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RECORDS OF THE CAPE COLONY. 

[ Original. l 
Letter front Sm GEORGE Yo~GE to tltc RIGHT IIoNOURADLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CAPE TOWN, Thursday, Decrmber 12th l?n!l. 

Sm,-I take the opportunity of a Packet being ready to sail 
tomorrow for t. Helena to send this, for the chance of its being 
forwarded to England, just to announce to you our arrival at this 
Place on Monday last the 9th Instant. 

I have not yet seen Major General Dundas, as he is detained 
in the Country on Business, but I have found a Letter which he 
left for me, from whence I have reason to hope the Business he 
is upon will not detain him much longer, and as there will he 
another Opportunity of sending to England in about a Fortnight, 
Ullll I l'lhall by that time have heen able to confer fully with him, 
I chuse to defer all other matters till that time, except mentioning 
the anxious arnl earnest manner in which he presses for the arrival 
of the Heiuforcement of Troops so long promised, and I must beg 
leave to add my most earnest Representations to his on the 
8uhje<·t. 

As to everything else, I am happy to say I find all things as 
Well as I could e. pert, and thu Revenues I understand are 
gra<lually improving. But on this and all other matters I shall 
have an opportunity of touching fully in my next Dispatch. 

I haYo &c. 

(Signed) GEO. Yo~GF.. 

l 11 , ll 

 

 



2 Records of the Cape Colony. 

[Copy.] 

PROCLAMATION 

By His Exrcllcncy Sm GEORGE Yo::WE, Baronrt, Knight of the 
most Honorable Order of the Buth, One of His :Majesty's most 
Honorable Privy Council, Gol!Crnor and Commander in Chirf 
of His Mujesty's Castle, Tou·n & Settlement of the Cape of Good 
Hope in South Africa and of the Territories & Dcpe1ulencics 
thereof, and Ordinary & Vice Admiral of the same. 

Whereas His Majesty by Letters Patent hearing date at "\Vest­
minster the Sixth day of April One thousand seven hundred. and 
Ninety nine has been graciously pleased. to nominate an<l. appoint 
me Governor & Commander in Chief of this Colony with the 
Territories & Dependencies thereof, I Jo therefore by virtue of 
these Presents, as the lawful Representative of His Majesty 
George the thircl, King of Great Britain, France ancl Ireland, 
&c., &c., &c., and Sovereign of this Settlement, in His Majesty's 
name command and require of all an<l. every one of the In­
habitants of this Colony to renew, as is customary uncler all 
changes of Oovernors, their Oath of Allegiance and Fidelity, on 
the days and in the manner hereafter prescrihecl, viz.-

All Persons holding any place of Trust within the saicl Settle­
ment are hereby calletl upon and ret1uirerl to take ancl suhscriLe 
the proper Oaths whieh (1ualify them for the same, that is to say, 
those within the Cape Town on tho 24th clay of this present 
month of December, in the Castle of Good Hope in my presence, 
all other Inhabitants of the Cape Town and the Distril't thereof 
from the Date of these presents till tho 1st February 1800 in tho 
Castle of Good Hope, Letween the hours of from ten to twelve 
Oclock in the presence of the Secretary of ihc ( 'olony. 

Those within the District of Stellenbosdt, Paarl & Dmkeustein, 
&c., before the Lanclro:;t arnl Hecmra(leu at the Drostdy on sueh 
clays as shall be appointed by the sai(l Landrost. 

~l'hose of Swellenuam arnl of Oraaff Heinel, before their seYeral 
Lanurosts all(l Magistrates, in SU(•lt manner as shall he preseriued, 
and at such times as shall lw fixed and ui.ttle kno,vn to them Ly 
their respective Magistrates. 

 

 



Records of the Cape Colony. 3 

And to prevent any doubt which might take place on this head, 
it is hereby dedared that all Persons whateYer having permission, 
au,l continuing to resi<le in this Colony and thereby to enjoy His 
1\1ajesty's protection, who shall have attained their sixteenth year, 
are hereby called upon and rer1uired to take and subscribe the 
aforesai<l Oath of Allegiance and Fidelity. And further as it 
may sometimes happen that women may be considered as the 
hea,ls of Families, although they do not individually take the 
Oath hereby required, yet nevertheless they are to be considered 
a,; having virtually acceded thereto, and will be liable to all 
l>eualties attached to the Crime of Treason, in case of any act 
being committed contrary to the allegiance they have sworn or 
acceded to. 

Uiven under my Hand and Seal at the Castle of Good Hope 
this 18th day of December 1799. 

(Signed) 

[Copy.] 

PROCLAMATION 

Ey MA,JOR GENERAL DUNDAS. 

GEO. YONGE. 

\Vhereas some further arrangements are still necessary to be 
made in onlcr to restore the Inhabitants af Zwellendam & Graaff 
Heinet to a state of perfect security and lasting peace, as well as 
for e!;tahlishing upon a secure foundation the general tranquillity 
of sueh parts of the Colony as have been recently disturbed, His 
Honor the Lieutenant Governor has judged it expedient, in con­
secpieuce of his own pre once being become indispensahly neces­
llary at Capo Town, to nominate and appoint during his absence 
lI. '. D. Maynier, Esqn, to he Rmii<lent Commissioner and 
811J>etilltendont of public affairs within the forementioned Districts 
of. Zwellemlam & Graaff Heinet, he the said H. C. D. Maynier 
h•mg invested by virtue of this proclamation with power & 
:~uihority to i~suc such onlers & directions as may appear requisite 
for tho good Government of the said Districts & for the proper 

B 2 

 

 



4 Records of the Cape Colony. 

administration of Justice therein, & all persons Civil & Military 
His Britannic Majesty's suhjects are hereby required sevemlly 
arnl resperti vely to obey the saiJ faynier, whose orders shall be 
of the s,tme Yalidity or .Force as those issued by the Lieutenant 
GoYernor himself. 

Given under my Hand this 25th day of December Anno 
Domini 1799. 

(Signed) F. DUNDAS. 

[Original.] 

Letter from VICE ADMIRAL CURTIS to EVAN NEPEAN, EsQRE. 

Lancaster IN TABLE BAY 

CAPE OF Goon HoPE, 28th December 1799. 

SIR,- Since my Letter of the 11th instant I have thoroughly 
inspected such of the Na val Buildings as remain, and except the 
Mast House they are in a most ruinous condition. The Report 
of a Survey of them has by the Naval Storekeeper been sent to 
the Navy Board, and probably to their Lordships also by Captain 
Boyles; and I helieve the Report of Survey to be perfectly just, 
I understand all the Buildings referred to above were condemned 
by the Dutch Twelve years ago. The Walls of the Buildings are 
made after the manner generally adopted here, which is, that as 
Lime is extremely dear, they substitute moistened earth in the 
place of Mortar, and the preservation of the \Valls so constructed 
is by plaistering them over to keep out the rain, so that when the 
plaistering is damaged, the substitute they use for Mortar washes 
out, and the Wet getting to the Bricks, which are ill burnt, arnl 
in all respects of a very bad quality, the materials of the Walls 
become rotten. This is the state of the \\' alling, hut props are 
placed where they can be useful. The Hoofs are kept tight, and 
the Rafters have shores under them to support. Some outside 
Plaistering I have ordered to he applied where it was ro<1uirod, 
whirh I shall continue to do as occasion may require, and 
particularly before the next rainy Season sets in. that no more 
of those BuilJings which do remain may fall, if it is possible to 
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prevent it. Nothing more can be done to preserve them than 
what I have mentioned, for as to any effectual Repair, they are 
for the reasons before assigned totally incapable of it. And the 
erecting New Buildings, even on a Plan of no more extent than 
when the place fell into our hands, would at all times cost a great 
sum of Money, but in the present state of things the expence 
would be immense. I hope therefore (though I cannot promise 
it) that we shall be able to struggle on, until the time arrives 
when it shall finally be determined what establishments must be 
made at the Cape of Good Hope. 

I mentioned in my Letter of the 11th instant that the Naval 
Yard was on the open Beach, without any kind of enclosure, and 
accessible to all manner of Persons, and that therefore by Theft, 
and various other ways, His Majesty's Service exceedingly suffered. 
The Officers of the Yard have made a representation to me there­
upon; and agreeing with them entirely in opinion, I mean as soon 
as other works will admit, to set up Pallisades so as to obviate the 
mischief to the Service which the Yard Officers have so properly 
pointed out, and I hope the measure will meet their Lordships 
approbation. I am &c. 

(Signed) ROGER CURTIS. 

[Original.] 

Letter from the Consistory of the Lutheran Church in Capetown to 
Sm GEORGE YONGE. 

HooG EDELE GESTRJ<~NGE HEER! -Nadien het Uw Excell. 
goedgunstig heeft bchaagd aan ons te communiceeren onder­
scheidene Papieren betrekkeliJk de beroepinge van een Predikant 
Voor ouzo Gemeento tor opvolginge van wijlen den Eerw. Heer 
Kolver; zo hebben wij de Eer daarop te zeggen, dat wij ons ten 
uitersten verpligt gevoelen over de moeijte die Uw Excell. de 
bijzondere Goedheid heeft gehad ten voorsz. opzigte voor onze 
Gerneente to neomon, on dat wij geen oogenblik zouden hesiteeren 
do Propositie van ecn J>redikant uit Hanover te beroepen dank­
baarlijk te adoptccron, zo wij niot allc reden haddon te verwagtcn 
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dat de door ons reeds heroepene Eerw. Heer Griescnhcek, vnn 
Utrecht, ons beroep aanneemen en in staat weezen zal de nodigo 
bPwijzen omtrent deszo1fs Character aan den Heer Secretaris van 
Staat Dundas te produceeren. 

Uit welken hoofde het dus niot voor ons randzaam is voor als 
nog een antler Pre<likant to bcroepen, als l)i,izornloro zorg dionenclo 
te dragon dat wij lliet door eenige oYorhaastingo Twee Prc<likanton 
bekomon die ons :Fonds niet zoudo toolaatcn to imlariecron. 

\Vij neemen derhal ven de vrijhoiJ. U w Excell. te verzoeken 
omme aan ons, met betrekking tot cenige venlere dedaratio 
omtrent eenig Predikant uit IIanoYer zo lang uit~tel to ·willen 
verleenen tot dat wij zekerhei1l behlJen erlangd dat wij onzo Yoorsz. 
naar Holland verzonJ.ene Brieven geen Pre<likant van daar to 
verwagten is, te mcer omdat door zijne Edelheid den Heer Luil. 
Gouverneur aan ons vcrgund is geworclcn den Eerw. Hoer Haas, 
die in deszelfs passagie uit InJ.ia naar Europa alhier in J anual'ij 1.1. 
aanland<le en thans als l're<likant bij onze Gemeente mot we<ler­
zijdsch Genoegen, dog in het hoog duitsch, fungeert, zo lango 
alhier aan te houden tot dat een antler Predikaut, do hollandscho 
Taal magtig, uit Europa aankomen zal. 

Wij hebben de eer aan U w Excell alle heil en een voorspoedige 
Regeering toe te wenschen, ons en onze Gemeente in Hoogueswlfa 
vernoegen en Protectie te recommanueeren, en met diepsten Eeruie<l 
te zijn &c. 

( Geteekend) C. MATTIIIESSEN, president, 
J. G. l\-1ADEH, 

u. F. GEH\[AN, 

J. U. Loos, 
U. G. Ilomrn, 
S. LElBBR.\NlJT. 

CABo DE GOEDE llooP, <lm 28 Dec. 1790. 
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LCopy.] 

List of Ships' Arrivals at the ('ape ftoni l April to 
31 December 1799. 

Ilate. 

April 4 
1)1) ,, ........ 

,, 2:l 
28 

M'.;y :\ 
" a 
,, 18 
,, 2t 
,, 26 

" :io 
" :11 

Juno 12 
,, 15 
,, 17 
,, 18 
,, 18 
,, ~a 
,, 2:1 

~7 
Jt{Iy HJ 
Aug. 2\) 
Sept. G 

,, n 
,, 12 
,, 1~ 
,, 1~ 
,, 15 
,, 20 
,, 20 

1)•) ,, ....... 
,, ~l 
,, 2·1 
,, 2-1 
,, 2B 

27 
odt. 3 

" 4 
,, 10 

" 
" 

Hi 
1\) 

1\1 
•>r. ,, .... ,) 

" 
" 

:\ 
(j 

Name. 

Rai11h11 dos .Anja· 
1 lenrfrtfi, 
Crown Prine, ss 
'J'ritun 
Barnwell 
Cor1111• ,/lis 
aeoryina 
Ft1tlll!f 

London 
Ro1·l,urk 
l,',l111/msr11d1• 
J"uuug Xiclwlas 
Uharlutte 
:i'l11"ee llrutlwrs 
Christiwi 
Winthrop a11d Jfary 
Loui,1n 
/l'c11111x 
Roeskilde 
Vi,111,-rne 
Britannia 
Thetis 
.AS/It 
Britannia 
Britannia 
lteyulus 
Betsy 
Jhrninbo11ry 
• I tlautir. 
l'c11s1·1111 nto 
J,fm·i,111a 
White lwyle 
1 fo[>e 
,lolu1111111 
Ora11f &l«mmdman 
,Ycpo11s1l 
William and Jlcnry 
lri., 
<Jorn u•allis 
Siura J,,011e 
(){de11b11ry 
flt1111,11h 

l'rinrcss Lunisa ,111gustu 
..111111,is 
I 11t,,n l'astlc 
llty11/11 

Where from. 

Hio J:meiro 
<'hina. 
Copenhagen 
:;\,faclras 
China 
1\1:Hlras 
~t. Helena 
l'ortsmc.,uth 
England 
Lisbon 
Bourhon 
Englarnl 
'open hagen 

Bunlieu.· 
llcncraJ 

D7l. 
Bmnbay 
Isle of France 
Copenhagen 
Norway 
l )clagoa. ]fay 
]lomhay 
London 
l~i~hing 
Lornlon 

Do. 
Batavia 
C1)1>Cnlut~cn 
:!\cw York 
Jlio, aneiro 
Copenhagen 

Do. 
Calcutta. 
Copenhagen 

Do. 
Boston 
lleng:ll 
:\la,lcira. 
~ladms 
l lclagoa. Bay 
'opc11hngeu 

11 ·n":ll 
Copenhagen 

Natl11nality. 

l'ortu•,ueRC 
Danii<l1 

Do. 
Engli8h 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
llo. 
Do. 

American 
French 
English 
Dauish 
l'ruHsian 
llarnburg 
.American 
English 
French 
Danish 

])o. 
English 

Do. 
Do . 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

.American 
Dane 
.American 
Hpanish 
Danish 

Do. 
Eugli!--h 
Danish 

Do. 
A1ntrican 

l>o. 
Do. 

English 
Do. 

Danish 
American 
Daaibh 
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Dai.. 

Nov. 6 . 
,, 10 
,, 16 . 
,, 16 . 

" 
17. 

" 
19 

" 
24 

" 
26 

Dec. 6 

" 
7 

,, 9 

" 
9 

" 
9 

" 
9 

" 
9 

" 
9 

" 
9 

" 
14 

" 
16 

" 
24 

" 
25 

" 
25 

" 
25 

" 
25 

" 
25 

" 
26 

" 
30 

" 
30 

" 
30 

Records of the Cape Colony. 

List of Ships' Arrivals, etc.-Continued, 

Name. Where freim. 

Vennerne 
Rosea Prize 
Flower of the Sea 
Jefferson 
Notre Dame de Carmel 
Fatherland Batavia 
Georgina Ht. Helena 
Eliza Boston 
Debora Copenhagen 
Friend5hip Cork 
Amelia London 
Pitt Do. 
Highland Lass Do. 
Houghton Do. 
Queen England 
Chesterfield Do. 
Rambler Do. 
Catharina Anna Batavia 
Escape Bengal 
New Zealand Plettenberg's Bay 
Vertrouw Do. 
William Young Saldanba Bay 
Coromandel Madras 
Christianus Septimus Copenhagen 
Africa Madagascar 
Molly Batavia 
Sir Edward Hughes Madras 
Dublin Do. 
Calcutta Do. 

[Copy.l 

PROCLAMATION 

By Srn GEORGE Yo::-iaE, Baronet, &c., &c. 

Natlonall\y. 

Danish 
Englis!J 
American 
lhniHh 
English 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
no. 
Do. 
Do. 

Hamburg 
English 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

Danish 
French 
American 
English 

Do. 
Do. 

Whereas His Honor the Lieutenant Governor Major General 
Francis Dundas has thought proper to issue a proclamation bearing 
date the 25th December 179\J wherein he has nominated and 
appointed II. C. D. Maynier, ERqre., to be Resident Commissioner 
and superintendent of the public affairs of the respective Districts 
of Zwellendam & Graaff Rcinet, as in and by the said proclamation 
reference thereto being had will more fully and at large appear, 

• 
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saving always the usual and orclinary functions and duties of the 
respective existing Landdrosts of the two districts before m&n­
tioned; and whereas the said Lieutenant Governor has thought fit 
to transmit to me copies of the said proclamation and of the 
Letters of Notification written to the respective L:mddrosts con­
cerning the same, for approbation. It is hereby ordered, signified, 
and declared that the said Letters and prodamation are fully and 
entirely approved, ratifie1l, and confirmed. in every respect, in like 
manner as if the same had been issued by me. 

And of this all manner of persons subjects of His Britannic 
Majesty and resident in the Cape Town and the Colony and 
Territories thereto belonging are to take notice, and therein as well 
the respective Landdrosts of the Colony as all Magistrates and 
other persons Civil & Military whatsoever are to be aiding and 
assisting, and they are hereby required severally and respectively 
to obey the said l>roclamation in every respect whatever. 

Given under my Hand & Seal at the Castle of Good Hope the 
1st of January 1800. 

(Signed) GEO. YONGE. 

[Original.] 

Letter froni VICE ADMIRAL CURTIS to Sm GEORGE YONGE. 

ADMIRALTY IIousE, CAPE' TOWN, 1st January 1800. 

Sm,-On the part of myself, the Captains, Officers, and every 
person belonging to His Majesty's Ships upon this Station, I beg 
Your Excellency's acceptance of the sincerest acknowledgements 
for the favour of your Letter dated the 30th Ultimo, relative to the 
opinions of the Crown Lawyers which have been taken in England 
on the subject of certain Prize Goods brought to the Cape of Good 
Hope. 
. These Opinions have been maturely perused by us, and it is 
lmpossible to describe the sorrow and dismay we feel on the 
occasion ; because it was never imagined that the importation of 
Prize Goods was within the meaning and operation of the Acts and 
Authorities quoted by the Crown Lawyers, but that they were 
formed solely Lo preserve the East Indit~ Company from the 
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mJuries it would sustain by Jlrrca11tilr. Traffick. Anil I Reem to 
have ground for so understamling these authoriticR, hecause on the 
28th Decemher 17%, the date of the Onler in Coundl referren to 
by the Crown Lawyers, there was no Vice Atlmiralty Court 
existing in this Colony, and consef]_nently Pri:r r:oo,l,~ could not at 
that time be in contemplation. In the \Yest Irnlies, I am informed, 
the Legal restraints for the protection of the immunities of the 
East India Company do not attaeh to I'ri:1· Uuod.~, lmt il\.\t tht!Y 
are importecl ancl sold for the benefit of the Captors though " of tlw 
Growth and ~fonufacture of Countries to the Eastward of the Cape 
of Good Hope." Indeed, so far as we have hail opportunity of 
obtaining information, it appears in the Tenor and l'ractiee of the 
whole Hotly of Revenue Law, Exemption is so expressed, or 
implied, that the prineiple thereof is adoptecl, an<l acted upon in 
favour of rrizc Goods, "Clouds taken upon the Ren." 

Your Excellency may well imagine the nature of our feelings at 
finding, that at this distant Colony, we are deprived of the privi­
leges enjoyed by our Hrethercn in every other part of the \Vorld. 
\Ve receive OrJcrs and Instructions to destroy the Commerce of 
the Enemy, and to prevent illicit Trade. If we disobey the,;c 
Orders and Instructions, we are punishable for such disohetlience, 
and if we conform to them, situated as we are, we are lialJle to he 
itttcrly ruined in our I>ri rnto .Fortunes. Any Prizes made 1,y U!'\, 

or any suspicious Vessel whieh we may detain for adjudication, we 
are oblige<! l1y Law, uncler heavy rcnally, to bring it into this un­
friendly Port (the seat of the nearest Vice Aclmiralty Court), arnl 
where we nrc prohihitctl from vending tho Property we have taken 
from the Enemies of our Country, in obe,licnce to om Orders, and 
at the risk of our Li ,·es. If it l,c unquestionable that Prizo ( :oods 
may not he sold here, our case is truly di C'Ouraging arnl dl'plor,tl,le. 
\Ve may in the discharge of our l>uty pos es· onr ehes of the 
Goods of the Enemy, a]l(l ,re may in olJetlienec to onr I lnlL•n; 
acquire the same from the illicit Tradt•r, all of whieh 1,y the Bounty 
of our RoYcreian after condemnation becomes our lt'gal l'rnpcrt •. 
But in our unhappy itna(il)fl, it is to he . ai1l to ns, tlw Bounty of 
your King slta1l lie rendered unavailing to yon, the l'roperly whieh 
shall be adjuclge<l to you by legal condpmnlltion . hall rot in your 
possession, for you hall dispose of it in no manner wlwtewr. 
Indeed, such is the peculiar hardship of our situation, that the 
being thus cut o!T from the honourable atlvantngc of our profc ion 
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(gri von~ ns it is to u ) i-; tho lea~t of the har1l,-hips which prc~s 
upon mt Rnppo. ea valuable Prize is cornlemned to us here, from 
which adjucli ttion an appenl i::: mado to the ( 'ourt in Englancl­
ancl as ,rn cannot cli po. e of the carno, in order to lodge the nett 
}>roe •e1l · to await the final 1le1·i. ion, we must keep it on our hall<lS 
in the hope that the hour will arrhe when we shall have mil1ler 
trl'atmrnt; but while we wait the happy d1·1.ngo in our favour the 
Car,.:o pcri~hcs, arnl finully the came i" gi, 1•11 ngain ·tu~, and resti­
tution onlere1L In this ca"e ,ve mu;,t ell<l our <lnys in l'ri. on, a· 
the eon· •11ue11ce of having faithfully perl'onne1l our duty; fur we 
, hall 11:LYC nothing to restor but the stinking Remains of a 
l'ori hed Car••o. I :-Jl •ak now conformahh· to the !'ertain effect of 

0 • 

the striet Letter of lh1• Or1lcr of Coun ·il ~Hlh lll'cembor l 7(l(j ; lrnt 
in the opinion gi,·en on the ca e hy the rown Lawyer:;, they 
admit" it is a q11 ~tivn of som1 diJliculty, e"pecially if the Sale i • 
1n·op1114e1l to be for the con 11111ption at tltt ()(!pc." This nvowe<l 
dilliculty, the cspeci·1l tli. tinction tlH•y make between exportation 
nn1l Colonial con umptio11, and the lc:-s rigi1l sentiments thl'Y after­
wards c.·press, ilHlnce me to hope that in the Article of l'ri:c 
(,'ourl ·, (which as ha bol'n hefore 1,hewn could not have been in 
cont •mp lat ion when the Onlcr of Council pa:-seu) \\ e shall not he 
ernshe<l Ly a 1·igi1l a1lhcrcncc to lit •ml expression, but that tho 
spirit of ,Justic, will 01JCrate in our favour. ·we expect this thu 
lllore confidently, b •eau.· • the lat• Uovcrnor Lord lfacartney di<l 
nftcr tho matun•st 1leliL •mt ion permit in the case:; of tho l'rizes 
11°11 an1l Zcilla11d their 'arnoes (thoucrh of tho C:rowth and 
Manufacture of Cm;ntri • Eu,-t° of the Ca17e ot nood Hope) to be 
sol1l in part for consumption horc and i11 part fur Exportation. 

_Admitting for the :-akc of argument, that J>ri:1 C:ooils of Conn­
tn1 tu lho East\\anl of the Cape of 00011 Hupe cannot legally he 
solil at thi 1ilacl' wo cannot avoid thin kin•• it woultl ill become 

' 0 

the \Ven.1th alHl Cr,mdeur of the East, India ompany to p•r:i ·tin 
oppo ing the suppo. •d ri!Jhl~ of their Ch/lrfrr to our daim f r 
cum1non ju lice, the claim of :'\!en who acquire the Property they 
nro forbi1l to ell \I hil t, th v nre 1iroll\cti1111 the ::;1ti1i, of tl1u 
{' ' • 0 
. 1'. 11~]Jany from tl10 g1,t p of the E11e11,y, and in the pre, ention of 
llhctt Tm1lu,. o detrimon1al lo its l11ten tq, For, our hei1w per­
~ni_tt<'1l to Yen<l onr l'rizu 0001! hore, would !'omparatively no more 
111.1 1~n• I he imm •11 e concern. of the Eu t India 'ompan ', than tho 
takJll,, a drop of \\'at~r frnm th < l!'can would 1lerroa • its depth. 
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Thus, in behalf of myself ancl my Bretheren, have I endeavoured 
to impress your Excellency with a just iclea of the peculiar hard­
ships the Naval Officers and Men upon this Station labour Ull(1er. 
'\Ve wish to infringe the immunities of no Man, or body of Men; 
but we cannot bear grievances wiLhout complaint. We claim the 
protection of your Excellency, as far as by a liberal construction 
of Authorities you may be able to protect us; and we have the 
fullest confidence we shall receive from you every a~sistance in our 
distresses, which it is in your power to afford. Knowing, as you do, 
the truth of our representations, feeling for us, as you must every 
moment that the hardships we labour under recur to your recol­
lection, we not only confide in your Protection here, but that we 
shall be also honoured with your cordial ond strenuous support 
with His Majesty's Ministers at home. I have &c. 

(Signed) ROGER CURTIS. 

[Original.] 

Letter from VICE ADMIRAL CURTIS to EVAN NEPEAN, EsQRE. 

Lancaster, TABLE BAY, 

CAPE OF Goon ROPE, 4th January 1800. 

Srn,-In my Letter of the 12th ultimo I informed their Lord­
ships of the arrival here of L'Oiscau, and transmitted at the same 
time an account of her then discovered defects. I have since 
caused her to be regularly surveye,l by the proper Officers, assisted 
by the Captains of the Lancaster and Jupiter, and a copy of their 
Report on the state of the Ship I herewith enclose for their Lord­
ships' information. Such being her condition, it is my intention 
to dispatch her for England at such time that she may arrive there 
in the most favourable part of the Summer; though she may be 
sent a month earlier or later from hence th:i.n I at present intend, 
in case I should find it expedient either to hasten or postpone her 
sailing, for putting under her protection any homeward bound Ships 
requiring Convoy. 

The Cnnicl arrived here from Saldanha Ray on the 18th ultimo. 
She must have a new Mizcn :\fast, in consequence of the present 
Mast having had a 24-pound Shot pass through it in the action the 
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Rattlesnake and her sustained with the French Frigate in Algoa 
Bay. Her Foremast is also wounded, but reparable, and she has 
also some lesser defects, all of which shall be made good as soon as 
possible. The ordet from their Lordships to the late Commander 
in Uhief on this Station relative to the Camel and JVoolicich, 
expressing solely that he was to take these Ships under bis 
command, without containing any direction that he was to send 
them home when their cargoes were taken out, I find that doubts 
have been entertained here whether they were meant to remain on 
this Station or return to England. The Woolwich I understand 
Went home because of her defects ; and the Camel was employed 
on carrying Troops and Stores up the East Coast, in consequence 
of the disturbances in that part of the Colony. Being however of 
opinion it was never meant these Store Ships should remain here, 
I mean to order home the Camel as soon as conveniently may be, 
and shall send in her Old Stores, Invalids, Prisoners of War, &c., 
making her further useful in the passage as protection for a convoy, 
if occasion should require. 

The Lower :Masts of the Jupiter are compleated and got in, and 
I trust she will soon be got ready for Sea, when I shall send her 
to visit the Eastern Coast of the Colony, where some disturbances 
have lately existed, it being thought that her appearance will have 
a good effect on the discontented, as well as give countenance to 
the Troops stationed in those parts of the Settlement; and where 
also it is become expedient to send her, on account of the French 
having visited that Coast since the troubles broke out in that 
Quarter. We have the Rattlc.sna'fce in hand ; a new Main Mast 
and Bowsprit have been made and got in, and the repair of her 
Decks and other defects is going forward. As she has been 
Coppered between Nine and Ten years, much of it is worn off, and 
the remaining in very bad condition. As well therefore for the 
P1eservation of her Bottom from the Worm, as the rendering her 
lllore fit for service, it is at present my intention, as soon as she is 
Inatle ready for it, to order her to Saltlanha Bay, heave her down, 
properly caulk and new copper her, which operations as she is a 
strong Vessel will put her in a perfect state for sen-ice. So much 
Work has been upon our hands, I have not as yet been able to 
~ause a minute inspection to be made into the Defects of the Hope 
in Simon's Bay. The Euphrosyne is in the same predicament, but 
as she is here, I shall turn my attention to her the moment other 
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more serious duties respecting the repairs of the Squadron will 
permit. 

The Adamant I find in July last ran upon a Tiock going into 
St. Augustine's Bay on the Coast of l\fa(lagascar, atHl in conse­
quence thereof matle near three feet water in an honr for five honrs 
after she was got off. The Leak then gradually <lecrPased to four 
or five inches an hour, which diminution, lJy Heport of the Survey 
then held upon her, was attributed to dirt or sea weed being forced 
by the \Vater into the Leak, but doubts were then entertained 
whether it was safe for her to leave the Bay. Rhe was huwever 
afterwartls sent from hence with the Tremend011s to cruize off 
Mauritius, and I am anxious for her arrival, which I (laily expect, 
that I may be informed of the state of the above mentioned Defect. 
When the Oiseau and Camel Store Ship shall have left me, my 
Squadron will be reduced to the 

Lancaster, 
Tremendous, 
.J11piter, 
Adamant, 
Rattle.make, repairing. 
Star Brig, 
Hope, unfit for service, and deeme<l too hrul to he repaired. 
E11phros!Jne Brig, at present unfit for service, wanting repair. 
1Jiu11icde, expected here from China. 
i11i11cri111sc, expectetl. here from China. 
Eraavc, in India. 

This statement of the diminution of the Rqna1lro11 from what 
was heretofore its force, arnl the pre!',enL condition of Ronie of the 
Ships and Vessels, \\·ill I lnnnl,ly presume induce their Lunlships 
to encreagc my numbers. 

It is necessary to watch the motions of the Enemy at ~famitim1, 
as well to be a check upon the PrivatPcrs there fitted out for the 
annoyance of the Indian Trade; arnl Hince the 1listmliances which 
took place upon the Eastern Coasts of this Colony, it is also l>erome 
expe1lieut more particularly to have an eye to that part of the 
Settlement, for it has appcare11 the knowleclge of the discontents 
drew the attentions of the French, in the hopp tlwy reasonably 
entertainell of being al>le to foment the same. For these purpo. es, 
the expediency of having something in PorL for eventual calls, arnl 
considering the length of passa"'.e from hence to Mauritius, I think 
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it "ill appear to their Lordships I have not a sufficient number of 
hips, were they alt in good collllition, to make occasional changes 

of them for lhese ·everal purposes. It is supposed a corvette 
which was attached to ).fauritius has ueen dispatched to Europe, 
and it has 1ieen ima«ine<l to make known the tlisturbance which 
e.·isted in the Easten7 parts of this Uoluny, but which I under.:;tand 
are now nearly at an cn<l, if not perfectly so. 

The l/11Jf!1lo Armed Ship from .Xew South \Vales arrive<l here on 
the ltilh ultimo, for the purpo'c of prol'uring Cattle for the Colony 
and various Artieles of Stores. She will uo ready to sail on her 
return thither in a few days. Dispatches for England from 
Covcrnor Hunter arc l0tlcred wilh me and will uc sent home the 
fir~t suilaule opportunity. I am &c. 

(Signed) lloGER CURTIS. 

[Original.] 

Lctftr fro11L }.L\JOR GE .• Ell\L Du.·n.\8 to Rm GEORGE YoXGE. 

l!'oBT FREDERICK, .ALGOA BAY, G Jawy. 1 00. 

Sm,-I <lo myself the houor of reportin~, what it affords me 
llluch pleasmc to comrnm1icat • to your E,·eellcncy, that tho 
mifurtuHate public disorder', which have for some time past 
prevaile1I in the l>i trict of (haalf l~einet, ,d1ieh lately threatened 
in their wol>alile cffeet · the total de:-struetion of the Colony, are 
apparently crnshe1l hy the c01H'iliatory means employed for that 
p11rpo o, nor <lo I l'<meein,, that there is any rea 011 to apJll"ehend 
;~ rell(rnal of tli~lurl,anl'c (unle s 111 rha11s instigatCll hereafter l1y a 
lor ·i:,.;n Enelll:r) either on the part of the Dutch Inhal1itants 
them eht•~, or the Calfres or Ilollenlot' ,rho i11h:tl1it, thi~ UistricL; 
as l i,t•r 1uule my.elf the measures will lie cmrie1l into cffoct, 
whi1·h arc ea1e1 lated to pruwnt them, l><·in" ise11sible, however, 
Y'.at !iomclhing fmther must hl• 1lo1w without tlelay, 011 the part 

0 1 l,o\Pl"llllle11t, to ob,i,ttc future 'ala111itie!i, proliauly iUJilar 
Lu tliose "·hi, h h:tw re1·c11tly o ·e111Tl'tl. 

, The C\ e11ts which have fr~quently liappc11e1l, iu co11~e<1ucncc 
<JI the 1:rn less aml di orderly eondud of the people, who inhabit 
the di lant parts of this Culony, which h:n l' proved so injurious 
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to the repose of the Country at large, have evinced the necessity 
for introducing into this District particularly a more strict ad­
ministration of public Justice, together with such new Regulations, 
or Laws, as seem to me necessary, in order to restrain the unruly 
Classes of people dwelling here; for I must observe to your 
Excellency, that to the habits of licentiousness injustice and cruelty 
of the white Inhabitants, with the system of oppression, under 
which the native Hottentots of the Colony have lived, and the 
injuries the Caffres have sometimes sustained, many of the evils, 
or insurrections, here are to be ascribed, therefore, I am decidedly 
of opinion, that unless Justice is enforced with more strictness, 
than has hitherto been done, in all the dealings of the different 
descriptions of Inhabitants with each other, the general tranquillity 
cannot be placed upon a footing of perfect security. 

I have already begun to establish here, such Regulations as my 
local knowledge, or experience, has convinced are reciuisite, as well 
to restore, as to preserve peace, and shall endeavour to make such 
temporary arrangements, as the general and individual safety of 
the Inhal.Jitants and their property appear to me to require, before 
I have the pleasure of seeing your Excellency in Cape Town, 
where I shall take the earliest opportunity of stating to you, all 
the Circumstances which have occurred here, meaning at the same 
time to offer my sentiments, as to the very important suuject, the 
preservation of good order in this District, with which, in my 
opinion, the welfare of the settlement of the Cape of Good Hope 
is intimately connected, and upon which the prmiperity of the 
King's Government, in this part of the worl1l, greatly depends. 

Having made peace with the ~itvages, and pacified the l [ottentots, 
and. having also established a J\Iilitary Post at Algoa Hay (named 
Fort }'rederick in honor of IIis Hoyal }fo,]mess The J)uke of York) 
in order, by the presence of the Troops, to awe the tnrbuknt 
Dutch lllhal.Jitants, and for the 1mrpose of sustaining the Ci,il 
:Magistrate in the execution of his office, I feel no louger any 
anxiety, relative to the suceess of the troublesome arnl fatiguing 
service which has for some time past engaged me, in this di~tant 
part of the Country, conse<1ueutly, it is rny intention to return, as 
soon as possil.Jle, to Cape Town, which I hope to he able to reach 
in the space of Ten or Twelve days, when it will lJe incumueut on 
me to lay Lefore your Excellency, a farther detail of 1i:trticularn 
respecting the conduct of our alfairs here; and will take the liberty 
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of submitting to your consideration, such things as may have 
occurred to me relative to them; with a view to contribute, as 
llluch as po~ ible in my power, to the success of your Excellency's 
Administration, and the honor and advantage of His Majesty's 
Government. I have &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

[Original.] 

Letter Jro1n VICE ADMIRAL Curnrs to EVAN NEPEAN, EsQRE. 

Lancasler, TABLE BAY, 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, Gth Jany. 1800. 

Sm,-IIis Excellency, ir George Yonge, the Governor of this 
Colony, ha\ ing had the goodness to submit to my perusal the 
Opinions of the Crown Lawyers in England, dated the 2nd of 
August last, upon the subject of certain Prize Goods brought into 
the Cape of Good Hope, and desiring to have my ohservations 
thereon, I enclose herewith for their Lordships information a 
Copy of the Letter I wrote to His Excellen9y on that occasion. 
1 lmdenitarnl this subject has been submitted to the notice of 
their Lol'<lships by the Judge of the Admiralty Court at this 
Jilace. The hard. hips we lal1our under, heing detailed in the 
ahove mcntione<l Letter to Sir George Yonge, it seems unnecessary 
herein to repeat them; and I have only thereupon to offer on 
mine own part, as well as on the part of the Captains, Otncers and 
~1en m1<ler my cornmarnl, the most humble and pressin~ solicita­
ti:m that their Lordships will 110 ple::uie<l to take our peculiar and 
<hstrP:-,si ng situation iuto their cousideration and cause us, in 
re.-pect to the ~ale of Prize Uo0<ls, to he put on the same footing t Ulh antage a. enjoyed by our Brethren in every other part of 
he W 01hl. I am t ·e. 

(Signed) noaw Cu1ms. 

lll, I' 
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l Original.] 

Letter from VICE ADMIRAL CURTIS to EVAN NEPEAN, ESQUE. 

Lancaster, TABLE BAY, 

CAPE OF Goon HorE, 6th Jany. 1800. 

Sm,-The Court Martial upon the surviving Officers and Men 
of the Sceptre was held the 14th Ultimo. The Officers will return 
to England as opportunity may offer, and the Men will be dis­
tributed among the Ships of the Squadron as occasion may require. 

A very dangerous Mutiny having been discovered on board 
His Majesty's Sloop the Hope, one of the Vessels belonging to this 
Station, when off the Coast of Madagascar in the month of May 
last, and no opportunity of bringing the offenders to Trial having 
sooner occurred, a Court Martial sat upon Twenty-two of them on 
the 2nd and 3rd Instant. Their Lordships will see that the Court 
sentenced Five to suffer Death, but recommended one of them, 
viz. Joseph Peters, as a fit object for mercy. The other Four 
named in the Sentence were executed yesterday morning on board 
the Lancaster. I shall suspend the execution of Joseph Peters 
that His Majesty's pleasure, through their Lordships, may be 
signified to me ; for though it has been the practice of some 
Commanders in Chief to grant J!'ree Pardons under similar 
circumstances, I do not conceive I am legally possessed of any 
such Authority. 

Mutiny is a Crime of a nature so dangerous to the State, and 
upon the legal conviction of which, example is in my opinion so 
indispensably necessary, that I think I should have failed in my 
duty had I in the case of these unhappy Men arrested the course 
of Justice. I am &c. 

(Signed) ROGER CURTIS. 
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[Original.] 

Lcttrr fro1n BnIGADIER GENERAL FRASER to the IlIGITT 

HoxoURABLE HENRY DUNDAS. 

19 

CAPE OIi' Goon HOPE, January the f!th 1800. 

Sm,-When Major General Dundas, on account of the disturb­
ances on the confines of the Colony and the hostile appearance of 
the Caffres, judged it proper to take the Field, he left in my charge 
the care of His Majesty's interests here, and from that circum­
stance it is incumbent upon me to address myself to you upon the 
present occasion, for altho' the anival of Sir George Yonge on the 
\Jth of December exonerates me from this important charge, and 
also renders it unnecessary for me to enter into any general state 
of the civil administration or concerns of the Colony, still it is 
His Excellency's wish that I should comply with the commands 
of the Major General in reporting to you Sir, the circumstances 
under which the bearer of this Letter, Capt. H.obinson of the 
Regulus has in his charge a man of colour named Hermanns 
Yermaak, whom he is bound to deliver into such custody as you 
shall please to direct. 

I shall briefly relate the cause of the apprehension of this 
Hermanns Vermaak and shall chiefly depend upon your perusal of 
the inclosed papers relative to his misdemeanor, as an ample 
explanaJ,ion of the di,;agreeable necessity under which Major 
Ueneral Dundas found himself of making this serious example. 

In the month of September an American Vessel arrived from 
Batavia, and agreeable to the orders of this Government upon the 
arrival of neutral Ships from Enemies Ports all her Letters were 
delivered into the Secretm-ics Office, and amongst the number one 
arldrmised to Citizen Herman us V ermaak created suspicions and 
from the ambiguity of expressions relative to papers apparently of 
a puhlic nature, it was judged necessary immediately to send for 
Mr. Yermaak arnl to require his explanation, of this Letter Sir 
yon have incloRe<l an authenticated translation from the Dutch 
Language under No. 1. 

The explanation of Mr. V ermaak not being satisfactory, and. as 
he irn,istcd that a Lelter arldresse<l to him from a person scarcely 
known to him. coul<l not be cousi<lere<l a~ sufftcient to criminate 
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him, I immediately caused all his papers to be sealed, and what­
ever degree of caution may be supposed to exist in persons who 
enter into so dangerous a correspondence, the scroll of a Letter in 
his own handwriting dated 22nd February 1799 and of which an 
authenticated translation from the Dutch language is inclosed 
under No. 2 was found and clearly proved that Mr. Vermaak was 
engaged in a warm and treasonable correspondence with the same 
Citizen Bremer whom he would scarcely acknowledge to lJe ac­
quainted with. This circumstance au.Jed to Mr. Vermaak's 
obstinate refusal of explaining the ambiguous expressions in the 
Letter of Mr. Bremer No. 1, viz. what papers and of what friends, 
what Committee, and above all his marked and well known 
turbulent principles, rendered him a necessary and very proper 
example as a check to a party here, who tho' perhaps all equally 
guilty, are more guarded or have as yet better escaped positive 
proof of their criminal and treasonable proceedings. 

No. 3. is the Translation of a Letter from the same Bremer 
addressed to Citizens C. Qruywagen and H. Vermaak, which altho' 
it does not convey much information proves the chain of com­
munication to be industriously followed up, and I am son7 to add 
that this Mr. Cruywagen thus addressed, is, or ought to be, one of 
the most respectable Inhabitants of Cape Town. 

It is not necessary that I shoulu occupy more of your time, nor 
industriously seek for any charge against this Vermaak beyond 
the Letter No. 2, but whatever degree of clemency this man may 
meet with I can not refrain expressing my opinion that it would 
be better so to arrange that he were never suffered to return to 
this Colony, which can not lie considered as any great hardship, 
since Mr. Vermaak overlooking the general prm,perity of this 
Colony, has chosen to represent to the 1~nemy the unhappy 
situation of himself and his adherents. In short Sir the unani­
mous voice of the Colony declares that if this man and his party 
were remove<l, that it would establish the general tranquility of 
all classes of the well disposed Inhahilauts who are too frequently 
imposed upon by the fahm doctrines of such men. l htr~o &c. 

(Signed) lIE~ItY :Fu:\SJm, Brigadier General. 
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[Enclosure No. l.] 

To Citi:::cn II. VER.L\AK, at the Cape of Good Hope. 

Sm AXD J!'uraxn,-1\fy arrival in Fatherland shall already be 
known to you by my two former Letters, one of which was dis­
patche<l. ma Lissa.hon, and the other 1:ia England, but as to 
communicating to you any news, I am not yet to-day able to do 
it, because firstly, the Papers of our good Friends are not yet 
arrived in the Republic, and secondly as soon as the intermediare 
authority shall be e -tablished, I shall then be able to communicate 
to you both the one and the otlu:r,-still I have nevertheless 
sufficiently acrp1ainte<l. the Committee with it, and I am to-<l.ay to 
appear in the a sembly, where Mr. Grol presides, whereupon I 
shall further write to you my Friends. 

Tell Mr. B. Van Reenen that Messrs. Gulcher and Mulder are 
mt of Town, but I shall speak with theni to-morrow. I, wishing 
to you happiness and fraternity, remain &c. 

AlISTEUDAM, July the 4th 1798. 
1:ia COPENllAOEN, 

(Sivied) :F. BREMER. 

[Enclosure No. 2.] 

MR. }?HANS DREMF.R. 
CAPE 22 February 1799. 

VE1tY DEAR F1umrn A);D FELLOW CITIZEX !-Your disastrous 
voyage 1 have learnt hy your Letter directed to Mr. Cruywagen 
and myself dated HotLerdam 2()th of J mie 17!J8, your Letter ma 
Spa.in l1eiug not received. I nevertheless testify my being very 
gbl at the safo arrival of my :Friend in Fatherland, and at your 
meeting your Family there in a well being, I much wi'>h to see 
you in time here arrain if it should be for your benefit. 

0 ' 

. I lately have received from Europe the new cstablishril constitn-
twn'. on which I ongruiulate you and all the well disposed In­
halJ1tants of the Hatavian Hepublic, ca,ycrly wishinfJ that we al,o 
err lo11y 1n(l.11 b(', so IWPJl!J as to partake in it so as a number of 
s~ch Inhabitants of this e.·tensive and important Colony as con­
tinue to he attaelu:d to tho mother Country, heartily hope and 
tru ·t, they will then give the perfectest proofs thereof, more 
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especially if we are so happy as to be made one of the Depart­
ments of that freeJ.om loving Batavian Republic. 

We still continue, like as at your stay here, to live in hope and 
fear, not without heartily sighings to Heaven to deliver us hy 
means of the peace from our iinhappy situation. Our known 
:Friend Andries Muller goes to Europe on board of the Danish 
Ship .Johanna and lffaria, by whom you may learn somcu·hat or 
other, I hope he may prove to be a True Patriot, without selfish­
ness or Yiews of own greatness, from me he has not the least 
commission, but to assure the nation of our true attachment to the 
Fatherland. 

Pray my Dear Friend, do not forget to senJ. me somewhat or 
other news, worthy to be known, or newspapern. I shall pay 
the expences, it is best via England, as then the Letters come to 
hand and are not opened. Citizen A. Muller shall at his safe 
arrival deliver to you for your beloved wife 6 Bottles best red 
morning wine, please to accept this small present, as a token of 
true Friendship. I conclude this letter, after friendly salutation 
to yourself and your Family and all the well disposed, while with 
true and sincere esteem I subscribe myself your heil wishing 
Friend. 

P.S. After that this Letter was ready I receive your always 
agreeable Letter from Bergen in N orwegen dated 11 August, 1798. 
I heartily thank my FrienJ. for what he has communicatcJ. to me, 
and shall in time further write to you. 

[Enclosure No. 3.J 

To the Citizens U. CRUYWAGEN and IT. VERMAAK at the C'1111c 

of Goocl Hope. 

Salute and ]fraternity. 
I after a long and tedious passage, mentioned to you hy my 

former Letter from Spain viu Portugal, arrived here on the l(Jth 
inst., and being arrivecl again in my Country, ancl having found 
my beloved wife in good health, I have alreaJ.y forgot the said 
su1forings, as to the situation of this Country, this is thank (lod 
better than it was talked of, tranquility is still existent, but 
commerce is at a stand, by neutral vessels nothing can be ob-
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tained to be exported, those vessels also being stopped both by 
the French and English, so that almost the whole Sea is unsafe. 
I this day find in the newspapers that England intends most 
strongly to blockade Texel. As to our navy this is strongly in­
creasing, a new Man of War of 64 guns being here to be launched 
to-morrow, and there are 5 more on the stocks, and this is also 
the case at Amsterdam. As at peace, I can not as yet perceive 
any appearance for it, and therefore am unable to state anything 
on the subject. I intend to-morrow to go to Amsterdam, for the 
purpose of further enquiry after tlwse papers, I think they will 
be here within a fortnight, for I have both at Paris and at the 
Hague used my endeavours to get them out of the Privateers 
hands. As soon as they are arrived and delivered, I shall then 
acquaint you with the fjf ect and with additional news, I request 
for the present to be excused, as I am actually under a pressure 
to settle my own affairs. Please to present my compliments to 
Messrs. van Beenen, I shall by next opportunity write to those 
Gentlemen on the subject of their affairs. I would console you 
with newspapers, but I am to dispatch this Letter under cover 
so that it is impossible for me to send you any, but I will satisfy 
you on this head by the first convenient opportunity. I after 
friendly salutation to all well disposed acquaintances, Friends and 
Your .Family, recommend you into the protection of the most 
High and remain respectfully Your Common Friend, 

ROTTERDAM June 29th 1798. 
(Signed) FRANS BREMER. 

[ Original. J 
Letter frorn MR. JOHN PlUNGLE to the RIGHT HONOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CAPE OF Goon HOPE, 11th January 1800 . 

. S1n,-I have the honor to inform you that I have shipt forty­
eight Aums of Constantia Wine on board the Hon'ble Company's 
Ships Dublin & Calcutta in equal proportions, consigned to you 
as per enclosed Bills of Ladinrr. 

Sixty Aums were procured this year as usual, but His Ex-
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cellency Major General Dundas directed twelve to be issued to 
the principal Civil & Military Officers at this place. I have &c. 

(Signed) JOUN PRINGLE. 

[Original.] 

Letter frorn Sm GEORGE YONGE to the RIGHT HONOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CArE TOWN, January 12th 1800. 

Srn,-I had the Honor to write to you immediately on my 
arrival at this place by a Packet post sailing for St. Helena in 
Hopes of its being forwarded to England from thence. 

I have now the Honor to acquaint you that since my arrival 
on the 9th Deer. everything has continued in perfect Tranquility, 
and I hc.ve the Pleasure to add that by advices from M. Genl. 
Dundas Tranquility is perfectly restored by his Exertions in 
Graaff Reinet. He is still however detained, for the Purpose of 
making some ulterior Regulations, but has wished not to detain 
the present Dispatches, as there will be soon other opportunities, 
which will enable him to explain the Details of thi'l Business 
more fu1ly. 

