceRsity of constructing 
Cutters and Parapet Walls. I provided for the construction 
of a small garret in the Roof for Servants. 

What was the plan of the Office::; that "·ere to be erected at 
the back of the House ? 

Reply. It was intended that they should consist of Thatched 
Roofs, supported by the enclosing wall and by other low walb 
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of 7 feet high. They were not intended to form any part of 
the Building which supported them. 

Were you employed to prepare any Plan or Estimate of the 
other Buildings to be erected at \Vorcester ? 

Reply. I was never consulted about it nor was I required 
to prepare any plan or estimate for them. The Situations 
were pointed out to me by Captain Trappes where they were 
to be erected. 

(Signed) WM. JONES. 

February 9th. 
Mr. Jones explains that the Letter addressed by him to 

Colonel Bird on the 24th September 1822, stating that the 
result of his Calculations for the Building of the Drostdy at 
Worcester would amount to 68,000 Rds., was written before 
he gave in the Estimate for the Building, and that he gave the 
Estimate to Captain Trappes, with the plans. ln all his 
interviews with Captain Trappes at the Colonial Office, Colonel 
Bird was present, and it was on such an occasion that he gave 
the Estimate to Captain Trappes. 

(Signed) WM. JONES. 

[Enclosure 3 in the above.] 

Evidence given by MR. SAMUEL HEMMING to the 
COMMlSSIONERS OF ENQUIRY. 

CAPE TOWN, Stl1 February 1825. 

You are one of the surveyors to the District of Worcester ? 
Reply. I am. 
Have you not been in the Ruperintendance of the Govern­

ment Buildings that are erecting at Worcester ~ 
Reply. I superintended the Enclosing of the Landdrost's 

House at Worcester from the Commencement of the work in 
February 1823 to the End of November 1824. 

Did you receive a regular appointment for the performance 
of this Duty ? 

Reply. I was appointed by the Landdrost on the approval 
of the Governor. 

Did you execute the work in conformity to any plan and 
Estimate that were furnished to you ? 
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Reply. I executed the work in conformity to a plan which 
was furnished to me by the Landdrost, it was drawn by Mr. 
Jones, the Inspector of Buildings. In the course of the work 
other plans were furnished with alterations from the original 
one, and Captain Trappes personally directed certain deviations 
from the plan. There was a sketch of the Elevation not attached 
to the plan, and which did not appear to have been intended 
as a guide for the work. I never was furnished with any 
Estimate, but I saw it stated in a letter to Captain Trappes 
that 68,000 Rds. was the amount for which the Building was 
expected to be completed. 

Did you receive any Specification by which you were to be 
guided in the dimensions of the Work 1 

Reply. The only particulars of that kind furnished to me 
were contained in a memorandum from Mr. Jones, of the 
Scantling of the Timbers to be used in the Roofing and Flooring. 

Are you aware whether Captain Trappes was in possession 
of Mr. Jones's Estimate or of any Specification 1 

Reply. I have often asked Captain Trappes for an Estimate, 
but have as frequently been told that he did not possess one. 
I do not believe that he had any Specification. The dimensions 
were laid down in the Ground plan, but no dimensions were 
fixed for the doors and windows. 

To what do you attribute that the Expenditure upon this 
Building should already have so considerably e~ceeded the 
Sum Estimated for it 1 

Reply. From the want of Specification and a detailed 
Estimate I was unable to ascertain in what manner the work 
was to be executed. The building on its present plan could 
never have been erected for the estimated Sum of Rds. 68,000. 
The height of the ground floor, and even of the whole Building, 
was not specified, nor the dimensions of the doors and windows, 
their Size as well as the Mode of fitting them up, and of furnish­
ing the Building must make the expence of the Work indefinite 
and might materially encrease it. 

Did Captain Trappes give you any directions respecting the 
dimensions of the Doors and Windows, and as to the manner 
of fitting up the apartments 1 

Reply. Captain Trappes gave some directions, and left it 
occasionally to my own judgement to regulate the dimensions, 
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which of the principal windows in front were 11 feet high by 
4½ feet wide. The windows in front were to be fitted with 
linings and boxes, but not those of the wings. 

Are you aware whether it was intended originally to execute 
only a part of the Building, according to the plan furnished 1 

Reply. I am not aware that it was. It was commenced 
upon the original plan, and with Instructions to complete it. 

Was any specific authority obtained for the purchase of Iron 
Balconies and metal Gutters ? 

Reply. Not that I am aware of. 
Do you recollect whether any yellow wood timber was 

brought from Cape Town, and why ? 
None was received by me from Cape Town. It was all 

purchased by Contract in the George District. Deals we 
received from Cape Town. 

From the report made by you in November 1824 of the state 
of the Buildings at Worcester, what do you conceive may be 
the further expence required to complete the Landdrost's 
House? 
, Reply. Upon the present plan I should conceive that 20,000 
Rds. would be required to complete the Buildings. 

·what part of the Accounts were kept hy you ? 
Reply. I kept the accounts for the Workmen, and made 

some inconsiderable purchases of materials for the buildings. 
In what manner were the principal materials supplied ? 
Reply. They were contracted for by the Landdrost. The 

Bricks and Stones were aupplied on Public Tender. The wood 
was obtained by Agreement made with wood cutter:-; by tho 
Landdrost of George. The various articles furnished by 
Tradesmen in Cape Town were purchased from them by the 
Landdrost, but not upon Public Tender. 

Were you furnished with any plan or Estimate for the other 
Government Buildings at Worcester, especially of the Pri.:;on 
and the House for the Secretary of the District ? 

Reply. I received a plan both for the Secretary's House 
and for the Prison, but no Estimate. There was no scale in 
the plan of the Prison. 

·what do you generally conceive will be the Sum necessary 
for the completion of those Buildings ? 

Reply. I should conceive that the prison. upon the plan 
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proposed would cost not less than 40,000 Rds., and the Secre­
tary's house and Offices about 22,000 Rds. or 23,000 Rds. 
Both these Buildings I believe were intended to have the same 
Elevation as the Drostdy. 

Has any plan been made for a Church and Parsonage at 
Worcester? 

Reply. Plans of both were made by myself and by Mr. 
Meyring the other Government Surveyor at Worcester, and 
these were sent by Captain Trappes to Government about nine 
or Ten Months ago. 

What was the occasion of your relinquishing the Superin­
tendance of the public works at Worcester? 

Reply. Captain Trappes mentioned to me that the buildings 
were so far advanced that he was enabled to attend to their 
Superintendance himself by his Office being removed to them. 
And he also observed that the State of the Funds did not 
admit of the continuance of the Charge for my Superintendance. 

(Signed) SAMUEL HEMMING. 

9th March 1825. 

Are you acquainted with the Conditions upon which Erven 
have been sold in the Township of Worcester? 

Reply. I am the proprietor by purchase of two Erven in 
the Township of Worcester, and the Condition of the purchase 
I believe to have been that each Er£ should be enclosed with a 
proper Wall or Hedge and also that a House should be erected 
on it, in the Alignment of the Street, within the first Two 
years after the original purchase, the dimensions of the House 
being 30 ft. by 15 ft. 

Have these conditions been generally observed by the 
purchasers of the Erven ? 

Reply. They have not. About Eleven or twelve of the 
Erven have been built upon and enclosed, most of the others 
have been entirely neglected. Some of them have been 
ploughed and cultivated with grain. 

What is the extent of the grazing ground attached? 
Reply. I am not aware of the extent of the Land appro­

priated for the Outspan, but it is not good Pasture Land. 
Is the water conveniently conducted for distribution through 

the Town? 
XXI. H 
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Reply. It is led out from the Hex River at a distance of 
nearly four miles from the Town, and passes in the first instance 
through the Landdrost's farm of the Roode Wal. The Dam 
being ill constructed is frequently broken down in the Rainy 
Season, and the Town is without water till it is repaired. 

(Signed) SAMUEL HEMMING. 

[Enclosure 4 in the above.] 

Evidence given by LIEUTENANT CoLONEL BIRD to the 
CoMMISSIONERS OF ENQUIRY. 

9th Febnlary 1826. 

After the determination was taken in the month of .c ovember 
of the year 1822 to remove the Seat of Chief Magistracy from 
Tulbagh to Worcester, of what description were the Buildings 
that it was considered necessa y to erect there, and which 
appear to have been described as " the usual Buildings for a 
Drostdy 1" 

Reply. I am not sure that there was any specification made 
of what Buildings were considered necessary at the ew 
Drostdy ; but by Drostdy Buildings, I conceive in Colonial 
acceptation are meant : A Residence fo the Magistrate 
(Landdrost) ; a Court House ; Public Offices for Landdrost, 
Secretary, District Clerk &c.; a House for the Secretary; a 
House for the District Clerk ; a Gaol with the Buildings 
usually attached thereto. 

2. Do you recollect the conversation alluded to by r. Jones, 
the Inspector of Public Buildings, in his 2nd and 3rd nswers 
contained in the enclo ed E tract respecting the Plan submitted 
by you to His E. cellency Lord Charles Somerset of the Land­
drost's Hou e at Worcester t and if so state the particulars 
and whether the account given of it by Mr. Jones is correct t 

Reply. I remember that W. 0. Jones was employed to 
make a Plan of a Residence for the Magistrate at Worcester, 
and he furnished me with an Estimate. I have reason to 
believe that His Excellency the Governor saw thi plan before 
I did, as W. 0. Jones was in frequent communication with His 
E cellency at that period. I remember the Landdrost attend­
ing at my Office on the subject of the plan, whicp. it had occurred 
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to me was upon a very large Scale. I remember asking W. 0 . 
. r ones whether it could not be reduced. I do not recollect the 
particulars of the conversation; it is probable that I made the 
remark relative to the expenses being borne by the District, it 
having been my uniform opinion that the Districts should in 
all cases bear their own charges. The Landdrost communicated 
personally with the Governor on the subject of these buildings. 

3. Did His Excellency intimate to you an opinion that the 
13uilding of the Wings of the Drostdy House should be deferred 
in consideration of the pressure it would occasion upon the 
funds of Individuals, and of the heavy calamities that had just 
befallen the District 1 

Reply. I have no recollection that His Excellency Lord C. 
Somerset intimated to me an opinion that the wings should be 
dispensed with in consideration of the pressure it would occasion 
upon the funds of Individuals, and of the heavy calamities that 
had just befallen the District. I do remember His Excellency 
concurring in an observation I made as to the extent of the 
Plan, and his desiring me to see the Landdrost and W. 0. Jones 
on the subject. 

4. Did His Excellency intimate to you his concurrence in 
the proposed expenditure, provided that the District could 
bear it,, and that it did not fall on the Colonial Government i 

Reply. I have no hesitation in answering this question in 
the affirmative. 

5. Were you aware at the time that the calculation of the 
District Funds made by the Landdrost and Heemraden was 
under the consideration of the Colonial Government, that the 
two last Items of that calculation (B) consisting of the proceeds 
of the Sale of Erven in the Village of Worcester and estimated 
to produce 77,952 Guilders, and G0,000 Guilders had already 
been specifically pledged for the reimbursement to the Bank 
of Advances made by it for the purchase of the" Roode Draay" 
Lands in which the said Erven were situated ? 

Reply. l cannot but be aware of the circumstances of the 
pledge of the District to repay the original Cost of the Farms 
})urchase<l for the Site of the intended Town of Worcester; 
~is Excellency waR no less so, aR he not only sanctioned but 
directed that mea 'ure. It will be evident from my brief 
remark in the Schedule o. 52, upon the letter of the Landdrost 

H 2 
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and Heemraden of Worcester transmitting their estimate for 
covering the expence of the new Buildings, that I considered 
their plan for meeting the expenditure nothing worth. 

6. Upon what ground was it that the annual Surplus of the 
District Revenues was estimated at 10,000 Rixdollars for three 
successive years, and was it adopted by the Colonial Govern­
ment upon the Statement of the Landdrost and Heemraden 
of Worcester alone ? 

Reply. If my memory serves me, the surplus was calculated 
to arise chiefly from an additional Tax on Slaves; but I am 
not aware that there was any inquiry into it beyond the 
Estimate which the Landdrost and Heemraden transmitted. 

7. Did the Landdrost of Worcester ever make any com­
munication to you, or did you to the Governor, of the contingent 
nature of the Balance that was handed over to him on the 30th 
April 1822, by his predecessor Mr. Fischer, from which it 
appears that the Sum of 6,982 Dollars had been received by 
the District Treasury in Bonds from Individuals incapable 
from their poverty 0£ paying their Opgaaf ; and that the 
efficient Balance in the Chest at the above period amounted 
only to 787 Rds. 4 sks. 4 sts. ? 

Reply. If the Landdrost of Worcester made any com­
munication to me on the subject of this Query, it will be found 
in the Colonial Office and must have been on the Schedule. I 
do not however recollect his having done so ; neither is it in 
my recollection ever to have seen the account now transmitted 
to me. 

8. What was the tenor of the observation and decision of 
His Excellency Lord Charles Somerset upon the Letter of the 
Landdrost and Heemraden of Worcester to which the annexed 
Extract seems to refer, as no record of it appears to have been 
entered in the Schedule ? Did His Lordship give you any 
verbal Instructions upon the subject, and what were they? 

Reply. I am not quite clear upon this point. If there is 
any instruction or order given to the Landdrost and Heemraden 
of Worcester in answer to their letter in the records of the Office 
that will shew what His Excellency's decision was. I had at 
the above period little communication with His Excellency the 
Right Honorable Lord Charles Henry Somerset, and particu­
larly little on the subject of the Worcester District. His Excel-
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lency was in a state of great irritation at that time; he was 
moreover much offended at a minute I had drawn up in reply 
to a query put to me by himself respecting changing the name 
of the district. I had pointed out the inconveniences which 
frequently arise from giving new names to old Localities. I 
had also presumed to observe that obliterating the name of 
Tulbagh would unnecessarily wound the feelings of the Dutch, 
to whom the memory of that beneficent Governor and excellent 
moral character was naturally deservedly dear. But as this 
interfered with His Excellency's project of creating a Worcester 
Outre Mer, I found it had been very offensive, and therefore 
Worcester was spoken of as little as possible. Besides His 
Excellency's worthy friend (W-n's correspondent) advised me 
at that time to refrain from giving opinions to His Excellency, 
but to leave all points to his own judgment without comment. 

(Signed) C. Brnn. 

[Enclosure 5 in the above.] 

Evidence given to the Commissioners of Enquiry by the 
Director of the Bank. 

CAPE TOWN, 4th March 1825, 

G. H. Maasdorp, Esqre., Director of the Bank, examined. 
Were you in the Direction of the Bank in the Year 1822 when 

the Loans were made to the distressed Farmllrs who had 
suffered from the failure of their Crops 1 

Reply. I was. 
Can you explain the reason that so large a portion of the 

fund was distributed in the Cape and Stellenbosch Districts, 
and o little of it in the other Districts 1 

Reply. I remember that when we examined the applica­
tions for relief, that a million of Rix Dollars would not have 
satisfied the Applicants, and that to have divided the sum of 
200,000 Rds. amongst them would have rendered very little 
service to individuals. Mr. Stoll, the Acting President, and 
myself accordingly selected from them such as could afford the 
best security and who had suffered the greatest losses. A list 
was submitted for the approval of the Government, and the 
advances thereupon made. 
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What enquiries were pursued in order to ascertain the extent 
of Losses sustained by Individuals who obtained advances from 
the Agricultural fund ? 

Reply. We depended upon the Reports of the Landdrosts 
of the respective Districts. 

Were any Orders given by Government for Advances to 
Individuals not included in the List prepared by the Bank ? 

Reply. Mr. Shaw received 2500 Rds. by order of Govern­
ment, and P. Wagener an Inhabitant of Cape Town. I do not 
perceive the names of any others. 

Was the Security taken for the advances made from the 
Agricultural fund in all cases ample ? 

Reply. The Security was considered ample at the time it 
was taken, but some Bankruptcies that have since occurred 
have occasioned the recovery of the advances to depend on the 
Sequestrator. In the instance of Mr. K. Peters, whose pro­
perty sold much below its value, arid in that of Mr. Eager, who 
sustained loss as his Security. Repayment has been made by 
Mr. Bergh of 5000 Rixdollars on the sale of his Place, which 
was mortgaged, and 4000 Rixdollars of the advance to Mr. 
Proctor was transferred with his estate on which it was mort­
gaged to Mr. Van Reenen; the Security on the remaining part 
of the advance was taken upon another Farm of Mr. Proctor's. 

Are you aware whether the Inhabitants of Tulbagh and 
Swellendam received any other assistance than that which was 
advanced to a few individuals from the Agricultural fund? 

Reply. I am not aware that they did, but I have heard that 
a Sum of 30,000 Rixdollars that was remitted to the Landdrost 
and Heemraden of Tulbagh for relief of the Inhabitants after 
the Storms was returned to Government. 

From the terms of the Memorials received from Individual 
Inhabitants of Tulbagh and Swellendam, are you aware 
whether they had materially suffered from the destruction of 
their Corn Crops, and afterwards from the Storms of July 1822? 

Reply. I am not aware that they suffered considerably. 
The losses from the failure of their Crops would be more felt by 
the people of Swellendam, as they are in general much poorer 
than those of Tulbagh. 

Have any Sums been paid to the Bank on account of 
Principal or Interest of the Advances made 1 
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Reply. Interest for one year at 6 per cent per annum has 
been paid by the Landdrost for the advances made in the Cape 
and Stellenbosch Districts through the Boards of Landdrost 
and Heemraden and of the advances made from the Agricul­
tural fund. We have received payment of Interest for Two 
Years at 6 per cent. The first Instalment of the Principal 
advanced by the Bank is now due. 

Are these sums held in deposit by the Bank ? 
Reply. They are. 

(Signed) G. H. MAASDORP. 

[Enclosure 6 in the above.] 

Evidence given by MR. D. J. KuYs to the COMMISSIONERS OF 

ENQUIRY. 

CA.PE TowN, 8th March 1825. 

You were Secretary to the District of Tulbagh in the year 
1822? 

Reply. I was. 
How long had you filled the situation ? 
Reply. About eight years. 
At what time was it in that year that Captain Trappes 

relieved Mr. Fischer as Landdrost of the District ? 
Reply. I cannot recollect, but rather think it was in the 

beginning of the year 1822. 
Were the Drostdy House and other public Buildings at 

Tulbagh much out of repair at that time? 
Reply. I do not think that the drostdy house was. The 

Secretary's and the Messenger's houses were in a very bad 
state. The Jail was a very good building and in good repair, 
but the house of the under Sheriff was out of Repair. 

Was the defective state of the public Buildings brought 
before the Board of Landdrost and Heemraden by Captain 
Trappes soon after his appointment? 

Reply. As far as I can remember Captain Trappes arrived 
to take charge of the Drostdy about the latter end of February 
or the beginning of March 1822, and according to the letter of 
the Board dated the 2nd April, it would appear that the 
subject had been under its consideration at that time. 

Do you recollect whether any discussion took place at the 
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Board when the subject was again brought by them under the 
Consideration of Government in the Month of July 1822? 

Reply. I am not aware that any discussion at the Board 
did take place at that time. I believe that the Heemraden 
concurred in the request that a competent person should be 
sent up to inspect the Buildings. 

Look at the accompanying Letter addressed by Captain 
Trappes to the Secretary of Government on the 26th July 1822, 
and state whether you recollect to have seen it before, or 
whether it was snbsequently laid before the Board. 

Reply. I do not recollect to have seen the Letter, nor can 
I state whether it was laid before the Board. 

Do you recollect to have seen or examined the Buildings 
after the Storms which occurred in July 1822, and did it 
appear to you that they were either totally destroyed or unfit 
for habitation ? 

Reply. I examined the Buildings cursorily after the storm 
and saw that some had suffered materially, in particular the 
House of the Under Sheriff and one of the Gables of the jail; 
I cannot say that any of them were totally destroyed. The 
House of the Under Sheriff had suffered most, and might at 
that time be said to be uninhabitable. The Drostdy House 
must have suffered much injury, but I cannot state that it 
was uninhabitable. 

Do you recollect whether any proposal was made to the 
Board and entertained by it, for repairing the Old buildings 
after the Storm ? 

Reply. I cannot recollect, with respect to any other build­
ings than the Prison, which was repaired. 

Do you remember whether any materials were collected with 
the Object of repairing the Drostdy ? 

Reply. I do not recollect. 
Were you present at the Meeting of the Board on the 7th 

October 1822, when the Landdrost submitted an estimate of 
the sums that would be applicable to the erection of new 
Buildings at Worcester ? 

Reply. I was. 
Did the Heemraden at that, or at any other previous 

meeting of the Board, express any objection to the removal of 
the Magistracy from Tulbagh ? 
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[ Reply. Not that I can recollect. 
Do you remember whether they expre:;sed any Approval of 

or concurrence in the measure? 
Reply. I do not recollect that they did. 
Did you at that time ever hear any of them individually 

express their dissatisfaction at the removal of the Drostdy ? 
Reply. I recollect several persons expressing to me at that 

time regret at the removal of the Dro::itdy, but whether any of 
the Heemraden were of that number I cannot positively say. 

In the resolution passed on the 7th of October approving of 
the Estimate submitted by the Landdrost, did the Heemraden 
unanimously concur ? 

Reply. I cannot recollect whether any of them made 
objections to it. 

Was the anticipation of an annual Surplus of 5,000 Rds. 
from the district revenues in addition to 5,000 (the produce of 
the Tax proposed upon Slaves) the result of any Examination 
or Calculation made at the Board ? 

Reply. I believe it ,vas merely a supposition that such a 
Surplus might arise. 

When did you resign your Situation of Secretary to the 
District of Tulbagh ? 

Reply. I tendered my resignation in June 1823, and left 
the District shortly aftenvards. 

Were you present at the Collection of the Opgaaf in March 
or April 1823 ? 

Reply. I was. 
Do you remember whether the Inhabitants complained of 

the Encrease of the Taxes that year ? 
Reply. I do not recollect any formal complaint being made 

by them to the Landdrost or to the Board. Individuals may 
have remarked that the 'l'axes were heavier than usual, but it 
rarely happens in any year that complaints are not made by 
some of the Inhabitants of the Severity of the Taxes. 

Do you recollect an Offer being made by any of the Inhabi­
tants of Tulbagh to repair the Old Drostdy Buildings at their 
0 wn Expence, or to erect a new Drostdy in the village 1 

Reply. I have no recollPction of it. 
Did you underRtand that they had made such an Offer to 

Government 1 
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Reply. I heard so. 
Look at the Extract from the District Accounts for 1823 

and state whether the Inhabitants of Clan William were 
assessed for the Slave Tax pursuant to any resolution of the 
Board of Landdrost and Heemraden. 

Reply. It was upon the Authority of Government that the 
Tax was to be levied on the Inhabitants of the District at large. 

In what manner was it customary to defray the Expences of 
Repairs to the Public Buildings at Clanwilliam ? 

Reply. They were defrayed out of the District Chest? 
-.1\.fter the Storm that occurred in July 1822, were reports 

made to the Landdrost of many Losses sustained by Individuals 
from the injury done to their property ? 

Reply. By the Field Cornets there were. 
Were the Reports of the Field Cornets sent to Government ? 
Reply. I do not recollect. 
Do you recollect the advance of 30,000 Rds. being made to 

the District in August 1822 for the relief of Individual Sufferers 
from the Storms ? 

Reply. I do. 
C'an you state the reason that no applications were made to 

the Board of Landdrost and Heemraden for advances from 
that fund? 

Reply. I cannot fully account for the Inhabitants of 
Tulbagh not having availed themselves of the relief tendered 
by Government. Circular Letters were I believe sent to the 
Field Cornets to inform the Inhabitants, and when any of them 
came to the Drostdy the terms were explained to them upon 
which the advances would be made, but no applications were 
received. As the Inhabitants of Tulbagh are in the habit of 
erecting and repairing their own buildings with the assistance 
of the people in their Service, they might feel the less dispo:,ed 
to take up money upon Interest for that purpo:,e. 

In the reports of the Field Cornets, did it appear that much 
injury had been occasioned to the property of the Inhabitant: 
from the effects of the Storm ? 

Reply. The Lo:,ses were estimated by the Field Cornets, 
but 1 do not recollect whether the general amount was con­
siderable. 

(Signed) D. J. KUYS. 
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Cape Town, 22nd March 1825. 

Mr. D. J. Kuys re-examined. 

107 

Was the proposal for removing the Seat of Magistracy from 
Tulbagh to Worcester at any time submitted by the Landdrost 
to the Board of Heemraden, and was any resolution adopted 
by them for or against the measure ? 

Reply. The expediency or inexpediency of the removal of 
the Seat of Magistracy from Tulbagh to vVorcester was never 
to my recollection brought before the Board of Landdrost and 
Heemraden. 

(Signed) D. J. KUYS. 

[Enclosure 7 in the above.] 

Evidence g,i,ven by CHARLES TRAPPES, EsQRE., to the 
COMMISSIONERS OF ENQUIRY. 

CAPE TOWN, 6th April 1825. 

Will you be so good as to state in what forwardness the 
Buildings of the Drostdy at V\' orcester at present are ? 

Reply. The windows are in, and the flooring and plaistering 
are nearly complete. I expect the Drostdy will be habitable 
about the end of July. 

What may be the amount of expenses incurred on the 
Building since the transmission of the accounts dated in 
November 1824? 

Reply. According to the accounts that were made up to 
the end of February last, the whole sum expended on the 
Buildings amounted to about eighty seven thousand Dollars, 
but some further trifling disbursements have subsequently 
been made. 

What do you conceive will be the whole expense incurred in 
the erection of the Drostdy House and Offices ? 

Reply. I am not competent to form a precise opinion upon 
this Subject, but it appears to me that the whole expense of 
these buildings will amount to about 80,000 Rds. 

Are there many materials that have been purchased, which 
Will be applicable to the other Public Buildings to be erected l 
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Reply. The foundation of the Prison has already been com­
pleted from the materials already purchased, and the labor 
has also been charged for in the account that has been rendered. 
I think there is wood enough to complete the Prison and 
the Secretary's house, and the Scaffolding which may be 
worth 1500 Rds. will be applicable to the other Buildings. 

Has the Jail and the other Buildings been undertaken 
upon any plan and estimate that have ever been furnished 
to you 1 

Reply. I sent a plan of the Jail to Government for approval, 
and an alteration was made, upon which another plan was 
transmitted to me but not accompanied with any estimate. 

What provision has been made for the Court and Public 
Offices at the Drostdy ? 

Reply. When the Drostdy was building the basement 
story of it was raised a little higher than was intended in the 
original plan, in order to admit of its appropriation as a Court 
Room and public offices for the Landdrost, District Secretary, 
and District Clerk. I have already established my Office in 
the Building. 

"\i\Then the removal of the Drostdy from Tulbagh to \Vorcester 
was under the consideration of the Government, do you 
:remember a proposition made by the Governor and by Colonel 
Bird for postponing the erection of a part of the Drostdy house 
according to the plan prepared ? 

Reply. I do. It was mentioned to me by Colonel Bird in 
his Office, who had first seen the Governor, and it was after­
wards mentioned to me by His Excellency himself. I re­
marked on both occasions that building by piecemeal had 
usually the effect of spoiling the original plan. 

Was any communication made to you of the intention of 
the Government to postpone the completion of the plan 
pursuant to that proposal? 

Reply. I do not recollect having had any further com­
munication with the Governor or with Colonel Bird on that 
subject subsequent to the conversation above mentioned. No 
such intimation was transmitted to me. 

At the period when the estimate of the resources of the 
.District was framed with a view to provide for these expenses, 
were you aware that the receipts for the sale of building allot-
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ments at Worcester had been already pledged to the Bank for 
an advance of 140,000 Guilders for the purchase of the Lands 
of the Village and the Sob Drostdy? 

Reply. I was not aware of the fact. 
Was it any time explained by you to the Government or 

to Colonel Bird that the District would be able to bear the 
expenses of the new Establishment ? 

Reply. I never made any observation of the kind either to 
the Governor or to Colonel Bird. I remember when the pro­
posal was made of deferring the erection of the wings of the 
House, that the Governor and Colonel Bird eng uired where the 
necessary Funds could be procured. I replied that I was 
unable to say from whence they could be obtained. 

Do you recollect whether in the consultations in the Board 
of Landdrost and Heemraden at Tulbagh any objection was 
urged by any of the Heemraden to the removal of the Drostdy 
to ·worcester, or did any of them express to you the objections 
entertained by them or the other Inhabitants of the District to 
that Measure ? 

Reply. I do not recollect that any such objections were 
urged by any of the Heemraden either for themselves or the 
other Inhabitants of the District. 

Was any proposal upon the Subject of the removal of the 
Drostdy formally submitted to the Board of Heemraden ? 

Reply. No proposal of the kind was made to my knowledge 
to the Board of Heemraden. 

You remember having received a sum of money from the 
Government to relieve the Inhabitants who had suffered from 
the effects of the storms in July 1822 ? 

Reply. I do. I was directed by the Government to repair 
to Cape Town after the storms in ,July 1822 to consult in con­
junction with thC' Landdrosts of the Cape and Stellenbosch 
Districts upon the mode of applying the relief afforded by 
Government to the Inhabitants. Thirty thousand Dollars 
were proposed to be distributed in the 'l'ulbagh District, and I 
was supplied with 10,000 Rds. to be applied to their immediate 
relief. On my return to 'l'ulbagh I communicated to the 
Board of Hcemradcn thP result of my journey to Cape Town, 
and it was then determined that a Commission of the Board 
should assemble weekly to receive applications for relief, and 
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to explain to the applicants the conditions upon which the 
loans would be granted. Altho' some applications for loans 
were received, the parties declined to accept them upon the 
proposed Terms, alleging that they would have accepted them 
had they been tendered upon the conditions of the Loans made 
by the Batavian Government to the Inhabitants of Stellen­
bosch when the Town was destroyed by fire, which they were 
aware did not bear Interest. As the Tnhabitants continued to 
decline taking the Loans on the terms offered, the money was 
remitted back to Government. 

Was much damage done by the Storms of July 1822 to the 
property of the Inhabitants of the District at large 1 

Reply. Considerable damage was done to Buildings in 
general, and many of the Inhabitants suffered everely from 
the loss of Stock in Sheep and Cattle. 

Were they generally in circumstances to enable them to 
repair their Buildings without assistance ~ 

Reply. Many repaired their Buildings by means of their 
Slaves and without assistance, and others made temporary 
arrangements. 

·who is at present in the Superintendance of the Public 
Buildings erecting at W orce1::1ter 1 

Reply. I consider that the superintendance of a profes­
sional person is no longer necessary for the completion of the 
Drostdy House, and myself and Clerk are in the habit of giving 
to the workmen such orders as appear necessary, the Foreman 
of the Carpenters named Millington being capable of conducting 
that part of the work that is now going forward. 

Are you aware whether it is intended to provide for any pro­
fessional superintendance in the erection of the Jail and the 
other Buildings 1 

Reply. The Jail and other buildings arc not at present 
in progress. It will be quite imposi:;ible for me to pay the 
attention that would be required to the execution of the 
work. 

Do you consider that 1\ir. Hemming is capable of superin­
tending the erection of those works 1 

Reply. I con::,ider him to be fully competent to the super­
intenclance. 

(Signed) c. TRAl'PE::'l. 
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[Enclosure 8 in the above.] 

Evidence given to the Commissioners of Enquiry by the 
Landdrost of Swellendam. 

111 

CAPE TowN, 20th April 1825. 

Mr. V. A. Schonnberg examined. 
You were Landdrost of the Swellendam District in the Years 

1821 and 1822? 
Reply. I was Landdrost of Swellendam from the Year 1819 

to the Year 1824 inclusive. 
Did the Inhabitants of your District suffer materially from 

the failure of Wheat Crops in successive years? 
Reply. They did. 
Do you consider that they suffered in a greater or less degree 

than the Inhabitants of the other Districts ? 
Reply. I think they suffered in a greater degree, for most 

of them were obliged by the failure of their Wheat Crops to 
live entirely upon barley bread. I am not aware that the 
Inhabitants of other Districts were reduced to the same 
necessity. 

Did not the Rust extend in the same Years to the District 
of George anrl others to the Eastward ? 

Reply. It did, but then greater facilities of supply from 
Cape Town by Sea enabled the Inhabitants to import sub­
sistence. The difficulties experienced by the Inhabitants of 
Swellendam in the Years of Scarcity gave occasion to the 
opening of a port at the Mouth of the Breede River, which had 
once been visited by a small Vessel of Mr. Van Reenen, and 
Was known to be practicable. 

What Assistance was rendered to the Inhabitants by the 
Government during the Years of Scarcity ? 

Reply. The Government returned the amount levied for 
Commando Tax in the year 1822, amounting to 7,000 Rix­
dollars, with directions to the Landdrost and Heemraden to 
purchase Seed Wheat for the Farmers and Rice for the sub­
sistence of the indigent Inhabitants. Government also made 
a present to the District in the same Year of about 200 Muids 
of Seed Wheat, which if valued at 15 Rds. per Muid would 
amount to 3000 Rds. 
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From your report to Government it would appear that you 
did not conceive that his representations were borne out by 
the circumstances of his case 1 

Reply. This was the opinion of the Heemraden as well as 
my own. 

Was he enabled to afford the Security required to the 
District for the advance of 2692 Rds. made to him 1 

Reply. No, he was not able to afforJ Security, although I 
became one of his Sureties with a view of encouraging others 
to come forward. He has not yet been able to obtain the full 
Security required to protect the District, and accordingly the 
Money has remained in the hands of the District Agent, at the 
time I made over the District to my Successor. 

Has Fouche been enabled to subsist his family and to cul­
tivate his lands without the aid of that Advance 1 

Reply. Fouche has been indebted to Individuals for occa­
sional assistance in supporting his family, and being himself an 
indolent man and improvident, it is unlikely that he has made 
any great exertions. These considerations have weighed with 
the Board of Landdrost and Heemraden in being scrupulous 
in requiring Security for the Loan, adverting also to the general 
responsibility of the Inhabitants should it not be recovered, 
and the apprehension that it might be so. 

Have the Crop m the present year been abundant in 
Swellendam 1 

Reply. They have. 
(Signed) V. A. SCHONNBERG. 

[Copy.] 

Note frorn the CmnnssIONERS OF ENQUIRY to LrnuTENANT­

CoLO:N"EL BIRD. 

'l'he Commissioners of Inquiry beg to enclose to Lieut.-Col. 
Bird certain interrogatories (27) relative to the duties of the 
Secretary to this Governnwnt, and requeHt his attention and 
replies thereto. 

U.,P1, TowN, 21 April, 1 '25. 
XXI. I 
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[Copy.] 

Proclamation by Lo RD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

Whereas the limited security given by those officers of 
government appointed to act as commissaries of vendues, or 
vendue-masters, may, in some instances, not be adequate to 
cover the eventual loss of individuals, in case of insolvency or 
failure of any such officer ; and whereas the interests of 
commerce require that no doubt should exist relative to the 
security of the proceeds of public sales effected through the 
said officers, I have thought proper to enact and declare, and 
it is hereby enacted and declared accordingly, that from and 
after the date of this proclamation, the government of this 
colony will hold itself responsible for the proceeds of all sales 
made on account of individuals by the commissaries of vendues 
or vendue-masters, in the event of the insolvency of such 
officers, provided such sales have been made according to law, 
and under the rules and regulations at present existing, or which 
may hereafter be proclaimed on that head. 

And it is hereby enacted and declared, that government will 
not hold itself responsible for the deficiencies of any commissary 
of vendues or vendue-masters, unless it be made clearly to 
appear that the parties who may have effected any sales 
through the vendue offices have demanded payment of the 
proceeds of such sales from the commissaries of vendues or 
vendue-masters, on the amount becoming due, or within three 
days thereof; and unless, in case of the above-mentioned 
officers not satisfying such claims, the parties shall have 
reported their default in writing within five days after the 
demand shall have been made: the report to be sent to govern­
ment, if the sale has been made in Cape Town, and to the 
landdrost of the respective districts, if the sales have taken 
place in the country : and the several landdrosts are hereby 
declared to be bound (under their own responsibility for the 
amount, in case of failure), to transmit every such report to 
government, in duplicate, by the earliest opportunities. 

And it is hereby further enacted and declared, that in the 
event of any proprietor of moveable property, sold through 
the government vendue offices, choosing to give to the pur-
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diasers thereof any credit in the payment of the same (beyond 
the time usually allowed for collecting the proceeds previously 
to the vendue roll becoming due,) such arrangement, and all 
i-esponsibility attendant thereon, must entirely rest with the 
parties concerned; and the proprietor, in such case, must 
sign his receipt to the vendue roll, as if such payment had 
actually been made, and must also satisfy the commissary of 
vendues, or the vendue-master, for the government fees on 
1:mch sale. 

And for the greater security of the interests of government, 
under the responsibility which it has hereby declared and 
assumed, it is further enacted, that the government shall 
possess the same privileges and rights over the real and personal 
property of any commissary of vendues, or vendue-master, 
who may become insolvent, as it now enjoys in the case of all 
collectors and administrators of public property; whilst the 
commissaries of vendues and vendue-masters shall continue in 
the exercise of the same rights and privileges in regard to indi­
vidual purchasers, which they have hitherto enjoyed by the 
laws of the colony. 

And in order that all persons may be aware of the existing 
regulations relative to public sales effected through the com­
missaries of vendues, or vendue-masters, the heads thereof, 
with reference to the proclamations and instructions on the 
subject, are hereunto annexed, for general information. 

And that no person may plead ignorance hereof, this shall 
be published and affixed as usual. 

God save the King! 

Given under my hand and seal, at the Cape of Good Hope, 
thi8 22nd day of April 1825. 

(Signed) C. H. S01\IERSET. 

Ii eads of Regulations of Government, relative to V endue Sales. 

1. No public 8ales are allowed to be made in this colony but 
through the government vendue offices, with the exception of 
tho8e effected by the Orphan Chamber and the sequestrator, 
through their own officers, for the disposal of property ad­
ministered by their re8pective establishments. 

I 2 
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2. On the sale of immoveable property 2½ per cent is levied 
on the part of government, and on moveable property 5 per 
cent, to be deducted from the vendue roll or account. 

3. On all moveable property exposed for sale, and bought 
in by the proprietor, one half of the established dues, or 2½ per 
cent, is exacted; and on all immoveable property so exposed 
for sale, and bought in, where such property may be disposed 
of by private contract within six weeks after such attempt at 
public sale, the same duties are exacted as would have been 
levied had such sale actually taken place through the Vendue 
Office. 

4. On all sales of moveable property, payment must be 
made to the seller by the government commissary of vendues, 
or vendue-master, at the expiration of three calendar months, 
if in Cape Town or Simon's Town (and of four months, if in 
any of the districts,) from the day of sale; but the commissary 
of vendues, or vendue-master, must furnish the seller with the 
vendue roll (payable at the periods above mentioned,) as soon 
as the sale is closed, signed by him, and written on a stamp, 
regulated in value according to the tariff established by 
government. The stamp to be paid by the seller. 

5. On immoveable property, the general terms of payment 
are one third ready money, one third in twelve months, and 
the other one third in two years from the date of sale ; but 
other terms are frequently demanded, and are, of course, 
explained at the scLles. No immoveable property having 
incumbrances thereon can be put up for sale, in the vendue 
offices, unless such incumbrances or claims be specified at the 
time. 

6. No commissary of vendues, vendue-ma:,ter, auctioneer, 
or any person employed in the government vcndue offices, 
shall appear, personally, as bidders for any property sold in 
their offices ; nor shall they be allowed, in any way, to purchase 
such property, under severe penalties. 

7. No person shall purchase goods in the name, or on account 
of, the owners thereof, with the view to defraud the public, 
under very severe penalties. 

8. The vendue bills made out for individual purchasers 
must be upon a stamp, to be regulated by the government 
tariff; and the receipt of the commissaries of vendues, 01 
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vendue-masters, for the amount, must be made on the bill 
itself. 

The commissaries of vendues, and vendue-masters, or the 
vendue clerks acting for them, are allowed to make the following 
()harges, when called upon to attend sales in the country: 

1st. In case the parties holding the sales do not choose to 
send their own waggons (which they always have the option of 
doing), an allowance for a waggon, according to the distance, 
at the rate established by government tariff, is to be charged ; 
as also the established daily allowance for waggon hire (where 
it is necessary to keep the waggon), during the period the 
vendue-master or clerk may be detained at such sales. 

But where no waggon is actually used, and the vendue­
master, or clerk, and auctioneer proceed on horseback, or in 
any other mode, one half of the above allowance only shall be 
charged. 

2nd. An allowance of five rix-dollars per diem, for main­
tenance of both vendue-master, or clerk, and auctioneer, 
during the days they may be detained at the place of sale. 

3rd. The usual allowance for stamps, public notification of 
the sale, and copies of vendue roll. 

And no other fee or charge whatsoever is to be made by the 
vendue-master, clerk, or auctioneer. 

[Original.] 

Letter frorn l\IR. W. A. HANKEY to R. WILMOT HORTON, EsQRE. 

FENCHURCH STREET, 22 April 1825. 

DEAR Srn,-It gave me much concern to understand that 
representations had been made from the Cape to l,ord Bathurst 
that the Revd. Dr. Philip had disregarded the proprieties of 
the character he sustains in the Colony, by making a statement 
at an annual meeting of Subscribers to the Fund for the relief 
of the Distressed Settlers, held in August last, affecting the 
-character of the Landdrost of Albany. 

I beg to assure you generally, that nothing could be more 
opposite to the instructions given by the Directors of tho 
.Society to all its agents, than that the slightest disrespect 
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should be shewn to any public person whomsoever ; and the 
opinion I have formed of the disposition and character of Dr. 
Philip leads me to conclude, that it has been by some involun­
tary error, if he has justly exposed himself to that imputation. 

His Lordship will I am sure have the candour to take the 
statement in which the complaint transmitted to him is 
founded, in connexion with the whole circumstances of the 
case. 

Should his Lordship not be fully apprized of them, I beg 
leave to observe that the statement was not made ca uselessly, 
but was drawn from Dr. Philip, by the necessity he supposed 
himself under to oppose, in the manner the most in point, a 
motion pressed on the meeting by a Gentleman connected 
with the local administration (affecting the application of the 
Funds) in his opinion, and that of those with whom he acted, 
exceedingly injurious to the objects of the charity. 

As it regards the justice or injustice of the statement so made 
(on which his Lordship will consider much to depend) I shall 
not presume to offer an opinion; but beg leave to submit to 
his Lordship's notice two documents received from the Cape, 
one published by the Colonial Government, containing the 
charge against Dr. Philip, the other by the Doctor in defence 
of his veracity and the correctness of his statement, both of 
which are called in question in the former publications. His 
Lordship will thus have the means of judging, how far the 
assertions made by the Doctor at the public meeting, both as 
to the facts of the case and the accounts connected with it, are 
sustained by the evidence he has adduced. You will observe 
that a second part of Dr. Philip's defence is announced,-as. 
soon as a copy of it comes to my hands, I shall forward it for 
his Lordship's information. 

In the meantime, I beg to inclose a copy of a paper recently 
received by me, containing a series of resolutions intended to 
be proposed at a public meeting of the Settlers in Albany, in 
reference to a document contained in the " Authentic Copies. 
of a Correspondence &c." p. 37. I am given to understand 
that the meeting was not permitted to take place. 

I am sure it is quite unnecessary for me to say, that I am no 
judge of the merits of the case referred to in these conflicting 
statements, and that I merely transmit the documents for the, 
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purpose of affording his Lordship the best information in my 
power upon a question, on which his Lordship's favorable 
opinion of Dr. Philip's character may be presumed materially 
to turn. 

His Lordship may have adverted, in reading the "Corre­
spondence &c." to the seeming backwardness of Dr. Philip in 
stating the name of his Informant, on the case of the Harden 
Family : The Doctor states that the only ground of that 
reluctance was the disinclination avowed by the Individual 
himself, on being applied to, thereby to expose himself to the 
displeasure of the Authorities. I am &c. 

(Signed) WM. ALERS HANKEY. 

P.S.-I beg to observe that I have not yet received from 
your Office the statements of Dr. Philip and Mr. Greig on the 
subject of the Press at the Cape of Good Hope, which you 
directed to be forwarded to me. 

[Upon the subject of Dr. Philip's remarks, here referred to, 
the following report throws some light. It is not annexed to 
Mr. Hanlrny's letter, but is found among the documents of the 
same date.] 

Report of the Sub-Committee of the Society for the Relief of 
Distressed, Settlers in South Africa. 

The Sub-Committee formed in Albany having brought their 
investigations to a close, now beg leave to lay before the 
Committee in Cape Town, an account of their proceedings, 
some remarks on the condition of the Settlers, together with 
their opinion as to the best application of the Funds. 

The first step taken by the Sub-Committee was to issue to 
the Heads of Parties the circular, of which a copy is annexed, 
and from the returns thus procured, they were presented with 
a general view of the circumstances of the Settlers, sufficient 
to guide them in the formation of the accompanying general 
table. 

It was, at first, the wish of the Sub-Committee, to convey 
in a tabular form, a full view of the circumstances and com­
parative claims of all who have persevered in occupying the 
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land ; but it was found, that this end could not be satisfactorily 
attained, without prosecuting an inquiry inconsistent with 
that regard which is due to the feelings of individuals, and 
which is inculcated by the Committee. From these con­
siderations, it was deemed expedient to avoid, in the table, all 
direct reference to the amount of property brought out ; and 
as to the estimate of losses and expenditure, the statements of 
individuals, and the returns of Heads of Parties (transmitted 
herewith) will, it is believed, be sufficiently explanatory. 

It was the desire of the Sub-Committee, in rigid compliance 
with the instructions under which they act, to avoid touching 
upon any of the causes of the privations and distresses which 
first excited the sympathy of the Public, and gave rise to the 
Subscription now about to be distributed ; but it is no less 
essential to the consistency of their Report, than necessary 
for the information of the Committee, to depart, in some 
degree, from this intention, and to offer some explanation with 
a view to reconcile the anomalous appearances presented by 
the misfortunes that have visited the Settlers in general, and 
the present more favourable circumstances of one portion of 
them. 

In this explanation, the Sub-Committee will avoid all allusion 
to any topic foreign to the objects of the Society, or which 
their own resolution has precluded them from discussing ; 
although this forbearance must in a considerable degree 
diminish the complet,mess and fidelity of their Report. 

It now seems certain, from the evidence before the Sub­
Committee, that the facilities offered by this Country, for the 
extension of new Settlements, were not inferior to those of 
other Colonies, and, it is only necessary in proof of this assertion, 
to notice the salubrity and mildness of the climate, which save 
to the Settler at the outset, many of the expenses elsewhere 
indispensable, under the heads of substantial habitations and 
clothing, and the cheapness and facility of procuring and 
maintaining one or other species of live stock ; placing him at 
once in a situation, which in other Colonies, is only attained 
by great outlay, or after long perseverance and privation. On 
the other hand, the demand for labor, yielding to that in no 
other Country, offers a ready alternative to such of the labouring 
classes, as are inclined to leave their land, from any of the 
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numerous causes of disappointment, which the new Settler 
must everywhere expect to encounter. 

These advantages have been followed by their natural 
results, and instances will occur in the Table, of persons who 
emigrated without any property, and were thus exempted 
from losses which others have sustained, having now possessed 
themselves of good stocks of cattle, the produce of their labor, 
while among those of the mechanical professions, improvement 
has been so general, that very few applications from this class 
will be found on the list, with the exception of those who 
continued wholly or in part in the occupation of their land, 
and thus shared in the general loss. 

But it does not detract from those advantages, that they 
have forced themselves into notice in spite of an accumulation 
of circumstances, of a contrary tendency; nor does it follow, 
because the Settlement does not on a superficial view exhibit 
the outward marks of distress and want, that both h·ave not 
pressed upon it with a weight, sufficient to have crushed the 
growth of any Colony. 

Before pointing out how the Settlement has been affected 
by these circumstances, it may be proper to premise that in 
the year 1820, about 1000 heads of families, or adult males, 
were located in Albany, that from the partial returns in the 
Table, it may be inferred that about 240 continue on the land, 
about 350 have found employment in the District, 250 in 
other parts of the Colony, that not above 50 have returned to 
England, while the deaths in four years, do not in all probability 
exceed the last number. 

When it is remembered that the original number exceeded 
that, likely to confine themselves within a limited extent, in a 
Country thinly peopled, and presenting elsewhere a wide field 
for industry and enterprise, and that all emigrations must, in 
part consist of persons, but ill qualified for cultivators of land, 
the dispersion might be easily accounted for, without reference 
to the unforeseen calamities with which the Settlement has 
had to contend; but when these are taken into account, it 
must form a just subject of surprise, that so many have 
apparently surmounted the difficulties of their situation, and 
this can only be accounted for, by the fortitude and perse­
verance of such of the Emigrants, as were possessed of labor 
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within their own families, availing themselves of the natural 
advantages above noticed. 

It is well known, that in the first year of the Emigration, 
commenced a visitation of blight, which though previously 
almost unknown, then extended itself over the whole Colony. 
The first efforts of the Settlers, were naturally directed to 
securing a crop, and all according to their means, by the plough 
or the spade, cultivated in the first year, from 1 up to 80 or 
90 acres : all the wheat sown was totally destroyed, and this 
not only in the first year, but for the three following seasons, 
the failure was nearly total. 

It is equally notorious, that in June, 1821, and aherwards 
in a severer degree in October, 1823, heavy and long continued 
rains produced the most destructive effects. Necessity or in­
experience had induced many of the Settlers to cultivate ·and 
build upon the confined spots of level ground, on the banks 
of the scanty periodical streams, running in the beds of the 
numerous deep ravines which intersect the Settlement. The 
overflowing of these, in many instances, swept away or 
destroyed cultivated grounds, gardens, houses, or other 
property ; while no height of situation secured the houses, 
crops, and stock, from serious loss by the more direct effect 
of the rains. It is also well known, that many of the Settlers 
in the more exposed situations, ere plundered of their cattle 
by the Caffres, and that serious injury has been sustained 
from the wild animals of the country. Any remark upon the 
effect of these calamities would be superfluous. The liberality 
of Government in issuing provisions, for some time removed 
absolute want ; and afterwards the natural resources of the 
country, the gradual accumulation of stock, and the dispersion 
of the greater part of the Emigrants, enabled the rest to per­
severe in complying with the term of residence required. 

These disasters have, however, fallen with different degrees 
of severity upon the different classes. The immediate distress 
naturally fell heaviest upon those, who were not possessed of 
the means of averting it, upon the poorer Settlers ; but the 
more lasting consequences of the general failures, have evidently 
fallen to the share of those, who expended their more extensive 
means in supporting their families and servants through this 
succession of misfortune. 
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The relative situation of the three classes, into which the. 
present occupiers of the land naturally divide themselves, may 
be correctly ascertained from the following extracts of their­
letters:-

" I conceive it unnecessary, and indeed it would be un­
pleasant to me to enter into all the particulars of my losses. 
I need only say, that I have cultivated as much land as any 
individual in the district, and that I have reaped no benefit 
whatever from those exertions. These repeated attempts have 
exhausted all my funds. From Caffre depredations, and 
casualties, my loss in stock alone exceeds 2700 Rixdollars. 
Under these distressing circumstances, I feel myself compelled, 
however reluctantly, to request I may be allowed a Loan, to 
enable me to persevere in my endeavours to support a numerous. 
family." 

Another communication to the Sub-Committee, from an 
individual who states, he has expended upwards of 20,000 
Rixdollars :-" I have at present but two servants; I had 
from 10 to 14 persons for the first 3½ years. Had my crops. 
been equal to my expectations, even upon a moderate calcu­
lation, they would have more than covered the whole of my 
expenses. I have reaped about 32 muids of wheat, and the 
same of barley,-one-third of the quantity sown in four years. 
I conceive it impossible to cultivate an acre of land in this. 
Colony, where the price of labor is so very high, for less than 
30 Rixdollars, including the seed." 

A third Claimant says:-" After bringing out servants, and 
every thing suitable for farming, at a vast expense, and after­
three years' hard labor, my capital was so dwindled, as to 
oblige me to dispose of my stock for the mere means of sub­
sistence; and since, I have been obliged to sell my Place to 
meet the heavy demands upon me, occasioned by the very 
high price of labor, without the least return." Be concludes, 
"I have the world to begin again, being at present without 
either house or home, without the means of procuring them, 
and with a family to support." 

A fourth individual writes,-" I brought with me capital 
enough to have comfortably established myself, had my 
operations been conducted by experience, derived from a 
knowledge of the real capabilities of the Country." After· 
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stating losses from rust, flood, &c., he proceeds-" Thus, after 
an indefatigable attempt for three years, I have entirely lost 
my capital, and am precluded from raising myself from my 
present situation, without assistance. But at the same time 
that I make this representation, I disdain appealing to charity; 
I therefore presume to solicit a Loan, repayable after a certain 
term, with annual interest." 

A fifth writer states-" That he was obliged to leave his 
location, in an exposed situation, by the depredations of the 
Caffres, who took from him 30 head of cattle; that he lost 
150 sheep by the rains in October ; that his cultivation is 
quite at a stand for want of hands, which are not to be pro­
·cured ; that he asks for no donation, not ranking himself as a 
distressed Settler; but should any money be advanced by way 
of Loan, he would be glad of such assistance, and could give 
security." 

The applications now forwarded will supply the Committee 
with ample proof, (were it necessary to prove it), that the 
expenditure of capital was an inevitable consequence of the 
failure of the crops, and that great depression and serious 
distress could not but follow that expenditure. 

The loss of the capital has not, however, been confined to 
those, who were possessed of the larger means: the same 

• causes have been attended by similar effects upon all those 
who cultivated the land, the immediate suffering, as before 
observed, increasing as the means to avert it decreased. Of 
this second class, one individual states, "my capital, in goods, 
amounted to £500, but, I am sorry to say, it has been on the 
decrease ever since ; misfortunes have multiplied, servants' 
wages, expense of living, and nothing coming in from the 
land, three years' crops destroyed by the rust, my garden 
swept away by the flood, and eight of my bullocks taken by 
the Caffres. I trust you will take these matters into your 
serious consideration." 

A second observes, "Respecting myself, I beg leave to say, 
that, having brought out a little property, I have expended all 
in agricultural pursuits, which have, unfortunately, brought 
no return ; I now find that grazing is the only sure return, but 
am quite straightened for want of a capital to enable me to do 
.so. If your Committee will kindly assist me with a loan of 
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money for a few years, it would set me on my legs, and I should 
be able to return it with interest." 

A third says, "I brought out a good deal of both goods and 
money, and have nearly expended all, in the cultivation of my 
land, in paying wages, and keeping my family; I brought out 
servant men, but nothing coming in from the land, was obliged 
to dismiss them. I have lost 18 head of Cattle by the Caffres, 
and am not able to purchase more. We are, at this time, 
without milk, from the Caffres taking our cows. I have been 
brought into circumstances I never expected to have seen,­
food very dear, and our clothing nearly worn out. It is hard 
work to persons who never knew the want of the necessaries 
of life. I have never received any relief yet, but hope I may 
be favoured with an equal proportion of what is to be dis­
tributed at this time." 

Without instancing more of the numerous cases now trans­
mitted, the foregoing extracts may prove, that much distress 
may exist, even in a country where the wages of labor are 
high ; that that circumstance alone may be the cause of 
distress to many, and that if it cannot be removed, without 
reducing the respectable farmer to a day-laborer, that this 
alone implies the existence of distress, from which the capitalist 
is generally con idered to be exempted. 

There remains another and more numerous class to be 
noticed, consisting of the poorer emigrants, who brought out 
little more property than the deposit of from £10 to £30 each, 
according to the number of their families. This class was 
enabled to remain on their land, mainly by the assistance in 
provisions supplied by Government ; but as this assistance 
was obtained in the first instance at the expence of two-thirds 
of the sum deposited, it necessarily followed, that a great 
portion of the distress which ensued on the cess~tion of the 
issue of rations was felt by this class. It is true that this was 
in some measure compensated by the prudent economy of 
many, who submitted to great immediate privation, rather 
than kill all the stock issued for their subsistence. Of this 
cln.ss, those without families were in some measure exempted 
from the more serious consequences of the failures and inun­
dations ; work wa • always to be had, and was amply rewarded, 
while those who had families to maintain, were unable to leave 
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them to seek work. Some idea of the sufferings and resources 
of this class may be gathered from the following extracts :-

" When first located, I purchased two cows and one calf, 
with the first instalment of my deposit, which provided me 
a little butter and milk ; that was a great help to us with the 
rations: digged one half-acre, sowed wheat and garden seeds, 
-wheat rusted. Second year removed to more favorable 
place, ploughed two or three acres at expense of 25 dollars, 
digged a small garden, one acre of wheat rusted, barley pro­
duced two muids, my wife and myself built the house, made a 
kraal, fenced 200 yards of corn field ; all this I had to lose, 
the surveyor removing me. By going sometimes to work for 
my neighbouring locaters, also my wife washing or sewing for 
others, obtained one more cow. Third year, living in ---'s 
house, ploughed three acres, at 12 Rds. per acre, sowed q 
with Bengal wheat, for which I paid two skillings per lb. ; 
crop blighted; barley produced three muids; the land having 
been flooded in October last, greatly injured the crops, washing 
down the fence, &c. Fourth year, sowed three acres with 
barley, Indian corn, &c. The produce of this crop has nearly 
supported us for six months. I have at present half an acre 
of barley growing, two acres of Indian corn, beans, potatoes, 
and pumpkins. My stock of cattle ten draught oxen, seven 
cows, three heifers, 5 young oxen, and a few fowls; half share 
of an old waggon, plough, and harrows: I support my family 
by occasionally burni:ig and carrying lime to Grahams Town." 

Another writes, "Not being accustomed to husbandry, I 
have to hire all my work at great expense, and at inconvenient 
seasons ; the sources from which this expense has been 
defrayed, as also, the necessaries of life obtained, have been 
the produce of our cattle, and our industry, myHelf, when able 
to procure materials, making a few pair of Hhoes, my wife by 
doing plain sewing; in this way have we supported oursclve:, 
since the rations ceased to be issued." Several others of the 
same party send statements exhibiting similar results, of great 
misfortune, and privation, gradually giving way to persever­
ance, and economy, and they all unite in the following remarks. 

" The subscribing individuals, beg to assure you, that no 
season has passed unregartlcd, or opportunity neglected, that 
our strength or our means could improve, for the purpose and 
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intent of obtaining a more plentiful supply of the fruits of the 
earth ; every year fresh exertions have been made, in hopes 
of being rewarded for past losses ; every care and attention 
has been paid to the preservation, and increase, of our stock 
of cattle ; our situation does appear to be bettered, in some 
points of view, still it is distressed with many wants; our 
exertions have been baffied for so many years. Our body 
dothes, bed clothes, and many small articles for household 
use, are worn out, and we are greatly in want of them." 

An individual in another party, states, "I came out in 
tolerable circumstances, but, alas ! my money was soon gone, 
my watch, with a tolerable stock of clothes, followed, in short, 
what with expenses of building a house, and cultivating the 
land, which yielded no return, my house taking fire, &c. I was 
so reduced in the beginning of 1823, that I had not a morsel 
to eat, or a shilling in my pocket. I since removed, and have, 
for the last nine months, been employed as a clerk." 

Another states, "Having expended what little property I 
had, in implements, and improvements on my land, from 
which I derived scarcely any benefit, owing to various causes, 
particularly last year, part of my house was washed down, my 
barley and rye buried in the sand, and my garden, on which 
was my chief support, completely washed away, soil and all, 
so as to leave nothing but rocks, where the place had been 
covered with vegetables. Under these circumstances I was 
compelled to leave my land to seek a subsistence at the Kowie, 
not, having sufficient cattle, or means of cultivating, to support 
my family on the land) which is what I greatly desire." 

These are but. a few, and, as the Committee may ascertain, 
not extreme, cases out of upwards of 180 distinct applications 
now forwarded, independent of all those claimants (at least 150 
more) who trust to the statements inserted in the Table, alto­
gether, conveying a mass of evidence calculated to silence the 
mistaken, if not reprehensible, opposition, which has, both here 
and elsewhere, been ineffectually raised against the benevolent 
undertaking of the Committee : an opposition so inconsistent 
as, at one time, to recommend the removal of the Settlers, 
and, at another, to deny the utility of the Subscription raised 
for their relief. 

The Resources open to this class, and the spirits so necessary 
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to Emigrants, which they generally evince, may be remarked 
from the following extracts :-

" The above is a statement of my party's oiroumstano , my 
own included ; they are an industrious set of men, and, being 
free Settlers, they brought out a small quantity of property 
each, but, from loss of oro , and, together with vere 1 
by the flood, and the difficult" incident to a new lement, 
they, and myseH, are quite straightened for ant of a littl 
capital, to enable them to follow their agricultural and grazing 
pursuits more e n ·vely: a loan of a small quantity of 
money, for four or five yea.rs, would relieve them from their 
present embarrassment, and be the means of their future 
weHare. I wish it clearly to be understood, that, m If and 
party are not in want of food or raiment, for, while the price 
of labor remains as it is, these can be obtained by every on 
who is willing to work. If you can kindly assist us as above­
mentioned, we lilhall soon be able to surmount every difficulty, 
and be a :flourishing people. This is written ith the approval 
of the whole party." 

" Having been informed that, some relief is likely to be 
rendered to • Settlers, I beg to nt to your noti 
my vere , &o. I have oultiva: 1' , and (being 
a ant and not n: • to land,) after all my labor O&DDOt 
claim an- inch of land. I b ught up at the tail of the 
plough. If I may preeun:ae to aak relief, my • h • , to ha 
a few cows ; a good plough, "th plenty of land : I could then 
make myseH happy in the Colony." 

For the length of the foregoing e raote, the uh-Commit 
will offer no apology ,-convinced that no general remarks 
could convey so correct a kno ledge of the wan and sufferinga 
of the various 'Classes, and of the manner in which oh 

n affected, by the calamiti hioh have • • t tle-
men:t. From them it may be safely concluded, that the 
Settle in general er under all the dep • on, that naturall 
follo the fruit1ess e nditure of capital and labor ; 
that nothing but the natural advantages a1read noti 
could have so f upport.ed th t ment through t 
diffi • it noountered. From th enracir.s it y 
also be safely inferred, that the veral • ·tatio of inci ntal 
and accidental dist in th ou • the of thia 
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statement, by no means inconsistent with instances of improve­
ment, or with a well-grounded conviction of its ultimate 
prosperity, provided the necessary means are resorted to. 

It appears that many of those persons, who have made the 
greatest sacrifices, decline applying to this source of relief, 
from a knowledge that, however considerable the amount of 
the subscription has been, it can but very inadequately replace 
the capital expended. It is, therefore, after ample considera­
tion of the subject, suggested to the Committee, that the best 
mode of extending to the whole Settlement the effect of their 
benevolent exertions, would be to lend all the influence of 
their situation, to second an application about to be submitted 
to His Excellency the Governor, and to Earl Bathurst, for the 
loan of such a sum of money, upon adequate security and a 
moderate interest, as may meet the wants of the Settlers, 
whether applicants to this fund or not. 

The object next in importance for the relief of the Settlers, 
is the supply of labor. During the immediate pressure of the 
overwhelming calamities which have visited the Settlement, it 
was natural that a most important fact, and an undoubted 
source of serious inconvenience, should be overlooked, or 
slightly dwelt upon,-namely, that labor was at all times 
difficult to be procured. Even during the first months of the 
Settlement, and when it might have been supposed that the 
supply exceeded the demand, such were the encouragement 
and facilities offered for attaining to a certain point of con­
sideration and independence, (the sure characteristics of a 
rising Colony,) that few could withstand such inducements, to 
depart from the engagements made in England. From that 
time, as calamity forced the Settlers to disperse, and as the 
capital employed on the land was expended, this want has 
been more and more felt,-until, as it may be s,een by the 
extracts here inserted, it is complained of, or admitted by, 
all parties. 

Tho indentured servants, therefore, have but in a small 
degree suffered in the general distress. Notwithstanding the 
publicity given to the objects of the Committee, and the 
uncertainty of the application of the funds, but a very small 
number of those who came out as servants have applied; and 
those only, upon the plea of accidental losses by fire, by hurts, 
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or insolvency of their masters; but at the same time, they 
have their full share of the effects of the general want of 
money, being obliged to receive their wages in cattle, or in 
orders upon the shopkeepers, which being mostly paid in 
goods, transfer to the merchant, a great part of the profits of 
the laborer, but without relieving the employer, who must 
eventually pay in cash. That the distress arising from the 
want of labor is serious, and increasing, cannot be doubted, 
and that a supply of it would be a most desirable mode of 
assisting the Settlers, is equally certain ; it would be as 
beneficial to the persons brought out, as to the Colony and to 
the mother country,-while even the present class of laborers 
would participate in the advantages, as they are rapidly 
attaining to the next step in society, and as the country affords 
them ample means of employing labor in their turn. 

But as it appears to the Sub-Committee, that the supply of 
capital should precede that of labor, and that the funds to be 
disposed of can only partially embrace the former object, they 
can now only recommend to the Committee, to exert their 
powerful intercession with Government, to secure, in addition 
to the aid in capital above noticed, a gradual and constant 
supply of such a quantity of labor, as the Settlers can employ, 
which would place them in such a situation, as not to feel the 
broad line of distinction drawn between them, and the older 
colonists, in the regulation, prohibiting the employment of 
slaves. 

The accumulation of stock, is the primary object, as it is at 
present the chief dependence of the Settlement ; but the 
possession of only a small herd, must not be allowed to imply 
the absence of all other wants, as the grazier can no more part 
with his stock, to relieve his immediate necessities than the 
mechanic can dispense with the implements of his trade. In 
addition to this, it is essential to observe, that the cattle (calves 
being included in the account) cannot be averaged higher than 
from 8 to 10 rixdollars per head ; that the want, of money 
renders their sale, unless by occasional barter, almost impos­
sible ; and that less than 70 to 80 head, will not afford the bare 
means of subsistence. 

It must be evident, from what has been said, that after the 
demands of immediate want are satisfied, the means of pro-

 

 



Rcco,·ds of the Cape Colony. 131 

curing stock is the best mode of applying general assistance,­
while the obvious objection of the confined extent of the 
locations, would be in some measure removed, as the same 
means could be applied, according to the circumstances, in 
purchasing such of the vacated allotments, as have not been 
forfeited to Government, and already applied to the use of the 
persons remaining on the land. 

The Sub-Committee have upon the foregoing ground, and 
after the most mature deliberation, to offer it as their opinion, 
that the funds placed at the disposal of the Committee, may 
be applied "in a way that will prove satisfactory to those, 
whose liberality they are called on to dispense, and be most 
suitable to the circumstances and feelings of the Settlers 
themselves," by rendering pecuniary assistance by loan, or 
otherwise, to those Settlers now on their land and such other 
applicants as they may deem deserving; and the Sub-Com­
mittee trust, that the accompanying documents will be found 
to substantiate their opinions, as well as to convey all the 
information required of them. 

When the effects of the misfortunes, which it has fallen 
within the scope of this Report to examine, are considered in 
conjunction with others, (which the Sub-Committee have 
studiously refrained from adverting to,) it must afford real 
satisfaction to the benefactors of the Society, to remark the 
general existence of a most praise-worthy feeling amongst all 
dasses, which induces them to prefer aid by loan, to any mode 
of gratuitous assistance. 

In approving this species of assistance upon general principles, 
and where the demands are so numerous and pressing, it must 
follow, that the Committee, notwithstanding the most anxious 
care, must in some cases fail to ascertain, with accuracy, the 
comparative urgency or merits of every claim ; i.'11stances of 
disappointment may and must occur, when individuals have 
over-rated either their own claims, or the amount of the funds; 
and, upon the other hand, the advantages of the subscription, 
may extend themselves to persons so circumstanced, as to 
furnish instances (to those solicitous to discover them) of 
apparent, or even of actual, 1nisapplication. But as these can 
only form insignificant exceptions, inseparable from the dis­
pensation of a great and general relief, they cannot affect the 
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universal feeling of gratitude, with which the Settlers in 
Albany must ever acknowledge the generosity of their Country­
men, and the arduous and beneficent exertions of the Committee. 

(Signed) GEO. PrnoT. 
DUNCAN CAM:PBELL. 
THOMAS PHILLIPS. 
MILES BOWKER. 
DoN. Moonrn. 
s. KAY. 

Albany, 24th November, 1824. 

ANNEXURE. 

Copy of Circular to the Heads of Parties. 

ALBANY, Aug. 27, 1824. 

Srn,-The Committee of the "Society for the relief of 
Distressed Settlers/' having deputed us to collect information, 
for their guidance, in dispensing the funds, we have to request, 
that you will forward us all the information in your power, 
regarding the circumstances of such of your party, as are now 
on their land, and further, that whether a claimant yourself, 
or, as contributing information, that you will favor us with an 
interview, as early as possible. 

The whole Sub-Committee will meet at Pigot Park, every 
Wednesday, from 10 to 2, and two members will attend daily, 
to receive applications, at the same place, and between the 
same hours. 

By desire of the Sub-Committee, 

(Signed) 

Mr. Head of Party. 

[Original.] 

Letter from MR. W. A. HANKEY to R. WILMOT HOR'l'ON, ESQRE. 
FENCHURCH STREET, 22 April 1825. 

DEAR Srn,- In reference to the communication which you 
made to me on the subject of the Printing Press, which the 
Missionary Society wish to send to the Cape of Good Hope, I 
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feel entire confidence in offering to Earl Bathurst the guarantee 
of my assurance, that the use of it shall be restricted to the 
purposes stated in my former application for his Lordship's 
sanction to that measure. 

I shall beg therefore to presume, that this assurance (which 
I should be sorry to offer to his Lordship on insufficient grounds) 
will prove satisfactory to his Lordship, and shall act upon that 
persuasion, should I not hear from you to the contrary. 

I am &c. 

(Signed) WM. ALERS HANKEY. 

. [Copy.) 

Further Report ilpon J. T. ERITH's Case and Claims. 

The former Report, dated 9th November 1824., contained 
every material circumstance bearing upon this person's case. 
The present Memorials of 29 November and 30 December do 
but reiterate the previous demands, and deny the correctness 
of the Commissariat Claims against Memorialist. 

With regard to the demand for the diagram and Title to the 
Location, it is found that J. T. Erith did not occupy the Land 
for the full term, but left it towards the latter end of the Year 
1822; therefore not having fulfilled the conditions of occupa­
tion and cultivation he has no absolute right to the Land. 

With respect to the remuneration claimed for the loss of 
Cattle taken by the Caffres, it is not possible to give other 
information than that he has been repeatedly told by the 
Landdrost that he had no more Cattle to distribute. I do not 
therefore see that any remuneration can be made to him. 

As to this Man's complaint upon the commissariat claim 
against him " of charges of Items which he never knew were 
in Issue," it is only necessary to say that his signature is affixed 
to the Receipts for those Items. 

Upon the Assertion of "the dates commencing before he 
saw the Shores of Africa," that by the Official returns he 
arrived in the Brilliant Transport in Simon's Bay on the 30th 
April 1820, sailed thence the 10th May, and by Major Cloete's 
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Official Report dated Algoa Bay 23rd May it is stated that 
"Erith's (among others) Party have been dispatched to their 
Locations," it is not too much then to believe that Erith had 
landed and drawn Stores at Algoa Bay on the 19th May, the 
first date in the Commissariat claim, corroborated by his own 
Receipt. 

The detailed particulars of the claim as furnished by me 
being doubted by this person, I procured from the Commis­
sariat Officer on the Frontier the Original Receipts, and on 
their coming to hand apprized J. T. Erith of their arrival and 
invited him to an inspection of them ; this he declined, and 
demanded copies thereof, which demand cannot of course be 
complied with (as this Man has already expressed doubts of the 
authenticity of a document furnished by me). 

Cape Town, 22nd April 1825. 

(Signed) w. HAYWARD. 

[Copy.] 

Letter from the CHIEF JUSTICE and ME:\1BERS OF THE COURT to 
Lo RD CHARLEi3 SmrnRSET. 

CAPE TowN, 25tl1 April 1825. 

MY LORD !-We have the Honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of a Letter from the Colonial Office dated the 20th Instant, 
requiring Copy of Translation of the Trial of Galant and others ; 
and as the Court had resolved immediately after the termina­
tion of the Trial to forward one to Your Excellency, and for 
that purpose caused a Translation to be made with all possible 
expedition, the Court. is therefore now enabled to forward the­
same to Your Excellency. We have &c. 

The Chief Justice and Members of the Court. 

(Signed) 

By order of the Court. 

J. A. TRUTER. 

(Signed) D. F. BERRANGE, Secretary. 
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[Copy.] 

Letter frorn MR. WrLLIA~I HAYWARD to MR. JOHN GREGORY. 

CAPE TowN, 25th April 1825. 

Srn,-1 have the honor to hand you herewith for the infor­
mation of His Majesty's Commissioners of Inquiry the answers 
which I have been able to collect to the Interrogatories with 
which they entrusted me on the occasion of my late mission to 
Clanwilliam. * * * * I have &c. 

(Signed) WJ.\,L HAYWARD. 

[Copy.] 

Report of MR. WILLIAM HAYWARD upon the Lands allotted to 
the British Settlers at and near Clanwilliam. 

These Lands are situated in the Vale of the Oliphants River 
at the foot of the N ardow Mountains, a portion is intersected 
by the Jan Dissels River. No irrigation is here obtained from 
the Oliphants River. The Jan Dissels River and two small 
waters (one of which is uncertain in its supply) do afford 
irrigation to some arable ground. The Country is chiefly light 
sand, thinly covered with low Bushes ; the principal part is fit 
only for Winter Pasturage. It is estimated that the Pasturage 
will support 300 Head of Cattle taking the whole year round. 
The whole extent of these Lands approximates to 6000 Morgen. 
The extent of the Land absolutely capable of Tillage cannot 
well be . estimated. That in Kleine Valley is presumed to 
be about 70 Morgen (but subject to uncertainty in its supply 
of Water); the rest collectively may possess about the same 
quantity. It is the practice of the Country to sow as many 
muids of Corn as will yield a required and expected crop. Tho 
usual rate of sowing is i Muid per Morgen. The Average 
Return is 20 for l. o cultivation is undertaken unless irriga­
tion can be commanded. 

It is collected from the information obtained from several 
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both old and newly established Inhabitants, that the Lands 
distributed to the Settlers might support 

The Partridge Vallies including Taay Bush 
Kraal as being one property 25 People 

30 Kleine Valley 
Sea Cow Valley, Clanwilliam 20 

75 People 

The Estate called Jan Dissels Valley was never allotted to 
Settlers, it was the private property of J. H. Nieuwoudt, it is 
supposed capable of supporting 25 People. 

The old Estate of Fiet, when the whole of the above formed 
one property, is said to have supported about 60 People. 

It is to be remarked that all agree in opinion on this one 
point, and mean it to be distinctly understood that each Estate 
should be a property in possession of One Individual, and under 
one Controul, to enable it to support the numbers stated, 
which are further to be presumed to consist of the usual Estab­
lishment of men, women and children. It is not to be inferred 
that these Properties would support the numbers stated if 
subdivided into small allotments. 

CAPE Tow:N, 25 April 1825. 
(Signed) W:\1. HAYWARD. 

[Original.] 

Letter from ABRAHAM BoRRADAILE, EsQRE., to the RIGHT HoN. 

WM. HUSKISSON. 

COMMITTEE ROOM, 25 Roon LANE 

25th April I 825. ' 

Srn,-1 have the honour to enclose herein a Copy of a 
:Memorial addressed to the Lords of His Majesty's Treasury 
praying that sundry articles the produce of the Colony of the 
Cape of Good Hope may receive the benefit of the proposed 
alteration of duties ; and I most respectfully request your 
favourable attention to such parts of it as fall within your 
department for Consideration. 
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I avail myself of the opportunity whioh this Communication 
affords to point out some other circumstances respecting the 
trade of the Cape of Good Hope, of which I also beg leave to 
request your favourable Consideration. 

The geographical position of the Cape of Good Hope plainly 
marks it out as peculiarly adapted for being made a Free port, 
and it seems to have been viewed in this light by His Majesty's 
Government even before they began to apply the Principles of 
Free Trade in other quarters, for by the order in Council of the 
12 July 1820 the foreign European Trade was partially opened 
to this Colony; and by the act of Parliament of 2nd July 1821, 
2 Geo. 4, Chap. 45, the East India Trade was also laid open to 
it; and the Colonial Government appears not to have been 
backward in its endeavours to promote th views, for the 
privilege of Bonding Goods (whioh by the Proclamation of 
24 June 1814 was confined to goods coming from the Eastward) 
was by the proclamation of 18 April 1822 extended to goods 
coming from the Westward, provided two thirds of the value 
of the Goods so Bonded were re-exported in produce of the 
Cape or of other goods which had been previously legally 
imported there. 

What is now therefore chiefly required by the Colony in 
order to place its foreign Trade upon a proper footing is an 
e tended application of those principles, and also that all new 
regulations of the Trade may be made by one and the same 
authority, and not, as at present, partly by orders in Council 
and Act of Parliament in Great Britain, and partly by Govern­
ment Proclamations • ued at the Cape of Good Hope, which 
ho ever well intended may sometimes accidentally counteract 
the intentions of the m ures adopted at home for the benefit 
of the Trade of the Colony. 

It is submitted therefore that it ould be visable to 
nd by an order in uncil the operation of the order of July 

l 20 to all goods and erchandize ha oever coming from the 
t ard, not e eluding as heretofo anufactures of Cotton, 

Iron, and ool ; and also that the operation of the Proclama­
tion of April 1822 should bee nd by giving the privilege 
of &rehousing under Bond at the pe of all goods wha er 

hether British or Foreign without any triction as to return 
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It would also be indispensable to the successful prosecution 
of this branch of trade that liberty be given to Bond such 
goods in any Merchant's warehouse in Capetown which might 
be reported by the proper officers to be sufficiently secure, and 
not to be confined for such purposes to the Custom-house ware­
house as has hitherto been the case, which does not afford 
sufficient accommodation to the trade on its present limited 
scale, and which would certainly be quite inadequate if the 
measures now recommended were adopted. 

The trade from the Eastward of the Colony, with the excep­
tion of that from China, is better regulated than the trade from 
the Westward. 

The trade from China is entirely monopolized by the East 
India Company and their officers, and confined by them 
almost entirely to the supply of the Colony itself, nor can 
any hope be entertained of the extension of this branch of 
trade during the continuance of the Company's Charter, unless. 
it should seem fit to His Majesty's Government, with the 
consent of the Hon'ble East India Company, to permit a 
direct trade between China and the Cape of Good Hope in all 
articles, te,a, not excepted, by which means, the Colony would not 
only be supplied for its own consumption on more reasonable 
terms, but a depot might be formed there of the produce and 
manufactures of India and China, from which the demands of 
other British Colonies could be supplied, as well as that of the 
various Countries of Europe and the American Continents. It 
is well known that on account of the heavy expence incurred 
by the East India Company that scarcely any part of the Con­
sumption of the Continents of Europe and America for Tea is 
supplied by the East India Company, but that this trade is. 
almost exclusively carried on by ships and capital belonging to 
the United States. There can be no doubt if the China trade 
was opened to the Cape of Good Hope, in the manner I havo 
endeavoured to point out, that in a very short time a most 
important share of this very valuable trade would be available 
to British Capital and enterprise. It would even become the 
interest of the United States Merchants, to send to the Capo 
for those products in preference to sending to the more distant 
markets of India and China. 

In fact the advantages of conferring this privilege on tho 
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Cap arc so obvious that I cannot think they have escaped 
the penetration of Hi 1fajesty's Government, and I ought 
rather to apologize to you for now suggesting them, but the 
object is so important that I trust you will hold me excused. 

As the means by which this object can be attained are so 
simple, as it interferes with no existing British Interest, creates 
no monopoly, and requires no eparate protection, but merely 
an extended application of the principles of Free Trade already 
acted on with regard to this Colony itself, and now about to 
be made the foundation of the general System of British 
Commercial policy, I apprehend there will be no difficulty on 
the part of Government in qualifying the Cape of Good Hope 
to receive the full benefit of this enlightened system, which is 
so well adapted for enabling that Colony to improve its many 
local advantages. 

The China Trade to the Cape at present is confined to what 
can be carried on by means of the East India Company's two 
annual Ships, which of course precludes the conveyance of any 
bulky goods, or goods of any kind, to any great extent, for tho 
freight of £40 to £50 sterling per ton exacted for goods brought 
from China to the Cape by these vessels is equivalent to a 
prohibition, except for the supply of the monopoly trade of 
the Colony it elf, which is thereby necessarily rendered of a 
very limited extent, nor is to be expected that the officers of 
these Ships can withdraw any very large Capital from the 
trade which they carry on at present in making their returns 
to England, in order to invest it in such a new trade as is now 
contemplated, even if the tonnage of these two annual ship 
admitted of it, which is not the case. 

1 have further to observe that the vigilance and activity of 
the Officers of the Customs at the Cape have been hitherto. 
generally exerted in throwing every possible irrv,_)ediment in 
the way of the Trade with China being carried on by any 
parties other than the East India Company or their officers, 
ven when these parties had obtained the East India Company's. 

sanction. 
Should the trade which is now prayed for be permitted by His 

Majesty's Government it is to be hoped that the mode of 
carrying it on may be so distinctly specified as to insure the 
cordial co-operation of the Revenue Officers of the Cape, 
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whose zeal has hitherto led them to consider " the protection 
of the manufactures of the United Kingdom as one of their 
first duties," even after the order in Council issued by His 
Majesty's Government had shewn very plainly that such was 
not the principle upon which the trade of the Colony was 
intended by His Majesty's Government thenceforward to be 
exclusively regulated. 

I beg most respectfully to solicit your consideration of the 
above remarks, and to say that I will be ready at any time to 
wait upon you along with a deputation from the trade to 
answer any questions you may deem it necessary to put to us. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) ABRAHAl\1 BORRADAILE, 
Chairman of the Committee of the Cape of Good Hope. 

[Original.] 

Letter from LORD CHARLES SOMERSET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE OF Goon HOPE, April 26th 1825. 

MY LoRD,-It is with deep concern I have to report to 
Your Lordship that a most inhuman murder was committed 
by a Gang of Slaves in the district of Worcester, about 120 
miles from Cape Town, on the 2nd February last, upon W. N. 
van der Merwe, J. H. van Rensburg, and J.M. Verlee. 

I have delayed to report this circumstance at an earlier 
period, as I felt that it was one of such Interest that Your 
Lordship would be desirous of receiving all the particulars 
authenticated, which could only be obtained from the pro­
ceedings in the trial of the Criminals, and which being volu­
minous have occupied a considerable time in translating. I 
have now however the honor to transmit them and to inform 
Your Lordship that the several Sentences have been carried 
into Execution,-the Capital Punishment at Worcester. 

I have the honor also to transmit to Your Lordship Copy of 
a Letter addressed to me by the Chief Justice and Members 
-of the Court of Justice, and also Copies of two Letters from 
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the Landdrost and board of Landdrost and Heemraden of 
Stellenbosch (the district which contains the greatest number 
of Slaves in the Colony with the exception of Cape Town), one 
stating the alarm and apprehension that exist in the minds of 
the Slave Proprietors and soliciting that a Military Detachment 
should be stationed at Stellenbosch, the other requiring some 
arms and ammunition. 

It appears from the best inquiries that I could make that 
the minds of Slaves have been excited by an expectation that 
some great benefits, if not emancipation, were intended them 
by the Government. This expectation has caused a restlessness • 
in their minds tending (particularly amongst the Females) to 
insubordination. I was also informed that many of them 
conceived that the provisions of the Proclamation I issued on 
the 18th March 1823 gave them greater rights than it really 
did. I considered it expedient therefore briefly but clearly to 
cause to be explained to them by the local authorities personally 
throughout the Colony, the extent of the benefits which that 
Proclamation ensured to them, and have the honor to transmit 
a Copy of that Document. 

I have also deemed it right to comply with the requests of 
the Landdrost of Stellenbosch, in placing a Military Detachment 
at Stellenbosch, and in affording him the arms and ammunition 
solicited. 

It would not become me to enter at this moment on the 
delicate subject respecting Slavery in this Colony, as I shall 
have the honor of doing so as soon as I can collect every 
necessary information to bring the subject together with Your 
Lordship's Dispatch relative thereto, under the consideration 
of Council. 

In the mean time I feel it my duty most strenuously and 
earnestly to urge Your Lordship to an Encrease to the Military 
Force here, as early as possible. The present Military Force 
is under any circumstances scarcely adequate to the ordinary 
duties required of it, and should any extraordinary Service be 
demanded, which the subject of Slavery may not improbably 
render necessary, it is my duty to say that it is totally in­
sufficient. 1 have &c. 

(Signed) CIURLES HENRY SOMERSET. 
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[Copy.] 

Letter f ram the LA~DDROST m' STELLENBOSCH lo the SECRETARY 

TO GovERN:\1ENT. 

LANDDR0ST's OFFL<' E, 

STJ,LLENBOS<;H, April 20th 1825. 

Srn,-It becomes my painful but imperative duty to com­
municate to you for the information of His Excellency the 
Governor, that several circumstances have lately occurred 
evincing a spirit of unreasonable dissatisfaction and insubor­
dination on the part of the Slave population of this very popu­
lous and extensive District, and which, l am sorry to observe 
and to detail, has occasioned a considerable degree of alarm 
among the Christian Inhabitants here, and which J beg to 
submit for His Excellency's consideration. 

1st. From the innumerable desertions that arc eom;tantly 
taking place among the Slaves, and consequent apprehensions, 
I have frequent opportunities of seeing and observing the 
temper and disposition they display, and I have no hesitation 
in declaring that it is an unwillingness to do their duty (from a 
mistaken notion of expected emancipation) without any 
apparent reason or ju ·t cause, as unwarrantable on their pa1is 
as unjust and ruinous towards their owners. 

2nd. Some of the Mountains, Sir ! are infested and inhabited 
by gangs of runa·way and rebellious Slaves, plundering the 
neighbouring Farmers of Cattle &c., and which I suspect has 
led in more than one instance to actual 11urd<•r, rendering it 
absolutely necessary for those who travel to kePp themselves 
armed, a thing hitherto unknown in the history of this Colony. 

3rd. The Prison also, Sir, within these few Months has heen 
fuller of apprehended Slaves belonging to tlwse variow, .)foun­
tain gangs, and others who have been sent to it, from thrir 
insubordinate and rebellious conduct towards their }laskrs, 
than haR ever been the case in the memory of the oldc8t 
Inhabitants, and which the late reports of the Prison here will, 
I am sorry to state, hut too dearly prove. 

,1th. That in consequ<•nce of this disposition of the SlavPs, 
the t,~o Churches of this District have been for many weeks 
hut thmly attended, and that of the Paarl on a cNtain 1-lunday 
almost abandoned from an apprehension on the part of the 
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Community that their Slaves might be guilty of some violence, 
thereby rendering it unsafe for them to quit their Houses. 

5th. That from the same feeling of alarm the Christian 
Inhabitants are in the habit of having nightly patrols, with the 
view of mutually protecting their re pective properties, and 
that on a very recent occasion in thit:i Village when it became 
necessary to fire a gun at night at a dog that was supposed to 
be mad, the Christian Inhabitants immediately turned out in 
great consternation, :-;ome armed, from a feeling that some 
revolutionary irnmrrection had actually commenced amongst 
the Slaves. 

rrhis disposition therefore on the part of the Slaves is more 
to be lamented, and more to be deprecated, from the ingratitude 
it displayi:; for the many benefits they received from His 
Excellency's Proclamation of the 18th March 1823, and which 
has been so progressively contributing to ameliorate and 
improve their condition. 

With the view then of tranquillizing the fears and apprehen­
sions of the Christian Inhabitants in some degree, I have mo t 
respectfully to suggest to His Excellency the necessity of 
quartering for any length of time a Company of Soldiers in 
this Village, if they can conveniently be spared from the 
garrison duties of Cape Town, as independent Sir, of the feeling 
of Security it would convey to the Inhabitants generally, it 
would be felt as another pledge of His Excellency's wisdom 
and paternal care towards them. 

That there is at this moment ir ! a feeling of insecurity aad 
alarm among the Christian Population of this District, I am 
willing to admit; but I am sanguine enough to hope that 
through the benevolent measures of His Excellency it will not 
be of long duration; however in justice to the Inhabitants of 
this District whose property almost entirely consi ts in laves, 
I think it my duty to make this representation, that should 
His Excellency deem it not incompatible with the political 
Welfare of the Colony, and it should in other respects meet His 
Excellency's approbation, I feel convinc<>d it would greatly 
contribute to appease that sensation of alarm and that feeling 
of insecurity which recent Events in a. neighbouring District 
have so unhappily occasion d. I have &c. 

(Signed) D. J. YAX RYNEVELD, Lancldrost. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from LORD CHARLES SOMERSET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE OF Goon HOPE, 27th April 1825. 

MY LORD,-Reverting to my Despatch of the 31st of March 
last No. 160, in which I had the honor to notify to Your Lord­
ship my intention to dispose of the Erven (Lots of Ground for 
Building) at the newly established Drostdy at Somerset, It is 
with much satisfaction I have now the Honor to report to 
Your Lordship that Eighty Three Lots were disposed of by 
Public Auction on the 13th and 14th Instant, which produced 
Fifty Thousand Eight Hundred and Sixty Four Rixdollars, 
yielding an annual Interest towards the Expenses of the 
District of Three Thousand and Fifty One RiYdollars, Six 
Skillings and Four Stivers. I have to add that there are still 
to be disposed of upwards of Two Hundred Lots, equally 
advantageous in fertility. 

I have reason to calculate also that when the Lands of the 
new District shall be measured and granted they will yield, at 
a very easy Rent to the Grantees, an annual Income of Nineteen 
Thousand Rixdollars. 

From these favorable circumstances relative to the Finance 
of the new District and the benefits that must always arise 
from the forming of a Town, in a thinly populated Country, I 
anticipate with much pleasure your Lordship's entire appro­
bation of this new Establishment. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SOMERSET. 

[Original.] 

Letter from ABRAHAM BoRRADAILE, EsQRE., to EARL BATIIURRT. 

Co111MITTEE Roo,r, 25 Roon LANE, 27171 April 1825. 

Y[y LoRn,-I have the honor to enclose Copies of a Iemorial 
forwarded to the Lords of the Treasury upon the subject of the 
Cape of Good Hope Duties and of a Letter to Mr. Hm,ki,;,;011 

respecting the extension of the Trade of the Colony, to which 
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I beg leave most respectfully to call your Lordship's attention 
and to solicit your usual kind patronage on behalf of that 
unfortunate Settlement which in consequence of recent evimt.R 
stands more in need of it than ever. A deputation of the 
Trade will wait your Lordship's pleasure should you think it 
right to favour them with an interview to answer any questions 
your Lordship may think proper to put to them on these 
subjects. I have &c. 

(Signed) ABRAHAM BoRRADAILE, 
Chairman of the Cape of Good Hope 

Trade Committee. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from EARL BATHURST to LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

DOWNING STREET, LONDON, 28th April 1825. 

MY LoRD,-I transmit enclosed for your Excellency's con­
sideration copies of various representations which I have 
received from Messrs. Pringle, D. P. Francis and Benjamin 
Wilmot complaining of acts done by your Excellency and by 
certain Officers of your Government to the injury of their 
interests, and praying to be indemnified for the losses which 
they allege to have thereby sustained. 

With respect to the case of Mr. Pringle, I have to desire 
that your Excellency will transmit to me copies of the obser­
vations in the 2nd number of the South African Journal which 
are stated to have been considered a infringing the conditions 
upon which the publication of that journal was authorised, 
and you will likewise furnish me with a copy of the Official 
communication which was made upon this subject by the 
l!'iscal to Messrs. Pringle and Fairbairn on the 13th of May 
last. 

As much stress is laid upon the nature of the observations 
which your Excellency addressed to Mr. Pringle on the occasion 
which led to his resignation of the sub-librarianship to yom 
Government, it will be desirable that l should receive an 

xn. L 
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aoourate report of hat passed at bis interview with our 
tioeUency; and as the Chief Justice ia stated to ha e been 
preaent, you will apply to him for a report of the oonveraation. 

In your Uency's dispatch of th 3rd of July l 2' ou 
state that . Pringle had i " v ey aid " from your 
Government to arda the tabliahment of bis rammar ool; 
upon this subject you will be good enough to acquaint me 'th 
the nature of that asaiatanoe as 11 to furniah me with aome 
explanation of the ciroumstanoea hich . Pringle pnaemt.e 
to have led to the diaiolution of bis hool. 

In the dispatch to hich I have alluded I o e that 
• des being allowed to tra.mfer bis original grant of land to 

his Brother, . Pringle's application for an extension of that 
grant had not only been favourably met but he had received a 
grant of 9,400 acres of land for himself. Th are ciroum-
tancea upon which your E oellency will feel that it ia indis­

pensably oeaaaey that I should receive the fulleat e laliation, 
in order that I may understand upon hat principle . Pringle 
app • now to me for another grant of land, after having 
already received nch extraorclhaary indulgen from your 
Go ernment. 

t.emen of .... Fran • and 
lQIIIOOOmplldtd by an 

oooJd en& to a: • 
I ha only to • our EsA.U.m 
detailed report ~ their reepecm,re 

[ Oftl Copy.] 

Ldler' fro,A EilL B TB17B8T lo tAe Co 

G·~l'Lla.a.ca . 
:=~ • .;;. ' 
plaining Qf done 
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Hope to their prejudice and praying to be indemnified for the 
losses which th~y allege to have thereby sustained. 

As it appears that you have had opportunities of investigating 
the cases of Messrs. Francis and Benjamin Wilmot I have only 
to desire that you will transmit to me a report on the truth of 
the parts upon which they found their claim to the con­
sideration of His Majesty's Government. 

If Mr. Pringle should not have left the Colony before this 
Instruction reaches you, you will intimate to him your readiness 
to investigate such complaints as he may be desirous of sub­
mitting to your consideration. I am &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

L Original.] 

Letter from LORD CHARLES SmrnRSET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, 28 April 1825. 

::\lY LoRD,-1 have had the honor to receive Your Lordship's 
Despatch of the 29th of September 1824, stating that Your 
Lordship had remarked in one of the papers enclosed in my 
Despatch of the 21st of May, some allusion to the case of a 
Mulatto who was judicially condemned to a Fine of Thirty 
Rixdollars for having pursued and assaulted a female, and 
desiring me to transmit for Your Lordship's information a 
Report of the proceedings which were had in that case, and in 
reply thereto I beg leave to transmit a Translated Copy of the 
Proceedings that took place in the Case in question. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SOMERSET. 

l The case was an ordinary police one, in which disreputable 
language occurs, and is not of the slightest importance, so I 
have not copied it.-G. M. T.] 
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[Original.] 

Letter from Lo RD CHARLES SOMERSET to EARL BATHURST. 
CAPE OF GooD HOPE, 28th April 1825. 

MY LoRD,-I have the honor to state to Your Lordship that 
a Defalcation in the Revenue of this Colony, has lately been 
discovered here, which I regret to say, most materially im­
plicates the Character of one of the late Members of the Court 
of Justice, and who, on being required to give an explanation 
of the circumstances of the case, made a report thereon by no 
means satisfactory, and very shortly afterw11rds committed 
Suicide by cutting his throat. 

The discovery arose from the Commissioners of Inquiry 
having demanded a Statement of the annual Profits of the 
Bank paid into the Treasury since 1806, and on ;nspecting the 
same, they remarked that no Profit whatever was credited to 
the Bank in the Treasury Account of 1814 for the preceding 
year. 

On application to the Directors of the Bank to explain this 
fact a receipt was produced signed by Mr. Bresler, then Deputy 
Receiver (Mr. Dashwood being Receiver General) for the sum 
of Thirty Six Thousand, two hundred and Seventy Seven 
Rixdollars, Two Skillings and Two Stivers, as received from 
Mr. Crozier, Cashier of the Bank, on account of the Treasury, 
and which amount exactly tallies with the actual Profits of 
the Bank in the year 1813. 

Mr. Bresler (who has been for some time past one of the 
Members of the Court of Justice), was called upon to state 
why this Money had not been brought to account. This 
demand with his reply thereto are herewith enclosed, and 
Your Lordship will perceive that the Explanation given was 
by no means satisfactory. 

I was therefore about to take further steps for investigating 
the case, when a Report was brought to me that Mr. Bresler 
had committed suicide. 

Under these unpleasant circumstances, I have adopted the 
only resource left for me to protect the interests of Government, 
by instructing the Fiscal to take legal measures for recovering 
from the property of the deceased, the amount stated in his 
receipt, viz. Thirty Six Thousand, two hundred and Seventy 
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Seven Rixdollars, Two Skillings and two Stivers, and for 
which that Document makes him responsible. I understand 
that the Estate will be fully sufficient for the liquidation of 
this debt to Government, but as the deceased has left a Family 
who will by this unfortunate event be deprived of their principal 
means of support, I trust Your Lordship will approve under 
these circumstances of my not having claimed Interest on the 
amount of the Debt. It will naturally strike Your Lordship 
that an Error of so glaring a nature, involving the amount of 
one of the principal annual Branches of Revenue here, could 
not have passed unnoticed, had there been anything like an 
efficient Audit of the Accounts of the two Departments, the 
Bank and the Receiver General's Office. In my own defence 
therefore I feel bound to acquaint Your Lordship that this 
Error took place early in the year 1814 previously to my 
assuming the Government of this Colony, and that the Books 
of the Receiver General for the first Quarter of the year 1814 
are certified as examined by Major (now Colonel) Munro, who 
then acted as Civil Auditor. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SOMERSET. 

[Enclosure 1 in the above.] 

COLONIAL OFFICE, 14th March 1825. 

Srn,-It appearing from a receipt (an authenticated Copy of 
which is enclosed) granted by you to Mr. Crozier, the Cashier 
of the Discount Bank, on the 17th of January 1814, in your 
Capacity as Deputy Receiver General, that a sum of Thirty Six 
Thousand, Two Hundred and Seventy Seven Rixdollars, Two 
Skillings and Two Stivers was paid into His Majesty's Treasury 
and no entry of such receipt having been made in the Books 
of the Receiver General, I am directed by His Excellency the 
Governor to call upon you to lose no time in explaining to me 
for His Excellency's information under what circumstances 
and by whose authority the aforesaid sum of Thirty Six 
Thousand Two Hundred and Seventy Seven Rixdollars Two 
Skillings and Two Stivers was omitted to be carried to the 
Credit of His Majesty's Government. . I have &c. 

F. R. Bresler, Esq. 
(Signed) P. G. BRINK. 
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Received from Mr. R. Crozier the sum of Thirty Six Thousand 
Two Hundred and Seventy Seven Rixdollars Two Skillings 
and Two Stivers on account of the Treasury. 

Receiver General's Office, 17th January 1814. 

(Signed) F. R. BRESLER. 

[Enclosure 2 in the above.] 

CAPE TOWN, 15th March 1825. 

Sm,-I beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter 
of yesterday, and have the honor to state, for the information 
of His Excellency the Governor that, when I was Deputy 
Receiver General, it was the custom when there was not 
sufficient Money for the payment of the Warrants, then, with 
the knowledge of the Receiver General, to apply to the Discount 
Bank for a temporary Loan, for which a receipt was given 
according to the form which accompanies your Letter, differing 
from those more in detail which the several Collectors usually 
received when they paid in their respective receipts ; when 
these temporary Loans were repaid, the receipt was returned, 
and nothing more took place, and without either the one or 
the other being entered into the Books of the Receiver General. 
Probably owing to the multiplicity of business, or otherwise, 
was this receipt not rP,turned ; to this alone can I ascribe the 
cause that a receipt which was given ten or eleven years ago, 
now only is forthcoming, which surely appears strange to me, 
not being able at this time to bring anything farther respecting 
it to my recollection.-! have &c. 

(Signed) F. R. BRESLER. 

P. G. Brink, Esqre., Assistant Government Secretary. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from R. W. HORTON, EsQRE., to MR. BISHOP BURNETT. 

DOWNING STREET, 28 April 1825. 

Sm,-I have laid before Earl Bathurst your letter of the 
14th Instant. 
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His Lordship has desired me to observe that in the com­
munication which was made to you on the 9th Instant it was 
not meant to be implied in the slightest degree that you had 
transmitted to him intentionally imperfect copies of the 
proceedings upon your trial. It was simply intended to explain 
to you that until those proceedings reached this department 
in a complete and authentic form, it would be impossible for 
his Lordship to act upon them. 

These documents appeared to his Lordship to be incomplete 
from the omission of the proceedings in appeal to the full 
Court which you state to have confirmed the original sentence 
of the Commissioners ; and with respect to the authenticity 
of the papers, (which I take this opportunity of returning in 
compliance with your request) his Lordship could under no 
circumstances view them as possessing that character unless 
their official accuracy were certified to him by the proper 
authorities. 

As it appears that my letter of the 14th Inst. contains a 
verbal error which alters the sense of the sentence in which 
allusion is made to your recent trial, I have to request that 
you will return that communication and receive the enclosed 
transcript in lieu of it . I am &c. 

(Signed) R. W. HORTON. 

[Original.] 

