










Economic integration and shared decision-making are vital elements in the process of achieving 
community and area integration. Economic integration implies that business opportunities should 
be accessible to anyone in the community and that the business sector should take into account the 
interest of the community as a whole. Shared decision-making in some forum of common local 
government w;1s formulated as being the road to integrating development. 

8.5 Participation 

8.6 

Participation is "the voice of the community'', and the key element is the power to: 

set the agenda 

generate ideas 

control implementation 

evaluate the results 

Empowerment of the community can be achieved by setting up structures so that people can 
participate directly or through representatives, have access to information, and are not inhibited 
from taking part by external factors. These structures must be properly linked from ground level 
up to the executive. 

Community development 

Community development must create a sense of belonging. It means improving life in, and the 
facilities of a community through decision-making at local level. Top-down provisions cannot work. 
Residents themselves must identify their development needs and control the implementation of this 
development. Individuals need to feel free to contribute their ideas, and this applies to both sexes. 
They need to have a sense of belonging to the community, and to develop mutual trust and respect 
between individuals and groups. Development starts in the home and family, and self respect is the 
key. 

All communities require similar educational facilities and opportunities, adequate shelter and health 
services. All require employment opportunities. 

A common, representative administration was essential to realise these needs, and therefore a 
development forum should be established in which differing views could be expressed, alternatives 
assessed, priorities established and plans made. 

9. OVERVIEW BY PUMLA KUBUKELI

In her overview of the group discussions Miss Kubukeli stressed that people were at the centre of
development and that development meant change. Quality of life reflected people's ability to satisfy
needs. To live life to the full meant growth. Access to resources was therefore a basic need.
People-centred development implied growth in the quality of life, and thus in the satisfaction of
fundamental human needs. These were:

the need to survive/subsist 

the need for affection 

the need for understanding 

the need for leisure 
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