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South African Airways is privileged to present in this souvenir album reproductions of a series of tableaux in tiles from 
Holland, depicting scenes from the Anglo-Boer war of 1899 1902 and portrai s of four of the Boer Generals concerned. 

This album is dedicated with appreciation to Dr. Willem Punt, Director of the Simon van der Stel Foundation, whose 
immediate evaluat10n of the historic value of the tile paintings and his untiring efforts to obtain this art treasure against 
heavy bids from other countries, safeguarded this valuable piece of Africa_na for South Africa. 

The Afrikaans text wac; compiled by Dr. C.J. Scheepers Strydom while the English version was provided by Mr. Harry 
Klein. 

Die Suid-Afrikaanse Lugdiens is bevoorreg om in hierdie aandenkingsalbum afdrukke aan te bied van 'n reeks tabla's op 
teels uit Holland wa t tonele uit die Twee de Vryheidsoorlog van 1899 1902 uitbeeld, asook van afbeeldings van vier 
Boeregeneraals wat daarby betrokke was. 

Hierdie album word met waardering opgedra aan dr. Willem Punt, Direkteur van die Stigting Simon van der Stel. Sy 
onmiddellike besef van die historiese waarde van die teelskilderye en sy onvem10eide pogings om die kunsskat te bekom 
ten spyte van groot aanbiedinge uit ander lande, het hierd1e waardevolle stuk Africana vir Suid-Afrika beveilig. 

Die Afrikaanse teks is opgestel deur dr. C.J. Scheepers Strydom, terwyl die Engelse teks deur mnr. Harry Klein versorg 
is. 

 

 



DIE ONTSTAAN VAN 'N KUNSSKAT 
EN SY HERONTDEKKING 

D.:! v_rra s nde ontdekkmf, va'l. tedsk.ilderyf. 01tdtr die muurpapier var 'n 
..:n.1 te 1te, u R ,tterd, m er, d1t f.:1. c.., t 1 d1t tab Io's d1arop weerg w~s va, 
v.,Jd ae nit d,e [wcede Vrvreids0l•rlC'f, rn 'h,eldir~-. va 1 Bee ep,,nc.raa· 1", 
werp nuwe Ii,._ •ip 'r Eu, Jp v.a• dif Boer, "Pa I, r,oc r·Lke '11,,n ere wo I vereer 
511v1.el i;~e'dr .. er een g1.si 1 ihtid oor 'n 1a va'l. Wtrcldwv~ ~la 1.2 wa, v1r dk 
vol cerc" n Cl, I-u~ ,pc e vat Ind 'n u1. ,t• ·dd~aa·nne,,1 Irc-uen wan 1ecr 
w ctaa m d,e vi or, tgaande vy • h::i11der-: 1aa so 'n tr,'o 1 •nclc c • tr r sbar.! 
van die "le ord· <-C tnt by c., , ()era!? Re'_ r rP,, !-'.~t r rn dinh rnahtKe n: 1e, I g 

elc up '1l 1ar d1-. hrce vc ]<<;Jae hLt m t hu le de nrrst a 1e aan die Boen.kart 
1rgc, C: ( ~ n W}S~ wat .,WI tdhcl,b,_ , 'e'1 t'we die O 1it"f KeJ'>er gt 1wmg h, 1 
on • k., .. I nd t-1, de "an dH: di:_:ilomas1_ >pw t l"m I er m< ~ t. d0tn l u opa 
•1~ n e no 10~e e o 1tplr Vi·\ belt, ~f. 

"Wilhel nm (\.r de 1\isd- 1 nde)" SJ tct '•1 hoe I•.a 1swar. bo·n uitf aat, 
,,i d1t> • mr,~ c ,m ir. c,t, di tronf. va 1 Eun pa,, p c Krug •r k,d>J11 in 'dn I-Ir, nse 
taw, aar ,p l•~ 'dtrlards: 01 fog.• ·>den d, <,t!Jtrlani wat 1e e • an1.se 
kPrtr m ,., 1r, r dr ,1 re,t iLr h-! .. De I ran~ vtrdnng LB vcrtr,p n I aa'. n c1le 
t•a~• , h•, Arv,,, r, ,,ienr 1£ Botr~' "\t Jl'/!: 1u1~ nd, Kato 1ekc diem t 

C'T OUt t Pr 1•1. tcrt t·J • 
• l l1 •a tn d1t d l r ,klr1e, Jn di DL it -! tad Kt.U er n Ned ·rl nd, (;[' orals 

w arht. 1 h\ , e , \, anda!; ·1 >r. wvs ct be, l ur va 1 dlC: I-1·,tt I Dt Inde~ 1 1 lJe_r 
H 1a dit '.,·kor, .an waar tl e P eride. t p 1•1 ta ,n tet orr d1t skare;, op_ die 
Vm rhlutp'e n dt_ re'.etr. t~id tc p,,t on hon L t te s1er:. \s '1), w keil n 
.. ~ker m 1r hg i.a~ 1 d ar ' 1 rr, <'tlf, • f'tJ c1 up 

Op t •die tyd t1 " r 1 ,rd Rr ~rt retL s met OC 0110 ~old k en 400 
mi r nt 1 1 <, 1id ,\f 1 t1 ft· 1 die twe. k e r I nd •11' e rep I he e v.. t If~• an die 

, p11 van die r ,r i..;t r,t ,'>Wat r 000 P'1 l ·n • - veld' J'1 tt , . ,o~ di, L raf 
ur du o") n "1t I I CJO' a r brrek. \.\-a d iar r og 1 I ' f. bittntuHier o 1d r 
tu I~ 001 1itl mder, r M. d1 wapt n r e,1 le , 1d,,t altesa r 4,;c, 000 ,old 1H. 
ir dtc 'o,p v11 bvra 1f. ia r teer- h11le g:b•uik. 1 •. ,,Dit B >er," al~u C'onar 
IJ0" It. , ,s d1t :edug ,, • tee•L· mder wa. noit If d1t pad va" d1( Bnt ,t R vk. •e ~um 
h ." 

Get 'O I a n hu 1, prod ku1, tr. disi '1. t voe raanst,,11d~ k mstena -rs v,_ 1 i 1 
d1t rnn rw nt-! ~~d-'Lnd spoed ; te vonrsKvn f,,k.•>rr net sk.ilder\f m ol ~ o• 
waterverf rt eeldho 1\.\- •rk to o album e 1 an, er K ,m- pub,ika e\. \ar he1N 
kar t .. a; die' I 1re;st K, na 11 wc,rd d , gevegtt: rr. t ~'~ n eP renseel " ge'e, 
terwyl dit ook ue , a·1 foto\ dn.k vcr di, sl '<''Velde ontb•cek "I", IH t et 
£'bT'1il K rtWo _: Orr' ,•rat', plere er >1cbu1e Boercra '1~ te ge, Boeregc.nera 1 
1s l or die ht 1. We<ter"~ w~- ld celoot; 'n pl,kkaat 'l.1et ~ e atbe~ld np v ·n gerl. 
( hr1, 1aan dt W<'t 1, ~dfs m :, her~· opre:nui,,,. 'iaam met koerante, ty iskritte, 
bm:ke en vlur,shifte, ht 'r 1'1 ,. sa ct, kum, nt nt 11 >r hicrd1t oorh g Bnttan:e 

E l r "1• te ~ •drrt '\l,.p0le in ·int ·ta ,n 
I oe die ee dn "11 ~ Bone ak s\ to;Jpu 1t hereik. na die aanvan'· like 

Bo~ re ,er,e, c p die slafv,iJ_, 1<.om '1· \Jedrrlandc.r c:- die redagte on dit voorpor 
taal ,,,. n " teatcr net ,n iurted~ te \..:r icr waarop 1 ,-! hdd~d ,cf' va·1 die Boere 1r 

l·uns verewi~ wu wo·d. Hi~r w~, •t; Ollrsp 0onkliks, 'n nuwe t,1tmg om hulde te 
'} toor. c,ro0t \::\;sl ,e en die atbecldi.!;:s va, be· >e nde renera ,! 1 a~ ta >lo sup 
gekkur e teds , avehr ng er vanda~ 1~ t •e d1_ tee ~kuutrye hdon~se do'·t mer­
ta" e van_: • h011gste l vnsrtt alte i:>1> iet~ w,•armee W< iuc- md~r lar,de '•an spog. 

Dk verhrn' van 01e o:-itdekkino v:.>I' d1~ teel k1 erve lit d.e Jaar )QOO '1 die 
aankoop daarvar dcl • <;, iid- \trika. •di.~ic ,;oo 'n :1: ewerhaa 1 uit '1 -,ake­
kar roor. 

Op zq J mu ne 19£,1 here1k 'n b•·iet or Willem Punt, dir.:kteur vm die 
St gtlrg Simon ",n de Sk,. Wat bebof hd oir· 'n do<1dgewone Vrydag op 
1<.:ntoor u Preton1 te wee", word o.1midde'.li' om~,SKPj) m ecr: va,1 die op­
wirdcndste dac w t u n l irrk rur m y • leurf\ ke I mp acJn belt.ef het. D ,e br1d 
1 Ult Am"terdam, 1,1t d1:: . :1to, r var, d1f. Ncderl md-s Zuid.itnka mse Vereen 1-

gmr, Ke1zer,p, ciit 141 duarJ1 • lewer,:iar van kulturck verb nding t J'SSert twee 
la"lde ,ec!crt die tagtiger arl Die sekretar. , jf•11kh, er K.I .n. von Bose, kryf ian 
dr Punt dat 'n ku . skai mUc, ,~ wat vu Suid AJri ..i van out. g:ike waarde n. 
Dit kan vu .._,iid A r.ka vtrlore g, an, want kr per\ mt A ncrika en \Jedcrla_rd 1s 
ger~ed om gr,10, aanhiedIPgc te Joen. A.mew :1 praat ~elf~ v, n honderd dmsend 
dollar 

rw e bot .rndt clementc in die jt•11sif oorht~rs dr. Punt <;e gedagte 
onmiddellik. die enorme bedrag 1ar: re.d, en J1c ah ;c lute nnud,a.,k1ikhcid d~t 
h1erd 'e waardev 11le versamelmg nog d1~sdfde naweek. vir S iid \frika heve1ltg 
mPet word. 

DJe na,;;icmle voorsitter v 111 che Sht tint,, dr S Memng NauN 1, uit tt dig er, 
va'l.dag rit beskikbaar rie. [>ie ecrste tap I du om trktc,mes met ionidiet.r Vc,n 
Bose te skakel e,1 horn te ,e d,• S 11id \frik1 grout bdang stel Dit troos, en d1e 
hoo~wd;ebor, hefr daar aar die Keizer {,r..cht sal min, ens weet dat ,y brief 
Pretoria op hormg, het. 

Die tweede stap Na knn•.,k op <,, .terd .g met dr. ~aude, stuur dr Punt 'n 
kabel n,• A.m,terdam: ,,Re ,crveer muurted, v1r Suid \frika" 

Gelukk1g wan dit huid1pe e1enaar vai. die 1-etrcikke t..,,tcr, mnr. \1 l. Ronk, 
gn:lig d :t die vt:rsamelmg 11c vir Suid Afn • 1 ver,ore moes gam me. Hy het ~elf 
ook eer .le aan SuidAfrika g..:dlnk toe d1 pragtige tc~lwerk <;u onverwag van 
onder d1t ou mumpaptt:r t~ vor,rskyn kom en ht:t jonkheu Vu, Bose d,l1elik van 
die vonds verw ttig. Hv gee die gevraagde op ,1 • r ve k e' 1rfuto" v, n 'p pa 1r van 
die panele later in Pretom aankom, het die gersdnt n-,g htier gcstyg Hier I" kun-s 
van hot geh;1lte. Dis 'r, skitterrnde vcrsamehng Die tablo's 1•; met die hand 
geskildet. 1s ll1 natu•uiikl' kLur en op Hollandsc tecl • van 1 'i cm x 15 cm 

Mau u. hierd1e tadmrr 1• daar nog ha e Hae waarop antwoordc ontbreek. 
Wie we.:.- die l·un temar? Waar e'l. waf'neer 1s die werk gedoen er wie het die 
opdrag gegee > 

Dr Willem Punt 1s 'n historiku; V.-Jt van veldwerk hou; dis hy wat die 
moNdtoreel v-'n die Van Rensburgtrek gevind het, ook het hy die waspore van 
d,e Trkh. rdttrek gevolg, die onbekende m. l os horn in 'n beknopte landjie soos 
~cderland en hy sal die inligtmg ondd al die miljoene mense uitswffel. 

Vcrg~sel van sy dn,(tcr ,tap dr. Pl:nt die 1 eater Victona in Rotterdam bmne 
V J!,•er, sy ete getu1em gaan 'n rilirn!' de,IT horn bv die aanskoue van die 
prootse kultuurhistllnese skat Dis r:og mo01cr .1s wat hv ooit gedroom het' 

Die k. ,optransaksie 1s afgeh nrld, el) saarr met mnr. Tor Koot van die Bond 
Hetrrsc.h,1t, soeK hv na die antwoorde op sy vrae. In die durpie Laren spoor 
hul'e w,Hcm "an Norden op, 'n gry5a trd van agt tn taghg J.iar. Hy hct m lQOO 
meegehelp om die tecl te ve1va·1rd1g. 'wus dte watermerk agterop die tcels 
aandv. i,; dit .ndci daad 'n produk var, d,e bekende teelfabriek. De Di~tel in 
Ams•erda.n. 

Mnr. Van "lorden hPt or,k. ,,nthou wie die kunstenaar was wat die tablo's 
•esk.ilder het. Hy was ( onehu'i de Brum, gebore 7 April 1870 m d1e stad 
l tree.ht en oorkdc m .\msterdam op :.7 Augu~tus I CJ40. Sy vakopleiding het hy 
ontv.n~ OI der toesi1: van prof. .\ugu tu, .\llebr {1838-ICJ27J, m !ewe direkteur 
" n die \mstcrda·n~ Rijl-:s-Akadem1e van Beeldende Kunsten. Hy was as tee!­
' ildtr ir d1t:ns van De Ifotel t:n van die Dordtsche Kunstpottenj. Hoewel hy 
m•k. r n var y doel e u1tge~wl hd wa, hy ver1l ;1s tcelskilder bekend. 

Cor de Brum het sy werk met liefde, talent en vakmanskap uitgevoer en sy 
n1,twl·1p hi), 'n meesterstnK, hoewd h} nooit m Suid-Afrik:.i was nic. Vir daardie 
gcbrcl<. aan ken tis het hy deur n1 Jkeungt studie van illustrasies uit rngel,e en 
\Jedt.rlands<.? br, mne wrgc,ed. D. ara;1n het dit nie ontbrf'ek nic; m tydsk.rifte, 
hoeke en album~ was fotJ'~ en sketse tc kus en te keur As voorbeeld van 
I asgenoemde wa, d1ar dit· lywige publikas1e v.,n ~s cm x > 7 cm, De Zuid-
4frikaansche U ir/og. Hi5t.1risd1 GeJenkbork (ongedateer) deur G.I. Kepper, 
uitgegee deur AW Sijthotf, l eiden, en deur skrywer el' uitgewer opgedr, ,,aJn 
den c;;taatspreside 1t der Zuid-Afrikaansl he Republiek, den Ho0g [delen Heer 
SJ P Kruger, den onvermoeiden strijder voor vrijheid en recht"_ Die werk WJS 
1ykliK gc'illustreer met foto 's en sketse, ook uit Fngelse bron. 

So wa • da,•r De OnrloK 111 Zuid-Atrika uitgegee m Am,terdam r ekenmge 
daann van die rngelse nuhtere kunstenaar ( ohn Woodville was ongetwyteld die 
basis van De Brum se pragt1ge ontwerpe van Ladysmith en C'olen$o. 

Die teater in R11tterdam h in hierd1e veelbewoe dae gehou. Die eerste 
e:enaar, CN A. L llO',. kies 'n naam d iarvoor wat by die tydgees insk.akel: dit 
word di• Teater Tran;vali,1. Bnrshecld<.? van presid~nte Kruger en Stey11 is in die 
Vl 11 >rportaal geplaas waar die pragtige tee! teen die murP aangebnng ,s. 

Maar die opdrag a. n d 1e kun~tenaar het van sekere Ht.btkamp gekom vertel 
mnr. V.in Norden. Hulstkamp wa, emthk. bekend a, die baas van 'n jenewersaak. 

~m v.i, te ,tel nt die ver\amelmg volled1g 1,, het dr. Punt die hele geskiedems 
van die _teater nage:,poor. In_ 1907 1·, veranderinge a1ngebring en van persberigte 
word afgele1 dat die pragteels onaangeroer gelaat 1-s. In }Q.3'i het verdere ver­
bouing pliasge~md e_n die na ,m ";m die kompleks is na Victoria verander. 
Hoewel p,•r,bengte me meld,?g maak van versteunng wat die teeltablo's betref 
me, ··kvn d1t ot daar tog by h1erd1c geleentheid enkele stukke verlore gegaan het. 

Mm. Van "!l.>rden on thou rn dit word deur persberigte uit die 1aar I 900 
g~staaf dat daar teelportT'~tte aan die mure was van kommandant-generaal 
l ou1, Botha, genl. J.H.M. Kock, luit. dr. H. C'oster, gen!. De Villebois-Mareuil, 
gen! P.i\. CrnnJe. gen! C.R. de Wet, genl. J.B. de la Rey, genl. PJ Joubert en 
gen! W Ptnn-S), mon,. 

Van ?ie laaste vyf krygsm~nne_ ,is daar op die oomblik geen spoor nie 
behalwe die ondersknf van gen I. ( ronJe se afbeelding. 

Die teclskildcrye beeld die vnlgende veldslae uit: Spioenkop, C'olenso, 
l advsmith, Stormberg, Reddersburg, Magersfo·•tein, Modderrivier en Paarde­
berg. Die tabla's van -',3 m x 1,5 m ts in die Jugendstil uitgevoer en getuig van 
hue kunstenaarstalent. 

'n De<;kund1gc restouratcur, J. Curvers, kry opdrag van dr. Punt om die teels 
van die .muur te verwyder Elkeen word noukeurig nagesien, gerestoureer en 
vem1s. N~ ,ts maande 1, • !~al weer nuu_t, gen?.mmer en verpak twee duisend 
b ,rvan. 1, Ly nboot van die H111land-Atnka LIJn vervoer dit gratis na Kaapstad. 

Kultuurvercnigings, o.m. van die Suid-Afrikaanse P01isie en die Weermag, 
hct die a:mkoop van d1r versameling geldehk gcborg, maar op 24 November 1970 
Wl•rd 'n uitstallmg daarvan deur mnr. P.W. Botha, Minister van Verdediging;in 
die r PA. gebou, Pretoria, gcopen. Hy is so getref deur die gehalte van die 
kuns•'.' at dat hv die hele vcrsameling 00Tgenecm het ten bate van ~y departe­
ment, wat juis bt:,ig 1s met die uitbouing van krygsmuseums. ·n \1.eer gepaste 
bydrae tot 'n Suid-'\tnl<.aanse kryg~muscum is nouliks denkbaar. 

'n Suk. ,e,verhaal dus waard~ur Suid•A.fnka c;e kultuurbates aansienlik 
verc;terk. is. 

 

 



THE ORIGIN OF AN ART TREASURE 
AND ITS REDISCOVERY 

I h~ excih ., ' ,cm, Pr c,f har pai 1ted tilt L 1d:!r tht w lln tptr of • n o'C' 
' .. atr, ir R J t rd m nd th tact th all He table a 1x d, plC tre1 on the tiles are 

T _nd_ rin ', of \ngh Bu r w r be ttl s ar C. por rait Cf Boc-r generals, throw fresh 
h.mt • Ill a Irv► C a lXl(IUS to d1scc,v .... r CW av;;' rnes fr r laudm, their heroes. 

~u--h pirit a:1d ur ar 1 1ity o• n upo, • were r trc h the pee pl e f r urope. In 
fact, i• ; hard to f nd a pfriod m ,_, p cc1., nf five hurdred years. when f'lere 
h td beens .. n, bond 0f emt tional u 11ty tret<..hJT r, fru:1 the l'lorth Sea to •he 
l 1ra S rC'f dip] >mah .. p_ JllS [,0Vtrrme7.t<, wrre trrndi"? wariJ'y, but th pe,,p'e 
m P"T"rai did no hf c to cxpr q their q,Mpath•e\ with demonstrat1 ms m 
favour ot tte Bmr i, a nann r wh1d· fo i.;ec then ruler;, with tn .. exceph0n ot 
the L,ernan Ka.·er, h d1J .. rd the rr~trammr.rncurrbra.,ce ot diph>mat'y 1nd to 
om •n the reneral wave o support 

"W iU lmma ( o '1.e th r a,dsl", said a 0 emor F rer c'U'1an, ''1s tne o'lly 
'mar' 011 the ttr me o i: urc pe". when she. ~"nt t'le Dutch ship Grldaland to 
t-rmr, Pre ider t Kruger to r urope after the tid .. of w. r haC' turned agaJT. t t •m. 
Wh1."1 hf , rrivcd ,i: a E r .. '1 ·h port, th..' French pec,ple Jn tied and tnrrp ed ore 
aro•t:-r 11 the str .. ets witt thelf enthu. astir welcome. "Vire Krnger H•eflt /€$ 

B > •r ' • T tus did ho 1 ;ar ds of ( atho11c. aLclam the MO t orthod0x of Protes­
tarts 

The old Pre idcr t wa· acclaimed throqmout rurope ir Belp1u'.Tl, m the 
Gerr1an 1..1t" .>t Cc>ll "ne. If tht 11.Jetherlmds, and whcrt vu he travelled. r c, th 1s 
day the mararemn of th~ Hotd d s Incte, n the Hague point • J the bakor y 
where Presi.Lmt Kn ger st01 1c h• ':li.;kr ow ,ed •c the tributt of '1.e crowd g, t 1 .. red 
h H. Yv'lr'1out Sq Im. t-elow Wren ne raised his to, 'iat m greetmg. a mighty 
rear fi!:...'d tt.c air. 

\t this st, f of tne warm s,rnth l\fm.a, Lord Ro'Jerts •he Brifrh <;upTemc 
( omm ~rder, had '00 000 me ri and 40'.) artillery pieces ir the wuntry to u·,e 
ag .. int the two sr1a I rural republics of the Tnnsvaa; and Free State which, even 
at the outset qf •re war, cou d rruster no nore thar J'i 000 men. Wher the end 
can-it' in May 1902 there were still 21 2.'i6 de hards 1'1 .. ludmg Uitlander~ 1'1 
the fed to !. y dowr thwir arms. 

Ih, was atter a total of 4'i0 000 men had 11eer throwr against them m the 
coune of ,tlf'lo~t three y;;-1rs >f war. '·lhe B0er", wrote Cona, Doyle, "was the 
rrost fornid .. b ~ artaror-ist who everuo,sed the p~•h ot Inperial Br;tain". 

1 TU;! to their r,re it cre1tive trad !ior~. le .. , mg artists especia'ly m tht 
• ethulards 0:m hegan turnin'"( out oil paintm •s water colour<, Nclungs, 
sculptuTes, photo al'mrrs ard art pub[ cat ons, eulopisinJ the Bl•er . Un both 
sides of tht: I ngl ·h l'ha,nel the 5tr Jgg!e wa, recorded m pen and pai'lt, .. nd by 
pto•orraphs d1r .. c t frorr tht ½c1tt efitld~ Jt b .. carre l.'0Mr10n pTacticc to name 
streets, square, and b 1ildi-1Js aftt. r Jk •r le .. ier . Boer generals were praised all 
over tht: Wtstern w0rld; a p1 1 ter depict ng Gcrera. ( hrishaan de Wet was tc, be 
seer t.Vrn in Siberia. fhrour.h new•paryers, rn .. :az•re;, 'Joo '> a11d leaflets, a mars 
Clf docume'ltat on was built up cover np; the war Britain's greatest smce 
l\Japole >n 

At the nnitn of the ardour for the Boer caust after their earl)' victories, a 
Dutchman struck upon the idea of decoratmg the foyer of h1~ theatre with tiles 
or. \\-hich the herc>ic deed- of the Bo •rs would be artistically lffimortal;sed Here 
w .. s somethmg original. a new way of exprerm g praise. Pictures of great battles 
and tamous genera s were used as tableaux on colourrd tiles. Today these tile 
paintmgs are histnrical d0-:•1ment recorded ir.. art of a high order and of a kind 
few other countne, can boa t. 

The story of he c. sco"ery of the tile pain hr rs dahrR from the year I 900, 
and the•r purchase by South ,Hrica, h .. 5 the ring of a success tory from an 
executive office 

On the 2Qth January, 1%9, a 1_, ter arrivf'd tor o.-. Wil em Punt, director of 
the Simon van der Stei F mndati >n. A day that promised to be 1ust another 
mundane f riday m his of 1c 1, Pre ton 1, er anp:ed into one of the most exciting 
days in the cohurful life of the directc r. The letter wa; from Am<terdam. from 
the office of the 'I.Jee1er1anas luidafrikaame Veremr,1rs!, I H Keizersgracht 
that pulsating cultural vem which has Joined Hie two countries smce the eighties. 
The secre•ary. Jcrkheer K.f O von Bose, wrote to Dr. Punt that this art 
treasure o! great va ue to ::;c uth Afiica had 'Jeen discovered llrless quick action 
was taker tht tile coulc.' be lost t( South Africa, as buyers from America and 
the "!etherland; were prepared to offer ,;ub,tantial sums of money for them. A 
te-ritative otfe, from America mrntioned 11ne hundred thousand doll~rs. 

