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Graduation Cere1nony 

QN Saturday, 26th April 1947, the South African , ative 
College, Fort Hare, held its twenty-second Annual Grad-

uation Ceremony. 
The Chancellor of the Cniversity, the Rt. Hon. • J. de Wet, 

P.C., B.A., LL.D., presided and conferred the degrees. The 
proceedings opened with the reading of Scripture by Rev. W.W. 
Shilling, B.Sc., after which the Ven. Archdeacon A. M. Hanley, 
M.A., offered prayer. 

Prof. 0. C. Jensen, M.A., presented the graduands in Arts, 
Prof. J. T. Davidson, M.Sc., those in Science and Prof. H. J. 
Rousseau, D.Litt., those in Education, as follows:-

A. Internal Graduands for 1946 
(1) Degree of Bachelor of Arts : 
In Praesentia 

Goba, Wilson Zulu (Emfundisweni) 
Hendricks, Paul John (Beaconsfield) 
Hlabangana, Tennyson (Essexvalc, S. Rhodesia) 
Kaunda, Martin Mih,ard (Likoma Island, Nyasaland) 
Kwakwa, Simon Pati (Pretoria) 
Mabote, Tennyson MacDonald (Butha-Buthe, Basutoland) 
Makalima, Greenette Howard Thabilc (Mount Ayliff) 
Makiwane, Eliphalet Tandiwe (Cala Road) 
Manoto, Jacob (Heilbron) 
Matomc, John (Randfontein) 
Mbilini, Olden Vakele ~East London) 
Mokaila, Dingaan Mpho (.i\Iafcking) 
Motsepe, Augustine Butana Chaanc (Pretoria) 

dzamela, Prince Frederick Xaba (Palmerton) 
Ngoasheng, Jacob Phencas (Pietersburg) 
Nikani, Violet Nozipho (Kcntani) 

jamela, Stonga (Xolobe) 
tsaba, Henry (Tlokocng, Basutoland) 

Ntsanwisi, Hudson William Edison (Letab.i) 
Sello, Jeanette Phcpheng (l\1ohale's Hock, Basutoland) 
Siwisa, Vuyisile Victor Mvulcni (Tyumic Post) 
Thcbethe, Alfred Percy (Distinction-. Torthern Sotho) 

(Potgietersrust) 
Thubisi, Samuel Ntwagae (Distinction- Tswana) 

(Bloemfontein) 
Tiso, de Villiers Sithuthuthu (East London) 
Xhotyeni, Mitchell Hunter King (East London) 
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In Absimtia 
Msomi, Kilbon Josiah (Mapumulo) 
Nzuza, Mudliwamafa Ambrose (Nongoma, Zululand) 
Ontong, Ralph Daniel (Johannesburg) 

(2) Degree of Bachelor of Science : 
In Praesentia 

Bulube, Notemba Funeka (Butterworth) 
Chiepe, Gaositwc Keagakwa Tibe (Serowe, Bechuanaland 

Protectorate) 
Chuene, Margaret Myrtle Pelo (Benoni) 
Gumbi, Somthatha Walter (Umkomaas) 
Hendricks, John Philip (Beaconsfield) 
Lujabe, Mtutuzeli (Ngqeleni) 
Malangabi, Cyprian Lucius Sithethi (Cape Town) 
Matsie, Woodthorpe Mkhohlani (Randfontein) 
Mciteka, Cardwell Mxolisi (Queenstown) 
Mncadi, Richard Otman Alexander (Highflats) 
Ndimande, Philip Benjamin (Witbank) 
Ngam, Lindzima Golden (Middledrift) 
Paulse, Thomas John (Kimberley) 
Sello, Bernard Motlatsi (Maseru, Basutoland) 

In Absentia 

Gopalan, Perayyan Krishnaswami (Johannesburg) 
Jenneker, Gordon (Port Elizabeth) 
Phala, Isaiah Sefako (Kimberley) 
Ruiters, Gerald Peter (Kokstad) 

(3) Degree of Bachelor of Science in Hygiene : 
In Praesentia 

Dotwana, Mafu Esdras Johnson Thomas (Umtata) 
Kunene, Victor Percivale Sphiwo (Ermelo) 
Magazi, Silulami Soyizwapi (Ntywenka Heights) 
Mbatha, Wycliffe Silas (Alcockspruit) 
Mokate, Nathaniel Ramsay Molise (Springs) 
Mphahlele, Thema (Pietersburg) 
Ngwenya, Walter Timothy (Johannesburg) 
Nkumbi, Thomas Samuel (Pretoria) 
Sebati, Matlepe Kenneth (Mara) 

B . External Graduands for 1946 

( l) Degree of Master of Education : 
In Praesentia 

Nkosi, Abner Gideon, (B.A.) (Mbabane, Swaziland) 
Thesis : " The Development of the Native Primary School 

Code in the Transvaal." 
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(2) Degree of Bachelor of Arts : 
Janari, William Charles (Oudtshoorn) 
Mda, Peter Ashby Solomzi (Roma, Basutoland) 
Mocoancoeng, Jacob George (Heilbron) 
Mothopeng, Zephaniah Lekoama (Johannesburg) 
Ngoepe, Jeremiah Debello (Pretoria) 
Ningiza, Shadrach Notholie Sidlinini (Emfundisweni) 
Nxumalo, James Alfred Walter (Dundee) 
Rajuili, Benjamin Sepinare (Wilberforce) 
Sesedi, Samuel Pico (Hope Town) 
Tshatsinde, Isaiah David (Pretoria) 

In Absentia 
Mosala, Paul 
Sieglaar, Peter Daniel 
White, James Edward 

? 
(Crawford) 

? 

The degrees having been conferred, the Chancellor addressed 
the congregation. In the course of a brief, discursive but in­
teresting address to the graduands, the Chancellor described it 
as an honour and a privilege to preside over such a gathering. 
Although that was his first visit to Fort Hare, he had heard a 
good deal of the work that was being done there, as well as at the 
adjoining institution of Lovedale, and he had also read Dr. 
Shepherd's book, telling the story of the Centenary of Lovedale. 
Recalling the distinguished men who had visited Fort Hare 
during the years the College had been in existence, he mentioned 
particularly the name of that great South African, the late Gene­
ral Louis Botha, and went on to refer to the great work that had 
been done-and was still being done-since he formally opened 
the College. He was proud of the honour his old Vniversity 
had done him in making him its Chancellor, and he went on to 
refer to the great work it had done in promoting higher educa­
tion in South Africa. Incidentally, he mentioned that the 
number of Fort Hare students who had received degrees that day 
was greater than the total number of students who attended his 
own College in the Cape when he first went there, which re­
minded him how important it was not to despise the day of small 
things. Fort Hare had also grown and developed, and he be­
lieved the time was drawing near when that and other University 
Colleges would be called upon to set up house for themselves. 
In fact he envisaged the time when Fort Hare would be not only 
a rative University for the nion, but the only ... 'ative niver­
sity for Africa south of the Zambesi. When that day came he 
was sure it would uphold the traditions that had distinguished it 
during the thirty years of its existence. One of the standards of 
the College-as it was also at Lovedale-was the upbuilding of 
Christian character, and the motto that evolved from that was the 
one associated with the Prince of \Vales, " lch Dien,"-" I 

5 

 

 



serve." In that connection, those who had heard or read the 
speech delivered a few days ago by Princess Elizabeth, would 
find the same idea. He was sure they must have been deeply 
moved by that speech, and the spectacle of a young girl in the 
first blush of womanhood so sincerely dedicating herself to her 
country. He was sure that could not fail to be an inspiration to 
young men and women all over the British Empire, and 
especially to those in South Africa, which had the privilege of 
being the place where the speech was delivered. (Applause). Ad­
dressing himself particularly to the graduands and congratulating 
them on their success the Chancellor recalled the motto of his 
old College, " Let knowledge grow from more to more, but more 
of reverence in us dwell." In conclusion, he urged that there 
was no occasion for conflict between European and Non-Euro­
pean, especially in education, in this country. South Africa was 
their common land. They had to live together and work to­
gether, and if they co-operated in the big job that confronted 
them they would have no time to fight each other. (Applause). 
-Alice Times. 

