
































ABSTRACT/ SUMMARY

This dissertation deals with the Pentecostalisation of “mainline” Christianity in Malawi. The
researcher seeks fo determine how the. Malawian “mainline” churches are integrating and
appropriating Pentecostal and charismatic ethos, spirituality and features in an attempt to survive
its impact (Including Blantyre Synod). It is also determine the impact of the exodus of Christians
from the “mainline” churcheé to Pentecostal/ charismatic Movements. Pentecostal and
charismatic movements, peripheral to “mainline” Christianity in Malawi only a few decades ago

have now moved to the centre of “mainline” Christianity in Malawi.

The movement has found its way into the heart of “mainline” churches thus blurring the sharp

distinction between “mainline” Christiar [/charismatic Christianity in Malawi
especially in the C. C. A. P. Blantyre | I and All Angels Cathedral). It has
caused the “mainline” churches to re spirituality theology, practices and

programmes. Pentecostal and charismatic rrvve become popular almost everywhere

in Malawi. It is a part of the cppygPpE3s rFSyg@Qs ot gen no longer be ignored by
nline” Christianity (Parsitau, D.2006Y.This kind of Christiafiity plays a significant role in the

lives and faith of many Malawians, and informs their religious world view.

This research seeks to understand and examine the challenges is development to African

Christianity, and to find out what lessons can be learned from the challenges identified.
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within their respective churches. They must conduct revivals, seminars and retreats during which

church members must be given opportunity formally to receive Jesus Christ as their Savoir.

- The major methods that Charismatics use in fulfilling their evangelistic task outside their churches
are house to house visitation, open air preaching, and house to house evangelism. Members earmark
a village, town or area in a city and share the gospel with individuals ( personal evangelism).They
stop at various pointé in the area for one person to preach the gospel ( Omenyo 2002: 261).
However, the missionari‘es used similar methods to ensure their success. The question this paper -

focuses on is: why did the Blantyre Syhod, as a “mainline” church, abandon these methods?

According to Paas (2006: 195) the trans] ture into the vernacular language,
Mang’anja, helped to spread the gospel a calpeople were easily evangelized.

Evangelization was carried out in village n... --2h as Domasi, Zomba and Mulanje.

A
Their purpose was to lay foundatiom ﬁwgﬁlﬁv 8?1%% ‘i‘gr)étisg or English one, but a truly

African church, through evangelism (Paas/$0061¢343,

Like Ross, Colvin (1976) also recognized the use of educated Afficans in spreading the gospel who

" worked also as interpreters for the missionaries. An example is glven L of Tom Bokw1to who was an

interpreter of Henry Henderson. He was not just an interpreter; he also translated the scriptures from
English to the locabll Mang’anja language. Colvin (1976) points out how difficult it was to establish
churches in the villages. So, in the case ofJoseph Bismarck who when trying to gather people for a
church service m éome of the villages was threatened by the villagers with violence if they were not
léﬁ alone (Colvin 1976: iii).The first missionaries tried their level best to evangelize the Africans by
going right into the villages. They employed Teachérs/Evangelists; the same person could teach;
‘ pupilé from Monday to Friday and on Sundaywould conduct church services. They opened new b_

centers for church services wherever possible.





















































































The Azusa Street Mission at which the
modern pentecostal movement is said to

: have had its birth
From cover page of Evangel : 2003 '
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campaigns or crusades.

That suggests one reason why Christians are méving to and fro, joining Pentecostal churches and
returning Back to their mother churches. One interviewee from the Blantyre Synod disclosed that in
order to meét the needs of the Christians, the Church has started a special service called
““Contemporary Service” which normally starts at 7 o’clock in the morning every Sunday while
other services are traditional. He emphasized that contemporary service has helped 'thé church
because of the introduction of special class for Bible teaching, and special classes for those who
went to join the Pentecostal and charismatic churches and now they have returned to their mother

church.

- According to Pollick (1978) who wrote :hoose between Contemporary and
Traditional Church services”, he had this to
“Declining membership has remgiped an issye for ﬁany “mainline” Christian denominations.
In an effort to attract and retain Yol¥ige€ bziders)la iumBedafdlturches have begun to offer
separate contemporary services or at lpeth hiawd, scwell cwegemporary elements into their
traditional services. Some have even considered eliminating traditional services altogether in
Javour of the more dynamic and youth oriented contemporary worship style. The results of these
conversions or adaptations however have been decidedly mixed, with some parishioners seeking
out more traditional services elsewhere. Younger members of older congregations have also
migrated towards churches and worship centres with an emphasis on contemporary services and
-which version best addresses your specific needs and life style”.
Therefore, traditional and contemporary services often address different needs for people at
different stages in their lives (if you are a young worker or a young single adult, or with a growing
‘family), you may find the contemporary services offering better fellowship with people, of your
own age, and a more dynamic worship style that fits in well with your own energetic lifestyle. At

| St, Michael’s and All Angels Church a number of church elders attend the contemporary services

which are mostly attended by youth Christian members.

It would appear that traditional and contemporary services address different needs for people at

different stages in their lives. If you are a young worker or a young single adult, or with a ;growing'
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