Suffice it for me therefore only to say that the Business seems 
to have had a deeper Root and greater Extent than at first ap­
peared. That M. Genl. Dundas's Exertions were l,ecome absolutely 
necessary as well as his attendance on the Spot; and that those 
Exertions have been attended with all the good Effects which 
were to be expected from them thro' his Zeal and J udgrnenl, of 
the Nature of which I cannot give a helter account than by sending 
a letter I have just received from him. At the same time the 
Tranquility of the Country though thus restored, can be main­
tained only by constant attention, and by the Vigour of the 
Government, and of course the Services of the Military will 
continue as necessary as ever. The Duty is sufficiently hard at 
present, and We most anxiously await the Anival of the promised 
Troops to relieve us and enable us to give the necessary support 
to the Measures which have been adopted and which arc essential 
to the Tranquility of the Colony. I will hope too, that us I before 
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urged, This Garrison will never be reduced lower than Four 
Thousand Men. 

The value and importance of this Colony encreases every Hour, 
and well deserves Support and Protection. To this End the 
Government must be strong and I need not say how necessary 
a sufficient Military Force is to that support and indeed to main­
tain good Order every where, but no where more so than in this 
Colony. 

I find there is a Person of the Name of V ermaak who has been 
sentenced by M. Gen. Dundas to be sent to England to abide 
the Judgement of Government there. M. Gen. Dundas has 
desired Br. Gen. Fraser to prepare in his absence the Details 
of this persons offence and he writes fully on the Subject. He 
is sent as a Prisoner on board the Regulus Capt. Robinson by 
whom the Dispatch will come. I understand his Offence to be 
a traitorous Conespondence with the French and Batavian As­
sembly to betray this Colony and surrender it to them. I have 
only to hope that however Government may dispose of this Person 
he may never be suffered to return to this Colony. 

It is now with much Concern, I have to mention the wretched 
state of the Public Pier, the Barracks, and all the Public Buildings, 
both here and at Simons Town. It is a Legacy left by my Pre­
decessor, who was made fully sensible of their Condition, but had 
not Courage to do what I think would have been his duty, J;aken 
some measures to prevent Matters growing, worse. Had He done 
so, It certainly would have been better for the Publick. 

The Nature of the Buildings l:i:ere and I will add of the Climate 
too, He knew well required constant attention and frequent 
repairs, and he received them in such a condition as made some­
thing necessary 10 be done without loss of time, but he preferred 
shifting the Task from off his own Shoulders, and the Public 
Service now feels it. The Extent of what is now necessary can­
not as yet be quite ascertained but both M. Gen. Dundas and 
Mr. Barnard the Secretary have been so urgent on the Subject, 
that I have directed a Survey to be taken in order to determine 
what may be :fit to be done. 

1 am about to suffer what I deem a most irreparable loss in 
the Ahsence of Mr. Ross the Paymaster General, who is almost 
the only, but certainly the most, efficient Officer, which Govern­
ment has here. But his Ill state of Health has rendered his 

 

 



26 Records of the Cape Colony. 

return back to England unavoidable by the unanimous advice 
of the Physicians of this Place. I have consulted him on the 
Subject of the Copper Coin sent out by the Lancaster, and have 
settled that the Penny Pieces shall pass for two Styvers, which 
it is thought they can bear very well, and this high denomina­
tion will prevent their being melted down or exported to other 
Countries. 

I could have wished to have given the Dollars also a denomina­
tion higher than 5/ for the same reasons, more especially as the 
experience of doing so with the Gold and Silver Coin from India 
has given this Colony the only circulating Cash it now has, but 
unfortunately the low denomination already fixed for Spanish 
Dollars has now lasted long enough to affect many private Trans­
actions, as well as Public Payments, which has thrown difficulty 
in the Way. 

With regard to the Copper Money however, it will be expedient 
for Government at Home to pay some attention to the Possibility 
of clandestine exportation from Great Britain, similar Care will 
be taken here to prevent the Importation, and thus it is hoped 
that the weight and bulk of the Coin will render any mischiovous 
Speculation difficult to be effected. 

The Quantity sent out will be sufficient for the circulation at 
present, and a greater supply may endanger its being rather 
depreciated in its value. But if in time a further supply should 
become desirable I hope it will be supplied in tho shape of Half­
pence and Farthings, as these small Uoins are much wanted, and 
Coins of high denomination have a tendency to raise the Price 
of Necessaries to the lower Classes of People for whose use such 
Coin is chiefly intended. With regard to the State of the Revenues 
Mr. Ross will give you the best account of thorn, besides what 
the official accounts which are also sent in the usual way to the 
30th Sept. will present. They will show the Revenue gradually 
improving, and that, not by any extraordinary steps taken so to 
do, but arising out of the growing Prosperity of the Colony, which 
is the best source of Revenue. Ancl the Prospect of an abundant 
Harvest with an encreasing Commerce leaves little doubt of tho 
Welfare of the Colony. 

It will be my Duty ancl Oare to contribute my best endeavours 
towards securing this. And I flatter myself that I shall not he 
quite unsuccessfull in my Endeavours to conciliate Lhe good 
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Disposition of the People and to induce them to become attached 
to the Brifr,h Government under which many begin to be sensible 
they cannot fail to prosper, though there are several here yet who 
are not well disposed, but most of those who were attached to the 
Prince of Orange are very well disposed and I hope will be more 
so, and I do not scruple to say that when it shall be finally 
determined by a Peace, what will be the fate of this Colony, It 
will (should it remain to Great Britain) become one of the most 
valuable and important possessions of the Crown, In whose Hands, 
I humbly conceive, it should unalterably and unalienably remain. 

The Military Details & Returns will be transmitted in the 
usual way. I have therefore only to transmit to you a Representa­
tion on Behalf of the Navy from Vice Admiral Sir Roger Curtis 
on the occasion of an Opinion given by the Crown L1.wyers on 
the subject of Prize Goods here, upon which having received no 
Instructions nor ever had those Opinions transmitted to me, nor 
the grounds of it, I have only to recommend this strong Repre­
sentation to your best attention. I have endeavoured to inform 
myself of the Subject, and from what I can learn, and a perusal 
of the two Acts of the 33 and 36 of H. M. concerning Prize 
Goods and Vessels being l)rize, I intend to order the whole to be 
sold for exportation, to remain for the Judgement of the Courts, 
and for the Benefit of the Captors or the Claimants as the case 
may be, as fm· as relates to India goods,-the remainder there 
can be no difficulty in selling for consumption here or elsewhere. 

I reserve every other Topick till I can have had an opportunity 
on the return of M. Gen. Dunu s to this place to enquire more 
particularly into the Details of every Matter Civil or :Military, 
which has occurred or has been arranged by M. Gen. Dundas from 
the time of Lo1u :Macartney's Departure till my arrival, when I 
shall be ahle to give you a more exact account of every thing than 
I can possibly 1lo at present, till I have consulted with him, and 
l shall then have the Honor to write to you more fully on every 
thing. I have etc. 

(Signed) GEO. YmwE. 

P.S. This will he 1lelivered to you hy Lieutenant Tucker of the 
Navy, who is retmning to Europe on his Promotion. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from Sm GEORGE YONGE to tlw IlIGIIT IloNOURABLE 

lIEXRY DUNDAS. 

CAPE TOWN, January 12, 1800. 

Sm,-I have the Honor to send you enclosed a Paper relating 
to the Lutheran :Minister here, and understanding It was still 
their wish to engage the Person recommended by the Baron de 
Lenthe, In Case the I>erson already apply'd to did not Come I 
have agreed with them to lett the Matter rest so, for the present, 
agreeable to their Desire, of which It may be right that the Baron 
de Lenthe should be Informed. I have &c. 

(Signed) GEO. YONGE. 

[Original.] 

Private Letter jroni Sm GEORGE YONGE to WILLIAM 

HusKJSSON, EsQRE. 

CAPE TowN, Jany. 12, 1~00. 

DEAR Sm,-Ilere are some Letters sent me which had been left 
out of the Bag for England, and arc wanted to be con vcyed thither, 
and I thought it hest to sen<l them to you, more Especially as I 
perceirn they are all addressed to the IIouso of I>avid Scott, whose 
late commercial conne:ions have macle some noise. I know noL 
the C,mtents of these Letters, but send them you as they are. 
The other Letters l will trouble you to forwanl as directed when 
you receive them. 

I have heen endeavouring to ascertain the State of the late 
Inve;;trnent sent out, as you may recollect hy Government, and 
of which it seems Lord l\lacartuey had great expectation~, But 
the ohject has lately faile1l, from sm eral Causes. First Because 
the assortment was Improperly made mul not well Calculated lo 
this Market, and tho' made on Consultations with I>erRons here, 
The choice was, perhaps wilfully Ill made, 'e.· t Because of the 
Jealousy of the Merchants here, both Dutch aucl English, who 
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founcl their private Interests in Danger If the Publick succeeded 
in this measure, and They carried their endeavours so far to thwart 
It, as actually to prefer buying Articles of others dearer than they 
could have got them at the Publick Vendue rather than encourage 
the Rale-next the very Injutlicious mode of Sale hy fixing a Price 
on them too high for the Market, Instead of taking at once the 
Market I>rice whatever It mi,,ht he-and the event has shewn 
that It would have l>een much0 wiser to have done so. For then 
they would at least have heen sol<l, antl now they cant be tlisposed 
of at all. The Particulars are ma.king out and I will sentl them 
by the next Ship, of the Rta.te of the Investment-\Vhat Goods 
have been sold and at what Price, what Goods remain unsold, 
and what were destroyed by Fire. I am also endeavouring to 
gett rid, if I can, of what remains on our Hands, tho' I know not 
If I shall succeed-After all notwithstanding this Ill Succe:-s I 
am not clear but It will he worth while to try it again-I find 
the Dutch Government di<l so, and Paid their Expences hy It. 
But then they were a trading Company, monopolizetl the Tmde 
of the Place, and allowed no Articles to come to Market, but 
they brought, I fintl too, they had :Four authorized Merchants, in 
their Pay, to whom alone all Investments were Consignml. None 
knew the Prime Cost but thernselves-:~fone bought the Articles 
in Europe but themsehes-antl none Sold anything here but 
themselves-and It wa cehaiuly a \Vise Measure, for It is much 
better to defray the l'ublic E:pences by the Purchase and Disposal 
of articles, the Fruit of the ln<lu y of the Country, than to drain 
the Couutry of Bullion for thaL P~rpose. How far Euglish Lil.Jerty 
of Trade aud Speculation will nmucr anything of this Rort practic­
able or not, I cant say but It i.;hall be Considcre<l-tho' I tolil 
Lord Maeartne • I feared English activity aud Competition would 
tlefcat the Measure, which indeeil It has done together with the 
other circumstances I ha\e mentioned. One Thing will Certainly 
he ueressary. It mrn,L not be known that (}ovemment has 
occasion for, all(l what •ver may he wanted, must be Purchased at 
the lirst-llarul, before the Occa ion can he known, and the .\rticlcs 
lllust he C:0011 of the Kimi. Ai the same time Ii is Yery extra­
ordinary that tho' the Market is certainly ornr:;tockc<l at prescuL 
all European Articles continue Ycry Vear, and in the f;hops arnl 
s~orehou e the Price is reckoned l1y Dollars on Articles which in 
F,nglaud woul1l be reekoned by f;hilling~-and all the Sorts sent, 

 

 



is() &«wdl of t1ie Cape Oolhn,y. 

out are ao Ill Made that Things of the most Conveniency are not 
to be had. This Country however is Improving fast, and ihere 
are many Things It is capable of that I cannot now enumerate that 
will in time be produced here. But there is a great Want of 
Hands, both Labourers and especially .Artificel'8-81lch as Car­
penters, Joyners, Masons, Bricklayers, Quarrymen, Saddlers, In 
short all the ordinary Mechanicks, of which there are none here 
e cept some few laves, or what the Military can furnish-any of 
these would find full Employment here-Ind the Country is so 

tensive that It is not half Inhabited, and of urse not half 
Improved as It might be-a good supply of Inhabitants, bat 
especially Artificers would be very valuable, and find a good 
livelyhood. In a little Time all this will be perhaps, att.ained. 

The ewa in India wu received with very great Joy here. but I 
am ,mry to say the French Cruu.ers from the ::Mauritiu 81'1 
troubleeome and the Clandestine Trade in f01'8ign hi , that Ii 
chiefly Danish and Americans supply the French and Bataviana 

'th all wants both from hence and from all our ttlemen in 
India, in which I fear some English too are concerned, and they 
certainly carry 011 and ptotect all the mmerce of the Enemy. 
The Chief Mode to fitt out from Copenhagen to Tranquebar, 
and also to Stop here for f.reshments-under lour of this 
they go to Mozambique, to Mauritiua and tavia, wh th 
is now a French Garrison who are masters of the Place. rtainl 
the Trade mMN'JI to Tranquebar does not require the hipping 
employed to go thither-and the Cape seems very plain ind 
It is worth Considering what can be done in this. 

Thia comes by the ship B,plu which intends sailing 
from England in JUJle or July, so I shall hope to hear 
by her. 

I have time for no mon now, by the next Ship I shall • 
apiia,andametc. 

(Signed) 
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[Copy.] 

PROCLAMATION 

By Sm GEORGE YONGE, Baronet, &c., d'.:c. 

31 

Whereas Representations of the want of small money ex­
pel'ienced here have induced His :Majesty to take into His gracious 
consideration the immediate relief from this great inconvenience 
to all classes of His Suhjects in this Colony, a consilleral,le supply 
of Copper Coin has been sent, and will immediately be issued lJy 
the Deputy Paymaster General, in payment of the suusistence of 
His Majesty's .Forces, as the most effectual and immediate means 
of Lringing it into circulation where it is most wanted. 

These are therefore to give notice that a Copper Coin, weighing 
one English Ounce, and stamped with the profile of His Majesty 
on the one side and of Britannia on the other, will be issued to 
the Garrison at the rate of Two pence or Two stivers for each 
?opper, and that the same shall pass current in the Colony, and 
lS to circulate at the aforesaid rate of two Sfo·ers. 

And that no one may plead ignoranc~ of the rate or legality of 
~his or any other of the Coins circulating in the Colony, of which 
it does not appear that any tegular proclamation has ever col­
lectively been issued, I have judged it most expedient herewith 
~o puLlish the following Table of all the Specie legally circulating 
111 this Colony, with the rates affixed to each at which they shall 
~)e consi1lered and be a legal tender in all payments or tran ·actions 
1n this Colony. 

Tllblc of Specie. 
Hol.&·b. Stiver. f, ,. d. 

A Guinea . . . . 44 or 2G4 or l 3 0 
A ,Johanna of 8 Rpanish Dollars 80 or 480 or 2 0 0 
A Ducat 111 or 114 or 0 !I G 
A Venetian 8equin . l!) or 11-1 or 0 H fi 
A Uoitl 1ohur of 15 sicca rupees 1 17 G 
A Pagoda . . . . l!; or !IG or 0 8 0 
A Hpauish Dollar 10 or GO or 0 5 0 
A llupcc 5 or :JO or 0 2 (j 

A l>ntd1 Unil;lcr 4 or 31 or 0 2 0 
Au l•}uglish Hhilli11g0 

2 or 12 or 0 () 

.\ ( '«j>t ••r ('ui11 . I) 0 :! 
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It does not appear necessary to mention the paper money, as 
each piece has its own denomination marked upon it. 

No money either Paper or Specie having hitherto been issued 
by Government or circulated with its authority of a smaller 
denomination than one Skilling, or six Pence, or six Stivers, it 
became necessary to permit some Corporations and Individuals 
who had many small payments to make to issue and circulate 
private cards or notes for diYi<lends of the skilling ; but as His 
Majesty has now sent a Copper Coin, which will remove tho 
necessity of such an expedient, it is hereby declared that it shall 
not be legal three months after <late of these presents to circulate 
any more private cards or notes. 

And this supply of Copper Specie having been sent to relieve 
the inconvenience of persons requiring to make small payments, 
no persons are to collect the same for the purpose of making large 
payments, nor shall it be deemed a lega] tender to offer the same 
in payment of any sum exceeding Six Pounds or Thirty Ilix­
dollars. 

And whereas representation has been ma<le to me that the law 
prohibiting the exportation of any Specie from this Colony has of 
late been frequently e-raJed in a fraudulent manner, warning is 
hereby given that the punishment of this crime shall be enforced 
in the strongest manner, and that as it is extremely difficult to 
fix the current value of the Copper Coin in such manner as to 
remove the risk of its being either exported or imported, it is 
hereby declared that the exportation or importation thereof in any 
sum exceeding Ten Pounds or Fifty Hixdollars shall he punished 
by Fine of Treble the Value and confiscation of Ship and Uargo 
on condemnation by sentence of tho Court of Justice. 

Given under my Hand & Seal at tho Capo of Goocl Hope 
14th January 1800. 

[Copy.] 

NOTICE 

(~igned) GEO. Yo.·cm. 

Is herehy given that His Excellency tho Clovernm & C01nmarnll'1 
in Chief has heen pleaso<l io appoint We,l11eHday a~ lltl' 1l:1y in 
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every week on which he will transact Public Business in Person, 
except in such cnses as require immediate attention, arnl therefore 
direets that all applications should be made through His Excel­
lency's I>rivate Secretary Hichard Illake, Esqre, or Aides de Camp 
Lieut.-Col. Uockhurn and Capt. Tucker. 

The regular Colonial Business must be transacted as heretofore 
through the Office of the Secretary of the Colony. 

All applications made to His Excellency must come to him in 
the form of a Petition or l\Iemorial, and must be covered with a 
~tamp of 12 Stivers, or no attention will he pai<l to them. 

13y Uommaud of His Excellency the Governor. 

(Signed) A. B.\.HX.\.RD, Secretary. 

CA,TLE OF Goon IloPE, February 1st 1800. 

[ Original.J 

Letter froui C.\.PTAL • Osuon~ to VrcE Arrnrn.\.L Curtns. 

Tren~1tdous, CAPE OF Goon IIoPE, 3rd Fcby. 1800. 

Srn,-I beg leave to inform you that being off the Isle of France 
in Company with His l\Iajesty's Ship Adamant on the 11th of 
Decemuer last we chaced a French :Frioate which ran on Rhore 

' ,J ' 

on the West Side of the Hiver Tomueau about three miles from 
Pol't Louis in that Island ; after firing seYeral Broadsides at her 
she cut away her l\Iasts. At 7 r.c11. the Boats were sent to destroy 
her. • • • • At ½ past 9 the Boats returned, Lringing with 
them the Officers and some few of the Men whom they found on 
hoard the }'rigate, which prove,[ to be the Prcnwse-of 44 Guns 
& 300 l\Ien, commall(led hy Captain L'Hermite-to which they 
had set :Fire in several places, and which shortly after Llew 
111>· • * • • I have &c. 

(Signed) Jxo. Osnom,. 

Ill. ,, 
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[Copy.] 

PROOL.ill.ATIO 

By Sm G:soRGE Yo o:m, Ba.ron,t, b., &e. 

It having been represented to me, and it appearing that no 
sufficient provision has n made, either by any Order in uncil 
or by any other regulation, for the disposal of the C pf euch 
Shi or Vessels as may be detained or captured as Prizes and 
bro ht into the Ports of this ttlement for adjudi • on by the 
Court of Vice Admiralty thereof: wh by the Officers and 
of His Majesty's Ships and V ls of War and all other rsons 
engaged or concerned in the capture or det.entioll of such Ships or 

ls are exposed to great difficulties, tio and expences 
more especially when any Goods, ares, or erchandize 
captured or detained happen to be of the Growth, uce, or 
Manufacture of Countries to the tward of the Cape of Good 
Hope. 

Being therefore desirous to afford such relief and to make such 
provision as the Justice and necessity of the case seems to require, 
I have judged it expedient and proper until His Majesty's pleuure 
shall be known to order and declare, and it is hereby ordered and 
declared : That all Ships and esse1s and all Goods, area, and 
Merchandize wha ver which have already been ptured or 
detained as prize, and brought into the Ports of this ttlement 
for adjudication by the urt of Vice Admiralty, and hich ha 
not already n sold or disposed of under any .HA¥tu1amu 
Provisions now in force, and all such Shi or 

ar , or erchandize ha er, as shall or y in ture be 
captured or detain Prize, and hich shall be mought into an 
of the Ports of this ttlement for adjudication by the urt 

ice Admiralty thereof, shall ubj to the follo • 
tiona, trictions, and visions until furth 

That is to say, that such , , or 
described may be freely land under the 

ustoms and to be deposited in areho 
of the Officers of His Jesty's to 

pto and Claimants, pending the proc:,eediiDQI to be held thelll-,n 
by t.he ourt of ice dmiralty, and that all such 
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or Merchandize Lefore described, and not being the Growth, 
Produce, or 1fanufacture of Countries to the Eastward of the 
Cape of Good Hope, which may Le condemned as lawful prize, or 
may be a1ljudged by the Court of Vice Admiralty to be sold or 
dispo:-;ed of, may be sold and disposed of in the same manner as if 
the same had been imported into this Settlement by any Ship 
or Vessel helonging to the subjects of any Country in amity 
with His Majesty, but subject to the same regulations & 
restrictions. 

And it is hereby further declared that all such Goods, Wares, 
or Merchmulize as aforesai1l, as also all Ships and Vessels which 
shall be condemnecl and sold as Prize, together with their Tackle, 
Apparel, and :Furniture, not heing Ships or Vessels of War or 
bearing Letters of 1fanpie, shall he subject to a Colonial Duty of 
5 per cent to His .Majesty's Customs upon the selling price 
tl:ereof. 

l)rovided always, and it is hereby declared, that if any sueh 
Goods, ·wares, or ::\fercharnlize, or any Ship or Vessel as bel'orc 
described, shall lJe sol<l for the purpose of being exported or sent 
directly to Great Britain, then and in such case, such Goods, 
W arcs, or Merchamlize, or sueh Ship or Vessel shall not he 
subject to any duties of Import upon the sale thereof, proYided that 
good and sulficient security is girnn to the Collector and Comp­
troller of His l\fajesty's Customs that such Goods, \Vares, or 
Mercharnlize, or such Ship or Ye~sel, shall he exported or sent to 
Great Britain as aforesaid and to no other Part or Place whatever. , 

And it is hereby further declared that in respect to such Goods, 
\Vares, or Merchandize a:s before described and which shall be of 
ihe growth, produce or man~facture of Countries to the Eastward 
of the Cape of Good Hope, and which shall he condemned or 
adjudged to he sold by the Court of Vice Admiralty as aforesaid, 
il~at it shall arnl may he lawful until further onlers to sell and 
dispose of all imch Goo11s, Wares, and l\ferchandize, free of all 
duties of import whateYer. 

l)r0Yi1lctl always, that such Goods, ·wares, and Merchandize 
shall be Hold by puhlie auction, and under the express comlition of 
the same heing e.·ported to Great Britain, awl that good and 
Rufficie11t, Sccuritv Rhall he "ivcn liy the Buy('rs thereof lo the 
C, J O • 

olle ·tor antl Cornptrnll1•1· or Jlis ::\la,iesly's Customs that the 
Ra Ill!' ,;hall he '-O ex port ed. 

() '.! 
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[Copy.] 

l>IWCLAMATIO:N 

By Sm GEORGE YoxGE, Baronet, &c., d':c. 

It haYing been represented to me, and it appearing that no 
sufficient provision has been maue, either by any Order in Council 
or by any other regulation, fur the disposal of the Cargoes of such 
Ships or Vessels as may be detainml or captured as Prizes anll 
brought into the l>orls of this Settlement for adjudication by the 
Court of Vice .Aumi.ralty thereof: whereby the OJ!icern arnl Crews 
of His ~fajetity's Ships arnl Vessels of \Var anu all other persons 
engageu or concerned iu the capture or Lletention of such Ships or 
Ve:,sels are exposed to great difficulties, Yexations anu expeuces, 
more especially when any Goods, \Vares, or l\forchandize so 
captmeJ or delaiueu happen tu be of the Growth, l'rulluce, <Jr 

Manufacture of Countries to the Eustwartl of the Cape of Gootl 
Hope. 

Being therefore desirous to afford such relief antl to make such 
proYision as the Justice antl necessity of the case seems to re11 uire, 
I have judged it expedient aud proper until His 11ajesly's pleasuro 
shall be known to order antl declare, and it is hereby onlere1l antl 
declarerl: That all Ships and Vessels and all Goods, \Vares, and 
l\forchamlize whatever which have already been captured or 
detained as prize, and lJruught into the Ports of this SeUlernent 
for adjmlicatiou by the Court of Yice Admiralty, aml which have 
not ahea1ly been sol1l or disposed of untler any Hegulations or 
l>rovisiorrn now in force, and all such Ships or Yessel:-i, C:oods, 
',Vares, or ::\lercharnlize whatsoeYer, as shall or may in future Le 
capture1l or 1letaiuml as l'rizc, and which shall be hrought into any 
of the l'urts of this Settlement fur adjudication by the Court of 
Vice Admiraliy thereof, shall J,e subjeet to the following Uegula­
tions, ltestrictions, and l'rovisions until further onlers. 

That is to say, that such Uootls, \Vares, or ::\lcrchandizc as lJcforc 
descriuetl may be freely landed under the usual Uegulations of the 
Customs and to be dcposiLecl in \Varehouses untler the joint, Locks 
of the Oflicers of His ~lajesly's Customs and of the Agent for the 
Cllptors and Claimants, pending the proceedings to be held thereon 
Ly the Court of Vice Admiralty, and that all such ( :001ls, Wart•s, 

I 
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or Merchandiie before described, and not being the Growth, 
Produce, or Manufacture of Countries to the Eastward of the 
Cape of Good Hope, which may be condemned as lawful prize, or 
may be a<ljudged by the (;ourt of Vice Admiralty to be sold or 
disposed of, may Le sold and disposed of in the same manner as if 
the same had been imported into this Settlement by any Ship 
or Vessel belonging to the subjects of any (;ountry in amity 
with His Maje~ty, Lut subject to the same regulations & 
restrictions. 

And it is hereby further declared that all such Goods, Wares, 
or Merchandiie as aforesaid, as also all Ships and Vessels which 
shall be condemned and sold as Prize, together with their Tackle, 
Apparel, and :Furniture, not heing Ships or VeRsels of War or 
hearing Letters of Marque, shall he subject to a Colonial Duty of 
5 per cent to His Majesty's Customs upon the selling price 
thereof. 

l>rovided always, and it is hereby declared, that if any such 
Goods, Wares, or l\Ierchamlize, or any Ship or Vessel as before 
<lescriLed, shall Le sohl for the purpose of being exported or sent 
directly to Great Britain, then and in such case, such Goods, 
Wares, or Merchamlize, or such Ship or Vessel shall not be 
suhject to any duties of Import upon the sale thereof, provided that 
good and sullicient security is given to the Collector and Comp­
troller of His :Majesty's Customs that such Goods, \Vares, or 
Mercha)l(lize, or such Ship or Vessel, shall be exported or sent to 
Great Britain as aforesaid and to no other Part or Place whatever. 

And it is hereby furthe~ declared t)lat in respect to such Goods, 
Wares, or Mercha~dize a:s before described and which shall be of 
the growth, produce or man~" cture of Countries to the Eastward 
of. the Cape of Good Hope, and which shaU be condemned or 
a<lJlHl"ed to he sold l>y the Court of Vice .Admiralty as aforesaid, 
t~at it shall and may lie lawful until further orders to sell and 
<hsposo of all Ruch GoOlls Wares and Merchandize, free of all 
l • ' ' < uties of import whateYer. 

l'r0Yi1le<l always, that such Goods, ·wares, and Merchandize 
shall he sold hy puhlic auction, and urnler the express condition of 
the, s~me being e.·ported to Great Britain, and that good and 
Rul!icient Security· ,1h•1ll he <riven hy the Buvers thereof to the 
(" I ( r") ,1 

ol!eL:tor arnl ComptrollPr of l Ii~ ~la,iesty's Customs that tho 
f-iain<• sh• 11 1 ,t >e i;o e:q>ort<•tl. 

JI :! 
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And provided always that a duty of export of 5 per cent be 
paid to His Majesty's Customs hy the Exporters of such Goods, 
such Duty to be calculated upon the price or prices such Goods 
shall have sold for by public auction as aforesaid. 

Provided always, and it is hereby further deelarecl, that if any 
such Goods, vVares, or Merchandize, the Growth, Prodncn, or 
Manufacture of Countries to the Eastward of the Cape of <:ood 
Hope, so condemned or adjudged to be sold as aforesaid, shall be 
in a perishing state, or liaLle to be destroyed, or to suffer very 
great injury or damage Ly being farther exported, then arnl in such 
case it shall and may Le lawful to sell the same Ly public auction 
for consumption in this Colony; and such Goods, vVares, or 
Merchandize so sold shall be subject to an Import duty of 10 per 
cent upon the sale price thereof. But before any such Goods 
shall be so permitted to be sold for consumption a survey shall 
be helu on the same by such person or persons as shall be 
appointed for that purpose, and a certificate given by such per ·on 
or persons under their hands that such Goods, Wares, or J\for­
chandize are actually in a perishing state, or would be liable to be 
destroyed or greatly injured by being exported to Great Britain. 

I>rovided always, and it is hereby further declared, that if such 
Goods, \Vares, and Merchandize as aforesaid shall consist of 
provisions of any kind, or of Timber, or of any other Building 
Materials, or of any Articles whatsoever of which His Majesty's 
Ships or Vessels of War may stand in need, or which may be in 
any way necessary for His Majesty's Service in this Colony, or of 
any Articles of which a real scarcity may exist in the Colony, 
then and in such case it shall and may Le lawful to sell the same 
for consumption in this Colony, upon leave for that purpose l)()ing 
first obtained from His Majesty's Oovernor for the time being, and 
upon payment of the accustomed Import Duties. 

Provitled always, and it is herehy further ordered and declarc<l, 
that if any Goo<ls the Orowth, I>ro<lu<'e, or Manufactnrc of 
Countries to the Eastward of the Cape of Uood Hope, capturecl or 
detained as aforesai<l, shall hy judgment of the Court of Vice 
Admiralty he rclease<l arnl given up Lo the Claimants thereof, then 
all(l in such case it shall he lawful for suc:h Claimant:'! or ! heir 
Agents to export the said Oo0<ls, \Vares, or 1\1erehandize to the 
place or places of the original Destination of the sai<l C:oocls, free 
of all Duties whatsoever. But if the claimants or parties to whom 
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such Goods may he restored to the Agents of such Claimants shall 
Le <lesirous to sell such Goods or any part thereof, an<l from the 
particular nature or the necessity of the case shall obtain leave 
from His ::\fajesty's novernor for the time being so to do, then and 
in such case the said Goods, "\Vares, or Merchandize shall be sold 
l~ahle to all the <lnlie~ and sul>ject to all the limitations, restric­
tions, and provisions as if the same had been con<lemne<l and 
adjudged to lie sold as lawful prizes. 

<liven under my Hand and Seal at the Castle of Good Hope 
this 3rd day of :Feuruary 1800. 

(Signed) GEO. YONGE. 

[ Original.] 

Letter froni Sm GEORGE Yo~m; to the IlrGIIT IIo~OURABLE 

lIENltY DUNDAS. 

GoVEm,,mNT Ilou~E, CAPE TowN FemJ, 8th 1800. 

8m,-In addition to my last Dispatch, a Duplicate of which I 
have the Honor to send you, I haYe lo acquaint you, that 
M. Gen. Durnlas is returned frorn Graafl' Ileynett, But I have 
not yet had any Conference with him on the Suhject to be enabled 
to enter into any further Detail upon it. I hope the .Arranne­
nients He has made will Le suflicieut, and he has left a very 
fit confidential Person vested with rowers to do what may Le 
necessary and report every Occurrence ; But I am more and 
lllore convinced that ulterior arrangements will be still necessary 
an<l I mean myself to go up towards the lattm· End of the Year to 
exallline into every thing. 

lt appears however generally, that neither the Hottentots nor 
the Cafl'ers have been the .Amrre:isors hut the Savacre and 01i1ircs-• ,-.b , r, 

sive Conduct of the Dutch Boors more uncivilized eyen than the 
~lber~, have driven the one lo l)espair, arnl irritaie<l the others, 

1 ° wlneh rnay he aude<l also, that these Boers originally oppressed 
>y the Dutch Govemment without hope of re<lress, and feeling 

1'.1Pir Power heing in Reality, hy the improvident Orants of 
~• 0 :emment po~Re:-,-e<l of the whole Country Juul actually hecome 
'18 it Wern Imlepeudent an1l knew 110 Law lrnt their own "\Yill : 
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Among them too were some evil minded Persons infecterl with 
Jacobinism and desperate in their Characters, who were indus­
'trious in fomenting Disturbances, in which they were but too 
much encouraged by certain Persons in Cape Town who wiRhe<l 
to unite them to }'ranee. These seem to ha ,·e heen the 8ourl'es 
of the late Troubles, but I hope The fasue will he Beneficial to the 
Colony and advantageous to Government. :For it will he my 
Care to establish Order, and Justice, to satisfy the Cafl'ers all(l 
relieve the Hottentots, and there is reason to hope that the Boors 
made sensible that they must submit to some Government, begin 
to think from the experience they have of it, The Engfo1h far 
preferable to their former Government, as indeed do all the 
reasonable People in the whole Colony, tho' some may not yet 
be satisfied, and some are avowedly Hostile yet these Objects 
once attained, and the reace and good Order in the Interior once 
established, I trust that no Machinations will again <listurb us. 
And then I will venture again to pronounce that this Colony will 
become in time one of the most Important and valuable Posses­
sions of the Crown. 

Governor Gidley King has just arrived here in his Way to 
New South Wales, he brings us accounts of the unfavorable 
Termination of the expedition to Holland, and of other Events in 
Europe. I have given directions for his being supplie1l with 
every thing he can wish from hence for the Use of his Seitlement, 
and I have concerted with him the means of mutual ai<l, and 
Communication between both Settlements with which he is much 
pleased. 

Another Point has heen discnsse<l whieh T hope Hi:-i l\fo,imity 
will approve of. The l\fil<lness of the CoYernment here especially 
since the English have heen here, arnl lite Torture has hlien 
aholished, has rendered mpital Punishment Heldom 1wc1• sary 

• except in case of l\furder or Treason. BaniRhrnent haR heen the 
general Punishment for other Olfonees, rtll(l Criminals use<l Ull(ler 
the J)utch Govemme11t to he i;cnt to Hatada arnl el ewhere. This 
has of late heen impraciieahle, arnl I found an Idea likely to lJe 
adopted of banishing Criminals to Englarnl. 

This I conceive<l by 110 means mlviseal,le, and I have suggcsk<l 
to the Courts of ,Justice the l<lca of sending them, as we send our 
Criminals, to Botany Bay to which they have no Objection. 

I have <liscm;sed thi,; with Gm·ernor King who has acr·ecle<l to it 
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very rea<lily, arnl I i-hall wait only His Majesty's approliation to 
carry this into Effect. 

. I wish Uovernor Kin" had brought the promiseJ Troops with 
1nm, lmt he lirings no lntelligenee of them. I can add nothing to 
what I have alrea<ly said to urcre the alisolutc necessity for their 
1 . 0 Jemg seuL as soon as po::;sihle, arnl I hope I m,ty rely 011 tlte ~\ssur-
Ull(.:l's gi ,·en me that I sh.ill not lJ , in the end disappointe1l. lf I 
might he allowe<l to suggest it, I will tulu that, in addition to the 
two prumise<l Uegts. of Foot, from the extent and nature of the 
Duty to lie <lone a Ucgt. of Light Dragoons uesides what we now 
have wonl<l lie verv desireable. 

The Barracb will Le prepare<l for them and hy the Estaulish-
mcut of a regular Borra.ck Oflice on the same :Footing as in England 
which was beeome alisolutcly neces:--ary, the ~ol!liery will lune 
every Comfort, and l,e as healthy as in Europe, nor can I express 
too strouuly the degree to which the Troops have felL the want of 
these Comforts, nor the Ratisfaction which the ~oldiery have 
already expressed at the prospect of some Care being taken of 
them. I have the Honor to senJ you the Establishment of the 
Ofliee, as far a it appeared to me to lie necessary at present, the 
utility of it is so apparent, that I will not doubt of its being 
approved of. 

l have also the Honor to send you the Orders I have Issued, 
relative to the 8ale awl disposal of Prize Goodsaml -Vessels at this 
pluel\ lmving JIO Instrnctiuvs on the RuLject, antl being much 
]ire.· l!ll 1,y all Parties to pui an Ellll to the , uspencc in which the 
matter wa left. I have issued a Proclamation by which this in 
fnt nre is to l,e rerruhtcd "<ivernin" lll)'Self chief!)' by the ProYisions 

0 \ 'l""I ~ 

of the two Acts of the ;J:lnl and :Hith of the Kiner relative to l'rize 
(' 0 

• 0011s arnl \' e elh;, arnl I have the Pleasure to ad<l that the Hegu-
lation appears to have settled the J>uint to the general satisfaction 
of all Parties. 

I am lc<l by this Suhject to mention that it appears to me, that 

l
tlie 'l'r,Hle of this Col011)· encrea,e.~ so fast as to render the present 
ow t 11· l l J' • e a i 1 1111ent of the 'u toms scarcely c<tnal to t lC ,usmeqs. 
1, am not at pm ent . uflieient1y inf'onned to be aLle to submit to 
<,o:'crninent a11ything more 011 lite i-;uhject, l,ut some teropumry 
0!11<:er I l 1· h l' t· . . , 1:tve ound neces. ary to 1,e allowe<l on l e • ame ◄ oo rng 
''.8 Ill b1tilallll, who will hn,e pay only while employed. I will 
~nde·w • J • l • f ' unr to pr •pare a rnore regular l'la11 !or t ie coll'-1< crat1011 o 
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unlucky that tho :Freight is so high. It comes to more than the 
Coals. I shlmlcl hope some moans might bo found by directing 
Whalers and other Vessels to bring Coals in Ballast to obviate this 
'!Teat lncon venionce. 

Vico Allmiral Sir Roger Curtis, who commands on this Station 
has made applications for a Supply of Ammunition, Guns and 
sundry Ordinance Stores for the use of tho Navy. This request has 
]>rodnc •J a roport from the Commissary that there are no Naval 
Ordinance Stores at this placo. They had been prorni ed but were 
not Rent out. I am sorry to add that it has also given me Infor­
mation of the great deficiency in other Ordinance Stores, and of 
tho necessity of an immediate Supply. \Ve have not stood upon 
.Form But furnished the Admiral as far as we woll could. But I 
lielieve he has been forced to purchase what we could not supply. 
I must entreat immediate attention to this and an ample supply of 
all :--ortR. I am afraid too that Gun Carriages are much wanted, 
a~ I harn been given to understand that from want (of) attention 
they are in process of time much decayed, and many of them 
useless. 

These Things have I conceive all been reported Home But I 
L_ave thought it my Duty, as far as my Knowledge and Informa­
twn hitherto goes, to submit to your consideration every thing that 
concerns the 8tatc of the Publick .Service, relying on the Attention 
!0u harn ever shewn to the Publick and hoping that my Zeal for 
it will justify my stating tl\Cse matters to you. I have etc. 

(Signed) GEO. YOXGE. 

l Original.] 

l'rimlc.L1!l1r from Sm GEOHCTE YONGE to the HIGHT 

llo:--;uuHABLE Il1;.·1ty lJUNDAS. 

GovE11NJ1.U:NT Housr., CAPE Tows Feby. 8, 1800. 

Dr.rn Rrn,-In my lat Dispatch I annonnrecl to you the Revere 
lllnP s of .:\fr. Ho . . , under Secretary to tho Colony, and l'ayma ler 
to tho Forl'l' la•re arnl al O the Ncrcssity he was uncler to return 
1'.01ne aci·ording to the unanimous opinion of the first Phyf;icians ,· 
~nrgecm. here. To a Servant of Oovcrnment of such merit, I 
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thought I could not too much mark my approbation hy every 
Indulgence that could be shewn Him, and therefore, Instead of 
thinking of any Persons to supply his Place and fill the Oflices he 
holds, even hy a temporary appointment, I Chose to regard his 
absence as only temporary, and desired He would Himself appoint 
such Persons as He Chose to Officiate till his Heturn, which from 
what I conceive the Publick would Suffer hy losing his Services I 
hoped would not he of long Duration-and he has done so 
accordingly; Himself being in the mean time Security & respon­
sible, by his own Desire, to Government for the due and faithfull 
I>erformance of the Duties of those Offices. 

In this Manner, He will take his Departure, on Board the Cumcl, 
with the Hope of returning, and I most sincerely wish that this 
may be the Case, and that his Ahsence may be of Short Duration, 
because as I have already said, He really Is the most, if not the 
only, Efficient Servant of the Crown here. But at the same time 
I am very much afraid, from what I learn from the I>11ysicians, 
that my Hopes and wishes will not avail, and that, from many 
Causes, It is not likely that He will be able to Return again here. 
Indeed he has sold off every thing, under the Idea, at least, which 
is very natural, that the Remedy he has now Hecourse to may not 
be Effectual, the Case being a very Serious one. In this , 'ituation 
should he not return, or should his absence unavoidably be of long 
Duration, I doubt It will not be possihle, that the anangement I 
have allowell Him to make himself for the purpose of llistinguishing 
Him, can long continue, or that Ile can be expectecl to remain long 
responsible for the Duties of those OJnces. Shoultl this l>e the 
Case I cannot help trusting you with my \VisheH on the ChoiC'e of 
proper Successors to Him, relying on your l'rornise to secoml what­
ever I might h:we at Heart. 

In the first l'lace then, I will mention that among the Persons 
He has Chosen Is Mr. Blake my prirnte 8ecretary, arnl this with­
out my knowledge or his-anrl by the enelosetl Extracts from his 
Letters you will perceive, This is not merely a Compliment to me, 
hut arising from his opinion of Him-and though I will not Hay, 
that from bis Connexion & ltelationsliip to me, I am not partial to 
Him, yet I can affirm, that I do not know a Pernon here fitter for 
a Successor, and I neecl not ::;ay, ufter thi,1, How mnl'h I have thii:l 
at Heart, arnl How mortified I shall he if this may not take l'la<'C. 
Indeed It is so natural ancl, though others certainly will he apply-
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ing, yett, it is a Thiner so much to be expectecl, that I own, if in 
this first wish of minc°I shoul<l be tfo,appointed, I shall feel myself 
1·athcr Disgracccl, and held up rather in a degraded Light to the 
Colony, which I trust I shall not be. 

This I ean asrnre you, That l\Ir. nlake is perfectly a Man of 
1h1:sincss, and equal to fill any Office He may he appointed to­
nor shall I fear his Disgracing my Recommendation of Him. 

l am wry sorry now to be led, by this Subject, to mention 
anol bPr :\fatter, which arises out of It, though not 1lirectly Connected 
with I.t. 

To sooner w:u; the Irnlulrrence known which I had shown to 
Mr. ltrn:rn, But a :\fr. ,Jessup tlic Searcher of the Customs, wrote me 
a Leiter 1lemarnlincr the ~ame Indulaence an<l Claimin0" Liberty to 

0 " 
appoint n. Per:on to act in his absence an<l I under'tood He had 
prnYiously agreed with a Person who was to 8hare the Profits with 
Him of the Office cluring his ausence. The bad Conscq_uence of 
thi-, wa!'l so apparent, I.hat I felt it absolutely necessary to mark, 
that the I udnlgence shewn to l\fr. Ross was not to he drawn into a 
1'rece<lent-llecanse, if that were the Case, I must either withdraw 
from Mr. Hoss that Indulgence, or Else, every Body would soon lie 
chiming to return home, enjoying half their appointments here, as 
a Si,irw re. This I conceived Government would neYer Suffer, I 
therefore sent Him \VorJ., That If He wished to go Home He 
might, hut, in his absence, I should consider of a proper Person to 
do the Duty, and that tho I~clu]gence to Mr. Hoss was Special and 
musL not be dmwn into l'r •ce1lent. 

To I.his, I am sorry to Ray, 1 received a Hcply which I ,rill not 
repeat But he Intimated that lmYing his .Appointment from home, 
He Rcarccly regarded Him. elf as under my Contruul and thought 
lic h:ul as crood a ricrht to Indulcrence as Mr. Hoss-But Since It 

~ o n 
Was tlms, lle would not go. I am still more so1Ty to say that I 
haye since learnccl, He has heen Charged with some Improper 
( 'onduct, arnl ls now urnlcr l'rosecul.ion liefore the Courts of 
,J u:;lice. I have however taken no further notice of this foolish 
p . . msiness, hut I cannot help ob ening, That lt seem~ hy thi • ~fans 
1_nlcnc!Cll an:mgemenl, That the l)utieR of the Ofllce can lie pcr­
lonuccl for much less than He rccei, cs for H, and I am fully Con­
vincecl II may lie. I n<lee<l I hase some l)uulits, that many of the 
Ollieial Appointments might lie hotter arrarwcd than they are at 
pre cut, buL I, on thi , cannot speak with Precision at present. 
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The Revenues I am sure can be Putt under a better mode of 
Collection, and I ·wish much for Precedents to be sent me of the 
several modes of Collecting Duties & Taxes in }:nglaml, and also 
of keeping & passing Accounts at the Exchequer. 

I have troubled you with a long Confidential Letter-you have 
encouraged me to do so, by your kind Promise to second my 
Wishes, whenever occasion arose, and I will only now say, that 
your doing so, on this Occasion will be the most gratifying thing 
in the World to me. I have &c. 

(Signed) 

[Copy.] 

PROCLAMATION 

GEO. Yo!-!GE. 

By Sm GEORGE YONGE, Barcmet, tf:c., &c. 

Whereas it has become necessary that the public Piers of Cape 
Town and Simon's Town -should be repaired and rendered more 
commodious, and it being also intended in order to give greater 
facility to the landing ancl shipping of Goods and to the watering 
or other operations of Ships resorting to those Ports for the 
purposes of Commerce or refreshment, that a public Wharf or 
Pier should be constructed at or near the Rogge Bay in Table 
Bay. 

And Whereas the making such Repairs & Improvements will 
necessarily be attended with a very heavy expence and it being 
reasonable that those who reap the greatest benefit from such 
public Works should contribute towards defraying the expence 
thereof, It is therefore proposed to effect so equitable a purpose 
by equalising and in a small degree encreasing the present Impost 
of Anchorage Money or Harbour Dues. 

And Whereas the existing practice of every Ship paying tho 
Sum of twenty Rixdollars for Anchorage money or Harhour dues 
appears to be a partial and unequal Tax, inasmuch as Vessels of 
the .'lrrrttr.~t Tonna.'lr. pay no more than those of the lm.~t; I have 
thought fit to order, ancl it is herehy ordered, That from and after 
the 31st Day of March next ensuing, instead of the Anchorage 
money or Harbour dues at present paid of twenty nixdollars for-
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overy Ship, there shall he paid Anchorage money or Harbour dues 
at and aft-Or the rate of one Dutch Schelling per Ton on the 
Hegister Tonnage of all Ships or Vessels anchoring in the Ports 
or Hays of this Colony,-such Anchoraae money or Harhour dues 
to be collected and paid in like manner as the present Anchorage 
money or Harbour dues is collected and paid. 

And I hereby further order that the Ships or Vessels belonging 
to the Colony, and navigating to and from the different Bays 
thereof Ull<ler Coasting Passes renewahle every si_- l\fonths, shall 
1my Anchorage money or Jfarhour dues at the rate aforesaid 011cc 
('Very si.r. mollths, and the Masters of such Coasting Vessels shall 
not Le allowed to renew their Coasting Passes until they produce 
to the Collector of His Majesty's Customs a Certificate of having 
pai1l Ruch Harhour 1lues. 

Given under my Hand & Seal at the Castle of Good Hope 
this Hth day of J.<'ebruary 1800. 

(Signed) 

[Copy.] 

PIWCLA:M:ATION 

GEO. YOKGE. 

By SIR GEOnGt YONGE, Baronet, &c., &c. 

\Vhereas Representation has been made to me that frequent 
tl~efls and other iITegularitios are committed in the Cape & 
Simon's Town hy slaves and free people of colour, who, under 
~ho name of Coolies or Porters, ply for hire at tho \Vharfs and 
ln tho Streets of the beforementioned Towns; now, in order to 
put a stop to such practices in future, and at the same time to 
e~tablish rPgnlarity all(l good order amongst that useful class of 
people, I do hereby order all(l commarnl that henceforth no person 
of colour whatsoever Rhall urnler any pretence act as a Coolie or 
1'01:ter unless snrh person or persons shall have previously enrolled 
then· names at the Fiscal's and shall Jiave recoi veil from his oflice 
a numbered Ticket which they shall wear hanging rnund their 
n~ek8 , as a hadgc of their employment, and any pen:;on or penions 
01 eolm1r al'(ing C'onlrnry to (hl'SI' my positive on[pn, and 1·01nnumd~ 
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shn11, if a free person, upon conviction he imprisoned for the Rpac(} 
of three months, and if a slave, shall hesides eorporal pnni~hment 
lie condemned to work at the public works for the aho,e men­
tioned space of time. And any free person of colour who shall 
lend his Ticket to another shall be imprisoned for the space of 
six months besides receiving corporal punishment. And, in case 
of death, the relations and friends of the deceased are hereby 
ordered and commanded under the Penalty of Ffre Hundred Hix­
dollars to return immediately, to the l<'iscal's office the Ticket 
possesse<l by the deceased. The same nile and regulation is 
strictly enjoined to the Master or Mistress of any slave wl10 
shall have acted as a Coolie, under the penalty in case of dis­
obedience of Five Hundretl Uix<lollars likewi:e. 

And I do hereby caution all the Inhahitants and Rtrangers who 
may anive here not to employ any person to carry burthens for 
them who is not possessed of that pulJlic mark, as they must do 
it at their own risk, their property being no longer recoverable 
l1y Law iflost. 

