








































































































Whites who take agriculture as a career, or through chance, agriculture is a way of life;
Africans are farmers by tradition and not by chance. Hence they are determined to

stick to their beliefs and & cultural practices (Sobahle 1982:61).

Mean while, Sobahle (1982), concluded that farmers are resistant to change because
of the absence of able-bodied men within the farms. Young men are away working in
the cities and mines. As a result innovative ideas are preached to old men, women
and children who have n. her the capacity as a result of old age, inclination nor the

required strength to implel 2nt the new ideas gained.

In 2010, Mudefi who also base " =~ = Diffusion Innovations Theoretical
Framework’ when he studied the ams and food security in Mutare
district of Zimbabwe, discovered e resistant to accept agricultural

innovations due to their geographiw.v.ucﬁ (2010) furthers explains that in
terms of technology acceemﬁ g?ﬁr'g; leﬁ 6{ a farmer is situated for
instance, there are remote places estietibly avést tural areas in Zimbabwe were
farmers do not have access to information due to lack of or limited broadcasting of the
radio, television or literature. Farmers are not aware of new technologies that they can

adapt and are forced to keep practicing pre-literate farming.

2.3.3 The Need for Agricultural Innovations

Innovation is bringing something new into existence. This means that a new idea is
brought to improve and modify the already existing idea. As Mbiti (1991:132), notes in
the world today science and technology seem to permeate every aspect of human life
and this includes the agricultural sector. Helping Africa’s smallholder farmers grow
more food is a proven pathway out of hunger and poverty and almost no country has
managed a rapid rise from poverty without increasing its agricultural productivity

(Chrispeels and Mandoli, 2 13:1).







































CHAPTER Three: Research Methodology

3.1 Introduction

The aim of this chapter is to document what particular type of research methodology
that | have used in gathering data. The methodology was employed in providing
answers to research questions. This chapter encompasses the research design,

methodology, limitations of the study and ethical considerations.

3.2 Research Design

Research design as defined by © o T777103) is a planned structure of
methods of investigating and ob to answer research questions.
Gravetter and Forzano (2003:31) ‘esearch design is a conceptual

structure within which a research .. v well designed study enables the
researcher to explore and@ﬂc&&%ws&fm H%ﬁoé\ena. This is because a
research design is a blue print foy d6hdactingdié study, Which maximizes control over
factors that could interfere with the validity of the findings. It guides the researcher in
planning and implementing the study in a way that it must likely achieve the intended
goal. The main function of the research design is to enable the researchers to
anticipate what appropriate research decisions should be made so as to maximize the

validity and reliability of the eventual outcome.

The study applied a qualitative research design which ié explained by Hale (2009:201)
as a system of inquiry which seeks to build a holistic, largely narrative, description to
inform the researcher’'s understanding of a social or cultural phenomenon. He further
explains that qualitative research takes place in natural settings employing a

combination of observations, interviews, and document reviews. On the other hand
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very nature of participant observation precludes a large sample size because its
stuc ‘s are both in-depth and time consuming; hence fewer people are actually
studied than would be if questionnaires or surveys were used. In order to avoid
stereotyping and bias the researcher ensured that all the members of the Irrigation
Scheme were included in e study and this was achieved through the assistance of
the chairperson who made sure that all the members were aware of and present for
the study. A second problc 1 with participant observation is the inability to record ail
observations because it may be difficult if not impossible to record notes while
attending a ceremony or activity. However a follow up was made with the informants to
go through the stages of an event researcher to also recall and be

able to make a record of the procee

Oke (1990:59) mentions at the

v new member (researcher) to a
community or social grouUﬁi%iﬁip%idFm oHﬁIzésearcher may affect the

entire structure of the group avd e rélatlonsRigcdrtong the members: thus the
researcher may change, to some extent the action he is observing. The researcher, by
virtue that he/she plays a role in the group, may impose certain restrictions upon his
own understanding of the situation. To manage this limitation the researcher was able
to establish presence in the community and openly informing the informants about the
study as well as their role | the research thrust so as to establish a feasible research

working relationship with the subjects of the research.
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words, it can be difficult { convince the reader that the judgment you used to select
units to study was appr riate. It can also be difficult to convince the reader that
research using judgmental sampling achieved theoretical, analytical and logical
generalization. On the of :r hand Williams (2011:12) says that judgmental sampling
is associated with personal bias in selecting the sample. This is because the
researcher only selects a sample based on his/her knowledge of the population and
then generalizes that the findings of the particular sample represents the entire

society.