Replies of LIEUTENANT-COLONEL BIRD to Questions by the 
COMMISSIONERS OF ENQUIRY. 

Lieutenant-Colonel Bird returns herewith replies to the 27 
Interrogatories transmitted to him by the Commissioners of 
Inquiry on the 21st instant. 

It is painful to Lieutenant Colonel Bird to be obliged to 
return answers which not being altogether satisfactory to 
himself, he fears may be less so to the Commissioners; but 
without minutes or memoranda to refer to, he feels it impossible 
to be as correct and precise as he could wish to be, or as diffuse 
as the importance of the subjects appears to him to have 
required that he should have been. 
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A mere affirmative, or negative, to some of the Queries, 
would not have elucidated them; it has been necessary 
therefore, in some instances, to adduce fact to support theory. 

Lieutenant Colonel Bird trusts the Commissioners will make 
allowance for the difficulties into which he has unexpectedly 
been thrown. 

Impressed with the opinion that he should not have any 
Queries put to him, from the first Communication of the 
Commissioners, when they acquainted Lieutenant Colonel Bird 
to the effect that they should only correspond with him through 
the Governor; confirmed in that opinion by Mr. Bigge having 
verbally informed him that the Commissioners would require 
no elucidation from him, excepting as to some property he 
possessed in Strand Street, Lieutenant Colonel Bird, as he has 
already acquainted the Commissioners, transmitted the prin­
cipal part of his Papers to England ; his own security compelled 
him to this measure lest the System introduced under the eye 
of the Commissioners of authorizing domiciliary visits, and 
seizing private papers, should have been extended to him, and 
he should have thereby found himself despoiled of a collection 
of minutes and documents very valuable to him, and which at 
some future period may be useful to His Majesty's Government 
and to the Public. 

LIESBEEK Co=AoE, 28th April 182G. 

[Enclosure in the above.] 

Interrogatories proposed by the COMMISSIONERS OF INQUIRY to 
LIEUTENAN'r COLONEL Brnn, and the Replies thereto. 

CAPg TowN, 21st April 1825. 

1st. How long did you hold the Office of Deputy Secretary, 
and for what period did you hold that of Chief Secretary to 
the Government at the Cape of Good Hope 1 

Answer. I arrived here in May 1807 and entered on the 
duties of the Deputy Secretaryship on the 22nd of that month ; 
at the close of that year the Colonial Secretary died, when I 
was appointed to the Secretaryship till His Majesty's pleasure 
should be known; in November 1808 Mr. Alexander was ap­
pointed Secretary from Home, after which I did the duties of 
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complaint of doubt or inaccuracy occurred during the long 
period in which these Registers were under my charge. 

3rd. What Salary was attached to the Situation of Deputy 
Secretary? 

Answer. The Salary attached to the Deputy Secretaryship 
was £1500 Sterling. 

4th. Were any other Emoluments attached to it in the 
shape of fees, house rent, servants or rations ? 

Answer. There was no House Rent allowed or any servants. 
or rations attached to the Deputy Secretary, but it will be 
perceived by an inspection of the Despatch notifying my 
appointment in 1807 before alluded to, that I was authorised 
to receive the fees which arose from the Sale of Stamps and 
those which arose from the Sale of Gunpowder ; these fees had 
been received by Mr. H. Ross, who was Deputy Secretary 
under Lord Macartney and the other British Governors to the 
period of the surrender in 1803. When I arrived, the Stamp 
Office had been made a separate office, and I was appointed 
to it by a distinct notification ; there was no Salary attached 
to it, it was paid by the Fees (Opgeld) ; there were no Fees or 
other Emoluments taken in the Secretary's Office on account 
of the Deputy Secretary. 

5th. What was the nature of the duties of the Deputy 
Secretary, and was any specific difference recognized between 
those of the Chief Secretary and the Deputy Secretary ? 

Answer. The duties of the Deputy Secretary were similar 
to those of the Secretary, but the Deputy Secretary was. 
subordinate, the Secretary also laid all papers in the first 
instance before the Governor, if he were absent, that duty was 
performed by the Deputy. 

6th. Was the Signature of the Deputy Secretary to Official 
Documents entitled to the same degree of credit in the attes­
tation and transmission of the orders of the Governor, as the 
Signature of the Chief Secretary ? 

Answer. The Signature of the Deputy Secretary was con­
sidered to be entitled to the same degree of credit as that of 
the Secretary. The Deputy Secretary invariably wrote "by 
command of the Governor." 

7th. What salary was attached to the Office of Chief Secretary 
to Government; were any other, and what emoluments 
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attached to it in the shape of fees, house-rent, servant or 
rations 1 

Answer. The salary of the Secretary to Government was 
£3500 sterling per annum. He had no emoluments in the 
shape of fees, servants or rations ; from the period at which the 
Secretary's house in the Castle was given up to the Military 
branch of the Service, the Secretary received Rds. 2000 per 
annum in lieu thereof, the sum was very inadequate to the 
rent of a proper dwelling for the Secretary, nor could a proper 
dwelling be obtained for him, which circumstance compelled 
Mr. Alexander and myself to build, by which we have both 
incurred most ruinous loss. Mr. Alexander had held the office 
of Criminal Assessor to the Court of Appeals ; when I succeeded 
to the Secretaryship, under the impression that the Assessorship 
should be held by a person having a legal and professional 
education I did not apply for the appointment. I subsequently 
found that I had been in error on this subject, for a person 
without any professional education, talent, or acquirement 
was appointed Assessor. I thus lamented that I had been in 
the first instance so scrupulous, and had neglected my own 
interest by declining to apply for an office on the foolish ground 
of having felt myself incompetent to the performance of the 
duties. 

8th. Has it been the custom since you were acquainted with 
the Office, to deposit the whole of the Public Correspondence 
carried on between the Secretary of State for the Colonial 
Department and the several Governors of the Colony in the 
Office of the Chief Secretary ? 

Answer. It has always been understood by the Secretaries 
(which I state from communications I had on this subject with 
my predecessors) that the whole of the correspondence with 
the Secretary of State should be deposited in the Office of the 
Secretary and Registrar, I have reason to think that the whole 
of the Correspondence has not latterly been so deposited, by 
latterly I mean the two or three years preceding the month of 
January 1824, there is a Despatch from the Colonial Depart­
ment on the subje0t of filing the correspondence : there were 
many Despatches missing at the period I advert to, this was 
known by the practice of numbering the Despatches adopted 
by the Colonial Department in Downing Street, when the 
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Despatches did not file regularly it was obvious some had been 
ubtracted. There is no certain way of preventing this 

improper practice but by the Colonial Department in England 
sending the Duplicate Despatches to the Colonial Secretary, 
or if thought more advisable sending a triplicate set addressed 
to that officer. 

9th. Did any order exist, or has it been the custom that all 
correspondence of the several Functionaries of Government in 
the Districts should be addressed in the first instance to the 
Secretary to the Government 1 

10th. Did the same order or custom exist with respect to 
Memorials from Individuals 1 

Answer. It is not in my recollection whether there was any 
order which regulated the practice alluded to in these queries, 
but the custom was for heads of Departments to correspond 
with the Secretary for the Governor's information. Boards, 
such as the Court of Justice, the Burgher Senate, Orphan 
Board, Landdrost and Heemraden, always claimed it as a 
privilege to address the Governor, the Landdrosts corresponded 
with the Secretary. It had been a System in the period 
alluded to in the last reply to subvert this order of things : 
thus the Landdrost of Albany, Harry Rivers, Esquire, carried 
on the whole correspondence relative to the arrangement for 
that District in a separate and unofficial form of correspondence 
with the Governor, of which the Secretary had no sight, and 
after their arrangements were completed, official letters were 
sent to the Secretariat to give official forms to measures resolved 
upon. Memorials ought invariably to have been addressed in 
the first instance to the Secretariat, but this also was not 
regularly attended to. 

11th. Be so good as to state the modes adopted during the 
respective Governments of Lord Caledon, Lord Howden, Lord 
Charles Somerset, and the Acting Governor Sir Rufane Donkin 
for submitting to them the several documents that were 
addressed to the Secretary to the Government. 

Answer. Under the Government of the Earl of Caledon I 
introduced the system of submitting all the documents which 
came into the Colonial Office, by Schedule. This Schedule 
consisted of 5 Columns, the first of which contained the number 
of each paper, the second, the name of the Party who was the 
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writer of the Paper, Letter or Memorial, the third column 
contained a Precis of the Paper, the fourth contained the 
Secretary's remarks on the Paper, the fifth column was left 
for the Governor's observations or decisions. The Secretary's 
remarks pointed out the particular feature or features of the 
subject under consideration, the precedents which were appli­
cable to the case, the channel through which information on 
the subject was to be obtained, or any further remark which 
might appear to him to be requisite to elucidate the subject 
for the Governor's information. This Schedule was either 
personally submitted to the Governor or sent to him, as might 
be most convenient to him, and the Secretary took the Gover­
nor's orders upon the various matters contained in it when it 
pleased the Governor to communicate them ; at which time 
any farther information was of course given if required. The 
regularity of this method had many advantages, among others 
that of reducing the Governor's Commands upon the most 
trivial matters to writing ; it also kept everything in its place 
and prevented those oversights which occur when papers are 
not attended to with equal accuracy and are scattered ; by 
this System nothing could be mislaid, nothing overlooked, and 
when the Secretary had gone through his explanations with 
the Governor, he handed the Schedule to the Deputy Secretary, 
who was then enabled to give effect to the Governor's Com­
mands as if he had personally received them. The several 
Governors named in the query respectively approved the 
manner in which the whole of the Colonial business was trans­
acted in the Secretary's Office by me, as the following testi­
monials from them will sufficiently show. From Lord Caledon, 
who originally approved of the general system I had introduced, 
it would be superfluous to produce testimonials. I have many, 
but during my absence in England, under the administration 
of his successor Lord Howden, I received a letter from His 
Lordship (then Sir J. Cradoek) of which the following is an 
Extract : "I have only to repeat that all my apprehensions 
are too much verified, and that the Office cannot get on without 
you ; I smother all my feelings, but I assure you they are 
exquisite upon the subject. I am in a mournful way, and 
never have an ea,;y moment. I have failed in my duty to the 
English Government in giving you leave of absence." That 
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Lord Charles Somerset approved the system and manner in 
which the Colonial business was conducted will not be disputed 
after reading the enclosed Extracts from His Lordship's Letters 
to me, the first upon my Appointment to the Secretaryship, 
.and the second during His Lordship's absence in Europe : 
"no one is so much to be envied," says His Lordship, "as he 
who has secured present comfort and future provision for his 
family by the exertion of his talents and his own merits, may 
you long live to enjoy this well earned station," and again 
<lated from Paris 31 December 1820 and written under the im­
pression that I had not been made acquainted with the inten­
tion of erecting a new Drostdy where the Settlers were located: 
"I fear," says His Lordship," that that happy cordiality which 
,existed between us during 6 years of Public Service so satis­
factory to ourselves, and so beneficial to the Public, does not 
exist now." The Acting Governor Sir Rufane Donkin's 
testimonial to the same effect is already before the Commis­
sioners, and after these unquestionable authorities I own I 
think myself justified in concluding that the Office which was 
so long under my charge was conducted upon a tried and 
.approved system, that it was well regulated, and that the 
Public business was carried on creditably and honorably to 
myself, and beneficially to the Public. It is a lamentable 
truth that during the period embraced by these Queries two 
.highly culpable defaults in Public Receivers have been dis­
covered, but it is very satisfactory to me to know that one 
instance in which a large sum was subtracted from the Public 
Revenue had happened during my absence from the Colony, 
and that the other instance was detected, notwithstanding the 
gross negligence of the Audit, (to which is attributable that 
there was a default at all) by means of those additional checks 
which I thought it my duty to direct the Auditor to use in the 
examination of the accounts of the Department in which the 
.default occurred, as a reference to my Letter to the Auditor 
-dated 26th April 1821, which is in your possession, will prove. 
It is a singular coincidence that the defaulter in the first instance 
here quoted should have been the Commissioner of the Court 
of Justice for the Trial of the defaulter in the other instance, 
what must his feelings have been when sitting on the Judgment 
Seat 1 what must have been the feelings of others similarly 
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circumstanced 1 It is a no less singular Coincidence that I 
have at this moment on my Table a paper in the handwriting 
of the unfortunate Mr. Bresler sent to England by him after 
the Capture of the Colony disclosing the names of all those 
who were concerned in the robbery of the Treasury in the 
night of the 6th January 1806, and stating the precise share 
of plunder which each Individual obtained on that occasion, 
and that among the names of the Receivers should be those of 
the Chief Judge and Prpsecutor in the case of the aforesaid 
delinquent ! It would be difficult to point out the difference 
in moral turpitude in the cases of these four persons. Nor am 
I casuist enough to draw any distinction between such acts 
and that of drawing money from the Treasury, to which the 
person drawing knew himself at the time not to be entitled, 
and when the Blot was hit and checked at the Home Audit 
and the money so obtained was directed to be forthwith 
refunded, not complying with that order. Since January 1824 
it may have been paid back to the Treasury, but at that date 
the very large default alluded to had not been made good. 
It will be useful to have called your attention to this circum­
stance at a moment when the Colonial Servants are pining for 
want of their hard earned and pitiful stipends, and when the 
Government Creditors are clamorous from the exhausted and 
Bankrupt state of the Treasury, the effect of such practices 
as are above noticed and of a wanton and inconsiderate 
extravagance. It was also due to myself to expose to you the 
true characters of the men with whom I was compelled to act, 
that I might claim and establish the merit of having kept 
things in the order in which they were previous to the 1st 
December 1821, notwithstanding such lamentable disadvan­
tages. 

12th. Were there any established days on which the Gover­
nors gave audiences to Individuals or to the Officers of the 
Government ? 

Answer. Lords Caledon and Howden saw all persons on 
public business at Government House on Tuesdays and Fridays, 
between the honrs of ten and two. The Secretary to Govern­
ment daily took the Governor's commands at Government 
House, and other Officers of Government if summoned there. 
Governors did not attend at the Colonial Office, they came 
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thither occasionally if any circumstances occurred which 
appeared to require it. Lord Charles Somerset early gave up 
the reception of persons on business on appointed days at 
Government House, it was inconvenient to his family that the 
crowd should assemble there, and he therefore transferred the 
reception of persons on business to the Colonial Office ; he also 
reduced the days of attendance to one in the week, viz. Tuesday. 
Monday had been allotted to Military business, but as it inter­
fered with His Lordship's other avocations, he changed the 
Military day of business to the Sabbath, which continues to be 
the day allotted to that duty. Sir Rufane Donkin followed 
the steps of Lord Charles Somerset, and came to the Colonial 
Office on Tuesdays to see all persons on Colonial business, but 
he caused it to be made known that he received all persons 
daily at Government House in the morning after 10 o'clock. 

13th. Was the Chief Secretary to the Government expected 
to submit his opinion to the Governor upon the expediency of 
granting or refusing the prayer of each Memorial that was 
presented, or might come under the review of the Governor ? 

Answer. The Secretary was not expected to submit his 
opinion upon the expediency of granting or refusing the prayer 
of each Memorial that was preser,ted or might come under the 
review of the Governor ; he did so if called upon for his opinion, 
which was then given verbally, at least in most cases. 

14th. Was he likewise expected to submit his opinion upon 
the several measures that might be suggested to the Governor 
from other quarters ? 

Answer. The Secretary was not expected to give his opinion 
upon the several measur.es which might be suggested to the 
Governor, unless required so to do, but it is obvious that if 
cordiality existed between the Governor and Secretary in the 
transaction of business the Secretary's opinion would naturally 
be elicited; when the cordiality did not exist measures would 
be handed or transmitted to the Secretary to give effect to, 
and no comment would be made by the latter thereon ; it has 
occurred that when he has nevertheless ventured to give an 
opinion it has only drawn insult upon him. That 1 never 
hesitated freely and conscientiously to give my opinion to 
Lord Charles Somerset as long as 1 found it useful to the Public 
and safe to myself to do so, the following instance which 
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embraces His Lordship's acknowledgement on the subject will 
clearly demonstrate. But when I found that vengeance was 
denounced against me for strenuously urging a less offensive 
line of conduct towards that amiable Officer and Man Major 
Jones, and for pointing out the inexpediency of appointing 
such a person as Harry Rivers, Esq., Landdrost of Albany, I 
did not thereafter willingly obtrude opinions or views which 
were thenceforward nearly certain to bring upon me fresh 
injury and insult. My foresight with respect to Harry Rivars, 
Esquire, has been too fatally justified. The circumstance above 
alluded to is thus stated in a narrative which I sent Home for 
the information of My Lord Bathurst : 

"It having been the intention of Lord Charles Somerset to 
reward the private obligations he was under to an active Agent 
of his named Poggenpoel, by the creation of a ineoure place 
for that Individual, I thought it my duty to represent to His 
Lordship the character of that person as I had heard it, and 
as it had appeared to my predeo sor Mr. Alexander, it came 
to my knowledge BOOn after that Lord Charles Somerset had 
spoken of this circumstance with asperity and called my 
repr ntation 'JWei'Udice against the Individual, of this I took 
the liberty of complaining, in reply to which Lord Charles 
wrote to me as follows : " I by no means used the word 
'JWej'Udice in the way in which you construe it. I should be very 
ungrateful if I did, for in this Land of falsehood, intrigue, and 
duplicity the value of a real friend, who dares to speak the 
truth on all subj and on all occasions, is most duly appre­
ciated by me, and in proportion as I feel that, must I f l the 
obligation I owe you. I am conscious that I have avoided 
many troubl by the candid manner in which you have com­
municated your knowledge of characters and matters here, 
and that I have done much good by availing m If of your 
information." otwithstanding this P. Poggenpoel was ap­
point to a sin ure of Rds. 1200 created ez'JWualy for him, 
but he as remov from this, and the sinecure suppres 
when His j ty's mmissioners were dsily e pected ; he 
th n obtained the retaryship of a Country District. inoe 
that period, and sub quent to certain e minations hich 
this Poggenpoel unde nt before the Commissioners, he 
receiv an additional appointment in the Vendue Department 
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on the death of Mr. Van de Graaff, but this last appointment 
was endeavoured to be concealed from public observation, it 
not having been notified in the Gazette. If it be remarked that 
as Secretary to the District the vacant Vendue Mastership fell 
to him of course, it will be answered that it is not the fact, the 
vendue l\1asterships in the Districts of the Cape, Stellenbosch, 
and Albany are not filled by the Secretaries, neither has it been 
the case in the Tulbagh District, whereas in Graaff Reynet a 
division of that duty was found necessary, so that P. Poggenpoel 
having had this additional reward for his Services, it ought to 
have been Gazetted, but it was not so, evidently with a view 
to conceal the appointment from that Public which never fails 
to comment upon circumstances of this nature. It is here 
shown, that five out of the seven Districts do not give the 
Vendue Mastership to the Secretary as a matter of course, 
therefore the appointment ought (but for the cause alluded to) 
to have been made public, as it is now even thought useful to 
gazette the Clerkships of the Colonial Office. 

15th. ·when occasions arose wherein he differed in opinion 
from the Governor, had he any right of recording that difference 
in the shape of a protest against the adoption of the measure 
under discussion 1 

Answer. The Situation of Secretary did not appear to 
justify his protesting against any measure which a Governor 
might think proper to adopt, this was my uniform opinion. 
Had such a right existed in a Secretary, I should have used it 
on some occasions, my predecessor would have also used it on 
more occasions than one, it was his opinion that there was no 
such right vested in the Secretary, it appeared to him, as well 
as to myself, that a Counsellor protests, a Secretary does not. 
I was confirmed in this opinion by an arrangement which was 
ordered from Home under the administration of this Govern­
ment by Sir George Yonge. Some complaints had reached 
England as to the extravagance of the expenditure of that 
period ; the Receiver General's Accounts were transmitted 
quarterly, and the Secretary was ordered to transmit with 
those accounts, which were of course the accounts of the 
Governor's Public receipt and expenditure, his reasons, if any 
existed, for dissenting from the propriety of any of the heads 
of expenditure then incurred ; the accounts were so made up 
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during the remainder of Sir Geo. Yonge's Government, but 
ihe order did not extend beyond it, the Secretary, therefore, 
was neither called upon to protest nor to withhold his Signature; 
this fact was to me conclusive as to the view taken of this 
question at that period by His Majesty's Government. 

16th. Could he refuse to put his Signature to any order of 
the Governor that he conceived to be injurious to the Public 
interests ? 

Answer. The Signature of the Secretary to Government 
merely attesting the Governor's act and giving publicity 
thereto, by the Governor's Command, I hold that the Secretary 
has no right to refuse such attestation, and I am borne out in 
this opinion by the instance adduced in the reply to the last 
query. 

17th. Was it the duty of the Chief Secretary to Government 
to frame the several Proclamations issued by the Governor 
from time to time ; and if not, by whom were these Documents 
prepared and framed ? 

Answer. It was the duty of the Secretary to Government 
to frame the several Proclamations when called upon to do so, 
but very many Proclamations were not drawn up by the 
Secretaries, and some not with their knowledge, they only 
received them for the purpose of attesting them and giving 
them Publicity; some were drawn up by the Governors 
themselves, some were joint productions, some were drawn up 
by the Chief Justice, others by the Fiscal; the celebrated 
Game Proclamations, for instance, were the joint productions 
of Lord Charles Somerset and his two Criminal Assessors, Mr. 
Judge Kekewich and Mr. W.W. Bird. 

l th. Has any book been kept in the Office of the Chief 
Secretary in which the Proclamations had been entered ; or 
ha vc the originals been preserved there with the Authentic 
Signature of the Governor and the Chief Secretary ? 

Answer. Books are kept in the Office of the Secretary in 
which the several Proclamations arc entered, and to which are 
affixed the Governor's Signature and Seal and the Signature of 
the Secretary to Government. 

19th. When it was mmal to annex a Translation of the 
Proclamation in the Dutch Language, by whom were the 
translations prepared ? 
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Answer. Translations were made by such of the Assistants 
in the Office as were most competent thereto ; frequently 
however they were made by the Chief Justice or Fiscal, or 
such other of the Public Servants as were most likely to 
translate with accuracy, complaints have however reached me 
of the incorrectness of the translations of Proclamations, which 
I believe to be well founded. 

20th. Were the Proclamations separately communicated to 
the several Landdrosts of the Districts, or by means only of 
the Government Gazette ? 

Answer. When there was any matter in the Proclamations 
which required elucidation or comment, such Proclamations 
were transmitted to the Landdrost with a Letter of Instruction, 
or a Letter calling their particular attention to the subject 
required, otherwise the transmission of the Gazette was con­
sidered a sufficient notification in ordinary matters. 

21st. Was the publication of the Proclamation in the 
Government Gazette the only mode adopted for making known 
these Enactments to the Community ? 

Answer. Government Proclamations are, as the name 
imports, Proclaimed ; they are officially transmitted to the 
Burgher Senate, who caused their Secretary to read them aloud 
from the Balcony of the Senate House, after sounding a small 
gong ; this Form appear8 absurd, as no persons, unless those 
next to the reader, c&.n hear or understand a syllable of what 
is uttered. Proclamations are also affixed in certain customary 
Situations. 

22nd. In what manner have the issues of Money in the hands 
of the Receiver General been made, and have the Warrants 
for those issues been invariably signed by the Governor or by 
the Chief Secretary to Government attesting his Order ? 

Answer. It is the Receiver General's instruction not to 
issue money except for receiving a Warrant under the Signature 
of the Governor and Counter Signature of the Secretary, it is 
an instruction to the Governor not to draw money from the 
Treasury except by Warrant under his Signature atte8tcd by 
that of the Secretary. These Instructioni; have been frequently 
disregarded, aH will be farther shown in the Reply to Query 
No. 26. 

23rd. By what means wa8 the Chief Secretary to Government 
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enabled to ascertain and check the Balances in the hands of 
the Receiver General 1 

Answer. The Secretary to Government received a Balance 
Sheet from the Receiver General every Monday morning, he 
had a Balance Sheet also drawn from the Finance Book kept 
in the Colonial Office, those Balances ought to have tallied, 
but there was an error which never could be discovered, and 
which caused a variance between the two accounts, which was 
never explained to my satisfaction, it was always replied to 
my anxious inquiries that it was impracticable to make the 
two Books agree, because my Finance Book contained the 
Amount of every Warrant as it was issued and of every head 
of receipt as it was ordered to be paid in ; that these Warrants 
and these Receipts were not brought in directly for payment 
on the one part or paid immediately on the other, and that 
therefore as this was invariably the case it was impossible 
that the accuracy I required should be made apparent. This 
repeatedly urged did not satisfy me, but I got no better 
elucidation, and finding that the certificates of the Auditor 
and those of the Fiscal testified the accuracy of the Receiver 
General's accounts I was compelled to be silent, but I believe 
there continues to be a discrepancy which it will be very 
laborious to clear up. 

24th. Were the Annual Balances of Surplus Revenue that 
appear in the accounts transmitted to England of the Colonial 
Receipts and Expenditure real and effective balances in Cash 1 

Answer. I imagine the Surplus Balances really to have 
existed, or the accounts which showed such Surpluses must 
have been incorrect, which I have no reason to think they 
were, but as the Accounts took some time after the 31st 
December to make up, and as the Expenditure of the ensuing 
year was considerably gone into previous to the difference 
between the Receipt and Expenditure of the foregoing year 
having been ascertained with precision, l am not aware that 
it was practicable accurately to determine this point. 

25th. Have the Instructions furnished by the Lords Com­
missioners of His .Majesty's Treasury in the year 1816 for 
keeping the Colonial Accounts been adhered to, or have any, 
and what parts of them, been found to be inapplicable 1 

Answer. If by this query it be meant to enquire whether 
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the forms furnished by the Treasury in making up the Colonial 
Accounts have been adhered to in the Colonial Office, I may I 
believe answer this query in the affirmative ; but if it be 
meant to enquire, whether the Treasury· Instructions have 
been attended to in the Expenditure of the Public Money, I 
must have great hesitation in doing so. And, here it is that 
it will immediately occur how important it would have been 
to have put this Interrogatory to me when I had access to 
those Official Documents which would have enabled me at 
once to elucidate the various instances in which I apprehend 
the Instructions have not been adhered to, in which they are 
irregular and unauthorized. I am not aware that there is the 
sanction required by the Instructions for a great part of the 
Expenditure on the Frontier, and for various other Expen­
ditures. I believe great irregularity to have prevailed in the 
payment of the Expences of that useless and extraordinary 
burthen to the Colony, the Cape Corps, which ought to be paid 
on the footing of a British Corps, but in the payment of which 
many Items have been falsified, and many circumstances have 
occurred which would not have been overlooked by the Strict 
Audit of the War Office. To the incapacity or Sycophancy of 
the Audit, or to both, are to be in a great measure attributed 
any irregularities in the Public accounts, irregularities which 
will not be checked by Colonial Regulations, nor until such 
time as the Auditor receiving (as the Military Commissary of 
Accounts does) his Instructions from Home, he is debarred 
the hope of receiving Colonial favours or appointments, and is 
thPreby rendered independent on the Local Authorities. The 
only part of the Treasury Instructions which I am aware 
(from recollection) was considered inapplicable to this Govern­
ment was that which required the District Accounts to be 
forwarded to the Office of Colonial Audit in England, the 
members of the Board of Landdrost and Heemraden of the 
Country Districts are unpaid functionaries, and generally 
ignorant, tho' well meaning Farmers, who administered to the 
best of their abilities the trifling District Funds which are 
placed under their control ; the Audit of the Colony appeared 
sufficient check upon these Individuals ; to subject their 
inaccuracies, if there were any such, to the perils of so severe 
a censorship as that of the English audit seemed cruel and 
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unjust, and it was therefore represented in this light to the 
Secretary of State, and that part of the Instructions was not 
given effect to ; it was supposed that no Inhabitant would sit 
at a Board which without Emolument should subject him to 
such an Ordeal, and his Property to such danger. 

26th. Has it been customary to make advances from the 
Colonial Treasury on account, during the progress of Public 
works and before the accounts could be made up and audited ? 

Answer. The pernicious and illegal practice alluded to in 
this question has crept in within these few years, I cannot 
state when it first began, but it was I believe with the con­
fidential employment of W. 0. Jones. This Man has had large 
advances made to him to carry on works which he, as Inspector, 
ought solely to have superintended and checked; this great 
irregularity was the subject of much uneasiness to me, and I 
frequently represented to the Receiver General the danger he 
was personally exposed to in complying with the Governor's 
verbal orders, by advancing these large sums to W. 0. Jones, 
it being contrary to the Receiver General's Instructions to 
issue monies unless upon regular Warrants signed by the 
Governor and countersigned by the Secretary, and contrary to 
the Governor's Instructions to draw from the Treasury as 
above described. The Receiver General was certainly per­
plexed, but he appears to have preferred the risk, to the 
certainty, of ruin had he refused to comply with the unjust 
and illegal requisition; the advances amounted at length to 
the large Sum of Rds. 95,000. I then spoke to the Governor 
on the subject, seeing the ruin which impended over the 
Receiver General, and I obtained a temporary Warrant to 
cover the issues which had been made. This was one of the 
last things in which I officially acted. In order to explain the 
pernicious effects of this innovation, I shall bring to notice 
two circumstances : the first relates to the expenditure on the 
Government Cottage in Grave Street ; this Building ought to 
have been commenced and carried on upon a plan and estimate 
sanctioned by the Secretary of State, it was neither estimated 
nor approved! but it was carried on by W. 0. Jones by means 
of advances; when the work had proceeded very far, seeing 
that it was very expensive, and likely to be more so, I suggested 
calling upon \V. 0. Jones for the accounts, which having been 
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approved, I required him to furnish them to the Office. He 
however delayed doing so, and having met him, I urged him 
to make them out, which circumstance he must have reported 
to the Governor, as, at my next interview with his LordHhip, 
he spoke of it with great irritation, and then said that he 
would have that outlay blended with the general account of 
repairs of the Government House ; that calling for these 
accounts was only done to bring censure upon him. Thus, 
contrary to all regulation, no entry of this large item of Expen­
diture appeared in the Colonial Accounts when l left the 
Office ; nor was any entry made of the Expenditure for the 
:Marine Villa at Camp's Bay, (which is the second case I alluded 
to) previous to that period ; that building was likewise erected 
by W. 0. Jones by advances from the Treasury for its execution. 
Thus will it ever be found impossible to have correct accounts 
of these Heads of Expenditure ; vouchers may be composed 
to answer the Treasury Forms, but it would be absurd to con­
sider such as meeting the spirit of the very precise Instructions 
of His Majesty's Government. 

Should the Commissioners choose to compare this Statement 
with those Instructions and with the Oath taken yearly by 
the Governor, it will be unnecessary to comment farther on 
it! Lord Charles Somerset may now affect to regret having 
placed so much confidence in W. 0. Jones; but was 
Lord Charles Somerset ignorant of the character of W. O. 
Jones ? did he not know who W. 0. Jones was ? and may it 
not be inferred that therefore he gave him confidential employ­
ment? Such men as W. 0. Jones, W. Bird, Old Paine, \V. 
Proctor, H. Rivers, P. Poggenpoel, M. Horak, W. Parker, and 
others appear to have been the only sort of person8 worthy of 
the confidence and friendship of Lord Chs. Somer8et. 

27th. What reasons may have existed for exempting the 
Accounts of the several Districts from examination ancl Audit 
by means of Vouchers ? 

Answer. I know of no reason which exists for the practice 
herein adverted to, I know that the order for auditing the 
District Accounts directs them to be audited " as other accounts 
are audited." How accounts can be said to be audited without 
vouchers I am incompetent to explain, it appears to me to be 
a Paradox which the Auditor may perhaps be able to solve. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from MR. BISHOP BuR ETT to EARL BATHURST. 

Cl DUKE STREET, WESTMINSTER, 28th April 1825. 

}ly LORD,-As the important measures now before Parlia­
ment must necessarily have occupied a great portion of your 
Lordship's time, I have troubled your department as little as 
possible. 

I now beg leave to address your Lordship on the subject of 
my grievances in a spirit bearing no hostility to anyone what­
ever ; but, on the contrary, rather inclined to submit to the 
greater portion of the injustice and persecution so long heaped 
upon me, if I can but obtain the slightest concessions of 
redress. 

I feel persuaded I sit prejudiced in your Lordship's opinion, 
from causes that would cease to operate if your Lordship knew 
• me better ; it would be then perceived that what is termed 
intemperance in my language is only a characteristic energy 
of expression as little intended to be offensive as it is inveterate : 
my very appeal to your Lordship and the confidence I have 
expressed in its succe sful issue must be confirmatory of this 
assertion, for while contemplating an act of justice, and con­
sequently of kindness, at your hands, I must be a madman to 
defeat my own object by the commission of offence. 

To intrude as little as possible upon your Lordship's time, 
I shall only briefly observe that I have not the slightest wish 
to give trouble, or make my grievances a theme of public 
discussion ; and that I only ask of your Lordship to extend 
the same liberality to me the other suitor from the Cape 
have experienced. 

I have only to add that if your Lordship will do me the 
favour to allow me half an hour's interview, I feel persuaded 
that my case will be adjusted forthwith. I have &c. 

(Signed) B. BURNETT. 

 

 



170 Records of the Cape Colony. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from EARL BATHURST to LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

DOWNING STREET, LONDON, 29 April 1825. 

MY LoRD,-I transmit to your Excellency herewith enclosed 
a copy of a Petition which has been presented to the Lords 
Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury by John Milner of 
London praying relief on account of the injury which he has 
sustained by the judgment awarded against him in an action 
instituted at the suit of the Lessee of the Bird and Chouan 
Islands. 

I have directed the Petitioner to be informed that the relief 
which he seeks, if he be entitled to it, cannot be obtained 
unless by appeal to His Majesty regularly prosecuted in 
Council. Nevertheless as there are some points in the Peti­
tioner's Statement which have appeared to me peculiarly 
deserving of consideration, I have to instruct your Excellency 
to transmit to me a full report on the case which formed the 
subject of ,his controversy with Korsten, the Lessee of those 
Islands. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from R. WILMOT HORTON, EsQRE., to the REVEREND 
WM. GEARY. 

DOWNING STREET, 29th April 1825. 

Srn,-I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
the 20th instant, enclosing an account of the expences incurred 
by you in removing yourself and family from Graham's Town 
to this Country. 

The claim which Lord Bathurst has undertaken to take into 
consideration, and upon which I had requested you to transmit 
the requisite details, refers solely to the expenditure which you 
might have laid out in improving the house occupied by you 
in Graham's Town. The expences incidental to your removal 
are not of a nature to entitle you to any pecuniary indem-
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nification from His Majesty's Government, more particularly 
as it appears that you have received an advance of £100 to 
defray the expence of your Passage home. I am &c. 

(Signed) R. W. HORTON. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from EARL BATHURST to LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

DOWNING STREET, LONDON, 30 April 1825. 

MY LORD,-1 have the honor to transmit herewith a copy 
of a Treasury minute under date of the 25th Ultimo, expressivs 
of the views which have led the Lords Commissioners of His 
Majesty's Treasury to desire that arrangements should be mads 
for issuing in future through the Commissariat Department 
stationed at the Cape all such allowances as may be payabls 
out of the Colonial Treasury to Military Officers, and I havs 
to desire that your Excellency will give directions accordingly. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from EARL BATHURST to LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

DOWNING STREET, LONDON, 30 April [1825]. 

MY LoRD,-Mr. George March now a Resident at the Cape 
of Good Hope having been recommended to me as an intelligent 
and respectable person, who is anxious to obtain some employ­
ment under your Excellency's Government, I beg leave to 
acquaint your Excellency that if an opportunity arises for 
availing yourself of l\lr. March's services I shall be glad if 
you can assist his views of obtaining employment. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHUR T. 
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[Office Copy.] 

Letter from EARL BATHURST to LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 
DOWNING STREET, LONDON, 30 April 1825. 

MY LORD,-! have laid before the King your Excellency's 
dispatch of the 21st December last, with the Memorial therein 
enclosed from the Scottish Presbyterian community, in which 
they request pecuniary assistance towards building a Church, 
.and I have received His Majesty's Commands to signify to 
you His Pleasure that in the absence of any Estimate of the 
Expence of the building your Excellency be prepared to assign 
for that purpose a sum equal to one third of what upon an 
estimate of a plan first approved by you, may appear to be 
requisite to accomplish the views of the Scottish Community, 
it being however understood that in the event of the expence 
exceeding the estimate, the Individuals who may undertake 
the building and not the Public are to be responsible for its 
completion. 

Your Excellency will also signify His Majesty's Pleasure 
that he is pleased to assign to the Officiating Minister the sum 
of one hundred pounds per annum in addition to what may 
be given by the Congregation. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from R. W. HORTON, EsQRE., to the CoMl\IISSIONERS OF 
ENQUIRY. 

DOWNING STREET, LONDON, 30 April 1825. 

GENTLEMEN,-! am directed by Earl Bathurst to transmit 
to you enclosed a Memorandum of the Regulations which have 
been adopted with respect to the grant of lands in ew 
South Wales and Van Diemen's Land, and I am to request 
that you will give your attention to the subject with the view 
of considering whether it may not be practicable and expedient 
to regulate upon similar principles the grant of lands at the 
Cape of Good Hope. I have &c. 

(Signed) R. W. HORTON. 
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[Copy.] 

Letter frorn the Landdrost and Heernraden of Stellenbosch 
to the Secretary to Governrnent. 

SECRETARY'S OFFICE, STELLENBOSCH, April 30th 1825. 

Sm,-We the Board of Landdrost and Heemraden, having 
at our last monthly meeting taken into our serious consideration 
the present state of apprehension and alarm that seems un­
happily to be pervading the minds of the Inhabitants of various 
parts of this District, and anxious as far as in us lies to take 
every step that might tend to calm and tranquillise the same, 
we beg in the most respectful manner tu suggest to His Excel­
lency, to supply us with a certain quantity of ammunition 
and a certain number of Firelocks for the use of the District, 
all of which would be under the immediate Superintendance 
and distribution of a Commission of this Board, and if it should 
meet his Excellency's approbation, we would propose disposing 
of them in the following manner : 

The ammunition for the use of the Field-cornets, to be 
given and regularly accounted for. 

Twenty-five Firelocks for the use of a certain number of 
steady and respectable Burghers of this Village, who might 
immediately be brought into action in any unexpected case of 
necessity. 

Living as we do, Sir, in various and distant parts of this 
populous and extensive District, it is impossible for us to avoid 
observing the feelings of insecurity, and alarm, that at present 
affect the community with regard to the Slave population, it 
becomes ow- duty as Guardians of the public Welfare, to notice 
it to His Excellency, and we have to entreat that His Excellency 
may not deem us intrusive in so doing. We have &c. 

The Board of Landdrost and Heemraden. 

(Signed) D. ,T. VAN RYNEVELD, Landdrost. 

P. C. VAK BLO:\L'\lESTEIN, Secretary. 
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[Copy.] 

Letter from the REVEREND W. R. THmrso to 
JOHN GREGORY, ESQRE. 

CHU\UE, 30th April 18~5. 

Sm,-It is impossible to give an Estimate with any degree 
of accuracy of the Ghona population scattered throughout 
this Country. Under T'Slambie and Pata they are somewhat 
numerous, with Enno and Botman they are less so, and those 
belonging to Gaika are comparatively few. In conde ·cending 
upon any number, perhaps from One fifteenth to One Twentieth 
might be the nearest average, estimating the population of the 
Country included within the boundary of the River Kei, and 
under the Sovereignty of the above named Chiefs on the lowest 
•calculation at Eighty Thousand. Hinza's Tribe lies principally 
beyond that, and is somewhat numerous, contained in it there 
are a few of the race alluded to, but more Bu hmen. With 
the dependent Tribes of T'Slambie under his ons Bughu and 
Jaluza, in the same neighbourhood there is a considerable 
proportion of Ghonas and fewer Bushmen. Many of these 
people however were, I believe, previous to the period to 
which you allude, living in the same way as the other natives, 
under Kaffer Chiefs, and in fact there are many of them who 
have never had any intercourse with the Colonists as servant:,;, 
while on the other hand, many of those who may be deno­
minated pure Kaffres engaged themselves in the service of the 
Boors, but they as well as the Ghonas so engaged still con­
sidered themselves, and actually were, the Subjects of Katfer­
land. They became so by conquest at a. ren ote period, 
originally they were a distinct Tribe of Hottentots, hut since 
their subjugation have been gradually amalgamated with the 
native population, so that now by intermarriages and the 
universal adoption of the modes and cu toms of the country, 
the distinction is in a good measure lost. 

At the period the Boors were in the habit of hiring these 
people, the Commissioners arc no doubt aware that they were 
living in close neighbourhood, and in many Cases the ,native 
Kraals were even establi:hed within the limits not only of the 
Colonial Boundary but al ·o of the Boori:;' farms. 

I 
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The habits and dispositions of the natives inhabiting these 
Kraals and more especially such individuals as engaged in 
'ervice, would to a certain extent be modified by the necessary 

intercourse which would take place. I am not prepared with 
facts to say that the population placed in these circumstances 
did make improvement, or that a favorable Change was pro­
duced, no doubt a few instances might be pointed out of 
individuals who have done well, but allowing the improvement 
to have been more general than I feel disposed to admit, it 
has been more than counterbalanced I think by a depravity 
of moral feeling and arrogancy, very different from the in­
digenous native, and which I am not able to trace to any 
other Source. 

After the final separation of these people from Colonial 
intercourse, at a later period than that referred to in your 
Letter (at the termination of the last war with T'Slambie) 
they universally returned to their original habits, so that now 
there is little to distinguish them from their neighbours more 
than I have already noticed with a smattering of the Dutch 
Language which they have acquired. Some circumstances 
however I may mention from which it may be suppo ed that 
their abandonment of the acquired habits of civilized life has 
been influenced by the circumstances in which they were 
placed beyond the means of supply, and also from a deference 
to the public taste and opinions of their Countrymen. 

You will perceive that at the first establishment of this 
Institution, the greater number who came were of the Ghona 
Race. I understand the same took place in the e tabli hment 
of the late :\fr. Williams, and the Remark is also applicable in 
the cases of the Reverend l\Icssni. haw and Ross ; thi would 
8 Cem to indicate a desire on the part of these people to return 
to the habits acquired in the Colony. I must do them the 
Justice also to say that I have generally found them the mo t 
forward to adopt improvements so far as circumstances 
enabled them, and to appear superior to the Native Kaffer. 
I am coming to the question a to the means and practicability 
that may at prcsC'nt or eventually exist of readmitting indi­
viduals of this Race into the Colony, I feel considerable hesi­
tation and would therefore submit an Opinion with the utmost 
deference. 
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If I am correct in my estimate of the capabilities of the 
pure Kaffer, contrasted with the Ghona, there will be no 
impropriety in embracing both in whatever arrangements may 
be proposed or adopted. 

The practicability of the object will depend upon the means 
pursued to attain it. If it be proposed to abstract and alienate 
the people entirely from their Country and from their Chiefs, 
so as to become absolutely and permanently Colonial Subjects, 
Success cannot be expected. The people would not desire it, 
and the chiefs would naturally oppose it, as far as in their 
power. To remove them by a whole Tribe or Tribes to the 
interior of the Colony might be accomplished, but would not 
I think on the part of Government be either de irable or 
safe. 

The general principle I would propose is short Contracts, 
and permission to return to their Country and friends on their 
expiry. The reasons which induce me to propose it in this 
form are, the previous habits of the people are unfavorable to 
a State of constant active Employment. I might illustrate 
this from my own experience during Three Years and a half 
that I have been in the Country. I have had three or more 
Servants at a time upon yearly engagements, but in only one 
instance have I succeeded in retaining them the second year, 
though I feel conscious of possessing the attachment of all, 
and the others whom I hire by the week, five or more daily, 
Hoon flag or grow weary, 1:10 that l am obliged to change them 
in a few weeks, though it is not uncommon for them to return 
in less time requesting to be re-employed. 

Another reason : They would be obliged and would from 
choice leave their familie:; and Cattle at home. J need not 
illu ,trate how such objects would lead them back. Also the 
Chiefs would I apprehend be more likely to promote the de:iign 
when they knew that their people would return soon from the 
hope of sharing the reward of their Labour. 

If arrangements were made on this principlt•, I feel confident 
that many would gladly enter the Service of the Colonist:;. I 
am aware that such short Contracts would in general be incon­
venient to the Employer, but we can only comfort ourt:-elves 
with the hope that a better dispm,ition may arise out of them. 
One great objection which may be urged against auy plan that 
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can be proposed is the danger to be apprehended from the 
introduction of improper Persons into the Colony. Though 1 
cannot say it is without foundation, yet I would submit the 
following Observations in connection with it. That I have 
never found any in my Employment unfaithful, they may have 
pilfered, but not to my knowledge. That if the Chiefs were 
made interested the power which they had over the property 
left here of the individuals going into the Colony, would in 
some measure be a prevention to Thieving while in the service 
of the Colonists, and besides if an experiment should be 
attempted, there are many precautionary measures which 
might be introduced in framing the arrangements, conducive 
to the safety of the employer. So far as the feelings and 
prejudices of the natives are concerned, the present time is 
much more favorable than two or three years ago. A pro­
gressively increasing Confidence towards the Colony has taken 
place, very different to what I have known. This favorable 
change I would attribute in part to the uniform System 
pursued by Lieut. Colonel Henry Somerset during the period of 
his Command on the Frontier : a System of rigorous justice, 
combined with kindness and affability, so that even in the 
merited case of the greatest severity his conduct received the 
approbation of the Country in general. 

The Establishment of the Fair at Fort Willshire has also 
tended considerably to remove distrust and strengthen their 
attachment, particularly to the British population. At its 
commencement the Caffres thought it was merely a snare, or 
at best that they would obtain but a trifling return for the 
articles they might bring. I remember being present at its 
first establishment, and felt much disappointed by seeing the 
small number who crossed the River, even after great persuasion 
and encouragement. The Official Returns of Ivory &c. since 
~artercd iH Htriking proof of their change of feeling. The 
liberal prineiples upon which it is conducted and the fair 
upright dealingH of the Traders, against whom 1 have never 
heard a reasonable complaint, even sui-prizes the Ca:ffres, being 
so different from the treatment they were accustomed to receive 
during their former intercourse with the Colonists. In con­
ducting their Barter, I do not find that they manifest such a 
desire to obtain those useful articles of civilized life, conducive 

N 
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to their own improvement, which might, have been cxpccLecl, 
and no doubt was a principal object in the establishment of 
the .Fair. There are obstacles to this however, arising out of 
their original habits and customs, of which po,;sibly you may 
not be aware, that will retard their progress to a state of 
civilization. Elephant Tusks form the only valuable article of 
barter. Of all that are killed, the right Tusk i • uniformly 
con idered the property of the Chief, and the oLher belong1:, to 
the pen;on who first wounds the animal ; as there are many 
individuals employed in those hunting expeditions who 
mutually assist each other, it is expected that the fortunate 
person shall give a small portion of the produce to hi1:, com­
panions, so that his own Share is much reduced, and he is 
disabled from purchasing clothing or other useful articles of 
any value. l may al 'O observe that a Caffrc is not naturally 
disposed to barter any articles which he con iders to be 
substantial property in exchange for an Ornament or 
Luxury, however anxious he may otherwise be to posscs1:, 
them. 

Clothing &c. are therefore of no real value in his estimation. 
Beads, Buttons, wire, &c. are indeed ornaments, but they 
subserve a double purpose, as they arc convertible at any time 
into value, and constitute in reality the circulating medium of 
the Country. A partial change however is I think taking place. 
Blankets are now becoming common. 11any of the chiefs 
having obtained clothes by various means, and some by 
purchase, appear to be partial to the Drei-;s. Vanity may 
induce others to imitate their example, after a time what was 
considen·cl a luxury will be felt as a necessary. The creation 
of one artificial want will be a Htimulus to Industry, and Lhus 
in the progress of Lime and circumstanceH we may hope to see 
this wild but interesting people worthy mcrnben, of Civiliwd 
8ocicty. The only evil which 1 can perceive attending tho 
fair i::; the number of loungers which it attracts. 

1 am .-orry to ,;ay that from this circumstance many Uanlen:-; 
have not been cultivated, which i~ the more unfortunate, as 
much corn has failed by reason of drought, and to thi • may be 
added the Corn which has gone to ,;\larket. 

Should l not have been suflicicntly c.·plicit in this Letter, 
or should there be any further enquiries suggested hy the 
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Commissioners arising out of these Statements, I shall be glad 
to bo honored with your requests. I have &c. 

(Signed) W. R. THOMSON. 

l Original.J 

Letter from .MR. B1sHOI' BuRNET'l' to R. WILMOT 

HORTON) ESQRE. 

(i DUKE STREET, \VESTJ\UNSTEH, 30th April 1825. 

Srn, l return herewith the first of the two letters under 
date the 9th Jnst. in compliance with your request. 

I never intended in the slightest degree to insinuate that 
Earl Bathurst glanced at the possibility of my " intentionally 
transmitting him imperfect Copies of the proceedings upon my 
trial." 1 merely disclaimed some imputations that were not 
strictly founded. 

I trust his Lordship will yet perceive that in estimating the 
character of a Trial like mine, where no evidence is adduced for 
the prosecution, the act of accusation, the public prosecutor's 
arguments in support of it, the defence and the sentence, are 
all that can be required to the strictest appreciation of its 
merits. This I have laid before his Lordship complete and 
authentic : formally, legally, and officially avouched. The 
Court of Justice merits a harsher censure than that upon its 
Commissioners so despotically productive of my banishment. 

lf documents issued officially are to be inoperative where 
alone they are intended to be serviceable, what may with 
propriety be said of a department _that furnishes blank paper 
to the subject at exorbitant charges, merely to delude him ? 
besider:i, if no report of my trial can, under any circumstances, 
as you state be received as official, unless direct from the Court 
of Justice to your department, why did Earl Bathurst make 
Lhc contingence of my having a Copy with me the Subject of 
consideration at all ? 

ln a case of such unparalleled persecution as mine, I did 
expect from the justice of His Majesty's Government something 
like an initiative to redress ; on the contrary nothing is con· 

N ;l 
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ceded to the palpable glare of ifa, enormity, but every advan­
tage is taken of the little motes which faintly obscure ifa, lustre. 

With all possible respect to Earl Bathurst, I now take the 
liberty of definitely asking whether my illegal sentence of 
banishment from the Cape is, or is not, to be forthwith remitted. 
The receipt of your answer Sir will enable me, I trust, to 
relieve you from the further importunities of my corre­
spondenc<'. I am &c. 

(Signed) B. BURNETT. 

[Original.] 

Jle11wrandum of LORD CHARLES SOMERSET upon MR. W1L1110T's 

Memorial. 

It would be irrelevant to enter upon the discussion of the 
private feuds that subsisted between Mr. Willson and his 
Party, or to advert to the terms upon the compliance of which 
he insisted on the part of such as had concluded an agreement 
with him in England any furthar than they relate to the inter­
forence of the Colonial Government on these occasions. The 
faith pledged in the a;isurances given to the Settlers will be 
found in thiR as in all other cases to have been strictly main­
tained, and it will be seen that the extraordinary indulgences 
shewn have bpen dictated by that Hpirit of liberality which 
actuated the local Government in regard to the interests of the 
~ettlers. 

With the view of enabling your Lordship to appreciate the 
merits of :\fr. Wilmot';i complaint8, I beg to refer your Lorch:hip 
to annexures N" os. l and 2, being the replies given by the 
Provisional .Magistrate of Bathurst and the Landdrost of 
Albany at the time, and which I found nccPssary to call for, in 
rdutation of snch points contained in Mr. \Vilmot'i-; Statcmeni 
as advert to mea;iures executed under their authority, which 
involved the interests of the complainant. 

Art. 1. From the. situation of the Brak River it was obligatory 
upon the Revd. ;\lr. Boardman, who took charge oft he Location 
upon ;\lr. Wilbon'R abandonment of it, to extend the allotments 
com;idcrably to the rear, in order that each might have the 
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advantage of water. The impartiality of the distribution was 
admitted, since no complaints of injustice in the division were 
made which could lead to a different conclusion. The assurance 
given as to the extension of these allotments rested upon a 
contingency beyond the control of the provisional :\Iagi trate, 
and it docs not seem that he held out any certain expectation 
of that contingency being removed. 

No objection would have been raised by the Government to 
the }1e,;srs. Wilmot receiving their title to the Land upon which 
they had resided for the term stipulated in all grants made in 
the Albany District, had the issue been recommended hy the 
Landdrost, but, as in a general report niade by llr. Rivers, of 
which a printed Copy i:,; enclosed, no testimony was borne to 
the industry of the Parties, :mfficient grounds did not exist 
for placing them on a footing with those who had manifested 
a greater degree of exertion in the cultivation of the Land 
assigned to them. 

Art. 2. In common with other Individuals there is no 
doubt that the :\Iessr8. \Vilmot suffered by the floods of 1823, 
and that their Lands received damage, but i8 it to be therefore 
urged that they were compelled to quit a Location upon which 
they assume to have expended a considerable Sum, and to 
hire a place elsewhere. 

Unproductive as the situation might have been, the outlay 
of so considerable a sum must have contributed to its improYe­
ment under any circumstances, and rendered it preferable to 
a location to which they would be necessitated to bring ail 
their resources to bear. 

Art. :t .:\lr. James Wilmot made application to me for a 
grant of land in the Grobbelaar's Kloof in lieu of his original 
Location, but as the ground had been reserved for Governnwnt 
P~rposes, and was not disposable, l directed an arnm er to be 
given to him to that effect on the 16th April 1824. 

ArtH. 4 and fi. The Colonial <lovernment has given car at 
all tinw::i to Holicitations emanating from any quarter, and has 
ncvt•r stooped to Rhow distinction to one Individual to the 
t•xclu:sion of the just right of another. The endeavours u:sed 
by the .\lcs:m,. Wilmot to rstablish a , 'cttlement arc unkno\\n 
to Ille, nor am l aware of their having <>vcr applied for any 
grant of Land save that ai the Grobbclaar\; Kloof. Their 

 

 



182 Records of the Cape Colony. 

application, if made, would have been referred to the local 
authority, as is usual in such Cases, and the grant would have 
depended upon his report. 

Their claim to the Land upon which they were originally 
placed, though not established, would have been admitted by 
the Colonial Government ultimately, had they continued upon 
it, but having abandoned the location they ceased to have any 
right to its title. 

'' That there are persons holding from four to five extensive 
places in Albany, some of which they have had granted after 
they had disposed of prior grants for large pecuniary con­
siderations," is a bare assertion unsupported by any fact, and 
not borne out (that I can ascertain) by any instance of the 
kind. 

Art. 6. Annexure No. 4, which is ~Ir. Thos. ·wmson'. 
account with the Commissariat Department for is ues made to 
his party, will show that there is a balance against them for 
supplies for Rations and other articles amounting to Rds. 
17,054 2 sks. 3½ sts., and that the .Jlessr:;. Wilmot therefore 
conjointly with the Party are indebted to the Commissariat 
on this account. 

Art. 7. The Cattle recaptured from the Caffers were in­
variably distributed. among those ·who had imffercd by the 
Depredation:; committed, in proportion to the loss :·mstained. 
It is Ro far correct, that 7000 head of cattle' wen· taken fro111 

the Caffers on the 4th December 182:J, hut the a nnexcd return 
will shew that 1753 only were retained f01· disposal, tlw n·­
mainder having been retunwcl to the' Caffprs, it being a principl(• 
followed up by the Commandant of th(• [◄'rontiers not to take 
more cattle than can lw traeN1 to thPir partil·ular kraah-L 

Colonel SomerHct'H ll'ttC'r c:ov(•ring the rl'iurn alluclPd lo 
explains satisfactorily thP n•asons \\ hieh pn•ventcd thc C'laims 
of the ~lessr:;. Wilmot from lwing sat iAfh•d at th<· t inH· . .Ann«'. un· 
No. 7 is a return of tlw Cattle <·aptUl'C'd l>Ptv.P<'ll 2oth OdolH'l' 
182:J and 20 Dccemb<·r 182:i, and No. 8 tlH' l'<'ccipts of th<· 
parties among whom they WP!'<' distributPd. Had a sufliei(•ttt 
number been retaken in order to being pbt<·Pd at th<• di:o;posal 
of the Landdrost for distribution, the ~le· n;. \\'ilmoi would 
have received their share, but it will l,p <'<'ll from mm<· un· 
No. 9 how irrn<l.equuk th<· nu,nbet· rl'taken wa · for indPmnifying 
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the sufferers, Rince at this moment claims for 5061 head of 
Cattle tolen by the Caffers still remain unsatisfied. Gpon the 
repre:entation of the }les.T:. Wilmot of the loss they had 
sustained in si. • oxen by the alleged negligence of the T nder­
sheriff at Graham's Town, they received a remuneration from 
Covernment of Rds. 500 or £3i 10,~. 

Art. The complaints that were frequently urged of the 
violation of the contraC'ts entered into between }laster and 
,'crvant, and the disr<'gard paid by the former to the obligation 
to which he wa · hound, rendrrecl it compulsory on the part of 
the Provisional ~Iagi trat<' , as the only means of preserving 
tlw public peac<', to dis:--olve the engagenwnts made in cases 
where no amicable adju. tmcnt C"ould he eff<'ekd; and in the 
JH'esent instance it appears that the arrangenwnt \\as voluntary, 
and not an arbitrary act on the part of Captain Trappe ... 

Even suppo. ing the mattN to have been judicially decided, 
the Superior Courts of Law being open to the party aggrieved, 
an appeal from the sentence pronounced would have been 
Pntered had redress for any injury been :-;ought, but the 
acquiescence at the time of tlw Individuals who abided in this 
decision argued their tacit concurrence in the measure. 

Art,;. 9, 1 0 and 11. The ca 'e here alluded to by }lr. Wilmot 
i,; fully e.·plained in the letter from the Gentlemen compo:ing 
the Commission of Circuit at the time his complaint wa~ 
preferred. As Plaintiff hC' had failed in substantiating hi:i 
~harge again:t any particular Individual, a circunu;tance of 
1t:elf uflicient to annul all further }H'O<'l'Pdings, indc1wndent. 
of the value of the O.·en, I he recov<•ry of \\ hieh he· sought, 
amounting to le s than Rcb. :wo, to ,,hieh <' ·tent a Civil <•ase 
i iu ( h<• til'st instan<·<• l'og11izahlP by the• Board of Land<lrost 
and H('Pt11rade11 of th(• l>i-:.tri(·t in whos!' jmisdiC'tiun the• 
Plaintiff n· id(•s . 

Th<' ad icl' givc•11 to .\Ir. Wilmot to prn pc•utl' hi · <·0111-
plaint bdon• th(• Board was foundPd tlwrdon' upon prinC'iph•,., 
of ou nd just i('(\ and \\ as 1·orn,iste11t \\ it h t lw Law of th(' 
Uolony, ancl his n·a 011, .gro111Hkd upon 1 his ad,·il'e, for not 
c·ornm<·neing IPgal proc·cPding a rains( Captain Trappe". in 
breaking through tlw e11gagPnH•11t alluded to in Paragr, ph , 
admit.ting hi statement to l,p <'otTPl'i that th,.ir di .olu(ion 
was judicially <·ffe<•t1•d , l'an only lw , it'\\ 1·d a an attl'mpt tu 
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give a colouring to his case, and an excuse for his omission to 
appeal from the sentence passed by that lfagistrate. 

The Messrs. Wilmot having therefore abandoned the Location 
upon which they were originally placed, being indebted iu a 
considerable sum to the Commissariat conjointly with the 
remainder of the party for Provisions issued to them, having 
moreover received from the Colonial Government, a Sum of 
Rds. 500, or £37 10s., as an indemnification for the loss of the 
cattle they allege to have sustained, which they themselves 
estimate at £30 only, and having neglected to appeal from the 
Sentence passed by the Provisional Magistrate at Bathurst, 
dissolving the engagements entered into of Master and Servant, 
it is submitted to your Lordship what consistency and what 
veracity pervades the statement made by .:\Ir. Wilmot, and 
'" ith what justice the claim can be admitted which he now 
sets up for indemnification for the injury he affirms his interests 
and those of his brother to have sustained by the acts of the 
Colonial Government. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SOMERSET. 

[Copy.] 

Proclamation by His EXCELLENCY THE RIGHT HONORABLE 

GENERAL LORD CHARLES HE~RY So,rnRSET, one of 11 is 
Majesty's Most Honorable Privy C1ounril, Colonel of Ilis 
.Majesty's 1st West India Regiment, Governor and Com­
mander in Chief of lli8 lllajesty's Castle, Tou•n, and Settle­
ment of the Cape of Good Hope, in South Africa, and of 
the Territories and Dependencies thereof, and Ordinary and 
Vice-Admiral of the same, Commandu of the fi'orces, 
&c., &c., &c. 

Whereas His Majesty has been graeiomdy pleaHed, hy 
Instructions issued under His Signet ancl Sign i\1anual, with 
the Advice of HiH Privy Council, bearing date at Carlton 
House, the Ninth Day of February, 1825, to orclcr ancl direct 
that a Council shall be established in thiH Colony, to aclviHe 
and assist in the Administration of the Government thereof : -
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And whereas His Majesty has signified His Pleasure that the 
said Council shall he composed as follows, viz. :-

President. 

His Excellency the Governor, or the Officer administering 
the Civil Government of the Colony, for the time Leing • 

. Members. 
'rhe Chief Ju tice, 
The Colonial ecretary, 
The Officer next in Command, for the time Lcing, to the 

Commander of the Forces, 
Lieutenant-Colonel Bell, 
Walter Bentinck, E ·q., Auditor-Gl'Jlcrnl, 
,J. W. Stoll, Esq .. Receiver-General. 

I do hereby make known and publish the same for the 
Information of all the Inhabitants of this Colony, and of all 
others whom it may concern. 

God save the King ! 

Given under my Hand and Seal, at the Cape of Good Hope, 
this 2nd Day of May, 1825. 

(Signed) C. H. So:"111m. ET. 

I Original. I 

Ll'lfrl' /rc>111 Lo1w C1I.\RLES, 'o,rnRsET to E.\RL B \THURST. 

C \PE OF Goou Hori-:, :lrd of J!ay 1H25. 

'\Iv Lo1w,- l have the honor to acknowh•dge the receipt of 
Your Lordship'H De:,;pa.tch of the 5th of ,January last, trans­
mitting a, h•gal I n:,;trument i;ent to you by His ~lajesty'i; 
'harge d'Affains at Frankfort, ,\ith the view that tlw Signature 

tlwreunto aflL ed may be duly verified, and l do myself the 
honor to return to Your Lordship the Document in question 
certified by me. 1 have &c. 

( igned) 
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[Copy.l 

Letter from the COMMISSIONERS OF ENQUIRY to R. WILMOT 

HORTON, ESQRE. 

CAPE Tow:N, 3rd May 1825. 

Srn,-Referring to our report dated 21st Ulto. upon the 
appropriation of the money advanced by the British Govern­
ment for the relief of the Inhabitants of this Colony in 1822, 
we have the honor to transmit herewith a perspective Elevation 
of the Landdrost's house recently erected at \Vorcester, and 
request you will he so good as to add it to the documents 
which accompanied our report. 

The drawing now forwarded was not completed until yester­
day. It would otherwise have been sent with the other 
documents hy the mail of the Rose that sailed last week. 

We have &c. 

(Signed) JoHN THOMAS BraoE, 

WILLIAM M. G. COLEBROOK!~. 

roriginal.] 

Letter from tllP. EARL OF CALlrnON to R. \V. HORTON, EHQRE. 

RT. J .,,n:s's RQU.\RF:, :lrd 1fay ltl25. 

:\ly DEAR Srn,-1 have lately reeeived a letter from Colonel 
Bird written undPr considerable uneasine:,;s anc.l making a 
request which I can best explain by giving an Pxtraci, from 
his letter. It is nrarly as follows : 

" One act of justie<' might, st ill l,p dmw Ill<' and perhaps 
your Lordship':,; kind interference may PffPct its h<'ing Ho do11<•. 
,\Ir. \V. Horton told your Lonh,hip I was l'('movPd in 110 :,;pirit 
of hostility, thP mode in \\hich my rc·moval took plac<' dlws 
not co1TPHpond \\ith that assertion. If lw foe!:,; jw,tified in 
what he said to yon, can there he any r<'ason why sueh docu­
ments from the Secretary of /:Hate':,; <lcpartnwnt :-;hould not ht• 

given to me as Hhall prove to my friendH thaL I meriioriow;ly 
:-;erved Covpmment for :~l year:-;. Thi:,; I think dut' to llH' 

whether I am or am not provided for. After all, what is th(' 
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bread which may be proffered to me in comparison with that 
character for integrity, assiduity, and a faithful discharge of 
every public duty, which it has been the study and practice of 
my long life to uphold, but which character I now feel to be 
unjustly compromised. To your Lordship's kindness I commit 
thiH last request and truly hope this may be the last time I 
shall have to write to your Lordship on my unfortunate 
case." 

I am aware that a certificate of Colonel Bird'::; meritorious 
services for 31 yeari:; cannot be given from the Colonial Office, 
as his services were not confined to the Colonies, but if Lord 
Bathurst does not object to give a document to the effect 
Colonel Bird requires for the period of his holding office at the 
Cape, it will very much tend to alleviate the poignancy of his 
feelings. I remain &c. 

(Signed) CALEJ)ON. 

[Copy.] 

Note from CAPTAIN CARNALL to R. W. HORTON, EsQ. 

64 LONG LANE, BERlfONDSEY, 3rd May 1825. 

Captain Carnall begs to inform ,rr. Wilmot Horton that he 
ha,; arrived from tlw Cap<' of Oood Hope, nndN sentence of 
haniHhnwnt, for five years ; and begi:; }[r. \\Tilmot Horton will 
have i he goodn<'sH io appoint a 1 inw wl1en i1 will lw convenit>nt 
i () l'C('('iVP hi Ill. 

[('opy.j 

/,pffi>r /m111 ~lit. ,Jow,i (' \RN \LL fo I{. \V!L:\TO'I' IIOR1'0 , EsQ. 

Lo!'rn LA-.c, B1m,10Nns1-:Y, .\lay :lrd l8:!,i . 

Hm,- 1 h<'g h-avP io Pnclosc you, for ilH' information of Rarl 
Bathun,t, a Diary of tlw trPatmcnt, I havP rt'ceivPd at the Capp 
of Good HopP, on a eharge of having aided in the escape of a 
J)('t':-1011 named. EdwardH, thc>n about undPl'going his sentPnce of 
tl'ansportation to New l-;outh \Vales fol' writing Lord Charh•s 
Nomp1·:,wt a kttcr. 1 am &e. 

(l',ign(•cl) 
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[Enclosure 1 in the above.] 

MR. JOHN CARNALL's Journal. 

Friday, 17th September 1824. 

I recollect at my place near \Vynberg a number of person,; 
coming on horseback, or in waggons or carts, as it appeared to 
me in coming out of my door ; but I had not time to speak 
before I was seized by four or five persons, stating that I was 
their prisoner, and on a pretence that I had assisted a '.\1r. 
Edwards in his escape from a sheriff's officer ; with that they 
bundled me into a cart or waggon, I cannot say which, and 
drove off furiously towards Cape Town 'frunk with me. [ 
certainly remonstrated a little, seeing I was to be made a 
criminal prisoner of; but was seized again by three or four 
more, and told, if I did not go in quietly, they would tear me 
in pieces ! I certainly thought it best to go in alive ; though, 
a few moments after, a dirty filthy mattrass, and two pieces 
of old blankets, were thrown into me they said to sleep on; I 
looked at them, and saw they were full of bugs and lice, of a 
kind I had never before witnessed the sight of, which quite 
overpowered me, and I fell down. I had two fits that night, 
and obliged to walk my cell all night, or suffer myself to be 
devoured by vermin, in lying clown on the filthy things on tlw 
stones. 

Saturclay, 18th 8eptember. 

Day--light : clreaclful cries of flogging ; from the cries, 
think five or six were floggecl. Applied for the doctor ; al 
11 A.)I. doctor came; informed him of my situation last night ; 
he asked a "Mr. Bamberger thP gaoler, if he eould not allow me 
a stretcher to sleep on ; he, the gaoler, then ordc>red me one 
that was always used to lay the dead bodies on, that were 
picked up by the watchmen, or died in the prison of variomi 
diseases ; but I had Htill the same bedding ordered to remain. 
Doors not opened, only to give in a little water and Pmpty tlw 
excrements ; conHequently I was obliged to walk thP room 
again all night ; received nothing from the doctor, though he 
promised to send me Seidlitz powders and leC'ches for my 
temples. A dreadful night. .\Iidnight. 
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Sunday, 19th SPptembcr. 

A dreadful cold morning. A fever and ague at intcrvab. 
A Hottentot boy hove out the filthy mattrass and blankets at 
my request. At eleven o'clock visited by the doctor and 
"aolcr; acquainted the doctor I had not received any medicine, 
as promised by him yesterday ; he immediately went on the 
outside with the gaoler, where they had some private conver­
Hation, but I got no answer ; doctor and gaoler left me. At 
noon some good fellow or other sent me in a bed and bedding; 
now I anticipated a good Rleep to-night ; went to bed at 
gun-fire. A little after, three persons entered my cell with 
leeches for my temples and Seidlitz powders to take, but no 
one would remain to put the leeches on, 1 might therefore have 
been as well without them ; they left me about three inches 
candle for the first time. 1 again lay down thinking to 
,;lccp, but to my surprise, in about two hours afterwards, 
was dreadfully alarmed by something in my ear buzzing 
and biting most cruelly ; jumped out of bed and found 
myself entirely covered with extraordinary large-sized bugs, 
lice and all sorts of vermin, such as I never before beheld ; 
I therefore had nothing else to do but slaughter them as 
long as I had candle-light ; but that being consumed in a. 
quarter of an hour, and no light, my situation then was 
clrC'adfnl, nearly mad, as I could not put my clothe on, 
tlwy being covered with filth. The walls at day-light in 
the morning were witness to the slaughter 1 had made in 
the night. On the walls, then, J began to examine where 
they could have come from ; I perceived a great number 
running into the crevices at the upper part of the cell, but at 
laHt found that they had come from the stretcher that was 
covPred with a bullock's hide, for the purpose before mentioned. 
Upon examining the Htretchcr more particularly, l found them 
to he very nunwrouR on th<' unckr part in the hair, and tlw 
hi<k Hl'Wl'd round th<• frame. \Vhcn the tnrnkC'y made his 
appeantn<'l' as usual, about, half an hour afkr gun-fire in the 
morning, I desired him to allow tlw Hottentot boy to remove 
the Htrctcher out of my cell, and take my bed and clothes out, 
and kill all the vermin that still remained on them, and which 
were no few. My room l then scrubbed and prinkled with 
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the assistance of a Hottentot boy ; it took him nearly tho 
,\hole of the day to dean my bedding, for doing which l gave 
him my provisions. At 11 A .-'1. the doctor and gaoler visited 
me ; I pointed out the stains on the walls where I had killed 
the vermin, and told how l had been situated; having a 
dreadful head-ache, and otherwise unwell, the doctor thought 
proper to bleed me, which he did most copiously ; and ordered 
me to continue taking the powders, and bid me good morning 
and left me. ThiH night slept middling, though my bed waH 
on the stones, occasionally walking up and down the cell 
wishing for day-light.-11idnight. 

Monday, 20th 8eptemlwr 
Dreadful cries and flogging as usual at day-light. At 11 .\ .. ,1. 

Dr. Liesching vi,;ited me; ordered me a board to sleep on; 
very ill; taking medicine ; ,;till in ,;olitary confinement. At 
gun-fire went to bed ; horrid dreanrn ; fancied l saw th1i 
:-;oldiers, dienaars, H.~1. fiscal, gaoler, &c. as l thought at my 
house, murdering my wife and Mr. Edwards; awoke and 
found myself walking the room ; horribly afraid. No light 
allowed in my cell.-11idnight. 

Tuesday, 21st September. 
Afraid to lie down ; had not the least feeling in my ldt 

hand and foot ; supposed it to ari,;e from the frightful dreams 
l had experienced ; rubbing them, to cause the circulation of 
blood; just found them a little better. A,; the rattling of 
chains round the convictt-l' legs rung in my earn, the turnkey 
opened the door as usual, pushed in a kitt of water, and locked 
the door again. l could not 8peak, being very ill indeed ; 
saw the doctor as usual, and l believe by his orders 1 was 
allowed candles by paying the turnkey for them. Though HO 
very ill, was not allowed the least drop of wine or spirits of 
any kind ; nothing but water allowed. .My provisions were 
Hcnt in by a friend, but 1 was not allowed to have any com -
munieation, only by the turnkey or gaoler ; retired to bed at 
gun-fire ; walked the room the prineipal part of the night ; 
as usual very ill.-Midnight. 

Wednesday, 22nd September. 
Up at gun-fire, and washed myself with soap, being the fir::;t 

time I was allowed any ; very sick at stomach and vomited a 
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<1uantiLy of hile ; very buggy to-night ; viHited by the gaoler, 
who came Rneaking in and asked how I was: answered, Very 
ill, a pain in all my limbs ; he left me ; in about two hours 
after he returned, saying, the commissionen; wished to see me 
below i-;tairs. I waited on them. The secretary to the Court 
of Jm,tice, with two members, read over an act of indictment; 
VlZ, 

"To the Commissionen, of the \\ orshipful the Court of Justice 
of this Government. 

" Act of Indictment : 

" Be it hereby made known, That John Carnall, criminal 
pri:-;oner, has become liable to the chargcH of having on the 
17th of this present month of September 1824, in the forenoon 
between the houn, of half-paRt nine and twelve o'clock, know­
ingly, willingly, and malrt fide, aided and assi;;ted the escape of 
William Edwards, a convict under sentence of transportation 
to New South Wales, while in custody of an under-sheriff and 
constable, on his way from Cape to Simon\, Town, for the 
purpose of being embarked on board the convict ship .Minerva, 
and of having for that purpo. e furnished him with a horse, 
saddle and bridle, with which he actually effected his escape ; 
which crimes, as tending to elude the ends of justice and to 
Rcreen criminals from their well-deserved punishment, cannot 
be tolerated in a land where justice prevails, that on the 
contrary require to be most rigorotrnly punished, according to 
Lhe higher or less degree of the plot, and the enormity of the 
crime of the fugitive, and to deter others from similar crimes. 

(Signed) "D. DJ£NYSSEN, .Fiscal. 

" .Fisual's Oflice, 22nd September 1821." 

'l'hcy asked for the names of my witne:;sc:-;. Gave them the 
names as follows :-Captain John Alexander ; .Mrs. Ed" ards, 
wife to the convict ; l\liss Rentz, sister to l\lrs. Edwards. 
Those were the peri:,ons I wished to be called on my behalf. 
They informed me that I was to be called into the court on 
the Saturday following, and bid me return to my cell, which 
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I did, escorted by two sheriffs and two constables. Nothing 
particular occurred ; retired to bed at gun-fire ; still taking 
mcdicinc.-Midnight. 

Thursday, 23rd Septembn. 

Up at gun-fire ; heard the rattling of chainr. ; the turnkey 
made his appearance a8 u8ual, to give a 8upply of water and 
take away the excrement8. Doctor visited at 11 A.M., received 
a quart bottle of medicine from him. At noon five boys 
were flogged; gun-fire retired to bed; no candles allowed.­
Midnight. 

Friday, 24th September. 

Day-light : flogging as U8ual ; this day nothing particular 
occurred.-Midnight. 

Saturday, 25th September. 

Up at day-light ; turnkey as usual ; sounds of flogging ; 
very anxious to-day, expecting to be called to the court.­
Noon: much disappointed; Dr. Liesching visited me, and 
said my trial was put off till Monday. r wished him to make 
application for me to be allowed to be shaved, having become 
quite a figure, and a very sore face and throat ; he promised 
me he would, and left me ; no communication allowed ; still 
in solitary confinement; retired a8 usual.-Midnight. 

Sunday, 26th September. 

Day-light; turnkey as usual opened the door for about five 
minutes to take out the excrements ; still not allowed to have 
either spirits or wine, though very ill. At noon doctor visited 
me for about t·wo minutes ; door closed again ; retired as usual 
very unhappy. Midnight. 

Monday, 27th September. 

Day-light : turnkeys as usual, and dreadful crie,; of flogging . 
.At nine o'clock a messenger from the court desired me to prepare 
to appear in the court at ten o'clock ; a barber was sent in to 
Ahave me for the first time ; at ten messenger announced that 
my attendance in the court was necessary, in consequence of 
which I proceeded out with him and a sheriff to a private room 
adjoining the court-house ; remained in custody till about 
half past one o'clock . Messenger reported that I was to 
follow him to the bar. The usual ceremonies being read in 
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Dutch, they then proceeded to read the aet of indictment ; 
they asked me what I had to say (by an interpreter) ; J pleaded, 
Not guilty. First witness was called in, a Hottentot boy, 
named Cupido ; was asked several questions, but they being 
put in the Dutch language I of courne did not understand : in 
corn,equence of Haid Cupido being somewhat in liquor, the 
court trying him backwards and forwards in conversation and 
questionR, which he answered so indirectly that they thought 
proper to dismiss him and close the court for that day, giving 
strict orders to the messenger that he should be treated well ; 
but strictly ordered them to see that he got no spirits or wine 
of any description. At about 4 h. 30 m. I was escorted back 
to my cell by shc-riff and conRtable, dined, and retired as usual 
to bccl.-Midnight. 

Tuesday, 28th September. 

Day-light : turnkc-y as usual, and flogging at eight o'clock. 
Me1:,senger ordered me to prepare for the court. At ten o'clock 
was escorted as yesterday to the room adjoining the court­
house. About one o'clock was called into the court : the 
ceremony in Dutch as yesterday being finished, proceeded to 
examine the above witness, Cupido : second witness, a Hot­
tentot woman, named Lynjic ; continued examining the 
witnesses : 4 h. 30 m. l'.1\1. clo1:,ed proceedings for this day. 
I appealed to the court to know if I could not be allowed pens, 
ink and paper in my cell, which was on the following day 
granted. I also appealed to know if my wife could be allowed 
to see me ; that was also granted, but not without two sheriff's 
officers being present all the time ; returned to prison with the 
sheriffs ; was allowed a small bottle of spirits or wine in my 
cell for the first time. Retired :u, usual to bed.-Midnight. 

Wednesday, 29th September. 
At day-light the tumkc>y as usual appeared to Hprinkle and 

s~rub my cell ; my cPll door allowed to stand open from sun­
nsc till Htm-set. At kn o'clock waH ('Rcorted to the room 
adjoining the fiscal's office : at one o'clock was called into 
court ; the ceremony aH yeHtcrday rPad in Dutch, and pro­
<'Peded to Pxarni,w a uumlwr of pcrHons relating to Mr. Rdwards 
having made hi1-1 escape from my place on a hori-e, by name 

XXI. o 
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\Vhitcfoot, my property. At five o'clock the eourt clo:-;cd, ancl 
1 escorted again to my pri8on by the sheriffo. On my arrival 
there, and having nothing to cat or drink nor any penmn 
allowed to fetch me any, I sent for Mr. Bamberger, the gaoler, 
and asked him the reason why no pernon was allowed to bring 
me any necessary provisions and drink up to my cell, ais was 
allowed to be done by the court, I having made application 
for that purpoise, which was granted me hy the Hitting com­
miissioners, that any one Rhould have aceesR to me, meaning 
friend:-; (without the instruction of any one ebe) ; he replied, 
that he was Horry that it had happened HO to-day, hut that he 
,rntild take care that it Hhould not happen again ; with that 
he left me. In about half an hour aftcrwardH he :-;ent to me 
by one of hi:-; HervantH, a bottle of Cape wine, bread and butter 
and fried fiHh, and begged l would accept of it, as that wai,; all 
he could do for me. Retired to bed as u8ual at gun-fire.­
~lidnight. 

Thur:-;day, :30th September. 

Day-light ; turnkey as wmal ; :-;ent a note to the :-;ecretary 
of the court to be laid before the isitting commis::;ionen;. 

LCopy.J 

" To the won,hipful the Court uf ,J uHticl'. 

" Srns, Hi:-; Majc:-;ty':-; fo;cal Haid to me on tht' day l \HtH 
taken into cu::;tody, that he owed me an old grudge on account 
of \V. EdwardR, and that [ might depend on his paying me 
this time for all, if there was a pos:-;ibility of doing it. I 
rcmorn,trated with him a little rc:-;pccting it, and m,:-;ured him 
that l had had nothing to do with Mr. Edward:-; in any way or 
shape whatever, excepting :-;o far a:-; busines:-; required of me to 
do : he nodded his head and f:laid, 'Ah ! that is very good.' 

(Signed) "Jo11N CARNALL." 

Retired to bed ai:i usual.-.Midnight . 

.Friday, 1st OctuLl'l' 1 :H. 

At day-light turnkey and flogging as mmal ; Cf:lcorte<l to the 
court ; the proceedings and examinations as before. My 
hor::,e in attendance every day by H.M. fi::;cal'::, order : applied 
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to the court for permission fol' Mn,. Carnall to have free access 
to me without the intrusion of either of the sheriff's officers, 
which was granted me. The court closed as usual about half 
past four o'clock; returned again to prison under the same 
guard ; nothing particular occurred ; retired to bed as usual. 
-Midnight. 

Saturday, 2nd October. 

Day-light : turnkey opened the door; no attendance at 
court to-day on account of MiRs Rentz not attending on Friday, 
she being on board the convict ship Minerva in Simon's Bay, 
with her brother-in-law and sister Mr. and Mrs. Edwards. 
Orders were given by H .M. fiscal to apprehend her and bring 
her by force from the ship. Retired to bed as usual.-Midnight. 

Sunday, 3rd October. 

Day-light : turnkey opened the doors as usual ; barber 
attended to shave me, not being allowed to do it myself. 
Three friends visited me to-day; five o'clock, rainy weather; 
at gun-fire retired to bed.-Midnight. 

Monday, 4th October. 

Daylight: turnkey as usual; half-past seven hard rain. At 
ton o'clock guarded to the court as usual. Miss Rentz examined. 
At three returned to prison ; went to bed at nine o'clock.­
Midnight. 

(Copy sent to the Court.) 

'' H.M. Fiscal, R.O. Prosecutor, versus J. Carnall, Defendant 
in Person. 

" May it please your Worships, 
"The arguments, claim and conclusion of H.M. fiscal being 

now concluded, l beg leave with all due submission to solicit 
the indulgence of the court for the period of seven days to 
prepare my defence, which I trm,t will not be deemed by the 
court an immoderate period in reference to the voluminous 
mass of evidence now lying on your table, independent of the 
arguments of H.M. fiscal, which it will be my imperat::."e duty 
to answer, scrutinize and probe. 

o 2 

 

 



"As l am deeply and prominently interested in Lhc rcHult 
of this prosecution, and being at the same time convinced that 
it is the wi8h of the court that every unfortunate pri1:,oner who 
may be arraigned at its bar 1:,hould pm,ses1:, every latitude and 
indulgence in the preparation of his defence consi1:,tent with the 
peculiar circunl8tance of the ca1:,e, l cannoL but anticipate the 
favourable acquiescence of the court to this requisition." 

The court was cleared by the tinkling of a bell, for the 
purpose of the sitting commis8ioners to give judgment. ln 
half an hour I wa8 called into the court, and informed by 
the interpreter that the court had granted my request to allow 
me seven day8. Retired to bed as u8ual.-Midnight. 

Tue8day, 5th October. 

Day-light : turnkey aH usual ; flogging about five o'clock. 
At 9 A.:\L barber called to shave me as usual, still not allowed 
to have my dressing-case. Slight rain; at noon cleared up. 
Half-past one o'clock Mrs. Carnall visited me; brought me 
necessary linen, &c., Mrs. Townsend furnishing me with all 
necessary provisions from her house in town. l was informed 
by Mr8. Carnall that Robert Taylor, formerly a servant of 
mine, had been robbing my premiscH of young pigs, fowls, 
eggs, &e. ; mac:c application in writing to the landdro8t, for 
the purpose of apprehending the same. The gaoler was sent 
to me by H.:\1. fiscal's orders to demand the sum of eighteen 
rix-dollars, stating it was the pound expenses, to he paid for 
the eighteen dayr-; the horse had been kept in town for the 
purpose of being Hhown to the witneHser-; every day at court, 
during the trial of myHclf, which I rcfm,ed to pay. Retired to 
bed as usual.-Midnight. 

Wednesday, 6th October. 

Day-light : turnkey aH mmal ; flogged two hoyH. At ten 
o'clock A.M. Mrn. Carnall war-; r-;prvecl with a HummonH to appear 
before the sitting commisHioncrs of the Court, of J usticc, 
accused of having 8ecreted l\Ir. EdwardH in my house; em­
ployed Advocate Trutcr to attend on her behalf. At half-past 
one o'clock P.'IL Mrs. Carnall returned from the court. Rctirccl 
to bed as usual, after r-;cnding the following letter to J. A. Truter, 
Esquire. 
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'' To J. A. Truter, Esq., Advocate. 

"Trunk, 6th October. 

"8m,-His Majesty's fiscal having commenced a criminal 
prosecution agaim,t Mrs. Carnall, on a charge of being privy 
to the secreting of William Edwards at my house, I have 
therefore to request your legal assistance in defending this 
unfounded proi-,ecution.-Y our obedient servant, 

(Signed) "JOHN CARNALL." 

Thursday, 7th October. 

Day-light ; turnkey ; rattling of chains and flogging as 
usual, and which were the only cries heard this day throughout. 
Retired to bed.-1Iidnight. 

Friday, 8th October. 

Got up at day-light : turnkey as usual ; the cries of flogging. 
At breakfast time, His 11.'s fiscal sent in the gaoler with a 
receipt, stating that l must put my signature to it, for the 
purpose of allowing H .1\1.',; fiscal to sell my home by public 
vendue, for the above-mentioned expenses. I told him l had 
not yet lost my senses, and that l never should be fool enough 
to resign once my hon;e or any other property of mine to pay 
H.M.'s fl.seal's expenses. He, the gaoler, said I had better do 
it, as H.M.'s fiscal would be very angry if he was to tell him 
what l said, ancl that it was likely not to do me any good by 
re/u8ing to sign the receipt he had presented me. I desired him 
to go about his business, and not annoy me any longer, as I 
should not sign it : he left me immediately, seemingly in a 
great passion. At gun-fire retired to bed, very unwell.­
Midnight. 

Saturday, 9th October. 

Day-light : turnkey as usual. At noon Mrs. Carnall visited 
me; gave me information that H.M.'s fo,cal had served her 
with An act of Accusation, and that she waH to appear before 
H.M.'s fo;eal and the sitting commiHsioners to be tried for 
secreting the convict \Villiam Ed.ward,; (under sentence of 
trarn,portation to New Routh Wales) in my house for a period 
of thr('l' nights. At l h. :lO m. P,,1. i-,}w was honourably acquitkd 
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of the charge she ,vas accused of. Advocate J. A. Tn1ter, and 
Mr. Whitcombe, notary, attended at the court on her behalf. 
The barber attended me this day, and presented his bill for 
payment, and at the same time informing me that I might 
have my own dressing-case; discharged his hill, and away he 
went. Retired to bed as usual.-}Iidnight. 

:N.B. The notary, advocatc's, &c. expenses incurred by '.\1rs. Carnall, I was 
compelled to pay. 

(Copy.)-" Act of Accusation in the case of H.:M.'s Fiscal, 
Prosecutor for the Crown, against the Wife of the criminal 
Prisoner John Carnall. 

"Whereas it is evident from the preparatory informations, 
that H.:'.\L's fiscal, after the escape of the convict William 
Edwards, at the time of his transportation to Simon's Town, 
suspecting that the same had secreted himself at your house 
called Sussex-place, situated on the other side of "\Vynberg, 
did request and obtain his Excellency the Governor's fiat to 
search the said premises : 

" That H."M.'s fiscal in consequence, in the morning of the 
20th of the month of September, together with a commission 
of the Court of J usticc for the purprn;e of effecting the search, 
proceeded a long time before day-break, with a combined 
force consisting of Home military and the police officer,;, to the 
Sussex-place, and secured all avenue,; with :;entrim; and con­
stables : that having at day-break knocked at the front door 
of the house, a long time did elapse before the commission had 
an opportunity to effect the search, during which time every 
thing was in constant motion in the hons<•, wh<>n at last a 
back door was opened through which the conunission, assist<>cl 
by the police, entered the how,e and commenced the search : 

'' That the commission having advanced as far as the room 
then occupied by Mn,. Edwards, being an upper room above 
the passage of the houRe, receiving its light through a window 
of the front gabl of the house, both side:-, of the thatch of 
which was partitioned off by hoards, in which room tl1<•y found 
Mrs. Edwards lying on a Htretcher, which was placed acroHH 
the middle window, in such a manner that tlw head of the bed 
was against the partition of the thatch on tlw le-ft, sid<' as you 
entered tlw room : 
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" That the wife of said ·William Edward8, when the com­
misi;ion entered the room, pretended to have violent cramps 
in her belly and bowels; while her sister, Miss Rentz, was 
standing before her bed, bu8y rubbing her belly : 

" That the commisRioners notwithstanding, however, pro­
ceeded to search t_he room, but did not discover William 
Edwards in the same : That hereupon the commission pro­
ceeded to search the room in which Mrs. Edwards ; 
and as there was nowhere an opening to be found in the 
partition, against which the head of the bed was placed, the 
commission insisted that the bed should be removed in order 
to ascertain whether there was an entrance within in the 
partition, but without succesR : 

" That thereupon the under-sheriff, William Mills, was 
ordered to break the board of the partition of the next room, 
and by this means to enter the Ramc; which being done, tlw 
consequence was that William Edwards, who was hid behind 
the same, crept under hiR wife':-; bed, where he was discovered 
and taken into custody : 

" That from the corn bined circumstances, the secreting of 
the convict William Edwards at your house, of which you had 
the direction in the absence of your hmihand, he having bc>cn 
taken in custody and conveyed to town on the 17th of the 
kaid month of SPptcmbcr, which crime th<' dignity and suprcnw 
authority of rT.11.'s GovPrnmPnt, and tlw administration of 
impartial j11sti<'P, !'('quire to he punishNl according to law. 

(Rignccl) ",J. Lrno, lkp. Fiscal. 

"PisPal's Offirc, Gth OctohPr, 1824." 

(A trn<' translation.) 

X.11. \Vlwn 1hr ~hPrilT hnd hrokrn down 1t1r partition hr cliRrhargecl his 
pi~tol~ t hPrPin. 

Sunday, 10th October. 

Day-light : turnkPy aH mmal ; Mr. Tow1rnend visited me. 
At l'ighi o'cloek t,wo i,;o}dirrs "rrc• brought in, one next door to 
mr, No. 14-, the other in Xo. 18, accused of ha:ving committed 
a nqw on thr Rirnon'H Rav road. Retirrcl to heel aH mn1al at 
gun-Iii'<'. JI id night. • 
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Monday, 11th October. 
Day-light ; turnkey as u. ual. Guarded to the court, and 

was sentenced by the sitting commiRsioners to l<.'ave the colony 
for one twelvemonth, a11d to pay fifty rix-dollarR to H . .\1. 's 
fiscal, and half the costs of the court ; the sheriff's officer 
Stillwell sentenced to three months imprii;onment, and the 
other half costs of the court. \Vas guarded back to prison; 
nothing more particular occurred. Retired to bed as usual.­
Midnight. 

Tuesday, 12th October. 
Day-light : turnkey opened the door of my cell, and flogging 

much as usual. At 8 A.1r. heavy rain. Nothing of consequence 
occurred to-day. Retired to bed. ::\Iidnight. 

WC'dnesday, 13th October. 
Day-light : turnkey opened my door ; flogging as usual. 

This day H.i\1.'s fiscal noted an appeal agairn,t my former 
sentence. Sent the following letter : 

(Copy).-" To the Secretary of the Court of ,Jw,tice. 

"Srn,-Understanding that H.1\1.'s fo,cal has appealed from 
the sentence passed in my ease on Monday last, 1 havC' thneforc 
to request that an appeal may also be noted on my behalf 
from the said sentence to the full court. Yours obediently, 

(Signed) 

"Trunk, 13th October l 21." 

Retired as mmal to bed. - Midnight. 

",JOII:.'lf CARNALL." 

'I'hursday, 14th October 1 24-. 

Turnkey opened my cell at day light ; flogging aH lmual. 
At ten o'clock the Heerctary of th<' court, l\Ir. ,Turgerrn, visitc•d 
me; informed me, that if J waH rPady to defend my caHe , that 
W. Bentinck, Esq. and the other mc•m bers would bring it on 
before the full court on 1\fonday next, th<' IHth instant, as he' 
stated to me that they ,, ere extremely sorry I should ha Y<' 

Huffere<l so long an imprisonnwnt. I told him I . hould lie 
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perfectly ready, and it was my particular wish that Advocate 
Cloete should defend my case in appeal. He said he would 
call on l\lr. Cloete, and advise with him what was be:;t to be 
done. 8cvpral per:;om, visited me this day. othing partirular 
occurred. Retired to bed a;-; u, ual. - .\Iidnight. 

Friday, 15th October. 
At day-light turnkey a:; usual ; heavy rain. ..\frs. Carnall 

visited. Nothing worthy of notice occurred these twenty-four 
hours . Retired as usual to bed. J\Iidnight. 

, aturday, 16th October. 
Day-light : turnkey as usual; cloudy weather. Advocate 

Faure brought his bill for examining witnesses, &c. as he told 
me, in my case; his bill amounted to l 75J rix-dollars; but 
as he did not speak Engli:h, nor I the Dutch language, I of 
c·ourse did not know for what the l 75~ rix-dollars ,vas charged; 
l therefore submitted his bill to the taxation of the Court of 
Justice. Flogged this day about twenty hoys; it is usual to 
flog them without bringing them to any sort of trial whatever . 
..\Ir. otary Whitcomb brought his bill, amounting to 125 rix­
dollan,, said for attending on nw and Mrs. Carnall ; referred it 
al ·o to the taxation of the court. RPtired to bed as usual.­
.\ficlnight. 

, unday, lith Octobrr. 
Day-light : turnkey a · u:ual. 

Retired as u ual.- ..\lidnight. 
Nothing particular this day. 

:'.\1onday, I th October. 
Day-light : turnkc>y as u. ual ; flogged si. · boy· very c•arly; 

heavy rain. 8c>vt-ral per;-;ons visitt•<l mp thi · day. othing 
particular occurred these twenty-four hours. Retired as usual 
to bed.- Midnight. 

Tue·day, 19th October. 
Day-light: turnkc-y as usual; about kn boys Hogged; one 

a slavp of Mr. Munnik's, scntcnC'ed to receive fifty lashes at 
~he criminal prn;t; sentenred by the landdrost court. K·trcmely 
ill my;-;clf to-day ; rc>tired to bed at half-pa;-;t six o'clock. A 
lllan named Harman, the turnkey, ad - cl raseal, locked my 
door· without giving me any watpr•, and\\ hil'h hl' had n·1wafrdly 
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done. I of course knocked and asked for a little water to he 
sent in to me, but was always refused, until he the turnkey 
called '' proper time." Retired to bed as usual.-Midnight. 

Wednesday, 20th October. 

At day-light, turnkey as usual ; flogging very early ; still 
very ill; nothing particular. Retired as usual.-Midnight. 

Thursday, 21st October. 

Day-light : turnkey as usual ; flogging four boys ; strong 
S. E. gales ; nothing particular this day. Retired as usual.­
Midnight. 

Friday, 22nd October. 

Day-light : turnkey as usual and flogging; Dr. Barry and 
gaoler visited the criminal prison ; opened my cell door ; said 
"Good morning, Sir, have you any complaints to make 1 " 
Answered, "None at present." Passed my door to that of the 
under-sheriff's Stillwell. A conversation took place, wherein 
Dr. Barry said to him, "I cannot help thinking what a d--d 
fool you was to let Edwards run away ; I always thought 
what a very unfit man you were to be a sheriff's officer. If 
you had been a soldier, you would have been shot for it. You 
ought to think yourself d--d well off that you were not a 
soldier." The sheriff Stillwell replied, " I do not think you 
have a right to accuse me of neglect of duty ; that rem,lim, 
for the court to decide on." Dr. Barry turned round and left 
him, apparently very much disappointed. At noon Dr. 
Liesching visited nw, ordrred me some powdrr:-! to lw ta ken 
occaRionally. Rrtir<'d a:-; mmal to bed.- Midnight. 

Saturday, 2:Jrd OctohN. 

Turnkey as uRual at day-light ; Rwept out and sprinkled my 
cell. Cries of flogging early in the other pri,;ons ; at kn o'cloc·k 
a Hottentot boy was flogged in front of my door, lashed tot Ii<' 
post placed there for that purpose. Retirc•d a:-; wmal to hP<l. 
-Midnight. 

Sunday, 24th (ktoher. 

Turnkey a!'! uRual, opened the door. Noon : J\Trn. Carnall 
visited me, Raid RlH' had hc-rn vc•ry ill. Rrtirrcl to lwcl aR 
usual. Midnight. 
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Monday, 25th October. 

Day-light, fine morning, turnkey and flogging as usual , 
visifrd by a few friends. Retired as mmal.-Midnight. 

Tuesday, 26th October. 
Day-light ; turnkey and flogging as usual. The walls were 

whitewashed to hide the stains I had made on them by killing 
the vermin. Mrs. Carnall very ill all night. Retired as usual. 
-Midnight. 

Wednesday, 27th October. 

At day-light, turnkey and flogging as usual ; sent two letters 
to Mr. Stoll , the landdrost. Retired as usual.-Midnight. 

']'hursday, 28th October. 

At day-light, turnkey and flogging as usual. Colonel Carey 
visited me for the purpose of taking my premises, and advising 
me to memorial the Governor. Nothing particular occurred. 
Retired as usual.-Midnight. 

Friday, 29th October. 

Turnkey and flogging at day-light as usual; nothing par­
ticular occurred these twenty-four houn1. Retired to bed as 
nsual. - Midnight. 

Saturday. 30th. 

At day-light t urnkc>y and flogging as usual ; nothing par­
ticular oecurrecl. Retired as usual.- Midnight. 

Sunday, 31st. 
Turnkey as usual at daylight ; ehurch bells ringing ; myself 

not allowed to attend divine worship in the prison. Retired 
as usual.-:\liclnight. 

Monday, 1st November . 

. At day-light turnkey and flogging as usual ; nothing par­
tlC'ular. :\lidnight. 

TueRday, 2nd November. 

Day-light : turnkey and flogging as mmal ; went to bed at 
gun-firc.- Midnight. 

WedneRday, 3rd November. 
Day-light ; turnkey and flogging as usual. It is usual for 

1lw lllast<'t's of the boys who al'c to hP tlogg('d to stand hy and 
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see the punishment inflicted, and by giving the convicts (who 
are the persons ordered to punish them) four skillings, can get 
it more severely inflicted. Wrote a letter to Sir J. A. Truter, 
the Chief Justice, praying him to bring my case forward as 
early as possible, having been promised since 14th of last 
month that it should take place on the 10th of said month. 
Visited by a number of friends. Retired as usual.-..\Iidnight. 

Thursday, 4th. 
Day-light : turnkey and flogging as usual. At 10 L\I. 

received an answer from Sir J. A. Truter, Chief Justice, to my 
letter. A friend of mine allowed to remain with me to nine 
o'clock this night for the first time. Retired as usual.-

Copy of the Letter from Sir J. A. Truter. 

"Camp Ground, 3 ov. 1 24. 

"Srn,-In answer to your application of this day, I beg 
leave to inform you that the necessary order has been issued 
to have your case brought on next Monday the 8th instant. 

"I am, &c. 

"To ::\Ir. J. Carnall." 
"J. A. TmrTER." 

l◄'riday, 5th. 
Day-light: turnkey as mmal. I had a very sleepless night ; 

was awakened and alarmed about midnight by the turnk(•y 
and a black fellow (acting as book-keeper) entering my cell 
with a lanthorn, saying, Did you not hear a devil of a noise ? 
I answered, o ; what is the matter ? They Haid, they were 
looking round the prison to sop that no d--d thie,es arc 
making their escape ; with that tlwy left my cell, and the 
rattling of locks and keys for such a length of tinw wa,; horribh-, 
and prevented me from sle p all night. I got up and walked 
the cell till day-light, and then the rattling of chains round 
the unfortunate prisoners' legs and <'ries of flogging waH drC'a<lful 
to hear. At :~ P .)1. the sheriff officer Htillwcll was libC'ratcd hy 
sppc•ial ordPr from His Excellen<'y th(• Governor. • 
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8aturday, 6th November. 
Day-light : turnkl'Y and flogging ai,; usual. At 10 A.'.\I. 

Dr. Li(•sching sent a box of 'cicllitz powden, for me at nine 
o'clock ; retired to bed very unwell. A prisoner, .Maurice 
Higgins, was allowed to sleep in my cell all night, as the 
doctor had ordered 1 should not be left alone at night.­
.\lidnight. 

8unday, 7th November. 
Day-light, : turnkey as wmal, and flogging. Retired to bed 

as uwal.- . .\lidnight. 
.Monday, 8th November. 