And I do further authorize arnl empower the Fisml to inflid, 
all the pains and to levy all the penalties that those who disobey 
these my orders and commands will become liable to, arnl in ca, e 
of complaint heing m,ule of any person or pers011s who shall haYe 
olJtainetl a Ticket to act as Coolie or Porter ha,iug hcha\·e,I 
contrm·y to the regulations lwrehy estal1lishe,l, or sueh as shall 
lie estalilished by the Burgher ~enate under my authority, the 
}'iscal has full power given him to illflil't on the offender such 
punishment as the nature of the offence rnay require. 

Arnl whereas no regular rate has as yet been cstal1lislte,l fm· 
the hire of '\\'aggons to all(l from ~imo11',; To\\'n, Hottentots 
IIollarnl, &c., &c., in consequence of \\'hif'h frcq1wnt c·omplai11ts 
arc ma1le of the exorl1itm1cy of the I >emandR, thu rntes h1•ing 
wholly arbitrary; in order therefore to pro,idti as well fin· tlw 
interest of the person hiring out his wag.,011 as for tho, e who hin, 
it, I do herehy empower tlw Bnrghl'r f;euate to make n11d nppoi11t, 
such rates of Hire as to them shall appear ju t arnl fair, \\'lii,.J1 
rate, when so eslahlislwd, . hall he fixt,d up in llw most pn1Jli1, 
places the beginning of eYcry month, in order that no p1•rso11 rnay 
plead ignorance then•of, and any per.' 011 or ]>L'rsons n•fn,,i111r to 
ahitle hy tl1osL, rngulations when established shall pay a lino 111' 

Fi\1) Hull(lnid Hixdollar>1, to lit· ap1n·o11ri:1tetl lo\\'ard thl• rq,:1i 1· 
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of the streets in Cape Town. The same Regulations are to be 
obserrnd with respect to the Hire of saddle Horses. 

niven under my Hand & Seal at the Castle of Good Hope this 
l\Jth Day of .February 1800. 

(Signed) 

rcopy J 
PW)CLXl\fATION 

GEO. YONGE. 

B!J Sm CiEORCE YONGE, 1Joro,1ct, &c., cf:c. 

\Vhercas it appears to me upon enquiry that seYeral Clubs arnl 
other Societies hold frequent Meetings in this place, without 
either the KnO\dedge, Appro1.Jation, or License of Government; 
In order therefore to preYent any more such Clubs or Societies 
being estaLlished without the consent of Government being 
prm iously obta.ined, and at the same time to sanction those 
that at present exist, if upon enquiry being made into the nature 
and cause of their meeting it appears that no evil is likely to 
result from them, I do hereby order and commarnl, and it is 
hereby ordered and commande (, that a Heturn of all Clnhs and 
other Societies existing at present in Cape Town shall, on or 
before the 25th day of 1\Brch next, be made and delivered into 
the Ollice of the Secretary of the Colony, Ly the Person or Persons 
at whose House ,mch Club or Society is held, together with an 
exaet aecount of the Origin & Nature of their Institution, which 
account such person is herel,y required to demand of such Club 
or 1-iol'iety, under the Penalty of 500 Hixdollars in case of ~ T eglect 
or Uefusal to make such Ueturn as aforesaid; and from and after 
the sai<l 2."ith ::\farch no Clul1s or ~ocieties which hnse Leen 
hitherto hel<l or instituted, nor any ('Jub or Society hereafter to 
lm instituted, shall he sufl'ere1l to continue, or to lwl<l any 1\Ieeting, 
without the preYions sanction or approbation of <lornrmncnt and 
"ithont taking out an annual Lil'eme for the same, and also paying 
the sum of twenty-fiYe Hix<lollarn for snt'h License into the hands 
of the lte<·ciYer Ocnera1, aml without pro<lncing aimnallya Itcccipt 
from lli'I :\1ajesty's Hec<!ivcr (hmcral of their ha, ing paid the 
sum of l\n•11ty-fh<' ltix<lollarn in~o his hand;:i, arnl any l'(•rsou or 
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I>ersons that shall be foun<l to hol<l Meetings, or to allow any 
Club or other Society of any description to aR,;emhle in their 
houses without such Approbation and LfrenRe, Rhall fur the first 
offence pay a fine of 500 Rixdollars, one thir<l of which Rhall be 
for the benefit of the Informer, the Remainder to be diRpoRecl of 
according to the custom in like cases; and for a second Offence 
they shall have their house and property confiscatecl, and be 
moreover banished from the Colony, the sai<l I>enalty & Punish­
ment to be inflicted on conviction before the proper Court. 

And it likewise appearing that a number of Billiard TalJlcs aro 
kept in different Parts of this Town and it,; Environs, which con­
tribute greatly to the encouragement of Idleness & dissipation; 
in order therefore as much as possible to discourage such practices, 
I do hereby declare and make known that no Person or Persons 
whatsoever shall be at liberty to keep a public Hilliard Tahle 
in his or their house, unless they shall have previously obtained 
Permission for the same from His Majesty's Fiscal and shall have 
paid the sum of Fifty Rixdollars into the hands of His :Majesty's 
Receiver General, a receipt for which they must produce previous 
to their Certificate or Lic'3llse being made out annually; and any 
person or persons regardless of these my orders arnl commands 
who shall keep a Billiard Table, and shall neglect taking out the 
regular License for the :-iame as aforesaid, shall have his Billiard 
Tahle confiscated, an<l also forfeit arnl pay ihe sum of GOO Rix­
dollars over and above the I>enalty declare<l to be inflicte<l on 
I>ersons holding Clubs or Meetings without License, and shall al~o 
suffer the like Punishment of Banishment on convieiion lJefore 
the proper Court. 

Given urnler my Hand & Seal at the Castle of Good Hope this 
19th :February 1800. 

(Rigneu) 

[Copy.] 

Lrttcr fro1n MAJOR OE:--;EHAL Du.·n.\s to Sm GE01tc:E Yo. ·r.r. 

Ro1rni:11os1 II 201/t Fi l,rua ry l 800. 

In pnrsnancc of Your Excellency's desire of ohtainiw,, as 
conYey<•d to me in your h•ller of the 1 Gth lnsl:111t, a. 'latl•111Pnl in 

' 
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w';"iting of the Instructions which were left by me with Mr. 
Maynier for the regulation of his conduct as Commissioner in the 
District of Graaff Reinet after my departure from thence, I have 
now the honor of communicating the particulars of my orders and 
Instructions to Mr. Maynier for the management of the public 
affairs of that District which is for the present under his direction 
and situated on the frontiers of the Colony, which Instructions 
were given him with a view to ensure the security of His Majesty's 
Government as well as of the persons and properties of its 
Inhabitants, it having hecome e1,sentially necessary to preserve the 
peace of a country District upon the tranquillity of which the 
safety and prosperity of the other Districts of this Colony in some 
degree at least, if not altogether depend. 

Before I enter upon the matter of the Instructions under which 
Mr. Maynier at present regulates his conduct it will be proper for 
me to communicate some particulars respecting the origin and 
progress of the late disturbances in the District of Graaff Reinet of 
which Your Excellency may not possibly be as yet fully informed, 
however I shall in general terms only touch upon the course and 
circumstances of those disturbances so as not unnecessarily to 
detain you nor occupy your time, meaning to report such 
particulars only as appear to me to be undispensably necessary to 
enable Your Excellency thoroughly to comprehend the nature of 
this very important subject. 

An insurrection hrv,ing taken place in the District of Graaff 
Reinet of which intelligence reached the Cape on the 16th February 
l 7!J9, this Revolt con~isting of a Body of armed Farmers, who in 
the first instance re1,cued a Prisoner Adriaan van ,Taarsveldt, who 
Was in custody by a decree of the Court of ,Justice, afterwards the 
Insurgents proceeded to deprive the Landrost of his authority, and 
to tbr •atcu his life; in consequence of which Hevolt such rneasurds 
Were immecliatcly aclopted here for apprehending and bringing to 
1nrnishmc11t the Actors and Instigators of it, as, I am happy to say 
proved efl'eC"tual, since 1 GO nearly the whole of the Insurgents 
snrrenderecl thems •Ives to Bricraclier General Vancleleur and the 
T " roops nuder his comrnancl upon the uth of April last, who 
agreeable to my orcler::i apprchendecl the Ringleaders of the ln­
HlllTt•l'! iu11, ~O of "hom rernaiu ~till 11ncler cuniinement in the 
C:a8tle, and dismissed the n•st upon their gi\'ing 1mch security 
for 11wir o-ocHl lwhaYio11r in fotm·t- a::; till' Jlcrnor and Saft'ly uf 0 . 

lI I. 
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His :Majesty's Governmenl in this part of the World scem'd to 
require. 

These Disorders being terminated without bloodshed by the 
judicious exertions of those employed to quell them aml hy the 
dread only of our arms without their exertion, I flatterCll myself 
with having accomplished the restoration of the public tranquillity, 
conse<Juently I had resohed to withtlraw His Majesty's Troops 
from the District of Graaff Heinet as their services there were no 
longer neceRsary ; however the public disorders were soon after 
renewed by the Caffres ancl Hottentots dwelling on the confines of 
the Colony ,dth whom hostilities commenced of a <liRtreRsful kirnl, 
and by the effects of whieh the lives and properties of the White 
Inhabitants as ·well as the authority of Government itself were 
seriously endangered, as the Savages having supplied themselves 
with Arms and Ammunition, committed. acts of Outrage and 
barbarity throughout the Country which local circumstances made 
it diflicult if not altogether impossible to prevent. 

It is proper here to communicate to Your Excellency the causes 
of the unfortunate Hottentot and Oaffre "\Var in which the Colony 
has heen recently involved, which are as follows:-

I must in the first instance observe that as some time previous 
to the Capture of the Cape by His Majesty's Troops in 17%, the 
Government of the Dutch East India Company ha(l resohed upon 
the extention of their limits from the Camtoos to the <lrnat Fish 
Hirnr the English Government has naturally considered that 
agreeable to the terms of Capitulation the last mentione<l Hiver 
forms the boundary of the settlement to which His Maj('sty's 
jurisdiction extends. Some hordes of Caffres however who formerly 
dwelt on the Camtoos Hiver have remained within the limits of 
the Colony on the banks of lhe Snn<lay and Boshe mans I:in-rs 
who have been represented lo the late Uovemor Earl 1\lacartm•y 
and likewise to me as Refugees or De. ertoni from the (heat Calli·, 
~ ation from the further f;i<le of the Fish Hiver, though tho Calli·, 

on thi side have never bel'n compelled to quit the Banks of tho 
two Rivers already mentionCll, aml it is to an error n•,;pcctinrr the 
situation of those Caffres, with the violent and injudi('ious at tempts 
which were made for the purpose of driving them over the Great 
Fish River our late contests with them are to he ascribed; 
hostilities having been commenced with the said Caffres soon after 
the succ •ssful termination of the Military operations ncrain t tl1, 
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Dutch Boors in the month of April last, the result of which has 
Leen already mentioned. 

Many of the Hottentots of the District of Graaff Ileinet having 
been imluced to abandon the farmers with whom they had long 
lived in a state of Slavery and under oppression, they joined the 
English Troops and the Standard of Br. General Vandeleur upon 
his first appearance in the Country in the month of l\farch, a 
circumstance which very much discouraged the Hebel Boors who 
had made every possiule effurt to secure the fidelity and assistance 
of the Hottentots who are accustomed to the use of fire arms and 
excellent Marksmen; therefore this desertion contributed to the 
success of the Brigadier's suusequent operations against the Boors, 
but unfortunately the Hottentots being of a nature extremely fickle 
and inconstant, preferring a wandering mode of life to any other, 
and perhaps there having been found negligence on our part with 
respect to the proper and timely disposal of the Crowds of 
Hottentots both Men and \V omen and Children which had joined 
Briga(lier General Vandeleur's Corps, they very soon became 
suspicious of the good faith or intentions of the English Govern­
ment towards them and possibly •fearing to be compelled by us to 
return to the habitations of their old Oppressors the Boors many 
of the Hottentots thereupon- unexpectedly quitted Brigadier 
General Vandeleur's Detachment, and unitinrr with the Caffres 
their fellow Ravages they ~uddenly attacked together with them 
the houses of the Country people, plundering and desolating 
the Country of Graaff Heinet and murdering the defenceless 
Inhabitants. 

I have thus recited in a few words the occasion of the Union 
between the Caffre and Hottentot honles with some other particulars 
to whi<-h may (be) atirilmted our suhsequent troublesome tran~­
actions with thm;e Ravages. 

It has al ways heen my intention to ac<1uire the friendship of the 
:-;avages <!welling on the Confines of the Colony as I conceive it to 
!1e an l'i-S<'ntial Object for the English Government to secure to 
1t:-ielf urn!er the prei:;ent cireumslancei:; of this Country and the 
<~isp.ositioni:; of the people, hut as it was signified to me that the 
:affres heing suffered to remain on this side of the Fish River was 
incompatible with the permanent tranquillity of the Country I 
'~a~ prevailed upon to <lirect that by means of a negotiation, or hy 
giving i-ome of the customary presents to the Callies those . houhl 
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be induced who it was supposed had left their own country io 
return to it; uut unluckily in cal.Tying my intentions inio effect a 
petty warfare between His Majesty's Troops and the Sarnges look 
place the distressing effects of which upon the country al large 
were immediately felt, and it was to put an end to them that I 
found it necessary to leave the Seat of Government in the heginui11g 
of August last, it being apparently at that time impossible for me 
to rely upon any other judgment than my own or upon Yague and 
contradictory reports for making a decision as to the measures 
which could restore peace or protect the Colony. 

As the Dutch InhalJitants of this Colony in general are by their 
nature and the habits of their lives so extremely timid and indolent 
as to be altogether disqualified for the fatigues of a military life, 
and as it was found to be almost impossible for regular Troops to 
follow with any likelihood of effect through :Fastnesses ancl over a 
wide and mountainous Country, S:wages or Gangs of Plunderers, 
who capable of eluding every pursuit could not be attacked but 
were able to commit according to their pleasure and almost upon 
every occasion with impunity acts of unparalleled cruelty or 
mischief, therefore after considering upon the spot the situation of 
things in Graaff Heinet and on the frontiers of Swelleudam at my 
arrival there in the beginning of Septernher I resolved to endeavour 
to cure the disorders and remedy the evils of the Country by 
making peace with the Caffres and at the same lime if po~sible to 
pacify and regain the confidence of the Hottenlots; lwwernr at all 
events it was necessary to break off the confederacy or league 
which had Leen unhappily formed for the first time lJetween the 
two sets of Savages, since it was evident that by a combination of 
Caffres ancl Hottentots, owiug to the dispositions of the l>utch 
peasantry and the local circumstances of the Country as alrea<ly 
mentioned, th' whole Colony was threatoneu with <lustruction. 

Having now stated to Your gxcollency the circumstances which 
arose and the condition of public affairs previous to any attL•rnpts 
for making peace, I am now to detail the steps that were taken in 
order to attain peace, to which I propose to join my opinion of 
the Measures necessary for its preservation, and to which de,iirable 
end Mr. Maynier's Instrnctions mul the system of conduct under 
which he acts in the Districts placed under his authority have 
been solely framed. 

The communicating in the first instance with the ho tile Cafl'res 
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arnl Hottentots was known to be attended with some personal 
danger to any one who should venture to vi-it them for that 
purpose, since Sarnges know not how to spare but destroy without 
any ceremony any one who approaches them when in a state of 
war whom they consider as an Enemy, I am bound to acknowledge 
that it is to the courage and address of Mr. Maynier to which the 
}mulic is iudeb1.ecl for 1.he restoration of tran<]uillity on the confines 
of this Colony, as he did not hesitate at my desire to go to the 
kmals of the Caffres and Hottentots to communicate to them my 
ani val in their Country with a view, as he informed them, to 
remove eYery grievance and to do justice to all descriptions of 
l\1cn, and through the exertions of this Gentleman with his perfect 
knowledge of the habits, dispositions and propensities of the 
Sarnges with whom he had to treat there was not much difficulty 
in bringing them to submit themselves to such conditions as I was 
willing to prescribe. 

The attention of Mr. 1faynier has been directed to, since the 
conclusion of the peace, and his Instructions consist in the 
following points. 

1st. To endeavour to convince the Hottentots and Caffres that 
it is the intention of His Britannic Majesty's Government to 
alleviate the sufforings of the former, and to prevent in future the 
injustice which upon many occasions has been done the latter on 
the part of the farmers in their dealings ,vi1.h them. 

2ndly. To see that a Hegister of the Hottentots, l\fen ·women 
and Children who are employed in the sen-ice of the different 
farmers is established and kept at the Drostdy by the Landrost in 
which is to be specified the names of the parties, :Farmer and 
liuttentot, ,vith the age condition and term of service of the latter, 
and the Landrost is likewise instructed not to suffer with impunity 
any acts of Violenee or Cruelty as have been usual on the part of 
thu Farmers toward the Hottentot. 

3rdly. As the Native Ilottm1tots possess no property in the 
Country, havincr heen de1nived of their Cattle aml lands by the 
l' n >Uropean Settlers in Africa, they harn no means of procuring 
suhsi tence at present unless at the Houses of the Country people, 
tlier~f'ore Mr. Maynier is employe<l in persua<ling as many as 
1',oi;sihlc of tho runaway Hottentot:; to retmn to the Service of the 
l•armen, under the protection or guarantl>c of the Hegister with the 
oxeeption of a few of the Hottentot Captains wht,se individual 
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safety would be endangered by returning to the Boors, as they have 
become particularly obnoxious to them ; therefore Mr. l\1aynier 
has been instructed to point out to Government such unoccupied 
plantations or grounds as can with propriety be appropriated for 
the use and accommodation of the Hottentot Captains with their 
adherents, it having been likewise desired that they may be at the 
outset supplied with such articles as they stand in eRsential need 
of to enable them in future to provide themselves with provisions 
and necessaries. 

4thly. With respect to the Caffres on this side the :Fish River, 
Mr. Maynier has been directed to allow them to remain at their 
kraals on the banks of the Sunday and Boschesmans Hivers or in 
other words in the situation in which we found them, provided 
however that they do not molest the Boors dwelling in their 
neighbourhood, and as it has been hitherto experienced that the 
Caffres are faithful to their engagements, if not attacked, there is 
no reason to apprehend from the Caffres on this side the .Fish Hiver 
a renewal of hostilities. 

5thly. The residence at this time of a few of the disaffected 
Dutch families consisting of Nine or Ten with the Great Caffre 
Nation on the other side the Greot :Fish Hiver where they fled to 
avoid the Troops under Brigadier General Vandeleur is a matter 
of considerable importance to the Colony, as it cannot be doubted 
that should any war take place with the Great Caffre Nation it 
will take its origin from them, consequently l\1r. l\Iay11ier has been 
desired to use his best endeavours for withdrawing those people 
out of the Caffre Country, and by a free pardon for pm,t offence,;, 
but on renewal of the oath of allegiance, to induce them to return 
into their own Country. 

uthly. As many of the Dutch farmers as shewell themselves 
well disposed towards the British Government upon the iirnt 
disturbances of their countrymen have unfortunately suffered in 
their property hy the fate deprellations of the SavagPs, some of 
those people ha\'ing confided upon the presence and protection of 
His Majesty's Troops within their J>istrict, directions have been 
given to l\1r. l\foynicr to obtain and transmit to <lovernment in 
Cape Town a list of all such innocent and unfortunate persons, so 
as to be aLle to determine as to some relief for them, whid1 the 
power of giving a preference in the Grant of Lands, arnl some 
other indulgences may hereafter enable Government to afford. 
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7thly. The neceRsity that the Lieutenant Governor was under of 
leaving Graaff Reinet before a re titution took place of any pro­
portion of the Cattle taken from the Farmers by the Hottentots 
and Caffres rendered it requisite to leave with Mr. Maynicr the 
making such final arrangement as he might find practicable upon 
that head. 

8thly. A Sum of Money having been collected as a fine, and 
paid by the per ·ons concerned in the rescue of Van Jaarsveld it 
has been appropriateJ. as a fund to enable Mr. Maynier to grant 
pecuniary compensation to those Farmers and their families whose 
losses and poYerty require more particular consideration. The 
money levied on the scorn of Fines amounts to alJOut 9000 
1/i.·clollars to which will be added the value of the Cattle taken 
from the Caffre hordes by the Troops an<l applied to their use by 
the Commissary on the public account, and who has been directed 
to pay for the Cattle accordingly ; Mr. l\faynier has been directed 
to attend to this subject, and will rciport to Government as soon as 
possible the steps he has taken respecting the money or the 
application of it. 

Uthly. As being a matter of the greatest public importance 
l\fr. Maynier has already l,een employed to strengthen and secure 
a good understanding with the Caffres and Boschesmcn in general, 
and the great Caffre ~ T ation 'in particular, having paid one visit 
!1eforn my dep.irture to Guyka their King for that purpose. As it is 
:n.the power of the 8ayage to disturh and distress the Country, it 
1s certainly conYenienL for the Colonists to be at peace with them, 
but I eonsider their friendship to be above all things at present 
the true interest of the Briti;ih Government. 

l0thly. As all the contest and di putes which have taken place 
~et ween the Caffr •s and the people of the Colony have originated 
111 an illicit trade for 'uttle carried on under circum lance· of 
ltluch inju lice on the part of the Boors, it will he neces. ary for 
Uovemment, to enforce th, laws already existing relative to the 
Calfre intercourse with the Inhabitants or Lo enact new ones upon 
that subject, therefore it has been rceommended to Mr. ::\fo.ynier to 
l>oint out or recommend some plan Lo Government at the Cape, by 
llle:tns of which an exclm,ive tnule with the Caffrcs if' necessary for 
'attle may l>e estal>li, heel with the sanction or uncler the superin­

tendency of the Agents of UuYernmcnt. 
11 thly. The events which have taken place in the Difltrict of 
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Graalf Reinet having evinced the necessity for the presence of the 
Troops in that quarter in order to awe the turbulent Inhabitants 
and for supporting the Civil Magistrate in the execution of his 
office, a Post has therefore been established near the landing place 
on the coast of Algoa Bay named :Fort Frederick. The :Military 
station is secured upon ground the most eligible for it by means of 
a Block House and Stone Redoubt furnished with Cannon and a 
Garrison consisting at present of 300 men under the command of 
a Field officer whose orders are to enforce the strictest regularity 
and discipline amongst the Troops essential with respect to the 
conduct both of officers and men, Major Lemoyne having been also 
directed to act upon the defensive until such time as he obtains 
orders from bead quarters, but to assist and co-operate with 
Mr. Maynier in promoting the Public Service in the District of 
Graaff Reinet to whose sentiments Major Lemoyne has been 
desired to pay the greatest deference and respect, and to whose 
instructions he will strictly attend to and conform. 

I have not given in the foregoing pages minute details, nor do I 
pretend to have fully stated all the particulars which occurred in 
the course of the late disturbances, from a recital of which 
Your Excellency would derive neither pleasure nor requisite 
information. 

It is not my intention to presume to trouble Your Excellency 
with any reflections of mine relative to the past nor observations 
as to the future management of affairs in the Country Districts of 
this Colony, however I think it proper to repeat that as the late 
Caffre War took its origin or foundation in a mistake and was 
contrary to our interest, true policy required us to put an end 
to it. 

The confidence in and affection of the Caffres for our Govern­
ment have been certainly lessened by late events, but I am of 
opinion a wise and prudent system of conduct may be expected to 
remove their prejudices and reconcile them to us. 

The duration of a new War with the Caffres should such a War 
happen, could not be estimate<l, and it is more than prolmble that 
it would uring along with it disappointment and disgrace. 

The agitation into which the minds of the different descriptions 
of people in the District of Graaff Rein et have been lately thrown 
cannot be suddenly repressed, and possibly some of the Hottentots 
will continue to be guilty of crimes or for a time may com111it 
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outrages, nevertheless a formal warfare with them ought also to lie 

avoided. 
I ha rn now said enough for affording Your Excellency according 

to your desire a competent knowledge upon a suliject respecting 
which you required information. If I have said perhaps too much 
it has proe!,)ede1l from my anxiety to comply thus amply with 

your commands. I have etc. 
(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

[Copy.] 

A,uwcrs to Quc,stions proposed by Sm GEORGE YONGE relative 
to the District of Gra{ljf-Rcinct. 

24th February 1800. 

Question 1st. 

\Vhat are supposed to lie the causes and first origin of the first 

Insurreetion ? 

AnsU'er. 

The weak Administration of the Dutch Government, the remote 
Situation of the Boors, and the consequent difficulty of laying hold 
on any Criminal amongst them ; accustomed to their own wills, 
and to obey the first im'lmlse of their unruly passions, liYing 
almost insulated, surrounded by nothing but their Hottentots 
whom they treated in an arbitrary manner, they considered them­
selves as independent of all legal restraints, despising their 
Magistrates and the orders of their Government upon all occa­
sions. Added to this a number of the Soldiers of the disbanded 
Hegiments in the Dutch Service on our taking the Cape had been 
allowed (perhaps inadvertently) to settle in the Country, and 
almoRt every Boor of any consideration had one of them employed 
as a Schoolmaster to his children. 

The. e men carrieJ with them into tho country the first principles 
of Jacobinism and Hepublicanism whid1 they had been taught at 
the Cape, the effects of which have Rince shewn themselves, the 
ignorant Boors having soon professed themselves Patriots before 
they knew more of the meaning of the word than that it required 
them to oppose the existing Government. 
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In order to afford Your Excellency more complete information 
respecting the habits of these people, I have to observe to you that 
they are accustomed from their infancy to the use of firearms ; 
this no doubt had its effect also, and they thought that what their 
folly had brought them to begin, their skill in the use of their 
weapons would enable them to perform, not suspecting courage 
to Le also requisite to resist successfully a determined Enemy. 

Van Jaarsveld (whose rescue from the few dragoons guarding 
him was the first act of hostility committed although not the 
origin of the Insurrection for which a plan had been some time 
formed) was a man of consideration amongst them, having been 
Veld Commandant of the remotest Settlers before the Dutch 
Government had constituted the present District of Graaff Reinet 
into a Drostdy or Province and appointed the proper officers for 
the management of its concerns. 

I cannot conclude this article without observing to Your 
Excellency that the Boors are the strongest compound of 
cowardice and cruelty, of treachery and cunning, and of most 
of the bad qualities with few very few of the good ones, of the 
human mind. 

Question 2nd. 

What are the circumstances alluded to or the conduct on the 
part of the English which gave suspicions to the Hottentots of a 
want of good faith, and how soon did their suspicions shew them­
selves? 

Ans1ccr. 

It is necessary to observe in answer to this question that the 
Boors had placed no small reliance on the assistance they supposed 
they could receive from their Hottentots to whose defection I am 
convinced in a great measure we may atirilmte the conclusion of 
the operations a0 ainst the Boors without bloodshed. 

The many injustices and cruelties they had suffered from the 
Boors inclined them naturally to favor the English whom they 
looked upon as their Deliverers . 

.After the Boors had surrendered and were confined, the Hotten­
tots profited of that moment of alarm to get possession of arms 
but the general tranquillity of the Country demanded their lleing 
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taken from them which was done, and which was the first thing 
that awakened any suspicion of foul play. Ho treacherous and 
bloodthirsty are the Boor who were the only white people whom 
they had ever seen or had had any intercourse with that it was but 
natural that they 1,hould be suspicious. 

They remained however quietly at our different quarters but 
repeatedly mentioned that it would be impossible for them to 
sulmist in 1.he Country after the Troops were withdrawn, as the 
Boors would in all probability murder them, and requested that 
Government would point out some method for their future subsist­
ence and allot them some ground. 

About one hundred of the youngest of them enlisted in the 
Hottentot Corps. 

The greater part of the Troops having been sent back to Cape 
Town and seeing that the Caffres remained in statu quo notwith­
standing the endeavors of our Troops and of the Dutch Boors, and 
from 1.he circumstance of the Boors haYing been called on to join 
us to attack the Caffres, they began to think there was a possibility 
of their being restored to their ancient oppressors, and that a union 
with the Caffres (with whom they otherwise are generally on bad 
terms) would tend much to render them independent of the Boors. 
The Caffres on the other sj.de were no doubt glad to receive a 
considerable reinforcement of men who were accustomed to the 
use of fire arms, and they began immetliately upon this union to 
plunder and burn the fa'Plners houses, and seize their Cattle for 
their subsistence. The :Farmers looking up 1.o us for protection 
and flocking tu-ouud us appmu-ed to the Hottentots to be the 
cementing of an union against them more and more, and there 
cannot be a doubt that if the pacific measures had not been 
adopted at the moment they were, every Hottentot in Graaff 
Heinet, Hwellen<lam and Stellenliosch would have deserted to their 
lirethren in arms who strencrthened uy the accession of such 

' 0 

numbers would haYe canied desolation an<l. destruction o-rer every 
part of the Colony. 

To sum up then the occurrences that gave the Hottentots 
reason to suspect us and in the end to abandon us, they were as 
follows:-

J At. Their having been disarmed. 
~rnlly. The Boors having been called in to unite with us in an 

attack upon the Caffres. 
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3rclly. Fear of being o1,liged to return to their ancient oppressors 
after the Troops were withclrawn. 

4tbly. The Caffres equally enemies to the Boors ancl to the 
English at that time appeared to be the most likely people to 
protect them from the Boors and indeed who would be glad of 
such an accession of strength, ancl with whom they could live in 
an unoppressecl and independent manner. 

Question 3rd. 

Did the Hottentots quit General Vandeleur before or after the 
Troops were withtlrawn, and bad they previously impressed their 
dissatisfaction or made any complaints, and to whom, and if any 
were made was it before the Troops were withdrawn, or had any 
steps been taken to justify these complaints ? 

Ansicer. 

This question is so intimately blended with the preceding one 
that the answer to the one may almost serve as an answer to the 
other, however it may perhaps be necessary to add that no steps 
had been taken to satisfy them as to their future subsistence. The 
officer commanding upon the spot could not take upon himself to 
interfere with the political arrangements of the District, and had 
only attempted to satisfy them with words until my orders could 
be received. I allowed m, many as thought proper to enlist in the 
Hottentot Corps, ordered them all to ue suusistecl for the present, 
and most certainly they were uppermost in my thoughts and plans 
for the future settlement of the District of Graaff Heinct, but 
before I could have time to make any arrangement in consc11uencc 
of the distance of the Scat of Government arnl the time that 
necessarily elapsed in my communications with Algoa Hay, the 
reasons given in answer to the seconcl question induced them to 
leave us. 

The Hottentots left us after the Major I)art of the Troops had 
been sent back, and inueC(l when the number of Troops at Algoa 
Day was inconsideraule expecting as before mentioned that they 
would most probably be all withdrawn which was in fal't in 
contemplation after all chance of hoslililies had ceased, and the 
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Hottentots apprehenrlerl thut in 1.hat case they would fall a 
sacrifice to the fury of the Boors. 

Qllrstion 4th. 

Are there any other places fit for lanr1ing ]lesicles the spot where 
:Fort Fre<lerick is erected? and how near are they, and is this the 
mo~ commodious landing pface in the Bay, and the motlt likely to 
be aitomptecl ? 

The Beach near the 1,pot which is a1 present occupied hy the 
British Troops is by far the most commoclious spot for landing, the 
most sheltered from the wincls, and the nearest to the usual 
anchorage grom1<l, hut thrre are fifty other places where people 
may land not on1y in Swartkops or Algoa Hay, lmt close to the 
·westward there is Camtoos Hay, the Uronnne River Bay, Pletten­
bergs Bay, and in fact the whole coast is a succession of open Bays 
where at times a landing is practicable ; but the idea and expecta­
tions conceived of the Post called :Fort :Frederick were never raised 
so high as to suppo e that 350 men with the assistance of a small 
work could possibly prevent an Enemy from landing along a Coast 
<Jf nearly HOO miles in length. The utmost that has ever Leen 
expeckd is that the Troops left there may he able to presen·e 
themsehes against any internal Foe, and against any external one, 
so far at least as to oblige him to come in force as nothing like a 
collp dr• ma in can carry the works erected or erecting there, and to 
be able to carry this Post an Enemy must land some heavy Guns, 
a matter of some difficulty in face of our Troops upon ( at Uie 
best uf times) a beach where there is always a pretty considerable 
surf. 

If the Em•my in con eq uence determines to larnl hi, cannon at 
tl,1e Cromme HiYer Bay 01 any other 1,pot remote from Fort 
h·e<lcrick in or<ler to attack it, the transporting of his Ouns, with 
the passane of two or thn•e Hiven; which flow between the two 

'"' Bay~ wuul<l affonl time for intelligrnce of !tis operations to be 
conveyc,l to Ctipe Town. 

I conceive that even after Uw larnling of the Gnnfl of an Enemy 
tl:e Garrison may hol<l out some time (my calculation is a fort­
n10ht) t•ven Rllp]> 1si11g no prpvious intelligence to ha\'e n'ache,l 
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them of an intended attack, as in that case it would be an easy 
matter for a few mounted men and Hottentots to drive the 
country to a certain extent, and deprive the Enemy of Draught 
Cattle and other supplies which would materially retard his 
operations. 

The works consist of a small Block House for sixty men erected 
close to the watering place for the security and certainty of water, 
and having some stores and huts for the men under its protection, 
there are likewise two 3 pounders in the Block House. 

A little more retired on an Eminence stands a stone Redoubt of 
80 feet square with two 8 pounders, the walls being 9 feet high, 
and it being intended to Stockade and troup de coup around it ; it 
completely commands the Block House and all beneath and might 
likewise command a Sea Battery of some heavy Guns with a 
furnace, if judged necessary, for the protection of our shipping or 
the further hindrance of an Enemy landing near the Post or even 
anchoring in the Bay. An invading }:nemy would in all likeli­
hood attack our possessions in that remote part of the Colony 
being induced to do so by the invitation of the disaffected and the 
information received from them, and most undoubtedly their first 
step would be to get possession of this Post, for while it continues 
in our possession our Garrison there can either be relieved or 
reinforced at pleasure, and it becomes our Depot for any future 
operations. 

The utility of this l'ost must likewise be considered as great in 
respect of the preservation of public tranquillity and as a check 
upon the turbulent disposition of the Boors. 

The Boors had never certainly any idea that the British Govern­
ment would or could send Troops to those remote parts of the 
Colony, and seemed to have acted accordingly, but having shewn 
them that the arm of Government can reach them, it became 
necessary that so salutary a Lesson should not so speedily be 
forgotten. 

If unfortunately it should become necessary hereafter to march 
against any number of them again in arms, a point from whence 
you can direct your operations, where your supplies can he re­
ceived, and if unfortunately (which must always be looked to) our 
Troops are beaten, a safe retreat with a supply of water and where 
no force can cut off your communication with your shipping will 
be of the utmost importance to possess. 

I 

I  
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Furthermore whilst a British Fort exists in that Country 
the :Farmers will pay their rents a thing heretofore unusual, the 
treatment of the Hottentots will he better and in general the 
administration of the Country will find its orders and regulations 
more punctually attendell to; perhaps these last mentioned 
advantages might have been procured with a smaller Ganison, hut 
it became necessary not only to think of the existing circumstances 
but what might occur and the safety and security of the Carrison, 
the prosperity of the English name which would receive a severe 
shock from any accidPnt happening to the GaITison made it 
necessary to leave one of the prc::;ent numbers. 

The Commanding Officer has hcen most positiYely ordered to 
act on the defensive only, and to hold out if possible until he is 
relieved or reinforced from here, for this purpose his Ganison is 
sufficiently strong, nor should I be very willing to trust any 
ofliccr under the rank allll experience of a General Officer with 
the direction of offensive operations of such magnitude and 
importance. 

Que tiM 5th. 

How many hours march is :Fort Frederick from the Dro tdy of 
Graaff Heinet? Is the road commodious or are there any pa .. es 
on the way which if posse. sod by an Enemy might either in­
commolle or interrupt the ·ommunication between Fort :Frederick 
and the Drostdy, and if any what are they? 

An ·1ccr. 

The tfo,tance between I◄'ort .Frctlerick an<l the Drostdy of Graaff 
Heiuet is about lUO computed miles or about (as we found by 
e.·pericnce) nine clays march. 

The Passes are amazingly strong and the road is to be defended 
Ly few again.-t many with sul'cess; one pass in particular called 
the Poort is almost impassable in face of a resolute enemy. 

~cveral other parts of the road arc to be passed with great 
caution supposing an Enemy in your neighbourhood. 

.. 
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Question Gth. 

Is the situation of Fort Fmleriek such as to facilitate the 
entrance into the Caffre Country (if there should he occasion) or 
stop the Caffres from inva<ling the Colony on that side shonlcl they 
attempt it or clefencl the Country if they dicl invade? Have the 
Passes if any on that side been examined ancl what a1-e they? 

A1i.~wrr. 

The situation arnl intent of the I>ost arnl Estahlishment n.t .Algoa 
Bay have been already so amply detailed in answer to some of the 
preceding questions that any thing more that I could add on the 
subject to your Excellency would be almost deemed superfluous. 

Fort Frederick has no connection whatsoever with the Caffres 
no more than it might serve as a Depot to receive Rtores &c. 
landed at the Bay under its protection. 

The distance in a right line from it to the mouth of the Great 
Fish River is about 130 miles along the CoasL The Caffrc 
Country extends perhaps from the mouth of the Great Fish Ifo-er 
Torthward to the Bosjesman Country about 300 miles bordei •d by 

the , 'ettlements of the Farmers the whole way; therefore it mn.y 
be seen at once that neither Fort :Frederick nor any given number 
of similar works or military positions could possihly guard imd1 

an extent of :Frontier from the possibility of Invasion. It may 
perhaps be necessary to ad<l in reply to the question proposed by 
your Excellency that :Fort Frederick has never lieen consi,lered as 
a Post liable to l,e attacke<l by < 'affres, and that it will affonl little 
or no protection to the Country in general if invadecl hy the Uaffer 
Tation. 

Q11r -tion 7th. 

·whn.t is the extent all(l <limcnsions of Fort Freclcric·k and of the 
Worb proposed to be ereete(l there, all(l has any c,;timate hc•('ll 
made or account given in of the probable charge of creding Lhem, 
and how soon could such an eslimale be ma(!e ? 
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.Ansu:cr. 

The works Jm,ing been descrihe<l in Lhe answer to Your 
Excellency's .J.Llt question it is only neces,;ary to mention that the 
Block House having been constructed in Cape Town all<l seut by 
1'4ea unavoidalily <'Ost a considernble Sum. 

The Redoubt will only cosL the mere expense of labour arnl 
Tools: Limestoue and 8toue for lrnil<ling, Timber and everything 
uccetisary having been procured for nothing on the spot. 

The Eugineer charged with the ahovementioned ·works keeps 
his accounts in a clear all<l regular manner; no Estimate was 
macle, as from a numher of, concurring circumstances it was 
imprn,sihle to make oue, but as the work will shortly be finished 
the total of the expense may easily be ascertained. 

Question 8th. 

·what are the circumstances which have rendered it necessary 
to withdraw the Troops again before the confederacy between the 
Caifres and the fugitive Hoilentots is broken, and before the 
success of Mr. l\faynier's Embassy Lo the Uaffres is known? 

Answer. 

A very cmrniclerable number of Troops was marched up the 
country to stop an evil which was daily iucreasing. 

lfaving been able to restore peace (without having recourse to 
the exertious of the Troops) as a proof of the sincerity of which I 
1nyself Hpcnt three days aIHl two nights with the Chiefs or Captains 
of the 'affres & Hottentots unatternled and unarmed whilst 
A~nonncle<l with lmrnlreds of their followers; hiwing seen con­
sideral>le progress miule in the arrangements for the future 
tranquillity of the <listaut district and hn.ving every reason to 
lJelieve that they will effectually answer this desirable end, it 
liecame highly nect>ssary to n-mern her the wen.kness of the 
Ul_trri~on at Cape Town n.nd to withdraw as many men from the 
I>istnct of Cmaff Heinet, as could with safety be spared. 

1 t is nce<l1c~H to recapitulate to your Excellency that n. Field 
Oflll:cr and 8GO Men and f;ix pieces of cannon remain iu a strong 

Ill. F 
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and advantageous poet well supplied with Ammunitien and Pro­
visions. 

The object of Mr. Maynier's Embassy to the Caffres seems to be 
forgotten by your Excellency. 

We were never at open warfare with the Great Caffie ation, 
although had it not been for timely peace, they undoubtedly would 
have assisted their brethren. 

It appeared a matter of importance to secure their friendship, 
and even if possible to be on such terms with their Chief as would 
induce him never to harbour any delinquent who might fly from 
the pursuit of this Government. 

It is likewise an object of importance as mentioned in my 
Report to your Excellency to withdraw the fugitive Dutch 
families from the Ca.ft're Country. 

For the above mentioned reasons have present.a been sent to the 
Caffre King, and also to obtain these desirable ends was Mr. 
Maynier sent upon the Embassy. 

Having now finished the answers to the questions proposed. by 
Your Excellency permit me to observe that if I have trespassed 
too much on your time by the length of the different answers, it 
has been solely occasioned by my anxious wishes that Your 
Excellency should be thoroughly informed of a very complicated 
business, and from what I have stated in the Report I had the 
honor to make, as well as in the present answers to Your Ex­
cellency's questions, I make no doubt but you will concur moat 
heartily with me in the following observations. 

1st. That the Friendship of the Caftres of whatever side of the 
Fish River they may be it is our interest to secure, I had almost 
said at any price. 

2ndly. That the Boors being a troublesome and disaft'ected race 
of men have made and no doubt will make false representation, 
respecting our Government and our intentions to the Caftrea 
which impression it is our interest by a aeries of good offices to 
r.3move. 

3rdly. Having succeeded in restoring tranquillity any new 
warfare originating with us I beg leave to assure Your Excellency 
would be attended with the very worst consequences and a series 
of incalculable evils by all possible means to be avoided. 

4thly. That supposing a wa.r with them to be successful in the 
extreme and that you deprive them of all their Cattle, want and 
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nccc:-sity will force them to become plunderers in their own 
dcfcnee. They will steal the Cattle from the l<'armers to subsist 
U}>on; the Boors in return will steal their Cattle and Murders, 
Hohheries with all their concomitant Evils must he expected. 

Gthly. Every impartial Rpec.:tator is convinced that the present 
condition of the Hottentots is deplorable. The system of having 
their ames, Time of Sen ice, Wages agreed upon, and their 
Master's name inscribed in a Hook to he kept at the respective 
I hostllies will certainly he atten<led with excellent effeds. 
l (egulations re pecting their treatment and for restraining the 
}'armers from bestowing corporal punishment upon them ad 
libit11m, and for forciu1r their Employers to pay them their 
stipulated agreement may also be carrie<l into effed, and I have 
nu duuht that by judicious management the Hottentots ·will prove 
most useful and industrious Servants, nor will they then have 
that in<lucement which they at present have to leave their 
l\fasters at every opportunity. 

(ithly. From the want of energy in the old Dutch Government 
in their conduct towards the remote Settlers, they are at present a 
very licentious race of men ; but a steady conduct on our part 
with impartial justice between them and the Hottentots, shewing 
them that they are and inust be amenable to the Laws when 
guilty will no doubt preserve the future tranquillity of the 
Country. 

If I should be so happy as to find that my sentiments on this 
intricate business agree with Your Excellency's it will afford me 
no small satisfaction. I have &c. 

[Copy.] 

PROCLAMATION 

FRANCIS DUND.\S. 

By Sm GEonm1 Yo:--.GE, IJuronct, (C·c., (C·c. 

Whereas it appears to me upon enquiry that a considerable time 
has •lap. e<l since an Opgaaf or Hetnrn has been given in to 
(loH•rum(•llt 1,y the Inhabitants of this Colony of the Property 
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and Stock they possess, and as it is a matter absolutely necessary 
for the welfare and prosperity of the Settlement that Government 
c;hould have the most accurate Information that it ic; possible to 
obtain on those Points, I do hereby order and require, and by 
Virtue of these Presents it is hereby onlercd and required, of all 
and every one of the Inhabitants that they do personally appear 
before the respective Landrosts or Magistrates of their Districts, 
and then and there declare upon Oath, which Oath shall be the 
truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, what their 
Property consists of, agreeable to the Regulations established at 
the giving in of the last Opgaaf, with the following additional 
Articles : That they shall at the same time give in a He turn of 
what Servants they have in their :Employment, whether white 
persons or Hottentots, what their names are, sex and age, their 
Native Country, and upon what terms they are employed, and for 
how long a time; also the number of the house and the name of 
the street they live in, if in Cape Town; if not, then the name of 
the :Farm where they reside, and how many they possess, and in 
what Districts they are situated. Young Men having attained. the 
age of sixteen are to b,ive in a List of their Property (if they 
possess any) separate from their Father's, if not, they are to be 
included in the List of his Children, but their ages specified. 
Daughters who shall have arrived at the age of 25 years, and 
continuing to live with their Parents, are to be marked separately 
in the List of their Children. 

Besides the regular Opgaaf List, a Return must be made to 
Government of such Natives of the Colony as have been stated in 
the regular List of Burghers, and also of such Foreigners as have 
obtained from Government their Freedom as Burghers; likewise a 
correct List uf all such Persons as have held any employment 
under the Dutch Government, and all such as have arrived here 
i,ince the surrender of the Colony and having obtained passes from 
the present Government continue to reside here. 

The J>eople of Colour, Bastards, and other Hottentots, if not in 
any Person's employment, but living by tltrmsl'/i-1~~, are hereby 
ordered and commanded to give in their names to their respective 
Magistrates, in order that a List may be made of them likewise. 

And in order to estalJlish Regularity with respect to the time 
when such Lists and Returns are to be given in, I do hereby 
require and command the :Fiscal and two deputed Members of the 
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Court of Justice to attend in the house of the Burgher Senate 
every Tuesday and :Friday at the hours of from 10 to 12 in the 
forenoon from the 1st of April to the 1st of June for the purpose 
of receiving the Opgaaf or such other Returns as are herein 
specified, from the Inhabitants of Cape Town and the District 
thereof. 

The Landrosts of the different Country Districts will regulate 
the time most convenient for the Inhabitants of their District to 
appear at the Drostdy for the forementioned Purposes. 

And any Person or Persons who, regardless of these my positive 
Orders and Commands, shall either neglect or refuse to give in 
upon Oath such Return or List as is hereby required of him or 
them, shall upon conviction of such Neglect or Refusal pay a Fine 
of 500 Hixdolltu", aud in case of inability on the part of the 
offender to pay the above mentioned :Fine, the Person or Persons 
so offending shall be imprisoned for the space of 6 or 12 Months, 
according as the Circumstance or Nature of the Offence may 
require, or as the Court before which the Delinquent shall be 
proved guilty is pleased to direct. 

And in order that no person whatsoever may be able to plead 
ignorance of these Orders and Commands, I do hereby direct that 
these Presents be immediately published and affixed at the usual 
Places throughout the Colony. 

Given under my Hand & Seal at the Castle of Good Hope this 
28th :February 1800. 

(Signed) 

[Copy.] 

l)UOCLAMATION 

GEO. YOXGE. 

By SIR GEoRm: YO;,GE, Baronet, &c., (f:c. 

Whereas His l\fajosty's Receiver General hy his letter of the 
l4th February last has represented to me that ho has a consider­
able amount of worn out and defaced l'aper money, collected from 
the sovei-al lmmches of Revenue in his hands unlit for circulation, 
and whereas he has requested thtit tho necessary Exchange of new 
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Pieces for such worn out and defaced Paper money may take 
place. These are therefore to require and direct, that the reta.ry 
of the Court of Justice do on the 11th Instant attend at the Castle, 
where on application to the Secretary of Government (in whose 
custody they are) he will receive the Stamps, together with the 
number of pieces of Card necessary for the purpose; and that he 
do in the presence of the Fiscal and two Members of the Court of 
Justice, who are hereby required to attend a.t the time a.fo:resaid, 
a.t the usual place, and in the usual manner, cause the umber of 
Pieces mentioned in the Margin to be stamped, which Pieces 
when so stamped are to be delivered by the Fisca.l and Members 
of the Court of Justice a.fo:resaid to the said Secretary of Govern­
ment, to whom they are also a.t the same time to return the 
Stamps, which Stamps being replaced in the Box in which they 
are usually kept, the Box sha.11 be sea.led with my 1 & with 
that of the Court of Justice, so to remain until further wanted ; 
of a.11 which the Fisca.l and Members of the Court of Justice are 
to make a. public Act of Certification in the presence of the Court, 
on the next Court day, to be registered on the Records of the 
Court. 

And it is further directed, that such Stamped Pieces, being by 
the Secretary of Government delivered to the Custody of Mr. 
Jacobus de Wit secretary to the Board of Revenue, it shall be 
his business to prepare the same, by marking the value of each 
piece in plain Characters, on the top of the Card, together with 
the number, beginning with that of the la.st number of the former 
issue of ea.ch separate denomination of money a.hove the value of 
one Dollar, as also the day of the date of this Warrant underneath. 
After which the whole of the pieces shall be signed by M . C. 
Matthiessen, J. P. Baumgardt, and P. J. Truter Membe of the 
Court of Justice. 

And it is also further directed that such money so stamped and 
signed do remain in the Custody of His Majesty's eiver 
General, until Report be made of its being finished, when such 
further orders shall be given for the Exchange thereof as may be 
expedient. 

And for these several Matters herein mentioned, this, the 
original of which is lodged in the Records of the Court of Justice, 
shall be to all concerned a full and sufficient Warrant, and for 
.the public Information and satisfaction it is further directed that 
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it l,o puhlisho(l and aflixed in the manner usual with all other 
I>roclamations. 

Given urnlor my Hand & 8oal at the Castle of Good Hope this 
3nl Jay of March 1800. 

(, igned) GEo. Yoxai-:. 

[Original.] 

Ldfrr from l\L\,JOll GEXEH.\L DU."DAS to the nwnr 

Hoxot:lt.\BLE lIENRY DuXDAS. 

CAI'E oF GOOD lioPE, 4.th !,[arch 180(). 