Dr Purt's mind wa. domirated !Jy two maJL•r elements of c0ncern; one, the 
erormous ~ 1m of money required and, two, the absolute urrency to secure the 
valuabk collection for South Afnca dunng that weekend. The national cha1Tman 
of the Fourdat1on o~. <;. \1.eirhg Naude, was out of town and not available that 
day fre first thing to be dore wa, for Dr Punt to te_lephone J,)nkhecr Von 
Bose and to intimate that South Afr,ca w .. 5 very much 1rtere~ted. It was some 
consolation that the eminent gentkman on the Keizersgracht would at lea·t 
learn that h•s etter had cau ,ed great excitement m Pretona. 

<;econdly Dr Pt nt, after contactmg Dr. 11.Jaude on ilie Saturday, sent a 
further cable to Amsterdam· '"'Reserve wall tiles for South Africa." 

Fortunately. the present ow!ler of the theatre cone erned, Mr. M l . Rook, 
w ~ keen that South Atnca shoi.:ld !lot lose the collection His first thoughts, 
when the beautiful tile~ were discovered under the old wallpaper, were tor South 
Africa. and immediately he informed Jonkheer Von Bo,e of the find._He agree_d 
to the opti m asked for. ~ ... w heights o! ert'1us1.' ,m were mamfo~ted m Preto_na 
when colour print,; of a few ot tr.e tiles were received 1 his was art of a high 
quality. A hrilliant lOllect10n. fhe tableaux were hand-pamted ir natural ..:olours 
on Dutch tiles mer,;urmg 15 cm x ! 'i cm. 

But at th·s st". e a wrr· to l!'a!'y qur tow we:, ms ng. Who w .. s the 
artist' Wh re and w t ... n was the wmi-. lXt, ut d nd w u ..:l 7.1m1s IC'r ed It' 

Dr Willem Pun 1, 1 his•-:1riar wro ~·n ov !Lid wo k. It wa, he who 
discovered Ire Sl.ene of the murder , f tne Va, Rtnsb 11y, trek tie. too, it was. 
who foll >wed the wagon tra ks uf '1.e frkhardts into tl-ie u 1 nown le .. ve 1frn 
m a small l0u1 try like the 11.J tt .. rla-:1d and he will ferret mt the inf0rmation 
from ar10ng it~ rrd o 1· ot pe0plt 

Accompanied 'J}' h1 dau•hter, Dr. Ptnt vi tei! Holland ard th: Vi1.,tHia 
f heat re 1r Rotterd, rr \r i.;c rd, 1r, t0 his •)Wn testLTPonv , pica ant shuddtr went 
H.r,ugt hur..th1sf•rstsightnf '11 .:•1ltura r toTica trt: ue.Itwa,evcnmcre 
beauti ul than he had r1a~Ir .. d 111 Ju w I t dream . 

The deal was corduded ar d tqgtfher with \1.r I en K1Jot uf the Heernsl·hut 
F 0 undat10n Dr. Pu·1t e 1deavL un.d to un<l t'1c a 1 w r to his q e tinrs. In th 
village of l arcr the~ tr 1ctG t'lc aged M.r. Willem v, r 'I.Jt1rd..'n, already in his 
tighty-cighth ) ear In I 900, he 11ad helped tum n•1fadun. the tiles. As indicated 
'Jv the wattrMark. on the • ai.;k ,,t He ti'e, th y w.. hdeed produd· of thr 
wt!! know 1 tile factt_,ry, De Dist I, in Ar. terel. m. 

Mc Van Nordrn .! o re ... alled tht mm of tie artist who pai•1ted the 
ta1,lcaux. He was Corneln.. de Br 1in bor" •n th .... 1ty t1f l trecht on 7th Apnl, 
lk70 He died If Amsterda n on 27th Au[ust, !'HO. De Bru1'l reu~ivcd hi­
profe ·ional traJ'llllu under Prof. Au._"l5tus \II be ( 18]&- lg_ 7) dt nn, hi. lif~­
hme dmctor r-f the \rr: ·t rdans RiJks-A adem1i: van Bedderde Kunstcr He 
bernn a tile pa1rtcr ·n th ,"'rHce of De D tel and of the Dordtsi.;he Kunst­
potterlJ. A,tho I h he ,(•mehmc exhibit d his \.anva e •. ne wa~ rt.ally known as a 
tile pai7.t r. 

( o de Brum put lov , talent and arti-try nto h1 work l\lthough he did 
not v1 t <;nt th ,\fma his p .. 11 ~1·1i\S were m tcrp1Pce·. He comp~n-ated for hn 
lac1 nf bowlcd._,e of Pie cot ntry by a c.areful ;tudy t f il!t strat10ns from English 
and _Dutch source.,. lhe e wut pl..ntiful. Magaimt,;, books and .. lburnsl'ave him 
a wide cho1..:e 0f photot,rap~ ard 1;ketches. A~ an example o. the latter. there 
wa; the volummou~ pu'"'hcatwn of ~'i cm x 27 cm of De Zuid Afnkaamche 
O_orlog Hi~tormh Gtdrnkhork (undated1 "Y GI. Kepprr, pu'Jlished hy A.W. 
S11thoff, l eid_er. a1 d dedicated t>y author and p 1blisher tu ,den i;;taatspreside,t 
der Zu1d Afnkaan. ,che Republiek, e1en Hoog Edc!tn Heer SJ P Km~er, den 
orvernouc:lcn 5tn1der voor vri heid e'l rtcht." {the St tt: Prt ident of the South 
Afri1.,an Republic, the Right Hono 1rah!e S.J.P. Kruger, the unrenitting t·ghter 
for frced?Il' and right) The work was freely •llu trated \\-ith ph,,tographs and 
sketd C\ mdudm .. na·1v from Fnr,lish ~ource,. 

There was al ·o D£ Oorhg m Zuid Afrika p11blisted in Amsterdam. Sketches 
m this pub! cat10n bv tht' E'11gl·h militarv artist ( o'JT w.,odville undoubtedlv 
forrred the haSJs o+ De Bruin's beautiful de ·g'l~ of I ady mi•h and Colemo. • 

The theatre in Rotterdam w ... ~ built m these e"entfuJ days. lhe first owner, 
C .\I .A l oos, chose it· name i 1 tune witr the spirit of the era He named It 
Transvalia. Busts of Pre~ident° Kruger anel <;teyn stood m the toyer where the 
magnificent tile'> decorated the walls. 

However, ai.;cnrdmr, to Mr. Van 'IJorden, tt1:- artist' c >mmm10n came frn•n 
a Mr Hulstk.amp who wa, known tu be the head of a gm factory. 

In establishmg whether the collect1on was compkte, Dr. Punt traced the 
entire history of the theatre t\ terat1cms were xecuted m 1 Q07 and fro·n Press 
report_s it could be deduced that the magnifi..,ent tiles were left untouched ~t 
that trne. Further 5tru...turai changes were undertaken m I 935 and tht. name ot 
the c0mplex wa, changed to Victoria. 

It would appear that a few piecr~ were Jo5t m this ~ccond alteration 
although Press reports d,, not mention that tht: tile tableaux were dist ubed. ' 

\fr Van "lorden r~members confirmed by Press report from the year 
1900 that tue portraits 0f ( ommandant-General l I ui· Botha. General J H.M. 
K~c~, l i.eutrnar• D:. H. ( oster, General De Villebo:~ Mareuil, General P.A. 
(_ on•e,_ C,eneral ( .R de Wet, General J.H. de La Rev, Gereral P.J. Joubert and 
Gerera. W. Penn <;vrrom were on the walls at ore time. 

Up to the present the tile portraits of the [a5t five dist nguished soldier" have 
not b;en traced, with the ex1.ept1on nf the capho·1 to the drawmg of Ge·1eral 
CronJe. 

Al} t~le paintmS(s of the f-,attles covered m the ~enes have been preserved 
These Jlli.;,ude Sp1oenkop, ( olenso, Ladysmith, S•orm\>erg, Reddnshurg, \1agers­
fontem, Modd~r Rwer and Paardeberg. The tableaux ot ',3 m x l,S rn m ~ue 
were executed m the Jugendstil and bear testlffiony of a great arh5tic talent. 
. An expert restorer, J. ( urvers, was ..:om•nissioned by Dr Punt h• re7.1ove the 

tiles fr~m the wall. Each was carefully c becked, restored and varnished and wher 
the tasK w.as completed after six month,. thcv were once more •mmbered and 
packed l 000 pieces m all ard shipped to South Afnca free 0f charge by th 
Hollar,d Afrika lme. 

Vanous cultural association', amonr, them those of the South Afncan Police 
and the So_uth African Defe:1ce Force, finan..:ially sponsored the acq 1isihon of 
the collect10n. On 2~t~ November, 1970, the Mini)ter of Defence, Mr P.W 
Bot~a, opened an exh1'>1hon of the hk, 1P the new I PA. Buildmg m Pretoria. 
So _impressed_ was he with the quality of th . art tre1sure that he acqt>ired the 
entire colle_ct1on_ for the Department of Defence, which at present i; oci.;upied m 
exten?mr; it~ m1hta1y mu eums. There co•1ld hardly have been a more 5 1ita':>le 
contnbut1011 to a South Afncan \1ihtarv Mu 'eum. 

. _The acqui~it1on of thi~ umque hie, .. ollect1on reveal• a su..:-:ess story wluch 
has i.;o,is1derably enhanced South Atnca ., ..:ultural assets. 

 

 



DIE SLAG OM LADYSMITH 
By die verstr} k_ng var die Republik~inse i:lt1m.1tJm v.i, die twee R.:i:;.1bh~ke Nill! op 

11 Oktober 18 ~9 bmne, die Iransva1lse magte oor Lamgsnek c-:1 d,e Vryst.iat~ hoof nag oor 
Vanrrer.cmpas, t:san:e by1n 13 1)00 rrln Die Ir~rw1lers sak die Drckensberp,l: ;.f om die 
strat.61~ ;c rasse na die benede- IJgel.i suid.:;os vn l .idy ,m,th •e bese• terwy I die Vrystaters 
or die teenoorgeste de flar.k mik •n du: nitmg V.ill Acton Homes, wes va:1 I.1dvsm1th 

A.s t ierdie toevoubewegmg 'n dre,;iement mhou vir gen!. George White n l adys"llth, 
dan 1s die pou1e va"l renl. W. Penn-Symons by Dundee, n.>ordo(ls v.rn Lad}smith. mderdaad 
hagliK Dit 1s me s1r Georre se wens dat hy dJ1r moet w~s me: Die 1ongcr lwncr:ul het egter 
daarop _ aangedring en die voile ondersteuni'lg v.m die Nat.i!se kabinet gekry. Str (,eorge 
White het de argum~nt gewcmne gegee. 

By Dundee bc•torm Pcnn-Syrions se soldate Talanaheuwel met rukscs ma.:ir hyself 
word dod.:Iik rewond er de bevel gaan oor op kol. J.11. Yule, wat tot bng.idier-genera,11 
bevordcr worrL 

Yule val op Lldysffi!th tefll!' en om te verhoed d.:it die Republ1keme sy h:rugtog afsny, 
moet WhHe aar.vallerd optree. Dis ee•1 v1r jou en een vir my as hy J1e Tranw.ilers en 
l itlanderkorpse onder gen!. J.H M. Ko~k by l land;laagte versl.1an m:ur die aftog moet bl.1.is 
lJy Rietfontem, d1, Vq,staters se eerste geveg van die oorlor,. Hoewel hy 1n la.1,gcnoemd~ 
gcveg die slegste daarvan afkom, het hy sy doe! bereik om Yule te lielp. Di~ bcmk 
Ladysnith veihg na die ~oot verliese wat die B•itte teen l ucas \feyer by r a!Jna gcly het 

Alie weerstand wat die Britte op dte oomblik ir. ''Jatal kan bied, 1s nou m l adysrnith 
saamgctrek soo< die Republikeine sowat 11 000 man. Die Boere slu1t L.iJvsmith byna 
geheel in en hulle voorhoede l)eweeg by die dorr verby tot aan die Tugela. So eindtg die 
eerste fase van d1e i11val m Natal 

Die twee kante maak h111lc gcrced v1r 'n botsmg om die hesit van l adys1mth 'Ilic .:en 
v-an die partye het tyd om te vcrloor nie. Du: Boere moet onthou dat gen! Sir Rcdv.:rs Bulkr 
nou enii:e oombl1k m Kaapstad k:Jn a~nkom en dat dit aan die Wcskus van Afrika wemel vJn 
troepeskepe op pad na Durban. Aan die ander kant vrees White dat mccr burgers en meer 
groot kanonne mar aankom wat ,he pom1e v1r horn onhoudbaar kan maak. 

Die Britse generaal beslult om in du~ omstandighedc onm1ddellik slag le !ewer in die 
vertroue dat 'n neerlaag vu die Boere horn gen,,cg tyd sat gee om uit tc hou tot Buller in 
Natal aankom. Of, as die slag lfaie gunstig verloop, mag hy in staat wees om met W groot 
troepemag oor die Tugela m die rigtmg van PietcrmJritzburg tcrug tc val. 

Hieruit vloei voort die slae van Nicholsonsnek en \1odderspru1t. Ole twee slae moct 
egter as een beskou word_ Hulle vind dan ook gelyktyd1g plaas en hullc afloop kan moontlik 
die lot van Lldysmith bepaal. 

In die nag van 29 Oktober 1899 begin die troepcbewegings uit Lldysmith. White stuur 
twee van sy betroubaarste regimente om 1\/1,holsonsnek. sowat 10 km noord van Ladysmith, 
te beset. Dis die Irish Fusiliers en die Glouce<ters. Solank hulle die nek kan hou. ~I sy 
linkerflank gedek wees wanneer hy met sy hoofmag tangs die Moddcrspruit aanval. Die 
elfl1onderd man staan onder bevel van kol. ( arlton van die I usiliers. Na die regtcrflank stuur 
hy eweneens gesoute troepe Die sentrum word deur kol. Ian Hamilton aangevoer en die 
ruitery staan onder kol. John French. l aasgenoemde sou m die Eerstc Wtrddoorlog die 
opperbevelhebber van die Bnt,c troepe m Vbandere en f rankryk word. Hamilton sou in 
daardie oorlog die Dardanelle bestorm. 

Toe d1t Ilg word, bespied 'n luglJallon iets betrekhk nuuts m oorlogvoering die 
posis1es. 

Wat die lugballon ook al tc rapporteer het, een dmg vcral merk hy nie op nic, ..:n d1t 1s 
die desperate seme van Carlton op Nicliolsonsnek. Hy het geen wofgcskut nic_ Die muile 
met die hcrgkanonne het die nag op loop gesit en het skoon verdwyn. 

:~ia .. r dis nie al me. Die Boere het grehg op die koms van Carlton gewag. Hulle het die 
oorheersende posi,ies beset en vir Carlton sy plek·gereserveer. Teenoor kol Carlton I~ kmdt. 
G.M.J. van Dam met die Zarps (Zuid-Afrikaanschr Republiek Polihe) asook veldkornet 
Christiaan de Wet van die Heilbronse kommando. 

Die geveg begin op die nek en daar onder aan die \1odderspru1t: Die Bnttc hct baw 
meer kanonne maar di~ van die Boere skiet verder. l onan Doyle kla ., Yslike bomme die 
g,ootstc wat ooit op 'n slagveld ontplof het • geslinger oor afstande Wdt ons vyfticnpondcrs 
nie kan haal me, hul ons batterye m rook en vlamme. Fen kolossale Creusot (die Long Tom) 
werp 'n born van 96 lb oor 'n afstand van vier my!, en verskeic houwitsers van 40 lb stel ons 
veldkanonne in die skadu". 

Die eerste wat nie meer kan uithou nie. is Carlton op Nicholsonsnek. Hy hys die wit 
vlag, en alle soldate wat nog orent kan kom, staan op en gee oor. 

Deneys Reitz vertel: terwyl hy nog met sommige van die Bntse offisiere staan en praat, 
st'! een skielik: ,,My Gosh; look there"' Die hele Britse mag aan die Moddcrspruit slaan op 
die vlug, terug na Ladysmith. Reitz hoor hoe (nrisha;m de Wet mompel asof hy met Pict 
Joubert daaronder praat: ,,Los JOU ruiten; los jou miters'" 

Maar die Kommandant-gencraal los me sy miters nie en White se oorgeblewe magte 
lJereik Ladysmith. terwyl dir Boere hullc nou daJr heeltemal toevou White se verliese was 
stellig meer as I 300; by Nicholsonsnek alleen het 850 oorgegee. Di~ van die Boere was 86. 

Twee dae later bereik Buller Kaapstad en bmne twee maande hct hy 'n leer van 20 000 
man aan die Iugela opgcbou, waar die groot veldslae van Colenso, Spioenkop, Vaalkrans en 
Piete.rshoogte sal woed, alles om Ladysmith te bevry. 

Sir Ueorgc White sou egter me doodstll op die verdcdiging If nie. Hy het horn moedig 
gcwcer en sna1,,s waaghalsige uitvalle gcmaak om die Boerc te toon dat sy troepe nog glad me 
afgeskryf kan word me. Net voor die Boere born finaal mgc\luit hct na ,,"Joumful \1onday'', 
soo, die Bntte die droewige dag van hulle neerlaag aan die \1odderspruit genoem het, kon hy 
'n aantal skeepskanonne uit Durban in ontvangs neem. Dlt hct horn aansienhk groter 
weerbaarhe1d be,org. 

Dis vier maande later 27 februane I 900 ,,Halt! \Vho ~oes there'?" so word 'n 
wagpos aan 'n buitewyk van Ladysmith geda.:ig. ,,htcnd", kom die antwoord. Ladysmith 
was weer vry n:i 118 dae van bclecnng. 

THE BATTLE OF LADYSMITH 
On 11th October, 18'l9, f,r,cs from tlic TrJnsvaal .,nd ~ ree State 1rv.1de-c' ~atal, 1ttJ!' 

hour, .iftcr the ,rntbrcJk ,,f war the preHous day. 
The lransvalers ~r,,s,ed tm: borJer al L..ic;;snek .ind the rr . .1 r i:;,ee St~t. xdy pc,u,~j 

down th.- Drakcmberr at Van Reenen's Pa,s, J total of .ilm,>st I { udO t, ,'.1t nr r,:::r fron the 
two Republi,s. 

,\. wide enc1rding movement w,th Ladysrrr,h as its main ob;c·. t:ve wJs J~ve _ -ied ft_ 
Transvalers descended the Drakembem m a tllree-pron<•ed move tt ocrnpv ne s!rater, 
pass.:, on the way to the lower Iur;e,J, south-e1,t of Ladys•mth· w;j ~ trr Free <;ut~r,, or 
the opposite flank prmcedecl 111 th,;: duect10n of ,\,ton H >me,, Wtst of lad~:rr •t,. 

Apart from thre,1tenmg the safety of General Sn Gc.:>rgc Whte , L"a} ,Mith witli th~ 
mam body of tlii; British forces iri N1t.1I, t'11• cnc1rding nov.: by th.: Boers !7"d~ de. re .it. 
the position of General \v. Penn-Syml>m at Dund.:e north-east of I ac1}sm1th 

Boldly dnvir,g on Ladysmith I tom the r,orth and west. Genera: J, ,but < 1cc~~ded ,n 
dislodging the Bnt1sh trom Ihmdee aftrr the ~pinted action at ral.1na H1L n wlucli Gn1:ral 
Penn-Symom was mortally wounded. ( oloncl Y 1le, later Br,;;.1d1~r-Ge,ieral w 10 ~ llceeded 
m command_ carried out a splerd1d w1thdr.m.,1 m the fa-:c of great ><ld, to reJmr the '!lam 
body of thr army at L1dy,1mth ro hep the way l)prn for !um Grneral White en OLt,ter 
21st, despatched a colurnn to EIJndslugte t.> h0ld C'ff tlie Boers drtVP1f won tL fla'lk , 1 !:!! 
the north-east 

H was turn and turnJbout m !he 13ntlsh v1Ltory arai,1<t the r1a·isvalers .i·ict the 
Forcl!!ll ( orps _under_GeneTdl I I! \1 KoLk at h:mdslJJgte, and tt:. B 'er su~c.c ., a• Ric,•·:,n 
tem, the h..:c St 1h:rs first act10n of the war 

With th.:s..: p.rchminari, act1.:>ns out of the way th,;: stl"C w h ~t for th J· f 
Ladysmith. 6 " _Jm.1 o 

At the outset of the ca111pa1:-;n in ~at.i, Sir George \\h1te dcs,r,d to i:nJcrtlke .i fightm 
withdrawal tro!11 Ladysmith to the mor.; readily defendablc hilly LO'lntri, hdow the Tugcl~ 
and to hold th1~ , ,,untry until 1l'mfnrce•nenh unv~d trom l r~1crJ p , t·l . d -
d• t· t'd tlt·r . •c , d c c·. "· · • ·o'" •• ,.1 ", cors1 erJt10rs 

1c a c o ~ w1s , "11 ,ir ,corge nh1te was ordered to hold l 1dvsm ti t II 
Prad1.:ally ,1111hc re•1 t:mcc the Brtti-h "' ·r,· ·ble to m· ~t ~. 1.t". 1 J Lh<JS!s ' o "' ~ ' il> er 1n "-' a at t 1s t1<>e w ; about I, 1)0 men. now c.on.:-,nt.rateJ at Ladi,m11 th It:. Boers <• • 

pressed on hJrd afkr tlie t.:mrorary ,rtlJ:ick at l la•1d•laa;te d · !about t equ .. ,t dm hnurrber, 
• h h d • ' " • an a m,,. enurc r t e town wtt t e1r vanguar ,,11 the fugela Mmdfui ot the rna•sive u t ·I t ' . . th . t 'Ii I ,. un 1s 1 rem orccme,it~ l,ready at 

se.i on } w1. •1•:Yh ~' a1taf • and t~at L.citcral Sir R,. d~ers Buli.::r wa; due fror., l ngland to take 
comman,, o e ,ata ront and the sup' , . l . •• 
time to lose 1f the" v. r. to su .. d ,cine Jn 11 •nJn( m ">outli A111,.i the Roers had 11ttlc 

• , c " "el' 111 re 11cmg Sir (, ·o , Wh t ' b f h opportum.ty passed Accordm"lv th'"- d " rgc I c s um~ e ore t e 
c•. , ,, prepare 1.>r their attack on l ldvsmlth 

Sir (,eorgc Whtte m t11rn dct 1,Jed thJt unkss tl B , d . . •. 
crushmg dekat, 1t was 1nevitJblc th t l d ·t • •1e oer 1 van,e __ ,,,Id be c.hecked by J 
for a strategic w1th-lrawal had pas~el a )'Sin!, 1 would b.: isolated ard 1rve~ted. The time 

Doughty soldier he was, Su George Wh t, f d · 
th1s ~vcnt1•ality and he detcrrnmed b Ide re use to <.ountrnancc a tJm.: a,.:cptance ot 
being dr,nvn "round him, rven thou'T •' " 1 stroke to break lhe circle v.'11ch was steadily 
Natal w011ld haw been at the mer ·y g 11 ti ~n~Jor m1,hap to Ills for,·es v.,ould hJW meJnt tl1at 

A.ccordmgly, on Mon<b . 0 \ 0 le epubhc.in fori:cs 
fraMvaal and l rec State c-,rr{111', ,cd ober 30th • the Bnttsh garn,on ,a!hl:'d forth to attack the 

an os tn ;i gcn.:r:, I J<. hon 
In preparation for the battle \';1 d 

Octohcr 191h two of his m ,st I ute espakh<c'd from Ladysmith dunng tbl) mght of 
to .occup·y Nicholson'• N k' bfllS!eld regiment, the lrhh 1'usthcrs dnd tl1e Glome<.tcrs 

' c , a out O km north f 1- • • A I · I t · k regiments .:o,1ld hold then ·k WI , o t "' town. s ong as t 1csc ,~o -rs, 
mam force along the Modd~r 'spr~:; s left fla11k would be cov~red wh1k he .itt1~ked wttb Lis 

The I I 00 men of the Irish l I 
Coll)nel Carlton of the l u 1 ,usi iers .ind the Gloucester, were under the tommand of 
despatched similarly expc;:c'~~:d Sit~o~taneous with the move ot 1h1s force Grncral White 
commanded by C'olonel Ian Hamilton ps to <over his right flar.k 1 he centre force was 
years was for a time to be th~ . _ • Jlld the ,lv.ilry by ( olonel John I ren~h, whom 1.ter 
the Hrst World War Ian fl cltBntish supreme commander m I landers .rnd I-ranee dunng 

At first light on O ·t tnu 3~ ;as to attack the Dardanelles m that war ot thr future 
warfare was floati:d mt~ ~her . ~ an observation balloon s,>methmg r..:lauvely new m 

Whatever the observer • ~ tau a ovc l adysmith to follow the course ,,f the battle 
desperate signals from Carl~~n h~ ba~oon h,td ,to report. one- thing he did not notice was the 
carrying thrm, and the ummuniti~ icholson s Nek He had no guns for the p:l,k m:.1les 
had vanished into the darknes · ri m~les. bad panicked dmmr the mrht, t,ke" fltght and 
Nicholson s Nek_ s. is mcidcnt was the precursor of the Bnt1sh disaster Jt 

l'nbcknown to Carlton a stron B f 
taken up its postt1on on the Nek awthocr _or,·e, und~r C\>mmand.mt G 1\1 J. vm Darr 'lad 
Zarps (lu1d-Afrikaansche Republiek Pn1~im. With him \, an Dam had .i dctachm.nt c•f th, 
elected F 1cld Cornet Chrishaan de Wet 0 ~ ;hie H, the Republican Police) as well 1, newly 