Daylight : turnkey and flogging as usual. In the coun;e of 
the night the body of a man ,vas brought in, that was found on 
the 8imon's Bay road, said to be one of .Mr. lngram'i-; men, a 
spttler, named John ..\lahony. At 10 o'clock the gentlemen 
and heemraden from the landdrost court came to the criminal 
priHon to see a Hottentot boy punished at the whipping post. 
:'.\fy case this clay at noon was brought before the court, and 
conducted and defended by my advocate Mr. Cloete, His 
..\lajcsty'H F., H. 0. prosecutor for the crown. At 5 r.:11. 

receiYecl a note from Advocate Cloete, as follows : 

(Copy.) 

" ..\1R. 'AR:-;.\L,L, ..\h DE.\R 'rn, - 1 am extremely sorry to 
inform you that tht> court has altered your Hentenee to five 
years traw,portation. ·what can be their motivei,; or reasons 
1 do not know, nor could 1 possibly have dreamt of :mch a 
l'Psult. I will call upon you to-morrow to advise what further 
may be done. Believe me, &c. 

(8igned) 

lh•tircd as u. ·ual.- ..\lidnight. 
"H. ULo.ET.E, senr." 

Tuesday, Uth Novembrr. 
Day-light : turnl·cy ancl flogging a,; mrnal ; Vl'ry ill indeed 

to-clay. At half pa,;t ninl' o'clock the sistc•r of John Mahony, 
~hat was brought in yl'stcrday, came to see him : he> was lying 
111 thp pas:;agc- ]pacling to 1 hl' criminal pri,;on, on tlw Ra.me 

·tretcher that was formerly £iVC'n to me to i-lcep upon; he 
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waH exactly in the Htate he had been pickl'<l up, all over filth 
and dirt , with a picct' of canvaH laid ovt•r hiH fact' : on her 
"eeing him in that Htate, Hhc Hcrcamed aloud and fell down, 
ejaculating " Oh ! my brother ! .My brother ! " Whereupon 
the black book-keeper, who heard her, told her in the moHt 
brutal manner, d- g her to H- 1, i,;aying, "if you don't hold 
your d-d tongue, I'll take you by the neck and bundle you 
out," and ui,;ing other abominable exprcHHions, not fit to be 
heard. At noon Advocate Cloete visited me; Haid there waH 
nothing left for me to do but memorial the Governor ; and at 
the Harne time Htating, that the court had no more groundH or 
right to paHs that sentence on me than on hinu;elf, and that 
the court had only done it to please his Lordship, he being 
afraid that my Haid Advocate Cloete would have brought an 
action againHt H.l\1.'s fo;cal for false impri,;onment; and after 
a little more conversation relative to the memorial to hiH 
Excellency, he left me. At sun-set the body of Mahony waH 
taken from the prison to be interred in the ground adjoining 
l\lr. lngram'i,; house, where a hole had been dug for the purpoHe ; 
but when the body was met outHide of the prison by a number 
of hiH countrymen, i-;ii,;ter and friend,;, they took the body by 
force from Mr. lngram'H cart, and carried and interred it in 
the burial ground, contrary to the will of Mr. Ingram, who 
propo,;ed burying him at hiH place , along,;ide his dog. A 
friend of mine remained all night. Retired to bed at 11 o'clock. 
- .Midnight. 

Wednesday, Loth. 

Day-light : turnkey and flogging aH mmal. The man 
H igginH orckred hy the doctor 1.o Hleep in my eel!. Retired 
to hcd.-.Midnight. 

Thursday, l lth November. 

Day-light : turnkey and flogging aH usual ; nothing par­
ticular occurred these twenty-four houri,;. Hctired aH uRual 1.o 
bed. .Midnight. 

Friday, L21h Novt·1ttlH't'. 
Day-light: flogging, &t·. aH u,;ual. Put an adveliiHt•ment, 

in the paper to let my houi,;e and landi,;. Colonel Carey viHitcd 
me again to-day and advised me to memorial the Governor 
immediately. 6 P.M. my advocate, Cloete, vii,;ited me for the 
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purpoHe of eonHulting with me reHpccting memorialing hiH 
Excellency the Governor; he Haid he would get it ready for 
my Hignatme by to-morrow : retired as usual to bed. Thomas 
Cary, a constable, was ordered by the doctor (not considering 
it fit l Hhould be left alone) to sleep in my cell all night.­
Jlidnight. 

i::,aturday, 13th. 
Day-light, &c. as wmal. AL noon J\lr. Ryneveld and Dr. 

LieHching came round the criminal prison, inquired howl was, 
and what, eomplaints l had to make. Amnvered, very ill. 
t:;peut thiH day as usual, \\ riting and reading ; at gun-fire went, 
to bed.- l\lidnight. 

8aturday, 14th. 

Day-light : Hogging, &c. as llHUal ; nothing particular this 
day; retired as usual. 1\ man, a native of Amsterdam, ordered 
Lo sleep in my cell. 

.Monday, 15th. 

Day-light : tumkt•y as ui-;ual, and dreadful flogging. Vii-;iLcd 
by a friend and told my horse was summoned to the court, this 
day, on the trial of l\lahony, a i-;ervant of \V. Edwards, who 
was accused of having saddled the above-mentioned horse for 
W. Edwards' escape. At three o'clock Mr. Advocate Cloete 
came and read over to me tlw memorial intended for the 
Governor; l approved of it by his advice. Retired to bed as 
usual.-11i<lnight. 

Tuesday, 16th. 

Day-light : turnkey and flogging as uHual. At eleven o'clock 
.i\lr. Uloetc'i-; clerk brought in the memorial for my signature, 
which I i-;igncd; he Haid l\lr. U. intended to deliver it himi-;elf; 
nothing more particular occurred this day. Retired as usual 
to bed. l\lidnight. 

Uopy of a Memorial which I was advised by my advocate 
Uloete to send in. 

" 'l' o hiH l~xcellcncy (:t•ncrnl the Hight, Honourable Lord 
UharleK H. i::,omerset, Governor and Commander-in­
Chief, &c. 

" '1'1 1e humble 11emorial of John Carnall, now a prisoner in 
the town gaol, most respectfully sheweih, 
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" That your Excellency's mcmoriali8t wa8 imprisoned and 
prosecuted by H.M.':-, fiscal in a criminal suit, charging mPmo­
riali8t with having aided and abetted in the escape of William 
Edwards out of the hands of hi8 keepers, on hi8 way to Simon's 
Town, to undergo his sentence of tran8portation to New South 
Wales. 

" That the commissioners of the worshipful Court of J usticc, 
before whom the case was brought for trial in the first instance, 
having condemned memorialist to be banished from the colony 
for the 8pace of twelve months, H.M.'s fiscal did not think 
proper to acquiesce in the said sentence; but having noted 
an appeal therefrom to the full court, the latter aggravated 
the former sentence, condemning the memorialist to trans­
portation to New South Wales for a term of five years! That 
the memorialist neither having the wish nor the means to 
prosecute a further appeal to your Excellency, merely begs to 
submit in the most humble manner to your Excellency, that 
the memorialist throughout and to the last day of his existence 
will deny having had the slightest suspicion of the intention of 
said William Edwards to make his escape from his place, and 
that the whole charge against memorialist rests upon the mo8t 
weak and remote presumptions and suppositions, as judge, 
which before your Excellency in appeal, would not have been 
deemed satisfactory or conclusive evidence. The memorialist 
begs leave more to add, that the whole acquaintance of the 
memorialist with said Edwards, convict, had arisen from tho 
latter havmg found the memorialist's estate a convenient 
halting place between Cape Town and the Fish Hook Bay, 
belonging to Mr. Richardson, by whom he had been introduced 
to the memorialist, and where he was in the frequent habit of 
resting, in consequence of which the memoriafo;t employed him 
in his official capacity as a notary public, in two or three cases, 
for the recovery of certain sums of money, without however 
having ever aHHociated with or HUpported him in his principles 
or general conduct; but on the contrary, having spent a period 
of four years since the memoriafo,t retired from the merC'hant 
:;erviee, in which he had acquired the implicit confidence of the 
most respectable mercantile houses of London, in the command 
of various ships, in peace and quiet upon his small estate, 
without having been in any way :;ubject to the animadversions 
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of the law. Finally, the memorialist begs leave most humbly 
to submit to your Excellency, that the memorialist, who has 
now already undergone an impriHonment of more than two 
montlu,, during which time his health has been much affected, 
will find himself utterly ruined, and see his wife and children 
reduced to a state of misery and want, from which at the 
advanced age of the memorialist, and stigmatized as he will be 
by the latter sentence, it would become impossible ever again 
to rescue them, were the sentence of transportation enforced 
against him ; and therefore entreats your Excellency to take 
into consideration the execution of a sentence which compara­
tively pn'Rses lightly upon the memorialist as an individual, 
but would only render an innocent wife and offspring miserable, 
and deprive them of a home and of the slightest support. 

·wherefore memorialist most humbly prayeth, it may 
graciously please your Excellency to mitigate the sentence of 
the worRhipful Court of Justice, and to commute the same into 
such milder sentence as your J-<~xcellency may deem expedient. 

"And memorialist a1, in duty bound will ever pray . 

• , 16th November 1824." 
Wednesday, 17th November. 

Day-light : flogging, &c. as usual. 9 A.M. Advertized my 
houflehold furniture to be sold on the 4th December next, to 
defray the expenses brought against me in defending this 
prosecution. Retired to bed as usual.-l\-lidnight. 

Thursday, 18th . 

. Day-light : turnkey and flogging at:i usual ; nothing par­
t1eular occurred. Retired to he'd. -Midnight . 

.Friday, 19th. 

This day throughout as yester<lay.-Midnight. 

8aturday, 20th. 
' l'hi::; day thruugl10ut as yesterday. Midnight. 

8unday, 2lbt. 

Day-light : turnkey and flogging as usual ; rainy weather. 
Retired as usual to bed.- Midnight 

XX!. p 
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l\londay, 22nd. 

Day-light-: flogging, &c. as usual. Half-past IO, A.:\l. Drs. 
Barry and Liesching came round the prison; inquired of me 
as usual : answered, very ill : recommended me vegetable 
diet. .Retired to bed as usual.-Midnight. 

Tuesday, 23rd. 

Day-light : as usual flogging, &c. Dr. Liesching vii-;ited mt 

earlier than usual; very ill. P.M. This afternoon Thomas 
;\lahony \Vas put into the criminal prison, accused of saddling 
my horse, and assisting William Edwards to make his escape 
from the sheriff constable on my place, he having been prc­
vioui-;ly twice before the court, and sentenced to be tramiportcd 
for five years to New South \ValeH, having no other proof than 
suppm;ition-a similar case, in point of passing sentence, as 
my own. Retired as usual.-Midnight. 

Wednesday, 24th. 

Day-light: tumkcy, and flogging going forward as usual. 
Dcing attackccl with the piles retired early to be<l.-1\lidnight. 

Thursday, 25th. 

This day throughout aH ycstcrday.-Midnight. 

Friday, ~6th. 

The::-c Lweuty-four hours as ycstenlay lhroughout.-1\lidnight. 

~aturday, 27th. 
Day-light, : flogging, &e. aH ycsLPJ'(lay. Mr. Clol'te visited 

me; declared again that the· C'ourt only paHHed thC' srn(e1H·c 
of trnrn,p rtation on me· to please his Lordship, and that I 
,night mention to whom l pleased his having Haid so. Retired 
as wmal .-;\l idnight. 

Sunday, 28th. 
Pay-light : turnkey OJH'ncd my door as usual; nothing 

particular occurred. Went to bed.-;.'ilidnight. 

Monday, 29th November. 

These twenty-four hours throughout as ycstcr<lay.-1\lidnight. 
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Tuesday, 3(tth . 

.Flogging, &c. this day; throughout as yesterday.-1\Iidnight. 

\\'edncsday, 1st December. 

These twenty-four hours throughout as yesterday.-1\Iidnight. 

Thursday, 2nd December. 

Day-light : turnkey opened my cell aR usual. At ten o'clock 
my advocate, M.r. Cloete, visited me, and said he was officially 
sent by his Excellency to acquaint me that it waR his intention 
and that I might rely on it, that l Hhould be allowed to quit 
the colony to any part of the world l pleased ; that in con­
sequence of the multiplicity of bm,inc>HH in the court, they had 
not had time to translate the documents relating to my caHc, 
and lay them before him; but the moment it waR so done, 
and that when that was done, the Governor would immediately 
sign them, and I might then quit the colony. Retired as 
usual to bed.-1\lidnight. 

.Friday, 3rd December. 

Day-light : turnkey and flogging as usual ; nothing par­
ticular this day. Retired as usual.-l\1idnight. 

Saturday, 1th December. 

'l'hc usual ceremony this day. The whole of my property 
was sold by public auction; viz. furniture, farming implements, 
horseR, waggorn;, stock, &c. At 3 P.1\1. a mes:,;enger from the 
Court of J usticc' informed me that an arrcstment was laid on 
the vcndue roll of my effects sold. Retired as usual to hed.­
~lidnight. 

8unday, 5th December. 
'l'hiH <la) lhgging, &c. throughout as usual. Retired at 

gun-firc>. .l\lidnight. 

~1onday, Hth. 
At day-light turnkey opened my cell as u:,;ual ; about twelve 

boys flogged. Visited by Advocate Cloetc. Retired ai:, usual 
to bed.-11-lidmght. 

l' :2 
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Tuesday, 7th. 

Day-light : flogging, &c. as usual. Paid Advocate :Faure\; 
hill according to the taxation of the court, rix-dollars 117. 4. 
Retired as usual.-:\iidnight. 

\\'ednc8day, 8th. 
ThiH day throughout a8 yesterday. Retired as usual.­

..\lidnight. 

Thursday, 0th. 

These twenty-four hour;; throughout as ye:;tcrday. Hetired 
m; u ·ual.-Miclnight. 

Friday, 10th December. 

The:-;e twenty-four hour:,; throughout aH yesterday. Retired 
a;; usual ; (three flogged).-:\fidnight. 

Saturday, 11th. 
'l'hiH day throughout as yesterday. Retired a;; u;;ual.­

..\lidnight. 

Sunday, 12th. 
'l'hiH day as yci,icrday throughout. Retired as usual.-· 

..\lidnight. 

.\londay, l:lth. 
Day-light, : turnkey a;; w;ual : Hogged l:lcven boyH. Hctired 

to bcd.-illidnight. 

Tuc:-;day, l !th. 
Day-light : turnkey and flogging aH usual. Retired to bed. 

-..\lidnight. 

Wednesday, 15th. 
Day-light: flogging, &c. aH u:-nial. One o'clock, P .. ,1. i,hcriff 

ancl uwsscngcr of the court guided me to the Court. of J usticc 
to hear my :-;cnkncc, which wa.H read, it being commuted to 
ba.nil:lhment from the colony for five ycari, to any part of the 
globe l plea ·ed. At two o'clock was t'scortc>d again to prison. 
1 waH sentenced to leave the colony in eight WC'cks, which was 
the time allowed me to Hettie- all my affairs previous to my 
quittal. A friend remained with me till nine o'clock thiH 
evening. Retired as usual.-Midnighi. 
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Thursday, 16th. 

Day-light : flogging, &c. as usual. Memorialed the court to 
be let out of prison on bail to settle my affairs, and procure a 
passage to England. Retired as usual.-Midnight. 

Friday, 17th. 

Flogging, &c. as usual. At ten o'clock was guarded as usual 
to the court : an account of Notary Whitcomb's bill to be 
taxed ; ordered to pay him 79 rix-dollars, in lieu of 125 rix­
dollars. A female Hottentot was picked up dead by the 
watchmen ; to be interred as usual at dusk in the evening. 

In the same state they are found so they are buried, without 
a coffin, or the burial service being read, only to those whose 
friends can pay the expenses and fees. It, is customary to 
allow all the female prisoners to be let out in the prison-yard 
only once a week, for the purpose of washing their clothes ; 
the remaining part of the week they are in solitary confine­
ment ; though some of them are only imprisoned till a master 
or mistress can be procured for them, or employment. rrwo 
boys flogged. Retired as usual.-Midnight. 

Saturday, 18th December. 

Day-light: flogging, &c. as usual. At 10 A.M. a messenger 
from H. M.'s fiscal, in answer to my memorial to the court, 
stated that I might come out for fourteen days to settle my 
affairs, providing I found two securities for 1,000 rix-dollars 
each for my appearance every morning before eight o'clock at 
the town prison. Retired as usual.-Midnight. 

Sunday, 19th. 

Nothing particular occurred this day. Retired as usual to 
lieu. No person came to see me. 

Monday, 20th. 
Day-light : flogging, &e. as usual. Middle part of this day, 

::mn eclipsed visible ; latter part, dreadful flogging in the pri::,011-
yard. Retired as usual. 

Tuesday, 21::,t. 
Day-light: flogging as usual ; took mcdici1w for the bowel 

<·om plaint. Retired a.s usual. -~Iidnighl. 
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Wednesday, 22nd. 
Day-light : flogging, &c. as usual. Dr. Liesching visited 

me; desired me to continue taking medicine. At one o'clock 
the gaoler, his clerk and prison clerk, all messengers from 
H. 1\1.'s fiscal, opened a large roll of paper, and read to me in 
Dutch, not one word of which I could understand ; but the 
gaoler endeavoured to translate it to me in the best manner 
he could, half Dutch and half English; and from what I could 
understand, it was for me to give bail or security in money, 
depositing 2,000 rix-dollars (into the hands of the president of 
the bank) for my appearance as before mentioned. Retired 
to bed as usual.-Midnight. 

Day-light : flogged three boys. 
bed.-.1\fidnight. 

Thursday, 23rd. 

Very ill ; retired early to 

Friday, 24th. 
Day-light : flogging, &c. as usual, with showers of rain. 

Sent a messenger to H. 1\1.'s fiscal, and one to Advocate Cloete, 
respecting the security. At noon was called and guarded to 
H. M.'s fiscal's office to deposit 2,000 rix-dollars as security 
for my appearance for a period of fourteen days ; and was 
informed, if I once failed to appear before eight o'clock, l 
should forfeit the amount to government, and be placed again 
in solitary confinement ; and also, at the expiration of the 
fourteen days granted me, if [ had not procured a passage, l 
should be remanded to prison. I was then informed by H. l\1.'i,; 
fiscal I might go where [ pleased, and the guards to their 
respective places. Slept thiH day at Mr. Stedworthy's. 

Saturday, 25th. 
At 6 A.;\L appeared at the town prison. Hired a gig, and 

proceeded with Mrs. C. to my estate, Susst>x-place; dined 
with .Mr. Oddy, he having hired my place. Slept in country. 

Sunday, 26th. 
Returned in the gig to town, and visited the prison; dined 

at Mr. T.'H. Hired a carriage, and prnceeded with friend8 to 
Sussex-place, to arrange my affairs for C[Uitting the colony. 
Slept in the country. 
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Monday, 27th. 

Returned to town, and visited the prison ; breakfasted and 
<lined at }Ir. T.'s. Hired a gig for the country; proceeded 
with ~Ir. T. as yesterday. Slept at my cottage. 

Tuesday, 28th. 

Heavy rain; returned to town, and visited the prison as 
usual; breakfasted and dined with Mr. T. Very unwell; at 
half-past one o'clock was seized with a violent vomiting and 
bowel complaint. Proceeded to the house of :\fr. S. attended 
by Dr. Laing; ordered me to bed immediately, and bathed 
my body with hot brandy ; he said it wa;;; the dysentery. 
Very ill all night. 

Wednesday, 29th. 

Very ill ; doctor attending Rent his certificate to the ]Wison, 
I not being able to attend; nothing particular this day. 

Thursday, 30th. 

Still very ill ; visited by the doctor ; at eight o'clock viaiitC'cl 
by the gaoler by order of H. :\1.'s fiscal; very ill all day. 

Friday, 31st. 

Much better this morning; 6 A.:lr. visited the prison. 'fhis 
day the Asia, Captain James Lindsay, having arrived from 
Rangoon bound to London, made application and agreed with 
him for a passage for self and Mr;;. C. to England. Called on 
H. :\L's fiscal, and acquainted him of my intention to leave 
the colony in the above-mentioned ship, whereupon he entered 
into a conven,ation with me re;;pecting my trial, saying, that 
as T wa;; now going to quit the colony (and that no other 
punishment rould be inflicted on me) to give him my word as 
a gentleman, whether [ was guilty or not guilty of aRsisting 
Mr. EdwardH in hiH cHcape ; in short, rntering into a long 
detail with me respecting the Hottentot woman Leentje, one 
of the witnesses which they had threatened to hang if she did 
not 1-,ay as the sheriff',; officern had diclakd to her. He 
informed me that I was to attend at tlw town prison a,, n,;ual, 
as the arrest would not he taken off, nor the money (which 
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was 2,000 rix-dollars) repaid me, until the ship with me on 
board had sailed, and then it would be paid to my agent as 
per my order; left him. Slept at Mr. S. 

Saturday, 1st January 1825. 
Visited the town prison as usual ; engaged a carriage and 

proceeded to my estate with friends for the purpose before 
mentioned. Slept in the country. 

Sunday, 2nd January. 
Returned to town on the celebrated horse Whitefoot ; 

visited the prison as usual and Mr. S. and dined with him. 
5 P.M. hired a carriage and proceeded with friends for the 
before-mentioned purpose to my estate. 

Monday, 3rd. 
Visited the prison and remained all day in town, preparing 

for my embarkation. Slept in town. 
Tuesday, 4th. 

Visited the prison as usual ; this day employed purchasing 
stock for the voyage. Slept in town. 

Wednesday, 5th. 
Visited the prison as usual; breakfasted at S. Hired a 

spring cart to remove and sell off the remainder of my effects ; 
returned in the evening to town. 

Thmsday, 6th. 
Visited the prison as usual ; went again to Sussex-place, 

employed as yesterday. Gave up possession of the cottage to 
Mr. Oddy, ~nd returned to town. 

Friday, 7th. 
Visited the prison ; this day preparing an<l making ready 

for the voyage. Slept at S. 
Saturday, 8th. 

Visited the prison ; hired a gig and cart to procc(•d to 
Sussex-place for the purpose of furnishing Mr. Oddy with the 
number of trees on my estate ; rc-turncd and slept in town. 

Sunday, Uth. 
Visited the prison ; hired a gig and proceeded with my 

agent to sec the necessary documents correct for the hire of 
my estate, with myself and my s<'rvant ; !wavy rain. 1-:il<•pt 
in the country this night. 
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Monday, 10th. 

Breakfasted with Mr. Oddy, and proceeded to town and 
. visited the prison; employed this day in getting my baggage 
and stock on board. Slept at H. 

Tuesday, 11th. 

Gave notice to H. M.'s fiscal of my intention to embark on 
the following morning at l O o'clock on board the Asia for 
London. 

Wednesday, 12th. 

Partly calm. At 9 A.M. embarked on board the Asia, 
Captain Lindsay, for London, with Mrs. C. At 10 A. M. un­
moored ship and hove short for weighing, loosed the fore topsail 
and sheeted it home as a signal to the shore for sailing. At 
2 P.M. captain came on board, proceeded to loose and sheet 
home the sails and hoisted them up. 3 h. 30 m. P.M. weighed 
anchor and made all sail, discharged the boats from alongside 
and proceeded to sea. 

(Signed) 

[Enclosure 2 in the above.] 

(Translation.) 
Defence. 

J. CARNALL. 

Being a Reply delivered at the second Hearing and Suit on 
the last Count (or Article) of the Cause tried before His 
Majesty's Fiscal, Mr. D. Denyssen, R. 0. Prosecutor, 
versus John Carnall, the Plaintiff, relative to the last 
Count. 

Well-born and worshipful Sir, and well-born and worshipful 
Gentlemen, 

Who of us has not himself been in the situation, or has not 
before now heard of cases in domestic life, where a person 
thinking some wild little animal or bird, well secured in a cage 
or stable, on waking in the morning has found that it has 
escaped from all its bonds, and obtained its natural liberty 
and flown away, in spite of all endeavours, frustrating all 
attempts to detain it 1 It is then that the wife, the children 
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and the servants, in short the most innocent persons, are 
loaded with imprecations, and become the object of ungrounded 
accusation. Each is said to have been the cause of the mischief : 
the one is alleged to have been the day before in the room, the 
other is accused of having let free the poor animal, and the 
third is suspected of having seen it the last. In this manner 
each is deemed an accomplice; and if the master has the 
power, his people may happen to be punished by him, who 
entirely forgets that it was owing to his own parsimony and 
negligence that no better stable-room or habitation was pro­
vided for his prisoner, and that in fact he himself has been the 
chief cause of the accident. These ideas must naturally arise 
on hearing that on the 17th of September last the unfortunate 
news arrived here that William Edwards, an inhabitant of the 
place called Sussex-place, belonging to the prisoner, who was 
to have been transported to New South Wales, had escaped 
from his keepers and had fled ; and that the prosecutor himself 
in per8on, with all the strength that could be got together, had 
gone out to re-apprehend him, but that instead of the fugitive 
the unfortunate prisoner waH dragged from his house, and was 
brought to Cape Town; and that not only a writ of corporal 
apprt>hension was :med out against him, but also a citation 
against the prisoner'8 wife, agairn;t Captain Alexander, who 
lodged likewise in Sussex-place on account of his health, and 
against several servants in that place, and the horse was actually 
taken into cuHtody on which Edwardi-; made hii-; escape; and 
not till then was it thought necessary to call for a writ of 
summons against the under-bailiff, which vas granted, and to 
his negligence and dereliction of duty the escape of the banished 
man iH entirely to be attributed. After at hrnt the i-;aid Edwards 
had been again apprehended, it seemed that the prosecutor 
was more quiet, on account of the odium of the eHc·ape of the 
banished man having been shifted on the lwad of the prisoner ; 
inasmuch as, without having done it, some isolated presump­
tion, turning upon a single circumstance, made it likely that in 
the person of the prii-;oncr was found criminating matter, which 
made him be accused as guilty of h(wing by malice wepens1' 
as8i.sted and abetted the escape of the banished man Ed,\ ards, 
having given him for such purpose a saddle and bridle. The 
judge in_this action has already clPdarecl that the prisoner did 
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not appear to have, either with malice prepense, or with a bad 
intention, assisted the escape of Edwards ; since that point 
never could have been determined but by the deposition on 
the misdeed of another person, and also of one in whom no 
guilt could be presumed. Still, however, the judges had 
punished the misdeed of the prisoner, as if it had been rightfully 
proved that he had been implicated in the offence ; and also 
these judges decreed, that the prisoner should be banished for 
a year. But he was glad that the prisoner was not satisfied 
with that sentence, as it afforded him the hope of representing 
his grievances in relation to the last count of the prosecution 
to the judge ad quem, and to convince him that he could have 
done no act which could in the least be considered aR wicked. 
And in the second place, that even if he should have afforclt>Cl 
any facility for the escape of this Edwards, lw could not hy 
right, according to any law in the world, be punished for it. 
Touching these two points it will be necessary for the counsel 
for the prisoner to explain t:ieveral points or pre:-mmpi,ions 
which the prosecutor very rea::;onably urged in thi::; verbal­
process in the first instance ; but which it is requisite to 
consider again together, deprived of the plam,ible oratory of 
the prosecutor's counsel. 

The first presumption insi:;ted upon by the pro:-.ecutor's 
counsel against the prisoner is, that the clay previous to the 
e,;cape of Edwards he had sent a letter to him, and that he 
harboured Thomas Mahony, Edwards's servant. This allega­
tion however cannot at all be entertained, since the prosecutor'::­
counsel thereby states merely what appeared probable to him ; 
thi:; .Mahony has been proved merely to have come with a 
letter containing a me8sage that Edwards on the emming day 
Would pass through the residt>nce of the prisoner, and that the 
former wished to see him ; a wish extremely natural under the 
circumstancm, of the:;e persons. ln bu:;iness, as well as in 
private concerns, nothing can be more natural than 8uch a 
wish. The counsel of the prosecutor acknowledges also, that 
there was nothing in the contents of the letter which could 
lead to the above allegation ; but that, nevertheleRs, some plan 
for the escape might havp by word of mouth been commu­
nicated. Thus the counsel of the prot:iecutor rpasons upon 
what possibly might hav{' happened, whilP he owns that , in 
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point of fact, nothing appears in the record favouring any such 
presumption. The prisoner therefore, seeing that the prose­
cutor's counsel charges him with a misdemeanour, maintains 
that there is no ground whatever for such a charge ; on the 
other hand, prosecutor has allowed that the communication 
from Edwards contained nothing criminal. All this is proved by 
J. Cupido, Leentje, Locke, and Captain Alexander, and by the 
evidence of Mahony and Edwards himself, that he had said he 
should soon be free from confinement ; so that prisoner cannot 
be implicated in any design to bring about that event. The 
prosecutor answers : this Mahony is an accomplice, since it is 
clear that he took the horse intended for Edwards on the next 
day, and went to fetch it. As to what is called the intercepted 
letter of the prisoner, it appears from hence that the prose­
cutor's counsel does not wish to show any lenience to the 
prisoner, since there is not the least allusion in the letter to 
what he alleges, but that it can only lead to a presumption of 
a personal communication having been conveyed. The name 
also of Edwards is mentioned in the letter, which ought to take 
away the presumption of any participation, and induce the 
judge to allow that nothing is a clearer proof of the innocence 
of the prisoner, than that the prosecutor allows that the former 
was careful in delivering the letter, and that it contained only 
directions or hints, inasmuch as Thoma' Mahony may have 
given a meHHage by word of mouth. Can it be for a moment 
impposed that the prisoner, in thiH personal communication with 
Mahony relative to the flight of Edwards, waR all at once RO far 
deprived of hiH five senses as to reveal in an open letter, in which 
he desired William Moore, or any other peasant in the Wyn berg, 
to supply him with some barley ; his design respecting a hon,c 
for the purpose of facilitating the flight of EdwardR, and after­
wards that Mahony Rhould have brought back that letter 
without having been ordered to tear it to pieceR or to annihilate 
it 1 by which act of cancelling the letter could have been in no 
way intercepted, nor could he have been deprived of all he had 
in his bag, nor have been taken prisoner. A man must be 
very anxious to oppress another with charges of rnisbehaviom 
in seizing hold of such improbable circumstances to affix guilt 
on a person. The whole jet of the charge reRts on thi;;, that 
the pri;;o1wr thl' evening before wa;; iflformed that l~dwards 
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intended to come that way, and choosing to Rhow him the 
attention which an acquaintance in misfortune, how guilty 
Roever he may be, merits, from the very circumstance of the 
intimacy, he formed the design of accompanying him some 
distance next morning on the road to the Bay ; and on that 
day being necessitated to go to town to receive some money, 
which prisoner can prove by the production of a promiRsory 
note of 500 rix-dollars, due the preceding day, and which he 
hoped he should receive in town, and fearing that his horse 
without fodder could not carry him on that day, he therefore 
sends forward to this peasant Moore, informing him expressly 
that Edwards would pass that way, since he was also acquainted 
with him, and that he should avail himself of this opportunity 
once more to bid him adieu. The prosecutor's counsel has 
indeed known how to turn this circumstance to hiR advantage, 
since he from the evidence of ifoore draws a conclusion of the 
fodder having been required to prepare the horse for Edwards; 
but the judge will find reason to consider from the evidence of 
the man himself and of his children, that the only object was 
to accompany him a little way. If it were otherwise, why 
should he and Mahony, or any other in the place, have lost all 
their senses, so as to suffer it to be put into the power of Moore 
to inform all the children of the design that he was preparing 
a horse for the flight of Edwards ? His Majesty's fiscal thinks 
that this proves too much ; nevertheless the prosecutor brings 
to the charge of the prisoner that Edwards made his escape 
with prisoner's horse. As to Ruch an absurd presumption, it 
certainly would be insulting the pen,picacity and sound under~ 
i-;tanding of the high-born and wornhipfnl judge to refute such 
all(.'gation. The horse i:; proved by the prisoner to have been 
wanted, and that he could not do without it, his presence being 
necessarily required in town, and he being already on horse­
uack wh(_)n Edwards in custody of the under-bailiff arrived. 
The horse was then again taken to the staule, and the prose­
cutor put in the ante-room when the said Ed\rnrds arrived ; 
while the said prosecutor, if his worship has rea<l. \~ith attention 
the deposition of Leintjc, might have seen from that room 
that Cupido the Hottentot was the person who led the horse 
from the i-;tabk• into the garden, and delivered it over to 
William Edwards ; this therefore is the only person who can 
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be accused of having given assistance to the latter. The 
prosecutor objects to this, that still the horse was the prisoner':-; 
property, and that therefore the owner of the horse was even 
more guilty than he who applied for it. Prosecutor's counsel 
further lays to the charge of the prisoner that he held secret 
conferences with Edwards previous to his flight, but from 
whose mouth has this accusation arisen 1 Does it not come 
alone from that of the under-bailiff 1 a man whose evidence 
is not only very objectionable, but not even admissible for a 
moment; since nothing but his negligent and culpable dere­
liction of duty (of which hereafter we shall say more) has led 
to all this mischief ; and whose copious defence, or rather the 
glossing over of his conduct, naturally has had for its object 
to make himself considered as the victim and dupe of an artful 
and deeply-laid plan, while he forgets that such plan never can 
have existed, since its foundation rests upon the supposition 
of a fact which should ,1ever have taken place, namely, that 
an under-bailiff charged with the custody of a prisoner should 
have forgotten his first and only duty, that he must never 
leave his prisoner out of sight ! All this, which is collected 
from the representation of Stillwell, in opposition to the state­
ment of the prisoner, will 1 hope have no weight with the 
judge, since his misconduct and grave offence can never be 
pallia1,ed ; and since he has studied to cloak over his offence 
by the whole of these representations against the prisoner, it 
becomes the judge very strictly to examine and weigh what ii-; 
propoi-;cd by him. The counsel for the prosecutor insists that 
the prii-;oner manifestly had gone out to take care that the 
hon;c should be ready at the appointed place, which he asserts 
on the depmiition of Stillwell. If it be so, how can the counsel 
have found a single word to urge in behalf of the under-bailiff ? 
ls this not a palpable proof how far a man may frequently 
forget himself if he be anxious to prove too much ? Does not 
the under-bailiff own that the prisoner had been asked for a 
measure of wine, and that for that purpose he went out, 
returning immediately with a bottle of wine ? These established 
circumstancci:,, and which can involve no guilt, are all traced 
minutely, yet these ought not to have been employed to repre­
sent what prisoner possibly may have been doing during this 
time ; and whatever far-fetched arguments the counsel for the 
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prosecutor has so elegantly stated, cannot render them probable 
so as to redound to the condemnation of the prisoner, inasmuch 
as it has only been proved that he fetched a bottle of wine, 
but not that during that time he exchanged a single syllable 
with any one, or that he went a single step out of his way to 
his warehouse and back again; and this is the more striking, 
as the under-bailiff was told this by two servants who stood 
before the door, and who must have witnessed what was passing 
at some distance; whereas these persons have not been called 
to witness in any shape. The prosecutor's counsel furthermore 
rrsts one of his arguments upon the displacing of a certain 
small trunk from one room to the other, nor has he even 
scrupled to take an objection from [illegible in rnanuscript] 
against the prisoner. This is urged on the strength of Lenah's 
and Cupido's evidence ; but where do these persons say that 
prisoner had made any other persons witnesses of the trans­
action ? Not a single word appears to prove this ! Was this 
a ml'l'e accident ? or had Mahony concerted matters with 
Edwards ? This docs not appear; it merely is certain that, 
prisoner had no hand whatever in this, and is totally ignorant 
of any such circumstance. Finally, the prosecutor's counsel 
brings forward whatever he can seize hold of in the examination 
of the prisoner and in the cross-questioning to oppress the 
prisoner. He makes it out as criminal in him to have denied 
criminality, and to have denied facts which yet were afterwards 
proved; and pretends that these unequivocal proofs ought 
particularly to be attended to, inasmuch as according to our 
ancient criminal code, when either a prosecutor or a prisonet' 
had been duly examined, they had not a right either to cancel 
or alter their evidence. Y ct by the more recent summary way 
of pro<'ecding now orckred to be followed, after the pattern of 
the criminal courts of England, it is an axiom that either party 
is not only allowed to deny any offence, but the judge even 
will caution him not to criminatc himself; so that not the 
lPast presumption again~t the party can be derived from that. 
llPnce, not only the English law, but also the Lex 25 Coclc de 
ProbatiH, doeH not admit of any evidence, but what is un­
equivocal, of any crime ; and therefore to follow the letter of 
the law is the very cssencc of a free state. We cannot omit 
to quote hereupon Cotha on the Practice of the English 
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Criminal Courts, page 91 and following, in which he very 
plainly states the difference between the two manners of 
proceeding. 

Such a trial the prisoner trusts most respectfully, that being 
an Englishman born, he shall have in an English dependency, 
before English judges, who will not forget to maintain the 
honourable and noble laws. 

We come now to the point in which the prisoner's courn,el 
not only finds a motive to inculpate the sentence pronounced 
in the first instance, but also to flatter himself that, after a 
judicial consideration of the facts laid to his charge, the prisoner 
shall be found to be justified ; and he trusts that he shall be 
entirely freed from all consequences, and that the confinement 
of two months which he has already suffered Rhall be held to 
be sufficient, since he has thereby expiated more than any laws 
could ever have inflicted on him. 

To prove this, we might only have appealed to what the 
prosecutor's counsel admits, that the person who apprehended 
the prisoner had lodged an information against him which 
would for ever prove an infamy to him, to his wife, and to his 
children, and take all his property from him, and thus for ever 
ruin him ; while, at the Kame time, he allows that in the Dutch 
law there is not a single law or authority according to which 
the prisoner could be pronounced to have acted criminally, 
Hince our authorities on the criminal laws only pronounce those 
to be criminals who break open by main force prisons, and thus 
rescue from them pernons imprisoned ; and this too only in 
the case of high treason, in which case they declare him an 
accessary, on account of the enormity of the offence of aiding 
the escape of a person guilty of such a crime. Thus the 
general rule lays it down particularly, that friends, relations 
and the like, who assist a relation or friend in his escape, after 
the prisoner had obtained his freedom without force, cannot 
be considered as criminal in lending a hand to the escape of 
such a person. We arc borne out in this, not only by history, 
and particularly by the famous precedent of Maria Boetzclaar, 
but also by Professor Voet in Groningcn, who agree in ruling 
that even in such cases, that is to say, if the prisoner should 
have broken out of prison, the punishment ought to be rather 
mild and considerate. On this see Voet's Commentaries 11, 
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ad Tit. de Custodia et Exhibitione Reorum, lib. 48, tit. 3, 
paragraph 8, in medio : 

" In reis ipsis effraeto carcere fugientium arbitraria potius 
pmrne est eigne [sic.] non ad modum gravi dum quendam proeul 
dubio excusationem meretur, qui vel sanguinem suum qualiter 
qualiter redemtium valuit, vel sese in naturalem libertatem 
carceris eustodia impeditam studuit vindicare, longeque magis 
hmc tune probandre. Oum rem, evasit occasionem fugiendi 
[illegible in the MS.] coercendi sunt propinqui nati familiare 
qui consilium fugiendi ex carcere dederunt, vel etiam fugum 
adjuverunt sine effractione." 

Hence it is manifest that our criminal code does not resemble 
the sanguinary laws of Draco in the way the prosecutor's 
counsel would repre ent, by maintaining that a person should 
be liable to the most rigorous punishment for having lent 
assistance to his friend in making his escape. 

The prosecutor's counsel has dwelt much upon the English 
law, forgetting however to add the definition of the words 
"aid and abet," though the whole depends upon the definition 
of "abet," which Jacob, in his law dictionary, explains to 
mean "to stir up, to incite." Therefore an agency of an act 
was required, which would be the case if the criminality laid 
to the prisoner's charge could be substantiated. Let us see 
what English law would have imposed upon the prisoner. 
lt would entirely acquit the prisoner, and pronounce the 
under-bailiff the only guilty person, so that the prisoner would 
not even be called to account. Look into all the statutes 
upon this subject, and you will find that, just as in our law, 
it is THE KEEPERS upon whom the whole weight of justice falls ; 
and it is held that as soon as a person in authority or a minister 
of justice lets out of his sight a prisoner, it is considered as a 
flight or escape. Now in thifl, prisoner was not all concerned; 
it was the only act and deed of the under-bailiff Stillwell (see 
on this point Hawkins' Pleas of the Crown, vol. 3, page 2f53,) 
i-.o that it can be laid to his charge alone. But should the 
prosecutor have also assisted, the English law would consider 
him an accessary; and as consequently the fugitive cannot be 
punished for his deed, neither can the prisoner. Vide Hawkins 
at the above place, pages 260, 266, and tho statute 16 Geo. 2, 
c. 31 & 24 ; Geo. 3, c. 56, 44; Geo. 3, c. 92, 45, and also 
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Geo. 3, c. 92, which refer to the escape of prisoners from the 
custody of their keepers, "who shall rescue or assist to make 
them escape." But Edwards had already made his escape 
without any help, and the plaintiff cannot therefore be called 
to account for it. Thus it is proved that the prosecutor's 
counsel has brought a charge against the prisoner on mere 
presumptive evidence, and that the proofs brought forward 
would not stand good at all in our law, no more than in the 
English law ; and prisoner trusts therefore that he, having 
undergone an imprisonment of upwards of two months, and 
having been obliged to neglect the care of his habitation and 
of all his affairs, shall be considered as having sufficiently 
expiated the unfortunate accident of the visit of Edwards to 
his place of abode, and all that because his keepers did not 
keep him in safe custody. Accordingly he hopes a revision of 
the sentence by Messieurs the Commissioners, and that the 
appeal brought against him may be dismissed, and the priBoner 
be discharged by the judges. 

(Signed) H. CLoE'rE, jun. 
8th November 1824.. 

A true extract from the proceedings m the case of Hh, 
.Majesty's .Fiscal versus J. Carnall. 

11. CLOETE, juu. 

l Original. J 

Ldlcr from 'l'. l'. COURTENAY, BSQRE., lo H. \VlLMUT 

HORTON' ESQRE. 

ADlNGDON STREET, 1lJay 1, 182:i. 

Srn,-ln reference to my letter of the 25th of l\larch, l take 
the liberty of observing, that the House of Commons yesterday 
resolved " That all prohibitions and restrictions now in force, 
and that all duties now payable, upon the importation of 
Wheat, the produce of, and imported from, the British Colonies 
and Plantations in North America, shall cease and determine; 
and that, in lieu of all such duties, there be paid on the impor­
tation of such Wheat, a duty of 5s. 4d. for every quarter 
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thereof." But it appears that no alteration is to be made in 
the laws affecting the importation of Corn from the Cape of 
Good Hope. 

1 feel it my duty once more to submit to Lord Bathurst the 
com,ideration whether every principle upon which this arrange­
ment is made with respect to the American Colonies, be not 
equally applicable to the Settlement of the Cape. I have &c. 

(Signed) T. P. COURTENAY. 

l Office Copy. J 

Leller from R. \VrL"10T HORTON, EsQRE., to ,\IR. 

BISHOl' BURNETT. 

DOWNING STREET, 6 May 1825. 

~rn,-There is a passage in the letter which you addressed 
to me on the 14th ultimo, upon which I had received Earl 
Bathurst's directions to request from you some explanation, 
when I received your letter of the 30th of the same month. 
In that letter you stated that all the redress which you seek 
was a partial remission of your sentence of banishment, in 
order that you might be permitted to touch at the Cape of 
Good Hope in your way to undertake a pursuit intimately 
connected with the advancement of nautical science, whereas 
in your statement of the 8th of March you professed your 
1:1olicitude for a remission of the sentence with the view of . 
returning to your family, your connections and the conduct of 
the important causes in which you are Appellant. 

His Lordship was, therefort>, desirous of learning from you 
whether the object which you had in view in wishing to return 
to the Cape might be considered as so far superseding your 
former application, as to make it practically sufficient for your 
purposes that you should have permission to proceed to that 
Colony and remain there for a time to be limited. 

But as in your letter of the 30th April you definitely ask the 
decision of Lord Bathurst whether your illegal sentence of 
banishment from the Cape is or is not to be remitted, I am 
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directed by his Lordship to inform you that he is not prepared 
to remit your sentence of banishment upon the grounds of its 
illegality. I am &c. 

(Signed) R. w. HORTON. 

[Copy.] 

Letter from the Landdrost of Cradock to the Uotnmissionen· 
of Enquiry. 

LANDDROST'S OFFICE, SOMERSET, 7th May 18~5. 

GENTLEMEN,-In conformity to the directions contained in 
your letter of the 5th ultimo, I have the honour to enclose a 
statement of the taxes levied at the opgaaf of the current year ; 
and in reply to your desire, that the enclosed statement should 
be accompanied with an explanation of the mode in which the 
assessments are proportioned to the property and establish­
ments of the inhabitants, l beg leave to acquaint you, that 
these taxes are levied on each inhabitant in proportion to the 
num her of cattle and the other property returned by him in 
his opgaaf note. I have &c. 

(Signed) WILL. MACKAx, Landdrost. 

 

 



Statement of Ta:1:es levied at the Opgaaf of the District of Oradock, in the Tear 1825. 

0RDI~ARY TAXES. 

I I - I Total. j 
I 

Head :\loney . I Rdl. t k . ,t. '. Rd, sk . i t . 
2,325 - - - - - I 

Tax on Cattle . 

Ditt-0 on Produce 

Income Tax 

Contribution to the Water­
dam and Canal 

EXTRAORDI~ARY TAXES. I 
Waggon Contribution 

Fine for non-payment of 
Opgaaf in 1824 

Church Contribution for 
Places and Erven . 

Church Contribution for 

5,682 3 2 

260 7 4 

125 4 -

70 4 -

1,219 4 -

5 - -

658 1 -

Funerals . ! 63 - -

- - 1 

- -, 

- -I 
9,688 7 -

- -
721 1 -

Remarks . 

Levied under the 14th Art. of the Proclamation of 1st April 1814, 
at Rds. 2½ each. 

Levied under the 14th Art. of the Proclamation of 1st April 1814, 
at the rates specified in said Article. 

Levied under the 14th Art. of the Proclamation of 1st April 1814, 
at the rates specified in said Article. 

Levied under the 22nd Art. of the Proclamation of 1st April 
1814, at j p. cent ; authority from the head Drostdy, Gra.a.ff 
Reinet. 

Local Regulations of Graaff Reinet, and Conditions of Sa.le of 
Erven ; to wit, Rds. 6 per ann. each, Gra.aff Reinet. 

Levied under the 17th Art. of the Proclamation of 1st April 1814, 
at Rds.l½ for each waggon or cart, ditto. 

Levied under the 172d Art. of the Instructions for the Country 
Districts, repeated in Proclamation of 7th August 1818. 

Levied under the 18th Art. of the Proclamation of 1st April 1814, 
at Rds. 4 2sk. 4st. for each place, and Rds. 2 lsk. 2st. for ea.ch 
erf, per ann. 

Levied under the 43d Art. 6 sec. of the Church Regulations 

School Contribution . .1 1.113 2 4 
------, 1,113 2 4 Voluntary 

11,523 2 4 The above consist.; of Taxes, due the 31st December 1824. 

The sum of Rds.3, 750 has been received during the Opgaaf for recognition on 125 loan places. for the year ending 
31st December 1824, at Rds. 24 recognition, and Rd~. 6 for the receipt and stamp for ea.ch place. 

(Signed) \VILL. MACKAY, Landdrost. 
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(Copy.] 

Letter from THOMAS PRINGLE, EsQRE., to the LANDDROST OF 

GRAAFF REINET. 

BAVIAANS RIVER, May 9th 1825. 

Srn,-I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter dated the 22nd April, and beg leave to state in reply, 
for the information of the Commissioners of Inquiry, that 
there were three articled servants in my party of Settlers, viz. 
Alexander Mortimer, James Tosinoss and James Eckron. The 
first and second of these were under contract to Mr. C. B. 
Sydserff for three years, and the third to my father for the 
same term. Their deposit money was paid by their masters, 
and their wages were paid in money and not in land. All of 
them have some time ago obtained their discharges and have 
left the location. 

The party, exclusive of these three men, consisted of twenty 
souls, of whom seven besides myself were adult males, who 
each paid the deposit money required on account of their 
respective families, and who consequently had a right in 
virtue of Earl Bathurst's circular to allotments of one hundred 
acres each. 

The location having however been afterwards greatly enlarged 
in consequence of my continued applications to the Colonial 
Government, I was ultimately enabled to augment the allot­
ments of each family, to an extent much more suitable to the 
character of the soil and climate, and the particular circum­
stances of this pastoral District. 

These Aeven familieH now occupy among them an extent of 
land (including some additional grants to certain of them on 
the Mancazana River) amounting to upwards of 7000 Morgen. 
My brother William (who joined the party from 8cotland two 
years after our settlement) having been authorized by tho 
Colonial Government at my request to fill the vacancy I was 
then about to leave in the party, now occupies my former 
share of the land, amounting to about 1000 or 1~00 morgen 
more. 

I am happy to add that the sanguine hope I have always 
entertained of the general and ultimate Huccess of the party 
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continues unimpaired, and that after an absence of three 
years, during which their prosperity has been checked by 
many difficulties and disappointments, I have the satisfaction 
of finding almost every family in a state of steady though slow 
progression. I have &c. 

(Signed) THOS. PRINGLE. 

------------

[Original.] 

Letter from MR. BrsHOP BURNETT to R. WILl\fOT 

HORTON, ESQRE. 

BROWN'S HOTEL, WESTMINSTER, 9th May 1825. 

Srn,-To reply at once concisely and distinctly to your letter 
of the 6th Instant, I must state the motive of the various 
applications you have enumerated consecutively as they have 
arisen. 

My request under date the 8th of March for a remission of 
the sentence of banishment, with a view of returning to my 
family, my connections, and the conduct of the important 
causes wherein I am appellant, was simply the natural prayer 
of a petition urged upon the justice and the humanity of Earl 
Bathurst, resulting from the insufferable persecution I had so 
long sustained, and which I have so amply detailed in the 
various statements it became imperative upon me to lay 
before his Lordship. 

\\'hen in the course of my correspondence with your depart­
ment I found insuperable obstacles were projected to the 
fulfilment of my just expectations in this respect, and that 
Rarl Bathurst was decidedly hostile to the remission of my 
sentence, when I also learnt from general report that no losses 
resulting from the conduct of Lord Charles Somerset, however 
illegal and despotic, would be followed by remuneration from 
government, J thought it advisable to submit my proposition 
of the 14th ultimo, both as evincing to his Lordship the 
placability of my character, and suggesting a mode of redress 
in every way unexceptionable. 

But when I found this proposition not so much as glanced 
at in the subsequent communications made to me, that in-
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definite protraction appeared to be the manifest effort of those 
communications, and that both his Lordship and yourself 
were inaccessible to that personal discussion which could alone 
furnish a competent acquaintance with my case, I forbore all 
further attempt at conciliation, and requested a distinct 
avowal of his Lordship's intentions, as justificatory of my 
immediate appeal to Parliament and the equity of public 
opinion. 

Thus, Sir, having reconciled what may have appeared a 
discrepance in the communications alluded to, I beg leave to 
correct a mistake in your letter, by asserting that I have on 
no occasion used the words " partial remission " throughout 
the whole of my correspondence ; nor can I by any effort of 
construction reconcile so palpable a contradiction in terms. 
A remission of the sentence can only be a remission, to qualify 
His Majesty's justice in this respect, however slightly, makes 
it sm;ceptible of very different phraseology. 

To do away however with the possibility of further mis­
apprehension on the subject, I take the liberty of once again 
disclosing my wishes to his Lordship. I am well aware that 
the public remission of my sentence, altho' but an act of strict 
justice to myself, would be a virtual reprehension of His 
Excellenr,y Lord Charles Somerset, and that while it is decided 
to continue him in his government, the lC'sscr object must be 
a concession to the greater, nor have' I the slightest inclination 
to oppose his Lordship's wishes in this respect, but l am HUI'l' 
his justice will at the same time admit that I cannot be expected 
to sit down without atonement for the uttn destruction of my 
property and prospects ; or fulfil the avowed expectations of 
Cape policy, without some struggle for redress ; what then 
Sir is the extent of my pretensions that even thl' shadow of a 
difficulty should be opposed to them ? I ask of Earl Bathurst 
to facilitate my undertaking an enterprize of peril, of hardihood, 
and I may add of national importance, that will at least occupy 
the period of my banishment from tlw Cape; and, with thiH 
concession, l pledge my word of honor ncv('r to touch then' 
throughout that period unless with the approbation of his 
Lordship. Under this arrangement I waiv(' PV('n my right to 
the remission of the sc>ntcnce, J seek no n•munt>ration of tlw 
government for my lm,ses, no n'<lress for my unparalleled 
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grievances, and I leave Lord Charles Somerset to the course of 
his detestable tyranny without the retaliation I have mentally 
sworn to execute. The specific nature of my proposition I have 
communicated to Mr. Smith for the information of his Lordship, 
but to spare myself the charge of informality and prevent the 
delay which possibly might result from it, I repeat it here. 

For the express purpose of surveying the shores of New 
Holland, with a view to the more perfect development of the 
resources of that Country, and combining with that pursuit a 
commercial speculation of great promise on the coasts of 
Sumatra and the Malay peninsula, I wish to become the pur­
chaser of a condemned Corvette or Sloop of War ; but with 
resources not more than commensurate to the outfit of such a 
vessel, I would ask of His Majesty's Government, in con­
sideration of my claims upon its justice and the probable 
henefits accruing from such an enterprise, to indulge me with 
credit for the purchase money for a liberal period on my giving 
sufficient security for the payment. 

I am so well aware that an arrangement of this sort, altho' 
not falling within the immediate scope of Earl Bathur8t's 
department, may be easily facilitated by his interposition, that 
I beg to deprecate the advance of any obstacle on this ground; 
and I also trust that as I have now left no part of my case, or 
the expectations arising from it, unexplained to his Lordship, 
that I may be speedily put in possession of his determination. 

ram Sir &c. 

(Signed) B. BURNETT. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from R. WIL:\10T HORTON, EsQRE., lo the EARL OF 

CALEDON. 

DOWNING STREET, 10th May 1825. 

l\ly DIMR LORD, With reference to your letter to me of the 
3rd of l\1ay wherein you request a document from Lord Bathurst 
on tlw subject of Colonel Bird's services, I am desired to observe 
that the circumstance of a pension having been allowed to 
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that officer is to be considered as a satisfactory testimony of 
the sense which was entertained of his past services. But I 
am at the same time permitted to assure your Lordship that 
Colonel Bird was not removed from his situation at the Cape 
of Good Hope on account of his religious persuasion, nor 
from any suspicion of his want of integrity or assiduity, 
but because Lord Bathurst was completely convinced that 
the line of conduct which Colonel Bird had adopted with 
reference to circumstances which had occurred at the Cape 
had been one which was utterly incompatible with the con­
fidential situation which he held with relation both to the 
Governor and the Government. If Colonel Bird entertained 
the opinion that with reference to those circumstances the 
Governor was in the wrong it was his duty to have communi­
cated that opinion frankly and freely to the Secretary of State, 
together with the grounds upon which it was founded, in 
which case he could not by possibility have incurred the 
dissatisfaction of Lord Bathurst. I have &c. 

(Signed) R. W. HORTON. 

[Copy.J 

Letter from MR. JonN GREGORY lo MR. JonN INGRA:'IT. 

UA!'B TowN, 10th May 1825. 

Srn,- I am directed by His :\Jaje~ty's Commissioncni of 
Inquiry to request your attention to the enclosed account of 
the present state of your engagement with the Lords Com­
missioners of His Majesty's Treasury, and of the number of 
Persons which the Commissioners consider you to be deficient 
and liable to make good previous to the expiration of the term 
of three yeani from the date of your Bond; and I am to request 
that you will state to me for the information of the Commis­
sioners, whether you admit the same to be correct. 

I am also to call your attention to the Statement of the 
Sum in which you are indebted to His :\Iajesty's Treasury on 
account of the number of Persons in which you are deficient. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) ,Jo1rn GRBOORY, Secrciary. 
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[Original.] 

State of the Engagement entered into by MR. INGRAM with the 
LORDS COMMISSIONERS OF HIS l\!A.JESTY's TREASURY in 
the year 1823, for conveying a certain nianber of Persons 
from Ireland to the Cape of Good Hope. 

Mr. Ingram agreed to carry out 200 men, 50 women, 100 
children on the public account, and 50 persons on his own 
account. 

The total number of persons that arrived at the Cape was 
352. Of these Mr. Ingram's family amounted to 11 persons, 
number of men embarked at Cork 176, number of women 
embarked at Cork 50 on the public account and 9 on l\fr. 
Ingram's account, number of children embarked at Cork 100 
on the public account and one on Mr. Ingram's account. 

Number of children born at sea 4, one native of Madeira 
embarked from that Island. Mr. Ingram is not allowed credit 
for these in consequence of their not having been embarked 
from Ireland. 

Total 352 persons landed at the Cape. 
Mr. Ingram therefore has still to bring out 24 men on the 

public account and 29 persons on his own account. 
'l'he amount received by Mr. Ingram from the Lords Com­

missioners of His 11ajesty's Treasury in consideration of his 
bringing out 350 persons at £14 per head was £4,900. Having 
brought out only 326 persons on the public account, Mr. 
Ingram should not have received more than £4,564. Mr. 
1 ngram is therefore indebted to His :Majesty's Treasury ~3!36 
for 24 men deficient at £14 per head. 

Cape Town, l oth ~lay 1825. 

(Signed) ,Jorrn GREGORY. 
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[Office Copy.] 

Letter from R. WILMOT HORTON, EsQRE., to MR. 

BISHOP BURNETT. 

DOWNING STREET, 11 May 1825. 

Srn,-I am directed by Lord Bathurst to inform you in 
answer to your letter of the 9th inst. that his Lordship has no 
funds at his disposal from which he could supply the Capital 
necessary for the purpose of providing you with the means 
of effecting the survey of New Holland nor, if his Lordship had 
such funds at his disposal, would he feel himself justified 
under present circumstances in affording you that accommo­
dation. His Lordship has already informed you that he 
could not recommend a remission of the sentence of banishment 
which had been executed against you on the ground of its 
illegality ; and if that sentence were legal under the Dutch 
Law at present in force at the Cape of Good Hope, it would be 
a waste of time to show that any person placing himself under 
and within the controul of that law can have no claim for 
compensation in consequence of his falling under its regular 
operation. One of the most important duties delegated to the 
Commissioners who are now at the Cape, and to whom it 
appears that your Memorial had been submitted, but who 
have not reported to his Lordship on the subject, was an 
enquiry into the state of the Dutch Law, with reference to its 
assimilation to the English Law at the earliest practicable 
period, and to the correction of its administration until that 
ulterior charge could be effected, for which facilities had been 
previously given by the regulations enforcing the adoption of 
the English Language. 

With respect to any complaints which you may have to 
offer against the Executive Government at the Cape, distinct 
from any process of law or judicial proceedings, Lord Bathurst 
has already informed you that he cannot feel himself justified 
in giving any opinion upon the nature of those complaints 
until all parties implicated have an opportunity of affording 
him an explanation of their conduct. His Lordship has already 
taken measures for instituting minute enquiry into the circum-
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stances alleged in your complaint, and will act upon the result 
of that enquiry in whatever manner may appear to him to be 
most consonant to justice. I am &c. 

(Signed) R. W. HORTON. 

[Copy.] 

Letter from 11R. J. lNGRAl\1 to MR. JOHN GREGORY. 

ZONNE BLOEM, 12th May 1825. 

Srn,-1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
respected favor of the 10th, handing me a Statement with 
regard to how I stand with the Lords Commissioners of H.M. 
Treasury in respect to the Settlers I was to have brought out 
here in the Barrossa. 

J beg leave in reply to state it is perfectly correct, and at 
the same time to inform you it is my intention to make good 
that number and much more the beginning of the next year. 

1 pre ume I need not point out to H.M. Commissioners of 
Inquiry the great loss it was to me not bringing the whole 
number after having so amply provided for them; this how­
ever is not pleaded as an excuse. 

Allow me to state I should be most happy to receive any 
suggestions from His Majesty's Commissioners of Inquiry as 
to bringing out annually a much greater number, as I think 
it, must be obvious to them the great want of labour here, and 
would soon lighten the overgrown Population of the South of 
Ireland, and tend much to destroy slavery. I have &c. 

(Signed) J. INGRAM: 

[ Original. J 
Letter froni Mm,SRS. W111. BoRRADAILB & l::loNs to 

EARL BATHURST. 

34 I<'ENCHURCH STREET, 13th .M.ay 1825. 

_My Lo1w,-Having been requested by the Scottish and 
Presbyterian Community of the Cape of Good Hope to forward 
to the General Assembly of the Kirk of Scotland a memorial 
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upon the subject of building a Scottish National Church in 
that Colony, we had the pleasure of complying with their 
request and received from the Moderator a reply stating 
" that the object would be materially facilitated by our pro­
curing your Lordship's sanction previous to the rising of the 
General Assembly which meets on the 19th Instant." 

As we know the object has been sanctioned by His Excellency 
the Governor of the Cape of Good Hope, and as we have reason 
to believe your Lordship has already been addressed through 
that medium upon the subject, we shall feel happy if your 
Lordship would intimate the gracious intentions of H.1\1. 
Government in the proper quarter or sanction our giving a 
favourable reply to the Revd. the Moderator of the General 
Assembly. We have &c. 

(Signed) W. BoRRADAlL.!!; Som, & RAVENRILL. 

[Original. J 

Letter /rorn MR. ABRAHAM BoRRADAlLl!J lo R. WILMOT 

HOR'rON, EsQRE. 

COMMITTEE Romr, 25 Roon LANE, 13th May 1825. 

Srn,-1£ it will be convenient for you to appoint any day in 
the early part of next week to see me respecting the Breakwater 
in Table Bay, I can bring with me the Master of a Merchant 
vessel who has surveyed the Bay with a view to the proposed 
object, and as you mentioned your intention of inviting Mr. 
Rennie to meet us l would suggest that he might probably 
procure some information on the subject by applying to hiR 
relation Capt. Rennie, R.N., who commanded· one of H.M. 
Sloops of vVar on that station a short time since. lam &c. 

(Signed) ABRAHAM BORRADAlLE, 

Chairman of the Cape of Good Hope Trade Committee. 
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[Copy.] 

Letter from the Landdrost of Gwrge to the Uomrnissioners 
of Enquiry. 

GEORGE TowN, 13th May 1825. 
GEK'I'LE:\IEN,-With reference to your circular letter of the 

5th ultimo, I beg leave to transmit to you the enclosed state­
ment of taxes levied here at the opgaaf of the current year. 
And wiLh the highest respect and esteem, I have &c. 

(Signed) J. W. VAN DER RIET, Landdrost. 

DISTRICT GEORGE. 

ST.lTLM.B~T OF T.lXES LEVIED AT TUE OPGAAJ,' OF THE CURR.l::.NT YEA.R: 

ORDINARY TAXES: 

Hood .Money ; 
Tax on Cattle ; 
Tax on Produce ; 

Levied accordin(J to tlte /ollowin(J Tariff, inserted in the proclamation of 1st 
April 181-1. 

Head JJoney: 

All heads of fa.milm;, men and women ; all men above 16, and all women 
above 20 years of age, per head 2½ Rds. 

Each head of black cattle 
., Maddie or waggon honm 

br eding horse 

Cattle: 

.. twenty-five sheep, goat.I! or pig11 

Each muid of wheat } 
,, rye 
., harloy 
., oat,; 

Each I •agucr of wine 
brandy 

Commando Tax. 

Produce: 

EXTRAORDINARY TAXES: 

2 slivers . 
4 

(j 

0 

1ti 
:J6 

Contribution for waggons, horses, &c. required for the public service of 
government. 
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Church Tax; 12 skillings each inhabitant; pursuant to government letter, 
dated 3rd October 1814. 

Tax for the keeping in repair of the road over George's Hill, Rds. 2 each inhabi­
tant, sanctioned by government letter of the 24th of February 1817. 

The extraordinary taxes arc regulated after the said tariff, by making a 
proportionate augmentation on the items of taxation ; for instance, 

The total of the ordinary taxation amounting to Rds. 12, three fourths, 
being Rds. 9, is paid for commando tax, and one half, or Rds. 6, for contribution 
for waggons, horses, &c. required for the public service of government. 

[ 0 riginal.] 

Letter /rum LoRo CHARLES SOMERSET lo EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE Ob' Goov HoPE, 14th .May 1825. 

tllY Lo1w -1 have tl1e honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
Your Lords 1ip's Despatches under date the 9th of February 
last, together wilh the Additional Instructions (therein inclosed) 
which His .Majesty had been Graciously pleased to issue under 
His signet and Sign Manual, for Establishing a Council in this 
Colony to assist in the Administration of the Government 
thereof, and to acquaint Your Lordship that 1 took immediate 
Hteps for carrying His Majesty's Commands into Effect, as you 
will perceive by the incloHed Copy of the Proclamation 1 iHsued 
on the 00casion. 

The Heveral Membern of Council, as t-iclccted by Hi:, i\laje:,ty 
were summoned to meet at the Government House on the 4th 
Inst., and were sworn in by me, under a Royal Salute, but 
independently of the Oath which I administered to them under 
His .Majesty's Instructions, 1 took upon myself to add an 
Oath of Secrecy, according to the accompanying form ; and 
1 trust Your Lordship will approve of this Measure, when you 
take into consideration the Constitution of this Council, and 
the probability of frequent changes taking place among the 
.Members thereof, particularly in the Per:,on of the Second in 
Command of His Majesty's .Forces in this Colony, who must 
be changed with almost every change of Military Boree which 
takes place here. 

Your Lordship does not mention in Your Dispatch whether 
the Councillors are to have the Title of " Honourable" as in 
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('pylon, and I bt>liP\'l' in otlwr:,; of Hi· Jlajl'1sly's ('oloniP,; 
whPn• Councils c•. ·ist. 

I han· therPfore not ,wthorisl'd sul'h an Appellatim1, hut, I 
n•quest to have• Your Lorch-hip':,; Commands on the ~ub,il'ct. 

I havl' also, in JHtrstmncl' to Your Lordship's ln.-trnctions 
111acl<· a temporary arrangenwnt for <'Xecuting the DutiC's of 
('lprk of thp C'ou1wil hy appointing P. U. Brink. Esqn•., 
,\ssistant, Sc>crC'tary to Government, as Clerk of the Council, 
but as it will not bt> possible for that g<'ntleman to give up 
much of his time from his otlwr .\vocations, I haH' nominated 
Mr. Thomas :\lillar to assist him in the Duties of his Office, 
and to kec•p tlw Couneil Books and Records, ancl I have 
divided the· f-tdary of £800 a year \\ hich your Lordship affixc>d 
to the Ofiicc of Cieri· of the Council between those two Gentle­
men. I have &c. 

(~ign<'d) 

[Enclmmre in the above.] 

do s\\ car that I will not upon any Account 
at any tinw whaboever disclose or diseovN an matter or any 
discu:--sion upon any matter brought bdore this Council nor 
the vote or opinion of any particular }lc·mber thereof unles,; 
to lliH 1'lajc:-;ty's CovPrnment or\\ hen required to give' Evidc•nce 
as a Witnes:,; by a Court of Ju~tiee in due Cour ·e of Law. 
Ho help me (foci ! 

- ----- -----

I Original. J 

'l'o till• Ri«ht llnn'blP Earl Hathur·t. 

The· llumblP J>dition of !:<•orge .,Jorgan :--l1e\\dli, 
That your Pet it ioner i a Lic<>nt iatl' oft he C hmeh of, "t:ot land, 

ahout to procC'ed to tl1C' Cape of <lood !lope under the a11-.pice· 
of Hi· MttjC' ty' Gowrnnwnt, as a }lini ter of the Reformed 
Dutch Pre:--bytc>rian Church there ; 

That, in· on.l••r to <1ualify your Petitioner for the discharge 
XXI. It 

 

 



of thP dutiPs of the situation to \\'hich lw has IJl'en appointed, 
it was neC'essary for him to spP1Hl :-;ome tin](' in Holland for th1' 
purpose of acquiring a knowledge of the Dulch Language, in 
11 hi('h your Petitioner trnHtH he haH made conHidcrable pro­
fi.cicncy, aH will appear by the Certificates transmitted to :\Ir. 
Horton. But the unavoidable and nccesHary e.·pem:c lo which 
your Petitio1wr has been subj<>ct haH excecdPd the amount 
allowed for that purpoHc hy the ~um of i'.~;1, not 11 it hstanding 
yom Petitioner (as he can shew by an a('count of his Oii:;burse­
ments) has studied the most rigid economy. 

That your Petitioner has been ir..formcd that the H.cvd. 
Colin _Fraser, who has gone out under :-;imilar circ,um:-;tance:-; 
with your Petitiom•1\ was all°'1ed tlw surplus exp('nces, 
amounting to about thirty pounds sterling, on application to 
your Lordship. 

Your Petitioner humbly take:- kave to add that the sum of 
forty pounds :-;terling allowed for a passage to the Cape is not 
snfficient, on the lowest po,,sible scale of economy. He has 
engaged a pas:-;age in the Brig K emu-ill of Ii ;1 tons, to sail in a 
few days, for which he must pay the sum of forty-two pounds 
sterling besides incidental expencC's, amounting to perhap:, 
four or five pounds more, leaving nothing for outfit. 

That did tlw cireumstanees of your Petitioner admit of such 
extra expence, lw would not have pn•::mmed to addres:-- your 
Lordship; but the truth is that he has bC'en n·luctantly eom­
pelJecl to seek assistam·e from relations who can ill afford it. 

That should your Lord.·hip lw pkasC'd to grant the pray('I' 
of your Petitioner, he is frank to (•onf('ss that the only h11rthen 
0 11 • his mind (sa V<' that whi<·h <'\ eryone mw,t frt'I at takin~ 
perhaps a final fan,wdl of kindred and honw) "ill hP removed. 

Your Petition<'!' humbly tnrnts that your Lordship will hf' 

pleased to take his ('llS<' into your favourable c•onsid(•ration 
an,l afford him i;uch assi:-;tance as your Lorthihip may dP<'lll 

proper. 

.\ml your Petitioner shall ever pray. 
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r Original. J 
Deller fro111 the }{E\"EREND DR. :i\L\.NlJEL lo l{. \V1u10T 

HORTON, EsQRE. 

U1•PER GLAPTON, May 14, 1825. 

~IR, l have the· honor to acquaint you that the Revd. 
Ueorgc Morgan ha,; just arrived in Town from Holland, where 
he has been for the last ,;ix months studying the Dutch Lan­
guage. l have the pleasure of transmitting to you his Cer­
tificates from the .Masters under whom he has studied, who 
speak highly of his application and proficiency. As soon as 
he ha,; received the allo.vance from Government for his passage 
&c. (,\hich l believe i,; now .tiO) he "ill be ready to embark 
for the Cape of Good Hope by the first ship that sails. 

Jfr. ~Iorgan requests me to state for the kind consideration 
of Earl Bathurst that the fifty pounds which he received from 
Uovernment to defray his expences in Holland were inadequate 
for that purpose, and that he has been obliged to draw upon 
his .Friends in Scotland to the amount of thirty pounds more, 
which he has to repay. If his Lordship would allow him that 
sum, it would be a great accommodation, and would enable 
him to leave this Country with his finances quite unincumbered. 

I shall request 1Ir. :\lorgan to call at the Colonial Office in 
the course of two or three days for a reply, arid should anything 
require my attention, I shall be most happy to give it. 

1 have &c. 

(8igned) \V)L MANUEL. 

[Original.] 

Lr/fer f mm the I{ ~;y ERE:-. D W ,1. GE.\.RY lo H.. \VIL)IO'l' 

llOH,'l'ON, ESQRE. 

li SO~lERSET PL.UJE, ALn.u;y ROAD, 

CA~IBERWELL, 16th Jo.Jay 1825. 

81 ll, Aware of the press of bm,iness that now engages your 
attention, l am persuaded that [ shall better consult your 
inclinations in forwarding to you the enclosed papers, than in 
soliciting permission to pay my respects to you in person. 

R 2 
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May I requeHt, thaL in eonformit.y with the r<'quisiLion in hi:-; 
2nd letter, .'.\1r. Courtenay may he so far satisfied as to be inrlucc·d 
to relinqui,ih hif, claimH upon me, agreeably to the expectations 
expressed in my reply to his application? 

[ should also feel, Sir, particularly indebted to you, if you 
"ould have the goodness to remind 1£arl Bathurst that I am 
completely out of employ, and that hiH Lord,ihip'H kindnrn;s 
will be warmly appreciated, if with as little delay ai,; poi,;sible, 
I could receive an appointment, agreeably to his kind promise, 
to enable me to support a wife, and a family of children. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) W11. GEARY. 

[Original.] 

Letter from Sm RICHARD PLASKET to R. \VIL-'101' 

HORTON, EsQRE. 

CAPE TowN, 17 May 18~:;. 

'.\Jy DEAR Sm, -Lord Charlm; has seen in the Times News­
paper some very severe attacks upon him for having, as they 
assert, encreased the punishment awarded by a Court of 
Jm,tice here on the person of ,John Carnall, a man who assisted 
in the escape of the convict l◄~dwards. 

He hm, therefore deHired me to send you the P1·oceedings of 
the full Court of ,Justice in this case, by which it appears that 
the sentence of the Court was five years Transportation to 
Botany Bay, and that Lord Charles commuted it to Banishment 
from thi8 Colony for a similar period. 

It is very true that the first sentence against this man by 
the Conuui::;sion('rH from the Court, of Jw,tic-c' was onl:r thn'(' 
years Banishment, and the Timr8 say:-; that the J>riso11rr 
appealed from this Hentence, and th<> r<'Hnlt was that it was 
incrcaMrl, but the' fact is that the Fiscal appealed as well as 
the Prisoner, an<l upon this appeal the full Court of ,J ustiC'c 
sentenced him to five years Transportation to Botany Bay, 
and which Lord Charles commuted to Banishnwnt from the 
Colony. Yourn &c. 

(Signed) RICHARD p LASKI~T. 
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rcopy.] 

Xote from the Co'.\nnsSIONERS OF J•:NQUIRY to LrnuTK~.\.NT­
CoLONEL Brnn. 

The Commissioners of Enquiry beg leave to submit to the 
perusal of Lieutenant Colonel Bird a letter and enclosures that 
they have received from the Assistant Secretary to Government 
in reply to the request made by the Commissionern to be 
furnished with copies of the documents referred to by Lieu­
tenant Colonel Bird in his am,wer to the second query. The 
Commissioners also beg leave to return an extract of the 
amnvers of Lieutenant Colonel Bird to that query, with a view 
to afford him an opportunity of modifying, if lw should sec 
occasion for doing so, tlw very ample explanation he ha,­
afforded them in his answer. 

Impressed as the Commissioners are with the importance of 
that explanation, as it regards the interests of the Colony in 
the establishment of the Office of Chief Secretary to the Govern­
ment, the Commissioners have framed some further queries to 
which they are desirous of being favoured with Colonel Rird'R 
answern. 

Cape Town, 18th May 1825. 

P.S. It is requested that the documents numbered from 
l to -1 may be returned to .the Commissioners. 

[Copy.] 

Note from LrnuTEN.\NT-COLONEL Brnn to thr Co:mrrnsrn. EHS 

0.1!' ENQUIRY. 

Lieut .-Col. Bird presents his compliments to the Commis­
sioners of Inquiry, and before he takes into consi(k•ration th(• 
Interrogatories transmitted to him with their note of yesfrr­
day's date, with which tht>y have also returned to him his 
reply to the 2nd query proposed to him last, month, he will be 
obliged to th('IH to point out in what partH they considl'l' that 
n•ply to require mo<litieittion, it hPing rd urned to him, as 
PX pn•1,secl, " to afford him an opportunity of modifying it.'' 

l.11- ,u1,:1,:i- (\J'1•r1<n:. l!lt/, .H,111 Is~;; 
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Letter from EARL BATHURST to LORD CHARLES So,rnR:;ET. 

DOWNINO ~TREET, LONDON, '20th Jl,[ay 1825. 

J'ly LoRn,-I havr received and taken into the most attrntivr 
and serious consideration , the Report of thr Commissioners of 
Enquiry at the Cape of Good Hope, dated on the 12th of 
October 1824 in answer to my reference to them of the repre­
sentations made by .Mr. D'Escury to my Under Secretary, on 
the subject of certain Grants of Land, made by your Exccllrncy 
in favor of .Mr. and }fo,. Redelinghuys . I have at the Hamp 
time had under my com,ideration four additional lettcrn 
addres ·cd to me by the CommisHionern, in explanation of 
some paHsages of their report and dated on the 16th and 18th 
of October and the 6th and 8th of November 182-1-, the vc•ry 
voluminous collection of Papeni c·orniisting of l~vidcnce oral 
and documentary transmitted by the Commissioners in ,mpport 
of their Report has al,;o engaged my careful attention ; and I 
am now to signify to your Excellency the conclusions to which 
I have been led by my investigation of the whole• of thi;; 
Subject. 

It will be convenient that J should first rpcapitulate thosp 
facts which in the consideration of thi:-; subject have appearrcl 
to me m0st important; and l am th<> rather disposPcl to ent<•1· 
upon such a statement, l>Pcause the Conunissionc•rs in their 
laudable anxiety to omit nothing whieh <'oulcl throw light upon 
the merits of the question have lwen unavoidahly led into a 
variety of investigations , tlw l)('aring of whid1 upon th<' 
principal point in dispull' is comparatively Hlight. 

It appPars then that two distinct 1wgol'iations Wl'I'<' c·ntPred 
into by your l~xccllency's AgPnt ,\lr. Pogg<'npcwl n•spPeting 
the sale of tlw Hor:-;e , known by the nanw of "Th<> :,,m•<·<·n·r 
Colt ," th<' first with Dirk Cornelius Okhuyzen, th<• sPc·ond, 
with Mrs. Louw and the .Meml>Prs of hl'r family ; the gl'rwrnl 
outline of the prn<'eedings upon the Tn·aty \\ ith Okhuyz<'ll 
would Heem to be as follows :-

On the IHth of ,June 1817 Okhuyzen prc•spntc,d a Petition to 
your Excellency praying for a Orant , on quit rpnt, of t \\o 
farms in tlw Bantam Distrid . 011 tlw '-'alll<' clay, as I l·ollt•<·t 
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from a comparison of the dates, a copy of thiR Petition waR 
transmitted by your Excellency through the Colonial Secretary, 
to the Deputy Landdrost of the District with a direction that 
an immediate Report should be made upon it. Of this letter 
Okhuyzen himself was the bearer. 

The dispatch with which this Petition was expedited to the 
proper authorities would be a ,mbjcct of commendation, were 
it not that other circumstance;; which occurred at the same 
Jl<'l'iod have given occasion to an unfavorable interpretation of 
the ,;\lotives which occasioned so early an attention to tlw 
request of this particular applicant. 

It is stated by three persons that in the month of June or 
,July 181 i an interview took place between your Excellency 
and Okhyuzen, at your Country Residence of Xewlancls. when 
you accompanied him to the Stables in which the lwrsP in 
que8lio11 was then kept. It i,; impossible to reeoneile the 
representations which arc given by Okhuyzen hirmelf, hy 
Poggenpoel, and by Mr. Kinniburgh, the only other party 
present, of what pasRcd on thi;; occasion. ft, is, howev('r, 
clear that ('ither in a direct communication to your ·elf, or 
through the intervention of Poggenpocl as an Interpreter, 
Okhuyzen a vailecl him,;elf of this opportunity for intimating 
that he could not become the ;,u rc!ta8er of the horse. unless he 
should obtain a Grant of the Land for which he \\UH ;;oliciting. 
It is e11ually clear that he received a severe rebuke from your 
l~xcellcncy for the impropriety of thi,; language. 

Neither the Report of the Commissioners nor the evidence 
accompanying it, enable me to discover the precise date of 
this interview ; nor can l collect whether the reference of 
Okhuyzen',; )lemorial to the Deputy Landdrost prcced"d or 
followt'd the conversation at Newlands. 

It iH, however, placrd beyond all dispute, by the C'onfc::;sion 
and let tc>r;; of Poggenpoel him,;elf, that he had frequentl,v 
eommur1icated with Okhuyzen on the subjects of th(' grant 
of the Land, and the sale of the horse; as arrangements which, 
in Home manner, were dependent upon, or at least connected 
with each other. 

lndC'C'cl in a letter dakd August- 181 i, these topics are not 
only discusst>d toaC'ther by Poggrnpoel, but your ExC'cllency 
is l'<'Jll'PHe11t <'d ns having <''- pn•s,;<•d your surprize that any 
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uncertainty remained on the subject of the Land, and at the 
same time as calling upon Okhuyzen for a positive answer, 
whether or not he wishes to have the horse " purchased by him 
f'Onditionally" for ten thousand Rix Dollarn. Poggenpoel 
explains the word " conditionally " as referring not to any 
condition for uniting together these different objects in one 
f'Onnected arrangement, but as referring to Okhuyzen's ability 
to effect a partnership with another pen;on, and thm; to obtain 
proper stabling for the maintenance of the horse. It would be 
idle to rely with confidence on the veracity of any statement 
proceeding from such a person as, by his °'"n representation 
of his own conduct, Mr. Poggenpoel appears to be. I am, 
therefore, by no means satisfied that some sordid bargain may 
not have been made between Okhuyzen and Poggenpoel, for 
the direct benefit of the latter, on the subject of this horse, a 
supposition which would explain that extreme anxiety, other­
wise scarcely intelligible, which is manifested by Poggenpoel 
for the completion of the arrangements between them. But 
it is highly gratifying to me to perceive, not only that Poggen­
poel himself earnestly acquits your Excellency of all knowledge 
of his negociations reRpecting the Grant of Land to Okhuyzen, 
hut that neither the Documents nor the oral testimony furni,d1 
any ground whatever for imputing to you any participation in 
this disgraceful traffic. It is Ratisfactory also to perceive that 
although Okhuyzen did not become the purchaser of this 
horse, he ultimately :-mceeeded in obtaining, in fmb,-tance, the 
object of hiR Petition. l regard it as a fortunate circumstance, 
that your Excellency was enabled, without injury to the 
public Service, and in conformity with the opinion of the local 
authorities, to permit Okhuyzen to occupy the land he had 
originally solicited. Had your public duty compelled you to 
refuse hi;; request, it is obvious that you would havt' been 
exposed to the rnm;t injurious misre(H'PHenta1.ion l'<.'sp<.'cling 
the cause of his diHappointment. 

The Reconcl Treaty into which your Agent ~Ir. Poggenpoel 
appears to have entered on the fmbjcct of this horHP, was that 
in which Mr. and .Mrs. RedelinghuyH are implicat('d. 

I collect from the various documents before nw, that 
Sebastian van Reenen was the original Proprit>tor of an 
R,-tate called the GemPrkte Carn'<·houtc Boom, situat<' in tht> 
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Hantam District, and that, whether accurately in point of 
Law or otherwise, he did in point of fact claim an exclusive 
right of pasturage on the Hantam 11ountain, as a Privilege 
attached to that Estate. This claim seems to have been 
advanced at least thirty eight years ago. At that timl', tlH' 
Landdrost would appear to have acquiesced in this pretension, 
and the Colonial Government of that day at least , did not 
oppose it. Five only of the Neighbouring Proprietors were 
then understood to possess a right of grazing a limited and 
inconsiderable number of Horses on the :\fountain, during 
certain seasons. It further appears that this Estate was sold 
thirty five years ago, when this ,mpposed right of Pasturage 
was one of the subjects of conveyance ; and if I rightly collect 
the effect of the legal proceedings which terminated in ,June 
1790, it would seem that the Supreme Court of Justice of the 
Colony were so far from regarding the claim as illegal, that 
they compelled the purchaser to pay the price, without com­
pelling Van Reenen to give any express \Varranty of his Title. 

By a series of Transactions, which it would be useless to 
notice more particularly, this property, with all its incidental 
privileges (whatever they may have been) became vested in 
Jacobus van Reenen, who appears to have held two other 
Farms, or Loan places upon the declivities of this Mountain, 
or in its immediate vicinity. I cannot however omit to remark, 
that the whole series of Documents explaining thl' History of 
this transmission of property from Sebastian to Jacobus van 
Reenen, manifest, that the exclusive right of Grazing on the 
Hantam ;)fountain was asserted without interruption by the 
succl'Hsive Owners of the GenH'rkte Carreehoute Boom, and 
regarded with favor, if not indPed actually recognized, both 
by the existing Dutch Authorities, and by many of the neigh­
boming Proprietors. 

,Jacobus van R('Pnen on the 29th of Decemhl'r 1814.sold his 
Estates in tlw Hantamberg to Jacobus Louw. These Estates 
were thl' Cfomerkte Carreehoute Boom, the Groote Vlakte and 
the Riet Yalley. The two former appear to have been retained 
by William Louw, till the period of his death, when they passed 
to his widow. It is here material to notice, that a cl'rtain 
portion of Lan<l, immediately adjoining the Estatc:,; called thP 
<1Pm<•rktP Carr('ehoute Boom and the Croofr Vlaktc>, sc'ems to 
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have been occupied by William Louw with those farms, rather 
by sufferance of the Colonial Government, than under any 
actual Grant or distinct claim of Right. 

In the month of August 1817 your Agent .Mr. Poggcnpoel 
appears to have gone in punmance of your Instructions to 
that remote part of the Colony in which these Estates : re 
situate, with the view of ('ithcr selling the horse, or deriving 
a profit from his services as a Stallion. The motives of this 
Journey to a place so distant. and accessible only by rough 
and unformed tracks, are discussed at great lc·ngth in th(' 
papers before me. Poggenpoel himself attributes the journey 
to the advice of Okhuyzen, the latter denies that he gav<' any 
such recommendation. It may not be very material to enquire 
which of the parties is the more entitled to credit. It suffi­
ciently appears from an investigation of the evidence, that 
this District, remote as it was from the seat of Government, 
was yet a place in which the breeding of Hornes is an objed 
of much attention. l perceive, indeed, that the annual return 
of horses in the District shc,vs that 146:3 were kept t11,,rp at 
the same period. It would therefore be needless to seek for 
other explanations of your Excellency's motives in sending the 
Stallion thither. It appear:., to have been the quarter where 
the service:-; of the Horse could have lwen most advantageously 
employed. 

:\Ir. Poggenpoel having failed in hi,; attempts to :-;p]] tlw 
Horse, returned to Cape Town, kaving it in charge of a pnson 
resident in the Di,-trict ; during hi,- own resiclenc•p tlH'rP he' 
had, as it would appear, mack a conditional arrang<·rnent with 
the .Family of Lonw for the Hale- of the Horse to them for 1.Pn 
thousand Rix Dollars, but the c•ompletion of thi:,; bargain 
seems to ha Vt> been dPpenclent on the conspnt of tlH' widow, 
who was already on hpr journc'y to (':qw Town, for the· J)lll'J)OS(' 

of exhibiting the lnv<•ntories of hN husband':-; ! ◄;state. l1po11 
that journey :-;lw was overtakt'n by Poggrnpoel, tlw IH'arPr of 
a letter addrc•ssed to hPr by IH•r FathPr in Law ,\Ir. Louw. In 
this letter Mrs. Louw appears to haVl' l>PPn mgPntly advisl'd to 
apply to your Excellency for a Urant of t hP UovPrn1nc•11t 
Lands then occupied tog<'t her with 01H· of h<·r l◄;:-;tafrs ; and 
to purchase thP lfor..,e on tiH' tprm • dPmanc!Pd, if a mon· 
advantageous anang<·nwnt should not IH' prnc·t icabh·. Not-
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withstanding Poggenpoel's denial, it is impossible to resist the 
weight of the concurrent proofs in favor of the conclusion that 
he was fully apprised of the wish of this family to blend theRc 
different objects together, if indeed he was not himself the 
author of the plan. 

Shortly after her arrival in Cape Tmvn, 1Irs. Louw appears 
to have entered into communication with Van Reenen, the 
former proprietor of her Estates in the Hantam District. 
respecting the best means of obtaining a Grant of the land. 
nor is there the lea ·t room to doubt that these persons enter­
tained the opinion that the purchase of the horse would facilitate 
the accomplishment of her principal object. It is observable 
however that the,l{' parties were not admitted to an interview 
with your Excellency, and :\Jn;. Louw re:turned to her residC'ncP 
in the Country leaving Jlr. Van Reenen to prosecute hn 
applications at Cape Town. 

On the 11th of November accordingly }lr. Van Reenen pre­
sented to your Excellency a Memorial in tlw nanw of }lrs. Louw, 
praying that her two Estates in tht' Han tam District, with tht' 
Oovernment land adjoining them, might be granted to her in 
perpetual quit-rent. On the 19th of the same month, the 
Colonial Secretary, by your Excellency's direction, forwarded 
this Memorial to the Landdrost of Tulbagh calling upon him 
to report thereon for your information. Subsequently to this 
rpforence, hut in the same month of November, Alr. Poggenpoel 
eompleted the sale of the Horse, \\ hic-h was bought by the 
family of Louw, in partnership, for the sum of Ten thousand 
Rix Dollarl'l. 

The sale of this horse for so large a sum has, I ohserve, most 
propPrly call<'d forth the utmost exertion on the part of the 
Commissioners to ascertain whether tlw payment of so large 
a pric·t• for a Horse', in the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope, 
doPs not afford reasonn.blc grnun<l for HUSJWeting the fairness 
of tlH' whole transa<'tion. I distinctly under:-;tand, fi·om the 
l'<'stilt of their enquiries that thP amount of the price does not 
form any ground of imputation against your I~xeellcncy. The 
tc•slimonies to the reputed value' of this Horse arc abundantly 
sullieient to satisfy any pt•rson, however ignorant on :mch 
topics, that the price l'Pee1ved was not in ibelf PXorbitant or 
t'X<'t'ssi n•. 1 uhs<•n·p inclePd that another hor:--e wh i<'h in t lH' 
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opinion of competent judges appears to have been of decidedly 
inferior value, was sold by another pnson for an equal imm, 
and that there arc many circumstances sufficiently explanatory 
of the reason why suC'h large prices have hPen dc>mandrd and 
paid for Horses at the Cape of Uood Hopr. 

In consequence of tlw rderence to tht> Landdrost, that 
Ofticer appears to have proceeded to the Hantam Distric·t in 
February 1818, accompanied by the Heemraden, to in:-;peet 
the Land. On the 5th of :\Tarch the Landdro,;t transmitted 
to the Colonial Necreta1v a letter in whieh, adverting to :\lr:-;. 
Louw's claim to the p~stura~e of the Hantam }lonntain, as 
appurtenant to her Estate of Gcmerkte C'arreehoute Boom, 
the Landdrost expresses his opinion that imeh an extent of 
ground is too much for one person, and draw:-; a most un­
favorable picture of the state of }lrs. Louw'f; farming l~stah­
lishment. 

On the 4th of }fay the Landdrost and the lleemraad Van Wyk 
made their Report to your Excelleney, in obedience to your 
reference of the 19th of November. This Report is made 
according to the printed form prepared for that purpose: and 
in the column appropriated to the ern1uiry "whether th(• 
granting of the Land a:-;ked for, would be C'on:-;istent with the 
interest of lndividuab and with that of Government,'' the 
Report i:-; made in the following words : " c·on:,;istent with tlw 
interest of C0vernment, and of the Petitioner," and in refercnCl' 
to the place called Gemerkte Carrechoute Boom, it is remarked 
by the La.nddrost and Heemmad, as follows : '· with i hi:-; 
place is granted the Bantam ..\fountain, as app(•a1·s by tlH' 
annexrd Extract;; : this l\Io11niai11 whiC'h is of vc•ry grc>al 
extent, can safrly bP appraised at a yc•arly Rc>nt of onp hundred 
Ri.· Dollar:,; to be• paid to (!overnnwnt." 

rt app<'arn that your l ◄>C'Pllene,v upon rec·(•iving this RPport 
rcfrrred it io tlw consideration of .\Ir. D'ERc•ury, and that 011 

thP 25th of ,Tanuary 18IH, .\Ir. l)'l ◄:scury mad<' his lfrpm1 to 
yon, in whiC'h after ohjPeting to the grant 011 \·arious grnunds, 
he :,;ugg(•sts the propriPty of your K·cellPncy din•ding a furtlH•r· 
e11<tuiry into the naturl' of this land, and thP :situation of 
surrounding phtc•ps rdativP to it. While tiles<' Papers \H'I'<' 

unckr thl' c·on:-;idPration of i\Jr. D'l◄:s<·u1·y, thP marriag<' IH·tw<'l'll 
.\ln;. Louw and .\Ir. H<·dt>lingh11ys took pla<'<', and on ih<· 2nd 
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of f1'1,1Jruary 181 !I ~lr. Ht><lelin<rhuys pn·sentl-d a fmther 
}lemorial to your ExtPllency praying for a Urant in quit rent 
of <'t'rtai 11 additional LandR. 

On the 1:!th of February 181!) this applieation alHo was 
rdt>tT<'cl by your Excellency to \lr. D'Escury,with a direction 
that, he :-d10uld make to yon a general Report thcrt>on. 

On the 16th of .February ~lr. D' Escury did accordingly mak<' 
his Report, in which he suggests certain precautions against 
the abuse of the additional Grant solicited by Redelinghuys, 
in cas(' it should be madP. 

It further appears that your Excellency at the same time, 
or nearly the same period, required :\fr. D'Eseury to report to 
you in what manner the use of the Hantam .Mountain could he 
most beneficially extended \\ ithout injury to the fair prcten­
:-;iom, of :\lr:-i. Louw, and how Hhe might he most effectually 
bound to place an adequate c1uantity of Stock upon that land. 
;\lr. D'Escury made his Report in ohedience to this refcrenee 
on the 1st of :\larch 1810. 

On the 21st of 1lay 181!1 I 1wrceivc that your K "cellency 
referred hack to the Landdrost the various applications of 
)lr:-i. Louw, calling upon him for a minute Report on the 
various objections and difficultie:-; made by )Ir. D' Escury with 
res1wct to the Grants of these Lands. 

Whibt thi:-; reference was under the con:-;idcration of the 
Landdrost, and had not yet been acted upon, }Ir. Redelinghuy:-; 
presented a Petition to your ExceJlency asserting more fully 
than had hitherto been done, ti}(' right of his Wife and himself 
to th<' l'.X!'lu;;;ive Pasturage of the H antam }lountain, as 
appurtenant to their Estate tallcd G(•mcrktc Carreehoutc 
Boom, and praying a 'urvcy and a Grant of it to him in 
p<'rpet nal quit rent. 

Th<· Lancldrost not having made his :-;ceoncl Hq)Ort, your 
1,:,1•elkncy on the l,1th of Odolwr l8J9· ealled upon him 1.o 
111ake an early allS\\cr to your· 1·cfercucc of }lr. D'Escury'i,; 
ohjedio11s. 

On the 8th of Dcecmhcr l~l!J the Landdrnst aceurdingly 
madl' his Hcport to you; this Report it is highly impo1iant 
to observe, i:-1 distinctly and strongly in favor of making to 
.\lr:-1. Redelinghuys a. (,rant in quit rent of the Government 
Lands adjoining her farm called Gcmcrkte Carrechoute Boom 
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and Groolc Vial-IP, and thl' Landdrotit lll1t'<privoC"ally retracted 
his former opinion, that tlw1w lands ought to lw divided, and 
greatly c1ualified the a(•rnunt he had given of tho mismanage­
nwnt of i\lrs. Lon\\ 's prnperty. As far, thcrefon•, as relatc>d 
lo these Lands, it is i mpossi bk not to considt'I' tlw Report as 
dPeidetlly favorable to the applicant. With rt•spet't to the 
Pasturage of tlw Hantam ;\fountain, tht• Landdrost rPeom­
mendcd eitlwr that a reservation should he made in favor of 
the oceupiN:-; of adjoining Lands, of th<' right of sPnding thPir 
horse thither during the sir•kness, or that the Pasturage should 
he let to the highest bidder for fivc or ten years, or that it 
should be granted to :\lrs. RPdl'linghuys at. :;udi an annual 
rent as your Excellency might think propcr. 

This Report appears to have been brought under your 
Exccllt'ncy's notict' by the Colonial Secretary in the month of 
J)ccPmber 1819, and by him your Excellency's attt'nlion was 
particularly called to thP Landdrost ':,; remark rcspec>ting tlw 
propriety of reserving the Pasturage of tllt' Hantam Mountain, 
as a place of refuge for all the horses in the vicinity during the 
sPason of sickness. On the 24th of the same month, the 
Deputy Secretary addres,;ed a letter to the Landdror,t, :-;ignifying 
to him your Excelleney's approbation of the valuation he had 
made of the quit rents oa the farms called Groote Vlakte and 
Genwrkte Carrcehoute Boom; and with respect to the right 
of grazing on the Bantam ~lountain, you dircetcd that a 
survey :,;houlcl he made in order to form a valuation of the 
perpetual quit n'nt thereupon ; and further that an enquiry 
should he institutPd as to what pPrsons posseHsed a ric,ht of 
grazing there, and snhjPC't to what conditions that right was 
held ; and your Kxc<.'llcncy is represented in 11r. IWis's lc•tkr 
as" being clispmwd to eomply \\ ith the ,ipplieation of HeclPling­
huys, provided that the righb of other Individuals \\ere not 
th<·r<'by affcet<'d.'' 

On the same da) a::; that upon whieh this lt>UPr i,; dall'd, 
\ iz;.: th(• ~Hh of De<·c·n1hN 181!), your Excrllt'nc·y ('ompl(•t<·d 
t l11· ( )rants to Hedclinghuys of the Uovernml·nt lands adjoining 
and held with the !~states of hi:,; Wife>, eallPd Uroofr Vlakte 
and Gcmerkte Carrechoutt• Boom. Pausing at this period of 
the narrativ~ I observe that according to the Report of tlH' 
Conunissioners, it distinctly appears that the public Oflicern 
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under whose reeommendation your l~xcelleney aeted in making 
the:-;c grant:-;, an' regarded in the Colony as the highest authority 
upon such Subjects; and that, even had your l~xccllency 
thought it neee:-;:-;ary to call upon ~lr. D'Escnry for further 
assistance in correcting the opinion of the Landdrost and 
Heemrna<l, and the Land Surveyor by whom they were assi,;tcd, 
it \\ ould not have been in your power to have had the benefit 
of his adviec ; as he appears to have been at that time absent 
from the Colon:v. Lt is, therefore, important as well a:; just to 
perceive, that so far from any precipitation having been used 
in making the;;e Grant:-;, an interval of more than two years 
and one month elap;;ed between the Petition of }Irs. Lom,· 
and your final decision upon it ; and that in that interval, the 
subject wa:-; twice referred to the proper authorities, after 
having been fully discussed by l\Ir. D'Escury; and that at 
length the Grants were completed with the entire approbation 
of the person:-; upon whose information and judgment you were 
unavoidably compelled to rely. 

I am disposed to concur in the result of the enquirirn, which 
tho Cornmi,;sioncr:-; have made with regard to these grantH, 
that they were inconveniently large, and that two distinct 
allotments might have been more properly made. As it does 
not, however, appear that this objection was stated to you ; 
and it is clear that the Grant was previously sanctioned by 
those to whom it was officially referred ; the observations 
which this part of the Report will ~all for must be postponed 
to the time when the system by which the Grants of land at 
the Cape arc in future to be regulated shall come more imme­
diately under my eon;;ideration. 

The question rc:-;pecting the Pasturage of the Hantam 
:\lountain :-;till remained undecided ; and it appears that an 
interval of three year,; expired, after the completion of the 
Unints of Deeember 181V, during which no further nwa:mrc 
"as takl'll in reference to this subject. The greater part 6f 
that. period was pa;;secl by yom Excellency in England. 

At length in January 182:l a Petition was acldre:,;t,;ed to your 
Excellency by RedclinghuyH, praying that you would decide 
whether the survey of the :\fountain should take place in order 
that he Redclinghuy;; might not in future be disturbed, in the 
enjoyment of it, by his neighbours. Another }lcmorial was 
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presented to your f~xcdkney, at about tlw f-:allll' }H'l'iod , by 
Rome of tlw Neighbour:,; of Redl'linghuy:-;, protesting against 
the c•xelusive privikge thus elaimecl by him. Tlw:,;e applica­
tions appear to have been referred by your l<~xcellency to the 
Deputy Landdrost of the Distriet on the second of ,January 
18~:3. J n obedience to thi:,; reference, the Dc•1rnty Landdro:-;t 
on the 30th of the same month of ,January n·pmtecl that 
Redelinghuys had withdrawn his claim to any exclusive right 
to the ~Iountain, a right which the Deputy Landdrost observes, 
he could not sustain. 

On the 19th of December 1823 your Excellency signifiPd to 
the Landdrost your deciHion, that the whole summit of the 
Hantam ~fountain should be for ever appropriated as com­
monage to the Estates in that division. On receiving an order 
to comply with this decision and to remove his Cattle from 
the }fountain, Redelinghuys appears to have repaired to Cape 
Town to remonstrate against it, and he there presented to 
your Excellency a .Memorial in which he distinctly asserts his 
Title to the Pasturage of the .'.\1 ountain, under the grant of the 
ancient Dutch Government, and declared that he had never 
intended to relinquish this right, and requested that a further 
enquiry might be instituted ; and that the grant might be 
made to him with uertain stipulations in favor of the five 
person,; who alone, as he conueive<l, were entitled to participate 
in the advantnge:-i of this grazing ground <luring the prevalency 
of the Hon,e sieknesH. 