3.3.2.6 Data Collection Method
All of the 50 members of the Muror scheme were contacted on a one

on one basis to explain the overall ¢ id its relevance, and to seek their

<.sations, the general nature of the
a4
research was explained f? eia&g @W%fﬂf; 51}9[ Fﬂ)&r@tion of interviews and

participant observation. It was éfgBadized torawdty@ilidkmant that participation in the

agreement to participate in the stud,.

study is voluntary. Data was gathered over a period of five months as participation in
agricultural activities that are seasonal was required. On average, | took at least six
hours daily to participate 1 the agricultural activities of informants. | had to be

available throughout the va )us sessions to answer any questions.

In collecting data a qualitative research was adopted as a feasible approach for this
study. The qualitative research approach is the generic research approach in social
research according in which research takes as its departure point the insider
perspective on social research. Qualitative researchers alwéys attempt to study
human action from the perspective of the social actors themselves. The main concept
of this approach is to explore and gather an in-depth understanding of human

behaviour and the reasons { it govern such behaviour.
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Murombedzi is one of the capital villages in Zvimba district with the district population
at 230,703 people. Chimutamba (Murombedzi) Irrigation Scheme is one of the
communities that are situated along the Chitomborwizi River, a community’s largest
source of water. The Irrigation Scheme was mainly established for the purpose of
eradicating poverty in the community. The Irrigation Scheme was named Chimutamba

so as to symbolize the purpose of the Scheme to the community.

The local small-scale farmers of Murombedzi are traditional in nature even when it

comes to their agricultural practices. There are certain crops that are considered to be

traditionally grown all year round, and sorghum. This sentiment is
reinforced by Tavuyanago, Mbenei '010:121) who postulate that the
spread of maize production was pr emand for the crop, especially in

the early years of colonization, Wheuvl 15 took to the growing of the crop,

not just because it was a lﬁ&fﬁ@@i&tﬁlﬂp @flﬁtﬂ;f (Ififaticéprops, but also because

the crop offered a vent through Wit Afficdhd-could ritise funds for purposes such as,

paying taxes imposed by the colonial government, school fees, hospital fees, etc.

Growing maize became a tradition in which small-scale farmers at Murombedzi
Irrigation Scheme believe was passed to them from their Madzitateguru or forefathers
and that they are able to make profit through maize as it is in demand. Maize supply
within Murombedzi is also greatly motivated because it is a location of a great deports
belonging to the Grain Marketing Board (GMB) which requires constant supply of

maize so as to maintain food supply to the nation.

4.5 Marriage and Kinship
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they offer local people from the community to come and assist them in harvesting and
this they call maricho. In return for participating in harvesting they are rewarded with
money but in most cases with crops that have been harvested. In terms of giving back
to the community, the Irrigation Scheme also donates some of their produce to local

orphanages and schools for their benefit.

The staple food of Zimbabwe is maize in which an average family within Murombedzi
wou | start their day with the traditional porridge from maize, and then the main meal

is mainly consisted of sadza (thickened porridge from maize). Maize is widely grown

for both commercial and subsister 1in the area and this is because
most families rely on maize for the ion. The informants reported that
amongst their crops maize is highl . is a staple food for the country.

For the family, maize is culturally 9!!.' snows the stability of the home in
their tradition. Maize is a IR }I@f@ﬁwbeepfgm 4r gewerations and has been
continued to be grown because-tHg§ Befieve that f 18 & ¢rop that was given to them by
the ancestors due to its nature of providing a variety of dishes such as, sadza,
porridge and samp. With maize it is believed that a family will always be provided for
and will also sustain even in drought seasons. Other foods such as rice and pasta are
also consumed but not as often due to financial constraints and are therefore regarded
as luxuries which are not consumed often. The relish with the sadza or rice is
alternated between a variety of green vegetables such as, beans, okra, dried
vegetables, milk and meat such as, beef and chicken is only consumed when

available.