Down on the \1odder Spruit thi: ,r . e cilbron commando. 
the mam battl_c. The Boer guns, outni::: ~n? roar of artillery ftrc heralded the ,•pcmng of 
heavier pro1ect1lcs. Of their fire historian i~r~d fY tl}e Bntish. hJd the_ (oncer rJngc .ind 

t~e largest that ever burst upon a ba·ttl~fi 1~ rnr (onan Doyk proclaimed "Huge shells 
attainable by our hfteen-poundcrs cnvrl Jc b hurled trom distances wh1ch were un 
mous Creusot gun on Pcpworth Hill thr~~e ou~ atten~s in smoke and flame. O_ne enor­
several 40-pound howitzers outweighed our n!1~6 ~~~~d shell a d1stan,c of four miles, and 

While the. mam hattle flowed on the lai g_ . • .. • -
Nek was pulvens~d m to defeat and surrcnderp ns below, ( arlton s column on N1chols,~n 's 

Pencys Reitz relates that while he was talk 
surrendered on Nicholson's Nek he sudden! ex ifg to o~e of ,the British officers who had 
British force on the \fodder Spruit had turJ •d tr t1m~d l\ly <,osh, look there1'' The cntue 
heard Christiaan de Wet mutter as if talki~g t~1 ;n t ;er~ m retreat for Ladysmith. Reitz 
horsemen Let go your horsemen;" te ou crt down below "Let go your 

But the C ommandant-Gencral did not let loose his h . . . 
V.:ho got ba,k safely to Ladysmith Sir George White's tot· ff'cmen hon the retreating Bnhsh 
k1lled, wounded and missing. prisoners on Ni~holson's Ne~ osses t. al fday wen• some I 300 
Boers were 86. accounting or 850_ Those of the 

fhe Battle of Ladysmith, fought that dismal da M . -
called it proved to be beyond the srnpe of the h T h ourn(ul Mondav .is the troops 
out-shot and out-generalled by the resourceful Boers. n 1' - They were out-manoeuvred, 

lb l W11tt1h La1dysmith1 completely encirded hy the Boers. I'he runes liistonan summed up 
c la em crse .ina ys1s • 

. "The Boers won on the1r ments. Their mohil,ty completely paralysed th . ._ . 
tactics of their opponents." . • • c ~um,,rou, 

Two days later General Buller landed at Cape 1 own r 
command of the Iugcla tront. W,tlun two months he ha/b~~ft \o moving to Natal t,, take 
on the Tugcla, where the maJor battles of Colenso. Sp1oenkop V J~l~n- ILmydofp 20 000 men 
were to be fought for the re!Jef of Ladysmith. • aa r.im .in 1etershoogtc 

Wtthm the bclcagurrd town Su George Whtte and h 
long months of the siege. Not <~ntent to remain c u1 ls men were not idle dunng the four 
garmon staged darmg night sorties and ratds and s~o:.111~1~ \r" dctchns1vch, th1: Ladysmith 
ready to be written off. " oers t .:it t e; were not yet 

Four months later, on 27th I ebruJry 1900 t 
d1en signalled the end of the long, I l 8-ddy siege'· a .. ft~~ ,U~~i.:hange betwry~;n Bntlsh sol­
challenged on the outskirt~ uf Lidysm1th "In nd' , a th _0 1goes there. a gulrd post 

c came e rep y lhe stege wa, over 
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r treat ( 1seet - 1• v, t t d Io 1 a Ir nta .i"a·, or t ,~, r •urt 1r II I 

c mer t,1c >at·•~ .,, \1 . d fltv.:-r Lor( \1 tti ,-r , ort hit• 11rd rr,1 _ ar an <-- it 

tr.. ·ornat10 H s 1 !a tn t d > er •rnr r, rd bv t'le acct1 • :1 o• th" Bia· \\.1t I tt. 
if rth Hirt lard_ s a It bat1ll , 1 oft 1e l, lor ,b• 1la _·•, wh·l h rp >' rt If 

11' d t.er r ml r d w1' 1 the lJ•t l 7tcr rn I a r I d-1 h ne .• >' n 1r ct 11lar tr I• 
ti c _ l t u ~ th .I· 1la 1c E-rirac ti >l' rh"lc' o' h, 1tt ,k, 1 t kn,• tt 
\la, r or t-in I: 1 h torn Ih n na I r v., s d r ·v • rival (,cl'_ I .\ < t \ 1c y, 
\va I:;> ,te t .. It <,7 t.d ,,t th l•lau, Wat 1, •:. Ar yl! thn h h nl L ht 
11•-r.•n nd fie '>cafortb \\- tt oth • r_"f ne 1t 11 pport > 1 Wauct :,~ 11a I· 'vi th 1tr 
t1 C'W I'- or, J m.· 111to t ttk t<i C11~" Ir th ~ ")o to bone, tu r Ir :11(' r <r·. 1_ rnd L•< 
la le, 

Britl , m1 1 arv I 1,t, , 1, 11") , ,1phn _nt ry tout Lord \1 t 1 1er ~ plan 1tt k 11-
1· < 1•1 , d n ra ll<Ular b- ,1 _ 1 laur ,hed a ' :> ital 1tt k wit! c 1. k1 ow1 1or cr•a n 
w re t 1~ B, _ '> we i: 

'jeen I ret pe,t eve vth1, r 1s natural y so rru 1 ca __ ,iu what r:~ th M,thu , 
nor a"V ot ... r Bn ·h to~1-cia IC- r Ji, ·d was tt I tt Bo,r r al m •t 1r '" 1 pa•• 11 

n-a!lr . .:r were '>t.}' t I ir t1t word a 1cw fl'_th-,c If J_ t7 vc w.rfarc lir1w r tf ·1 
fad th~v w e busy wntlr • r i!.t,ry h 'ory with p k mu 10v ,, th· liocr w,r I rd t 1t 
at \ rsf, ntem, c 1nf'l .r Ilic d\ rs. t. n 11c 

In the Middle \ cs 1 npar s w r ft n • t I to 1cl > 11 t 1e d t_r ~ t • 1e , .-J 
tt _ Wd, ird-0 d , ll•1 tl tr n IC " 8 1t t 1l worl I l j ne1• v t know "l<. ut , '1•1 IL ,u~ 
trc:·<h-. i: :d II a, pt:r ._a•tLf, le, when x,>loitcd ti- 1 all r I 1 ot r, nd ,1 t 11 r 
phv t:a f,atu.- of tL krr.1, It \\ s , ne' 111" 'I 1i" I ff,r,rt too t r .. re "c! - 1 t'l' 
wt r, If divic u soldkr c 1 1 h >t >W hr th"'!: , 1 srr 111 , Q 1p a· a le 1 , : 11 pro· 
L, t10r. ar,ai! s ri• c r u 1 fu. 

fh" tre 1ct. \1a""r~•o, t.1 \\d, tJ-o 1.•f 1 rn t . ni7<1 IJ· y \" ,r .! ,1 r I J 
Ge·1eral J.H de 1 Rey n I• 1t t 1ah l::ec..1 d .. i: d ht.!: uu nc uJnrnrd. ic, u II I 
that v,;y mo ne 1• cu, E< t 1a orc.r,d tr·r,h to h. u I th It· - • 

At ~,' sknt m, -..: r f c 1~ 1. St::,,11 hac tc u h , 1th 1ty 1r tavour r I> la 
R~y "lir·;t f'h n A, t __ r~ 1c!._ we·c e tat: ishec':,) t :. )() nt.' s 1c rt ol the h II . so ti! 
·1 _ B. ti n s,._11 , uld r• 1c! tt _rr _1 .. s ,., rr 1lt.; Iv L~ 11 t the rte '1 'd ,t , u t J( 

Boen cal' <1 'her, we r a icut a netrc l ·-1' a,c" va v,r} 1arro v, a t aff d >ro­
'!:'1.t1,r 1,•1 n t ~J,rapncl , u b~, nd 'Jr_. ,he w-r , I t, c 1 noutbr,c t 1r • > w• 1d h I 
bee1du tr.Ev,ndunnrth da',1 t. re1cJ-:.,we:C'hadlvv i'1katd 1tnirec ne• • 

Althou, '1 t'lr whoL In.. Kar, hill we. r bot• :_r kw Ion t I Be r e 1,t - , \\ -, 
pr_ d a ,r f wer than a t 1ou ,a 10 n tr s 'I:, t 1• wa 1t th ~ \ ry plac •, • '.. il ti h 
ai::cci a ·o 1ta.l 1tt.-k' Ile Ii Rey reac' 'he f10L ,ht , I t .. R Ill I rm era' I ke b 101· 

If l'lr Boers !:ad rny d"lt bt8 i; t > ti' .. pm· t of th-.: or• 1cor-1r t• k M thu 
dispelled tt rr rn 'iat··rday 9t I md 'iunday IO I [ eccm'1tr w'tc1 I I r. t"l tv J rr r ·I 
fU I u kna ncd Joe ( 1anb rla1:" bC"m'Jankc t'1c Iii! , t 111c tt _ Be r tr r ,he· mi 
tJr i.~· }' for two hours _1, 1 ,lay wi '1 !',ldd t , wtile tis ltz 1 · r le. z n• j_)r.;.cd 1c 
crev. ·_, and 1vm_ with • uapne o• a smr;.- E,n• h d r Iv. ir the c waihr.., tor <HC r 
+, 1dvar;,_ had c\i,r ·.-h a $pet •ac1~ [o nalt I it one w •ulu hav to I l ta1. •o 1c 
Q>rr l'l \vu of) 856 

But all n v m 'Jo• a sinrl" Bo r wa $F tt I 
With ~ cl' , nited 'knowledr, .. ' o thc. nyst no• • 111· • of ~.' r tonku the 13 1•1 h 

troor· 1,ft the r b1voi. .. , ar{ • that Sunc v n .,•1t to diskv -_ the B1 c s c I t \1 •m:' V 
mornmg. It rai 1ec' •oftly ·r tt _ 1. riv part o• th•. 11~ ht ar I thr rr , -..,r, , t ard ,old 

L.iter the ram st ip~ cd, tut 1• w , pit ct c trk I u pr, vc.nt the irf rtry from rc•t f!" los• 
t'1ey 1tlvan;;ed u th" clo ::• orma _! n •1 "q 1ark , • 1 JT u ' It wa~ pla 1r cd .'1: t v 
woL!d reach the 1ills at d V·>rcak rnd occupy the·n wi' 1 a bavone• ha re 

\-leanwtik, ,v iry Boer knew t t •~-- Bri•ish -...:-rt• apprt. 111(: &,~nus W< , • ,n ,s,ry 
no-.. ar d thr, me ti' .. Boer, mts ·e'l back quictl',1 u m a ( , lJ< , ,_ mra•1iec h} ' w 
me,, r,tur1ec fron a 10c urna m.;,c-tton t;.iur .rd found tL 'lr tJ 'l t J t- 0 ,v .. n ,le _r h .. n 
h,:, hac expected 

Tho· -;;ind: of r.nger• ,urled a ound t -__ r, ft ·c ti',,• 1 su'f1uert I ht I< ti 
\ "ht· thot 1h 1t w , r, t yet I 111 davl ht 

Th H hland B • -Jc d,plo}'ec I!' i • first r vc <;eafortt, to tt n,' 1 <l t I Black 
Wat h, Arl!tlls to tL left Ihe ord,r t ox•, 1d fu tner l _ i 10t t I cx,_utec. w"ler 1 
tla 11< t of Bv-r fm· frorr fie mv, ibl +re 1cl:_, '11• th_ n h ·ea thur d r 'orr 1 

\\- 1ttt-er the bu'k of th .. <la> s casll 1ttrs occurr,d n t 1ese f rst dread u' r ur utf" s 
reported 1t th_ lure b11 the I: rrc nu:,>,_r f int rn1t _·ml IV• C' ponde1 ', r 11 tt_ 
, ,_cf tt cc' y, i:• 'lla ntiioed tw a pre e .. <!J'v r 11l1'arv 111 ,,., , n, \\ B P( nhcr•or I na r., 
a deba'ea ,le p, nt 1l 1• c.- ,r 1tc d1 ~,.r:- nt f the 1_tt1al ,_q en, f ,v-nt the c I t' 
h1•tor! :a, d1sagre.:! 1ert . b;)t I till f 1ct , t the brav <;, t Jr, kr 1r Cl arrav, sor,,_ or P'>• d 
d~ad or w )Unded, sorre w.:r_ l·nockcd dowr bv the 'wt I ru,h JI pn .. s r kc I rre 1 , c v f 
t •. attack si:.c 0 eccd 1r cadn tr tt rr11st nt u tr, 1d on v t Lt I w1 1 }' ud, f 
t1e1Iob- hv~ 

As it '1odd_· R•v r, f r t 1c r_st f t 1c d1y the B 1• ,h lav p111•1cc <l?w 1 1, •i .. 
_hmr sun. Ihc Bnt ;h runs su1,;ce,dcd 11 1 mtu •r Boer ftre bv ,r,1v1 i ,.. 1 ,d 

with shra::,r _ with·• it kt up throurl- 1 tne dav \I th 1cr I 1d su 1 1 r por d r.i· ·- ot r. 
pow1:: that th Bo r rtillery cn·y ta'71e •1to ht n at •t •1111, f ti. en 1,h wit 1c r wal 11 

the evcnm". 
Ag,m 11 the w thdraw1l the t 11.ke, H M: rd Bnoac._ brc kr I! c 1 ore .r il1b h o 

rlC'it Boers at 1 d ,t m.:r i• appeared I at I .. taval ya 1c. 1·1~ run, we c wrr n" th< r tr I 
m orderly ra '110:1 Bn t sli ca , al•1e w re a JC u t 10u a 7t •'11,j ver h,1 ~ o rnc 1· d nor 
pncvou· div than this of \lar~rs'ortdr 1• 71av b di· bLd fan} t k tatt - t- '' chr 
put so nary f1rr1h., cf ht• h and low ,to no· rru\ frc rr tr I weed •o < 11tl r. , shore ' 
( O! n Doy_ -...ate 

Ille Boers •terr, Ives s1ffer,d heavy loses ot ,'~fl dead nd IV J' rdcd 111 lud11r t'l, 
appn,xim,.+r!v Sl(I 'icard n1VJa'l who were a 1'11h1titc I at 'ip,.tf-. 1tc n ll> a Bn 1,h d 'Jch 
ment. 

Or._ r, on advanc:e·I tor the cc n•us >r, a nor;; the (t1rl I· rd Br• 1 k rl m 1r t 10 lrrs• 
'•-.. winlltrs ·if the ba• le, wa• the bss, Ir 10s t r r d i. It of a I 1,z. nunh r ol o' '-' 
Ge 1eral Wat•,h >L. hm ;elf surv vcd nc first few IT" me 1t , C'71V t l 'l k1l. d short v i't r 
wards 

Gcr .. nl De la Rey's •rc,cl: s 11 r,,~ ., r sfo1 t 1n, l 'l ve,u 1t.r b 1m thr pa• rt or 
the hrst World War I •1c. cor1t 1ta 1t •tall ms wcr to imp C)VC ·1pC'"1 the pttc rn u 1 , n: h' 1s 
of soldiers across t 1c cr:tuc 'u,adth ot Ir r, md H ndcrs ,_d rn u1 d , ro If d <- 1 t n < 
whi'_ n the 'me of battle 

DIE SLAG BY MAGERSFONTEIN 
r' r 1 K1 1• rl , 
• h r r I 

er I 

SUI • 

\ n l 

\-lodde 
lY. 'I' l 

,>air. 
, ort Hv ct· 
'II l>1 
<11 \la r, I 

'w 
(; 

aar\; nr,va\Cl 

r. H. rC:. bn 
d1• f rt!• 

L, 0 JO r 1, r TI d1 
verdrvl 

D l~;t rn 

a e' 

m , Iv word vcr I kt. p r k.r t, 
scker . 1c 1, ~ t< ' I 'w r ,h 

\,,tr ia '1, k 1, , a' 
ia v, dcr Ile c p 1 1 d c 
J-: 1lle e, rnkt r. r. r t,_ 1 

orlorv rm I le r Ort-
1 raaf tt k v' 1 rl1e Bo_r 
op r \\ VOl r c 1 

t rlr • I 
I ' " ( I 

I 11 ,r r 
Law, n 

ll·arva t 
' 1 t 
t 

rtu 
I 

t H 

, r 1 

c 

I I di 1 it; I . 1 I k 1 ,,p· . "'r '-

) I 

VJ 
\.r, 
t I _r 

-f \ l 
r r i "'?" 

• '1~ i: In I' ,r C. 
nop·;rrn, t t rrr 1 1 1 ,c • h.r n· 1 ior , "'1 1 • •1 o., , IL , "r rr k 

\ ·1 die •t r ~ ll va 1 . c IC' va 1 th natu ul k• ont e·c c·, 1 •.r f! 
_r_lc n " lie re,,._ t m_ I t • k r _ I 

, k 1 1er 
la• t " i 

.1, k n h ,1 
h!o• 1· ,r .. • • I" waar nd v. 

duel< sok t 1r 11~-1• ,. 1 ro r, t Uit f \n VI t t, tn K T l 11" 1- I 
e 1, r vuu 

[J,_ k 'Fl i1Wl VJ I I- Ir f, ll • 11 J It ( la 
R } ont\\tfl) r r I \i ' l I 

lie mrrl- k I LOU 

B}' I\' f nt n, w 1 r r va, l 11 R v 1, 

tryd t n (rorj' no, ,r.· r 1 1· nt" rn 
sci1tu Bn °karc11._h•l iec c.. r.i• llC le' r. l I 

Bo-re Clll ,- . 0 11 Ill I w J \I, t '1 Ir t f CI t ll fflf - S T.1pRl '" 
l:: d O~ d1 u t, r w, rror d 1 .: .,, r tc rr k, 1 \Ir .i 1oul1. ,n i" 
·_I I he da ,1 y.a 'r JOf ll' < • bm r 

Ho \\ I c 11. 1 L ri_ v r K r, t,_ t ·- E< , J > ra, • 
o• • •n 1drr u .rd rn te· r re· I JU 0 0 dt<' ,• waa 1.· Bntt I L: 

ont 1r le t ,c 111 • L> la flcy t. t c-1 r lll c t, , o, 1 ' o k , 
T\ r c'1P B erc·10 ,r· c•:vv• t JCT 11 i:' Iv..(.• rr nl a• .I C'l 

111 t V. th 1er d1a Ir twtL ,., <J .. n , n·I I De nLJcr la1t , ri, ,r Up 
,,. rd. tv., die ht! 1 C'W ! J'..' •" 1, r I'• nw lc!l bv"l.1 r.r,c)r}' hctv 7 

J ( t 71brrlam d. r I I net 0 1< d, on loc f ~ . •o• ' - tu l'C, ne td , 
_t n-_ • t rwvl <11e 1r•e veldkal' J 1 111,.. >I , , loll n. 1 kf, iJr .. ~- 'r k I: t 

k .. _ Bri• s laat wat h vi tcvd r I w " I , 11 1 '1 ~ot p , • • r 1 
11,ia voor noc.t n n n·, kn 1a 1 ,., t 1c Kn 10crlc v r ~t. 

!)o~ Ile• tcve-g:ee' ' 1, 1 c,k~ Bo r v.orC r r 1e 'le I r • rl r 
so' la•e die k J" on,r vcrpesel 

\fc+ so r , e, n , ' > n t 1· dtc t ir I tr 
• ,'date c' rd, < , 1<' •nar or c"1. P J re t •• I ' 
rr a 1s i. pc r r t c: ··cud Ih n 1 1r o. _h 1· 11· 
~• Jdate n re waal ,, n d , p na· If c I a rt 1 
I>1e bu t n,t rr 1n, t c 1 'n t, va 1• '1 r n 
dartr,_k tere k C'l r t r Ja·or.t turrlo,p nn r 

rte\n\1 
h' t I 1 I • v 

, r 11 ,~nnti; r 
J llJ cl 
f I l HI 

I, t ,er v.,_t al \\ll 1l >rr dat d ld1t d I Jot: 1 r td ',, 1•. 
p .rr_rk .-, Cir' [I:., evnke,p_· v11 1 • tc 1, 1 lrc, 1' r1, , J: 

kory, v1n °'1 r , t like n ><I<,.. •ocr t-rt ,n • nd t ,, BrH t n J! d 
he• 

DI nt, vtr _r k ll I c 1 er_ . 11, r I 
v ,1 li"da •11~ 

>r a• r 
r 1ar hy I:, n 

ulk 

h. 

D,. II, 1la•1c Brir,ac cntp na c" ,. fcr•t t, n1r ''- lit B" 1 ll 
\\, t h 1it, die Arrv' • r Ink kw .r na ck 'n t. 'J \la3r \ -,rd Lv1 _ - _ w d 
c..n v. der t ontp' ,01 r f d - Boer vt u uit d,~ 1 ' r.:- 1 r~ o n, •1c rtu1 

Op rror-1 \1r d. •-tu1cn, V'n n trc lk n 11 date 1c I c n 11 t,r. r_ I ,kr}w r 
\\- B P1.rrl::er or t!' l 964 a c"•· re• t•_r I Vl'l I~ 1 ,t 1c'- c -,korr<' · Jor I . t ut t 1, 
larde verwcrp n h.w, r dlt Ir B, ,1orl:- k1 + -11 11 d1a.rc 1e •r l V}'f ri 1 •-
' ,lfl" •! adc g:edu n ne 'lit b r atuu ik e t . Ir. r "'11 , TI d., , c d tr m 
te t,mal v_r~kiJ._n'_ t'1r t,_,_ r P rte t, ,•etu·_n t t,'1 r r. r c nc r 
_.,ewc.'1 ,., kar n u 1k,v, d._ 'n·, - lr, 111 rrl-a1·"'. 

Of d. B tr_ t ul rroot tc v,rh ,r -laa ,, e - •- v 1,:r,··likc oor: t: 
c .. ,ir d. var c tc .,. rdy he I L 'n -skllp~ ,t ,. r t nc , w d 
panc_mo111T1 •t~ ·,}: tto-d.cu ,rkma1 r ;k1r br n-J L>i 1r_ 
wi'd op di vi· ,n v rtrcp an kr, wa• wil \I 11 , n I k v d tr • •,~ I 
loup 0 rawc t, t .. t rr 

I>1c n·-s v m d _ t • IC d1t r_ II w 
D:. ,i. t 1. I mor. 1c t>c· r• c tL luoi:~ 

t, \-locd 1w 1·,c1 

v ... r J.J 1 
( t r" "f 

L ~ Jtt- sl.ia l 
ht r: ''1 ,,.,.t 

Borr, vuur t >erk !'t. •h 1c·, t ii 
artt I· nc re· rr t d. •! tse a• o 1 I ·• 
p: n k •i_ vanrc Tl 1 • e 1 ,;; le up dt, v I tr 

, 1: 1<' nd r, t k ii: . 
Jr ::> '11 1orr1 • n v t rr n, cht d Bo_r, 
n I trJ 1c' \\.l' • 1 l t c 1,· I 1rl hir j J -.. 

ol dlt' r l'lt rv t n d C k 1or ne d ttr 
Dr Bn c- Vt '" ·c ar d <H 

11, ti a r < r , v 1s ( v Iha ti 1, 
J. ttl I , f've· 1>t I ~C' Pa I)' l rr 11 
la tllnc ' \h > (r of"_ 1 Ill yle ) 

r \faar •>;:, I if Ir j l}'k JI VI ll• 'l ·t, F iere 
rd Ilk c k 

• l' V r J 1 c. "-; ,c h -s S ti rJ 
.1 v b d 1,1 I ,I ny ·,g-lc 
ol•J mu fror, •t w J t 

L>1e lloerc he• ·.t $W 1r rcJv c,J d >uc w it rr t 1 
'ik1 Kill w1ers w. I by Spvt•o,t 1r i:· 1 a•d• In° Bntt 1 1 

Le; r v r 1'1c ~r Lt v, w rrt lf' '1, ct IL It r I Bn",11. • !1 J 11 
v r ,I e "< ver wa h v kb; r dt rr •I a l I ·tcr v t t v 1 o r 
\\-at h"P $ I h t dll £ rstc pa.1r >O. 1bh1t c for ,. rt ct rr 

Die le ,J r we va 1 "• 1I D, 1 Rc-v , \ r •• r Lr \\on.• vyl , 1- r t.1tc J roon 
\ rn c:: I st \ r I k lo ) tl ,. ) laar 1 • J, • rm ;i 

111 JO,,.. \old,.• llL d n l:'r«dt v,n I r.trK r \, 'l lt r 
n c! , fr 1' k•i: vo, r 

) C. 

 

 



 

 



DIE SLAG BY COLENSO 
Gent m George _\\- 11t.: sit met sowat I 'I 000 troepe u Lad}mi!h vasgekeer. Gen! su 

Redve~s B~ller, vars uit Engeland rru:Jr bekend met Natal waar hy m sy Jong dae die Victona 
Cross m die Zoeloe-oorlog verwerf het. trek 21 000 solda te 1r d e klei'l dcrpie, ( hi eve Icy, 
5aa"Tl. Hy beskik oor n oorTJ1ag v~r artillene wat sestiel'I skeepskanonne var die H. US. 
Terribl". irslui. Ti:ssen horn en Ladysmith vloe, die Tugela waar die deine•1d~ veld ia, di.: 
noordelike oewer oorgaan to• ,ndrukwekkcnde vooriebe-gtes uitlopers van du.· Drake,s­
berge. Aan die noordelike oewer wag ook Louis Botha horn m met omtrent 7 000 t-urger~ 
uit rransvaal en die Ora,je-Vr}'staat. 