This :\lcmorial waH on the l:3th of .February 1824 referred 
by your Excc>llency to the l)pputy Landdr<mt of the DiHtric.:t 
with directions for him to make a most minute Report thereon 
for your Excellency's information. 'l'hiH reference was an,.;wcre<l 
h,v a Report on tht· 20th of thl' samp month, in which the 
l)pp11ty Land<lroHt exprc'HHPd his opinion that the property of 
l{C'delinghuy:-; would ht' nHtlNially injured , w<•n· he Pntirt'ly 
deprived of thl' llantam :\lountain; and that the Inhabitants 
of the lfo;triet would have suflicil'nt Pasturage for their hor ·cs 
exelusiv<' of it, but that your Excelle1H•.{:,; dcci:--ion, granting 
a right of eommo1mgl' enabling Proprietors during the pre­
valence of the horse sickness was a measure of great public 
benefit. 

On the 4th of i\larch 1824 your Kxcellency announced to 
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the Deputy Landdrost that you had postponed your decision 
on this case, hut that, in the meantime, the Cattle of Redeling­
huys were not to be disturbed on the ~fountain, adding that 
should the Howie sickness break out, he, the Deputy Landdrost, 
was to allow the tuds of others to he sent there during the 
prevalence of the Malady. 

It appears, therefore, that in point of fact the pretensions 
of Redelinghuy' to the exclusive pasturage of the Hantam 
Mountain are to this moment undecided, and although :\Ir. 
D'Escury has broadly insinuated that your conduct on the 
,mhject of this pasturage was marked by a degree of incon­
Histency to be accounted for only by supposing Redelinghuys 
to have exercised over you the influC'ncc of thrC'ats and intimi­
dation, it is due to your E.·cellency to state, that I cannot 
perceive, in the document::; before me, any ground whatever 
for :,;o serious a charge. On the contrary, I cannot hut think 
that your proceeding:,; upon this part of the case have been 
perfectly eonsistC'nt, and free from all appearance of mystery 
or alarm. You did not adopt any measure or even express 
any opinion on the imbject witl1out a previous reference to the 
proper authorities. When in December 1819, you expn'ssed 
your disposition to comply with tlw application of Redclinghuyl:'I 
provided that the rights of other Individuals were not thereby 
affected, you had before you the Report of ~fr. D'E:.;cury of 
the 1st of :\larch 1819 and that of the Landdrost of the 8th of 
December 1819, from both of which it might not haw been 
unreasonably inferred that the claims of Redelinghuys to thi:,; 
Pasturage were' ,mch as he might maintain as a matter of strict 
an<l absolute right. 'rhe Commissioners have in their report 
observed that it would have been more comiistent with regard 
to the public interest "if your I~xC'ellt•ncy had refrained from 
t>xpressing any wish that the enjoyment of the privilege :.,hould 
be confined to .\Ir. Redelinghuys alone even with the Proviso 
that such concession did not interf<'re with the rights of 
Individuals." I should concur in this opinion if the qualified 
recommendation of :\Ir. Red<•linghuys' application were to be 
und<'rHtood a:., intimating your disposition to shew indulgence 
to his claims, and to confine his neighhours to their strict and 
po:.;itivc legal Right:.;. 

l t ap1war-; howt>ver that when in ,f anuary I 82:l the elai ms 
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of Redelinghuys were ren<'wccl and opposed hy his neighbours 
you referred the reprcimntatiomi of hoth parties to the Deputy 
Landdrost. 

\Vhen in December 1822 you decided that the whole summit 
of the }fountain should be held in commonagc you acted upon 
a Report from the Deputy Landclrost informing yon that 
Redelinghuys had abandoned his claims ; when again in 
February 1824 you directed those claims to he investigated 
anew, and suspended tlw execution of your lm;t, order, you 
acted upon information (which till then you had not received) 
that Redclinghuys had been rnisundcr:,;tood with respect to 
the abandonment of his pretensions. If it be alleged that in 
these several step.' you did not pcn,evcre in one uniform course, 
it is due to your Excellency to remark that in each imccessive 
change of your Instruction you were influenced by each 
successive change of representations brought under your 
notice. 

The Commissioners conclude their review of the whole of 
this case by reporting that '' They had not found reasonable or 
sufficient ground for concluding that the several grants of land 
were made by your Excellency to }Jr. Reddinghuys in con­
sideration of the sale of a horse," hut that they think that 
" a want of discretion has been manifested by your Excellency 
in confiding to your Agent }lr. Poggcnpod the management of 
a transaction in which the integrity of your Excellency':,; publie 
character could be brought into question," by blending togethPr 
the conduct of Agent and Principal. 

After a full eonsidcration of the \\ hole C'ase, I l'annot but 
regret that your desire to improvl' the Breed of Horses at the 
Cape l ver kd you to C'mbark in tlwir importation or sale on 
your own account, the valuP of a hon;e is purely c·onventional, 
thl'I'e is no acknow ll'dgcd tc>st by whi<'h if he who 1mrc·hasc•s is 
dissatisfied, the justicC' of his complaint rnn be c·o11elusivdy 
t1fr<l, and therefore it is that fc,, (lc11tlcme11, who engagP 
largely in the purchasC' and sale of Horst's, eseap<' in the <'lld 
without :-;onw rcproad1. If lndividu,tls in privatP life an· 
liable to snch censure, to what must a Governor of a Colony 
be cxpo:,;ed where• few approach him who are not considere~I 
a:-; having something to hopP or sonwthing to fpar from hi 
favor or di:,;pleasur<' i 
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In the present instance there is this unfortunate' coincidence 
that the parties concerned in the treaty for the hon;e were in 
both im,tances at, the same time applying for Grants of Land, 
ancl it is to be lamented that, under such circumstances you 
did not, impose upon yourself a circumspection ,vhich would 
have set malevolence at defiance. J am aware that you 
referred the grants for the corn,ideration of the regular Official 
Authorities ; that in the first instance the grant which was 
applied for wai:; concluded, although the horse was not sold ; 
that in the other the grant to which you ultimately acceded 
had been previously approved by the Official Authoritie;.;, and 
that it wa;.; not in point of fact completed for more than two 
y<'ars after the :sale of the hors<', the price of which was not 
higher than what another person in the settlement had ohtained 
for a horse of no superior if not, of inferior value. 

In the mind of any candid pernon the sale of the horse and 
the grant of the land bccome ther<'by R<'parate and distinct 
trarnmctiom;, but as they had been simultaneously commenced, 
th<'y might be C'asily confounded, and candour, my Lord, is 
not th<' nwasure by which you ought to expect that the conduct 
of Public Jien will be generally estimated. 

Insinuations however to your prejudice might have been 
disregard<'d, if letters had not been produced and conversations 
r<'ported in which your name is unfortunately implicated. 

I need not assure you that l entirely concur with the Com­
missioners in absolving you from all suspicion of your having 
been privy to these conununicatiorni. But when it is seen 
how much your C'haracter was in the hands of the low and 
vulgar persons, whom, aftc>r all, it must be necessary for you 
to <'mploy in suC'h matters, and how much you must hav<' felt 
on cfo,covering th0 manner in whieh your name had been 
almsed, I :should have thought it unnec0ssary for me to 
n'eommPtHl you to get rid of this Estahfo,hrnent, even if l had 
not, heen giv<'n to undNstand that, you had already done so. • 

I am fully aware of thP V<'ry gn•at advantage which the 
~kLtknwnt has ckrin·<l in a variety of ways from the exampk 
you have set in introduC'ing a Huperior hr<'('d of horses into the 
<'apt>, and it is possible that this could not have been HO 
<'ff Pet nally olitai,wd without, your having personally Pngaged 
in it; th<' tinw how<'Vl'r is gonP by, sinc·e whiC'lt your inter-
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vention can be any longer necessary ; and I cannot but sincerely 
lament that engaging in this concern, you did not prescribe to 
yourself regulations which as an Individual would have been 
unnecessary, but which in your public capacity, were requisite 
to guard against the unworthy imputations to which a Governor 
is too much exposed from those whom an honest discharge of 
his duty may disappoint or offend. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

[Copy.] 

Letter from JOHN GREGORY, EsQRE., to LAND SURVEYOR 

TULI,EKEN. 

CAPE TowN, 20th May 1825. 

Srn,-I am directed by the Commissioners of Inquiry to 
acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 17th Inst., 
accompanied by your answers to their Interrogatories respect­
ing the Boundaries of Mr. Parker's Lands. 

In consequence of the discrepancy that is found to exist 
between your evidence and that of other Persons whom the 
Commissioners have examined upon the same subject, it 
becomes indispensably necessary that the Commissioners 
should examine you further upon it, and they have therefore 
directed me to request that upon the receipt of this letter you 
will lose no time in repairing to Cape Town and attending at 
their Office No. 12 Grave Street. I have &c. 

(Signed) ,ToHN GREGORY. 

P.S. The reasonable expences of your journey to and from 
Cape Town will be defrayed by the Commissioners of Inquiry. 

LCopy.] 

Letter from MR. JOHN CARNALL to R. W. HORTON, EsQRE. 

G4 LONG LANE, BERMONDSEY, 20th May 1825. 

Srn,-I beg to state for the information of Earl Bathurst, 
that as no doubt can exist in the mind of any unprejudiced 
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and impartial person that the treatment I have experienced at 
the hands of the colonial government is scarcely paralleled for 
oppression and injustice, I can consider no redress short of the 
immediate remission of my sentence, and full pecuniary com­
pensation for all my losses, as a just and satisfactory measure 
on the part of his Lordship. I have &c. 

(Signed) JOHN CARNALL. 

LCopy.j 

Note from the Co~lJ\lISSlO.NMRS OJ•' ENQUIRY to LrnU'l'ENANT­

CoLONEL Brno. 

CAPE Tow.N, 21st May 1825. 

The Commii:;sioners of Inquiry present their compliments to 
Lieutenant Colonel Bird, and with reference to the point on 
which they conceived it might be his wish to modify the 
statement contained in his reply to the 2nd query transmitted 
with their note of the 18th Inst., they request to explain that 
on perusal of the warrant appointing Mr. Barnard to the office 
of Colonial Secretary, they have observed that an authority 
was delegated to him to appoint such Deputies and Assistants 
within the Districts of the settlement as should be approved 
by the Governor. 

As Colonel Bird has stated that the nomination of Assistants 
in the Colonial Office rests with the Secretary, the Commis­
sioners have been in some doubt whether such authority was 
considered by Colonel Bird to emanate from the clause in the 
warrant by which l\Ir. Barnard was authorized to appoint 
Deputies and Assistants in the Districts. 

1 n his explanation upon this point the Commissioners would 
further request Colonel Bird to state whether the authority 
thus conveyed has at any time been considered to extend to 
the nomination of the District Secretaries, or whether the 
recommendation of qualified persons to fill those offices has 
ever been claimed or exercised by the Colonial Secretary. 
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Lcllcr from H. WlL.'.lOT HoitTON, EsQ1rn., lo the 

RE\'ERJ<]NJ) \V~r. UEARY. 

DoWNlNG thmmT, :llst 1iiay LS:'15. 

NtH,-Having laid before Earl BathurHt your rnmmunication 
of the 16th lirnt., 1 am direekd by hiH Lordship to acquaint 
you in reply that the Colonial Agent of the Cape has been 
irn,tructed to conRider your promiRsory note as cancrlled. 

\\Tith rrspect to your appointment to a c·lcrical situation 
abroad, you an· of course a\\arc that this could only take plac<' 
upon a vaeanc:y oecurring in any of His l\lajPsty's Colonia I 
Possc•ssionH. At present the only clcrieal :-,it uatiou vaeant i:-, 
U11' second Chaplaincy on the Uold CoaHt. Tlw Nalary attaehed 
to it amounts to £-1.00 per annum, and allho' this might not be 
eonsidcrccl to i-mit your expectations, yc•t if it should be aeccpt­
ablc to you, his Lordship would have no object.ion to remove 
you from thence, whenev<'r there should be an opening for 
employment in any other Colony. lam &c. 

(8igrn'd) R W. lloHTON. 

l Original.] 

Replici; of Lrnu'l'EXANT-C'OLONEL Bnw to the C'o)DllHSIO.'iBRH 

OF l◄~NQumY. 

Lieutenant-Colond Bird returns herewith replies to the 11 
Interrogatories transmitted to him on the 18th inHtant hy the 
CommissionerH of Inquiry. He avails himself of the oppor­
tunity to advert to the two notcK of the 18th and ~1st in:-,tant, 
with which he has been favourPd. 

ln referring to the document in the Colonial Ofliec \\ hieh 
notifies Mr. Barnarcl'K appointuH'nt to the :-,eerctaryship of 
this Government, in Licufrnant ( 'olo1wl Bird 'K reply to the 
second query propoKetl to him on the 21st April, it waK hi,; 
intention to bring that document to the notice of the Com­
missioners, it having appeared to him extraordinary that nlr. 
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Barnard should have thought it ncces::mry to take a Commi:-;sion 
from the Governor when he pos:-;essed a warrant from the King, 
'' com,tituting and appointing him Secretary and Registrar of 
this Government;" the \Varrant did not call upon the Governor 
to appoint the Secretary, but Hignificd to the Governor His 
Majesty's pleasure to the above effect. .\lr. Barnard's suc­
(·esHor, ~Ir. Alexander, felt this, and declined taking a second 
and inferior appointment ; but as a precedent had been 
established which made a difficulty at the moment that diffi­
culty was over-ruled by the notification of Mr. Alexander"s 
appointment having been worded thus : "Notice is hereby 
given that ll. Alexander L~squirc i8 appointed Secretary to 
thiH GovPrnmcnt." It appears to Lieutenant Colonel Bird LO 

have been PHsential to have call,,(! the CommisHioncrs' attention 
to this circumstance, in orclel' to adcl that it is a clear conse­
quenec that whatever authority or clainrn the Secretary of 
this Government holds from hi:-; appointment he holds from 
the King, independent of the Governor, he docs not take them 
from the Governor, who might in such case claim to alter, to 
control, or to curtail them. Lieutenant Colonel Bird does not 
therefore think it neccs:-;ary to modify his reply to the 2nd 
query of the 21st April; but in explanation of what the 
Commissioners have thought proper farther to propose in their 
note of the 21st instant, Lieutenant Colonel Bird begs leave to 
add, that the Secretaries to this Government have uniformly 
claimed the patronage of their own office, under the King's 
Warrant; they have construed that to extend to all the 
branches of their office, including the Printing Department, 
which was established in aid of it; but they have never 
pretended to interfere in any respect ,vith vacancie'l or appoint­
ments in any other Branches of the Civil Service of this 
Uovernment. It is natural to suppose that when a vacancy 
occurred, and that the Secretary found that the Governor had 
no person in view to fill that vacancy, he would suggest tlic 
name of the Individual he thought most likely to do justice 
to the appointment vacant. Such was the course Lieutenant 
Colonel Bird pursued, and this i8 precisely the explanation 
which he gave to the Acting GovC'rnor, who put the question 
to him on his taking upon him the adminiHtration of this 
Government. The foregoing elucidation will, it is hoped, 
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fully am,wer the doubt expressed by the Commissionen; of 
lnquiry as to whether the Secretaries claimed the right, under 
their Warrant of Appointment, of nominating Secretaries to 
Districts ; they did not claim that patronage. 

Adverting in the next place to that part of the Commissioner:;' 
note of the 18th instant in which they state their impre:;:;ion 
of the importance of Lieutenant Colonel Bird's former explana­
tion as it regards the interest of the Colony in the establif.,hmcnt 
of the Office of Chief Secretary to the Government, Lieutenant, 
Colonel Bird thinks it right to add to the reply he gave to tlw 
15th Query proposed by the Commissioners on the 2l April, by 
saying, that his opinion which was frequently discussed with 
his predecessor l\Ir. Alexander on the subject of the right of 
ProteRt, which some supposed to exist in the Secretary to 
Government, was invariably to the effect he ha8 already stated ; 
hut he was further of opinion that if such right exiRted, it 
Hhould be used with a sound discretion only ; that, differing in 
opinion as to particular measures of Government, or having 
his opinion overruled, would not (supposing the right to exist) 
warrant the Secretary in entering his Protest against such 
measures, as such a line might injuriously impede the views of 
Government ; but it would be his duty to enter his Protest 
whenever he should set, gross deception attempted to be 
practised on the Secretary of ~Hate, imch a:; procured Earl 
Batlnm;t's assent to the last augmentation of the Cape Corps, 
and procured the majority for the then Captain Somerset, the 
eircumstanee:; of whieh Lieutenant Colonel Bird will here 
detail in explanation of his view of the nature of Protests. 
The Cape Corps at, ih; formation in 181!) consi:;tcd of two 
Troop,; of Cavalry and four companies of infantry, under one 
.Field Officer ; part of the lnfantry had the means of being 
mounted, when celerity was required, the hon,es .of the Light 
Dragoons having been detained for that object ; in the opinion 
of many competent judges, the Jnfantry wa,; then strongt'l' 
than the state of the Frontier r<'quired, the Cavalry fully 
adequate to any probable exigeney ; the Bordt>r ne\'er having 
been more quiet than it had been i:;ince the pacification with 
the Gaffers. 

Suddenly in December 182~ a nunour was i;pread in Cape 
Town of a combination of Cafier8 agairn,t the Colony, this was 
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eagerly seized upon as the ground for recommending an 
augmentation of two Troops to the Cavalry of the Cape Corps 
and of an additional l\Iajor, by which the main object would 
be attained : a most deceptive despatch was therefore prepared, 
in which this supposed combination was described in glowing 
colours, and an equally fallacious mode was suggested for 
meeting the increased expenditure. This dispatch was for­
warded by the Heron Brig of War, while singular to say, at 
the very moment of making up the dispatch a Letter was 
lying on the Governor's table from the Commandant on the 
.Frontier (Col. Scott) stating that he could not learn that any 
combination of the Caffer Chiefs was in agitation, that he had 
never known them in a state of more perfect quiet, that he 
had consulted 1\fr. Thomson, our Agent with the Caffer Tribes, 
who r<'sided on the Chumie, and that his answer (which he 
tran:-m1itted) must set the question quite at rest, as Mr. 
Thomson assured him that if such a report existed, it wa::; as 
ridiculous as untrue ; that the only movement among the 
Caffers which had come to his knowledge wai; that one of the 
Caffer Chiefs had applied to him (Mr. Thomson) to get the lock 
of hi::; gun mended ! With this positive document on the 
table, was the fallacious dispatch sent to Lord Bathurst, who 
credited what was so solemnly reported, and approved an 
augmentation which was unnecesi;ary and has been most 
ruinously expensive to the Colony, for the money which wai; 
raised by the sale of Commissions, and which was to have been 
placed at intere:-;t for the payment in part of the increased 
expencc, was absorbed by the exigencies of the Colonial 
Expenditure. SubsequPnt to the Dispatch having been so 
forwarded, Colonel Scott recommended the Augmentation, 
having been required to <lo so, and the draft of the Letter 
which he wai; to write having been forwarded to him from 
Cape 'l'0\\11. A Yery (fc\,) month:-; after which the same 
Colonel Scott reported that the tranquillity of the .Frontier 
'\ a.1-, so grC'at that he could spare a large proportion of the foree 
under his command for the s<·rv ice of Cape Town ! Against 
measures of this description a Colonial Secretary, having the 
power, would naturally protest. He would have used the same 
privilege when Lord Bathurst was informed. that Newlands 
House fell in consequence of the severity of the weather, when 
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it was notorious that Ncwlands Hom;c fell in consequence of 
having had a ponderous second story added to it, and a still 
more ponderom; roof, when the Foundation and the walh, of 
the simple retreat, which it antecedently waH, were in the 
opinion of all who harl. any knowledge of building inadequate 
to bear any greater weights than that of the Thatched Roof 
which then covered them ! \Vhat ruinouH expenditure woukl 
the right of Protci:,t, so exercised, have prevented ! 

A true and faithful account of what Newland,; haH crn,t 
the .Public since its purchase in 1806 would be a curious and 
useful document to Hubmit to the 8ccretat·y of State ; this 
account woulcl embrace the value of the LamlH granted in 
exchange for it, taken from the Sales of those Lan<l.H Hhortly 
after effected ; it would c>mbracc the value of the Heveral 
portion;; of Land purchased or exchanged to add to Newlands, 
including what arc now the stable;;, which formed a Heparatc 
8state, and the Vineyard recently added to it : it would 
embrace the altcrationH and repair,; effected under Sir David 
Baird, General Grey, and Lord Howden, a,; well as those 
effected by the present Governor, and it would be seen that 
Newland,; has been a constant and increasing source of expencc 
for the hrnt eighteen yearn, to an amount which people in 
general have little id.ca! But to return from this digression: 
it would have been a Secretary's duty to Protest (had the 
right been vested in him) against all instanc<'H of wasteful 
expenditure, and against those acts of illegal violence, which, 
having occurred during tho period in which the Commissioners 
have been resident in the Colony, arc not tll'C(';;sary hl'rc to 
recapitulate. The ad vantage therefore of granting the right 
of Protei,t to the tlecretary to Government will in Home degree 
be apparent from this statement, and it will be for the eonHi­
deration of the Commissioners whether the:,;c advantag('S arc, 
or are not, outweighed by the discord which would be the 
inevitable consequence of the Secretary',; u;;e of this Privilege. 

Liesbeek Cottage, 23rd May 1825. 
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[Original.] 

lnterruyaturics wupo.sed by the Coc\DllSSlONEllS Ol<' INQUIRY tu 
LtEUTENANT COLONEL Bum, and the Replies thereto, on 
lite 18th and 23rcl .Jlay 1825. 

fat. By what authority or upon whose reeonunend.ation 
have the Clerks in the Office of the Secretary to the Uovem­
ment of 1.he Cape of Uood. Hope from time to time been 
appointed/ 

Am,wer. The Uovernor generally approved the recommen­
dation of the SccrPtary to Government for aHsistants in the 
Colonial Ollice. Thl' term AHsistants is her<' m,e<l in place of 
that of Ulerks, it, being the name by which the gentlemen of 
the Colonial Office were formerly <lesignate<l : when they first 
were styled UlNks is not in my recollect.ion, but I use the fir1:1t 
1.t>rm, .. assistant," lwcause it eotTesponds with that used in 
His "lajesty':-; \Varrant. The Seer<'tarie:-; to Government 
alway:-; claimed, undt'r the King's \Varrant, the nomination of 
the as:-;istantH in their Oflice. This claim waH conceded to until 
the return of Lord C. H. Somen;et in December 1821, when 
His Lordship a vowed hi:-; intention of carrying on the Govern­
ment on a different System from the one on which he ha<l. 
antecedently acted, and which (by the way) in his letter to 
me, of which an Extraet is given in the replieH to the Queries 
put 1.o me last Month, he had just before stated " to luive been 
su beneficial tu the Pu&lic;" after this period His Lordship 
claimed the nomination of these appointments and he has 
acted on that claim, to the great impediment of Colonial 
l>Usiness and injury to the Secretariat. ln one of His Lordship's 
Despatches to the Secretary of State Hpcaking of :'.\Ir. Brink, 
lw distinctly says "wlwm I appointed .lssistant Secretury," 
t'vidPntly with a view of establishing his right to that appoint­
ment. The new , 'ystcm, which will be fariher developed· in 
the HU h:-wq ucnt replies, caused. the subversion of or<l.er in the 
tlecrctariat, as well as in all the other branches of the Public 
tkrviee, and pro<l.uced in the general administration that 
Hodge-podgc, which being principally composed. of the four 
lngn•clients pri<l.e, anger, caprice, and resentment, has been 
the i:;ourcc of all the confusion and mismanagement which 
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have disgraced this Colony and Government during the lai-it 
four years. 

2nd. From what class of persons in the Community have 
they been generally selected ? 

Answer. I can only answer this query, as far as relates to 
the System upon which I uniformly acted ; what guided my 
predecessors of course I do not pretend to explain or account 
for; but it is due to my immediate predecessor Mr. Alexander 
to say that ho invariably consulted me on vacancies in the 
office occurring, and uniformly adopted my suggestions in 
filling them up, so that the system I am about to explain as 
mine was acted upon from the year 1808 to the end of the year 
1821. The minor situations under Government were anxiously 
:-;ought for by the heads of the most respectable families for 
their sons or relatives, up to the time when the operation of 
the new spstern began to be felt. The various Offices of Govern­
ment were therefore always filled with respectable and deserving 
young men ; when a vacancy occurred in the Colonial Office, I 
made it my business to find out which among these young 
gentlemen evinced the greatest talent and assiduity, and 
which of them wrote the best hands, and from the result of 
this inquiry l recommended for the vacancy. By this mode 
(which l almost invariably adopted) I filled the Office with 
capable and diligent young men; and attending punctually to 
office hour;; myself I exacted similar attention from others, by 
" ' hich means l formed them to habits of regularity and diligence, 
and they became initiated in all the various routine of Colonial 
duties, so as to be fit in a :;hort time to fill those situations 
throughout the Colony in which gentlemen of trust and talent 
were required, to which l made it my pride and duty to recom­
mend them whenever it was in my power ; and here l beg 
leave to name .Mr. Stoll, now one of the 11cmbers of Council, 
.\lr. Smuti-i, who has under his charge the important trust of 
the Orphan Chamber, Mr. Crozier, who has so long had the 
principal dPpartnwnt in the Government Bank, Mr. Blanc, 
who iH now Deputy Secretary at the Isle of France, Mr. Brink, 
now principal assistant in the Colonial Office, as a few among 
those who were formed under me to the habits and practice of 
public business : men whose acknowledged merit will not be 
disputed or shame the School from which they emanated. 
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Thus I secured efficient men for every branch of the Public 
Service. This system caused a pleasing and manifest emulation 
throughout every part of the civil administration, and it made 
employment in the Colonial Office so anxiously sought for that 
young men from other Departments considered it as promotion 
to be brought into the Colonial Office, altho' the remuneration 
of that office was upon the most parsimonious scale : not so 
has it been since the introduction of the new System. Some 
have actually retired from the Office, others have expressed 
their wish to do so. That Lord Charles Somerset had however 
approved the old system of using the Colonial Office as a school 
to train young men to public business will be seen in one of his 
dispatches to Earl Bathurst where the subject is introduced, 
it is believed to be in the Despatch No. 62. If to have by this 
system secured to His Majesty's Government the services of 
the best hands the Colony afforded; to have softened the 
feelings of a meritorious people, wounded by the Rule of 
Foreigners, which to them we were, and to have established a 
chain of order which it is notorious did not antecedently 
exist, be subject of just pride, I own I feel that pride, and 
I know how deeply the inhabitants lament the change which 
has taken place, by which they find themselves excluded 
from any share in that administration which they, from their 
slender purses, solely and liberally support. It was not 
without considerable mortification therefore that when J 
endeavoured in 1823 to lead to this subject, in speaking of 
the situation of the Senior Assistant, I found myself coarsely 
taunted (in the Hall of the Government House) by the Senior 
Commissioner, with wishing to create to myself influence 
by the mode I alluded to, that of not making the Senior 
Assistantship a permanent situation, which has many incon­
veniences, I know that no such unworthy motive guided me 
tho' I was not unaware that it was of the greatest import­
ance to His Majesty's Service that the Colonial Secretary 
should possess great influence and be respected by the Inhabi­
tants for his industry, probity, and attention to their interests. 
[n this taunt I could not but perceive the workings of the 
same influential spirit which in the first instance induced the 
Commissioners to decide upon not communicating with me 
but through the Governor. 

 

 



270 Rf'rords of thr Capf' Colony. 

3rd. Has the principle of Heniority of appointment or of 
personal merit prevailed in the promotion of the clerks in tlH' 
Secretary's Office ? 

Answer. The principle of seniority has been attended to in 
all the junior branches of AssistaniH, l do not consider it as a 
matter of right, the appointment of the first assistant has noi. 
been guided by seniority; Mr. Cloete was for many years the 
senior of the office, he was twice passed over on account of 
his insufficiency in the English language. 

4th. During the period in which you held the situationH of 
Deputy and Chief 8ecretary had you reason to he HatiHfied 
with the exertion of the persons brought forward as clerks ? 

Answer. Generally speaking I had reason to be safo,fied 
with the exertions of the persons employed in the Colonial 
Office; this however must be said with many qualifications, 
for it is natural to suppose that among the number of young 
persons who were employed therein, in the many years in 
which the Office was under my control, some must have turned 
out less deserving than others. The first set of young men, 
those I found in the office upon taking the duties of it upon 
me, were with some exceptions a very negligent set, and I 
gradually changed them ; in the seventeen years in which I 
had the management of the office I only twice was under the 
necessity of having recourRe to dismissing any of the AsRiRtants, 
the first was one belonging to the first set, for drunkennesH, 
idleness, and di.~honesty ; the other was during the adminis­
tration of Sir Rufane Donkin, after repeated admonitions for 
negligence, idleness, and absenting hinrnelf altogether, tlw 
Assistant 8ecretary had made many eomplaints against th is 
individual, whieh rendered thiH cournc abHolutely necessary, 
but upon the return of Lord Charles Somer;.et and the adoptio11 
of the new systern, this pernon was taken by tlw hand, and h(• 
was ultimately provided for far more• amply than he <'onld 
haYe been in the Colonial OtlicP, and such was tht> anxiPty to 
provide for him that the privileges of 1 he Burgher f::lmaiP ,~en· 
brokPn through to effpet, it. Thus wNe industry and subordi­
nation in 1 he Colonial Department un<lcrmi ned ; the gentknwn 
soon found that the road to promotion no longer depended on 
their induHtry, but in the neglect of their duticH to the Colonial 
fkcretary and in setting him at tkfiance, such was th<' rc·sult of 
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this part of the New System; but perhaps some of the Governor's 
old system may have been mixed up with it, for the person 
alluded to was nearly connected with one of the greatest 
Horsedealers in the Colony, and himself as Agent for another, 
had J believe been a customer at Newlands. I had great 
cause of complaint against another Individual put into the 
Office by the Governor, whom notwithstanding his idleness 
and incapacity [ was not permitted to remove. These anec­
dotes arP requisite to 0lucidate tlw merits of the two systems. 

5th. Did you find that they were sufficiently numerous for 
carrying on the business of the Office ? 

Answer. As long as industry and assiduity continued to he 
patronised, and the emulation before alluded to was kept in a 
state of excitement, the ordinary assistance in the office ,ms 
found to be sufficient ; after the introduction of the N e1r 
System, it was far otherwise, and for the last two yearn of my 
Secretaryship I could not get the duties of the Office performed 
at all to my satisfaction, much was behind hand, since I have 
left the office three additional hands have been taken into it. 

6th. Has the inadequacy of their remuneration ever been 
the subject of complaint to yourself ; and has it ever been 
represented to the Governor ? 

Answer. The inadequacy of the remuneration of the 
ARsistants in the Government Offices has been frequently 
subject of remorn,trance, and I very frequently brought that 
subject before the Governor. The smallness of the pay 
granted to the assistants in the Colonial Office was less matter 
of complaint on tht'ir parts than on those of the other Offict's 
of Uovernmrnt., the assistants in the Colonial Office' looked 
forward to promotion in the Civil Service, and their industry 
and merit generally obtained it, this compensated them for tht' 
smallnesH of tlH' immediate remurn,ration. 

7Lh. Were any and ,~hich of them Rworn to secrecy upon 
rcc<'iving tllC'ir appointments ? 

AnswPr. It, was not originally customary to swear the 
A,sistants to secrecy, I however dirPeted it to he done generally. 
J do not think that instruction was regularly enforced, and l 
own I wa-; not inclined to press it., it was well known that each 
person < mploye<l in i he otticc was hound to secrecy ; if honour 
was not a sufficirnt tic, an oath would not have restrained 
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those who might think proper to speak of what was going on; 
under that impression I was always averse from calling on 
individuals to swear : official oaths are too slightly attended 
to, to an instance of ·which I called your attention in the 
replies I lately sent you. 

8th. Upon what authority either of the Dutch or BritiRh 
Governments have the instruments of transfer of real property 
and the Registers of Mortgages and Bonds been executed and 
deposited in the Office of the Chief Secretary ? 

Answer. The solution of this question will be found on 
examination of the Dutch Records, I had a minute on the 
subject, but it is with the mass of my paperR not at present in 
my possession. The authority however under which the 
system was established was Dutch, and it was made to assimi­
late to the practice of Holland, where deeds of thiH kind are 
passed before the Aldermen. (Schepenen.) 

9th. Is it your opinion that it is more Pxpedimt that thiR 
important duty should be performed in the Office of the C'hief 
Secretary than made a distinct Branch of administration, or 
attached to the Judicial DepartmPnt ? 

Answer. It would seem at :firRt Hight to he- immaterial 
whether the important duties embraced by the Registry of 
Transfer, Mortgages, and other "prceferent BondR," be pn­
formed in the Office of the Chief Secretary, or made a distinct 
Branch of the administration, the accuracy of the RegiHters 
being the point which constitutes the value to the Public of 
the System ; but the transaction of this business under the 
eye of the first civil servant of the Government, with the 
formalities at present in use, impresseH the Parties with }t due 
sense of the importance of the transactions in which they are 
e,mcerned ; in this view of the question l Hhould hesita'te in 
recommending an alteration; the preHent mode of effecting 
these objects, though formal and accurate, is not inconvenient 
or troublesome to the parties, it is, as all matters of this kind 
ought to be, plain and Rimple, so that each one who ]urn 
busineRs to transact readily understandH what pa8H('H, 1m•vious 
to his being required to affix his name- to documentH whi<"h 
are to involve him in responsibility. 

10th. Are you of opinion that it would he expedient to give 
any increased facility in the transfers of real property in the-
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('xecuic them before the Landdrosb, / 

\rnswer. 1 should hesitate in answering ihi:-; query in the 
aflirnrntive, hPcau,;e unleHR this duty i:-; carried on immediately 
under the eye of the Chirf Officer of Oovernment, it may easily 
be c·o1weived that inaccuracy would creep into the Registry 
Department. The Landdrosts' duties are moreover already 
V<'l'Y extcn,;ive, HO much so that, if they attend to them with 
precision, they can have no time to spare. To add to those 
dutie:-; by placing those Registers under their charge would be 
to risk the high value they arc of at the present moment. The 
mode in which partie:-; residing in the Country effect at present 
all theH(' objects. by transmitting Procurations to Cape Tmvn, 
i:-; one which afford:-; C'very nC('C'ssary facility, and it is one also 
of very trifling expence. lt might p<'rhaps be praeti~able to 
cause the \\llOl<' of the Trarn,fer of a district to be transmitted 
through the Secretary of that District to the Di,;trict Agent in 
Cape Town, by which a registry in thP Country might also be 
formed without interfering with the Registers of Cape Town ; 
this plan would have some advantages, inasmuch as the know­
ledge of all these transactions would be thereby secured in the 
District., as well as in the principal Office, but I doubt much 
whether withdrawing any part of the Registry from the prin­
cipal Office would not be attended with serious disadvantages 
to the Public generally. 

11th. Are you aware of any inconvenience that has arisen 
from the practice hitherto observed of executing the Transfers 
in Cap<' Town ? 

Answer. The facilit.y with which the old Colonists are in 
the hahit of transacting all these matters induces me to say 
that I am not aware of any inconvenience arising from the 
pre:-;cnt practice ; to newcomers it may at first seem trouble• 
Honie, but a little inquiry :,:;oon enables them to fall into the 
Colonial arrangements. 

(Signed) C. Brnv. 

l' 
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Letter from the SE<.JRETARY TO GovER MENT to R. \V1L:t110'l' 

HORTON, ESQR!l:. 

COLONIAL OF~'IOE, CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, ~4 l,f(t!f 18i.:i . 

Sm,- I am directed by His Excellency the Governor to 
transmit to you under a flying seal, a letter He has authorised 
me to write to The Agent of this Colony for the supply of a 
Clock for each of the Churches in the Capitals of the Country 
Districts in the Interior and two Bells for the Church in 
Albany, and J have to request that you would be good enough 
to submit the same to Earl Bathurst and should His Lordship 
be pleased to sanction this measure that the letter may be 
forwarded on to Mr. Courtenay. 

His Excellency re<]uests in the latter case that Earl Bathurst 
will decide whether this Expence should be borne by the 
Districtf, or whether it should fall on the Colonial Government. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) RlCHARD PLASKET, Secretary to Government. 

' Copy.] 

Letter /rom the Landdrosl of Stellenboscll lo lite 
Uommissioners of Enquiry. 

L .tNDlHlOST' s On' lUE, STELLENUO!SIJH, 1,tay i4th 18i.:i. 

G.1<~N'l'LE:\1.1rn,- I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your circular of the 5th ultimo, by which you request me 
•· to prepare and to transmit to you a detailed statement of 
the taxes levied at the opgaaf of the current year, the rate of 
assessment under the ordinary heads of taxation, and of t•xtra­
ordinary assessment und<>r each head ; s1wc:ifying the authority 
under which the latter has been levied ; " and further n•quest­
ing " that this statement may be accompanied with an ex­
planation of the mode in which the asseRsments are proportioned 
to the property and establishment of each inhabitant of this 
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district, in case Ruch a mode of assessment shall have obtained 
in it." 

{n answer to which, I beg leave to state that the taxes at the 
opgaaf of the current year arc levied agreeable to the 15th 
article of the proclamation of tlw 1st April 1814, according to 
which proclamation the extraordinary taxeR are also regulated, 
with the exception, however, of an assesRment on the produce 
of hay, which, according to a representation made to that 
effect by the board, was sanctioned by government letter 
dated 14th August 1818. 

The rate of ordinary assessment for the current year, under 
the authoritieH herebefore cited, is levied and proportioned to 
the property and establishment of each individual, as follows:-

/lead Money: 

"\ll hca<ls of families, mL'll an<l women: all men above sixteen, 
and all women abo,·e twenty years of age, per hca<l. Rds. 2~ 

Cattle: 

Eaeh hea<l of black cattle 
,, saddle or waggon horse. 
,, breeding horse 
,, 25 sheep, goats or pig;; . 

Each muid of wheat 
rye. 
barley 
oats 

l◄'or every 100 lbs. of hay 
Each leaguer of wine 

brandy . 

Produce: 

8tiv. 
2 
4 
2 
(j 

2 
2 
2 
2 
1 

1G 
36 

,\ml tinally, from those having any other incoruc, either from 
otli<·P, professions. tradr, eommcrce, slave hire, or other 
sources of a life interest, ( aceording to a classification signed 
by the parties thcruselvcs,) three fourths per cent upon their 
income, pursuant to a public notification of the burgher senate, 
elated 6th ,July 1814, under the sanction of government. 

With regard to the extraordinary assessments, or taxes 
levied under the authority of the aforesaid proclamation of 

1' 2 
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tlw 1st of April 181 1, l lll'g to oln,ervc that tlwy eousisL Ill 

the following; viz. 

• (,1) Commando Tax. 
(b) Contributions for waggon:-,, horHl'S , &l'. l'l'<1uin,d for the 

public service of government ; and, 
(c) Contribution for premiu1rn; paid by the di:-;tril'i tn•a:-;ury 

for the destroying of vermin or other noxiow, animals, which 
last-mentioned a:-;sessment, however, came only in foree sinec 
the publication of the government proclamation of the ~nth 
,July 1814, in the last clam;c of which this assessment has been 
legalized. 

·with respect to the manner in whieh the cxtrnordinaty 
assessments are proportionrd to the property and eHtabfo,hmcnt 
of each inhabitant, I further beg leave to say, that the mo1:,l 
scrupulous attention to the sixteenth article of the aforcHaid 
proclamation of the 1st of April 1814, has alwayH been paid 
by the board of landdrost and heemraden, it having been 
customary from the date of the aforesaid proclamation, that 
in the ordinary monthly meeting of August of each year, a 
calculation is made of the amount wanted to defray the extra­
ordinary expenditure aR sanctioned by the regulations here­
bPforc cited ; according to which, every individual i8, in 
proportion to what he ha8 paid in the ordinary asRessment, 
taxed; and thus the amount of the whole sum required is 
found. If now, for instance, the ordinary assessment amounts 
to one third or one fourth less than the sum wanted for the 
extraordinary taxes, then of course the asseHsment of every 
individual's ordinary tax is augmented with one third or one 
fourth, and so in proportion. 

The assessment in 1824 has, however, been augmented with 
a sum of Rds. 1,000, to defray the expenseH of the purchaHe of 
the buildings for tl10 new public offices and :-;lave school, and 
·which sum is to he levied annually until this l'xpcnsc shall be 
paid off, due authority for the same having been granted to 
the board by government letter, bearing date 11th Septcmbct· 
1823. 

In conclusion, I beg to observe, that except the above­
mentioned taxes, no others are levied, except a tax for the 
church of Swartland, as authorized in the 18th and 19th 
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articles of the aforesaid proclamation of the 1st of April 1814; 
which church tax, however, is only paid by the proprietors of 
places and erven, situated within the parochial jurisdiction of 
the said church. 

Hoping herewith to have complied with your wiRhes, [ have 
the honour to remain, &c. 

(Signrd) D. YAN RYNEYELD, Landdrost. 

[Original.] 

LPtler from }1R. D. P. FRANCIS to EARL BATHURST . 

. ; ,Ji,:,•~•iti,:Ys 8Tnggr, KF.~TISH Tow~, 
LONDO~, },lay 24th 182,j. 

)[y LoRD,--Tmperious nece:-;sity compels me to adopt a 
form of addressing your Lordship as opposite to my wishes as 
it is humiliating to my feelings, but placed in the situation 
which I am arising out of such circumstances as :,et forth in 
my Memorial to your Lordship Dated the 16th of last Month, 
will I humbly trust plead my apology for appealing to your 
Lordship on this occasion by drawing your Lordship's attention 
to the subject and prayer of that :Memorial, much of which 
can be Rupported by Sir Rufane Donkin and Henry ElliR E,;q. 
who are now I understand in Town. 

[n Rubmitting the Memorial alluded to, to your Lordship , T 
refrained from introducing anything but a mere statement of 
Occurrences and forbore troubling your Lordship with many 
very seriou,; grievances l could with gren.t justice have com­
plained of in the Colonial Government of the Cape. 

1 de,;cribed without hesitation to your Lordship the situation 
1.he t-ffects of the Circumstance,; contained in my }Icmorial h.1d 
placed me, namely being left totally without the means -of 
Hupporting myself and wife. 

And that Situation has now my Lord become of so serious a 
natmC' aH to eall for immediate relief, and if your Lordship 
Hhould dtem my claims upon Government inadmissible (wliic-11 
I cannot antieipate) tlw only alternative open to nw is an 
appt-al to thmw Laws for an l'llHllltipation uf d<'bts \\ hi<·li I 
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shall be able to shew I have not the power to discharge from 
loss of Property occasioned by circumstances over which I had 
not the power to avert. 

It is not without mature deliberation and great reluctance 
My Lord that I have ventured to lay before your Lordship my 
real Situation, which is that of being totally destitute, resulting 
from those Circumstances mentioned in my l\f emorial. 

I therefore solicit your Lordship will be pleased to make 
Inquiries of Sir Rufane Donkin and Henry Ellis Esqre. who 
are acquainted with so much of the matter stated in that 
:Memorial as I trust will convince your Lordship of the justice 
of my Claim, even if the Commissioners of Inquiry's report 
shall not have been received, under this impression I beseech 
your Lordship will be pleased to afford me that relief which I 
stand so much in need of, and which nothing but the moRt 
urgent necessity would have induced me to solicit by an 
appeal to your Lordship at this time and in such a form as the 
present. I have &c. 

(Signed) D. P. FRANCIS. 

[Copy.] 

Letter from Mr .. J. A. TuLLEKEN to Jo1rn GREGORY, ESQRJ<,. 

\VORCESTER, '24th May 1825. 

Srn,- I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 20th Inst. requesting me to lose no time in repairing 
to Cape Town and attending at your Office in order to be 
examined upon the subject of the Boundaries of .Mr. Parker's 
Land, and am sorry to state in reply thereto that illneHs 
prevents me from attending to your request immediately. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) J. A. TULLEKEN. 
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[Original.] 

Report of the CoM.:.II8SIONERS OF INQUIRY to EARL BATHURST 

npon the Address of the Principal Settlers in the Albauy 
Distrfrt. 

CAPE TowN, CAN~ OF Goon HoPE, 2:5th .',fay 18~.i. 

:\Iy LoRn,-Previous to our departure for the Country 
Districts, we had the honor to receive Your Lordship's Despatch 
of the 25th June 1823, transmitting an Address that had been 
forwarded to Your Lordship on the part of the English Settlers 
in the District of Albany ; and in our Letter to Your Lordship 
of the 2nd June 1824, WP explained the circumstances that 
occasioned us to postpone the execution of Your Lordship's 
f nstructions to us to report upon the allegations contained 
in it. 

Having subsequently furnished the Governor with the in­
formation necpssary to enable him to meet the several points 
referred to in the Address, and which might appear to him to 
require explanation, we received from His Lordship a Statement 
of the Heveral observations which occurred to him to make 
upon a perusal of the information collected by us, as wPll aR 

of the Address of the Settlers. 
The measures that were at that time in progress for thi.> 

adjustment of the claims of the several Parties were expected 
to lead to the removal of some of the principal grounds of 
complaint that had been urged ; and the changes that hav<' 
been the result of the late visit of His Excellency the Governor 
to the new Settlement which was undertaken with the object of 
giving effect to the recommendations of the officer who was 
deputed to investigate the Claims of the Settlers, has been 
followed by that improvement in the prospects of the Settle­
ment which was to have been expected from the attention of 
the general and local authorities to its interests. 

ln the review that we have therefore taken of the complairts 
that were embodied in the Address of the Settlers, we have 
traced the progress of the Settlement from the arrival of the 
EmigrantH to the latest period to which our information has 
extended, and with reference to the allusions in the Address 
to the policy pursued by the Colonial Government in relation 
to the Caffre Tribes, we have entered into some general c-x-
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planatiom;, with a view to meet Your Lordship's InstructionR 
that we should afford the most ample information respecting 
the policy which had dictated ib; measures. 

\Ve have now the honor to submit to Your Lordship, the 
result of the inquiries that were pursued. hy us during our 
residence in the Albany District, and. of the information W<' 

have subsequently received or collected upon the several 
points contained in the Address, and upon which our opinion 
has been required. 

On the receipt of advices from Your Lordship in the Month 
of November 1819, that a large Body of British Settlers were 
about to be sent to this Colony in pursuance of the Address 
voted by the House of Commons, His Excellency the Governor 
Lord Charles Somerset caused instructions to be addressed to 
the Landdrost or Magistrate of Uitenhage, the District in 
which the Lands of Albany were situated, to direct a Survey 
to be made of certain Tracts deemed eligible for the emigrant. 
Settlers. These Lands, which had formerly been designated 
the Zuureveld, and were bounded by the Great Fish River on 
the North, and the Bushman's River in the District of Uitenhage 
on the South and \Vest, comprehended that Tract of Country 
which had received the name of Albany. A belief in the great 
fertility of these Lands would appear to have extensively 
prevailed, and in a Despatch addressed hy Lord Charles 
Somerset to Your Lordship representing the advantages and 
discouragements that might attend the Establishment of 
European Emigrants in that Country, it is described as the 
most fertile of the Divisions that were likely to command an 
outlet for their produce from the Eastern Coast of the' Colony. 

By the Dutch Colonists, tlH' Lancb of the Zuun•vcld we;·<' 
considered to contain good pasturage fm Cattle ; hut, thP 
absence of periodical Rains which fertilize the Provinces on 
the Western side of the Colony, and tlH' difficulty of irrigating 
the Land by leading out the Streams and RivPrs, (running in 
deep Ravines or Kloofs) induced the· hclid that they WNC' h·ss 
adapted for cultivation. The general appearanc•e of thP 
Country and the fine natural Herbage with which it is doathPd 
during a great part of the yPar, contributNl greatly to confirm 
the prevailing opinion of its fprtilit_v, aH well as of i1H <'apiwity 
for rparing ancl maintaining ('att 1P. 
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Lord Charles Somerset proceeded to England in January 
1820, and was succeeded in the charge of the Government by 
Major General Sir Rufane Donkin. The Transports with the 
first Settlers arrived at the Cape in March 1820 ; and as the 
Season was advancing, no delay occurred in forwarding them 
to their destination. At Algoa Bay an arrangement had been 
made for their conveyance to the places of location by \Vaggon,,, 
the charge for which was afterwards remitted to the Settlern, 
and they were supplied with Provisions and such Stores as 
they immediately required. Instructions were also given for 
locating the Parties upon the Lands that had been surveyed 
by direction of Lord Charles Somerset. Altho' these Instruc­
tions were addressed to the Landdrost of the District of 
Uitenhage, the execution of them more immediately devolved 
upon the Deputy Landdrost who resided at Graham's Town. 
and who met and conducted the Parties to the Lands respec­
tively allotted to them. 

Major General Sir Rufane Donkin repaired to the Frontier 
about this time, and with a disposition to promote the interests 
of the Settler:-; and the intentions of His :Majesty's Government, 
would appear to have entered into the sanguine views which 
the emigrant Settlers themselves entertained, and which served 
to animate their exertion:;. 

The Settlers immediately applied themselves to the erection 
of their Habitations and to the tillage of their Lands, con­
tinuing to subsist upon full Rations that were ordered to be 
supplied to them by the Commissariat ; having in the firnt 
instance received a , upply for two 1ionths, which they carried 
with them to their LocationR. 

Although the whole of the Settlers were divided into partiPs 
undpr certain recognizPd Hea<lR, it may b(' neep,;sary to observe 
to Your Lord:ship that the partieH accepting the Condition:-; 
upon which His l\fajeRty'H Government had undertaken to 
promote Emigration to the Cap<.', were compo,;ecl of two 
de:-;criptionH of Settlers ; thoHP that were hirPd as Servants to 
tlw Head of the Party, who advanced for them the Sums 
n•c1uirecl to be deposited in consickrution of their services ut 
<'ertain rate:-; for limited periods, and thosP who advanced their 
own deposits, and associated undt>r a nominal Hl'ad or Agent 
who in smn<' instam•p,i was paid by th<' Party fol' the trouble 
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devolving upon him. In parties of the first description, the 
Land was assigned to the Master, and the labour of the Servants 
was generally applied under the engagements to which they 
had severally subscribed. In Parties of the second description 
a subdivision of the Land was made by agreement among 
themselves. 

The Boundaries of the Locations that were generally defined 
by the survey that had been made, were directed to be pointed 
out by the Local Magistrate assisted by the Surveyor ; tho' 
they were not finally determined until a subsequent period, 
when a Survey was made of the several Allotments, according 
to which the Grants were afterwards drawn out. 

In the Parties composed of hired ServantB, diHputes had 
early arisen. Tempted by the high Wages of labour to be 
obtained, impatient of the restraint, and dis:;atii:;fied with 
the terms of their contracts and in some instanceH with thP 
treatment they received from their Masters, the SPrvants 
endeavoured to recede from their engagements ; and mutual 
complaints were urged to the Magistrate, and by him to the 
Government. 

A Proclamation had been published in the Year 1797, which 
enjoined that persons who required to remove beyond the 
District in which they were domiciliated, should be furnished 
with PasBportH from the Office of the Secretary to Government. 
The object of it had been to provide in a time of War for tlw 
apprehension of Military Deserters and of :Foreigners whose 
allegiance might be doubtful. Jn consequence of the irnmb­
ordination of the articled Servants, a Proclamation was i:;sucd 
by Sir Rufane Donkin in May 1820, in which it was declared 
that Colonial Passports would not in fut me be granted to 
Settlers of this deHcription except with tlw consent of their 
Employers and on a mutual agreement to dissolve tlwir 
Engagements ; and the District Authorities were directed to 
arrest all Settlers who were found wandering about without 
Passes, and who were made liable to the pcnalti(•s under the 
Proclamation of l 797. 

It has been observed by Lord Charles Somerset that the 
l\lagistrates might have been referred for their guidance to a 
Law that had been passed by His Lordship in tho year 1818, 
and which defines the relation between i\laster and Servant ; 
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and as this Law originated in disputes of a similar kind that 
had arisen in Parties emigrating from Europe; and as it 
prescribed the Penalties by which their reciprocal engagements 
were to be upheld, we conceive that its enforcement would 
have induced a similar observance of the relative duties of 
Masters and Servants in the Parties that were so constituted. 

From the disposition early evinced by many of the Settlers 
in Albany to seek employment in other parts of the Colony, a 
restriction was also imposed upon those who were free from 
Engagements of Service, and who were to be retained on 
their location by the obligation of obtaining Passports from 
the Colonial Office. This restriction was enforced at a later 
period by the enactment of a Law requiring that all British 
Settlers belonging to tlw District of Albany absent without 
Passes should be sent back to their Locations, and in pur uanre 
of this enactment, some Mechanics who were not under engage­
ments in Albany were compelled to relinquish profitable 
employments they had entered into beyond the District, and 
were ordered back to their Location which they had quitted 
upon an alleged inability to support their Families by remaining 
on it. 

The Deputy Landdrost continued to reside at Graham's 
Town, a Station that had been judiciously chosen by the late 
Colonel Graham for the Head Quarters of the Troops employed 
in the defence of the Frontier against the Caffres. As the 
Seat of the Local Magistracy it was not ineligible : but it was 
less conveniently situated for the emigrant Settlers than the 
other Inhabitants of the District who were more generally 
provided with the means of conveyance. 

To remove the inconvenience felt by the Settlers, and to 
provide for the numerous cases of dispute and complaint that 
had arisen amongst them, the Acting Governor appointed a 
Provisional Magistrate with instructions to make a circuit of 
the Locations, anti ultimately to establish himself in the 
Township of Bathurst, a situation that would appear to have 
been chosen by the Acting Governor in the midst of the Loca­
tions, and about eight miles from the :\Iouth of the Kowie 
River, where a Port was expected to be opened, and which 
was afterwards successfully explored. 

The Acting Governor having effected these arrangenwnts. 
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left the Albany District, and soon after hii-; departure, some 
changes were directed by him to he made in the Locations, 
which occasioned the removal of Rome of the Parties from the 
Lands first assigned to them, and after they had made sonw 
progress in the labours of Settlement. An lnstruution was 
addressed to the Landdrost by the Acting Governor in thr 
month of .June to remove certain partioo from the Lands on 
which th~y had been first established, to make room for Major 
General Campbell who was expected to arrive with a Party of 
four hundred Highland Families. The largest of these Parties, 
and which was considered to be one of the most united and 
industrious, consisted of Ninety Six Heads of Families ; and 
altho' General Campbell eventually brought with him only 
ten Servants, which entitled him to 1000 Acres, this location 
estimated at 10,000 acres was nevertheless assigned to him 
and since his death also continued partly to be occupied by 
his Widow, and a part was included in a Grant to Mr. Nourse. 

The removal of these parties was followed by the disturbance 
of others. The Boundaries of Locations originally ill defined 
became subject to dispute. The arrangements made by one 
Magistrate were superseded or neglected by his Successor ; 
and as the Surveyor proceeded without specific Instructions to 
delineate the Boundaries, the Grants that were made out upon 
his Survey were the occasion of further disputes ; the labourH 
of some Settlers having proved after much i-;m-ipensc to have 
been bestowed upon Lands granted to others. 

After the supply of subsistence for two months had bcC'n 
exhausted, the issue of full Rations by the Commissariat was 
continued to all the Parties on account of the Sums held in 
deposit. Some of the Heads of Parties applied for the Repay­
ment of these Sums, alleging that they eould snhsist their 
people more economically; the applieation was at the tinH' 
rejected by the Acting Governor, hut in July notice waH giwn 
to the CommiHsariat that Lists would be furnished, to cnabh, 
individuals to receive the second instalment, the first having 
been paid. An intimation was however given in August by 
the Commissariat Officer in Grnham'H Town that tlw Heeond 
and 'rhird Instalments had lH'en nearly exhausted hy the 
is~me of Rations, Seed Corn, and StoreH ; and on thP reeom­
nwndation of thP Lo<"al '.\TagiHt rate, dir<'d ionH \\'l't(' given by 
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OH· , \ctiug UoVl'rnor thaL t,hc RationH Hhould IH' contimwd 
unLil after tlw ernming Harv('HL The Grounch; upon which 
t.lw Ac-ting <lov('rnm· had :,;anctiorwd the further iHRLLC WNP 

explained in a Circular to the HeadH of ParLi('s, adviHing them 
that t-lw AccounL would he dosed with the year 1820, and that 
all future issue,; would lw made upon payment. Notwith­
:-;landing the in:-;truction:-; to t,hiH pffect it would not appear 
that any Rations were paid for, even by those \\ho were 
r·c>ceiving \Vage:,;; or that the isHucH ,n·re withhckl from thP 
idle. It waH however suhi-;equcnUy Htated as the opinion of 
the Acting Uovernor t haL "thc aid of Rations had cneouragcd 
iclle1wss, and cam,C'd inattention to procuring food." This 
opinion was declared in a letter from the Colonial Sc•crctar,v 
\\ rittcn in November 1821, eighteen l\lonths after the tir:-;L 
iHHUl'. and upon the oceasinn of ordering a gratuitous distribu­
l ion of Hice; and it aceompanied a peremptory i1rntrudion 
t,hat aid :-;hould not be afforded lo :mch as were not usefully 
employed. 

The Ration Account \\ hieh waH ordered to be finally do;;ed 
on the 31st Dec. 1821, exhibited a debt against the Settler:-;, 
amounting to 264,44-7 Rixdollars, or at the average rates of 
Exchange to £19,8:33 ~ Sterling. .Although the failure of two 
successive \\rheat Crops may have justified the continued 
assistance of Government to those who were incapable of 
earning a subsistence by their labour, it is sufficiently apparent 
that the Rations were too indiscriminately bestowed and in 
many instances improvidently applied. The Control of 
:'.\Iasters over their Servants was weakened and the industry 
of the Servants relaxed. Case. occurred in which Labourers 
were hired and subsisted upon the Rations, and others in 
which discharged Servanhi were rationed on account of the 
.\laster who had lost their Services. In most cases the security 
of Penions was taken for the repayment of the Rations, whose 
n·soun·es were already exhausted, or whose means had never 
Pnahled them to contemplate a discharge of the debt. In tlic 
Parties that were free from Engagements of Service, the 
distribution of full Rations operated as a premium to idleness, 
hy which the price of Labour was enhanced in the District. 
The employment that was open to the :\Iechanics and Labourers 
might have diverted them from their Agricultural pursuits, 
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but they would have ceased to be dependant on the public 
support. Indeed some who abandoned their Locations have 
returned with augmented resources, while most of those who 
remained to be subsisted have been eventually impoverished. 

The gratuitous issue of Rice to the Settlers in aid of subsis­
tence after the failure of 1821, may justly be appealed to in 
support of the conclusion that considerable part of the former 
charge might have been saved with advantage even to the 
Settlers themselves ; as many possessed Cattle, and a8 they 
were enabled to rai:-e vegetables, especially Potatoes, and 
might with great advantage have resorted at an earlier period 
to the cultivation of Indian Corn. 

lf the Second and Third Imitalments of Deposit had lwcn 
repaid at the stipulated periods and gratuitous supplies only 
afforded in cases of urgent distress much waste and profusion 
would have been prevented; Stock might have been purchased 
and preserved and a spirit of industrious independance incul­
cated. It must be admitted however that a considerable part 
of the debt has been contracted for Stores and implements 
of Husbandry supplied to the Parties when they first arrived; 
and that the emergency being unforeseen may have led to the 
precipitation of measures which were prompted by the humane 
anxiety of the Colonial Government to administer effectual 
relief. 

The policy of controlling the .Mechanics and Labourers in 
their inclination to seek employment where high \Vages could 
be obtained might well be doubted, when the subsistence of 
them at the Public expencc became the only alternative, and 
by persisting in it thro' consecutive years of failure. 

The 'ettlers who adhered to their Locations have acquired 
a claim to some relief under a debt cont1actcd in support of 
the original views of the Oovcmmeni, while tlw recovery of it 
from the majority who have resigned their Lands and a.re 
dispersed throughout the Colony would be not only precarious 
but impracticable. 

The measures of the Acting Uovcrnor in providing for the 
Local Admini8tration led to the Appointment in September 
1820 of a Special .:\1agistracy at Bathurst and of a Court- for 
the trial of Petty offences at Graham's Town. In the following 
Month it was proclaimed that a permanent Scat of Magistracy 
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wai,; to be erected in Albany, and that the Chief Place and 
Seat of Magistracy should be at the new Town of Bathurst. 
This change had been preceded by the C'nlargement of the 
.Fun0tions of certain Heemraden or Membern of the District 
CourtH, who received ·warrants to act as Local Magistrates in 
the cognizance of minor Offences and Disputes on the Locations. 
The Courts of Landdrost and Heemraden had also been 
directed to be held once in every two Months, the Sessions 
having before been Quarterly. 

The Establishment of Bathurst on whatever grounds objec­
tionable as a Seat of Magistracy for the new District, had 
certainly given encouragement to the Settlers. It afforded a 
11arkct for their produce ; and the erection of Public and 
Private Buildings gave t'mployment to many l\Iechanics and 
Labourers at a convenient dist1-nce from their Locations. The 
Grant to the Settlers of Erven or Building Allotments, and 
the purchase by competition of others, led to the erection 
of several Houses and Cottages which amounted to Thirty of 
variom; descriptions, when the Seat of Magistracy was per­
manently established at Graham's Town. There can be no 
doubt that the prospect of Bathurst becoming the residence 
of the Chief Magistrate, which had been publicly proclaimed, 
had encouraged many of the Emigrants to settle there, and 
that the possession of some material advantages gave facility 
to its progress, as the vicinity to the outlet of the Kowie 
River made it convenient for Trade. These advantages have 
bePn in a principal degree compensated to the Settlers at large 
by the recent .Establishment of a Village at the Mouth of the 
Kowie River; and if the removal of the Public Establishment 
from Bathurst had been less abrupt, if the subordinate l\fagis­
tracy appointed to reside there had been confirmed, and the 
fu1wtionH pn'served that had been specially vested in certain 
~lPmhers of the District Court, and lastly if Homc compensation 
had bC'cn made for the loss of time and Capital that the Change 
occasiorwd to Individuals, aH was done in the eal:lc of Home 
Oflicial ~ervants by tlH' grant of Building Allotments in 
Uraham's Town, and lately in less favoured situations to some 
of the :\1cchanics, we arc dispoHed to think that the Settlers 
genPrally would not lrnvr hecn cfo1satiRfied with the subsequent 
arrangc'ment made by Lord Charles Somerset, which reunited 
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the Civil and Military 1£,;tabfoihments in a situation chm,eu 
for the defence of the position, and central for the Civil 
Administration of the District at large. 

IL may be observed however that the neue,;siLy for imnw­
cliately erecting the Sub-Magistracy of Albany in a ,;eparatc 
Provincial jurisdiction had become les,; apparent after the 
provisions that had expressly been made with a view to meet 
the pressure of business occasioned by the influx of new 
1::Jettlers; and although the measure may have been eventually 
recommended by considerations of general and Colonial Policy, 
there was no immediate benefit resulting from them which 
would compensate for the great additional expense that it 
imposed ; while the relinquishment of Bathurst was felt as a 
positive check to the prospects of the new SettlementR. 

When Lord Charles Somerset left the Colony in 18 L !), the 
Landdrost of Uitenhage had been directed to prepare for the 
reception of the Settlers, and after their arrival the active 
duty of locating them chiefly devolved on the Deputy Land­
drost of Graham's Town. The Magisterial duties were further 
provided for by the Establishment formed at Bathurst in 
May 1820. The appointment therefore of a Chief Magistrate 
in October following, who was also charged with the functions 
of Commandant upon the Frontier, was not calculated to 
provide for the increase of business that the new Settlement 
occasioned. 

The alternatFJ Sessions of the Provincial Court at Graham's 
Town and Bathurst contemplated by the Acting Governor, 
was an inconvenient arrangement, and even had the local 
Magistracy been ultimately established at Bathurst, as would 
appear to have been the intention of the Acting Governor, the 
union of the Civil and Military Authorities would have been 
utterly incompatible with the separation of their respective 
Stations. 

When Lord Charles Somerset returned to the Colony, the 
Public Buildings at Bathurst were in a state of some forward­
ness ; and those that appertained to the Sub-Magistracy at 
Graham's Town were still entire; and admitting the correctness 
of the view that His Lordship had taken of the expediency of 
reuniting the Civil and Military Stations, we are disposed to 
think, that until objects of more immediate moment to the 
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wt'lfarc of the Settlers had hecn provided for, a competent 
Establishment might have been formed at each Station without 
any material augmentation of expense, and with greater con­
venience to the different orders of Inhabitants, than by sus­
pending the Petty FunctionarieH, and concentrating the whole 
Establishment at Graham's Town, which has heen eventually 
productive of so great an addition of expense in the Public 
Buildings that were commenced after this measure had been 
adopted. 

According to an account that has been rendered to us, the 
aggregate Amount that had been expended on Public Buildings 
at Bathur:-;t at the period of the change, was 24,173 Rixdollars; 
and tlw disbur·sementR upon the E,;tabliHhment subsequently 
formed at Ura,ham'H Town a.mounted to 114,898 Rixdollars, 
and a further Sum of 19,500 Rixdollan, was eRtimated to be 
!'<'quired for the completion of the Magistrate's House, and 
o:l, 770 Rixdollars for the erection of a Church. The expense 
attending t,he erection of the various Buildings connected with 
a Seat of :\lagistracy having been the reason assigned for 
rt'moving the l~stablishment from BathurRt, we are justified in 
concluding that the Public economy, no less than the con­
venience of Individuals would have been consulted by a 
progressive, rather than an abrupt removal. 

lt may be admitted however that the extensive Public 
WorkH that have been undertaken at Graham's Town have 
provided employment for many emigrant Settlers ; and altho' 
1,ho cfo;sipation that prevails amongst the labouring Classes at 
Uraham'H Town (which is a principal Military Station) may 
have been injuriouH to Rome, the high \Vages they continue to 
receive have afforded very ample provision for many families 
that were reduced to much distress on their Locations. 

In tho Hecond viHit of the Acting Governor to the new 
St>ttlementH in l\lay 1821, experience had proved the inadequacy 
of the Lamh; assig,wd to the Settlers. His opinion was state~ 
to the Surveyor that most of the Locations would require to 
be <'nlarged, and numerom, applications for additional Land 
were' met by the promises of Lhe Acting Governor that the 
locations of those who were indu trious should be extended . 

In a. liHt of ~Iemorials that wne referred to the Local l\fagis­
trate it was stated by him aH an Established principle that 100 
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Acres per Man were insufficient ; and that the locations of 
industrious and united Parties ought to be extended. lt has 
also been explained to us by the late Colonial Secretary that it 
was in the contemplation of Sir Rufane Donkin to have attached 
considerable tracts of Grazing Land to all the principal Loca­
tions, and to some of the smaller ones. It was doubtless the 
intention of the Acting Governor to have realized the expec­
tations that were thus held out ; but from the period of his 
return to Cape Town in July 1821, till the arrival of Lord 
Charles Somerset in December following, no general measure 
appears to have been carried into effect, although in the 
Establishment of Fredericksburg which was projected at the 
same time, the assignment of Lands to those Settlers was far 
more considerable than to the Emigrants in Albany. Sixteen 
Officers of the African Corps stipulated to receive 2000 Morgen 
or 4000 Acres ; together with 2000 Acres for the Site of a 
Village ; and as Sixty Servants were engaged to accompany 
them, and to receive at the end of three years allotments of 
150 or 200 Acres of Land, the eventual distribution would 
have been in the proportion nearly of 1000 Acres to each 
Settler, or tenfold the extent of the Allotments to those in 
Albany. 

rrhe project of settling the Zuurveld by aggregating Settlers 
for the purposes of defence and cultivation had been entertained 
by successive Governors since the year 1809, when experience 
first had shewn the disastrous consequences of exposing a 
thinly scattered Population to the predatory inroads of tho 
Border Tribes. 

Colonel Collins, who was commissioned by Lord Calcdon to 
report upon the subject of our relations with the Tribes beyond. 
the Frontier, and the policy to bo observed with regard to 
them, stated his opinion, that " the system of granting Far@,; 
of such considerable extent, necessary perhaps in some part of 
the Settlement was exceedingly impolitic in a District whore 
a line of nearly 100 Miles did not present a resistance of more 
than one third of that number of lnhabitants." 

Colonel Collins proposed to establish 6000 Settlers along the 
Fish RivN upon allotments of 120 Acres, intending that each 
Settler should d~r-ive a Subsistence by Labour ; and he con­
~ei vc<l that such a measure would be practicable, as the Rains 
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were more copious in the LandH bordering upon the R<>11. than 
in the inland Country, where indeed they but rarely recurred. 

\Ve arc not aware that any measure was adopted upon these 
:mggestionH ; but the deHtruetion of the Farms and dispersion 
of the Inhabitants in the Caffre Invasion of 1812, led to the 
adoption of a Plan of Settlement, by which the Military Can­
tonment established for the defence of the Frontier was to 
become the nucleus of the new Settlement, and that Lands 
should he occupied in Situations that would be favorable to 
the mutual support and the defence of the Country. 

The anxiety of Governor Sir John Cradock to hasten the 
reoccupation of the Lands in Albany led to the offer in 1814 of 
Grants upon these conditions ; with a remission of Rent for 
ten years to the first fifty Applicants. Further encouragements 
were held out to Settlers in Albany by Lord Charles Somerset 
in the year 1817, who were invited to occupy Lands which 
would be regulated in extent of the number of Persons capable 
of contributing to defence in the family of each Applicant. 

Upon these conditions, and under a clause prescribing the 
forfeiture of the Land to Government if it should be abandoned 
and the Party cease to reside, Lands were offered with a remis­
Hion of Rent for ten years to all persons wishing to hold them ; 
and who after a conditional occupation of three years should 
receive a title without fee, and the measurement of the Lands 
to be effected for them at the expense of Government, which 
in other Districts had been defrayed by the Party receiving 
the Grant. 

From the explanation afforded to Your Lordship by Lord 
Charles Somerset in 1817 upon the subject of these measures, 
it appeared to be in HiH Lordship's contemplation to relieve 
the <'xpcnse of the .:\[ilitary Establislnncnt upon the Frontier 
hy the introduetion of a Body of emigrant Settler8 in Albany ; 
and the effect of vigilance on the part of .Families that had 
associated for mutual protection against the Caffre Marauders 
induced His Lorch,hip to believe that by an extension of the 
same principle, a permanent Settlement of the Country might 
at last he effected. 

\Vith this view it was suggested by Lord Charles Somerset 
that Individuals bringing out parties containing 25 or 50 :\!ale 
Labourers and Artificers should receive Grants of 2000 Morgen 
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or 4000 Acres in Albany, which should conLain a porLion of 
Garden, Arable and Grazing Ground; and it was judiciously 
urged by His Lordship that the clause in the Regulation of 
1817, prescribing the forfeiture of the Lands in the evcnL of 
abandonment should be strictly adhered to. The tenure upon 
which the Colonists had been invited to occupy Lands in 
Albany was thus held out to Emigrant Settlers with this 
difference, that it was proposed to establish from 25 to 50 
effective Settlers with their families upon the space usually 
allotted to one Colonist, but it was the opinion of His Lordship 
that the Soil was most fertile and adapted for the production 
of various Articles available both for subsistence and export ; 
and that the industrious Settler would meet with the reward 
of his exertions in the cultivation of the Land, and in the 
enjoyment of a most salubrious climate. That the Settlers 
who emigrated in 1819 failed to realize these flattering prospects 
may primarily be attributed to causes which could neither be 
anticipated nor controlled ; in the recurrence of a Blight 
denominated " Rust " which destroyed their Wheat Crnps in 
three successive Seasons and partially in a fourth ; and to 
excessive floods that happened in October 1823, and which 
8wept away much of the produce of the best arable LandH 
situated in the Slopes of the Ravine8. But independently of 
these causes, it i8 also manifest fron1 the experience of the 
Settlers, that reliance cannot ordinarily be placed upon the 
Returns of Agricultural Labour in that District, for although 
in Seasons of drought, copious Dews and Summer Showers 
may preserve the verdure of the natural grasses in Lands 
bordering on the Sea Coast, the uncertain recurrence of the 
periodical Rains that occur in the vVestern Provinces, render 
tho prospects of the Agricultural Settler in Albany much more 
precarious. 

Some sanguine opinions continue Lo be held by a few of the 
most industrious Settlers, and who arc entitled to the uLmost 
encouragement for their persevering exertions ; and although 
the Indian Corn has been found to resist in some degree the 
effects of drought and Rust, and altho' various Articles have 
been raised and produced that afford a present subsistence, 
and may eventually yield a marketable export, the opinion is 
sufficiently confirmed that the possession of 100 Acres of new 
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Land, or the distribution of it in that proportion to Rettlen:,, 
could in very few parts of Albany enable them to thrive or 
even to subsist from their labour. Admitting that a com­
petent. proportion of Arable and garden Ground adequately 
watered could be found upon 4,000 Acres for the Settlement of 
forty or even of twenty or of ten families, it was manifest from 
the general experience of the Colony in the Assessment of Quit 
Rent on Lands of equal extent that this would vary in almost 
every instance; and that the labour of tillage and the Returns 
to be expected from it would bear no comparison in different 
situations. If the Land deemed fit for Cultivation on each 
location had been ascertained and assigned in due proportions 
to the Parties, much dissatisfaction would doubtless have been 
saved, and an extensive range of pasturage for Cattle would in 
all instances neces arily have been added for the :mpport of 
Stock, and to provide for its profitable increase. This was 
equally required as a present provision for the Settler, and as 
,mbservient to the cultivation of his Land; and in the moderate 
proportion of eight to ten acres for each Ox or Cow,-and 
according to the Landdrost's reports it is estimated, tho' 
erroneously, at 30, 60, and even 80 acres for each head of 
Cattle, - it must be apparent that the observance of the pre­
scrilwd limits would in most instances have crampPd and 
dt>feated their exertions. 

It is not asserted that inconveniencp had in general been 
sustairn'<l by thP parties from an inability to maintain their 
~tock upon tht> Lands at their disposal, as they posst'Ssl'd 
no considerable Herds, and a,i there were extensive tracts of 
Land reserved l)('tween mo;it of the Locations, which the 
St>ttlt>rs were allow<'d to occupy with their Cattle ; and which 
Nil' Rufan<' Donkin directed should not he alienated; but tht· 
oecupation of these tracts was hy no means regtilated or pro­
portioned according to the numbers or resourcPs of the Parties ; 
th<> l't'Hervation intended was not strictly observed, and . the 
gratuitomi Grants of considrrable Estates to Individuals in the 
imnwdiatc vicinity of ;;ome of them, rendered the suspcn;;c in 
which the PartieH were held in rpgard to the extent and tenurP 
of thPit· Locations, a source of great discouragement. 

Acc·ording to a RC'turn of Land occupied in Albany under the 
Ht'gula1 ion:-; pn'H(•f'ibt'd fol' till' rnm·e dfedual s<'ttlemcnt of 
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that Country, it appears that in the year 1820, when the 
Acting Governor was on the Frontier, thirty Estate were 
ordered by him to be inspected for the Applicants, and nine 
to be resumed ; the grounds of these divisions are not ex­
plained, nor that they depended upon any obHervance or 
neglect of the conditions that had been prescribed for the 
occupation of these lands in 1814 and l 17 ; but it became 
the duty of the local .Magistrate to whom the claims were 
referred to report whether the Parties were entitled to the 
Lands by a fulfilment of the Regulations under which they 
had been occupied. 

Since the Regulations of 1813 for the granting of Lands in 
this Colony, it has been customary that the 11emorials received 
from Individuals should in the first instance be referred to the 
Landdrost or District Magistrate, when a Commission, con­
sisting of the Landdrost and one of the Heemraden or Members 
of the District Court, attended by a Surveyor, i:-, appointed to 
proceed and in.-pect the Land prayed for and to prepare a 
Report according to a form that was prescribed in 1814, 
detailing the situation, extent and nature of the Land, the 
annual Quit Rent it can bear, the mean:-, of the Applicant, and 
whether the Grant might be made consistently with the 
interest:-, of Government and of Individuals. 'I'his Report, 
with the Diagram Pxhihiting the measurement of the k urveyor, 
arc afterwardH submitted to the Inspector of Lands and 
"\Voods, and if furthN <·xplanations should not be called for, 
the Quit Rents arc rated ancl tlw Grants prqnued. Until 
these forms had been completed, and tlw Land regularly ceded, 
its occupation was d<'dared to be illl'gal, and the Local l\fagis­
trates were held responsible that it Hhould not be allowed. 

By the Regulations of 1814 a]l(l 1817, th<• Lands in Albany 
wen• made an exception to tht•s<' Ruk•s, and tlw occupation ~f 
them was recogniz<·cl and sanctio1wd upon a simpk application 
to the LanddroHL The Cl'Hsion of th<· Land l><•i ng promised t, > 

the Applicant after thrc•p yt·arl'! rci-;i<lPn('<', and upon the libPral 
terms that have hc·en already mPntimw<l, viz., of a remission 
of Rent for 10 YearH, and of the charge· for inspection and 
measurement. 

The Lan<ltlrost of Uitenhagc wm, the Civil :\fagiHtrate on 
whom this discrt•tion Pxc-lusivdy dcvolvPcl, till the separation 
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of Albany from that District in October 1820, and the division 
of the Lands submitted to these Regulations between the two 
Districts ; it was consequently by permission of that Officer 
that all the Lands in question had been occupied. 

In the year 1814-, 34-,904 Morgen, or 69,808 Acres, were 
granted on the assumed fulfilment of the Conditions to seven­
teen Individuals, and in 1820, 24,987 l\Iorgen, or 49,9H Acre , 
were granted to fourteen Individuals. The general extent of 
these Grants (which were made after the arrival of the Emigrant 
Settlers) was from 4,000 to 6,000 Acres, and the principles of 
the Regulations of 1814 and 1817, except in the remission of 
Rents and Charges, were in no degree maintained. The:;e 
Lands together wit,h other extensive tracts that were ungranted, 
continued to be occupied in the ordinary manner in which 
grazing farms have been heM in this Colony, and which it was 
the object of those enactments to modify and restrict. 

It is in this place that we have judged it proper to notice 
to Your Lordship, that the separation of the District of Albany 
from that of Uitenhage took place immediately after the 
receipt of Your Lordship's Despatch signifying His }Iajesty's 
pleasure that all further Grants in the District of Uitenhage, 
or in any other Settlement either to the Northward of that 
District or on the Frontier of Caffrcland, Rhould contain a 
Rpecial condition that the Lands so granted Rhould be cul­
tivated hy Free Labourers alone, and subjected to forfeiture 
if cultivated by Slaves. The Despatch having been received 
on the 3rd of October, and the District of Albany established 
hy Proclamation on the 13th of that Month, it would appear 
to have been intrnded by drfining the limitR of that District 
to apply the Condition exclusiYely to grants in future to be 
mac.le within it ; and according to a Letter addressed to thP 
~lagistrat(' of Albany in ,Tune 1821, communicating the Com­
mands of His Majesty that were signified in Your Lordship's 
Des1,atch, the Frontier District of Albany was assumed as the 
limit within which the restriction was to be applied; although 
it has been stakd to us to have extended along the Caffre 
Frontier on the Baviaan's Riv('r, where a Party of emigrant 
Settlers waH located. \Ve de('lll this explanation necesHary, 
as tlw DcHpatch of Air Rufon(' Donkin of the 14th OctolH'r 
1820 makt's no allusion to these dispositions as ('01wectc<l with 
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the motives that have led to or induced the estahli, hment of 
the District of Albany, and as the restriction upon the employ­
ment of Slaves has not been introduced in the Grants that 
have been made beyond the limits of that District, with the 
sole exception of the Lands settled by thr Scotch Party on 
the Baviaan's River. • 

The Grants that were made in Albany by the Acting Governor 
during the year 1821 consisted of fifty five Freehold Building 
Allotments in the Townships of Graham's Town and Bathurst; 
and of 28,600 Acres in Quit Rent to eight Individuals, two of 
whom only were occupiers under the Law of 1814; the others 
h11cl no claim arising from preoccupancy; and these Grants 
were not subject to the Regulations of 1814 and 1817, or to 
the limitations that had been imposed on the emigrant Parties. 

In the year 1822, 10,684 Acres of Land in Albany were ceded 
by Lord Charles Somerset to four Individuals under the same 
circumstances ; and in June of that year, the attention of the 
Governor was drawn by the Inspector of Lands to variom, 
uhjections against the completion of a number of Grants that 
had been recommended in favour of Occupiers of Lands in 
Albany under the Proclamation of 1814, and who were not 
reported to have fulfilled the conditions of their occupancy. J t 
was urged by the In pector that the only part of the Regulation 
that had been kept in virw by the local Commissiom, of Inspec­
tion, had been the remission of Rent for l O years, and that no 
clau ·e in their Repm ts had any referencr to tlw conditions 
under which the Lands had heen occupied. In the reply of 
the Secretary, it was contended on the part of the Go\'ernor 
that it had been found impracticable to impress upon tlw 
local Authorities the principle of the System he had \\iHhe<l to 
introdl.ce; and also to prevent old Colonists from occupying 
Lands in the manner to which they had lwen aecm,1.omed, and 
His Lordship did not n•gard th('HP and otlwr objPets of the 
same importance with that of conciliating th<· loeal Authorities 
and Inhabitants. 

In pursuance of these views 70,7!i8 At·n•s \H'n• <'<'<l<·d in th!' 
Year 1 23 to Eleven Individuals, with a r<>mi:-;sion of Chnrgt·s 
of Rent for ten years. \Vhatev('r w<>ight may hp attached to 
the consideration that induC'ed tlw Loeal ClovPmmont to su.·­
prn<l or relax the conditions that it had from fornwr t>xperit·net• 

 

 



Records nf the C'ape Colony. 

prescribed for the effectual Settlement of the Lands in Albany, 
and which were granted on the same indulgent terms to many 
Individuals who had not resided as to others who had, to old 
Colonists, and to new Residents, there can be no doubt that 
the alienation of considerable tracts of Land to Individuals 
without stipulation either in regard to residence or cultivation, 
or to the fulfilment of any previous conditions of occupancy, 
was unfavorably contrasted by the new Settlers with the 
enforcement of stricter conditions upon themselves, and of 
limitations as to extent, that even their short experience had 
shewn to be either impracticable or prejudicial. 

The opinion so early expressed by the Acting Governor that 
the Locations would require to be enlarged, must have pro­
ceeded from his conviction that the Settlers were not likely to 
establish themselves upon Lheir original allotments ; but 
altho' some individual exceptions were made, the successive 
failure of their Crops, and the reduction of their numbers, led 
to the adoption of no general Measure for the relief and 
encouragement of those Parties that had persevered with best 
effect ; and the original Plan for the Settlement of the Lands 
after three Years cultivation and residence upon them, was 
proceeded in as if it had not in effect already been defeated 
by the dispersion of three fourths of the original Settlers, and 
the impoverishment of those that remained. 

In December 1822, Instructions were sent to the Landdrost 
of Albany to cause an inspection to be made of the Locations, 
and a Report transmitted of the progress made by each Party 
that was located in 1820, as the period approached when the 
Head:, of Parties would claim their grant:, under agreement 
with His MajeHty's Oovemment. 'l'hiH Return was made in 
1Iay l 823, when in fact the three year:, of their occupancy of 
the Lund had already expired ; and altho' the Landdrost has 
pledged hirrn;elf to the accuracy of his StatementH, the Settler:-:; 
have contended that they were partial and inaccurate. Acco_rd­
ing to this Return it would appear that the adult 'ettlers wen' 
then reduced from 1004 to 438, and that no extension of their 
Lands had been recognised. Tlw excrtiorn;, or the idlencs8 of 
the Partic8 ,vere stated without reference to circumstance8 
that may have encouraged Home and retarded others. Tlw 
diHHolution of the Partit'H of hire<l ~l'l'vantH would ohvi011Hly 
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account for the absence of improvement in the locations 
assigned to their Heads ; and the difference of Soil in various 
situations would facilitate or retard the labours of Agriculture, 
even had there been no disappointment from the succeRsive 
failure of the CropR. 

The aggregate Return of produce upon 1477 acres of Land 
stated to be in cultivation, was inconsiderable ; but the dis­
proportion was as great between the labours and returns of 
the different parties, as between the fitness of the Lands for 
cultivation upon the several Locations. 1n the estimate of their 
Stock is was also apparent that 10,735 Head could scarcely 
have been maintained upon 104,100 acres at 10 acreR per 
Head, even if the Land had been distributed in the proportions 
that Stock was possessed; but as those Parties that had been 
united and industrious were generally possessed of the largest 
Stock and the least extent of Land in proportion to their 
actual numbers, the inconvenience was much felt where it was 
desirable that it should have been first relieved. A few 
Allotments were granted upon individual application during 
the year 1823, but without reference to any general arrange­
ment ; indeed by a letter addressed in May to one of the Heads 
of Parties, it was distinctly intimated, that until the Locations 
became grantable no additional grants would be made; the 
parties continued to be held in the same suspense at a much 
later period, and in October 182:3, we arc informed by His 
Excellency the Governor that this delay had been furth<>r 
protracted by the Commissariat Department not having made 
up the accounts of issues to the Settlers, and for which the 
several parties, and their respective Allotments were to be 
made chargeable. ft was also obRerved by the Covernor that 
he was in expectation of a Report from 1 he Landdrost which 
had been delayed owing to the unsettled ;;tatc of the Parties. 
In the Instructions that were soon afLer addressed to that 
Magistrate, his report of the exertions of the several partit>s on 
their Locations was adopted as the sole Criterion by which 
their claims were to be recognized ; and the Governor dcci<lecl 
that the full extent of the original Allotments should be 
granted only to such Heads of Parties as were considered by 
him to have been industrious on their Locations. Upon this 
principle, the claims of thirty two parties were recognizecl, 
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and those of sixteen were rejected, it being referred to the 
discretion of the Landdrost to recommend what proportion 
of those locations should be granted to the Individuals re­
maining on them. It was at the same time announced that 
the Quit Rent would be assessed at the rate of four Skillings 
Cape Currency per 100 Acres, an abatement of considerable 
importance to the Settlers, as the original rate of two Pounds 
Sterling per 100 Acres had been proposed upon an estimate of 
the resources of the Land, which experience had not justified, 
and far exceeded the ordinary rates of Assessment upon the 
best Lands in the Colony. Title Deeds were forwarded in 
November 1823 for the Parties in the first List, and which 
were directed to be delivered to the Persons for whom they 
had been prepared upon their respectively signing the Com­
missariat Account and acknowledging the Balance for which 
they were responsible to the Public. According to a List 
that was furnished to us in February 1824, it appears that 
twenty two Heads of Parties, or Individuals representing them 
had at that time received Grants of the Locations upon sub­
scribing to the Accounts of the Commissariat. 

The principle of this arrangement had been contended 
against in a Statement that was made to us soon after our 
arrival by the Inspector of Lands and Woods, who objected 
to the Landdrost's Report being adopted (without material 
revision) as a guide in determining upon the claims of the 
Parties ; and he strongly urged to us that a new distribution 
of the Lands would require in most instances to be made, 
both with reference to their resources and extent before they 
could be fairly apportioned to the remaining Settlers. The 
Inspector objected also to the uniformity of the assessment of 
the reduced Quit Rent without reference to the qualities of 
tho Lands, by which a system was revived that had been 
exploded by Sir John Cradock in 1809, who regulated that the 
resourcmi of the Land should be accurately ascertained at the 
expense of the applicant, and the Rents proportionately 
estimated; but as a Survey for this purpose would have been 
attended with further delay, and as the Charges must have 
been defrayed by the Government, we are disposed to think 
that the eventual requirement of a higher Rent upon some 
superior Lands would not have compensated for the time 
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and expense that the undertaking would have involved, 
independently of the protracted suspense to the impoverished 
Settler. 

In pursuance of the principle that augmentations of Land 
should be generally withheld till the original Locations became 
grant.able, a considerable List of Memorials had been allowed 
to accumulate ; these to the number of two hundred and fifty 
were lying for Report at the Office of the Landdrost at the 
period of our arrival at Graham's Town; ancl aR more than 
two hundred of them had been addressed by the Emigrant 
Settlers, it was explained to us by the Landdrost, that having 
only received the Diagrams of the Locations in June 1823, he 
had postponed the inspection of the additional Lands prayed 
for till he had a::;certained the Boundaries ; and tlH' period 
having then arrived when the Locations became grantablc , it 
was his intention to proreed with the inspections, and to 
report npon the augmentations, which the Governor would bt• 
disposed generally to sanction. The preparation of the Com­
missariat Accounts had been the alleged cause of delay in the 
execution of the grants, hut the duty of the Local Magistrate 
was confined to the inspection of the Lands and the trans­
mission of those Reports by which the Government required 
to he guided; and we cannot avoid remarking that no satis­
factory reason was assigned by the Landdrost for the injurious 
delays that occurred. The lands had become grantablP in 
March and April 1823 by the :-;trictest interpretation of the 
conditions originally proposed by His Majesty's Government, 
and the Report that was made in the l\Jonth of ~fay of that 
yea1· did not allude to the general insufficienC'y of the Lands 
that were fir:-;t assigned. It specified the numbe1 of acres to 
which the party had hcen entitled in thP original Allotment 
which was known to be inadeguatP, and it neither stated the 
extent of Land that had actually been occupied, or that was 
pm;itivcly rcquin•d by the Settlers. Additional Lands wen' 
recommended to be granted to certain Individuals, hy whi(•h 
the Rule that had been prescribed wa8 violated, while tlw 
claims of the Parties of Settlers were postponed, on a pku 
that the otiginal Boundaries would need first to bl' declared, 
yet these Boundaries had been pointed out hy the direction of 
the Land.<lrost , and as certificatt-s wPrc taken from thl' I leads 
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of ParticH, tlwy might have been obtained from· the Surveyor 
who had executed his im,tructions. 

1 t doci, not appear that the inspectiom; were made by tho 
UHm1.l Conuuissiom; of the DiHtrict Board ; and it has been 
stated to us that the printed Report was drawn upon infor­
mation that was derived from inferior Officers of tho District; 
but admitting it to have been tho rcfmlt of the personal 
observations of the Lancldrost, in a general estimate of the 
cxertionH and resource8 of the different Parties framed for the 
cxprcsH purpose of effecting a Settlement of their Lands, it 
waH of the first importance that the Governor should have been 
placed in pos:-;esHion of all the information necessary to have 
cnab!Pd him to effect a complete revision of the original 
l':lcttlement, and in framing the Diagrams of the Locations, to 
have incluclcd the augmentations that the Parties rcquired, 
and which might equally have been plC'dged as a Security for 
the debt to Government, even if the Grants ,vere to have been 
accompanied with Ruth a condition. The value of the Land 
was however too incom,idcrahlc to render it an object to burthen 
the possesHion with a Mortgage that would diRcourage exertion 
and ohHtruct those tranRferR which it might he the intcrest of 
all Parties to promote; and it waH thercfore jndiciOlrnly deter­
mined by Lord CharleH Somcrnet not to impm,c it, but to take 
a Himple acknowledgement of the debt from the Heads of 
Partit>s, which had no reference to the extent of the Land and 
the value that it might eventually acquire from the labour 
be8towed upon it. \Vith respect to the numerous Claimants 
for small Allotments, if they could not be settled upon the 
Locations it would havt> been practicable and advantageous 
to have generally asHigned to them building Allotments in 
Uraham'H Town where they had resorted for labour, and 
where about thirty Mechanics have ultimately been estab­
lished with advantage to themselves and to the Public. 

AH the number of Adult Settlers residing on the Locations 
in May 182:! amounted only to 4:l8, and in February 1824-to 
5U6, it is probable that many of these Applicanhi had returned 
to the• different Locations, either to await the issue of their 
.t\fomorialH for Land or to renew their Labours for present 
...._,bsi:-;tenee. The partial Crops that werc reaped in the year 
1823 may also have revived the hopes of many who had 
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rm;ortcd to the Towns aftrr th<' successive failures of prreecling 
years; and from the acquired rrsourcrs of this ClaKs, n•ncwcd 
exertions were to hr expected. Thr dispm,ition of the .Mechanics 
and Labourers to seek employment in the Towns might have 
Kuggested the expediency of promoting their establishmmt at 
the Seat of Magistracy or at Bathurst ; and when they after­
wards manifested a desire to return to their Locations, their 
aggregation in favorable situations might have been encouragPd 
by the reorganization of fresh PartieK out of the numbers of 
tho e that had. heen di solved. On the whole it is apparent 
to us that the complaints generally preferred by the Emigrants 
of the delays in the Settlemt>nt of their Lands were well founded, 
and that these delays, altho' primarily attributable to the 
frequt>nt changes of the Local Authorities, might in a great 
degree have been obviated on the part of the Civil Magistracy 
appointed on the return of Lord Charles Somerset, by appli­
cation to this important branch of their duties, and by timely 
attention to the urgent Claims of Individual. and of Parties ; 
and we are further of opinion that the circumstances which 
unavoidably prevented Lord Charles Somer, et from proceeding 
to Albany after resuming his Government in 1821, wer<> un­
favorable to his acquirement of correct information respecting 
th<' condition and claims of the Settlement, and which we arc 
fully assured would have induced His Lordship to have intn·­
posed promptly for th<>ir relief. Undn these circumstances 
the mrasure adopted by His Lordship in the last year of 
deputing a Commissionc·r for the special invc'stiga.tion of the 
numerous Claims that had a.risen since the arrival of the 
Emigrants in 1820, was one of urgent necessity; and His 
Lordship's recenL visit to the FrontiPr has Pnahlcd him 
to gi V(' effrct to arrangPmC'nt~ for the final 8ett lcmeut 
of the several Parties, and the adjustment of Jndividual 
Claims. 

The dispersion of the Parties composed of articled l,c'rvants, 
having left the Individuals ,d10 conduclccl them, in mo:,;1. 
in-;tanccs in the singlP occupation of their .\llotmcnts, the 
Urants have been confirmed to them in considrration of tlw 
losses and disappointments they had sustained. The Partie:;; 
of Settlers who emigrated under nominal Heads, and whose 
adherence to the land has been the consequence of their more 
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dir(•l:t inten•i,;t in its poss<'ssion, have been suhj<'ct to a more 
detailed Settlement. 

By confirming the title of each Settler to the Land he had 
brought into cultivation, and by throwing the remainder of 
his Allotment of 100 Acres into Commonage for the general 
use of the Party, a final adjustment has been made of numerous 
conflicting claims arising from disputed bounda1 ics of Allot­
ments that had been too long unsettled, and had become the 
subject of much dissension and animosity; and the further 
improvement of the Land has been encouraged by the addition 
to the Allotment of each Individual of whatever land his in­
dustry may enable him to enclose and to cultivate; making a 
proportionate deduction from the number of Cattle that he is 
privileged to depaRture upon the Common Land of the 
Location. As thiR arrangement has been made with the con­
currence of Parties in which it has taken effect, and as the 
utmost practicable extension of the location has been granted 
by the Governor, the main obstacle to their advancement has 
been satisfactorily removed; and altho' some practical incon­
venience may eventually arise from diminishing the Cattle 
Stock of those who have cultivated to the greatest extent, we 
are disposed to think that the principal defects of the original 
plan as applied to the peculiarity of the Country, have been 
counted; and that thepermanentsettlement of Parties associated 
for cultivation and defence upona Frontier so open to the inroads 
of the Caffrcs, may at length have been effected by the British 
Emigrants after the failure of repeated attempts to accomplish 
this object by means of the older Colonists. We take this 
opportunity of remarking to Your Lordship that this important 
principle, which was the basis of the original plan, upon which 
the !~migration was suggested and undertaken, has been 
accomplished in no irn,tance by means of the Parties consisting 
of articlt>d Servants, but exclusively by thoRe which were 
compoi,;ed of i:kttlers, who by advancing the Sums required to 
he clepositt-cl, posHcsscd a title to the indepcndant acquiremGnt 
of an allotment of Land upon the location of the Party; and 
their direct interest in the possession, induced many to perse­
vere under circumstances of discouragement which led to the 
ea.rly dispcr,;ion of the Servants, either from their misconduct 
or the inability of the .Masters to support them. 
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The steady success that has attended tlw e)..ertions of tlw 
8rntch Settler;;, who wen' located in tlH' District of Urnaff 
Reinet, is ~L conspicuous proof of the effects of united and 
persevering indmitry in surmounting the natural obstacles that 
have impeded the progreHs of the Emigrants. These excrtiorn, 
were however uniformly seconded by the attention of tlrn loc·al 
~lagii,tratcs as well aH of th<' Government to their inkrc;;ts ; 
and the grant of considerable tractH of Land enabled them to 
maintain their Cattle, while they pur;;ued their agricultural 
Labours, and raised a i,urplus for the general market, which 
was purchased by the Government. 

It is necessary to take a short retrospect of the intPrcourse 
and collisions of the Colonists with the Caffrc Tribrs in order 
to account for the hostilities that prevailed and that led to the 
incurnions of the Caffres and the devastation of the Frontier 
Districts at successive periodH. 

Previorn, to the conquest of the Colony by the British, Urn 
8ituation of the local Government was for n. long time un­
favorable to the regular exercise of control over the Settler;; 
upon the Frontiers, who from their habits were disprn,ed to 
encroach upon the LandH occupied by the nativ<' Tribes, by 
seizing their Springi, on which their Tenure entirely deprnded ; 
a Hpirit of hostility thus grew up with the earliest Establish­
lllent; and a system of de:mltory \\'arfare was carried on 
against all those Tribes who were not subjected to the yoke of 
~ervitudc which had heen imposed upon the Hottentots. In 
the encroachments of the Boers upon the Lands occupied by 
the Ca.fire Tribes situated upon the Eastern Frontier, tlwsc 
hostilitieH assumed a, much more formidable charactrr than 
those that werr carried on against the Border Tribe;; inhabiting 
the Northern and Western Frontiers. The Caffres being an 
athletic Race and occupying a country in which they were 
enabled to subsist by tillage and by the' pasturage of largp 
Herds of Cattle, their meani, of subsistence and their HPsourccs 
rendered them greatly Hupcrior to the other;;. On thr otlwr 
ha.ncl the BocrH occupying cxtensi vc tracts of pasture land, 
generally from 5,000 to 10,000 AcreH in each Pa.rm, and their 
property consisting almost exclusively of Cattle, committed to 
the charge of a few ill-paid Hottentot Herdsmen, the strongest 
temptation was held out for the thefts of the Ca.fires, which 
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were facilitated by their habit of penetrating the thickets that 
extend over the .Eastern Frontier and of driving cattle thro' 
them in a manner to preclude the chance of successful pursuit, 
especially if the theft were committed in the Night or in 
Stormy \\'eathcr. These depredations being of frequent 
occurrence, reprisals were indiscriminately made by the Boers, 
and as they did not limit themselves to the recovery of the 
cattle stolen, but captured large herds on which the subsistence 
of the Caffres depended, they drew on the Colony the hostility 
of the Tribes whose incursions were attended with general 
devastation of the Frontier Provinces. 

In the absence of military protection it had been the practice 
of the Colonists who were expert in the use of Fire Arms to 
assemble for their mutual defence, and thus strengthened to 
prncced in pursuit of Dcpredators, or to attack the Tribes by 
whom they were threatened or disturbed. 

These armed assemblages of the Inhabitants thus formed 
were called Commandos ; and the system was recognized by 
the Government at the Cape, who appointed a Field Com­
mandant to each District, and a Field Cornet to each Sub­
division of the Di ·trict. 

[n ordinary cases of theft and petty depredations against the 
advanced Settlers upon the Frontier, permission was easily 
obtained for the pursuit of the Depredators, and the reports 
of the interested parties were too credulously received ; indeed 
an unrestrained licence appears to have been given for the 
prrn-,ecution of the desultory warfare that was most fatal in its 
effects to the Bushmen, altho' indiscriminately directed against 
these Tribes and those of the Caffrcs. Independently of such 
a System in it;, encouragement to habits of revenge and violence 
against the aboriginal Tribes, a respect for the Authority of 
Government was gradually impaired amongst the more ad­
vanced Settlers, and a new Seat of Magistracy was established 
at Uraaff Reinet in the year 1786 with the object of restoring 
the authority of the Government upon the Frontier, and of 
establishing pacific relations with the Tribes against whom 
the Commandos had been directed. In the year 1792 an 
invasion of the Eastern frontier by the Caffres, led to a general 
Commando being called out in the following year, and by 
the judgement of the local Magistrate who accompanied it 
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tranquillity waH restored ; and a friendly undcrHtanding 
established. 

The organization of the commandos under the authority of 
the .Field Commandants, and the privilege accorded to them 
of holding Ci.mncil~ of War led however lo a renewal of the 
ontrageH before complained of, and enabled the BoerH to reHist 
the measureH of re::,traint and conciliation which the local 
authorities were directed to pursue. 