Rrn,-It is not my intention upon this occasion to occupy many 
tnomonts of your timo, but having had tho honor to mention in 
my lotter datOll tith April 17!Jg that competent jll<lges shonlll be 
nppointed to inYostigate the claim of 1\Ir. Ross in hehalf of tho 
Captors of tho Cape to a ~nm of 1\fonoy arising from a Salo of 
< 'orn found in the Public Granary at the Surrender of this Colony, 
I am now to acquaint you that the fact having boon ascertained. 
upon which the question of a right to the Corn has depended. 
(according to the opinion giYen hy His Majesty's AJvoeato 
<l ·nornl upon that hoall as stated in your Letter dateJ the 
lSth December 17ns, and , ddressed to Earl Macartney) the sum 
of Ri.·dollars 74,GlG- 3 i;ks. ~ sts. has been accordingly repai(l 
hy tho Heceiver ( leneral into the hands of l\fr. IIerenles Hoss the 
l>rizo Agent for tho benotit of the Captors being the Dotachmeut 
of His Majesty's Troops which serve<l in the re(luction, and was 
present at tho Capture of tho fiettlomont. 

I have tho Honor to enclose a Copy of my letter to Fis 
Majesty's :Fiscal at the Cape relatiYe to the Com in question, 
l_ikowise his reply upon the sa1110 suhjeet; arnl as it has appeared 
irom tho answer of :Mr. Hvnovel(l that the Corn claimed by tho 
Captors actually holongod io the Dutch East Irnlia Company aml 
not, the property of tho Admiuislraton, of the Umnary who were 
considernd mer •ly as Trnsiees of the Company, not the legal 
Owners of tho 'oru ; l hope the rnannor in which this point of 
controversy l,elwoen the pnhlic an<l the Captors of the Cape has 
Leen <leeide<l is in conformity to your lnstructio1rn, and so as to 
llleut your wishes and llis ~lajesty's approbation. 
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The obligation which I consider myself under from the period 
of the departure of the Earl of Macartney to the arrival of the 
present Governor to render you some account of public tmns­
actions iu this Country had determined me hy an early opportunity 
to endeavour to convey to you as particular a relation as possible 
of the events which took place in consequence of the disturbances 
lately existing here but as I have already committed to writing in 
the form of a Report addressed to the Governor Sir George 
Yonge an account of all such points of information relatirn tu 
our affairs here as in my power to afford it is unnecessary to 
trouble your attention with farther or more minute details. 

The Paper inclosed contains answers to some queries sent mo 
by His Excellency the Governor upon the forementioned subjects, 
a perusal of which may perhaps tend to illustrate the system of 
measures which in my opinion ought to be pursued for promoting 
the prosperity of this extensive Colony, since I am persuaded that 
a steady adherence to the Instructions left with Mr. l\laynier the 
Commissioner at Graaff lleinet will prove well adapted to secure 
at the same time with the happiness of His Majesty's subjects, 
the safety and honour of His Government. 

Were it necessary to detain you I might add some account of 
the causes of the recent disorders on our :Frontiers which were 
in some degree owing to our ignoranee at the Heat of <lovemment 
of our political interests and of thr local circumstanees in those 
remote parts of the Colony. The melancholy and vexatious events 
whieh took place might have been prevented hy a more prudent 
and judieious conduct, but it is needless to refleet arnl lament too 
deeply upon past misfortunes though too mud1 attention cannot 
be shewn for the prevention of ,-imilal' evils in future. I am 
now convinced that (unless a fol'eign Foree or foreign Emissaries 
are introduced with a view to interrupt the l'nhlie trarniuillity) 
the peaee of the Colony aud the Hecurity of Oovernment rest upon 
our own good l'oliey all(l discretion. 

Having nothing farther to com1m111icate upon the prc~nt 
occasion, I ham &c. 

(Signed) Fl:ANCIS J )UNDAS. 
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8rn,-~1y Pre'1cco~sor, the Earl of l\Iacartney, having 
transmitte<l to His )1ajesty's :-,ecrotary of State copies of his 
correspondence with :-.Ir. Hoss, relative to the proceeds of some 
\Vheat wl1ich l\Ir. Hoss as Agent for the Heceipt of I>ublic property 
Capture<l at the Cape of < ;ood Hope, claims on behalf of the 
Captors; deelaring that the sai<l \Vbeat was not deli verecl over, 
along with the rest of the public property from the circumstance 
of its having been represented as condncirn of much inconvenience, 
if not allowed to be disposed of by the iulministrators thereof, in 
the usual manner; who in conserruence of this arrangement, 
remaining charged in the List of Debtors to Government with the 
amount of the Monies advanced for tho purchase of that ·wheat, 
This Claim was laid before His 1\Iajesty, who was pleasetl to 
suhmit it to the consideration of His Advocate General; whose 
report thereon I ha,e now before me ; and as it appears to he his 
opinion: "that if the Administrators of tho Public Granary were 
the legal owners of the Uorn, such Corn belonging to them as their 
prirnte property, the pretensions of 1\Ir. Hoss on behalf of the 
Captors are without any ju 't foundation; but on the other hand 
that if the Corn itself w11s public property, tho Administrators 
being mere trustees for the J)uteh East Imlia Company and 
:t<'conutahle to tho Treasury for the procec<ls of the Sale of such 
Uom ; and that the 'om itself from co11f!iderations of pulilic 
co11venie11cu was nut a<'tually po;isessed hy the Captors, lmt was 
imfl'en•<l to be distribute<l J,v the ,\dministrators; in that Caso 
the Ulaim preferretl 011 the l :;rt of :Mr. Huss is well founded." . 

In onler therefore to asl'erlain this point, arnl to obtain a 
]mblie and clear deci ion upon the subject, I have deemed it 
expedient to rnfer to you the question, Htatecl Ly His ::-.fajesty's 
Atlvu,•at • Uenernl : awl am to re11uest that yon "·ill declare to 
lne, if the Urain in the l'u hlic J\lagazi1ws, of whieh the proceo<ls 
are <'laime<l by J\Ir. Hoss," as the property of the late Oovcrnment, 
or tlw private all([ indivi<lual propeny of the Administrators there­
of. I am &c. 

(Signed) F. DUNDAS, 

C11n: 01 Cnrm Hon; '20//, ,1/,,y li!lfl. 
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[Rn closure H. J 
MAJOR GENEHAL DUNDAS, &c. &c. 

Sm,-I am honored with your Letter of yesterday's (late, 
relative to the Proceeds of some Wheat clnime(l hy Mr. Hoss 011 

behalf of the Captors, as Agent for the receipt of public l'roperly 
captured at this place; and requesting my opinion whether the 
said Wheat was the property of the late Government, or the 
private indiYidual property of the Administrators thereof. 

In answer I have not the smallest hesitation in declarincr, 
That the Administrators of the publi0 Granary were not the 

legal owners of the Corn; but that the Corn claimed hy Mr. Ross, 
on behalf of the Captors, truly belonged to the Dutch East India 
Company; to whom the Administrators thereof not only 1iaid the 
Proceeds, but also the profits of Raid Corn; and the reason why 
said Corn was not actually taken possession of hy the Prize 
Agents, was in order to leaYe the Disposal thereof in the usual 
Channel, as the contrary woultl have created. much inconYenience 
to the Bakers, who had depended upon supplying themselves out 
of these public Granaries. I have &c. 

(Signed) W. S. VAN IlY~EVEW. 

CAPE TowN, 21Bt May 1700. 

[< lriginal.] 

Lcltl'I' jl'utn Vine .Am1IHAL CuuTrn tu EVAN NEl'EAN, Esci1rn. 

Lrtnra•/1 r IN 'J'A Bl,Fl BAY, 

CAI'E OP Uooo lloPE, 6 ,lforch 1800. 

Srn,-I am now to detail to you for the .information of the 
Lords Comrnis:-;ioners of the Admiralty tho O('l'.1Ure11ces relati \'C 

to my commnll(l, since my last llispatehes by Captain (lranger. 
In my Letter of the 4th of ,January last I stale(l my inlenlillns 

for the reasons therein mentioned, to sen(l the R((t/{crnllkc to 
Saldannh Bay to be Hove down and new Coppt>re(l. Being in 
all respects rna(le ready for the purpose, arnl having put 011 horml 
her all the Articles necessary for the occasion, she left this Bay 
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on tho 2Gth ,fanuary. accompanied by the E11plll'oS/fllC Brig. 
Ca plain Uurti' upon his ani ml there being offered lhe use of a 
very largo Yossol 11secl for tho purpose of heaving , hips down 
(aiul in whit-h ho conlcl dopo,-,it all his Provisions, f,;ton•s, Furniture 
nncl People) until a ])anish ,;hip wanting tu bu careened should get 
there from this pltico, he availecl Limsolf of tlie offer, an<l by a 
Letter l have ro('ei ,ucl from him llatecl the 2:3r<l ultimo he informs 
me the llottlcs1111!.-r. was again roacly for Sea, and that by Her ho 
was tholl Heaving down, Hepairing, and Uoppering the E11phros1;11r, 

und expuctocl tu lie here by this time, so that l daily look for (in a 
state com pleat for :-\en ice) both Yessel,, at thi~ Anchorarre. • • • 

The .J11pit1 r being got reacly for :-\ea, sailed on the :lOth ,January 
together with the , 'tar f-iloop, to visit the Ea tem Coast of the 
Uolony. After having so llone, she all(l the , loop are to repair 
anu Cruize oil' the ::O.fauritius, arnl are again to visit the Eastem 
Coagt of the Colony as they return to the Uape, which Services will 
ocrasion their being absent about }'our months. 

The Trnnmrlo11s and Ad//Jnont arrived from off the :\fauritius 
on the 1st of February. Captain Oshorn's account of the running 
on Rhor • on that Islarnl and burning the Prcnrusc. French Frigate 
is sent for their Lordships information. 

~\ll the Lower 1fasts of the J'rnncndo11s were found on he r 
arrival to he in au alarmingly llefective i:;tate. The l\fizen l\fast 
has been repaire<l on boan. The l\fain l\fast was brought on 
shore, arnl hy suitable measures being a.,lopte<l with it, "·ill be 
stronger than over, and will lie fiuiHhed in a, few <lays. The }'ore 
J\Iast must then lie brought on shore to undergo the like operation; 
liut I trust it will be con1pleate1l, and the Ship in all respects ma<le 
fit for ~er\'iee before the i--eason arrives for our going to 8imon's 
Bay. 

Tho .Ailr111w11t is now nearly reacly for ._ea. In my Letter of 
the •Ith of' ,It nuary I mentionc1l this Ship's having ran upon the 
Hock on the l'oast of' ~I:t,h"a ear, a11d of the alarmin" Leak she 
had in 1·1ms(•qne11ce, arnl "hi!'h dirninishe1l almoi:;t to 11othing in 
an lll1a1·(•01mtahle rnamier. Tho last Cn1ize malle no alteration 
respeetiw, thi • Leak, arnl :-he l'o11lin11us to make very little \Yater, 
hut I find it is deernecl prudP11i tu keep Futheriug constantly at 
hail!!, in eaHe the L1•ak should again return. 

In my Lett(•r of the 11th lh•eeml1cr I rncntionell the curnlition 
the lluJJr: B1i.r wa staled to lH' in all(l of' my inte11tions for the 

J r, • ' .. 
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reasons therein expressed to put her out of commiRRion if upon 
minute inspection she prove<[ to be in so had a condition tu, 
represented. I baYe caused her to be Surveyed accordingly, arnl 
in consequence thereof, every thing belonging to her has been 
returned into Store, her Crew entered upon the Books of tho 
Lancaster, and Rbe was put out of commission on the 21st ultimo. 
When the Squadron goes round to Rimons Bay the Hull of the 
Hope will be sold by auction. • • • • 

The Diomede arrived in Rimons Day from Prince of \Vales's 
Island on the Evening of the 22nd of last month. • • • • 

Having hitherto stopped the Oi~eau and Gamel from departing 
for England, • • • they are to sail for St. Helena, and with Orders 
that if it should happen any Ships of the East India Company, 
or Ships of other Trade should be there, to take them under 
convoy. • • • • • 

The Governor General of India having about a year ago fonnd 
it expedient to send from that Country five or six hundred Roldier 
Prisoners of \Var, and also some of the :French Inhauitauts of 
Pondicherry, about one hundred and fifty of the former and some 
of the latter were left at this place, and having been in Prison 
eYer since, I send to England a portion of them in tho Oisca II and 
Camel; and these Rhips also carry home Inrnli<ls from the 
Naval Hospital, and likowi-,e tho Invalids of tho Troops serving 
in the Colony. The Oi.mw will likewise convey to England Three 
:French Officers taken out of the Prcw·11sc Lefore she was <lestroyed, 
and whom it was <lePmcd necessary to l>ring hither to ascertain 
legally the number of the Crew of that 8hip, in onler to obtain 
the Head l\Ioney. Tho Commall(ler aud the rest of the Oflicers 
were left at the Manritius on their Parole. 

In my Letter of tho 28th of December I 1ipokc of the state of 
the Naval Buildings at this place, and mentione<l the rneasnres I 
meant to adopt to prevent further <lestruction among them. \Vith 
that view I gave directions for an I uhabi taut of this place, \\ ho 
had on former occasion' l>een similarly employe<l, to form an 
estimate of the expeuce of <loing i;uch work as 1 <leemc<l absolutely 
indispensable. He pro<luced his Estimate a!'conliugly, \\hich 
mnountecl to £()00 Hterling, and we to liml every species of 
Materials. Shocked at what I conceivml to be so gross au 
extortion, I rejedc<l his offer, and detcnnine<l to do the liest I 
could, "ith Artificers of every sort which might he wanted, 
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to be collected from the Ships of the S<1uadron. "\Ye have 
conse<1uently been at work "ith our own Peovle, and I have 
much pleasure in saying that a gruat deal has been well and 
expeditiously done. Va t 11uautities of the HuLbish of fallen 
Struciures harn Leen remorn,l, the broken "\Valls carried up 
suflieiently high to make the iutcrior where it lay, places of 
seeurity fur valuable Articles of Siorefl, tottering "\Valls haYe 
Leen lo\\'crnd in their height, arnl the rumaining parts ma<le 
secure, the exterior "\\ralls of the Iluil<lings have Leen ma<le good, 
where it was re<1uire<l, antl tlte Plaistering repaired; one side of 
the Smith's ~hop wa~ entirely gone, and the remaining parts 
were expeeted to fall every hour, the deficient side is again 
Built up, arnl the whole made seeure; in hort, places before in 
Iluins arnl usekss are 1ww in goo,l condition and applied to useful 
purposes. • • • • 

I also in my Letter of the :38th December mentioned my 
intentions for the reasons therein described, to convert suitable 
parts of the wreck of the Stfplrc fur enclosing the open sides of 
the Naml Yard. One side thereof Ly Posts, Hails, and Pallisades, 
the length of 60 yard:s from tho ell<l of the Ea ,t p:u·i of the 
Buildings into the Sea 'to below low-water mark is compleatly 
finished, and it is astonishincr how much adrnntage we derirn 
from it, a it stops the passing of Pas:;engers; for tho ... r a val 
Yard is legally speaking a pnLlick Hoatl, but Ly proper manage­
ment with the Burgher ~t•1rnte, 1 obtained permission for what 
I have done, without any other disadvnntagc to the Puhlick than 
lllakiu~ a small detour. The l'allisading for the other ell(l of our 
Yard (whiel1 ,vill l,e of the same length and direction as that 
abov • described) is iu great forwanlness, so that I am confident 
l shall ham compleatecl all I have in contemplation io do, Lefore 
the time shall :u·rive fur our removing to the other Day. Without 
the wreck from the Scrptrc it woulJ harn been impossible to 
have found \Vood for the purpose of enclosing the Yard, particu­
larly the Posts, which were furni,shed from her Beams. Of the 
Or,lnauce Stores of that Ship we have got on shore 15 of her 
Uurni ,iz. 8 ~+-pounders 6 18-pournlcrs arnl 19-pounder, a good 
number of Shot, 3G Gun Carriages, and various Articles of less 
uote, all of which lrn,e Leen "iv •n in charcre to the Ordnance 
0 0 O 

•")lorekeeper. The Timber and Plank of the "\Vreck which were 
couvertible to any u,-eful pmpo,;c lune lieen brought to the Xaval 
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Yard, and the other Wood sold by auction for :Fuel. Nothing else 
of any considerable value has been saved. • • • • • 

A new Contract for furnishing :Fresh Meat, and another for 
the other species of Provisions, have been made. The Terms of 
the New Contracts are so much more advantageous to Government, 
than the former, that calculating upon there being Three Thousand 
men on the Station, I believe the annual saving to His Majesty 
will be full Twenty Thousand Pounds. 

Very great inconveniences and expence have occurred to the 
Victualling Department here by the Store Houses appertaining 
thereto having been some time ago destroyed by Fire, and other 
Buildings falling into Ruins. From these circumstances it became 
necessary to hire Store Houses where they could be got, arnl 
consequently the Victualling Stores are dispersed about the Town. 
* • • Adverting to the enumeration of Store Houses hired, and 
their respective Rents, their Lordships will see that (taking the 
Rix Dollar at Four Shillings Sterling) we pay at the rate of 
more than £1,700 annually for the hire of Victualling Store 
Houses alone. I am &c. 

(Signed) ROGER CURTIS. 

[Original.] 

List of Persons cngctgrcl to proceccl with Mn. WrLLIAllf DUCKITT 

to the Cape of Goocl IIopr. 

Isaac Iles, Assistant, at £GO per annum. 
Robert Silver, Wheelwright, at G2 Guineas per annum. 
John Wells, Smith, at 52 Guineas per annum. 
Thomas Crowcher, Labourer, at £31-10-0 per annum. 
Edmund Crowcher, Labourer, at £:H-10-0 per annum. 
William Crowcher, Labourer, at £31-10-0 per anuum. 
Thomas Buckle, Labourer, at £:~1 10-0 per annum. 
John Bailey, Labourer, at £:H-10-0 per annum. 
William Kingham, Labourer, at £31-10-0 per annum. 
William Crowcher, son of Thomas Crowcher, 14 years of age, 

at £10-0-0 per annum. 
Mary Crowcher, wife of Thomas Crowcher, at £10-10-0 per annum. 

MMch 7th 1800. 
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[Uopy.] 

Lrttrr froni C'optrd,rn of the Roy//l N(IV.1J to ,ToHN H. GREENE, 

ES(lHE., Collector of the u,,~toins. 

CAPh OF Goon IIoPE, 7th March 1800. 

8m,-\Ve the urnlorsignecl Captains of His ::\fajesty's Ships now 
lying at this place consider it our d.uty to inform you that we are 
of opinion that the Portuguese Rhip Joaqui,w, now at this place, 
cannot legally imIJort 81:tves the prod.nee of ::\Iozam!Ji<1ue into this 
Colony, such Trade bl'ing prohibited hy the 7th of Geo. 1st, 
::-;tat. 1st, Cap. 21, Hee. 9, ancl hy his 1\lajesty's Order in Council 
datecl the 28th ])ecemher liVli; all(] to request that if the C,u·go 
of the sai1l :-,hip should he imported into the Colony, that you will 
prosecute according to Law the said ship and her Cargo. "\Ve 
are &c. 

(Signed) ,J onx OSBORN, Tremendous, 
CnAS. ELPIIINSTOXE, Diomede, 
\V. IIorHAM, Adamant, 
Tuos. LAHCO~I, Lancaster, 
JNo. LEE, Camel, 
ROGER Ct.:RTIS, Rattlesnake, 
J. H. Lr:mm. 

[ Original. ] 

L!'/la /mm :\flt. ,JoJI.:-. lIOOKE GHEEXE to U11ptaitis of the 
lto_1;11l Non;. 

Ct HOM IIon1·:, CAPE Tow~, 8th Jiarch lROO. 

U E. TLl•,~rn:-;, •l am to a ·knowleclge the Heceipt of your Letter 
of ·cstcrday's elate in which you inform me that you are of opinion 
that" the Portuguese :-,hip Jo,1'111it1// c·c. (see prece1ling letter). 

I have tho Ilcmonr tu m:c1uai11L you in reply that the Cargo of 
Hlaves in question are allowe<l to he ]a]l(lecl awl sol<l in this 
Colony hy the Expre s permission of His Exeelleney the Governor 
anil Commander in 'hief, who e Onlers upon the Occasion it is my 
l>uty to ohey. 1 have &c. 

(!::_;igncd) ,Tonx IIooKE C:1mi:~rn. 
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[Original.] 

Ldtrr ftoni Crrplai,1s of thl' Rovol Xuvy to thr. 
RIGHT lloxouHABLE lIEXItY l)L;.:rnAS. 

CAPE OF GOOD IIOPE, 12th Jlrlrch IROO. 

RIGHT IIoNOHAnL:E Rm,-Tlw enclos'd Letters will inform :von 
of the l\feasures taken by. us, tho suhscrihing Captains of His 
Mt~jesty's Ships upon this Station, to prevent the importation of 
l\Ierchamlize the Produce of Countries to the Eastward of the 
Cape of Good Hope in foreign l,ottoms into this Colony, contmry 
to the Act of the 7th of Geo. l st, f-;tat. 1, Cap. 21, Rec. 9, arnl to 
His l\Iajesty's order in Council of the :28th of Decemher l '/Dfl; 
and also of the Collector of Customs having <lecline<l to prosecute the 
Jooq11i1w, a Portuguese Ship which has imported f-;laves into the 
Colony from Mozamliique hecause his Excellency the C:overnor 
has been pleasml to permit the said Slaves to Le impurte<l. And 
as we conceive that His Excellency the Governor's authority rnay 
with equal propriety he externle<l to prevent the said f-;hip urnl her 
Cargo from being prosecule<l in any manner in this Colony, we 
reLl nest that you will be plcase<l lo give the necessary dir •etiuus 
for the prosecution to be carriecl on in England iu the manner 
which the Crown La,vyers may 1lcem most convenient. 

Captain Linzee of His Maje ·ty's Hhip L'()i.w·01l, who C'arrie::i this 
Dispatch to Englarnl, will give you any iuformatiun you may 
require on the Suuject. We are &c. 

,TKO. OsBou:-;-, Trl'!n1 nilous, 
,T. IL LI:-iZEE, L'Oism11, 
( 'HAS. ELPIIHiSTOl'iE, Diomede, 
\V. HoTIIAM, A1hn,u1nt, 
'1'110:;. LA11cm1, Lane/Isla, 
,f!\o. LEE, ('amd, 

ltour:It Uu1rrrn, Rattlc1;1wkc. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from MAJOR GEX½lL\.L DUNDAS to the RIGHT HONOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CAPE OF Goon HOPE, 21st ,1Iarch 1800. 

Srn,-I have to execute a part of duty in transmitting to you 
the accounts of the different branches and Collections of the 
ltevenue for the space of the last twelve months in this Settlement 
commencing the 1st of January and ewling the 31st of Deceml>er 
17!.l!.l, the regular transmission of which has been unarni<lal>ly 
postponed until this time, but it is still necessary for me to do 
myself the honor of sending you the said Revenue accounts as 
per the inclosecl list since the period at which these accounts have 
Leen made up precede the appointment ancl arrirnl of the Governor 
of the Cape His Excellency Sir George Yonge. 

The Colonial Quarterly Custom House Books for the time 
already mentionecl which could not be sooner sent to England 
on account of my absence in the Country Districts of this Colony 
have been deli verecl by the Collector of the Customs into the hands 
of the present GovernGr, therefore I shall leave to His Excellency 
the transmission of them. 

The annual Salaries to be paid by the Civil Paymaster at the 
Cape of Good Hope was <l~ermined and fixed by the late Governor 
Earl :Macartney, the Orclers ancl Instructions which His Lordship 
left with mo upon thatheacl as well as upon all others having been 
strictly attended to until the arrival of the present Governor. 

His Lordship was please1l to direct that an additional Aid de Camp 
at Ten Shillings per diem whose appointment has lately ceased 
should lie allowed mo upon the Civil Establishment here, and I 
now take tho liberty of stating that not having employed a Private 
8el'retary to assist me in fulfilling the many duties of my late 
oftieial situation and no extra oxpence having been incurred by me 
ou that or any other similar account, I presume to hope it will 
llot be thought unreasonaule the making a request for permission 
to continue my additional Ai1l <le Camp on the Civil Estal>lishment 
of this Colony aL least for the present, an<l this favour through your 
?00<l 011ices and His Majesty's well known justice and goodness 
it will Le a high satisfaction for mo to obtain. I have &c. 

lII. 
(Signed) lt'RANCIS DUNDAS. 

G 
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lCopy.] 

l'IWCLAMATIO~ 

By RIR GEORGE YoXGE, Baronet, tC-c., (f-c. 

·whereas it appears evident upon Enquiry that the roads of this 
Colony stand in nee<l of consiJerable repairs, pre-vious to the 
ensuing ·winter; anJ as the Burgher Senate and lhe LmHklrosts in 
the Jifferent Districts are the persons under whose immediate 
orJers and directions such repairs are to be undertaken. In order, 
therefore, that a work so essentially necessary to the comfort & 
convenience of all ranks of Society may be carried on in such a 
manner as to those entrusted with the care and management of it 
may appear most likely to the completion thereof; I do by ,i.rtue 
of these presents declare ancl make known to all the Inhul,itants of 
this Colony, That all Hegulations and directions coming from the 
Burgher Senate or the Landdrosts and Heemraden in their Districts 
are to be cmrnidercd in this particular instance as the onlcrs of 
Government, and arc conse!1uently to he obeyed as such, and any 
person or persons who, regardless of these my Commands, shall 
neglect or hesitate to comply ·with the onlers and directions they 
may receirn from those acting under my authority shall upon 
their <lisobedience 1,eiug proved pay a Fiue of One IIundre(l Hix­
dollars to he appropriate<l towar(ls the defraying of the Expences 
aiternling the hcforcmentioncd Hepairs. 

And in order that no person may be ahlc to plea(l ignorance of 
these my orders and commarnls, I do hereby direct that the same 
may 1,e nuule public in the usual manner, aiHl lhat Copies of these 
presents may be affixed and distrilmtc<l throughout the Col011y. 

Given urnlcr my Hand & tical at the Castle of Uood Hope this 
~h;L day of March 1800. 

(Signed) 
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[Copy.] 

Al>VEltTISEMR~T. 

~ otiro is hereby ginm to all Captains ancl ~fosters of Ships 
or Vessels engage<l in the Coasting Trade to ancl from the different 
Bays and 1Iarl1unrs uf this Coluuy, that it is His Excellency tho 
Cnvernor arnl 'nmmarnler in Chief's orders and 1lirections that 
they <lo as soon a: possible give in to the Captain of ihe Port a 
( 'orrect List specifying the X ame and Tonnage of their Ship or 
Vessel, also the number of hands they have on Boar1l, with their 
:Nanws awl ~ Tative places, in or,ler that when tho same are 
l\1u~tered by the Captain of the Port, the Li.st may be found 
<'on-ect; and it is furtl~er His Excellency's strict Injunctions to 
all Captains and l\fasters of Coasting Vessels, that upon no 
1iretenee whatever they will presume to take any Person or 
J>ersons whatsoever on Board, for tho purpose of conveying them 
from one place to the other, or for the purpose of getting them 
Clandestinely out of the Colony, unless the said Person or Persons 
shall have a Regular' Passport to that effect, under the Penalties 
aUal'hecl to that offence hy Proelamati.on now in force. 

Castle of Good Hope this 2:2nd clay of March 1800. 

(Signed) A. 13AHXAHD, Secretary. 

[ Original. J 
Ll'llrr Jm11i ::\l1t. Jon~ P1n:--.r.LB to \VILLIA~r Itrns.\Y, ESQUE., 

Bast J,ulici House. 

CAPE OF' Goon IIorE, '27th ltfarcll 1800. 

?\ly 1)1:,\n Sm,-Al!ho' 1 Jun-c not l1een in the habit of eorre-
1,po11<li11g with ·011 pri, ately, yet from the ·light personal know-
1P,lgu I fornwrly ha,l the honour of claiming, I sh~ll make no 
fnrt lwr apology for troubling you with ihe pre~ent letter 
. ~I.v ~ituation in this pl:H'e in the I [on'hlc Comp:mY's Service 
18 w<:ll known to you, a111l allho' I am far from willing to praise 
myself, I can with iho ehnrest cou-ieionco declare that l have 

0 :! 

I 
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never once omitted using my best Endeavours to further their 
Interest as far as my ,Judgment & means ham permitte<l. 

The peculiar Situation of thi~ ( 'olony as a Kin.!.!;'s Government 
placml within the Limits of the Company's ('barter, you mu~t 
he very sensible has often put me in a prnclieament from whieh 
it was not easy to exlrieate my,;elf without mn<·h caution & 
delicacy, and what a<l<le<l greatly to my Eml>amts:,;ment was 
frerptently a conscimumess in m.v own mirnl of not lieing suffi­
ciently acf]_uaintecl with the Company's legal rights on the points 
that were in question. 

I ha<l however little difficulty of this kind during the Govern­
ment of the Earl of Macartney, who was not only intimately 
versed in the Company's affairs, but was e<1ually zealous to 
maintain their Rights as if he ha<l heen in their service. His 
Successor Genl. Dundas had no less Zeal for their Interest, and 
constantly did whatever was necessary for that purpose in all 
cases where they could he implicated directly or indirectly. 

The Circumstance which le<l me to this exor<1iurn happened 
lately. ·when the La,wrntcr arrived here in December several 
private Ships laden with merchandize for the Cape came under 
her convoy, & amongst the rest the Qumi, Captn. Timmings. 
About the beginning of ,January I first heard it rumoure<l that 
it was the intention of Rir Ueo. Yonge to sernl her on to India 
·with <lispatches ; I waited for some <lays until I was convinced 
the report was found !<l. I then spoke to Captn. Timmings Yery 
expli<'itly on the subject, & remimle<l him of tho Company's 
Charter with which he must 110 well acquainted. Sir Ueo. Yonge 
after thiB tol<l me that it was l1is intention to dispatch the Q11cm 
to Madras on His Majesty's 8enice. I meulim1l'<l to Hi~ 
Exr·ellcncy that he must be aware of the rc:,;tril'tiorni whi1•h 
existecl, totally prohibiting snd1 intercourse with liulia. Ho 
rPplie<l that he was; that he had written Yer • fn lly to Lords 
::\1ornington & Cli, e on the Suhjevt, < • was rl1 t, 1·miJit1{ to . encl 
on the Q11 nz. Thus i;iituate<l nothing remaine<l for me (not 
h:wincr explicit instructions how to a<'t in such a l 'ase) but to 
avoid :ntering into an argument or clispute whid1 woul<l probably 
lead me farther than I might he ahle to cornluct it with propriety, 
and to write to the GoYernor General & LorLl Clive reforrin" the 
business to their con~ideration. 

J hope that you will do me the justice to believe that no con-
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sideration but the fear of involving myself thro' ignorance in so 
delicate a busine~s prevented me from engaging further in it, & 
I trust that nothing of tho kind may occur again before I am 
honored with your instructions what to do. 

Another Rub,iect that ,rill merit your attention is the dis­
posal of Prize Goods at this place. In my public letter of the 
11th ,January I informed you that I had re(Juesled Sir Geo. 
Yonge to make some regulations on that Subject. This has 
Leen done, as you will perceive by the copy of the Proclamation 
accompanying my pu!Jlic letter hy this opportunity. This in 
itself is fair enough, except that I as .Agent to the Company am 
precluded from luning any share in surroying & knowing what 
articles ought to be allowed for interior consumption in the 
Colony. The Navy on the other hand are much incensed at not 
being allowed lo dispose of their prizes in the way most atlvan­
tageous to the Captors, many Articles being unsaleable for ex­
portation, which would fetch a good price tlid no prohibition 
exist. This certainly is the case in a great degree, & without 
troubling you with more detail, you will readily perceive, my 
dear Sir, bow very, embarrassing my task is, unsupported & 
without the means of obtaining any better opinion than my own, 
& having frequent applications to grant imlulgences which cannot 
properly be done consistent with the letter of the Proclamation 
nor refused without some injustice, or at least hardship, & drawing 
much personal odium on myself, which altho' I would not relin­
quish my duty lo arnid, you will allow requires a good share of 
l'atience to submit to in this confined Society. 

There is one thing more to "hich I crave your attention. In 
some instance:, ordern have been transmitted to me to do a par­
ticular service, or to act in some particular way, the non-compliance 
with which may appear improper & negligent, but I beg only to 
put you iu mind that l am here the tlole Person in the Company's 
~enice (on which those in His Majesty's are not in general much 
inclined to look with a favourable eye), & that it i::; totally out 
of my power to do what in a dill'orent situation would be very 
oasy. Under this description I mean to include all that relates 
t~ the iutorcourne of .Foreigners here, canying on illicit Trade 
oither with Europe or India. I cannot search their tlhips, I can 
outain little or no information concemin" their views & if I did 
it Woulll he uext tu i111pussiblu for me tu O take any eflbctual ste1; 
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in consequence. I merely st!ggest these things in a cursory way 
to your reflection, & I am persuaded you will review my Comluct 
with your usual indulgence, & from a knowledge of it I am imluee<l 
to be so free as to request you will have the goodness to make 
such use of what precedes as you may think proper. • • • • 

I have &c. 

(f-;igne<l) J OIIN PltlNULE. 

[Original.] 

Letter froni Sm GEORGE YONGE to the HIGHT lioNOUR,\BLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

(Undated, but probably 29th March 1800.) 

Srn,-I did myself the Honor of writing to you soon after my 
anirnl here hy the Packet Gcor[Jiana from 8t. Helena which was 
put under cover to Governor Brooke for the Chance of an early 
conveyance. 

Since that I had the Honor of writing to you by the Rr!J11lus, 
which sailed the Ulh January in which I sent Dnplieates of my 
first l)ispatches and I now send Triplicates of the same. 

Nothing particular has occurre<l since my last Dispatch 'S, nor 
is there anything new, except lhat Captain E1phinstonc of the 
Diomede, who is just returued from India reports the total 
Destruction of the great Naval arsenal at Manilla l>y Fire. 
There were three sail of the Line ancl some Frigates equipping 
there, which cannot now put to Rea. Admiral ll1auket is arrivc,l 
at Bombay with three Hhips of\\' ar, aml Admiral Haynier is at 
Calicut. 

The Colonial Hcvcnucs continue the same, nrnl I 1wpe some 
Regulations may soon lie rntule, whfrh will mtlll'r improve lh<•m 
nor have I any Doubt, lmt the Colonial Hevcnues will lie equal to 
the Colonial expenccs not withstandin.r the total Failure of the .\ id 
expecte<l liy Lonl ::\Ia<'arlm•,v';; l'lan on Rending out a Cargo o[ 
European Uoods for sale on a<·co1mt of <:ovemnll'nt. The Idea 
,rns a good one arnl it was prc<·iscly \\·hat was done hy the ]hitch 
East lndia Compan} to great Advantage, lmt then thl'y were the 
sole Vendors of all Goods whatsoever, and none but liccnsc(l 
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Rcrrnnts of theirs coul<l. sell anything whereas now every l\forclrnnt 
in the place, Dutch an<l. English, vend freely every ~\rticle, all(l of 
course di<l not much encourage the success of a Hirnl Cargo sent 
out by Oovcrnruent ·which evidently interfered with their Interests 
J,csidcs which the Assortment was ill chosen arnl the Charges 
amounto<l. to near !.JO per Cent on the prime cost, great part of 
which eharges consisted of Duties on Export of the Articles which 
surely ought to have come Duty .Free, and the Article of Coals in 
particular ( of which we have noue left) were sent upon .Freight 
whieh ought to have come in Balla t and the consequence was that 
the Frci.~ht amounted to near :WO per Cent on the Cost, and it was 
proportionally so on everything else. 

1 lrnvc lru:;t week directe(l a Sale to Le held in hopes of <lispo~inrr 
of some of the Cargo, lmt without success, the Importation of 
European Articles having lately Leen such as to lower the Price 
ldow what the cost of the investment could afford, so that there 
is now very little chance of the 'argo being uispose(l of. 

I thiuk some Phu may be dcvisc<l, on whieh I ,rill do myself 
the liouor to submit some Ideas, to give this mca ure a chance to 
suecced better. l<\Jr I think it a very desireable thing if it ean be 
effected, as it will tend to relieve the expence of the :'.\Iilitary 
Service, ,rhieh I am sorry to say, on account of the late disturb­
ances and of the repair Q_f the public works for the accomm0<lation 
of the Troops (which are become unavoiuable) will be very heavy, 
among the rest the charge of building a l<'ort at Algoa Bay in 
Uraafl' Heinet which in the opinion of l\fajor Gcncml l>urnlas has 
l>een uuarnidable will be very considerable, though I ham not yet 
l,ecu al>le to form any ,Judgement of the amount of it. 

On the subject of the repairs of these l'uhlic \Vork' now uccome 
unarni1lable, I haYc to mention that they are the more important 
and doubtless the less to be so m•glccled, because they form part 
of the real security, on whieh the Credit of the Paper money rests, 
Hrnl by the Capitulation deelare<l to be pledged as such. The 
< 'barge of these public repairs at Cape Town aurl ~imorrn Town 
c.·clnsi\'c of the repairs of the Forts arnl Castle arnl the public 
';'Irnrf \\ ill 1 hope not cxcce<l £7000 they will he tini~hc<l l>y 
Contmd, in the course of the year the rest cannot l>e <lone im­
lllcdiatcly, lmt the Forts awl < 'astle must next l>e urnlcrtakcn. 

The repairs of the Ca. tic arul of the several Fort- ma) perhap~ 
amount to the same sum of £7000 aIHl probably the public \Vharf 
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and Pier may come to the same whenever it is undertaken, and it 
cannot long be delayed, for by tho Report made to me the whole is 
in danger of falling. 

I have at length had a full Conference with l\fa,ior General 
Dundas on the whole of the late distnrhancl's which its I befor13 
suggestecl certainly hall a deeper origin antl wi<ler extent than ,rns 
imagined at first. 

The Inhahitants of the Di8trict of Graaff I~einet consistecl of 
Dutch settlers, of Hottentots aml of Hunaways from both, on those 
bordered the Caffres to the T otth East. 

The Dutch Government oppressed tho two former Cla~~es of 
Inhabitants to a degree which provoked them to Imlepentlence, 
yet had the weakness at the same time to exercise no Power of 
Government, and in a manner to almmlon them, so that there was 
neither Government nor Law, arnl the conse11uence was mutual 
Violence and Oppression, and depredations on each other without 
any restraint from the Powers of GoYernment either Civil or 
Military, so that they could hartlly be said to belong to the Colony. 
The weaker the Dutch Government grew the stronger grew thl¼ 
spirit of Independence. 

To this may be acltled that there is no longer any douht of 
Jacobin Emissaries having anive1l here ho1.h from :France and 
Germany as long ago as the year 1783, who prnpagated their 
Doctrines with too much suceuss at this 1 'lacu, arnl from that time 
there was not a :Family, nor a Fanner from among the I>uteh Boom, 
or Hottentot that came to Cupe Town whid1 those Emi:,sarie • di<l 
not seduce so that tboy retmne<l having ad1leu to their f-pirit of 
Independence the spirit of overturning all Uovermnent calliug 
tJiemsel vcs l'atriots. 

The Govemment of the Country falling into the IT all!!s of the 
English, the l'alriots conl"ludeu or at lea t were t.wght to beliern 
that a Government new and scarcely established woulu hardly 
prove more powcrfull than thu old one, and 1u:eurdi11gly the 
Disturbances broke out (as (hl\ernmcnl has been aln.:ady in­
formed) by thu forl'ible Hei.;rnu of a l'ri 011er, \\ ho upon a Ci, il 
proces • ,Hts conveying by the 11 ands of ,Ju ·til·e to the l'iq ,ital. 

The immetliate Exertions of !hu Umerllllll'UL h1.:n.i weru i.;uc<·es -
full in 11uulli11g this L1.:gi1111iug of the lnsurruetio11, but 1111fortu11all•ly 
the early Recall of thu Truop,i, w·hich the weaki1e s of the Uani:,;on 
appPars to have occasioned, gu\·e life to the almost cxtingui:shed 
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hopes of the ill intentioned, and made those who had put them­
selves under our Protection especially the Hottentots suspect our 
Intentions, and dreading to return to the state of Violence and 
Tyranny from which on the appearnnce of our Troops they had fled to 
us and perhaps doubting our Power to protect them they fled to the 
Ualfres, and so engaged them in these troulJles that in a short time 
these disturbances broke out again, and it became neces~ary that 
Major Ueneml Dundas should himself repair to the spot taking 
with him such forces as could be spared. 

Unfortunately on his anival in these Parts, the State of things 
was much altered from what it was at first. And he found the 
Hottentots closely united ·with the Caffres, a most powerful Tribe 
who resolving to support them, immediately began Hostilities with 
us and some partial Conflicts with them showed it to be ex­
ceedingly doubtfull whether the superiority of our Troops could 
tnaintuin a long Conflict against daring Sarnges in an impene­
trable Country, neither unused to ~Fire Arms nor terrified with our 
Artillery and shewing a desperate invincible Courage on every 
occasion. 

In this Situation Major General Dundas had recourse to the only 
expedient he thought left namely making Peace on any Terms. 
He has done so by paying Tribute to the Cafl'res, promising Pardon 
to OJfonders, and holding.out every possillle encouragement to the 
Hottentots to return to their Habitations, and promising Lands 
and protection against their oppressors. HaYing concluded this 
I>eace, ho has once more withdrawn the Troops, but not without 
leaving 400 .Men at the .New :Fort :Frederick at Algoa Bay for the 
lJroteetion if necessary of the Civil Power. 

Ho has also appointed a 1fr. 1\faynier a Person Yery well 
quali[ied for the Trust as ltesident Commissioner to superintend 
the regulations necessary to lie estalllished, and carry the Terms 
offered into execution. 

I sincerely ,~i~h this Peacu may be lasting, but circumstances 
have already arisen which together with the ill state of Health of 
the lksiduut Commissioner :\lr. 1faynier ham made me ju<lge it 
llecessary to send an .Assistant Commissioner to second his En­
deavours, and 1.lr. 8omcn ille has IJeeu thought uf for that purpose 
u.11<l will 1,;ouu set out for Umatr lteinet. 

I Hhall du my utmost to pmsuu aud presene this Pacifick 
System and these Commissioners will harn every support frolll 
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me. I even think as Major General Dundas will be here that I 
shall make a Tour myself through the Country towards the dm;e 
of the year, In order to inform myself minutely on the Rpot of 
ernrything and if necessary to add weight to the measures pur­
suing for the firm Pacification of the Country. 

Much more however remains to 1,e done for if the \Vournl is lmt 
skinned over, it will continually break out again, and it appears tu 
me that Lo promote Civilization and the true l'rnsperity of the 
Colony, the present opportunity should 1,e taken firmly tu 
establish a respect for the Laws by a due mlministmtion of 
Justice, and with this view I have been consulting with the 
:Fiscal whom I have desired to digest and lay l1efore me a plan 
for this purpose, of which indeed my Idea is in some degree 
formed already, but I shall wait to see how those Ideas may apply 
to the Country. 

This Colony, which is a Territory at present as large as Great, 
Britain in extent, is divided into only four districts and excepting 
the Supreme (;ourts of Justice at Cape Town, has lmt :Four 
Magistrates, who have indeed some Assistants, but to these I<'our 
Magistrates must all l'ersons come for Justice except, in Cases 
(and those not few) where it is even necessary to go to the Cape 
for Justice; and these four Districts as may be concehed are so 
large, that such Persons as stancl in nee<l of Redress must go 
sometimes above 500 miles to a Magistrate, nor does the Evil stop 
here, for it is as far some times to go to atternl Divine Rervice or 
to attend on being summoned the Militia and other pu 11lic 
meetings. 

It is impossible hut a state of Things so inconvenient mnst lie 
an encouragement to \Vrongs, Violence oppres:-;ion arnl l )isonkrs 
and it has vrovecl so, and to have been the Cause as much us any 
of much Mischief. 

I have suggestc<l to the 1<'iseal the I1lea of remc1lyi11g this Evil. 
Ifo has entered much into it, arnl is preparing a l'lan for this 
purpose by sub1li viding the Dist rids, arnl by ha, ing re:-;id1mt 
Magistrates in each subdi, i:-;ion to hear an< l determine \V rongs 
and preserve good Order. I have aho ,mggeste1l the !ilea of two 
Members of the Supreme Court of ,l uRtice going from l'ape Town 
annually a Circuit to correet Auuses all(l to report to Government 
the condition of the Colony. 

In consequence of these Ideas, the Distriets will uc subdivided 
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nn<l he reduced to a more convenient extent, the :X umber of 
Magistrates will 1,e encruasrnl auJ ,Justice rcrnlereJ more practic­
able at least an1l I also hope moro 1mrely administercJ. 

These 1Iagistmtus and the~e arrangements must he supporte1l 
1,y Uo,·ernmc11t the ~lagistrntes must be taken from hence, They 
are not in the country. I think the Colonial Hcrnnues will 
suppmt the expcnce, which I trust will at least be amply repai1l 
1,y tho ustablisluncnt of "OOJ OrJcr anJ Subonlination, and more 
cspc<'ially the 1lue respect to the Laws anJ the aJministration of 
,J 11stice, which I conceive to be the great Eml of all well regulated 
Government. 

Another arrangement has heen strongly stated to me, with a 
rec1uest that it may be lai1l before Government as a matter of 
serious concern, it relates to the education of Youth which at 
present is so much neglected as to make it to be apprehended that 
very fatal effects may follow if not reme1lied. 

Three or Four Clergy of Jccent manners and tolerable classical 
Lcaruina would be sufficient and with a Stipend from Government 
and the profits of Schooling would afford sufficient ~faintenance. 
The stipend to be- £100 per annum. The Srholar to pay 500 
Hi.·dollars each. I could wish them of the Church of Englarnl 
an1l shoul1l hope the .Arehbishop of Canterlmry might be desired 
to Helect some such. If .. ttlcJ in the Country a dwelling Hou:e 
all(l Ganlcn and small tract of Lund ma.y be given them. I 
earnestly hope this will be taken into consi1leration. 

l !'a1111ot quit this sul1jcct without touehing on two Topics 
arising out of it and connedccl with it. 

l )uri11« the Disturhanc, some of the Itingleaders, being chiefly 
those of the Patriot or Jacobin l'al'ty, nm! amongst them tho:e 
who Wl're conecmcd in the Hcscue, harn been i-cizcd and :cut 
l'ri m1crs to the Ca tle, other ha\'e been taken with Arm. in their 
lI:md,. Thc.e l'ri,011•1 about 18 or 20 in .c·umlicr partly on 
n1·c·ount of the ab!'encc of ~fojor c:encml Jhm1las, arnl partly from 
my not h1•i111r arrirn1l, have not yd, been !'ithcr trye1I or punished. 
I I i~ 1w,,· J,ernmc nc1·1• arr t hl'ir Fate i-lwuhl be clc< illc1l, and 
tlH•rc c•an he no clonbt of tl;e ah,olu(p nel'CSc-ity of making some 
E,-·arnplPs. But the <liseu sion of the Sul,jed, ha.s pro1luccd some 
llH·cty ac; to th• l'lmcr' of liowrmnent here. I understand that 
hy what i called here the !Julian Laws There lay an Appeal t.o 
Bat:nia. as the supromc GoYernmenl, in all ea 'cs both Civil and 
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Criminal. An appeal to Batavia no longer existing, I nncl TStanrl 
it has been settled that in Civil cases an Appeal is now tu be 
made to the supreme Government here, but nothing is speeitka11y 
settled as to Criminal Cases, whether the Ramo Appeal lyes or Hol. 
It seems reasonaule that it should, aU1l the Fiscal i,; of Opiuion 
that it does of course. It may however he eventually cx}H.1die11t 
that this Power should be specially given, to the same l'omt ol' 
Appeal, as in Civil Cases, or perhaps to the Uovcrnor alone. 8omc 
such Power of Appeal there should certainly be some,, here. I 
wish for Directions on this Suhjcet, heeause I umlerstand Direc­
tions were sent from Home in 1793 relative to Civil Cases but 
nothing was settled as to Criminal Cases, however, in the mean 
time should. the Exigency arise, aml the Fiscal as Attorney 
General and Prosecutor for the Crown find it to be e.·pedient to 
appeal to the supreme Power, I shall be incline<l to receive it, 
conceiving it to be highly important there shoultl be no Interrup­
tion to the Course of the Proceedings, nor any Delay of Justice, 
conceiving the PrineiJJle to be the same in Criminal as in Civil 
Cases. 

The other Point relates to Cases, where Banishment may he the 
Punishment, in which case also Batavia was the Place of Bani h­
ment. This being no longer possiLle, It app •ars to me, First, that 
England is not exactly the Place to whieh sueh Persons shoul<l 
be sent as may deserve such Punishment, arnl next that Botany 
Bay is exactly the proper place. I have had some Conversation 
with Governor Gidley King here on the Huhject. Ile perfectly 
agrees with mo, and ,,ill Le reaJy to receive any such Presents as 
we may have occasion to make him from hence, and I am not 
without hopes I shall receive Power so to do. But I wait for such 
l'uwers and Directions how to proceed. 

It may be proper that I shoul<l here add that th ' l'erson last 
sent in llanishment to Englaull }.lr. V cnnaak is I urnlerstand 
a Person well conversant, in Conspinu:ies, anll that tlteru is nut a 
Project especially against tho English Uovcrnment in any l'art of 
India (of which there have been arnl 1 doubt not still are sum·) in 
which he has not been more or less engageJ, nor is there ti l'en;on 
whose Zeal in such a Cause is more relyed on than his. 

Here are also a Number uf .Freneh 1'1isoners whose long con­
tinuance at this l'laco is very ineonveuient. They \Vere }Jttri of 
the Uarrison of l'undichcrry and were to have been sent to 
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Europe, hut were landed here sick, arnl no steps have ever since 
lJeen taken for sernling them on. I have been endeavouring to 
s •nJ some fo~· away, hut it is much to be wished, on many 
a •co1111tH, that they coul<l all he removed. 

