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courteous persuasion, rather
than high-handed instruction.
We remember his tolerance, his
ability to listen and that he never
raised his voice. All of this was
manifest at his remarkable
funeral, at which a number of us
were fortunate to represent Fort

Hare, including the Vice-
Chancellor, the Chairman of
Convocation, and Dr Govan
Mbeki.
At his funeral, Elisabet Palme
talked of his Patience and
Persistence; Archbishop

Huddlestone reminded us of the
agony and loneliness, especially in
the early years of exile, building up
a tiny organization; President
Mandela told how his "measured
words of wisdom shook the thrones
of tyrants" and described Oliver
Tambo as "the jewel in our crown";
At Oliver Tambo’s funeral
spokespersons for Fidel Castro, for
the President of the United States,
and for Yasser Arafat, spoke one
after the other in his honour; At
Oliver Tambo’s funeral one friend
who loved him dearly, Joe Slovo, the

Communist stood up to introduce
another friend who loved him
dearly, Trevor Huddlestone, the
Christian.

Oliver Tambo trained to be a
teacher, a teacher of Science, and he
practised as a teacher, a teacher of
Science, until the more pressing
needs of politics drew him away into
other activities. But he remained a
teacher at heart. He campaigned
for the education of the young post-
1976 children who left for exile. He
played an important role in the
development of the Solomon
Mahlangu Freedom College
(SOMAFCQ), intended to receive
these exiles.

He took a keen interest in the work
here at Fort Hare.

Fort Hare will wish, of course, to
commemorate the life of this great
son of the people:n a way which
will continue—the=process of the
transformation  of this society
towards achievement of the goals
for ‘which' Oliver’ Tambo- lived" his
whole life; ‘and for ‘whichhé died.

Already some exciting suggestions
have been made, and the University
has entered into discussion with the
Tambo family to ensure that
whatever is done has their support.

Meanwhile, we wish on this solemn
occasion to express our deep sorrow
at the death of our beloved
Chancellor, to convey our
condolences and sympathy to his
widow, Adelaide, his three children
and the rest of his family at this
time, and also to thank God for the
triumphant life of Oliver Tambo,
servant of the people. A true
leader.

At the end of his address the
Chairman of Council asked all to
rise and stand for a minute of
silence in memory of both Oliver
Tambo and also of the great warrior
and scholar, another ex Fort Harian,
Chris Hani whose brutal
assassination shortly before the
death of Oliver Tambo has likewise
left the University community,
indeed the entire country bereft.

WORLD WAITS ON FORT HARE GRADUATES TO
DEFEND STATURE OF FORT HARE

Mr  Chairman of  Council,
Professor ~ Wilson, Distinguished
Guests, Members of Council and
Senate, Graduands, Ladies and
Gentlemen

This Graduation is the silver lining
of an otherwise dark cloud. The
untimely death of our Chancellor,
Dr O R Tambo, has left a
considerable void in the life of our
University. Graduation ceremonies
are the culmination of the work of
an academic institution, and afford
an opportunity for its products to be
placed on display for the world to
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see. Presiding over such important
events, to congratulate all those who
contributed to such achicvements, is
the father-figure of the Chancellor,
a role that Dr Tambo filled so well.
We share the graduands’
disappointment  that he is  not
conferring their degrees this year.

According to African tradition we
should still be mourning his dcath.
However, Chancellor Tambo would
have been the first to insist that,

although in mourning, we should
celebrate our achicvements.  If he
never lived to see a democratic
South Africa, he witnessed the
rebirth of a new Fort Hare.  Dr
Tambo’s spirit of support and
encouragement will always remain a
strength and inspiration to us all.

I wish to take this opportunity to
welecome  our  guest  speaker,
Prolessor Nocl Chabani Manganyi,
the Exccutive Director of the Joint
Education Trust and former Vice-
Chanecllor of the University of the

North. He is an outstanding
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grateful to your efforts that have
made this day a reality.

Turning my attention to the
relationship between the general
student body and the management,
one needs to highlight the fact that
Wwe are in a crisis situation. The
cause of the crisis Mr Vice-
Chancellor, is in my view, a result of
our inability, that s, both
management on the one hand and
the student body on the other, to
correctly appraisc and appreciate
the inherent contr: tion between
the student body and management.

We have failed to understand that
resolution of old conflicts
prepares a stage for new conflicts
id I must say, ladies and
gentleman, that these contradictions
will remain here, now and a
hundred years thereafter.

I should think it is very proper for
me to point out that what keeps a
situation of learning electronic,
dynamic and self-propelling are the
contradictions inherent within that

situation and without which there
would be stagnation and anarchy,
for the forces hostile to the process
of transforming would seize that
opportunity and use it for their own
mischievous ends.

In conclusion, it is our hope that
with the second phase of the
Strategic Planning we will work
together to make Fort Hare a better
place.

Saturday, 8 May 1993
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