The Principal, Dr. Kerr, in thanking the Chancellor for his 
address expressed the gratitude of Fort Hare to him for under­
taking a car journey of 500 miles in order to be present. He 
remarked that the Chancellor's long and distinguished career 
was a complete exemplification of the ideal of service which he 
had given that morning to graduates. He thanked him also for 
the prizes for bilingualism (English and Afrikaans) which he had 
instituted in the Colleges of the University, in the award of which 
Fort Hare students had shared. Adverting to the uncertainty 
as to the future of the University of South Africa, Dr. Kerr re­
minded the congregation of the Tennie! cartoon which had 
appeared in Punch in the year 1894 where it was represented 
that John Bull had woken up to find a black baby-foundling 
called "Uganda" on his doorstep. He wondered what would 
happen if any of the new Universities of South Africa should 
waken up some fine morning to find a black baby called " Fort 
Hare " at their doors ! He paid a tribute to the treatment they 
had always received from the University of South Africa and said 
that the progress of Non-European niversity Education might 
not have been as rapid as it had been if the University of 
South Africa had not been so constituted as to be empowered to 
examine external students. Fort Hare however was the most 
" internal " College there was in South Africa, for all its 330 
students were residential, and they would not welcome any re­
organization in which real internal status was not accorded them. 
For twenty-four years they had been presenting students for 
degrees and so might be considered to have served a full appren­
ticeship. 
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Turning to the graduates Dr. Kerr told them he had recently 
visited four Institutions in Natal where former students of Fort 
Hare were carrying on responsible school-work. One such 
Institution was staffed entirely by Africans, Principal, Head­
master and teachers, the two first of whom were Fort Hare men. 
There was ample opportunity for these new graduates to show 
what they could do, not only as craftsmen, but also as men and 
women of character to whom their own communit) looked for 
steady guidance and workmanlike service. In the name of the 
Senate he wished them careers successful in the highest sense. 

The congregation having sung Nkosi sikelel' i-Afrika and 
" God save the King" and the Rev. W.W. Shilling having pro­
nounced the benediction, the Chancellor dismissed the congrega­
tion. 

At a luncheon in honour of the Chancellor the Chairman of 
Council, Prof. R. W. Varder, l\I.A., in proposing the toast of the 
Chancellor and the prosperity of the University of South Africa 
said: 
Mr. Chancellor, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

It is on behalf of the Council of the S.A. Native College that I 
welcome the Chancellor of the University to Fort Hare. 

Often in our history has a Vice-Chancellor presided over the 
Graduation Ceremony but on no previous occasion have we been 
favoured by the presence of the Chancellor. We are deeply 
honoured by the presence of one who, in this country, has held 
the highest office in the land, who has been Chief Justice of the 
Union, who for a period was Minister for Justice in the Govern­
ment and who is held in the highest esteem by all classes of the 
community. 

At the present time higher education in the Union is having 
one of the periodical readjustments which occur as institutions 
wax stronger and claim independence. The place of African 
higher education in these rearrangements has been subject to 
much investigation. Under the able guidance of Dr. Kerr, the 
Senate of the Council of the S.A. Native College has never 
faltered in its progress towards further University status and its 
probable line of future developments is now clear to most of us. 

A policy of parallelism for the higher education of Africans up 
to the Bachelor degree stage is indicated, together with special 
consideration and help from the European University institu­
tions, where necessary, to cope with special problems in the 
training of post graduates and in giving somt! technical courses. 
I should like to say in this connection that we, of this College, 
are extremely grateful for the valuable help received in the past 
from the University of the Witwatersrand and to a certain extent 
from the University of Cape Town. 
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It is likely that during the next few years this College will 
progress along the path to complete independence with the con­
tinued help of Rhodes College which, I am sure, will act like an 
elder brother, guiding along the right path with a light touch of 
the hand a younger member of the family. 

I will not deal fully with the implications of this policy of 
parallelism but will mention only two obvious points. While it 
is generally conceded that academic attainment is the most 
important criterion for academic appointments, the policy of 
parallelism implies the gradual handing over of more and more 
of the control of African higher education to the Africans. I use 
the word " gradual " deliberately, for to my mind any precipitate 
action might do irreparable damage. The second implication 
of the policy of parallelism must be the increasing of the staff and 
the equipment of the College and the widening of its scope of 
training to enable the African to obtain at this College higher 
education in all branches similar to that given to the European. 
This will mean a much more generous scheme of subsidy by the 
Government, more generous even than that for European insti­
tutions. 

It is my opinion that this College will, in the future, play a 
most valuable part in the ultimate destiny of t1'e African race in 
South Africa. 

Mr. Chancellor, my object in making what is for me a long 
speech is to point out that your visit is most opportune. It has 
come at the most critical period in the history of the College. I 
wish to tell you that your presence at this ceremony is to us a 
great honour and great help. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, I ask you to drink to the health of the 
Chancellor of the University of South Africa. 

The Chancellor in responding briefly thanked Prof. Varder 
for his kind words and said that it had given him great pleasure to 
be able to attend and preside over the graduation ceremony. He 
commended the faith and energy of those who had founded and 
built up Fort Hare, and promised that so far as his influence 
extended, he would do his best to further the interest of the 
College. 
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Graduation Ceremony 

QN Friday, 30th April 1g-4-s, the South African Native 
College, Fort Hare, held ita twenty-third Annual 

Graduation Ceremony. 

Dr. J. Smeath Thomas, D.Sc., F.I.C., F.R.S.S.Af., u 
Deputy for the Vice-Chancellor of the University of South 
Africa, presided and conferred the degrees. After the 
co qtitut ion of the congrcgaticn the Rev. Mungo Carrick 
M.A., B. D., r<!ad the Scripture and the Rev. E. Lynn 
Cragg, B.A., B.D., offered prayer, followed by the singing 
of the Lord's Prayer. 

Prof. 0 . C. Jensen, M.A., Ph.D., presented the gra­
duands in Arts, Prof. J. T. Davidson. M.Sc., those in 
Science, Prof. Z. K. Matthews, M.A., LL.B., those in Law 
and Prof. H. J. Rousseau, M .. -\., B.Ed., D.Litt., those in 
Education as follows : 

In Praesentia 
Master of Arts (Department of English) : 

Wong On, Aubrey. 

j\,fa ter of Science (Department of MatMmati,s ) : 
Mokoena, Jo eph Albert (with diatinction) 

Master of Education : 
Seboni Michael Ontefets Martinua 

Bachelor of Education : 
Sebom, Michael Ontefctse Martinus 

Honours Bachelor : 
Depart~nt of English : 

Wong On, Aubrey 
Dcpart11umt of History : 

;_\fakalima, Robinson Gilben Sipo 
Depart11Unt of African Studies : 

Mzamane, Godfrey Iaaac Malun1a 

Bachelor of Laws : 
Kakana, Geoffrey Layton. 
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In Absmtia 
Bachelor of Education : 

Lckhela, Ernest Paul 
Honours Bachelor : 

Department of Native Administration : 
Sobahlc, Pryce Maxabiso Mkoncle 

Department of Sociology : 
Budaza, Gilbert Simo 

Department of Zoology : 
:\fokhehle, Clement Ntsu Cicero 

Bachelor of Arts : 
In Praesentia. 
Internal: 

Brutus, Dennis Anthony (English with distinction) 
George, Oswald 
Green, Louis Leonard 
Guma, Samson Mbizo 
Khcthe, Ariel Sello 
Kuzwayo, Eunice Nobayeni 
Leshoai, Benjamin Lctholoa 
Mahonga, Reginald Mnyaka 
Makiwane, Thomas Ntsele 
Malgas, Margaret Soka 
Mamabolo, Godley 
Mnyande, Godfrey Mbingeleli 
Mokgatle, Kegakiloe Gagoleloe 
Mokgeledi, Sylvester Gregory Theb, 
Mosala, Grahamme Lillo 
'v!qotsi, Livingstone 
Ndungane, Henry Austin Mthuthuzeli 
Nonkwelo, Lawrence Luvuyo 
Ntloko, Beatrice Nina 
Nyameni, Amos Noph Dudiao 
Nyembezi, Aubrey Vulindlela 
Oosthuizen, Phillip \1ilner 
Pandliwe, Jeremiah Noel Jamani 
Phukuile, Constance Sannie 
Samkange, Stanlake John \V11Iiam Thompson 
Skosana, Solomon Ludziya 
Tini, Alcuin Samuel Mzwanclilc 
Van Wyk, John 

4 

 

 



Yawa, Michael l\Ilungi,i 
Ycni, Gibaon Leslie 
Zake, iejjengo Joahua Luyimbazi 

External: 
Du Toit, William Martin 
Japhta, Thomas Cronje 
Kirk, Richard (History and Zulu with distinction) 
Kobus, Cadoc Mnqweno 
Lcgwalc, Kid Richard Mabelc 
Makoko, Francis Allan 
Maliwa, Aston Ellerton 
Marks, Marcus Robert 
Masabalala, Mvuzo Rogers 
Paulse, Wilfred Clement 
Rathinasamy, Narayanaswemy 
Sctiloanc, Gabriel Molche William 
Simelanc, Valentine Daniel (Zulu with distinction) 
Thejane, Levy Ernest ndrew 

111 Absentia. 
Intemal: 

Cossie, Byram Badrella 
Dladla, Thomas Lang 
Mabutyana, Jellicoe Zwelonke 
M'Cwabeni, Westerfield S'kumbuzo 
Phatudi, Cedric Named, l\Iakepeace 
Themba, Daniel Canadoce (English with distinction) 

E>.ternal: 
Charles, Berthwell Warren 
Janari, Leonard 
l\.lamkeli, Ephes. 

