


















































is drawn to the idea that, it is essential to fully involve the poor people
in the deconstruction of poverty since they are part of the society that

is responsible for its creation.

Statement of the Problem

Zimbabwe enacted a deliberate development policy. aimed at

dev_eloping both the u reas. This has been done
through the creation of [ Governrheht, Public Works,
Rural, and Urban Deve |apter 29 of the Constitution,

which was subseqUenhy v me adoptiop of. public works,_
_ (food-for-Work@ﬁﬁ?é*f@i’t\gprb)tpl:pérlapﬂsc;[ Ilé\der the framework
of this policy, devgf&pﬁﬁelﬁ iy mebsuted By the pedple’é genéral
welfare and infrastructure developmént of the places that th’eS/ Iive‘in.
The problem identified in this research is that poverty remains a big
problem in Zimbabwe's Gutu Dis}trict notwithstanding the adopti.on of

public works (food-for-work/cash-for-work) programmes.

The policy guiding the whole framework of public works is the
decentralisation poliéy, which delegates duties from the central
governments to the local authorities, which are in fact the lower tiers
of thve’ govemnment. These authdrities are expected to develop |

_infrastructure such as roads, dams, clinics, schools and bridges as


















Geographical and Socio-economic Profile of Gutu District

This study focuses on thé rural areas of Gutu District in Masvingo
Provi‘nceA of Zimbabwe. The map below shows the geographical
location of the study area.

- Figure 1.0 The Map of Zimbabwe Including Gutu District

Adapted From (Bird and Shepherd, 2003:9).

The District has é population of 198 130 people according to the 2002
censﬁs record updated on 16 October 2005. It covers a land area of
7160km? In Gutu District, the issue of poverty is well defined despite
the fact that rhany pub.lic works related projects ha\ie been
accomplished. Political representation of this District in the top

- echelons of power is very strong. A number of cabinet ministers and
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The Wilkipedia document claims that Hoover's strategy of pubvlic‘
works was asuc‘,‘céss as public works programmes built and repaired
public infrastructure in a dramatic fashion. However, the works did
little to foster the recovery of the' private sector. In sharp‘contrast to
Brifain, where pri_vate housing c;onstruction pulled the country out of
depression, Amefica ‘was assisted towafds recovery and

reconstruction by huge investment in the public infrastructure.

The collapse of the Ame s_tock exchange did not only
4 aﬁéct-the United States Uv)ut gave rise to a worldwide
- depression, wh@ﬁmw ﬁf"FBrldFrHﬂT@e rest. All loans to
Germany from foreign’:zah'hﬁ*feg vfets stispefded, German industrial
production slumped, and milliqns became unerﬁployed. Accordihg td a
Wilkipedia article, in Germany, the depression reached its worst in
1932, wi;th six million unemployed, spread thrdughout every city. From
1928 to 1932, there was an upsurge in u.nemployment in Berlin from
133,000 fo 600,000. When Hitler came to power on 50 January 1933,
official l_abOur market statistivcs céﬁnted é.bout 34 p’erce’nt of the labour |

force‘_jobless'(Silverman, 1 998: vii).

Silverman further claims that Hitler and the Nazis restored to the

German people their work, their bread and their national dignity.
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While fhiS has been widely contested, the greatest bone of contentioﬁ
has been the fact that it is difﬁCUIt to bdistinguish between state and
government in Africa. The question of state intervention in poverty
reduction is complicated_ therefore, by the need for this jﬁstiﬁcation of

the stéte.

Mafeje, has suggested th_at putting aside the question of whether we

can, with level-headedne tate in Sub-Saharan Africa,
...it would appear w yoverty reductioh and
- the role therein o it be irrespective of
whether they pass ¢ nments (2001,:15)

The state and govern...ov uiscussion will be treated
syn_onymously fwﬂuf\@f% WG‘P@WI‘F%& of the discussion.
This research appretidfes fhat miost effoHs at progress ‘in the
» developing countries are led by the governments; be it social,
economic, or political development.._This has seen governments
investing. in projects afmed' at improyingt the economy as well as
uplifting the social standards of the general populace. Public works »

can also be located within this same context.