Buller se aankons het die Br!t ,~ hoor en vcrwagtinge weer hoog 'aat styg. Beri:;tr ko'll 
,n van groot neerlae t-y Ladysmith <;tormberg en Magersfontcin, maar 11 klubs, in ect 
salonne en op treme kan die refrem gchoor word . Wait urtil Bull~r mov~s• of ich d~rgc· 
liks. ' ' • 

. NA baie wik en weeg be~luit Buller om 'n frontaanval op ( olenso te doen, pres1es wat 
Lour; Botha verwag het. D.1Ar het 11y sv hurgers opgestd m loopgrawe soortgelyk aan dit van 
Mage·sfontei'l. 

By Colens,1 gaan die pad en spoorweg oor die nVJer noordwaarts na Ladysmith. Buller 
moet dus die nVJer van die suidekant oorsteek. Hy beveel genl. maJ Hild yard, aar vocrder 
van die 2de Bngade, oM n direkte aarval op Colenso te doen, die rivier e0r te steek en die 
heuwels aan die oorkant te heset. Vu beskerming van Hildyard se regterflank. moet lord 
Dundonald met sy berede mag sorg, en di~ moet ook Hlangwaneheuwel in daard1e <,ektor 
aanval en probeer i?neem. Hlangwa~e is d,e enigste sterktepunt var Botha aar die suidooste• 
like kant van die nv1er. Die heuwe1 is vu horn van lewensbelang want dit dek sy linkerflank. 
Daarsonder is sy keurig voorbereide stelhngs onhoudbaar. Genl. m 1J. Barton met sy 6de 
Brigade het opdrag om Dundonald by tr staan 

~p _Bulkr se teenoor~estelde flank It verskeie driwwc. Genl.-rnaJ. A.F. Hart he• 'l)evel 
om die nVJer by Bridle D~1ft oor te steek en om tangs die noordelike oewer m die rigtmg van 
Colens() aar. te val. Dis h1erd1e generaal wat ,r die tweede fose van die oorlog konsekwent 
sou we1er om Boerewonings al' te brand. 

Di.: 4de Brigade onder genl.-ma1. "I.G. Lyttelton word beveel om tussen Hart en llild­
yard ep te ruk en na enige kant toe hulp te bied. So ook moet die artillcne oral steun 
verleen, maar met toespi~sing op C olenso. Kol C.J. Long, op hierdie tydst1p die mecs ervare 
artillene-olfmer -n die Bntse leer, moet self hier toeslaan. 

Buller se magte wa\ ,,the f:nest which any Bntish general had handled sm~ the battle 
ot the Alma"(Kr,moor!og) aldm Conan Doyle. 

Dit 1~ dan ook 'n ges1g om vanuit Botha se stelhngs h1erd,e ,nagtlge teer m dJ.: vroee 
rrOre na die nv1er te s1en opruk. D1t 1s geroeg om die dappers le hart daar 001 kant die rlVler 
1.twat we~kmoedig te maak. Vera! vu die art honderd burgers aan vyand,kant van die nv1er 
op d1~ _ge1soleerde Hlangwaneheuwel noet dit n gesie gcwces het, 17oots m sy dood· 
t-edre1ging. 

Botha het pres. Kruger telegrafics ingelig oor hierdie swak punt in sy linie. Hy het die 
President ook ingelig oor die teesinnigheid van sy burgers om daarda: kop te verdedig. Ma8r 
hy het die President verseker dat die heuwcl wel deeglik van loopgrawe en skanse voomen 1s 
en dat die Boerekanonne die verdedigers sou dek. Daarop het Kruger telegram op telegram 
gestuur om die burgers aan te spoor om die heuwel te hou. 

Die eerste voorrcnoine verded1gers het e1e reg gebruik en teruggetrek nog voor die dag 
van Buller se aanslag. I- indelik 1s met die lot beshs. wie Hlangwane moet hou. DI.: lot, vertd 
l.J. Barnard, val op kmdt. Jozua Joubert (Wakkerstroom), kmdt. J A. Muller (Standdton l, 
vk. N. Gouws 1 'Jiddelburrl, vk. R.J.J. StriJdom (Soutpansberg) en vk. Steyn (hmelo) met 
hulle burgers 

Soos De la Rey by Magersfontein, beset Botha nie die hoe heuwels binne tn:fafstand 
van die nvier me. Die het h y van fopskanse voorsien om die Britse artillerievuur te lok. 
Boomstamme en stukke sinkplaat moet d1en as kanrmlope. Sy loopgrawe het hy m die 
laagliggende grond naby die nvier aan die voet van die ho!:r rante en koppe laat graaf. Uie los 
grond is platgewerk, rondgestrooi en bedek. 

Aan die Vrystaters op sy uiterste regterflank gee hy bevel om wanneer die Britse 
voetvolk by die rivier gestuit wnrd ~ na die oorkantse oewer oor te steek en hulk in die 
flank aan te val. Sy kanonniers het vooraf die afstandc gemeet en gemerk. Daarom kan hulle 
met die eerste skoot die spoorwegbrug aan stukke skiet. 

Botha se artillerie bestaan net uit ses groot stukke en 'n bommeksim, maar hulle is goed 
geplaas en goed versteek. 

Die burgers word streng vermaan om nie te skiet voordat 'n kanomkoot die teken vir 
die mausers gee om los te brand nie. 

weer, soos by 'Jagersfontein en Stormberg, skort daar iets groots by die keur van die 
Britse le!!r wat met ligdag op 15 Desember 1899 na die nVJer opruk. Hulk het nie die vaagste 
benul waar die Boerestellings daar anderkant die nVJer is nie. Dinge verloop weer soos op 
Magersfontein. Buller het twee dae voor die slag sy kanonne op die ho!! heuwels anderkant 
Colenso gerig en hoegenaamd niks daardeur te wete gekom nie. Selfs sy kaarte van die 
omgewing was baie gebrekkig. 

Aan die manier waarop die Ierse Brigade na die rivier aangcstap kom, vertel 'n Boere­
ooggetuie, lyk dit of hulle glad nie weet dat die rivier net by die dnwwe oorgest.:ek kan 
word nie. Die voqrstes is in 'n mate ontplooi maar nie die wat net op hulle volg nie. 

Vandag weet ons dat Hart se kaart baie te wense oorgelaat het, dat hy 'n swartman as 
gids gehad en tot sy verhasing agtergekom het dat hy na 'n drif gelei word waar die rivier 'n 
d1ep kronkel maak sodat hy horn feitlik op 'n skiereiland bevind met Boereloopgrawe aan 
weerskante. 

En regoor Colenso waar die Engelse Brigade moet aanval, geheur iets nog meer eienaar­
digs. Teen alle refls van die handboek, kom kol Long se vuurmonde v66r die voetvolk 
aangerol en word hulle binne bereik van die Boereroers opgestel. Dit toon duidclik dat die 
artilleriste geen vyand kort anderkant die rivier verwag nie. 

Botha bekyk die aanrukkende Britse leer met genoegdoening. Volgcns Oliver Ransford 
het hy eintlik gehoop dat hulle oor die riv1er sou kom sodat sy flankdrnlle kon·1oevou en 
vernietig. 

tfoe dit ook sy 'n koe!!lreen tref Hart se lerse Brigade in die bog van die rivier en h1er 
vlak by C'olenso val Long se> artilleriste vinnig. Die geveg brei uit oor die hele rivierfront 

Maar aan Bntse kant weet geen enkele soldaat waar om sy vuur le ng me. long se 
artillerie k1es ,,long range" daar waar geen Boere is me en die bomme 1',ars skadeloos. Die 
Boere-artilkrie het 'n pragtige skyf en weet presies wat hulle afstande is. Die mausers vel die 
kanonniers neer sonder dat hulle weet waar die koech vandaan kom. Ook die aanslag teen 
Hlangwane misluk. 

Buller sien in watter hopelose toestand die !ere verkeer en gee bevel dat Hart sy brigade 
aan die geveg onttrek. Dis die oomblik waarop Botha gewag het. Hy hoop vuriglik dat die 
Vrystaters nou die rivier sal oorsteek en die brigade in die pan hak. Maar die Vrystaatsc 
offis1ere 1s nog me die beproefde manne wat hulle later geword het nie en dJar kom niks van 

• die beoogde plan nie. 
Die lere spring op en sukkel terug. 'n Latere veggeneraal, Ben Bouwer, se die Boere het 

instruksies gehad om nie op gewondes tc skiet nie en daar was soveel gewonde lcre dat hulle 
toe bo-oor die voorste soldate na dit! daar agter geskiet het. 

Die Jere vertel ook dat die Boere op h1erd1e oomblik oorheen geskiet het, maar hulle 
het natuurlik nie geweet waarom nie. 

Nou kr:,, Buller beng dat Long se 14de en 66ste batterye met geweervuur tot swye 
gebring is. Met gen!. C'.F. Clery, tweede in bevel, gaan hy daarheen. Buller is self Jig gewond 
maar se niks daarvan nie. Hy vra vrywilligers om die twaalf verlate kanonne uit die vuurlinie 
te haal. Dit ontbreek nie aan vrywilligers nie. Orie offis1ere van Buller se staf lei die 
spanne - Congreve, Schofield, Roberts. Manne en perde val maar die oorlewendes brmg 
twee kanonne uit. Een wat val, is luit. Frederick Sherton Roberts, enigste seun van lord 
Roberts; hy sterf ietwat later. Die volgende poging misluk heeltemal. ,,Abandon the guns", 
beveel Buller. 

Om vieruur daardie middag steek kmdt. ('heere Emmett, Louis Botha se swaer, met ~y 
manne die riv1er oor en buit die lien kanonne met ammunisiewaens. Die ammunisie was me 
gedaan soos beweer word nie; die kanonniers was dood of gewond. Ook kol. Long word 
gevangc geneem. Hy het 'n skoot deur die lewer. 

Buller se verliese aan gewondes en dooies is meer as elf honderd teenoor nege en 
twmtig aan Boerekant. 

THE BATTLE OF COLENSO 
Geren Sir Georrr \Vlut 4 w , still h,rr rr .d mat L.dvs:n th ,,, th at-out I l 000 troLps 

Gencr1l Su Redvers Bu:le• fr,~h frn'll I rgfond 1rnt a quainted with "latal wher~ •r Ju, 
your.;ier days he wo·i the Victona C , oss 1r the Zuh, W.ir, conL"cntrakd 21 000 men on th., 
village of Chievcley. H~ rad a pT,pond ranee of artille•y ,ndudm:, 1 6 nav'll gur., from 
H. W.S. Terrible. Betw ... ::n hur am1 Lac:ym 1tt, flowed l 1e Tugeb where the undw ·t1!'g 
ground c, tt.e norti1er, tan,c ..:hang,d to the 1mprc m, foothill cf th~ Drakenst-erg Or 
thi• north err t-ank L oms Botha with about 7 00( turgt ors •rom t'le r r r.svaa: and Ora,ge 
F rec State lay m wait for hi!'1. 

Such was the SLttmg for ne of the great Boer victories 1r, "Jatal 
Buller\ ;imval g: v.: i bco ~ te th.., hopes me' expectal,v 1• of tte Brit' ,h army ,n <;outh 

Afnca and_ t-1 the cmlnn pcpulat•,,n at home. D1sma~ Laused t11rou,;hout England b} th~ 
rraJor British defeats at Ladysm,th'. Stormbcrr and Magersfontcm, eas, d n cluhs, dirirg 
rooms and on •,ams wtere the hope•ul refram WJ, heJrd· "Wait unt,l Bu'ler •noves.'' 

After mud' vacilla•1,m Buller at last det,dfd to move, with i frontJI attack on ( oler,o 
preLiselv what l ouis Botha nad expected. Ir a•1t1cipat1<in, he had posted hs m~n ir, trcnchc~ 
similar to those .11 'Jagersfontein m ,,1ncealed pos11!ons '1orth of the nv.:r. 

At ("olenso both the rulwav !111~ and the ro:,d lrnss th: fugela on the way northward 
to Ladywuth. Buller 1h.r,fo•c had te unss the nvcr fr,,m the southern bank. Buller in­
truded M.11or General Hildy a rd, commander ol the 2nd Bri~ade. to bunch a direct attack 

on ( lenso, < ros< the nver and occupy the hill, on the otha side. Hild}.Hd's r:ght flank 
would t-e protected by l or I Dund_onald with the c:ivalry. To the latter wis also delegated 
the task of attacking and ,1ecupymg 1f poss,t-tc Hlarzwane Hill wh1,h w:is Both;/< only 
stronr, point ()n the \OU th-eastern ,1de of the, 1v1.r. The hill was of vital importance to him in 
proteLting h1, left 11mk tor w1thout It 1!1, .:ar.-full} prcp:,red pos t10ns would have been 
indefen;ible. Mawr General Barton with 11•; 6th Bngade w;,; given the task of asshthg 
Dundonald m lOvennr th,; thnk 

The r,wr was ahL' •o be crossl'd •hrough tht var 1ous c'ri!.ts on the opposite fl.mk. 
Major-General A.I'. Hart received Nders to, ros< th~ nver at Bndr. Drift and to att.i,k along 
the northern hank int~,, d1relt1 m of ( oler o. H~ 11 Wh w 10 dunrr the !Second phase of the 
war cnns1stently rdu,,d to hu, 1 low'1 Beer b,,,1e•.teads. 

The 4th Brigack,, ,mdrr the ,o:nmrncl of \1a:cr Gercnl 'i.G. Lyttclton, was ordered t,, 
ad~ar"c between Hart and Hildyard and to r,ndcr 1 ,sht.m· e as rcqu1ted. Lik,:-w1se, the 
~rt1ller} would ass1sl where ne, e~sarv, but principallv to cor,cntnk on shellm;:; ('olenso. 
( olon...t J.l. Long, 1t that star~ the rrest expen.nced arl!'lery offl< rr 1n the Bntish army, 
was ,mtru, tcd to us.: his rmtlat,v. m mak1,g the hest use J' h•s artJllcry. 

nm, did Buller•~ for-., appeur '"fhe finest \\t,llh my Bmhh general hJd handled 
sm,·e the bait!.: of the Alm~" (C'nmean \\,ar), ( .,•1ar Dov:·. wrote. 

.. Like ne l.a Rey at Magcrsf,,n1e1<1, GcnerJI Both.i did n0t o<u,py the hirh vround withm 
stnkmg distance ()f the nver. Instead, h,• , rec It'd dummy ramparts l'n the hills to draw the 
British r,rtillery fire; Js well, he created dummy artillery pieces fashioned from tree trunks 
and sheet> of i~on. His t,cnchc, were dug m the low lying grou,id near the nver, at the foot 
of the higher hills. fh.; loc,e earth was levelled and scattered around, so as not to give away 
the line of tile tn:nches. 

Botha posilloncd 1be free <;taters on his extreme right flank, with tlrders to cross the 
river md to attaLk the Bntr,h infantry en their f11nk Js soon as they att'empted theu 
cross1~tg to the north hank. His ,:,;unr.;rs measured and markedthe ranges beforehand. as the 
result of wh1.;h they dcmohshd the r.,ilw ,y bndge with theu t,rst sa!v i. 

Botha's artillery compmcd only six big piece and" bomb-m:ix,m, hut they were well 
pla1.:ed and hidden. 

The hurghcr; were ordered to hold their fire until an artillery shot guv~ the •1gnal for 
them to open fire. 

As at. Magcrsfonte,n, the crack soldiers of the Brillsh Jrmy 1dvanccd blmdly on the 
Boer po~1t1ons at first hght on 15th Dc.:"mber I R99. rhey hadn't the ta,nteq idea as to 
wht:rc the Boer force< were located across th" nvcr. Tl1e story of 'Jagersfontrm was re­
peated. lwo d.,vs before the battle. m the hope of stirring the Boers to acl!on, Buller had 
shelled the high hills on thr otl1er ,1dc ol C'olem l, without bei:omm<> any the wiser ,h to the 
enemy's dispositions. Fven his maps nf the area were faulty. " 

Judging from 1he way m which General Hart's lnsh Bngad~ marched towards the nver. 
au.:ording to a Boer cvew1tness, ,t would appear that they wt:re not aware of how they were 
to cross. Those in Iron! were dcpJ,,yed to some extent, !Jut not tho,e m their rear. 

It was knowr later that then commander', map left much to he dc~ued. that he had a 
bla<k man .is a guide, and to his rnrpri,e f,,und that he was being led tl, a dnft where his 
t,roops had !Cl advance mto a loop formed by the nvrr so that they were enfiladed by Boer 
lire on both side~. E xpost:d as they were, they suffered heavy casualties from small arms and 
shrapnel fire. 

Even more perplexmg than the Irish Bngade'~ unreconn()ltred adva11,e into the very 
iaws of the Boer trap, were the odd events wlu,h took place before Colenso where Hild­
yard's lngh,h Bngade was to mak..: its attatk. Against all the rule< of war, C~lonel Long's 
guns ..:ame rolling along in front •if the mfantry w1thm ..::isy reach of Boer ritles across the 
river. It was dear that the artillerymen had no 1de:.1 of the location of the enemy im­
mediately to theu front. 

Botha gazed on the approaching British army with relish. According to Oliver Rans­
ford, he actually hoped they would cross the nver so that his flanks could encircle and 
destroy them. 

The sorry. tale of im:ompetent ,ommand and lack of appredation of the situation 
unfolded. A had of Boer bullet, hit Hart\ lnsh Brig~de m the bend of the river. On the 
threshold of Colcnso, Long's artiBerymen_ were quickly shot down. All along the nver the 
batth: raged w1thnut a single Br1t1sh soldier knowing where to aim his shots, so well con­
cealed were the "nemy. Botha's nflemen felled the Bnti~h gunners without the unfortunate 
men knowing where the fire ..:.imc from. Tb~ onslaught agarnst lllangwanc also failed. 

Buller saw the hopeless situation m which the lnsh found themselves and ordered Hart 
to withdraw his bng;,de from the engagcmrnt. This was the moment Botha had been waitm" 
for. He had hoped_ that the Free Staters woul? cross the river and destroy the brigade. But 
the r rce State officers were not yet the cxpcnem:ed men they wert: to bc.:ome later on and 
they f.ukd to take advmtaj!e ot the situation. 

lhe remnants of the ln<h laboriously made their way ba,k A future Boer combat 
general, Bcn Bouwcr, said h1, .:ommandant gave 1mtruct1ons not to fire on the wounded 
and betause there were so mary wounded Irish they fired over the one, in front to get at 
those beyond them. -

lhe Irish, too, spoke of some overhead firing at this stage but, of course, they ..:ould 
not appreciate the reason at the lime. 

When Buller heard that Long's 14th and 66th Batteries had been silen..:ed by rifle fire 
he proceeded to the scene of th, a< llon, accompanied by General C'.F. Clery, his sceond-m­
command. 

Buller him,elf had been _slightly wounded but he did not mention the fact. On seeing 
the 12 deserted guns Just wa1tmg to be colle..tcd hy the Boers, he calkd for volunteers to 
save them. fh"re was no lack of response. Three of his ~taff officers Congreve, S..:hofield 
and Roberts kd the rescue teams. They dashed mto a wave of fire. Men and horses were 
shot down, but those w~o m:inagcd to surVJv~ retrieved two of the guns. 

One of the casualties, L \euten;int Shcrton Roberts, only son of Lord Roberts, shortly 
to be the Bntlsh C'ommandcr-m-C'h1d m S,iuth Afma, succumbed to h1s wounds. 

1 he next attempt to retncve the rcmamder of the gum failed comph:tely and Buller 
rcluc:tantly gave the order; "Abandon guns". 
. At four o·dtlck that af_ternoon Commaildant Cherre l·mmett, Lollis Botha's brother­
m•law, crossed the Tugda with a partv ot his men and .:apt·ued the tO guns ;ind ammuni 
t1on wagons. The ainmumt,,m _ had not beer exhausted as had been lleged. The gunners 
were e1ther,dead or \younded. ( olon~l long. wounded, was among those captured 

Bullers casualties m th,~ his lust abortive attempt to force the fugela. totalled more 
than I 100 killed, wounded and mis~mg. rt1c Boers had 29 on their sid,·. 

 

 



 

 



THE BA TILE OF SPIOENKOP 
1 , ral B I • ta u ~ 1t ( 0 11;,, ·o . th. 5t r r 1p n "Ela,k Weck", a, that we "of 

Bn• ,: L a 1 [ n·i.r I jQ(), .. , r . kr w, tJ,· ou· I- ut the I 1 E h-5peaknr. rid 
~ ri1v I 1 [t ,> r. ~to nber; ,1c1. 1 1th[) •,ITtc, 1t'v1arer~.~1te;1;Irdavthe 
I t tf,!.r 

I n,rec L'c > 1 r,,ci, of I 11;; .w ot th la t ,.tta K the Bnti,h ( abi 1et a-:>p, ;ntcd 
1otr. ~,r.:- .. ,, .. 1 ~d.< n ',,uth \fnca ,_ n.·a Jcrd R-.ber'.s ol K Kha, with 

(,.n4 ra· ord k.1 c· .r 4 ot Khart 1 1n ~s 'l , r; ·arv , ss ,tmt. C,ener.l ' Redv s Tl 11 .r, 
rrev101 ,Iv •u n r. onr 1a1 der wa l,f tr C{1r r _-rd . ~ ti- "la•a, fror t C,,n rJ, Su ( I arks 
"'-'- ,n ..-. , 1• ,1 ~o <,01 th '\Ir ,1 t 'TVf I 1s ,__ nc. ,,-co n71a 1d. 

l t 1r J n 1 ,~ c,, 1 B I _ • rr ~ 1 • h , , 11 I a te"11'>' t -lif the ,:.r,e 1. f Ladysnith 
ty m a•tac: r ti- It _a R1, r tar tot .. we~! >f C1.k1,c. By the llr1e of G :-,r1I 
\\'c.· n's mva Bu .r'sf r, on,!. Tuz,.,!ahadrise· to 100'lrr.n 

Bu .. r •.-w ran ,visa ed •' , ttacl· , er. ·s. le v.r 'o th w ·t ol Cc ler o, ha\1r. as 
o:-. , f 1• rnam ~n. t v, t•., r ptu cf 'ip10,nkor, t'le •no· rt11r fc •• re wh· h bar e:1 th 
way 1t'leBritis'ktna,k ol dy n'th H di 1tdth ta;kt,Su(i'arleswmen 

ln, ,.r 1 Jct., Bo• I' 1.0 1· 1- rd11i-> th, Boer tor,c, o~ he Tuze 1, saw •t. t'ucc: ', of 
th:- , ack n 'I'll!! to •e -f, p. >V h 'r>••c , that h , r, u-- bodv wa farther we·t thar I-
r: ht Ciani hd t c. 1 t ·m g • .~ "-at le f Colen :i 

\\rar,._ • '1r, 'lla.oeuv-e w , tn: 1a ttlv r 0 1.ut d He pr.t rdcd to •cc•· w cro : 1 at 
Pot i~ crsdril l)y h h ir tit: ,!rift bu' ·im 1lta-iecu .} rtr.w tr 'm nan •fo,t at 
rr 'lanl•sc n ·, k« ~ ktlo'7L res futt .r to th< w • w, r. I_ fofl'ec a -o 1r • l~v Jan• ry 
';re '.• nr. Bnt h f, re. ve ~ lo<' ,d !'le no· rr. '1an ·• >' th. nver 

Ontha lava•an':,,w .~t lordi1 r 1_11t<ipioerkop•;\:-.1r:atack,d 
'1ov1- arr on" tr. tro· ., tha, •r •lit w 1, wa -:orr pordt: . and future:: Bnu h Pnn1e 

~ nishr \\'• 1 t, 1 ( h1,, h II \n•I irr onr the strctc·1er JC' r-r was Mot 1rdas l Ma 1atma) 
Gha 1<! Ii ·ew _ <' 11 ed ,, b, "11;: l world f1n·u, 

\11!'.ost vertt,a rock f . cl • t,nseci the r, ' de o' 'p1ocnkop but a long br ad 
sr 1r or th ~ u \v ,t rn slop. p ovidcti tr, L.,, ·s rot tc for t'le Britisi' a· ta< k up tt ~ hil 
wa rc.n w 1 si t.d b}' Gener I ( lery 1:-ut c mrr rnd ol the atta,k n<> force wa e'1tru ted to 
(, n"'r" '>tr E RP Wood ate d th, La 1ca hue wh<> 'e I 1 "lorti' of h:zland fo c 

l 1dcr wr· l f 1 ' 1 s n Jht t 1c r. n, m I 1(1ar file, s•olc t p the wmc n an!l 
ill d I r 1 pa 1. wh1 t led to the ummt• _ 

The E- ,c·s • , r ie 1k 'P were ca, ht u , ware Ir sll' 111 ft rd Ire m the 'llr> h 1d 
,or:imar d, who wa ,_ :,~ t ii t t _ llm. n d ,4 1or, Woodrate 's ' 700 tr.,n and rave the 
a un, cf the Brit ,t o, up:.. •1,ir of th• vita, µc ·1· o 1 

1Jn I. mr t'l r w, C, nQra Botha ·rr:m d at I~ dectdcc tlut 5piocrkop rru•t be 
recap• u~d \'essc ~-r wer crt t, the c 1 I r nt tor ol ti: 11,,la laarers t, .rape 
t >ie•·1cr a rr rn~ rr n a ti:.\' uld ti n:trfor,_ ,1 B, r t ',pto· n•or 

\rr Ir, I !hr l~ •• r ,er wr r .. t~d t &c thl \ arrea \\i lS one wr~ rr lY ,. C lied 
the 1ero of ~r .. 1 ·op C or r r la H : um, Ir d •k P- n ;lo, o• ( arolma wro was to 
d tha• a nQ v. r t tt _ "a e > \\ tk. ' 1c r tis own h·n 1e •owr where '1· It nlly 

tz,1 tt. un, from, 1e ', r. I" •· B Ush d .. r· 
( 'rrrra'ldart Prn,lo \, '11"1la"1t 1s < a• n c r.·irtiea;t of ~i::ioen ·'Pat a mall 

I_ , a l:..d wtr r 1k F, 111 swiltly •c ~ •I'm ar) I '1L tal' d or v u.teers A'I ot 
h, c, mrr ,au •ood • orwa ,I \\''•nmz th I' I thn ,11 I t sk ah, td L said, "Bt.: her .md 
fnc·c,;• .. d-i, ,f(,n 1 lotl."r.·f11!nort· tot.nd,ral(, c'anreroL ,,l(tod1v 

It could L that r t 1 n"l 1e o• J' \h uld r, • 1rr ·• l 1<!. t.rred Pnn lco , mer swtftlv 
"..'I( up t .Ir po it,-!!, '1 \;10.rkop 

Botr 1 's me»~, al ., r, h ,; ( c r. I! mda 1• 1{001 P1id Opp,rrr m of th' Prctona 
c >mma 1c, wh' rL,l: I to mf ,. Fr n lo Ln the k >) 

Or ~c ai;a nth~ B.ills I nat'e" •ata1 error Woe-I "~ca· tv,d tr •·1e dark w1~ 1 a ftr .. ran 
fall r: , at Q pot w,u, ·1 t. th, ht w, s t1 ~ er t Pt the •u I l--,1° error wa Jt ,ti 'ial:-tc m the 
,)Oor• ht• t~w 1,tt k1ow hatt1eto>•>t<;p10 rkop wh· h1 ap"1t,·uLto1t4km 
lor , 1s dividec 1rt, tui, .nor' or 1'. • ecu I rarts It 1k. I l'V 1 ,;addle !'h~ part see'l and 
o, upi"C by \Vol dpat, wa do-11, .. e( h\' tr.: otr,r p: rt 

The Br Ith• •>~ll 1arder did not r,ly tor ,ov• r o:i \,' , 1 ti .. toulders 0·1 thL ridr,r 1:-ut 
r v, ·ders for the d . nz ol t nc':. ,. Be. 1u c. o• the shal ,w sc1l J'1C solid rot k. bereath 
tr.~ tre ,I: , were d '" to a dcptr, f orly 4<; ,rr 

leadtr his 'llen •hrt ur I tte mist wr .r h1d e! vclopcc th~ tit Prn LO rrached the 
: nni: rd c:.pL yec the·n I ext~nded rder ·om Aalw}'ll.or to close on the Bri•i,h 

p1. ,1tto:1 He wa, r.1~ f-r 1 t davli!ht by (\, n"11a 1( rnt OppLm ·n with hi, Pretona 
,crr-i:- mdo 

Io '1eir ah ·i' 1•~ 1rpn~ a r: urderot • ' r, wa un a<'lct' on tre B ti h. S,, dose were 
the ,omba arts ~r wr th 11 at places the\,' w,r, tr v _ v cl 11 hand to ha 1d fi;i- 1t·nr the 
Briti,h wit'l ll''Cd tavofl t, • 1e &,. s with tt.u ril1e b 1t' . 