Bachelor ~f Arts (Social Science) : 
In Praesentia. 
External: 

Kubheka, Ttambo Vitalis Abraham. 

Bachelor of Scieitec : 
In Praesentia. 
Internal: 

Ah Sh nc, Edbar Arth:..r (Zoology with Dfatincticn) 
Fenner, Charles Henry 
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Jezile, Henrietta Nomacebo 
Leboela, Joseph Mofuta 
Mayct, Gulammohamcd (Chemistry \Tith distinction) 
Mchunu, Christopher Godfrey 
Mjali, Sikose Julia 
Mnyani, Laura Zukiswa 
Mosai, Zachariah Sol Mancanc 
Naicker, Krishna Soobiah 
Naidoo, Sacraparney (Zoology with distinction) 
Naidoo, Soobiah Coopsamy (Chemistry with distinction) 
Ndungane, Ludwyg Dudumayo 
Padayachy, Murugasen Sammy 
Tshaka, Present Ndod'ophumo 

In Absentia. 
Kumalo, Gwynne 
Pillay, Loganathan (Chemistry with distinction) 
Sam Hing, Wing Sun 

Bachelor of Science (Hygiene) : 

In Praesentia. 
Internal: 

Choonoo, Donald Joshua 
Matjokana, Frederick Walter 
Mbabama, Linda 
Mdlekeza, Ignatius Ntancl.1 
Nhlapo, Stephen M veli Lchlohonolo 
Pama, Basil Cecil 
Phatudi, Machupe 
Piliso, Lindiwe 
Shaku, Josina Ngwanakone 
Tyamzashe, Victor 
Zondi, Mcnie Bernar<l 

In Absentia. 
Intemal: 

Gwele, Hardy Colin Mava 

The Degrees having been conferred by the Deputy 
Vice-Chancellor, he called upon Principal Alexander Kerr, 
M.A., LL.D., to address the congres:ation. 

Dr. Kerr said: 
Mr. Deputy Vice-Chancellor, my first duty must be to 

thank you for consenting to prcJide over this congregation 
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in the absence of the Vice-Chancellor, who has to be in 
another place to-morrow. This is the second time you 
have done us this honour, the first being ten years ago 
when you delivered a notabl@ address, and had by your side 
on thill platform no less a person than the Prime Minister, 
Field-Marshal Smuts, who was then, as now again, in the 
throes of a general election. Standing aside from the fray 
for an hour or two, he kept company with us in our 13eaceful 
academic surroundings, where, I venture to believe, he 
finds more permanent satisfaction than on the hustings. 
To me on this occasion has fallen the duty of addressing 
the congregation, and I am deeply sensible of the honour 
my colleagues have done me in suggesting to the Vice­
Chancellor that I might be given this opportunity of bid­
ding a formal farewell to a piece of work which my late 
wife and I were privileged to begin almost a generation ago. 
How great that privilege was to prove, we were not then 
aware ; for though it seemed to be the fulfilment of desires 
long cherished, we could not at that time imagine the full 
extent of the deep and abiding joy that was in store for us, 
compacted as it has been of rich friendships with Council 
members, members of staff, and students, and with many 
others engaged in similar work elsewhere, or sincerely 
interested in the extension of a right civilization through­
out the world. The roll of these has been kept in our 
memory, and their names have often been recollected by 
us ; many have passed from this scene and perhaps I may 
be forgiven if, in what I have to say this morning, I seem 
to be influenced by spiritual pn sences, very much as the 
Ancient Mariner was : 

" How they seemed to fill the sea and air 
With their sweet jargoning ! 
And now 'twas like all instruments, 
Now like a lonely flute; 
And now it is an Angel's song 
That makes the heavens be mute." 

It has not been easy, Mr. Vice-Chancellor, to decide 
what should be the burden of this swan-song. I must 
remember that I am primarily addressing a group of young 
min and women who are on the threshold of a new chamber 
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in the House of Life, a group which, some years ago, to 
change the figure, entered upon a course the succesi;ful 
conclusion of which is marked by this ceremony this 
morning. They have received at your hand the laurels 
they have gained and arc now acknowledged members of a 
world-wide community of trained men anJ women. It is 
not customary for youth to reflect oyermuch on the means 
by which they have attained their desires ; yet such reflec­
tion is necessary if they arc to gain any clear mastery of the 
rules of procedure which they will surely have to obser\'e 
in order to reach the goals which they have now more fully 
in view. ~Iy reflections, then, on \\ hat the foundcr!I ol 
this College had in mind, what we, as their successors kaYc 

tried to work out in practice, ,vhat we have partially failed 
or succeeded in, and what our experience has taught us to 
be most worth-while in our whole endeavour-these may 
avail somewhat to light up things past that have been dark, 
or even to throw a fitful gleam on the, as yet, unrealised 
future. 

And first I would ask you to remember that here in this 
small but significant community, we have a picture, as it 
were, of the nation at large. The mo.,t prominent charac­
teristic of our country, that which most forcibly strikes a 
contemporary, is the racial composition of its population. 
That racial compo3ition is reproduced in like proportions 
here. If then we can learn here respect for communal 
gifts, mutual tolorance for group peculiarities, and safe 
methods of draining off the racial lightning which seems to 
play about the heads of most mortals in these days, we may 
confidently expect that the danger of racial conflict in the 
crude world outside will be by so much lessened. At any 
rate I ould hazard the gue s that no one knows of a better 

ay of adjusting race relationships than the way of mutual 
knowledge, reciprocal esteem and activity in c.-ommon 
cause;; Jirected to worthy ends, aL of which virtues may be 
nurtured in such a community as this. Whatever may be 
the a.ivantages of living in a community racially or reli­
giously or linguistically homogeneous, if such is to be 
found anywhere on the face of the globe, these are denied 
to us in South Africa. Instead f that uniformity which 
all weak men in their dreams desire, but which may only 
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be another name for indifference and a cover for unenter­
prising conservatism, we have been placed in an exciting 
environment which, wit"i the development of communica­
tions, may well prove to be an image of that One World 
which seems to be pressing on the heels of this our age If 
we can work out a mode of living together which will allow 
the free development of community gifts and their incor­
poration in the stock of a truly Christian civilizntion, we 
m,1y find that, instead of bringing up the rear in the march 
of human kind, as some imagine we are doing, we may 
actually be the pioneers of a world still in the making. To 
the task of working out such a pattern, all good men, and 
every trained mind in our generation in South Africa, is 
called. Within the framework of this pattern every 
awakened soul must find that he is free to grow and to 
become that person that Goll intended. This is the truest 
form of Politics and the rnily kirnl worth cxpc·nding time 
and at1entim1 on at College. 

011r Society then heir g so complt-x, it is not surprisinr, 
to tind thJt <'H'll in s,i co np,1ratin·ly sirnpk a rniitlt r :is tlw 
l'SL1hli~linwnt of a Coll('ge of higher cduc:1tion, st·vn:11 
a~cnts h,n-c hecn at \\01k. lf progress has to be regisfrrnl 
in tliv Lrst thirty yc,1r,; in this e11lcrprisc, :u; T helic,·e 11ws1 

f·1ir-mi,1<kcl people \\Ot1ld conct·clc, then in my opinion it 
is 111:1i11ly owing to the h:irmonious co oper::nion of the~t· 
three au;cncies-thc Christian Church, the State, allll tltc 
African people, expressing themselves through their self­
governing Councils. 

The interest of the Church has been in the planting of a 
Christian civilization among the non-European racc:s in 
this land. It has recognised antl maintained against all 
opposition and in spite of all neglect, that no part of the 
community is secure in its hold on Christian Truth, or snfc 
in its practice, unless all arc enlightened. We are not slo\.v 
to pay lip tribute to tht supremacy of what we loosely call 
Christinn civilintion. but not too many arc willing to 
assll!nc the rcsponsihilities of membership in that body 
c.11led the Church, whicli is the only organi:r,ed ~lrnc-tmc 
pmtecting the i,lcals 1J1d sustaining tlw actin· prii,cii,le of 
Christian civiliz,ition. All \\ho haw· p.rsscd tlmn1gl1 0111 
.,\frican cduc:ttional in ... titutions especially, must 1a·\ t•J 
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cease to pay their debt of gratitude to the Church, and the 
more highly educated they arc the greater that debt. For 
150 year& the Church has been the gardener tending the 
growing pemt of African and much other education, and in 
spite of the greater response of the State to calls for support, 
it is still highly necessary to maintain the interest of the 
Church in the ends which State support is designed to 
secure. In erecting hostds at this College for the housing 
of it11 students, and in s•affing and maintaining them, the 
Christian Church has lif ed burdens from the shoulders of 
the people, and taken a full share in keeping the College 
true to its own ideals. 