Within the Irrigation Scheme, the livestock that is kept for both rearing and

consumption include cattle, goats, chickens, and rabbits. These livestock helps in food
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chores. When she reaches e age of 16 or 17 she will be old enough to assist with
the activities of the Irrigati | Scheme. Boys can only work in the fields when they

come back from school and also during the school holidays.

From the figure 5.2.2 below it shows that from about the ages of 25 to 35 there is a
decline in the number of m | who are members of the Scheme. This is as a result of
migration into towns for work and education. Men that migrate in most cases leave
their wives and children behind who then work in fields for sustenance. Migration has

an impact within Murombedzi especially when it comes to agriculture because it has

been established that agriculture ic *~~ ~~~-~= =90 which the development of any
nation is built, and this involves the n of able bodied youth in society.
The informants reported that the yi ile lands for agricultural activities
in the rural areas to go and partak._ . -3 economic activities in the cities

-
such as, selling of cigaretﬁ OR ‘Ithe rga%sidef. ng?,{hf_leécﬁély left to live and work in

the rural areas these rural setliogéfiefhgh heasones deserted and would no longer
boast of high agricultural productivity. Informants in the age range of 46 and above
which in most cases is an older population characteristic of many rural areas were

usually people retired from urban life.

Inspite of heavy unemployment and under employment in urban areas a big migration
is taking place from rural areas to urban areas. This sentiment is supported by Todaro
theory (1969) which states at migration is assumed to be an economic phenomenocn
because the migrants migrate to the cities from rural areas on economic grounds,
even if they know that heavy unemployment exists in cities. The theory elaborates that
the migrants are well aware of the unemployment opportunities in urban labour
markets but still choose to igrate to urban areas where they expect their gains could

be maximized. The main reason for migration according to Todaro’s theory is basicaily
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or widowed before but were still encouraged to marry again. eighteen percent of the
informants that are single and still live with their parents most of them are still in school
and other work in the Irriga n Scheme full time. Informants who are divorced and
widowed added up to 17 and this suggests that they are the heads of their
households due to the absel e of a male partner while on the other hand some of the
married women were temporarily heads of their households (FHHs) due to rural-urban

migration of most men in search for jobs.

The average household size in Murombedzi was six ranging from two house heads

and four persons. There were oth-—~ "~ " """ " at had extended families due to
kinship and in a few cases ousel :d due to polygamy. For families
that had larger household sizes the 2y were at an advantage in terms

of farm labour because they woulc v that each member had a role to

play in the Irrigation Schesz. BL<} ér}‘gﬁg? gf%iefﬁéi;éstaining a large family is

a challenge for the informal ; beedasddRdy dttintesproduce less than they consume

which leaves the family at ¢ sk of ensuring food security.

89


















the services in classrool ;3 of nearby schools and for others under trees. Their
Ch tian beliefs encourage them to work hard for their families because they believe
that God helps those that help themselves. In times of hardship and joy the informants

gather at a specific time to offer prayer to God.

Findings revealed that 20% of the informants practiced both Christianity and Ancestral
worship. This is as a result that they were born in traditional families were ancestors
were recognized and wol iped, however others through marfiage, travelling and
witnessing form Christians they accepted Christianity. In their defence they believe
that there is a God that dwells in the most hiah and the ancestors are secondary to

God and their prayers are transmitt ' the ancestors.

Be :ving in God as narrated by th s not mean we have to abandon
the beliefs of our forefathers (Madz:zaxvause there are cases when tradition
is required such as, tor@m%f@\ﬁfyﬁq)[{kp@ﬁ $4wprr These ceremonies are
necessary and have to be don¢ & taditforial-way bécause Christianity is a white

men’s religion and does not accommodate all of our African cultural traits”.