From the last accounts we ham heard from England, I am not 
without hopes also that tho lu11g :µrumisod Heinforcement to this 
Ganison may actually he on its way hither. I therefore hardly 
need say their arrival will Le a great 8atisfaction. I need uuly 
reft•r lo what has Leen state<l concerning the unhappy Business at 
Gmaff Jteinet to shew how much the want of it has embarras ed 
every Proceeding. En~age<l in a foreign \Var, which make 0 us 
every hour to l,e not without a possibility of Attack, and engaged 
at the same time in the ·e internal Commotions, this feeble 
<:arrison was not equal to all the Rervices required of it at once. 
The Exertions it made had every J~ffect that could be expected but 
this circumsta11ce dictated the measures that were pursued, and I 
l>e;; leave again to add that from the Nature of the Service an<l the 
Situation of the Country Carnlry if it can be spared, would be 
of most es ential Senice, and one more Regiment of Light 
Dragoons would aµ wer ernry purpose. 

I nm t U'llCe more repeat that the Country itself deserves every 
Care and Pains that can Le bestowed upon it. That it grows 
every Hour in Importau~ that it is l.Jlessed with a l◄'crtility 

nne ·arnplc,l, ernn the barren Sands producing with Culture the 
iinest \'ineyards and Fruits and the whole is capable of every 
pro,lll<·tiou which any part of the Globe can furnish, except 
J>crhaps Home few of the EasL and "\Vest India Articles, which 
this 'limu.te will not a1huit of. The only thing it wants is 
1 nhabitanls arnl Cultivation especially Artificers and Labourers. 
Th<! \I ant of these la. t, is more especially felt at this moment, and 
l l1a ,·e he •n so .·tnmglv urgrnl on the ~uhject that I have con­
senk,l lo the :-,npply of ~ltt\ es heiug compleatc<l, which was begun 
li ·fore 111y arri rnl all(l I hop• this will he sullicient for the present. 
I h:n u hmn.1vcr at the ,ame time <lirecte<l a revisal of the L·iws 
<' 0 1l<'cmiu" their treatment, whi(•h in truth is in general not severe, 
an,l I hope by Holli<' im1irove111e11t in tlH•se Laws to rernler their 
~it uatiuu 11early similar tu lI nshandry Labourers in Englarnl. 

1 have thus ~ir ••in•n you at some lell'•th a <letaile1l account of 
the ~late of tl1is •:i1u11y, arnl eHpe<'ially ut' the late distmliances in 
lhL• Interior accordi11" to the HcporL made tu me on the 8uhject, 

 

 



94 Records of the Cape Colony. 

and upon the whole I trust the Public Tranquility will not again 
be clisturbecl. The I>nblic Expences, Rhoul<l this he the Case, as 
soon as the public Hepairs are cornpleatecl will he 1lrawn within 
tolemlJle Bounds, s1wh as the ltevenues of the Colony may nearly 
meet, and it shall he my Care to impro\'e the one ancl diminish 
the other. I have &c. 

(Signed) 

[Original.] 

Pri?:ate mul Confidential Lrttrr fro1n Sm GEORGE Yo~"GJ, to the 
HIGHT HoNOURABLJs HENRY DUNDAS. 

CAPE Tom. )larch 29 1800. 

DEAR Sm,-I have given in my Dispatches a Detaile1l Account, 
ancl as faithfull a ficture of the present ~tate of this Colony, as 
It was in my Power to give, ancl It may be relyd on, as being 
Strictly Correct. But there are other l)oints wh IL appears to 
me proper you should know on which you will use your own 
Judgement. 

Of the Importance of this Colony I need say nothing to you, 
J{ut it grows in Its every Hour. It is arnl will 1,ecome the Centre 
of Commerce with Inclia, America, and Europ . The European 
Commerce is carriecl on at present l>y ]Janes, Swedes, arnl Jlam­
burghcrs, ,rho arc especially the Danes, the Uhannells of all the 
Ulawlestine Trade of the Vutch, of the French and of the English 
R Irnlia Company, which is the rno::;t Considerable of all, lmt they 
also Convey Supplys to the Mauritius, and to Bata,ia to a great 
amount. The American Commerce to the East I111lies , - China & 
Bata,ia, which is cncreascs very fast, depcrnls entirely on the 
Cape. Here have lJeen many Amerirnn ~hips sinl'e my arrival, 
and here is now a fine Ameri1·an 1''rign.lc of 32 ( l unR, & anothl'r 
Rxpecte<l, sent to protect lhe American commerce in India whfrh 
has been much harrass'<l liy French I>rin1-tccrs fitted out at the 
Mauritius which now existR hy Privateering alone. I have learnt 
from the American Captain that the l1nite<l States rely on the 
}'riemlship of England, and He C'onfess'1l to me they could 1wt go 
on, but by the Assistance of the Cape, which He Calle<l. the Key 
of In<lia. They have just appointed a Consul General here who is 
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to re. ido here He told me they hn.11 n. most Beneficial Trade with 
i-\outh America whieh they impplyd for Cash, in the European 
Coo1ls, But that they sent (I think not very wisely or profitably) 
much of that Cash to 'hina for Teas. That they also carried 
l'rrnlnco to Batavia, but coul<l not sell It, and got little or nothing 
for 1 t. They also supply the Mauritius and gett Spices &e. an<l 
1 n ~hort that their Eastern Trade encrease<l very much, lmt all 
depende1i on the Capo. J thought it right to be very Civil and to 
assure Him of the I•'riendship of England, as long as were in 
amity with each other which I hoped woul<l always be the Case 
against Fmm:e, which I looked on as tho Common Enemy. In 
this lie agree,l with me, & assured me America <lid so too. They 
ha, o litte1l out 15 Frigates from 30 Guns and upwartls to cruize 
against J<'rance, and are lmil1ling r; 74" which are very forward. 
They huild Chiefly at A ewport in Hhode Island, which they 
expect to become their Chief Dock Yanl. The only annoyance at 
present to the Cape and indeed to India, Is the Mauritius. }'or 
tho', by the activity of onr Cruisern, their Ships of War are 
destroyed, Yett the Inhabitants Yest their Property in Prirnteers, 
and live hy the uccess of their Cruises. ·whether it is a1hi~eable 
to attempt the lleduction of this nest of Pirates, Is more than I 
ean pretcll(l to jrnlge, This I know, Its Reduction would be a. great 
i-\ceurity to this Colony, ~rnl indeed to all the Indian Commerce, 
for they 1itt out Ships & Plan Expe1litions without Its being 
known, awl by Yarious 'hannells gett Intelligence arnl Directions 
from France with the greatest Expedition. But whether such an 
Enkrprizc he practical1le, eyeu if desirable, ls I believe not quite 
so 'll'ar. They gr •at Stores of \Varlike I>roparation, and tho' 
110t 1rnmcro11s in Troops, have a very large llocly of Provincial 
For1 l', all ti,linecl, for l>efence c' Sure I am this Colony has not, & 
<'a1111ot hay• tho mean· of acting arrainst It. If an Attack were to 
be made It must be from India, :tll(l, in that Case, I very much 
doubt, if a le. s Force than 1 G,000 l\lon wonl<l be able to Conqner 
It, all(l thu Jtecluction of It for want of Provisions may be difficult, 
liecanse It will he difficnlt to cruize lon•r off tho Ilarhour. I am 
tol1l however that Sir Ilngh Cini tian :n;d Commodore Losack ha<l 
an l1lea of an attempt on this Place, ancl there is a Comte de 
Foudiicourt, who accmnpaniPcl tho latter on a C'ruizc there & 
offerd his services. He professes to be a Loyalist, To have 
Prop •rty ,'· InJlnence there, ,'. has prepar •cl a Momoirc to shew 
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the facility of such an attempt. What Rervice He can really be 
of, I know not, but He is anxious to present his .Mrnwirr. to 
Government, and either to sencl, or carry It hirrnielf. I am rather 
enclined to the latter Expedient, as he doc.~ no yood here, and in 
Europe perhaps, He might serve his Cause ,Yithout risking another 
Voyage to this I>lace which I very much wish He may be spared 
the trouble of. Here are some other l<'rench here, without a l\uis, 
who not only do no Good, hut do much Harm aml I think of 
presenting them to you, without any Desire of their Heturn, 
leaving them to your Oare, that they may <lo no Harm. 

I have now to trouble you with a few Lines on the Suhject of 
the Colony Itself. I have said It is a growing and an Important 
Colony-and I r-,peat It. The most knowing & Intelligent of the 
English, with whom I have Conversed, unanimously admitt, that 
the J>oint once finally settled to whom It is ultimately to belong, 
It will double in Importance arnl there is not a Dominion of the 
Crown abroad that will be of the Value of this Colony to the 
Mother Country by the Employment of Its Shipping & Reamen, 
and by the Vent of its 1fanufactures, while It will repay this by a 
Supply of Articles which this Climate & Soil can raise m0st of 
which Great Britain wants, or, by this means, will he able to 
supply foreign Markets with. But everything is to begin, and. 
Time must be allowed fur it. I know very well this has been 
represented as an useless Colony, and. even a hen.vy Burthen, and 
a }>lace not worth retaining. Thrn,e who m,sert this, I sm,pe<'t 
know the assertion to be false, tho' they make It from interested 
Motives, hoping to make Uovernment think so, to gain their Ends. 
But, whether they do so or nol, the Assertion Is false, and I assert 
that whoever has the Capo is Master of the (.;ommerco of lndia. 
But as the Point of Expence is always looked to, as the Chief 
Point, tho' Power is sometimes 1ma,·oidauly supported, at some 
exponce, yett to meet this argument, tho' I will uot pledge myself: 
yett I will venture to state my firm Belief, that, as the Uulonial 
Hevenues already meet the l'olmiittl & all Civil Expences & other 
Charges, except the 11ilitm·y, yett at a Peace they may be so llm<·h 
improved that the Colony will no longer be any Burthen to (lreat 
J3ritain at all. This l fornly helieve; though I cannot at present 
pledge myself for It. Hut this much I think l can now venture 
to say, That if, at a Peace, Uorernment woul<l be \I illiug to fix on 
Sum for the Military cxpeuces of this Garrison, even ::;upposing It 
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to be coutinueu as It must he to he of Service at 4,000 ~fen, and 
this Rnm were the loweRt, at which the l\lilitary expences stood, 
when the Ganison was hut h:tlf the number, the Colonial UeYenues 
woulu <lefmy the Hemairnler, Be It what It may, so that OoYern­
ment woul1l know the utmost Expense which the Colony would 
require, not without a Hope, and fair expectation that, in time 
the whole would he defrny'd without any Charge on the l'uhliek, 
But this can only be expected to be done hy Degrees. 

I haYe troubled. you with these Particulars to answer any 
argmnent of this Colony being a Burthen to the ~fother Country, 
whieh I maintain It will not, for the Heasons I have given, antl 
therefore those, who wish to persuade GoYernment not to retain It 
will I hope be uepri\'C1l of this Pretence for It. I will now only 
ruld, Tlut It is equally Important, that If It is retaine<l at a Peace, 
Government shoulu keep It iu Hs own Hands, anll not gmnt It, 
Improvidently, away to the E. I. Company, which woulll be the 
most unwi e, and, I do nut scruple to add, the moRt Dangerous 
Thing in the '\V orld. }'or the Example of American Independence 
teaches a Le. son on thi Subject, which i5 against giYing such 
great )leans into the Hands of DiRtant Colonies to re:--ist, or deny 
th' J)ower or Rights of the Crown, alHl Ii cannot be <lenied that 
whiehernr of the two Part' of 1.he Empire is in l)o.~seR.-ion of the 
( 'ape will, in time, tlietat'i} to the other, and the l'rom1 will lose 
Its Hights c' Power oYer the other so mueh the sooner for haYing 
granted away the Cape to them, an :Event of this kind Is at least 
)>ossihle, & therefore I ha\', thought It my InclispemmlJle Duty to 
Consider the Colony in all J ts Conse<1uences, as to the retaining 
It, giYing lt up, or granting it away, on whieh Point, I confess, I 
think there cannot ue a moments cloubt. 

I will now state what has oc•c111Te<1 to me as likelv to he Bene­
ficial at a Peaee, namely, Tl.at at the Heduction ~f our Forces, 
encouragement shoul!l he giyen to sul'h as woulcl h • Inelined to 
S(•ltle here nor woul<l It I think he rnueh to allow one Y car~ Pav 
to all Ruch as woulll come, to he paicl them 011 their nrrirnl, t·o 
enahle them to settle. Here are LandR p11ongh for an) ~ umhp1·s 
lt:Hl _the Country wantR nothing lmt I 11 habitants to cany on lts 
< ult1rntio11, and It woulcl he a most de~irahle Thing to hnYC a 
lluml,er of our own ~uhjec!R, "hi!'lt would he mu!'h mon~ to he 
l'l'lyd 011 hoth for ( '1tlliYation arnl l'or ll!'fcncc, thnn llut<-h or 
llottPntots OJ' ('affrc ; na,· I think Slll'lt ~cttlcrs ancl th,•ir Famili(•s 
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might he lyable to be calle<l out to ~Iilitary Sen i«·c i11 <'asp of 
11eeJ, anJ their chil<lren registcr.!<l & traine<l to the !-lame Dul v, as 
a kind of Militia, without Interrupting the Cultivation of tlll'ir 
Lands. I could say mmh more on this Suhject, hnt heg LP:n P. 

just to suggest the ldea at least, & SubmiLt It to Cornii<ler,1tio11. 
I<'or my own l'art, I am Confident here woulJ l>e room for 10,000 
J\fen to settle In. 

I will now trouble you on some other J\Iatlers. Mr. Ho~~. I 
rejoice to finJ, Is so much mernled that He talks with Confiden<·e 
of recoveriucr, and eYen of retuming here hy this time twehc 
months. I so Sincerely ,vish It may prom so, & therefore am so 
inclined to believe It, that I beg everything I may ham said on 
the 8ubject of his nut returuing may be r.!ganled as nothin~ for 
the !'resent, because nothing can l>e mord <lesircahle than that ]Ip 

should, as he proposes, r0Lum arnl resume his l<\mctiowi her,· :uul 
thereforu all Consideration of what may be wishe<l i 11 ('a,;e JI e 
should not be able to return must he postponed till that ]A 

decided. But should He not then I hope for your Good Of!i(· •s in 
arranging things in the l\Ianner I desired. 

I will now advert to some Reports ·we have receiYc<l from India, 
from whence alone \Ve hav receive<! any :News from En~larnl for 
these Six or 'even 1fonths l'ast, That in Consequcnl'C of I ll•aths & 
Military ammgemcnts there, It is likely that my Frie1Hl lli·i~adier 
Oeneral Fraser may lea ye us, and go to India. 1 wish this Illa y lie 
so, because I know He wishes It. Hut, if he 1loes, I shall 1·111po 
that my friend Cockburn who is now Barrack Master may sul-e<•ed 
I<'raser as ] )ep. Qr. M:. Geu1. a1ul I shall wish to make Homen ille 
llanack Master, for which l lill(l llim well c1ualifi •<l. 

The same Heports if they am to be rely<! 011, make IL al:o 
possible that J\1. Ueneral J>undas may harn a l'o111111:uul in In«lia. 
I haYe not heard Him nor any J\()(ly speak of J t h ·r •, but It i ·, l 
think possible Ho may not di. like IL. His Lady wa hunt in 
India, Her Father was a long time there, all([ Hite ha a llrnt her 
now there in the Company's Heniec, and so111etime~ in ('on\ersa­
tion Lefore this Heport reaehed us, lie ha spoke of It as a di• ire­
.al>le Thing. f;houl<l thi,i proYc so, there is nobody in thi <:ani~ou 
fitt to be Lieut. UoYenwr all([ CoinaiHl the Troup:;, UJHler IIH', arHl 
the Choice of one, Is a 1\latter of gr •at lmpnrtanee tu th!'('< 1011}, 
& of Course some Concern to Ille. lle i-:houl«l be a l\•rso11 of' 
~l'ni<.:<'. ,l!H! used to foreign ('onrnrnnds, ,· tropic·:tl ('litnat1•'4, 
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can not presume lo determine who hest has these Qualifications, 
lmt there is a Friend of mine, who, if He could lie persuaded to 
come, my \Vi~hes would point out, lieyond any other. His 
Qualifications I am anre of, an<l as his own Regiment Is among 
the Xumlier of those, who I hope ara actually on their way for 
this Place, It will have the more Propriety In It. It may perhaps 
Le time enough to name whom I allude to, but from you I will 
not conceal that It is ~I. General Grarns ~imcoe-one of the ( >ldest 
:Friends and acquaintances I have in the \Vorld. I nernr hmml 
him expr0ss a \Vish on the ~uhject & have not the least Guess, if 
anything would tempt Ilim to come. I only know my wish t,o 
have him, not only for my own gratification, hut al 'O for the Good 
of the Scnice, as the hest (Jualifie<l Per..,on I know for such a 
Situation. 

I have now only to mention once more Mr. Jessup. He i; 
getting daily into Disputes, & has lately hecn very Insolent to the 
Collector, who is really a desening officer. It s0ems ,Jessup ii 
half an Attorney, & assumes to himself the know le lge of L'.tw, 

Letter even than those of the Profession here; He has some other 
knowledge too, which he is very attentive to, and his Chief 
Disputes arise from his Thirst after th11t 7.:iiid of K11Jwledge. He 
is, I lielieve an American, & says He was known to Gen1• Haldo­
man, and a kind of a F1octor in America How he came to his 
pres •nt Situation I know not. 

You will, I Lelieve think, by this time that I have troubled you 
enough. I have, as yon allowed me to do, Confidentially unfolded 
to you eYerything that occurs to me-of myself I will say nothing 
ex<'ept that while I have Health & Strength no Care of mine shall 
lie wanting to render this Colony both flourishing ancl usefull all(l 
I onee mure repeat lt, that IL is a most wonderfnll Country, 
capable of every adrnntage •trnl worthy of every attention. But 
there i,; every thing to clo arnl to begin -an<l much to undo-and 
1 t rn nst l>e a work of time to shew all Its Powers This I will 
venture to say, That those who have wrote ahout It, or talkecl 
:tbout It, or pretend to any knowle1lge of It, hare but very 
1 tnperfect ly awl sup •rficinlly 1loue 1 t. Some Parts of the Colony 
ar-: to this hour utterly u11k11ow11, nor Is there one Pcr3011 here 
Who has eYer i,een them, either 1 >nteh or English. Tlu Eastern 
Hild >'<n'th Kistern P.trts h1t\·c lately been mor-: seen on account, of 
the late I >ist11rh;tnt·,• • lint 1•,·pn of thos:.: Parts the knnwle l"C a" ' ~ . 
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yett, of any, is very superficial & Imperfect-but as to tltc \Vest & 
N orlh \Vest Parts nobody knows anything. Some Investigation 
has lately been made of Sal<lanlm Bay, which Is about as far from 
hence as from Lonuou to Portsmouth, hut 1,eyond that nothing Is 
Jone, but It is all called Barren, so little is tl1is Colony known, 
lmt the more It is known the more I am sure Its Value will 
appear, and I once more earnestly recommend It to your 
l)rotection. 

I hope I now need not say that if on the arri rnl of the long 
expected Packet, or on any other occai,ion, I can lmt learn any­
thing in the scope of my 1\1eans or Power that you wish, I hcg to 
know it, arnl that you ,•,ill freely commautl my best Senices 
al ways. I lrnxc &c. 

(Signed) 

[Autograph.] 

l'ri,,utr Lrllrl' f,mn Sm Gmmm Yoxm: to \VILLIA,r 

IIus1rn,sox, }:sQ1m. 

GornnNMJsNT IIousL, CAPE TowN, J1fnrdt 20th J R00. 

I>EAR Rm,-I wrote to you hy the Ship Rl'!Jlll11s which 1 hopo 
you will have received safe. I ac<piainled you with onr safo 
arrival here, after a Passage of three months, and of onr luning 
found all quiet and well here, tho' 11111d1 tlistressecl for \V:rnt of a 
Reinforcement to the Garrison, the Duty at prest•11t 1,eing wry 
harcl-Jlut these, 1 hope, are 110w on their \Vay, arnl they will lie 
most welcome. 

I have a misernl,le account to sell(! of the Inv<'sLment st•nl out 
hy Government, not ahove 01w Lliircl ol' IL has been sol,!, smrH' lras 
1,een dcstroy'd by the Fire, tht' rest I ]rave try1l to sdl sinet• my 
arrival hut in Vain. If evtff the attempt succcecls, It 11111st hl' 
conducted differently from thl' last, Hut on this I will not Ray 
more at present. 

I wrote you in my last that we were greatly cli,;treHscl for want 
of artificers, so much so, that I am C1lllfidl•1tt a goocl Mast1:r 
Carpenter & Builder would utake his FortmH'. As to Brieb; 1rn1l 
Lime, with l'lcnty of .Materials arnl en•ryllring lo makP liolh \V1• 
have 11oho1ly that can uiakl' 1n ln1rn a Kiln , 11r lrnil1l a LinH· Kiln , 
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11nr h t.here a Blacksmith hut what udong::i to the Artillery, or is 
to he rnctt with among the Sol<liers there is hut one Sadler in the 
( 'olony, ancl nut one Hool, all<l Shoemaker. There arc some '\Yaggon 
mak1•r,; according to the Fa:hiou of the Country. The \Vant of 
the,;c Is not merely a pri\·ate, hut a Publick Inconvenience-as a 
Proof of It, I have to acc1uai11t you that the l\1\1lick Town liills 
lu:re arc at last grown so mncl1 out of lll•pair, as t,o lie scarcely fitt 
f,ir use, and nearly in l )anger of falli1:g, arnl yctt they have 
:wtnally no artificers here capahle of cluing what is necessary. This 
is a re,tl l'ulilick Distress, all<l lmving heeu Consulting with tho 
1''ise,tl, ancl the Bm·,r]ier Senate upon the Busine-.;s, It has occurr'd, 
arnl ls agreed hy u; all, That if It, 'were possible to ;;ernl out a good 
< 'cnnpleat Corn and Flour llill re,uly mac le It would he in the Ell(l 
not only Cheaper, lmt more uscfull than to attempt either to repair 
or Helmil<l these uy any Body here, ancl J ha,·e heeu de;;ire1l t-0 try 
whether this wonl<l not he possible, I ham therefore to heg It may 
he done, if possible, nor have I an~· 1luubt unt if It is possible, 
there will he e\·ery Disposition in Uovernment to bestow such :t 

Bendit, on the Colon~·, an<l now It may seem ri11iculous, lrnt It is 
really true, that if this shoul<l ue approved of an<l can uc done, It 
will also 1,e nece:-s:ny to sernl out, 11ot only all the lfill \York, )Iill 
'\\'lwcl, Corn arnl .Flour Bins and everything necessary for working 
the ::\!ill uut al,;o ernn the Bricks & Tiles & :Framing of the 
Houf arnl ev •r ·thing Else that may he n•,1uisite. If this ,-hould 
111• ap1n·ove<l of, the ·ooner any such can lie sent out the better, 
ancl therefore I han• now w mention that the l'mrnr of the \Yater 
which works these )fills ls c,iual to anything that can ue require<l. 
Bt•sides snpplying all the Pnhliek Coll(lnits, the Castlo, and Town 
~Iills, The J::!.11111/11~, which runs to waste, at the Spring .Head, 
make;; a nm of (iO <:allons 1wr ::\Iinute, a,ll(l It never fails. I speak 
of this with Certainty h:tYing examined It myself at the Spring 
HPa<L This is tlw )fain Spring. There are, hc~i1les this, three 
inon• ~prings, whil'h ris, near this, not !40 Plentifnll, hut snffo.:ient 
alone to npply the whole Tuw11. It, remains for m • to ;;peak of 
tlw <~nantitv of Corn C011s111nc1l an1nrnll\'. It arnounts to the 
Quant it\·, n~trly of I (JO 000 Ouarter,.; of Corn E1wlish lfeasnrc, ., ' l , J ("I, 

a,11el for this It 1h•pt•nds on :t Supply from the Interior for the 
l 0 1'11, an1l on these Town 11ills fur Flour. I suppose nne ,vell 
< 'on lnwle<l :\lill wuul1l supply 111ore tlwn all the Three do :~t 
}>l'eSCllt, 
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I am Rorry to sn,y Corn is at present very Dear. ·when I 
arri,·e,l, there was not a "\Veek's Supply left. Measures were 
instn,ntly taken, in private, to Procure a Supply, and ·we have 
snc~ee,le,l so as to 1J3 in no alarm at pre,;ent, but I have been 
strongly lll',~e<l to secure a Depot in Case of Need, whenever It 
becomes Cheaper, which I hope It will soon. 

I don't know if such a Mill, as I ha,·e described can l>e got rea<ly 
made, hut I recollect having heard of one, quite new, that was to 
be ha,l and Purchase<l. It woul<l be worth while to do this and 
take it down. Mr. ~ferry of the War Office I helieve could gett 
some Information of It, and I write to Him about It. 

Among other Publick Works, and Improvements, I have now to 
acquaint you, that \Ve are thinking of Watering and Lighting the 
Streets. The President of the Burgher Senate has spoke to me 
about It, and I am desired to write about L'tmps & Lamp Irons. 
They must not l.Je such Lamps as in London at present but the 
Old Fashion'd ones will Jo best, such as they have at Ediulmrgh. 

Coupled with Lamps Is Lamp Oyl, and with this the Whale 
:Fishery, upon which Subject I have to mention that no Part of the 
World affords better Whale & Seal Fishing, than these Seas, and 
that a Fishery at Sal,lanha Bay would be very well worth trying, 
and I hope Parliamentary Bounties might be exten<led to this 
Colony. The nursery this would lie for Sailors, and the advantage 
to the Mother Country, is mulonbte<l. 

I have been informe,l of two Whalers from Scotland one from 
Leith the other from Aberdeen, fitting out with this View. If 
they come they shall have every Encouragement they can Wish, at 
Sal<lanha bay or Elsewhere in the Colony. 

The next thing I have to mention is Coals. \Ve have none left, 
Part being destroyed by the .Fire, and no Supply come Rince. But 
for Uods Sake do not <"harge It with Duty, nor send It ont upon 
Freight-on the Contrary lelt crn·y Ship that comes out liring 
some in Ballast. "\Ve are in great want of It, an,l what the Troops 
will do in ,July I know not. I have concerted \\ith Govr. King 
for :i Supply from Botany Bay, hut I fill(l It will come Alowly :tll(l 
not so easy or cheap as was imaginc<l. However It will help in 
time. 1>erhaps too if we li:Hl any artificers or skilfull Persons we 
might gett IL here. There are I am assure<l Symptoms of It, bnt 
the Inaetivity & want of knu,rledge of the People prevent any 
attempt,; as ydt to pron: It. In time perhaps \Ve may tlo Letter. 
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11nt in the mean time pray senJ. us some Coals continually, for 

l<'uel is <lrca.Mnlly scarce and Dear. 
Another Thing woul,l he of Infinite Senice-namcly a Sawing 

Mill, lo lnrn hy \Vatcr, to saw Timber or Slone - a Skilfull Person 
u11dcrstan<ling how to work ,mch a ~!ill, and lo repair It, or build 
another \\ill abo \Jc neccs.iary to \Je sent out with It. 

l ha,e now to mention that l sclHl you enclo::;ed some Letters, 
wli ieh \Jy some acci,lent were left out of the Post Otficc Bag, and 
were sent up to me. On looking at the direction my curiosity 
was excited by seeing they were all Directed to the House of 
l hwid Scott & Co. whose Correspondence in India has of late 
m:ule some noise. 1 ditl not think fitt to open them, but Irn,terul 
of returning them to the Post Olllcc, I enclose them to you, to be 

dealt with as shall \Jc thought proper. 
I luwe now once again to express my earnest Hope that the 

promisCll Heinforcement to this Garrison is actually on the Seas in 
Its way to this Place. I do assure you It is impossible to answer 
for the Security of this Place without It. When Part of the 
Carrison wa.:3 ta.ken away from It to go to India, the most Solemn 
l'romise was then giYen they should he replaced by others from 
home because the Duty would be hard on those which remained. 
Since that the Disturbances in the Interior haYe rendered, & 
conlinue to render that Duty still harder. The Hcinforcement has 
1,c •n over and oyer again promised, & the necessity of sending It 
nrgc<l repcatc<lly, and not denyd, yctt still It has never come. 
This is Cruel, and what is worse the Disturl>ances in the Interior 
have rcmlerCll a new Tour of Duty necessary at 500 Miles 
1)i:,;tancc which makes the 1 )istress infinitely greater. In short, 
The Secmity and Fi11clity of the People of this Colony depends 
in the fir;-;t Place on the Conviction that It is to remain to Great 
Brilain-ln the next Place on the Strength and Power of Govern­
ment to Support Itself-and whatever may l>e thought at home, 
the l lisa!fcctcd here of which there are many draw their Con­
clu~ions arnl are not slow in Calculating the \Veakness of a 
Uarri~on which at present is the only Support of Government 
here. \Vhen I came away two Regiments of :Foot arnl some 
Hennits were solcnm1y promisc(l me. They appeared then 
ahsolutcly ncees,-ary. How l'rncl lhen to leave me without 
them, \\·hen 1 most solemnly atlinn that since my AHival here & 
have mor.! In ·ight inlo lhe l'ircumstanees of the Country, I can 
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& must say that the two promised Ucgiments of :Foot are not even 
enough, but the Herviee from Its Xatnre & Its Distance requiring 
It, the J)nty lyes chiefly on the Carnlry, so that besides these two 
11egiments of Foot a Corps of Light Dragoons are greatly wanted 
at this moment, arnl l will a,ld that on conversing " ·ith the 
Artillery Oflicers they declared their ~trength, which is of the 
utmost conRe<1 twnce, not imffic:ient, and that an additional Detach­
ment of Horse Artillery woultl he of Infinite Service. I do therefore 
earneRtly recommend all these matters to your Immediate atten­
tion. Try-Solic:it- ltemind UoYernment again & again till you 
prevail and gett what is so essential to the Government here, and 
even to I ts security. :For we are here not a moment without 
alarm-at the time the Disturbances broke last out at Graaff 
Heynett the Disaffected had a l'orrespomlence with the :Mauritius 
-and tho It ended well, the :French :Frigates ueing destroyed and 
the :French too ,reak to send. any Nucconrs to the Disaffected, yett 
we know they still Correspond both from C:raaff Reynett & from 
hence and. advise the French of our whole situation here. \Ve 
know too that they at that time dispatched a Vessell to l•'rance to 
ad vise them of the Distmhancrn, & the Situation of Things here. 
J utlge then what I must feel fir:(1ing myself in a Situation responsible 
for the }'ate of this Colony, and yett not putt in a Condition to meet 
the Danger if It arises howeYer Foreseen nor to clo that wbil'h I feel 
indispensalily necessary to the Puhlick Security, lmt left weak and 
defenceless exposed to attacks from without & Commotions within 
which I can neither wink at or enclnre with Honour nor rm,ist 
with Success. l!'or Oocl's sake clout Lett me remain in such a 
Disgracefull Situation any longer, 1mt use your utmost efforts 
that l may be place(l in a ~ituation that will enable me to (lo my 
Duty, and then l will be answerable that Ill do It, lmt other\l'ise 
I Leg to protest against whatever may he the Consrn1uence of 
being left in such a Cornlition. I nernl not say that i-;uitalile 
Supplies of Ammunition & Htores are of conrse nccess•try to any 
Heiuforeemcut, hut the Iteturns to the Boanl of Ordnance will 
f\liew that, at any l'itte, Supplies aru lie<'ome absolutely necessary, 
none ha Ying been sent out for these fl \C years, though It Reem~ 
natural to suppose that a State of "'ar might make It JI088ibfr that 
s01111• Supplies 111 i:1ht he necessary. 

I press all these ~lilitary Points not fr.nn any I'1ca of any 
:Military Operation~, \\hidt 1 hope iu f;od ,1ill not he nece~sary, & 
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which I shall do my utmost to avoid, hut I urge them from a 
( 'ou Yid ion of their being absolutely necessary for our Protection 
ancl Helf J)efeuce, all([ tecaw,e I am perfectly sure that the Know­
ledge of onr \Y eakness J s the Thing in the worl<l that will provoke 
ancl encourage attempts which would not otherwise be thought 
of, (\!lei Produce the effects which teing most to be <lreaded 
('an only he arniclecl hy l>eiug enabled to Prevent or Check them. 

In Short the Secmity of the Oo,·ernment Ts the first Care-The 
l'rm,perity of the Colony is the next. The one cannot be expected 
till the other ls Putt (sic) of Doubt-I entreat therefore your best 
oflires to gett l'utt in the Situation which Puhlick Security & 
\Velfare rec1uire I should lie Placed in, and you cant imagine 
the anxiowi ~foments I shall pass while I remain in such a 
Situation. 

The Trade & l'omnwrcc of this Place encrcases very fast, tho 
Rome Speculations in Englarnl will I l>eliere fail, because they 
harn ornrstocked the ~farket with many articles, at the same time 
that others are much wanted, But foreign Ships anive Coutimrnlly, 
l>anes, 8we<les, Hamlmrghers & .\mericans. They chiefly carry 
on the Contraband Tracle of :France, Holland, and the English part 
is the most Consi<len1blc of all. Hut the Americans are beginning 
to trade to India on their own account, for which Purpose they 
rely much on the Conrnnience of ::.topping at this Place. Here 
has been an .American Frigate, thti l'aptain of which told me they 
eouhl not go on without the Cape and depemletl on the Friendship 
of England. I thought it right to he rnry Ci,il to him and to all 
American :-;hips which touch here-and the Enclosml Paper will 
shew you they arc Yery "·ell satisfietl with their Hcception. They 
Heut It me rnluntarily, without my expecting It, and the Captain 
of the frigate declared when He went away that He never ex-
11crienccd suelt kind Treatment any\lhcre as here, and has sent 
a nispat('h to Ammica :uhising the Cnitetl 8tatcs of It, and 
recommending crnry possible Ileturn of kindness to l>e shewn 
en•ry English 8!1ip of \Var that enters any of the American Ports. 
~\nothpr Frigate 1H expectccl here \\ith a Convoy of Merchantmen 
for India, and they harn just settled an .American Consul here. 
The .American C'onsu l Uenernl for India also touchc<l here in his 
\Vay Home. He came with Letter:, of Hecommemlation from 
Lor<l 1\forningion, a ::\Ir. ::\Iiller, am! I assure yon we sent him 
away Ycry well Salislictl "ith his lteception. T beg ·ou will let 
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Mr. Dundas know all this, arnl that I shall think It right to 
Continue these Good Oflices. I told the Capta.in of the Frigate 
that they might al ways clepend on the same lteception as long as 
they continued Friends with us, which, I hop'tl, they woul<l long 
be. He saicl our Frienclship, ancl especially the Cape, was of the 
utmost Uonsequence to their Commerce for they could not go the 
long Voyage to India without stopping to Victual and water here. 
They clo no more here, nor has any Ship yett urnler any Excuse 
attemptecl to llreak Bulk-on the Contrary, one Ship came in very 
leaky, and just applycl to me to know what He might do in case of 
Necessity, either to Stop the Leak, or defray his Uhar<6es here. I 
adviserl him to Stop his Leak afloat, and give Bills for his charges. 
He <l.i<l. so -and assurod me, they never would attempt to Infringe 
on the ltegulations of the Place, which I told him if they fre11uented 
this Place must be Strictly adhered to. 

I think I luwe now nothing more to trouble you with. The 
C'arncl Is at last rea,ly to Sail and This will be delivered to you hy 
1\Ir. Hoss the Paymaster General. I am &c. 

(Signed) GEO. YOXCE. 

P.S. Just as I finishecl this an American Ship is come in from 
the Madeiras loaded ·with \Vine for India. The Captain reports, 
that a French ]frigate is cruising ofl' the Madeiras, & has taken 
one or two English Ships. I hope one of our Cruisers will 
secure her. 

L Original.] 

Letta jto,n Sm (1EoHCE Yo'\'cm to tlw lt1rnrr Ho~ou1t.\HLE 

IlEXRY Du.N1JA8. 

CAPE 'fow;,r, April 7th lHOO. 

Sm,-1 am happy to embrace the first opportunity to acquaint 
you that by an Express just received from <:raaf Heine(, Tran­
quility in those Parts is perfectly restored. Mr. :Uaynier the uew 
Hesirlent Commissioner has succeeded in concluding Terms of 
Friendship with Loth the Cal!'re Chiefs. The Hottentots nre 
rd urning to their Habitations heing declared tu he under the 
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l'roteetion of the Government, arnl the Boors luwe sulnnitted to 
all the ltegulations proscribed by Go,ernment for the protection of 
such Hottentots as return to their Senice. Compensations are 
directed to he ma<le to such as have suffere<l Depredations, and in 
Rhort the moRt perfect ~ecurity and Trarn1uility now prevails. 
The Caffre Chief Chyka has even put to Death one of the most 
, iolent of the fugitive Hehels, who wante<l to prevent his con­
duding a Peace w:th us, arnl the ltest he retains as Prisoners to lie 
disposed of as Covernmcnt Rhall think proper. 

I am now occupy<! in Preparing for the Tryal of those who have 
heen as yet kept Prisoners at the Casile and I am still more 
oceupie,l in preparing a Hystem for the estahli~hing Goo<l Order 
an<l a due ltespect for the Laws, and to Civil Authority in the 
Interior, so as to prernnt all future Violence or Wrong, and I hope 
also, by such means most effectually to preYent the Renewal of 
such Disturbances as ha\'e hitherto prevailed since I shall thus 
remO\ e, I am conYinced the causes which chiefly occaRioned them, 
and these Ilegulations once established, I shall hegin to have 
sanguine Hopes that no Heverse will again disturh our Tranquility 
which once secured the Country will quietly repair Its late Losses 
and douLle Its l~fforls towards Cultirntion from whence the uest 
Consequences must follow. 

I am happy to ue able thus to announce to you this favoraule 
Turn of affairs, about which "\Ve lrnve all l>ecn anxious for some 
time pasL and have &c. 

(Signed) GEO. YoxGE. 

P.8. Some ~easonal>le Presents 1mm Contriuuted much to our 
Cornrnissionern Huccess, arnl I urnlersLarnl that Glass Beads of 
various Colours, looking (;lasses, Knives and Scissors, and such 
TrinkeLs as m;ually form an assortment for the African Trade will 
he a great means of Cementing our present Harmony, a Proper 
assorlrneuL therefore, tho' not too large cmrnigned to Government, 
an,l sent out by the next Conveyance "ill uc of great Puulick 
Utility. 
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[Endosure A in above.] 

[Origiual.J 

Letter f,·01n Co~rnrssro'.'i'Elt II. C. D. ihYXU:Ll lo ::\L\Joit­
GEXEH.\L DUNDAS. 

Mox C:EXEH.\L,-La lettre de votre Excellence du 27 foHier de 
la<1nelle je me lrouve honore m':t ete remise par la voix de Zwart­
kop-rivicre. Sensible autant qu'on pent l'etre a l'inlerct qu'elle 
vent Lieu preudre a ma sante je suis fache d'etre oLlige, <le delmter 
la reponse par annoncer la continuation !le ma maladie, et de lui 
demander de Youloir hien permettre, que cette fois ci je ue sois pas 
si emple que votre Excellence l'auroit desircc ne pouvant pres<pte 
]:Jas me teuir je me presscrai seulemeut de la satisfaire sur les 
points les plus essentiels. 

Concernant les affoires publiques, elles vout supfaieurement 
Lieu, je prends la libertc de me referer a cc sujet a la letlre <1ue 
j'ai eu l'honneur d'ecrire a son Excellence le Gouverneur. 

La revolution de Cbijka est Ull conte fonge a l'cganl des Lour­
geois qui sout aux arrcts a la citadelle et du sort <lesq uels le 
gou vernement doit decider au premier jour. ,J e premls la liberle 
d'observer a votre Excellence, <1ne je crois c1u'il seroit ncccssaire 
avant de les clargirs qu'il fut demamles par les parans et habitaus 
ici, leur elargissement et qu'ils promissenL darn, la suppli<p!C 
a<lressee a cet effet, c1u'en cas <pie le gouvernement voulu leur 
accorder cette grace, de veilles a, et de He rendre garamls de la 
con<luite de leur coucitoyens, cela fenoit selon moi, sanf le 
meilleur avis <le Yoire Excellence, 1m meilleur effet que si on les 
mettoit en libertc sans puuition aprcs le!-1 arnir <letenus si longlems 
la mccbanset6 ne manqueroiL pas <le dire rpte le (:011vemenH•11L 
anglais certainemcnt ne les auroit pas panlon11cs s'ils avoi •nt {-tcs 
coupables. Jc ne manque pas une scule circonslance ici de lenrs 
prechc la douceur, l'lrnmauile, et l'cquilc du gonvcrnemcnt j'ai 
deja parle a quelc1u'uns d'eux <l'une pareille requ<'ie et je lem ai 
promis que je l'appuirois aupres de votre Exe •11: et <lu gouverne­
meni pour oblenir la grace des moins coupal,les, ils y imnt (res 
disposes. ~i Votro Excell: approuve cette proposition cl le n'a 
qu'it me faire panenir ses ordrcs et j'auroi soin <pte cctte reqnl'lc 
suit le p1ustot pos~ihle signee cf, envoyee a Volre Excell. .r llS<J u'it 
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prrscnt jc n m pas pu l'eussir a retirer la moirnlrc chose des 
rnaius llcs Caffrcs et des hottcntots, et je cruis que desonnais il ne 
faudra plus y souger. Les haLitans com·aiucus <le ce <1u'o11 ,L iait 
pour eux et cuntcus que le reste aille Lien n'en parlent pour 
ai nsi dire plus. 

Partuut ou j'eu ai trouve !'occasion j'ai <lonne de la somrne que 
,otru Excell: m'a laissee a cet effet, quelc1uc argent aux pautrns, 
plus uu moins proportiunne au Lesoiu qu'ils en arnient <lans le 
moment. l>ourque personne ne l'iguora j'ai <lis aux commandants 
wagtmeesters et autres s'ils s'aYuient lle • gens <1ui a\'oient souffort 
daus la guerrc et absolumeut clans le besoin de me les enYoycr. 
l'ar la note <1ue j'envoie t\. votru Excell: elle Yerm l'employ c1ue j'ai 
fait d'une partie et ce qui me reste de l'argcnt <1u'ellc m'a laissee. 
Plusicurs hal.Jitans reconnoissants des Scnices impurlants quc 
, Mm Excell: leur a rcndue par sa presence lui adrnssent un 
r{>mcrcimunt c1ue j'ai l'honncur de lui presenter, quoique cc soit 
llllC foible recompense pour taut de soins aussi signales j'esperc 
<pie cettu marque de reconnaissance de leur part ne lui sem pas 
cle~agreable jc ne doute pas que <lans c1uelque terns les autrcs 
haliitans en ferront autant. On Ycrra au rnoins par la qu'ils out 
ctes ramencs des ,idees qu'on a taut cherche a leur dormer du 
gournrnemcnt. ,J'attends . eulement cp1e ma santc se retablis. e un 
tant soit peu et que la mortalite des chernaux qui e;;t excessirn et 
dont j' en ai aussi cprom·e l'elfot ayant deja penlu un de mes 
rnnilleur clwrnaux, :.,oit passee, pour faire la ronde clans tout Jes 
I >ixtri<'t1-1 pour me rnontrer aux haltitans c1ui se disputes i\, qui aura 
lu premier le plaif-ir de me voir chcz lui et pour m'uffrir tout ce 
<111i me' sern u{>cessaire en voiture, cheYeaux etc. pour le voyage. Jc 
tal'l1erai clc conserver Aoigneusemcnt cette confiance ct .i' en tirerai 
parti pour lcs attaches au guuYemement ct clc les mettre parfaite­
llll'Ht daus i;cs intert•ts. f;i je puis jc penetrerai jnsqu'u. Sucllen­
dam, c·ar a vous parler franchement mun general je <.:roi, que la, on 
s'iuquictc fort peu comment les choses vont, monsr Faure qui 
parroit pi1p1~ d'lwnneur ne m'a pas encore faiL la grace <le rn'{>crirc 
1111c scu le lcttre, jc YieJLs de lui ccrire pour la securnle fuis cle 
vouloir l1ien me faire son rapport. Vous savez trop 1,icn mon 
genl'ral l·omment lcs choses sout cntrclasscs dans cc 11ais et pour 
c·ette raison je pric i11stem111cnt votrc Excell: cle nmluir l>ien passer 
sous le plus prnfun<l silence <·e quo je Yi ens de lui cl ire. 

)Ialgn\ qn'on fas~l' l'l 111algr1\ q11'<'11 cli v11t k:-- l'olit :1j11cs au 
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l'ap j'esperc cepernlant pancnir a perpcteur la pnix et <l'atlPindr • 
le l>ut <le votre Excellence. J'cspi•rc qu'a l'arri re de la pcrsounc 
accr6dit6e que le Gum crncur m'a11nu1H'C ct a Yee laq11clle jc cloi,; 
consulter, la l>esognc scm faite ct qu'ellc n'aum rien it faire q11 '11. 

cuciller les lauriers. Enfin <1110i qu'il pnissc aniYl'r je nc 
ncgligerai rien pour achcYcr l'ouuage <1ue Yotrc K ·eclL a com­
mencee. 

Le gouyerneur m'a deja clernarnle <lnns plusieurn de ses lcttrcs 
copie de l'Instructiun, ([ lie Yotre Excell: m'a laissec rclati vemcnt a 
l'administmtion des affaires <lout votre Excell. m'a confic le soin, 
n'en ayant point res:u de votrc Excell: je n'ai pas pu satisfaire a 
sa demnn<le et comme j'etois cmlmmtsse <le repornlru Sill' cct 
article je l'ai passe sous silence, jusqn'a ce que jusse des nouvclles 
de votre Excell: pour siwoir ce que j' en do:s clire. Le gouvemeur 
m'a demande aussi de lui em·oycr copic de ma corrJspornll'ncc a rec 
les hal,itans. Votr0 Excell: m'ohh~cr.t infinirnc11t de faire cou­
sevoir au gouverncur c1ue les habiUms nc sach::mt point lire 11'y 
ecrire au du moins trcs rnal je r-mis oblige pour e\'iter lcs mal 
eutendus <le m6nagcr le. ecrits ct <le faire pour ainsi clir0 tout 
verl>alement ce c1ui ci,;t infiuimcnt penihle mais par cc rnoycn 
corn me votre Excell: en a 6t6 cllc rneme souYent t6muin j' en Yicn. 
mieux a bout-meme lcs conunallllantR ct lcs ·wagtmcesters, je lcs 
fait venir pour leur cxpli11ucr daircmcnt lcs ordrcs qnc jc suis 
olJli.~e de lour dunner par ecrits. 

S'il est possible <le m'en\'Oyer avcc les voitmes qni , iL•tmcnt <le 
terns en terns de ces districts an cap dcux on trPis cai;;scs d'cm irons 
20 ou :30 fos de corals comm1m pour lm; llu;;jcsmanR, Pt 11110 de la 
mi'•mc quanlit6 plns fins pour lcs caffrcs, ks hal1it:ms :,;'en ('hargP­
rois avcc plaisir ct votre E.-rell. m'ol>li"croit i11fi11imt•11t; ,i'cn 
purtcrai fa ,alcur en romptc u la cais c dl' la eoloniP. LP llosjL•s• 
mans vicnncnt terns Jes juurs en fun]• chcz lcs haliitan ct j<' uis 
oblige de leur tlo1111er CL\ quc ,otrc Exet·ll. m'a c11,·oy[.1• pour k•.· 
Caffrcs, mais 1a paix awe cux l'St 1lc trop d'imporlaiH'<'S pour la 
colonic pour lcs neglige~. :\fa fclllllll' ct lllC,1 cnfan out arri,e 
ici tons l>ien portant le 8 1lu <'Onrant lcur presl'nCl' <l:111s la sit na­
tion ou jc me trouYe m'cst <l'nnc gra11dc <'onsolation. 

,1c suis infillimcnl oblige a Yott'Li Ex1'l'll: de lcur a,·oir fa('ilitue 
lcs rnoycns de Ycnir. Cc 11011n•:111 liic11fait nu.~mt•ntl' cnrow 11 m 
<ldtl' ct m'cml>arras~c e11m111cnl j1• m'<'n ac1piitl'l'ai ·11·:<•fo \'olre 
J<:xcPll. 
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Il foul mon General quc je sois Lien raalrtdc pour ccrire auRsi 
rnal a , otre Excell: rnais j'espere qu'ellc voutlra l1i1m avoir egartl 
{i ma position et me le par<lonner pour cette fois, {i une occasion 
prodrninc ju tachemi si ma sante me le perm el de reparer mes tortR. 
En attendant pennettez moi mon general de vous temoigner que je 
suis avec la rcconnoissance la plus sincere et le respect le plus 
profontl, 

Uon General 

0 nA FFE-Ri-:nmT 

le 2G Mars 1800. 

De Y utre Excellence 
Le tres humLlc et ires ohei~sant seniteur 

l\IAYXIEH. 