So far as the State is concerned, its interest has been 
amply manifrs ed by appointing a succession of senior 
officers to the Council of the College, by arranging for 
loans, capit-il grants and annual subsidies, on terms similar 
to those applicable to all other colleges, and by the fairness 
and sympathy with which its officials have carried out the 
day-to-day administration of its affairs. Perhaps this ii. 
the point at which tribute should be paid to the University 
which you, Mr. Vice Cl ncellor, represent, for the con­
sideration whic11 has bee unifonnly extended to us by its 
Council and Senate, and by its officers, from the dayi; when 
we appeared before it to p:ead for the inclusion of 1 fric, n 
langua~es in the matriculation curriculum, until to.day, 
when it is possible for an African student to take here a 
post-graduate QOurse in African studies. 

The interest of the African and other non-European 
people in our enterprise has been shown first by the way 
in which they have made sacrifices to send their sons and 
daughters here, so that before we abandoned secondary 
work ten years ago, 288 had obtained a matriculation certi­
ficate and to-date 450 have obtained Bachelor degrees in 
Arts and Science, 270 College Diplomas in Education, 31 
University Education Diplomas, and 102 various diplomas 
in Agriculture, Health, Commerce and Theology. Be­
sides this the College has given preliminary training to 33 
students who have gone on to take Medical Degree~ and 
Diplomas at the University of the Witwatersrand and 
overseas, and to 25 more who have taken post• graduate 
courses leadint to second degrees. Through their Coun-
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cils in the Transkei and the Ciskei, in Basutoland and 
Ilechuanaland, and even n Rhodesia and further north, 
the African people have d ·monstrated their support of the 
ColleJe by subsidies, and hy making provision for scholar­
ship3 to ensure that no st 1dent would be deprived of the 
opportunity of learning if he were qualified to profit by 
the courses offered 

Tlw,;e hril"fly-the Chu ch , the State, and the- Prople­
are the three strands of tht ' trong cahle which has t'nahlcd 
1 he barque of the College, f ·t·ightcd as it has hcen "ith th~ 
anxious hopes ol the Afric, 11 people and their \\'ell -,\ishers, 
to weather the storms of n age made turbulent by two 
great world-wide wars . 

So much for the past. \Vhat of the future ? As I have 
indicated ::VIr. Vice-Chan cllor, it was a fortunate thing 
for us that the University vhich you represent to-day had 
provision in its charter fi r the certification of external 
students, as had the gre: • University of London. But 
recent events have led us to believe that it is the intention 
of government to eonstitut -, out of the constituent colleges 
of the Uni,·ersity of South .\frica, a series of new and 
iTHkpcndent universities , 10 one of which, the nearest 
g..:ographically and, if I m. ::,ay so, the one \\ith ,, hich our 
r,·Lttions in the p,1st haYe h en most intimate, it is sugc;csted 
this College should be a/1~ iatcd. Should such a relation ­
ship be established as would allow each of the components 
tlut liberty which is nece5s:1ry for their growth , and that 
independence which is necessary for their self-re. pect, 
both the European and th .: non-European clements in our 
population might be s:itisfied, first, that the special require­
ments of each element \"ere having due regard paid to 
them, and second, that standards recognised by all niYcr­
sities were being adhered to. For it must be undcn:;tood 
that the non-European clement in our community wishes 
no easily gained laurels, hut only such as may he \\On in 
open competition with all-comern. 

1 faving said so much I must add that eYery Cnlkgl' h:1s 

it ,listinctivc sphere and special disciplines as :ire required 
by tLc circllln t.,nccs of its stncl~nt hoch . Provide1 c r has 
decreed that this College should be situ.it d in a rur I ,1rc.1 
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and should serve a section of the population 77 of whom 
out of every hundred are rural dwellers, as against 27 out 
of every hundred Europeans. It is only to be expected 
therefore, that if any bias is possible or desirable in higher 
education, it should lean to the side of rural sociology, 
rural education, rural health and the conditions of healthful 
living in the country, with emphasis on land, on agriculture, 
on stock, on animal and plant diseases, on Native law, on 
social anthropology, on Native languages, and indeed on 
all departments of study that touch on the environment, 
while not neglecting the disciplines that link us with our 
human kind everywhere, religion, literature, world history 
and geography, music, art, mathematics and pure science. 
I hope it will still be possible, in any new alignment ,vhich 
is thought advisable, for this College to enjoy the necessary 
latitude in planning its courses to meet any sprcial reciuire­
ments of its constituency, as these may from time to time 
become apparent. 

To you graduates and to all others who have prcccdnl 
or who will follow you, I may perhaps he allo,,ed to say 
that you are deemed to be, because of the hall-mark set 
upon you, craftsmen and not labourers, and th t high 
ideals and good intentions arc by no means cnougl.. ~t:md­
ards of technic. l excellence will be expected of}' u th.it arc 
not easily n:.iched or maintained Profe ion1l m n, 
whether in the Churd or School, whcthe1 in La, or 
Medicine, in Journalit.rn or Technology, mm,t be loy:il to 
the ideals of their profc sion and on no account foll b1•low 
the staadan.ls of performance which have been set by the 
best practitioners of their art. No true professional m:m 
does his job with his eye on some superior or inspector. 
l:lis monitors are his own conscience, the known limit of 
knowledge that can be brought to bear on the problem, and 
the highest degree of skill in execution that can he achieved. 
Added to this he mu t always remember that he has to 
work with other human beings and not in a -acuum by 
himself ,and that he must often find it necessary to take 
account of the fact that others have ideas and will~ as well 
as he. Our whole system of polite manner. has bem 
developed from this n cessity. But learning to liv and 
work peaceably toiether is a slow bm~in ss in any country 
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by Prof. W. F. Barker, B.Sc., Ph.D., F.I.C., F.R.S.S.Af., 
Chairman of the Senate of the University of South Africll, 
by Prof. R. \V. Vanier, \I.A., Acting l\Taster of Rhodes 
and Chairman of the Fort Hare Council, and by Prof. C, P. 
Dent, ;v1 Sc. , vice-Chairman of the Fort Hare Senate 

Prof. B:irker sJid that he was privileged as Chairman to 
represent the Senate of the University of South Africa. 
Ile referred to the service which Dr. Kerr Jud given a a 
membn of the Scn:lte of the lJniH•r~1ty since 1930 and as 
a memhcr of the Conncil since 1<)12 a!Hl l'Xprc sc-d thr 
thanks of the congregation for the :id dress which he saicl 
would be remembered by the grnduates not only for its 
content but also because it \\'as Dr. Kerr's last public 
utterance as Principal. 

Prof. Vanier, in his tribute to Dr. Kerr, said he had raised 
Fort Ifart: from the stat 13 of a J.igh school t 1 the threshold 
of University status. One did nnt need to hl' a prophet 
to foresee that there \l'Otild he at Fort I hire srnrn· 1L1) not 
a college hut a very iP1portant uni\·ersity. 

Prof. Dent said: 
:\lr. Deputy Yi(x-C ia1 cellor, Prinrip:tl Knr, Ladit's 

anti Centlemen, 
I am ch 1rged triday \I ith ,l d11t_• I\ hich T 11nuld h:l\ (' I e(·n 

glad tn po. tpom: for some :c;1rs yet, the duty of using this 
I.1st p 1blic ceremony, \1hich Dr. Kerr ,, ill attend as 
Princip.il, to bid him f·ircwell on heh,tlf of present rm·mhns 
of thi~ College, urn\ particularly 011 behalf of his staff, am\ 
t•> attt:mpt toe ·press to him our appreciation of his leader­
ship, and our sense of loss in his dep:1rture from the pL1ce 
he l1.1s occupied among us. 

\Vhen you fir:;t came to South Africa, Sir, you came as a 
young man with no fir. t-hand experience of the complex 
human relationships of this country, but \\'ith 1111der­
st·mding of the mc:ming, and purpose, allll pmn·r, of the 
e lucational process, \I ith a strong faith in God, and in 
m.m, wi h the conviction that man is fundam(·nt,dly one 
o'er ,ill the earth, h:1\ iPg thl' ~,1nw li.1sic lllTd , and aspira­
frm and gift , ancl yo11 h:ffc not only IH'ld to that faith 
d11ring the yc.ir. of your . en·icc here, hut ha, e ht Ip( d 
many others to helic\c in, and hold fa.t to, th( .c- g1c,1t 
principle-. 011 which alone any future peace in this land can 
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be built, and not least among those ) ou have so helped and 
inspired are the member of ) our own staff. 

In the management and development of any College 
which in some of its aspects, is entrusterl to Council, 
Senate or Committee, it io inevitable that there should 
arise differences of opinir regarding pol icy or procedure ; 
throughout all th years of your tenure of this office you 
have been h1g enough to c ·pect from each of us an honest 
expression of opinion, th'1ugh it might differ from your 
own, and have always gh n those opmions due considrr­
ation; "yes-men" ha,e ·ound no favour in }OUr sight, 
ancl you have thus won o r respect and loy.1lty by expect­
ing us to be loy:il fir t to t e purposes this great institution 
was created to serve, to, ich, with courage and faith and 
unswerving loyalty, your .,n lifc has been ch ,otcd. 