The disorders that were the consequence of Huch a Htn,te of 
things favored the emancipation of some of the Hottentot, 
Tribes who detached themselveH from the ~ervice of the Boel'H 
by whom they were much oppressed; and their union with 
the Caffres rendered their attacks upon the ColoniHiH still more 
formidable. 

It waH in these circumstanceH that the temperate and 
judicious measures of General FranciH Dundas were applied to 
the object of Hecuring the permanent tranquillity of the 
.Frontier, by settling the Hottentots within the Boundary, and 
by enforcing the check that had been given to the Commandos 
by the later policy of the Batavian Government. It waH th<' 
opinion of General Dundas that such a system of defence waH 
open to gre'.tt objection both in a political and in a military 
view ; and that the employment of the armed Inhabitants 
should only he resorted to in the event of a general invaHion 
of the Colony. He conHiderc<l that the HottentotH werc better 
cakulated for the defence of t,he Frontier than regular TroopH, 
and in pursuance of these views he proposed the employment 
of a Hottentot :\1.ilitia under lhe CommisHioner at Graaff Rcin<'t 
who had been chiefly inHtrmnental in Hecuring their allcgianc<', 
and in promoting pacific Relations with the BuHhmen and the 
Caffrcs. 

The views of the British administration for the ~Pttlenw11t 
of the Frontier had not been effected at the period of th(• 
rC'siorntion of thP Colony to the Batavian Republic in 180:~, 
and the attention of the Dutch Authorities was directed to 
the means of restoring tranquillity by amicable n<'gociationH 
with the Caffres, and by restraining the disposition of tlw 
Field Commandants for the renewal of active hostilitieH. 

The Fish River from itH Source, to the Sea, having long 
been considered as the Boundary of the Colony, the Tribci:, 
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that were settled in th<' Zuurveld were regarded as Intruders, 
and their expulsion was an object which the Batavian Govern­
ment would appear to have contemplated when their means 
might enable them to effect it. 

The intercour:-;c that prevailed from the situation of these 
Tril><'s had led to the introduction of many Caffres into the 
:-;crvict> of thP Colonists, and the association of the Caffres and 
H ottcntots had produced a mixed Race who were settled in 
the Zumveld under the designation of Ghonas or GhonaquaR. 
The Colonish, readily availed themselves of the services of 
thcsc People, ,vho were remunrrated at little cost; and from 
habit many of them were attached to their Employers. A 
eonncction however existed between them and the Caffrp 
Tribes, which it was conce>ivcd might expm,e the Colonists to 
danger in the event of a recmTellC'C' of hostilities, and an order 
was given hy Oovt>rnor ,J anssens for their dischargc. A new 
8<'at of ~Jagistracy was however established in 1804 at Uiten­
hage 20 milm, from the ~lilitary Post at Algoa Bay ; and thc 
Landdrost, who was abo the Commandant of the Troops, was 
entrusted with the duty of maintaining those relations with 
the Caffres. which under the British Government had been 
confided to the Commissioner at Graaff Reinet. 

The policy of the British Administration which succeeded 
upon the Conquest of the Colony in 1806, was dic:tated by a 
principle of conciliation towards the Caffres, and one of the 
measures adopted waH the establishment of a Missionary in 
Caffraria, who collected around him for instruction a number 
of the Ghonaquas and Caffres, and who is represented to have 
acquired considerable influence over their Chiefs. 

The Tribes that were established in the Zuurveld continued 
in the occupation of those LandH and wcre advanccd to the 
~unday's River in the J)istrict of Uitenhage. The Colonists 
complained of occasional thefts committed by Caffres ; but an 
irl<'rt'asing interC"ourse obtained ; and the employment of the 
Cafirc,s in the Service of the farmers was continued. 

In the year 1809, Colonel Collins was deputed as Commis­
sioner for the Settlement, of the Frontier ; and after an inter­
vi,..,\ with the Chiefa, he appears strongly to have conceived 
the policy of compelling the Tribes settled in the Zuurveld to 
repas:;; the Fish River, and of severing entirely thcir connection 
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with the Colonist,;. by comp<'lling tlw c. pulsion of the Cnffrps 
and Ghonaquas who were domiciliatcd in the familie,; of tlH' 

Farmers. fn pursuance of his recommendation, these 1wople 
were ordered to bP discharged in the samr year, and wen' 
driven from thr habitations of the Colonists. C'omplain1 s 
however continued to be made of the depredations that wPre 
committed ; and in the following year it was rpprcsentc<l by 
the Landdrost of Uitenhage that the re•straint whic-h had hrcn 
imposed on the Boers in retaliating upon the CafTres, had not 
induced the former to use more vigilance in th<' protection of 
their property : and that their indolence and carelessness 
exposed them to the thefts that were committed._ 

The recovery of the Zuurveld was again urgently rceom­
mendcd, and various sugge-,tions were offerPd for the oc<'upation 
of those Land,; by a better de;;cription uf Settlers, and also for 
a Rtricter limitation of the GrantH in order to promote Agricul­
tural 8ettlement for which the Zuurveld was conceived to he 
more favorable than the Land,; of Uitenhage: and in pursuit 
of the:-;e vie,v:,; it was deemed necessary to expel the Caffrl'H by 
force, and effectually to re-establi:,;h the original boundary of 
the .Fish River. }lea ·urPs to this effect were :-;oon after adopted, 
the Force on the Frontier "as strengthened, and in tht' year 
1812 the Ca.fire Tribe of 1::,lamhie and his Adherents wNe 
driven out by m<>an,; of a .:\lilitary Force assi:-;tcd by the Com­
mandos assembled from all the Districts in tlH' Colonv. 

SanguinP xp<>ctations we·n· fornwd of the benefit~ that the' 
Colony would dt'rivc from this measure of (•xpulsion, and th1' 
rcooC'upation of the acquin•(l 'l'Prritory. ~lcanwhilP a largl'I' 
~1ilitary Foret· was appointed for the proketion of th<' Frontip1•, 
tlw Head Quarfrrn of whieh wPn· stati01wd at Graham'., Town. 
A Uovcrnnwnt Farm was Pstabli hPd for tll<' upply of tlw 
Troop , ancl a Corps of llottentot Infantry wa:,; rnii:wd, tlw 
expenee of which was partly JH'o\·ielc-d for by Jpvying an a11n11al 
Ta. upon tlw Inhabitants of the intPrior Dbtriets as n corn· 
mutation for their HerviC'e· • whPn not required in t l11· 'om­
mando:,;. The· Inhabitant· of 11w Fronti1·r Distric!1:1 of l'itPll· 
hage and <lraaff H.cirH't were at all tinw · liable to hl' !'alkd 011 

for irnch Hervic!', and thl·y w(•n· th1·r<'forc exempted from 
payment of the Tax. 'J'h1, e•::;tabli hmPnt uf a ~lilitnry Cum· 
mand upon the Frontier led to greater regularity in the 
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employment of this description of Force, which was subjected 
to strict :\1ilitary control, and restraint was thus imposed 
along the Eastern .Frontier of Albany upon the propensity of 
the armed lnhabitants to make ineursions and reprisals which 
had produced so much animosity between the Colonists and 
Catfres. 

With the object of checking the inroads of small parties of 
Deprt>dators, a line of Po,-,ts wa,-, established by Colonel Graham, 
and the troops were employed in patrolling the 'J'hicket • and 
guarding the Pas:,;es by which the Caffres might enter the 
Colon,v. These clutic,; were found to be harassing to the 
Troops, and tlw Inhabitants were exhorted to use more 
vigilanec in the prokc-tion of their Pro1wrty. All Caffres 
found within the limits of the Colony \\ Pre directed to be 
trpatc>d a:,; cnemic>:- and fired on, except those ,Yho wc>rc :-:<•nt in 
hy the Chiefs. .-\ commanding pm,ition at ( ,raham \; Town 
was ehosen for the Head Quarters of the Troops, \dth thP 
object of forming a defensive 8ettlement around it. 

The Commandos which had been called out from all the 
Districts in the year 1811 were not finally dismissed till 18L3. 
Complaints of depredations continued to be made by the 
Colonist:,;, but the general tranquillity was considererl to be 
sufficiently restored in 18 l 7 to admit of the reduction of the 
Cape Corps which had been raised in 1812. 

As the chief subsistence of the Caffres is derived from their 
Herd:,;, the Ut-ie of extensive tract:,; of wild pa:,;turP land is 
i ndispensablc to tlwm. The retreat of the fugitive.-.: accordingly 
led to mutual inconYPnicnce, and augmented the animosities 
that haci formerly pn..,vailed, and which \\ere the alleged cau:-e 
of the rPluctancl' ft-It by the 'l'ribPs oC'cnpying the Lands 
of the Zuurvel<l to retire from them. ln thes(' circumstant"es 
the policy was eoncPived of recognizing the ascendancy of the 
Chief Oaika ov<·r all the 'l'ril,ps inhabiting the hordPr, and of 
maintaining pacific relations with tlwm by means of his eon-
1 rolling authority. The Uovernor Lord Chnrles Somerset, who 
l'epaired to tlw Fronti(•r in 1817, h(•ld an interview with this 
Chieftain, at whiC'h the otlwril were (H'('sPnt; and ht> Pntered 
into cc·rtain c·ng,lgenwnts with them, thP basis of which wPrP 

the l'('CO•rnition of the supremacy of Uailrn over th(• other 
'l'ri hl'S, and tin engagt•mc·nt 011 t hP part of the Chiefs to re~t rain 
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them from committing depredations ; to restore the Cattle of 
the Colonists and to permit the Government to enforce resti­
tution, or to obtain an equivalent from the Cattle of the Kraals 
or Villages to which the plunderers might be traced. The 
Rival Chiefs were present at these negotiations ; and it was 
further stipulated, that all intercourse with the Colony should 
be prohibited except through the medium of the Chief Gaika; 
that his agents should be allowed to barter at Graham's Town ; 
and that all other Caffres found within the Colony should be 
treated as enemies. Measures were taken to enforce these 
arrangements, a closer settlement of the Lands in Albany was 
again projected, and the establishment of a system of Military 
defence by means of numerous Posts to be placed at distances 
that would admit of prompt communication between them. 
Day and Night signals were to be made, and Patroles were to 
move constantly between the Posts. Thirteen Posts occupied 
by 632 Rank and File were placed in the front line along the 
Banks of the Fish River ; and twelve Posts, containing 4:30 
Rank and File, in the Rear or second Line. 

It was enjoined that. the Caffres should be treated with 
kindness and good faith, that when attacks were made on 
them the Villages or Kraals should be spared ; and to prevent 
the destruction of lives, the sum of five Rixdollar:-, was offered 
for each prisoner taken alive. The trespasses of thl' Inhabi ­
tants upon the Lands of the C'afires were strictly forbid<lPn. 
and 'lssociations recommended for mutual defence in the event 
of Invasion. From the operation of th esp nwasmC's t lw 
Governor looked forward io so 1:omplcte a restoration of 
tranquillity on tlH' Frontier as to admit of an pntirP reduetio11 
of the Military Force ; and it was in pursuance of t lwse vit>,, s 
that he recommend{'d to Yom Lordship, as we havl' aln,ady 
stated, the HettlC'tnent of t\)(' Albany Di Kt rid, by a body of 
European Emigrants. 

In the following year from th<' continuanee of depn•dations 
it war,; eomiidcrccl nece,:-;ary to n'll<'W the Ordp1•s to tlH• Troop:-; 
for continuing the PatrolPs. Tlw mounted Inhabitants were 
appointed to <lo thP duty of th<' Dragoon:, that ,, {'t'<' withdnn, 11, 

8nd when i1wursions were to lw made into the Caffrp Country , 
armed Hottentoti-; wPre to \)(' c-ollected from the servi<·<' of t il!' 

lnhabitantl-l of Di'1trictK and from th(• }Jis'1ionary lnHtitution 
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of Bethelsdorp. These measures appear to have failPd in the 
effect expected from them, altho' great exertions were made 
by the Government to maintain the newly acquired Country. 

The thefts c>ommitted by the Caffre:-1 led to the employment 
of the Troops in obtaining restitution. RepriRals to a large 
extent wen' made upon the Cattle of the Kraals: and the 
remonstrances of the Chiefs were accompanied with threat:; of 
renewing their predatory Inroads along the whole Frontier if 
they were thus to be deprived of their means of subsistence. 
From the communications of the 11issionary Agent. it would 
appear that the capture of their Cattle had exposed the Caffres 
to much distress for :mbsistence ; and that the practice nf •1 

Hhooting them when they croHsed the boundary had created a 
strong sensation with the Chief Gaika, who alleged that some 
of his people had been indiscriminatC'ly killed. 

lmpatience of the restrictions was manifested by the CaffreR, 
and jealousy of the ascendancy of Gaika, against whom a 
confederacy was formed, while protection was given to thoRe 
v,ho committed depredations in the Colony. In N'ovember 
1818 it was deemed necessary that a decisive hlow !-ihould he 
struck against the confederate Tribe , and it was proposed to 
drive them over the Keiskanuna River situated beyond the 
Boundary of the Fish River, and to bestow thell' Lands upon 
Uaika. Thec;e measure,; were anticipatC'd hy the hostile Tribes, 
who attacked and def<.>atecl Gaika, clispo,;sC'ssed him of hi,; 
('atth•, and drov<' him out of his Country. Aetive nwasures 
,,·rn' taken by th<> <:ovemment to re.;tor<' him to hi,-, pos:-1es:-;ion,-,. 
'1'\w 'l'roop:-1 upon the Frontiel' and the anned Inhabitants from 
all tlw Dist l'icls, amounting to 3,!~fi2 ~Jen. wen' again as:-1emhlC'd: 
and tlw atlil<'k that was macle in Dec('mber 181 upon the hostik 
'l'rilws h<'ing sU('('(':-sful, C:aika was again restor('d. 'l'he· em­
ploynwnt of t hP Colonial for('<' in ('affraria and the capture of 
('01\HHIPrn bl<' Herds of Catt l<' from thP ('affn·s l<.>d to a rerwwal 
of dPpredations in the Colony. :'\umerou,; hodies of C'affn·s 
<•rn:-1s<•cl thP Fish River and drove in th<· small :\Iilitary Post:-1, 
and <·orn1wlled llw Inhahilanl:-1 lo abandon their dwellings, 
most of whi<"h \\'<'T'(' <lrstroy<•d. 'l'lw marauding PartiPs re­
l r1•at ing with t lwir Cat tie and Plunder wPn' again infrr•et•ptPd 
and clt-frated. ~olllt' inslarn·<'s of sne(·<•ssfnl rc•sistancP were 
1nade hy insul.tte<I Par\i(•s of the Jnhnhitants, a11d e:-,peeiall,v 
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by a hundred Hottentots who were settled at the Missionary 
lnstitution of Theopolis in Albany and at the Moravian 
lnstitution near Uitenhage. By the former the Caffres were 
8uccessfully repelled, and an important pas8 thro' the Country 
was thus Recured. 

Reliance was still placed on the friendly disposition of the 
Chief Gaika, and hopes were entertained of an amicable inter­
course being established with the Caffres, through the ascen­
dancy of his Tribe. Meanwhile reinforcements of Troops were 
forwarded to the Frontier, and a plan of invasion and attack 
was formed. As the Dragoons had been withdrawn, and the 
small Posts were proved to be ineffectual without them in 
securing the Frontier from the inroads of the Caffres, these 
were ordered to be broken up, and a few strong PostR to be 
retained. 

The Inhabitants of all the Districts were again called to 
serve in Commandos during the projected invasion of Caffraria, 
and' which had for its object to establish the supremacy of 
Gaika, to drive the hostile Tribes and to remove their Villages 
beyond the Kesikamma, and to compel the restoration of 
Deserters and the delivery of Fire Arms. The Governor dis­
claimed his intention of extending the Colonial Boundary 
beyond the Fish River, and he adhered to his views of the 
policy of restricting the intercourse of the Caffres to a privileged 
barter at Graham's Town, to be conducted by the Agents of 
the Chief Gaika. While these arrangements were in progress, 
and before the armed Inhabitants could reach the .Frontier, 
the Caffres, taking advantag<' of the weakness of the Garri:-,on 
at Graham's Town, which had been reduced to 300 }len, 
concerted an attack, which was conducted with such secrecy, 
that the appearance of an armed ~lultitu<le upon the heights 
above the Town was the fin,t intimation that the Uarrison 
received of their approach. This attack wa:-, made with great 
confidence and was repelled with Hpirit by the Troops, which 
consisted of European and Colonial Infantry ; the want of 
Cavalry prevented the purnuit of the fugitives. 'J'he Com­
mandos having assembled, the Force crossed the Fi:-,h River 
in August; and in the course of the operations th' Caffres 
again entered the Colony in great numbers, but wer(' ev<>nt ually 
defeated and driven out with the loHs oft heir Cattle. 
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The arrival of the Governor upon the Frontier in October 
1819 and the negotiations that ensued led to some changes in 
the relations with the Caffres, and in the disposition for the 
defence of the Colony. The occupation by the Caffres of the 
Thickets along the Fish River had exposed the Frontier to 
invasion, which the posts established had been unable to 
check ; and it was stipulated with the Chiefs that the Chumie 
and Keiskamma Rivers should be recognized as the future 
boundary ; the banks of the latter River being open admitted 
of the Establishment of strong Posts in advance which from 
their situation might be calculated to control the Caffres. A 
short interval was allowed them to remove their property 
beyond those Riven,, when the Kraals or Villages were directed 
to be destroyed ; and it was stipulated and agreed that the 
country between the Fish River and Keiskamma should remain 
unoccupied. Gaika was recognized as the Chief of all the 
Country between the new Colonial Boundary and the Lands 
occupied by a peaceable Tribe situated on the further confines 
of Caffraria. His authority over the other Border Chiefs was 
to be exerted for the suppression or the punishment of depre­
dations committed within the Colony, in which he would be 
:,mpported by the Troops stationed at the advanced Posts, 
with orders to take from the Depredators an equal quantity of 
Cattle, and otherwise to punish them with severity . At the 
request of Uaika a .:\lissionary Instructor was again appointed 
to rmiide with him, who al:! a Political Agent would be also a 
medium of communication with the Colonial Government. 

On the completion of these arrangements, the armed ln­
habitantl:l were dismil:lsed from Service, and the Commando 
Tax wal:l relevied in the following year upon all the Districts 
excepting thol:le of Graaff Reinet and Uitenhage. At · this 
juncture the emigrant Settlerl:l arrived and were located in 
Albany, and their preoence gave encouragement to the old 
Colonists to resume the Lands, which the unsettled state of 
the Country had induced most of them to abandon. 

Many thomiand head of Cattle were taken and recaptured 
during the operations of the war in 1810, of which no account 
was takPn ; but in the District of Uitenhage 12,590 Head of 
Horses and Cattle were returned as taken from the J nhabitants, 
besides 2059 sheep, and of which only 859 Head were recowrcd. 
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During the year 1820, being the first year of the establif,hment 
of the Emigrants in Albany, 483 Head were return<'d as stolen 
by and 121 as recovered from the Caffres. In 1821, th<' 
numbers returned as stolen did not exceed 298 Head of Hornes 
and Cattle, of which 94 Head were retaken and diRtrihuted ; 
but in the following year (1822) the depredations alarmingly 
increased; 2,591 Head of Horses, Oxen and Cows being 
reported to have been stolen from the Settlers in Albany, of 
which 778 Head were recovered by the Troops. These depre­
dations were continued in the following year (1823), in which 
2, 1:-16 Head of Horses and Cattle were carried off, of which 32G 
were recovered. These depredations were ascribed by Lord 
Charles Somerset to the relaxation of the System of defence 
that. His Lordship had established ; and it is admitted by the 
Commandant who was appointed on the return of His Lordship 
to the Colony, that he had not persevered in the attempt to 
exclude the Caffres by patrolling in the 1'hickets upon the FiRh 
River. 

The Instructions had been that whenever it became necessary 
to cross the boundary in pursuit of the CaffreR, Cavalry or 
mounted men should alone be employed ; th<' Infantry being 
alone er1gaged in patroiling the Thickets. Colonel Scott. waR 
of opinion that it was impracticable to prevent them by Huch 
means from entering the Colony ; that when thefts were rom­
rnitted, the employnwnt of Cavalry in the pursuit of tht• 
I>epredators had been promptly re1::1ortecl to, but that. thP 
address with which the C'affres d11ded pm•:-;uit in the 'l'hi<'l{<'ts, 
and surpriz<'d llw objects of thl'il' attaelrn, as it had Pnnhled 
thPm to approach in numben, l'Vl'll to Oraharn'R 'l'o,\ n and 
unohs(•rvecl, would defeat the vi~ilance of the• Patroles in 
arresting a few straggling Depredatcm,; that patrolling in tht• 
'l'hickets was haraHsing to the• troops without being efkd ual 
to the object propoHcd by it; and that the PstabliHhmc•nt of 
Poi;ts upon the new Frontier, with orders to patrole occiu,ionally 
between them, would afford better protection to the Colonists 
than by expm,ing the Troops at all Heai-;onH in an arduous and 
unprofitable Sc·rvicc. Colonel Scott was di;;poscd to rPly rnueh 
upon conciliatory intercourse with tlw C'affre Chief:-, ~rnd an 
encour·agenwnt to barter with tlw Tribe's by means of LhP 
establishment of Fairs. The depredations \\ hich increased >10 
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much in the year 1823, he ascribed to the interruption of their 
peaceable relations occasioned by an attempt that he wac, 
directed to make to Heize the Chief Gaika in his Kraal. 

The reliance that had at one time been placed upon the 
effect to he expected from establishing the Supremacy of this 
Chief over the border Tribes had in a great degree been 
weakened, from the continuance of depredations committed 
upon the Colonists. At the conclusion of the \Var, Gaika had 
retired with his followers behind the Chumie River. and the 
:\Iissionary Agent who had been appointed to reside with him 
was allowed to form an Establishment in the vicinity of his 
residence. This Agent had been deputed in the year 1818 to 
proceed to Caffraria, with instructions to cultivate a friendly 
intercourse with the Tribes, and by the influence of example 
to attempt to diffusP amongst them the principles of the 
Christian Religion, and the arts of civilized life. Independently 
of these original objects, the duties that devolved on the Agent 
were important, under the peculiar relations that subsisted 
between the Caffre Tribes and the Colony. He was required 
to watch the condud and proceedings of the Caffre Chiefs, to 
observe that DeserterH from the Colony whether Soldiers, 
Slaves, or Hottentots, were given up to the Magistrate upon 
the Frontier. Depredations upon the property of the ColonistH 
continued at the same time to be committed. \Yhen the 
stolen Cattle WNP traeed into the tenitory of flaika, they wert' 
usually restored, or an equivalent given for them ; but thP 
inft>rior Chiefs wen• found to (·onnive at tlw thefts and O.aiku 
t'Vinced no disposition to punish the Offenders. or to exert tht> 
l'Ontrol of \\ hi('h the ( lovernor had recognized him in the 
posst'ssion; ind(•ed tht' \gt>nt had n•ason suhsequentl.v 1o 
twlil'VP that he had detaint>d Home Cattle, that another ChiPf 
had st>nt to him to be restored to tlw Colony. 

A sNious occurrence took plact> about the end of the year 
18~ I, originatin~ in t.he srizun' of 48 Head of Cattk, and tlw 
:\lurdt>t' of an l~nglish NettlPr. A Dt'tach11H'nt was sent into 
Cafl'rnria, but Oc1ika rPn<kred no assiHtancc in tracing tlw 
,raraudcrs. .\ (\tffre was subsequPntly givrn up by anothrr 
Chief as ('Oll('Cl'IW<l in the ~lurdPr, and ordt>rs were transmitted 
frn111 Head (luartl•rs for his cxec·uiion if he should be prov<•d 
to h,tv<' l'ommitted the Crime. A eonfon,nep was ht'ld \\ith 
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Gaika and his Son, in the course of which the prisoner confessed 
the crime, and the Commandant having no doubt of his 
identity, required the Chiefs to direct him to be executed; 
this was resisted at first, but the man was strangled on the pre­
paration of the Troops to enforce the execution. 

Such had been the progress of the relations established with 
the Caffres, and such the degree of tranquillity restored to the 
Frontier, when a dispute arose between Gaika and his Subjects 
who resided with the Missionary Agents, which led to the 
attempt to seize the Chief by means of a .Military force. In 
January 1822 it was reported by the Agent that two Persons 
who resided at the Station, and who had formerly been in 
service with the Colonists, had observed some Horses in pos­
session of the Caffres, two of which they recognized as the 
property of their former :\fasters ; that they took and restored 
them to the owners, in consequence of which reprisals were 
made by the seizure of all the Cattle belonging to the people 
who resided with the Missionaries. As the Horses were in 
possession of the Tribe that acknowledged the authority of 
Gaika's Son, his cognizance of the transaction was apparent 
as well as from his subsequent reluctance to restore the Cattle 
they had seized on requisition being made by an Officer who 
proceeded with a Party to enforce restitution. 

Gaika appears to have strongly remonstrated with the Officer 
at this interference, on the ground that the Caffres residing 
with the Missionary were his Subjects. These persons were 
chiefly composed of the people who had bdore been rPsident 
in the Colony in Service with the Lnhabitants, and whose 
expulsion had been ordered and effected. 

On the report of thiR transaction being received at H<•tul 
Quarters, instructions were sent by Lord Charil-:-- SornPrset, 
directing that a Detachment of Cavalry i-;hould bP appoint<•d 
to proceed to the residenC(\ of Gaika ancl aft.pr surrounding 
him, to demand restitution of the CattlP ; and it was dircctt>d 
that if the Demand was not complied with the Chiefs were tu 
be seized and detained till the whole should be rPstore<l. 
From the Rc>ports of the Government Agent it appeared that 
of 2i:1 Head of Cattle taken by the Caffn·s. I r,7 had bct>n 
restored on the first demand; and that a further number had 
been given up before the instructions for making the attack 
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were rt>ceivcd. On the receipt of orders by the Commandant, 
the party was sent out to ,mrprizc the Chief in his Kraal ; but 
the enterprize failed, and Gaika succeeded in escaping to the 
fastnesses of the }fountains ; the alarm however occasioned by 
this attempt induced the restitution of the remainder of the 
Cattle withheld. In the subsertuent Reports of the Govern­
ment Agents, the effects of this occurrence were stated to 
have been injurious to their influence with the Caffres, and to 
have increased the j<'alousy entertained by the Chiefo at the 
progress of the Institution. It was the decided opinion of the 
Commandant that the dep1 edatiorn; which were committed 
along tlw Eastern frontier during the year 1822 were the con­
sequence of this interference and the attempt to seize the 
Chief Gaika ; and with a view to regain the confidence of 
Gaika, he with difficulty obtained an interview with him in 
April 1823, at which the Chief was induced to renew his promise 
to check the depredations ; and the Commandant engaged to 
promote an amicable intercourse with the Caffres by the 
establishment of a Fair near the residence of Gaika in Caffraria. 
It is alleged by the Commandant that the depredations ceased 
from the period of this conference, till the public tranquillity 
was again disturbed by the mi 'condl1ct of the Dutch Farmers 
upon a part of the Frontier at that time beyond the limits of 
hiR command. 

We have already observed that the establishment of a 
:\Iilitary Force upon the EaRtPrn Frontier had tended to chf!ck 
the irregularity that had formerly prevailed under the ystem 
of defence by Commandos, but ai-, the Eastern Frontier had 
alone been subje<'t to the inroads of the CaffreR, the extensive 
eonfineR to the Northward were still left to the protection of 
the armed Inhabitants. The Scotch Party of Settlers havin& 
been pstabfo1hed there in 1820, added much to its security by 
thPir union and vigilance in the protection of their property; 
ancl to this circumstance may be attributPd the fact of their 
having :-;ustainecl no loss, altho' depredations continued to bt> 
committed upon the Boer;:; in their immediate neighbourhood, 
in consequence of which Commandos were constantly sent 
out at the discretion of the Field Cornets. 1n the month of 
Sl•ptemhe1· of that year an application was made for the 
assistance of the Troops in Albany to retaliate upon the 
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C'affn·s for somP dPprcdatiom; imputed to them. Tlw appli­
cation heing refrrred to the Commandant hy the Officers of 
the advanced PoHts, ilw Field Cornet did not await the result 
hut sent a Commando of Boers into Caffraria which was finally 
driven out by the Caffrcs, agairn.;t whom their attack was 
made ; to this occurrence, Colonel Scott attributed the renewal 
of the depredations along the ·Frontier, and which eventually 
gave occasion for the attack which was ma.de in Novemlwr 
l82:J upon the Tribe to whom these dcpredatiorn, were prin­
c·ipally ascribed, and the recapture from them of a eonsideral,le 
quantity of Cattle. 8ince this evPnt the rlepredations of the 
Caffrcs have much abated, altho' thefts of Cattle have been 
oL·casionally eommittcd. 

The maintenance of the sy,;tem of defence by .Patroles and 
Detachments as established by Lord Charles Somen,et, ha,; 
unavoidably required great and incessant cxertiom, on the 
part of the Troops ; and from the reduction of the .Force it 
ha,; been rendered even more harassing to them. During the 
years 1819 and 1820, the Force maintained upon the Frontier 
a.mounted to 2,000 :\1cn, and has latterly not exceeded one 
half of that number, including the European Troops and 
native,; of the (]ape Corps. It is admitted that thiH system 
has proved very destructive Lo thP health of the .Men from the 
effects of labour and fatigue and of constant exposure' to the 
Sun and N"ight \V'inds. The fitness of the Hotfrntots for this 
harassing Service has been provecl from Lheir habit of pene­
trating tne Thickc't, and by the remarkable facility with ,\11ich 
they pursue' the tracks of tlH' Ca.ffrc•:-; who may have committed 
thefts of Cattle till they have traced them to the Kraal of the 
Tribe by whom Lhey have hec'n received or harboured. The 
aC"tivP exertions that have been made to maintain the efiicicncy 
of thi'l system of defence haH' no doubt operated dming tlw 
last year a,; a salutary check upon the Caffres, and secured thl' 
lnhabitants upon tlw .FrontiCI' from the frpq uene_), of t hmw 
depredations thaL had fornwrly rendered tlwir tl'nme so pre­
carious ; but however well calculated to effect this important 
object, it, mm;t be obvious from pasL cxpcrienC'e that the 
maintenance of a system that depends for its eiliciency upon 
such severe and unremitted exertions of the Troops, must 
require either an increase of the Force or a frequent relief of 
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it, as ,my relaxation must tend to a rene\\ al of the disorders 
\\ 'hich are thus coercively repressed. 

Tlw attP.mpt to establish tranquillity upon the Frontier by 
compelling the Caffres to retire has been proved to have been 
tmsuccessful, while it has entailed expences upon th<.' Uovern­
ment and sacrifices upon the People, which have in no degree 
been compensated by the acquirement of the territory which 
was the object of it, and which has at length been partially 
settled by the British Emigrants ; and there is much reason 
to conclude, that if the prudent measures that were taken to 
settll' the Hottentot Tribes in the Uitenhage District under 
the fin,t BritiHh Administration had been extended to the 
Settlt•ment of the Caffres in the Zuurveld, the allegiance of a 
useful body of m<.'n might have been acquired to the Colony 
inHtead of entailing a Herics of cief,trucli vc \Vars, undertaken 
for their cxpubion, and l'ontinued with the object of estab­
lishing the supremacy of a Rival Chief who was a principal 
Sufferer from the collisions that ensued. [t has at length been 
found expedient to abandon this policy and to recognize the 
responsibility of each Chief for the conduct of his adherents. 
We are disposed to concur in the expediency of a system 
which relieves the Government from the necessity of inter­
posing in the internal disputes and dissension:,; of the Tribes : 
and the appointment of ~iissionary Agents to reside with them 
has been calculatecl to improve the pacific relationH that have 
lwen generally estal>fo,hed. The number of Caffres and 
<lhonac1uas rt'siding with the two Institutions amounted to 
four hundn'd and forty five at the end of the last year. 

In the consideration of the means of civilizing the Caffres, 
,llld of permanently establishing the tranquillity of the Border, 
Wl' are led to notice the great success that has attended the 
rPcent establishment of Fair1o at Fort \Villshirc situated on the 
boundary of the nPutral tt'rritor_v. 

Pn,vious to tlw disturbant'l'H in 1818, the 'hicf Uaika had 
bee11 privih•gccl to Hem! his agents to Graham':,; To,rr1 for the 
pmposes of Barter, and instructions were given to the Mission­
ary Agent to ascl'rtain the means of establishing a more 
Pxtencled intercournc. In 1821 Fairs were appointed to be 
held, at, which the Caffrcs were allowed to obtain the articles 
they rcquirccl in exchange for Cattle and other produce of their 
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Country. The admission of the Caffres within the boundary 
and the indulgence of allowing them to hunt in the Forestf, on 
the Banks of the Fish River, appears to have given alarm to 
the Settlers who had property in the neighbourhood, and these 
Fairs were r:mbscquently discontinued. 

fn November 1823 a Proclamation was issued, prohibiting 
under the severest penalties, all intercourse with the Caffres, on 
the ground that the illegal traffic carried on by the Settlers had 
been the cause of the recent depredations. These rigorous 
restrictions being strongly opposed to the interests of all 
parties continued however to be violated both by the Settlers 
and the Caffres ; and it was not till the month of July 1824 
that Fairs were re-established; licensed dealers were allowed 
to barter with the Caffres under a temporary restriction upon 
the purchase of cattle, and the sale of Spirits, Arms and Gun­
powder. The restriction upon the purchase of Cattle wa8 
imposed with the object of checking the improvidence of the 
Caffres in disposing of their means of suh,istence ; but their 
exchange of Hides, Gum, and Ivory, has stimulated their 
industry to procure these uommodities, and has led to a barter 
between them and the more distant tribes upon the confines of 
Caffraria. ThP quantity of Ivory alone that is stated to have 
hren purchased by the Colonists has amounted in Seven 
}fonths to 50,441 Pounds; and it iH estimated that 16,800 
Pounds of Gum and lo,O0O HideH were purchased in the f-irr,t 
Five }lonths. The articles in greatest requefit with the Caffres 
al'<' Coloured RPadR and RuttonR, especially the former, which 
are employed by them as a medium of circulation, and aH they 
have hitherto bren scarce and are alHo exchang('able with the 
mon' distant tribes for the articles in demand in lhr Colony, 
some time will elapse before tlwy will have acquired a Hufticient 
(tnantit.y to enable them to appreciate- the intrinsic value of 
Ruch art iclPR ; in th<' mean time the high prices which tlw 
lic('!lRed dealer:- hav(• paid to tho Merchants for tllC'm hav<' 
redueed the profit8 of tht•ir Rarter, altho' th<' valuable com­
modities received from the CaffreR have been sold to the 
Merchants at rat<>s that have raiHed consiclcrahle competition 
with the Dealers. From the 5th August 1824 to the 12th 
March 1825 one hundred and seventy four Licences were issued; 
and with few exceptions they were taken out by the English 
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Settlers. The ~lissionary Agents have also effected their pur­
ehases, and paid their Labourers by means of Beads, and have 
thus possessed a considerable command over the labour and 
property of the Caffres. The Government Agent has recom­
mended the introduction of English Copper Coins as a medium 
of Exchange between the Colonists and the Caffres. 

On a deliberate review of the policy and proceedings of the 
Colonial Government in relation to the Caffre Tribes, we are of 
opinion that the depredations committed upon the English 
Settlers ha vc been more the result of the imperfect success that 
attended the measures on which the Government relied for 
securing the permanent tranquillity of the .Frontier, than of any 
neglect of those measures subsequent to the arrival of the 
Settlen;. 

The presence of a ~1ilitary .Force afforded a general protection 
against any hostile designs of the Chiefs which might have led 
to the renewal of the former destructive inroads ; and the 
occaRional thefts committed upon the Cattle of the Settlers had 
at no antecedent period been wholly repressed, notwithstanding 
the vigilance and exertion of the Troops. 

As the Scotch Settlers at the Baviaans River had succeeded 
in preserving their Cattle altho' exposed to the predatory 
attempts of the Caffm,, it is reasonable to conclude that the 
los!:lcs of the Albany Settlers were in some degree ascribable to 
their negligence in thC' care of Cattle, and to their want of 
Servants to herd them. 

Altho' the salutary effects of enforcing the system of defence 
c:-1tablished by Lord Charles Somerset have been recently 
experienced, we must ascribe the tranquillity that prevails on 
the Frontier in a still greater degree to the intercourse that has 
t'mrned from the recent establishment of Fairs ; and it is much 
to be rC'gn'tt cd that a mcasun' so well calculated gradually to 
supersede the necessity of coercive measures and thereby 
rt'cluec the e:xpern,e of maintaining a. large Military Force 
:-ho11ld not ha.Vt' bPen t'arlier dfoctc-d, by which the benefits 
that have resulted to all parties would at the same time havo 
been attained. 

Altho' tlH' final abandonment of the Settlement of Fredericks­
burg was the immediate consequence of the Troops (sic) 
stationed for its protection, the clissatii;faction that led to the 
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dis:-;olution of the parties had l'xisted prP\'ious to the n'turn of 
Lord Charlc>s Ronwrsct to the Colony. Con ·idcrnhle progrl'ss 
had bee•n made during the fin;t three' months after its l'stahfo,h­
ment, but in consequence of the ge,wral reduction of thP 
.\frican Corps, and tllC' advantageous employment that t hl' 
Holdiers readily obtained in the Frontier Districts, much dis­
content was excited in those who had prc·viously Pntered into 
engagcmenti; with the Officen, who settled on the Bclrn ; a 
disposition to recede• from their engagements acC'ordingly 
prevailed with the s<'rvants, and numerous desertions took 
place, while those who adhered to their locations were dis­
eouraged. 

The Officers eomplained that the Lands had not been 
measured pursuant to the original Agreement, and that thl' 
allotment, of them had in eonseguc'nce been postponPd till the 
, 'eason for cultivation had passed and their rcf-omces were 
considerably impaired. 

The eventual dispersion of these Partic·s upon c•xtensivl' 
allotment.-; of Land must have tended to diminish tlwir utility 
as a defcncr to the Settlements in Albany·, while the oppor­
tunities of trafficking with the Caffres might have been preju­
dicial to the peace of the Front icr from the tempt at ion to 
infringe the Regulations hy which it had been deemed 
c ·pedient to rC'strict that trafiic. It ,,,ts admitted IJy thl' 
Officcn; that the restriction in quc:stion had been trnni-; rre ·scd 
in some instances hy men who had >btained allotmenti-; at 
Frederieksburg; and that the presence of the Guard \Hts 
required as a restraint upon thc·m. 

Altho' the Settlc-nwnt clid not cover that. part of the Front ie1· 
"hich was most exposed to depredation, it might nevcrthPlc-s. 
in a colleetivc form have prnved a Herviecablc check upon the 
Caffres <luring any general incur ·ion. 

The recent reduction of tlH' Albany Levy may have upn­
scclccl th· ncc<•s ity of entering at any length into the cireum­
stancc • that led to its formation. 

In a Proclamation that wa,; issued by Lord Charlc•s i-;omersd 
in October 1822, it wm; directc•d that in aecorclanec \\ith the 
ancient Law and lJsag<' of the Colony, the enrolling of the 
Inhabitants in Commandos, and in con, ide•ration of the 
e.·po:se<l situation of the Albany District, a election of Si. 
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hundred of the British :::lcttlen; r-;hould he made for the pur­
pose of being formed and disciplinC'd in six Division1-;, with the 
view of enabling the Landdrnst to ;-wail himself of their aid 
in thC' mo:,;t C'flicicnt manner. The Division, were directed to 
asHcmble every fortnight, and monthly }lusters were appointed 
for the whok Levy, at which the armed Settlers were enjoined 
to attend under a penalty of fifty Rixdollars, or one month's 
imprisonment. The Oath of Allegiance was required to be 
taken, to which waH added an engagement to Rerve on all 
Commando:, calkd out by the ~lagistratc. Objections were 
madc by tlw Settlers to taking this Oath, by which they con­
::;ickred that they would render them:,;elves amenable to :Military 
Law ; and a .\1emorial waH addrc•,H,cd by them to the Governor 
upon the subject. In the reply of Lord Charles Somcr:-;et it 
was cxplai1wd that, they were enrolled pursuant to the ancient 
Law of tlw Colony. The Oath would appear to have been 
taken from the 4:kd Aet, (leorge :3rd, Cap. !)H for embodying 
the Yeomanry and Volunteers in ( lrcat Britain ; hut as the 
~ettlers were hound to serve' in Commandos, the obligation 
they were rPqnired to contract was not discretionary. 

:-:leveral l ndividuals had m<'anwhile been prosecuted before 
t lie District Court ; but on HubsC'quently taking the Oath the 
penalties w<·re ordcrC'<l to he remitted. According to the 
Colonial Law CV<'ry Burgher who has attained the age of l(i 

}'<',U'H is obligccl to enrol himself, and is liable to be called to 
sen·e in Commandos; but in the lrn;tructions that\\ ere given 
to the Commandant on the .Frontier, it was explained that the 
Levy ,, as not rct1uircd to be detached from their home::;, but 
\H're to constitute a defensive force in the event of the employ­
ment of the Regular TroopH beyond the .Frontier. 

The as:,cmbly of the Settlers with a view to their formation 
and discipline may have he<'n attended with some inconvenience 
to tlll'm from the l1Plph-,;s Hituatwn m which many of their 
Farnilic•s ,, ere ldt, but at tlw period of our arrival in the 
Colony, tlw Landdrost, who had been appointed the Com­
mandant, had ceased to rcc1uire their attendance at the places 
of mw;lN, nor had they been ·ubsequently called together, till 
on the appointment of a new magistrate to the District in the 
present yrar, tllC' Levy was finally disbanded by Proclamation. 

As the object of this Enrolment was to unite the Settlers for 
l 2 
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the purpose of defending themselves in the event of any 
desultory incursions of the Ca:ffres, we do not conceive that 
any necessity existed for their regular formation in Troops and 
Companies, although the distribution of Arms and Ammuni­
tion, and some practice in the use of them was calculated to 
give them confidence on their locations. 

We concur in the view taken by the Governor of the obliga­
tion of the Settlers under the Colonial Law to serve in Com­
mandos if required, and also in the inexpediency of detaching 
them from their families, who would thus have been left 

- -

without protection in an exposed part of the Country ; but we r 
are not aware that any circumstance had arisen at the parti-
cular period that was chosen for reducing the Establishment, 
that might not equally have suggested the measure in the 
preceding year, in which the District had been free from any 
apprehension of inroad from the Ca:ffres. 

The present circumstances of t,he District of Albany, and the 
alteration that has taken place in the feelings of the Settlers, 
render it equally unnecessary that we should detain Your 
Lordship with any detailed conRideration of the complaints 
that have been made of the obstructions that were opposed to 
their meeting with the object of forming resolutions, and 
addressing remonstrances to the general or local Authorities. 

Some measures that had been adopted on the return of Lord 
Charles Somerset to the Colony in 1822, had given much 
dissatisfaction to the Emigrants ; and the appointment made 
by His Lordship of a Magistrate for the new District was 
extremely unpopular. Much delay occurred in obtaining 
answers to the Memorials that, were presented, and a general 
distrust prevailed amongst the English Settlers of the nature of 
the communications made by the Landdrost to the Governor. 
We find that this correspondence was generally of a private 
nature, and did not pass through the ordinary Channel of the 
Colonial Office. 

ln Lhese circumstancefl it waH propoH<:d by some of the 
principal Settlers to call a meeting, the object of which they 
allege to have been to prepare a Statement of their grievances 
for submis8ion to the Governor. Tlwre was an obvious 
irregularity in the attempt to convene this Meeting without 
the consent of the Landdrost; and in the Proclamation that 
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was issued on this occasion, the interference of the l\Iag'stratc 
who prevented the ~leeting was accordingly approved. 

In the animadversions that were passed upon the conduct of 
Individuals who had promoted a belief that the Governor was 
not duly informed of the Complaints of the Settlers, we cannot 
so readily concur ; as the numerow; and injurious delays to 
which the Settlers were at that time, exposed, did eventually 
render necessary the appointment of a Commissioner for the 
special investigation of their claims, and may justly he con­
sider<'d to have retardt>d the progress of the Settlement. 

The m~asures that were carried into f'ffect by Lord (;harlc:-­
Homcrset during his late visit to the Albany District, having 
given general satisfaction to the l:,etilers by removing the 
principal sources of their fornwr discontent, we cannot doubt 
that His Excellency is now fully serrnible that tlw Settler,; 
were actuated in their complaints by no factious or disloyal 
motives, whatever feelings may have been excited in tlw 
majority of them by the neglect of their interests on the part 
of the Landdrost, upon ,vhom the Governor had principally 
relied for information respecting them. 

'l'he recent reduction of the Establishment of a Government 
Farm upon the Frontier, has removed the apprehern;ion enter­
tained by the Settlers of the competition of its produce with 
their own. The Farm had been subject to the same losses that 
the Settlers had sustained from the visitation of the '' Rust " 
in the Corn ; and the Superintendent had been actively 
Pmployed in purveying for the Commissariat, by purchasing 
Hupplics throughout the Frontier Provinces. It was chiefly in 
this manner that the Troops and the Settlers had been rationrd, 
altho' the Accounts were kept in the name of th<' Sorn<:'rsct 
l!'arm. As the resource:-; of the 8ettlen1 increased, it ,,'as 
reasonable to conclude that the effrct of this competition would 
he injurious to them; and tlw reduction of the Establishmf'nt 
may therefore be c·onsider<'d to have been judicious. 

Tlw Contracts for the supply of Meat for the European 
Troops at Graham's Town have been in the handR of English 
Setth,rs during the last year. 

We had occasion in a late Rt>port to bring under the con­
sidPration of Your Lcmbhip the important advantages that 
wou Id n•sult to the n<'\\ ~c,ttlements from opPning OH• mino, 
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Ports, upon the Coast. The expences that have accumulated 
upon all the supplies that have been obtained from Cape Town 
have been considerably enhanced by the double freight, and 
have constituted a serious augmentation to the emit of every 
imported article. 

The Privilege accorded to the Settlers of importing their 
Supplies directly from Europe, and from Eastern Ports, and of 
exporting their own produce, would afford a most Ralutary 
relief to all Classes, and would directly tend to hasten the 
progress of the new Settlements. "\"Ve have &c. 

(Signed) JOHN T1i0}1AS BIG GE, 

WILLIA:\1 ~1. G. CoLEBROOKE. 

rThe Annexures to this Report are so voluminous as to fill 
nearly the whole of two large manuscript volumes. All of 
them, however, with the exception of those that follow, ,vhich 
I have numbered differently, have already been printed.- ­
G. M. T.] 

!Enclosure 1 in the above.] 

ProrJrimation by His EXCELLENCY HENRY SwELLENGRF.BEL, 

Governor of the United N etherland8 East India Con, pau y, 
and Council at the Cape of Goorl !lope, and the dependencie8 
thereof. 

Whereas it has been found by experience that the Signals es­
tablished and fixed by Proclamation of the 2nd December l 7:l-1 

immmoning all inhabitants of the Country DistrictH to rcpail' 
to Town in casef' of necessity docs not answer the• expectPd 
intentions, as the Signal Oum, fired from the places tixe<l 
by said Proclamation cannot. be hcaed in thP rPmote Distrids, 
and consequently no dcpPndcncp C"an be placed tlwreon, whic-h 
on that ac0ount as well as of the d0plorablc Htate of affairs in 
Europe require the ncccHsary Provision:-, to be made in time : 
:-io that the Inhabitants and .their 1-lervantH may as spec'dily as 
possible repair to Town in cases of attack from the E1wmy 01· 

otherwise in order to a:-isist in resisting the EnPmy with forcP 
and Vigor, so is it that we having consultt>cl the Ortiecrn of the 
Militia of Cape Town and the 8tcllenbosd1 and Drakenstcin 
Districts, repealing by these presents thl' afon·:-iaid Proclama-
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tion, have thought fit for the Service of the Company and the 
general Good to order and direct accordingly that all and every 
Inhabitant of thP Cape and Country Districts, together with 
the Company's Servants in their employ immediately after they 
receive directions to that, effect from the Landdrost or their 
commanding or Subaltern Officers, Field Corporals and others, 
shall have to repair to Town without delay provided with their 
Uniforms and Firearms, and assemble behind the Ca:tle, where 
they being safe from the fire of the Enemy's F-hips, arc to wait 
the Orders of His Excellency 1 he Governor or the Officer 
commanding in the Castle or on the Sra Coast. 

And in order to facilitate this memmre, the persons who are 
the first ordered to repair to Town, as also those who may 
otherwise have obtained information thereof shall he oblio-ed 
to give immediate notice to their Neicrhbours and others of 
the general Summons, or the presnmption of the appearancP 
of the Enemy, in order that every one without di:-;tinction or 
hindrance may come to Town without waiting any command:-; 
to that effrct, or to detain themselves longn than absolutely 
necessary : all persons therefore without e. ·ception, shall on 
hearing a Oun or seeing the Dutch Colours hoisted at the Flag 
:-3taff erected on the Platte Kloof Hill, which will not only 
cknote a general Summons for all Persons re:-;iding in tlw 
f nterior of this Colony to proceed to Town as soon as possibk 
and to assemble at the appointed spot behind the Castle, hut 
also to inform others thereof. and to advise them to do tht' 
sa Ill<'. 

And when•as in case of an unhoped for attack from the 
J ◄::1wmy a grcat number of Hlaves will be n'qnirC'd to h<' Pm­

ploy<'d as thP <·as!' may rcquin', it, is hereby furtlwr onk1wl 
and dircdPd to ihc persons thus proc<'eding to 'l'o,,11, to h1:ing 
with ilt<'lll a-; many of their Hln\Ps as thc·y may l'onsider 
IH'<'l'ssary, and whi<'h can hl' spared from the numhPr of thosl' 
not necessarily occupiPd . 

. \11 PPrsons OwrPforc knowing how to conduct th<•msclv<'s 
in the aforesaid Cast's, \\ ithout that any plea whatever will be 
:tt•ecpt<•d for 1 heir r<'maining at home, who shall not punctually 
obs<•t'V<' and obey thesc our ordcrs and Commands will be 
punished as pNjurer;-; and trail or:; wii h D<•at.h without any 
,\h-rc·y or distirn.:tio11 of P('l'::;011s; hui i11 thc <' ·ppctatiou that 
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those Inhabitants in compliance with their Oath of Allegiance 
will refrain from such treacherous Conduct, as the safety of 
this Colony and the resisting of the Enemy grPatly depends 
upon their faithful behaviour, as also the secunuy- of their lives 
and Property and that of their Religion and l➔'amilie , for 
which all Nations and e::,pecially our Ancestors, have sacrificed 
their lives and property, and which being also done here. will 
deserve the Blessings of Providence, which beyond all human 
comprehension, has so often saved our Country £mm all 
visitations and plunder from the Enemy. 

And in order that none may plead ignorance hereof, W<' 

further order and direct that this our Proclamation shall be 
published and affixed in the usual manner ; and WP clePm it 
necessary and expedient for the interest of the Company an<l 
for the good of this Government. 

Given in the Castle of Good Hope the 2bt .\Iareh I i4L ,rn<l 
proclaimed the ::,ame day. 

(Signed) HK. S\\ELL ENC1RJmEL. 

(In Margin) The Company's Seal in Hed Sealing Wax (and 
underneath) 

By Command of His Excellency the Governor and Council. 

(Signed) F. DE OR.\ ·n1'RB, Member and l:,ec,·etary. 

( ~nclosure ~ in Ow ab< w. j 

E.rtract from a letter arldre.s.sed by C\PT.\t;,,.; ,J. C. S.\tY'f'll, .licfr­
de-Oa,np to the LrnuT,~:"li\11/'l' Oon:R:"liUlt ;\I\.JOH (lf.:~~rn,1. 
DuNIH, lo .\IR. M.\Y.Nm1tal (/muff Rei/lit. 

('API·: Tow.-., -~th ./11/,1 ISOI. 

The Lieutenant Govemol' i.i <·xtrenwly sony to hPar of th<• 
late conduct of Rensburg, aH mention<'cl in your lettPr of th<· 
29th April tot he former Covcmor; but should your Pnc.kan1un; 
to convince him of hi:-i PrrorH unfortunately Jll'OVl' fruitle~s, I 
am directed to reciut•:-it you will inform him that tlw g<'neral 
tranquillity of the Colony cannot hy any means }ip sacrific·ed 
to his prejudict's and pas:;ions re ·pcding the Caffres : and Hi::; 
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Honor leaves it to your discretion to take such measures as 
may be necessary to make him depart from the district of 
Graaf£ Reinet as soon as his longer stay in the neighbourhood 
of the Caffres may appear to be incompatible with the public 
tranquillity, as Government has resolved to follow as far a:­
possible the ,vise and wholesome system of pacific measures 
for the treatment of those Savages, which the people of the 
Colony are now convinced have so efficaciously restored the 
general tranquillity. 

The Lieutenant Governor being satisfied as to your accurate 
knowledge of Buys and of the other irr<'gnlar and turbulent 
spirit.5 of the district, does not conceive it neceRsary to say 
anything respecting the line of conduct to be observed to,,ards 
them, as His Honor leaves it entirely to your judgment and 
discretion, but he requeRts to hear from you on all such occasions 
of consequence as may :-;eem to you to merit His Honor's 
attention. Every day appears to confirm more and more tlw 
correctness of your opinion regarding the peaceable inclinations 
of the Caffres, of which the conduct of Congo in n·storing the 
Cattle of Van Rooyen affords a clear proof. 

rEnclo,mre :3 in the above.] 

SUNDAY'S RTVF.R, 22nd ,1/ay 1803. 

,J. \V. ,fANss~:Ns, Oove/'llor and Oeneml of the Gape of Good 
/lope, lo the Co:-.rnA. D\NT 01rn~m \.L BoTIL\. and the other 
Oomma111l<t11/s in the Camp at thr Sunday's Rivl'r. 

( \nni \ND.\::--l'rs, \VP unanimously think about the desirable­
JH•ss of g<>neral quiet, and how much is contributed thc1:cto 
through lasting pcaC'e, hut cvPn if this is to be proeured on 
reasonable terms, tlwre still rt)maius one difficulty; l will only 
nwnt ion orn·. .\I any Burght'rs ha vc c>xpericnced gn'at losses 
in OxPn, Cows, llorsPs, 8hcep and many othl'I' things, wherein 
the welfare of this colony consists; it will not be possible to 
makP good thl'sl' lo:--ses; it must be recovered in tinw by 
dilig<'t1('(', pPael', frugality and lahour ; and I do not despair 
that the well known liberality of tlH' Dutch Nouth Africans, 
who have not, or have very littll' suffered, will gather together 
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something to assist those who are in almost total poverty; 
perhaps the Government will by some means give assistance, 
yet theRe joined together will only make good a small portion 
of the losses sustained. .Many people, ao it appear:; to me, 
expect that by some arrangements with the Caffres much of the 
stolen cattle will be returned. l do wish it with all my heart, 
but I may not flatter myl:lelf with or depend upon it. 1 wish 
that the South Africans would clearly comprehend the following, 
and they should feel more fully the necessity of Peace. It is 
a great difference if people lose their goods by theft or by the 
fate of war; in the first case we have them returned if they 
can be found, but not, or very rarely in the latter ; and 
hoping by an amicable agreement or by the fate of war, and 
which has happened from the longest known time:,;, we have 
yet in the midst of desolation establi,;hed a sort of claim. 
Thus we consider what we gain from our enemies in battle as 
a prize and the lawful property of the conquernr; and whcr<'as 
by the surrender of the Cape in the year l 795, the .\lagazines, 
Slaves, Oxen, and everything which belonged to the Govern­
ment have fallen into the hands of the English, yet by the 
return of the CapP, th8 lands and buildings have been given 
back, but not the before mentioned, and everything we have 
of it has b<'en purchased from the English ; thus it is with 
the Cattle of the Colonists, we may desire and do our best to 
recov<'r some of it, but W<' cannot say you must r<:turn it. for 
on a refm,al nothing 'follow:; but the commencement of war 
and then there is a cha11ee on the 01w sidC' to re<"over some b,v 
eonquest, yet 011 tl1P other Hide WP arp in dangPr to losp that 
which we have triPd to kPrp. and WP \I ill nt>vc•r conw lo th1• 
en<l of devmitations. 

'l'hel:l<' remarks r hav1• thought Jll'OJH'I' lo make• to you \\ ith 
the rcqur:-it to ac-quai11t thp other BurghPr,; thPrc•with, in ordl'r­
that they do not, through Home misund1•rsta11ding, to lhl·ir 
own and their cotmtry'H misforturw, make a right ut an 
unsupportl•d c·lai m. I n•main &e. 

(Signl'd) 

A tnu· Tramilation. 

(Sigrwd) II. F. IJij11N1,:, :-;,1·orn 'l'ran:-ilalor·. 
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[Enclosure 4- m the above.] 

RUNDAY's RIY"ER, 22nd May 1803. 

To the Governor General in Chief J. W. Janssens. 

Convinced as we are that you proLect and guard, as a father, 
the possessions in South Africa, we are not the less obliged to 
unite our exertions and endeavours with yours, we have con­
fidence no doubt and will not deviate from the expectation, 
namely, that we shall repossess the Lands taken from us by 
the Wild nation, to the limits of the Great Fish river as for­
merly ; what relate::, to the cattle, we will satisfy ournelves 
thus far with a secure peace; when we e11nnot effect this. we 
will be contented if the Horses, Slavc>s, and Fire Arms arc 
returned. 

You have all good intentions towards the \Vild nation and 
to our peace ; yet their victory mu:,t always be considered as 
a robbery, effected in a weak way, and which we are still 
:,trong enough to regain with Sword in hand, and to procure a 
peace which will for many years insure Security to the Govern­
ment. It cannot however be effected in any other way than 
with the assistance of powder and ball, and to oblige our 
fellow citizens to arm themselves in order that an end may be 
seen to our cares and misfortunes. \Ve desire an unanimous 
peace, but not with the loss of an J nel1 of ground ; on thesl' 
tPrms we shall obey you. 

Your humble Servants, 

(Signed) P. H. BO'rIL\ l 
P. H. VAN RooYEN , • 
JACOBUS LINDI~ ( ommaJ1clant:-;. 
P. ,J. HU:\TAN 

A true 'l'rarn,lation. 

l~igned) II. F. HoHNE, Sworn Translator. 
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[Enclosure fi in the above.] 

Order by GOVERNOR ,JANSSENS. 

SOUTH AFRICA, 

ALGOA BAY, FORT FREDERICK, 1st June 180:3 . 

. J. W. Janssens, Governor and General in Chief of the Capr 
of Good Hope and the Dependencies thereof, 

Having taken into consideration that the Employing of 
Caffres in the service of the Inhabitants of this Colony may 
give occasion to dispute;; with IndividualH of that Nation, and 
even lead to general quarrels, and 

Further considnin~ that the knowledge which the Catires 
obtain through being in the Service of the Inhabitants, as well 
of the Country as of the Roads, places and language of the 
Colony, render them still more dangprous in case of a rnplur·C' 
or war, 

Resolved: 
1st. To interdict all the inhabitants of this Colony, and the.) 

are hereby forbidden accordingly, to recPive into their servieP 
any person of whatsoever age or tribe belonging to the Caffre 
Nation, directing those who may actually have snch in their 
service to discharge them immediately on becoming acquaintecl 
with this resolution, whilP the Inhabitants who have Caffres in 
their service are to provide them with the necessary nwans to 
enable them to return to their country. 

2nd. The Inhabitants who may have any Children belonging 
to the Caffre Nation, whether taken in war or otherv,ise, shall 
send foem back within the shortest pos:-;ible time to the kl'aals 
and families to which they helong. 

:3rd. Tb is resolution shall be abHolutely imperative on tht' 
Inhabitants of thiH Colony till the pJ,,asm•p of the Commi:-;:-iary 
Oeneral shall be known, and further di:-ipositionH mad<' with 
regard to the relations between the Caffr<'H and thP Colonitsts 
after the r<'tnrn of the Governor to Cape Town. 

Extracts hereof shall be forwarded to thp Landdrosls of 
Zwdlendam and Sicllcnbosch with ordern to give information 
hNeof, where and to whom it, may h<' ne<·c-s:-,ary. A likt, 
'Extrart to be sent to :\Iajor Von Giltcn Commanding at Algoa 
Bay, for the pnrpoH<' of being communicatrd to the Field 
C'ornrt of the District, in order to its being promptly cxec:ulPd, 
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which the Governor will do likewise to the Field Cornets whom 
he may meet on his journey in the District of Graaff Reinet or 
wherever he may have an opportnnity of sen<ling it to tllf'm. 

(Signed) J. \V. ,TANSSENS. 

Ainpliation. 

From the Caffrcs who are voluntarily in the Service of the 
Inhabitants and who are immediately to bf' discharged con­
formably to the first Article shall he provisionally excluded till 
further ordern, all those who have lived upwards of a Year with 
the Burghers in whose actual Service they are. and ·who may 
wish :.;till to continue with them, but none of the other In­
habitants shall relieve them or retain the Caffres they have 
against their inclination. 

This exception does not include the Children of Caffres who 
have been taken in V,.,7 ar or othen\ ise, those shall be imme­
diately returned as the resolution dictates to their families even 
should these Children not chuse to do so. 

(Signed) J. \V. JANSSJ!:NS. 

A true Translation. 

(t:;igned) HENRY MURPHY, Sworn Translator. 

I Enclosme (i in the above.] 

Nr/rarf from lhP Cape Town Gazette of Saturday, 18th June 180:3. 

Letters dated the :lli.;t of l\Iay la:,t, received the day before 
yesterday from Algoa Bay have brought the Commi,;sary 
G<'n0ral the pleai-;ing intelligence that the Governor and General 
in Chief ,T. W. ,Janssms with his suite w0re in perfect health. 
'l'hat Gaika the king of the Caffrc Nation wai.; at war with the 
chief~ or captains of the Caffres at this Hid0 of the .Fish Hiver, 
\\ho had l'C'volted from him, whereby the laUC'l· were fearful of 
n'r•rossing the river, which otherwise they were obliged and 
n•itc.ly to do conformably to the conditions of the last p0aee. 

That king Gaika had expressed a desir<' to the Governor to 
hold a verbal conference with him, and that a day and place 
had been already appointed for the purpose. 
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That in the mean time thC' abo,c-nwntioned Caffre C'hit>fs 
\\'ere willing to preserve peace and had promised not to eomrnit 
any hrn;tilities, ancl evPn to punish with death, and extirpate 
the familie:.; of any of tlwir people ,~ho :.;hould disturb or 
plundN the Cape Inhabitants. 

That thP conduct of the Detachment, whid1 was in good 
health at l?ort .Frederik was ahov£' all praise. 

That the general wish of the Inhabitants was, that the 
,tnarchy which had HO long prevail<>d in those unhappy districts 
should at last cease, and be HUeccecled hy an ('quitable, hut 
efficacious Government. 

That the Governor although unwilling to adopt any :-;lrnng 
measure.':-;, wa:.; however, after Jong and mat,nre deliberation, 
obliged for the prPservation of tranquillity and order, and 
provisionally by ,, ay of a political precaution, to cam,P Thomas 
lgnatiuH Ferreira Senior with his family to leave thoHc quarters, 
and to order him to take up his abode in th<' neighbourhood of 
the Drm,tdy of Zwcllendam till further diHposition, and Jan 
Arend Rens to repair undPr Stellenbosch till further orders. 

The good lnhabitants of this Colony mrn,t applaurl. thi:-; 
paternal mPasure of the Governor, and sec therefrom that it is 
the scriouH intention of Oovcrnnwnt lo eau:,,e order and law to 
revive here : to proteC't the good, and to prevent the evil 
rli:,,posed frorn kindling further disturbarn•c:-;. Policy and 
,Justic(' will combine their enckavourK hereto, and tlw severity 
of the laws :-;hall pronounce again:-;t tl10s<~ for whom mild 
admonitions may be found to provt' fruitless. 

A Lnw trnnslaLion. 

(Signed) HENR\ )lURl'HY, Sworn Tram,lator. 

I l~nclostuc 7 in the above.] 

HOUTH AYRlCA, U.\1 f HAR!.\, 

IN l'Ht,; UAm• AT Tills KONAI' R!\'F,R, 

25th nj ,fn,w 180:L 

,I. \V. Jansscns, Uovl'rnor and General of the Cape of Uood 
Hope and the dcpendPneies thereof, to the Field Com­
mandant P. IL van Hooyen. 

Co~DJ.\..:rnANT,-As we arc to separate, 011 aeeount of the 
different routes we arc to take homewards, 1 cannot refrain 
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from cxpre:-sing to you, by letter, my thank:;, for the good 
s<-rviccs rendered by you to me on this land Expedition. l 
have n'aHon to he particularly satisfied at your good behaviour, 
since I lrnd the pleasure of your acquaintance and all your 
adviees and actions have appeared to me that of an honest 
ma.11 who loves his country and his duties. 

lf it lic> in my power to give you any proof:, of my esteem l 
will not neglect it. 

The young men who have composed your Commando and 
who:-c behaviour ha:,; also been exemplary, l request you will 
thank them in my name. 

\Vil h sentiments of c:-;leem and affection, I remain &c. 

(Signed) 

A l.nH' tran:-lation. 

(Signed) II. F. Hou.NE, Sworn Traw-dator. 

[ Enclosure 8 in tlH' above.] 

J;J;r/mcl from the Regulations for the organization and discipline 
of the Hurgher JI ilitia promulgated the 15th October 1803. 

Art. 3. Each Burgher of the Colony as soon as he shall 
have attained the age of 16 years shall be obliged to cause 
himself to be enrolled on the List of the armed Burgher Militia 
of the District to which he belongs. 

A true Extract translated from the Dutch. 

(Signed) J. J. F. Ros.ELT, Sworn Translator. 

[ Enclosure () in the above.J 

H.rtra<"is from a Ldtu of CoLONt;L J. U. CUYLER to the COLONIAL 

SECRETARY. 

UITENHAGE, 7th June 1810. 

The Kaffer::; who were killed a:,; i;tated in the last return, 
ending with Ultimo ,;\larch, \\ ere all I have reason to think 
killed in the aci of l:itealing, and the Hottentots and Slaves 
killed during said period were murdered by the roving Kaffers ; 
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they were H<>rds, who the Kaffers are very apt lo despatch, in 
order to enable them to take off the cattle herded by the:-;e 
poor ,vretchcs, the more easy. The Boers as:-;i,;t in herding 
their own Cattle, that is those who have no Hottentots or 
Slaves remain constantly with their Ji'lock during the whole 
day, and those whose circumstances allow them to have 
Hottentots and Slaves visit their flocks two or three times a 
day. The Kaffers are so cunning in secreting therm,elves 
whilst in the reach of a Boer, that they seldom attempt any­
thing, but the moment he has rode off a few hundred yards, 
they then dash out from behind a Hill, a Bush, or a Stone, 
and di,;pateh the poor Herd, who altho' he may be armed, and 
it sometimes happens that even two HcrdR with the sarnc 
Flock, both armed, are known to fall to the agility and boldness 
of three or four Kaffers armed with assagays. 

:\lany of the Boers I believe are short of ammunition, and 
many I think make complaints of the want of it who really 
are not so, perhaps it may be an excuse to turn out on a 
patrole, or to go with the Veld Cornet in search of stolen 
cattle &c. I conceive it would be a wise plan at the present 
crisis to have a supply at each Drostdy on the Frontier of 
Powder, Lead and Flints, where the Inhabitants might supply 
themselves and pay Government the cost, this would do away 
many of the complaintH and excuses now prevailing. Cartridges 
would be rather deficient to impply them with, on account of 
the enormous size of the bullets they use, and few of their 
firelocks having the same calibre. 

Herc each Farmer possessing from 2 to r,ooo sheep and from 
l to 200 Head of horned Cattle, must have a very cxtcns1VC' 
range to feed his flock. The 8etLlcn; cannot live much nearer 
than the extent of a Loan plaee, on that, aecount the only 
part of this Distrid \\ hPre people eould support themscln's by 
agrieulturP is the Zu urcveld, at present occupied by the 
intruding Kaffors, the rest of Lhe Country being m general too 
dry, and here, it nwy he said, allowing the ZuurevPld to h<' 
reoccupied by the present class of Boers ot the Colony and 
they to tnrn their attention to agriculture solely, what can 
they do with their produce, say of corn and\\ inc ; to ride it to 
Cape Town, it would not pay the cxpcnces, and short of Cape 
Town, at prc::;ent, they could not dispose of it, there being no 
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market in this neighhourhood, except for the supply to the 
few Troops now here. The present Inhabitants of this district 
cannot, I fear, he brought to give up their idle mode of living 
as herdsmen for some time, and then not without a successful 
and powerful example shown to them by others. If perhaps 
the farmers from Stellenbosch, and that part of Tulbagh and 
Zwellendam nearest to the Capital, were to be encouraged to 
Hettie in the Zuureveld, where they might follow up, and 
improve their present mode of growing corn and wine, by the 
advantage of a more rich and productive soil, aided by a 
moister climate, but to encourage them, there should be a new 
Dro:-,tdy eRtablished in Zuureveld, and where I have no doubt 
then' arP Hituations that would answer in point of good water 
and proximity to the coast, where a landing place it is likely 
could bP establi bed, or otherwise encouragement given to 
sonw adventurous merchant to establish himself at Algoa Bay, 
or the mouth of Swartkops River. The present Boers from 
their proneness lo idleness, and from the easy way in which 
they have acquired their numerous flocks, their only property, 
would l am almost convinced from the manner the Kaffers 
have carried on these last few years, without being permitted 
to retaliate, rather undergo a privation of their whole stock 
by orders of Government, than be obliged to continue watching 
their own flocks, and to be subject to be commanded on 
patroles, or other duties to defend. themselves and neighbours, 
aH they clearly see from the present system they will be ruined 
in the end in point of property and the hazard their own lives 
and that of their families are exposed to. 

The proposal l long since made to Government to be allowed 
to show a force of 7 or 800 Inhabitants in front of each intruding 
Chief\; Kraal, and. desire them to remove over the Great Fish 
River, driving the Cattle out before them, without allowing a 
hair of one of their heads to be touched, would in my opinion 
:;till rid us of 1 hoHe troublef.,ome intruders, with little if any 
loss of live,; on either side, and thiH could be effected by ~Ir. 
::,tockcnstrom and myself with very little military aid, provided 
we were permitted to call in the Inhabitants from the interior 
Drostdies, leaving the greater part of our own Settlers in the 
places as a rear guard to protect the Settlement and to be 
called, in case of wanting more assistance. Two or three field 
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pieces with JOO Regular Infantry and 100 more of tlw ('ape 
Regiment with the present force here, such an attempt might 
be made, altho' upon this a question will naturally ari:-;e, 
allowing the Kaffers to have been driven over the Colonial 
bounds, ev('n without a shot being fired, and the Zuurevcld 
:-;till remaining uninhabited, it may be said they will again 
intrndc. Oranted they do, occasionally, but tlwy may be 
prevented from forming any regular Establishment or Kraals, 
by assembling a Commando ·of BocrR, and driving tlwm away 
as often a8 they may attempt to re-estahlish themRelves. 

I agree with you that the futun• grants, particularly in the 
Zuun•velcl, should be limited one fourth or not exceeding one 
half of the extent of a present Loan plac(• . Then• i8 no judging 
from the little news l can collect here, whether a peace is likPly 
:shortly to take placP, but if there was , of course a great rPduc­
t ion would ta.kc place in our second Battalions and young 
Regiments. 

If two or fom Regiments were sent lwre and disbanded, 
and the officers and soldiC'rs to get grants of Land in the 
Zunrcvcld, and to be furnished by Uovcrnnwnt ·with one or 
two years provisions and irnpl0ments of Husbandry, with sce<l8 
of all sorts &c. Let the fin,t grants form a range along the 
l ◄'ish River, which would form a barrier, and which in all 
probability if two or three years scttk-d, defy the Kaffcrs from 
any attempt to intrude afterwards. The plan was adopt ('d by 
our Government, after the eorn.: lu-;ion of th<· American \Var. 
Upper Canada and part of .N"ova Hcotia \\as scUlecl in this way. 
These• Scttlen; have not only improv<•d the Country, hut \\ere 
always n•ady, and have sine(' embodied 111 provinC'ial Corps to 
def encl th<•ni:el vcs and the Country. The firsL 1-'.lttt lcrs a Ion , 
the River St. Lawrenc(• in tll<' old French time W<'l'l' sonwthing 
in this way. 1 have been inforn11•d R<'gimcnts w(•n· sent out 
from .Franr·e, and after !winer ac<·11stonwd to the Climate in a 
few yca1·s Scrvic<' were clislmndcd and SC'ignioriPs of three 
Leag11<'s s<tnarc wet'('. granted lo the Col01wl of <•,wh l{eginwnt., 
and this Tract was :--ubdividcd in small farm Lots of het.\H'<'ll 
80 or no acn•s, each , 'olclier got a Lot for whic·h h<' paid a -v cry 
:-:mall annual Rent,, mcrt>ly an aeknowlPdgenwnt lo his i-,eignior, 
ancl these Lands are to thi" day held on the old Feudal sy:,;lem. 

Tho Kaffers certainly defend ihPnbelvcs or at least their 
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Kraals arc defended by 20 or ;w men, and much oftener far 
greater number::; arc to he Hf'cn at a Kraal, but this mode of 
life if adopted by the Boers would not tend to civilize them, 
they would have constantly to live in that way, and by 
followincr it would not in a series of years be further advanced 
in point of civilization than what they are at this day. E. ·ample, 
the onlv mc,l!ls l have ever found of workinrr on illiterate ~ 0 

minds, must be shewn th"m, and who is to shew this example, 
unless Uovernment take it in hand, and plant some Europeans 
among tlwm, not, such Europeans as the first Ncttlers of this 
Country were, J)csprters or Runaway Nailors,pf'oplf' of de:-;pcrate 
means and bad conduct, who to acquire property, no doubt 
ehcatcd the original native of his cattle. 

,tuch no doubt is cxpectf'd from the Landdrost, hut ·when 
his powers are considen'd, the manner in which he i;; limited, 
not much is left, to his discretion, he cannot drive the KatTers 
away hy words, nor can h(' make the Inhabitants protect or 
guard themselvt•s more effectually than is done against the 
n•1wated rohbPries ancl murders. L have hefore stated the 
Boer::; cannot pasily he brought to live clo e together , their 
numerous Flocks cannot he supported, t.he generality of the 
present occupied Frontier will not afford them any other 
means of support Lhan what they mu:;t and can obt.ain in 
Breeding Cattle. 

[1£nclosure 10 in the above.] 

Lcfll'r from L1 IW'l'E!'i' \N'r COLO 8L Gn.u1.u1 to L1£U'l'C.:NANT 

COLONEL HEYNALL. 

UITENlUGI-:, :H. / Xot·c11wcr I SI). 

i-im, -From every information l have heen able to obtain it 
app<'ars to h(' the g('lleral iclca that, in the event of it:; being 
found ne ·essary to employ for('ihlc nwasure for the purpose of 
e. p(•lling tlw Kaffers from lJ is .\lajesty\.; Territorie:-;, the:;e 
l:lavagt•s will erHIPavour to penetrate thro' the immense extent 
of woody Country to ilw l{ear of the Commando, in which 
should they unforlunatdy succeed, it may from experience be 
cxpectt-d that they will, instigafrd by furious revenge, commit 
evpry ad of harharous <"ruelty which their unrestrairH'd 
pa.s:-;ions ean suggest, and I am sorry to ::my that tlw part of the 

l ..! 
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Country viz. Zuure and Riet l\fountainR, where the great maRs 
of the Kaffers at present are, together with the continuation of 
endless Forests upon the right Bank of Sunday's River is but 
too favorable for such an attempt. 

The Country thro' which the Sunday River runs after 
passing th.e flat open part of Graaf£ Reinet and westward of 
Bruintjes Hoogte to nearly its mouth consists of irregular 
chains and masses of Hills, occasionally interrupted by small 
vallies, the whole covered with nearly one continued Forest, 
which with the exception of the few Roads that intersect it iR 
almost impervious : completely so for men on horseback, 
tho' the Savages contrive to pass thro' it with wonderful 
celerity. 

I have visited every part of the Country which J conceived 
necessary with a view of establishing a Chain of Military Posts 
which might serve as far as the disposable Force would allow 
the triple purpose of protecting the Farms of the lnhabitants 
from the attacki,; of the Kaffers, render assistance to each other, 
or support the main body of the Commando as circumstances 
might require. T have the honor to enclose herewith a detail 
of the disposition of the Troops under my command, and by 
which you will perceive that I have judged it expedient, to 
advance the Detachment of the Cape Regiment from Graafl 
Rcinet to Bruintjes Hoogte, placing the whole of the Force 
which occupies that Division of this District under the imme­
diate orders of Lieut. Col. LyHter, and augmenting it by a few 
cavalry and one company of the Cape Regiment stationed at 
Riet River, and forming the right of the chain of Posts under 
his command, the left of which commences at Baviaans River, 
on the Borders of the Colony, and runs nearly we:,t through 
the Hoogtc. From Riet River a communication of the Chain 
runs in nearly a semi-circular direction to Algoa Bay. Tho 
~'arms surrounding the latter place having also each a small 
Guard of the 83rd Regiment to protect them. 

Exclusive of the Military which I have endeavoured Lo 
dispose of in the most advantageomi manner which the small­
ness of their numbers and the great extent of country would 
admit of, T have considered it advisable to distribute a body of 
armed Inhabitants along the same line of Defence and at tl,e 
places specified in the enclosed, with orders to keep constant 
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patroles and communication, from place to place, and pursue 
any Kaffers who may attempt to penetrate to their Rear. 

If the different Landdrosts furnish the number of Inhabitants 
they have been directed to do, the Main Body of the Com­
mando will consii:;t of about 600 Men. Of these the following 
distribution has been made, viz. 3 Divisions of 200 each : The 
Right under the command of Major Cuyler is to cross the 
mouth of the Sunday River and proceed direct to the Kraal of 
l:llambie on the Bosjesman's River. I here beg leave to remark 
that there is a more direct route to the Kraal of Slambie by the 
Pass of Ado, a Hill 40 or 50 miles from this, that Pass is however 
very narrow and steep a considerable length, and the Banks on 
t>ach side so high and wooded as to render it very favorable for 
the Kaffen, to impede the progress of the Division. By the 
Route the Right Division is to march, it will turn this position, 
while a company of the Cape Regiment and a Detachment of 
the Reserve Boors are to march by Ferreira's Ford direct upon 
it, clearing in their march the intermediate Country of any 
straggling Kaffers they may meet with, at the same time that 
they will be ready to support Major Cuyler's division if required 
and act as a Corps of observation upon the Kraal of Congo 
laying on the left Bank of Sunday River near the mouth, but 
from the circumstances of his being unable to move from sick­
ness, hemmed in, and consequently unable to act, it has been 
thought expedient to permit him to remain unmolested until it 
shall have been discovered whether with the present means 
there is a possibility of driving the other Hordes out of the 
Colony. 

The centre division, which I intend accompanying myself, is 
to assemble and march from the Roode Wal, about 40 miles 
from this and Twelve from the Kowran Ford of Sunday River. 
where it is to cross, and very near to which on the Riet and 
Zuure Bergs as abovementioned the greatest number of Caffres 
are, for which reason this divif:!ion previous to its march is tn 
be joined by 125 men from the Left, under Captain .Fraser, 
Cape Regiment, the remainder of the left Division under Land­
clrost Stockenstrom are to assemble at the place of Van der 
Vyver on the Brakke River and from thence proceed towards 
the Zuurebcrg, conducting to the Eastward such small Kraah, 
as at present appear to be on the north side of that mountain. 
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Exclm,ivc of the lndividualH who command divisions, I have 
attached to each of them intelligent officers of the Cape 
Regiment who are acquainted with the Language and manners 
of the Boers. 

The latter are divided into Companies of 50 men each with 
p=oper Commanders and under them 2 Veld Cornets, each 
having 25 men under his immediate orders. 

It is intended that the whole of the abovementioned move­
able Force shall proceed towards and form a junction at 
Rautenbach's Ford on the Bosjesman's River, conducting with 
them such Kaffers with their Flocks as the Divisions may fall 
in with, re pectively. 

In allusion to the company of the Cape Regiment above 
stated as intended to form part of a Corps of R serve, I have 
to regret being under the necessity of employing any part of 
the Military :Force in the finit instance, but to perform the 
Duty effectually I had no alternative left, and I am the more 
inclined to employ them on this occasion from the circumstance 
of its being pretty well ascertained that at preRent at least there 
are few if any Kaffers on the Route they arc to take. From 
the circumstance of the Kaffers being so very unsettled, it is 
extremely difficult to obtain any information concerning them 
which can be depended on. I have endeavoured as much as 
possible to prevent them from knowing the extent of the: 
preparations going forward, in the hope that the suddPn 
appearance of so large a forcr may produce the desired effect 
without having recourl'le to eoercivc measure:,. 

I have sent out several SpiPs, and shall defer <'losing thi:, 
Letter until their rl'turn , particularly a:, 1 ah;o hope by that 
time to notify tlw anival of the Swellendam and Tulbagh 
Qnota of Inhabitant:, and consc<1 uently of the probable <lay 
on which operation,; :-hall commence. J have also rea.'on to 
suppm;e that in a day or two I may lwar from :Mr. 8toekcnstrom 
who, it having been previously C'onccrted to inform Gaika of 
the determination of Government to make the Kaffers rPturn 
to their own Country, voluntC'ered his serviees to make the 
communication. I bPg leave h<'re to obscrv<• that there seems 
no sort of doubt of Gaika being as deeply concerned in th<' 
general system of plunder as any of the other Kafl'Pr Chi<>fs. 
Of this however T <>xpect herPafter to trnnsmit arnpl<· 'l'P ·t imuny. 
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NovPmbPr 23rd 1811. Last night :1 Hottentots returned 
from amongst the Kaffers, where I sent them with a few presents. 
I have the honor to enclose a statement of the information they 
bring. rrhe conversation of Habanah, the only chief they saw, 
evidently tends to conciliation and an indiration of concealed 
fear. From the circumstance of their women and children 
being with them they have not prepared for war. There seems 
to be every reason to hope that David Stuurman will return 
with his family, they are to be sent to him with a view to brinp: 
him out, as soon as the Divisions are ready to march, and the 
general idea appears to be that if he does, most of the other 
Hottentots who are now with the Kaffers will follow his 
example. 

I beg leave to acquaint you that some of the armed In­
habitants from the District of SwPllendam are just arrived, 
but I much regret being under the necessity of reporting that 
instead of the Number (200) directed to he sent, there are only 
126 arrived, as will appear by enclrnmre, and I have most 
particularly to request that His Excellency the Governor may 
be pleased to cause orders to be sent to :i\Tr. Buissinne to 
forward without loss of time the numher of men required to 
complC'te thC' Quota, ah,o that Men accm;tomed to 1 his ServiC'P 
may as far as po-,sihle be selected. Only 5 of that dC'scription 
have by their own account arrivC'd. 

I conc('ivc it to be of so much importance that as many men 
as can posHibly be collected should Le employed on this 8Nvic<'. 
that I Hhall diHpatch this immediately, rcrruesting yon will be 
pleased to lay thC' above details before His Excellency the 
(lovNnor, and humbly hoping that the arrangemcntH "hich 
have h('('n nuuh• may nwet His approbation. I hav<' &C'. 

(8ign<'<l) ,To1rn (l R.\.HA,r , Lieut. Colonel. 

[Enclosure l l in the abov<'.] 

Orders by LrnuTI•1NANT COLONEL GRAU.nr: 

To <'ffC'ctually perform tllC' important dutiPH allotted to thC' 
Troops destined to protect the Families and properly of the 
l nhn.hi1.antH from the incursion,; of 1. he Savage Hord<'s, the 
most unn•mitting Vigila.ne(' and .\divit~' from all Hanks will 
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on every OccaRion be required. It is not to be forgotten that 
exclm,ive of that insatiable desire of Plunder which marks the 
Character of the KafferR (and which has caused the loss to the 
Colony for a lapsE:' of Years of perhaps its mo t valuable 
appendages and the reduction to Poverty of many Opulent 
families) these Savages will in all probability, stimulated by a 
desire of revenging the losses they have lately sustained, use 
every endeavour to accomplish their wishes. 

The plundering parties of these people seldom f'xceed 5 in 
number, afraid to shew themselves in op<'n day tll<' method 
they generally pursue is to conceal themselves in some Thicket 
or ·wood, near to where they intend committing their depre­
dations, and there often for days together wait the Opportunity 
of the Herd being off his guard, to probably murder him an<l 
drive off the Cattle he has in charrre. 'J'he principal duty of 
the Troops will be to secure and patrol every \Vood and Bush 
which might serve as a place of concealment, and evPry Path 
in the Neighbourhood of their Posts thro' which a Kaffer can 
approach. 

Arduous as a faithful performance of this duty will at first 
be, thPre is little doubt that a continuation of it for a few 
months will induce the Savages to abandon all hopes of success­
ful attempts to plunder without incurring a Danger which 
experience has shewn, they are not inclined to ri. k. A Htrong 
proof of which is, their not having dared to attack any of tlw 
Farms in which there wa: a Guard, during tlw period of open 
war being declared against them. 

So much will depend upon locality and the occurrence of 
unforeseen circumstances. that it iH impossible to ::;pecify in 
detail the exact duties that will become necessary for tlw 
different Ranks to perform, c.:on.,equ<>ntly muC'h nn;"lt lw left 
to the judgement of Officer,-, and Non-Commissioned Oflicc>rs 
0ommanding Posts, and who will from time to time givP Huch 
orders to the men under their charg{' as they c·oncPivp bPst 
calculated to mePt the c•xigen('ic::; of the mom<>nt. The follow­
ing Instructions arc howPvcr to be Htrictly attended to, viz. : 

1st. On a dctachnwnt reaching its place of dPstination thP 
Officer rommanding will without loss of time make him elf 
and every one under him perfcc•tly acquainted with, not 
only the Country in t.lt<• imnwdiatt• Vic-init,v of th<· Post. but 
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every part of it between him and the Stations next to him, as 
also in every other direction. ' 

Each individual is to have a thorough knowledge of all Roads, 
Paths, Kloofs, Ravines, Woods, Rivers, Hills &c., so that in the 
darkest night he can if required find his way in all directiorn,. 
lt is to be remarked that in specifying Roads and Paths, 
those which are in common use are not only alluded to, as they 
of course are less frequentf\d by straggling Kaffers, but chiefly 
out of the way paths, such as are made Ly Wild Animals 
through the Wood::;. 

2nd. To guard against surprize i::; the first duty of eyery 
Individual stationed on an advanced Post, and a;; many of tht­
'l'roops now serving here are total strangeri.; to the Savages, it 
becomes necessary to apprize them that ;;hould the Kaffer" 
i.;uccecd in an attempt to surprize any Po;;t, Patrole or Orderly 
&c., experience has shewn that no mercy can be expected 
from that Sanguinary People. 'I'hP Kaffers are exttemcly 
c-unning, but have seldom or ever been known to make an 
attack in open day, Pxcept when tc·mpted to do so by the 
imprudent r.onduct of the object of their vengeance in being 
off his Guard. l\Ien going for Wood, Water, or any other 
purpose, when they are required to approach \Vood, Bushes, 
or anything which could servP as a place of concealment, are 
invariably to carry their Arms with them. 

3rd. Picquets in proportion to the strength of the Detach­
nwnt and nature of the Post are to mount every evrning at 
sunset, and invariably be ready to turn out in a moment. 

4th. Nothing ·white is ever to appear upon any ~fan required 
to turn out in the night. 

fith. [f a Post is attacked, the '.\fon arc to turn out without 
noii.;e or confusion and foll in regularly. 

Hth. Ko man to fire unlcbs sun' of his aim, and never morc 
than one Rank or half the Party to be unloaded at once. 

ith. Double sentries to be posted at night, according to the 
nature and. 'lituation of the Post, the Kraals and Hou'les. 
They arc rwver to go so far from the Kraals or Houses as to 
admit of a prn,sihility of being cut off unawares, and for the 
sanw rcai.;on not to approach any Bmih-\Vood, Bush or other 
placP of cover, into which an eiwrny may havP crept- unpN­
<·PivPd, and tlw Po"t" of all SentriPs to b(' frequently changt>d. 
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8th. To guard against ambuscade, an Enemy is never to he 
pursued in the night, except in moonlight or when not near 
such places as afford concealment to a number of men. 

9th. All Bushes and whatsoever else may he found in the 
immediate vicinity of a Post which may serve as a place of 
concealment is on the arrival of the detachment to be cleared 
away. 

10th. Frequent Patroles are to be sent out from each Post, 
and the strength of the patroles mnst be guided by the nature 
of the country and numbers of the men at each Post. 

11th. Patroles are to be perfectly silent and constantly bear 
in mind that every Bush may conceal an Enemy ; they ar0 to 
conceal themselves as much as possible. 

12th. Both by day and night Parties may occasionally 
conceal themselves at such places as are likely for Kaffcrs to 
pass, and on these occasions they are not to make Fires. 

13th. Every man going away from his Post, were it only for 
a few hundred yards, is on all occasions to accustom himself 
to look on the ground for traces of Kaffers, a thorough 
knowledge of the traces of men and beasts will contribute 
infinitely to the easy performance of tl10 duty, and must be 
studied by every individual; that together with an acquaint­
ance of the most likely Paths for Kaffeni to drive Stolen Cattle 
by, will save much unnecessary trouble. 

14th. \Vhen a fresh Kaffcr trace is found near a Post notice 
is instantly to be given to the Officer commanding, who \\ ill 
cause it to be followed without loss of time. Should it appear 
to be a Trace of a Kaffer who had paHsed some time before, it 
need not be followed farther than is necessary to ascertain that 
he has quitted the neighbourhood of the Posts unless it should 
again appear fresh, when if ther0 arc any hopes of corning up 
with him he is to he pursued. 

15th. On 'rraccs being discovered going to the westward 
notice is to be given to the posts in that direction, also of such 
other Traces as Officers commanding PostH may think it 
necessary to make known to th0 detachments which arc best 
situated to overtake or intercept the Kaffors who made them. 

16th. On a Report being received at a Post of Traces being 
found, every exertion is immediately to h0 made with a view t<, 
overtak0 th0 Kaffers wh<'n' tlwy are. 
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17th. The men to get orders, that in the event of any of them 
going about without shoes they are to make a cross upon their 
own tracks, here and there in the soft ground, and which will 
be a signal to their companions of its being the track of a 
friend. The X to be occasionally changed, as it may be 
found out. 

18th. For some time to come, or according as it may be 
ascertained whether any straggling Kaffers are within the 
limits, and the nature of the Country through which Orderly 
Dragoons may have to pass, an escort of such a number of 
Infantry as may appear necessary will accompany them a::i far 
as there is danger to be apprehended. 

19th. All Officers, Non-Commissioned Officers and others are 
to consider the Families and property of the Inhabitants as 
under their protection, and every assistance must be given to 
prevent their Horses, Cattle, &c., being stolen. To this effect 
the Sentries from the Picquet will be posted and receive 
instru<'tions, and when it is deemed necessary a few men may 
al8o be ordered to assist in guarding the Flocks by day ; much 
will depend upon the nature of the Country, the distance the 
cattle graze from the post, and the number of Herdsmen. In 
many situations no Day Guard will be required, but some time 
before the Cattle are driven home in the evening if there is any 
cover or place of concealment near to where they are or may 
have to pass on their way home, a few mPn are invariably to be 
sent to escort them safe to the Kraals ; this precaution is 
necessary from the circumstance of the Kaffers having re­
peatedly chosen the moment of the Flocks being on their way 
home in the evPning to overpower and murder the Herds and 
dl'ive off their charge, being thus favoured with the darkness 
of the night to escape with their booty. 

20th. The foregoing article to be particularly attended to 
by the Por-,ts along and in the vicinity of the Great Fish 
RivPr. 

21st. On its being ascertained that Cattle are stolen, imme­
diate notice of the same is to be given from Post to Post 
towards the Frontier, and every endeavour used to recover 
them. 

22nd. All Kaffers and their Followers seen within the limits 
to he <·onsidPred as Enemies, and c!Palt with accordingly, 
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except such as from time to time may be sent with communi­
cations from their Chiefs. The only place at which such are 
permitted to pass at, is at William van Aard's Ford on Great 
Fish River. 

23rd. All Kaffers, Runaway Hottentots, and Slaves taken 
Prisoners are to be well secured and forwarded from Post to 
Post to Uitenhage. 

24th. All Hottentots and Slaves without passes found at a 
distance from a dwelling, and who cannot give the most satis­
factory account of themselves, are to be dealt with as dirc-ctc-d 
in the last article. 

25th. All Hottentots and SlavC'H \\ho have been residing 
among the Kaffers and wish to return to the Colony are also to 
be forwarded as above directed, but as some of these peopl(• 
may reach a po. t ostensibly with this view, but in reality a:-; 
Spies, precautions will be taken to prevent the escape of sudi, 
tho' otherwise they are to be kindly treated. 

26th. In the event of any of the Inhabitant:-; C'Vincing rcmiss­
nes,; or want of activity in adopting the most effective measures 
to guard their own Flocks, &c., as far as their own meam, 
will admit of, the Officer commanding the Post will take the 
earliest opportunity of reporting the particulars to the Land­
drost of the District. 

The necessity of a perfect cordiality and good understanding 
:mbsisting between the l\Iilitary and Inhabitants is :so evident 
that the Lieut. Colonel has only to observe in addition to tlw 
Detachment OrderH of the 29th November last (and which are 
referred to) that since the period of those Orders being issued, 
the experience he has personally had of the many good qualitil's 
posses:,cd by the Peasantry in general afford him the most 
confident hope, that by making every allowance for their 
ignorance and prejudices, and trPatiug them with friendly 
respect, they will ever be found willing to contribute to tht• 
comfort of the .'.\filitary a,; far as their means will allow, whil<' 
on the other hand not only is every aid to be grnntpd them for 
the protection of their .Families and Property, but every 
assistance afforded to contribute to their prosperity and 
welfare by permitting Soldier,- to work and preventing them 
from making Pxorbitant diarges for tlwir HervicPs. Many of 
the Farmer:-; arc at pres<·nt too poor to afford any eomfort to 
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thr Troops, hut which a mutual good unden,tanding, Industry, 
and the Fertility of the Soil will very shortly enable them to do. 

Uitcnhage, :rnth Mal'ch l Rl2. 

( 1igncd) J. GRAHA:\1, Lieut. Colonel. 

[Enclosure 12 in the above.7 

JI e.s8Cl(IC from LIEUTENANT COLONEL GRAHAM lo GAIKA. 

(Undated.) 

~'our :\lc,;sengcri,; from Gaika informecl Lieutenant Colonel 
Graham that their Chief had sent them to knm\ how mattern 
Htood between him (Gaika) and the Coloni,;ts, that he hoped 
his conduct during the late Hm;tilities had met with the Lieu­
tenant Colonel's approhat-10n. That the Zuurvcld Kaffirs when 
lhc Commandos entered the l?ield had asked assistance from 
Uaika, which he refused, at the Bame time desiring Slambic and 
the other Kaffen, within the limits to return to their own 
country, where he would receive them kindly, and they would 
get more territory there than they have occasion for. That 
Gaika had sent people in all directions to find out, and collect 
:mch Stolen Cattle as had the Brand Mark and that he would 
:-;end out thr same as soon as he could, and he regretted not 
!wing able to s1md more Horse , they had all died of the Dis­
temper. Gaika was sorry to hear that some Kaffers had (in 
,January) murdered a Boer's wife, that he made every endeavour 
to discover who they were, but in vain. That Gaika was very 
anxious to sec the Lieutenant Colonel, but was afraid. 

The c Mc 08engcrs were very solicitous to know whether we 
did not consider Gaika aH the greatest of the Kaffer Chiefs. 

These Messengers were (in a conversation they had with each 
other, to which they were not aware any one was listening) 
heal'd to say, "Oh he (Gaika) will give up the Guns at once, 
we have no use for them." 

Two of tlw four spoke Dutch fluently. One of the two, a 
Uhonna Hottentot, informed Lieut. Colonel Graham's Inter­
preter that he only waited an opportunity of bringing away his 
l'a.ttk and he would with others of his nation quit the Kaffers 
and come to rcRidc in the Colony. 
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LrnuTE~ANT COLONEL UR,\ll ,L\1's A.1181/'tr lo Uaika. 

'l'ell your Chief that he is certainly the greatest Kaffor Chief, 
and has conducted himself tui becomes a great Captain in 
remaining peaceably in his own Country and refusing asHistancc 
to the other Kaffers in an unjust cause. That we alwayH 
respect Chiefs who spare the lives of their subjects. That 
Zlambie and others not having done so, many of them had been 
killed. That the Murders and Thcffa; the Zuurveld KaffcrH had 
for so many years been in the habit of committing, and their 
not having fulfilled their repeated promises to quit our country 
had at length obliged us to employ Force for that purpose . We 
chose the season of Corn being on the ground in order if they 
would not keep their promise of going away that W<' might the 
more sevcrnly punish them for their many Crimes by destroying 
it, and also because if they were determined to rcHist we knew 
that they would use their utmost efforts for its preRervation, 
and we were anxious to convince them how vain the efforU, of 
the whole Tribe of Kaffers would be against the Force that we 
could at any time bring against them. 

That now however, the Kaffers being in their own Country, 
we were inclined to be on friendly terrnH with them all, provided 
they remained there, though every one who crossed the Great 
Fish River or came within the BoundarieR would certainly be 
shot ; that l begged Gaika would aHsemble or send to inform 
all the other Kaffcr Chiefs of this our determination. Al,;o 
that parties of Soldiers or Boer,; were stationed all over the 
Country for the express purpose of keeping it clear of Kaffers. 
That as a proof of our anxiety to be friends with them, we will 
send back all their Cattle now in our possession, provided tlH'y 
keep in their own Country, except thoHe belonging to the 
murderers of the late Mr. Stockenstrom, most of which had 
been slaughtered for the Commando. 

That aH Gaika wm, the greatest Chief, \H' wished all i\lcHHaues 
0 

to come through him. 
That Lieut. Colonel Graham having eomc on horHebaC'k 

could not bring many presents with him, but sent the few he 
had ; but being very anxious to see Gaika and prove to him 
our sincerity , had sent for many presents for him and his 
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\\'ivc;;, which he would bring with him as soon as Gaika had 
appointed a place of meeting, and which the Lieutenant 
Colonel desired he would do as soon as possible and Rend an 
answer back to say when it should be, proposing Cat River as 
the best. The Lieut. Colonel also begged Gaika to inform 
other Chief1- that the Lieut. Colonel would ask his Great 
Captain to send occasional presents to them also, if they 
desired it. 

N'.B. Tht' messenger:-; said Gaika was well aware that we 
had endeavoured hv mild measures to induce the KafferR to 
depart. These peoi)le expressed great safoifaction on being 
told that we considered Gaika as the greatest Chief. On the 
Lieutenant C'oloncl i-;aying he would sPnd thofic who were 
cxpdled sonw Se,,d, the Me::;sengNH replied that that was 
unne<:essary as Uaika's Kaffcrs could fmpply them. 

(t:,ign<'d) J. URAHA,1, Lieut. Colonel. 

[Enclosure 1:i in the abon'.] 

SECRETA1w's On·rcE, October ith, llH:.?. 

Sm,- ln order to give full effect to the ~1ea::;ures pursued by 
th<' Government, for the Expulsion of the Caffre Tribes from 
this Colony, it will be essentially necessary, that a considerable 
Force be retained upon the Frontier for some time to come, in 
<>l'<kr to keep the. e wandering Savages within their prescribed 
Boundary, and ensure its permanent Tranquillity. 

The regular .Force that has hecn employed upon this Service, 
cannot he much longer continued to its present Extent, con­
sistent. with the Protection of Cape Town and its Vicinity, in 
the l◄~vent of an Attack from an Enemy ; the future Protection 
of the Frontier, in which evNy Individual in the Colony. is so 
deeply intere;;tt,d, must,, therefore, be providPd for in a great 
lkasun• by internal Arrangements. 

His Excellency the Governor having taken this Subject into 
His mo-;t serious Consideration, and at the same time, that He 
feels the Necessity of keeping up the present Iumbers upon 

• 
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Lhc .Frontier Line, would be willing to lend Himself to any 
)foasure that might be d<>vised, for lessening the many Incon­
veniences arising to the Inhabitants from the present System 
of Commandos, and remove an irksome Burden from His 
}lajesty's Subjects. and which appears to bear with peculiar 
Hardship, and is most sensibly felt by those who inhabit your 
District, as well as those of Stellenbosch, Tulbagh, Swellendam, 
and George. His Excellency has authorized me to make 
known to you these His Sentiments, and to say, that, with a 
view of accomplishing this Object, He has it in Contemplation 
to augment the Cape Rf'giment, as a )leasure the most likely 
to afford Protection to His M:ajpsty's Territory, and relieve the 
J nhabitants of the aforesaid Districts from personal Service ; 
hut as the Augmentation will be attended with corniiderablc 
Expence, it appPars but reasonable, that the pecuniary Means 
should be furnished hy the Districts, that would be relieved 
from affording a personal Service. 