J>.S. Comme j'alois ~'lcheto la presente le commarn1ant Tiens­
hurg c~t arri,6 pour me dire que tout alloit on ne pou\'Oit pas 
mienx dans son District et qu'il aYoit emmenc avec lui Frans 
Krieger un des fameux de chez Chijka, qui lui avoit deman<le pour 
venir chez rnoi. Ayant fait ,enir Erieger il me demanda pardon 
<le n'etre pas rnnu plustot mais que cela lui avoit etc parfaitement 
impossible que Chijka n'avoit pas voulu le permcttre. Que depuis 
quulque jours Ch~ka avoit cependant permi1 a la femme de Botha 
<le sortir, que lui et J>iet J>rinslo etoit venus pour l'accompagner et 
1p1'ulle etoit chez le Connnantlant Henslmrg-qu'il me prioit en 
grctce comme lui ct les autres 1'y pouvoit plus tenir chez Chijka 
de vouloir l1ien leur pardonner leurs fautes et de leur faciliter le 
moyen do sortir, que Chijka leur avoit deja pris tout ce qu'ils 
arnieut <pie Buijs n'etoit plus aussi liien asec Chijka et qu'il avoit 
gralHl unvie aus:;i de le 11uitter, (1ue c'etoit un ouigme pour eux 
pourquoi 'hijkrt depuis quel11ue iems leur en Youloit. J'ai 
rcpondu que je Il'en sa,oit rien auRsi-11ue je ne lcs avois point 
enrnye ehez ('hijb-(plC ,otre Excell. par humanitc leur arnit 
aceol'(lce leur pardon et la permission lie rentrer dans leur pais et 
quc c'ctoit i present a eux de s'ananger avec Chijka et de trouver 
le moyon de le (1uitter. A la fiu je me suis laisscr allcr u ses 
p1frre.- et a pres 1 ui arnir bien laver la tete jo lui ai dunno six 
(l011zaines d, l,outons et quclques li\Tcs de corales qu'il m'a 
dcmamle pour tacher <le satisfaire l'hijka et ll'ohtenir de lui la 
permission de sortir et je lui ai promi • (p1c je m'inten •sseroit pour 
eux anpn'-s d(• t'hi,1ka. You,; \P:)'('7., m011 gL•neral, que les d10ses 
' 1111( a 'Sl'I. bit>11 11m• l,i •nti\t ,i'anrai t011tt• ('l'tte eli'lnl' n·doubtalilt• 
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clans mon pouvoir. Dcmain ou aprcs Priw,lo sent ici aussi. ,J'ai 
dis cepcndant a Hensburg <1u'en cm, que le temps presf-oit <1u'il 
pouvoit laiRser repartir l'rinslo arnc Krieger pour prernlre leur:3 
femmes <1ui sont encore chez Chijka. J >esormais je ne les crains 
plus je vois qu'ils sont cu peine. Les lleux forgerons deserteur,-, 
sont aussi a l3aYiaans ri \'icre, comme ils sout a pic<ls il ne seront 
ici que dans trois ou quatre jours. ,Te rend gr,tce au ciel <le 
m'avoir laisse la force de finir acheve taut hien <1ue mal ma lettre. 
J'espere quc desormais je ponrrai a chaque leltre annonccr (1 uel(1ues 
choses d'agreable a votre Excellence. 

[Enclosure l3 in auuvc.] 

[Tr,uuilation of original.] 

Lctlcrfroin the Boa1'(l of ('on.~istur,1; a,111 some Inlw 1,ita,its of Graa.iJ 
Ecinct to lifAJOR GE1>EHAL DC,DAS. 

I-Io~OUllAilLE Sm,-The under3igued Board of Churchwardens 
and the also undersigned Inh·ibitants of this District beg leaye 
huml,ly to return to Your Excellency their thanks for the Peace 
and Prosperity which we at present enjoy again and "·hich we 
owe, after God, only to the prudent measures pursued by Your 
Excellency, which measures have rescueJ us from the utmost 
danger, in which we were before Your l~xcellency's anival, 
respecting nut only our propm ty but even our live8, an1l place(l 
us again in the utmost Rafety-,-ancl when we consider all this, 
then we feel utterly unahle to arn;wer HO much goodneHs. But as 
Government cannot be i]J(lifferent about the love au<l affection of 
the sul,jccts, we vouch them to prn,sess the same, and we l1eg Your 
Excellency, in particular, will not llis1lain the same. 

\Ve heseech the Lonl will Youdisafe to keep Your Excellency, 
together with the GoYcmor your ,rnrcesHor, in His farnur for the 
benefit of this Country arnl its Inhahitants. He lTOWn yonr steps 
with honour, and make you in the worhl to l'OlTle partake of the 
salvation. \Ye suhscribe oursehcs &e. 

(RignatlmJs omittc l in the tian!:ilation.) 

GRAAFF REINET, March 28th 1800. 
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f Original.] 

Lrtter jl'Dm Sm GEORGE YoxGE to the TIIGIIT IIoNOURA13LE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

JJfost Secret. 
CAPE TowN, April 7, 1800. 

DEAR Sm,-Having done myself the Honor of writing to you by 
several occasions, and yery lately by the Canul, I should not have 
thought It necessary to trouble you again but for a Circumstance 
so very extraordinary that I have felt it my Duty, not to delay a 
moment Communicating It to you, I therefore send this by a 
private Conveyance, but I hope a Safe one by Lisbon. 

The Paper in Question will speak for Itself. It came into my 
Hands, partly from the very usefull & necessary Practice of sending 
all Letters up to government, and partly from some Former 
Circumstances, which led me to the Examination of Its Contents. 
I cannot help however Stating some Observations which have 
occurred to me, upon It, though I doubt not that anything will 
escape your Penetration. 

In the first Place then, It appears to me that all the Canting 
Phrases of Godliness Is (at least among those with whom the 
Secret is lodged) a mere Pretext. I have I hope as much respect 
for Religion as any man, and I am as much a Friend to General 
Toleration as any, But I cannot so far hoodwink my understanding 
as to be led away by any plausible Professions of Piety, or any 
other VirLue, as to be the dupe of any Professions without real 
]foundation, and the System developed in this Paper appears to 
me to make use of lfoligion as a Cloak for very different Objects. 
Certain It is that the Confederacy ls a very powerful and extensive 
one, so much so as in my opinion to be very alarming, for I cannot 
see that It is necessary to make a Monopoly of Religion any mora 
than of Commerce or Dominion, and I think this Society aims at 
a Dominion over more than one Ohject, according to my Ideas, Its 
ol,ject is clearly Commercial, and this can be proved both here and 
every where that they can carry on their Scheme. It may too be 
I>olitical-and I am not without Suspicion that this appears from 
Circumstances as well as the other. Certainly It grasp~ at great 
l'ower, nor \lo I conceive any Confederacy can be more Powerfoll 

• lll. 
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than one that fo connected so extensively as this-and the Writer 
even boasts of It-antl proudly reckons up Its extent-Including 
Berlin, Friesland, Hotterclam, :Frankfort, Saxony, Switzerlarnl, 
especially Zurich and even America, and all J>errma.<iion~, 
Protcstunts, Papists, Luthcruns, Calvinist.~, United in this Con­
fidence, and linked togethcr-l<'or what J~nd 1 }for the Sake of 
Religion? I think the Paper will soon shew that this alo,1t Is not 
the ohject, tho It is the Means and the J>retence. }'or Justance 
"\Ve are making efforts and l!'orrning Unions in every Village in 
England and with astonishing success. In Scotland also we have 
a vast ·Field open, and are preaching there with great success, tho 
we are harrassed by Church opposition. In Ireland too Societie. 
are formed for the same Purpose." What J>urpose 1 Is there no 
Religion in England or Scotland? Is Christianity not cstabfo,hed 
in Great Britain? Whatever the Forms then may be cannot 
these Missionaries bear any Church Government? This then is 
at least the object and not Heligion and Christianity-and Is there 
no Religion nor Christianity in any Village in England but what 
they can find means to teach? This is too gross an absuruiLy lo 
be swallowed. As to Scotland, I heard of their Preaching ,vhen I 
was there-and I learnt from Persons of Credit, not merely from 
the Clergy, that they did much mischief-that whatever their 
Religious Secrets might be, their Political ones were Democratic, 
and the Effect of their Preaching to promote Religion was to prevail 
over the Minus of the deluded J>eoplc to such a Degree as to make 
them do what seemed Impossible-namely to Cease reading the 
Dible and to throw It away as a useless Book, in Uomparison of 
their better Doctrines. Is this l)romoting Heligion or 'hrislianily? 
They prevailed chiefly in }'ifosh.irc antl in the eighbourhood of 
Gla.'3gow. This I learnt myself. 

They arc pushing thcmsehes very much here. They deal 
largely in Earnpcan Goods, which they supply their l'rnselyteH 
wilh to Good J>tojit. Their :Missionaries arc most of them 
l\Icchanicks & Tradesmen, all lltv( ,·, rul Nm; Blacks111ith~, },;hoe­
makcrs, Millers, & such like for the gou<l of the },;ouls of their 
Congregations. l hatl It myself by accident from one of their 
Chief Missionaries that in this rnamwr they dealt lal'!Jd!f in 
Jfunchcstcr Goods, in IJii'ini,i!Jlunn 1rr1rc of all sorts, in 1Voolfr,i 
Goods &c., and that they were possess'(l of great \Y<•alth and of 
Pu,uls that were rquul to "II// U,ull'rlal, itl!f. \Vhat this llo(:rny 
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Bay Ship of 1000 Tons will bring out for them I cant say, but 
they seem to Exult in It as a groat Rntcrprize of a mo t extensive 
nature-much too largo as It strikes me for such an Object as 
the Sandwirh hl11nd.~. I Rhonlcl think this a Pretence arnl that 
some l>urts of I,idin were murh more prohably in View. Indoocl 
I cannot help being much surprised at a ship of 1000 Tons going 
to Botany Bay merely to carry Con \'icts or even Stores for that 
Colony; hut as they will proliably touch l find hrrr, I may 
perhaps ho able to juclge of this, and I shall certainly think it 
my I )uty to inform my elf thoroughly about this. 

I hanlly need Notice tho art with which the Drs. 1risr <l' proper 
Rr]Jort d'.: Jo11rnal, so well drawn up, is applauded-·Was there 
so much Caro & Caution wantecl ? They think so, arnl I have 
seen II nothrr Lrttcr, though I luwc not got it, in which they 
recommend the greatest C'aution, in order to prevent too 11wch 
bcin!J kno1cn, and they speak of 1111:rstmmts, of Rrmittancrs, and 
of Rcsou1w-~ equal to any ndertaking in a manner savouring very 
much of Worldly Wisdom, tho all covcr'd with much apparent 
Sanctity and Zeal for Things that arc not of this World. 

The lat O1.J ervation I. hall make Is the Yanity and Boasting 
with which their success has tempted them to· describe their 
Power, their means tho Extent of their Plans and of tl1eir Con­
federacy; not in the humble Garb of Gospel meekness, but in 
tho stile of artfull, bold, and cnterprizing men whom nothing can 
Varnp1ish, terrify, or defeat-their Hostility to all Church Govern­
ment and oven to Christianity itself, as I have before observed, 
c.·cept in their way and to answer their Purpose. :For no Village, 
no 'ountry Is Christian. tho loug estahfo;he<l as such, unle. s by 
their preaching-and no Part of lfankind has any Religion that 
ls not taught by them. That they, if tltey were r ally pious, 
humble men fillecl with Z(•al, :shouM promote Heligion where It 
was not known might be lamlal,l,} <. <lescrve encouragement., 
But when they lift, up their Pro111l Jieacls and sett at nought all 
R·tahlishecl Furms of \Vorship, and excommunic:tto as It, wcro 
all the worl,l as l>oing in tho Darkness of Irreligion unk s Lhey 
become enli.,hleno<i by them tlwn I think to conclmlc all I have 
to say, I ma; venture to afli;m that some' other Rpirit than that 
of ro]i.,ion.; Zeal animatl' • ,'· In ·1Hn•s thc>m. 

l have <lwe1t longer on thi ~nhjceL than perhaps T neecl. nr 
ought, lint th,· Snhj<·d ]m .. ]pd nw on as I proc·ccll<•<l to Pxprcss 

I ~ 
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my full Sentiments, which I now leave to your much better 
Judgement and Consideration. I have &c. 

(Signed) GEO. YONGE. 

[Enclosures in above.] 

MY DEAR BRETHREN,-1 am unable to convey to you an adequate 
Sense of the impression your Letters & Journal have made upon 
us. The Tears started from our Eyes, & we embraced you 
across the Ocean with a vast increase of fraternal affection, & 
confirmed Confidence that the Lord had sent you to those poor 
Gentiles to make them Obedient, as he had blessed you by the 
way so signally to the most wretched of the Children of Men. 
Go on and the Lord be with you, eagerly shall we expect the 
continuation of your Journals and may they report to us still 
greater Things than these. 

The Holland Letters were immediately dispatched & will give 
great Joy to all the Holy Brethren, a Host of Labourers will I 
hope soon follow you, for this End I drew up a warm Letter to 
the Secretary, which went off with the Letters & packet, & we 
hope to hear shortly that our Calls are beard and answered. I 
have now to gratify abundantly your request to know how we 
go on. The prosperity with which the Lord hath crowned all 
our attempts makes me afraid when I feel how very unworthy 
we are, yet shall he not glorify his own great Name? ]from 
abroad our Correspondencies are all of the most encouraging 
kind. From Berlin, :Friesland, Rotterdam, Frankfort, Switzer­
land, Saxony, all rejoice with us, & urge us to persevere. A 
large Society of Lutheran & Dutch Ministers have assemble<! at 
Zurich, & zealously united in Missionary Labour. Our last 
advices from them already spoke of one ready to go & they able 
to equip him. A universal Spirit of Zeal seems to be awaken'tl 
upon the Continent, & even many Papists called to the knowledge 
of the Truth. We hope great things from united eITorts. Tho 
Dawn seems to be breaking of a Day of Glory, & if the same 
Spirit be kept awake & in tho increasing ratio of activity which 
has been lately seen, there are no Bounds to which we may not 
extend our Hopes. 

As ulessed are the efforts making at Home. t niow; are 

I 

I 

I 
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formed in various places for spreading the Gospel thro every 
Village, and the numbers who are rising to witness for the Truth 
astonish us. These, where had they been? In Scotland a vast 
field is opened. Mr. Hill, J\fr. Barder, & others are there preaching 
with great success, and it may be expected much Church opposi­
tion, but they are not Men to be discoura<red. In Ireland Societies 
are formed for the same purpose, & we have earnest Solicitations 
for preachers. Two are now labouring with great success in the 
province of Ulster, Mr. Cooper, whom you know, & Mr. Richards. 
They are heard with great attention & seriousness by multitudes 
of the Papists as well as others, and their Labours promise great 
increase. We are planning to send others to Dublin, and Hope 
another Year to beat up all the Country and call them from 
their Darkness into the marvellous light of Gospel Truth. 

Our own Society seems strengthened daily & prejudices against 
it vanquished. Success encourages our activity. We are at 
present engaged on a new & vast Mission to the Sandwich Islands 
in a very large Ship intended to carry convicts to Port Jackson, 
of about 1000 Tons, & which we hope will witness less Scenes of 
Distress & like labours of Love & Success as in yours. We are 
filled with encouragement & Consolation by the Reports you have 
made to us. She is called the Royal Admiral, & will not probably 
touch at the Cape. 

I have conveyed to Mr. Lab:obe your Intelligence and rejoice 
at the Steps you are taking and your Honor with the Brethren, 
they are our Elders in Missionary Labour. Dr. Vanderkemp's 
J oumal was read in full assembly. I will not say how wisely 
& properly it was drawn up. My dear friend & associate will 
continue his blessed Labours, they are sure to meet the public 
Rye with approbation. We all felt for the trying times you 
must have experienced, especially the sickness on board, & can­
not but admire & approve your steady & intrepid attentions to 
the sick and the dying, as well as your Labours to the Living. 
In ihe Way of Duty we are safe. Confidence in God is the 
?rcat preservative, go on my dear Brethren strong in the Lord & 
111 the power of his might. 

\Ve rejoice greatly in all your success & favour at the Cape. 
The passports have followed you. The moment we heard they 
were nccc8sury Sir ,Jos. Banks applied for & sent them in the 
most obliging manner. :From him <' Lord Livcryool we continue 
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to receive every assistance we ask, with a promptitude & obliging­
ne:-s wliid1 is highly gratifying. Govemment are fully satisfied 
that the work of the Lord we aie engage<l in cannot but in the 
highest manner ultimately coudnce to 11ational advantage. 

The formation of a Society at the Cape will he highly advan­
tageous, a;; thro them our future mi sionaries & correspondence 
,nll more readily 1,ass to you. ne assured you will all he borne 
on our Hearts, & if you hearcl the prayer offered up for you 
continually, & especially that of the laRt Monday at l\fr. Wel'lley's 
Queen Street Chapel, before we received your letterl'l, you could 
not but have felt the assurance of faith that God was with us 
of a Truth, & was hearing & would answer us. 

l\fy dear Doctor whom I love in the Truth, I wish to speak 
a word of cleep acknowledgement to God for all your mercies, 
& of my joy to hear of, & be thus remembered by you. Shall I 
say how much Delight it will always give me to hear of your 
affairs. I doubt not the Lord will giYe you the wio;dom that is 
profitable to direct, and to your dear young friends the attentions 
due to you, and the fidelity which may give peculiar Energy to 
your united Labours. I have included all, as you are all dear 
to me, and we are all one in Christ J e ·mi. Remember mo to 
l\fr. Vos, my Moravian Brethren, & every Brother which helpeth 
with us & laboureth. 

Yours affectionately, 

lb;vu. Du. VA 'WEl!KEJIP, 
T. IfAwms. 

Cape of GO()(l Hope. 

l\fy DI•:An EDWARDS,-! have Rent thro the lJoctor a common 
Letter. The Hccretary will prohahly write more folly. I thank 
you for yours. It was trnly refre~hing. Five of the Bath Co11-
greaation1 Mr. Grimes & his wife, l\lr. Luffman, l\Ir. I:ci1l

1 
l' 

:Mr. Nixon have been acceptccl as l\fo,~ionarieR for the next 
embarkation. I hope your example will provoke very mauy, 
& your fidelity cditic them. l'ay the childlike sulnni!lRion you 
owe to our Vear 8uperi11te11dc11t, Li\'e in cordial l nion with your 
Brethren, I~e men of One Heart. Let no spirit of disunion l' 
self opinion enter among you. I charge you he watchful o\'er 
your own Spirit, that impatiencl', <li"content, or ~elf exaltation 
may neYer fill(l a harbour in your Heait. Pre. cut rn love to 
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l1rothcr Kicherer & Edmonds, & may the God of Love & peace 
lJe with you. 

Yours affectionately, 

T. lIAWEIS. 
Jul!J 17th liU:>. 

[Original.] 

,1lcmorial of l\fo. H. A. VERMAAK. 

To the Hight Honomble Henry Dundas one of His Majesty's 
Principal Secretaries of State &c. &c. &c. 

The humble Memorial of IIennanus Augustin us V ermaak 
Sheweth 

That your l\femorialist is a Native of the Colony of the Cape 
of Good Hope where he carried on 1.he Business of a General 
Merchant and Commercial Agent previous and subsequent to the 
Capture thereof by the British Forces in the Year 1795. 

Tha.t his Friends and Relations being chiefly resident in Holland 
your Memorialist was in the habit of conesponding therewith, and 
among others with Francis Bremer of Amsterdam and in the 
Month of September last was ordered to attend Henry Fraser Esqr. 
(then Commanding Officer at the Cape in the absence of his 
Excellency Major General Dundas) with his Papers for the 
purpose of being examined as to some suspicions entertained 
again t him, and among your Memorialists r>apers then un­
reservedly delivered up, were found Letters relating principally to 
l\faucrs of private Concern, and also to some I>apers transmitted 
hy the Inlrnbitan1.s of the said Settlement to Holland, for the 
purpose of recreminating upon Mr. Sluysken Governor of the said 
Colony while under the Government of the United States, on 
some circumstances which had passed previous to the Capture 
thereof, in conse<1uence whereof the sai<l Henry Fraser ordered 
Y0 nr l\fomorialist to leavn the said Colony, admitting him to Dail, 
until his Excellency the Governor should order him to be secured 
au([ trietl, or a further Treasonable co1Hlnct, deserve more rigid 
1Ieasures, notwithstarnling whid1 Order, and altlw' your Memo­
rialist 1:,olieitetl and entrealetl the said Henry l◄'ra~er to permit him 
to C<mtinuc in the saitl ~ettlement for three nays longer, within 
Whid1 Time the saiu General l lumlas w,ts expected to return 
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thereto, and who would, as your Memorialist believes, have him­
self investigated the Cause of his Confinement, and rendered 
Justice to your Memorialist, and notwithstanding no further 
Suspicions of Treasonable Conduct were alledged against him, and 
altho' from the Time of his being arrested he was ready and 
desirous to be tried by the Court of Law established at the Cape, 
for his supposed Offence, and which was then sitting for the 
administration of Justice, he was sent on board the Ship Regulus 
without Medical Assistance, and notwithstanding the Certificates 
of the Surgeons of the British Government of the then State of his 
Health, and has been transported to this Country at an Expence 
to himself of more than £350. 

That your Memorialist had the strongest impressions upon his 
Mind in common with the other Native Inhabitants of the Cape, 
of the liberality of the British Government, exemplified by a 
Letter from Sir J. H. Craig bearing date 14th December 1796. 

That your Memorialist never by Act or Deed committed any 
Offence against the British Government of the Cape, nor ever 
attempted to influence the Opinion of others. That the expres­
sions in the Letter which be supposes to have been the cause of 
his being sent to England, under all the hardships to which he 
has refeITed, is a frivolous Act of which he sincerely repents, but 
to which nothing in the Character of Crime can be said to attach. 
That such an Act could neither justify the epithet of Malefactor, 
which is applied to him in Mr. Fraser's Letter nor ought it he 
humbly submits, to have been followed by the treatment to 
which he has heen subjected, with a deprivation of Trial by the 
J uclicature established at the . Cape, a separation from his Wife 
and Children, and all the Severities of Confinement in a long 
Voyage in a Dangerous State of Health, without Medical 
Assistance. 

That your Memorialist is assured that the unfavorahle Suspicions 
entertained of him have originated in the Jealousy and Intrigue 
of some of the N atiYe Inhabitants of the Cape, and from tho 
Absence of General Dundas from Cape Town and his consequent 
incapacity to examine himself into the causes of your Memorialist's 
Imprisonment, otherwise from his known Justice and Humanity 
in the Discharge of his l'ublick Duty, your Momorialist has every 
Uonfidence that he woul<l have received a fair and impartial Trial 
at the Cape, bad :llly been cousiderctl as ucccssary. 
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Your Memorialist therefore humbly solicits your immediate 
and candid consideration of his case, and that you will order 
him to be discharged from the Custody of the Messenger with 
whom he is confined, greatly to the prejudice of his Health, 
which requires Air and Exercise, your Memorialist beina ready 
to give undeniable Security for his Appearance at any Time and 
place to answer any Charge against him, trusting that when the 
Briti h Government is satisfied of his Innocence, which he is 
confident will be the result, he may obtain permission to return 
to his Family and Native Country. 

AT l\ln. LYELLS, RTAFFORD !'LACE, 

10th April 1800. 

(Signed) lIERMANUS AUGUSTINUS VEirnAAK. 

[Copy.] 

Lctlcr from C,U'TAIN D. C,rnrBELL to SIR GEORGE YONGE. 

CAPE TowN, 15th April 1800. 

8m,-A report beina prevalent in this Town for some time 
respecting two small Vessels sent in here with Slaves by the 
Collector l)rivateer as prizes, and condemned as such in the Vice 
A<lmiralty Court, that the said Vessels were captured without 
any Cargo, and sent into Mozambique, where the Slaves were 
purchased and sent on hoard of them for this place : and since 
the nrri val of said privateer it is also reported that the Slaves on 
hmml her were al ·o purchased at Mozambique, and not Prize 
Slaves, as stated ; but conceiving it impossible that any man or 
Rot of men coul<l he so foolhanly as thus to impose on Government 
and tho Vice Admiralty Court, thro' the Virtue of a Letter of 
Mari1ue, I corn~idered it as a scandalous and malicious report, 
until ROlllC of the most respectable British Merchants here 
~nentioned it to me in a manner reflecting on my Character 
lil my public Capacity, to allow a Traffic so perniciou , as they 
stated it, t-0 the fair 'fratler, to pass unnoticed in so ghu-ing a 
:nauner; I therefore thought it my duty to trace the Ueport to 
its Source, an1l found it originated with a Captain Smit, of the 
Danish Ship JJol:;rr Dwrnclu, now lying in the~e Roads, who 
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declares that he was at Mozambiq_ue at the time the small Ve sols 
before mentioned came in there, that they entered the port with 
the usual signal of prizes, that is, the English Colours over the 
:French, but had neither Cargo nor Slaves on board, and that 
therefore the Slaves were purchased there and sent on board for 
this place: to which he and his officers are ready to make oath, 
if req_uired. 

:From which I am concerned to find there ~ppears to be proof 
positive respecting the Slaves in the two small Vr.ssels, and a strong 
presumptive one that those in the privateer Collector were got in 
the same manner ; at all events the imposition respecting the two 
former Vessels being no doubt transacted by, and for the interest 
of, those concerned in the Collector, in my opinion makes the 
whole liable to Confiscation; but this I submit to your Excellency's 
superior Judgment : and I trust that your Excellency will be 
pleased to consider that my Duty alone induces me to make this 
representation, being directed by my Instructions to prevent illicit 
Commerce as much as is in my power, and this appearing to me 
to be a species of that Commerce, equally dangerous and insulting 
to Government, as prejudicial to the fair Trader and Community 
at large, I feel it an obligation due by me to His Majesty, Your 
Excellency and my Country, to lay this statement before your 
Excellency, and beg leave to express the Hope that your Excellency 
will be pleased to direct the Fiscal, as Prosecutor for the Crown, to 
bring the matter to a legal investigation, to whom I have trans­
mitted the particulars. I have &c. 

(Signed) D. CAllIPllELL. 

[ Translation of original.] 

Lrtta froni Comu-:-.DA-:-fT TJ\ \RT YA;-. mm \Vu:r tu 
M.1.JOR Gr-:-:-.EH,\.L lkND.I.S. 

Jio:NOUHABLE Srn,-I again hog leave to report to Your 
Excellency that in this <1uarter every thing is (piiet again, but 
the Bosjesmcn still continue hcrcahonts to Rtcal all(l mnnler. 
:From the q_nartcr of the Gourits Hiver I hear the Hogues have 
stolen at sundry places and some of them have hcen ki1lell, after 
which it is (1uiet again. I have reported everythiug to tho 
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Commissary at Graaff Ileinet. Only we cannot keep our Cattle 
from those Rogues, for should we keep our cattle together and not 
allow them to graze, then all our cattle must die from want of 
pasture and ,vater. The epidemical disease of the Horses is still 
increa. ing. The man who is with me is very desirous to go to 
Cape Town, so I send him with the Papers according to Mr. 
:Uaynier's direction. I was very happy in receiving Your 
Excellency's au wer to my Ueport, and I shall always esteem 
myself bournl to report any important occurrence to Your 
l<~xcelleucy. I remain &c. 

(Signed) TJ.U.RT V.\N DER \VALT, Commandant. 

ClLII'JIANT's Il!v1m, April 16th 1800. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from the \VAR OFFICE to Sm GEORGE YONGE. 

, DOWNING STREET, 28th April 1800. 

Sm,-Your Dispatches of the 12th of January last reached me 
only a few Days ago, and as tbe Vessel by which I have an 
opportunity of writing is no under Dispatch, it is not in my 
power to <lo more than to acknowledge the receipt of them. 

I should however be wanting in candour if I omitted for one 
moment to state to you that the light in which you have repre­
sented the judiciouR, ccconomical and much approved Conduct of 
your Predecessor, has given me the greatest uneasiness, as I have no 
hesitation again to declare to you (what I fre<]_uently attempted . 
to im1>re1ss upon you before your Departure) that any material 
<leviat ion from the System of ..Administration he had Established, 
aIHl particularly any Expenditure of the Public Revenue of the 
Colony (not irnnctioned by the most pressing and evident necessity, 
or hy exprei,s Onlers from Home) which might arise from mwh 
a deviation would certainly be disallowed, and meet with His 
Majpsty's most pointe<l (fo,approhation. I must freely confess to 
you tl1at upon this Rn h,j('C't the Information I ha Ye receiYeu, and 
that "hieh has reached the other Departments of GoYermnent, 
have excited the greatest appr •hen:,ion in my mind that many 
::steps have already been taken, not m1ly in the Ci Yil and Ilevenne 
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Departments, by which great Expence is likely to be incurred, 
new Appointments created, and some which bad been found 
unnecessary revived, but also that a mode of creating Military Pro­
motions has been adopted, for which you could certainly have no 
precedent in the former Government of the Colony, or in any other 
Civil Government, as it is utterly inconsistent with His Majesty's 
Ilegulations, subversive of the Authority of the Commander in 
Chief, and an improper Interference with the Duties of the 
General Officer Commanding at the Cape of Good Hope. 

Having no regular Official Information before me, I must defer 
entering into any more specific Statement until I receive from you 
an Official Report of the Places to which you hwe appointed, of 
the Buildings or other Works, involving an Expence to the Public, 
you have directed to be undertaken, with the Estimate of such 
Expence, of the Alterations you have directed to be made in the 
Civil or Financial Administration, and of the receipt and Expendi­
ture of the Colony since your arrival, and I am the more anxious 
to receive it, as I must fairly own to you the Impressions I am 
now under, are such as lead me to apprehend it will prove 
unsatisfactory to His Majesty's Government. 

[Original.] 

Lcttc,· froni MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS to the nmnT HONOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

0APE OF GooD IIorE, 6th May 1800. 

Srn,-I have been applied to for a Letter to you by some 
Armenian Merchants at this time residing at the Cape the 
Proprietors of the Cargo of the Ship Angelique a Vessel under 
Danish Colours which having been seized while on her passage 
from Madras to Manilla by His Majesty's Ship L'Oucan was 
brought in here as a prize and has been detained for a very 
considerable space of time for the purpose of Judicial 1£xarninaLion 
by the Vice Admiralty Court. 

My want of knowledge respecting all the circumstances which 
have occasioned the detention of the Angelique as well as my 
incompetency of judging in a legal question of this nature would 
have prevented me from complying with tho request of the 
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Armenian Merchants, but as I have had the honor to receive a 
letter from the Governor General in Council at Madras upon the 
subject of the capture of the Angelique, and since from the contents 
of the said letter it appears that the trade carried on by the 
Armenians was with the sanction of the Honbte Company's 
Government in India I am led to think that there is not any 
impropriety in expressing to you my sentiments upon this occasion 
being of opinion that although the case of the Ship Angelique has 
unquestionably been considered by the Court of Vice Admiralty 
here in such a manner as is agreeable to the direction and strict­
ness of Law yet the commercial question which the case invohes 
will prove to be sufficiently important to merit the notice of His 
Majesty's Ministers. 

Under this impression I have taken the liberty of troubling you 
with this letter transmitting at the same time a copy of the one 
addressed to me from the Governor General in Council relative 
to the capture of the Danish Ship Angelique by His Majesty's 
Ship L'Oiscau, to which I have already had the honor to allude. 
I have &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

[ Griginal.] 

LcltCJ' froni CAPTAIN D. CAMPBELL to the RranT HONOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CAPE OF GooD HoPE, 8th May 1800. 

Sm,-Sincc the Departure of the Earl of Macartney from this 
Colony, when I had the honor of writing to you la.st, nothing 
having occuned within my knowledge or line of Duty worthy 
your attention, I have not presumed to intrude on your time; 
hut the following particulars I trust will not be deemed unworthy 
your attention. 

The Earl of Macartney no doubt will have informed you of his 
just and political reasons for preventing as much as possiLle all 
commercial or other Intercourse with the Colony of Mozambique, 
at which the Merchants of this Town, particularly the British, were 
much offended, and shortly after bis Lordship's departure it 
appcarc<l that some of those Gentlemen h::ul not lost sight of a 
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Branch of Commerce which promised so much profit, that is, Tho 
Slave Trade. 

On the ~7th January 1790 the Portuguese Ship .Jo"fJ11im, said 
to be bound to Hio de ,Janeiro with -1-50 l-\laves on hoard, anchored 
in this Bay for Water :md Hefreshments, as statell, and the 
Lieutenant Governor in conRe<iuence of numerous petitions and 
memorials from the Burgher Senate, Court of Judicature, nler­
chant , &c., representing the Distress the Colony labomed urnler 
for want of Slaves, permitted the whole to be landed arnl sold 
here, which gave general , ati. faction. The British l\lerch:mts 
then concemed in those SlaYes were the House of Tennant & 
Trail: they no donut for good reasons admittecl a Mr. l\lichael 
Hogan to a Share ; shortly after this periOll Mr. Hogan fitted out 
from this Bay a private Brig of \Var callPd the Cofltctor, com­
manded by a ::\fr. David Smart, who sailed about the beginning 
of March 1799 to cruize, as statecl, ag,1inst the Enemy about 
Madagascar, the :French Islands, and the adjacent ~eas. Un the 
10th ... ovember following a Schooner called La Rol!c with fifty-six 
Mozambi<iue Slaves on boanl, saicl to Le captu1ecl from the :French 
by the Collector, arriYed here. On the 25th Decem her another 
small Vessel called the Afric/1, ·with twenty-five Slaves of the 
same nation, anchored here, al o said to be captured by the 
Collrrtvr from the French: the whole were condemned as prize 
by the Vice Admiralty Court. On the 11th February the Cullrctur 
arrived with about two hundred ancl fifty l\fozambirpw ~laves on 
board, said to be taken out of a French Ship she droYe on ,;Jwre 
on the Coast of Madagascar, ,1 hich Slaves were abo condemne(l 
by the Vice Admiralty Court as l:rnfnl prize, arnl on the 1 fith 1 Ito. 
they were landed for Sale, when I thought it a Duty iHcnmbent on 
me in my pul.Jlic Capaeity to state lo Hi;; Excellencv the Co, ernor 
such information as I hacl received r•·pectiug tlwse.Sla,e·, a Copy 
whereof I ha,e the honor to trau ·mit with this. llis E cl'IIC'lll'Y 
in consequence directed the Fi eal tu enter into a legul imc ·ticra­
tion of the matter, which eommem·ecl the Uith Ito. hy a '0111111ilteP 
of the Court of J ustiee, to examine E, iclenee, ,l11ieh eon( i nuccl 
sitting until the 21st, by whieh time I clearly 1n·o,·cd hy the 
omcers and Crew of the C'o{frctor itself, all<l by the regular Log 
Book of the Vessel, that the Slan•s on the two irn1all \' e el 
I,11 Ro. c llll(l Afri('((, as stake[ by the l );rnes, ,n•re pttrc•h:i <'d hy 
the ('mnrnancler of the l'11/l1dur \Ir. Srnart, at l\fozaml,iqnl', and 

 

 



Ilccu/'ds of chc Cape Culo11y . 

. nat the Collector had sailed from thence to the TiiYer Quilimane 
:m the Coast of 1\fozambi,1ne, where her Commander not only 
purchase,l the Cargo of 8laves imported in her here, but also 
assisU'<l in pnltiug the Cargo of Slaves on hoard the Jua1Jui111, 
which arri rnd at this port a few days after the Collector. The 
Court have confiscated the whole of the Slaves in consequence, 
which were on board the Collector, La Rose, and .Africrr; but 
Mr. Hogan having endc:woured to prove to the Court that he was 
not priYy to or acquainted ,vith the Conduct of the Commander 
of the Collector Mr. Smart, ,Yl10, he stated, ha,l throughout 
informed him that the Slaves "·ere prize, they remitted him the 
customary fine of three times the Value. 

How the Court of ..Admiralty could have been so grossly imposed 
upon in all this transaction is surprizing; the report stated in my 
Letter being so public in the Town, that I never thought it could 
possibly escape the knowledge of the Court until I found the 
8laves in the Collector were absolutely condemned as lawful I>rize, 
and landed, when I determined that so glaring and pernicious a 
Traffic should not pass unnoticed; and I trust the Consequences 
have been such as will for eYer prevent any future attempts at 
such an illicit Commerce, which will answer every view I had in 
my representation qf the Subject to His Excellency the Governor, 
and which I trust will meet your support and approbation. 

I write the Earl of Macartney on this Subject, his Lordship 
being acquainted with the rerso~ concerned, and other circum­
stances. I therefore l>eg leave to refer you for any further par­
ticulars to His Lordship. I have &c. 

(Signe<l) D. C.DIPBELL. 

I 0l'igiual. I 
J>rimlr Lilla Jro,n 1\f.\,10,i (;E~nm.\L DUNDAS lo 

\Vi LLI.rn lIL'SKrssox, E::;QumE. 

CAPE OF Goon lIOI'E, 10/h J'Jf(ly 1800. 

Ih:.\1t IltJRKIS. o:..,-~houl<l the 1ctters which I haYe recently 
written haw r ',l<'hell E11.,larnl their contents have given what will 
he deeme<l I hop<• my share of in formation respecting the public 
c011c1•r11 • of till' < 'ap1• :uul as nothing e traordinary ha8 0CCU1T1•,l 
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lately relative to our affairs which have remained in the tranquil 
state in which I hoped and indeed ventured to predict their con­
tinuance it is my intention in writing to you at present to confine 
myself within narrow bounds. 

I have the satisfaction to say that appearances at this time are 
such as promise no interruption of our repose but to enable you to 
comprehend the actual situation of things in that part of the 
Colony lately so much disturbed I shall transmit for your perusal 
a copy of the latest Report which has been received from the 
District of Graaff Reinet together with a translation of a Dutch 
address to me from some of the Farmers dwelling in the distant 
country from which last you will perceive that the spirit of 
J acobinism is a little on the decline: This propensity is not I 
believe easily subdued but I have used my best endeavours for 
rendering it less prevalent here arrogating to myself no other 
merit for any exertions of mine on that score than what is due for 
the fatigue I underwent while directing the measures which have 
contributed to that end and by means of which the Peace of the 
country with I think an increasing confidence in our Government 
have been established. 

Although I am concerned at being obliged to mention the 
existence of a difference between Sir Geo. Yonge and me yet I 
hope that I have reason to rejoice in the discussions which have 
taken place in consequence of it since every misunderstanding has 
been removed and all pernicious and frivolous disputes upon points 
of military or public dnty for the future precluded. 

The truth has been that such was the giddy and offensive 
conduct of some young Gentlemen whose influence is perhaps 
too great at the Government house and such the interruption or 
disgust to which day after day I found myself exposed as made it 
no longer possible the submitting with good humour consequently 
I have been absolutely compelled to bring matters to an explana­
tion with our Governor, I have great pleasure however in reporting 
to you that contrariety of sentiment no longer exists but as men in 
situations similar to mine are liable to meet with misrepresentation 
I mean to send you by the present opportunity a copy of corres­
pondence betwixt Sir Geo. Yonge and me upon the forementioned 
subject of the military jurisdiction leaving it with you to com­
municate to Mr. Dundas the particulars of it moreover placing my 
reliance upon your friendship in taking the trouhle to assur(\ 
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Mr. Dundas of my firm determination to preserve at any rate 
harmony and concord which I conceive to be essential and which 
it is my duty to maintain for the honour and advantage of His 
Majesty's service. 

I beg that you will Lelieve that I am &c. 

( igned) 

[Euclosure A.] 

LCopy.] 

FRAXCIS Duxrus. 

Letter from LIEUTEX.L "r S~IYTH to UAPT,\.IN Tuc KEH. 

RoYDEBOSCil, April 8th 1 00. 

Sm,-I am directed by Major General Dundas to inform you 
that it having been reported to him by Brigadier General 
Vandeleur that an order was given hy you for the march of 
the Cavalry from tickland without the previous knowledge of 
the Major General and contrary to the rules of the sen·ice, the 
Major General requests that you will inform him through me if 
you were authorized so to do. I am &c. 

[Enclosure B.] 

[Copy.] 

J. C. SlrYTII, A.D.C. 

Letter Jro1n CAPTAIN TUCKER to LIEUTENANT Sl!YTII. 

GovEnY,IEYT HocsE, April 8th I 00. 

Srn,-In reply to your letter which I have this moment received 
I request you will inform Major General Dunda.c; that no order 
has brrn i8.~ucrl by me for the march of the Cavalry from , tick­
land, nncl that I was sent hy His Excellency the Commander in 
Chief to enquire of Brig. General Vandeleur whether the l\Iangers 
could he removed from Rticklancl without subjecting the Cavalry 
there to inconvenience, as in that case he should make the 
necesRary arrangement with the l\Iajor <leucml for removing 
them. 

lam extremely conccnH•<l that the mistake shoul<l ltaYc 01•rmT1•1l 
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and must further request you to assure the Major General that I 
should not have acted contrary to the rules of the Service or 
without due authority. I have &c. 

(Signed) Jorn, G. P. TUCKER, Aid de Camp. 

[Enclosure O.] 

l Copy.] 

Lrllcr from, BRIGADIER GENERAL V ANDELEUR to 
LIEUTENANT SMYTH. 

CAPE TowN, April 0th I 00. 

Rm,-I send you por the Bearer the inclosures which I rccein:d 
late last night at Stickland, and am sorry to observe that Captain 
Tucker must either have forgot the message he deliverud me 
on tho 7th instant or his ideas of au order must be very different 
from mine. I beg you will inform Major General Dundas that 
nothing would hurt mo more than that any disagreement shoultl 
happen from a misconception of mine; at the same time I must 
(in my own vindication) observe that Captain Tucker exprcflsed 
himself to me nearly in the following words: General Va 1uld111 r I 
a,n romc f ro,n the Governor to injun,i yo 11, that it is his i1tt1 ntio,i tu 
have all the l,[angcrs bruuyht into Trnm fru,n Stickla,ul, he tltmfure 
di:sircs y011 will remove the Dra!J001ts at present there citha to the 
Oape or some one of your cantu,immls u·hiclwcrr may be fuu11d most 
convenient. Not One Syllable of General Dumlas was meutionell 
until I asked Captain Tucker whether the General ,rns made 
acquainted with the intended mo,ement. l shall make no com­
ment upon this business myself I.mt will leave it to the Major 
General to judge how for I have been correct in construing 
Captain Tucker's message into an Oruer. I am &c. 

(Signeu) T. l'. YANI>ELIWH, Brier. G1•ul. 
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[Enclosure D.] 

[Copy.] 

Private Letter froni 1fAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS to 
IR GEORGE YONGE. 

1:n 

10th April 1800. 

DEAR Sm,-I think it my duty to submit the enclosed papers 
for Your Excellency's perusal, and as I am now convinced that 
under the presont mi conception relative to the Military juri dic­
tion here His Majesty',1 Sen ice cannot be carried on it has appeared 
to me indispensably necessary to issue an Order this day sta,ting 
that the former customs are to be adhered to as established during 
the Administration of Your Excellency's predecessor. 

Your Excellency having concurred with me in opinion that no 
alteration respecting the Military regulations of the Garrison will 
take place it would be superfluous the troubling you any further 
upon this subject. It is also unnecessary for me to add that so far 
as my professional duty will permit I am at all times ready and 
willing to second your wishes and to comply with your commands. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) FRANClS DUNDAS. 

[Enclosnre E.] 

[Copy.] 

Gcnc1·al Order by MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS. 

CAPE Towi,, 10th .April 1800. 

It has become necoRsary for Major General Dundas to com­
municate in General Orders that no alteration has taken place 
at tho Cape with respect to the Military Regulations or forms 
which have been established for His Majesty's Troops in this 
Settlement; conser1uently all Military Orders and Instruction:; 
will he given as has heen u ual l,y the Major General or during 
his absence by tho Brigadier General or the Senior Otticer on the 
8pot who will continue to receive the commands of Hi Ex­
cellency the Governor in the usual manner:-

• 'uch particulars of His Excellency's wishes as relate to the 
Guards and Corps in Cape Town through the Town Major and 
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those respecting the Troops in General or at the Out rosts from 
His Excellency himself as was the practice of His Excellency the 
Ji:arl of Macartney, and since the military arrangements which 
were matle during the able, upright, antl prudent administration 
of His Lordship have been fully approved and confirmed at home, 
those arrangements with respect to the Military Departments at 
the Cape cannot be repealed or altered until such time as an 
order for that purpose shall be received from His Royal Highness 
the Duke of York, the Commander in Chief. 

l Enclosure F.] 

[Copy.] 

J>rivatr Letter from Rm UEOHGR YOXGE to MAJOR GEXEH.\T, 

DUNDAS. 
CAI'E TowN, April 10tl, 1800. 

DEAR Srn,--I am this moment honore(l with your letter of this 
day's <late an<l nothing can equal my surprise at the contents of 
it, excepting my concern that you i.hould have gone the length of 
issuing any Order till you had received from me the explanation 
which tho papers you have sent me must have convinced you was 
necessary and still more that you be so entirely convinced of the 
existence of a misconception respecting military jurisdiction which 
does not exist at all. 

My Aid de Camp seems to me (by the relation gi,·en hy 
n. General Vandeleur) to have mistaken my i<lea though it (loes 
not appear to me to be a mistake of the nature describcc!. 

With regard to the Point of the Escort it is nee(lll'ss to say 
anything, liecause I suppose you must recollect I wrote to you 
myself and desired you ,rnuld give the orders aliout it, and yon 
wrote me word you hatl done so. 

With regard to the liusiness of the Mangers which it is hardly 
worth while to state it has nothing of a military nature in it. l t 
was reported to me by the Ilarmck Master General that he called 
at Stickland and found the whole in a state of uilapiclation, hut 
that the Mangers were seniceahle, and it might save timo arnl 
expense if some of them at least might lie removed to aceommoclate 
the Carnlry intended to be iu Cape Town. It occurred to me as 
very desirable if it conl<l be (lune ,ritlwnt inconrcnicnce, lmt that 
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I doubted if the mangers were removed, which might not be yet 
proper, and therefore I directed Captain Tucker to consult General 
Vandeleur what inconvenience might arise to the Troops at 
Stickland if the Mangers were to be revoved, and his opinion 
liein!:( that what appeared to be wanted might be removed without 
the Cavalry at Stickland being inconvenienced or their being at 
all removed, since there would be still sufficient for the Troops 
there. 

U pcm this I signified my consent to the remoYal of such of the 
Mangers as could be spared. 

Having thus fully stated the transaction I have only again to 
lament that you were not willing first to receive some account of 
it from me, instead of issuing an Order which I know not yet the 
nature of, but which there does not appear to me to have been 
any occasion for. I have &c. 

(Signed) 

[Enclosure G.] 

[Copy.] 

GEO. YONGE. 

Private Letter frorn MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS to 
Sm GEORGE YONGE. 

11th April 1800. 

DEAR Srn,-There is a part of the contents of Your Ex­
cellency's letter of yesterday to which it appears requisite to 
me to return an answer. 

The circumstances Your Excellency has mentioned of the 
Escort respecting which you did me the honor of writing to me 
a few 1lays ago has had no relation whatever with the subsequent 
transaction of an onler given to the Cavalry by Captain Tucker 
without my knowledge and of which I have reason to complain 
nor is it necessary to observe that in consequence of your com­
mands the Detocluncnt was forthwith ordered to attend l\fr. Barnard 
at Stickland, and since the Secretru.y has not made any represen­
tation to the contrary I take for grantecl the Order sent to the 
I >ragoons has been duly complied with. 

Feeling the greatest personal regard for Your Excellency no one 
ca~i more thoroughly lament the e.·istence of a cause creating any 
ruisundcrntanding between Your Excellen,cy and me; however I 
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beg your permission to state that having been appointed to com­
mand His Majesty's Troops at the Cape by His Royal Highness 
the Duke of York who has been formally notified Commander in 
Chief it will be impossible for me to relinquish my authority 
without his knowledge and acquiescence and as for the present I 
must endeavour to perform the task assigned me in such a manner 
as my professional duty seems to me to require, Your Excellency 
will pardon the suggestions which it may be incumbent on me to 
offer with a view to that end. 

I have hitherto contented myself with silently considering the 
good or bad effects which the military arrangements made without 
my participation since Your Excellency's arrival have a tendency 
to promote, from which circumstance I hope not to have forfeited 
a claim to your indulgence to make should it become necessary 
hereafter an Exposition of my sentiments which I have reason to 
think upon Military subjects is expected from me. 

Your Excellency's amiable character and disposition ensure 
towards you my perfect estimation, but the asserting the honor 
and privileges of my profession I consider an obligation the 
performance of which at all hazards cannot be dispensed with. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) :FHANCIS DUNDAS, 

lEnclosurc II.J 

lUopy.] 

Letter from Sm GEORGE YONGE to MAJOR G1rnmtAL DUNDAS. 

CAPE TOWN, .April 11th 1800. 

Sm,-I am this moment favoured with your letter of this day's 
date just after I had scaled a letter I inlende<l Lo be sent you arnl 
it is become more necessary to send it you on account of the 
contents of your last which gives me the greatest concern, and I 
must once again entreat you srriou8l!J to consider the lmsiness 
before that misunderstanding takes place which you seem to state 
as unavoiclahlc, though I confess I still am at a loss to conceive 
the reason of it and I am very unwilling indeed to suppose there 
should he an inclination without the reason. I still more wish 
you to consider whether if there appears to you to he any grounds 
for n mi. u11clcrstancli11g they are not such as mny be removed 
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rather than insisted on, and that you would rather agree with me 
in endeavouring to remove them, if they exist, than prefer there 
heing any misunderstanding between us on that account. I am 
as yet so utterly at a loss to account for the existence of any 
ground whatever for complaint being perfectly ignorant of what 
you allude to that I can only advert to what you now state namely 
the business of Captain Tucker, and certain military arrangements 
said to he made since my arrival without your participation, and 
on these two only points which have been mentioned I will now 
briefly state the fact. 

:First, as to Captain Tucker's business, if there was really any 
Order given for removing the Horses from Stickland which to this 
moment is more than I have any certain knowledge of, it was 
evidently a mistake of Captain Tucker's, and here you will give 
me leave to say that one moment's consideration would have 
convinced you it was so, and I should have thought that the first 
thing to have been done would have been to have ascertained 
where the mistake lay. For it appears from the papers you sent 
me that Captain Tucker assured you no orders 1rhatcvcr had been 
girnn for the removal in question which is indeed the truth. On 
the other hand General Vandeleur's letter implied that he under­
stood by Captain Tucker that it was my wish they should be 
removed. There then was eviclently a mistake somewhere. \Vould 
it not have been right to have been sure where the mistake lay? 
\Vould it not have been right to have participated with me to 
know from myself which was right before you came to any 
Opinion upon the suhject? More especially as you knew so 
very lately that in the business of the Escort I had prefe1Ted 
communicating with you on the subject to giving any orders 
myself about it; so that it was on the Face of it most likely 
I should not have preforre<.l taking any other method on this 
occasion, and this is the relation I alluded to between this 
lnrniness and the other because it was evident there was some­
thing which required explanation which you might easily have 
obtainecl, arnl why this was not done I to this hour cannot tell. 
I am very sure I would have (lone so, if I had known anything 
of the matter, hut I know nothing of it so far from having any 
part in the lnrniness and to this hour know nothing of it lmL what 
you have told me. 