O P nslo('\ 5>4 ner ~ 1 wc·c sua'tu. bv nr'1tfal 
A' Bl.Iha, h: 1cs• sm~• r--r ups frcr I.the ,onn. rdos were sent to rc'nfor,e thei· 

co,rr (!_ - ,._ the t ii Il:.v LL' ll fron the Hr ctt,,·t-erp. Vr}he d, Johar ne ,1:-urg, Oethal and 
En:- .lo , rrrr mdos \\'h. ~ (}- r eor r it 10h wne cnrai .d m thn battle wh11.h flared tor J 
t 1e w 1cl ra'l: rya 1a front •t..~ w r, , krc1 11 fierce •rur_te n t11c umquc batt e for 
Sp101.nkor 1u. wer.: r .' r the·c t'tat c 1~ wh0 ... , n·il· ;hQd ~ 1p rhuma'l d, ds ara nst 
the1• c.quall> ,ou are01;:, Bntt ;h opponert, 

The BrW,h sufLred r.: .\ 1 u '.,, tut were reinforced conti 1uous'> d•mng the day 
Actuallv t'lerr wn' f r toe rr 1v sol(1er 1n •uct-" ma11 surtace Whi! • th·' B<ler• did not 
allow mN. thar liOfJ n ta ti nc n ti:. t 1ttk ar,a •'le Bn i~h rr intamcd 1 0(\0 mn a'ld 
rrore 

At 1 danr,.rot tr., rr:-nt I ,. the BL ns, whe I a dctachrr ... nt ma key posit· 1n no longer 
able to w tr,t r.1 B, tish st,:.' rnd murdero• s ft-e t I( tc f!i;i-'1:, C omnanda'lt Pnns•oo 
succeeded tr haltm:; them md • I th,.rr t-a, K ·n "un• "r-att 1cK 

E riv I" •he a t10n t 1e plla it WoodiaL f 11 nd 1'1s conmand one would expect to 
devolve on C olor:I \1 I Croft- ll, tt ,~mu offt,cr pc flt. However n the r.,_ m·ne·1d., 
non of •l 11 er the r npetuous < o1oncl \ \\'. ll rneycr, ft w s appoirt,d 11} \\'a•rcn to 
cc:nma 1c the Bn•1 ·hf r .. ; on "Poe 1k ,:, 

TL battle cont nuea t •ever 1"1tt•, • on mor'lt .)'; ttirou •h ti the ft.-r'loc, A further 
\ (100 nerd Ge. er l loke or •de the \,fidd ,,.x R . ._,inert the Ikr ct, ~omer et• and 
Imp~ ial LigJ,t rnfrnt v we ·e throw., tr dunn5 th, 1ft moor. So r,•eat was the contusion 
that Coke dict not kr-w tt t Th,m .y, • o•t was 111 cc mma'ld 

B}' ni.,htf11! w th mo e tha 1 l OCO o' his nc, kt kd, w iur-ied a•1d ru;sn.t, C. ke rave 
tr_ Mder 1\ evac L t. tt c po' !Ion W1°1out krowm 1 ~tout Pu, Thorr.~vcroft gave 1 <imi!ar 
command.Ever h. die' n t f~el up 'r>, or •u t 1r~ ·t; 1u:_,htcr 

fhc Bntnh kit qu1e tlY. 
Bu• 1,rbrkrown to thrm t•1e burrhcr de1.ided that thq,, too co;.1ld not endure 

another c,a> f 1:- 1ttL sud ~ the ore ''icy had~ xpem·nccd \\, thout the pcrm1 ,ion cf th~u 
officers they stream~d dow I then: ,urtrnnide n the duk 

A mar on hor<eh:i.k arri~.-d 1-1 the O:,'llt rn,1 •noved fro;:1 one Boer rr,•up to the otllcr. 
har-mrung •he turgher~ to return to theu post•-. With r~proach 1,1 tm voH:c he told them of 
the disgrace that w uld cndur.- by tht"r c1~f c!lor Ht persuasion won the moment 5tead1ly 
th: burghers returned t,i the c.ne ,ft 1ttlc 

A wh!'PC" went th~ round, tl:1t th IT'lO l.'' the pcrma .,v., Vd, was louts Botha But 
•oday tht>re 1s some doubt whc•h .. r it was •1ot n fad Pnn~,oo 1nm C aroLna 

At c,aybreak , rryslLnou, q net enhrouaed the •cer~ [hrec l tlandcr scouts, Jl, k 
Hindon Hern Slertkamp a01c Ahert de Roos r10~,d forw1rd IL' 111vestirate the sttuallon 
Amazed. they found the Bn!lsh had depar•cd Ou,~k,y, th V1crklt•11r was h·ii-;t, d Sp1Lcn­
k, p w ,, reoc.up·cd by the !n rghQ s, ,1nmc k<>ecl 

Now'1ere 0,1 carti1, tt 1; ·ta1ncc, dtd <o rrany clead h::- "11 ·uch a ·mall {•,~ce l•f r.round, 
because of tne tr.-mrn·lou, cc-ncer trahC),1 of Br tish ,old1rrs 111 a srot where there wa< hardly 
any roor:1 'or mc,vcme,1t. [tie hvmr lay on top ot the dead wlul. lh,y fired. . 

On the Rocr monum~nt wh,.h w1< cn:ctcd on ti1c bat:kznl'!nd m 1964 the namr, f)! 

106 -,f those killed are "nnaved bu• onl't' 60 of then died on Sp1oenkop it,clf. 
The Boer• had the ~dv,mtagc over thor adve ane 111 that theu ,.uns were sikd m 

positt'm< out of reach ol any possitk Bnll,h ,1u11 tcr battery <lidlmg fhean uracy of fire 
of the Boer runs wa m larrc measure due I<> th1- p.rsL'nal u)urayc of fkndnk Pnmloo who, 
witb h., st/'r lit'r Lout:, Bothna. a tc.icher frc m C. rohna d1rrdrd the ftrr ol tbe Bot'r 
gunners. 

DIE SLAG VAN SPIOENKOP 
c., n Bu-.r '.: "11:,1· kk111;:, t (\_ n<·) < t d.~ I op CIC ,,B. ck \\'._k' oos d . .: w ,nK 

va·1 Bnt - neerlae nt' ~ I l De .mber PS9 I b'v SL.>rrrt ::, l\1a;-rdag 11 b> M 1.,r,fon 
tnncrVr11c',•15by1ok,,o a ,.rre 1md. En:-e··pr.kc1c~wCedb.knd taa, 

Dte El it kat net 'el C:1dcltk 1 11cer or. r v,lhebter m 'iu1c -\fri ·a aan: I: ·11 lord 
Rober s va:i Ka ic:1ha , mL • re! I !orcJ K.! h. 1cr va I Kr rt )Cm as y niht.re a~s1 tc·. • l\faar 
aa~, i-: Nati\~ fr 11 IJ!v ll 1L m hec ( .n. s1 C. I: ,c< \v rrc. ui rd ·e·tu ,r on 
()rm1cld~ lik onder her:- t, d n Laa n Jaruar,. \\.n I Bu !er v weed:: r, r.~ aa I on 
l dv nth!. or L.t 1/..t die ko. 1:,.,, n \\'a :-,n 1, I~ k'}',, r:- ., t, ~-n die Iu _ , i~,•e-:-ret tot 
~o 00' rra'l ' 

Buller .,·1we plan 1· no· c rr rh1., I ur: la we v-in 'oler o oc r •e st.~k Botha hct d .. 
b.W,ell "· or: 1~ <!1 "1 rPt P.J t ,et slam v•,er.tvd .... raaKpc<1c I e 1 die nod1;:,e aanpassu~;::, 
l e"11aak soda! sy i"oo'"l!ar v r It'· w,< st11n 1s y rec·en, cue! r,edurenc.. c 1c slag van ( .. ,r: 

JluL• t, slut! c t y, uwe roct n1 lacr-- i'h vethp sal we~, mo1en n~ Sr,oc'll.or k~n 
verowcr e 1 1y d 1 d.~ •aar om •n d k P te t 't m .Ii< 1ar!n Warre"1\ p Si: oenkop 1s 
c . .I var c'1 I t a.v r:- l t .uw.li:;::t ... d •11c,;, 1 l dv ·n th. 

\\'arren sc c. st stt kk . \\ rk word k1 .. erc 1d u1•rev-...r Hy maak asot 'Iv n d urto" 
h Potp1ete sdrif 5,CK, 1>onbardcnr dte dn~ rr iar slaarc '.erste or Inc'1arct•cri~ ke <?If 
k.lor.:.t,r v,rder we. Tee 1 ]l Jm 1- n. st '1 sterk Br,tse map•e op d1:: re, 1·dcroLwer van 
d-~ nv1er 0{ claarc 1c d aa 1 1 I( b r 1 Lonie~ ,Vannag w· rd ~pioenk-;;> aar •,val". 
Koe rn•ma. en toeko 11 tir. e t'se E ,rst. \1m• t,r, \\' r ,t -:i C. hurd1ill bew, :;, >0k d rd1c 
nap tu~ , die •oldate ,n ond r d. [l 1!,. a n'm l!, I ae•s 1, Moharda, (Vahatrra 1 (ihandt 
w -t rwe.,en, > ·t..:n , ou 'n wt'r~l l'. • 1 rte wore,! 

<;p10enkop ~ ware. 1 11n die Iugc ka· t tvna to, drcr maar 1a 1 d Q smdwe~tc ike y 
1s c', u 'r let: c 1 hr . u tlor r nJ or d r c 1 nt • w 1ar die fl 1tte die k p raa!' ,._·t\' • 
Wur,n w •d deur r,t:!!l. C lc·y ll}, t m rraa •I r-an w• t Cle t·ocpc no.! le , .n,. u 
, RP Woe' t, v.m <!.~ I n~a t.•511. No ,,d-Er c md 

Die Bier~ worL cnvcrhocd~ revar., Op 'ir 1c,kop •1 klc·,, w : vJn dt Vryt.i6 
ko· 1mando llulle ,,u 1 voor \\'oodratc I 700 rr rn uit ,n ;e- dt~ 1larn dcur n geue er 
kl~urt t. raar ~.rtrl w t ,laar op die kop ar •aa 1 

Bcth1 IJe !u t 1.n niddd iic dat ~r i 1kop t .. Pw.r no~! word Bcodsi;, pper< word 01 

v r killc 1c.~ ;ckto~ van die Tuzelala~rs _ tuu· •>rt r. rnr a•· te kr.yp as vers• rkmr b\,' 
Sp1oc'lko;, 

.' u ., c'. u ccn rr ,an o:- <!.1 Id~ dap 1n, 1 wat d,, t .. ld var Spto1.nk< p i;~nocn ka1,, 
wore 1.orr da 1·d c c. • He:- drik T-r.1. k Pr rsloc v n Carol na to(, '1 kon. la! d nt wat !Of, 

d.iard, ""lfde •aar n d.~ dar va, W1tk 101 nab} \' ie dorp sou srcuwd tc :~ om ~a11c-1r:.: 
cttcrlir uit d. n nde.,, rn die B t _ ·> la•e tt ruk 

Kmdt p, n loo _ k "11'11nc 11e• 11;• r o· rdoc:," v n Sp10· nkop 1, t ;m )p 'n p!::kk.1e 
w 1t r ~m p, 1k• re 10 m word. h 1 onr ·~• •. h.t hv .,, vw II -.rs r,evra e'.1 arr ii het na 
vor, 1;.ko n Bur, _rs c: Vrt" e-, \\Jars' u hv i u le I 'k usr v m 1 .nl Botha h•·t op o is 
eval ,,m vand .. r r v •hKr , tk te o-1e· 1e n d t ka•1 wee t: .. t n'..: ,~n van , ,1s 
n:, kor1 ne 

Botha s-. h odsk r 'x.r 1k ,,ok krrd Rooi Daiei Q )p,rr. n v;tn c:'1e Prrtona ,~ 
kom·11and. Ook t > haa t rr rr Prm loo 1,y t .. 11.n. 

\\'e r •1ct dt BntL ' r. odlot•1-. f 1 It 1-Je _ '1 w~ • d~· t hct m d .. donk.d aar geko: 1 
op 'r pick wat hy • ~ c 1e '>crgkrutr b: ko It..• ~ia• die kop 1 1:-o-o:, ont_r.:!1! 4 km I nk tn 
wo d deur 'r, aal m rrm of met tweer .vi'. C' le verdeel D_, <!::c1 wat Woodrate re 1~n en 
beset hct, W()rd 0orr .. rs deur rl1e •1der rec .. lte. 

[lie l nge ·;.,, aanvoerder ma~k r 1e net ot r tc;t-·'.lKI, taa, v r c' .kKn!.' me. 'ly I.lat C"K 

loopp,awc n, k ne• 4~ ,rr d1Lf 1r 1 vlak, o 1d op dte sol .. de rots. 

Pn 1 . >o kt ,y r: r k ppe u ur c tr1!! rn ,a c11c k• 11 1 D.iar r u. t y hulk m ve•5rre1de 
cdc vanaf Aalwyrkopr;. •ot dPbv die Bnt skan-;e I ,.n llfd;,g 1 Oppcrrr an ook daar met 
d•" Pret<lr ,an!.' To• vcrha nr var die B .• e wo•d •., rr ,m crde vu tr op mile r.nr Op een 
rick raal· dt strvd.nde partve randr ne r die En;-e e rr,t rcvdd .. baJ< net e, dt!.' Bo·,, 
r:- t d ~ .3ew. k•>I Var P.ir.,loo ,. , or prork 1k. 84 'lla'l or 5 7 tr :i d1r aa 1d dooct cf 
t wonci I. 

Op Bott.~ SC l proep word Pok klc111 erocptc~ var anc..r k, mmJllC o's n .. srocnkop 
rcstuur k1dcherr, \r}he.l, JI)!°' nnr 1rr, Betha·, h'lle0. rerwy ht!.. rrakkers daar 
onder oor 01e hele r. 1:-lnvama.frort VP, r.~n hut, aan h1nd1e uniekc stryd op Sp10enk.op 
dd 

Die B,~tte ly ont aghKe ~.rite,- 1,;ll worl' ,·ed 1nz ver ·tcrk D-r 1' heeltemal te V.,;.; 

scldate op so '·1 kk n oppcrvlakt I ,rwv! <lie Bouc nc·)tt mecr J; ses hondcrd daar to.L~ t 
n,. ondcrh,iu d1 Britte daar meer a dne dutsend n. n 

'n Gnaar 1kc , ombl k vu J1 ... Bo.r, kom 10., r .ifdcllf'~ m 'r sle 0 i•elpos1s1..: dtt me 
~,nrc• t.cn die moordcnde stJJ! en Br, <e koc.l ka, 11thou l'te en vlug Prn .10 \laag d1Jnn 
om hul!e t' keer hoewc d1t ne var, sy kc'll71.rnc'~ ts •tie en ry doe 1 self 'n t.,,,n.lJnvul wat 
die po,me herstcl 

01e Britte ve 0 , ")Of gc 11 w .. ,ocr,te Kol \1.E C M'ton 1s nou die ~~n•or offLier. 0~ 
aar.t-cvel nr va, Bu kr ~tel Warren d1. vo, rtvar,nJe kol AW. lhnrneytroft Jan as s.:mc r 'n 
Bno~ skappc r kru, r die t er" or c 1 hrmr die boodskap aan laasrenoemdc ,, I y 1s generaal 
ucr • Die rev._? r,aan voor•. l>a.ir Kurr nor. 3 '100 m,,n v.ifl M1rldlesex a,ook dw Dorst"b, die 
'icmer,,t, en d,c I npena· lirl't ln~·a,1try ondcr renL (. ike. Cok.c w.,,d me ecns dat 
Ihorn,ycrolt hie• baas B n ... Met meer is 1 000 1•1;,,,:-, d,)Od. rew,md en vcums get ( oke 
tee;1 die aard beve 0111, die ro<rncs t2 verba• Sv,dcr dJ rvln te weet, gee ,iok fhorr..yuo•t 
o n te\el. Vtr ·1or so n lag• nz s1er •elfs hy nc 1:..ar., •uc n., Enrel e v,rtrek st:l. 

Die brrrcrs b ·!u1t cwcnrcr s d1t h•ilk d1t n:e 'log 'n dar kan mth, u "lie c, met of 
,;ord .. 0 to,,kmmmg var hu11C' i ff1S1ere s•roor:- Iiulk die terr m die dcnker .. 1 

I.>1, op ht rd1c oombhk dat 'n rna:1 te perd 111 die donker vcnkyn en v.in gr<lep1e tot 
rrocp1c bC"wcrr Sy ,tern 1s vcrw}tcnd ,is h\' d1~ turr,crs focro~r en vatd watter skande dit 
s~u \\e~s as hull· d1c ,~0s1:1cs verlaat Oul, he t.nt dtr burg rs _om t.,, bly [laJr worti grflu1ster 
dat d1t l ,,u1 Hoth .. ts V,indJf bc<taa 1 claJr twvfel <lf d,t me m1sk1en Ikndnk PnmlOl' v .n 
Cm•hn , w.is ntc 

I oe d1t lig word, h mr daar •., gehc1ms1mugr <t1lte OL,r d1e toneel Cine l 1tuncter 
vcrk,nner•, h.k Hmdon. Henn St.:11.tk mp en \lbert de R<los g;un ondcrsoek 1mtcl <:n v1rd 
dat dte Lnrch.:: st I vcrtrck h~t Hui, hys die V1trkl ,ur c,1 mcer bur~ers stroorr, na Jie 
bcrrkrum ., 

Sptc-cnkop brho1irt weer a:.r the lk ere "-l'ren• tr cllc w~r- Id, ~o word bc\\.:er hct da r 
-..:If• r,1 twe i'r ot wcrcld0orl >c ~ovecl do01 s cp o 'n klem koller 11c rC'I<:' 'ltC' Dit 1, ~, 
grvolg v.,n die o,1tsarhke konse11tr. s1e van Brthc soldatc waar gt·en beweegnnmt~ \\as :nc 
Lewcndes hct l:>0-f.lp dooics h: en sktet 

Op die Bccremonurr,cnt wJt m I 164 op Sp1ocnkop opgeng ts ,1:1an 106 •tame van 
r.,ncLtWelde bt,rt'rs maar net e•t1g Yun hut'. h.t op dtr kop gcstcrf Die andct 11J.me 1, dt~ 
v1n 1:>urger w.,t m d,e se,daJ;"s.: slag rnnriorr, "ip1ocn1wr "'csneu\v(' he! 

Du: Beere het di= vun<l,d v;in kanor vu,,r r,eh. Jen daard1c vuurrnonde het m pos1,1cs 
rcsta,,n waar dte Bnt e k;1•10nne ht1lk me kun byhm m Uat hullc vuur ,0 lkkuraut w~s 1s 
grot ndeels tc donke aan die per. 1onhke me·,! v.ir fkndr k Pnnslc,,:, wat met sy ~ mer 
I ,u1, Bothma. 'n ondrrwvser van ( arol,na die kan,mmer ·, se vuur rcn.:-; het 

 

 



 

 



DIE SLAG BY PAARDEBERG 
re ., d1 c., ~ n la man:: , <i o I daa t na t,;, e t: 1derd d.: 1c B•1 e t: • > • 1 

'iuid <\.• ka Dit word Bn ta I'_' _ ['IY t,tc oc rlc c .r , pol,.o· ,, 

~e so ', r ,, d t ·1 1d on ' ,ntaarv~ !. e c .·, .• lie rer?npc aa• t I v " er " 
bur,_ , k , 1it n _ po ! • •cdwu g wore t :- > leur ·n or 1vk· Im" -na _Uv• • D1t I d . 
.. 'h,lm\\ rheludRotet c·lonlK.itc',nn. nkhe .. Waarorr alJ-u'..[C 1 (, •~ n 
SY ,terk po • _, hv \fa< •rs•,n•.1 1 aar I r , d1t I: s nodw o I aan t l' \'ryst. _ •~n kart >Y 

hor;. ver'w L tr k t\ .,y v rn de \, ryst.at afr s~y 1. sal h:1- rr et ter ~·a 0?""1 te v ·ir n 
da• hv ook van lrar ,, 1a1 at : 1} wore 

'>o n '!lareuver het ct1t v iorde 1 dat ct1t Elc.rrfn e n van die w_ tc· rt '.l' 1 

d:kkm ,al iat, ,n va· •l. )n n•ort.1 I 11 Bri' ~ ha! d , al d • hu . ,n St: ' ti" It "fatal r 1 .t 
teru.,va on ue v l'l d _ R p bhe11.. af nv t w •d rK. \'ia• t~oo v. ri , ,! !' 

werklikL1c. ·n • euse t nk ,_ \\ mr. 

DI pla·, I' !',"t n. ) 1,· r y f var r1 Or ''-r c L oostnkmt vin ( r>r Jt y:Jn d._ 
t: 11p va )C' > w. ve:t-:,, t. tre.· met 24 O(,) 11,. c 1.rc voe r ~ 0' 0 w 1e 1s 1:- t,;·cr 1:-vr 1 1 
c. ,r land• e:k. 

Vu L ormar v. , I 25 00 v .tvo ken 10 OOC ru1•ery aar ·::W),~, 1 rnocrrd • nc' r 
gm.Jo!-nF,.nct:.~c•11:_,rr,ctsky1 tl'!Vall op<'ro1,-tvM1;_• cf 1emrr1 

Op 10 I,trua. _ l l00 < n R>t-er s sy fin bev ~r < riot offi;1 r. re. h '-' I va-1 
Ra•ndam •r.~, d•e uiL•v vert ,k. Wm 1eer h:1- R1e ·1v1er e· ~odden Viar'- dnw • bv ik 
mo.t }' t.rhoed_ die ctn w. hou t t d,~ vo tv0lk 1an ori or d. • • > ,ct P re \\ t 
uitsa; , 1 10 t art.rbh n r ' r 11: die ,acr ophou , 1. 

