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BACKGROUND

- The purpose of this repoft is to illustrate in greater detail research

that has been undertaken into a particular land conflict. The report also
demonstrates the potential value of research, not only in discovering the
position in the rural areas but also in helping to facilitate progress on
land reform. This material has been passed, in greater detail, to the
regional government and has fed into the Border Rural Committee's attempts
to broker land transfers. The reader is also referred to Appendices 3 and
5 of this Report (see references), as well as Chapter 6 of the Eastern
Cape Regional Overview)

Isidenge (also known as Upper Kubusi) is the area to the south west of
Stutterheim between the town, the King William's Town road, the former
Ciskei boundary and the Amatola mountains (See Map No. 1). We will use
these two terms interchangeably to refer to the whole valley area, outside
municipal boundaries. Kubusi itself is the area within municipal
boundaries, immediately to the south west of the town and now effectively
a suburb of Stutterheim. The area is not large: under 20,000 ha. of which
more than half(is afforested (see Map No 2 and No 3).

Historically, this was an area near the heart of the Nggika (Xhosa)
chiefdom which was conquered by the middle of the nineteenth century.
From this time the land in Isidenge, annexed to the Cape Colony, was
allocated to both blacks (largely colonial loyalists) and whites (largely
German settlers) in private tenure. Such mixed settlements were quite
common at the time in the Cape as a means of controlling a troubled
frontier district. This original settlement scheme has left a long
legacy. Mixed black and white ownership in the valley has somehow
survived a century of segregation and apartheid in both Isidenge and
Kubusi, despite attempts to abolish it.

The black-owned farms are also settled by a large number of tenants. They
have become increasingly well-organised into a SANCO branch over the last
five years and have been arguing strongly for resettlement, and rights to
land. They have also formed close links with NGOs such as the Border
Rural Committee. Some land has been offered to them by the government for
a settlement scheme. The agricultural and political situation in the
valley has deteriorated recently and the research team has directed its
efforts to discovering the position of different interest groups,
examining how the tensions may be resolved and how the tenants' demands
may be met.

LAND OWNERSHIP
ISIDENGE (UPPER KUBUSI)

This area has a long history of small farms and mixed black and white
ownership. It has a high annual average rainfall - between about 600 and
1000mm (40 inches) in parts. The amount of land needed for a viable
commercial farm is far less than in neighbouring parts of Stutterheim and
Cathcart. Up to the 1960s, many of the land owners had access to a
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\ commonage of about 1730 ha. This was not part of the Stutterheim
y municipal commonage. In 1955 the commonage was sold by the state to the

Village Management Board of Upper Kubusi. Partly because of the
reluctance of white farmers to share the commonage with blacks, it was
subdivided and allocated to landowners in 1965. The white landowners
had their allocations registered at the deeds office. However, because
the land was then intended as a white area, the black owners' share of
the commonage, while it was recognised in practice for grazing
! purposes, was not registered in the deeds office.
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There are about 30 black land owners. A number are descendants of the
original occupiers. From the incomplete records in the deeds office,
_] and other sources, it appears that they hold less than 1000 ha in total
and probably closer to 800 ha. The average holding is a little under
30 ha. The largest black-owned farm seems to be Taylor's estate (no.9
on map No 2) at about 90 ha. Two other owners, V.S. Bobo and A.N.
Cwati, have more than 50 ha; four or five have between 40 and 50 ha.
Over half the black owners have less than 20 ha. A few farms are held
in undivided shares by multiple owners. There have been a few recent
purchases by black owners.
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The white-owned farms in the area are generally bigger, but small
compared with those in the district as a whole. In the past the area
has been the home of less wealthy white families and there has been
considerable turnover of farms. The largest farm, excluding forestry
concerns, appears to be Stanhope, owned by P. North at 356 ha. (All
sizes here are approximate.) A number of farms are around 200 ha:
Morning Sun (6 on map No 2), E. Pagel, 168 ha. (64 ha. irrigated);
Welverdiend (13), J. Bezuidenhout, 237 ha.: Oakvale, L. Howe, 178
ha.; Sunrise farm (10 on map No 2) with about 240ha. and Indwe Hope
(4), G. Roberts, 220 ha. These are farming units of reasonable size
given the rainfall. There are, however, also a significant number of
small farms, under 50 ha, owned by whites. Some of these are
effectively residential smallholdings; the area is scenically
attractive and has clearly drawn people whose main income is not
derived from their farm. The total area privately owned by whites
E (excluding forestry) is probably over 6,000 ha.
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Most white-owned farms in Upper Kubusi are either in the estate agents'
files or available for sale. They have experienced high levels of
theft - of crops as well as stock - and have had problems with
fence-cutting, fire and insecurity. At present there are not, however,
many buyers. White farmers are organised in the Upper Kubusi Farmer's
Association; the current chair is Mr. G. Godden who owns a farm
adjoining Kubusi.

A number of forestry, sawmill and timber factory concerns own land.
The biggest of these is run by J. Lentz which owns the bulk of the area
to the south of the valley, bordering the former Ciskei. (About 1,600

Map of the area around Isidenge.

ha.) This is mostly under timber. The property, which has been

registered in various names, is now mostly in the name of the Lentz
company. Because of its large holdings in the valley, the Lentz family
and company was allocated a substantial portion of the old Upper Kubusi
commonage; they have also purchased additional land since. Not all of
this land, some of which is in scattered small blocks, is forested.
Rance Timber, with about 770 ha. of 1land adjoining the state
plantations near the Gubu dam, is the next biggest owner.
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