



































































































































curriculum understanding and managing personal finances was seen as a crucial
skill to develop, then an extremely beneficial integrated learning experience could be
developed (Bowie and Frith, 20 i: p.5).

Steen (2001) and Madison ( )04) argue that because quantitative literacy is
everywhere, there are good opportunities to teach it across the curriculum. This
argument suggests that Quantitative Literacy is a competency that can be achieved
through contextual teaching of mathematics in an integrated manner, and not as a

separate subject of study.

As suggested by Steen (2001):

During the last half-century, as math -ew from an elite to a mass

subject, mathematics educe n expano'rono of mathematical sciences

that now include, in additiwﬁvéimﬁuﬁialpdwiiglaixéematics, subjects

such as statistics, financial matT@gﬁmpthmrﬁméeummer science, operations

research and more recently, financial mathematics and bioinformatics.

Schoenfeld (1990) also claims at in the best of all possible worlds, instruction in all
subject matters should touch on quantitative literacy whenever appropriate. Patterns
of sense-making in science are often heavily quantitative, likewise in the social
sciences. The study of history has been transformed though economic (i.e.

quantitative) analysis.

2.5 LANGUAGE AND MATHE ATICAL EDUCATION
Mathematic education begins and proceeds in language and its role in mathematics
is crucial. It is important to bear in mind that language itself is something which

children are learning, and which presents enormous challenges in its own right.
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