<'r,.,, v, t v 1 •It opv u~ maar rlo d1 net 'n skvnbcw, ir. r l t, ,c: hy mt d, t 
Er ·1:· h perc:. pore a"ter hon o >- M- dc!-rriVIe k. 1-fv st 1ur art 110~ le. - m 1 1 0•11 I- r-n ·1 
se opmars n1 KinL , v t' te·wis ,n met sv wala t,nweer J-;y al t,_n \1 J 1 rnv1er •n 
rir,tnr. n: >e,11fonL I'! BLhCH 1r l '1p h}' r:,r • n,, •k t·• ,s , F rer '1 •e t rt·, c c d. 
voctvclk ~ vocrh 1ec•~ c:.Jr 

KJt•l:.,cr wat 1,ev • v n ue se ~e e •,•11,J •tp-:- Robc·t,, >Tf'._·1 en het ,,c- .. t I .. ,, 
r,norrr. k 11.rn , , ,· l l e I rot p elke Bn •e sold· t btrne ' rf.i' t ·n I L Jcr o I t 
VCi'lt Gd dat dte poot ont r: p <., d11 .n C' k !Jc 1r toe e:!' ,r terl· rn-1, ru,t n locp 
hon hlocd·IC't;, t, n (rot:~ upt.rl:. r le (,.n D Wt '1• ir dt lint. v ,rac .. lt1• ,_n 
\..,1i:t•~ 'n aan ,.nl·kc aa,·,al w.icr . 

~aa, cit.re ,no.took rJ,, i.:n (ronJt I r-? vJ er r,i • f el- •ot ,,I ta·_ b r 
Fre,ct:, ,;, t '1 tre, 1r r ron • iun lnte va .. ~, t I -nc,crc' r • n o > • r-1 n,1 K,mt:."-;y 
ge ,k·r het, kry ook di. nocd, oep v ,n Kt!< ,1 t:"' vrr ( rorit ~e .1ftop aft 1)- \1• ' ,v flou 
pc-de bcr,t. '.1y K rd l('<rard r t v,or J:L B aer,rcr _., I,, n I,_ • no ride trc' . Hy k 
e.~ pick m.t kryp<ver it f omtr pt •e· ktlo!" .• t r nocrJ.1os , n Pa :<lcbe, 0~ 
Februane 1s v ,~,r rel: a· inrc~lmt 

Vroc, Ote rr~rc va 8 1-c,,n ne va K.t.he:, .. r n t 'I• t t S\.' •, '"ktkk.n• .. m• I(' r op 
1·.;cr word dJ" B· 1tt.: net noudt'· (~ nau~ ,, ,ur ff_ laa 1 ," n d; n L,uJd .. " 1 d t v1 <}' 

oflt~iuc c:u,de'ik dat d-e slal! v.rlore Vi, mur Kite' ~n,r l:cveel hu"l wn w ~r .,,,n t v.il D1~ 
'lL•U dat kol. O.C. Ha·1r,y, w1e c 'lkotte r.:" h b.1-~ < ,.iar ,_1~ hct ,n wu KL ·1er., v,rr, f. 
prcbt>e, ouTr -1 h.t o·n chi .. r,1:vc,, te stn•,, ;1om .If roch, ,rJ< opl)'.• rd ur v r -.. or •r 
marsk"ppe or dte Bo.rc it I" .t,>f"n [; ~ ,n.1u rkoe I l1l • -1 ·1om uf. Tee: C'le l.l'' i <;:_ w •t 
I 30C lhtte en 181) BO<"rl" f. .. w, nae~ do,, I 

fyder" dtt.: :a, het 1·cnl De Wd 'n kopp:e .1Jn Jic \UicekL11t v 11 C ronit ~ J ,r hTO\\ r 
en '11 pad m d:~ Boerdaer >op~e·skt.t. Barry R1 hte, 'n k.i ,•c1,1 va,1 D · \\let •,c '<11, he• rr;,t 
'n boodskap c!emteiaa,• c1 t >e hy te•urkcm J,ct v.;rsh11, vai. pen!. (rr:, 1Jt' ~ ri1:.n·,kappr hor,l 
gevolg. \fau die walaer w, 1 d,c r~r- ra_· rue pry cce n,~ er dt.. Bn te ht D \\.et 
t.::ruggedwt 1g. 

I ord RDbert< ,eem di:. bevel weer oor ,n b~ lu1t ten cnn~te van 'n bt'l - •rn,,, w.it nerc 
dae sou d rnr. Iced e rm., van ,taa, rondorrt Cro11J~ 1..,eJs onJe,1rdri irh11r lyk, vra De \\.cl 
die beroer:,de Dame Theror; err. 'n de 1rl>ra:.ikp"3n na dr bckerde laer tc nec:n. -bLL n St' 
sluiptug daarhe· n en tcrug 1s misl-ien die grootste pre;!L!LO rn sy soort n, die (,uid- '\frilc,.m~c 
miLter-! r,c,kiedeni~. Hy vind die laer m '·1 h·;like toe,tJnd w:.it vercr,, r 1< ,leur ct1c swaar 
reens. 

D:,r.1.; The•o: se 'elerraf1es.; versl~r van >nf~V.:!cr sewe hon·lerd w~ 0rde ,..an pre~. 
Kruger hevat d1~ vo ,"C7ld1. rara,·,1aat oar dte mc,0·1tlikhede van n ,!eurhrnk (so• ,_ v~rt.1"! 'lit 
dk Nederla•1ds) 

,.I- k het a; n i et1L ( ron1t d,e plrn voor,!e<tel dat 11y m Jet deurbreek 110,·, w.1Jr en 
wanneer. Hy ts daarmee eem, do;; d•e mc~ste van sy >ffi 1ere 1.:n man kaprc is 0 nw,!hg. Di.., 
genera.al en ek en emre andcre het gi~ter on<ler dte m~n,c ron•lgegacin c- 1 alic pol'lr,'.'., 
aangewend om hullc rioed n te praat ~n hulk gewilltg te m.nk :rw . .:ir die htlfte van hulle j> 
so rr.ismoed1g en terneergedruk dat hull:: w,. ,'rlik me merr omgee om l'l die hcin,k van die 
·vyand te val n 1e. Baie se r~~uit dat hu•le dt~ s!c,te n•e g- an v•·rlaat nie. maar aan die In~e!sc 
gaan 001gee \odn rcnl. C'MnJi< ntsto!rr. Ma;? C,cd gee dat hul c •ot andcr s•cn"wy~e kom en 
soos een man v,r t.ull(: ·'1 weg b:iJn D.1e p! n was om recd, .1steraawi mt te kom, mu.r die 
rivier het gedurende die dar. al dicpcr reword en toe het cite ,,ru::, en vloL me kbetr rek· .m nic 

Daaro·n moet die poging vanaanil aan1•rwend word. Ht,11c l1et nog meer as l?cn >er 
ammllnmc om met hnll s.1arr. te dra en sal natu,1rlik ,,>k al h'.11 e rocd moet :u;krb,,t. Die 
afstand wat hulle sal moet loor, is omtrcnt cen uur tc pcrd en ,lJls ~al '.1ulle van h1erd1e k,1,1• 
omtrcnt halfpad ontmoet I k het ook d.wr gehr,or dat 'r. t: k elomp van on mcme van tvd 
tot tyd W~;':geloop het en d, t almai in dte hande v::in die E ngd.e i, ~val I ct D11.. vroue en 
kinders in die laer wii ook met die mans 11itkom. Hulk wil n c arterbly .11c." 

NA n~me Iberon se vertrck, staan r,nl. ( ron,t 5elf m die water c,m ·n kett nrhru,· o•>r 
dJc nv,er te hou, maar die Bnttc rig hul kJnonne daarop. In m die kerkc v. n Prct,,r, 'raan 
Paul Kruger .eif y volk vorJr 1•1 •, ;:tdike 1•ebed vu die; hev, ydmg van die bdee'rde$. 

Dog op 27 Iebruane I <lOO 1u1;, dit dwarsdcur die Bntse Ryk. V.,n C ron1t ., c,ffis,ere 
hct die wit vl1g gehys en die gc·1eraal met vier dui,end man val in Bnt e hand·-

En dit 1< MJjut-adcig, 'n f"e,dag m fran~vaal scdert 18!!1. 

THE BATTLE OF PAARDEBERG 
B~ th_ f' 1d .' a. U l V (; ) ( IC war Ir • Lth A , l h 1d 'l C. Gdffi ti t I~ I n 

• v -ur of t c tt".1 r.1, ·L 1 ~os: 1 1 of -1ale:1:it a ct r,v<' < with t 1r r'.l r 
lV rvwhc'. I th.. 'C •: •y If th IIJ: I" r•, ti,' L Cr. ll a 1 ,iv~ srk,ng 
·or, di= ' 'ty lorl R • C' ,( l I 1'1·d,, r, t 'l .le( 'lri t'i .:r.• ', r t I lite 
(a·- rric'L. " '\l di, t·, out!- fnca e I I, hr-. •h1,; ;, ti I J:1d l - . Ou 2 )U 000 
•roq:-; tr the 1rtr}'. Th '\t: :, l nr War b a Ill' D. t 1 ', t , ,t n11 J• y oi: .. rn ,: ::::_-
1\Ja;,olLl n. div 

Wt t- -.h a rr" r1't\.' f 1 ' I!" _ rth fro!! th o- a 1~.- Riv • 1• tecar urr.. e• a v 
,I tt: I-' l'l II I Cf strater'y t V the: Bn h • ')111• ,a•ld f r tl.rr to ••are t ,)Lt I atL I< s, tu' 
nLre v tu Pl h ·orwa d ,n , ': mi- th Boe· wt: r;:, th v cl 1r Lnal ~ ,,v t-J -.cir 
lefct: v p i•itt, i:• ti 1s cor .. u n r, ... l }' ore oberts a-1d I ord Ktt. '1c, . .:r q•·-'" 
t -,·i tie _ ·-· ·•> tor tn n 'i a••ct,k C-.nc··a, Cron·. , rt stron" Jositi.n It M · ·r,­
'or t 1 . 1la 1 er t w r '1 It .-. 1ld on'v ie r e· • • > '>> 'p~~, h1M rr, ttc t rce 
'it , 1,- If ct•t ff tr n t , .. Irr . a" c o. j6 w 1la 1ave • > w1 tdr.w t > avoid be•ng u, 
of tr m th, , ra·1sva I- u we!. 

P 1 11a1 ~ ·vr~ '.ac t, ad rt , cf . VI' •• Bloc· 1·ort 1, w1• tout . eve_ on the 
w t •r • tc a'lc '.ou l Blonr 1tor tsL •~! I' o Bn h hands t 1e t•u:,her, ·n N1t I wou',I 1:-c 
f> ,cd t ,ea• a~tv rdr a· ·•o h· -:·! l,.1r v1• oil l,or,i it.: I 'l'::" ', 'l ar,..1 , . 1•1 ,:•,.,! 
Rep 1t tic• What Rot. , 1rc K • hl" .. r 1,ec w 1< , n- f.- outfla· k,r.J rr.· v,: w1t11 c eat 
r.w rl -t t 1e nd ofit 

\L the pla l rs1 it" C r·z s, T r. ov pa~t ( i•j(' 0 ,rr ra 'El'l f'. rk, ,wa}' '•0:--1 t>IC 
nl\\1}' ln wit,1 ~40',)ctr•1-;1h· n1,n1: ,rd '00'· w. 1,mca'l 1v. •er.c, ~r Ne~a 
f'le'c ,, C 0 p-e fie nsi< .nvoh ct, t wa dccidec. :i pro, c. I wit I the mu.h 

file i ir , sir ed • '11-: 'V •n t 1; d _.qr)O r;t 1'-vr..r ,rd :0 0 ,') ,o• nt d 
r.e'1 the!.,ttcrtndert'1eco11,rr 1I• 1 .r -a l-11Frcr h rart,fJ.ccv.r•1lanl d 
Mcl'l• 11 w et I· unl .. al nt .•L k 7 M 

Cm ! 0th F ctruuy, I ord Bet •ts .•ave trna1 ordc1>; tc, h 1 uor oi ,,, r 1,n ,,g wh:ch 
Wi> th •>J -kr to C,1,;·1nal Frer.h wh w' t p <KC I v1 1 t,1, rr r.tcd f 1,;e fr, m,R ,n: 
dam or to 1·nbrrl v H \\ ,~ ,o 'TG ! .. Rat and '.1 Ider R1 .. r I. vi r arr•1;,rc:h a: the 
f ,rls u,111 th. irf ,.rt•v , 1r-ir. 1r tt hnlt' .,.r 1-f wht t fd out c, t'lf' rr rch were t 
he kf:' hcht: I , ~ 'lot •o cd _y tt oth.r~. 

General ('rorit!- k '1.C\\ of F re ,h' m Jh but tho ht i1 -- , ,-'1.IV a L, ,rt T o 1t, •1e 
r,,•lt d th t r renc,1 c ,v Irv 'lac 4' >· t ~ i,(! I! n or "1c Mede r River, r.nder·nr J,1s 
po-,,tt,,r ',Vt nahlt> 'ic .J,l'!~ hf•l •·K t ,I p· tn i r~nch , .1dvar•.~ t, w ,rd~ K,,nt,n•• v, he 
htm~d tr kt·, J v1t h \. 1z >. tr •n m th ,hr, ttcn ,f s:ot n· trn. k~ .rou ly hpr r,:, 
brt it"n F re.- h, rc:irrt r I .r.' ''tc c'v:,r, r ... ~ro o' t"e r:,7ccm1r"' H. .ti 1, :nL,1 rv. • 

Iu,I Ktrtt nu, who 11a<l t<r,1p,,,a 1ily t,t n ,,ve· ·•-m.n, ·ld tror, 11c li'·Y r r:,ld I,-rJ 
Rote,t, o er-:11>1, the -, tt.;r ,or, w , rr . ti'. 1,p·, tty 'rc,:1 • 11., 0 aftl g_t ,,wa:1- ;,rJ 
or J,•,rG "''-n British sol<11c1 \, tht! r, h o c~, i ivot:r to rrcvent ti~ ",• .re - f 1t cJT prey 
/e lot, I}, cv n ,ktachrr, nt 1th, r 1 ,, !Ld j c r, n t . lo· ' (rn,,. , tr nr avalrv de 
t,.h•ne·1' c.r.- t, 1rie. ,,,·sir.,t th, B .. 1•Jr,•.rc C, ·,u,111 \\.l•T ,,c1·.ch.d c1,rupti,c­
.1H ·ck ~•nth ;J, tJ I "1 r•v h,1c 0 :'l<l l tr,-ytd l n r,,·).r of"! •J, 

But : n ,-.1 n" d r inc Cron,, ~cl· r v V.d"0L tr.in tad ·ot .. J, ,_ n ;.1rr ! ·,nch, 
wh, 11.icl sl' fuli"v pi, re d ro11\t • t 11n '1r, f R0(t n ... n l'1 t F w ,v t J Kimberley, aho 
rec..1v.d lutch .rt:·, , ; ll':!'2 : tv ll tot ,t off< r, ,,Jl , retrea· WPh hts e ·h.rnst..:ct licrs,s 
I re'1<h re, cbd Kucdo .. r,,m1 "It .,h.1d of the B,, r r,ner .. ,l 

f,1< vr·]dr .. v•,ltl,u,r,I, d C, '1.rrat•r.c.JJ-'1,>r:1cd .ii. r ,t,·t txk!orr .. •e0 rot't 
c: t ol P,1;1.dcb,T1', \\.1tL ·1u1t1ry ;tt:t:n" , !1e .clecLct l pr i!to o, re:,• de'. ,_ -,· 
• ·r r.th fr l-1, r•..:1t ,1. nc ""' n,,t :t•. nJnu, 1 h v tlv i;p nor l-!•11 1, >rtt llv 17th 

frl:r11'ry ·1~ ~ er w~ .,rnpk'c111 .1rrcu1d,J. for•e1C:;, 11,,rll ·.!40C•"\\1t•1~100J 
th. rrug11t of Kt.l~,;,r,er' a, my. 

I arly en tr~ 1;, ,m,nJ ot l>lt f c1>ru.i•v, Kt ,h.nr att ~cc.' wr 1 cvcryth,q at h, 
dt pl ,JI. r,rr' nd '/"'" m the Rn•• ·1 ._,ere: wa,dec f t-y JT,u Je .• , rr u- · frc B> th~ 
aft.:rno•l'> 1 t ,d becr,rne ,le-1r to h1, cfll e-s t·1at the 1ct1- -·1 Ld bee 1 lo ., b 1t Kt,c.h.:nr, 
•imply order, <I thrm biol 11 tr, thl att.ic At th 111or .. r:t, ( ,,, 1el c,.c. fl.nil', \\h ~ 
',cc,t, hac' suffrn.J h'!a\)' lo,-t• a'lcl W~•-' !1:ic tn.c m vain t- pcr.t:oJ, K1id,0 r_r to wtt1-
dr w fnn t11e b_ttle ~- nf1cecl h1r,,d1 k kk· ,y bv ,harg nr, fr ah.:1d "r,•· me 1• Few., 
111ow11 down ty ma11srr hu kt· B}' :nrhtf II !'tr,.- w r,, 1!:-ll1t I l,,,) Bn, h ,utd 280 Boe-r 
cast. dt1c 

'!Jun I!' the -,'tion l•~n,.ral 1 l' \\.ct c1pt,ircci .i 11111 on the ,utr s,Jc ot l ron 6'• posl!ton 
and sh t Ins way thrnugh t•, th. Boer laagc1 Bar y R1,ht ·r _; upt-111 ,,n D;.; \'ief taff, sped 
through w th .1 me .:i;'.: • .tnd er- 1 "return scv 111 of C 1 •111:! • mm f, low,d hu .. B1..t c ron t 
stood fast. He would not srmendn hi, w.ir,on la~,'cr, and 111r Brit1<h tor,~d r,, \\et b.1 k. 1 

On the n~xt day I ord Robert t, ,..1 ·: uv r t1,111ma,1,l c1~1m and !or nine diys set iege to 
the Boer I, .:igrr. When thr n·1~ of t,' l ilM in,! ( ronJt look d ur pcnetr.ibk (,e ,eral de Wd 
as ed the f:1mr:,11, <cout, flame fheroi., o t.,r..: J brcak-thr, urh plan to the ,c,1 ged 1.1 ,~er. 
Theron s ~kalthy )' •Ul r.··y the·c and bJCK t< perhip, ,,m ot the grcate,t acht.v..:m-·nts 0f ,ts 
kmd m Sou1h Afncin m1ht.i1 Y bst, ry. He folind the la:i:'cr i,1 " ch-1ot1, std •. n.;ide worse 
by tht' heavy ~-•Ills whtc II had fallrn. 0.im:; [heror < tc µr:ipl,1 r,port vi" ~t-()ut 700 words 
t,J Prr<iderrt Kn,;•er contains the tol 1•, vm:' paugraph on the p .s1bilitt<,, f" bre"-k-through 
l:b trJrt·,lated trom the Duh 1) • 

"I suggested to C,encr I r ron1<", thJt he sh,_,u1d brc:ik tlrrourh hc,w where .nd when. 
He agrcr,, but rnL,st ot ht, ,fftc~rs rnct rr.-n -,re unw1!1111r. Th( rcn .. 1-1! and r arid some others 
moved ahout hVi people yr,tcrda} .ind rnJdc ,very c'tort to tncoung.: them to maki! the 
break-through, hut half of them, re;~. de pond,!lt and d.;prc.~cd that they kally no long~r 
.:are whether thc:1- Lil mt:' tl1e hc1nds ot 1 JC er,, my l'r ri, .t \ian}' cf th err s.iy candidly that 
they arr not gom~ tc, _l,avi' the _trrn, lies hut 1rc gomg to surr..:nder to the: l :iglish the 
moment Gep.;ral ( r<J'..Jc m-1kes _his t-re:ik. MJY (11)d grant th:it they deude othcrwh.: and 
fin I a way ,,ut to ,1 man. Th~ 1dc·1 w. o g,;t c,ut a, early as b,t night, but the nver ran 
deeper durmg the dJv and then th, bn.Jgc Jncl ra1t were not rcady. 

_ 'The attempt must thi:refr-rc h made tom:•ht. They have more than ,uft ,tent ammu• 
mtton to ,Jrry. w,th them ,ind will ot ~" me luve t0 leave all their things behmd. The 
d1stJm:e they will hav~ to walk, ts at-out "n hour'• ndc on hor,eback and from this side we 
shall meet them ~b0ut hahww. I di o hca1d th.re 1ha1 J • Jrgt:: numb"r ,)f nur people 
absconded and that all of them tell mto th..: hand~ of the E 'lgltsh . The we men ,,nd 
children in th.: laagr-r Jlso w:int tu hrc,1k out with the men. They Jo not I t • 
behind." - wan o remarn 

Afkr Danie Theron's dep1rturc, General ( runit himself ~tu,id in th., ... t 
t d• th t, id· f ·h • b d .. h . ' , ~ w<t er s11p~nn-..:n mg c. lit mg o :1 c am n g.., ii,r '" t : nver; but the British trained the r artillc 
c,n the ,pot m~ disrupted hts tffons. In the chunh~s m Pr,tori,1 Pr<,1dent Kniger ... 17 
led hts people 111 r11ghtly pray~r\ tor the rcl1et r:,t the bcsic .. c-1 pe,sonu Y 

H1l\vcver, de pit' the gr·Jt ,'JI!· ntry they displayed~ the Boers \\ere: for,•n, th d 
to surrl·nder. ~u m e en 

Grell_ wa, th-: rejoicinl' throughm11 the Brili h Fmpue when on '7th F b 
1900 Ma1uba Day sc .. mc ot Cr.1111~\ officers ho1•ted the white flag' and th , " rul aryd, 
4 000 of his men fell mtn Britt h han K e genera an 
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THE BATTLE AT REDDERSBURG 
Altl" ugh m itself only .. limited 1dion, th.: Boer succ_ ,s at f\1ostertshoek, near 

R.d krs iur1,, had f r r~a ·1ng cff- t or the character of th~ war 1r tha• t p· ,ved the 
• 'lr <'d'le , of Genera D. Wets t.dical approach to the 1arasn1e:'t of the numericallv 
supcnor Bri ;h r >recs tt1e· p epcrnr. to r_ ,u-ne theu mar.h to Pretoria a~ter tr: f II o• 
Bloer. fonte1r to Lord Rot:rt • on I ••I' \farct 1900. As we) , the British defeat at Mc ;terts· 
hoek sp_ll~d •h~ •ma dcw7fa I of G::neral Gatacre. 

After ta km:, Bloemfc ntem Lord Rol:nh r eedcd t me to re.I and regroup his forces. 
nus tur:: of waitirg rrnv·ded tJ-e J,ree Stlt. leaccrg wit'l a splendid opporturity to put into 
r·a.!Ic: •1ew tactic< th_v ha•l devi,ed a• 1.cn•cc,ce lie! lat 1(roonst1d. r•1ere they ar·eed to 
1se or!}' a limited rum >er of .o:-ir 1ar d·>s to dispute I ord Robert\ adv a 1ce to the Vaal 
R1hr wh le th_ create. proport,_:, of the I ree State fo•ces would IJe L,ed to d ,rupt the 
Britisl' stpply hr_ and to d, the cncrr:v a, rruch damage as possible m limited cpe•1ttcm 
wh. 1cv;;r the orport 1ri'y was p•esented. 

Ih1s type cf warfar. wa• entirely suitable for the 1.:r-~ t talent, of the f >r'll dab!. 
Cienc-a D. 'wet, who i n-ncdia•e!y provec' the e!• ca,y of t'lc p:m with J,is succ::ss· ul 
su. pr:, ttack c n Sa,raspos 

In eehng further opportumti:, tor •he cc m·nandos under "1s conmard, whk ·1 wf'•e 
par• ot tr_ d ,rupt1v faro , he wer.t n a col ti-1" expcdiuc, •n the d1•ct tJon ol Dcwets­
doq: and earned t11at 1 det !" 'lnert of Bn, ·h troc ps had a•rived there 

<;,. u~• we•t ,~7• Pl v_not., I recllom to arra11gc for c1 .onccntr tion C'f t-urr,hers at 
strat<7L r ·.,t . 0;. h,tructl -:,s (,enc•11, J.B. Wes•.!,, l .G. I •oncll'an and(' J de Villiers 
planned a ,u·, d 'lated ac v mce wi•t- • '-01 n: _n anc t'lr<"e gur, 

D: We' s imrudert ?tt;_k or S:tnnasp >s f,·ced Lc7 IR bertr to <onccntrat. detach­
rr::11~• 1t ,fa . r p'l'n! me. alorg the •ailway Im.,. Oth_r det .. ·hmnt were '1e1.-,~ •tared at 
suit. tie p:>n s n prrxr •1or for the resump' > 1 of ur advanL.: to the north. In a I, there 
w , ar abu ·d~~c.:: o• British troop movenerts for the Boer• to harass ar:d disrupt 

The troops wh.' occt r'ed Dewetsd.:,,p on Aprii I ;t were adviir· e el.:mrnts of Gc,1eral 
L,·t r's fore, and comp .~d t'uee l'-tl-hment~ ot the In h Rifle•, under comr,1ard ol 
L pt11f' \\ J VcWhirP.- ,\ pat Cl! he sn• out tht nipht to reccnno1trc the road between 
Dcwct·d_ > a-ic B _ • n~ '7ten w 1s fired o!' a? d h. si:inall. I General Gatacre ol the pr. ,enu.· 
) .. the ene! t}'. 

\fc.Whmn _ r.i.:c v_d ord.r 1t mic'night to '101 I his troops m readi11css ti) ·,ro,,;;d to 
Reddersbu•z on r 'rt Qf t u·her ns • .,, ctiors. The-:: a!• ved by Ir.~ssenger the followmg 
rt~rnoon. At '\ p.m. m pou•mz rair, the Iris!-" Riflemen set out for Redd •sburr. 