5.3Conclusion

This chapter established the characteristics of the study population that were identified
in the study that as exerting otable influence on agricultural practices. It culminated in
presenting data as it was reported by the informants. The effects of these
characteristics on agricultural production and change were also outlined in which
personal experiences of the informants were also shared. The informants revealed

their characteristics in whi : findings of the study showed personai characteristics
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within Murombedzi but th _ at times set a neutral venue in the growth point.
Informants stated that they are unable to attend these trainings because of the

distance and their domestic commitments.

For the illiterate farmers, tr: ing and literature on adopting agricultural changes is not
effective on them because they are unable to read for themselves what has been
provided let alone understand any technical terms during training. They have to rely
on the youth and the literate to narrate to them what they would have read and learnt
and this will not be effective if the person narrating has not grasped the concept. .

Some of the information on chan¢~- *- ented in the agriculture sector is
broadcasted through media as me: ‘mation across to the farmers at a
faster rate. For the informants this acause 80% of the informants do
not own televisions but at least ow... v, nave to wait for the programmes
broadcasted on the radio tp.gain morfqa Wrgrftlgbw ﬁtéﬂléthe information they are
eager to hear about, is on e pIges r belfing gt Hét increasing their produce as
well as if there are any programmes that have been set for farmers to receive free

inputs for farming such as{ : WFP and other NGO's which mainly provides seeds for

farming and also food stuffs in drought seasons.

The informants exhibited a need for financial support within the Scheme in order to
acquire chemicals, seeds, fertilizers and in certain instances lIrrigation pipes and
sprinklers. It is unfortunate that these farmers do not have finance to purchase
agricultural implements because they are forced to do away with important inputs that
will assist them in farming. The study showed that 60% of the informants had
knowledge on how and whi 2 to acquire credit to support their project. The informants

are aware that there sources of credit such as banks, farmers union cooperatives,
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local business men and of r cooperatives. The Irrigation Scheme made known that
they did apply for long term credit at the bank to purchase more efficient technologies
such as Irrigation pipes, c 1bine harvesters and tractors. The terms of the credit for
them were flexible because they could pay the money back over a long period of time.
However they also fear that if they do not produce enough to pay back the loan they

might lose the Irrigation Scl me and their equipment.

6.2.2 Psychological Factors

Findings revealed that in M ‘ombe :me decisions are mainly done by
the elderly members of the Schem + inform the other members of the
Scheme. In the case that the other vu agree with some of the decisions
they may protest but it WETB'S\‘;@'P qf?%’f(ﬁﬂf’fﬂ'ﬁi‘éy tradition the elders or
men are the decision makers drgctheaif duthéti)t & RSt to be questioned. When it
comes to purchasing of eqi »ment or other inputs members may make a request with
the chairperson of the Scheme who will discuss it with the other members so that they
decide if their finances will allow a new purchase. The results of the research made
known that it is through 1is process of decision making that determines new
agricultural innovations from being acquired into the Scheme because some of the
informants may want them but are not given the opportunity because the elders who
are conservative would have made the decisions for them. At times the members are
asked to contribute money from their own pockets to fund for new equipment or
technologies. This is difficc  for them to do because they reported that they already

make little profit from the : heme and having to contribute more would destroy their
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Appendices

Appendix |
UNIVERSITY OF FORT HARE
Department of Anthropoiogy and Sociviogy
Consent form for a Research Undertaking
Il a Emery Nyika, Master of Snrial Gninm~~ ~tydent from the Department of
Anthropology and Sociology. | an academic study, which aims to
investigate the effects of values ar cultural change, a case study of

Jou to assist me by answering

Murombedzi Irrigation Scheme. |
-
questions that | need to asIU/ou. The re[sea(ﬁ'n F 60&1!{_1%{1_aéademic purposes not for

any illegal purposes. Your partidipgdf shdlidput <4l ¢etitribute greatly to the body of
knowledge which may be used for any subsequent development initiatives aimed

empowering and understanding rural women’s need in development.

Researcher's Signature: ...
DAL . e
Informant’s SIGNature: ...

Date: ..o, ST OO RPRUP PRI
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