When you , Tn ,1ppoi 
task of building up ,1 Col 
, ·as to he the pinnacle of 
to come. o,, if on,· m.i 
is !ways p0 ·r.11nidal, ,1 it 

cl you ,,ere charged ,1ith th<' 
cre of 1 nin:r ity tanding ,, hich 
frican education for P1,my yt·a1 s 
use a met phor, hum.m progn s 
the mo t :1th ancnl l'kmc.:nts at 

th apex, he c1O s sc.cti, at, 11\ point helO\ it reprt i1t­
ing the numbers who ha, rcacl•ed th::t st. ge , f de, elop-
111 nt. l ing t!.t . . mw , t. phor, you we1c app intcd to 
huilcl the apt • of the py mid in cd11c.1t i,m on :m almost 
non-e ·i tent centre, you ere to cst·1blish a Collcg1: for 
U nivcr ·ity training "ith it high-schools upon \\ hich its 
int.1kc of student mu t dt·p nd. In order to help in 
those t·arly days, Loved le handed over its small High 
School classes, and from that small bcgiPning you set to 
work to fill thf' gap. Start' ng thu. on an apparently illogical 
programme, with no stud nts re tly for l'ni vcrsity studies, 
and grave doubts in man minds ns to the pnSt ibilitics of 
profitable, and socially t eful, employment for highly 
tr,iincd Africans, your ork here has r~sttltt d in a for mon· 
rapid :JlhJncc in African education than could have occur­
red if that fir, t b Id fornanl. trp hnd not been t ikcn hne; 
it h.1s provided a I ighted beacon ahead, th t m·ees arv 
,timulm, to hope and effort ,md it has prO\ idrd most of the 
triined per onnel upon \\ho.e • \"1il,1hilit) and .er\'ire 
the <levdopment of ~~conclar educ.ition h.is so largely 
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depended. With this development your name will ever be 
as ciatcd ,md gratefully r • ncmhercd. 

I' 1i ,ra I 1~tion c~r mony is the twt·11ty third ht lil at 
this College \II but two or thret- of those held in the p:ist 

v en :ilt n !Pd hv Mr Kerr, to whom this cer mony 
\as, I vaj mt ,f tl,r hi h lights of tl11· year. On tho e 
o ·c.1 10n • h 1 her he 1th made it douhtful \\ lwtlwr she 
woul l h able to att I d. sh· would nurse lwr strength for 
it, ,l'1d t.1kc 11 r pile• i 1 t though she p:iid for it aftern.1rds. 
I [er pl.lee tod 1y 1s cant ,md her gracious presence is 
mis eel hy everyone in thi" Hall \\ho knew her, but hy 
none, ,1ftcr your elf, Sir, more than hy those who li\·e and 
work here \Ye had hoped that she \\·ould he here today, 
:- : ind cl her spirit i ,, to sec ancl hear you recci,·c, and to 

1 m w th ) ou thi, "1 11 portion of tic prai.,e and thank. 
that ,m: vi tr ch• \\'h t hl·r 11ppo1t :ind eorn1,1<l~sliip 

111 tlmi i •h \till, tlH ··~r ,,. to tht· 
t c·11 j td h 1t \\C k'lm it 11~, lllrn 

•11.'l.!thi 1l1ct·l,rn 
11tio 1. c I t 1 <.'nl t' ,. 

b, n d, ·ph t, Ii .11 d 

•H·t th t, e r·.ili2t· th.11 

11· p l t!I , flt tr its t"HI l'l11s 

m \\ ith Hit ) Ht. o doubt .1t 

vou 
l ,11 ling )t It, lw ercclt'd \\ ill li••ar 

it t'\c.;1 h fnn the minds of tho~t· 
thr0twh th est· I [ ill if it is to lw :i 

111 mo ial, m v tliat d,lV Ion•~ be po tponed hut thi. pl, n· 
it If t1nJ , t'ld \\ill stl!ld, :, ,t grc.1kr memorial to it 
fir t Princip~l th.m ,tnJ that c·m he erected Inter. 

[ IV [, in concl I j > 1, cxptc: !; our hope that \\ hc-n you 
ret 1rn I tl r y ,ur Ii it to Scothncl, this c lllntr • ,, ill find 
f >r vou In • oth ·r t,1sk, less C'X 1ct in" perh,ip. i 11 it p h) s i­
,. ii d ·m~!lll, up lll vour ,tr ngth, through which the 
I 11, vi· I,·, .11 I e 1 ·r· nc>, .rnd \\ i dom \Yhich art yours 
m v h I in t 1 • s • • of the people, to \ horn th:11 
p nti tr I, 
ft ~{'1 

I) 

intr,, I 1 ·e I a J le 
J for ii r tucl nt oft he Colic ,c, then 

tion of fornirr t11d nt rrpn cntin 
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the tluee decades of the Collrge. He expl.,uned th,l.t 1t 
was the intention of the fo1 mer .. tut! nts to estahli h a 
scholarship or a p11zc \\ Ii id, sh< uld co11 mcn,01 ,1! • 1)1, 

Kerr's scr\'iccs to Afrirnu Education, and, at a 1c1mio11 of 
fonrn r students to he held at an c.1rl1 ,late, to inH t him 
with a Chief's rnlll'. lu the 1111,l\oicl .. bk .1hse11c~ of tl11: 
requisite number of chiefs, they \\cr1.- 1 ot able to complete 
the ceremony that day but they were iu a position to hand 
over to his custo<ly .1 roL1 \\hich he I ould he callul upon 
to pro<lucc at the appropriate tinw. Dr. Bobn· handed 
over a magnificent leopard-skin I9arn s \\hich Chief 
Tshekedi Khama had ~cnt dm,n by spl'cial me ·«l'ngn from 
lkchuanaland. 

After the singing of l lwsi Si/,('/cl' 1-AJ11/w and Co<l 
Save the King, the Ven .. \rchdcaum Rolfe, M.A., pro­
nounced the bcne<l1ction and Lia.: Deputy Vice Clwm:cllor 
dismissed the congregation. 

LUNCHEO 

At a luncheon which \\ as held in tl1e 11i;w dinmg hall of 
Elukhanyi weni, the \Vomen's lfo·tel, and which ,,a, 
attended by 130 gue.,ts among ,.., horn ,.., re the • ctmg 
• ·laster of Rhodes and Chai1man {if tht.. College, Council, 
Prof. Vardcr, who presided, the D puty \ ice Chancellot 
and the Chairn1J11 of Senate of ti c L mvi;r 1ty of outh 
Afnc.1, the Chit:! . rat1ve Commi icnt.:r, C ... p 
: lalcomecs, the • Tative Co. mL,iontr, Vict ... ri E st, the 
staff of Fort Hare, th Mod'-r tor of the Pre~byt'-:::-l:in 
Church of South Afric , the ~ ~- , . H. F. Yul..., th . ay r 
of Alice, and repri;sentatI\t" of Rhode Lovedak Heal -
town, St. 1 1atthew., a d Blytr.s ood, Prof. .der 
propo ed the loyal toaat an Prof. l::, ath Thom :, pro­
posed the to.1 t of the gue.,t of .onour and sp 1:e of the 
a sociation of Fort Hare with Rhodes University College. 
He paid tribi.lte to the savicc vhic 1 Dr. Kerr had rendered 
in conducting t. e Co!legi; from 1t., ~mall h~binning in 191 
through its early stage; u, ti! today vhen it wa rccogni ed 
as a foll-fLdged University College. 

Prof. Varder spoke of the happy r'- tionships th t had 
always been in evidcnc in the Council of Fort Hare, and 
Mr. Paul Germond, the oldt: t member on the staff of the 
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College, gave some intere,tin reminisconces of the very 
e.irly days of the College. 

i\lr. Germond said: " It is indeed a great privilq,;e 
and an honour to be called on to propo1,c the toast of Dr. 
Kerr. I belong to the older group and, as one of the older 
ones, I shall take you back thirty ) cars. 

It is difficult to realise that 1hirty years ago Fo1t Hau: 
just ,vas not on the map. In those times even applicants 
for posts at Fort llare found it extremely difficult to locate 
it at all. 

I remember arriving, aftt:r a delay upon the line, at the 
station after dark and enquiring my way to Fort Hare. 
The person whom I addressed suggested that it was 
impossible for me to walk to Fort Hare ; so I went to the 
Victoria Hotel. It was my intention to hire a cab next day 
to the South African Native College. After I had dined 
and retired to a very quiet lounge, a stranger presented 
himself at the door-a young mm, with a fresh complex­
ion whose face was a picture f amazement. ·when we 
first meet a stranger little characteristics are recorded. He 
stood looking at me for a while ~nd then somehow twisted 
his neck, gave a roll o~ the hea d and said " What arc } ou 
doing here, my man ? " From these pos::iessive terms I 
had no doubt as to the stianger' identity. 