\tearwhilc I>e W.t, ant1C1pat1"' the Jlriti~h rrove to Redder~t-urg, had Clccup,~d a 
str lf:i!IL positto I a• '.1.Y!LrtshClelc, on a ·id·: which GO'.n.nated the r.ad to RcddersbLrg. 

,\t n ne o do1.,I( on the ~or u 1r cf lrd Ap•il M, Whinnie's •couh were t red on trom 
DL W.t's po•it 1 at \fo~t<' 0 t•ho.k. 0·>1 v ou• Cl~ the da! ;;er that ,culd threaten from ether 
d r-Lllcns, M.Wh n·1ie\ rr► ::n were ordered t' l)Ccupv t'le eastern ar I <e,tral spurs of the 
nc , , a~ well :, ti·~ connec•mr addk ',etween tJ-e •wo pos hof'·. 

,lcfor •. lior was ff7Cl • 11: Bnt ,h c·pta,n we· vastly surprised to r<i.:e,ve" ·ne•·;e•1r.er 
fron <,,,. .:r 11 I>e \\l' wl:·> tor. a demard f-r his surr.nder. \1cWi'mn c curtly clcclined. 

l 1 >ek 10wn •o ht!'" his posi'l<>'l was sm rounded ard Bo~r rem•orceMrnts were on the 
w ~ with •• ·1rcc Krupp guu. Thr,,ughou• •J,. day de,ultnry firing to·>k p•·,.~ and when 
darKr ,s fell frur ol t 0f tw.Lv, Brifrh o'"f1cen h 1d hec. me casualtJ~-; two dead, two 
,;.;nou·I~ wou·1d~d Rifle hre wa< hea•d ir.tc7rr.,tte-tly throughm,t the night 

E ~rly next '110•11 'lg the Boer guns 1011ed m and by eight o'dol lc had lorced the 
su•render , f the Bn'" '1 mounted infantry .. l et.r t'l tile morning the rc,t of the defender< 
101,ted t 1c w.1iL llar [h,: •o a rni,understandmg a sec•1rm of the British <tarted finng again 
dllu •h Bt ,s retu•,ec. the f re. fhe con• 1sio!" was qm_kly wrted out and it fell to the 
unhapp~ lot ot lie 1cral Gat 1ue, albeit 111 his abser,· <", to hand over 4 70 pnsoners of war 
whc'l h,s lc ·,,-s u, killed ard wounded amount.ct to fort:,,-f,vt' only ten killed md 35 
wounded. 

It 1s doubtfu whether any other British commander would have fared better 111 the 
1rcurr.•t,nce·, tut tJ,e Boer victory at Mostertshoek placed the seal on Gatacrc's pr~v ous 

failur;; at ';'orirb::r;i. !le was r.:lirvec'. of his command end returned to EnglJnd. Help which 
W"s s.:r t •o C aptan \1cWhmme .:t Mo· tertsht,ek arrived too late, only in time to engage De 
Wet's rearg 1a•ct m a skirn1sh. 

DIE SLAG BY REDDERSBURG 
Hocwd die vcldsiar t v \fo. te 0 t<.1oek, Redde.;burr •'.c-., van bcperkte omv. n-. wis 

staan ~it m die teKen van gr >ot en bclar.Jrike gcteurc wit d1:hele karak•er van d ~ rw.ed~ 
Vryhe1d,cor' 'l.l s, u vera•1der 

l_ord Roberts b~~~t Bloe:n'"nten op I 3 1\1 ut l 9fl0, Hier be;:,lan h:,, 10u d. e oprr► u, 1 ~ 
Preto1:1a. Hy he•. tyd nr)d1g om •)- narte ·re t err.roepeer e:i veral om hulk te taat rus. Var 
daard1e relee·1th.:1d maa~ ook d,_ \irystaters ~e'>r 1ik. 

Dte dag !:-reek aan v1r g::·11 De Wet om hanc.clend op te t e0 Op Kroonst1d 1r• di:.­
Boerrk,1en beslwt om net sek-r~ k<;>r. rr :rdo's te gebrmk •>m Robcr•s se oprr:n, na dte 
Vaalriv,er te betw,s. ~he a1 dcr s.:l die Bntse verbmc nrst,m~, cntwnr en die V)' 'rd mvcel 
skade moonthk toed1en. \, a11daa t1 m reru >e W, t sc suksesvolk v~rrassinr•aa·iv I op 
Sannaspo,, 

Met hi~rd1c groot oorwi11ninr. agter die , ur soek dte ,redugte aa,1voerde• verdcre ~ IK­

se••c en ver~erc 1:mt. Sy kommard > s 1< nur c'i~ w1t die ontw• ,;tl:.;, nod vnoor,.:. k. Hy 
vcrtrek op n verkennmgstor lfl -Le r,.1t1r; va:. Dcw.-t•uorp e'1 vern.t n dat n aid In" 
scldit.: daa, aanrekcm het Rapportr}'cr, wore n ve!,kllle1d_ n"tirz, !'-stt-ur orr te r dd"t 
b1:1r.r.cr~ op strater-i-·;.:: plckk, saa·rr,k Ge·1l J B. We e,, ( C,. l-roncna~ en l .,. de 
Vtlher• kry .ipdragt ... I e,air.c •a' hu le met I 500 hurl -!s er i:1et dri. kmor r.c ,_ pruk. 

lnt,1s~e, het dk astra·lle .,,,rva van D. Wet cp Sarnaspos R<>bert~ i't:'ro· p on t• .. ~ . 
nader aan d11.: g..-vaarpuntc e'l die ~poorlyn. te bnng Ande, .fdcli-1•, , r-od,<> vir d•,• op,;;.· 
na die rnord.; en moet ,,ok sohnk op ge,k.ktc pl~kke t-ymek irk >m. l.l:. ~r 1, d:1; ~e iop 
tr0rpebcwegmg~ otr dop tc h•>l en te •~ 1•wrw. t < 

Die troepe wat op l Apnl I )!lO wt Srr1•ttk1d op D,wet,dorp aarzckorr h.:t, 1s dee 
van rcnl. C..~ta,re se martl' D1t 1s n dr eta! afdd1•1rs va1c d1~ Imh R11_, ender kJpt 'w. I 
McWhmnic n Patrolhe word d,c 1and uttrcs• 1ur en ,1" pad tu•,cn Dcwe•,dorp en B 'lcm 
fonte,n •e vcrkc·1, er t c cl1ar c,p die ratrc'he r,cvuur wo.rd st"'l McWhirm.:: Cat.i,re in 
ke'l.11• 

Dit is middernag vot<r Mc'wlurr. c telegrat cs ~ntwoord ontvar.z d1t h:r s:r trocpe r,_re J 
mart hou Clm op verdere nstruks1 .. , r.1 Reddersburg te vertrck Daaidie i~;tnk\ies kom dte 
volgcndc. dag. per bood,karper op I;-wctsdorp aa, dit 1s haltv,~, Ji. rr idd,:, en om v:,, fu ir 
vertrck die lnsh Rifles m g1etrno..: rcen. • 

Op 1 Apn, om r.eiie ~ur die mllre word daar raby Mostertsho:;k op f\1 Wh n·uc , . 
verkcnners gev1'.ur. De Wet 1s rt~ds m dte _bcste po•i~ic\ di:: vuur kon va 11 'n bergrur w,it die 
pad na Redde:,burg vc~sper. Die Imh Rifles, cn!)ewus v ,r, dte r,cvaar wat nit ·nder oord_ 
dre1g 1:-eset die;: ooste 1k .. en die sentrak u,itlor::r van die n ,1,, a~,,ok die ve•t-mdi 1g tus• , dtc 
tw .. , pos1~1es. Die kapte,n is verba~, om n boodsK •pper van rent De 'wet te t . , . t 
oorgawe e1s. Hy wys d1t heshs van die hand on v.r ... wa v 

Kr M:ar die Brritte 1s reeds omsinrrl en verderc Boer .. versterktrgs is op pad md dne 
upr an •1m.::. .:rn donkcr , v1~r 1.1t di · tw It Bt1t• ff . . b I 

gcdood en twee ernst,g gewond. C.rwmv;ur lean af en' t~ J~;~,d-~/~1~c~~ ;;h~r)r ,:;;d~ 
Vroeg die volgend.:: :nrirc bcnn du: Boer .. Kannnno ook . 

hercde infanterie gee reeds tee I agtuur l)Or e·i later-ct· . rrO ~an dt~ •tryd jeelneem I>1e 
die wit vlag. f\1oonthk as gevo)f van 'r m1sver,tmd b;~,n dre l-~ro <1,_1e-:;. er verdedt[.r~ 
bcantwoord die vuur. f\1aar dit was gou oor en dit we 1~ _r, ewe.rs tet en di' Boere 
krygsgevanr;enes aan die Boer-o af te staan (hicrd1c h,cr f: /1: lot v, m. Gat1cre on 4 70 
vcrli~s v.,n tien ge<neuweldc, en vyf en dcrtig gewondes. • Y af\l,CS!ghetd) v r die gennge 

b Dis twyfr!agthig of emgeen van d_1c ander Bntse- aa:wot.rdcrs m hicrdic oms I and•oh ·de 
eter sou gevaar ct. Maar d1t sit die see! op Gat r, , v . I .., -

teruggv,tuur na I ngcland. Hulp op pad na M ,~tertsh~e•k-,hct 't~c ~ s uk~~g e, hy word 
om met De Wet sc agterhoede m 'n skerrnutseling betrokkc te r;;:k aa aa,re m, n"t betvos 

 

 



 

 



LOUIS BOTHA 
Louis B >fr 1< op 27 Sept, nber 86:'. op ''l plaa 'labv Grevtown m 'fatal ge1lor__ va· 

S}' sewe:-de tot y twel' n twinti:,s• • J: 1r hy Vrystater die ,Jaaropvol ~e 1d, twee_• 1ar _is hy 
'n hurzt>• va I die !liuwe Repu!:liek 'Vrylte; I), ,n daarna Irar-v1ler. Dan sit hv di" see!,.-, 
hi.rd!_ kleurryke Lwt' rleur di- ,,r-t_ premier v r 'r vn, p•de Sud Afr-ka te w ird V66r 
hm:r hct net een r,e1:- ,re <;uic.1-A' k1'1er 'n tet,,kk1- • beklee w tr 1e• d1~ f • n er ·kap var '• 
ve c· ird- Suid '\ >'rika verg, yk ka·1 word, e daard1e m l1l het pre· s two:~ eet - v oeer 
,.el.we '\.1:-rahan v m Riebeeck aar d,- Kaap re~1-,·e wa;_r sy vader korinandeur wa 1e• 
goewerneur generaal van N. -lerla'l<.',- hd1L reword. 

l oUJs B-,tha se oupa Phihp Rud·>lph Bot la en sy vader wat ook 1,u1• reheet 
het owe! as sv oura aa·1 moederskart, Ger,.;t Rem1e var Roe yer, t, t al dn, ty B ed-
rivL: g_veg, Louts~~ nor was to_ rr u el 1aar cud 

De toekorr~ttge Et>rste \11ns•er van Suid-Afril<a was d1r 'lt:"ende v, r dertten k1m er, 
By Grevt wn groe1 hy saarr rr t die Zodoek·nders op en_praat a1e •,aa' van sv med.bees· 
w,._ "t-rtjit:s so peed as sy e1e. In I ll6 l •rek sy vader na die d1stnk \ rede n die \, rystaat. 
Kie n 'outs woo, plaa;skooltJ1e, t:,y e sy for!7dr skoolopleiding dm .. r altr aal! 1e•wat 
rn •. r a• tw,~ Jaar 

Toe hy negenhen 1: ·r c 1c was stuur sy r her, v1_ die wir t,r ne• die vee na lo o·­
and. D1t ge ,eur Jaar na _, u, er. i, : 884 b sor.:; dit hem 'n groct ..vc· :•mr 

In daard1e 1a.ir vlliJ Dir 1nlu, die Zodo:: troonopvolpcr. vir sy teen tand.r Usibep·1. 
Lu-as Me}'er e, antler tlan"'- t:, iere van die omgew rg Kl.S Diruz .1lu se kant en die Vry 
stater, lou1s Both ... , wat '!let w p., se vcc 1, Z ieloela· d 1s, s1u t ':Jy l 1cas Mey.:r a· r Huhe 
ve_siaan Vsibepu en plaas Dinuzulu op die troon. , >aarv, >r kry die bforke pla~r er huh.: 
sttg die 11,uwe Repul:-liek r., t \, rv'.:ic as 100Lt1d 

I c 11- Botha 1s d:_ v·i:lr•·tt·r va, die versk1,,,npe k Jn'ffi, 1es wat d, r _,,._ op nci.:t e•, 
uitdee' en saa n met twee rnder neet hv c'1r dorr Vr}'he1d >D. Ii}' voltom I •aak ir I ~>l4, 
trou m I )l86 me.de 1erse c m, Ann.- Emmett n vcsttg tom , > die r:1a-; W Lrv 11 wa• aa 1 
horn tolL, ,~ , JQ k•,c meter o· s v n \, rvt,id Hy word vdc'k J 1e· -11 toL die "< 1we 
Repu1:-liek dee! word van De Zuid \fnkaaY,hQ R ,ut'. .. k wcrd hv n d1~ v,rk1~ "I""' v 11 
1896 lid van dJt, Iranwaal,, vor·sraa<' Twee , le noet y,k,_·; wire. ,'1 daa· 1s vier 
kar lidate. Both kry selfs me r te,i nc as J,_ invlocdrvk, 1 uc s Mev,r, 1 ~ a~ dr 
sul<se'Volle kardidaat. Hy 1 slegs 14 1aar oud 

<;o 'n suksesvolle bo:.-r is BL,t'la dat hy t •• 1 die tvc toe d.: IweeG, Vry he dsoorlor 
n 11\99 uittreek, 4 000 skape 1:-esit l:- _nrwer, 60( bec;te en I "0 perdrr:1err es. Ver ·e1e 

stoetra1Trre en 'r voltloedperd 1s uit die buiLh.rd m<;evo -

To~ d .. oorlog uittreek 1s Bot! a scnc _r f'lihtl're ra~, naar rer,. tu, ; Mey<'• Qb·u1, 
horn as •y rr litere raad! ew,r. Midde n die slag by Lady m th 1an d1<.' \1odderspn:1 kry 
Mey ,r w e se ge,ondheic. swak was, 'n n ,tortmg, er <.'1e bev, gaan op Lo:11; Bott oor. Hy 
hantee• d._ slar so '>ehe 1d1r; dat hy 1s gereraa' ~mgc,·et word 

Met l·r-dt.-gerl. Pie• Jc utJ-rt bv to·n 1-1 loth 'r v •ker nmzstor tot chg b~ p;,L • 
nari'7'lu•,. Ook W11ston ( ·1ur 111 I val 1r sv t ndc 

foubert se gesondheid ree m c·1 1, u1 Botha ncer 1 waar 1, b-vc~ u.•·,t,r uan d c Natal•e 
front. In daard1e hoedaniph_id h-'!err hy d , s'ae aan \lie Tugela, CoL, o Spioenkop 
\ aalkrans Pietershoor,te er.,. Yoe Piet Joubrrt n Maart 1900 sterf, word Botha ·1gerl':-de 
konmandar t-reneraal var de Ir·r.vaa's,._ w._;:ite. Hy 1:- y dit tot d• vrcdr var \, er~Ln'J nr 
op31Meil9f2. 

L.o m Botha was 'n gehore krygsn:..n met 'r v _iorl cfde VII 'n i;root opsct SOL; aan he 
rurel~ en l:-y Dal nanutha. Tytler, d1e sorenrnrnc_ ru •nl 1 oor ,avocring hct 'YI ut s!t.'~ds 
na die Jr'"OOt stellingoorlog met maneuver en teenlT' neuv,r r,ehunker. Daann washy fr1t 1k 
emr o'1d,r die Boeregeneraals, va, wie die beroemdes sulke u trru,tendc gucrnllav ... Jt,.rs 
was <;y hantenng van du, rebelhc va'I I 9' 4, wat die n;hte ·e sy retrd, ,n sv mte-s ve·­
nuf.?-.e Duitswe vek to; i tu ; , v.,neers dic.·rv m 

Botha !le: 'n w >rd ike 1:-eheer c r mense r; 'lad f)aar Iir• 'n magtlpe •nvloed v-:m horn 
uitgegaan waar hy van aarJes1g tot aanie·1g i'l tve var kr1S1; ITC! sy volr;cl•ngc te doln g,kry 
11rt , Fk wcrk met sake; ien,. Botha werk met m.nse", 11e• Jan S1Tuts op 'n l<eer g~," 

Bof1a se laaste groat avontuur is die ondertekenmg name 1s Suid-Afrika van die Ver· 
drag var Versai'ks 11 19' 9 nadat hy, die man uit die plaasskooltj1e,, die vertee 1woc·d1ge­
van die vo'ke·e oc• die vLTdrag to;:zesprrc-k het. In da.crdie toespraak bekle--ntoon 11y dat 
ook hy d1t t:, tterheid var 'r nedcrl;:_; ken en dus weet ho( d·:: Du;tse ondert::ke'llaars or 
ctaa·d1e comb ik voe! N .. sy meni 1g was die vred,woorwaarde te strerJ ,n kon dit allecn 
tot 1 verdere oor,.: z lei 

I cen die wil van 'n aansie 11ike dee, van ry volk teken Both nor.tam d v,rd a!_' Hv 
I! e-n dat dit nodig i, om o:;uici-Afrik 1 op dit wy~~ VII die ee·stc keer m die r}' var die vc lknc 
te bri•1g. 

Die t,c,,wagtertjie uit Zo.'~elanc ·set~ 1wels tevind horn nou tr die we•eld s~ hoor,te 
r,esel•kap. Pres1es twee rr 1ande en een dag voor sy skielike dood 1r P, etoria, teken hy_ Y 
naam onder d e vrrdrag h die G2la,? do Glac s, die sr· __ s:..al var die P'lle1s van Versa1l ,,. 

LOUIS BOTHA 
1 ·11 Both! • t •7171 "Jata.,on 1furr r 4 Hrh.,1'\Vn 01 ~711 <;~rt-mbe,, '!.<62. 

H1 pra dfa•'ler Philip Rudolpi' Bothi, nd h fither ' ncr, d 1 0·1, , we-II,~ h 
r,r_nd a J- _r '1 tr c'1s'a f 'le! (,c, t Reine, vn Roo}'en , II fc urht at Blood Rive· L ou1 
senor was t'1c!" or y dev n 

Ite •u•ur. P r- _ \-hn •er ot ti' l 1: 1 of 'outh Afnc "'", •J- 'lln \ ,,f th r eer 
, hldr.:r \t Gr, t ,w 1 t. t,r v. ur v1•a L· I, ctild ,· .rd ould spea: t,. la. 1.1 f •J-. 
vou• ?u t ·1erc t v rn• lcPth 1 ' • '"' 1 l 1 I Rli9 1 f th rr he.' •o •t \ n,. 
,l•·tnct ,, ti•, n __ V: t. \ou·1r. Lou, ·1lv •ud " l;ttlc n • t 1: • t"' ve.r· f mi 
s, ·10c u O t smal ta n ,hoots 

le I verl m tt e 'r ,;;•ate 1r ti! h , twc" t~ sec one >• u, •t n t-~c rr. , ,i• z,:-, of the 
Jl.,v. Re'lL'" 1Vrvr ic.ll, 1'1c nally t a'lle a Tri:'lsv l 1)UPher 

At th~ a.,,. of m .. t-.n 11; f th. ,,._ '1t 111rr 1r , ha e o• ur h,.~.., •o l 111la 1c for t 
W!'l c-r • a• n;, r 1i was •cpc· t:cc 11 1c , s1v~ v.:· rs 11c n Pn:<~ Ld t, enc J'. 0U1s Betha s 
p:reat act\ n• res 

In ti-at vear D'nuzulu, the 1c-.ssor to t 1c zu· 1 hone !led liefer,._ .. 1dv,rsarv, 
Lsibe;,u I uca \1e}'er L!"d oth_r whit. fan 1er t ok tht side ,f Dmuwlu m t 1e result f"' 
,+ Uf k tor the Zulu trrone Th. Frei. 5tate , Lau., B ,t'I n Zulu!, nd with h • •·a·her • 
stick, jo:'1ed l u_ 1\1,v w~o wi•r his "ol' )W1.. ~. <.',f, 1t,d l sib p er·! pla,ed T)m• ,ulu 
o.' the thro!__ I or • 1 ; su >p1c t D1 1uzulu cwar kc •t wh1 e ncr wit gifts cf farns a 1d 
they rstabli· _ 1 th "Jcv. R p 1bh<, w•t'1 \ n hr d t'1c a pit 1 •. 

louis Bona wa• 'laL"'llan of' 1r var•o•, comn·1s. 10n wh. h surveyed, I' I allot•ed the 
I un: , nd with two other, h surv :yec .: .. tov. 1 of\, rv 1cid. H, comp ded the t ;k ir • !.<l\4 
anc. settle< on t II' 'a n Wat<rva 19 ki!or .. tr,~ ,1 t of Vrvt.ic', v.1 ,'I hac' h n llo tee t'l 
hu, H- rr irriec.l ar IP h •irl, tu nu: E n ntc'tt, •n I >l86 

He bec~me ·1 1 c.l , 0r t nrl w~ en the 1\,jcv. Rcpu ,1 , was ncorporated 11 the Zuid 
A'rikaar he Rc,Jt t liek, h_ l:-t' a'lll- a mer ber cf fie fr. r. vaa \, olk mad 1r •t, dee ,.. ot 
'8Qf, ,wo r1er.-ter, 1ac" tc iK clc,Ld 'rJm hs ci·tnd anc cut of tt_ lour crndida <.'S 
B itt received mo c vot-, thar eve~ the it 11ucntr I 'uca, Mcver t 1c othe sue,, • 1I 
rnrd;da'e 

:.ou s Bet ia was ti' n \4 vc· r old 
He wa 1ci' st c- ru f rr: r •I" it wr_n the A,glo-Bc W 1• br kc out m 11-!9 l he 

iw•,.d 4 000 ,hee~, 6( l cat• • and JC I) • iarc ~cveral stud rim ard a tr, ou _1'lr d ho . 
!tad t 71 mpor•rd t on ov r;e . 

>\tti'e utbr.·k,,fth warlou1 13o"t 1-.ln·>o" I ani'undlu 1 I\Lvcru cdh1m 
, , his n1 1tary ac'Vl c D r•n" th! h; t•lc l f I dys'll·th, ,1t M >dd,· -~1u1t, l u, , ~1,ve,, 
wh tr· Ith wa• n 1•fc:-e 1t 11ad. tr_1kdown mo LI r !rd on h, <OITI! nd t Botha 
So 1cc_~sft lly did he t "I\ th 4 tattle t t t, wa r >oirtc I 1 cn,.ral 

Alr 1r l ou , Boti' 1's I! ry r 1i'1tarv xoloits w·, •r re nra·~sar cc rad 1e .ti, , 
cc'Tlpar1LI t-v ( on- 1andan• t,_nl' ·a; F d Jo 1bcr• 'lrar t F' t.rrr n 1bu-r Wm t 
l 1u h I, to,, fcll 1'1 oh• 11a d,. 

Whe, < orrmandart C,e!" _ral J u')ert' I"_. ltr f ilec. • rd h. w.•td cw fr m t 1r , rr 
pa1rr, t ou, Both 1 w - app(,.nted commander f the ~ Jt 1 front 'k ' cl •' _ Boer '>r,c 
with di ,ttr t1cn 17 •r 1:-att - , • •te r, rda ( olt.' ,so, Sp ~;:'1k lp, \, la kr l IS a 1d p t r;-
1002•e. 

0, Pit Joutc t's dcat1 11 M r.h, 1900 lou:, Both1 >ccm._ Adi (or rr«ndart 
General of tt,, Ir r vaa' fL <CS H 11eld h1~ tc p,ia'lc u 1•1 the c~ I of 'I_ war ar d th!.' 
sr r lr" of th, Pcac. Ir_ tv H Vc-cc· irng on l !st M :I l 90~. 