8o much for thi fact stated to be a Ground of Misunder-
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standing, the other starnls exactly the same. For I have to this 
moment to learn what Military arrangements I have made. For I 
do protest I don't know I ham made any at all since my arrival, 
nor have I even thought of making any. On the Contrary I have 
c.,prcs8l!f referred every thing of the sort to you. It remains 
therefore to state what is meant by all this, for I protest I have 
not the lea t recollection of any thiug of the sort, and here again 
give me leave to say that this misconception is again a proof there 
must be some mistake, and certainly unintentional on my part 
ince I do not know what this means, and here again I earne tly 

beg you will rather prefer trying whether any thing of the sort 
which appears to be a groun<l. of dissatisfaction may not be of a 
nature that may be removed rather than taken up as an unavoi<l.­
able ground of complaint, an<l. I will once more entreat you to 
prefer this mode to any other. If not I shall lament it, but in 
that case the misunderstanding will not be of my chusiug. 

With regard to your opinion about your appointment to 
command the Troops here by the Duke of York, I imagine it 
would have been the same if Lord Amherst or any other 
Comman<l.er in Chief ha<l. appointed you. And I do assure you 
that had you been appointed to that command by myself which 
was possible, and would have been had it been a little sooner, I 
should by no means consider such an appointment to command 
the Troops as an independent appointment, nor as superseding the 
8upreme Power vested in the Governor as Captain General and 
Commander in Chief by the King's Commission, nor can any 
Military man I think be of that opinion. 

I will now only trouble you with one word more having I hope 
clearly gone through the Topics stated hy you as grounds of 
complaint; when there is a disposition to complain there is no 
uch thing as preventing it. Th • cleare,;t e. p1anatiu11 a1Hl the 

strongest wish to avoid it woul1l lie in vain. ·when there is no 
di ·position to complain whil'h I hope is the case the di en ion of 
the limits and extent of extreme Hights and Ulaims always docs 
mi$chief, aml defeats the best intentions to avoid it. I do 
therefore earnestly persist in entreating your wlni attention to my 
other letter, and again I implore your avoiding any such endless 
all(l useless discus:,ions. They are perfectly unnecessary. I am 
desirous tu participate with yon uu all Military Amu1gem •nt,:i 
whatcrnr, I m:ithe1 haYc uo1 cYCr htul a11y other Idea, and nothing 
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, hall make me <lo otherwise but the being oulige<l to it, an<l even 
tlten I shall rcgarJ the lrning obliged to do what will then be 
ncce;;sary as the greatest misfortune. Do you entertain the same 
(!isposition? I will be bound to say all grounds of misunder­
standing will then disappear, or be easily removed. You are 
pleased to advert to the amiableness, as you are pleased to call it, 
of my (lisposition. If so is th.is not a pledge to you that there can 
be no necessity for any misunder ·tall(ling between us, and on my 
~i<le at least I will venture to say that from that very disposition 
you may be sure there will be no inclination in me to create any. 
<:ive me the arne pledge on your part, and there will be an end of 
all this di agreeable business. It concerns the welfare of the 
Colony therefore it concerns us both to do so. On me at least will 
11ot rest the consequence of what may follow, for from me shall 
not commence any misunderstanding whatever. Let me hope the 
same from you. I have &c. 

(Signed) 

[Enclosure I.] 

(Copy.J 

GEO. YONGE. 

Lcttrt f1·om Sm GEORGE Yoxm; to MAJOR GEXERAL DUNDAS. 

GoYEn:s11ENT IIoi:sE, CAm TowN, 11th April 1800. 

8rn,-It is with the greatest concern that I :find myself again 
cumpell •d very umvillingl • to renew the discussion which I have 
l'lo much wished to avoid; but after I had returned an answer to 
your letll'r or yesterday I became at last informed of the contents 
of the Onler you had bt·en plea. e<l to publish; and if I was 
urprise<l at the contents of your letter judae what I must feel at 

1. 0 

real rng that Order. ~ Tor ean I conceive how you could ever have 
liecn induced to publish such a thing at all without any reason 
whateYer assigned r existing for it; i;till less can I conceive how 
you could have been brought to <lo this without my knowledge 
ai1<l without COJHlescendiu,, to iJJfonn me eYen of y·our intention to 
I . 0 

1 0 it. The Mischief of such a l'nblication to the Renice is 
evidcut. The distraction it must occasion in the minds of the 
people ancl its tcndcnl'y to di turb the peace of the Colony are 
such evil· thitl it i uecomc rny July Lo rc~i:;l the cffocts of it if 
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possible, and I think it proper to acquaint you that I shall 
consider it incumbent upon me to take such measures as appear to 
me most likely to prevent these fatal effects. 

But, Sir, allow the firm sentiments of real friendship and 
esteem, and in performance of my promise pledged to our friend 
Mr. Dundas before I left England, as well as from an anxious 
desire for the good of the service to endeavour to calm these 
ebullitions to prevent that cclat which is always the consequence 
& which must follow if these things are persevered in. To hold 
publickly out to the Colony that the Customs of the service are 
broke in upon, and that the established rules of the service are not 
adhered to, or that material alterations are made with respect to 
Military jurisdiction under my administration is as little applicable 
to me as it is applicable to such an assertion, and I will venture 
to leave it to yourself to determine how strongly I assured you 
lately of not intending such a thing, and how entirely I wished to 
repose myself in your care for everything concerning the service ; 
and I can call you as my witnes3 to prove how entirely I have 
done so. But when not content with this an appeal is made 
without my knowledge against supposed innovations, and the 
authority vested in me by the Commission I hold under the King 
is either held up as a thing not to be regarded or at least to Le 
limited within bounds not prescribed by that Commission nor by 
any competent authority, then it becomes my official duty to 
endeavour in the first place to prevent the mischief to the public 
which must arise from such an attempt and in the next place to 
support the King's authority as it is entrusted to me, which is thus 
attempted to be denied, and such steps as appear to me to be 
necessary for that purpose I certainly shall take. 

But allow me now Sir to entreat you calmly to consider the sad 
effects of all this, what has led to all this I cannot guess. The 
foolish l>usiness alluded to in the papers you sent me which was 
the first information I hatl of the matter, I was given to understand 
as being as little worthy of notice to you as it appeared to me to 
be. Whoever have advised you to think otherwise were in my 
opinion neither wise advisers nor kiml ones to you, nor friends to 
the Service which alone suffers in these Contests. Let me entreat 
you to forbear these Contests. Let us have no other but who 
shall best scnc the publick. In such a contest I will with 
pleasure be foremost and yield to no man. In every other sort I 
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have been :m<l will be the last to begin or continue it. Who or 
what has begun this contest? No ground, no fact is assigned, but 
a vague assertion, a proof of more inclination for a contest than 
necessity. All this woul<l signify little, <lid not the publick 
Service suffer by it. I would most willingly make any sacrifice 
for the public good that my duty will warrant. Do you do the 
same, and let this contest end. Let this foolish Business rest 
here. I entreat this I assure you more for your sake and the 
publick than my own. For I am not to learn my duty or how to 
do it; but the Country will be endangered in its peace if these 
matters are not composed. If not I can assume to myself the 
having no disposition to engage in such matters, and here Sir you 
will allow me to appeal to the whole Army, and to assert that for 
twelve years that I had the Command of the Army I never 
experienced any such discussions or sort of altercations with any 
Oificer whatever as I have experienced here during a few months; 
and it is my pride that upon quitting that situation It was 
accompanied with the genuine regret of the Service, most un­
equivocably honorably and disinterestedly testified for a long time 
after, and never mor~ than from all with whom I ha<l happened to 
have occasion to have Military transactions, and whom I chanced 
to meet with last year in Scotland. ·whence then does this arise ? 
Can it arise from me'? You can best tell the cause of it for I am 
sure I cannot. Your situation and mine Sir in a Military point of 
view is neither new nor is it sinrrular or uncommon. It is the 

0 

same in all the Governments in the l'lantations as well as in 
Ireland, and must ever be so from the nature of the thing. In all 
these to my knowledge whenever (as it is every where there) the 
Oovernor has a Commission as I have (for they arc all alike) as 
Captain General and Commander in Chief, the Lieutenant 
C:ovcrnor who generally commands the forces under him, ashore, 
never thinks of disputing with the Commander in Chief, but 
constantly repairs to him, discusses with him all l\filitary 
arrangements, and then ii:;sucs all :Military orders, which in 
general go through such General Officer, except in very extra­
ordinary caF<rn,. "\Vhy should it not he so hero; why could not you 
Sir favour me with such communications as you think proper and 
then issue such Orders as arc necessary in the proper form l I 
he1il'YC I may Ray you know we i;ball not clisngrce, ancl you may 
rltpmHl on my c:oucurrcme ,\ ith yum ~cutimcnb.; to the utmost of 

.. 
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my power. I haYe shewn you this disposition uniformly, I wish to 
do so still. Why should we not continue to do so? Why gratify 
those who from whatever motive wish to sow disunion and 
discord ? For my own part I wish the service too well not 
to do the utmost, not to make even this effort to prevent such an 
evil. Allow me to say also that I wish you too well not to wish 
this; and I will own to you that these are the motives which have 
led me to trouble you with this letter; and I shall be happy if I 
prevail in spite of any machinations in convincing you of the 
friendship and esteem as well as anxious desire for the good of the 
service, which has impelled me to make this one strong effort to 
put an end to this contest. If I do not succeed I have at least 
done my duty, I have fulfilled my promise, and I will venture to 
leave it to your justice to admit the sincerity of the sentiments I 
have expressed, which will at least continue to be my satisfaction 
even if I should finally have nothing left but to do my duty, 
which I must do if compelled to it, in a way as painful to me, as 
it may be, I fear, disagreeable to you. But I hope and trust that 
upon reflexion you will join with me in rendering every thing of 
this sort unnecessary which will give the greatest satisfaction to 
me whatever disappointment it may be to others who may wish 
this not to take place. I have &c. 

(Signed) 

[Enclosme J.] 

[Copy.] 

GEO. YONGE, 

Prii·atc Letter froni MAJOR GENERAL DUND.\S to 
Sm UEOHGE YONGE. 

RONDEBO en, ,1pril 12th I '00. 

Defore I enter upon the subject of the two letters of ye tcnlay's 
do.to, which Y om· E.·cellency has done me the honor Lo write to 
me I must premise that I am no less concerne<l than Your Ex­
cellency appears to be at the unfortunate discussion which has 
taken place between us, nor was iL (I must assert) without infinite 
regret that I fournl myself under the necessity of ii;suing a 
Military Order the tenor of which has not met Your Exrn1leney's 
approbation. 
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I perfectly concur in opinion with you that any misunder­
standing or even an Idea to that effect being prevalent in the 
Colony may occasion infinite mischief; consequently my duty to 
tho public and His Majesty's Service require every sacrifice on my 
part in order to do away any such pernicious impression & I shall 
be willing and ready to submit to any thing consistent with 
propriety Your Excellency may propose for the attainment of this 
very desirable end. 

My Sentiments of friendship & esteem for Your Excellency are 
no less powerful and sincere than those you have vouchsafed to 
express for me, and Your Excellency will allow me to take the 
liberty to mention what is my unfeigned opinion that provided 
Your Excellency shall determine to communicate upon all points 
of military service directly with myself rather than through the 
agency of others, it is almost impossible any difference should arise 
between us upon that subject, so as thereby to impede the public 
service or interrupt that harmony so essentially necessary at the 
present crisis for the welfare and prosperity of His Majesty's 
Government of a lately conquered country in this remote quarter 
of the Globe. 

Your Excellency has been pleased to say that no innovations 
have taken place with respect to the Military arrangements of this 
Colony arn.l to intimate that no faots have been produced to 
warrant a difference in opinion regarding them therefore I must 
take the liberty in my own justification to recal to Your Ex­
cellency's remembrance such things as have taken place since 
your arrival here, whieh it was not my intention to notice, leaving 
the approval or disapproval of them to His Majesty or His 
Ministers, who will ultimately judge of their propriety and 
expediency. 

The particulars to which I allude comprehend almost every 
military Htep which has heen taken by Your Excellency, but I 
will enmuerate the moro striking and prominent features of 
them. 

The appointment of an Officer to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel, 
another to that of Captain, aud one or two more to that of Sub­
altem Uommissions ; the appointment of a lhrrack Master General 
with assistants of various descriptions with all the attendant 
Contingencies of Expence, likewise the measure Your Excellency 
has adopted of ordering to he charged to the ()uarLer Master 
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General the amount of some articles paid during my aclministra• 
tion many months before your ani val out of the Colonial Treas my 
(without paying me even the compliment to say that, it was your 
intention so to do) whereby certain Contingent Expcn,:.es of the 
Expedition to Graaff Heinet must be defrayed hy the }:xtm­
ordinaries of the Army from home instead of by the Colony to 
which surely they more justly beloug; and if added tu these 
circumstances it was found that any one of the Young (len1.lemen 
who have attended Your }:xcellency from Europe had shewn a 
tendency to give orders and directions ad libit111n to the .Army 
upon more than one occasion in Your Excellency's name without 
taking the trouble to regulate his conduct by the practice of the 
service or a respect to his Superiors Your Excellency cannot 
wonder if a man such as a General Officer of His :Majesty's 
Service who has passed his life in the duties antl an.·ieties of his 
profession, should have conceived that it was necessary to assert 
the honor of that profession, and his own authority invaded in 
such a manner as would in a ·hort time have affected the 
Discipline and subor<lination of the Army under his command 
from which he coul<l no longer expect obedience and respect, 
rendering him at the same time contemptible. 

I must repeat that so anxious am I to put an encl to any 
appearance of a dispute with Your J<:xcellency, and to coincicle on 
all points of Public Dut,y that, there is no effort I would not make, 
no sacrifice to which I would not submit, and no pains I woulcl 
not take to accomplish this purpose, but until such time as I am 
satisfied that I shall be able hereafter to cany on my duty without 
meeting interruption or disgust, it will be impos1-1ihlc for me to 
suggest any mode of removing the unhappy misuml •rstancling or 
obtaining an accommodation with Your Excelleney upon this 
occasion. 

Your Excellency has cleclare<l that you are apprehensive that 
the steps you intend to take will prove disagreeable to mo but I 
must confess I know not what can take place to render the 
discussion more unsatisfactory than it has alre:Hiy h •en. 

The letter which Your .Excellency has condescended to write to 
me in your own hand is couched in terms of such lih rality all(l 
politeness that I must reiterate once more the very favorable 
sentiments I entertain fur Your Excellency's 11erso11 mul 
chamcll'r. 
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Were it necessaryLto trouble Your Excellency with a reply to 
evory minute circumstance contained in your letters before 
mentioned, I might state to you the difference between the 
situation of His Royal Highness the Duke of York aml the late 
Lord Amherst; the one being appointed Commander in Chief by a 
Commission under the Great Seal, the other having been merely 
the Senior Officer and a General on the Staff under His Majesty's 
own immediate directions with a limited and partial authority. 

As you have intimated a suspicion that by the machinations of 
others my conduct has been influenced, I am entitled to assure 
Your Excellency that I have lived long enough to have learnt how 
to guard against any such attempts and the necessity of not 
seeking advice, which generally ends in bad counsel, and if I have 
erred in the discharge of my duty upon any occasion my motives 
have been pure even when my measures have been such as not to 
meet Your Excellency's approbation. 

I will concludo by saying that I am and ever have been at all 
times ready to discuss with Your Excellency by waiting upon you 
in person or otherwise as you think proper Military subjects 
having a full sense- of the superiority of your Rank and situation 
here, and I must add that though you have hinted an inclination 
shewn by me to commence an ill grounded contest, yet during the 
administration of Your Excellency's predecessors this unworthy 
charge was never made against me, nor this supposed propensity 
ever shewn. 

I am ashamed thus long to have occupied Your Excellency's 
attention, nernrthelm;s let me crave one moment longer in order to 
suggest that should it be unhappily found impossible to adjust the 
present difference respecting the Military forms to be observed 
here that a reference upon the subject be made home allowing the 
Customs of the Garrison to continue in force instead of making 
any violent attempts to bring the matter in any other mode to 
conclusion. I Leg Your Excellency will Lelieve that I remain 
with the greatest respect &c. 

(Signed) :FRANCIS DUNilAS. 
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[Enclosure K.] 

[Copy.] 

Letter from Sm GEoRm; YoxGE to MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS. 

CAPE TOWN, April 13th 1800. 

Sm,-I am honored with your letter of yesterday's date, and 
you may be assured that I am disposed to meet you halfway in 
endeavouring to effect an amicable termination of the business it 
relates to, nor can I describe the satisfaction I feel at learning 
from you the sentiments you now express and which I have . 
earnestly wished for and I rejoice in the hope of effecting an 
object so essential to the public welfare. 

It is therefore only to shorten the business that I now proceed 
to touch Point by Point on the grounds now stated for the first 
time as the prominent features of what has made you conceive you 
had any reason to complain, but hefore I do this allow me to say 
what I think you will not deny that if I chose to complain (which 
I do not) I have myself at least this ground of complaint, that all 
the matters now brought forward took place some of them before 
your return from the Interior and all of them a long time ago as I 
conceive and yet you never harn had the goodness to say anything 
about them not even for the purpose of an explanation though you 
never could have doubted for a moment of my listening to any­
thing coming from you with all possible attention, suffering all 
these matters to remain in your mind; this is a circumstance 
which has proved mischievous, and it is so unnatural a thing that 
you ·will excuse my saying that I cannot help almost thinking 
that those matters have not always been viewed hy you in the 
light they now seem to be, because I think you arc too just in 
that case not to have stated them then, as you find it right to do 
so now. 

:First then as to the appointment of an Officer to be Li •utenant 
Colonel by which I presume you allude to Lt. Col. Cockburn. To 
this though I conceive Government to be the proper judge of this 
measure I will just say that I did it in the idea of a Brevet rank 
attached to the appointment of Barrack Master C1eneral, which I 
conceive to be perfectly regular, though I will just atlcl that as to 
him personally it is nothing for he is probably by this time a 
Lieutenant Colonel without Brevet. 
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As to the appointment itself of the Barra.ck Office the whole 
service called for it, and the happy effects of it to the Soldiery are 
already evident and prove how much it was wanted nor can it 1 
think be possible for any Body to be of a different opinion; and I 
confess I wish much to hear any objection to it. But this too 
rests with Government at home, and here it is necessary to state 
that as I was the first that established the Barrack Office at home 
I am able to explain to you that the Office though attached to the 
Service of Troops is of a Civil nature and is attached to the Civil 
branch of the War Office subject to the Treasury, and that the 
establishment was settled by me with Mr. Pitt that the assistant 
officers of the Department are not only Military but also Civil 
persons and so are all the inferior Deputy Barrack Masters though 
I did myself and Mr. ·wyndham still does prefer persons who 
either are on half pay or have been in the service, and partly 
because their knowledge of the rules of the Service is useful in the 
discharge of their duty. This therefore is not a Military appoint­
ment and therefore as I conceive does not come under the descrip­
tion you give of thr; military steps that were to be complained of. 

This is also the case with the next point, namely the transferring 
certain Military expenses from one account to the other which is 
certainly not a Military matter, but !\_S you here complain that you 
did not hear anything of it from me, I will briefly state the reason, 
though as to the measure itself fully competent to judge of it. 
Hut it so happened, :First, that you were absent and your Return 
uncertain. Next that Mr. Ross was going to England and the 
aeeounts were about to be closed; but there was another Reason 
why the mentioning it to you did not appear necessary, namely 
that on consulting Mr. Ross about it, and desiring to know if there 
Would he any official inconvenience or objection to such a measure, 
he aHsurecl me there would be none at all-That on the contrary I 
Was 1>erfeetly right so to do, and it "·as perfectly well understood, 
that whatever Charges respecting Military ~ervices had been paid 
out of the Colonial Funds were to be reaarded only as advances 
~nade hy those Funds to lie repaid ]Jy ~be Military Fund, and 
lllcleed othcrwi ·e there woulcl be a :Fallacy in the accounts, and the 
whole of the Military Expenses would never properly appear. 
~:an this be reckoned an'-'lhin•T like reflectincr on your Conduct? flt J b b 

e 1_iayments you had ordered were irrevocably paid and no 
question eouhl arise about them, and as far as relates to any such 

Ill L 
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orders, therefore it must be a matter of indifference, and for the 
rest the persons most conversant in these matters concurrecl in 
opinion that though (and it will always happen) Military Charges 
may in the first instance come on the Colonial funds yet they could 
only be considered as advances made by those funds for the public 
Service to be repaid in the manner I have described when the 
accounts came to be closed and settled, and this I trust is a 
sufficient explanation of this point. 

I come now to the next which indeed I should have come to 
before, I mean the appointment of c<:1rtain Subaltern Officers to 
certain Commissions by which I presume you mean the re­
commendation to the commissions on the vacancies which then 
existed, and of the propriety of these Government will be judge, yet 
I will say, First that they were unavoidably sent home at that time, 
because the Returns were obliged to be sent and the vacancies 
reported by the Packet which was then about to sail. Next that 
you were then up the Country and not likely to return. Not­
withstanding which I did communicate by letter those recom­
mendations, and my Reasons for them, and that your answer 
expressed no dissatisfaction at all upon them. ay that I wrote 
twice to you on the subject, that I kept the Packet ten days, which 
till the last moment, and till you at last wrote me word you 
desired it might wait no longer, and that you had nothing further 
to say nor to send. 

I come now to the next point, namely the misconduct of one of 
my suite. To which Business I have been till this moment a 
stranger, and upon which I will only say that I cannot conceive 
by what rule of Justice this can apply personally to me. Therefore 
I shall merely say that whenever this happened, if I had known 
it, or you had been pleasecl to let me know it, this would have 
saved you the trouble of stating it now. It will certainly become 
the person concerned to vindicate himself, and I tako for grantecl 
he will desire leave to do so. You will therefore be plcasccl to 
state the instance or instances of misconduct, and how they arc of 
a military nature if they are so. 

Having now gone through what has been the most disagreeable 
part of what I thought it incumbent on me to say, It remains for 
me to say what is the most pleasing, and to declare to you that 
both my natural disposition aml my duty lead me to assure you I 
am ready to meet you halfway in cousidcring of the l1cst means of 

Ii 
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putting an end to this business, rejoicing to perceive my efforts to 
produce this disposition in you have not been ineffectual, and I 
shall Le glad to see you any day to discuss the matter and the 
sooner the better. 

You are pleased now to state not only your disposition to do this 
but have suggested one means of effecting it namely that I should 
determine to communicate as much as possible on all military 
matters with you alone, without the intervention of any other. 
To this in the first I fully assent, and I have only to observe that 
I have ever done so and wiihed to do so, of course I can have no 
objection to the doing so still. 

This indeed is the leading measure which secures all the rest, 
and therefore as this is all that you suggest at present I will at 
once act upon this principle as a proof of my readiness to adopt it, 
and communi:)ate to you at once what appears to me necessary to 
settle this Business . 

• }'irst as you wish me to communicate with yourself alone on all 
military matters, that in return you will yourself do the same to 
me. The want of your observing this rule which you now 
recommend has been the cause of all this mischief. For allow me to 
say if you had observed this you would never have issued such a 
General Order without my knowledge. I am unwilling to dwell 
llluch on this Order, because I wish an end to the business, and to 
put a slop to the distraction of the public mind occasioned by it. 
Jlut jmit allow me to ask you for a moment to change places and 
fairly Lo say what you would have done before this time had I been 
in your place and issued such an order and you had been in my 
place ? I will say no more. I wish you to consider it. I wish 
you to sucrgest what may be done, which must any rate be pre­
vented. The Order cannot stand as it is, means must be found to 
corrPct its tendency. I will consider coolly myself how this may 
he effected, and we will discuss it together. I cannot say more to 
shew my friendly disposition. But something 11wst be done. 

The next thing I would propose to agree upon is that no General 
Ol'i!ers be issued in future without my knowledge. This is I 
Leheve consistent with the invariable rule of the Service and 
the practice of my predecessors. But at any rate it is essential to 

11 that good understanding which I am happy you now wish and 
1ec01nmend. 

This is all that occurs to me at present, the rest will he a sub­
L 2 
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ject of discussion when we meet, and I will conclude with saying 
that the sooner we meet for the purpose of this discussion the 
better, you have only to name your day. 

I have troubled you with a long letter but as it may tend to 
shorten our conference it will not I hope be regarded as mere 
trouble or loss of time. I will add no more but hope you arc 
convinced of what I should be sorry if you ever doubted namely 
the unfeigned regard with which I have &c. 

(Signed) GEO. YONGE. 

[Enclosure L.] 

[Copy.] 

Letter from CAPTAIN TUCKER to MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS. 

GOVERNMENT HousE, April 13th 1800. 

Srn,-1 am extremely concerned to find by your letter to His 
Exce Heney the Governor and Commander in Chief, and subsequent 
declaration that my conduct bad occasioned your Order of the 10th 
Instant. I must beg leave in the first place to declare to you that 
I have too high a regard for military discipline & subordination 
ever to be intentionally wanting in Military Etiquette, and secondly 
to request that you will be pleased to order a Court Martial to 
assemble to investigate my conduct as the charges against me 
appear of a very serious nature. I have &c. 

(Signed) JonN G. I>. Turnrnu. 

[Enclosure M.] , 

L Copy.] 

Letter frorn LIEUTENANT 8~IYTII to CAPTAIN TUCKER. 

Ro:rnmoscn, April Hth 1800. 

Srn,- I am directed by Major General Dundas in reply to your 
note of this morning to inform you that as he docs not consider 
you as an Officer of the Garrison under his command it is not in 
his power to comply with your request by ordering a general Court 
Martial to investigate your conduct. 

I 
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Tho Major General desires me to acknowledge that he stated 
in a private letter to His Excellency the Governor & likewise 
in a conficlential interview this morning your incliscretion upon 
a late occasion ancl it must rest with His Excellency to determine 
the degree of criminality attached to it. I am &c. 

(Signed) J. C. SMYTH, A.D.C. 

[Enclosure N.] 

[Copy.] 

Letter froni CAPTAIN TUCKER to Sm GEORGE YONGE. 

CAPE TowN, CAPE OF GOOD lloPE, April 15th 1800. 

Sm,-I beg leave to inform Your Excellency that in conse­
quence of Major General Dunclas's declaration that the Order 
issued by him on the 10th Instant was solely levelled at me 
as well as the impeachment contained in his letter to Your 
Excellency of disrespect to my superior Officers, I addressed a 
letter to the Majbr General expressive of my extreme concern 
at an accusation so foreign to my principles of Discipline, Sub­
ordination and Military Etiquette, & so destructive to my Character 
as a Military Man, and requested hat he woulcl be pleased to 
or<ler a Court Martial to assemble in order to investigate my 
conduct to which I have received the reply which I do myself 
the honor to enclose for Your Excellency's perusal, and request 
that Your Excellency will be pleased to cause such investigation 
to be made into this affair as may appear most proper to rescue 
my Character from the Stigma such an empeachment may publicly 
occasion. I have, &c. 

(Signed) 

L Enclosure O.J 
[Copy.] 

JOUNG. P. TUCKER. 

Letter from Sm GEORGE YOliGE to MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS. 

CArE 'l'owN, April 15th 1800. 

Sin,-ny tho enclosed letter from Captain Tucker I find he 
has applied to you for a Court Martial on his conduct, and by 
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your answer which he has sent me it appears to you that he 
cannot be so tried, and you leave me to judge of the Criminality 
of his conduct. 

This conduct as represented to me by you certainly appears 
criminal and ought to be investigated, nor as he is on the Military 
Staff does any difficulty occur to the doing it. But it will not 
be possible to do so till a proper and clear specification of the 
Offence is delivered in which it must rest with you to furnish if 
you think it should be proceeded on, anJ it is due to him that 
it should be so as he demands it, I have &c. 

(Signed) GEO. YONGE. 

[Enclosure P.] 

[Copy.] 

General Orders by Ilis Excellency the Governor and Commander 
in Chief. 

CAPE TOWN, 15th April 1800. 

Since the issuing the General Order of the 10th of April It 
has been fully explainerl to His Excellency the Governor & 
Commander in Chief that the object of it was to eonect certain 
Instances of Neglect of the Rules of the Service and of Disrespect 
to Superior Officers. But as for want of sufficient communication 
the same may not have been propedy understood, and doubts 
may have arisen as to the real object, and it is become necessary 
to prevent such inconvenience in future, and it is hereby ordered 
by His Excellency the Governor & Commander in Chief that 
whenever any General Orders (excepting such as relate to tho 
ordinary routine of duty and such military matters as have been 
usual) are directed to be issued, not proceeding from His Ex­
cellency himself, the Adjutant General or other proper Offieer 
to whom it belongs shall lay the same before His Excellency 
previous to their being issued or published, and His Excellency 
thinks proper to signify His displeasure at all instances of neglect 
of the Rules of the Service, or of disrespect to Superior Officers, 
and his determination is to punish the same whenever they can 
be properly investigated and proved. 
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[Original.] 

Letter fro1n Sm GEORGE YONGE to the RIGHT HONOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

151 

GOVERNMENT HousE, CAPE Tow:ir, May 12, 1800. 

Sm,-I avail myself of the Opportunity of Major Davies, one 
of Lord Mornington's Aid de Camps who is going to England 
with Dispatches, His Ship having been forced into Simon's Bay 
by Stress of Weather, to send you this Dispatch and to acquaint 
you that every thing remains peaceable and flourishing here. 
N othiug new has occuned since my last, except that I have 
availed myself of the settled and quiet State of the Country, and 
have just now ordered the State Prisoners which have been so 
long confined in the Castle, to be prosecuted for High Treason 
and Lry'd by the Criminal Court of Justice here according to the 
Laws of their Country, A mode of proceeding which I have thought 
preferable to the Exercise of any Authority vested in Government, 
as being more cEmsonant both to the Forms and Principles of 
Public Justice. 

There are twenty Prisoners to be try'd most of them notorious 
Offenders, persevering in their Practices, though frequently par­
doned, and at length taken with Arms in their Hands. Their 
l>rocess is begun, and from the nature of Legal Proceedings must 
last for some time, as there is such a Number of them to be try'd. 
It will be an arduous Business but I have every Relyance on the 
Zeal and Abilities of the Fiscal. I have now only to express 
the great Comfort with which we have at last received the un­
doubted Intelligence by the Arrival of the Sumt Castle having 
on hoard the 22 of Foot and by two Whalers which are just 
arrived, of the long wished for Convoy for this Place being not 
only set out but p-robably at this moment approached very near 
to us. They were left by the Whalers at St. Jago on the 21st 
March. The Convoy had been dispersed by a Gale of Wind off 
Cape FinistcITe, hut were rendezvous'd again partly at St. Jago 
and partly at Madeira, and were to proceed from thence directly 
to this l)lace, so that we may expect their arrival about the End 
of this Mouth at farthest. Every preparation is making to receive 
thmn and I will venture to say that the establishment of the 
Harrack Oilice, and the accommodations already compleated at 
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the Barracks will not only produce the greatest Comforts imagine­
able to the Troops on their Arrival, but probably save the lives 
of many of them. Indeed the Soldiery already here begin Lo feel 
very sensibly the good effects of the Institution, and I conceive 
these effects will be much more sensibly felt by the Troops 
arriving after a long and tedious Sea Voyage, nor will any Uarc 
be wanting for their Health and Preservation on their Arrival. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) GEO. YONGE. 

P.S. It is just now reported to me that the Troops on board 
the Surat Castle are arrived very sickly, several having died 
owing to an unparalleled Neglect of the common Rules and 
attention to Health and Cleanliness during the Voyage the Ship 
itself ill found & worse equipped. She parted with the Convoy 
in the Chops of the Channel, and never saw them afterwards. 

[Original.] 

Private Letter from Sm GEORGE YONGE to the RIGHT HONOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CAPE TowN, GOVERNMENT HOUSE, May 12th 1800. 

DEAR Srn,-It is with very great Concern that I find myself 
obliged to trouble you with the enclosed papers, and to acquaint 
you that I have been forced to suspend Mr. Jessup from his 
Office of Chief Searcher of the Customs at this place, as not fit 
to hold that, or any other Situation under Government in this 
Colony: having by his Conduct rendered this measure unavoid­
able and fulfill'd the Prophecy of Lord Macartney, that his 
Virtues would one day or other meet with their Heward, I 
believe Lord Macartney will remember the expression, and the 
occasion. I have granted him Permission to go to England to 
vindicate himself If he chuses it, or to remain here to await the 
Decision of Government, I do not yet know which he will 
chuse. 

I have also been obliged to send out of the Colony two other 
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Persons his Ai<lers and Abettors, of whom besides their share 
in this Business all I know is that the one, Mr. l\fosse, as I am 
informed is a Man of Genius many ways, Having at first been 
and still being . an Irish Clergyman. with a LiYing there, and it 
is said also a Roman Oatholick and a Priest, but having rather 
too strong a Taste for Horse Racing, and other expensive Amuse~ 
ments, was obliged to quit Ireland, and thought it advisable a]so 
to come here, where he met again with the De]ight of the Turf, 
but at, the same time found out a Livelihood by becoming Keeper 
of a Coffee House, and Billiard Table, then having got appointed 
a Clerk in the Secretary's Office, He at last took to the Profession 
of the Law, in which he has ever since practiced in the Admiralty 
Court, where I am sorry to say there is a very great want of 
able Counsel, But it seems all these means of Livelyhood have 
not been adequate to his Expences, for I understand now, that 
on settling his Accounts previous to his Departure, He appears 
to be not worth £5 in the World. He came here I believe with­
out a Pass. 

The other Gentleman's Share in the Transaction will appear in 
the enclosed Papers. I know very little of him. He too has 
practiced here as a Lawyer in the Admiralty Court. I perceive 
by His Pass that Government chose to take Security ·for his 
Conduct. Those who know any thing of him here, do not speak 
very favorably of him, and a Person to whom He was recommended 
has refused to see him. If what has been reported to me con­
cerning him is true I believe he has practiced as a Lawyer in 
:England, but has also been conversant with the Corresponding 
Society and that of Chalk Farm. 

This is all I know of these Gentlemen, and I have now only to 
say that it is utterly impossible that any of these should be allowed 
any more to be in this Colony. 

I have to add, that I have thought it proper not to fill up the 
Office of Chief Searcher but directed a Person to act pro Tcmporc 
without any appointment, leaYing it to tho Treasury to fill up the 
Vacancy, and I have only to hope that a Person of Character and 
Experience will be sent out to fill tho Office, which is of some 
Importance to the Revenue. I know of Nobody here equal to the 
Situation. I hope I may now be allowed to conclude with 
expressing a wish that some little attention may be pai<l to tho 
grantin0" of Passes to Persons desirincr to come here and that some 

"' ' 
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account may be sent with them of their Characters and Situation. 
Some Passes come from the Duke of Portlands Office, some from 
yours, Nobody knows how they are obtained, and no account is 
received of the grounds on which they are granted. Of good and 
industrious Inhabitants we cannot have too many. Of Idle and 
unprincipled ones we cannot have too few. I have &c., 

(Signed) 

[Enclosure 1 in the above.] 

fCopy.] 

GEO. YONGE. 

To IIis Excellency MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS in the name of His 
Britannic Majesty Governor of the Cctpc of Good Hope and 
its Dependencies, &c., &c., &c. 

Your Memorialists Samuel Traugot Grnttner and Henry Horne­
man, Supercargoes of the Danish Ship Christianns Scptim11s, 
Humbly shew That In the Month of May 1798 the Danish Srup 
Christianus Scptimus arrived in Simon's Bay from Batavia, and 
from the damages she had received at Sea and her excessive leaky 
state (having had between five and six feet water in her hold) she 
has been found irrcpairable at this Port, and altogether incapable 
of being sent to Sea; soon after her arrival she was seized upon hy 
the Squadron of Ships under the Command of Admiral Sir Hugh 
Christian then lying in Simon's Bay, & has been proceeded against 
here in the Vice Admiralty Court. After the cause had been 
eleven months before that Court the Ship and a considerable part; 
of the Cargo has been decreed Restoration, and the rest of the 
Cargo put off for further proof. :From the original Damage the 
Ship has received and the great quantity of Cargo (being Sugar and 
Coffee) that must have been lost and :melted away, there would 
have been a necessity for selling the Cargo and the Ship, and there 
being now a great part of the Cargo reserved in the Vice Admiralty 
Court twelve months for further Proof, the Cargo being in its 
nature perishable, and so much of it already damaged, there is 
now no alternative left us but either tho loss of the Property or the 
Permission of this Government to sell it for Exportation to 
Denmark, the place of its original Destination. 

your Mcmorialists therefore request that Your Excellency will 
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grant leave to sell and transship that part of this Ship's Cargo 
which has been restored by the Vice Admiralty Court. 

CAPE OF GOOD IIOPE, 2f!th May, 1799. 

(Signed) 

[Enclosure 2 in the above.] 

[Copy.l 

s. T. GRUTTNER, 

H. HORNEMAN. 

Letter frorn MR. JonN PRINGLE to MAJOR GENERAL 

DUNDAS, 

Srn,-I have received the Letter you did me the Honour to 
transmit to me Yesterday, enclosing a Memorial from the Supra 
Cargoes of the Danish Ship Christianus Septi11ius, wherein they 
state the Circumstances under which she has so long been detained 
in the Vice Admiralty Court, the perishable nature of the Cargo, 
and that the Hull is condemned as not being seaworthy, therefore 
praying Permission to sell the Cargo that has been restored by a 
Decree of the Court, for Exportation to Denmark, its Original 
Destination. 

My Opinion which you require on the above Case is, that the 
I>rnyer of the Petitioners may be complied with, under proper 
security that the Articles sold shall be exported bona fide to 
l)enmurk. I have &c. 

(Signed) JOHN PUINGLE, 
Agent to the Hon. E. I. Company. 

OAl'E 'l'OWN, 18t Julle, 1799. 

L Enclosure 3 in the above.] 

fCopy.] 

Letter frorn DEPUTY SECRETARY Hoss to JonN HOOKE GREENE, 

EsQ., Collector of the C1tslums, an1l A. MA..'CWELL, EsQ., 
Coniptrollcr of C1tsto11is. 

CASTLE OF GOOD HOPE, 5th June 1799. 

(h;KTLE~rnN,-I have it in command from His Honor the 
Lieutenant Governor to communicate to you that the Super 
('argues of tlie Danish Rhip Chl'iotianus S1pti1,w1> have applied for 
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permission to hold a public Sale of that part of the Cargo which 
has been decreed in the Vice Admiralty Court to be restored, 
chiefly consisting of Sugar and Coffee, as you will more particularly 
see by the enclosed Memorial from the said Super Cargoes; which 
after perusal you may please to return to this Office. I am to add 
that His Honor the Lieut. Governor grants the prayer of the 
Memorialists, upon Condition that good and sufficient security 
shall be given for the actual exportation to Denmark of such part 
of the Cargo of the Christianus Scptinms as shall be sold, and you 
are referred to the Super Cargoes and to their Agent Mr. Tennant 
for further information upon this subject. I am &c. 

(Signed) 

[Enclosure 4 in the above.] 

[Copy.] 

H. Ross. 

ExtractfP01n the Day Book of the Secretary's Office. 

J1me 12th 1799.-The Super Cargoes of the Danish Ship 
Christianits Scptinms having represented that a part of that Ship's 
Cargo, chiefly consisting of Sugar, Coffee, and Arrack had been 
released from detention by the Admiralty Court, but that the 
perishable state of a great part of these goods renderetl it necessary 
to hold a public Sale thereof on account of the Underwriters; and 
they engage that the whole shall be immediately traushipped to 
the original place of its destination, or sold for re- exportation. 
These Super Cargoes pray that as there never was an intention of 
importing this Cargo, and that distress now compels their being 
taken out of the Christianus Scptirnits, that the transfer may not 
be liable to import or export duty, as these Goods will already be 
liable to a duty of 5 per cent on the public sale. ln consequence 
of their Memorial, His Honor the Lieut. Governor desired the 
parties applying and the Collector of Customs this day to meet 
him in the Secretary's office; when after hearing the parties it was 
determined from the particular situation of these Goods, that such 
part of them as was sold and transhippcd should not be liable to 
import duty, but that such parts as arc landed must pay duty, and 
Security be given for re-exportation. 
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[Enclosure 5 in the above.] 

Letter froni MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS to the Oollccto1· and the 
Comptroller of the Customs. 

CASTLE OF Goon HOPE, 13th June 1799. 

GENTLE:MEN,-The Super Cargoes of the Danish Ship Ghristianus 
Septimns having represented that a part of that Ship's Cargo, 
chiefly consisting of Sugar, Coffee, and Arrack, had been released 
from detention by the Vice Admiralty Court; and that the 
Perishable State of a great part of those Goods rendered it 
necessary immediately to holrl a public Sale thereof; I have 
permitted them to hold the Sale upon the following conditions. 
That the whole of the afore stated property shall be publicly Sold 
for exportation to the place of its original destination ; and that 
such part thereof as shall be transhipped from the Ghristian11s 
Scptimus to such Vessel as shall proceed therewith to the place of 
its original Destination shall, agreeable to the prayer of the Super 
Cargoes, not be subject to any import or export duty; but if any 
part thereof shall pe landed, such Goods shall be liable to pay 
duty, and security shall be given that they shall be re-exported 
hereafter. 

The particular circumstances under which the above stated goods 
have been obliged to be transferred fro1:n the Ghristianus Slptinws, 
and which have been explained to you, have induced me to exempt 
them from duty (other than that of the l>ublic Sale), but as I have 
in this instance acted according to apparent equity, without precise 
information of the determination of the law upon this case, I am 
to desire that it may not be considered a precedent for the future 
should similar applications ever occur again, before which time I 
hope you will obtain more precise information of the Regulations 
of Cnstoms in such Cases. I am &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

[Enclosure G in the above.l 

Letter from Mu. ALEXANDER Tm,NANT to MAJOR GENEHAL 
DL'XllAR. 

CAI'E TowN, 10171 July 1799. 

~IH,-[n conse(pience of Permission from (lovernment the 
greate:-il Part ol' the l"l'Hlore<l Cnrgn of !h(' ~hip C'lwi8tio1ws 
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Septimus has been sold, agreeable to the Re.gulations that have 
been prescribed; and application has been made to the Collector 
of His Majesty's Customs to tranship a part thereof; he however 
insists on a Bond being given, not only for what is t.o be landed, 
but likewise for what is transshipped, contrary to the express 
meaning of your last Instructions to him on this subject. 

I therefore request that Your Excellency will desire that your 
last Orders may be complied with, and that a Bond may be 
required only for those Goods which may be landed. I have &c. 

(Signed) .ALEXANDER TENNANT, .Agent. 

[Enclosure 7 in the above.] 

[Copy.] 

Extract from tke Day Book of tke Secretary's Ojfke. 

13 July 1799.-.A Letter having this day been received from 
Mr. Alexander Tennant Agent for the Danish Ship Ghristianus 
Septimus stating that the Collector of His Majesty's Customs has 
insisted on a Bond being given for that part of the Cargo of the 
said Ship which has been sold and transhipped contrary to the 
Instructions given to that effect, the Collector was sent for and it 
having appeared that there was no grounded reason for the 
demanding of the Bond Mr. Tennant was allowed to tranship the 
Goods without giving a Bond. 

[Enclosure 8 in the above. J 
[Copy.] 

Letter from MESSRS. GRU1'TNER AND lIORNEMAN to 
SIR GEORGE YONGE. 

CAPB or Goo» Hon, 11th Februar, 1800. 

Srn,-The Danish Ship Christianus Septimus put into this 
Port in the Month of June 1798 in a very leaky state on her 
I>assage from Batavia to Copenhagen. Immediately on her 
Arrival here she was seized by a squadron of His Britannic 
Majesty's ships under the Command of Admiral Christian and 
brought to Tryal before the Vice Admiralty Court of this Colony. 
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On the 3rd of May last a very considerable part of her Cargo was 
restored and has been uy the Order of Government sold for Ex­
portation to Denmark only. On the 9th January 1800 the 
remainder of her Cargo was restored to the Claimants. 

As the Ship on her first Arrival here was by survey found not 
seaworthy and irrepairable at this place we were obliged to apply 
to this Government for leave to sell the part of the Cargo which 
was first restored. And we are now for the same reason obliged 
to Pray your Excellency leave to sell the remainder of the Cargo 
hy Public Vendue. And as the peculiarly severe loss sustained 
by being nearly Two Years detained in an Innocent Cause by His 
Majesty's Ships of War induced His Excellency General Dundas 
to remit the Duty on that part of the same Cargo which has 
already been sold for Exportation, We humbly hope that your 
Excellency will extend this llemission to the part of the Cargo 
which is still to be sold for Exportation, and whatever part thereof 
there may be found Damaged and sold for Consumption subjected 
to the usual Duty. 

The Cargo chiefly consisting of Perishable Articles, Sugar & 
Coffee, the greatest ' loss is owing to long Detention, and as the 
Government receives 3½ per cent on the Public Sale we consider it 
a very great hardship to pay 10 per cent Duty and notwithstanding 
restricted to Exportation only. We therefore request that your 
Excellency will be pleased to allow that part of the Cargo which 
must be sold and transhipped without Landing for Exportation to 
pay no Duty and that part which is Damaged and privileged salt: 
for Colonial Consumption pay the usual Duty. We have &c. 

(Signed.) s. T. GIWTTXER, 

II. Homrn1ux. 

LEnclosurc !) in the above.] 

[Copy.] 

Letter froni MESSRS. \V ,\LKER AXD PJ~Tlms to 
Sm GEonGR Yo~GE. 

CAPE TowN, 17th April 1800. 

Sm,-\Ve have the Honor to represent to Your Excellency that 
we lately purchased for exportation to Great Britain Three 
Huwlrc1l arnl Nixty-seven Bags of Java Coffee & One Case Gum 

 

 



lGO Records of the Ocipe Colony. 

Benjamin part of the cargo of the ship Ohristianns Scptim11s in 
Simons Town, detained & proceeded against in the Vice Admiralty 
Court as prize; & have shipt the same on board the ship Young 
Nicholas ready to sail for England accordingly, also three cases 
Bandannoes part of the cargo of the American ship Pacific 
captured by the French & recaptured by a squadron of His 
Majesty's ships of War. 

We beg leave further to represent to your Excellency that 
conceiving a certificate from the Court of Vice Admiralty neces­
sary to show that the goods in question had been so proceeded 
against as prize, we made application for such Certificate to the 
Judge of that Court who in reply informed us he did not consider 
himself authorised to grant any such certificate. 

Wherefore we humbly pray that Your Excellency may be 
pleased to grant us permission to have the said goods relanded 
from on board the Young Nicholas in Table Bay & for the present 
put under the King's Locks, to be exported or disposed of here­
after as Your Excellency may think proper. We hrwe &c. 

(Signed) 

[Enclosure 10 in the above.] 

[Copy.] 

ALEX. WALKER, 
J OIIN PETERS. 

Letter frorn Mn. BLAKE to MESSRS. w ALKER AND l>ETERS. 

GOVERNll!ENT }lot;BE, CAPE TOWN, 17th April 1800. 

GENTLE~1EN,-I am commanded to acquaint you, in answer to 
your memorial of this date, that His Excell 'ncy the Governor and 
Commander in Chief has no objection to your relancling the three 
hundred and sixty-seven ]hgs of Coffee and one Case of Gum 
Benjamin, together with three Cases of Hanclannoes and three 
Casks of Tamarinds, shipped on hoard the Yo11ng Nicholas, 
provided the same be put under the King's Locks untill Jiis 
Excellency's further pleasure is signified thereupon, as stated in 
your said memorial. I am &c. 

(Signed) IlICIIAUD DLAKE, Private Sec. 

I 
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[Enclosure 11 in the al>oYe.J 

[Copy.] 

Ltltcr fro1n Mu. Ih:xm." ,JE::;sup to AI>VOCATE PETER MossE. 

Hil 

CAl'E OF Goon lioPE, April IGth 1~00. 

The Rhip Young Xicholas partly laden with goods the growth of 
llata\ia, purchased in this Colony, out of the J>anish Ship Uhri8ti­
u 1111s S1pli111 us, for Exportation to England, now lies in this Bay, 
waiting a fair w-ind to sail. 

Jlenry James Jessup, Chief Searcher of His Maje,;ty's Customs 
in this Colony, rer1uests the Opinion and A(lvice of ~fr. l\fo~se :-

1st. ·whether it be lawful to import from Batavia into this 
Colony, Lo sell in it for exportation to England, or to Export hence 
to England, such goods as are aborn mentioned. 

2nd. Is there any Law, or is His Excellency the Governor's late 
Proclamation of the 3rd of lfouruary last, adequate to legalize such 
Sale and Exportatiou as is auove mentioned. 

:{r.I. ·what means do you aclvize l\fr. Jessup to resort to, to 
bring said goods to adjudication if you should l.Je of Opinion that 
said 8ale and Exportation l.Je illegal. 

(Signed) 

fEnclosure 12 in the ahove.] 

f Copy.J 

IL ,J. JESSUP. 

R1ply of ,\nvouArn l\fossE tu :Mn. JESSUP 

~\ 111iwer to tho First Question. ~ ~ o go01ls, wares 01 Merchandize, 
tl1e gro\,th or l\1anufacture of tho Countries to tho K1stw:ml of tho 
('ape of (:nod Hope, ean bu importo(l into tl1is ~oltlmm•nt or the 
Tonitorit•s ,uul dupe11do1l('ios lht'reuf, exe •pt by the lfoitrnl ('om­
]>a11y of ..\l1·n:ha11ts tradi11•• to tho East lndie,, or "·ith tlwir li1·1·w,e, 
e CL•pL such as are takon arnl eized as l'rizo. Xo Good~, "\Varos 
or ).Iureha11dizo, tho growth or M:urnfactme of tho Countries to tho 
East wan! of I he Cape of Good Hope, c1u1 Jiu Jl(~l'mittod Lo ho sol<l 
in this Colony or c.xporlorl the11<•0 to Creat Britain or a11y of it:, 
dt•p(i11cle1wi1•s, 1•xeq1t for BL•n Stor •; 011 ly ;-or if ru,11lcm ,1ctl as 

11 I. ~I 
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prize, by sentence of a Court of Vice Admiralty, provi<le<l a 
Certificate from and under the Hand arnl Seal of the ,Tmlge of the 
Court in which such goods shall have been condemned shall he 
1>roduccd to the Collector &c. &c. certifying the condwin11tio,1 
thereof ;-or by the United Company of Merchants of England 
trading to the East Indies, or by their Licence. 