After having explained my <l iculty, he ::.uggeslcd that 
we might walk! We crossed ti · bridge.ind twenty yards 
further we came to the Principa 1, house, and there I spent 
some enjoyable days. 

The pcrsuasivc pm,,crs of th Principal were consider­
able. I found that Mrs. Kerr I 1d been inspanned, with­
out pay, to instruct Maurice P1.: er::i, an Indian student, in 
French and, before long, I too as engaged in giving oral 
instruction in French (my home language) to the same 
youth, also without extra pay. That our labour were not 
in vain was testified by Dr. Peters greeting me in French 
today. On another occasion I •·as landed with a student 
who was so ill-advi ed as to tak Botany for matriculation. 

I cannot vouch for the folio ing story but it was cir­
culated around the town. It seems that on one occasion 
the Principal borrowed a hor ... e. The horse, however, 
would not move, and, when asked where he was i:oing, he 
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said " I am heading for LoYedal if thi htast will allo" 
ll1C. '' 

There is an institutio11 at Fo1 t l la1 e "here one mcmlir1 
of the staff addresses the College on \\\:dncsJay morni11gs. 
The staff arc often pcrplc. ed as to \1 hat to speak about. 
One morning the student' had to sit through a talk on 
" II ow to keep poultry" b) a staff member \1 ho kept half 
a Jozcn hens in his back yard. 

I should like to say in conclusion how much of a privilcge 
it has been working with Dr. Kerr for he has always gi1cn 
his staff the impn..'Ssion that \IC were w01king not under 
but with him. 

\Ve wish you Godspeed, Sir, and hope you arc goi11g to 
enjoy a well-earned rest." 

Prof. D. D. T. Jabavu (retired), who with Dr. I"crr had 
begun the work at Fort Hare in 1916, also gave reminis­
cences of the beginnings of College life, of the outdoor 
,1ork parties, of the Sunday services, the College Assembly 
on Wednesday mornings, the sporting activities of the 
students and of the laying out of the sports ground. 

:\Ir. Arthur Lazarus, 1\1.A., from Sa tri College, Durban 
apologised for the absence of Mr. D. G. S. l\Itimkulu, M.A., 
and spoke of the cordiality with ,1hich Indians had hem 
welcomed as fellow-students by the Africans, and how they 
had been helped to understand and appreciate their Afric n 
follow-citizens through attendance at the Collc~c and 
through sharing in the common life of Fort Hare. 

Mr. Hamilton ::\Iasiza, who, with Mrs. l\Izimba, ,1as one 
of the first group of students present at the graduation 
ceremony, was unarnidably absent from the luncheon. 
He sent a generous written tribute to his Alma Mater 
which among other things recalled that Fort Hare \\as the 
realization of the hopes of the Chri tinn :\Iissionaries "' ho 
did so much for the African people and of African patriots 
1 ike Ten go J abavu \\ ho had the foresinbt to realise that, 
until Uni\crsity education became av,1ilablc to the 1101 -

Eu,opeans of thi land, so long \1ould they LOlltinue to 
suff r politically, economically, ,ocially and religiou ly. 
In 1912 or thereabout it wa agreed some sort of start mm,t 
be made. The historic site of Fort Hare was agreed upon, 
but there was anxiety about those who were to be in charie 
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of the Colle~e. It needed taunl: 1, implicit and unwav r­
ing faith m God f r D . K rr and l 1s colleague to open up 
"hat e,ery ,\fr l.. J p a}ctl would m time 
Je,clop mto a full fl it . 'l h<: tory of the 
lsr.1clitcs in Lg;pt, .1-br c m 1 nu tr w, must have 
been viv 'div b10u It to Dr. l mind vhcn he hrst set 
foot on l•o. t Hare ... 011. the }Otmg princip I, ou 
\\ho c ·ation I future of th 
Black r,1cc of the 1h continc1a• maki, g a humhle b1.:gi11-
ning ; ith the humble hgun: of e,gnt Lil stud nt ·, 111 humble 
J veil iugs wl11ch u c n ., er ITILt 1it or tlc~ignl'J fur cduca.­
t ional purpo c . \I 110 t i1 m cliatdy he ca1 m·J hi& 
student:,' deepc. t rt pcct, not hv frigid .1loof1wss, but be­
c.1ul- • of lu S) m~ th) for thu t 1rst for h10wlcdge. He 
\lent out of his ,,ay to under t,mc them and in n:turn they 
learnt not onl) to und rstand him a tar :..sit is possible for 
students to unJ • t.mJ ,1 I' i Lip , hut to love and respect 
him." 

\.1ter 1 fer of th earl) yta1 , to the 
bports, the .. embhe , tu the fu t 
teache and 1d, "Sir, ,,c have 
gathered h<>r \Ve rejoice and 
feel grat f • en of telling )OU 

and showi ow deeply grateful 
European races of 

1cular. It is 
t-., , to use a 
gs ::.nd with 

:;ta t d, ~d 
ye f thirty 
ud . College 

men pJ .,ib!c. 

your faith 111 

, and your 
made such achieve­

In respondi g to th t.rr .... ud th t the expcn-
e.1ce of th t day h en overwhelmmg. He 
tnanked all the spea : generously referred to 
the service of nL wife If at Fort Hare. As he 
had endeavoured to point out i his graduation addrc~, 
Fort Hare was the result of tne co-operation of many 
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agencies and that was especially true of the co-operation of 
the staff. He was particularly glad to sec rcpresentativea 
of the first student year in Mrs. Mzimba (Lily Msimang) 
and Mr. Hamilton Masiza. In those early years the con­
tact with students was specially intimate in a way that was 
not possible now that they were numbered by the hundred. 
The fact that they were using that splendid Dining Hall at 
the Women's Hostel for the first time that day recalled to 
him a memory of one of the first Council meetings when 
the admission of women was decided upon. He had not 
been anxious to add to the difficulties of starting the 
College by introducing the complication of women stud­
ents, especially as the accommodation even for men was of 
the most meagre description and that for women had not 
been thought of! However he had been convinced by the 
arguments of Mr. Tengo Jabavu (the father of Professor 
Jabavu) who had insisted that African women must also be 
educated if they were to be the true helpmeets of African 
men. Two women \Vere therefore received and stowed 
away in the qua1ters of the Matron, Miss Carmichael, who 
with Mrs. Fairlie, part-time teacher of commercial subjects, 
completed the tale of the staff. Women had increased in 
numbers slowly until there were forty in residence but in 
academic attainments they had proved themselves equal to 
the men. 

Mr. Germond had referred to the College institutions of 
Midweek Assembly and Sunday evening services and to 
his amateur attempts at horsemanship. There were even 
better stories about the latter than he had told ! It was 
true also that members of staff were called upon in those 
days and even yet for duties outwith the scope of ordinary 
routine. That was part of the joy of the work : staff 
metnbers had to be prepared to undertake almost anything 
that was required and in doing so they soon found that their 
own stature increased I 

It had been no megalomania on the part of himself and 
his colleagues that had induced them to develop a hi~h 
school into a College. It had been the firm intention of 
the founders of the College from the beginning that that 
should be its destiny : so there had been no break in con­
tinuity from the junior secondary stage to the university 
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level. The response of the African and other non-Euro­
pean people as repreliented by their support wa11 the ju11ti­
tication of the wisdom of the founder, in the bold coun,e 

they took. 
He felt nothing but gratitude for the share he had been 

allo ved lo have in the dev lopment of 11011-European 
eJucation and for the unw,vcring kin<lne he ha<l cxpcn­
encecl from Co1111cil, Senate a.1<l :.tu<lentl, throughout the 
whole tenure of his office. 

Dr. Kerr expressed his tha 1ks to all who had graced 
the occasion by their pre enc· that day. 

While the function just d;scribed was taking place, 
an equally happy gathering met in the College Dining 
Hall for the Graduation Jui ·heon which was attended 
by the graduates, their rel:.. ives and friends, and the 

students of the College. 
With the dispersal of the ucst , who had come from 

all parts of the country, th e wa brought to a close 
a memorable day in the hi ory of Fort Hare. It had 
been a day filled with the ecollectionli of those who 
had long since left the Coll ~e, and with the hope of 
those about to go out 1r 1m its walls-hope11 and 
rccollcction1 linked throueh e 11ervice of the Principal 
who had i.o wi11ely and fa1 hfully g1.1ided the College 

from its foundation. 
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Graduation Ceremony 

Q N Friday, April 29th, 1949, the South African Native 
College, Fort Hare, held its twenty-fourth Annual 

Graduation Ceremony. 
Mrs. W. de Vos Malan, wife of the Superintendent­

General of Education, Cape Province, presided as Deputy 
Vice-Chancellor of the University of South Africa, and 
conferred the degrees. 