1 ~ ns Botha \V 1, l t oru sold1u w th l p· edilctt1c n I >r t IC bi c c..:a ,, 1 r 1ct as at th 
r~.h. 1 1d Dalman 1th Dur r z the two vears ot ru rril' 1 w irl r_ r ii ,, • tnc al d 
Pret, a to l orel Robert, •n •ur , 190(1 drsp1tc I i _ _ ;s 1 1 r,t cm! :c 1eral ilotl• l 

ta 1ke e I for the ,. t pecc Litt .. , ol pos1 l 1al wa fi ,._ w1tJ• 1t, 1: n<>cuvr n, cc 1r t~r 
man ,cuvr Ir tt i• re,r 4 < t 1-\c w umquc a not\' th- Boer prr .r I• w wsc cde'ir tcd r1ih•ary 
leac..r, fared so ut•ta 1dirg1y wc'I , rue r Ila .,.1tc•• Both i's ha'1dll I) ,f I 1e mih•ar}' 
ore•1t 1. 1'1 the 1914 RcLlhor' a d 1, u•stand1r ~tr...·.• 1c plarn ni:: or t' t: •• ..:.:-_ sfl: 
,·amp1gn m G rman <;0·1t'1 Wr t Afnca 1'1 191" _ I, o 1K r witne - tc his •1atu; 1, t 1r 1r this 
rc,,arc' 

Bo•t _ 1ad r,markable ccntrol over reop:,. He c. xuded a p wrrful mflt ence ivn his 
follc•wers •n '1 ncs of ,m· •. "I deal with affa rs Grnrral B=ltl deal; wi•h peorle ' Jm 
<;nut· 1 d -~ o.:-c·~1c n 

0'1 th, f ,:rn:11 ·1 of tit<' l h1or ) ~C" I Afr,_ l or 1 I st M V l 'll r. (,er t:r· I l )UVi 
Tloth 1 1:-e an~ •he 'Ir ·t Pn ne M1r1s•e• o 11:' un t d, untry 

B fc rr r,1,i > 1ly one o her t, r 1 ~, , t A' ,_ m r, .,e tc 1 (' > it ion n-,. rat le with ti-_ 
pr,m:.rsh1p whl< '1 Bo I- hac tt ir d That ma'1 hv, I tWL • e 1tt nes liekr~ 1 m He w· 
Alir ha--n v m Riel:-ee,k, ':Jorn t •t.- C1pc w'Jrre '.11, fati'_r was onr1ardcr, nd wh0 be, rr _ 
Gov,rnor C,,neral f Dut ·h I a. l:1dia 

Gene a, ~ ou • B'lti'~'s •, ,t gr,_ t • h _vc ne t was at the Pc·ce ( on c•e;,_, n 191 l t 
the sitiri';, t'f the Ir,· tv ,,t \-1.r,ail _, whcr •orr ,.Iv c ,r ludec t 1c hrst W ,. I W r whc 1 
he, •t ma, rrorr the lit'lc ar1 sc!'ool,, th~ ht•· '1erc' boy fr ·n t 1e til' cf 2'llula id 
iddr.,3,d t 1c rcpr, ,_ntattv_, , r the r eat ;>ow,rs ar d warnec. 11',m I the har .. ,,. ,sol t 1; 
treatv t 1ey were rrp >smg o• c L tcd G rrran:-,,. 

Ir his spcc,h n. 8tressed that 11<, 100, •·r._w th b1•tr 1css of di.feat arJ thu• k,ev. 'low 
the Gerrnr.r, sirratvu-, f, t at that nor 1u t Ir h C'"ll nor, th_ , >r J1t10r.· r the trcatv 
wek oc sLver. nd coi. d cnlv -·id t 1 furtr r war. 

De pite 'u- persora' fcelmgs, rd cl!:" int the wish-, iF 1 cor>1c!.nbl~ s1.:d10<1 of Iw 
own prople, 1 ou1 Both r:.ve-t 1elc- '>reed t.J t 1e Lrn', of ti. t•ca•y E ~a•'. y two 11onth­
and cne day 'lrfor.: •w sudden death m Pr~tona he s1rr,d ti r n, to t. Treaty l'I 
Versailles on bcr II o~ !li; ,our try, w tr th c0nv1c t. 1 t 1a b> o doir" the l m, '1 iF South 
A•· .. 1, aincd admitta'lce to the com It}' of 1, t1or . 

 

 



 

 



HERMANUS JACOB COSTER 
~ utnal't •1r LI ros!~r 1hJCiec. h '"•tk >n 'htO n·1~r 1~99,a Ela ~·laarte 

as 1 •n~·n ,er ot the Hr . .la::'de: {,orr·,, w , assurec of h1 • p.. e of J- 10ur or tr ti,~ pc I! t1 1; s 
o• t .~ fr r ;v 1 1a Ih 0 atr. 1r P >ttr <Jar I fir '1· s <l~· th , a ,, d .r 

•l r, •· a \H 3 thv D ltd fl,rilv 1 1 tt ,i' y of 4. k naar n the Jl.,tht I'd I F th 
h 1 ., I '65, H~rr ll' r ost.r ol:-ta•nec h • doctorate •n law at t 1e • Jn'vc· 1ty of Le -Jc· m 
l!l90. A 1 ri:;J-t •t turc- was a~·urf'a tor hn in Arnte da~ tut the ca Io• the '-outh A•~11:·n 
F,p I.I: lie ,lr.:w h n t. Pre' >Pa wnere '1.t." w , c,l .:d to •t.: Bar 11 891 Whe I Fwald I ,set 1 
r:~.:,n· I a, State,\_ •o•r .v I' !81'- Hc-na'l <'oster <urceeded 'r-n 

'le a,h :vc I ar irt matlcna rr)Ut •wr fo• th ·" r• h. p' vrd, ;··_•e Attor11ry 11 
Pr~ :-Irr t l(n ga'• <; v("'lmert for his actnn ar,ai'l~t tne l tla .:.rs n oha 1r ~t I? wh,, 
t >ok part 11 ti.:-- Jan~rnn Paid 

\Vt., m I Sl'i 7 Joserh ( hambei air protest,d a<>a'nst 1 law , , f >TC\, 1er• ·nd Prrs de 1• 
Kru;~r y1· ded (\:sLr re~:z 1ec.' , ; ate Attorney a,t re~ 1ncd his pract cc, t t 1e B,r. '\fter 
hh r tu•, to p· vat~ practice he was a wer known lawyer on the Wi•·wate;sr nd fl. was 
succeeded as< tat. A •toi..:;y t v Advoc at;: I.C. '-m1..ts 

In I 1199 Dr. l\ ,ter was o,,, of the founde•s , f the Ho·la· c! • ( orps rai,ed tor ,_rvtc: 
with th~ Bo0 r f cc-s Given the tank of 'icut..:nan• hts mihta·y ca·eer ,'IG..:d with n s i;"• th i·1 
b:.' k it E nc:laa<;:: shortly 1ft~T '.~ e outtreak o.- th: war 

I 1 tis booK Zc, 1>u1and"ri b11 it , u,Nria,•du'r "11. l H ''11evr 0 f ,ial •1utonan t f ti:. 
Zuid A· kaa 1scr _ Rt:j:'u"ll .k . vs ,if Dr ( o\!er "The tcs th. r >'>k't, t'w most talcn.:c 
and•: e n0st t'lfi•i;ctta~le ':la'1 wt-o c! .. I 1t flmd~laa;;tr was )r C >stn,, 1.ol nder 1>)' 
birtl- . " fl" rutnc, a ,, ex".lr,~sed his,, 1V1ctm·1 that th ~ 'rC'UI • I 1wye. wou d Iv. L 'l 1r 
rev~r~d !lle-n !') •• 'l lS pur patriotrn nd t 01' mrahlc tlc· i)-

'\ !-i.:rr. r ( o. ·e f 1 1c. was c·tabl ,hed m I <lOJ t , onnenorate h.s a·. f1cc c Jr !11·s 
d >pLd rnt•·1• 'Y. II:. furd w f, • th~ ber.:fz o' 'iouth Afnca 1 ~I 1dent< who wi,!.!:d t 

stt dy n fl >I rd nd vi, c Vt! a -\ pLque n '1?, h 'nou w.s unveiled 1r 1901 nth. npe· 
, _ 1r i.- the l r zv :r~itv , Lc1<'. n Tr, i 1SCript n r, 1d : • fl, wor,·,d and died f r th..o r --n, 
cf tr: N~ti'erlard; ·nd f, r tr. r;.: oc. oft I n w fa thcrla,d ' 

-\ t 1,• ,f I>r ( o. ·r-· by '\•1to· var Wouw, doratcd h t:.~ He•rran Coster Fu I'd ha~ 1"~ 
~ .J •n the P, ;~ . ,, • Ju Uc.: 1r Pre:ona A no·mmr 1• su iscrited for and er·· l,d at 
1 la 1d ;·t, bv t 1c 0"1• , ra~ vc•c a,: of t'lc H-ilL r.der ( orp, cc-n rr. r _ •1t , •·1c c'r· tr; 
f th_ r corri1:: wl .r t .. ,)' w,re Ki lee. 1 act on 

Dr C' >•'r· w1s reb uied 1 1 +)•, ,)d le ,e•rr) 1 1 Pr.I_ ric ;;: " Qt}- D1:,dT t e· I lf I; h 
h•1• .r', I Qe '1 the ( orr rr m,1;, t (, ,n I of t•1t 'i, ut 1 ,\fncar rkfrr _ I om: Gl"ter 11 RC 
hens• au 1v,1- I a rlL 'l I? 1ert a the -rave ir t 1s ho.i•_ u, 

HERMANUS JACOB COSTER 
L •Jit dr. H J. Coster v. • as lia var dJC 1-1 >l ·ndc•i· rps, p 2 Oktobcr l 89Q by E. rds 

laa1''e 1,·;r~ Iw.:l t :• 1 op io Tun c L8f S m dJC s•ac' '\IJ<r.c·r, "lederland, gebcire. Hy 
promov .-:r as dok tor n d e r,,:t. nn die l n ,r,1 eit v m l t:idcr n 1890 Van 1891 pral-tl 
<:er J-~ cs advokaa 1r Prdcri! ,: 'ex: 1 w1k ~•,:;le!' 11 89~ as •.•a: ~<prok•.reur bcdank. vol£; 
rv tom ';:> r., 1• sY optrede L n die Johan 1esbu gs, uitlar ie-, w t aar di. Jim~ mmnva't 
c.ee' •ene.rr t e~, r k '1:,, w!reldbek .. nd. 

- In Pl l7 p·ot.~•;;er J ,·eph Cha·nberla n teen 'r. ,•,et p vr;:cmdelmge, en toe prd. 
Kru, r •o:...· !~ t:..dr k ( ,s•et ~, <laat<prok rcur C"l praktlseer \her aar die bal.~. 

Dr (\:•.t T 1· ee: v n •l,e- sti;,te~• van die Ho! mderkc ps m September 1~9g 1-ly w0•d 
'I' I ill''lar tr , 1euw~ m h~ sla.r; v !'1 E h.,d· t~ 

A•, revolg vm ~, roe·n•v1·.c C!,od l> daa. n '9,J! 'n Hcrnal' Costerfond; ce·tig VIC 
stude:-t: Ul• 'iuid A'nka w.,t m Ncdc! ,n I <tuc'c'.r et orr ·ekeerd. 'r Gedenkplaat kr ere vari 
IJ.,1r 1· 1, '>k 1·1 die t innrplein ,an die l 'riversit-tt van Le de 1 aangebnrJ en h 90 • 1r thu 
[le H 'P <t 1an 0:1 ler neer die volge!'de W0·Lde , ly t. t vu die ~cder andse naarr. e! VIC die 
11ei val' w ruw..: nde•l'nd yewerk t I rcs•erf'. 

Sc ook staa,1 d1a, •., hcrsba,•1 I c~u• 4.nt n vm \\ouw I die PaL:, van Ju• ,1e i 1 
Pre ona I>ic 1,orsL d 1s ewe: eer, 'n g.:,kenk va·1 (1e Hc .. .,,a, r osterfonds. Enda 1ksy d1e 
vwc v· I' c;1e Ned..:rland e oud•<trvcl~rs stan daar 'r. n0·1um~rt tcr g:dagte·u an die 
r~ ICUW Ide lee!: var d1:.. 'I il.r. lerkorp~ c-p EL.! d . 'Jt,. 

I) t It clu·; v, . d•e l'a1 -1 •lat: 1;t. ctr. ( nt,r sr i:: .k zeuy hct cpd,.: tel ,kilderye val' 
·Ii• I, 1t,r fnr va11a ,n Rott,rd1m. 

O;, 9 Drsc:1t ,r I 961 1• dr Coster HI die ot l·erkhof n Prct,1~,· herbegraw: waar gen) 
R ( H,:rr ,•ra 1',.,n:nanclant•Genc•11I v m d1: weermar, h l 96~ 'n yra•·rnonum~•1t t-r ere 
var h,,,, ,,n:t:ul t C' 

Dr r ostcr kom u't '1 wel;scStclde famil. Ir 1'1,d ·r: nd e· m Am;terdam w.:s daar v1r 
I. n ··1 u t,tcl,,,.ndc t ckom 1, rel",yeiecnlL Hy was c~t r v1>hc slote C''ll •v lot by d _ 
Z I'. l-Afnkaar·,.he Rcru':llick 1n te w~rp .. ,~ di: tcr11 h .. t hy d11 mocilik revinc: om 'n 
1X;,t-,.,n tc naak en mo .. s hv l)y 'r,, Pret,,na;c p, okur .. ur•funa Ii d1cns tree vnorctlt hv as 
•aalsprok ucur ,ang:estcl 1s. ~.1 sy Irr ,.,keer tot die taiie was hy alzrmee,1 aan die Wit­

w;ri cr'ra,1cl ,., rl'g<geh ·'r,!e r.ekend. Adv. Tari S:nut; het ho;.1 as •taa ,~prokurcur opgevo ,g. 
\, ;I! dr ( oster ,! 1'11co Hofm,H, ampt, 11k~ /'(,k1c:hkrywe: van d,~ 7t·id-Afrikaar: ,hr 

R•·pu'il.,k 1· s,. Z, 1"11Ju1.tm b1J •ic comn.'Jndo', ,,Die h .. :tc, d1r cdel tc, diet ,lertv .. ,st, 
lw ,>w rrL.thk. 'c , ·t.r van alnca'. wat •e Fla~ c ·, t~ f!C" .uv.d het ,, dr. (, ,t,r 
'II, krla 1t r" n ,'C'Je;, ·t ' \,..rJe, sr:eri. oe 11.r}'wcr <v ,,ortu1p1·11• •ut Gll hrrcir JC'np. 
•ev•i•cJcrrde je· r ,} re 1ne p~tno11 ll'e r ' dderl ke c '<ll II' eervol.. L·edartcm~ sal blv 
Vo·,. tk:..f 
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JOHANNES HERMANUS MICHIEL KOCK 
0'1c cf t 1e B_er hero'- of the Bat.:.: ot Elandslaagte Ge:ncral •. H.\f. Ko<.k wh > t I 

r.-o-tally wo;.,ded that rr m evcnmc ot .. 1st Octot .r, 1899, was the sor, of ( onnarda,• 
fa,, 11..•>ck, •- ~ •• rv k· d • f tJ,~ Voe rtr.kkers in the fran•-Orarjc. 

S 1rpri ir" v, Gereral Kock did not origi'late fr.:, the old t~pe KoLk flm!l .. ,. In f ... t, 
h1 Holla! d_ • ( orrs who fou[:'lt under hun at E la,c laar•e, were me re closely related to h1n 
tha1 wer. the burrhen of the I ranv- ll. His rrardfithe , ilso Jo.ia 1r:;· Herman,- M1..:hiel, 
came from the . 'e:thr- :.rnds frc m Oldenzaal Fl t 1e provmc, ot O,.,·.-rj<el 

Irr proECI! td cf th_ younL ~st t-r_nc of the K_ck fam•lic: u. S,mtt A'nca, unv.:d 11 
Cape Tcw'l at tlie begi!'n nc of the 19th centu:v. On 3rd Ja-iuary, llll3, he married \n,;" 
Ro ma ~ ,nmen, daurJt•::-r cf Frarz lilrrcr <;omrr..r •ron Be rm "lorwav. Ihe latter 
se: vec' wit"1 •he Outct Ea~ 1'1dia Cc'llpay as a'1 a•< ~tart surJeor ard he ah,, r atlls,d t 
<;wet' ,c~ir. 

The entrv m the '>aptismal r •• - ,ter of the coupk s L df'st ,hild, Joha'1n.s Hen(dJncu, 
Lambertus lat_r ( onr- !!da 1t Jar Kock, born 28th October, • 81.l, is 1r the hanc w••ti•., of 
J,r (,r 1ff Ric' ne• pa ,h sen ~e. wt> rL. ,trr.-c ·t. •ani'y name_, Kck ' In I;: er t-apfl rral 

entrLs 1t 1s, hO\;,ver, <..>r istently spelt "Keck". 
J >1annes Hendricu1 L l!'t .rtus rrarried E hje ~!-gda .na 'imit and on the 20th Arril, 

!.!~'- ~he} v•o;__ 1ht the child des •ned to vecome;; r,enera, to be 1iaptised i 1 the church t 
Gr11 f Reinet. r 1err so1 was L·'1 on I •t March, 18~5, ard wi'h tt. tr n.ripttor frorr 
or. re::,ist.r to rnott.r ·t. name "Michie!" war iradvertertli orritted. lven i 1 t 1e onz na 
regis!~r the I! l'lle \1ichiel w:, clearlv onl}' added a•terw1rds bv the --ribe. 

It 1s po" 'lie t 1at the boy fougJ,t under h , father at Boo'llplaat• at the age of thirteen, 
as t as !leer claimed. 

Genera, Kock had a 1 irt.rc.tmg backgroun I B.for,. tis rlec• o, to the fr nsvaal 
Vol ·sraad lor tJ-= 01. t d I)' P·,tllte•s.•oom, he was fiek c>•'let ard ., bsequertly 1 

1a 1d I ost o• t'.-'_• d1 trict. He took part il' alriost al, the wus of his tine aramst the Ba tt 
tr be, 1r tJ-. i"lterior and he also se:rved •n the 11, t Anglo-Bee W~• 

In lllg I t~ t .can:: a menb.r cf th_ F1<e 1_ ve C'ou•1cil >f the Repuvlk and • lso tJ-. 
• ouncil's secretary. On the outbreak oft 1e 'ie,c 1d AnyJo- Boe, \Vu n 11;g9 he w , apporn 
ted y corr tat general c', t 1e "fatal t! mt 

It was decided by th: .. 0urcil lf war at )Ii_ we~ ,tie 1r Natal - n Oct bcr Io that General 
Kock, wi:1 the lo! anm:stury Comn .. ,do and the llitlan ler 1Fc, •. ~) Corps servmr with 
tr - Boer fore,,, •!-ou d occupy •t. Bi"!_'a s':lerg p~,,. In t-11s wa} 1e would be in a ro. ·11on 
to disrupt fie r ilwav hre ':letwc_n D J'ldee and Ladysm th a·1d • ·1Id simultaneousl'; re· 
w'lnoitre the rout.s for other commandos nc vmg tow rd, tt. I ont 

8"; takin,, u:, ht, pc si11or , far south as fla,d ,ka t., Ge·1eral K lck did rot ovey ti· 
orde s. He lost t0uch with other ,omMandos m the are-a ard 'iad r > support r:. fc• c-s t, 
ccver htm 1 1 t 1e case o• a wit 1dr wal 

A, It wa,, Ge'leral K0ck was 'aced wit11 ar ovc•whelmmg 1tt ... k m the ta•e a•t.rnoon 
of Octol-e• 21, and after putting up 1 gallant e-s ,lance w', ov .. rru, by t 1e Bri• ,h. Genrral 
l(ock was rrortally w.: urded i1 th. ac • ~ 1 md fl.'l ir to tis c-r .rry\ ha! d,. f'le Brit ·n 
com'11ander pe nitted h , wife a'ld y nur c 1 \11°· A.nme Rothma•1r, as well ,. Jur adj•1da 11 
to ri. ,. tin. D.,p t 'I the• end~~ vcu1 Ger_· al Koc" dice'. 1, I dv~ 'litlt , 1 ; ', ULt '"~r 
1i;9g_ 

General ';1r Geor[e \\,lntc rave p.m w. ,,, 'or General K CK'• hody t > he transp, rtcd 
t~ P1 cto:- a wt .re he was burietl with fu!I '1flitary honours 

The tcwnship Kocksoorc:I, pr_ ,ent y part of the Randfonte- n Munkipalit}, w s r amed 
1ft.r C,ener_l K ck •n August l ll9o. 

JOHANNES HERMANUS MICHIEL KOCK 
C,.n. J.1\1. Ko,k ,.1 •I 1r v_'l krrlt Jmk.,X!.,thcvmJr' __ rvard.~\.o,r 

tr .. kkcr' 1n 010 fr r ,-0 a 11e \, ,rras~, 1d ts J1e t tt dat hy r' 1d me u1• d,. ot. II.. 1pse f IT il _, 
Ko, k st r, m fr> _r,, s:r Hol"1rn ... rkLros wat tv Hind ·1agt. o 1ci·r hoTI rev, J, t, w~, 
hvr._ nac:'.r aar 1cm verwa'1 .s sd'c cic ou la1ovucc!S va1 Trarn~ I. <;v otra >ok 
fot ar ncs Ht na 1u \hchirl k, n d1r.k uit 1'1.der. nd e 1 we! var Oldenzaal •n dtc p ovm~1e 
C>v,n ,. . 

H1erc IL sta•nv ,.:!_r va'1 ,I . JOr, t, pru t va 1 c 1c fl'll l!_ Ko, k m ~u d ·\frik 1 k 1-1 ce·, 
1and1~t:;.-. 1va1c1e'lr rt1rrl' 11r Kr pt I an.Op ~ •• ·ua .. Ill l rouhy1T .. t A·r 1 
Ro,1r: 1 <;01T 71 rs, u .,::tc va· f •a·v hi· 1 _ 1 <:. >nnc~s mt Berre, , 'II orwee. I nl)C'l! d 
hr: d _ f .0 .. K a" ond. • - 1 u .-.vr r~dicr er w , ook r-nec- J,c_r or Swellrndam ~ 

B~ ~1e do, phskr}Wt :; va, I • •c 'lf' , paar sc c~•,t~ l·hd, loJ, m 1e 1--irr (d' 1cus 
ant.rtt , d.::- late: e r;-idt. la 1 11..o,k, r,.t >re 2f< Oktct-er 81, staan die vader se amilie 

r aa• 1 m ,I - ha 1c krif var c 1e Gr ff k<.me t,, skrib., as Kok' Bv I: •cre do:Jpi skr:,,wir , n 
<! t C'f'. _r c.!•.:ur. 1a 1•, Kock 

Jvad 1es 1--k 1drici:,-; I ar 1bcrti. trou me• E ·::- \fagd ·!er 1 <;!'1;t en op 20 Ai;: ii 'l< l'­
'mr h i'lt d1 k1r I,_ wa. '>c cri ,, O'l' ,'ne-aal tc wcrd m d,. kerr op l, aa•T-Renet te 1 
dl >p. I) - kmc 1 ,::, 11 1aa t l ll ~~ e:~ ore en t v ue oor krv w1r.,, va'1 r::-r r_J1ster na die 
al! k IS 01° I( IT , 1 ... h .I ' r _ r l: m w " t sc1•, m h~ " wpronkhke IS di' duid_lik 
c._ IT I~ kn'>~ agterra rs )\' cvoer.. 

Dtt ' t.,_ rn •orthK c it die "u op ctert1enJar ;:~ letft\'d onder ,y vac _r '>:r Boorrp 1ats 
r-ver 11e-t SOOS ['C' Cf. I hC'Wf' word 

[; I. ~r r· sk1.:c..n v m d • 1rr ial 1s \ rte: ·,nd Ve ~ v.rkIL ,11r to' he v r c.1 1c 
Volksr d v1 a1 d ,tn f o•cl , Is'• oorr, wa, hy vcldkornd c·1 verve .ns I ',ddrcs va'1 
daa·d1c dis ri'· !Iv h t ook aa I ran.: 10 J a d _ '11'1r ck rd ·c oorlo k"'l Ra•ltoc,tamrr. 
drC'lne~ m sc-wel as aan d11,,, f c st.. \In he dsoorlor In Pl9 l word hy lid van die l 1tvo.• _ '1-
de Raad va I dte R pun' ck n notL!;:h, 1er v.ir d,~ ~z d Bv die uitbreek VJn d1~ fwccdc 
\, rv ·1cidsoorlot b1c-c hv weer v d1cr ·t:: :in rr word as v f'"'' nt' aa' na c 1e 'IIJta , front 

C' ' 11 r. 

Du.' kn 1 1d t.~u top'(:- Oktc·>cr c "lewcas _ ,lat rcrl. K,>c1< rr..t v nag vm 
loha 1r ,bur ·r. e· uitla 1C! rk 1pst c ie r,,, op l. r ' ,t _ 'n·Jet be•e· S, do nc, al hv die 
po, nv,'.'Ve ':H 1d1 • It ;scr l>undc-c-" 1 L dv• n tJ, k .'1 0·1twr / er o IC tcr dtd~rt} d dte roe:te 

var die a~d k >· 1r • r I>'< k rn vc:-rke•. 
'),, V::!!. rd C t di<: J'"•·· I rletr O V r 111.l .is I lard• -_1 IT" I, t~ a,.rr, '!Orr. 

It a, r. s~ , rdrar .-.c• 1 1e '1 Hv het daa dcur vo.lI'lg me+ dw arde ko, ,ar d·> s v rlol r 
e~ 11 If ~ ', 1 ee, or de ,t 1 , rdc r- a n 1 te· ir'or, rnd·e I nodtr t. c : n D f_neraa, 
,.th1ncrp'rtee1 '101 r, r\hr,: rt~1sver·'aJ1 "v!,•twe wondemd~t: ,.:n 
, 1 c' ·d,r IT c IL v I hv ,.,,.v I n1:-:: 1 ) _ [l 1t,o.: >cv.lvc de het to_;,--1c • 11 c.'lt ~Y pal! ,. 11 
i vr rr t r r tCJ 'l.r n ~ R tr r a 1r • owe.' , 'V d u b• t , m v. rr .cg. \fa,u 'JV tc· ~ 
I >k•o >u 1 1 kk11 ,, 11cr ic te ' 'c v•1T 1tt \1 t v r1, f var r C.,eorrc \I, 11tc 1. rl1e l";k na 

1'1.t' l v _rv w r c I< c i.raal 1 .. t volk r ti Lr_· eer te rawe- is. 

Dir c! •p 1' t,cs c tl'1 dee v r die Ra 1dfc 1•emse n ui~ira'itcit, 1, op 24.Aurt~ti:., 
lll9A n 1 1,. '1l, Kock v rr >f"' 1. 
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