As a preliminary Step, therefore, Lo the proposed Arrange­
nwnt, His Excellency is desirous, that, you should be put, in 
Possession of the Outline of the Plan, namely, the Augmenta­
tion of the Cape Regiment, and that the Expcnce necessarily 
incurred, should be borne by an annual voluntary Contribution, 
raised within the Districts mentioned, accordinfr to tlwir 
Population and Meam,, to imlemnify the Government, for 
raising and maintaining such additional Force , and to rPc1ucst 
that, you may, as far as is practicable, either of youn;elf, or, if 
necessary, in conjunction with the Board, (but without a more 
extPndcd Promulgation,) ascertain the Disposition of the 
I nhahitants of your District to such an Arrangement ; and, if 
found favorable, what might be tho probable Amount of the 
Contribution that your District r·ould afford with propriety, 
and be pleatied Lo report the Rei,mlt of your Ern1uirics to this 
Office, for His Bxc('llency'i:i Information. 

Hhould the proposed Plan not be met by the Inhabitants of 
the Districts, with Alacrity and more than tacit, Concurrence, 
it iH not the wish of the Government to prctiti a Measure intended 
altogether for their Convenience, but to allow the Commando 
System to take its usual Course. 

It may be necessary to add, Lhat, should Circumstances 
hereafter arise, that would make it necessary to have recourse 
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to the Commandos, the local Contribution, now in Contempla­
tion, 8hall cease upon such Commandos being called out. 

l have &c. 

(8igned) JAs. FOSTER, Acting Dep. Col. Sec. 

Tu the Landdrost8 of the Cape District, Stellenbosch, 
8wellcndam, Tulbagh, and George. 

[Enclmmre 14 in the above.] 

KAT RIVER, January 31st 1818. 

D1u1i ~m,-Hy request of Gika i the following note written 
to His Excellency the Governor, viz. 

That Gika is the same in his disposition towards His Lordship, 
aH when he had an interview with him at this place, and when 
ho received information of your coming into this land with the 
commando, and as His Excellency professes the same friendship 
towards him he has sent to request that you would send what 
Cattle you have of his, after having taken those among these 
which belong to you, that the calves and children may not die 
with hunger. I have &c. 

To l\Iajor Fraser. 
( igned) J. WILLIAMS, Missionary. 

[Enclo ·ure 15 in the above.J 

(Undated.) 

i:;rn,-1 perceive that you mi8undcrstood the places contained 
in Gika's former letter viz. • 

Why is my place destroyed ? That is my people (who were 
composed by the profcss<'d friendship contained in your letter) 
W<'l't' now fled in every direction for safety : -and v,·hy are my 
1woplc shot ? That is, thm,e who were 8hot were his people, 
and he says that ,~hat the messenger informed you, respecting 
those who were hunting, was falHc : And why are my children 
loft without food, that is, the milk of the Cows is the children's 
sustenance. 

(Signed) J. WILLTA;\fS, ~Ii, sionary. 

To l\lajor .l!'rusor, Deputy Landdrost, Graham'~ Town. 
xxr. ~ .\ 
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I.Enclosure 1G in the above.] 

GRAHAM'S TowN, 20 March 1818. 

Srn,--1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 6th Inst. with enclosures relat,ive to the murder 
of the three Rons of D. Geire and a Slave woman, by a party o{ 
Kaffers, in the neighbourhood of Baviaans River. 

In conformity to your directions I will forthwith give orders 
that the Proprietors of crops in the vicinity of Kafferland may 
be furnished with a sufficient Military Guard for the protection 
of the Party gathering it, immediately on their making appli­
cation for the same to the nearest Military Post. 

The Hottentots whom I sent into Kafferland inform me that 
the Kaffers all acknowledged having heard of the late murdern 
and depredations, but declare their own innocence and ignorance 
of the perpetrators thereof :- saying that it must be wandering 
Kaffers and Hottentots who will not be under the authorit,y 
of any chief who commit these acts ; these HottentotR also 
affirm that all the Kaffers seem unanimous, and on much 
better terms of friendship than they had witnessed at any 
former period; that during their stay of 15 days in Kafferland 
they had various opportunities of seeing it at large rejoicing 
parties where Gika's and Tslambie's people &c. &c. were all 
intermixed. At one of these assemblies on the Kat River 
found Gika who returned home immediately on their arrival. 

All were most anxious to learn from tho Hottentots what 
became of the cattle lately brought from Kafferland, and were 
very dissatisfied on being informed that they had been distri­
buted among the Colonists. These Hottentots being well 
known and having friends and relatives in Kafferland were 
told by many of them that the Kaffers still entertained some 
hope of getting them back, and that they would patiently 
desist from committing any depredations, until such time aR 
they gave over all expectations of the cattle being restored, 
after whirh they were determined to murder as many of our 
Cattle herds, and carry off as many cattle, as they possibly 
could; That the country was wide enough, and all our cattle 
Guards could not prevent them; and cautioned these Hotten­
tots to be particularly careful when in charge of cattle, as they 
would not intentionally murder people with whom they were 
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:,;o \\ell acquaintrd, (Thes(' are the wordi:; of the Hottentots 
as nearly as I can write them down,) 

On the arrival of Hendrik Nootka (aH stated in the P.S. to 
11r. Williams' letter,) I shall without loss of time, make you 
acquainted with 1rnch answer or message as I may receive from 
thr Kaffer Chief Cika. I have &c. 

(Signed) G. S. FR.\.SER, .Major and Deputy Landdrost. 

To Lieutenant Colonel Bird, Deputy Colonial Secretary. 

[ Enclosure L 7 in the above. J 
26 March 1818. 

Africa van de Kaap, Slave belonging to S. I. Erasmus G.'i:; 
son, having run a.way from his mai:;tcr in December 1817, and 
from that time, until he was taken by G. Bezuidenhout on the 
other side of the place of L. R. Erasmus on Bruintjes hoogte 
has been with the Captain Kaffre Casa :-

Declares in our presence, 
That shortly after the detachment under l\lajor Frazer had 

returned, the Kaffre captains Botman, Korns, Linx and 120 
others old and young, came to Kasa, and having held a meeting, 
agreed, in case the Cattle carried away by the said detachment 
Hhould not be re tored, they should attack the Inhabitants, to 
retake their own cattle, and also that of the Inhabitants ; to 
burn all the Houses, and to murder all the men (but no women) ; 
and that it was their intention at the same moment also to 
attack the District of GraafI Reinet on this part of the Frontier, 
after which they would have supplied themselves sufficiently 
with fire arms and ammunition, when they would ret-qrn to 
their own country where they would wait to see ,vhat the 
people on this . ide hould do, and that should they from their 
i:;ide attack them, they themselves would equally as well be 
1mpplied with arms. 

ThPy purposed to earry this into execution i:;oon after the 
detachment had l'cturned, howeYer they first ,vent to Gika, to 
whom they :mbmittcd the plan. Upon which Gika told them 
Hot to do it, but to wait until he should receive an arnswer 
from Government whether the Cattle were to be restored or 
11ot ; and was informed by the Ghona Klaas belonging to 
Ka ·a's Kraal, who waR pre ·ent with Gika at the time, that 

:! .. \ i 
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Uika luul permitted the :-;aid Captaim, to exec·uk thPir plan in 
case the cattle were not restored ; and he added that Uika 
would require payment for such of the cattle as should have 
been killed belonging to them. 

He further declare:-; that several Thieve:-; and HoUentotH, 
belonging to the Colony, were dPtained hy Kasa and that 
Gika had offered them the assistance of his people in ca:-;c they 
did not get their cattle restored. 

(Signed) B. J. DE KLERK, Heemraad 
F. J. VAN AARDT, Do. 

URAHAJ\l'S TOWN, 26 March 1818. 

[Enclosure 18 m the above.] 

GRAHAM'S TowN, 28th ,llarch 1818. 

~rn,-The daily anxiety that we experience from the appn'­
hension of being attacked by the Kaffern, oblige me, as well aH 
also partly my duty to request you respectfully that we may 
obtain protection for our Houses, Families, and Property, for 
alone, we are unable to defend one another, should it prove 
true what the slave Africa has declared, that the Kaffcrs arc 
strongly resolved to destroy all, should they not get their 
Cattle restored to them. 

And whereas this part of tlw Frontier iH thinly inhabitl'd, we 
most earnestly pray you to send UH some Burgher:-;, from other 
1,arts not so much exprn:wd to danger, for some time to aHHiHt 
in our protection. 

Surely the Government give:-; u:-; as much military asHiHtance 
a,; possible, but you are well aware that wlwn cattle arc stolen 
from different places, they arc all wanted to follow the track:-; 
into Kaffreland, and that during their abHcnce we have' hardly 
any protection left on this side the Boundary, and as before 
observed we cannot as:-;ist one another. 

Convinced that you will contribute all in your power fol' the 
good of Lhc Inhabitants, \Ve have &c. 

(Signed) B. J. DJ<: KLEIWK, Hccmraacl . 
.I!'. J. VAN AARDT, Do. 

P.~. Enclo:-;ed i:-; the declaration of the Slave Africa. 

To U-. S . .Fraser, Esqre., Deputy Lan<ldrost. 
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[Enclosure 19 in the above.] 

KAT RIVER, KAFFRELAND, 1',,Iay 1st 1818. 

Sm,--On Friday Gika sent for me to write a letter for him 
to His Excellency the Governor, and yourself. The following 
i' a copy of that to His Lordship. 

"The Kaffre Chief Gika has requested me to communicate to 
Your Excl'llency direct his gr<'at satisfaction from all the com­
munications which Your Lordship has made :- yet at present 
lw cannot give an answer to t lw offer which has now been pro­
posed by Your Excellency, viz. that Your Lordship would 
send him assistance, Hhould any oppose his putting a stop to 
that murder and plunder, which has so much disturbed the' 
peace of both parties. 

" The first reason that Gika assigns for his not answering 
Your Excellency's proposition is, that the friendship professed 
in the letter written by :'.\fajor Fraser according to Your 
Lordship's order, at the time he departed from Graham's Town 
with the Commando for Kaffreland against Zlambie, has been 
broken by Major Fraser at the time mentioned above. The 
C'ommando being professedly against Zlambie, but to him 
nothing was done ; and the pen;ons of whom so great satis­
faction was expressed have lost their cattle ; and as a proof 
of the truth of thi,-, he appeals to Commandant ~Iiller and the 
party who were with him previous to this. 

" 1 n the second place he says he has made his complaint 
and has received no satisfactory answer. He says with regard 
to the first reply that was made to his complaint, it's false, 
viz. that his messenger who informed Major Fraser, that his 
people were all returned from hunting, said this of his own 
accord, that it was not from him, nor was it true what he had 
assertc•d; and in that, which had been done by :\fajor Frazer 
was not done to Gika but Zlambie, this, he says, i,- alRo false, 
for not one of Zlambie's men was shot, nor one of his cattle 
taken ; on the contrary, they were all his ; and with regard 
to what the prisoner said to :\lajor .Fraser, that was false also, 
viz. that not one of the cattle of Gika's people was among 
thosp whic:h w<.'re taken." I have &c. 

,J. \Yn,LI urn, ;\Ji:-sionary. 
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Gika would have had me write this letter to the Governor 
before this, had I not dissuaded him from it. This is in con­
sequence of his being informed by some one or other, that hiR 
complaint was not made known to the Governor. 

To Major Fraser, Deputy Landdrost, Graham's Town. 

[Enclosure 20 in the above.] 

Evidence given by MR. J. KNOBEL to the COi\11\HSSIONERS OF 

ENQUIRY. 

CAPE TowN, 13th November 1823. 

Were you employed in the district of Albany in the year 
1819 ? 

Reply. I was appointed to the District of Uitenhage, to 
which Albany then belonged, and I was ordered to make 
surveys of the Lands intended for the Settlers expected to 
arrive from England. 

At what time in 1819 were you so employed? 
Reply. The first order that I received was in the month of 

November 1819 given through Colonel Cuyler. 
How soon did you proceed to survey after you received that 

order? 
Reply. About the same month in which I received it. 
What portion did you first survc-y ? 
Reply. The tracts bctwc-cn Graham's '.1'0\nl and th<' Mouth 

of the Great Fish River. 
What did your orders specify ? 
Reply. Merely to take a general survey of the country for 

the purpose of ascertaining the cxtc-nt and quality of Land 
there might be fit for Settlmnents. 

How soon did you complete your first survey ? 
Reply. I think I sent it in to Government in the middlP of 

March 1820. 
With a Report ? 
Reply. With a Letter to Colonel Cuyler. 
Had any Settlcrn arrived from England before lh<' month of 

March 1820? 
Reply. one. [ believe tlw fir,-1t of them n1Tived in Algoa 

Bay in the middle of April. 
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Did yon accompany Colonel Cuyler in his journey to fix the 
Settlers in their Locations ? 

Reply. I did. 
At what time was that ? 
Reply. It was in April, immediately after the arrival of the 

Settlers. 
What party did you proceed first to settle ? 

' Reply. .Mr. Bailie's party. They were settled near the 
mouth of the Fish River. 

Were you at Algoa Bay when a Settler named Francis 
arrived? 

Reply. J was not, but I was in Albany District at the 
time. 

Did you ever visit his place at Assagai Bush, and how soon 
after he was placed in it ? 

Reply. I never was there till I went to survey it, early in 
July 1822. 

By whose order did you go to survey it ? 
Reply. Tt was in consequence of the general order to survey 

all the separate divisions of the Land that had been allotted to 
each party of Settlers. 

What sort of land did you find that which was occupied by 
Mr. Francis ? 

Reply. With little exception it is Land of inferior quality. 
1t is what il:l generally termed in this country sour grazing. A 
small portion only may be termed fit for cultivation. 

Do you remember the extent of his Land / 
Reply. What T surveyed was 500 Morgen. 
Wm, Mr. Francis on the Land at the time? 
Reply. He was not. 
What Buildings <lid you find on Mr. Franci ·'s land ~ 
Reply, There was one good building of stone. It was 

occupied as a dwelling house by some of .Mr. Francis's people. 
lt was perhaps 4-0 feet long, an<l substantially built. 

Were there any Farms adjoining the Lands of l\lr. Francis 
that had heen eitlwr measured or occupied ? 

lteply. 'l'lwre we're two farm.i adjoining to them, the land 
marks of whieh were very near the hou::,e that had been built 
h_v Mr. Franci.i. 

Do you kno,, , or had you any means of knowing, whethPr 
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those adjoining Farms had been measured or surveyed before 
Mr. Francis settled, and if so how long before? 

Reply. I am not sure of the period at which they were 
surveyed, but I know that they were not surveyed at the time 
that I took the general survey of that part of the country. 
which I think was made in June 1820. 

By whom did you find that they were occupied ? 
Reply. The one nearest to Mr. Francis was occupied by 

Dirk van der Schyf, and the other by a man named. Fred. 
Rens burg. 

Was there any water or kloof attached to the Land that ::\lr. 
Francis settled upon ? 

Reply. There was. Near his house there was a very good 
spring of water. On his ground there was al:;o a kloof that at 
the time I was there contained water. 

From what you saw do you think that :\Ir. Francis could 
have supported his Cattle without trespassing upon his neigh­
bours' lands ? 

Reply. He might poRsibly, but I think with difficulty, as 
his neighbourn' boundary was Ro very close to hi,i own land. 

Had the two neighbours been long in the possesRion of their 
places ? 

Reply. I do not know how long they had been in possession. 
The places had been recently measured. 

Of what extent was these Farms ? 
Reply. I believe about 2000 Morgen each. 
Was their Land of superior quality to that of :\Ir. Francis ? 
Reply. No. I think of the same quality. 
Did you measure the Land of Mr. Francis ? 
Reply. I did according to the Lists that were trarnnnitied 

by Colonel Cuyler specifying the quantit,v of Land each party 
was to have. The name of l\fr. Francis was in that list. After 
having made a general survey of Land fit for locations, it ,.,,as 
then determined hy Colonel Cuyler where each should he 
placed. The Settlers were then sent off with guides to the 
different places that Colonel Cuyler selected, and in some 
places I attended myself to fix them. Afterwards I went to 
each Location to measure the extent of Land that was assig1wd 
to each and marked the Boundaries, and among othNs f fixt>d 
those of the lands of :\fr. U'ranciH. 
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Will you be so good as to read a direction from Colonel 
Cuyler to l\Ir. Francis on the third page of his Memorial, and 
then say whether you think that any one following that 
direction would be led to the spot uyon which Mr. Francis 
placed himself ? 

Reply. T do not think he would. 
From what cause does it happen that the place that appearR 

to be assigned in your Printed Map of the Albany flettlement 
to .:\Ir. Francis differs HO greatly from that which he occupied 
and which you say you measured ? 

Reply. In the first place the Map alluded to is not official. 
In submitting tlH' lists of the names of the Settlers and the 
Lands fit for them to Colonel Cuyler, T Ruggested to him that 
.:\Ir. PhilipH, one of the Settlers, had mentionecl to :the a ,vish 
that }fr. Francis should be settled near him, and 1 therefon· 
recommended him to allow Mr. FranciH to be placed on the 
Hpot where his name is now found on the Map. The Map waR 
not then in existence, and not having heard anything to the 
contrary l always supposed that .'.\[r. Francis had gone to the 
.place l marked out for him. 

Did Colonel Cuyler assent to your suggestion ? 
Reply. At the time I made it he said nothing against it. 
Do you know whether it was communicated to Mr. Francis ? 
Reply. I am not aware of that. 
Was Mr. Francis placed upon his land near Assagai Bush 

when you made the suggestion to Colonel Cuyler ? 
Reply. No, he certainly was not, for he had not then arrived. 
Did ~Ir. Philips, or who else, inform you .:\Ir. Francis was 

coming to the Albany District to settle ? 
Reply. 1 think I obtained the information from Mr. Philips, 

but 1 am not quite Rurc. 
Do you recollect, when you made the suggestion before 

mentioned to Colonel Cuyler that he said he had received any 
instructions respecting Mr. Francis or had received any orders 
for giving him Land ? 

Reply. When I wen~ to Uitenhage and Colonel Cuyler 
asked my opinion respecting the places upon which Settlers 
might be fixed, he shewed me a List that he ha<l. received 
from the Colonial Office P.tating the extent of Land that was 
to ht> allotted to the partieH that had come from Clan William, 
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and it was upon that occasion that I mentioned to Colonel 
Cuyler Mr. Philips' wish respecting Mr. Francis and I gave 
him a List of the places that then remained for locating the 
Settlers that were yet to be placed. 

Was the place on which Mr. Francis settled one of those 
you pointed out to Colonel Cuyler ? 

Reply. Not exactly, the spot I pointed out was lower 
down on the same stream. 

Was it a better place do you think than that which he 
occupied? 

Reply. I think there is a very little difference. 
Then are you able to assign any reason for Mr. Francis not 

receiving the portion of Land that you recommended he 
should have? 

Reply. I am not, except that I have understood that ~Ir. 
Philips was in correspondence with Mr. Francis and that I 
think it possible he might have dissuaded him from going to 
the place Thad pointed out to Colonel Cuyler. 

Are you aware of the Land that you had pointed out for 
Mr. Francis having been disposed of to other persons ? 

Reply. I am certain that it was not disposed of when 
Mr. Francis arrived at Algoa Bay. 

To whom has it since been assigned ? 
Reply. To Mr. Scanlen, one of the parties I believe who 

had attempted to Rettle at Clanwilliam, and afterwardH ranw 
up to Algoa Bay to be settled in Albany. 

\Vas there much choict' of Land at the fom• i\lr. Franci:-. 
arrived in Albany ? 

Reply. Very little I bPlieve. There were about :-.ix or 
Reven Hpots vacant which 1 1mggcste<l to C'olonel Cuyler. 

Would they, do you think, have bcC'n Hullicient to conlai11 
all the Settlers that came at the :-.amc tinw from Haldanlia 
Bay? 

Reply. I think they would. 
WaH the Land. of good. quality that you had rcrommendC'd 

for Mr. Francis ? 
Reply. NC'arly all of the same quality a:-. lh<' rest, certainly 

not inferior. ( am not HUr<' whC'tll<'r thr water ,ms HO good 
upon it. 

[:-; il your opinion that a :-;etth•r can by his labor so eult irnh' 
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100 acres of Land in the Albany District as to be able to derive 
subsistence from it for himself and family ? 

Reply. I do not think that he could cultivate it himself, he 
would require assistance and labour. The land varies in 
quality, and 100 acres of some of it would not support a Man 
and his Family, tho' there are spots where 100 acres would 
enable him to live. But this supposes the crops to be exempt 
from diminution by drought and other causes every year, 
which they unfortunately have not been. 

Do you think that One Thousand Acres of the same Land 
would afford subsistence to a man and his family with a 
competent number of Labourers ? 

Reply. I do not think that even such a quantity would be 
sufficient. 

(Signed) J. KNOBEL, Government Surveyor. 

[Enclosure 21 in the above.] 

Evidence given by British Settlers to the Commissioners of 
Enquiry. 

GRAHAM'S TOWN, 26th February 1824. 

Mr. Thomas Philipps examined. 

With reference to the 3rd Paragraph of the Statement to 
Lord Bathurst, in what respects do you conceive that the 
Misapprehension of the General and Local Authorities haR 
checked the early prosperity of the Settlement ? 

Reply. By the dissolution of the Contracts between Masters 
and their Indentured Servants, which led to a general insub­
ordination and produced a very had effect upon their conduct. 

Do you conceive that all the Heads of the Parties wen' 
competent to fulfil their engagemenfa, of furniRhing subsistence 
and clothing to their Labourers ? 

Reply. lf they had had a return from their crops of the 
first season [ think that the greater part would have done 
(\Xceedingly well. Some of them were certainly unable to 
support them, and when I was a Heemraad I recommended 
some of tlw Parties to be dissolved on this account, and alRo 
on account of making improvident engagement~ with tlw nwn 
in England. 
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\Vas there a scarcity of Corn in the Colony when you arrivNl 
in April 1820 1 

Reply. No, there was not. 
Do you think that there existed any necessity for tlw 

continued Issue of Rations to the , 'ettler;.; after their arrival 
at their Locations ? 

Reply. We brought to our Location from Graham'H Town 
two months' ratiom,. After they had been con;.;umed [ do not 
think there was any necessity of continuing tlwm if tlw ot IH·r· 
instalments of the deposits had been paid. 

Are you at all acquainted ,, ith the reason that induced the 
Government. at that time to continue the issrn• of Rations 
after the expiration of the two month · ? 

Reply. I am not. L went to :\Ir. Heacl. the Commissariat 
Officer, to expostulate with him on the measure when the two 
months had expired, and to request that my two Instalmenh. 
might be paid. His answer was, '· Take my advice, go on 
taking Rations, there iH an arrangement CTOing on in Capt• 
Town by which you will obtain both Instalments and Raliom,." 
f therefore had no other alternative,andcontinued takingratiom,. 

Have your Rations been chargc·d against you in the account. 
that you were made to sign before yon received your Title 
Deed to your location ? 

Reply. T'hey arc. 
Do you think that if thrnm I nstalmrntH had be n paid to the 

Settlers after tho expiration of the fin;t two months tlwy would 
have been able to have met the consequences of tlw failun• of 
the crops in the year,; 1820, 1 21, and I 822 ? 

Reply. The indiscriminate issue of provi ·ions I think caused 
a heavy enerease in the price of Labour and nuH.le many mrn 
idle who would otherwiHe have been industrious. I think also 
that greater economy could have been observed if tlw indivi­
duals who received rations had been obliged to resort to their 
own resources for their subHist<•nce. 

Do you know whether the situation of Bathurst had bc.•en 
recommended by any body to Air R. Donkin ? 

Reply. [ have heard that it had been recommended by 
Colonel Cuyler and lfajor Fraser. 

Do you think that Graham's TO\, n is pr<'f<'rahlc as a <-rnt of 
;\,lagistracy to BathurHt ! 
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Hcply. Considered relatively to the general interest of the 
whole District, I think it is, but with reference to the Body of 
the English Settlers I think it is not. 

What was the system of Military Defence adopted or main­
tainecl by , 'ir R. Donkin to which is imputed the exemption 
from Caffre depredation ? 

H,eply. The occupation of the ~'ish River Posts and the 
immediate pursuit and punishment that followed any depre­
dation of the Caffres. 

What were the arrangements made by Sir R. Donkin for 
the intercourse between the Settlers and the Caffre ? 

Reply. The issuing of a proclamation for the establishment 
of l1'airs on the Keiskamma River, with regulations for the 
protection of the Caffres. 

To what Individual is allusion made in the 4th Paragraph 
of the Statement when it is declared that your interests and 
property are committed to the unlimited control of one ? 

Reply. To the Governor of tlw Colony, invested as he is 
with the uncontrolled and sole LPgislative authority. 

Had you no means or were none pointed out to you for 
transmitting to the Governor of the Colony all or any com­
plaints and grievances that you might have to address to him? 

Reply. \Ve knew that we could transmit Memorials to the 
Uovernor, but we never received a direct reply to them. \V c 
did send, and when the answers were r turned they were 
delivered verbally by the Landdrost and copies of them denied 
to us. Complaints agaim,t the acts of the Landdrost or other 
OffiC'ial Snvants are referred to him or tlH'm and then returned 
to the Oovernor, who decides upon them without" any further 
rderencc to the complainant or further explanation of them. 
We did not think that the Landdrost :\1r. Rivers po. seE;scd 
Pithcr thP knowledge or inclination to make a true representa­
tion of the situation of the Settlers to the Head of the Govern­
m<>nt. 

Has he she\\n any Activity in visiting the Settlers, or in 
eommunicating "ith them, since his appointment to the Office 
of Lan<ldrost ? 

Reply. In 1822 he visited my Location, but I do not think 
that he examined it. In 182:l J understand that he partially 
visited the Locations, and that his Report to Government is 
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founded upon the Information that be received in the courtie 
of that viHit. 

What arc the distressing proofs by which the Settler:-; ha\'(' 
been convinced that the Colonial Governnwnt possesses no 
adequate means of ascertaining their actual wantH ? 

Reply. The uniform revernal by Lord Charles Somerset of 
every thing that had been done for their advantage and which 
WP could only imagine proceeded from ignorance of our real 
state. Such waH the removal of Bathurst, the prevention of 
our following stolen cattle across the Keiskamma, the with­
drawing of the Outposts on the :Fish River, the removal of the 
Special HeemraadH Captain Campbell, Mr. Bowker, and Major 
Pigot, who had been found very useful in the administration of 
,Justice. 

Do you know any l'('H.Hons that were alleged for removing lhc 
Special Heemraads ? 

Reply. I waH informed by J\lajor Somerset that hiH .Father 
would not allow any persons who had been friends of Sir R. 
Donkin to remain in those Hituations, and the remark "as 
:-.;pecially applied to Captain Campb<>ll and :Major Pi~oL 

We have been given lo underHtand that the first idea of a 
meeting of tlw prineipa l Settlcrtl for the purpose of hotter 
making known their Hitnation lo HiH Excellency the Governor 
was 1<uggested to you hy his Hon Major Somerset,. 

Reply. It was during a conversation that [ had wit,h Major 
Somerset on taking my .Farm of him in April 1822, whl'n he 
waH about to depart to Cape Town. I was stating to him the 
heavy losses I had P"-pericnced and my intention of trying it 
one year more and then l was determined to quit the Colony, 
when Major Somerset observed that these circumstance: wcrP 
very distressing and spoke in vny feeling terms of tlw situation 
of the Settlers in general. He then imggcsted to me the idea 
of one or two of thf' fScttlers proceeding to Cape Town for the 
purpmw o{ representing om real situation to his father. I 
replil'd that J was not aware that more could be said than \\ as 
contained in a Narrative that I had then recently i:;ent to Lord. 
Charles at the request of :\fr. Rivers. 

What were the stPps taken by you upon this suggestion from 
:Major Somerset. ? 

Reply. Having received official intimation tha.t l\Ir. Riven; 
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would vi:;;it my location on hi,; tour of inspC'ction through the 
Settlement, I left Graham's Town for the purpose of being 
there to receive him, and on the way home I dine<l at l\Ir. 
Carlisle's, where I also met Mr. Carlisle's brother and Lieu­
tenant Crause. l n the cour,;e of the evening the conversation 
turned on the departure of ~Iajor Somerset from the Frontier, 
and I mentioned the particulars of the conversation that had 
passed when J took leave of him and the proposal he had made 
that a 0('trntation l:!hould be Rent to Cape Town. The ,;ugges­
tion was immediately taken up and considered aH important 
by ~1r . .f ohn Carlisle and Lieutenant C"rause, and after some 
com'enmtion it was mutually agreed that a Subscription ought 
to be raised for the purpos<' of defraying the expences of the 
l)eputation, and with this vie\~ it was decided that a Circular 
Letter should be addressed to the principal and most respect­
able Settlers, to propose a Meeting to be held at Graham's Town 
on the 24th May. Having agreed upon the proposed Circular, 
J proceeded home, intending on the arriving of thl' Landdrost 
(which I expected soon) to acquaint him with the object of the 
proposed meeting. I afterwards found that :\fr. Rivers, 
instead of prosecuting his Tour, had returned to Graham's 
Town to meet the Governor of Bourbon. A short time 
previously J received a Letter from the Field Cornet Dyason 
(who accompanied the Landdrost) fixing the day on which the 
Landdrost would reach my Location and announcing that Mr. 
Hiven,, his family, and f-mite would dine with me. This Letter 
was accompanied by a Kote from Dyason enquiring if I had 
received a Circular Letter Higned by Mr. Carlisle, and expressing 
a wish that the proposed Meeting should be postponed for a 
frw days, as he desired to be present and doubted if the Land­
drost's Tour would be terminated by the Day appointed. l 
replied to Dyason that the Letters having been already circu­
lated it would be too late to make any alteration in the Day. 
These were all the material circumstances known to me that 
occurred previous to the Day of Meeting. 

What occurred on the occasion of the Landdrost's inter­
fercncl' to prevent the Meeting ? 

Reply. The day of the intended Meeting (the 24th May) I 
came to Grahnm'R Town with thrcr or four friends and was 
much surprizcd to find a Public Notice stuck up, prohibiting 
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thP 1lePting and ordering the Partic>s to diHpPrsc and to rd urn 
to their Honws. Thl' n<·xt morning I c·allPd on the Landdro,;I 
and complained of the misrcpre ·entation that must have been 
made to him respecting the objects of the intended Meeting and 
which had led to Ho abrnpt a measure of interference. He 
replied that it had not been mi:,;represPnted as it had not been 
represented at all, that he had only heard of the intended 
.Meeting on hiH return to Graham'H Town two days before, and 
complained that as Magistrate he had not heen applied to for 
his legal Sanction. I apologized by remarking that J had not 
bePn aware of the nccc, sity of making a previous application 
to him, and then stated to him the objects of the proposed 
Meeting. He at first received me formally, but on this 
H:xplanation he observed that if he had heen aware of the 
object of the Meeting he would not have' refused hiH assent to 
it, and appeared to be perfectly satisfied. 

Wh<>n did you hear of the Proclamation of the 2-ith }lay ? 
Reply. A Weck after this lnterview thP Proclamation of 

thP 24th }lay arrived, from which it was apparC'nt that the 
representation to the GovPrnor, and on which it was founded, 
must have been tran:mitted from Graham's To\\n by the Mail 
of the 14th of :\fay or previously. 

When were the Circular Jnvitations iHsued ? 
Reply. The Circulars ,vt'rc dated the Znd of .\lay, but could 

not have been Hent to the PoHt Office for :,;ome days afterwards. 
What proceedings did you adopt when the Proclamation 

arrived ! 

Reply. l wrote by the Jirst Post an Explanatory Letter to 
.\lajor. 'omernet who was then at Cape Tov.·n, reminding him of 
his own Suggestion about the deputation and stating that the 
object of the Meetincr that had h<'en so nnwh misrepresented 
was to give efJect to it. I requested l\lajor i-lomcrHct to make 
thi:,; e. plana.t ion to hiH Father. 

What an wer did you receive on th<' subject ! 
Reply. 1 reeeivecl no rcply from .\lajor Somer.-et, and in a 

sub:,;cquent intcrvic\, after his return to the frontier he did not 
allude to the subject with me. 

What was the nature of the inflammatory publications said 
to have been circulated about that time, and did they originate 
,, ith the Emigrant Settlern ? 
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Reply . They com,isted merely of jocular allusions to the 
different authoriti<>s (present and preceding). Thf>y were of a 
personal but harmless nature, and could not be regarded either 
as inflammatory or libellomi. They were generally considered 
to proceed from two or three individuals resident in this 
n('ighhourhoocl, and <lid certainly originate with an Individual 
who waH not one of the Emigrant Settlers. The Landdrost 
appeared to have received them in perfect good humour and 
PxpreHsed no disHatisfaction at the time. 

What were the viewR and measures so much complained of 
by the British SettlerH during the twelve months succeeding to 
these Transactions ? 

Reply. The measures that followed were the removal of the 
, 'pecial Heemradcn, tlw relaxation of measures for checking 
the depredations of the Caffres, the mode of e tablishing Fairs 
at the Clay Pits within the Settlement, and the formation of 
the Albany Levy to which l\Ir. Rivers was appointed Com­
mandant. Add to theRe the unaccommodating Spirit by which 
the Landdrost was influenced in his general conduct towards 
the Settlers. 

To what do you attribute the increased depredations of the 
I affres at that period ? 

Reply. The system that had been pursued by Colonel 
Willshire by following up the depredaiors and recovering the 
Stolen Cattle was entirely abandoned after the arrival of 
Colonel Scott, who in sending out Detachments restricted them 
from pa sing the frontier, and during the period of his command 
so little energy was shewn that the Kaffres were imboldened 
and the Settlen, harassed by continued inroads. 

What were the circumstances and impressions that imme­
diately produced the application for leave to meet in order to 
address His Majesty's Government ? 

R<>ply. The impressions arising from the continued depre­
dations of the Kaffers and some Murders that had been com­
mitted, also from seeing no effectual measures taken to check 
or punish these Outrages rendered the situation of the Settlers 
insupportable, and on a review of all the circumstances of 
their situation that have been alluded to the senRation was 
quite general that the time was come when it was essential to 
take the decided step of making their situation known to His 
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l\Iajesty'R Government. The agreement to make application 
was therefore spontaneous amongst those who signed it. 

What h•d to the proposed Meeting being finally abandoned ? 
Reply. The Governor having required that the objects of 

it should be specifically stated, it was judged that the losR of 
time occasioned by further references to Cape Town would be 
a serious addition to the sufferings of the Settlers, in conRe­
quence of which the address was drawn up, to which signatures 
were obtained. 

How were the Signatures obtained ? 
Reply. Copies were taken round by Three lndividnalH and 

were read to the parties, who were requested to sign them. 
How were the Settlers at that time circumstanced in regard 

to their Agricultural prospects ? 
Reply. They had experienced a third time the disappoint­

ment of a total failure of their Crops. 
Since it has been proved to the Settlers that, 100 AcrcR of 

Land were insufficient for the support of a family, what were 
the measures taken by the local Government to remedy the 
mistake? 

Reply. The Acting Governor Sir Rufane Donkin extended 
tho locations of several of the principal Settlers and promised 
to enlarge some others, but no general plan was carried into 
effect. Several Memoria!R have since been addressed to the 
Governor, but I am not aware of any Grant of additional Land 
having been made by the Governor to the English Settlers at 
the time that the Address to Lord Bathurst was forwarded. 

In what manner could their deposits have been applied to 
their farming pursuits at the time they were withheld lo 
compensate for the issue of Rations ? 

Reply. Had the deposits been paid according to engagement, 
many of the Settlers could havC' purchased Cows and Sheep, 
and by the Dairy produce and an Economical use of them 
have kept up their Stock and subsisted their families at much 
less cost than the Rations that were issued and cornmmed. 

What was the arrangement of the Colonial Government, for 
supplying the Troops which operated so disadvantageously to 
the British Settlers ? 

Reply. In raising Corn on the Government .Farm and in 
reserving to themselves the Contract for supplying the Troops 
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with provisions, instead of allowing the Public to tender for it. 
When no produce was obtained from the Government Farm, 
the Director of it, as their Agent, collected the whole supply 
from the neighbouring District. 

To what extent has the Circuitous Trade by Cape Town 
operated to the injury of the Settlement ? 

Reply. The freights from Cape Town exceed those from 
England to that Port, and the Seasons favorable for Ships 
arriving at Table Bay is that in which Vessels are in greatest 
Hecurity in Algoa Bay. A proportionate reduction would be 
made by a direct trade in the prices of Articles received also 
from Eastern ports. VariouR other charges are the consequence 
of trarn,hipment, independently of delays and double Insurance. 

What may have been the number of Houses or Habitations 
<'rected in Bathurst about the period of the removal of the 
Establishment ? 

Reply. About thirty House,; and Habitations, more than 
a third of which were substantially built. 

What were the consequences so ruinous t'o individuals in the 
Hudden removal of the Civil Establishment to Graham's Town ? 

Reply. Immediately, in the depreciation of Property in­
vested there, the loss of a l\larket for the produce of the 
contiguous Farms, which the Settlers were quite incapable of 
taking to Graham's Town and disposing of it to advantage, 
besides the prospect held out to them of an encrease to that 
Market from the enlargement of the Town of Bathurst and 
the resort to it as the Seat of Magistracy. 

What are the acquired wants of the Kaffers which they were 
desirous of snpplying by friendly barter, but which the restric­
tions imposed led them to satisfy by theft or force 3 

Reply. The only one I can at present remember is those 
implements of Iron which they have shewn a desire to possess. 

1 n what rci:;pcct haH the system of Government and Laws 
"hiefiy operated aR serious obHtacles to the prosperity of the 
~ettlcment ? 

Reply. The unlimited power of the Governor, legislative 
and executive, and of the Landdrost as chief Magistrate of the 
District. The Laws, tho' not generally known, are not so 
much complained of in their principle as in their local adminis­
tration and the Expenccs of Appeal. The mode of appointing 
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Hecmraden is very much objected to, as they are in no degree 
a representative body, and in the administration of justice do 
not answer the purposes of a Jury. 

Which is the fertile and unappropriated Territory alluded 

to in the Address 1 
Reply. The Land alluded to is Hitnated hetween the Fish 

River and the Keiskamma. 
(Signed) THO)IAS PHILIPPS, 

[ Enclosure 22 in the above.\ 

GRAf!AM's TowN, 2 th February 1824. 

Deputy AH:-;iHtant Commissary General Rohcrl Johnstom' 
examined. 

Were many applications made to you by the Settlers at the 
expiration of the first two months after their arrival on their 
locations to b permitted to receive their in talments instead 

of continuing their Rations 1 
Reply. . ot many. The only one I now recollect was Mr. 

Phillips, who made the application to the Acting Governor 
'ir Rufane Donkin in my pre ence to be permitted to receive 

hiH money and to draw Rations as he wanted, and paying for 

them as he received them. 
\v11at was the answer of the Acting Governor ! 
Reply. That it could not he allowed. 
Do you know what iH the Amount of th' Balancc-s no" due 

by the ettlers for Rations issued to them on account of 

Government ? 
Rep1y. About the sum of 210,000 Rix Dollars including 

the charges for Stores, ed Corn, &c. 
I believe that there ,\a. a great Scarcity of Flour in the 

Year 1820. 
Reply. There was, and it continued to 1821. 
Meat l believe was never scarce. 
Reply. ever. 

(Signed} ROBERT JOHNSTONE, D.A.C.G. 
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[Enclosure 23 in the above.] 

23rd September 1824. 

Christopher Thornhill, Esq re., examined. 

Are you acquainted with the contents of a Statement that 
was made by a certain number of the British Settlers in the 
District of Albany in the year 1823, and transmitted to Earl 
Bathurst? 

Reply. I am. 
Did you sign it, or were you in any manner concerned in its 

composition ? 
Reply. It was brought to me by Major Pigot, but after 

reading it I declined to sign it. 
What were your reasons for declining to sign it ? 
Reply. I differed in the sentiments that the Statement 

expressed, and I did not feel the hardships of which it com­
plained. 

Do you conceive that if the two last Instalments of the 
Deposit Money had been paid at the stipulated periods to the 
Settlers, they would have derived more advantage than from 
the issue of Provisions that was authorized by Government ? 

Reply. I do not think they would, as it would have encou­
raged the Heads of Parties to have extended their cultivation, 
and thence exposed them to greater loss. 

Was there great difficulty experienced in obtaining Provisiorn, 
on the first arrival of the Settlers in Albany ? 

Reply. 'l'here was. 
,vere you aware or acquainted with any abuse in the 

distribution of the Bounty of Government in Stores and 
Provisions ? 

Reply. I have heard that losses were experienced by th<> 
Commissariat Departrnent in the issue of Provisions. 

Are you of opinion that the indentured Servants wen' 
induced or encouraged to break their engagements in conse­
quence of the high price given for Labour where no engage­
ments existed, or in consequence of the great facility afforded 
by the Magistrates ? 

Reply. I think that the high price that was offered for tlH• 
La bout· of Ht'rvants did in many instance's prompt thc·m to 
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break their engagements, but in some cases it may have been 
the ill-treatment they received from their Masters. In respect 
to my own people, I never complained of them, altho' their 
misconduct would have justified it. Their insolence and 
general unwillingness to fulfil their engagements rendered them 
almost useless and burthensome. 

Do you conceive that the issue of Government Rations may 
have contributed to cause that spirit of independence and 
resistance to their employers ? 

Reply. I do not consider that the issue of Rations produced 
this effect with the contracted Servants, but with the Settlers 
termed independent, who in many instances remained idly upon 
their locations and refused to hire their labour to others while 
they were thus subsisted by Government; this made it difficult 
to hire labourers. 

Are you of opinion that the situation of the Town of Bathurst 
was well chosen ? 

Reply. Yes, I am. 
Do you know whether it was the intention of Sir Rufanc 

Donkin to remove the Seat of Magistracy from Graham's Town 
to Bathurst ? 

Reply. J have every reason to believe it was, and that the 
Drostdy House now building at Bathurst was intended for the 
residence of the Landdrost. 

Had any market been Pstablished at Bathur:-;t before the 
change of destination was determined upon '/ 

Reply. A very incom,iderable one, but there ,vas cvNy 
prospect of its increasing. 

Had many Houses been then built at Bathurst '/ 
Reply. I think about a Dozen. 
Do you think that the supply of Watc,r in the Villagp would 

have been sufficient to support an increasing population ? 
Reply. l think that it would. 
Do you recollect whether in the years 1820 and 1821 the 

depredations of the Caffres on the Frontier were rC'pres,-ed I 
Reply. In the part of the Country that I live in the Caffm-1' 

depredations have never been f<erious. I bPlicve that at iin,t 
the Caffres refrained. from attacking U8 from their being 
ignorant of our force or of the property we possessed. I am of 
opinion that afterwards they received encouragement from the 

 

 



Records of the Gape Colony. 375 

illicit intercourse that some of the Settlers were found to 
maintain with them. 

Are you aware of any difficulty that has occurred at any 
period to the Settlers of making known their situation to the 
Head of the Government at Cape Town ? 

Reply. I am not aware of any. 
Do you conceive that the Memorials of the Settlers weTP­

faithfully transmitted to the Colonial Government ? 
Reply. I have never heard anything to the contrary. 
Do you recollect to have received an invitation to attend n. 

Public Meeting of the Settlers at Graham's Town ? 
Reply. I did. 
What was stated to be the object of this meeting ? 
Reply. To take into consideration the critical situation of 

the Settlers arising from the continued failures in the Crops , 
and the little prospect of any improvement in them. 

Did you attend the meeting ? 
Reply. No, I did not. 
Were you unfavourable to the object of it ? 
Reply. My own impression was that the real object ,vas a 

political one, and not that stated in the notice. 
Had any marks of Public discontent or of dissatisfaction 

with the measures of Government been felt or expressed on any 
occasion previous to this meeting ? 

Reply. I often heard general complaints and dissatisfaction 
expressed by the Settlers. 

Did you yourself feel that there existed any ground of com­
plaint against the measures of Government ? 

Reply. None. I always felt that Government had done 
more than we had a right to expect. 

Do you conceive that any advantage would have-arisen from 
the Settlers being permitted to hold a meeting and discuss 
their grievances ? 

Reply. Only in case of their being able to communicate to 
each other the results of their experience in Agriculture. 

Are you of opinion that at the time at which the Meeting 
was intended to have been held there existed a great deal of 
individual distress amongst the Settlers ? 

Reply. J think it was partial, The prospect before us was 
certainly a gloomy one, 
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Are you of opinion that the quantity or proportion of Land 
that was granted to the Settlers was sufficient to enable them 
to subsist on or to carry on cultivation to any useful extent ? 

Reply. I am not. 
Do you think that the ordinary allotment of Land that is 

given to the Dutch Boers from four to five thousand Acres is 
indispensable to insure success in any Branch of Agricultural 
industry in the District of Albany ? 

Reply. I think that a less extent than that might be 
sufficient, and I know instances where, with industrious habits, 
Settlers have succeeded in subsisting themselves with much 
smaller portions of Land. 

Do you think that the existence of the Somerset Farm, and 
the competition it creates in the Grain Market has hitherto 
operated unfavourably to the exertions of the Settlers ? 

Reply. In a small degree it has, and in future if it should 
be continued it would certainly be seriously felt. 

Do you conceive that the general prospects of the Settlers 
are such at present as to induce a large majority of them to 
remain in their present situations rather than incur the risk of 
removal to other Colonies ? 

Reply. I certainly think that their prospects are better in 
remaining where they are than in removing ; and I think that 
very few indeed would accept the offer of removing if it were 
made to them. 

Do you think that the District of Albany holds out an 
expectation of ever producing a surplu8 quantity of ·wheat or 
Grain? 

Reply. Not generally, but I think that of Indian C'orn, 
Potatoes, and Pease, there may be expect<.>d to be produced an 
exportable Surplus. I think also that salted proviHiom; might 
in time be raised for exportation with some profit. 

Are you of opinion that the SettlerH who have' not i-mccccdC'd 
in Albany might be removed with advantage to th<.> SC'ttl<>d 
parts of the Colony and put in pos1':lcssion of places fonncdy 
occupied by the Dutch Inhabitants ? 

Reply. In case they could be removed to the neighbourhood 
of Markets [ think that it would arn,wer. 

fa the scarcity of labour a great Hource of complaint, in lhl' 
Albany District ? 

 

 



Records of the Uape Colony. 377 

Reply. I think it is. 
Do you find that the Hottentots make good Servants, and 

are they willing to enter into the service of the English SettlerR ? 
Reply. I do not think that they either make good Servants 

or are they willing to enter into the service of the SettlerR, 
They have acquired such an idea of the value of their services, 
that it is very difficult to obtain them on any terms, even from 
the Missionary Institutions. 

Do you find. that these Institutions operate unfavourably to 
their disposition to work ? 

Reply. I think they do. 
Do the Missionaries not encourage the Hottentots to enter 

into Service ? 
Reply. No, they do not. 
Do you think that an augmentation of the labouring Popu­

lation of Albany by the introduction of Irish Labourers would 
be beneficial ? 

Reply. I place no confidence myself in the character of 
Irish labourers, they might succeed if located in independent 
parties. The introduction of boys as apprentices would I 
think be the best mode of adding to the labouring population. 

(Signed) C. THORNHILL. 

[Enclosure 24 in the above.] 

Evidence of MR. LAND SURVEYOR KNOBEL on Location of 
Settlers, gi11en to the COMMISSIONERS OF ENQUIRY. 

CAPE TowN, 27th October 1824. 

You remember having surveyed the Location at Lynch's 
post in Albany, part of which was assigned to General Camp bell. 

Reply. I do. 
What number of Settlers did you estimate that it would 

provide for, and what were its resources ? 
Reply. There was a considerable extent of Land, which 

according to the note I made at the time might have received 
about 100 Settlers, at the rate of 100 acres each. It had only 
one good Spring, and altho' the land could not generally bt• 
irrigated, there was much good arable land. 
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Did you visit that Location after Sephton's and the other 
parties had been placed upon it? 

Reply. The only time that I visited the location was in the 
month of July 1820, when I went to inform them that they 
were required to remove. 

In what state of forwardness <lid they appear then to be in 
respect to building and cultivation ? 

Reply. I do not distinctly remember, but I am disprn;cd to 
think that no progress had been made either by )Ir. Sephton\; 
or Biggar's parties. Hyman and Ford's had erected the walls 
of cottages. .:\fenzies' location I did not visit. 

Did any of these parties complain to you of losses sustained 
by the necessity of removing ? 

Reply. They had previously received intimation by Letter 
from Colonel Cuyler, and I do not remember their having 
expressed their complaints to me. 

Did the locations appear to satisfy the parties that had been 
placed upon them ? 

Reply. [ had very little conversation with them, but J 
generally remember that Sephton's party expressed some 
objection to the location. 

Did you visit either of those parties upon the locations to 
which they were afterwards removed ? 

Reply. I visited all of them. 
Can you 1:1tatc what were the comparative merits of those 

locations, and whether the partie8 were dii;satiHfied at tlw 
change? 

Reply. 'l'hc location to which 8"phton's party was removed 
appeared to me more convenient for the party, being more 
easily divisible on account of access to a stream or rivulet 
running through it. On the other hand in 1822 when I vifiitecl 
them they were situated between two Dutch farms, which have 
r,;ince been granted to the occupiers. The soil is not gc>nerally 
so good as at Lynch's prn,t. The land assigned to .Mr . .;\[pnzi(•:;' 
party at the Caneka after their removal was not, generally so 
good as at the Ka:;ouka, where the firnt wen, put down, but it 
had some good lan<l. Hyman and Ford's location was inferior, 
it was very stony land, in con:;cquence of whic•h it waR cxtenclpd 
by order of Sir Rufane Donkin in 1821. 

In the measurement of the locations was it invariably your 
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practice to leave the internal division of the land to the dis­
cretion of the Settlers ? 

Reply. It was so in all instances. 
Did you obtain from the Heads of Parties in all instances a 

Certificate that they were satisfied with the Boundaries fixed 
for them? 

Reply. I obtained a Certificate from the Head of each 
party or his representative that the boundary marks had been 
pointed out to them. 

Did any of them refuse to give you such a Certificate ? 
Reply. None except 2\fr. 'tanley and :\Ir. Erith. 

( igned) J. KNOBEL. 

[Enclosure 25 in the above'.] 

CAPE Tow~. 2nd Duember 182.J.. 

:\Ir. Richard P. Jones e.·amined. 

What situation in the Commissariat Department are you 
ftlling at pre ent / 

Reply. I am the Chief Clerk in the CommisElariat Depart­
ment of Account~, and since Mr. Hayward's departure I have 
had, and still continue to have, charge of the Department. 

You have in your Office one set of all the Commissariat 
Accounts of Receipts and Disbursement:s. 

Reply. We have. 
He so good a, to state when the first lm;talment wa paid to 

the Settlers, and at what exchange ? 
Reply. Principally from May to August 1820, at the rate 

of £121 ls. 3d. per cent premium. 
When were the second and third Instalments paid, and at 

what e.·change ? 
Reply. They wne not paid, but credited to the Settlers in 

their Accounts Current. The second Instalment chiefly from 
August to Decemb •r l 20 at the rate of £127 17s. 7d. per cent 
premium. The third Instalment ,vas also er ditcd to them in 
the course of the year 1 21, at the average rate of £131 98. Id. 
JH'r cent premium. 

Were any Rations paid for subsequent to :nst December 1820? 
Reply. onsidcrable quantiti s of .Flour and Rice \\'l'I'<' 

issued for Cash during 1821 and l 22, but no full Rations. 
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Were any Rations at any time issued by the Commissariat 
without the Signature of the Head or nominal Head of the 
Party? 

Reply. Yes, there were, under special authorities, copies of 
which you have been furnished with ; the Signature of the 
Head, or of an accredited Substitute was uniformly affixed to 
such of the immediate Receipts for supplies on the Frontier as 
have come under the examination of our Department, and i::i 
therefore inferred to have been constantly obtained. 

Did the Commissariat continue to issue full Rations in all 
cases after 31st December 1820 ? 

Reply. Yes, until the 30th September 1821. 
Were full or half Rations issued generally from 30th August 

to 31st December 1821 ? 
Reply. Antecedently to 1st October 1821 full Rations were 

issued,subsequentlyto that date only half Rationsweresupplied. 
Were any applications for relief made to the Commissariat 

Department after the 31st December 1821 by any of the 
Settlers in Albany ? 

Reply. Beyond those made for Rice, I am not aware of 
there having been any such applications. 

What was the total amount charged to the Settlers on 
account of Rations supplied to them ? 

Reply. In 1820 Rds. 101,466 6 4¼, in 1821 Rds. 1G2,980 1 :1, 
in 1822 Rds. 506 6 4,i, total Rds. 264,953 7 0. ln the above 
Sum is included Rds. 6,746 :1 l for Rations supplied to the 
Settlers at Clanwilliam. 

What was the amount charged to them for Agricultural 
Implements, Seed, &c. ? 

Reply. Rds. 59,077 1 4f. 'l'his sum includes Rds. 2,254 
4 21 advanced to certain Individuals in cash. 

What was the total amount of Deposits placed to the cn'diL 
of the Settlers ? 

Reply. The aggregate of the second and third Instalments 
retained and placed to the credit of the SettlerK was Rds. 
96,080 1 IJ, the first instalment having been paid to the parti(',; 
in cash. 

What is the amount of disburKements made by tlw Commis­
sariat on account of tlw Hc-ttlel's, and whi<"h hav<' not bPell 
charged to them '/ 
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Reply. In 1820 for Seed, Medicines, &c. Rds. 1,199 7 0, in 
1822 for Seed gratis Rds. 13,352 0 4, in 1822 for Rice gratis 
Rds. 46,297 1 0, payment to Mr. Parker in lieu of Rations 
Rds. 3,502 4 2~. Besides the above there was a considerable 
expenditure on account of Waggon hire for conveying the 
Settlers to their Locations, but they have been exempted from 
any charge on this account by order of His Majesty's Govern­
ment. 

What did the full Ration issued to the Settlers consist of 1 
Reply. The Ration consisted of 1 ! lb. Meat, 1 lb. Bread, 

2 ounces Flour, and 3½ lbs. of Wood per day, together with 
r2 of a pound of Candles per week for one half of the year and 
"/; for the remainder ; but those proportions were occasionally 
departed from at the request and for the accommodation of 
the Parties. 

What proportion of these Rations was issued to the Women 
and Children 1 

Reply. One half to Women and one quarter to Children. 
What was the cost of the full Ration to Government 1 
Reply. Nineteen Stivers generally, but at particular in-

tervals it varied from 14 to 23½ Stivers. 
What was the rate at which the full Ration was charged to 

the Settlers ? 
Reply. The same. 
What was the cost of the Ration of Rice to Government ? 
Reply. The average price was 3f Stivers per Ration of half 

a pound. 
Was any charge made to the Settlers on account of Rice ? 
Reply. None whatever, they were issued gratuitously. 

(Signed) R. P. JONES. 

[Enclosure 26 in the above. J 
Grants of Land to Briti8h Settler8. 

E:camination of \VILLI.Ur HAYWARD, EsQRE. 

CAPE TowN, 16th February 1825. 

You have been employed as the Commissioner in adjusting 
the claims of the Emigrant British Settlers upon the Locations 
in Albany? 
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Reply. I have. 
Will you be so good as to state the princ-iple upon which you 

have found it expedient to adjust those claims with reference 
to the allotment of their Lands ? 

Reply. The principle that [ accepted as the most expedient 
and with consent of the claimants has been to allot homesteads 
to each claimant, and of an extent regulated by local circum­
stances favorable to cultivation, the remaining part of each 
location has been left as open pasturage, upon which each pro­
prietor has the privilege of grazing a proportion of cattlf.' 
regulated by the number that the land is capable of supporting. 

What provision has been made for the extenf>ion of cultiva­
tion by tho e who c resource· or industry have enabled them 
t.o prosecute it further ? 

Reply. The local peculiaritieR of each Location have not 
a,lmitted of the application of any gt>neral principle. Each 
proprietor may t>xtend his homestead by cultiYation, or he may 
cultivate land upon other available parts of th<' location, 
provided he encloses. It has been thought worth while in 
Ron1e instanccs to make an ahatement in the number of Stock 
that the individual may have bren allowed to keep, in the 
proportion of one head of cattle for every five acres cultivated. 

What do you conct•ivc to be the proportion of cattle that can 
hP maintained throughout the year upon the Lands of Albany, 
according to the general experience of the Settlers ? 

Reply. The general avcra.gc proportion fixed by tlwmsclv('S 
is tf'n head of <"attle for <'VNY hundrccl acr('s, and i11 most of the 
Locations an addition of fiv(' slH't'p has bern made. Some of 
t.hc parties have considered that their Locations will contain 
t wclve or even fifteen head of cattle per hundrPd acrrs. The 
Locations have in few instances been yet stocked to thii. 
<·xtrnt, hut it is tlw persuasion of th(' Settlers that the land 
will bear them. When th<' Stock may hav0 encn•,u,ed to thi1-1 
amount it, may he found that thl' pastures will not. bear so 
lllll('h. 

Has it bern found nec('ssary to removl' eatLlt' lo di::;tant 
pastures at certain seasons of the year, and wha.t. may have 
been the effect of the restriction that some of the parties have 
been liable to, in being obliged to retain their Stock upon the 
Location throughout the year ? 
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Reply. The Settlers have been willing to change the 
pastures if opportq_nity offered, altho' I do not conceive that in 
their circumstances it would be desirable for them to go to any 
considerable distance to graze their cattle, the usual ill effects 
have certainly been experienced from keeping the cattle upon 
the Rame grasses throughout the year, but the Stock has not 
yet been so considerable as to create any positive inconvenience. 
The demands of the Settlers in many instances for extension of 
their LandR have proceeded from the expectation that the 
early increase uf their Stock would require it. 

Does it appear to you that the cultivation within the loca­
tions will admit of being much extended ? 

Reply. Wherever flat ground can be obtained it appears 
capable of cultivation, but from the rugged and unevPn surface 
of the country the proportion of good arable to the pasture land 
is inconsiderable. The objection is not to the soil, but to the 
circumstance of the surface being sometimes encumbered with 
rock or on such steep slopes as would expose the soil to be 
washed away by the heavy rains if the land is disturbed by 
the plough. 

\Vhat number of Cattle arc considered neceRsary for the due 
cultivation of. an acre of land in Albany ? 

Reply. I have reason to believe on an observation of the 
::;oil in Albany, ancl. on inquirieR from practical men on the 
Locations, that ten loads of manure are required for the 
cultivation of an acre of land, and as there is no litter in the 
cattle kraals or pcm, twenty head of oxen or cows arc required 
to produce that ([\tantity. A team of ten oxen will perform 
Llw labour in cultivating about thirty acreR. 

Do you conceiv<' that the land from which certain parties 
,n•re removed after their firRt settlement was preferable to 
t ht' locations afterwards assigned to them ? I allude chiefly 
to the Parties that were removed from that which waR 
e.· pectcd to arrive with General Campbell, but which did not 
come out. 

Reply . Tht• lands arnund the Riet Fontein from which the 
Parties alluded to were removed to make way for that expected 
to ,1rrive with General Campbell arc decidedly superior to those 
whereon the parties were Rubscquently placed. 

Arc you of opinion from the result of your enquiries that the 
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parties in question have suffered much inconvenience from 
their removal ? 

Reply. The parties complained of it continually to me, and 
the parties of Menzies and Parker which were aftnwards 
settled on the Karreeka did suffer much inconvenience from 
the nature and situations of their Locations. Sephton's party 
have recovered from the inconvenience to which they were at 
first exposed, but are most Rtrenuous in their der-iire to resume 
the Lands from which they were removed, and by this means 
to obtain more room than their preRent locations afford for r-io 
large and united a party. They have also a strong preference 
to the Land. 

Did it appear to you thf1.t the parties suffered much incon­
venience from the grant of considerable tracti- of land to 
individuals not Emigrant Settlers immediately contiguous to 
their locations ? 

Reply. Undoubtedly they did in the Rpecific car-ieR of the 
grants made to Captain TrappeR, to Major Jones, and to Mr. 
Austen, and also that to Mr. Burnett. I allude to these grants 
in particular as adjoining the locations. 

What is your opinion of the circumstances of the principal 
Settlers on their locations, so as to enable them to employ 
Labourers with advantage to themselves and to those who 
might be encouraged to emigrate on engagement of service ? 

Reply. On this subject T can state generally that there 
appears to be a great demand for labourers on the locations, 
that the price of labour waR very high, being at the rate of 1 ~ 
to 2 Rds. (2.s. 3d. to 3s.) a day, besides full subsistence to each 
common labourer, and higher in proportion to mechanics. The 
most exorbitant demands were represented to be made by 
mechanics, and those Settlers who were capable of working had 
constant employment, the whole of the children as they became 
capable of rendering any service wen' alHo fully employed, and 
the success of some individuals appeared to me· mainlv to have 
resulted from the labour of their families. • 

Do you conceive that there is vacant land remaining in 
Albany for any additional numher of Settlers with their 
families ? 

Reply. I do not conceive in that part of the District of 
Albany that has been settled by the British Emigrants that 
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there is any vacant land that could be appropriated to any 
additional numbt'r of Emigrant familit's. There is some open 
land near tho right bank of the Fish River which might be 
appropriated hereafter to a class of Settlers who would co­
operate in the protection of their property in the vicinity of 
the Kaffres. The lands on the left bank of the Fish River are 
generally considered eligible, altho' rather deficient in supply 
of water. The lands covered with thicket are not available in 
tho present situation of the Settlement. 

Have any recent attempts been made by the Settlers to 
improve the natural supply of water upon their Locations? 

Reply. 'l'hey have in some few instances formed dams to 
preserve the water of the streams, and some of the spri gs 
have been improved. The ,vater of tho streams is in general 
too deep seated to be led out. 

What progress has been recently made in the establishment 
of the Villages at Bathurst and the Kowie? 

Reply. No progress whatever has recently been made at 
Bathurst. Some mechanics are desirous of establishing them­
selves at the mouth of the Kowie, but they arc reluctant to 
purchase building allotments, which the Government does not 
appear willing to grant. The supply of water on the left bank 
of the Kowie is very scanty. 

\Vhat is your opinion of the comparative merits of the ports 
at the Kowie and in Algoa Bay, and the prospect of the coasting 
trade being chiefly attracted to the one or the other ? 

Reply. I consider neither of them as a port, they are mere 
roadsteads. Their safety depending on the winds that prevail, 
they may each continue to be frequented according to the con­
venience of the inhabitants in different parts of the country. 

Did you visit the mouth of the Fish River, and what observa­
tion did you make upon it ? 

Reply. I did, and it strikes me that it has greater capa­
bilities than the Kowie or Algoa Bay. There is a very fine 
Ba::;on within the entrance and apparently a clear channel of 
entrance, tho' not a direct one. 

Are there any natural facilities for forming an Establishment 
at the mouth of tho Irish River ? 

Reply. Th<:>re arc excellent points near the mouth on the 
right bank and good landing places, hut there is little or no 
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fresh water, On the left bank there is a better supply of fresh 
water, but the bank is precipitous. 

Did you attend any of the Fairs held with the Kaffers at 
Fort Willshire ? 

Reply. I attended the first fair that was held. 
Did there appear to be a good understanding between the 

Kaffres and those Settlers who attended, and what were the 
objects that were principally in demand ? 

Reply. There appeared to be perfect cordiality prevailing 
between all parties. The objects that were sought for by the 
Kaffers with the greatest avidity were beads and also buttons, 
but chiefly the former, which I have been given to understand 
are used as a medium of transactions amongst. themselves. 

(Si~ned) \V)I. HAYWARD. 

[Enclosure 27 in the above.] 

Evidence given by :\IR. H. C. D. ::.\1AYNIER to the Col\e.HSSIONERS 

OF ENQUIRY. 

CAPE TowN, 25th April 1825. 

Were you appointed Landdrost of Graaf£ Reinot in the 
Year 1792? 

Reply. I was appointed Landdrost of Graaff Reinet in the 
Year 1792 by the C'ommissioners General N ederburgh and 
Frykenius. 

Did you accompany the Commando that entered Cafiraria 
in the year 1793 ? 

Reply. I accompanied the Commando, and that for the 
following reasons: Years before I was appointed Landdrost 
I had made several journeys as well to the Eastern as Northern 
limits, and from what fell under my observation then and 
afterwards during the time I had been Landdrost, I was 
convinced that the complaints of the Boen; about depredations 
from the Caffres were altogether unfounded, and always 
exaggerated, originating from a design to enrich themselves 
with the Cattle they were in the habit of taking from the 
Caffres on the Commandos which they were allowed to conduct 
under no other control than that of Officers appointed from 
their number, and consequently having the same object in 
view . J recollect particularly to have witnessed on one of 
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those journeys the ,distribution of Cattle taken from the 
C'affres by a Commando under the orders of a certain Field 
Commandant Daniel Kuhn, when the number of Cattle taken 
from the Caffres was computed to be Thirty Thousand Head. 
In corroboration of the opinion I had the opportunity to form 
I found in the Archives at Graaff Reinet the duplicate of a 
letter that had been written to Government some years previous 
by :\Ir. Wagenaar, Secretary of Graaf! Reinet, during the 
absence of the Landdrost ~Ir. Woeke, in which he says "That 
the Boer', particularly C. Buis, C.s., under pretence that the 
Caffres had committed depredations continually insisted to 
form a Commando against the CaffrPs, that he (the Secretary) 
had caused inquiry to be made whether their complaints were 
well grounded, and found that they were not, but merely 
advanced for the purpose of enriching themselves with the 
Plunder from the Caffres." This letter I sent to Government 
with my report, for the purpose of backing my own opinion. 

What orders did you receive from the Government respecting 
the dispo3al of the Caffre Captives and Cattle 1 

R3ply. I received from Government orders to prevent as 
m'1ch a-; p::n,ible the shedding of blood, and for that purpose 
to cnco.urage the taking of Prisoners, who were to be either 
distrib:ite:l am::in3;t the Boers as servants or to be sent to the 
slave lo:lg in Cape Town. With regard to the Cattle I 
received no particular instructions, being left to follow up the 
f'stablished custom of compensating the losses of the Boers 
with the Cattle taken from the Caffres. 

What measures did you pursue with rega;rd to them, and 
did they meet the approval of the Authorities at the Cape 1 

Reply. A considerable number of Prisoners, Men, ·women, 
and Children had been taken by the Commando, chiefly 
through the assistance of the Hottentots who composed part 
of it, and I considered that if the orders to keep the Caffres 
prisoners were observed, some of the wives and children of the 
Boers might by the chance of war fall into the power of the 
Caffres, who would in that case act by way of reprisal and follow 
up the example. Experience has taught us that the Bosjesmen 
had never burnt the habitations of the Boers until the latter 
had commenced to i;et fire to the huts of the former. I 
therefore caused them to be brought in my pr<~sence, and used 
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my best endeavours to convince them that Government wished 
to C'stablish nothing but Peace and Tranquillity and to prevent 
the commitmC'nt of depredations for the future, and after 
some exhortation set them at liberty. This step gave V<'ry 
great dissatisfaction to the Boers, ,vho had shewn a great 
eagerness to keep them in bondage. Mr. Faure, the Landdrost 
of Swellendam, also opposed this measure very strongly, and 
even protested formally against it. I lost no time to report 
my measures and the reasons which led to the adoption of 
them to GovernmC'nt, and had the satisfaction that they were 
fully approved of. A good number of C'attle had ah,o heen 
taken, part of which consisted of Colonial Cattle. When the 
<listribution of that Cattle took place, I compared tlH' claims 
of the Boers about the Cattle they pretended to have lost by 
late depredations from the Caffres with the Opgaaf Roll 
(Taxation lif,t), and found that they exaggerated their loss in 
some instances to ten time's as murh as they possessed at the 
t,irnc of the Opgaaf by their own statement under oath. T 
therefore resisted such claims as I found to be incorn•ct, and 
mollified them to what appeared to come ncarC'st the truth, to 
tlw great discontentment of the Boers, which they manifested 
in the' most unequivocal manner. 

Did you suhscquC'ntly succC'ed in establishing pacific relations 
with the Caffre and Bosjcsmcn Tribes 1 

Reply. I suceC'cded in the Year 1793 to <'Stablish peace 
with the Caffre Tribes who had been engaged in hostilities 
against the Colony, and was even visited by the Chief Toolie 
in my camp. This will appear by the report sent to Govern­
ment signed hy myself, Mr. Faure, and t]w Hecmraden at 
Graaff Rcinct and Swellendam. l succeeded a.gain to establish 
pea.cc with the Caffres in the Yea·r 1799, after I had been 
appointed Commissioner, and to inspire the C'affres with so 
much confidence that on a sub1-1equent visit to Cape Town I 
was accompanied by the two Ca.fire Chiefs Gola and Hendrik. 
·with regard to the Bosjesmen J beg leave to ohservc that 
when I was appointed Landdrost of Graaff Rcinet I found 
that regularly every year large Commandos con1-1isting of two 
and three hundred armed Boers had been 1-1ent against tht• 
Bo1-1jesmen; and learnt by their reports that generally many 
hundred~ of Bosjl'smcn were killed by thC'm, amongst which 

 

 



number there were _ perhaps not more than six or ten men 
(they generally contrived to save themselves by flight), and 
that the greatest part of the killed comprized helpless women 
and innocent children. I was also made acquainted with the 
most horrible atrocities committed on those occasions, such 
a,; ordering the Hottentot,; to dash out against the rocks the 
brains of infant,; too young to be carried off by the Farmern 
for the purpose to use them as Bond,;men, in order to save 
Powder and Shot. In order to prevent as much as possible 
Huch atrocities, the first preparatory step I took was not to 
allow those Commandos any longer, but to substitute an order 
that if depredations were committed by the Bosjesmen imme­
diate notice should be given to the next Field Cornet, who 
was to collect some men and follow the trace of the stolen 
Cattle for the purpose to recover it and to punish those who 
were the guilty persons. The character of those to whom such 
power was necessarily entrusted * made this measure still very 
reprehensible, and l endeavoured to establish peaceable rela­
tions ; the Boers declaring this to be impossible lodged a 
formal complaint against me, stating that I neglected my duty 
to e:r:tirpate the Bosjesmen. I found ho,\ever amongst the 
Boers one named Pieter Ernst Krieger who showed himself to 
be better inclined, and I employed him to go with a select 
party into the country of the Bosjesmen, with directions to 
procure an interview with some of them, to distribute presents 
of some Sheep and Beads, to use his best endeavours to dispose 
them to leave off the commitment of depredation:;, to give 
them the assurance that then all hostilities on the part of the 
Uolonists would also cease, and to point out to them that they 
must have already observed that some changes had taken 
place, ,r, the general commandos had been discontinued. This 
was of such effect that from that period the depredations of 
the Bosjesmen nearly cca1:,cd, and the cause that they did not 
cease altogether at that time must be attributed to tho circum-

• The principal source of the calamities of the Frontier Di~tricts aud of the 
Pvil spirit t'Yinccd against tho Aborigines is lo be looked for in the great 
pu,1·1·r ,,ith 11hich the ('ommandants wt•rc vn(ruskd, and in their councils of 
war ,1hcre their minds were poisoned and inflamed, a~ these Commandants 
w1•rc chosen from the number of the Borrs nml \\'l'l'l' g<'1ll'rnlly nH·n c,f a 
rough, hardened and atrocious mind. 
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stances of some depredating Tribes who were wandering about 
the country, and who as yet were not 1cquainted with the 
events that had taken place. ·when I came to Graaff Reinet 
the second time I pursued the same line of conduct, and had 
the satisfaction of a visit from one of their Chiefs, who received 
some presents and a breastplate from me, on ,vhich his adopted 
name of Young was engraved, and who remained for a con­
siderable time at my how,e at G1aafI Reinet. It is to be 
understood that still now and then ::;mall depredations wen' 
committed by the Bosjesmen who were roving over ::;uch au 
immense extent of country, or by others who were driven to 
it by necessity owing to the game having been much destroyed 
by the hunting parties of the Boen;, and in seasons of drought 
the only resources otherwise left to them, such as Roots and 
Locusts, failing. I have also reason to suppose that the 
measures I had adopted in the year 179:3 had not been so 
strictly observed during the period between my departure from 
Oraaff Reinet till my return to it in 1799. 

Had you occasion to observe the effect of conciliatory 
measures with the Border Tribe;;, and did they tend to establish 
confidence in them ? 

Reply. l have had frequent opportunity to observe th<' 
effects of conciliatory measures with both Ca.fire and Bosjcsman 
LribeR, and abo with tho:,;e Colonial Hotlt>ntots who wf't'P 

engaged in hostilities with the Boen;, amounting at that tim<' 
to about Seven JI undred well armed 11[ e11, and have invariably 
found I hem to stwceed and to have been in mm-;t inst anet>s 
preferable tu t }i,, attempt to use for·ee, and in Hom<· th<> only 
means to preserve the Colony from ruin at that period. 

Did the Coloni;;ts shew a disposition to rnpport or to uppos(• 
pacific measures with the Caffres and Bosjesmen ? 

Reply. The Coloni;;b, wen' genemlly averse to pacifie 
measures. With regard to the Caffr<.·H tlH' Coloni;;ts had been 
in the lnbit of making largl' booty of Caffre Cattle, and from 
the Bosjesmen they carried away by mearn,; of the C'onunandos 
numbers of children whom they were w,ed to keep as servants. 
Mo,;t of the disputes with the Caffres and BoHjesmen might 
have been settled if the Boc:rn had not al wayH bc·cn :,;o cager to 
form those commandos from which they expected to reap 
some adYantag('K. 

 

 



What coun,e wa1:, punmed by them, and ,~hat wac; the event ? 
Reply. The Colqnist,; shewed great discontent, and com­

plained repeatedly to C:ovPrnment of tho reRtrictions I had 
put them under, which were however approved of by Govern­
ment, and then dissati ·faC'tion much increased in consequence 
thereof. About the same time revolutionary principles had 
spread throughout the whole Colony, emanating from Cape 
Town, and the Boen; on the Frontier~ joined in open insur­
rection. 

Were you appointed a 1:,econd time to the direction of 
affairs on the Frontier, and when 1 

Reply. I was appointed in the year 1799 by His Excellency 
General Dundas as Commissioner of the Districts Graaff Reinet, 
Swellendam and Stellenbosch. 

What was the state of affairs within the Frontier, and what 
relations subsisted at that time with the independent TribeH 
beyond it 1 

Reply. The Frontier Districts were in a complete state of 
anarchy. The Boers had taken up arms and were engaged in 
alternate hostilities against Government as well as against a 
large body of Hottentots who in consequence of the insurrection 
of the Boers had risen and joined by some Caffre Tribes drove 
the Colonists before them, killed many who fell into their 
hands, and plundered and burnt everywhere the places of the 
Colonists. The other Tribes of the Caffres comprising those 
who resided some little distance from the Frontiers like Gaika 
and others took no active part, but had received in a friendly 
manner those of the Boers who in consequence of their revolt 
had left the Colony, for instance Buys, Prinsloo, &c., and were 
not engaged in any hostilities against the Colony. The relation 
with the Bosjesmen was at that time peaceable, and they took 
no share in the events of that period. 

What was the recognized boundary of the Colony on the 
Eastern Frontier 1 

Reply. The Eastern Limits of the Colony had before that 
period been extended to the Great :Fish River. 

Did the Caffre Chiefs and Tribes that were in the occupation 
of the Zuurcveld and in Caffraria evince any disposition to 
maintain peaceable relations with the Colonists 1 

Reply. Tlw different Caffrc Chiefs and Tribes generally 
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evinced every disposition to maintain peace with the Colonistf:;, ' 
which is fully elucidated by the circumstance that such of tho 
Colonists as fled from the Colony in consequence of their 
revolt found an Asylum amongst the Caffres. I beg also 
leave to observe that in most instances the peaceable relations 
were disturbed by the acts of the one or the other Colonist:-:, 
and it is further remarkable that before, during, and after the 
different hostilities between the Colonists and the Caffres, 
various persons have travelled unmolested through the country 
of the Caffres, for instance Mr. S. van Reenen with a party of 
Colonists traversed Caffraria in search of the wrecked ship tho 
Grosvenor between the Years 1792 and 1793. 

What were the measures at that time in contemplation for 
the settlement of the Hottentots, and what were the circum­
stances that led to their aggregation at Bethelsdorp 1 

Reply. The Government had at that time in contemplation 
to restore land to those Hottentots who did not choose to 
re-enter the service of the Colonists, by giving them Farm 
places, and to allow them to reside thereupon under their own 
Chiefs, according to their ancient custom. It was also in 
contemplation to give them some assistance, consisting in 
Cattle, Wheat for seed, and the necessary Implements of 
Husbandry. By a letter (date 29th January 1800) from His 
Excellency General Dundas, I received an order to send in a 
list of such places as wore not then actually occupied by the 
Boers and convenient for the Hottentots, for tho purpose that 
they should be enrogistored at the proper office in the name of 
the Hottentots. It was also in contemplation to form a 
Militia of such of the Hottentots as would chuse to enlist, from 
a conviction that they would be more serviceable against the 
Tribes without the Borders of the Colony than other Military 
Forces or the Armed Boers. The circumstances which led to 
the establishment of Bethelsdorp were tho following : After 
tranquillity had been restored a number of Hottentots with 
their wives and children were at Graaff Reinot, who had taken 
refuge there during the time of anarchy and hostilities, and 
were provided with the necessary subsistence by Oovenuuent. 
Tho Revd. Dr. Van der Kemp wl10U1 l had ::,oen when l was on 
a visit to Gaika in Caffraria had also takeu up his re::;idcnce 
at Graaff Reinet, and commenced to instr-uct the Hottentots 
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whieh he found there, with great success. About the same 
lll'riod two more Mis:.;ionarics, ..\Ir. Read and ..\Ir. Van der 
Lingcn, ha<l arrived at Graaff Reinet and assisted Dr. Van dcr 
Kemp in his arduous task, \\ ho proceeded afterwards with the 
Hottentots to a place in the vicinity of Algoa Bay, partly 
IH'eam,c the maintenance of that., large number of Hottentot:-; 
at., the village of Uraaff Rcinet wai,; expensive and difficult, and 
chiefiy because there still exibted a great irritation between 
the Hoen, and Hottentots, and it was thought better to place 
them on a spot where they could enjoy the protection of the 
British ..\lilitary ..l!'orce and also reciprocally render assistance 
to that force. Their :mbsi1:,tencc, which to the best of my 
recollection was continued for ::;omc time, wa1:, albo rendered 
le:--b expcn::;ivc there, as such as were able to work found employ­
ment ai,; laborcri,; in building the fortifications and other 
buildingi,; at Algoa Bay. Their aggregation was joined by 
most of the other Hottentots, who were living then in bmall 
kraali,;, with the exception of the Chiefa Klaas Stuurman and 
Piet, and their followern, oi which the first had a place 
asi,;igned to him at Kleine River and the last one near 
Zwartcberg. 

Do you conceive that the same measures would have been 
applic;1ble to the Caffre Tribes ·within the Border, and were the 
Chiefs dispoi,;ed for the reception of Teacheri,; at at present ? 

Reply. l believe that no obstacle would have arisen from 
the inclinations of the Caffres. The reason that Dr. Van dcr 
Kemp, who made that attempt, did not i,;ucceed is to be looked 
for in the machinations of the Boers and other Deserters \\ ho 
had fled from the Colony and were living with the Caffres at 
that period, and who were afraid to lose the influence they had 
acquired with the Caffrei,;. l conceive also that similar measures 
as those adopted for the Hottentots would have succeeded 
with regard to the Caffre Tribes within the borders, and they 
might have become in time of great service to the Colony. 
In corroboration of this opinion, 1 beg leave to ob:;erve that 
a, petty Caffre Chief nanwd Hrndrik had resided for many 
years within the Colony at the Uamka, and ha<l rendered 
many ervice • to tho Coloubt::;. 

llad you any opportunity of obst>1Ting whether the Caffre , 
who H, e t that time in en ice \ 1th the Colonists ,rn1e 
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genC'rally faithful to their .Employers, an<l what, wa8 the effect 
of their Rervice or Rmployment ? 

Reply. As far as I have been able to obscrvP, thc> Caffres 
who were in the service of the Colonists hchavecl faithful ancl 
were of great use to the, Colonists, hPing e.·cellcnt HcrdsmC'n. 
On the other hand they W<'r<' oft<•n trC'ated ill hy the Boers, 
and the wages promised to them not paid, which led to irritation, 
to many complaints, and to the apprehension of greatC'r evilR. 

Can you state what WC'rc the circumsLanccs that led to the 
Settlement of the Griquas or Ba8tards beyond the Limits of 
the Colony? 

Reply. Having had no relation whatever with the Griquas 
during my appointments, I have no particular information 
about them, and am only acquainted with the main fact that 
they consist of the descendants of such Hottentots, particularly 
of the mixed race, ·who po ·sessed some property, were more 
civilized, and therefore not choosing to enter the service of the 
Boers, retired in proportion as the Colonists occupied and 
diRpossessed them of the Country, till they fixed their residence 
beyond the Orange River. 

Were any attempts at that time made to aggregate and 
settle the Bosjesmen ~ 

Reply. A :\1issionary, ~Ir. Kicherer, succeeded in settling 
and instructing the Bosjesmen. To the best of my recollection 
Mr. Kichcrcr left, that Settlement on account of ill health, and 
afterward:-; made a voyage to BuropC' . 

(Signed) II. C. D. JL\.YNIER. 

[Enclosure 28 in the above.] 

E,.,frlence aiven by }IR. \VrLLU;\I FLE:\UNG to the Co~DIIssroNER::; 
OF ENQUIItl". 

CAPE Tow.·, 24th Nay 182.3. 

You arc a partnc•r I believe in the Hou c of :\lc:-;sn;. Hough 
and Chiappini ? 

Reply. I am. 

Did you conduct any bu:-;iness in Orahnm's Town during 
the Caffrc .Fairs ? 

Reply. 1 was three monUu, in Graham's Town, from 
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~ovember to ,January la;;t, while the .Fair.· with thP Uaffre:-­
were going on. 

What quantity of head;; were sold by you to the dealer:-. ! 
Reply. From the P;;tabfoihment of the Fair;; in ugw,t to 

the end of J)pccmher Ja,-t, we !-'old -t.,000 lbs. of Coloured Beads 
at 6 Rck a lh., and 800 lb:,;. at f) Rcb. a lb. \Ye sold also 
Bras \Yire and Buttons to the value of 1 i500 Rck, amountinf( 
altogether to 32, i00 Rcls. 

Had you the sok supply of Beads within tlw period men-
tioned? 

Reply. We had not. l think about half the foregoing 
quantity of these Artides may have hcen :;upplied in addition 
by other ::\Ierehants. 

Did you make many purchases of the articles received in 
exchange from the Caffres ? 

Reply. We wc>re paid hy the Dealers for our Beads &e. in 
the Articles received from the Caffres, consisting of Ivory, 
Gum, and Hides, and we also purchased in Cash a further 
quantity of those Articles. 

Can you state the quantity of Ivory, Gum, and Hides 
purchased by you 1 

Reply. I cannot state the exaot quantity, but will refer to 
our Books. 

What quantity of those Article· generally may have been 
received"from the Caffres in the period above mentioned ? 

Reply. I was informed by the }larket }faster at Fort 
Willshire that he had weighed 39,524 lbs. of Ivory between 
the 18th August 1824 and the 13th January 1825, and that 
he estimated the other Article:; received from them at 16,800 lbs. 
of Gum and 15,000 Hide:;. The other Articks purchased were 
Caffre Corn, Basket , and .:\lat:;. 

Can you state the price of these Article· valued in the 
Beads exchanged for them ! 

Reply. J have no information 011 that subject, but 1 
understand there has been much competition amongst the 
Dealer ·, and that the CailrcH had latterly made better bargairn; 
and that some had taken away their articles till they could 
obtain a larger quantity of Beads in exchange for them. The 
Caffre arc con idered to be very i:;hrewd in their Transaction , 
and the Profit of the Dealers (from the high price of the Beads) 

 

 



cannot have been considered much more than a remuneration 
for their Trouble. 

What prices have been given by the .Merchants for the 
Articles purchased from the Caffres ? 

Reply. For Ivory on an average about 2 Rds. a lb., Hides 
about, 4- Heb. apie('C', and Uum l Hkilling a lh. 'l'hP1;c an· also 
tlw Cape Town priees. 

What were the pricC's at which Beads \\ ere sold before the 
e::,tablishment of the ~~air in August last ? 

Hq>l,v. About 6 Skillings a lb. in Cape Town and 1 H.d. a 
lb. in Graham's T°'"n, and from the• quantity commissio1wd 
from England it may be expected that the prices will be again 
reduced to thi:, level. 

Are you aware whether any considerablr quantity of Bead,; 
&c. has been recently imported ? 

Reply. About 15,000 lbs., which arc still selling at the high 
rate of 9 Rd·. per lb. They were sold in Cape Town for 
4 Rds. per lb. 

Have you any information of the progres:, of the Trade 
since January last ? 

Reply. The dealings had been in some degree checked from 
the want of Beads, but some good Pairs had been latterly held. 
lvory in the same proportions had continued to be received, 
and abo Hides. The l\lerchants have been less desirous of 
purchasing the Gums until they have ascertained the state of 
the }larket for them in Europe. It is generally the opinion 
that even a greater CJ. uantity of 1 vory would have been received 
if the beads had been more abundant and cheaper. 

(Signed) \V . .l!'LI~i.\llJliG. 

------------ -

f. Original. J 
Letter from MR. D. P • .l!'RANcrn lo R. \V1L1101• Ho1t1'0N, ~.SQRE. 

;; JEFFREYS STHE.i,;T, KENTISH TOWN, 1iJay 2,3th 182,3. 

l':im,-'l'he Letter I had th<' honor of tran1,;mitting to you 
yesterday to lay before Lord Bathurst l tru1,;t l have no 
occa1,;ion to repeat wa1,; dictated solely by Necessity, as l can 
asr.u1e you Sil' it is impossiblf' anything but lhe feat of immediate 
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proceeding:, againHt me for a Hum of money, which at present I 
am unable to pay, could have induced me to make such an 
<'xplicit expmmre of my real Situation, but when J considered 
that my present difficulties had been occasioned by no improper 
conduct of my own, r conceived thNe could be no just r<:'ason 
why I should from a false pride not, avow those difficulties. 

f had the honor of r<:'ceiving a communication from you 
to-day, through the medium of :'.\fr. Smith, who stated that 
my paper:,; were now bdore Earl Bathurst, and that as yet no 
r<:'port had been received from the Commissionern of Inquiry 
at the Cape. 

Mr. Smith also stated that you had expressed your sincere 
regret for the unpleasant situation I was placed in, and that 
he was authorised to say if a small sum of money would he of 
service to me you would be willing to advance it. 

[ cannot but cxpr<:'ss my sincere thanks for your very kind 
and disinterested offer to one who had no <:'arthly Claim upon 
you, and can only appreciate the act as I feel it is intended, 
and purdy emanating from benevolent feelings. 

And however averse I should feel in other Circumstanc<:'f\ to 
place myself under an obligation to any one whom I had no 
Claim upon, I cannot hesitate to accept your kind offer on 
this Occasion, conceiving it at the same time to be in no way 
connected with my Case now before Lord Bathurst, as I 
apprehend you wish it to be considered in the nature of a 
private loan. 

As I have made you, Sir, so far acquainted with my circum­
stances I feel less reluctance in mentioning my immediate 
Difficulty, which is a debt that must unavoidably be discharged 
without delay, amounting to near £80, this together with the 
immediate call for a few pounds for other necessary purposes 
obliged me to propose for the Loan of £100 for a few weeks, if 
nothing should be done in my Case before Lord Bathur~t in 
the mean time. 

I have taken the liberty of forwarding this Letter and will 
do myself the Honor of calling in Downing Street to-morrow, 
and trust under the above circumstances no further apology 
will he deemed necessary for the intrusion. I have &c. 

(Signed) D. P. F~ANCIS. 
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[Original.] 

Letter /ro111 the REVEREND \V1r. GE.\RY to H, \VIL1I01' 

HORTON. EsQng_ 

(i so~rnmmT l'L.tCE. ALBANY HOAD, 

CA)lBERWELL, 25th ,'\fay 1825. 

Srn,-I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Jetter of the 21st Inst., and in reply to the former part of it, 
beg the favor of your expresr-;ing my thanks to Earl Bathurst 
for hiH kindness in releaHing me from the claim:,; of the Agl'nt 
for the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope. 

With reference to the other part of your communication 
with which I am favored, I take the liberty of saying, that 
the deliberation which it has excited has occupied a little 
more time than it would have done, had it involved only the 
fate of an individual. Circumstanced, however as I am, and 
considering of what extreme importance it is to my family 
that I should obtain immediate employment, I feel no hesitation 
in accepting the situation on the Gold Coast, held out to me 
by Earl Bathun;t, on the proviso which his Lordship himself 
has had the goodness to annex to his offer, namely, " that His 
Lordship will have no objection to remove me from thence 
whenever there shall be an opening for employment in any 
other Colony." 

But, looking at the peculiar unwholei,omenc ·s of the Climate, 
the late mortality which has depopulated that country, and 
its political aspect, I am persuaded his Lordship will be 
prepared to expect something of the nature which I have now 
the honor of submitting to him, namely, that in case of my 
falling a victim to war, disease, casualty, or professional 
exertion, may I solicit that his Lordship will be pleased to 
consider my Widow, burdened as she will be with four children, 
as an eligible object for a pension ? 

I presume that the noble Secretary of State will have no 
objection to grant me a free passage out, and as little, (apprised 
as his Lordship is, of the cause of my reduced circum. tances) , 
to advance mr a part of my Nalary to enable me to equip 
my:--elf for my destination witl1 a,; little· <h•lay a,; po ·sihle. 
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)fay I request the favor of being informed, if any residence 
and glebe are annexed to the 2nd Chaplaincy on the Gold 
Coast? I have &c. 

(Signed) w~1. GE.\.RY. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from EAH,L B \.1'IIUR5T to L'.:mo CH.\.RLES Soe1IERSET. 

DOWNING STREET, :36th Jfay 1825. 

}IY LoRD,-At the request of the Ambas. ador of the Nether­
land· I have to dc:-;irc that your Excellency will cause the 
accompanying Judicial Document to be served upon l\1rs. 
Alida Anna Johanna Kuchler Widow of }l. Justus Hendrick 
Pfeil residing at the Cape. I have &c. 

(Rigned) BATHURST. 

[Original.] 

Letter from LORD CHARLES So)IERSET to EARL BATHURST. 
CAPE OF GooD HoPE, 26th May 1825. 

}IY LoRn,-I have the honor of acquainting Your Lordship 
that I have caused to be shipped on board His l\fajesty's 
Ship Andromache, Captain P. R. l\foorsom Commander, Fifty 
Four Aums and Forty T·wo Half Aums of Constantia Wine 
directed to Your Lordship as per enclosed List. I have &c. 

(Signed) CH \RLES HENRY So11ERSET. 

[Ofllce Copy. J 

Letter from EARL BATHURST tc; LoRD CHARLES SOMERSET. 
Dow::-.INO STREET, LONDON, 27 .Uay 1825. 

)IY LORD,-lt has been represented to me that l\Ir. Crozier 
who has acted as Cashier to the Discount Bank since the year 
1808 is anxious for reasons connected with his health to be 

 

 



400 

relieved from the great responsibility which attaches to hiH 
employment, to exchange his Office for :-;ome other Situation 
under your Excellency's Government; and I beg leave to 
acquaint you that in consideration of the very favourable 
testimony which I have received in favor of ;\{r. Crozier's 
character, it will give me pleasure to learn that your Excellency 
can make some arrangement for meeting his wiHhes. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) BA'l'IIURST. 

[Original. l 

Letter from LORD CHARLES Sol\rnRSET to EARL BNrIIURST. 

CAPE OF Goon HOPE, 27 ll!ay 1825. 

MY LORD,-Having deemed it highly necessary to call upon 
the Civil Auditor General to afford every explanation in his 
power with regard to the examination and Audit of the 
Accounts of the Bank and Receiver General's Office for the 
period during which the defalcation in the Revenue of the 
Colony took place which I reported to Your Lordship in my 
DeRpatch of the 18th April last, I have now the honor to 
transmit to Your Lordship a Copy of }Ir. Bentinck's Reply. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) CnARLF.R HJ<;NRY SmrnRSE'l'. 

[Enclosure in the above.] 

AUDIT OFFIOE, !l May l82i,. 

Srn,-Tn answer to your letter of the 25th April on the 
subject of a defalcation in the revenue of R<ls. 36,277 2 2 in 
the year 1814, being the profit of the Bank for the preceding 
year, paid into the Treasury on l 7 Jan. 1814, I hav<' the honor 
to Rtate for the information of His Excellency the Governor, 
that in consequence of my ahRencc on leave from ,January 
1812 until ~fay 1814, (which includcH the time when the 
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ddalration oceurr('d) it will he perceived that I did not 
pernonally snprrintcnd the duties of the Audit Department at 
that particular period. 

During my ahsc•ncc 11ajor ;\,hmrne acted aH Auditor, and I 
conceived all the duties in that interval had been duly executed 
by that. gentleman, who had already filled the same Situation 
from the Capture of the Colony in January 1806 until my first 
arrival in December 1808. 

After minute Ncarch no Acconrit of the profits of the Bank 
for the year 181:J can he found in this OHicc·, whilst the Dupli­
cates of the AecounLs of the Hank for the pn·e<·ding and 
Huccccding ycarH arc all found compkfr. I am inelincd to 
think that no Huch aceount ever reached this OJiicc. 

Aud furi her upon rdc•rencc to the Colonial Secretary\; 
Office I lParn that tJ1<,rc cxiHts no record that the uHual autho­
rities were ever issued to the CaHhicr of the Bank to pay nor 
to the Receiver (kneral to receive, the particular Sum in 
q uer-;tion, not· is LhN<' any ~ntry of the Sum in the Book of 
General Receipts kept in that Office, though it is proved by 
the receipt of \\ hich the cnelosccl ir-; a Copy, that 11r. Crozier, 
the Cashier, actually paid tht> Sum of Rds. :::16,277 2 2 into the 
hands of the late Df'puty Receiver General .I!'. R. Bresler on 
the 17 ,January 1814, whose death precludes my obtaining 
further information in that qua1tcr. 

The accounts for 1811 were duly examined as brought into 
this Office, the detail of the first quarter was already inves­
tigated by ilajor ~1unroe, and the Books of the Receiver 
lkneral'r-; Office examined as u,;ual by him and 1£..)1. .Fiscal. 
At that time no General annual account was either formed in, 
nor sent to this Oflicc. 

I think it material to observe that the Trcaimry lnstructio1rn, 
dil'('ctingthc forming of comparative staLernentH of the Revenue, 
did not eomc to hand until July 18Hi, had it already been the 
practice to make such comparative i-;tatemcnts previously to 
tll<' defalcation, there is every rcai,;on to believe that so material 
a difference, occasioned thereby, would have been apparent. 

(Signed) 

XXL-

l have &c. 

WALTER llENTlNCK, Auditor General. 

2 D 
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[Copy.] 

£Ptter froni R. \V11,,wT lfo1t-roN, EsQRE., to \TH. ,foH'\' C'rnN \LL. 

DowNrNo STREJ•;T, '2ith .l1ay 1825. 

Nm, - 111 ammpr 1o your fpfter of the 20th instan1,, l am 
dirPcte<l by l•~arl Bathurst to inform you 1 hat his Lordship is 
not prcparC'd to dir<•d t hp immcdiaie n•mission of your 1-wnt <'llt'<', 
and that it is not in hi-., J><>W<'l' 1o giv<' you t.l1c full J>l'ctrniary 
C'Otnpcnsation which you rN1uest, for the losr-;e1:, which you 
alledge your;;clf to have sw,tain<·d. 

In communicating to you this information, I am din'<'l<'d 
to observe that Lord Bathurst has re<'eived no informa1ion 
whatcvc•r re1:,pecting your ('ase, whic·h would justify him in th<' 
slightest degree in rcverning th<' decision of judicial pro<'ecdings, 
of which he has no record in his possession, and of whic·h }w 

knowi-, nothing except from your own statement. \Vhcnev<•r 
Huch information shall be receivC'cl (for which his Lordship will 
immediately apply) it will then he in his power to give a decided 
answer to your application. I am &c. 

(8igucd) R W. liURTON. 

[Copy.J 

rJ ,\NSAtrn's Pr1rli1unr 11{!11•1; 1Jrbatr8. 

'27 .11 O!f I H:lJ. 

Opprp:-:sion at the Cape of ( lood llopv- l'Ptit ion of 
,John Carnall. 

.\lr. Hnmr· rose, io JH'l'S<·11t a p<'titiun frow a J><'l'l-ioll of Lf1p 
name of Carnall, c·omplaining of a Hl'l'ics of adH of oppn•ss10n 
to whieh he had l><'Pll subjedcd at the Cape of (food Hopi· 
When an Englishman Wl'n1, to any of our colonies, he imagined 
that he carried with him the rights of a British suhj(,c:t, hut, in 
this expectation he was sorry to say that he \HHlld, for tlw 
most pa1t, find himsplf Pntircly deceived. The will and 
pleasure of the gowrnors of colonies became the law of th<• 
land, and if any individual was unforLunate enough to incur 
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thr> displea1mre of a governor, he waR almoRt Rure to be made 
the victim of the most, arhitrary and tyrannical oppression. 
Of this truth, the circumRtancf'H dr>tailed in this petition, 
which were supported hy the affidavit of tht· petitioner, 
afforded a striking illw,trntion. Thc- oppression to which this 
petitioner had been subjeded, w.u, of Huch a nature as to call 
loudly upon tlll' legiHlaturc to institute an inquiry into the 
general HyHtcm of our colonial . governments, by which the 
liberty, the property, and even the lives, of his majesty's 
HubjectH were made dependant on the arbitrary will of the 
governorH. 1t was necessary to state to the Hotrne, that the 
petitioner firnt fwcame acquainted with a pcrHon of the name 
of Edwards, who practised as a notary at the Cape of Good 
Hope, in conse<iucnee of his having been summoned as a 
witnesH in a trial in which .Edwards wai,; eoncerned. On the 
17th of September, .Mr. .Edwards waH on his way from the Cape 
of Good Hope, in order to embark for Botany Bay, to which 
place he was Henteneed to be tram,ported for seven years, for 
having written a letter to lord CharleH Somen,et, in which he 
claimed rcdreHs for Home alleged gl'ievaneeH at the hand8 of 
that governor. He had in his posseHsion all the papcrc; con­
nected with thin transaction, and he Hhould be able, in a few 
dayH, to lay before the House a full statement of all the 
eircumstanccs under which thiH iniquitouH sentence waH in­
flicted. llr. .EdwardH, attended by the police offieer, stopped 
at the petitionN'H houHe, to take breakfa8t, and during the 
whole of this time the petitioner had no eommunieation 
whatever with .EdwardH, except in the prei;cnec of the officer . 
.\lr . .Edwards had occasion to retire after breakfast, and some 
time after, it waH ascertained that he had made his escape. 
The petitioner declared that he waH in no way accessory to 
thiH escape. At the time ~lr . .Edwards was about to embark, 
he was informed that lord CharleH Somen,et had, in, a letter 
to the governor of the eolony, instruete<l him to put him upon 
hard labour, and other degrading ofliecs, which hiH pride and 
feelings aH a gentleman, and a man of education, eould not 
bro,)k; and it was thiH cireumstance, he believed, which had 
induced him to attempt to make his escape. On the newH of 
1~dwards's escape, a party under the orders of his majesty':,; 
Fiscal, proceeded to the petitioner's house, and took him into 

2 ll 2 
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arrest. The petition<'!' sought in vain 1 o obtain a Right, of any 
legal inr-itrumcnt or warrant hy which lw was atTC'RtC'd; J11, waR 
dragged from his home, eonveyed to Cape Town, and confined 
in a cell 10 feet by 12, from the 17th of SeptPmber to the 24th 
of December. lfo would ask, what would lw thl' feeling.: of 
any honourable rnernlwr, who should thus he dragged from 
his home, and conducted to a cdl of tlw dimensions he had 
described, with no otlH·r bedding 1-han the mattress on which 
the dead werP strctch<'cl , and that ,;warming with vermin ? 
Yet, there waH no man, what(•V('l' might lw hi,; propNty, or 
station, who was not liable , under th<' 1n·c,.:ent sysfrm of onr 
colonial govt>rnmc'nls, to l>P opprcsse'd by 1 IH' arbitrary will of 
the governor. Tlw petitioner ,vas subject to titR, and waR 
afflicted with Ronw s<'verc purnxysm.: during 1-he firnt tPn clays 
of his confowment. Under such circumktancC'R, all assiRtance 
was refused to him, and he was not p<'rmitted to have· t,he 
Hlightest communication with his family . On the second day 
he was furnished with a JH-m, but for the first ten days no one 
was allowed to enter his cell, even for the purpose of shaving 
him. By the Dutch law it was not in the' power of the governor 
to keep any man m confinement for a longer }H'riod than eight 
days without bringing him 1.o trial. 'l'lu:-; law was utterly 
<lii;rcgarded in the case of thP pditimll'r. lfp hegge•d to call 
the attention of tlw llo11s<' to \\ hat followl'd. There was no 
principle in the Engli:-,h la,\ 1110n' dearly ('RLabliRlwd, than 
that an individual who had been tried on a eriminal C'harge 
an<l eonvicted, could not lw t1'i<-d again for the same offence. 
'l'hir-; principle had IH•cn set at defiance in ihP petitio1wr's C'aRe', 
for the r-;olc pmpose of aggravating the i-;cverity of his punish­
ment. He "as brought to trial before two Dutvh justiceH, 
and found guilty of having assisted the escape of Edwards. 
J3ut, upon what evident·e wai-; he found guilty ! 'l'h(' Houi;e 
would lw astonished to learn, that a man of high l'<'Hpcetability, 
poi;Hessing considerable· property in the colony , had been found 
guilty, on the testimony of his own slave girl, who had heen 
compelled to give evidence against her master, under a threat 
of i;evere Hogging, if she refused to comply. Such was the 
tyranny of lord Uharles Somerset, that if any man ventured 
to open hiH mouth to object to his conduct, he wai; liable to be 
deprived of his liberty and his property, and to be persecuted 
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even unto death. The petitioner was sentenced to a fine of 
fifty rix dollars, and one year's banishment from the colony. 
It might have been supposed, that this was sufficient to satisfy 
the rancour of his persecutors ; but his majesty's fiscal, not 
satisfied with this punishment, appealed to another jurisdiction, 
and again brought the pri8oner to trial. On this second trial 
he was sentenced to five year8 transportation to Botany Bay. 
Upon appealing afterwards against this additional punishment, 
the governor, in his clemency; commuted it to five years 
banishment from the colony. He was further compelled to 
deposit a sum of 2,000 ri.'-dollars, hy way of security for his 
compliance with the terms of his sc>ntcnce, and this money 
had been detained up to the rnonwnt of his crnharkation for 
this country. Even :rn pposiJJg th!' charge agai11Ht this pct itioner 
to have bc('ll true, the puni:-,hmc·nt was :-iuch as eould not, by 
the Dutch law, be lc•gally inflid<•(l. The p!'titioner (ic>darc>d, 
that the power of his maj<·sty's foieal wa ' of Huch terrific· 
magnitu<le, that any man who \\ as unfortunate <'no ugh to 
incur the displeasure of the govPrnor, was sure to lw tornwntcd 
by the forms of law, deprived of his property, and compt>lled 
to leave the colony. The petitimwr had returned pcnnyless 
to this country ; he had appliPd 1.o the government to obtQin 
copies of the proceedings against him, but all documents had 
been denird him. HP (Mr. H.) called upon the honourable 
Sccr<'tary opposite, to stat<> the grounds on which tlw colonial 
dcparinwnt had refused to furnish the petitionPr with the 
nu'ans of obtaining redress for the injuries of which lw com­
plai1wd. 'J'lwre cxi:-,ted at Lhe Cape a sort of socit>ty, under 
tlw administration of lord ('harles Homc·rsC't, wholly inconsistent 
with all good governnwnt. lie <lid not blame tha:t noblt> 
person so much as tlw government at, home, for allowing him 
to n'nHtin there; and the House• of Commons would he much 
to blame if they tolerated his continuance after this stafrmcnt. 
Ile was ready to prove thmw facts before a committee; and 
lord Bathurst, abo, had mtl<'h to answer for, if, as he believed, 
all tlwse acts were known at the Colonial l)ppartment. The 
casp of the petitimwr was wc·ll wodhy of inquiry. He was 
Pntitll'd to the ampkst P<'<·uniary eomppn:-;ation for the lo:;s he 
had sm1taincd ; l"<'}>arntion for all tlw otlwr ,~ r·oncrs and 
d<'gtadation hl' had <'JH!me<l it \Hrnld be impossible to make 
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him. He had simply confined himRelf to thiR particular case ; 
but, if an inquiry were inRtituted, the House would learn the 
grosR oppressions which that colony had Ruffered, was suffering, 
and Reemed doomed to suffer, under lord Charles , 'omerset':; 
administration. 