The proceedings opened with the reading of Scripture 
and Prayer by the Venerable Archdeacon H. P. Rolfe, 
followed by the chanting of the Lord's Prayer by the Con­
gregation. 

The graduands were then presented to the Deputy 
Vice-Chancellor for graduation, those in Arts being pre­
sented by Professor Z. K. Matthews, those in Science by 
Professor A. J. D. Meiring, and the graduand in Education 
by Professor H. J. Rousseau. 

LIST OF GRADUANDS. 

In Praesentia 

Master of Arts (Department of African Studies) : 

Mzamane, Godfrey Isaac Malunga, B.A. (Hona.) : 
Thesis : " A Concise Treatise in Phuti with Special 

Reference to its Relationship with Nguni and 
Sotho." 

Master of Arts (Department of Anthropology) : 

Pitje, Godfrey Mokgonane, B.A. : 
Thesis : " Traditional and Modern Systems of Mal• 

Education among the Pedi and Cognate Tribes." 

Master of Arts (Department of Sociology) : 

Budaza, Gilbert Simo, B.A. (Hon .) : 
Thesis: "The Native Separatist Church Movement." 

Master of Science (Department of Zuology) : 

Mji, Diliz'intaba John, B.Sc. (with distinction): 
Thesis : " The Parasites of Ardea Melanocephala 

from the Eastern Province." 
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l\lokhehle, Clement l\tsu Cicero, B.Sc. (Hons.) (with 
distinction) : 

Thesis : " Parasites of the Swift Caffrapus Caffer 
Caffer with Description of One cw Genus and 
Eight New Species." 

In Absentia. 
Honours Bachelor of Arts (Department of Psychology) : 

Mqotsi, Livingstone, B.A. 

In Prcasentia. 
Honours Bachelor of Science (Department of Mathematics) 

Tshaka, Present Ndod'ophumo, B.Sc. 

In Absentia 
Bachelor of Education : 

Chetty, Naganna Govindasamy 

Bachelor of Arts : : 

In Presentia 

Internal : 
Major Subjects 

Braaf, Brian Anthony : English, History 
Burns-Ncamashe, Sipho Mangindi: Xhosa, Native 

Administration 
Crisp, Herbert : Geography, History 
Hogana, Edmunds Temba : Xhosa, ative Administration 
Hutchinson, Alfred Scotta : English (with distinction), 

Geography 
Jadezweni, Comfort Watkinson: History, Xhosa 
Kopane, Peter Kantoro: History, Tswana 
Letlaka, Tiisetso Tscpo: History, Politics (Administrative) 
Letsoalo, Alexander : Sociology, Social Anthropology 
Mafanya, Felix Ngub'okwambata: Xhosa, Native Admi-

nistration 
Majambe, Francis Frederick: History, Zulu 
Malefane, Bantu Batho: History, ative Administration 
Mamabolo, Frank Ashley : English, History 
Masiangoako, Benjamin Motone Stoffel: History, Native 

Administration 
Mbatha, Picton Vcrnett: English, History 
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Mniki, Maynard Maso: English, History 
Molefhe, Topo James: English, Psychology & Social 

Anthropology 
Mtiya, Campbell Tandy : English, Xhosa 
Mtshizana, Louis Leo: History, Social Anthropology 
Ntshanga, Franz Oshode : Xhosa, Psychology 
Peter, Dimsdale Duma: History, Native Administration 
Poho, Catherine Matseliso : English, Southern Sotho 
Poo, Johannes: History, Psychology 
Senyatsi, Charles Phuti : History, Social Anthropology 
Sigcu, Aitchison Tamsanqa : English, Xhosa 
Sikakana, Peter Obadiah: English, Zulu 
Simelela, Mlandeli : English, Xhosa 
Siwisa, Daniel Lindie: Xhosa, Native Administration 
Tshiki, Kombisa: History, Native Administration 
Tsipha, Washington Mooketsi : Xhosa, Native Administra-

tion 
van den Heever, Joseph George : English, Geography 

External: 

Braam, Edward William: English, Politics (International) 
Davidson, James: English, History 
Jacobs, Frederick William : English, Psychology 
Khatala, Simon Ezekias : Southern Sotho, Sociology 
Kolane, Johannes Teboho: English, Native Administra-

tion & Politics (Philosophical) 
Mahangc Obed Woodford: Thonga, Venda 
Makhetha, Philcmon Majoro: Southern Sotho, Native 

Administration 
Manchwe, Olihile George: Tswana, Politics (International) 
Maringa, Paul Ephraim : Thonga, Venda 
Moahloli, Evcrrit Jonas Ntana 
Mutshekwana, Simeon Richard: Venda, Native Admini­

stration 
Peterson, Daniel Wilkinson: Hollands, History 
Phalane, Alfred Malesela: Northern Sotho, Native Admi­

nistration 
Mpumlwana, Phumelele Mandlamakhulu : Xhosa, 

Psychology 
Tshabalala, David Kohla: History, Zulu 
Tswane, Edith Bukelwa Tam: History, Xhosa 
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May I, at the outset,pay a tribute to my worthy colleague 
on the Council of the University of South Africa, Dr. 
Alexander Kerr, first Principal of your institution, who has 
served you nobly for thirty-three years ? With quiet 
dignity and forcefulness, Dr. Kerr pleaded the cause of 
Fort Hare on our Council and gaYe our members some idea 
of the unfailing faith he possessed in, and the ideals he 
cherished for, one of the youngest of our university colleges. 
He coupled high ideali,m with practical efficiency, and 
with Scotch thoroughness and caution laid very sure 
foundations. He believed in disciplined scholarship, 
hard work and stability of character. Pioneer work calls 
for patience, forbearance, vision. All these Dr. Kerr 
possessed. Probably his greatest attribute was his 
human relations with his fellow-men. As a friend and 
admirer of his work said to me, " Alexander Kerr made his 
finest contribution to Christian education by his knack of 
building up individual friendships . He proved a friend 
to those he served, and many a young African will 
r~member with gratitude the wise counsel and under­
standing of a fatherly head." 

Dr. Kerr retired at a momentous juncture in the history 
of Fort Hare, when it wasfeltthat a more important status 
should be given to the institution as a un versity college. 
A big step forward has bren taken by your affiliation with 
Rhodes University. With the help of this larger, exper:­
tnced and sympathetic ins tut :on, you can move forward 
to the ultimate goal, foreshadowed by the Brookes' Com­
mission in their 1947 report and desired by you, of be­
coming an independent University. The Commission 
suggested that the future policy of Fort Hare should be 
shaped towards the attainment of this end as soon as the 
College attained the status which would be expected of a 
European College aspiring to independence. The Com­
mission pertinently added, "Non-European education 
should not have in any way an inferior status." It also 
remarked that the time was probably ripe for a considerable 
expansion of Fort Hare. 

What a task lies before you and your newly appointed 
Principal, Professor Dent, formerly a member of your 
St11-ff1 who will brin~ his knowledge of the aill,18 tJncl. i®lll.i, 
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of Fort Hare to bear upon the task of formulating any 
new policy in the suggested expansion of the College. 
To bring an institution to a great height is one thing, to 
keep it there and to rise to even greater heights is another. 
It will require courage and daring and some imagination 
in education to formulate new ideas which will fit them­
selves into the old accepted traditional academic form of 
education. 

After a visit this morning to your institution, I feel that 
it is presumption for me to suggest that you should be 
daring and courageous in your future policy. I felt 
humbled when I realised how much thought, initiative, 
determination, scholarship and sacrificing service had been 
put into the progressive education of Fort Hare. 

But post-war construction and new schemes of educa­
tional adjustments to meet the needs of a changed world 
challenge audacity. 

As this is probably the last graduation ceremony con­
ducted by the University of South Africa, it marks the 
closing of one period of the history of Fort Hare and the 
entrance to a new. 

As you will be affiliated with one University and will not 
need to plan your courses to suit the majority views of 
members of Senate of several constituent colleges who had 
of necessity to standardise curricula, may I from a woman's 
point of view suggest that daring departures be made from 
the accepted ideas of what at present purports to comprise 
the best education of women ? 

No prejudice of sex exists at Fort Hare where a small 
section of women students share equally in the studies of 
men and are confident that all that concerns them will be 
given sympathetic consideration. 

::\Iy plea for a new outlook is based upon recent educa­
tional thought. 

