






























making such application, such persons renounce the citizenship of any other 
country of which they are citizens. 

(5) Citizenship by naturalisation may be applied for by persons who are not
Namibian citizens under Sub-Articles (1 ), (2), (3) or (4) hereof and who:

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

are ordinarily resident in Namibia at the time when the application
for naturalisation is made; and

have been so resident in Namibia for a continuous period of not 
less than five (5) y ears (whether before or after the date of 
Independence); and 

satisfy any other criteria pertaining to health, morality, security or 
legality of residence as may be prescribed by law. 

(6) Nothing contained herein shall preclude Parliament from authorizing by lawthe conferment of Namibian citizenship upon any fit and proper person byvirtue of any special skill or experience or commitment to or services ren­dered to the Namibian nation either before or at any time after t�t::....,U.Independence. 

(7) Namibian citizenship shall be lost by persons who renounce their
citizenship by voluntarily signing a formal declaration to that effect. L_---=--.:.._ 

(8) Nothing in this Constitution shall preclude Parliament from enacting legisla­
tion providing for the loss of Namibian citizenship by persons who, after the
date of Independence:

(a) 

(b) 

(c) 

have acquired the citizenship of any other country by any volun­

tary act; or

have served or volunteered to serve in the armed or security 
forces of any other country without the written permission of the 
Namibian Government; or 

have taken up permanent residence in any other country and have 
absented themselves thereafter from Namibia for a period in 
excess of two (2) years without the written permission of the 
Namibian Government: 

provided that no person who is a citizen of Namibia by birth or descent may 
be deprived of Namibian citizenship hy such legislation. 
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(9) Parliament shall be entitled to make further laws not inconsistent with this
Constitution regulating the acquisition or loss of Namibian citizenship.

CHAPTER 3 

!fundamenta[ J-{uman 1\iglits and !freedoms 

Article 5 Protection of Fundamental Rights and Freedoms 

The fundamental rights and freedoms enshrined in this Chapter shall be respected 
and upheld by the Executive, Legislature and Judiciary and all organs of the 
Government and its agencies and, where applicable to them, by all natural and 
legal persons in Namibia, and shall be enforceable by the Courts in the manner 
hereinafter prescribed. 

Article 6 Protection of Life 

The right to life shall be respected and protected. No law may prescribe death as a 
competent sentence. No Court or Tribunal shall have the power to impose a sen­
tence of death upon any person. No executions shall take place in Namibia. 

Article 7 Protection of Liberty 

No persons shall be deprived of personal liberty except according to procedures 
established by law. 

Article 8 Respect for Human Dignity 

(1) The dignity of all persons shall be inviolable.

(2) (a) In any judicial proceedings or in other proceedings before any 
organ of the State, and during the enforcement of a penalty, 
respect for human dignity shall be guaranteed. 

(b) No persons shall be subject to torture or to cruel, inhuman or
degrading treatment or punishment.

Article 9 Slavery and Forced Labour 

(1) 

(2) 

No persons shall be held in slavery or servitude. 

No persons shall be required to perform forced labour. 
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