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review of programs that encourage minority stu-
dents to seek careers in the sciences. Other sec-
tion acuvities included work on technc gy for

e handicapped, a summary of hearings on
research and developme in the )79 federal

REPORT OF I'HE LIBRARIAN OF CONGRESS, 1980

rove the quality of so. -
economic data used  -egulatory decision m -
ing, and © » at international inforr ton
exchange activities of the White House Confer-
ence on Library and Information Services.

budget, research to
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RESEARCH SERVICES

of" the important foreign-language domestic
newspaper New Yorker Staats-Zeitung und Herold
(1853-1960), in order to enhance its holdings of
this title.

MANAGEMENT OF COLLECTIONS

The systematic inventory mentioned in last year's
report continued. Class E, begun in 1979, and
class C were both completed during the year. At
present statf levels, a complete inventory of the
classified collections will require at least fifteen
years. The number of volumes removed from
the collections was 46,622, a tourfold increase
brought about by an effort to shape the general
collections in conformity with new acquisition
policies and procedures.

The Science and Technology Division gave
high priority to a longstanding backlog of for-
eign hardcopy technical reports. During the year
more than 25,000 such reports were sorted by
country and series, making it possible to discard
5,000 duplicate reports. Another 35,000 duph-
cates were removed from the entire colledtion;
and more than 250,000 reports were relocated
for better access.

Unprocessed arrearages in foreign-language
material continued to be confronted by several
divisions. The Japanese Section of the Asian
Division was active in this respect. Some 2,200
Japanese monographs were selected, cataloged,
and integrated into the classified collections.
Another 1,300 volumes from partially processed
Japanese collections were cataloged and added
to the classitied collections, and 250 Japanese
serials were selected for preservation micro-
filming. The Hispanic Division reviewed 15,000
Spanish- and Portuguese-language titles, with
comparable results.

Sim  reftorts were carried out in the Euro-
pean Division, which has custody of a 40,000-
item Cyrillic cataloging arrearage. Emphasis
continued to be placed on pre-Revolutionary
Russian government periodicals and on the Rus-
sian pamphlet collection, with surprising and
important results. Among the pamphlets was
found a supposedly lost article by the nineteenth-
century author Nikolai Leskov. The article was to
have appeared in the December 1885 issue of
Istori  skii viestnik [Historical herald| but was
censored, cut out of the journal issues, and
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burned. The Library’s copy is apparently a pre-
print of the article, the text of which has hereto-
fore been unknown. A rare, though not unique,
pamphlet published in 1718 by an associate of
Peter the Great was discovered during an earlier
stage of the processing.

A number of special temporary projects were
carried out in the Rare Book and Special Collec-
tions Division. These included preliminary work
on one thousand uncataloged broadsides, rehous-
ing documents of the first fourteen Congresses
in acid-free envelopes, searching and annotating
the nearly two thousand titles in the catalog
of the Toinet Collection of seventeenth-century
French literature, reviewing the Library’s hold-
ings  in early nineteenth-century American
imprints, and creating card files tor the Peter Force
Pamphlet Collection.

The Manuscript Division reached an impor-
tant landmark during the year. The number of
items in its collections reported to the Library's
Natwnal Union Catalog of Manuscript Collections
(NUCMC) passed 25 million. The collection
which put the division over the mark was the
papers of Nanme Helen Burroughs, the Wash-
ington, D.C., educator. More than 1,600 sepa-
rate' Manuscript Division collections have been
reported to NUCMC in the twenty-one years of
its existence.

The Prints and Photographs Division de-
voted a great deal of attention to the Alexander
Graham Bell family photographic archive, reach-
ing a conclusion to the descriptive phase of the
work by year’s end. The division also completed
work on the Congressional Portrait Collection,
about 3,500 portrait photoprints of 1,221 differ-
ent Congressmen, which have been processed,
indexed, and prepared for filing into the overall
Biographical File.

PRESERVATION

A major accomplishment for the year was the
successful completion of the project to microfilm
some 8,500 Spanish plays from the period 1850~
1915, a project for which five members of the
staft of the Preservation Microfilming Office
received special incentive awards. The collection
had been given to the Library in 1938 and had
been consulted by scholars but never fully organ-
ized. The preservation filming project made
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