Fifty years ago it was audacious to claim equal cultural 
rights for men and women. For women to emulate their 
menfolk in scholarship was both against nature and com­
mon sense. Women's education was based on utility and 
ornament, not on mental activity and intellectual attain­
ment. 
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The battle of equal rights began. Leadera of the 
feminist movement claimed that women were as capable 
of culture as lofty as that of men, and their faith has been 
amply justified. Women have proved that they are as 
capable of doing everything that men do, and educationalists 
will not deny that the best minds in each group are fully 
the equal of the other. Women in all branches of learn­
ing have talents worth while developing for the good of the 
State. Women acknowledge their debt of gratitude to the 
pioneers of higher education who battled successfully for 
equality of opportunity with men. 

But now in this post-war period of the re-orientation of 
education, when efforts are being made to develop persona­
lities according to the lives they will eventually lead, the 
question has been raised as to whether the protagonists of 
equality for both sexes were not blinded in their enthusiasm 
to the real interests and needs of women. They insisted 
that they could see no reason why men and women should 
not have identical education, and when women's colleges 
were established they were established as counterparts of 
men's. As one of our modern educationalists has put it: 
" Equality of educational opportunity became synony­
mous with imitation and has persisted, despite a good deal 
of responsible criticism, to the present day. Women still 
prove their equality by striving for identity in ways of 
learning, in subjects taught, in academic ritual. They 
want to show that they are not so much the equals of men 
as their duplicates." 

Present-day theorists challenge the efficacy of this 
identical education. They feel the necessity for a critical 
examination of ·omen's education based on differentia­
tion rather than on identity. Women's education has been 
modelled on men's, without any relation to their particular 
needs or their function in society. Their dual function as 
home-makers and wage-earners largely affects the issue of 
differentiation. 

Differentiation depends on the different lives men and 
women will lead and the part they should, or will, play in a 
civilized community. 

The general theory in higher education of intellectual 
parity of men and women has led us to accept the maxim 
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that woman has best contributed to a civilized community 
by the professional status she has gained, the triumph she 
has secured in entering upon a successful career and obtain­
ing economic independence and security. We cannot 
also fail to admit that identical aim has promoted intellec­
tual disciplines, taught the art of living together and 
developed the emotional and spiritual lives of both sexes, 
but it has had little bearing upon the majority of women 
students' eventual role of home-makers, and lays too much 
stress upon their careers. 

In reality the proportion of women who follow a career 
for any length of time is negligible. It is a common fact, 
supported by statistical evidence, that the majority of 
women become home-makers. In some countries as low 
a number as two out of three women are mainly occupied 
as wives and mothers and in this capacity are more influen­
tial for the future well-being of mankind. To fulfil this 
function successfully they must cultivate many talents, 
provision for which is not adequately met in our present­
day educational system. 

The difficulty with which we are now faced is how to 
reconcile two opposing schools of thought when, in one, 
for half a century, education has been interpreted 
as the ability to perform the same functions as men, 
and the other is asking whether it might not be better for 
the individual woman to cultivate the things best suited to 
her mind, her aptitudes and occupation. Too much stress, 
the modern educationalist thinks, is laid upon intellectual 
specialization and rigid academic standards. Traditional 
subjects have a disproportionate importance, and weak­
nesses in subjects such as mathematics or foreign languages 
are not allowed to be compensated for by ability in art, 
music or domestic science. 

Reforms will have to start in girls' schools by experi­
mentation with curricula devised to meet women'a special 
needs and by persuading educational authorities that tra­
ditional subjects can, without prejudice to intellectual 
attainment, be replaced by more feminine arts. 

The universities will have to co-operate, not only by 
making it possible to admit girls who have attained the 
required standard in the new subjects chosen for an acade. 
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mic course, but by so arranging their degree courses that 
women can continue to the highest level such aspects of 
study as are appropriate to their needs. 

As Fort Hare has identical education, would it not be 
possible to make more than one daring venture in the 
scheme of expansion for the future ? It is easier to pioneer 
than to modify and adapt what has already been developed. 

May I make a few suggestions ? Domestic science, a 
degree and a diploma course would suggest itself first. 

A course of study in public health, fitting into your B.Sc. 
hygiene or medical aid course, would be valuable. With 
the work of the National Health Foundation developing, I 
see no reason why women could not be usefully employed. 

Housing, town-planning for new housing schemes, 
industrial welfare, possible training of women probation 
officers would fall under sociology. 

In education in the not too distant future, a degree 
course might be built up around the visual and auditory 
arts in their theory, history and application to modern life. 
A special one-year course, such as we have at Huguenot 
College for students who have completed a primary 
teacher's course at a training college, might be instituted. 
Attention might also be paid to the new idea in education 
of in-service training of teachers wishing to take a short 
refresher or further course after years of teaching. 

Other course, suitable to the vital influence of women a& 
women will suggest themselves with th~ march of time and 
the need of adaptation. Growth may be slow, but the 
success of your institution will depend on quality and not 
on quantity. 

In conclusion, may I plead for the retention and exten­
sion of the spiritual forces which have contributed to the 
steady growth of Fort Hare? Absence of religious beliefs 
means the absence of definite moral forces of the highest 
kind. The want of these, either in individuals or in a race, 
is a serious want. Spiritual results are our best results. 

The supreme test of our educational system is the men 
and women it produces, and without the kindled cons­
cience they cannot make their best contribution to the wel­
fare of me,nkind. 
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Education is for service. A uniYcrsity education which 
does not fit students for responsibilities of service is wasted. 
You c:umot look upon higher educati u a penonal 
acqillili1tton or think that you only are stamped • 
hall-mark of culture. It must find i atamp in the 
of ot 

In the p t chaotic conditions of the world, with 
economic: and distorted valu of life, doon of ·ce 
are open to you aa never before. 

Thie spirit of an institution, like other great thinp, • 
hard to define, but VeJ.<f real. There • something that • 
not found ellewhere,--a tandard of life, an atmoephere. 

With the spiritual val of Fort Hare rooted and 
grounded in your u.nivenity life, you should all be united 
to that hich is for the high good of all. 

The Principal, in thanking . De Vos Malan for the 
thoughtful and challenging address she had d livered, 
congratulated her on being the first woman in South Africa 
to be appointed Deputy Vice-Chancellor of the Uni raity 
of South Africa, an honour she had richly deserved by the 

i interest bad own in higher education, and 
apt~'i&lly in the higher education of women, over a Iona 
period of time. 

''You have to-day conferred degre on 99 graduands, a 
record, even thoughj t ihortoflOO, thatnumber to which 
lpecial • "ficance • often ribed, and which e hid 
laoped would be reached In your 
addNII you referred to • • 
ceremony to be held here Uni-

"ty of South Africa, d 
IDDOUDCelllent • 

he he 
~ our INOdlbOD "th 

y; t 
• to cloee contact with Uni maalber f 
other , momben of the opportu-

• • otben enppd on tuk and the 
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standards demanded in the Colleges which have made up 
that University. 

" We thank you for your emphasis on the importance of 
the education of women, and for your thoughtful dis­
cussion of the direction in which it should be developed. 
What you have said will be studied with care. In this 
College we believe in the education of women and would 
be glad to see the number we are able to receive increased." 

Principal Dent suggested that if any member of the 
Congregation, with the means to help, shared these vie\\s, 
few more worthy causes could be found for the use of those 
means than the enlargement of the Women's Hostel 
Elukhanyisweni, and continued : " I want to add a 
special word of thanks for the closing partr of your address, 
and to express the hope that through the long years of its 
future this College will remain faithful to those principles 
which have so far guided its development." 

In congratulating those who had just been raised to 

graduate status, he said that he imagined that many of 
them, when they started on University studies, were like 
men who had lived in a valley surrounded by hills which 
enclosed the whole world. Those who had studied aright 
had now climbed some of those hills and had gained a 
vision of the vast territories which lay beyond, and he 
trusted that the stimulus of that vision would spur them on 
to explore those territories of knowledge and service thus 
opened to their view. He expressed also the special 
commendation and congratulations of the College to the 
parents of the new graduates. " It is not easy for those 
who have not been required to make similar sacrifices to 
realize at what cost opportunity has been given to those 
who have now received their degrees. Many a parent has 
continued to wear old clothes beyond the time at which 
they would have been discarded, in order that a son or a 
daughter might wear a blazer at College ; in many homes 
all expenditure, even that on food, has been cut to the 
barest necessities and beyond, in order that a child of the 
home might receive this opportunity. You must be tast­
ing some of the reward of your sacrifice to-day, proud of 
what your son or your daughter has now achieved. We 
congratulate you and share your pride in this achievement, 
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and we trust that these graduates of to-day will so use their 
knowledge and the opportunities which your sacrifices 
have opened up for them, that your just pride and joy in 
them may increase as the years pass." 

After the National Anthems: God Save the King, Mo­
rena Boloka Sechaba sa Heso, Nkos' Sikelel' i-Afrika, and 
Die Stem van Suid-Afrika had been sung, the Venerable 
Archdeacon H. P. Rolfe pronounced the Benediction. 
The Deputy Vice-Chancellor then dissolved the Congre­
gation. 

The Lovcdal• Press . 
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