~ State intervention in poverty reduction has been pushed forward by
the idea that economic growth will end poverty through trickle down
~ effects. The claim of economic growth to be the basicAobjective of
human endeavour is mainly based on this infamous trickle—down

effect, magnified by the modernisation discourse. ‘From a review of
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Chapter 4

The Contribution Made by Public Works towards
Poverty Reduction in the Gutu District

Introduction

This chapter presents, inte_rprefs, and analyses the data gathered

through a focus group d | Ictured questionnaires. Data
gathéred is mainly in th 'ceptidns of the participants.
The personal attributes so form part of the data in

order to make cléar the vne sample, their _demographic
charactér; and@PH @@fgﬁ?tiéﬁ% laEeH éﬁ%population. Data is
analysed throug'h‘ Ial‘g!éféf dés(:ffpﬁxféiﬁféﬁéﬁtial qualitative analysis.
HoWever, sdme data were analysed through quantitaﬁve téchniques»
‘where ma_thematical‘Calculatibns Were involyed on some simple

statistics.

The research followed up o:n'the following questions:
e Are p-ublic wqus employfnent programmes SUcceeding in redué:ing |
food Adeprivation,v unemploy.mént and social"-'excllusion poverty in ‘the
Gutu District? . | |

* Have vulnerab‘lbé households been targéted effectively‘and is the

mechanism for targeting sustainable?
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Popular Participafioh 7

An opponent to social exclusion is 'the concept of participation. It
advocafes for the recegni_tion of every person as an important partner-
in development. Severel developmen_t stakeholders in Zimbabwe
‘push.ed the frontiers of paﬁicipetion which emanates from the social
»de\vielopment theow, discqssed in Chapter ATwo of thfs thesisv. ‘.Th‘_e

United Nations Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA) argues:

People’s partici ine for launching the
“process of ecor ion; it is the motor for
accelerating the velopment; it diffuses
power...and enc > make full use of their
talents. (The UN lission for Africa (ECA)

Executive secreia alory Development The
Case of Zlmbabwew
As a sequel to Wm?%T%ﬁtHﬁféous chapters the ‘
research asked. the*r‘ésﬁeﬁderﬂ'sﬁr Hee Fréusehold questlonnalre if

public works projects gave them chance to participate in making

important decisions about project choice in their community. -

The results show that 86 percent testified that they participaAte ._i‘n
coming up with projects. A further 1A4'percent-devnied heving do(ne sO.
The dominating explen_ation was that they did'no{ paﬁicipate-beceuse
the elite ‘leadership would have already choeen prqjects for them.
They howev_er felt these Ieaders knew' befter and it is} their
fespensibility. On the cost of participation,‘the predeminant-problem
"cited: was the lengthening of decision making process. Respendents

stressed that participation is useful as it educates on future
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Figure 4.4: Sources of Food

Household Sources of Food

Buy Using
Respondent's -
Salary
8%

Other Sources '
7% Buy Using |
—Partner's Salary

17%

e
Food/Cash for
wWork

Chart Source: House Jarvey (July-August-2008).

The pie chart in figure 4.~ v‘....ous sources that have been
used by the sa@pljﬁ{}%isgﬁsgs tf F&li{f ﬁg Fod. As displayed in
Figure 4.4 above, 4Bupstigest oft lespEHEEIRE relied on publig works
paynﬂents for their food security. They uéed both food and cash

paym_ents to secure. their food. Césh'transfers from spouse’s salaries -

| ‘accounted for 8 percent while 17 percent said they used salaries from

their temporary employment. Other sources also accounted for 27

_percent. The other sources specified were similar to the sources for

income save for relief food from government and non-governmental

~ organisations.

Among the 'beneﬁts listed in the questionnaires, it. was echoed that

public works projects are useful as a move towards poverty reduction

as they increase household food security as well as cash inflow. The
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Appendices;

Annexure 1 The Questionnaire

|l am Ble‘ssinngosiah Zindoga ‘elopment Siudiés student at
the University of Fort Hare in | carrying out a siudy ciimed
at finding out the successes an SR of public works; _fo,od-for-wbrk
/cash-for-work progggmmifsrﬂgmq'ypft'@ggﬁrag@n, unemploymeni,
and social exclusion povedjeinautn Histriell Nnexjuest your assistance in
answering some questions, which | think, Will assist iné in reaching the
objectives of my study. If you' take part in this interview, you are assured
that this is a purely academic research that regards your anonymity as an
issue of greatest priority. Results from this siudy will only be used for
.academic purposes d'nd as a result, you are therefore requested id
suppress dny politically rnoiivaied sentiments when you supply information.

1ftime allows, | will be free to share with you the results of this siiidy.

‘Th'ankyc‘ou
é ) .

J.B Zindoga
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