:\fr. Wilmot Horton Raid, it was not his intention to enter 
into the merits of thC' particular complaint which had just 
been Htated by the honourahle member ; but the honourable 
member had inculpated tll<' colonial department, and to that 
part of the caRe he begged to address himself. The honourahlC' 
member complained that the petitioner had been subjected to 
certain puniRhment, having been convicted in a court of jtrntirc 
for having contributed to effoct the escape of a prison('r undPr 
sentence of transportat10n. This was the complaint. Now, 
he would ask, was this th<> act of the governor ? By no 
means. The petitioner was regularly convicted in a court of 
jusLice, and sentenced to tranRportation ; and how the governor 
must necessarily be mixed up in the case, he was quite at a loss 
to conceive. The petitionPr had applied to the Polonia) 
department for redress ; but, he would ask the Hou:;e whether 
it was the duty of those at the head of that branch of tlw 
government, to take the singl<' testimony of p<'rsons likP the 
petitioner, and upon his evidence alonp to ordpr tlw rc•misHion 
of the scnteiwe ? I£ such a course wcrP to hP pursu('(], it 
would be quite i mpossihle that thP govNnm('nt o{ any colony 
could be carriPd on. All that they could 01· ought, to do was, 
to invpstigafr into any allPgat ion of practic•al injustic(•, and 
afford redrcs,;; and, upon this part of the subjcc1 hP prayed 
th<' attention of tlw Hous<'. Th<>y all k1ww vPry W<'ll the 
<'Xknt to which accusations against t lw gov('l'lmH•nt, at thP 
Uap<· had been promulgatPd. If tlw honourabh• m<•mbN 
suppm;ed that the colonial <fopart rn<•11t. W('l'P ignorant of those 
charges, he was much misiakPn ; for sine<' tlw 1st ,January, 
l 824, thPn• appcarPd in on<• ll('Wspap<'r, no less than twenty­
four· ineulpatory articles, and sut'Ply this was waming enough. 
But, what wer<' the facts of t,lw ease ? ln tlw y(•ai· J 82:l, 
commissioners were sent out to 11H· Cap<· of ( lornl H OJ:><:. Did 
the honourable nwmber propos(' to C'ast any aspen;ion:-, on 
their character, or for one moment doubt tlwir integl'ity / 
Did he say tlwy were• impro1wr pPnions to J,p intrmiiPd \\ith 
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such a charge ? If they should prove to be so, which he could 
not believe, then was the government greatly deceived. They 
had received certain instructions upon which they were to act, 
and they were to report the result of their inquiries to the 
government ; but if, in the pursuit of those inquiries, any 
accidental delay had taken place, in consequence of sickness, 
or death, or in any other manner, the government was not to 
be blamed. They were sent to the Cape for the purpose of 
introducing a change in the Dutch la,v, with a view to assimilate 
it, to the law of England. And, could such an important 
change as this))(> cffectPd in a moment ? He brgged to remind 
the House, that they had to investigate the nature of the 
Dutch law and its adminii;tration, and to report to the executive 
government, the necessary information, with a view to remedy 
the abuses. At the very moment when this act was alleged 
to have been committed, there were commissioners actually in 
the colony investigating the law in question. He was very 
far from deprecating inquiry. On the contrary, as soon aie 
the report of the commissioners should be received, he would 
lay it on the table. The House would be :mrprised at the 
mode in which these applications were' made ; and, indeed, 
the honourable member for Aberdeen was in some degree 
responsible; but it was impos:-;ible to credit the number:-; of 
insulting applicationH madp to the colonial office. All he 
aBkecl the House was, to suspend their judgment until the 
report was received. The report, in one case, had been already 
rceeivecl- he nwant in that of Eel wards; and if any gentleman 
wishPd to move for itH production, he was ready to lay it on 
tl1<· table. In the particular case beforr the House he begged 
to :-;tak all liP knew of it. The petitioner first laid his case 
and diary before lord Bathurst, and he himself (.Mr. W. Horton) 
told him, if he had a, Hpccifie complaint to make, to draw it 
up. The petitioner then wrote a lette1· to lord .Bathun;t, in 
which 11<' complained, that "tlw injustice lw had suffered had 
no parallel, and that nothing Hhot't of a remission of the 
Henknc<' and a full pecuniary comp<'nsation would satisfy him." 
'l'o this application an answer waH given him, '' The lord 
Batln1r:-;L had received no information rc>specting the judicial 
1n·oc·rl'ding but from hiH cmn :-;takment ." Tlw eommbsioners 
would include' 1 hiH <·aHP in t lw general n·port of thP aclminis-
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tration of justice ; and of course, if a defect were found in the 
syi;tem, it would be remedied. 

Sir ~ll. W. Ridley said, he had received information respecting 
one of the commissioncrn, who had been in i;uch a state of 
health as entirely to unfit his mind for pursuing the inquiry. 
If the whole country were sc·archcd for a man of the utmo:st 
assiduity, ability, and integrity, he did not know of one more> 
qualified than 1'-fr. Commissioner Bigge . 

.\Ir. Hurne said, that the government at home should insist, 
that whenever a complaint of this nature was made, in which 
the rights of a BritiHh subject had been violated, the• governor 
should be> bound to Hcnd home all the documents connected 
with the HUbjc•ct. If that rult• wen• cnforcPd, th<'y would 
l1Par of fcw<'r complaints. 

Ordered to lie on thP table. 

[Copy.] 

LPttPr from ,TorrN 0REGORY, ESQRE., to L\ND SURVEYOR 

TULLER~, .. 

CAPE TowN, 27th May 182/i. 

Rrn,-T have this day reccivc>d ancl laid IJpfor<' HiH Majcsty'H 
CommisHionPrH of Iuq niry your ]ptt <'I' of t hp 24th J nHt. stating 
your inability in conH<'<Jlll'llC<• of ill11Pss fo rPpair fo C'ap<• Town 
in pnnmance of their s11111mons. 

1'ht> CommiHHio11c•rs havp din•c·t1 cl m<• f.o lmw no time in 
rPpPating to yon that. tlH-' ineonsi:•H<'ney of onp part, of your 
first Evidc>nc•p with that ,~hic-!1 you last tranHmittPd, as well 
UH the cliscrC'pancy hdw<•<·n your own Pvicfrn<•e and that, of 
othPr PerHons who \H'I'<· at ('larrnilliam at llw time thP sur·v<-y 
of \Jr. Parkpr's Land took plac·c•, iH so gn·at, I hat it bPco111Ps 
abHolut<>ly H<'C'<'HH:try that t IH•y Hhould <•. arnill(• you in pert-1011 

with t}w l<•aHt, JHlHHib]p dPlay, as thP Hc•port-s t h<'y ha VP 1>1·1•11 
callPd upon to makP to HiH ..\1ajPsty'.-; Um,< rn11w11t in l~ngland 
ar·<· dPlayc•d i,;oldy in <·011sc•qu<•11C·<' of f h1· i11corH'l11HiV<' nat urP 
of your evidc>ncc'. 

Undc•r tlw~w circumi;tancc·s I am clin•c·tcd by Uw ('ommis­
sioners to dc•Hirc• that if you should U<' n•ally miable to rl'pair 
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to Cape Town immediately, you will transmit to me by return 
of Post or by any other earlier opportunity, a certificate from 
the Surgeon of your District declaring your inability to leaYe 
Worcester. T have &c. 

(Signed) JOHN GREGORY. 

[Copy.] 

Average Value of the Caw R1·x Dollar, as ascertained by the 
Exchange of Comrnissariat Bills on England, in each year, 
from 1808 to 1825. 

s. d. 
1806 4 

9 j r 1807 3 l/. d. 

180 3 3 ~ Average Exchange in 5 years,} 3 6 
1809 :1 4 from 1800 to 1810 inclusive 
1810 3 2¼ 

1811 2 

9~] 1812 2 Si Average Exchange in G years, ~ 
1813 2 0! from 1811 to 1815 inelusive 

2 6 

1814 2 3! 
1815 2 3 

1816 2 

~¼] 
l 817 1 A vrrag<' Exchange in 5 years,} 
1818 1 9 1 10 

1819 l l0j 
from 18lu to 1820 inclusive 

1820 l 9 

1821 I 

8 j 1822 l rp 

I 82:! 1 
~) AYt'rag<' Exchange in G years,} 1 6¼ 

1824- I 
r:: fl'olll 1821 to 1825 inclmrive 
~> ~ 

*1825 1 (i 

• The nvnag<' E ·"11ungcs for tho ymrs lHOG uncl 1807 luw<' hcen assumed, 
then' hl"ing nu 1•omu1isSL\1iat rel'onl from whi,·h the al'tnal raks could Le 
tl!lt'erlairwd; and the rntc of J,. !iii. for till' year 18.!.i has alsu Leen assumed. 

Jun. CREUORY, Sec. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from LORD CHARLE' , O'.\IERSET lo E.\.RL BATHURST. 

C.\PF. OF Goon HoPr, 28 .lfay 1 25 . 
.\Iy Lonn,-Scvcral Settlers in t,he Albany Di trict having 

made' application to me to support their prayC'r to Your 
Lordship for the grant of an annual Stipend for the \Vcsleyan 
.\Iinister that may be appointed to the Chapel e.·tablished in 
Albany, I have the honor to transmit herewitl1 a Copy of the 
.\Iemorial pr<'S<'ntcd to m<' with that view, for your Lordship's 
consideration. I havc> &c. 

CrrARLEs l I ~;NRY S<nrnRSET. 

[Copy.] 

Jfemorial of W PslPyan8 in Albany. 

'T'o His Excellency the Oovcrnor the General Conunandn in 
Chipf Lord Charles H. Sonwrsc>t, Cape 'T'own. 

:\Iv Lonn,-May it plea:-;c• your Excc•lle1wy, \Ve the under­
sigm•d being a consid<'rahl<> port ion of th<> H<•ttler:-; Inhabitants 
of th<• .N"ort h East part of tlw provi1wc of Albany, very st•riously 
i lllJ)l'C'Hscd with t hc> i rnportanc•p of thP Su bjC'C't oft his :\Temorial, 
rnak<' frp(• to say, that for a long iinw we• W<'I'<' unprovided 
with any place' of public· \Vorship, unt ii thC' protestants of the• 
l{Pvd. .\Jr. We•,-;)py's c·onnp('f ion, providc·d 1'11 it>fly by 8u h­
sr·ri pt ion a most c·onv<•niPnt ChapPI in thP hPst ~itnation for 
t hP fH'e•se•nt population of 1 hC'sc JHll'h, fit t<•cl wi1 h J><•w:,;, H<'ab 
&c·., and the•y }1avp also suppliPd this ('hap<·l \\i1h l'<•sp<•dahlP 
Pn•achPrH, hut i hp great <'all for pr·e•aC'hing t hc> Oo:,ppf amongst 
th<• HPatlH•n nation:,; in tl1is Country so greatly JH'(•sspd upon 
thPm, that it is found V<'ry lahoriouH and diflicult at all ti11ws 
to supply th is ('haJH'I \\ it h l'(•gular ( 'lp1•gy111<'1J, a11cl be•ing anxious 
1o havP a r•pgulm· Ministry <•stab)i:;fipcJ amongst thP .\lultitudcH 
d<•Hirou:,; of e•njoying it:; l>Pn(•fits, \\'P Your I ◄:x<·PllPne·y':; Jlcmo­
rialis1s f>pg that you will havp thP good1w1;s to mw your desPr• 
VP<lly J)OWPrful int(•J'pst ,, it 11 t hP most HonorablP tlw Ht>t·retary 
of 81 a1 t• ! ◄:ad Bath 111· ·t, 1 o JJ1'ocu1·e t lH• gran1 of au aHnwtl 
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Salary for the Support of a Wesleyan :Minister for this Chapel, 
in which the Liturgy of the Church of England is regularly 
used, upon the plan already happily introduced in the appoint­
ment of a :Minister of the same denomination to the Salem 
party. Your Excellency's Memorialists are encouraged in the 
presentation of this petition knowing that upon its being 
acceded to a }Iinister would be immediately obtained. And 

we have the honor to be Your Excellency's Humble Servants. 

(Rigned) 
}In.Es BowKER RonT. WoonnAGOT 

T. }IrTFORD BowKJm THos. BERRINGTON 

W. }foNKHOUSE BOWKER R. W. DUNN 

}hLES BRABTN BOWKER R. STOCK 

T. HOLDEN BOWKER 

c. T. 'rHoRNHTLr. 

W. Ou,FrLr.AN 

T. TnoRNHTLL 

C. }fA('KAY 

,TosErn W\LKlm 

P. s. LUCAS 

RICHD. ATTWJiJLL 

JOHN }foODY 

\V:\1, B.1<:ALR 

CHAS. ADA:\Hl 

TITOS. NISBET 

J. GRAN1' 

R1cnn. 'I'AlNTON 

Ii'. BLACKREART> 

w,1. Ro1mR'l'S 

H1rnRY Krnu 
Prrn,TP Krno 
\VJLLfA.\f l{H'IIARDS 

P. P!NNO('K 

[{. \VIC'KS 

,I ()JIN l'i\llTII 

.r OIIN BL \h 1rno1rn 

,J. HH'll,\.J{l)8UN 

lbcm>. NrnPSON 

HENR, W\HN1.m 

TITOS. ,T ENKINS 

W. H. Wn,LTA.\T"l 

w. HANCOUK 

W. R. PHILPOT 

.J A1IES WEEK8 

CHARLE8 DEANl~ 

,JOHN SANDER8 

WrLLIA.\f CooK 
,JOHN HEARTR:\TAN 

.J OIIN .T.nrnR 
RICHARD RALPH8 

JOHN B-c-CKLY 

,JoITN IV \TTS 

GEOR<rn FLOORS 

CnmSTOPllER WEDDERBURN 

GEORGI•: \VrrnDTmBVRN 

JA,rns NgwvEN 

RH'Jl]). WALKER 

,TA:-.rns \Vnrn: 
.r onN S1'YLE 

,J. ,J. L \ Pl'.\N 

'1'110;\L\S \VILJ.IA.\TS 

,JOHN ST.\Nl•'ORD 

U. EY.\.NS 

'f'IIOS. ,J.\R:\lAN 

w. FORWARD 
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JA'\IES D. EVA 

J. EC"CLES 

W)I. DINTON 

J. BEARD)IORE 

,J ERE)HAH LONO 

,JAMES LONG 

GEORGE CLAYTON 

JOSEPH MELDENHALL 

PHILIP HOBBS 

JAs. HAYWARD 

T. WARREN 

J. WARREN 

J. USHER 

J. USHER 

BENJA:\ITN 'l'ROLLIP 

SAMUEL JAMES 

WILLIAM 'l'ROLLIP 

• JOSEPH TROLLJP 

JOHN TROLLTP 

S. TROLLIP 

JACOB TROLLIP 

Tuos. HARTLEY Junr. 

PETER V ALLJ<:NTINE 

U. BJLGON 

HENRY .Frnr.u 

C. BARON 

w. PIKE 

BENJA'\IIN KF:E1'0N 

'1'. 'l'ORI{ 

EDWARD 'l'l.\18 

C. MESSER 

S. BROW· 

RICHARD HULLY 

ELISHA PAIN 

,JOUN STAPLES 

,JoHN HOULT 

MARK ELLIOT 

,J. WAKLJN 

FRANCIS ALLISON 

T. PIKE 

G. HODGKINSON 

JOSEPH WRIGHT 

\VILL:\1. WRIGHT 

(h:WR<m MAGGLESTON 

l-h; RY 8IIRPHERD 

,JoTIN l\foRRIS 

JonN BRADFIELD Sr. 

JOJIN BRADFIELD Jr . 

J OSRPII BRADFIELD 

ED:\10ND BRADFIELD 

J. H. HEA'l'II 

DAVID CA WOOD 

s. CAWOOD 

w. CAWOOl> 

J. CAWOOD 

JOHN CAWOOD 

CHARLRH Hl;Y~lAN 

( le01ua; \\'A1'so 
<l~JoH.oi,; U \Trmous_1~ 

w. B '\l{('L,\ y 

[Original.] 

L/'lt('r /mm Lonn CTJARUJS 801\11mswr to EARL BA'l'IIUIUl'r. 

UAJ>1,; 01,' Uoou 1Jop1,;, '28th JIIay 1825. 

Mv L01w, Upon tlw rc<·('ipL of Your Lunlt-ihip\; Despatch 
of the 15th June lasL, I lost no time iu making enquiry relative 
to the value of the Dutch 8hip .1111.sterdam alluded to iu the 
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correspondence thNcin enclosed, but I regret, t.hat the result, 
of my endeavour:-; to procure the information re<]uired ha:-; 
been unsucccs:-;ful. Having reforred the matter t.o the Judge 
of the Vice Admiralty Court, I rccei ved a letter, of which the 
enclosed is a copy, from which it appearH that the Record,; of 
his Depa1i ment ,;how no light on t.hiR point, l>Ut as I am 
informed that Mr. William Proctor Smith, who held the office 
of Naval CommiRsioner here at the ce,;sion of the Cape of Good 
Hope in tho y<mr 180:3, and who now resides at Plymouth or 
Devonport, will be able LO Htatc what Ships were transferred 
to the Dutch by Sir ltoger CurtiR, the Vice Admiral on this 
Station al the tim<·, and will probably have it in his power Lo 
afford some infonnaLion relative to the Sale of the Dutch Ship 
Amsterdam, L trust that the Information Your Lordship 
requires may be obtained from that gentleman. l have &c. 

(Signed) 

[Original.] 

Letter from MR. HENRY ELLIS to R. WIL:\IOT HoR·roN, EsQRE. 
TLNRRIIH,;; \Y l•;LLS, Jlay 28th 1825. 

DEAR IlORTON,-The following is the subi,tance of my 
knowledge respecting l\lr. Francis. 

Mr .. Francis belonged to one of the parties located at Clan­
williarn ; he is fully horne out in his statement that the lands 
were found inadequate to maintain the parties there located, 
and that an offer was made to them by the UoYcrnor to be 
conveyed Lo Alhany, to be there locaLcd, and to receive rations 
gratis for a certain period. The bona fide intention of the 
Governor was to take every means, hy favored selection of 
land,; and by :-;upply of rations, Lo remedy the error that had 
been comnutLed in placing those parties at Clanwilliam. If 
the future proceedings were not in conformity with this inten­
tion,! must in fairness saythat there is Just ground of complaint. 

The memorandum of the particular grant alluded to by ::\-Ir . 
.b'rancis was made on Sir Rufane Donkin's second visit to the 
interior, and therefore subsequent to my departure from the 
Colony. 
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There can be no question that great mconvemence and loss 
was sustained by the partieR unfortunately placed at Clan 
william, but it was considered that, a change of location and 
the gratuitow, supply of rations would have !wen a com 
pensation. 1£ this compensation has been withheld t lw loss 
and inconvenience remain unmitigated. J perhaps ought to 
add that L indi viclually was no party to the Heh•ction of Clan 
william, l>UL that the mode of compenHation waH my HuggeHtion , 
and its adoption at the time prevented consequences that 
might have endangered the peace of the district. 

The selection at Clanwilliam originated in the lwst intentions , 
and the unfitness of the lands would I alwayH eonsiderrcl havP 
been brought in sufficient time under the notice of Uovernmenl 
had the inspecting officer faithfully performed his duty. 

lam &c. 

(8igned) H. ELLlS. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from EARL BATHURST lo Lo1t1J CnAHLBS 8011ERSET. 

DoWNlNU th'RI,li'l', LONDON, :l!J Moy 18:l,j, 

i\ly Lo1w, - 1 have the honor to act1tmint your Excl'lkncy 
that for some time past L have not received th(' uHual monthly 
ReLurns of the /Staff Oflic:crH, and other OflieerH and Rank and 
File of the Hcveral Coqm serving on the /Station under your 
Command. 

l have, therdorc, to deHire that your Kxl'elleney "ill take 
measures for ensuring the regular transmission of those ReturnH 
in future. 

l avail myself of thii:; opportunity alHO , to ac:l1uainL your 
Execllency that l have noL received the Ueneral Returns of the 
Civil Ei:;tabli1:,luncnti:; &e. of the Cape of Uood Hope for the 
preceding year. l have &c. 

(::,igned) B -\'I'll UR8T. 
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l Offic:C' Copy. J 

Lrtirr /m111 ~.\RI, 8\TlfllR "r to LORI> CHAHLl':S :-;o,1ERSET. 

J>0\\'"11 (l HT1t1;1,T, Lu:-;no:s, :lOl/i ,\Jo/{ 18:?;,. 

,\1 'i L<>Rll, -1 t rani-;rnit 1o your 11:xeelleney herewith enclosl'cl 
a eommunieation ,\ hich has been rceeivC'd from the Board of 
Treasury upon the ,;u bjcet of the dC'lwntures" hieh the Rccei vcr 
(:eneral of your <lov(•rnmt•nt was authorized to is:me under the 
authority of your l~xcelleney'K ProC'lamatiou of the 21st of 
,June 18~~: and I have io instruct you to take rneasureK 
without dPlay for revoking that Proclamation and for trans­
mitting to me an aeeount of all delwntures now oubtanding. 
Your ExcC'llcncy will likewi:·w c·omply with the ,;nggestion of 
the Lords CommissionC'rS of His .Majesty'i-; Treasury not to 
issue any further amount of ,;uch Debenture,; ; and l have 
also to dm;irc that you will transmit to me for their Lonlships' 
information the statement,; and aeeow1ts whieh arc re<1uircd 
relative to the Lomhard Banlc I have &c. 

(Signed) liA'l'llURS'l'. 

[Otliee Copy.J 

Letter /rain KrnL BATHTRST to ~lit. CHARLJ<;S D'Esuun,~. 

DowNI ·o H-rnEET, LONDON, :30th May U-U,i. 

Srn,-On ree<'n:111g your leLkr, in whieh you appear to 
makP a charge again:-;t Lord 'harlci-; Somen,ct, of corrupt 
practises in the :,;ale of a horse, l direct.Pd the Conuni:-;:-;ioncrs 
to lose no time in aKeC'l'Laining lhc truth 0£ the allegation. 

On being called upon to make good the eharge, you denied 
having had an inkniion of making any. But with this denial 
the Commissioner:-; were, very propt'l'ly, not satisfied. They 
proceeded in their enquiry : and having taken their report 
i11to consideration, l have not found any evidence to prove the 
truth of your allegation, although there were, undoubtedly, 
circumstances in the transaction, which taken separately, and 
left unexplained, might have created suspicion. In your 
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oflicial situation, you could (in scvl'ral int-itanceH) have ohtaincd 
these explanations before you brought forward thc charge·, 
and there Were many n•asonH which should have induecd you 
to use more than eommon caution in bringing a charge against 
Lord Charles Somerset. 

You had recently applied for an official favour, and llis 
Excelkncy had (propel'ly in my opinion) ref used it,. ln thiH 
situation it ill became you to be <'agPr to become> hiH accuser. 
Had you been able io :-.ubstantiatc- your chargr, the personal 
provocation under which you made it,, would. have deprivrd you 
of the merit of having discharg<•d a public duty; having failed 
in your proof, you cannot e,icap<' c(•nsun·, but as you may have 
been misled by othcn;, who being aware of tlw keen senHe of 
your disappointment, made you the instrument of their ill-will; 
and as your official conduct and gc1wral c!Pportment is r<'pre­
Hentcd by the CommisHioncrH to be meriioriou:-;, I Hhall not ho 
disposed to take any further notice· of the part which you have 
taken in this transaction. l am &e. 

(~ignl'd) BATHURST. 

[Copy.j 

Lella /rum ct 11111nbr.r u/ B, 1li8h Seltlus to 
MR. \V lLLl,\:\l tiH.IH'HERD. 

Un,\.HA,1' s TowN, May 30th 1825. 

tim, Understandmg that you have lil'cll the mcdrnm of 
Communication with His Bxcelleney the Uovcrnor on the part 
of several of tho t,ettlcn; who from different causes left their 
Wives, Children or H.olatives in Britam, antl who arc now 
desirous (by being placed in a Hituatwn to :-;upport them) of 
having them sent out to this Colony through tho assistance of 
the .Britu;h Uovernment, 

\Ve the Undersigned feel no hmntatiou in stating that wo 
highly approve of tho a1lplicat10n, and smcercly hope that it 
will he acceded to, as independent of tho good fcelmg of 
reuniting tho:-;e who have been so long separated, it \i ill be one 
means of encreasing the Working Class of the population, 
(a measure so extremely dm;irable) and by persons of the best 
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description, as they will have an immediate home to receive 
them, and be quickly taught the habib, of the Country. 

As it is your intention to proceed to England for the purpose 
of making arrangements with Government, we wish you 
success, and at the same time beg to state, that, as your 
Character and Conduct during the .Five years you have lived 
in this Colony have been so exemplary, we are confident you 
are eminently qualified to be entrusted with the arrangement 
of such an important measure. 

(Signed) THo,us PHILIPPS 
J A:\1ES COLLIS 
w. CURRIE 
ALEX. BrssE'I' 
C. JlACKAY 
C. T. THORNHILL 
GEORGE BARKER, Jiissionary 
H. SEPHTON 
J OIIN CENTLIYRES CHASE 
A. KIDWELL 
C. STONE 
DUN. C.UlPBELL 
GEO. PrnoT 
A. A. O'REILLY, B. }1ajor 
w. A. CRAUSE 
.F'. HOPE 
RICHD. DANIELL 
THOS. PULLEN 
J. C. WHITEFORD 
.F. EVATT, Comdt. and Resident 

Port Elizabeth. 

LCopy.J 

Lttler from :\ht. ,J. A. 'l'ULLEKEN lo JOHN GREGORY, EsQRE. 
\VoRCESTER, 31Bt .i[ay 1825. 

Sm, l have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 27th lrn;t. requm,ting me, that if I should be really 
unable to repair to Cape Town immediately, to transmit to 

XXL 2 E 
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you a Certificate from the Surgeon ; in compliance with the 
same I beg leave to encloRc herewith a certificate by which it 
will appear that I am still unable to perform a journey to 
Cape Town at this moment. I have &c. 

(Signed) J. A. TULLEKEN. 

[Original.] 

Letter from LORD CHARLES SmIERSET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE m' Goon HOPE, 1 June 1825. 

MY LORD,-In consequence of a representation from the 
Reverend Thomas Ireland, Government Chaplain of Graham';; 
Town, of the interference of the Wesleyan Missionaries in his 
Duties, by baptizing the Children of British Settlers in that 
Town, I felt anxious with a view to give every facility to the 
Wesleyan Ministers who have always conducted themselveH 
with the greatest propriety in thi,; Colony, to issue some 
Regulations which would allow of their performing the Rites 
of Baptism on the Children of all ,;uch Parent,; who might 
require it without interfering with the RightR and Privilege:,; 
of the Minister of the E,;tabli,;hed Church ,~ithin that District. 

I therefore issued the Regulation of which I annex a Copy, 
in the hope that it would be satisfactory to all Parties, but 
your Lordship will perceive by the cnclo;;ed Copy of a Memorial 
which I have thi,; day received from the \Ve1oleyan 11issionari<>s 
in Albany that they arc of opinion the Restrictions I have 
imposed are incompatible with the established Customs and 
with the principles of the toleration Act. 

Upon this subject I have only to say that J have enckavourcd 
to reconcile the Interests of both Parties, and I shall be most 
anxious to hear from Your Lordship whethl'I' l have inierfen•d 
with the Right:,; of the Wesleyan Missionaries on this occasion, 
and should that be the case l shall be perfectly well disposed 
to give them redress. 

Your Lordship however will underntand that the Restrictions 
imposed upon their performance of the Rites of Baptism on the 
Children of British Subjects of the Church of Enghnd, do not 
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apply to those 11issionaries in the Interior, but merely within 
the limits of such Places where a Clergyman of the Established 
Church has been appointed, and which may be considered as 
his Diocese. 

lt was my intention to have made these Regulations general 
for all the Missionary Societim, in this Colony, but I shall now 
await Your Lordship's commands on the subject. 

.:\fy Lo1w, 
my bringing 
notice. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY so~rnRSET. 

[Enclosure 1 in the above.] 

GRAJIA~r's TowN, February 7, 1825. 

[ beg your Excellency will excuse the liberty of 
the contents of thi8 letter to Your Lordship's 

Actuated as I tru8t I am by no improper feelings towards 
the person of whom I shall speak, and feeling as I do a great 
interest in everything that concerns the rights of our church, 
I am forced to complain of an intrusion upon its discipline, 
and to ask your Excellency's support, to guard and protect 
its cause. Your Lordship will perceive I allude to the baptism 
of some children of persons in this District by S. Kay inserted 
in the Gazette of the 29th ulto. among the baptisms by the 
Clergy of the Established Churches. And Your Lordship will 
I hope, pardon me if I express my belief that he has taken 
upon himself the execution of a power to which he is not 
entitled, and for which he has no authority. If this person 
wi8hes the community to understand that he is of the Church 
of England, for he has said, That the children were baptized 
according to the rites of the Church of England, the decree 
of our church in the Convocation of 1575, and th!:) rubric 
of the baptismal service, must convince him that it does not 
admit of lay baptism, and I suppose he has not received 
Episcopal Ordination. 1£ on the other hand he is not of 
our church then how can he justify himself in the use of a 
service for those only who are made, ordained, and consecrated, 
according to the order of the Church of England and Ireland. 
In either way the proceedings of S. Kay cannot be approved. 

2 E 2 
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But if he *IY Lord make use of our service then that service 
must have his approval, and he cannot deny the validity of 
our bapfom1s ; a disapproval of our Hervicc should be the plea 
for interference, for l am sure if the inquiry be made, Your 
Lordship will not find the Chaplain has refused to perform the 
dutie,; of his Office, to any who have applied to him, it will 
follow in my opinion, that he has done that to which he had 
no right. 

Your Lordship will, I hope, permit me to add further, that 
he ought not to interfere with th<> professional dutieH of any 
established Church, when thPre is so large a field for him as a 
Missionary, a Field which will afford sufficient employment 
for all his labours. Is it, that there is something mon• satis­
factory in making divisions among Christians, than in making 
converts among the heathen, that is the caw,c of such inter­
ference. I hope not, nor can I believe that the ~fo,sionaries 
are sent out from England for this avowed purpose, or that in 
the code of their instructions they arc e.·pected to break in 
upon the unity of the church. They are if I am rightly 
informed )1issionaries to the heathen nations. Yet if they will 
instead of fixing themselves among the Heathen, open Meeting 
Houses among Christians, if they think their object is be,;t 
promoted by a rc,;idcncc chiefly in large towns, let them not 
try to rob the clergy of everything which an established Church 
has had guaranteed to her. Your Lordship will not now be 
surprised to hear that only a few day,; ago I was applied to by 
a person in the Town to know if I would allow Mr. Kay to 
read the bmial Service over the remains of his child ; rather 
indeed. if there be any surprise it will be that I wa,; asked at 
all. Nay more, only on .Britlay last a person about to be 
married matlc application for ~1r. Kay to perform the service, 
here then your Lordship will perceive that in a little time, 
having mad.e a beginning, the rites and Ceremonies of the 
established. Church in regard to baptisms, marriages, and 
burials will be administered by stranger,;. 

1 have, my Lord., in thi,; letter endeavoured to bring to 
your Excellency's notice a ,;ubjcct that has given me much 
pain. lam firmly and truly attached. to our excellent Apostolic 
Church. 

l am ready, as far as my feeble abilities will allow, to give 
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its whole establishment every support l can, I therefore feel 
grieved, when I sPe the hedges broken clown, that every one 
may enter in and root up her legitimate produce. 

You will, my Lord, I trust, pardon me if I have said anything 
not meeting Your Lordship's approbation, and will permit me 
to ask your Excellency's direction and instruction for my 
future guidance, whibt L have the honor of holding the ap­
pointment Your Lordship has placed me in, and am under 
Your Lordship's Command. I have &c. 

(Signed) • TuO:\IAS IRELAND. 

[Enclosure 2 in the above.] 

CoLo.·rAL OFFICE, 18 April 1825. 

Srn,-His Excellency the Governor having taken into con­
Hideration the subject of the conservations r had the honor of 
holding with you in Graham's Town, relative to the impropriety 
of the members of the Wesleyan Mission interfering with the 
duties of the established Clergyman at that Station : and His 
Excellency being anxious to facilitate the ,vishe:-, of the In­
habitants, as far as may be corn:istent with what is due to the 
rights and }Jl'ivilegcs of the 11jstablishccl Church of England 
and of the Chaplain appointed by Government to perform the 
duties thereof in the District of Albany, I am directed to 
acquaint you that he has been pleased to authorize you and 
the other 1lemhers of the WeslPyan }lissionary Society in 
Albany to baptize the children of such British parents followers 
of your Society, who may express their 1\ish to have such rite 
performed by you, under the following regulation'- and 
restrictions : 

1st. That, the parties apply in the fin;t instance to the 
Resident Government Chaplain, for his permi:ssion which he 
will be authorised to grant at thcsir request. 

2ndly. That the original Certificates of all imch baptisms be 
forwarded to the Government Chaplain with the view to their 
being registered in the Colonial registry kept by him. 

3rtlly. That no copy of such certiJicate of Baptism shall be 
granted to the parties, by the Wesleyan .\lissionaries, but that 
they must apply to Government':-; Chaplain, who is alone 
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authorised to give an authentic Copy thereof, and to receive 
the usual fees on the occasion. 

Copy of these instructions will h<· forwarded to the Landdrost 
and Government's Chaplain in Albany. r have &c. 

'rhe Revd. Mr. Kay, 
(8igned) Rrc1m. PL.\SKwr. 

Head of the ·wcsleyan 1Iissionary 8ocicty, 
Graham',; Town. 

LEnclosurc :l in the above.] 

'I'o His Excellency the Right Honourable Lord Chas. H. 
Somer,;et, Governor and Commanckr in Chief of His 
Majesty's Forces at tlw Cape of Good Hope, &c., &c., &c. 

May it please your Rxcellency. 
The unden,ign0d ·wesleyan }li:-;sionaries, in Albany and 

Cafferland, are extremely desirow; of communicating to Your 
Lordship our very strong and grateful S<'nse of Your l~xC'ellcney\.; 
kind patronage of us, manifested by affording us, at variou-: 
times, many facilities for prosecuting the work of our miH,;ions; 
but particularly in Your Lordship's recent favourable reply to 
the Memorial of the Revd. \V. Shaw, for pcrmisHion to cncrcasc 
the number of our Stations in Cafferland. 

\Ve assure Your Lordship that these indulgcnc<·s are not 
received without a proper fcpling, and we hope hy an exC'lusive 
and a diligent attendanf'c to our pastoral duties, ovN our 
congregations in Albany, and a prnper regard to the great 
work ?.ssigned us, of promoting tlw civilization and conversion 
of the Heathen to cnsurp a coniinuancp of Your Lorrlship's 
patronage. 

\Ve are ho,vever clcsirnus of rev<•rting to a cirC'umstancl' 
which has given us som<• unpasincss and involv(•cl us in per­
plexity, viz. Your gxcPllenc:y':-, late decision on tlw , ubjPct of 
llaptism-i solemnized by us in the District of Albany : we 
have the strongest proofs that Your l~xcc·llc>ney rN:ognized tlw 
great principle of Tolc·ration, in allowing every man to worship 
God and exercise the rites of rpligion, according to ihp Dictates 
of his own conscience : and \\ c arc sorry that it has not been 
represented to Your Lordship that the invariable Cu::;tom of 
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the \VeRleyan :\Iinisten;, recognized by the late Toler'ltion Act, 
has spttJed the rite of Baptism and othpr religious ceremonies 
llC'yond the poi,;sihility of a question. 

So well is the practice of this religious rite understood at 
Home and in the British Colonies, that the Registers of 
Baptisms kept in tlw Wesleyan Chapels have heen frequently 
received as good and legal documents in the Courts of Common 
Luu-, and in so far as relates to the practice in the Courts of 
Civil or !Cl'cle8iastiwl L<w·, 8ir ,John Nicol the principal Judge 
in the " Arches Court " at CanterbUJ.'y, decided Rome year:-i 
ago, that not only was it brnful for a minister, not being a 
Clergyman of the Church of England, to Baptise British 
8uhjed:,;, hut also that cvNy clergyman of the Church of 
England u-as bou11cl to receive the certifieatc of ,mch baptism 
attested by a clis:-.enting :\lini:-;tcr, as a. good and legal certificate 

thereof. 
It has been attempted to draw a distinction between 

Di:-;scnter:-1 and \Vcsleyans on the principle that the latter are 
not Dissentl'r:-; ; hut WP arc desirous of stating that the 
Toleration Act, framed and passed under the auspices of the 
Earl of Liverpool, docs not require a :\linistcr to Qualify, and 
take out a licence as a diMenter, but merely as a "preacher 
and Teacher of God's holy word," and this form of the Act 
was intended to be a special provision for the case of the 
Wesleyan }lethodists, who had Conscientious scruples to 
license as Dissenter8. 

As \Vcskyan .c\lissionaries v.-c act under the direction of the 
CommittcP of the Wesleyan :\lissionary Society, to whom we 
arc under the necessity of explaining all circum:-;tances which 
have a relation to our work as miniskrs and :\fo,sionaries; 
\H' havP more than once felt it our duty, to state to them the 
entire liberty and pcrfrct privileges we enjoyed under the mild 
and equitable Government of Your Lordship, and it will be 
l'XCPedingly painful, if our duty oblige us to throw tlic faintest 
:-;haclc upon our future Communications, but we fear that 
Your Excelkncy's "Regulations and Restriction:-;'' respecting 
our Bapti:m1s of British Subjects in Albany will appear to 
them e. ·cecdingly novel, as interfering with the established 
order of things, and the principles of the Toleration Act : 
they will therefore most probably be induced to apply to His 
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Majesty's Government on thiH Hubjeet, a step which they will 
regret, as well as our8elves : which induces us to explain to 
your Lordship, in the mo:-;t ingenuous and candid manner, the 
peculiar circumstanceH undrr whieh we are placed by the 
document alluded to. \Vp have takc•n the liberty also, of 
transmitting herewith for Your ~jxeellency'i-, examination, a 
copy of Sir John Nicol's ju<lgnwnt in tlw case to which we have 
already made referpnce, and we Parnestly hope that Your 
Lordship may fed at liberty to eancl'l the " Regulations " in 
question, and leave us to proeeed as heretofore and a:-; our· 
.:\linistcrH do in England and in all other British ColoniNL 

We havp &c. 

(8igned) 

[Original.] 

w. SHAW, 

S. RROADBEN'l', 

S. KAY, 

s. YOUNG, 

Report of the Commissioners of Enquiry to the UndPr 
8rcretary of State, Oolonial Department. 

CAPE TOWN, C,\pg OF Goou HOPE, ht Ju.nr 1825. 

Srn,-Wc have had the honor to receive your letter of the 
11th .February 1824, in which we are rlireetcd to investigate the 
accuracy of certain statements delivered to you by i\lr. Ingram 
of Cork, upon the faith of which the emigration of l1'our 
hundred Individuals from Ireland to this Colony at the Public 
expence has been :-;anctioncd by Hi:-; .\Iaje:,ty's Government ; 
and we now beg leave to submit to you our opinion upon thiH 
subject, as well as upon the fulfilment of the engagements into 
which Mr. Ingram entered with His 11aje:,ty'i:; Government . 

.:\Ir. Ingram arrived in thi:-; Colony in the Jfonth of April 
1820, accompanied by a small Party consisting of 27 .:\1en, 12 
Women, and 29 Children. The i\len were chiefly .Mechanics 
and Labourers, for whom the sums required to be depo:,ited 
were advanced by .Mr. Ingram in ~ngland; and they had 
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entered into agreements to serve him for three years at certain 
low wag('s, and at the end of that term to receive thP sum of 
no or 20 Aeres of Land. 

They formed one of the parties that were ordered to proceed 
lo the District of Clanwilliam, and were locate<l. on a Tract 
ealled the Partridge Vallies Qontaining al>out l600 }Iorgen or 
:!200 Aeres of Land, to whieh }lr. Ingram :,ml>sequently added 
l>y purchase a Tract called the Taaybosch Kraal amounting to 
550 .Morgen or 1100 A ere ·, and to these have Leen added by 
Grant from the Acting Governor Sir Rufane Donkin two con­
tiguow; Tracts of }lountain Pasture, amounting to ! i91 }lorgen 
or 3582 Acre:,, forming altogether an Estate comprising 7882 
Acres of Land. 

The Taaybo::ich Kraal purehased by }lr. Ingram eontains a 
certain portion of good arable land that is capable of being 
irrigated. The supply of \Vater is derived from a Stream 
conveyed in an artificial Watercourne along the :--ide of a hill, 
from whence it is distributed over the sloping Land immediately 
below it. The irrigation of this Land which constitutes the 
best and most productive part of the Estate is thus effeeted in 
a more rapid stream than is beneficial, and is abo attended 
with some difficulty. 

The Great .Partridge Valley contains some good Land of the 
description called Karroo, a fine sandy loam and clay, which 
would l>e very productive if it were open to irrigation. 'rhe 
Spring from which }Ir. lngram asserts that the supply of 
\Vater can be obhincd for thi:,; purpot:!e lies at a great distance 
from the Karroo land, and is separated from it by a Randy 
tract through whieh it would be necessary to convey the 
Water by Pipes at a con:-;ideral>le expence. The quantity of 
arable Land therefore that was actually open to irrigation in 
the Taaybosch Kraal and the Partridge Vallies at the time in 
\,hich 11r. lngram delivered. hi::; infornu1tion at the Secretary 
of State'::; Oflice did not exceed 7 5 acres, and it is extremely 
doubtful whether that quantity can be increased. 

The Land eonsists generally of a light Sand or Loam, with 
the exeeption of the small Rli p that is open to irrigation in the 
Taaybosch Kraal, which is composed of Clay mixed with the 
particles of t;and and Soil that an• washed down upon it from 
the Hill above. 

 

 



426 Records of the Cape Colony. 

The Pasture Land is light and sandy and generally covered 
with Shrubs from which the Cattle derive subsistence during 
the ·winter Months. In favourable Seasons the present Tenant 
of Mr. Ingram thinks that this estate will be capable of main­
taining 100 Head of Cattle, but not without encroaching upon 
some of the arable Land in the Partridge Valley which alHo 
affords the best Pasturage. The Cattle arc subject to sickncs:,; 
at one period of the year, and it doc::; not appear that sheep 
arc found to thrive upon these Lands. 

ln the first year of his emigration 11r. Ingram and his people 
were chiefly employed in repairing the Watercourse that has 
just been described, and in preparing }1aterials for building 
a Dwelling House in Partridge Valley, and he did not cultivate 
more than 12 acres of Land. In the second year hi::; progress 
was obstructed by a long absence of three months at Cape 
Town, whither he was summoned by His ~lajcsty's Fiscal for 
the hearing and adjustment of certain complaints that had 
been preferred against him by his Servants ; after a long 
inve8tigation the complaints were dismissed, and the Servants 
were condemned to pay the Costs of the Proceedings. 

It does not appear that in this or the following year i\fr. 
Ingram cultivated Land to a greater extent than eight Acres, 
producing not more than 40 }luids or 120 Bushels of Wheat. 
In the year 1822 Mr. Bergh, the Deputy Landdrost, having 
sown according to his usual custom one eighth of a }luid, or 
tweuty-two pounds and a quarter of Rice, it was transplanted 
out by the Servants of Mr. Bergh into four acres of Afr. Ingram's 
Land, and produced 18 Muids or 54 Bushels, which were sold 
to the Colonial Government for the Sum of 720 Rixdollars. 

In the year 1821 i\-Ir. Ingram's Stock consi::;ted of 44 Draught 
Oxen and 9 Breeding Horses, in the following year they were 
increased in number to 68 Draught Oxen, 47 Breeding Cattle, 
69 Breeding Shet>p, 7 Draught Hor::;es, and 115 Goat::;, which 
were disposed of chiefly by Public Auction at }Ir. Ingram's 
departure to ]~ngland. The Breeding Cattle had been pur­
chased by Mr. Bergh, and were derived from the European 
Stock or what is termed the "Vadcrland" breed, and there 
were two Sheep of the Merino breed, which Mr. lngram gave 
away on his departure and which have since been returned to 
him. At the same time were sold his Household Furniture, 

 

 



].'rconls r!f tltr. Gr1pr r:olony. 
427 

Implements of Hu:-,ba.nclry. &e., producing as appears by the 
V cncluc Roll, the sum of fii">2 l Rixdolla.rn and :3 Skillings, equal 
to .!'.414 Sterling. l t ·houlcl abo he mentioned that he had 
built a. Bouse of Stone on his Location at the l)artridge Valley, 
consisting of a long range of thatched Building, divided into 
several Dwellings but not substantially constructed • 

.:\Ir. Ingram had previously to tlw expiration of their terms 
of Apprenticeship rekased some of his articled Servants from 
their engagements, receiving from them certain Sums of }foney 
varying in amount according to the value of their respective 
1-,ervicPs. He had also made an offN to the Colonial Govern­
ment, that if the Lands of the Kleine Valley were transferred 
to him, he\\ oulcl place there two )kn for one ti1at might remove 
from thence. The ofIPr was so far accepted by the Colonial 
Government as to induce ~lr. Ingram to treat with the Settlers 
who had obtained allotments in the Kleine Valley for the 
purchase of their interests in tlwm; and an expectation was 
held out of obtaining the sanction of His ~la.jesty's Government 
to their tran:-frr, altho' it was ma.de previous to the expiration 
of three years from the date of the location. Availing himself 
of this pNmission, ]\Jr. l ngram made agreements with some of 
the Settlers in the Kleine Valley, possessed himself of the best 
portion of the Tract, and aftcnvards ·was authorised to dispose 
of it to ~lr. Shaw one of the l~migrant Settlers for the sum of 
3,500 Rixdollars, ,, hich the latter was enabled to advance by 
the assistance of the Lomba.rd Bank. By thus letting his 
original Location in the Gn•·1t and Little Partridge Vallies and 
Lbc Taayhosch Kraal to an individual who has agreed to pay 
him a Rent consisting of a certain number of Cattle ; and by 
disposing unconditionally to Mr. Shaw of the Land that he 
purcha,;ed in the Kleine Valley, he haR put it out of his power 
to fulfil the engagement thaL he entered into with the Local 
Oovernment of locating t. wo Settlers for one that might leave it. 

Jn refrrring to tlw particulars of the Statement made to 
you Sir by }lr. Ingram. \H' find that the principal point of 
diffcrcn<'e appear;-; to consist in the quantity of Land reported 
to you by }lr. lngmm lo be cultivated in \Vheat and Rice, 
an<l opPn lo irrig11tion ; you will iin<l that in his evidence l\lr. 
Ingram disavows the stakment ascribed to him in the Original 
Notes with \\hich you have favored us, of having bad Wheat 
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and Rice upon 1000 acres, which are open to irrigation ; and o 
in support of his assertion that he could not have intended to 2 
make to you so gross a misrepresentation, he ha,; referred to t 
the number of Labourers originally brought with him to the l 
Colony with whom he would have been unable to cultivate so 
great an extent of Land. The opinion that he alleges himself 
to have entertained that 1000 acres of his land were open to 
irrigation and capable of bt>ing cultivated in Wheat and Rice, 
he still adheres to. 

I◄'rom the evidence of Mr. Ingram's Tenant, which we have 
lately received through a Gentleman deputed by the Colonial 
Government to proceed to Clanwilliam for the purpose of 
settling certain disputes that had arisen there, we cannot believe 
that the Land capable of irrigation upon l\Ir. Ingram's Estate 
exceeds 100 acres, and we find that the irrigation of it is 
attended with difficulty and expence. The returns of profit 
therefore from his Lrmd, which it will be remarked arc to 
commence only on the first of May of this year, depend upon 
the multiplication of the Stock during the preceding three 
years and not upon the produce of the Soil. 

He agreed to let the Estate, the Grant of which was confirmed 
to him in the year 1822, and one year sooner than Earl 
Bathurst's conditions prescribed, to a Dutch Inhabitant, for 
the space of ten years, at a Rent that is to commence on the 
first of .M:a.y 1825. It is to consist of the delivery of 20 Cows 
and their Calves, and 20 Oxen; and if the Tenant shall have 
paid within ten years from the date the sum of 80,000 Guilders 
or 26,666 Rixdollars, the Estate is to he transferred to him. 
Mr. lngram also made an agreement with a Dutch Farnwr 
that has since been set aside by the Court of J ustiee, to let 
him a small portion of the Taaybo,;ch Kraal on condition of 
1·eceiving 20 muids of Corn. 

We are disposed to think that the value of the Stock that 
he is to receive in the shape of Rent has been i:,omewhat 
overrated by him; that the Cows and Calvei:, that are to be 
delivered to him are not worth 150 Rixdollars per Head, and 
that the price of Oxen at Clanwilliam does not exceed forty 
Rixdollars even in a state fit for draught, altho' .i\lr. Ingram's 
calculation rates them at fifty Rixdollars. The quality of Lhe 
Stock that Mr. Ingram is stated to have posi:,essed is also 
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overrated ; the Cow:-; of the European Breed not exceeding 
20 in number and of aclvanc0d ages he purcluu;ed of )Ir. Bergh 
the late Deputy Landdrost of Clanwilliam ; ten of the:-;e died 
last year ; and inst0acl of possessing a number of )lerino sheep 
capable of giving value to a Flock, it is proved that he had 
only two of that Breed, which appear to have been of too 

inconsiderable value 0ven for sale. 
)Ir. Ingram appears to have stated that the value of the 

Corn alone produced from the Estate amounted to 8,000 Ri.·­
dollarn, half of which is divided between himself and his Tenant. 
On reference to the Lease of the Partridge Vallies and 'l'aay­
hosch Kraal no stipulation is made for' the delivery of any 

Produce of thi::i kind. 
At what period :\Ir. Ingram began to perceive that a pledge 

had been given that slave labour Rhould not he employed upon 
his Estate, we arc at a lo:;s to conjecture ; nor can we give him 
credit for the explanation that he has made of the object with 
which he returned to Ireland to bring out 50 Labourer:-; to 
employ upon his g:-;tate, when we find that he had let one part 
of it before his departure for the space of ten years to a person 
who wa:-; in po::isession both of Hottentots and Slaves, and who 
ha,; continued to employ them in its cultivation ever since, 
and when he has also declared to us that he had purchased 
and employed a Negro Slave upon the Estate before he went 
away, and would not have accepted the Grant if he had 
thought that the prohibition of employing Slave labour upon 
it had been attached as a condition. 

~1r. Ingram had certainly succeeded in obtaining his title to 
the Land that he had purchased as well as that which had 
b<>en granted, in the space of two instead of three years from 
the date of his original occupation and exempt from the clause 
of prohibition which wa::i inserted in the grants that have been 
ma.de subsequently, to the other British Settlers at Clan­
willia.m. We certainly do not recognize the justice of the 
ex.emption of ;\lr. Lngram from a. condition imposed· upon the 
whole of the Emigrant Parties whether settled at Clanwilliam 
or at Albany, but wlwther he had in view to introduce Ruropcan 
Labourer,; or to misc money upon his Estate and attract 
Speculator,;, we hav<' not been able to determine. He 
attempted to attract Purchasers of Building Allotments upon 
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t-hc bPst part of his arable Land hy irnwrting an advertis<'mP11i, 
in the Gnzette, a copy of which we have the honor to enclose, 
containing lofty promi,;es of as,;ista11ce' in .\Iaierials, and of 
indulgence in paynwnt, whieh hithPtio have bc'en unavailing. 
He also held out premiums for the Breeding of Stock. which 
considering the limited Pasturag<' of that Dist rid. or tlw Land 
that he was entitled to transfer, were altogether illusory. 
His real object in applying to HiH .\lajcsty's Government for 
assistance in the emigration of Lahourprs and ,\Iechanics from 
Ireland will best appear perhaps from the rc•sult of that 
speculation. \Ve ohHerve that Mr. fngram infornwd you that 
he purchased a HouHe and farm Buildings on a small Property 
near Cape Town for the sum of £3,G00; from the Hituation 
of the ERtatc we think it may be applied to u,;eful and profit a hie> 
purposes, and with the aHHiHtan<'e of the .\IcehaniC's and 
Labourers brought with him from Ireland he is now building 
a very large and commodiouH Store , which hC' intc•nds for a 
deposit of Wine. 

\Ve arc informe,d hy .\Ir. Ingram that affrr he had n•epived 
the Sanction of His .\IajcHty's Governmpni to tlw plan of laking 
Emigrants from the South of Ireland to this Colony he appliPd 
himself with diligence and at first with effeet to the Hclection 
of lndividuab of good Character who not being Head:-, of 
Families were enabJc,d to leave tlw Country without encum­
bering it with the support of tlwir Wivps and Children. 

:From an influcn0c which Mr. Ingram attributes to thP 
Catholic Priests in the County of Cork, but \\hi1·h from thl' 
ovidcncp of some of his peopl<' W<' think is with mon• justice• to 
be imputpd to certain HPports of tlw failur<' of the former 
Emigration that "en• then eireulafrd in lr<'land, a great 
majority of those who had JH'omiiwd to <'tnhark subseq1w11tly 
declined to ~o, and i'it'V<'ral who had :-;ign<'cl I ndC'nt ure:, <'Ill barked 
in the ship Barro.wr and n•mai,wd 011 board for -.;ome• tim<', 
but Huddc>nly rc•nouncPd tlwir engag<'mC'nis and all 111frnt ion 
of proceeding to the Cap<'. 

Jlr. Ingram haH pmduePd to us a number of lndP11tun's, 
duly exee·uted by the partil's who afte•n\ards n·e·l'eh•d from 
their engagements , an abstract of ,,hich we• trallsmit to C'nahlC' 
yon to pun-me tlw inve'Hiigation ,;honld it a J>J>l'ar to you npe•es­
sary. \Ve have no doubt that the circumstance:; by \\.hich 
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the departure of the Ve:-isel was retarded, and :\Ir. Ingram's 
ah:-iencc in London, where he appearn to have gone to effect an 
arrangement for the supply of good Provisions, may have had 
some influence in this change of determination in the people ; 
and their places were then supplied by such casual offers as 
the circumstances of many of the lower classes of People in a 
large Seaport Town might be supposed to produce. 

As the period approached of the departure of the Ship, 
some Individuals who had been attracted on board by curiosity 
or the love of novelty, found means to escape, and it was at 
last agreed that the Indentures should not be signed until 
after the Voyage had commenced. 

Although complaints have been addressed to us as well as to 
the Colonial Courts by pNsons who have alleged that they 
were not aware of the terms of the Agrecn.ent made with ~Ir. 
Ingram at Cork, and also by others whom he attempted to 
compel to enter into similar engagements during the Passage, 
yet we feel bound to add that much pains appear to have been 
taken by Mr. Ingram to make known the terms of those engage­
ments both in the Town and Neighbourhood of Cork previous 
to his departure. Blank l!'orms of Indentures were distributed 
for explanation, and we are led to believe that such a general 
knowledge of the terms prevailed as to raise the strongest 
presumption against any alleged ignorance of them. 

A delay of two days took place between the pniod of 
mustering the Emigrants on board by the Agent of Transports 
at Cove and the sailing of the Vessel, and in this interval a 
great many Emigrants who had been mustered appear to have 
escaped on shore. The Agent of Transports at Cove must have 
certified that he had mustered on board the Transport the 
number of men, women, and children that l\lr. Ingram had 
covenanted to convey to the Cape before the Ship could receive 
her dcarancc at the Cw,tom House, amounting to 350 Persons 
on account of Government and 50 on his own Account. \Ve 
have not been able to obtain a Copy of the Agent's Certificate, 
but as it is stated by l\lr. Ingram that 407 Persons were 
mu:-;tcn·d on hoard the Barrasa, we have reason to conclude 
that tlw muster was faithfully performed, notwithstanding the 
aHsNtions of some of the dissatiHfied PartieH, who have alleged 
that in more than one instance one Individual succeeded in 
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repre:-;enting the names and persons of two. \Ve find however 
that there were only disembarked in this Colony 188 l\len, 59 
Women, and 105 Children, in all :352 Per:-;ons, from whom a 
deduction must be made of five Per:-;ont-1, consisting of a 
Portuguese taken on hoard at the Island of i\Iadeira, and four 
Children born on the Pm,sagc, leaving a deficiency of 5:l 
Persons in the number that ..\[r. Ingram engaged to convey 
from Ireland to the Cape. 

N"o deaths or accidents occurred during the PasHage; and 
the People landed at the Cape in a state of improved health 
and strength. Some attention appears to have been paid by 
..\Ir. Ingram to the comfort of the most neceHHitous by providing 
Bedding and ClotheH ; and with the exception of a portion of 
the BiRcuit and Rice, the Provisions were found to be of a 
good quality. 

Upon the arrival of the TranHport in Table Bay, the Deputy 
Fiscal Mr. Ryneveld went on hoard, made an Individual 
.Muster of the Emigrants, and took notes of the complaintH 
that they made against ..\Ir. Ingram, for the purpose of reporting 
to His .Majesty's Fiscal. The Emigrants were afterwardi, 
landed, and Reveral of thoHe who had at firHt refuHed, hut 
afterwards r-;igned Indentures on board ship under an alleged 
threat of being deprived of Provisions, or of being impriHoned 
on their arrival at the Cape, complained to HiH ..\fajcHty's 
.b'iscal, who brought their complaints before a Sitting Com­
missioner of the Court of ,Justice. The proof of their having 
been trepanned or forced on board at Cork against their will 
by .\Ir. Ingram having failed, the Court of Justice on appeal 
from the decision of the Commissioned ..\lember held that the 
presumption of the acquiescence of every Individual in t}w 
terms of the Indenture was so strong from the fact of their 
embarkation at Cork, and the publicity of the condition~ of 
Service, that in casC's wherC' Indentures had not heen signed 
by the PartiPH, amounting in number to nineteen, the CourL 
declared that the particH should enkr into agre<'ments to 
:-;erve Mr. lngnun upon the conditions and regulations that 
were prescribed by His Majesty's Government. 

In a short period affrr their debarkation in tlw Colony a 
large majority of the emigrants obtained employment by 
making agreemcnti, with new i\Iastcrn, or by agreement made 
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between them and Mr. Ingram to redeem their engagements 
to him by the payment of the Sum stipulated in their original 
Indentures of three hundred Rixdollars for each Male, 200 for 
a Female, and 150 for a child. 

From a List that has been furnished us by Mr. Ingram, and 
dated 28th July 1824, we find that out of the number of 
Emigrants landed, 120 Men, 44 Women, and 82 Children have 
been transferred to Individuals in and near Cape Town. This 
Statement has undergone some variation since that period, in 
consequence of some of the men having beeu returned upon 
Mr. Ingram's hands, or of failure to make good their payments 
to him; in which latter cases they were ordered by the Magis­
trates to return to work for Mr. Ingram, and, as he contended, 
in any manner that he might require. Fifty-one are now 
employed by him upon his Estate near Cape Town, or in 
preparing materials for building his Wine Store. The Lodgings 
that he provided for them on his Estate, which is in other 
respects favorably situated for the accommodation and recep­
tion of the people who obtain casual work in Cape Town, have 
been found by us to be neither in a proper or tenantable state. 
They have been lately repaired, and a separate apartment has 
been provided for the reception of the Sick, who have not 
been numerous. Eight persons have died since the arrival of 
the Party in December 1823, and it appears that most of them 
have been affected in a greater or less degree by an intemperate 
use of spirituous liquors and by copious draughts of water 
taken in hot weather, but that in other respects the state of 
their general health has been good. 

Several Complaints were preferred against Mr. Ingram's party 
before the Fiscal for acts of intemperance in the Streets of 
Cape Town, and a very serious and premeditated attack was 
made in the night time by several persons in disguise on the 
premises of Mr. Ingram and upon the person of one Daniel Lee, 
an lrishman, who had been known to have furnished important 
evidence against William Edwards, to whom he had been hired 
by Mr. 1ngram; no proof was obtained of the motive of this 
outrage, but it was considered necessary to withdraw Daniel 
Lee from all further dependance upon Mr. Ingram, and for the 
purpose of securing him from further attacks. 

The great source of complaint and dissatisfaction amongst 
XXI, 2 F 
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the servants of Mr. Ingram is to be found in the exercise of 
the pmver which he possesses by virtue of the Indentures of 
Agreement, of exacting the payment of the Sums of 300, 200 , 
or 150 Rixdollarn respectively from the l\Ien, Women, and 
Children of his Party as the price of their release from engage­
ments to him. In some few instances where the labour to h<' 
released was of value, the whole Sum has been paid down, in 
others it has been paid by promissory notes of the AsRignee of 
the Indentures, and in the great majority of instances by 
)fonthly Instalments paid by the Labourers themselves out 
of their Wages, in the proportion of 15 Rixdollar:-; out of 30 or 
40. \Ve perceive that this point was left open for adjustment 
bet-\vecn l\Ir. Ingram and the Individuals of his party, and ·was 
made subject to arbitration in case of dispute in the Colony. 
We are not aware that this course has been resorted to, a,1 
several persons who had left :Mr. Ingram's Rervice in con­
sequence of their refusal to sign IndentureH or to work for him 
in the way he required have heen prosecuted by His Majesty's 
Fiscal, who acting upon a Proclamation issued by Lord Charle:-; 
Somerset in the year 1818 for the protection of the Clainrn of 
Masters to the labour of their articled Servants, has summoned 
Hcvcral of Mr. Ingram\; men to amrwer cr1minally hdore tlw 
Commissioners of the Court of Justice. 

\Ve have already mentioned that the Court of Justice had 
declared in one of these cases that all the PerHons who arrived 
with l\1r. Ingram in the colony and had not signc-<l Indenture~ 
should neverthelPss serve :Mr. Ingram upon the tcnns prescribed 
in his Bond, aH the lowest which he had engaged to HiH Majesty\; 
Government to afford. 

In one case, that of John Roche (a Journeyman Shoemaker), 
from whom .Mr. Ingram thought proper to demand the Sum 
of 400 Rixdollars in conHCliuonce of hiH refusal to engage, and 
of his alleged encouragement of othern to follow hiH exampk, 
the CommisHioncrs of the Court of Justice upon a seco1H.l 
complaint against Roche for quitting )Ir. Ingram's Service, 
sentenced him to receive 25 Lashes in the Uaol, that being the­
punishment provided by tho second Clause of the Proclamation 
before alluded to, and which was inflicted. 

The hardship of this case was considerably augmented by 
t hP eirrurn,;tanrr of Roehr having expressed in Court hi:.; 

 

 



willingnesR to make gradual payment:-; to the amount of three 
hundred Dollart:l out of the profits of his Trade ; and his 
Employer, a respectable Tradesman, offered his Security for 
the payment of this Sum, but the offer was rejected by Mr. 
Ingram, and he raised his demand to four hundred Rixdollars 
in consequence of the original refmial of Roche to sign an Inden­
ture, and from the influence (as he alleged) of his example upon 
others. Being unable to pay 400 Rixdollars or to find security 
for so large a sum, Roche was ordered to return to Mr. Ingram's 
Service, where he was not permitted to work at his Trade, but 
was employed to break stones, to which he had not been 
accustomed. 

It iH Rtated by :\fr. Ingram that before they quitted Ireland 
all hiR servantR were apprized of his right to exact any species 
of Labour from them that he might require in the Colony until 
they should succeed in redeeming their engagements to him. 
This opinion we think he was not justified in maintaining to 
that extent, for one of the Conditions of his Bond prescribes 
that the labour in which he shall employ his Servants in the 
Colony shall be '' reasonable." We do not believe that the 
existence of this condition was known to the Commissioner of 
the Court of Jm,tice when Roche was condemned to be punished 
under the Proclamation of 1818, for if it had we think it 
improbable that he would have been condemned to return to 
:\Ir. Ingram's service to perform a species of Labour for which 
his previous habits had rendered him quite unfit . 

.Five other l\Ien under similar circumstances, and condemned 
to the same punishment of Flogging, entered Appeals to the 
.Full Court of Justice, which have not been decided. One has 
been brought before the Court of Appeal, and an inquiry has 
been directed to be made into the general conduct of 11r. 
Ingram's Servant:;;, and into the Subject of their Complaints, 
and until a report iH made, the ServantR are allowed to work 
for their own support. 

The :\lajority of th('Ill is :-;tatcd to have belonged to the 
lowc:-;t Class of Labourers in Cork and it:-; vicinity ; they are 
genC'rally very illitC'rate, and some of them arc indifferent 
Uharacters. The :\lcchanics and useful Trade:-;men are enabl<'d 
to gain from three to four Rixdollan, per day together with 
snbsi:;;tence and lodging, and are in general doing well. They 
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do not admit that they are doing better in the Colony than 
they would have done in Ireland if a demand for their Jabour 
had existed. The common Labourers genrrally demand a Rix­
dollar and a quarter or two Rixdollars per day besidrs subsist­
ence which may be estimated at half a Rixdollar; but they have 
not been able to procure regular Labour at this rate; the Hire 
of a Slave or free coloured Labourer not exceeding twenty 
Rixdollars per month together with subsistcncP and LodgingH. 

The great obstacle to their early Huccess has arisen from tlw 
large Sums that they engaged to pay to 11r. Ingram m, a 
premium for their release from engagements to serve him, 
altho' the expences of the Voyage had been defrayed by His 
Majesty's Government. 

'J'he same cause operated in keeping up the price of labour 
in Cape Town, and has pressed too heavily upon the exertions 
of those who tho' desirous of relea 'ing thenrnelve·, have not 
been able to earn more than thirty Rixdollars per .\fonth, or 
to spare a larger Sum out of it than one half for their own 
redemption or for that of their Children. 

The Children Apprentices from 12 to 14 years of ago have 
been much sought after, principally for handicraft Trades, and 
for the Domestic Service of the English and also of tho Dutch 
Inhabitants. Children of eight years old have been able to 
earn their subsistence and clothing, and those of ton years 
have obtained four or five Rixdollar:; a Month Wages, and 
more as they grow older; those of a maturer age have evinced 
a great reluctance to remain in families where there are Slaves, 
on account of the degradation and discredit that the servile 
Character is suppo, eel by them to impart to manual labour. 
A singular excPption to thi:,; feeling occurred in the instance 
of a Lad of 15 years of age who was apprenticed with the 
com;cnt of his Parents nominally to a free Person, hut really 
to a Slave of good character, \\ho works on his own account as 
a saddler and upholsten'r and payH his l\faster 40 Dollars per 
Month for that privilege. 

A second instance occurred in \1 hich .\fr. Tngram hired out 
one of his apprentices to another 'lavt> to work by the piece, 
altho' he took Rccurity from free persons on these occasions, 
Mr. Ingram received the payments from the Slaves themselves. 

otwithstanding the importation of so many 1~uropean 

 

 



Record~ of the Cupt Colony. 

Labourers into the Colony from time to time, the high price 
of labour has not hitherto been perceptibly affected. That of 
common Labourers who receive a Rixdollar and a half per 
day and subsistence for themselves, is at nearly as low a rate 
as in the pre ent circum tances of the Colony comports with 
the maintenance of a large family, if the Children ,110uld not 
be old enough to enter into Service. 

The low price of Provisions has been favorable to their 
support, but Lodgings in Cape Town are still dear, as well as 
articles of European Clothing. 

~lechanics and Tradesmen of all Churncs, especially Tailors, 
Shoemakers, Saddlers, Bricklayers, Uphobterers, Cooper:--, 
Sawyer·, (.;arpenters, and Blacksmiths, meet with ready 
employment in Cape Town, and arc in as great demand in the 
Country Districts, where common Labourern in Husbandry 
conLinue also to receive high wages. 

It is admitted by all Persons except those who derive 
subsistence from hiring out the labour of their Slaves and 
Prize 'egroes, that the importation of European Labour has 
been beneficial to the Colony as well as to those Labourers 
who have been imbued with habits of common industry, and 
the Labourers themselves are in general well contented with 
their circumstances. 

The supply of Labour is still considered deficient, and we 
think that a repetition of l\lr. Ingram's experiment un a more 
limiLed scale as to numbers, and on terms more favorable to 
the LabourerH, might be encouraged by the British Government 
with benefit to the Colony, and especially to the Di ·trict of 
Albany, where the wages of Labour arc very high, and not 
likely to be reduced by the natural supply. We should ob ·erve 
that in the course of the years 1826 and 1827, not le:--s than 
one thousand Prize egroes will be added to the mass of the 
free Labouring class of the Population, but we do not think it . 
probable that their labour will be tramiferred to the remote 
Di:,;tricts, or that they will be induced to separate from the 
eornwet ions they have formed in Cape Town,\~ here the greatest 
proportion of them are settled ; nor is it likely that the price 
of Labour "ill be affcckcl, as a eompctilion for their labour 
will lw proportionably raised by thosl' who at present possC'ss 
thei 1· 8l'rviees. 
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As we find from a Letter addre:;:;ed by Earl Bathun,t to Hi:c; 

Excellency Lord Charles Somerset, that it is not the intention 
of His Majesty's Government to incur any further expencc in 
the conveyance of l'jmigrant:; from the South of Ireland to thi:-; 
Colony, we shall postpone the com;ideration of the various 
projects that have been submitted to us till we report upon 
the general state of the labouring Population and the causes 
that appear to us to retard its increase and prosperity. 

In the meantime we think it our duty to represent to you 
that the English Settlers in the Di:;trict of Albany arc most, 
anxious for the arrival of parties of Agricultural Labourers to 
relieve the great want that is now experienced there, and to 
reduce the high rate of Wages they are compelled to pay for 
Servants of every description. 

From the experience of the Emigrant Parties, and from the 
inconvenience that has been found in enforcing engagement:-; 
entered into between Masters and Servants before their depar­
ture from Europe, arising from an ignorance on the part of the 
Servant of the real demand for labour in the Colony, and from 
speculations of profit to the ~faster, it would be extremely 
desirable that :;uch engagements should be deferred and that 
it should be open to the Servant to derive full and immediate 
benefit from the Market to which he ha:; transferred his labour 
as soon as he arrive:; there, without making hi:; ·wage:; liable 
to any other deduction than what may be sufficient to repay 
the expences of his Voyage. 

If we draw an inference from the circumstances that have 
taken place in the emigration of Mr. lngram's party, no greater 
or more laboriom; duty appears to he attached to the directiou 
and management of the scheme of Emigration than may be 
well recompensed by the allowance of One Pound per Head 
for every Individual who may be landPd in the Colony. Tlw 
respom;ibility for their not being chargeablP to the local 
Government for three year,; after their landing may be mack 
a condition in the Contract:; into which they c'ntc'r after thc•ir 
arrival in the Colony, and which may be made transferable, a,; 
they are at present, to the Persons who hire them. 

The experience of the several J1jmigrations that have been 
t'onducted to this Colony Hhews that this responsibility is 
very little to be dreaded. The state of the Colonial Law is 
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not defectivl' in the means il allor<ls for compelling tlw per­
fornrnncc of the engagenwnh; of Servant,; to,,ards their }laster::;. 
Pf'cnniary fow and I mp1 isomnf'nt for the tir:-;t offence, and 
corporal punishment and expulsion from the Colony arc pro· 
vided for a second offence, hy the Keveral Proclamations that 
hav<.' heen issued upon this subject. \Ve cannot recommend 
hem ever that in futurf' the violation of such engagement,; 
should be made punislrnhk by Flogging e.·ccpt in ca. cs of 
Appn•nticcs under the age of Eighteen, when the puniKhment 
should he moclcrak, ancl not hl' alhrn eel to e.·cPed fifteen 

Lashe,;. 
If His :\Jajcsty"s Uo,ernment ::;houlcl he in<luce<l 'to make 

advances for tlH' transport and maintenance of Labourers and 
:\lcchanics from any part of the Brifo;h Dominions to the Cape 
of Good Hope. it \\oulcl be ,-atisfaetory that these pcr,ons 
should undrr,;tan<l that their indu,;try would enable them to 
redeem the 8ums :;o advanced \\'ithin a rea:;onablc time, and 
that no other deduction from th0ir \Vages would be required 
than might be sufiicient to coYer the expence:; of the Yoyage. 
lf £l;"i should he sufficiPnt to provide for the Tram;port of a 
Labourer to the Cape, ancl that he Khould be entitled to redeem 
the charge by a deduction of 1:; or 23 Shillings per month from 
his Wages, hP woulcl aequire the free disposal of his labour in 
t wclve or twenty months ; and in the same manner for each 
Lndividual of His Family who should be capable of service • 
.For tbii:; payment the ?lla:;ters should become respon:;ible to 
the Local Authorities of the Di -trict; and \\C think that under 
the present circumstance::; of the Colony, and especially in that 
part of it "here on account of the prohibition of the employ­
ment of Slaves, the \Yug<'s of free Labour arc likely to continue 
high, a more punctual performance of the conditions of repay­
ll\C'nt is to bee. pectcd than if the e.·action of them was mack 
dc•pendant upon the lnten•st of an Individual. • 

From the same ca.use it would probably happen that lndi­
viduab in the District would a::;-,ociate together for the purpo::;e 
of :,;ecuring a:; many Labourer:; as tlwy might require for their 
own purpot-il'S, and in such mu;es the seeurity to Government 
for the ad vane<' would be ::;trengthencd. 

\V<' ar<· nwn• partieularly cle,;irous of relieving the persons 
"ho arc ubject to the re,-triction in the employment of Slaves 
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from any additional charge, whether in the shape of profits to 
the undertaker of a scheme of Emigration or of premiums for 
his trouble in conducting it, that may press too heavily upon 
the exertions of tho Labourers themselves, or may have a 
direct tendency to raise their demands. 

If it is an object of importance to the British Government to 
extinguish the evil of Slavery in the newly planted Settlement 
of Albany, and to take away the many temptations to it that 
exist in that quarter from the vicinity of the Savage Tribes on 
the .Frontier, it will not feel reluctance we think to incur the 
inconsiderable expence that we have proposed of One Pound 
per Head for every Free Labourer who may be induced to 
emigrate, as a compensation for the charge of their superin­
tendance. We have already described the advantages to the 
Labourer with which the exemption from this charge would be 
attended, and although the repayment of the advance for his 
passage would constitute a present deduction from the profifa, 
of his industry, it might be effected by such moderate Instal­
ments from his Wages as would not expose him to any severe 
privations. 

We cannot omit to observe that any facilities that His 
Majesty's Government may deem it expedient to afford to the 
British Settlers in Albany in obtaining the further assistance 
of Lahourers from Europe, would be a seasonable relief to 
them after their late privations, and constitute a satisfactory 
indemnity for their early disappointments. We have &c. 

(Signed) JOHN THOMAS BIGGE, 

WILLIAM M. G. COLEBROOKE. 

[Enclosure 1 in the above.] 

Evidence given by MR. JonN INGRAM to the COMl\11SSJONERS 

OF ENQUIRY. 

CAl'E TOWN, 15th January 1825. 

What was the quantity of Land originally aHHigned to you 
aH a Settler at the DiHtriut of Clairnilliam ? 

Reply. Two thouHand Seven hundred acreH were allotted 
to me, being at the rate of one hundred acre::; for each man of 
the twenty Heven that composed my Party, mcluding my,;plf. 
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\VNe these per:,;ons brought out at your charge, or did they 

make their own deposits ~ . 
Reply. Their advanct>s wert> deposited by me. 
Did you not purchase some Land in addition to your 

Location 1 
Reply. l did, I bought from Captain Butler his allotment 

of twelve hundred acres, with the sanction of the Acting 
Governor, and for which l paid Captain Butler four Hundred 
Rix.dollars ; previom, to effecting this transfer, there was an 
Order from Government to the Deputy Landdrost at Clan­
,, illiam to put me in possession of tlw Lands at Kleine Valley, 
in addition to the Lands of Partridge Valley, and as ::\lr. Parker 
had intimated to Government his intention to decline receiving 
them, but which were afterwards occupied by his party, l 
purchased from some individuals of the party about 1200 acres, 
with the sanction of the Acting Governor given to them to sell 
their allotments. These purchases were made for about 800 

or 900 Rixdollars. 
What was the quality of these Lands, and were they well 

watered 1 
Reply. The location assigned to me in the Partridge Valley, 

with the addition of Taaybosch Kraal purchased from Captain 
Buller, were by far the best Allotments in Clanwilliam, having 
four Springs of water besides the River which bounds the Land 
for an extent of five miles, and which I was enabled to lead out. 
The whole of my people were employed upon this work during 
eight months, and 1 was enabled to irrigate a considerable 
tract of the best Carroo Land. I should conceive that Twelve 
hundred acres might thus have been laid under water if the 
requisite number of Laborers could have been applied to its 

cultivation. 
Look at this memorandum of the quantities of good Land 

contained in the several Vallies at Clanwilliam, and say whether 

you consider it to be correct 1 
Reply. It is not at all correct. According to my opinion of 

the c tent of good Land Jan Disscl's Valley has but 50 acres 
o[ good cultivable Land, including the Drostdy of Captain 
Sy1111ol's, but it has about four thousand n-Iorgcn of \Va:;te 
Land, \\ hieh is very indifferent pasturage ; to this is added a 
commonagc of about ~0,000 morg<'n or 40,000 acreti. In the 
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Kk•m<· \'alky there may be about the lfUantity of good land 
nwntimwd, viz. I 00 morg<•n. In t lw great Partridge Valley l 
should think that Sixty }lorgen at the least haw been uncll·r 
Cultivation. In thP littl<· Partridg<· \'alley from iO to ~o 
:\lorg<•n are good Land. In Taayhosl'h Kraal and the adjal'Pll1 
Land. alluded to as Karrn . m.v 'l'l•nant ( Du Toit) and mys<'lf 
have together irrigated al out loo or l:W a<•rt•s, and full l:?00 
.\cres could be irrigated. 

Do you eonccive that thP Arahk Land assigned to t hP 
Setth•rs in the Distriet of ('lanwilliam was :rnHieicnt in <1uautity 
and quality to have subsi:;ted such a number! 

Reply. I do, hut the greater part of the Settlpr-. \\ho \n•n· 
locat('(l at Clanwilliam had no idPa of working. I had on!~· 
Nevcn }lechanics in my party. the rest \\en· agricultural 
Servants. }[r. Parker's party was made up of persons who 
had not been accustomed to labour of any kind. 

Are you of Opinion that the Klein \ alley, with the Ureat 
and Little Partridge \'allies, ,m• eapablc of maintaining as 
many as eighty families ( 

Reply. I am of opinion that thosp Lands arc eapablP of 
maintaining that number of famili<•s, if eonsi.·ting of Ppr.sons 
who were a rrienlt urists and inelirwd to labour. I ineludP the 
Taayhosch Kraal as a part of my Lands. with tlw Kk•im· and 
Partridge V,tllie8. 

What is the nurnbc•r that t hmw Lands ('Ou Id he made 1 o 
maintain? 

!{cpl~·- I conccivP that th<·y would support a huncln•d 
indu.'trious families. I attrihutP ti)(> failt11·<• upon part of that 
location only to a want of capital and indu ·tr,v. 

Arc you certain that your Land is ,,·ell supplied \\ 1th \\Htl•1· 
all the year round ? 

l{eply. I am perfretly ePrtain that it is. 
Did you propose to Hi,· l{ufanl' Donkin tu lomlP 'I ,,o of 

your peopk for every 01w of thosl' miginally lot•a1Pd by 
< ;overn1m•nt, and where did you i ntcnd that they should b<· 
placed / 

l{cply. I made· such a propO'al to Sir l{ufane Donkin, lo 
\\horn I intimated that if he would giV(• mp the ,1ho1P of thl' 
J 'lein \'alley L 11 ould locate two Settlers for Ulll' that had been 
settled there by Uovernment, and bring them from lreland at 
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my o,,n expence \\ithin 'l\~·elve .\lonths from the time ma<lc 
the proprnml. 

Was anything <lmw in consequence of thiR proposition ! 
Reply. Sir Rufane Donkin informed me that he had no 

Authority to dispossess the partieR who had been put in 
possession. Lt ,,:as subsequently to this that l made th<' 
purchase of a number of th<' allotments. designing to haw· 
purchas<.'d the whole when the Occupiers might be disposed 
to sell. l :-mbsequ,ently made an offer to Lord Charles Somernd 
to purchase a place called. " Hout Constant " at the Twenty 
four Rivers. which was for Sale. It consisted of :3000 .\lorgen. 
all of which coulrl he brought under Cultivation. and L propoRed 
if Government would purchase it to bring out at my own 
Expence 200 Settlers, and !~stablish th<'m on it for three 
year'. 

Look at the Copy of th<' A<lvertisemcnt now before you and 
:,,ay whether you authorisPd its insertion in the Gazette? 

Reply. l did, I drew it up and caused it to be pubfo,hed. 
In what part of your location did you propose to give Lots 

of two Acres each to those who intended to build ? 
Reply. immediately opposite to the Drostdy House . 
.From where did you purpose to procure the Timber that 

you engaged to supply them / 
Reply. I had a good deal of Timber that I had purchased, 

and J intended to purchase more from the Bastard Hottentots 
who constantly bring it to Clanwilliam from the Cedar Bergen. 
At the Opgaaf time they come down in number:,; with plank .. , 
which they readily dispose of to thl' farmers, who are at thaL 
time assembled at the Dro:,;tdy. 

Have you received the Title Deed of any, and what po;·tion 
of your location / 

Reply. 1 received tlH· Title• Deed of the whole' in .\pril LR22. 
altho' l was not strictly cntitlc•d to it until ,June 182:3. 

Did you possess your Title Deed at the time you adv(•tii cd 
your Property for Sale ? 

Reply. I was possessed at that time of my 'l'itle Deed. 
\Vere any offers made to you in consequence of your Adver­

tisement? 
Reply. I was offered 50,000 <JuilderH fort he [~state 1 adver 

tized, but l declined it. .My object was at that time to give 
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up my prospects in the Colony, but not from any objt,ction 1.o 
the Lands assigned to me. There is an Official Letter addressed 
by me to Sir Rufane Donkin, to which I beg to refer in support 
of thiR. I solicited in that Letter the two adjoining pieces of 
arable Land on which there was no water might be given to 
me, and with which I would be perfectly satisfied. 

What quantity of Land did you plough and cultivate during 
the Two first years of your location ? 

Reply. In the first year I ploughed and cultivated about 
fift('en acrcH, having chiefly employed my men in Building and 
leading out water. In the Second Year I \\as prcvC'nted from 
Cultivating more than Twenty Acres, in consequence of a 
complaint preferred by Seven of my People in the beginning 
of April (being the Sowing Season) which waR follo,\ed by an 
immediate citation from H.M. Fiscal to attend at Cape Town 
with the complainants, where I was delayed till the end of 
June, when the Charges were disproved and the Plaintiffs 
condemned in costs. In consequence of this occurrence I 
nearly lost the Season. 

What quantity of Ground did you cultivate in Rice i 
Reply. About four acrcH, tlwre were in all ahout .Fifty acres 

of Land on which Rice could be cultivated. 
How many Muids of Corn do you recollect to have n'ape<, 

from the Land in Cultivation, and what do you conceive to 
have been its value ? 

l{eply. I am unable to an:-,wcr this cp1estion co1Tl'ctly. 
Uorn \\as at that time very dc'ar, not lc>Hs than :wo Hi \.dollar:-, 
a Load of 'l'en Muids. l\ly PPople consumpd tlH' Corn I raiHl'<L 
The Rice I sold to Uovernnwnt, and rPceived about 800 Hds. 
for the quantity. I was paid at the rate of 40 Rds . a ~luid ; 
it was required for Heed. 

What quantity of Stock had you upon the Land wlten you 
lPft it , and what quantity have you now '/ 

Reply. l think I may have about ninety llead of Oxen 
and :io Cow::;, I t-,old about fifty CalveH (yParlit111H). I am lo 
rpeeive on the first of '.\lay 1wxt from my Tenant 20 Cows and 
Ualves of the European Bn,<'cl and 20 Ox(•n of the sanw Bn•<·d, 
also 20 muids of Corn, as the Annual Rent of 'l'aayboseh 
Kraal and Partridg<' Vall<•y, alHo Twenty Cows are 1.o he 
restored to me that ! left on the Land to SLoek it. 

 

 



On what terms did you let your Farm ? 
Reply. l let it for ten yearn certain at the foregoing 

rent. 
Do you conceive that it will be possible to bring the grain 

produced in the Di -trict of Clanwilliam to the Cape To,,n 
..\larket ? 

Reply. A great deal is now brought from Long Valley, a 
roadstead situated upon the Coast, a day's journey from 
Clanwilliam. Before the Settlers went to Clanwilliam the 
Farmers considered 30 or 60 Rds. a Load of Ten .Muids a high 
price for their Corn. In the Bokkeveld, four days' journey 
from Clanwilliam, it may be bought even now for 40 Rds. a 
Load, but in consequence of having opened the Communication 
with Clanwilliam Ly 'ea, which was done about two years ago 
by ..\Iessrs. Lie ·ching and Bergh, the price of corn has risen 
from 80 Rds. to 100 Rd'. a Load, at which price they receive 
any quantity delivered at their store at Long Valley. I 
originally suggested this speculation to :Mr. Liesching, who 
has found it very profitable. Previous to the establishment 
of the Coasting Trade, the Farmers brought their Grain by 
waggon to Cape Town, the journey occupying ten day· and 
as many to return. 

What vessel is employed in the Trade 1 
Reply. A Small loop of about 40 or 50 tons, which carrie 

up ..\lerchandize of various kinds. 
Has Cultivation at Clanwilliam and in the Neighbouring 

Country much encrcased in consequence of this facility of 
Tran ·port for the produce to Market ? 

Reply. lt has. I should think within the la::;t year from 
Pight to tenfold the <1uantity of wheat has been cultivated 
throughout that country than was raised in 1n·eccding years. 
Tho Farmers have been enabled to t•mploy their Labourers 
more t•xclusively in cultivation than when they wen' obliged 
to end them on tedious journeys to market, and the Hale for 
tlwir produce haB augmente<l 1.heir resources and improve<l 

tlwir Comforts. 
Arc• not :\lessrs. L1e:::iching an<l Bergh about to open a com-

munication with the Kamiesl>erg beyond. Clan\\-illiam ? 
Reply. They proposed doing HO, in consequc·nce of the 

Success they have n.lready met with, and they expect to 
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establish a profitable Trade with tlw Bastard Hottentots in 
Cattle, Sheep, Skins, 1 vory and other Articles. 

lt i:-; Htated that you have purchased a Slave, and that he 
works on your Land at Clanwilliam. Ts that true ! 

Reply. l do posseHs a 8lave. He has been since my n·turn 
io the Colony and iH now at Sunny Bloom. l did employ him 
till L went to England at Clanwilliam. I then left him in 
charge with 11r. Proctor. The circumstances under which I 
purchased this man in 1821 wen·, that he ,vas ordered to h(' 
:.,old by the Landdrost and Heemraden of Tulbagh in consP-
4. uence of the ill uHage he had received from his Master John 
Nel, and the apprehensions entertained in the District of that 
person from his character made the Inhabitants unwilling to 
purchase him. There were no Bidders at the auction, and the 
Deputy Landdrost (:Mr. Bergh) afterwards di ·posed of him to 
me for 400 Rds. with consent of the Owner, who was desirom, 
of avoiding the Prison Charges. 

Does not your Grant of Land at Clanwilliam contain pro­
hibition to work or employ Slaves on your Location ? 

Reply. It does not, nor would l have accepted it with 
such a Clause, us no such prohibition was declared to me 
when I first came out to the Colony. 

What number of families do you think could be maintai1wd 
upon Captain Synnot's location ? 

Reply. I should conceive that fifteen familieH could be 
maintained upon it. ThC'rc are' 1-ieven familieR Rettled upon it 
at present. 

(Signed) ,f. lNGR,UI. 

Cape Town, 2:3rd April 1825. 

iWr. Ingram's examination continued. 

Have you a recollection of a dispute that took place between 
:\Ir. Parker and one of his Settlers named \Voodcock re:;peeting 
the boundaries of their location:-, ? 

Reply. I have a perfect recollection of it. 
Will you be so good as to Htate the circunu,tancc::i ? 
Reply. On 11r. Parker's arriving at Clanwilliam, being at 

variance ,\ith .\Ir. \\'oodC'ock, Ill' ,,rote him a L<>ttc>r pointing 
ut1t hiH boundaries for I ~00 acreK of L,u1<l to I)(' nH•,vt11·1·d off 
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from the Boundaries of the Land of :Mr. Albert van Wyk 
along the river, which before had been surveyed by Mr. Tulleken 
in the Gro:,;s. Before the re-measurement of -:\fr. '\Voodcock':-, 
lot of 1200 acre:-; took place. }Ir. Parker commenced building 
a House without l'on--;idC'ring whC'ther it might stand upon the 
Land that he had made over- to :\Ir. \Yoodcock. The latter 
and }Ir. Fryer, "ho was a partnn with him, had made a kind 
of temponry 1-iUl'\'ey of it th<>nu,elvc:-;. and they thc-n laid 
daim to }Ir. Parker's hou:-;c which 1-itood in a very prominent 
part of their Land, and which wa:-; tlwn about i-iix feet high. 
On thc-ir n•1n·e:-;pnting thi:-; to }Ir. ParkC'r ,Jnr., who was acting 
for hi:-; Uncle, he made a complaint to the Deputy Landdrost 
i\Ir. lkrgh. on which }Ir. Bergh declared that he could not 
act, a:-; he had no onkrn to nwaRm·c off Land for the Sdtler,; 
of ~Ir. Parker. HP spoke to lllC' upon the Rubject, and I 
rec·ommcndNl that there should lw no litigation, hut that }Ir. 
Tulleken the smTcyor should be t>mplo.vcd to meai-iurc off 
1200 acres of Land, aeeording to the terms of }Ir. Parker's 
Lettc>r and commencing from Yan Wyk\; boundary. This 
proposal wa:-; accepted by both Parties, and }Ir. Tulleken was 
Pmployed and made the 1-,urvPy, by which it was found that 
the hou,-e that Parker wat:i building considerably intruded upon 
the land of .:\Ir. Woodcock. When .:\Ir. Parker Senr. arrived, 
he accused -:\lr. Tullcken of not having pointed out to him the 
proper Boundarie:-i between his Location and that of Van 
Wyk. ~Ir. 'l'ullekcn answered that he had certainly pointed 
out the proper boundary of his and Van \Yyk's land to :'.\Ir. 
Parker in the presence of .:\Ir. Bergh and :'.\Ir. Shawe and 
sPveral otht>r settlers as well RS my8elf who were present. I 
have a pt>rfrd knowl<•dgP of thi:-- fad mysPlf, and tlrnt the 
BoundariC's so point <·d out W<'J'(' the Sttlll(' as those that :\Ir. 
Tu llt>k<·n took when lw n•mpa,;ured }Ir. \\' oodcock's lot. 

llas Van \Vyk consented to adopt tho,-c boundari<>,;. and do 
th(•y tlOW remain th<' t-anw ! 

l{Pply. He has consenfrd to adopt them, tht>y remain t]}(' 
sat1H' now, and wNe always hi,; BoundariPs. 

Was the Land that :\Ir. Woodcock daim<'cl valuabh• or 
good Land/ 

Rl•ply. I think that, it compos<•d tlw most valuable p,trt 
of thP valh•y. 
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Had Mr. Woodcock begun to cultivate? 
Reply. I don't believe that he had hirm;clf, but those with 

whom he was connected had begun. 
Had l\Ir. Parker cultivated any Land ? 
Reply. He had cultivated a small Portion. 
Had he collected any quantity of heavy goods fit for 

cultivation ? 
Reply. Certainly not. He had no waggon. 
Had he purchased Cattle or Stock ? 
Reply. I cannot tell that,. 
Do you know whether ~Ir. Parker had landed any Goods at 

Saldanha Bay when the Offer was made hy the Colonial 
Government to remove him and his party to the Eastern 
Coast of Albany ? 

Reply. He had certainly landed no goods at that time. 

(Signed) J. INGRAM. 

[Enclosure 2 in the above.] 

Evidence of CAREL, a Slave of MR. DE KLERK, to the 
C0'.\1!\llSSIONimS OF ENQUIRY. 

C.\.l'E Towr., 12th April 182/i. 

Where do you live ? 
Reply. I live at my l\Iastcr'H Mr. De K.lcrk in Boom 

Street. 
What trade do you follow ? 
Reply. I am a Ratldlcr and Uphobtcrer. 
\Vhcrc tlo you pmsuc your trade ? 
Reply. I generally work at Mr. Durham'1-1, hut I havP a 

room of my own wlH'rc I work by day ; at night r go to my 
Mastcr'H house. 

Do you cohabit with any female and have you any 
children? 

Reply. I live with a Slave of Mr. Fleck's and 1 have four 
children. 

Of what religion arc you ? 
Reply. I am a 1fahomedan. 
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Are your children of the same religion ? 
Reply. They have not yet a religion, but they attend a 

Christian school in Cape 'l'own. 
Have you an apprentice ? 
Reply. I have. 
What is his name? 
Reply. Paddy Farcl, he came to the Colony with l\Ir. 

Ingram. 
Is l◄'arel indentured to you ? 
Reply. ~ o, he i:,; indentured to 11r. Heyward, )Ir. Durham's 

clerk, but I paid the sum of 150 Rixdollan, to 11r. Ingram six 
months after the boy landed in the Colony, and in comidcration 
of this I am to have Farel's services for seven years and to 
feed and to clothe him during that time, and I am to teach 
him my trade. 

Is thi condition mentioned in the Indenture ? 
Reply. l do not know. 
Have you :\Ir. Ingram's receipt for the money ? 
Reply. I have. 
Arc the Father and l\Iother of Fare! in the Colony? 
Reply. They arc. 
Does the boy live with them ? 
Reply. No, he lives with me. 
Where? 
Reply. He gocR to the house of Mr. Fleck at night, where 

my wife and the children arc. He sleeps there, and comes to 
my room in the morning. 

Wlwrc doPs he take his dinner ? 
Reply. At my room. 
Docs ht> fl'O to Church on a Sunday ? 
Reply. )' c . 1 "end him to the Roman Catholic Chapel on 

,'un<lays. 
llow old i he ? 
Heply. About fom1Pcn or fifte<•n years old. 
Does lw go to 1-chool ? 
Reply. o, a man comp to the room every evening to 

t<>aeh him, and I pay for it. 
What sum do you pay your Master per month '! 
Hcply. Forty Dollars. 

(Signed) 
XXI. 

..\lark X of CAREL. 

2 o 
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Cape Town, 1st February 1824. 

Six months after date I promise to pay i\[r. John Ingram 
or order One hundred and fifty Rix Dollars for account of 
Charles Carrol, value received by him this 1st February 1824. 

(Signed) WM. HEYWARD. 

Endorsed : This note is for the Boy Paddy Farrel, which I 
give to Charles Carroll to learn the Art of Saddlery &c. 

(Signed) WM. HEYWARD. 

Received the contents for John Ingram. 

(Signed) EDMD. L. KIFT. 
August 18th 1824. 

Be it made known that I Patrick Farrel have of my own 
free will, and with the consent of my Father who is a party 
hereto, apprenticed myself for Seven Years to Mr. Wm. 
Heyward to learn the art of Saddler and Upholsterer from 
Charles Carroll, he paying Mr. John Ingram One hundred and 
fifty Rix Dollars my passage money, and said Charles Carroll 
to find me in Clothes, Diet, and Washing and Lodging fitting 
an Apprentice. 

Cape Town, 1st January 1824. 

(Signed) 

(Signed) PATRICK FARRELL X his mark. 
Wl\1. HEYWARD. 

DANIEL FARR ELL, 

J. INGRAM. 

True copies. 

(Signed) JouN GREGORY, Secretary. 

[Enclosure 3 in the above.] 

Evidence of JACOB VAN HEYDENRICK given to the 
COMMISSIONERS O]' ENQUIRY. 

Where do you live ? 
CAPE TOWN, 13th April 182fi. 

Reply. In Cape Town, at the house of a Shoemaker named 
Bruin. 
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What trade do you follow ? 
Reply. That of a Shoemaker. 

451 

Do you work on your own account ? 
Reply. No, I work for my 1Iaster Frederick Heydemick, 

who is a Lock Maker. 
Of what religion are you ? 
Reply. I am a "lahommedan. 
Have you ever employed any of .Mr. Ingram's Apprentices 1 
Reply. Ye., I have for a short time employed one of them 

named }lahoncy. A.bout six months ago • Ir. Ingram ca.me to 
me and enquired whether 1 wished to employ one of his men. 
I said T did. and upon his asking me how much I would give 
him (i\Ir. Ingram) per monlh, I replied that l could not employ 
him by the month, but I would pay him by .,he piece. To 
this arrangement _Ir. Ingram consented. .Mahoney only 
worked for me a few weeks, and became idle and drunken. 
At the end of three months .:\Ir. Ingram demanded from me 
Rd . 15 for the 3 months. I refused, saying that I had already 
paid .:\Iahoney for all the shoes he had made. This conver­
sation tool· place near the Fiscal's office, and dr. Ingram 
seizing me by the collar took me to the Landdrost's office. 
'l'hc Lnnd<lro, t however did not compel me to pay this money. 

igned) JACOB YAN HEYDENRICK X his mark. 

[Enclosure 4 in the above.] 

Evi<frnce. given by D • n:L l~E .. ·EoY t-0 the Co.otrssro.-ERS 
OF ENQUIRY. 

CAPE Tow:., 1 th April 1823. 

You nre orw of the p rsonH that came from Ireland to this 
Colony in the Ship Barro a \\ith. Ir. Ingram 1 

llcply. I nm. 
Where did you agre with him to come to this Colony ? 
ll ply. 1 agreed with him in tlw Uity of Cork and • i;;ncd 

un Indenture 1lwre. 
How long do you recollect that you signed the indenture 

bcforn the hip ailed . 
llcply. AlJout five months. 
l>id you live in the City of Cork / 

2 G 2 
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Reply. I did. 
Is it within your knowledge that a great many Individuals 

entered into agreements with )Ir. Ingram at Cork to accompany 
him to this Colony ? 

Reply. A great many did, al tho' they did not come afterward. 
Now what do you believe was the cause of their not coming 

out with him ? 
Reply. I believe that the people who came out to this Colony 

before had written to their friend:,; in Ireland giving a bad 
account of the Colony, and I have heard it stated that )Ir. 
Ingram had not a good character given of him, or that he had 
behaved well to his people. 

What was the account of the Colony that prevailed in and 
near Cork, and that you think operated in preventing the 
persons who had entered into agreement with )lr. Ingram 
from accompanying him ? 

Reply. The Account wat:i that the Colony was in a state of 
::;tarvation, and that the former Emigrants only wished the 
Government to send them to Van Diemcn':,; Land, or some 
other place out of the Colony. 

Did you never see any Letter from any of the Irish Emigrants, 
giving an account of tho high wages that \\ere given for Labour 
in the Colony ? 

Reply. 1 saw a Letter from one of tho~e pcrnomi \\ho had 
accompanied 1Ir. Ingram in his fin;t voyage, giving a favorable 
account of the state of thing , and that auy man of good 
behaviour could do \,ell here. I was myself encouraged to 
leave Ireland by the representation. 

Did you e\el' hear it reported in Cork that :\Ir. Ingram had 
put bad pro vi ion ou board the hip ? 

Reply. I did hear so, but L al o !ward that, they wen· 
rejected and ent back again. 

\Vere you present at the mu tcr of the men on hoard the 
Bcurossa at Cork ? 

Reply. .i.: To, I wa not, I did not arrive uutil the day aftpr. 
Do you think that there were any other per ons who came 

out with ~Ir. Ingram, that "ere not pre ent at the mu tcr '/ 
Reply. I think that there was a man and his wife and 

child, wt10 came down from Cork in the same lloat with me. 
What ar•• their name8 ? 
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Reply. ,John Caty, his wife and Child. He is a Cooper. 
Were there any persom1 prevented from leaving the Ship, or 

brought away against their o,vn consent~ 
Reply. l saw Two Men of the name of Roche who wanted 

to go on Shore ju t ns we were ready to sail and were prevented, 
the rca. on was that the wifo of one of them had been sent on 
shore. 

Are you sure that she wa the real wife of Roche ? 
Reply. I believe she wa , but I can't be ·ure as I wa, not 

acquainted with the people. 
Ho,\ <lid~ ou find the provi ·ion:; during the voyage ? 
lteply. The Dec£ and Pork , ere very good, as well a· the 

meal, but the Bi cnit and Rice ,\ere not good. 
Do you mean to :my that the whole of the Biscuit wa • bad, 

or only portion of it ? 
Reply. The whole wa not bn.d, only parts of it. 
From what part of Ireland do you thinl that the greater 

part of the People came that accompanied :\Ir. Ingram ? 
Reply. I think the greater part came from the County and 

City of Cork. 
Of what de:;cription arc they ? 
Reply. They con ist of Labourers and ,;\lechanics. 
Were the ,;\len ,,ho declined to accompany )Ir. fngram 

according to their agreements a better de ·cription than tho ·e 
who afterwards came out ? 

Reply. Certainly they were. 
Do you know your:;elf, or have you heard that the Catholic 

Clergymen u ·ed their influence to prevent the people from 
accompanying :\Ir. Ingram to this Colony ? 

Reply. I do not believe that the Clergyman ever did, but 
other people have posted up papen; on the outside of the Chapel 
gates, cautioning tlwm not to accompany :\Jr. Ingram. 

Whnt rea on did tlw paper contain for di uading the people 
from coming out ? 

Reply. 'l'hey pretended to givl' an account from a per,;;on 
, ho,;;e n me appear <l to the takment as well a his place of 
abode in Cove, stating that he had accompanied , Ir. Ingram 
before, that the Cape wa a Land of. lonsters and Starvation, 
and advised People at their peril not to come. 

You are a Catholic, I believe '? 
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Reply. I am. 
Did your Priest u e any influence to prevent you from 

coming out? 
Reply. Not in the least. 
Are you a Single ~fan ? 
Reply. I am. 
How long did you remain in Cape Town before you obtained 

a Situation ? 
Reply. About a fortnight or three weeks: 
\Vhat Sum did you pay ~Ir. Ingram for being relea:;ed from 

your Engagement to him? 
Reply. Three Hundred Ri. Dollar·. 
Did you pay it to him in Cash or by Instalments ? 
Reply. I paid him by instalments, all I could :;pare' of my 

monthly gains. 
\Vhat wages did you receive then, and what do you receive 

now? 
Reply. Fifty Rix Dollars per month. 
Do you believe this to be an ordinary rate of \\age· that iis 

given to Coopers ? 
Reply. I believe that sometimes more and sometimes less 

i<1 given, but the Demand fol' r.oopeni' Labour iH slaclr at thiH 
time of the year. 

Is board and Lodging included in your \\ 1tgc'- ? 
Reply. They are not. 
·what were the wages that you rccei vecl at Cork as a Cooper 

before you came away'? 
Reply. .For si.· days that we worked in the Cellarl:i we 

received One Guinea, when WC' "orl·ed in the ~hop it was hy 
the piece. 

Do you find that Proviisions and House Rent in Cape Town 
are Cheaper than they were at Cork '/ 

Reply. The Hou e Rent is dearer in Cap' 'l'o,,n, but tlw 
provisions are something cheaper ? 

Do you find that Clothes are dearer ? 
Reply. Nearly double the price. 
Do you think that it was generally understood by the parties 

\\ho signed Indentures to )Ir. Ingram that they would have to 
pay him the Sum of £30 for their passage in onkr to lw 
released from their engagement to him ? 
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Reply. l always understood that the Persons who Signed 
the lndenturcs would have to pay for their release, and the 
'um of £30 wm; alway inserted in the indentures that I have 

seen. 
,vhat is the general Condition of those who came out to the 

Colony in this lust Emigration ? 
Reply. Some of them are doing well, and some. are not. 
Do they complain of want of Employment 1 
Reply. They do. 
What do you eoncc-ive is the gc-ncral rate of House Rent ? 
Reply. A Single room cannot be obtained for less than from 

Si. to ten Dollars per month. 
ff you had any friends of your O\\ n in Ireland who were 

good :\lechanics and indu trious, would you advise them to 

come to the Cape ? 
Reply. L would advise a good Leather Currier to come out, 

but I think that in other Trades tlw demand for labor in Cape 

Town is fully :mpplied. 
(Signed) 

[Enclosure 5 in the above.) 

Evidence. given by DR. JoH. L u~G to the Co:mIISSIO~ERS 

OF ENQUIRY. 

CAPB TO,\':-,, lSth April 1 S25. 

You arc a surgeon in Cape '1'own, T believe 1 

Reply. 1 am. 
Have you bc<'n employed to attend the articled Servants of 

:\lr. lngram since their arrival in the Colony 1 
Rt>ply. l have. 
Do you attend ~uch of his Servants as arc tran ferrcd to th ' 

.·crviee of lndividual • ? 
Reply. ... o, l do not, I have been sent for hy a few persons 

who hn.ve hirt>d :\lr. Ingram's Servant::-., and 1 believe> it was 
their intention to <lt'duct the charge of my attendance from 
the Sum they had or were to pay to him. 

Do you know whether that ha been done or not 1 

Reply. [ cannot say. 
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Have many of }lr. Ingram's Servants who have remained in 
his employ been under your medical care ? 

Reply. A great many. 
What are their principal Complaints ? 
In last January and February many were :,,everely affected 

by Dy:,,entery, and in the hot Season this complaint was 
common, I ascribe it to their drinking cold water in the hot 
weather. 

Do you observe that they suffer from an immoderate use 
of wine or spirits ? 

Reply. They certainly do, but they are extremely strong 
and healthy, and if they were not so much addicted to drinking 
there would be little or no sickness amongst them. 

Are there many married women and Children amongst those 
whom Mr. Ingram has retained? 

Reply. There are several Women, but not many Children. 
How have they been lodged at :\fr. Ingram's? 
Reply. Not very well, I think. The Places are large, but 

one of the Houses was not water tight. They are now under­
going repair. Their sleeping places are long ranges of raised 
platforms. 

Is there any separate place allotted for the Sick ? 
Reply. When the Dyr:sentery prevailed I had a separate 

place allotted for the Patients, they arc now diRtributed in 
four Rooms. 

How many Persons do you think ,;l<'cp in · these four 
places ? 

Reply. About forty, I think. 
Are the married people separate from the unmarried ? 
Reply. They are general!), but there are two ExceptionR 

where Single men have bt>cn admitted amongst the marriPd 
ones by the consent of tlw latter. 

Of what Religion are Mr. Ingram's people ? 
Reply. They are almost entirely Catholics 
Are they well clothed ? 
Reply. Upon the whole they are not. 
Have any accidents occurred amongst them? 
Reply. None of a serious nature. 
Have any of them complained to you of short allowance of 

Food 1 
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Reply. They have frequently, as well as of the bad quality 

of their meat. 
Have you ever examined the meat yourself and observed 

what was the quality and condition? 
Reply. l ha vc examined it and once or twice I found the 

meat lean, but l have generally found it of good quality. 
Of what quality is the Bread 1 
Reply. It is brown bread, the same I believe that is used 

for Soldiers' Ration::;. 
Do you conceive that the Con:-;titutions or bodily powers of 

\1r. Ingram's people were affected by working in the Hot 

WeaLhcr? 
Reply. I do not think it was, I have seen some of them 

who worked a whole day during Hot Seasons without provisions 
(when they had been stopped for Drunkenness), and they did 
not appear to have suffered from it. 

(Signed) Jon - LAING. 

[Enclosure 6 in the above.] 

Evidence given by )lR. JonN INGRA.)1 to the Co:\nnssIONERS 

OF E~ QUIRY. 

CAPE ToWN, Thursday, 21st April 1825. 

Do you recollect to have had an interview with ~tr. W. 
Horton, the Under Secretary of State far the Colonial Depart­
ment, upon the subject of your success in the first Emigration 

to the ,..,ape of Good Hope ? 
Reply. l had several. 
Did you perceive that on any of these occasions )lr. Horton 

took notes of your Rtatements ? 
Reply. He did. 
Did he caution you against overstating the advantage that 

you had reaped from your fir ·t l~migration to this Colony ? 
Reply. I do not recollect that he did. 
Did you state to him that you had 7500 acres of Land at 

Clanwilliam, and if so be so good as to describe the allotments 

of which it consisted ? 
Reply. L stated that 1 had 7500 acre of Land at Clan-
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william, and they consisted of the Great and Small Partridge 
Vallies and Taaybosch Kraal 

Was it then under lease to your pre:-;ent Tenant ? 
Reply. It wa . 
Did you state to :\fr. W. Horton that you had Wheat and 

Rice upon 1000 acres of thiR Land that arc open for inigation ? 
Reply. I did not indeed. 
What then wa thP statement that you d1cl mal·e to Mr. 

Horton? 
Reply. I stated to him that I conceived I had a thou ·and 

acres which I could lead under watPr, having taken tl1P water 
levels with superior means, and that it was of the fine t Varroo 
Land. It is quite impossible that I could have said I hud a 
thousand acres under cultivation, \\ hen the "hole number of 
persons that were on my Estate inclU<ling myself amounted 
but to 27. 

Be so good as to look at the memorandum in }Ir. Horton's 
handwriting now shewn to you, containing the sub. tance of 
the information given to him by your elf, viv11 voce, and ·tate 
whether you recollect Mr. Horton's having made those notes 
in your presence. 

Reply. I perfectly recollect it. 
Can you state the quantity of ground that you had under 

cultivation ? 
l{eply. l do not recollect. 
Do you consider that the rt'maining part of your land that 

1s not fit for Tillage i good feeding ground for Catt! ? 
eply. Very good. 

How many }lerino Sheep had you ? 
Reply. Only a few, but I sold them before I went to 

England. 
Did you state it a your opinion to }Ir. W. Horton that the 

Clanwilliam Emigration had succeeded ? 
Reply. As far as n•garded tho e ,\ho remained there•, I did. 
Is it your opinion that }Ir. Sha,H' has succeedt>d in rlci1w 

Valley, or that he i likely to . uccccd there ? 
Reply. I think that if lw had been prud<•nt he \\otild hn.vP 

rc-aped the benefit of hi indu try. Ile ha uccPed1 d, but I 
fear the circumstance of his dome tic ituation ma' int rfcn• 
with hi:; prosperity. 
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Has Mr. Woodcock been successful 1 
Reply. :N"o, l do not think he has. He has not cultivated 

any Land. He resides in one of the out-offices at my house in 
the Partridge Valley. 

What were the steps that you first took in Ireland to secure 
your complement of Irish Emigrants for this Colony 1 

Reply. The firBt step 1 took after I had made my arrange­
ment:, with Government was to put an· advertisement in all 
the Cork Papers to the following effect : That such persons as 
felt inclined to cmigrn.te to the Cape of Good Hope with :\Ir. 
Ingram t-ihould bring with them a certificate from their clergy­
man or a magistrate, whether they were married or single, as 
it was my intention and the wish of Government, not to take 
away the Heads of FamiliPs and to leave their \Vives and 
Children as a hmthen on the Country. l ~ent a copy of this 
advertisement to .:\Ir. \V. Horton, who :-;ignified to me through 
.:\Ir. Robinson his approbation of the terms of the advertisement. 

Did many 1Jer:;ons apply to you in consequence of this 
advertisement ? 

Reply. An immen3e number applied. 
Were they of the description that met the terms of your 

Advertisement ? 
Reply. They wPre mot:it, certainly, and if they had come 

out with me they would have done credit to the country. 
What was the reason that prevented them from accom­

panying you ? 
Reply. Notices (f found) were posted up in the Roman 

Catholic Chapels, cautioning the people against coming out. 
Were any reasons given for this caution in these notices ? 
Reply. I am not aware of any. 
Arc you aware that any influence wa:,; used in Ireland to 

prevent the peopk from accompanying you to the Cape ? • 
Reply. 1 am positive that there was. 
Do you think that it procced<·cl from the Roman Catholic 

Prio -ts ? 
Reply. I have been told by Home of the people who gave 

me back their Indentures that they were prevented from 
accompanying me by their Priests. 

Was it ever suggested to you that you ought to have brought 
out with you a Roman Catholic Priest ? 
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Reply. No, it was not. If it had been suggested I certainly 
would have done so. 

Are you enabled to state the number of persons who dis­
appointed you after having signed the Indentures ? 

Reply. Not exactly, but they were from three to four 
hundred. 

What measures did you take to 8Upply their places '/ 
Reply. I was obliged to take those that offered indiR­

criminately, as the period for the ship's departure approached. 
Then you have reason to believe that you have not brought 

out with you as good a description of persons as those who 
first offered ? 

Reply. Certainly not. 
How did it happen that so many of the Indentures were 

signed at sea, altho' they were dated at Cork ? 
Reply. In consequence of a previous arrangement with the 

people, we found that many after signing the Indentures and 
living on board the ship were persuaded to, and did abscond, 
and to remedy this I agreed with the people that the Indentures 
should not be signed until the ship had unmoored. 

Have you reason to believe that the conditions of the 
Indentures were perfectly made known to the partieR before 
they signed them ? 

Reply. To every one of them. The clerk l had (11r. 
Freeman) spoke the native Irish remarkably well, and I made 
it a rule to give lihc Indentures to partic8 that they might take 
them to their homes to haw tlH·m explained by their Friends. 

Y0u arc aware that you arc deficient in the number of 
per::;ons that you contracted to hring out, by 50 ? 

Reply. I think about fifty. 
To what circumstance do you attribute that deficiency ? 
Reply. To the people running away. l wonlrl. have waited 

to have procured more, hut it was intimated to me that if I 
delayed Hailing until the Sunday a Priest would come on 
board and I should not have half the number. We sailed on 
Saturday morning at gun fire. 

\Yhy did you not apply to the magistrates of Cork to compel 
the people who had signed Indentures to perform their 
engagements. 

Reply. It would have been endless trouble, and I consultecl 
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a Lawyer upon the subject, who advised me against legal 
proceedings of the kind. 

Did you compel those who had signed Indentures and had 
received provisions and subsistence on board the ship to 
compensate you for their maintenance ? 

Reply. I did not. I do not think that any of them were 
able to pay me for it. I was obliged to give clothing to a 
great many. 

Is it your intention to make up the deficiency of your 
number by any future importation / 

Reply. It is. 
What number of persons w s mustered by the Agent of 

Transports at Cork before the ship sailed ? 
Reply. .Four hundred and seven. 
How does it happen that the deficiency is so groat in the 

number of those that arrived in the Colony? 
Reply. During the two nights that the vessel remained in 

Cove, after the inspection, a great many people made their 
escape. 

Did you apply for any assistance from the ships of war to 
prevent escape ? 

Reply. I did not, I thought that I had no authority to 
do so. 

What circumstances prevented the immediate departure of 
the ship after the inspection was made by the Agent of 
Tramports ? 

Reply. The ship only remained two days, and one day was 
consumed by the captain having to present some papers at 
Cork that he had left behind him. The' mu ·ter roll was called 
on a Wednesday and finished by four o'clock, and the ship 
·ailed on Saturday morning. 

Was there any delay on the part of the Agent of 'l'ransport:s 
in preparing and signing the Certificate ? 

Reply. None whatever. 
How many persons have died n.t the Cap Hmcc their 

anival ? 
llcply. Eight in all, i-c•ven of whom were in my service at 

the time. 
Have you duly infunrn:d the perHons to ,\hom you have 

assigned the services of your indentured servants that they 
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took upon themselves the performance of the conclitions into 
which you had entered ? 

Reply. I have uniformly. 
Was it so expressed in the document of transfer ? 
Reply. No, it was not. 
Have any of the Servants been hired by Dutch Inhabitants ? 
Reply. Several. 
Do you find that they make objection to work in families 

where there are Slaves ? 
Reply. I do not. 
Have you many of your Servants who now work for 

yourself ? 
Reply. About fifty. 
The remainder are then in the employ of others? 
Reply. They are. 
Have you reason to believe that they have changed their 

Hervice 1 
Reply. A few have. 
What sums of money do you require for the alienation of 

their services ? 
Reply. 300 Dollars for the Men, 200 for the Women, and 

150 fo1' the Children. 
Do you conceive that the present rate of wages in Cape 

Town enables them to make their payments regularly ? 
Reply. I do. Several that I know have paid in the sums 

due by them. I have given them certificates by which they 
have obtained passes. 

Are your people chiefly Catholics ? 
Reply. They are. There are not above 14 Protestants 

among the whole number I brought out with me. 
Do you find that the children are as eagerly sought after as 

the adult servants ? 
Reply. Boys and Girls from 12 to 14 years of age are most 

particularly sought after (principally for handicraft trades). 
I may mention one instance. One Dutchman, a carpenter by 
trade, has seven of my boys, and is even anxious to obtain 
more. 

Have you hired out many of your people to Government for 
the roads made over the French Hoek ? 

Reply. There were 15 l\Iiners there at one time and one 
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:Mason. That work is done, and they are now working for 
themselves in different parts of the Colony. 

What has generally given rise to the complaints that have 
been urged by your people, and that have led to so many 
prosecutions in the Court of Justice ? 

Reply. The prosecutions were generally brought on by 
those persons who had promised to sign Indentures on board 
ship and had refused to do so, and there were some persons 
otherwise well conducted who were instigated by these to 
oppose me. 

Have you made any difference in the amount of your demand 
for releasing individuals from their engagements, between 
those '"110 had and tho e who had not signed Indentures ? 

Reply. In the fin;t instance [ did not. I settled with several 
of them on the same terms when they found the Law was 
again, t them. There are however Seven of my People who 
have been the [nstigaton; of the opposition to me, and I 
determined to oblige them to pay more than the others who 
had signed Indentures. 

Upon what principle did you refuse to accept the same sum 
from those , ho had not signed indentures as that which had 
been stipulated for by others who did sign them ? 

Reply. Because I did not conceive it fair or ju ·t to place 
good and faithful men who would honestly fulfil their engage­
ments on a footing with such Tnccndiaries. 

Has the Court of J m;tice sanctioned your demand for higher 
terms from the ·e individuals '? 

Reply. They have never interfered, knowing that I have 
no other claim upon the people than for their personal 

services. 
Have you conceived your,elf authorized to employ the 

people at work to which from their trades and former habits_ 
they may have been unaecu tomed ? 

Reply. Certainly. I fully e.·plained to every Lndividual of 
tlwm in Cork that if they came out ,vith me they must under­
stand that they ,, ere to do very kind of work allotted to 
them. You" ill obs!'l'Ve that this ii; particularly expressed in 
tho lndentun•s. l told them at the same tiimc that they would 
find no difficulty in getting employment in their own trades, 
but that if they di<l not they would have to do labouring 

 

 



464 Records of the Cape Colony. 

work for me, and it was perfectly well known in Cork that I 
was constantly engaged in building. 

Have you considered yourself pledged by your engagements 
to provide suitable lodgings for the people 1 

Reply. Certainly, and you will find it provided for in the 
Indentures. 

Have any of the people complained to you of the Lodgings 
you have provided for them 1 

Reply. No, not to me, tho' I heard that one of the women 
had made such a complaint to the Commissioners of Inquiry. 
She with many others is to go into a new and comfortable 
house this day. 

(Signed) 

[Enclosure 7 in the above.] 

Evidence given by WILLIAM HAYWARD, EsQRE., to the 
COMMISSIONERS OF ENQUIRY. 

25th April 1825. 

Do you know Mr. John Ingram, lately a Settler in this 

District 1 
Reply. Yes (known to those who gave the following 

information). 
Of what description were the persons who came out with 

him in the first Emigration ? 
Reply. 1lr. Shawe, not acquainted with them, but believes 

of the usual composition of Mechanics and Labourer • 
Were there any Persons among them ,vho were capable of 

instructing Children or who acted in that capacity, and ditl 
any or many of ~Ir. lngram's party profess the Roman Catholic 

Religion? 
Reply. Mr. Shawe states that .Mr. Barry acted as School 

:Master. Captain Synnot confirms this and believes him to 
have been capable. A great many were Roman Catholics. 

How and where were they employed during the first year 
after they arrived ? 

Reply. Principally preparing for Building the House in 
Partridge Valley. Du Toit states also putting in order the 
water-course from Taay Bosch Kraal. 
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Can a supply of \\'ater be conveyed to the arable land of 
the Partridge Vallies during the whole year? 

Reply. Du Toit the occupant states, not at the Partridge 
Vallies, hut on the Land called Bloomfield as long as the Corn 
is on the ground, but this with difficulty; that is good Land, 
but lies on a Slope under a Karroo or Clay Hill. On Partridge 
Valley there is a small piece of good Land for Arable, which he 
is fearful to try, as he cannot water it. 

What quantity of Rice did it produce the first year, and 
what quantity do you conceive it capable of producing ? 

Reply. None in 1820 and 1821. Captain Synnot and :M:r. 
A. Bergh state that in 1822 l\lr. Bergh, then Deputy Landdrost, 
sowed in the Drostdy Garden ¼th of a Muid of Rice, according 
to his usual custom; this was transplanted out by Mr. Bergh's 
people into irr. Ingram's Land at Bloomfield. A return of the 
produce was made to the Colonial Office, and which l\;lr, Ingram 
offered for sale to the Colonial Government. 

What number of Cattle would the pasturage of the Two 
Vallies and the Taay Bosch Kraal bear during the year, and 
are they favourable to the breeding of Cattle or Sheep ? 

Reply. )Ir. Shawe thinks they could support about 80 
during the year. In general it is favourable for Breeding, tho' 
some losses have occurred from the Sponge Sickness. Du Toit 
states if the Season is favorable he can keep 100 Cattle the 
year round. He must then not sow, as the best ·winter 
Pasturage is the Karroo Hill, at the foot of which is the long 
;;trip of arable Land, being what is called Bloomfield, and 
which Arable ground is also the best Pasturage. The Cattle 
are ;iubject to a Sickness called the Sponge Sickness. Goats 
all perish. He has not much experience in breeding of Cattle, 
and he only keeps Sheep for his own consumption. A. Van 
Wyk thinks those Lands would support about 100 Head of 
Cattle the year round. 

Is the Climate of the District of Clanwilliam favorable to 
the constitution of European Labourern ? 

Reply. Shawe states the Climate of Clan William to be 
healthy. Captain Synnot thinks not, the Summer heal; is too 
opprc!'l ·i vc. 

Mem. It appeared to be very relaxing, the Heat in the 
valley of the Oliphant's River is excessive. 

XXI. 2 Il 
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Are the Climate and Soil of Clanwilliam favorable to the 
production of Wheat and other Grain ? 

Reply. Shawe thinks the Climate favorable. The Kleine 
Valley about 20 muids of wheat produced 200 muids, and 
without particular care. Were care used more might be grown. 
Du Toit states that in Partridge Valley there is a small piece 
of good Land, which he is fearful to try, a~ he cannot water it. 
Bloomfield is fair land, can be watered, but ]ies on a slope. It 
is stated by several that the average gain is 20 for 1, they 
u ually sow at the rate of ½ muid on one :\lorgen. Irrigation 
is the only manure, there is no Corn Cultivation carried on 

without it. 
How many )1uids of Corn or other Grain were produced thi' 

year in the Partridge Vallies by the Tenants of :\lr. Ingram / 
Reply. Du Toit the Occupant states that 'l'hree )luids of 

·wheat were sown, which returned about Sixty 1luids. One 
Muid of Rye Sown and Eleven returned. Half muid of Barley 
sown and sixteen returned. Three .Muids of Oats sown and 
One Hundred returned. All sown on the Land called Bloom-

field. 
What is the rate of wages given to an European Labourer? 
Reply. one at the Drostdy. Native Labour 4 Skillings 

and Food. 
What is the rate of wages of a mechanic at present in the 

Drostdy? 
Reply. Two to three Rix Dollar::, according to their merits, 

and food. 
What were the terms of purchase between ... lr. Ingram and 

.Mr. Shawe for the Kleine Valley Estate? 
Reply. Two thousand five hundred Rixdollar~. )Jade 

further purchases of 150 Acres from 'l'. Uret•nwc]l for 1500 
Rixdollari:;, which is the best corn Land in the valley, and 
of 100 acres from J. Hore for 300 Rixdrs. 

Has 1lr. Shawe succeeded in the cultivation of this property, 
and what are the great ob tacles that he has found oppo ed 
to it ? 

Reply. Yes, He cannot complain. 
What quantity of this Land is Arable and capable of 

irrigation ? 
Reply. 1lr. Shawe state' none to be Arable but what is 
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capable of irrigation, in all about 150 Acres. In most years he 
can irrigate, it is only in very dry seasons that he cannot. It 
is found that )1r. Shawe posse ses little or no means, either in 
money or agricultural Stock and Implements. He let his 
Land the last Season to a native Inhabitant, A. van Wyk 
Junior, to whom it was considered best to have recourse for 
the desired information. He states the hiring was from May 
1824 to the Autumn ()larch) 1 25. The terms were a payment 
of 200 Rds. and 16 .i\Iuids of Wheat. The Tenant had liberty 
of range for 60 Cows. The produce of half of 40 of which was 
to be given to )1r. Shawe and a further payment of 3 Skillings 
per month for the other half. The remaining 20 being kept 
on the Land for farming purposes were pastured free of charge. 
The produce was 8 Calves, 170 Rds. of Oat Hay sold, 200 
1\luids of Wheat, 30 )luids of Barley, 10 )luids of Rye. A 
new arrangement for the ensuing season was also about to be 
made between the parties. Joint Cultivation was to be the 

principle of it. 
What number of families does he think it could subsist 1 
Reply. Mr. Shawe thinks ahout 30 persons, as one family, 

not 30 Persons possessing separate allotments, and specially 
states labour of the Country, and not Europeans. He would 
be glad to have under him 40 Persons. 

\Vhut is the number of Persons now remaining in the District 
of Clanwilliam that originally emigrated in the year 1820 1 

Reply. By the Landdrost's returns there are 12 men, most 
having families, and three unmarried women in the District. 
There are now remaining on the Lands Shawe, :McCleland, 
Du Toit, Tenant to Ingram, Synnot. 

To )1r. Du Toit : 
What was the value of the Stock that 1\lr. Ingram left with 

you at his Departure for England, and of what did it consist. 
Sp cify the kind of stock, and the value of each head at that 

period? 
Reply. Twenty or Twenty Two Head, Cows, Heifers and 

Calves. Two Spanish Ewes, ,vhich Ingram gave to Du Toit's 
Daughter, but which at the request of Ingram on his return to 
the Colony were returned to him in November last. States 
that be made no Calculation as to the value of this Stock, but 

the Cows were old. 
2 H 2 
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State what you think to be the value in Rix Dollars of the 
Rent you now pay in kind to Mr. Ingram for the Partridge 
Vallies and Taaybosch Estate ? 

Reply. Du Toit states he had never made a Calculation. 
Mem. The price of an ox is 25 to 30 Rix Dollars, Cows 12 

to 15 Rix Dollars. 
What do you conceive their Extent to be? Have they been 

measured and surveyed, if so, state by whom ? 
Reply. Du Toit thinks that he has command over 3000 

Morgen. 
:Ufom. It has been measured and surveyed by Mr. Tulleken, 

and contains 3691 1Iorgen, 398 square Roods. Extracted 
from Entry in Office Book. The Copy of the Diagram shews 
that the proprietor can command a large Space, about 2000 
)Iorgen of Karroo, Winter Pasturage. It is the Hill and its 
Summit, directly opposite Clan-William to the East. 

Have any of the Offers made in Advertisement of 11r. Ingram 
for the Lease of Erven of Lands near the Subdrostdy been 
accepted, and have any houses been built ? 

Reply. None ever heard of. No houses have been built. 
Had :Uir. Ingram any Timber at the time that he made these 

offers that would have enabled him to have supplied the 
quantity of wood that he tendered ? 

Reply. Captain Synnot states that he purchased the whole 
for 500 Rix Dollars, and which was of very inferior quality, 
and proved to be a very bad purchase. 

Is the House that ~Ir. Ingram built a large one, and of what 
materials is it constructed ? 

Reply. It is a long Building in the Cottage Style, divided 
into several Rooms, it is very indifferently constructed with 
stone from the .neighbourhood and covered with Thatch. 

The foregoing, collected by me at Clanwilliam in :;\larch 1825. 

(Signed) W~L HAYWARD. 
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[Copy.] 

Letter from, the Commissioners of Enquiry to the 
Landdrost of Worcester. 

469 

CAPE TowN, 3rd June 1825. 

Srn,-\Ve have the honor to enclose to you certain Interro­
gatories, which we request that you will take the trouble of 
proposing at your c>arlicst convenience to ::\Ir. Tulleken, the 
Surveyor of your District, after administering an oath to him 
to declare tlrn Truth. 

\Ve have likcwii-;c the honor to call your attention to the 
answers given by .,Jr. Tullckc>n to former interrogatories that 
we proposed to him upon the same subject, which were not 
taken upon Oath, nor in our prmience. \Ve regretted to find 
from the contradictions, that you will observe between Mr. 
Tullekcn 's answers to the first and second set of Interrogatories, 
that he had renderc>d it c>s. c>ntially necessary that we should 
interrogate him further, both with a view to reconcile those 
contradictions and to enable us to compare his account of the 
Transaction with those that we received from others who were 
Eye \Vitne:;ses of it. We accordingly requested his attendance 
on the 20th Ulto., but a· he has produced to us a medical 
Certificate of his inability to take a journey on Horseback to 
Cape TO\vn, we have deemed it expedient to request your 
assistance in obtaining his answers. After that object has 
been Ratisfied we beg leave to request that you would take an 
Opportunity of pointing out to ~Ir. Tullckcn the Discrepancy 
that exists between hi fir't and second answer;;, and to inform 
him that if he should not be able to afford us a satisfactory 
explanation, we shall feel it our Duty, in accounting for the 
great delay that has occurred in com,equence of ::\Ir. Tulleken':::; 
want of accuracy, to submit his conduct to the notice of His 
, Iajcsty's Secretary of State. \Ve have &c. 

(Signed) JOHN TII0)1AS BIOGE, 

WILLIA)[ 11. G. COLEBROOKE. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from 1\1R. CHRISTOPHER TENNA T to the LORDS OF THE 
TREASURY. 

1 OLD BROAD STREET, 3rd June 18~5. 

:\fr LoRDs,-In October last a Whaling Ship the Nereid. 
Captain Giles Wade, belonging to me, left Table Bay at the 
Cape of Good Hope, two days after the Vessel had been at sea 
the Master discovered a stranger on board who stated his name 
to be Alexander Stuart, who passed by it until the Ship arrived 
in London last month, he now goes by the name of James 
Scott and resides at 15 Old London Street Fenchurch Street, 
and I understand that during the passage here he confessed he 
had been engaged with a }Ir. Edwards who is transported 
from the Cape for writing libels on Lord Somerset the Governor. 
What other offences he may have committed in the Colony l 
am not aware of, but being satisfied he is a dangerous character, 
I think it my duty to apprize your Lordships of the circum­
stance. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHRIS TR. TENN ANT. 

[Original.] 

Letter from LORD CHARLES SOMERSET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE OF Goon HOPE, 5 June 1 25. 

)ly LoRD,-In reply to Your Lordship's Despatch of the 
22nd November 1824, No. 132, I have the honor to transmit 
to Your Lordship detailed Explanations of the reai-,ons by 
which I was governed in incurring the various Items of 
Expenditure appearing in my Accounts for the year 1819, to 
which Your Lordship is not prepared to give your sanction 
without further elucidation upon the subject. 

If among them there appear any payments which could not 
without serious prejudice to the Service have been referred for 
Your Lordship's previous sanction I have to crave Your 
Lordship's pardon for the omission or for not having imme-
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diately reported them. I trust however that the Explanations 
I have afforded will remove every Impediment to their being 
admitted and I feel that I may confidently assure Your 
Lordship, that the Regulations I have now established in 
every Department of this Government on the Head of Expen­
diture cannot fail to ensure in future the most punctual 
observance of the Treasury Regulations. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SOMERSET. 

fEnclosure in the above.] 

Detailed Explanation of the Reasons for incurring the Under­
mentioned Items of Expenditure appearing in the Accounts 
of the Government of the Cape of Good Hope for the year 
1819, called for by EARL BATHURST in His Lordship's 
Despatch of the 22nd November 1824. 

____ AP_r_oi_nt_m_en_ts_ •• ____ 
1
_D_a_te_of_A_PP_o_in~e_nt_. l 

1. A Wharfmaster at Cape Town 1 April 1819 . . 
2. Clerk to do. 
3. " . • • 
4. Commandant at Robben Island . 
5. An Instructor at Kookfontein in 

the Division of Beaufort . 

Remarks. 

" 27 August 1819 

5 March 1819 

Salary. 

Rds.3,500 
720 
720 

lOs. stg. per diem 

Rds.700 

1, 2, and 3. The Income arising from this Branch of Revenue 
on an average of the last Four years amounts to nearly Rds. 
19,000 annually, the average charges of this Establishment to 
Rds. 4,940, thus leaving a clear annual profit of Rds. 14,060. 

4. The frequent attempts to escape that were made by the 
convicts confined on Robben Island called for the immediate 
adoption of some measure by which the evil might be prevented. 
The most obvious policy was to place the Island in charge of a 
Commandant who would not only attend to the Security and 
conduct of the convicts and apportionate their Labour, but 
also see that their treatment and Supplies were such as were 
fitting. The result has proved the Wisdom of the measure. 
The Officer selected was Captain Petrie of the 60th Regiment 
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(since dead). The discrepancy in his Christian name probably 
occurred from some Clerical Error. The present Commandant 
is Lieutenant John Humphries on the half Pay of the 72nd 
Regiment, who married a Colonial and is master of the 
language. 

5. In the hope of Promoting Civilization amongst the Native 
Tribes in this quarter, upon a similar plan to that adopted by 
)Iessrs. Thomson and Brownlee amongst the Kaffcrs. He 
however failed in his endeavours and the appointment was 
discontinued on the 13th April 1821. 

Pensions. 

1. .Member of the late Insolvent Estates Chamber, C. Nelson, 
(died on the 19th April 1824) from January 1819, Rds. 1,125. 

2. ::\!ember of the late Insolvent Estates Chamber, J . .F. 
Serrurier, from January 1819, Rds. 1,125. 

3. Landdrost of George, A. G. van Kervel, from 1 October 
1819, Rds. 2,000. 

Remarks. 

1 and 2. My Dispatch of the 28th December 1818 will 
explain the new arrangement proposed for this office, from 
which a saving of Rds. 5,400 was eventually to accrue to the 
Public. The Auditor::; of Colonial Accounts remark that the 
saving is almost wholly absorbed by the Pensions of the 
retired members of the old chamber. It was impo:-;;;iblc to 
dismiss old Servants whose long and faithful services gave 
them strong claims to consideration without making some 
provision for them. It is presumed that the Stipend afforded 
them, Rds. 1,125 or £84 7s. 6d. per annum, is as small as it was 
decorous to offer them. 

3. This officer being totally incapacitated from performing 
any Official or Public Duties from age and very foc,ble health, 
claimed the usual retirement of a Landdro:-;t on the score of 
long and faithful services. 

Increased Salaries. 

1. The Postmaster, Cape Town, R. Crozi r, l H December 
1819, from Rds. 2,500 to Rds. 5,000, 
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2. Clerk to the Postmaster, Cape Town, M. J. Onkruidt, 
16 December 1819, from Rds. 900 to Rds. 1200. 

3. Postmaster, Graham's Town, F. Staedel, 29 November 
1819, from Rds. 150 to Rds. 300. 

Remarks. 

1. When His .Majesty's Postmasters General withdrew their 
commission of Deputy Postmaster General from this Colony, 
it was indispensable to provide for the performance of the 
foreign branch of this Department. The Postmaster's Salary 
was increased to Rdt>. 5,000 (£375) per annum, on his under­
taking both duties. It must be observed that the Duties as 
well at> the Revenue of thit> office had rapidly encreased, and 
that Mr. Gall's Salary (the present Postmaster's Predecessor) 
wat> £500 Sterling per annum. The following is a comparative 
Statement of the Post Offiee Revenue in 11r. Gall's time and 
the present, which provet> the extem;ive Encrease of Duties as 
well as the large augmentation in that Branch of Revenue. 
1814, Rds. 6,381 2; 1815, Rds. 9,193 4; 1823, Rds. 26,846 2 2; 
1824, Rds. 27,490 6 4. 

2. 1'his Encrease was quite indispensable. The situation is 
one of trust as well as of constant attendance and confinement, 
and it cannot be supposed that a Person in whom confidence 
can be placed can be found for such Duties at a Less Salary 
than Rds. 1200 or £90 Sterling per annum. I consider him 
greatly underpaid at present. 

3. 1'his encrease only placed the Postmaster at Graham's 
Town on a footing with other Postmasters. The Population 
there being English the correspondence is nearly tenfold 
greater than at other Stations. 

U nfi:red Contingencies exceeding in amount Two Hundred 
Pounds Sterling. 

l. Articles supplied and repain, done to the Wharf at Cape 
Town, Rds. 2,687 6 2. 

2. Repairs to the Wharf at Simons Town, Rds. 4,138 5. 
3. Alterations and repairs to the Town Prison. Rds. 2,250. 
4. Erecting a Stair case in the entrance of the Court Hall, 

Rds. 2,352. 
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5. Expenses incurred in conveying the Governor to Algoa 
Bay and for several detachments of Troops to and from that 
place, Rds. 5,440 1 0½. 

6. Purchase of a House and Premises at Graham's Town, 
Rds. 12,000. 

7. Purchase and equipment of the Government Schooner 
Agnes and Sloop Buckbay Packet, Rds. 21,234 5 31. 

Remarks. 

1. The state of the Wharf at the period when these repairs 
were undertaken was such that if any delay had occurred until 
a previous reference could be made for a regular authority for 
incurring the charge, dilapidation would have proceeded rapidly, 
and the ultimate expense been considerably increased, and the 
public would have been deprived of that accommodation for 
which they paid a considerable Duty under the Article of 
Wharfage. 

2. As Wharfage Duty was established justice to the Public 
demanded the necessary Repairs to the Wharf. 

3. Reported indispensable by the Fiscal, who is at the head 
of the Police. 

4. The inconvenience arising from the want of a stair case 
at the Public Offices, there being no means of communication 
with the Apartments on the first floor, except by a flight of 
Steps inconveniently placed, rendered this addition necessary. 

6. The Expense charged for the Passage of the Governor 
and Suite to and from Algoa Bay was an allowance (£100 
Sterling) made to each Captain, not exceeding the Scale fixed 
by the Admiralty. The Governor was proceeding to Caffraria 
for the purpose of making peace with the Cafiers, which he 
most sucee ·sfully effected. His Expenses by Land would have 
been more than double. The remainder of this charge, viz. 
Rds. 3,240, was for sc•rvices connected with the prosecution of 
the Caffre War, and indispensable for the prosecution of that 
important Service. 

1,j_ ThiR Hou::ie was purcha::;ed by the Government and 
appropriated at that time to the use of Lieut. Colonel WillRhir<', 
the Commandant of the .Frontier. lt was aft<'rwards given 
over to 11ajor Jones by the Colonial Government, and has 
subsequently been the Re:-;idence of the respective Lauddrosts. 
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When the Drostdy House shall be finished it will contain all 
the necessary offices not included under the Roof of the 
Drostdy and a great expense in hiring incommodious Buildings 
for the Public Offices be saved to the Public. 

7. The circumstances relating to the purchase by auction of 
the Schooner Agnes, late La Bylphe (which was condemned as 
Prize) have been fully detailed. to Lord Bathurst in my 
Despatch of the 1st December 1819. She was purchased in 
order to be employed on the Coast to replace the only vessel 
belonging to the Colonial Government, the Isabella, which had 
been unfortunately lost. In consequence of the condemnation 
of this Vessel (as Prize) having been reversed by the Authorities 
in England, :-;he was restored to France, and 11r. Courtenay 
was directed to receive tlw amount. It is credited in Mr. 
Courtenay's account on the 2nd September 1820. In authorizing 
the purchase of a Sloop to be employed bet,veen Buel- Bay 
and Table Bay, my object was lo check unwise Expenditure. 
Lime being continually required from Buck Bay for the repair 
of Government Buildings it wa considered more economical 
to make this purchase than to hire freight at the exorbitant 
rate frequently demanded. 

( igned) CHARLES HENRY SmrnRSET. 

[Copy.] 

Letter from LORD CHARLES So::-.IERSET to the Co?>rm SIONERS 

OF ENQUIRY. 

~EWLANDS, 6th June 1825. 

GE."'l'LE:\lE ·,--A conversation I had with :\Ir. Goulburn 
when I was in England, having impressed me with the con­
viction that garl BathurHt'H sanction to the rebuilding of 
Newland had been srnt here during my absence from the 
Uovernmcnt, I have inadvrrtently been led to authorise from 
time to time the e.·penditure incurred thereon, as ·well as the 
repair:; to it which have since become necessary, and par­
ticularly also those to the out-buildings which :miiered very 
material damage in July 1822, and the subsequent winters. 
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I was not aware of the error I had thus committed, until a 
few days since, when on being about to transmit the Accounts 
of this Government for 1824, I discovered that no specific 
authority had been received, and that consequently I had 
involved myself in a very heavy responsibility, the unfixed 
contingencies in the Accounts of this Government for the 
years 1822, 1823, and 1824, not having been made up according 
to the Instructions of the Lords Commissioners of His :;\lajesty's 
Treasury. 

Under these circumstance::; it is an object of great importance 
to me that some other testimony than my own assertion 
should satisfy Earl Bathurst, that neither ornament nor 
embellishment have been introduced in the Buildings at 
Newlands, and that the nature and extent of them (if even 
considered adequate) do not exceed the measure of proper 
accommodation for the Governor of this Colony, and feeling 
as I do that no testimony would be so valuable or acceptable 
as yours, I take the liberty of soliciting you to inspect the 
Buildings at Newla.nds, with a view of forming an Opinion 
upon the points above alluded to. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SOMERSET. 

--------------

[Copy.J 

Ordinance of HIS EXCELLENCY THE GovERKOR IN COUNCIL, 

for mal:,-ng British silver inoney a legal tender in discharge 
of all debts due to individuals and to Govemment, at the 
rate of one shilling and sixpence for each paper rix dollar. 

Whereas His .\lajesty's Government has determined to 
establish the British currency as the circulating medium of all 
the colonial possessions of the Crown, and has further been 
pleased to order and direct that the British silver money shall 
be a legal tender in this colony, in discharge of all debts due 
to individuals and to the public, at the rate of one shilling 
and sixpence for each paper rix dollar, and so in proportion 
for any greater or less sum; 

His Excellency the Governor in Council is pleased to enact 
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and declare, That from and after the date of this proclamation 
or ordinance, British silver money shall be a legal tender in 
this colony, in discharge of all debts due to individuals and to 
the public, at the rate of one shilling and sixpence for each 
paper rix dollar, and so in proportion for any greater or less 
sum. 

His Excellency in Council has in consequence issued the 
necessary instructions that a Table or Scale shall be printed 
forthwith, specifying the relative value of the paper rix dollar, 
and of all the lesser proportions thereof, with British money, 
in order to regulate the payment of the established government 
duties, fees, &c. until such time as new schedules of duties, &c. 
shall be made out. 

The Governor in Council is further pleased to order and direct, 
That from and after the 31st of December next, all heads of 
departments in this colony, and all other civil servants therein, 
shall render their accounts in British money; and that all 
contractr:; entered into, or purchases effected by the civil 
departments for the public service, after that date, shall also 
be made in British money. 

And that no person may plead ignorance hereof, this will be 
published and affixed in the usual manner. 

God save the King. 

Given at the Cape of Good Hope this 6th day of June 1825. 

By command of llii:; Excellency the Governor, 

(Signed) R. PLASKET, Secy. to Governmt. 

By order of the Council, 

(Signed) P. G. BRINK, Actg. Clerk of the Council. 

[Original.] 

Letter from LORD CHARLES SobrnRSET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE OF Goon HoPE, 7th June 1825. 

}1Y LORD, -ln the Despatch I did myself the honor to 
address to Your Lordship on the 25th of October last No. 120, 
l detailed to Your Lordship the arrangement l had made for 
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the performance of the Clerical Duties at Graham's Town and 
those to the Military at Cape Town until Your Lordship's 
pleasure was known. 

I have now the honor of stating that the Reverend Mr. 
Collison has this day informed me that it will not be in his 
power to continue his Services as :Military Chaplain beyond 
the expiration of the present month. 

Under these circumstances I have to solicit Your Lordship 
to send out a Clergyman to relieve the Reverend Mr. Ireland, 
who cannot relinquish his Military Service, a1:, by so doing he 
would forfeit the benefit that will eventually accrue to him 
from his long Service in that Department. 

I am happy to say that the general harmony and good feeling 
which has prevailed at Graham's Town since my visit there, 
has rendered it by no means an ineligible residence for a 
clergyman of respectability. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SOMERSET. 

[Original. J 

Letter from LORD CHARLES SOMERSET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, 8th June 1825. 

MY LORD,-1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
Your Lordship's Despatch No. 127, of the 24th October last, 
enclosing copy of a communication which had been received 
from the Treasurer of the London Missionary Society, on the 
subject of the Lands prayed for by Doctor Philip on behalf of 
the Bethelsdorp Institution, and I have to acquaint Your 
Lordship that I have authorized the Lands in question to be 
given over to the Superintendent of the Missionary Society at 
Bethelsdorp, Mr. KiLchingman, for the use of Lhc Hottentots 
of that Institution. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SOMERSET. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from LORD CHARLES SOMERSET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE OF GooD HOPE, 8th June 1825 . 

.i\fy LORD,-With reference to the dispatch which I had the 
honor to address to Your Lordship under date the 31st }larch 
last, on the affair::; of Albany, and especially on the subject 
of the new Town and m,tablishment at the Kowie }Iouth, now 
called Port :Frances, I have to apologize for having omitted to 
report to You therein that I had authorized a small Schooner 
to be built for that Port, of a size to admit of her going over 
the Bar. 

In September last the Harbour Master at the Kowie suggested 
that an additional Schooner should be built for that Station to 
facilitate the loading and unloading of Vessels resorting thither. 
It was originally proposed to have it constructed on the spot, 
but upon consideration that it could be effected in Cape Town 
much cheaper, that plan was abandoned, and the Deputy Port 
Captain was authorized to advertise for Tenders, and to 
accept the lowest, which was at the rat-3 of Two Hundred and 
forty nine Rixdollars per Ton. The Schooner is now com­
pleted, and admeasures Thirty Tons, so that the whole expense 
comes to Seven thousand four hundred and Seventy Rix­
dollars. I must therefore solicit Your Lordship's sanction to 
the same. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SOMERSET. 

[ Original. J 

Letter from LORD CHARLES 1 0:\1ERSET to EARL .BATHURST. 

C PE OF GOOD HOPE, 8th June 1 25. _ 

)ly LoRD,- ln reply to Your Lordship's Despatch No. 129 
of the 26th October last, enclosing a Memorial from the Widow 
of Captain Sparkes, late of the Royal African Corps, praying 
for remuneration for losses sustained by Her late Husband at 
l1'rederiksburg, I have the honor to inform Your Lordship that 

 

 



480 Records of the Cope en/ony. 

a grant of Land has been made to Mrs. Sparkes in the district 
of Albany, where she resides, as a compensation for the losses 
stated to have been sustained by her late Husband. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SmrnRSET. 

[Original.] 

Letter from LORD CHARLES SOMERSET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPD, 8 Jime 1825. 

MY .LoRD,-Mr. Robert Knox of Scarborough who commands 
a Trader (The Luna) between this Port and London lately 
brought me a Letter of Introduction from the Duke of Rutland 
assuring me of his respectability and of the Science he had 
evinced in the opinions he had given relative to the Mole in 
the Harbour at Scarborough. 

Mr. Knox communicated to me his wish to be permitted to 
survey and take Soundings of Table Bay with a view to ascer­
tain the practicability of constructing a mole in it capable of 
admitting 5th Rate men of War and even Line of Battle Ships 
if lightened of their Guns. 

Of course I readily availed my::ielf of 1lr. Knox':; Services 
and have now the honor to transmit his Report on the Subject 
to Your Lordship with Mr. Knox's Plan. I attended }Ir. 

Knox to th~ Spot and he appears a sensible, cautiom; and 
scientific man, and the best proof of his not being actuated by 
interested or speculative motives is that He did not solicit to 
be at all employed in the work, nor even to demand or expect 
the slightest remuneration for the Trouble and Expcnce 
incurred in his Surveys of the Bay. 

There can be no Question of the magnitude of tho Benefit 
that would accrue to this Settlement could this Improvement 
to Table Bay be successfully accomplished. At tho same 
time should Your Lordship consider the measure proposed 
worthy of your favourable consideration l would venture to 
recommend that a Civil Engineer of reputation should pro-
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vionfilY be Rent out to ascertain if succeRs would be certain . . 
and to Estimate also the Expcnce with accuracy. 

Your Lordship will perceive that :\fr. Knox calculatcH upon 
the labor of Convict,;, indeed it iH by such means alone that it 
could be accompfo;hed here, the Sc'l.rcity of Labor in the 
Colony cncreascri daily and the work could never be completed 
by Labor within the Colony. The subject of employing 
Convicts from 1£ngland at this place is one that I have long 
wished to suhmit to Your Lordship. The labor of from three 
Hundred to Five HundrC'd Convicts employed in making 
Roads and opening communications with the Interior would 
give a 1ww f 'aturc to the Capabilitic:,; of the Colony and bring 
incalculable lw1wfitH with it. A proportionate Military Force 
(part of which should bC' Cavalry, the whole Country being 
entirely open) would effectually secure them from desertion. 

Convicts could be fed here infinitely cheaper than in Ne\\ 
1 'outh \Vales, and a very considerable Sum would in the first 
instanee be saved by the Comparative shortnc ·s of the Voyage. 

l have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SmrnR ET. 

[Enclosure in the above.] 

C<\PE OF Goon HoPE, May 10th 1 25. 

To the Secretary to the Government of the Cape of 
Uood Hope. 

Sm, - Having, by pcrmi sion, made a Survey, and taken 
SonndingH round the \Ve,-tern Shore of Table Bay, I can now 
more confidently discuHs my propositions, to His Excellency, 
on the practicability, c,;timate of expence, the necessity and 
mean,; of constructing a, ,;afc and commodious :\lolc or Harbour 
in 'l'ahlc Bay, for general commercial purpoHes; the admi,;sion of 
Fifth-rate ~len of war, and probably for line of battle hips, 
wlwn lightened of their Guns an<l StorcH; wherein they might 
be repaired, with facility, in the greatest S curity, and that 
Docks might be constructed within the cnclo 'Cd area for that 
purpo e. 

In order to begin at the right end of diAeus. ion, it may not 

XXI. 
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be improper to preface this Report with an essay shewing the 
necessity for such a Harbour or Mole in Table Bay. Indeed 
upon this subject there can be no controversy. 1£ we take a 
survey of every Port in His Majesty's dominions, and compare 
their importance with the great commercial and increasing 
importance of the Cape Colony, Table Bay will be found, in 
the Winter Season, the most dangerous loading and delivering 
Port and anchorage in the world. It is indeed really appalling 
to the most stout hearted sailor, when riding here with his 
Bark, amidst foam and broken waves rolling unimpeded many 
hundred miles from the ocean, with an awful prospect under 
his lee, there being no outlet to run through as from the Downs 
and Yarmouth Roads, or from Plymouth Sound, into Bat 
water, or Hamose. But, here he must ride, until his vessel 
founders; or which is equally fatal, if she parts from her 
anchors, she is dashed to pieces upon the Shore. 

lt was in this Bay that the Sceptre of 64: guns, in 1799, 
broke from her moorings and drowned all her crew, and since 
that period there is a long catalogue of ships wrecked and 
lives lost, in Table Bay. It is doubtless, on account of the 
dangerous anchorage in this Bay, during the Winter months, 
that the less convenient position, in Simon's Bay, is appointed 
the general anchorage and rendezvous, both in the Summer 
and Winter Season, for His Majesty's Ships of War. 

During the time of the Dutch period at this Colony Table 
Bay was deserted from the 10th May until the approach of 
Spring; and British Ships many years after followed their 
example, by shifting round the Cape to Simon's Bay, during 
the prevalence of the North and North WeRt winds. But as 
the commerce of the Colony has increased to a great magnitude 
since the Dutch period, and Simon's Bay being altogether 
unavailable for commercial purposeR, Ships now frequent 
Table Bay all the year round ; and it is a melancholy truth 
that scarcely any great Northern gale occurR, without driving 
some of them upon the Strand. Indeed in the present un­
sheltered state of the Bay, Shipwrecks must become more 
common as the commerce of the Colony and that of the East 
Indies increases, by bringing more ships to it. 

Passing over the numerous Shipwrecks, since the lm,s of the 
Sceptre in 1799, and even those in the re.cent tcmpe8tuous 
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Winter of 1822, I select the casualties of the shipping anchored 
in Table Bay during the Winter 1fonths of 1824, because it was 
comparatively moderate, and being myself in my own Vessel, 
anchored in the Bay, the greater part of this time. 

Three smart gales between North and North-West, (but no 
great storm) occurred this ·winter. The effects produced by 
these may however serve to establish a criterion for comparing 
the fatal casualties occasioned by worse weather. In one of these 
tolerable, moderate gales, my own vessel parted from an anchor 
by the ring breaking and the pauls of her windlasses upset. 
rrhe Jfaitland lndiaman parted a chain cable. In another of 
these gales, the Britannia drove considerably, the Hottentot 
parted a chain cable, and the Usk upset her Pauls and broke her 
windlasses. These were five out of the seven Vessels in the 
Bay at those times. ln the last of the three gales, the U sk 
broke an anchor and parted two chain cables, and the St. 
Antonio drove on shore and broke up. These were two out of 
the only three square-rigged vessels in the Bay at that time. 
Hence from this enumeration of accidents, an inference may 
be drawn of the dangerous nature of Table Bay in the Winter 
season, and that if those gales had been as violent as they 
often are, all or most of the vessels named must have gone on 
shore ; neither is there any remedy in the present unsheltered 
Htate of the Bay. lt must remain a continuous evil. The 
construction of a 1fole alone can be the antidote. For if it 
be true, as some assert, that even the piers of a Mole would 
scarcely withstand the violent concussion of a Northern storm, 
it is then morally impossible for ships to hold at anchor, at 
such times, in this Bay. But we know from experience that 
the piers of harbours stand, although sometimes injured, when 
ships at anchor without them cannot ride. 

ln gales of wind from South-east or what are commonly 
termed South-ca::;tcrs, Ships in Table Bay arc kept at their 
moorings more easily with Stream cables than with bowers in 
North-westers of equal violence, because the latter drive in a 
tremendous sea which occasions a heavy pitching; consequently 
violent jerkings upon the anchors and cables, windlasses and 
bitts, by the sudden twitches of the cables, ships spring ahead 
and lie then slack under forefoot, then in an instant after they 
are beaten back by the driving storm and furious waves, 

2 I 2 
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twquirc accelerated stern way, again suddenly jerking and t.hw, 
alternately slacking their cables, and straining their tackle, 
until some part overstrained gives way. This hard riding is 
peculiar to Table Bay, perhaps on account of its shallow water 
and there being no current to prevent ships springing ahead, 
whereas in South-casters, the cables arc always tight, and 
have an equal strain, the water being smooth. Finally, in 
the case of necessity for constructing a mole in Table Bay, 
Humanity pleads for the lives of her subjects and Commerce 
for the property of her merchants. 

A Mole upon the Western Shore of the Bay would obviate 
all this evil and inconvenience in the loss of time so common to 
this Bay in dispatching business, and which must occasionally 
happen even on the greatest emergency of public Service, 
whether in storing men of war and fleets of Transports and 
embarking troops, or in sending off anchors and cables to 
Have ships in distress from the Strand. 

As to the common routine of busine8s in loading or landing 
the commerce of the country the detention is excessive; for 
what with South-casters and North-westers, rainy day8, 
holydays and Sundays, and days of detention by swell of Sea 
in the Bay, there are often only a few working days remaining 
in a month. 

I suggest the con8truction of a Mole in preference to a 
Breakwater because the former would prevent an accumulation 
of sand in the harbour, and it might be cleaned and even 
deepened by excavation by the simple operation of dredging, as 
all harbours that do not posse8s dry and wet-docks in England 
are cleansed. ln the manner that ballast men drag up millions 
of tons from the bottom of London river, and because it would 
be at all times perfectly Hmooth within, hoth in Northern 
storms and South-eastern, whereas a harbour formed by a 
breakwater alone would be subject to shallow or hank up with 
sand by the current in high storms, setting round the Bay, 
until it reached the Breakwater, where becoming quiescent, 
the sand would deposit, for 8and agitated in water and put, 
into motion is more buoyant than is generally imagined. The 
embankment that would accumulate here would probably be 
too great and too expensive if practicable to be counteracted 
by manual labour, or even by mechanical invention. And 
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then it would be no harbour in South-casters, which occasion 
so much detention in the dispatch of business ; but on the 
contrary would be an obstruction in the Bay by preventing 
Ships leaving it when South-easters prevailed. 

Next to the present dilapidated jetty or landing placP, the 
Pnclosure of Rocky Bay with a Pier as delineated upon the 
accompanying plans, would be the least amendment that 
could be made. This would doubtless be a very grnat im­
provnnent, yet it would only be improving the landing pl!tce 
and forming a boat harbour, as there is scarcely six feet depth 
to it at low Spring tides. I therefore abandon this position 
as being quite inadequate for remedying the great existing 
Pvil and notice it merely that it may not pass over without 
some remark. 

The next practical improvement that might be made, and 
which would indeed be a very important one, would consist 
in the construction of a pier upon the line A B C, projecting 
into the Bay between Chavonne and Amsterdam Balterie:,. 
Immediately within the enclo:,ed area of this boundary there i,; 
twenty feet at low water Spring tides, and it might be deepened 
a few feet all over by excavation. lt would therefore admit 
Fifth rate men of war, with all their guns, tackle and Stores, 
on board, and Line of battle shipR when lightened of their guns 
and :-,tores, wherein they might be received in floating dock:-, 
or hove down in perfect security. Besides all merchant ves:,,Pls 
of leHs draught and dimensions might enter, mooring them in 
tiers, as the water within would always be smooth. J'he 
aperture or mouth of thiH mole is at B. Its Northern arm oc 
pier B C would require to he of greater Hubstance than its 
Southern arm or pier AB, as the former would be exposed to 
the fury of Northern Storms, while the latter would be sheltered 
and be in smooth water. The top of this pier A B might be· 
~lcAdamized, and made with great advantage the commercial 
VVharf, for landing and shipping the commerce of the Colony, 
ma.king it broad enough for two waggons to pass each other, 
aH a mere wa.11 would exclude the sand brought round with the 
current and the tippling waves upon the water caused by 
strong South-casters. This would be the most eligible position 
for a Harbour in Table Bay for ~hips not drawing more than 
twPnty feet water. It would be convenient for the Town. and 
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interfere with nothing. The North pier or arm B C of this 
mole might, however, require a Breakwater or reef of rocb 
laid out in the direction of CD, as an outwork for its protection 
against the waves in great gales from North and N.N.W. 
coming in the direction of the Arrow marked upon the 
plan. 

But should the Sea at such times even spray over the pier 
B C, and cause a little agitation in the Mole, there would then 
be several feet more depth in water, and could be no danger of 
ships drawing twenty feet water lifting or pitching to touch 
the ground when moored in their own berths, as it is an 
invariable consequence for water to rise in this Bay in pro­
portion as the waves are forced into it, and therefore rises 
considerably above the common level. 

It may be further remarked that this Mole would admit 
upon emergency the greatest part of the tonnage that enters 
Table Bay ; and that in a few years time would probably admit 
all the Ships trading to the East Indies ; as that trade will 
doubtless at no distant period be carried on in Ships between 
two and six hundred tons, all of which might enter this Mole 
when laden. 

But a Mole or Harbour of deeper capacity and more generally 
useful than that of A B C might be constructed upon the line 
EFG, to take in Line of battle Ships, with all their guns and 
Stores on board, there being immediately within the boundary 
E F G full twenty-six feet depth at low Spring tides. I ts 
aperture or opening is at F. This however would be a 
work of greater magnitude and expcnce, le8H convenient from 
being further from the Town, and mon' difficult to Sl'cure its 
piers against the treaching (sic) waves than the other plan 
ABC. This would also require a Breakwater or reef of rocks 
run off three hundred yard:,; in the direction G H, as marked 
upon the plan. 

With this outwork in front to break the Sea, tlw Northern 
arm or pier F G would not require a Substance equal to that 
of Plymouth Sound Breakwater (perhaps one third less would 
be sufficient). The Southren arm or Pier E F, as in the case 
of A B, would require only to be a convenient waggon way of 
not more than half the width of F G. This enclo8ure would 
form a grand spacious Harbour and answer l'very d<·si red 
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purpose. But should it however be deemed an undertaking 
too difficult to secure its piers, the plan upon the line E K G 
would still make an excellent spacious Harbour, having twenty­
four feet depth at low spring tides immediately within its 
boundary line, which is four feet greater depth than within 
the boundary line A B C, and its piers might be constructed 
with equal facility and Security. Its aperture or opening is 
at F. This .Mole would take in line of Battle Ships upon 
emergency or Indiamen and all others of less draught and 
dimensions. And although it would be two furlongs further 
from the ']'own, than that of A B C, yet the Road to it would 
be as good, and neither the ~lole nor the road would interfere 
with anything. 

In drawing up an estimate of expence for constructing the 
piers of a Mole in Table Bay there can be no reference to the 
very expensive jobs of Ramsgate piers and Plymouth Sound 
Breakwaters, as there is not the least similarity of circum­
stances between the first case and the two latter. 

At Ramsgate the piers are finished in the highest style 
possible for promenade and all the stone in them wa:-; carried 
thither in vessels from nearly both extremities of the Kingdom, 
at least from Portland and from Whitley. 

But in this case the revenue appropriated was so enormous 
that the most extravagant Engineer could scarcely find means 
to exhaust it.; and mconomy seems to have been a :-;econdary 
eonsideration. The lime stone of which Plymouth Sound 
Breakwater is constructed was quarried in a hill over Catwater, 
then carted and put into small vessels, and carried some milt's 
hy water through the Sound to the Breakwater. Hence the 
expencc in freight by water alone must have swallowed up a 
great portion of the funds appropriated to the Servic(• of these 
two grand and useful works. 

Whereas for the construction of a Mole in Table Bay, as 
c•xcellent Stone for the purpose as the calcareous free Stone of 
Portland or silicious free Stone of Whitley or the lime-stone of , 
which Plymouth Breakwater is built may be quarried every­
where along the Shore, even at high-water mark, between 
Amsterdam and Chavonne Batteries and thence Northward 
to the Oil house at only a few yards from the piers of the ;\loll' 
propo:-;Pd. Thu,; thPn· is not the least similarity of mPans 
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between constructing the piers of a Mole here, and the piers 
at Ramsgate or of Plymouth Breakwater. 

I do not certainly know from what quarter other projectors 
sheltering Table Bay with a Breakwater (which has been talked 
of) proposed to procure the material for building it, but 
suppose that it was from the quarries in the Skirts or Foot of 
Lion's Rump. 

If this supposition is correct, it must (in building a Break­
water) have added materially to the expence, compared with 
procuring the stone at only a few yards from where it would 
be wanted, not indeed merely on account of the difference of 
distance to carry it, but still more so from the greater depth of 
superincumbent soil and rotten stone resting upon the rock 
suitableforthat purpose,round the skirts or foot of Lion's Rump, 
than there is upon the same species of rock along the west shore 
of Table Bay, which rock is of the whim;tone or basaltic genus; 
that is to say, the whinstone rock along the shore nearly pro­
trudes to the surface, while in the skirts of Lion's Rump it is 
found at thirty and forty feet depth below the surface, all 
which superincumbent mass must be wheeled away before the 
rock is laid bare and can be quarried. Hence the constructing 
of a Breakwater or a ;\lole with Materials from the Rump 
would perhaps be double the expence that it would otherwis(' 
be if constructed with the same material or stone quarried at 
only a few yards distance. The stratum of this rock rises both 
in the Rump, and upon the shore at an angle of from 80 to 85 
degrees from the horizon, and in some parts it is nearly per­
pendicular. It is th0refore easily split and quarried. Its 
specific gravity is 2 • 6. The existence of this stratum of HO 
suitable a rock so near where it is wanted, and easy to come 
at, may ultimately prove more beneficial to the Colony than 
the discovery of a gold mine, and holds out the Htrongt-st 
inducement for constructing a Mole, the necessity of which 
has perhaps no better comparison than that of being only 
equalled by a local advantage and facility in itH c011Htruction. 

As there is an example set in the employment of convicts at 
the great Breakwater now in progresH at Bermuda, 1 take the 
liberty to suggest that able Male Convicts, procured from 
~~ngland to the amount of one hundred or more, might also 
be employed upon a similar public• work in Table Bay : bPcause 
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with these alone as Labourers this great and useful work 
might be effected. And surely considering how great an 
acquisition the accomplishment of this plan would be not only 
to the Colony but also in a national point of view, this boon 
would not be withheld by the British Ministry, but on tlw 
contrary some further aid would doubtless be granted to carry 
this useful work into execution. 

Presuming then that one hundred and twenty Convicts 
were employed in this public business, they might be con­
veniently accommodated and secured at nights in Amsterdam 
Battery ; and to prevent them straying from their work a 
wall might be raised enclosing the quarries and inner ends 
of the piers. 

The calculation therefore for forming an estimate of expencc 
for constructing the piers of the mole R K Cl would then stand 
as follows :- -

As the specific gravity of the Whin Stone or Basaltic rock of 
which these piers would be constructed is 2· 6, a cubic yard of 
it would therefore weigh nearly two tons. In round numbers 
I calculate it at two tons. Hence having the dimensions of 
the piers given, their contents in yards and tons are easily 
calculated. In the first place I commence my calculation for 
protecting the Breakwater G H. 

From the Oil House P over the rocks to G at lo,v water 
mark the distance is 100 yards in length. Call it8 width at 
the hase 30 yards and 20 at the top, its mean width of base and 
top would then be 25 yards. Call its height 5 yards. ']'he 
number of solid yards in each yard length of pier 125. The 
length of this portion of the Breakwater is 100 yards. Contents 
in yards for the first 100 yards of Breakwater F G 12,500. 

The next portion of the Breakwater from G to H is :300 
yards in length. Its width the same as above, and average 
height or elevation 8 yards. Hence width 25 yards, height 8, 
number of solid yards 200, length of Breakwater from G to H 
in yards 300, contents in yards from G to H 60,000. 

Contents of F G as above 12,500, solid contents in yards of 
the Breakwater PG H 72,500 yards. 

With the Breakwater in front the Northern arm or pier G F 
of the outer plan might be only of the same width. nam0l_v 
:w yanb at its bas<' and 20 upon the top. Hence its medium 
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width would be 25 yards. The average elevation or height 
would be 12 yards. Contents in yards to each yard in length 
of pier 300. The length of this arm of the Mole or Pier 
G F is 500 yards. Solid contents in yards of the pier G F 
150,000. 

The Southern arm or pier E F of this Mole might be con­
siderably less in Substance. Half the width of a F would be 
amply sufficient. But call it 18 yards at its base, and 12 upon 
the top, the medium width of base and top is then 15 yards. 
Call its medium height or elevation 10 yards, contents in 
yards for each yard length of pier 150, the length of the pier 
E F 400 yards, contents in yards of the full length of pier 
E F 60,000. 

The contents in yards of the Breakwater and piers <·ollected 
stand thus: 

The contents of the Breakwater P G IT 
The contents of the Pier G F 
The contents of the pier E F 

Total solid contents in yards 

72,500 
150,000 
60,000 

282,500 

Number of tons of stone in a square (cubic 1) yard 2, total 
weight in tons in the whole work 565,000. 

Experience would soon teach the best mode of rendering 
the services of the convicts employed (suppose to the nurniJcl' 
of 120) most available. In the mean time I would however dividP 
them into six separate parties (being 20 in each) supplied with 
all the necessary quarrying implements, barrows, drays, &c., 
employing two of the gangs in a quarry for procuring materials 
for one arm or pier of the Mole, and two gangs in another 
quarry for the other arm or pier, carrying them both on 
together, and one gang upon each pier placing the stones ; 
thus 120, or any greater number of labourers, might be divided 
and actively employed. Thus they might, l conceive, add 
two tons each man per day, or at least altogether 200 tons 
per day, which would make in the year (supposing it to contain 
300 working days) 60,000 tons. Hence the product (quotient !) 
of the above 565,000 divided by 60,000 is nearly 9~, the number 
of years it would take by this calculation to construct the• 
.\Lole E F G with its accompanying Breakwater U H, and 
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the estimate of expense for constructing them may be as 
follows: 

The rations for each convict might be £5 per annum, which 
multiplied by 120 = £600. 

The clothing &c. say £5 per annum, which multiplied by 

120 = £600. 
The Salary for six Masons, being one to each gang, at £50 

per annum= £300. 
The Salary for four Blacksmiths at £50 each per annum 

= £200. 
The Salary of an Engineer per annum £500. 
]for Implements, as Drays, Carts, Barrows, Railways along 

the Piers, Hammers, \Vedges, Crowbars, Pickaxes, Shovels, 
Materials for a Blacksmith's Shop, Augurs for boring, and 
Powder for blowing up the Rock, Tackles and portable Winche:,; 
for lifting heavy Stones, Timber and Plant for projecting 
moveable Stage work at the Ends of the Piers, and all 
other contingencies say £10,000 in the whole, or per annum 
£1,000. 

Total per annum £3,200. If the Mole should be con tructed 
in 91 or 10 years, multiply this by 10, the whole Cost for tlw 
Piers of the Mole E F G and Breakwater G H being only a 
little more than one Shilling per ton, = £32,000. 

This calculation may however be subject to error, as all 
m,timates are. But should the expense be double this estimate 
it would 8till be trivial compared with the rnagnitude of tlw 
work and the utility of the :\lole thus constructed, a :\lole that 
would admit Line of Battle Ship: with all their guns, tackle, 
and stores on board. 

To construct the piers of a Mole on the plan EKG includin r 

its Breakwater C H, which would also admit Line of Battle 
Ships upon emergency, the expense might be a quarter less. 

To construct a Mole on the plan A B C, which would take in 
Fifth rate men of war with their guns, tackle, and stores on 
board, and even Line of Battle Ships when lightened of their 
gum, and stores, the experu;e (including the accompanying 
Breakwater CD) might be one third less than for building the 
piers of the mole E .F G and its Breakwater G H. 

Thus it app ars that a fole or Harbour in Table Bay 1nay 
be ('Orn,tructed in the manner dt•:-;cribed at u charge hr benPath 
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what others might estimate ; for it is I believe universally 
supposed that the Stones for its formation could only be 
procured from the quarries in Lion's Rump. 

Indeed the formation of a Mole in Table Bay would be a 
tempting speculation for Capitalists providing certain pier 
dues or Wharfage were guaranteed to them in perpetuity or 
for a long term of years. But as monopoly is becoming every 
day more odious to the nation and the Mole here proposed 
being so highly necessary for the prosperity of the Colony 
and in a political point of view useful to the Nation, t lw 
British Ministry would doubtless take this case into Herious 
consideration should Your Excellency derm it proper to tran:-,­
mit to them this Survey and Report, as of late yearH they 
have manifested a laudable policy and humane diHposition by 
patronizing this species of protection for the safety of Ii veH 
and of shipping. Hence the conHtruction of a Breakwafrr in 
Plymouth Sound and another now in progress at Bermuda, 
solely I believe at the Government expense. TheHe great and 
useful works through all ages will be the means of saving 
Thousands of lives and Millions in property, and so might a 
similar Shelter in Table Bay perform the same useful offiec- for 
this place where Ships resort the most richly laden. 

Although the time of the British Government at this Colony 
is but very short, yet there have occurred many awful Hcem'H 
of Shipwreck during that time, for want of Huch a harbour, 
and should the anchorage in Table Bay still continue un­
sheltered infinitely more similar disasters lie hid behind the 
veil of fate. 

The Ministry indeed doeH not alone partake of this laudalJIP 
policy and humane dispm,ition, the \,hole h•gislatun' Hhan'H in 
it. Hence the numerous RevenueH or Ftmds granted during 
the last 30 years for the EHtablislunent of new lightH and 
support of old ones, the construction of new piern and improvP­
ment of old harbours at every Seaport round lhe Coa8lH of the 
United Kingdom. As the Breakwater in Plymouth Sound 
may be the means of saving Channel .Fleets from destruction, 
so may the Breakwater at Bermuda save FleetH of men of ,,ar 
and transports destined for the protection of our West India 
ColonieH, and so indeed might a harbour in Table Bay perform 
a Himilar Hervice upon this important station. 

 

 



Hhould the BritiRh Government be plcaRcd to devote to this 
Service one hundred and twenty able Convicts from England, 
and the Ministry were to grant to it three thousand pounds 
per anumn for 10 years, there scarcely remains a doubt but 
that a fine harbour would be formed in that time, and that by 
reasonable Pier dues levied upon all Ships coming to this Port 
and Wharfagc without exception upon every description of 
Produce , Passengers' baggage &c. shipped and landed (as the 
formation of a harbour here is paramount to every other com­
mercial consideration) but that the Interest of this :\Ioney 
might be paid and at some future period perhaps the Capital 
also redeemed. 

The mode of building the piers of this .:\1ole might be Himilar 
to that adopted in the construction of the Breakwater in 
Plymouth Sound, rough and Rtrong with a Base Rcarccly 
double the width of the top, so that waves might not at once 
dash against it but run up its side and exhaust themselves. 
The Top of the Southern Arm or pier for general convenience 
might be smoothed as before noticed by McAdamizing. As 
to the capability of the piers standing there is not the least 
doubt, since without enumerating various other instances the 
Breakwater in Plymouth Sound is proof to as violent concus­
sion as the Breakwater C D or G H here proposed could be 
subject to. 

lt is true that some Stones in the former may often be mis­
placed by the sea, but that does not in the least diminish its 
value. 1t must for ever remain a Breakwater. In this 
however there is a Mile in length to secure against the breaching 
effects of the sea. \Vhercas by securing a Breakwater as C D 
to the length of 250 yards, or G H 350 yards off into Table 
Bay, 1.hc proposed piers A B C or E K G or E F G would be 
sheltered and thereby secured, and the Mole rendered perfectly 
Kmooth in the moRt stormy timcH. 

Finally Hhould any of the plans hen' proposed meet appro­
bation and be commenced ,vith , it would be highly desirable 
that the work should be carried on with all posHiblc dispatch~ 
not only because it might be the means of preventing many 
fatalities if constructed in half the time of that previously 
calculated, but its revenue would also become in the same 
ratio of tim1.• 11pplicablc to its support. Therefore if 500 able 
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convicts were employed upon it instead of mo, a Mole might 
be constructed in three years instead of nine or ten. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) ROBERT KNOX, 
Of Scarborough, or at Messrs. Cookes & Long, 

No. 60, Mark Lane, London. 

LCopy.J 

Letter from Lo1w CHARLES SoMER8ET tu the CO!lllll18810NERS 

OF ENQUIRY. 

NBWLANDS, 8th Jwic 18:!5. 

UE!-!TLEi\1EN,-Jn doing myself the honor to acknowledge 
the receipt of your letter of the 6th Instant, submitting to me 
an extract from your Report to Earl Bathurst relative to the 
project of erecting an English Church here, l beg to express to 
you my best acknowledgements for the reference you ha vc 
made to me on that Subject. 

My reasons for not adopting the Suggestion of erecting a 
Church here by Subscription from Individuals were that I 
knew that the pecuniary circumstances of the Community 
rendered it hopel<:!ss that an adequate Sum, or even more than 
one fifth of the required sum, could be so raised, and I was 
equally convinced that the expense could not be borne from 
the revenues of the Colony. The Society for propagating the 
Uospel in .Foreign parts at that time offered to grant £500 
Sterling in aid of erecting a Church in Cape Town, but in a 
Letter addressed by me to Mr. Goulburn, under date 14th 
.February 1821, I solicited Earl Bathurst'f.1 influencc to obtain 
the aid proffered for the erection of a church at Graham's 
Town, where and in its vicinity a large population of English 
was concentrated and who were totally destitute of the means 
of divine worship. His Lordship concurred with me in opinion, 
and the sum has since been applied to the erection of tlw 
Church at Graham's Town, now in a very advanced state. 

I do myself the honor to enclose the Copy of a Letter I 
addressed to Earl Bathurst on the 27th of January last, to 

.. 
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which l have as yet received no answer, but l continue to 
think that the measure there proposed is the only one consistent 
with the resources of the Colony, which can ensure the success 
of this desirable undertaking. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SOMERSET. 

L Original.] 

Letter /rum MR. D. P . .FRANCIS to R. ·WILMOT HORTON, EsQRE. 

8th June 1825. 

Sn-t, Jn my interview with Mr. Hay the Gentleman whom 
you referred me to on the 30th ultimo, it appeared to me that 
he waH unacquainted with the nature of my case, it being quite 
new to him until l explained some of the matter connected 
with it. 

ln consequence of this circumstance (although l\Ir. Hay 
paid me every attention) I have deemed it expedient, from 
necessity, to trouble you with the nature of my application to 
Earl Bathurst on this occasion, conceiving your being better 
acquainted with the subject in question than M.r. Hay, as well 
as the situation I found it necessary to explain to yourself and 
Lord Bathurst on a former occasion I was placed in, in con­
Hequence of the Circumstances contained in my memorial of 
the 16th of April last has induced me to solicit you will be 
pleased to draw Earl Bathurst's early attention to the enclosed 
letter and application, trusting that the necessity which has 
obliged me to trouble His Lordship on this occasion will plead 
a sufficient excuse for troubling you, without recurring to the 
unpleasant subject of those Difficulties which I have previously 
mentioned. l have &c. 

(l::;igned) I). P . .FRANCIS. 

P.I::;. My address will be Maldon, Essex, for some time. 
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[Copy.] 

Circular to Heads of Departments. 

l) J unc 18~.i. 

Srn.-1 am directed by His Excellency the Governor to 
rccal your Attention to the Instructions for Heads of Depart­
ments transmitted to you in a Circular Letter from the Colonial 
Office, under date the 15th of November, 1822, and to acquaint 
you, that no unfixed Contingent Expencc of any description 
will be sanctioned by His Excellency the Governor in future, 
unless the following forms have been previously attended to :-

1st. The Application in the first instance must be made 
Officially to the Secretary to Government. 

2nd. It must include an Estimate of the Co::;t of the Article;; 
required-or of the ·work or Service to be performed unlesH 
the Work be proposed to be done by Contract, when such 
Proposal must be stated in the Application. 

3rd. In case, from any peculiar circumstances, it may not 
be practicable to forward an Estimate of the \Vork proposed 
to be done, such circumstances must be detailed in the Appli­
cation to Government. 

4th. Should the Governor be pleased to sanction the proposed 
Expence, a Printed Authority for incurring the same will be 
issued, which Authority is to accompany the Account, when 
completed, in Original, and will be considered as a necessary 
Voucher for the same, in lieu of the Copy required by the 
lnstructions. 

5th. The Forms of Accounts and of Certificates required for 
Building , or Repairs thereof, or other Public Works, arc 
detailed in the lnstructions, - and must be strictly attended to. 

I have &c. 

(8ignc>d) Rrc1rn. PLAHKET, 

~ecrctary to Uovcn1m('llt. 
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[Copy.] 

Instrnctions to IIeads of Df'partments, relative to the Colonial 
Expenditure. 

First.-Tlw Expenditure of your Department divides itself 
into Ordinary, and Extraordinary, or Contingent. 

'11 he Ordinary consi,;ts of your own Salary, and the Salaries, 
or fixed Allov.:uwcH, granted to every Individual employed 
under you. 

The Extraordinary, or Contingent,, include,; all the various 
Conti11g1•nt Exp<•nc•p,; which it may lw necessary to ineur. 

In ilH• Ex1wncliture, under both ihes<' IIPads, you \\ill lw 
gnidPd hy thP fol11rn ing lrn,Lructiorn; :-

Ordinary. 

lTpon r<'c<'i pt, of tlwse I nstruc-t ions, you arc to prcpare a 
List of the Civil H<'rvants Pmploy1•d undcl' you , induding 
yotmwlf, and of th<· Estaulishnwnt and Salaries , or fixed 
Allo\rnnccs, attaclH•d Lo each ;- together with the Nauws of 
the Persons holding those Ofliccs, and with rcferenec to the 
Authority undPr which thcy have hecn appointed thereto ;­
thi:-; LiHt is to be denominated ' The Schedule of the fixed 
Civil E:-1tahlishnwnt of your Office.' 

8Pcmul. You arc to transmit a Copy of this Schedule with 
the fin,t Quarterly Account which is tlcnt in after the receipt 
of th<•s<' Instructions, to the Auditor General. 

'l'hird. - You arc not to make any addition to the nnmbc-r 
of PPrson:-; stated therein, or to the Salaries and Allowances 
granted to each, unless such Jncr!'asc is previou:-;ly sanctimwd 
by I I is Exc<'llcncy the Covcrnor ; and you arc to transm_it, 
with the Accounts, a Copy of the Authority under which the 
addition has taken place. 

Fourth. - All Payments of Ordinary Expenditure arc to be 
vouch(•d hy Acquitiancetl in TriplieaLe, conformably to the 
fi'orms transmitted to you, by Circular Letter of the 1 uth ot 
August, l 8lu. 

E:ctraordinary or Contingent. 

Pi/th.- This IIPad of I~xpmditurc i:-; to Ii<' suh-divid<'d into 
fix(•d Contingencies, and unfixed Contingent Charge:-;. 

X. 1. 2 K 
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The fixed Contingencies are such as are contingent in their 
amount, but certain in their nature ;-for instance, the Ex­
pences incurred for Stationery, as though the amount is un­
certain, yet some expence under this Head is sure to be 
incurred. 

Upon receipt of these Instructions, you will prepare a 
Schedule of all such fixed Contingencies as have been sanctioned 
by His Excellency the Governor; and you will transmit a 
Copy thereof, with the firnt Quarterly Accounts, to tlw Auditor 
General. 

Sixth.-Y ou are to take care not to incur any Expcnce for 
any fixed Contingency which is not included in that Schedule, 
unless you are authorized to incur the same by His Excellency 
the Governor, in which case you are to forward, with your 
Accounts, a Copy of your Authority for so doing. 

Seventh.-You are to transmit, in support of all fixed Con­
tingencies, regular Vouchers, from the Individuals to whom 
Payments are made, referring in every instance, either to the 
Schedule, or subsequent Authority, under which the Expence 
is sanctioned. 

Eighth.-Unfixed Contingent Charges are such as are not 
certain to be incurred, and are equally uncertain in their 
Amount, namely, the erection or the repairs of Buildings or 
Roads, the purchase of Stoies, &c. 

No Charge of this description is to be incurred by you, 
without the Authority of His Excellency the Governor. 

Ninth.-The following General Rules, with regard to Con­
tingent Expenditure, are to be strictly observed by you, 
subject to the preceding Instructions. 

1.-No unfixed Contingent Charge is to be incurred without 
His Excellency the Governor's previous Authority, which is to 
be accompanied by an Estimate of the probable Amount to be 
expended, in all instances where such Authority and Estimate 
can be obtained ; and Copies, both of the Authority and 
Estimate, together with the Originals, for collation, will be 
considered as necessary Vouchers, in the examination of the 
Accounts by the Auditor General. 

2.-No Person interested in the Expenditure is to be 
admitted to vouch for its correctness. 

3.-Upon the completion of any Expcnce, an Inspection of 
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the Work performed, or the Articles purcha cd, it:i to take 
place, and be reported upon, in Cape Town and its Vicinitiet:i, 
by the Inspector of Buildings, and in the Country District·, 
by the Landdrost, or other :\lagistratc nearest to the spot, 
assisted by a qualified Person. The Report thereon is to be 
transmitted with the Accounts. In the Instance of the 
erection or repair of Public Buildings, or \Vork, such Report 
is to specify whether the Work has been completed according 
to the Terms of the Estimate, and in a proper manner. In 
the instance of the purcha c of 8tores, a Report with regard 
to the quantity and quality of the Articles purchased, and 
a Receipt from the Pcrnon in whose charge such Stores are 
placed, arc to form a part of the Vouchers. 

From this la. t general Rule the Districts of Oraaff-Rcynet, 
Albany, and Uiten.hage, arc to b,. considered as in some 
measure exempted, since His Excellency is pleased to dispense 
therewith with regard to them, in all instances of Contingent 
Expenditure not exceeding in amount One Thousand Rix­
dollani, with this general Proviso, however, that a Certificate 
shall be endorsed of the receipt of Stores purchased, and of 
their being of good quality, signed by the Person receiving 
them, on the Bill for the toiame. 

4:.-All Charges of a Contingent nature are to be vouched 
by Bills and Receipts, in Triplicate, according to the Form, 
No. 2, transmitted to you by the afore ·aid Circular Letter of 
the 16th of Augm;t, 1816;-and two Witnesses to each Receipt 
are to be required. 

5.-For all Charges for Buildings and Repairs, authorized 
upon Estimate, regular detailed Accounts of the Ex.pence· 
actually incurred, (including a specification of .Material·, Time, 
and number of Labourers employed, if it be Day \Vork, and 
Particulars of l\leasurement, if it be measured\\' ork,) is to be 
invariably produced. The Receipt of the Party for the gross 
Amount of the Estimate not being a sufficient Voucher, as it 
is presumed the actual expcnce may frequently fall short of 
that estimated for. 
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[Copy.] 

Government Advertisement. 

His Excellency the Governor being convinced, from various 
sources, of the endless diversity and novelty of the Natural 
Products of this Colony, is most desirous to make them in 
future a subject of particular attention. His Excellency has 
therefore directed an Establishment to be formed in Cape 
Town, under the Title of "THE SouTH AFRICAN MUSEUM," 
for the reception and classification of the various objects of 
the Animal, Vegetable, and Mineral Kingdoms, which are 
found in South Africa, whereby an opportunity will be opened 
to the Colonists of becoming acquainted with the General and 
Local Resources of the Colony,-His Excellency trusts, there­
fore, that the Inhabitants will aid him with their exertions, in 
contributing whatever it is in their power to collect, to promote 
an Institution so interesting and useful. 

His Excellency has been pleased to nominate Dr. ANDREW 
S:\IITII, M:.D. to be Superintendant of this Institution, to whom 
all communications are to be made, addressed to him, at the 
SOUTH AFRICAN MUSEUM. 

His Excellency has selected an Apartment in the Public 
Library, to place the Collectirnrn in for the present ; and it is 
His intention that this Museum should be open to the ]m;pection 
of the Public, at stipulated hours to be hereafter fixed. 

Cape of Good Hope, 10th June, 1825. 

By His Excellency's Command. 

(Signed) R. PLASKET, Secretary to Government. 

[Copy.] 

Letter f ram lite Lcinddrosl of W orcp,sler lo lite 
CJornrnissioners of Enqu,iry. 

LANDDROST's Ot']'lCE, WORCESTER, 11th June 1825. 

GENTL.Kl\IEN,-1 have had the honor to receive your letter 
of the 3rd Instant covering a List of q uories you directed me 
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to propose to Mr. 'l'ulleken tho Land 8urvoyor, hut as ;\lr. 
Tulleken's health is a little improved, he has determined to 
proceed to Cape T0wn. l have therefore the honor to return 
you the interrogatories herewith by favor of .Mr. Tulleken. 

l have &c. 

C. TRAPPES. 

[Original.] 

Lc:tlu /ruin ~ltt. D. P. FuA:-;c1s tu H. \V1L:-.10'l' HOR'l'O.K, EsQHE. 

5 J J::l'Fl\J.::YS ~T!U:J::T, Ki::NT!Sll TOWN, 11th June 1825. 

8rn, -1 had thl• Honour of transmitting through you to Earl 
Bathurtit a Letkr dated the 24th ultimo, on the subject of my 
:\kmorial of the Hith of April, the suhstanee of which Letter 
l refrain from adverting to on the present Occasion further 
than requesting the favour of being Informed if Earl Bathun,t 
has been pleased to cause those lnquiril·s to be mad(• of 8ir 
Hufane Donkin, or Henry Ellis Esqr., which l solicited of his 
Lordship in my Letter of the above Date, and \\hether if Earl 
Bathurnt has been pleased to Comply with my 8olicitation 
there haYe been any DirecLiom; from his Lordship upon tho 

8ubject. 
There having been several arrivalt:i from the Cape since l 

had the Honour of waiting upon you when you informed me 
that the Commist:iioners' Report was daily expected, I therefore 
take the liberty of inquiring if their Report hat:i yet arrived. , 

l have ,\:c. 

(8igne<l) D. P. FRA~Cl • 

l'.H. J\fter to-11101-ro,\ l shall he at ~Jaldon in Et,scx for a 
frw Days, ,d1ere l hope to be favoured \\ ith a reply to thi~ 
Letter. 
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[Original.] 

Letter frorn LORD CHARLES SOMERSET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAJ>E O~' Gooo HorE, 12th June 1825. 

MY LoRD,-1 have the honor to transmit to Your Lordship 
a Letter addressed to me by Mrs. Mary Duckitt Widow of the 
late Mr. William Duckitt who came here from England in 
l 799 under the circumstances stated in the Annexure B, 
claiming under a Clause in that Document a Pension of Ono 
Hundred and Fifty Pounds per annum. As there does not 
appear in the Office of this Government to be any Documents 
relating to this subject, I do myself the honor to solicit Your 
Lordship's commands thereon. 

I have to add that Mrs. Duckitt is a most respectable Person, 
and that from minute enquiries I have lately made, I have 
reason to know, that the late Mr. Duckitt's affairs became so 
precarious previous to his death in consequence of the many 
losses he experienced, that she will be left in the most indigent 
circumstances, unless her claim to Pension be established. 

I have &c., 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY Sm,IERSET. 

[Enclosure A in the above.] 

KLAVER VALLEY, .May lBl 1825. 

l\IY LORD,-Your Excellency is aware of the deep and 
afflicting calamity which has befallen me in tho loss of my 
dear Husband on the 13th April last, and which compels me to 
apply tc Your Excellency for the Pension, £150 per annum, 
settled upon me by His Majesty's Government, when my late 
dear Husband was engaged under the authority of the Secretary 
of State for the Colonies (the Right Honorable Henry Dundas) 
to quit his native country for the purpose of improving the 
agriculture of this Colony. 

Your Excellency is well aware of my late dear Husband's 
unremitting exertions in agricultural pursuits, and which, in 
consequence of the calamities which the agriculturists in this 
Colony have of late years experienced in repeated Blights and 
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Tempests, aggravated ::ilso in his case by the heavy misfortune 
of his house being destroyC'd by fire on the 24th January 1817, 
by which he i:-ufforcd a loss of property amounting to 15,000 
Dollars, have caused him to leave myself and three sons 
almost entirely destitute. 

Under these circumstances I need not urge with your 
Excellency the importance of my receiving the stipend settled 
upon me in my late Husband's agreement with His Majesty's 
Government, and have therefore to solicit Your Excellency to 
give the necessary directions thereon. I have the honor to 
enclose for your Excellency's information and satisfaction, the 
Documents which contain my late dear Husband's agreement 
with His Majesty's Government, and which satisfactorily 
establish my claim , and have the honor &c. 

(Signed) :'.\fARY DucKITT. 

His Excellency Lord Charles Henry Somerset. 

[See Volume containing Documents of 1799.J 

[Original. l 

Letter from Lonn CHARLES SOMERSET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, 12 June 1825. 

MY LoRn,- I have the honor to transmit to Your Lordship 
copy of a correspondence which has taken place between the 
Commodore, Commanding His Majesty's Ships and V cssels on 
the Cape Station and myself, relative to the Supplies of Tea 
required for the Squadron being allowed to be sold by the 
Company's Agent to the Agent Victualler free of Import Duty, 
and I trust Your Lordship will approve of my having consented 
to remit the Duty on Tea for the consumption of the Navy, it 
being the only means which (under the very oppressive 
monopoly in the Sale of Tea herP possessed by the East India 
Company) could enable the Scaman to enjoy the late beneficial 
change in the Articles of his Diet. J have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SOMERSET. 

 

 



504 Reco1'ils of thr• Oa11c C'uTony. 

[Enclosure 1 in the above.l 

Owen Glendower, SIMON'S BAY, 24 Jl,fay 1825. 

}fy LORD,-1 have the honor to represent to Your Excellency 
that the Briti8h Navy i8 victuallt>d according to a new scheme, 
and it has been considered very important, having imcceedPd 
in reconciling the cn'WH of Hi:-, J\taje:-;ty't-i FIPPt to acquiesce HO 
cheerfully in the reduction of tlwir formn allowance of spiritH 
by the ,mbHtitution of Tea in lieu. Sensible of the great benefit 
that haH already accnwd in thr ltralth and moral charactPr of 
British 8eanwn and oh:-;erving that tlw crew of thr 011•en 
Glendower arc remarkably Hober at 8('a ; it ii; with considerable 
regr('t that I find tht> Ag<'.nt Victualler is unablP to obey my 
orden, and victual his Majesty's Squadron under my cummand, 
in obedience to the 1ww :-,clwmc of victualling ahovc mentionPd. 
l am therefore inducPd to take the liberty of bringing lwforp 
Your Excellency the quc,;tion of tlw Colonial Duty on Tea, 
pert:1uaded that Your Lordship will frel that it is most de:-iirabh, 
that when so much has been gained in character by British 
Seamen, it is my duty to endeavour to prevent their having 
any just ground for complaint and carefully to avoid giving 
them cause to regret the diminution in thPir allowanel' of 
Hpirit8 which has been productive of so much good. \Vith lhis 
feeling I venture to make thif; appeal to Your Excellen<'y. 
Mr. Hawkins the Agent of the Honorable East India Company 
cannot supply Tea at the price fixed by Government, and 
which my Instructions will not permit me to exccPd, and as 
the quantity of Tea required for tlw u,;e of His .Majesty's 
Nquadron is tnnall, I indulge the hope Yom l~xcellency \\ ill 
have the goodne88 to allow a drawback on Tea, in order that 
the Squadron under my command may be :-;uppliccl with it. 
The proposed alternative of importing inferior Tea from China, 
may prove worse than doing without it. I am anxiouH to 
prevent the Crews of the Squadron regretting their Spirit:-;, 
and should the point of view in which I have placed this matt('r 
be conHidered by Your Excellency as correct, l trust it will 
induce a compliance with my reque8t. I have &c. 

(Signed) Hoon H. CHRISTIAN, Conunodorc. 

 

 



Rffords of the Cape C'olony. .::;05 

Enclosure 2 in the above. 

~EWL.~:rns, :28th ,lrfay 18:2,i. 

Sm,-I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 24th Inst. and to acquaint you that altho' by the 
Regulations of this Government no drawback can be allowed 
upon Articles landed here and on which lmport duty has been 
levi<'d whether purchased by His Majesty's Navy or any other 
Branch of His Majesty's Service, still I can see no objection 
to the Agent Victualler procuring from the Honourable East 
India Company's Agent such quantity of Tea as may be 
required for His ~Iajesty's Navy, provided it be taken from 
the Store:-; of Tea, which that Officer is allowed to keep in 
Deposit (without paying Import duty until sold). 

To this arrangement I can have no objection, as it places 
the Naval Ships and Vessels Department on the same footing 
as if it imported the Tea on its own account. And I shall be 
happy to authorise the issue duty free of the quantity required 
from the Deposit Stores of the Honorable East India Company, 
upon a certificate of the Agent Victualler that such supply is 
required for the use of His Majesty's Naval Service on this 
Station. I have &c. 

(Signed) 

Commodore Christian. 

CHARLES HENRY SO:'.\IERSET. 

[Copy.] 

Note frorn the Co:'.\tMISSIONERS OF ENQUIRY to LrnuTENA};T­

CoLONEL Brnn. 

CAPE TOWN, l}fonday, 13 June 1825. 

The Commissioners of Inquiry present their compliments to 
Lieutenant Colonel Bird, and beg !Pave to state to him that in 
consequence of the information disclosed in his answer to the 
11th query of the series they had the honor of transmitting to 
him on tho 21st April last, respecting tho seizure of a sum of 
money by certain members of the Dutch Administration on 

xxr. 2 L 

 

 



OG f 'op ( olrn 

the capture of the Colony by the British F'orce in January 
1806, they have refrrn.>d to the Despatch Book in the Coloma! 
Office of the year I 06, and fin<l in a De ·patch of Sir D , id 
Baird addrcs ed to Jir. , .. \•crdary vVindham, under datP tht> 
8th l\lurch 1806, that after somt' correspon<l<'nce "ith 1r. Ol: 
alis, the Acting Governor, in the absence of GPm'ral ,Janu Pll8, 

he himsc·lf ancl the other [ndividuals to ,,hom he had delivert>d 
difkrcnt proportions of money from the military ehP t had 
rPfunded thC' sum.a; they had r ceivc•d, and that the amount 
was paid to the Prize Agents on account of tlie <'apturs. 

'l'hc commissioners havt> found, in a subsequent De patch of 
Mr. Windham, that thii, Military L1'und was not de mC'd by the 
then Khlg's Advocate, Sir ,John • Ticol, to constitute Prize 
Money due to tlw captors of tlw Colony. and that it was hi· 
(.)Ir. Windham'i,) opinion that Sir David l~aircl ought to hav 
applied it to the payment of a military Debt that "as IC'ft 
unpaid by the l>utch dministration, rather th n t havr 
discharged that <le bt through the nwans of the Colonial Funds · 
but the Commissioner havP not been able to discover that 
any doubt wn • suggeskd from home of the actual rcpaymPnt 
of the money by those who hn<l reecivcd it, altho' they have 
been informed that one of tho:;e fndividuals, a member of th 
Court of ,Justice, was unable to refund the hare that he had 
taken, and they have not found that it ha ince been repaid 
by him. 

The Commi ·ioners tlwreforo "ill feel obliged to Lieutenant 
Colonel Bird to state "hether he rccolleets that any latt• 
demand has been transmitted from Englund requiring repay­
ment of the Shur0s of th<' Dutch .1ilitary Fund by thl' Person 
to whom it ,ms so distributed, and "hcther he has reason to 
doubt the accuracy of the rE>pre entation of Sir Va, id Baird 
as to the repayment. 

LO.'f[H l"RI 1, ltY WII I IA.II L '' ,\NJJ l!i 
II K.11: B. TAX 
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