2nd. I do think, and give it as my Opinion, that there is no law 
adequate to legalize such Sale and Exportation; As the goods 
purchased out of the Christianns S1ptimu.~ are certainly the growth 
or Manufacture of the Countries to the East of the Cape of Good 
Hope, not having been condemned as prize, nor having the Licence 
of the United Company of Merchants trading to the East Indies. 
As to the late Proclamation of His Excellency the Governor dated 
3rd February last, It is not possible (I speak with great reverence 
to his much respected Character & rank) that it could legalize 
such a Sale and exportation; for the very Act of Parliament which 
authorizes His Majesty, for a lirnited time, to make Regulations 
respecting the Trade and Commerce to and from the Cape of Uoo<l 
Hope, expressly "provides always That nothing therein contained 
shall in any manner be construed to infringe the rights, privileges 
and advantages belonging to the United Company of Merdmnts of 
England trading to the East Indies." Need. I ad1l that no power 
can be delegated that is not possessed, and that l Iis Majesty, nut 
l>eing authorizc<l by an Act of the Legislature of 1◄:nglall(l cannot 
invest a Gornrnor with power to infringe the High ts , •c. of the 
Ea ·t India Company, or to permit a trade e ·pre1:1sly against the 
intention and meanin~ of many Acts of the Lcgislatnr0 ol' England. 
I l,eg leave to ad<l that JI is Majesty 1leclares i11 his Onlcr of 
Couneil of the 28th of llecemher 17!.Hi that it is his pleasure that 
no such gornb shall he permitte1l to he import.ell or e.·ported into 
or out of this Nettleuwut exeept for Sea ~lol'l'S, or hy the l nitllll 
Company ul' Merchants tradiu,; to the Ea t hHlies, or by their 
Licence. 

3rd. The 2nd Section of the '.17th (:co. :lnl, 'hapter ~bl, 
expressly enacts: "if any good~. Wares or .Merchandize shall 1,e 
so imported or exported in auy manner whatever, contrary lo any 
such Order or Orders of Ilis lfajesty in Cuuneil, the same shall 1,e 
forfeited, together with the Ship or Vessel in whil'h s11eh gurnh-i, 
wares arnl Merchandize shall respecti,ely be i111portP1l or exported, 
with all her guns, ammunition, Furniture, 'l'aekk arnl A pparvl, 
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and every such forfeiture shall and may be sued for, prosecuted, 
and recovered by such and the like ways, means and Methods, as 
any Forfeiture incurred by any Law respecting the Revenue of 
Customs may be sued for, prosecuted and recovered, in places 
where respectively the offences shall be committed; and the 
produce thereof shall be disposed of, ]>aid and applied in the like 
manner, any Law, Custom or Usage to the contrary in any wise 
notwithstanding." eed I here further point out that you should 
immediately apply with full Informations to the Fiscal, who is 
the chief Executive Law Officer here, and also the proper Prose­
cutor in such Cases. 

CAPS or Goon Hon, .April 17'1, 1800. 

(Signed) PETER MossE, Advocate. 

fEnclosure 13 in the above.] 

[Copy.] 
-Letter from MR. H. J. JESSUP to the King's Fi.stxd. 

C.&.PII ToWlf, 17tA .A~ 1800. 

Srn,-1 beg leave to inform you tna.t the Ship Young Nidwlas 
has on board a quantity of contraband goods belonging to 
Merchants of this place. I speak of articles of Merchand.ize 
sold out of the Christianus &ptimus for Colonial use, & now on 
board the above ship destined for England, contrary to the 
Chartered rights of the Hon'ble Company of English Merchants 
tuding to the t Indies, & contrary to an express Act of Parlia­
ment on that head. I am &c. 

(Signed) 

[Enclosure 14 in the above.] 

[Copy.J 

H. J. JESSUP. 

Letter from MR. H. J. JESSUP to the King's Fw,al. 

C.&.PII To , 181A .April 1800. 

SIR,-1 ha e the honor to submit to your consideration the 
OJ!inion of my Counsel on the subject of my former letter 

.M :! 

 

 



164 Records of the Ocl]JC C'olony. 

respecting the detention of the Young Nicholas, & I am io 
request you will take her into your posseRsion immediately 
& proceed to the adjudication of her & the property on hoanl, 
su\Jject to legal confiscation in such manner as your wisdom 
shall direct. I am &c. 

(Si,,ned) HENHY J. JESSUP. 

rEnclosure 15 in the above.l 

[Copy.] 

Liller jl'o111 the Fiscal to Mu. H. J. JESSUP. 

CAPE TOWN, 18th ,lpril 1800. 

~rn,-In answer lo your two letters of this clay & ycsterllay's 
lhte respecting certain goods from on boar<l the I>anish Ship 
('h,·i.,ti111ws Scptinws now shipt on boarll the Youny /\'irlwlo~, 
I have to inform you that after due examination of the exisla11t 
laws and proclamations pul>lished in this Colony, arnl being 
moreover informed that the saiJ goods luwc been shipped with 
<luc permission of Government, I must lJeg leave to be excused 
entering into this lmsiness in my official capacity. 

As it is my duty to regard llis Excellency the Governor as the 
rcpresentatfre of the Ruvereign of this Colony, I therefore am 
l>ournl lo take care that his proclamations & onleni be duly 
respected & obeyed. I am r'·c. 

(Signed) W. S. V.L· RYNEVI Lil, Fi.cal. 

[ E11<·losnre 1 G in the al l()\'l'. j 

[Original.] 

J,,//11 Jmm ~11:. ,JU,Sll' tu th,• Collu·/01· f/111I l/11 f'm111ilm/!11 

,f ( 1,1.,/0111 ~-

CAPE TowN, HJII, ,1pril 18110. 

01:NTLEMEN,-l have just seen your permit of this date, in 
favour of Walker ltohl•rtson & Co. to ]all(l from mt hoanl tl1c 
~hip Yo111l!f Nichol//s Ccrtai ll ( luods u111lcr 111y previous Heizun· 
a. prohiliite1l Uou<ls, l,cin~ thl' grn11Llt or 111an11l'adun· of ('01111lril'S 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 
• 
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to the Eastward of the Cape of Good Hope, not having the 
Licence of the Company of English Merchants Trading to the 
East Indies, nor having been conrlnnncd as prize. I haYe there­
fore given orders to the Otliccrs of my Department to resist the 
landing of all such Goods from on Loard the above Ship, till the 
same !Jc ordered Ly due course of Law. I am &c. 

(Signed) HENRY ,J. JESSUP. 

I Enclosure 17 in the ahoYc. J 

[Original.] 

Dcpoi;ition of Ml(. J. HoUGlITO~ to Sm GEORGE YONGE. 

John Houghton, a merchant, living at Cape Town Personally 
appeared before me on the 20th April and voluntarily deposes 
That on Saturday last the morning after the Seizure of the Goods 
on Board the Young .Nicholas was made by Jessup, He mett with 
Mr. I>ontcrdant of the Vice Admiralty Court, when Discoursing 
on that Seizure and Stating that the Deponent was Interested in 
Lhe Property, & rc<1ue ·ting his OpiniQ.n what was best to be done 
in the Case, He recommended the making It, up with Mr. Jessup, 
whiL:11 he declined. On that Noon hearing the goods were landing 
He went down to the ·wharf and learnt the Goods were detained 
by a Guard l>y Mr. Jessups Order-coming off the ·wharf He 
met Mr. Pontenlant Mr. Hex the Marshall of the Aumiralty and 
Mr. Payne the Master attendant. The two latter went away. 
Mr. Ponlerdant reLurncd with the Deponent and as they were 
returning, He said the Cargo woulu not be permitted to be Landed 
& lt was a line Seiwrc for ,Tossup. The Deponent not agreeing & 
Haying he Confi<lcd in Oovernments ,Justice-on wliich l'ontcnlant 
Haid you may think as you Please 1 advise your making it up with 
,J m;snp that was the only means by which (ilkgiule) intimating 
that he knew his Sentiments all(l ha<l e,ery reason to belicYC Such 
a Measure would l>e effectual for the relief of the Parties Concerned 
to ·which the lleponent deelare<l He never would do It, for he 
thought l\1r. Jessup was wrong allCl PremaLurn in what He had 
done. The Deponent looked upon l\1r. Poulerdant as the Organ 
in his opinion & J u<lgernenL of Mr. J cssups Sentiments frolll their 
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Close Connexion and Intimacy nnd understanding that Mr. J cssup 
acted much hy Mr. Ponterdants Advice. 

Deposed before me. Cape Town April 20, 1800. 

(Signed) 

I declare that the Contents are the Truth. 

(Signed) 

[ Enclosure 18 in tho above.] 

[ Original. J 

JNO. IlOUGllTON. 

Deposition of Mu. J. HoUGIITON to the Fiscal. 

Sunday Evening, 20 April 1800. 

On coming away from his Excellency the Governor it im­
mediately occurred to me after what had past relative to Mr. l'. 
to call upon him, when perhaps he mi~ht speak more plainly arnl 
fttlly than he had done before in respect to the Seizure made hy 
Jessup in which I was not deceived for the l\Iomcnt I entered tho 
Room, before I ha<l time to take a Seat, he immediately entered 
upon the Subject, advi~ing me by all Means to settle tho matter 
with Jessup, addinrr at the same it never wouM be a dollar in his 
way, but that he was convince!l what Jessup had done wa right, 
so much so that if he would give it up to him, he would give him 
£500 and that he knew the Opinions of all tho Gentlemen of the 
Law in th.is Colony, in respect to it, that Mr. IIo1Iaml, Mr. Witto­
noon, Mr. Rex & himself had but one Opinion, he therefore still 
advised the making it up; I asked him by what Means that might 
be <lone, he told me by applying to Jessup, who having made tho 
Seizure had a right to a third of the property, I then desired him 
to inform me on what terms ho thought it practicable, he said he 
supposed by giving Jessup Sixty or Seventy pounds each of UH, 

that being the only way, to be sure wo might commence an 
Action against the Governor, but it would be a long time before 
we could obtain redress. 

(Signed) JNO, lIOtJGIITON. 

Sworn before me. 

(Signed) W. R. V,\N HYNEVELI>, .Fiscal. 
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[Enclosure 19 iu the above.] 

[Copy.] 

Ll'tlcr froni MR. Jorm IIooKE GREENE to MR. HENRY 

JA~lES JESSUP. 

167 

C'APE TOWN, 20th April 1800. 

Srn,-It was late last night when I received your Letter 
addressed to myself and the Comptroller, in which you say 
" You have seen our Permit &c." The first remark I have to 
make upon this extraordinary communication is : That you have 
been guilty of a great breach of your Duty and of common 
propriety hy ueglecting to iuform me in an official and rcgnlar 

11uui111T, r,tther than iu this inridmt//l wciy of your having made 
such a Seizure. As this is a transaction which I conceive must 
be followed by very serious consequences, I shall take the liberty 
of examining into and giving my sentiments upon your conduct a 
little at length. 

lly a Proclamation of His Excellency Sir George Yonge, dated 
3rd :February last, declared to be issued for the express purpose of 
regulating (until His Majesty's Pleasure should be known) the 
disposal of the Cargoes of ~hips or r es~els detained or captured 
as Prize and brought into the ports of this Settlement for adjudica­
tion, arnl for relieving the Captors, Owners or other persons 
interested in such Cargoes from the great difficulties and Hard­
ships_ they laboured under for want of some such regulation, 
particularly when such Cargoes consiste<l of Goods the Growth, 
l)roduce or 11anufacture of India, Provision was made for the 
.Exportation to England, under certain regulations, of such Goods, 
whether condemned as Prize or restored to the Owners or Ulaimants 
thereof. Under the provisions of this Law part of the restored 
Cargo of the D,mi,qh Ship the Ghri.~tianus Scptimus has been 
shipped in an open, fair, and regular way on board the Young 
Nichul<is, for the purpose of being exported to England, and this 
indulgence the Governor was induced to give from the circum­
stance of the Christia.1ul.~ S1·1>1imn~ hein~ not seaworthy, and from 
other Cirrnmstances of peculiar Hardship upon the Owners of 
such OotHls. 

Now Sir, will you allow me to say That if upon the Publication 
of the l)roelamation allude<l to, any donht or diflicnlty arose in 
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your mind ns to its validity, cxpc<licncy, or propriety, it wonl1l 
have shewn a becoming and praiseworthy attention to your 1 )nty 
to have stated such doubt or difficulty, either to the Rnperior:; of 
your Department or to the Governor himself. Instead of this 
plain, o1JVious, open and upright l'ath, you thought proper to 
determine on a Conduct the very reverse. Willi a con\'ietion, as 
it should seem, on your min<l., that the provisions made lJy l Tis 
Excellency were not consonant to Law, yon lay watching with the 
most insidious Policy an opportunity how to make the circum­
slm1ce turn out to your own prirnte emolument, arnl Govern'd I 
hclicve by such sinister Yiews, you have thought proper to i;;eizc 
on the restored. Goo<ls, laden on the Young KichoTas, and these 
Goods arc the property of innocent in<lividuals, ship1Jcd regularly 
and openly, under the special sanction of this Government and 
agreeably to the regulations of a d~clared Law. Is this Sir, a 
conduct becoming an Officer, placed m a most rcputahlc situation 
under the Crown, whose chief aim it ought to be to assist as much 
as possible the Views of that Govemment which gives him Bread, 
and to give every possible facility in his Department to the 
transactions & operations of the fair and upright Merchant ? 

The preceding remarks will apply, supposing your conduct to 
have been regulated by the Strict Ll'ttcr of the Law, as I only 
mean to convey to you my opinion of the Degree of Moral 
Turpitude attending the action you have been guilty of. But Sir, 
my opinion is, That you arc not u·arrantcd by the Law in the 
seizure you have thought proper to make. I again repeat that 
the Goods in question have been regularly shippe<l. under the 
sanction of a declared Law of this Colony, and ar, therefore 
certainly not seizahle here, whatever they might have been upon 
their arrival in England. But I will suppose for a moment the 
exportation of the Goo<ls in question from this Colony to he 
illegal-even in that cruc the seizure you have made is premature; 
for it is held to be Law that an intention to break is not a lmwh of 
Law, or is punishable as such, and for this very goo(l reason, That 
a Ptu'ty intending to break a Law may change his opinion hefuro 
he has compleatcd his intention, and it happens to be precisely 
the case on the present occasion-That the parties who have 
shipped these restored Goods, from some apprehensions (I believe 
needless ones) of meeting difficulty in 1.hc landing them in 
Englarnl, have applied to lite Governor for, :u1<l olitainc1l 11':t\'\' 
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ti rdarnl .he Ooods un,lcr the King's Locks. But snpposing 
the Cornls to have rcmaineil on 110:rnl tlll' Rhip, the intention 
ol' exporting th<>m is 110L compleally fnlfille<l until the Ship has 
1, tken her Clearance from the ('u,;tom House, allll any seizure 
pl'Cviously made I believe to he illegal, except it could be proved 
that, ihe Gorn ls \\·ere clandeslinely put, on hoanl. U pun the whole 
~ir, I am <leei1ledly of opinion that your conduct upon this occasion 
is not jm;tiflahle upon any one principle of Law, Heason, Decency, 
or common Sense, and appt•:trs to me altogether one of the most 
extraol'(linary instances of I anorrmce all(l presumption I ever 
witnessed. You say you have giYen orders to the oflicers of 
what you term your Drp,1rt111r11t to resist the relan,ling the 
Uomls from the Yuung Kfrholas. In order that the Rhip mny 
not he dclayeu in her operations one Hour at this <langerous 
season of ihe year, and in compliance with the order-, I have 
rec •i ved for relanding the ( h>ods, I shall take upon myself Rir, 
instantly to countermand· the very unwarrantable <lirrntions you 
have given. I shall imme,liately lay hcfore His Excellency the 
C:overnor your Letter, together with my answer thereto, and 
request his uirections for my further proceedings. 

As the Comptroller is uot in Town to-day, I have hau no 
opportunity of taking his sentiments on..your Letter. I am &c. 

(Signc(l) JOUN" Homrn C: 1mi:. • E, 

Collector of Customs. 

[ Enclosure 20 in the auovc.J 

[Original.] 

Ll'/t, r froni l\fo. Jom; Hooi,,:1; U1m1rnE lo Sm CTE01tc1~ Yo. ·m~. 

C.nE 'fow:s, 20 .lpril l~OO. 

Sm,-I have the Hononr of inclosiug t-0 your Exee1le11cy a 
Lett1•r I have rcceivc,l from Mr. ,Jessup, together "ith a Copy of 
the ~\rn;wer 1 have writt1•n ther •to, whieh 1 hope ,,ill he ,;anctiune<l 
hy your R~ecllency's apprnliation, all(l thai you will uc pkasc,l to 
l\1rni~h rnc with SlH'h Dir •etimlfl as you may thiuk ncces,-ary for 
rny further l'roceediugs upon this e. traonlinary occasion. 

I h:nc &c. 
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[Enclosure 21 in the above.] 

(Copy.] 

Letter from Mn. W. S. VAN RY~EVELD to Sm GEORGE YONGE. 

CAPE OF Goon HOPE, .April 21d 1800. 

Sm,-As soon as my Duty this day in the Court of Justice 
allowed me a moment, I maturely examined and considered the 
statement Your Excellency did me the honor yesterday to trans­
mit to me respecting the occurrence relative to the Cargo of the 
Danish Ship Christian11s Scptirnus now partly laden on board the 
Young Nicholas, and the conduct of Mr. Jessup Chief Searcher of 
His Majesty's Customs and Mr. Mosse his Counsel. 

Prior to my proceeding to answer the question which your 
Excellency has been pleased to put to me, I beg leave to advert to 
the two Letters from the said Chief Searcher, dated 17th and 18th 
Instant hereunto subjoined, accompanied with my answer thereto. 
Considering it extremely presumptuous and improper at all to 
enter into any the least discussion as to the competency or in­
competency of Your Excellency as Governor & Commander in 
Chief to make in this Colony such Laws and Hegulations as 
Your Excellency may think expedient, this being a point that 
admits not even of the shadow of a Doubt cannot possibly he 
subjected to any discussion, I shall have the honor only to observe 
in the present case-

That as the legal authority of the Sovereign of this Colony is at 
present vested in no other Person but Your Excellency, and as 
Your Excellency's Commission has been publickly read to the 
l'cople with all due Solemnity, any wilful disobedience or opposi­
tion against your comman<l.s, either by Burghers or Officers, are 
therefore Crimes of a Serious Nature, which by virtue of the 
positive authority vestecl in Your Excellency are to he punishecl, 
according to circumstances, either by sending the Delinquents out 
of the Colony accorcling to the tenor of Your Excellency's Com­
mission, or in case of their meriting severer or corporal punishment 
by delivering them into the hands of Justice. "\Vhether and in 
what degree the Chief Searcher Jessup has rendered himself guilty 
of one of the two Crimes, namely Disobedience and. actual Opposi­
tion against the Conuuamls of Your Excellency as (1 overnor & 
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Comm::mder in Chief, certainly depends on the EviL1ence of his 
having really and ollicially received those Commands and of his 
having been disobeL1ient thereto, or even opposed their execution. 

On being summoned before me he has ausolutely denied haYing 
committed either of these Charges, and has most solemnly declared 
that he never receiYed or saw any positive command from your 
Excellency for the Landing of the Cargo of the Young Nicholas, 
to which, if he had, he would have paid the most respectful 
obedience. 

This assertion however is not very consonant with the language 
he has made use of in his statement to his Counsel, anJ which the 
latter has also aJopted in his aJYice, and by ,vhich they both have 
shown every thing but respect to the rroclamation of the 3rd 
:February last, publisheJ in this Colony, which haYing thus 
obtaineJ Virtue of Law, most unquestionably continues binding 
on every Individual in this Colony until the same or other equal 
authority be pleased to order otherwise. 

The principle of obedience and discretion ought therefore 
always to have been 1'he guiJe of the persons in question, even 
supposing they had had any lawful grie.-ance to represent against 
a proclamation. 

Every officer, whatever his duty may be, ourrht in this Colony, 
agreeable to the constitution of its Government, to be considered 
to have performed his duty when he has given to the Governor & 
Commander in Chief due & official information of what he con­
ceives to lie his duty. A pretence of attending to one's duty can 
never in the least justify any disobedience or disrespect to the 
superior, much less can any person have recourse to any Judicial 
power, at least in this Colony, towards counteracting any Proclama­
tion issued by His Excellency the Governor & Commander in 
Chief. This would he an i111pcriurn in impcrio, calling the power 
of Government into question, and would only terminate in 
universal disonler & confusion. 

Mr. Jessup, to whom his warrant, bearing date 0th Fehruary 
1708, has given but very limited instructions to act "as chief 
searcher accordin,r; to the present usa!JC nf this Colony, mitil the same 
8hall br: alfrred by ltny s11bsrq11mt r,·gulations, in all ichich premises 
lie is to Jll'occcd in s11ch manner as the law (to he of course the 
Colonial Laws) direct.~," ought therefore when he conceived that in 
the l'roda11rnlio11 of the :31'(1 February last there occ·mTell any thing 
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which required any further explanation, immediately to have 
manifested his zeal & vigilance in the discharge of Lis duty, by 
submissively & respectfully representing his ohjcctions to the 
Commander in Chief rather than to await an opportunity towards 
availing himself, if possible, of those ohjections to the prejudice of 
Individuals, who bona fide had shipped their goods by permission 
of Government. 

Although the Laws do not prescribe any certain punishment for 
disobedirncc & opposition against His Excellency the Governor's 
commands, but leave the same cirbitrio Judicis according to 
circumstances and in proportion to the greater & less degree of 
wilfulness, whence the injury & the public prostitution of the 
supreme power is accordingly inferred; Still the Laws of this 
Colony have even with regard to improper icorcls made use of either 
in private or public papers provided on the suhject, and endeavoured 
to effect that decency be attended to by every Individual towards 
public officers. 

The following is the purport of the Proclamation beari11g date 
3rd September 1792-

" Whereas we have been informed that some persons do not 
fear making use, in juridical papers, memorials, petitions, &c., of 
expressions militating against decency & the respect due to the 
lawful Magistracy, public Boards, or Ofiicers, which cannot buL 
tend to undermine good order & 1>ropcr snuonliuation, which 
irregularity cannot be tolerated in a Country of good Police ; We 
therefore, wishing cflicaciously to provide on the subject, hereby 
forbid any person, of whatever ra nl., or condition ho may be, 
making use in any writing, memorial or petition, &c., either 
judicially or extra judicially, of any expressions or words mili­
tating against the dcceney and respect duo to Government & to 
the public Boards or Ofliccrs, on penalty that the authors & 
presentors thereof shall pay for the first offence a flue of 50 
Hixdollars, to he di vide(l and shared n 11su, & shall be moreover 
punished arbitrarily according to the circumstances of the 
case ; and for the second offence a fine of 200 ltixdoll:m,, besides 
a like arbitrary correction ; & for the third offence a fine of 500 
Hixdollars & perpetual banishment from this Colony, &c." 

Hoping thus to have accomplished Your Excellency's pleasure, 
& referring to what is generally before, I beg leave to commit, the 
final dctcrrniuation thereupon lo Your Excellency's s11perior wisdoi.1, 
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& to conclude these respectfully & with the assurance that nothing 
will be more satisfactory to me than to assist in maintaining the 
authority & energy of Government, & to cause its ortlers to be duly 
respected antl obeyed. I h1,ve &c. 

(Signed) W. S. VAN IlYNEVELD, :Fiscal. 

fEnclosure 22 in the aboYe.J 

[ Oricrinal.] 

Drposition of MR. ,JorrN HouGIITON to the Fiscrd. 

I happened to meet Mr. Ponterclant on Tueschy Morning hrnt 
p:fod April) when he immetliately resumecl his old Subject, in the 
same Manner he had done on former Occasions, advising and 
recommending in the strongest Terms to arrange the business with 
Mr. Jessup, antl he di1l not doulJt that on application to OoYern­
ment it would remit its part, and as the Fiscal would have nothing 
lo 110 with the lmsine~s, therefore it was clear what remained to 
l>e done, which was to satisfy Mr. Jessup for his third, then a 
summary Process might be devised, and that we shoultl then get 
lea,e to sell it for Colonial Consnmptio~ I then ask'd him to go 
with me to l\fr. Jessup, but he advisetl my going alone, for that it 
was best on such Occasions not to have a third Person present, but 
that I mi~ht use his Name if I thought proper. I call'd upon l\fr . 
.T essup afler this conversation hatl taken place between me and 
Mr. Pouterclant, a)l(l tol1l him part of what hacl heen saicl relatin' 
to an accomrnoclation, and that it was my ,rish to compromise the 
matter with him, he then ask\l me if I came only on my own 
account, or on the part of the whole, I told him 110, that I came 
only on my own, but from the knowledge I luul of the Jisposilions 
of the olher part,ies they ,roulcl l>e gla1l to terminate that disagree­
able business. He an::;,rnred it was impossible for him to com­
promise the lmsiness, as it wuulcl he assumillg a power he hatl no 
right to assume, awl that he woulcl certainly prosecnte the Lusiues1s, 
whoever might oppose it, awl that the lim emor, nor any other 
per,;on coul1l prevent him, for that the ~tream could not rise 
l1igher than its ~ource, and the King himself an1l Council coul<l 
not set it a~i,le, they may make their l'roclamatiolls hut are the 
1igltls of the E,tsl lr clia Co11tp:rny to l>P illf'ringccl by them, they 

I 
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arc now paying a Million every Rix or Reven Years, nncl an illegal 
Act is to be done by Virtue of a Proclamation of a (lovernor of a 
foreign Colony, adding that the East In<lia Company had influence 
to have him recalled, and overturn the l<'iscal arnl the whole set, if 
they dared to do anything improper in the business. He said he 
had heard the proclamation call'tl a Green Proclamation under a 
Young Government, but he for his part called it making Special 
1/emittances under a Green Proclamation. 

CAPE TowN, 25 April 1800. 

(Signed) JOUN HOUGHTON. 

Sworn before me. 

(Signed) W. S. VAN RYNEVELD, Fiscal. 

l Enclosure 23 in the abovc.J 

fCopy.] 

Letter froui MR. THOMAS WITTENOOM to MR. DAVID 
PONTAHDANT. 

VICE ADMIRALTY COcllT, 

CASTLE OF GOOD liOI'E, 30111 April 1800. 

Srn,-I have it in commanJ from His Honor the ,Tud<re to 
Cl 

inform you that, on account of the Part which, from unc1uestionable 
Authority, he has been given to unJerstanJ you have taken, upon 
the Subject of the Seizure which has recently lmen made of the 
Ship Young Nicholu.~ and the GooJs laclen on board the same 
(lately restored and transshipped from the Uhtistiun11.~ S,ptiuws) 
and from the very unwarrantable manner in which he conceives 
you have thought fit to make use of his name, as having (among 
others) given an Opinion upon the Legality of that Seizure arnl of' 
the Proclamation of His Excellency the GoYernor relative to 
Goods of tho description of those so seizecl, ho fools it a Duty 
incumbent upon him to dispense with your further Senices as 
Examiner of the Vice Admiralty Court of this Colony. 

His Honor has further instructed me to inform you, that altho 
the Onlcr which he understands you have alrcacly rnceived from 
His Excellency to leave the Colony would have rendered the Step 
he has now taken, in clismissing yon from the above Situation, 
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unneces1:mry, yet that a due regard to Truth and to his own public 
Character has prompted him to express, by the only means left 
in his Power, the Indignation which he feels at the circumstance 
of his name having been introduced in the Transaction, without 
any sort of .Foundation whatsoever, and that too by a person 
holding an Oflicial Situation in the Court over which he presides. 

I remain &c. 

(Signed) Trros. WITTENOOM, Actuary. 

fEnclosure 24 in the above.] 

[Original.] 

Letter front MR. Jorm HoLLAXD to Sm GEORGE YONGE. 

CAPE TOWN, 30th April 1800. 

Srn,-I have the Honour to indose for Your Excellency's 
perusal a Copy of a Let.Lor sent to Mr. Ponterdant by my desire, & 
lament that the privation of an O ffico, that under Your Excellency's 
Order for his lea\'ing the Uolony, he could therefore no longer 
enjoy, is the only means left me of troving to him the dis­
satisfaction 1 feel at the insolence & impropriety of his conduct. 

Should Your Excellency think proper to transmit an account of 
that Gentleman's Cowlnct to His ::\fojc:;ty's Ministers, may I 
presume to solicit that the cnclosrnl Letter may form a part of 
such communication. 1 have &c. 

I Enclosure 25 in the ahoYe.] 

[ Copy.J 

,J OIIN IloLLANlJ. 

Letter Jro11i l\11:. D. l'OXTAHDANT to l\fo. T. WITTJrnoo,r. 

1,loy 4th 1800. 

8rn, -To he calumniatml arnl misrepresentecl is to me matter of 
great regret, but Lo carn;e Indignation in the Brea;;L of those whose 
go0<l ( )pinion I most wi:shed to ham ubtainecl is indeed matter of 
I he sornst afllicticm. 
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T should have answered yours of lhe 30th April e'rr this hut 
the State of mill(l in which I have Leen in for some <l.ays past has 
renderc<l. me incapable. 

The way in which I made use of His Honor the .Jm1ge's name 
was in a private Conversation with two Merchants who shippe(l 
Goods on board the Young Nicholas who asked my opinion as to 
the Legality of the Seizure ma<l.e by the Searcher of His Majesty's 
Customs at this place; what I sai<l was as follows or words to that 
effect "That the Proclamation of His Excellency the Governor was 
Raid to he the production of Mr. Green, allll that I had hear<l. that 
11pon the legality of the Seizure the Opinion of the Governor and 
the Judge were at variance." This I said confitlentially arn1 I 
will almost venture to assert that there are not six Men in the 
Cape Town who have not hear<l. the same. 

That I have fallen hy this incautious and imprudent Co1wersa­
tion is certain but it is some Consolation to me to think that I 
]1ave not fallen by any immoral or vicious action. I Le~ you to 
say to the J ndge that I feel I have jn:-,tly incurred his tli,;pleasure 
an<l. that I remain gr,tteful for the situation he was pleased to place 
me in. I have &c. 

(Signed) 

fEnclosure 26 in the above.] 

f Original.] 

D. I'ONTAltDANT. 

Ldlcr from 1\fa. II. J. Jm,Ht:P to the C'ollcr/01• a ,1d thr. 
C'omptrollcr of C'118to11rn. 

CAPE TowN, 6th Jfoy 1~00. 

OE~TLE,rn~,-The Books of the Departmc11t of His l\1aj<>Hty's 
Customs, allottc<l to my superintending care, are now ready to l>e 
delivered np to you, according to His Excelleney thL' Uu,crnor's 
onler. My late Clerk Mr. Daly will take your receipt arnl the 
Comptroller's J'or them. The only ol>ject that remains liutweeu us 
oJlicially to call your attention to is that, yon all(l the Comptroll1•r 
of the Customs do oflicially on behalf of His l\lnjesty, a1Hl in 1f is 
name, take ample :--ecurity (such as may lie approve1l of by His 
}:xcelleney the Gon•rnor) for the forthcoming of the ~hip Yu11tiy 

Xi,·hohrs, "itlt her 'f.tckle, apparel &c., as ,rell as the 1,ropcrty on 
l,o:ll'tl said ~hip suli_jed to confiscation , or tlw l'ull :ipprai . ed ,aluv 
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thereof; and that you do not without His Excellency's special 
permission give a clearance from your respective offices to the 
above Ship Young Nicholas, without first taking such Security as 
is above pointed out and enrolling the same in Mr. Secretary 
Barnard's office, and taking such other steps for the future Security 
of the same as shall meet with His Excellency's further approba­
tion. And I trust Gentlemen you will respectively give an equal 
degree of attention to the property already landed under The King's 
Locks, as you have informed me in your official letter on that 
suhject, and which I have understood verbally was done by 
permission from His Excellency the Governor; subject however 
as I presume to the influence of the seizure personally executed 
by me in The King's name on the Seventeenth day of April last, in 
presence of William Thomas Morse and Richard Fettell the Tide­
waiter, who was left on board to keep possession of the same, 
under my official orders. And this Gentlemen I enjoin on you in 
your respective public capacities of Collector and Comptroller of 
His Majesty's Customs, as a special Duty imposed upon you in 
the name and on behalf of my Royal Master The King, whose 
Hights and Interests in the above forfeited property it 1s my 
business to maintain. I am &c. 

(Signed) Hmm? J. JESSUP, 
Chief Searcher of Customs (during His Majesty's Pleasure). 

[Enclosure 27 in the above.] 

[Original.] 

Ll'lll'I' fro1n MR. HENRY J. JESSUP to Sm GIWRGE Yo\TGE. 

CAPE TOWN, 8th llfay 1800. 

Sm,-1 have receiYed your Excellency's Order to suspend me 
from performing the functions of Chief Searcher of Customs till 
His Majesty's Pleasure is known, with your Excellency's per­
rnis,;ion to go to England in Order to vindicate my Conduct before 
llis Majesty's Ministers. 

Conscious as I am of the Integrity of my Conrluet through Life 
in the discharge of my Public and Private Duties and feeling the 
most affectionate attachment towards my King and his Oovern­
ment [ am humbly to intreat that your Excellency will be pleased 

111. 
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to Grant me a Copy of the Allegations to he prcfcrre<l against rnc 
as it may he necessary before I leave the Colony to procure proper 
Documents for my ,Justification. 

If I haYe unfortunately and contrary to my real Intmtions done 
any Act in my convivial moments that has been construe<! to my 
prejudice I entreat that I may be made acquainted with the 
Circumstance and will atone for it with Chearfulness as I feel 
from Innate principles I am incapable of doing an intentional 
wrong to any man, certainly not to the representative of my Hoyal 
Sovereign. I therefore beg leave to assure your Excellency that 
the misrepresentations of my Enemies must have gone abroad to 
prejudice your Excellency's mind against me in order if possible 
to work my ruin. I have &c. 

(Signed) HENRY ,J. JESSUP. 

rEnclosure 28 in the above.J 

[Original.] 

Letter fro11i MR. Jon.:-. HOLLA.:-.n to Sm GEoRnE YONGE. 

CAPE Tows, 8th Jiay 1800. 

Sm,--I have the Honor of enclosing a Copy of l\fr. J>onterdant's 
letter to the Actuary of the Vice Admiralty Court in answer to his 
written by my desire and a Copy of which wa,: forwarded to Your 
Excellency some days since. I have &c. 

(8igne<1) 

f Enclosure 2U in the a hove. ] 

[ Original. J 

,Jonx IIOLLANI>. 

Letter from MR. Jo1m HOOKE GmmN1~ tu :--m CEOHGE Yo.·c:E. 

Ct:sTOlI IIou~E, CAPE TowN, il[ay 8th 1800. 

Srn,-We have the Honour to iuclose for your Excellency's 
perusal and consicleration a Copy of a Letter I>ate<l the (ith 
Instant addressed to us from lfr. ,Jessup: and have to re<p1est 
that your Excellency will be pleased to give rn; <lirections what 
farther notice we are to take of such Letter \Ve have already 
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acknowledged the receipt of it to Mr. ,Jessup, and informed him 
that we hacl laid the same before your Excellency, and that we 
waited your Instructions for our further proceedings. 

(Signed) 

\Ve have &c. 

,Joux HooKE G1mE~E, Collector, 
(Absent in Simon's Town), Comptroller. 

[ Enclosure 30 in the above.] 

[Original.) 

Statement of the Circumstwiccs attC1uliiig the Transaction with 
Mn. JESSUP. 

The first Occurrence was an Application from Mr. Jessup for 
leave to go home on account of His Health, & to keep his Employ­
ment & Salary & appoint an Agent in his Absence, as has been 
granted to Mr. Ilotis, stating he had as good a Right to this 
Indulgence as Mr. Ross, and it was understood he had actually 
fixed on his Agent, who was to have half his Salary. . 

The GoYernor thinking this a bad.. Precedent which if estab­
lished would lead to the absence of others & make the Offices of 
Trust under Government here mere Sinecures & there being no 
Certificate of ill Health, did not think the Case similar to 
Mr. Hoss's or that the same Indulgence should be allowed, and 
therefore that the Rule should be observed of resigning ihe Office 
((d iiill'l'i11i with the privilege of resuming it on his return if 
<l1,vernment approved of it. On his being made acquainted with 
Lhis, The ill health disappeared, He refused to resign & declined 
goillg as appears by his fmniliar letter to the GoYernor. 

The next occurrence arose from an applicatiom from a Tide 
\Vaiter praying leave to resign his Employment on account of the 
Oppression he experienced from Mr. Jessup, the Circumstances of 
wliich Case appear to he as follows-

The Tide waiter Mr. Williams being doing Duty at Simon's 
Town, got Information of some clandestine landing of Goods, and 
on searching found & seized them. Mr. ,Tcssup not being then at 
the place, nor knowing anything of it a.t the time, But on hearing 
of it he h:rntcned thither, & nnivr.cl jn t lic.forr. the i'leiznre was 
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com pleated. The Court of Justice pronounced the seizure to be 
good, when Mr. Jessup averred Himself to be both Informer & 
Seizer on which the Uourt decreed him the share of the Confisca­
tion allowed by this Colony to Informers, & converted the amount 
to his own use, denying any recompence to Williams, & driving 
him to the expence of a Suit at Law to recover it, and the Court 
has made J e,;sup's Property responsible for the issue of the Suit, 
which is not yet determined, while the expence of it has since 
forced Williams to resign. 

A similar Case occurred to a smaller extent with regard to 
another Tide Waiter Mr. McMillan, whose share of Confiscation 
Jessup has in like manner seized and the poor man has been forced 
to submit. 

With regard to the Insolence to the Collector & Comptroller of 
the Customs his Correspondence will shew the particulars. 

·with regard to the Seizure of the Ship Young Nicholas the papers 
annexed will explain the Particulars. It is therefore sufficient to 
state that the Permission for selling the Cargoe of the Danish 
Ship, which were purchased accordingly at the Sale, and shipp'd 
on board the Young Niclwlos as stated was granted in 1790, & the 
whole transaction took place in that year and in 1798, with the 
full concurrence of the Agent of the East India Company & of 
the Governor Major General Dundas and that the Permission of 
the present Governor to the Supercargoes of the Ship to compleat the 
Sale in the manner petitione<l was no more than what they appem·ed 
entitled to under the former Orders. 

I>art of this Cargoe was purchased hy the Parties concerned in 
the 8hip Young Nicholas for exportation, intending to export it to 
Englarnl, & reap the henefit of the Prize Acts, lmt having on 
application to the Vice A<lmiralty Court l>een refn,;ecl the 
necessary Certificate'l, they clesisted from their purpo e & peti­
tioned for leave to relarnl the Uoo1ls, offering to plaee them uncler 
the Custody of the Officers of the Customs till furthbr Orcll•rs. 
Leave was granted on that Couclitinn & a permit onlere<l ac­
cordingly, in consequence of which the Goods were relanded, nor 
was the Ship cleared out at this very moment, when every Idea 
of exporting for ·England had ceased. Mr. ,Jessup takes upon 
himself to seize the Goods thus relarnling under colour of an illicit 
importation & exportation & as an illegal Transaction :msrng 
from an Act of Government pul>fo1he11 Three 1\fonth~ before, 
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namely the 3rd of :February 1800, with which it could have no 
manner of reference. 

This proclamation accompanies these papers & has already been 
transmitted home. It is therefore only necessary at present to 
state that the Proclamation was issued at the earnest & joint 
request of the Vice Admiralty Court, the Officers of the Navy, 
and the Prize Agents, there being no Instructions received from 
Home on the Subject, and the Suspence in which the Business 
relative to Prizes being represented. as so grievous that some 
remetly was necessary at least till the King's Pleasure could. be 
known, and it appearing to the Governor that by the King's Order 
in Uouncil that Power was given to GoYernors for the time being 
to make temporary Hegulations when necessary. It appeared 
necessary to make a Regulation pro tcmporc as might in some 
degree relieve all Parties without Injury to any. 

Such a Regulation was accordingly prepared, not only on con­
sultation with the King's Revenue Officers, the Collector & Comp­
troller of the Customs, with a confidential communication with 
the Agent of the East Intlia Company, who saw no objection to it, 
and. with the opinion of the Judge of the Vice Atlmiralty Court, 
but also on a Reference to the Heport & Opinion of the Crown 
Lawyers on the Subject, of which a 8'.ipy has been obtained, & it 
appearing by that report that Cases might arise in which Prize 
Uoods might be landed tho' cominrr from Countries East of the 
Uapc of Good. Hope, & sold. under certain circumstances, either for 
Home consumption Herc, or for exportation, & if exported should 
be placed under the Hegulations of the Act of the 33 G. 3rd 
relative to Prize Goods imported into England, and this whether 
such l>rize Goods were upon Tryal condemned or restored. This 
Uule was followed and the Proclamation was published the 3rd of 
:February 1800 to take place till the King's pleasure was known, 
from which Time till the Seizure made 011 the 17th of April, not 
the least Complaint was made either by the Agent of the Ea~t 
India Company, or any other Person, nor any Representation even 
from Mr. Jes up himself whose official J)uty it was to have made 
such repre cntation in case any Inconvenience had occurred to him 
as likely to arise from such a Regulation. No such therefore did 
occur to him, or else he willfully concealed uch Inconvenience, & 
preferred resisting the Acts of Government to tho giving it his 
advice and support. 
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Under all these Uircumstances the l'ower & Authority of 
Government thus publickly defy'd & deny'd, It was found that the 
least Notice taken of such Conduct would be to suspend the Party 
from executing the Office he held, which by the advice of the 
Fiscal was done accordingly and his Aiders and abettors ordered 
out of the Colony, referring the Decision of the whole matter to 
the King's Ministers at home. 

---
[Original.] 

Secret Letter jrorn Sm GEORGE YONGE to the HIGIIT HONOUHADLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

.illay 15, 1800. 
DEAR Srn,-It is with the most Deep and Heartfelt Concern 

that I find it necessary to Trouble you with a Relation uf what has 
recently pass'd between your ]friend General Dundas and me. 
Fully aware by the Hints you had privately given me of the 
Haste and Suddenness of Temper which sometimes prompted Him 
to strange and violent Conclusions, and mindfull of the Promise I 
gave you to meet, if I could not prevent Discussions of any Sort, 
with Calnuiess, I from the moment of my arrival took every step 
in my Power to afford him every kind of satisfaction to assure 
Him of my Good Wishes, and Desire of being on the best terms 
with Him, ancl the Proofs I gave him of this l'rocluced from him 
acknowledgements which maclo mo hope I should l,e fortunate 
enough to prevent any Misunclerstanding taking l'lace, aml that 
every thing would go on as harmoniously a could ho wished-But 
alass ! this has not been of long J>uration ancl though from the 
fir t I gave him the strongest assurances that I left all Military 
Matters to his Care, & begg'd him to do any thing He pleased, 
and that I should not interfere, yett I am sorry to say whether 
from the Suggestion of others, or from his own Disposition I know 
not, But almost from the Hour of his ltcturn from C:raaflc Heinett 
He has taken umbrage almost at every thing giving W uight & 
Importance to the most trifling Incidents, at the same time 
Concealiurr his Disgust, and never conunuuicaling to me any thing 
which could possibly give mu H u, t ·ou to think He had any grou!l([ 
of complaint, He has suddenly broke out ancl on the 10th of this 
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Month without my knowledge Issue<l a General Order to the 
Army, glancing at the whole of my Conduct both as Governor & 
Commander in Chief, and reflecting on me as having alter'd and 
lJroke through the Rules of the Service, as you will see by the 
enclose<l Copy of the Order. 

My astonishment and that of the Garrison at such a Proceeding 
may be ea ily Imagined. What Notice should be taken of It was 
the next Consideration, but the mischief which might ensue from 
a Publick Breach of any kind, at this moment, or the Continuance 
of any Dispute led me instead of taking notice of It to write to 
him, and deRire he would at least state eYen now any groun<l of 
complaint He had, His answer I enclose in Consequence of which 
a Correspondence commenced, in which I adhered to the Pacifick 
Plan which I conceived Important for the Pnblick Service, and at 
length brought him to a Disposition to come to me and Discuss the 
Subject Coolly. He has just been with me, and has express'd his 
Concern at having Issued the order in Question admitting He had 
been too hasty, an<l wishing It had not been Issued, Denying any 
Intention of Disrespect or to Glance at my Conduct in the least, 
which he confess'd had been kind to him, but avowing his Jealousy 
about Commaud, & suspicions arising from Circumstances, tr:ifling 
incleed & arising chiefly from what He-Conceiv'd the Conduct of 
one of my Aids de Camp which He clcclared He meant to Glance 
at, rirnl not me, in the Order He had Issued whieh made him uneasy 
& Dissatisfied. It was in Yain I reminded him of the Assurances 
I had given Him about Command. It was in Vain I begg'd to 
repeat those assurances and to protest I woulcl not meddle with his 
Commancl if Ile would bribe me to it. He still remains Dis­
contented, tho' He has repeatecl his as urauces of Respect and 
Hc>ganl as well as his Concern at hn.ving I suo<.l the Order. IIow­
eYer He has now prnmissc<l that nothing of the kind shall happen 
a«ain, arnl that He shall he more easy in his Mind for the future. 

However, ~ly T>ear ~ir, It is ImpossiLle to tell how long this 
Quiet will last, and I fear a Repetition of It, tho I will avoid it if 
possible. Fur I will now mention that in ConYersation He said a 
gn•at (.,ir) of the lJmasineqs of his Sitnation, That his uneasiness 
was such that Uc would ask my Pel'lni inn to resign his Command 
& leave the Colony, if It was not time uf \Var, ancl had not heeu 
given to urnlcrstancl that in sueh a time He could not do It with 
Honor, That He should most anxiously wait fur the Moment when 
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He could <lo It, That He knew very well what He had <lone would 
end to his disadvantage and He should be a Sufferer by It, and 
that He should therefore not have an easy moment while He staid 
here. I assured Him It was sufficient He was sensible of the 
error of what He had done, That no Representation of mine shoul<l 
go Home to make Him a sufferer from It however Impro1>er It 
might be, and that He need not doubt of my continuing to wish as 
I had hitherto Constantly <lone, to lett things go on Quietly, If He 
would only do the same, and I added every thing I could to satisfy 
Him on the Points which gave Him any uneasiness, and so the 
matter rests at present. But I confess I have no Hope of Its long 
continuing so, & I am very uneasy about It. He plainly wishes 
to change his Situation, and with that wish I fear Scenes of this 
kind may be renew' d every Hour. Whether His wish can he 
gratified or not, I am no Judge but if it could I believe It would 
be a very great kindness to Him. 

And now, my Dear Sir, I beg this may not be regarded as an 
Official Representation of the matter and you will have no Dispatch 
whatever from me on the Subject, but having faithfully promised 
you to avoid all Discussion of the Sort, if possible, more especially 
as It might be expected I have sent you this account In Confidrncc 
to shew how Faithfully I have adhered to my promise and with 
what persevering and Patient Efforts I have succeeded (if I have 
succeeded) in preventing the Continuance of a Contest which had 
arisen so unexpectr.dly, and which might have produced the Worst 
Effects. 

My last Dispatches will have announced to you the Pleasing 
Information of the Tranquillity we enjoy and I have the Pleasure 
to be able to say That we have received an express last night from 
the Interior, which assures us that though there are some Petty 
excesses, this happy Tranquillity is not likely to be disturbed. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) Gw. YONGE. 

P.S. After all some Incurable Jealousy about Command seems 
at the bottom and an Aid de Camp is sent home, without any 
visible Reason, or Explanation of the Object of his Mission. 
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[Original.] 

Letter frmn VICE ADMIHAL Sm ROGER CURTIS to 
EVAN NEPEAN, ESQRE. 

Lancaster, SIMON'S BAY, 

185 

CAPE OF GooD HOPE, May 15t/, 1800. 

Srn,-This Letter will inform the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty of the proceedings of my Command since my last 
dispatch .... 

The Adamant sailed for Simon's Bay on the 6th April, and the 
Lancaster, Tremendous and Diomede on the 14th. The Naval 
Stores deemed likely to be wanted here during the Winter Season 
were brought round in the Ships, as also as much extra Provisions 
of various articles as they were capable of taking on board. 

I had not, with every possible exertion, been able to get all the 
work I had in hand relative to the security of our buildings &c. 
compleated before tlie Ships left Table Bay, so I was under the 
necessity of causing some artificers belonging to the Ships to be 
left behind to finish the work. However they have now joined 
their respective Ships, and I am happ~ to say the Storehouses &c. 
there are now in such a state that I am under no apprehensions 
from the effects of the approaching rainy Season. The enclosure 
of the Yard is also compleated, and the great utility of the Measure 
has been found conspicuously evident. 

Our buildiugs here are but little out of repair. The upper part 
of the Wall of the Yard fronting the Sea is, according to the custom 
of the Country, made of Sods ; and a great part of this Parapet is 
now down, from the want of timely reparation, on which account 
the Yard is open to Theft and irregularity; but I am cutting 
fresh Sods and putting it into repair, and it will soon be made 
good .... 

Three East India Ships, the Princess Charlotte, the Earl Howe, 
and. the Minerva, arrived here from Bengal the 26th April, having 
had a passage of three Months, and put into this Bay for Water, 
and also to make some reparation to the Knee of the Head of the 
Princess Charlotte. . .. I imagined therefore these Ships would 
have been at St. Helena to have gone home under the protection 
of the Oiscau and Camel. As it is, Governor Brooke will perhaps 
detain them to proceed to England with the Convoy from China, 
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which Ships may in their way to Europe be expected to reach the 
length of the Cape of Good Hope in the Month of June. 

Of the Squadron the Jupi,f,er, Sta'I', and Buph'l'OB'/J'M only a.re at 
Sea, and they are upon the rvices mentioned in my last return 
of the Disposition of the Ships and Vessels under my Com­
mand. ... 

On the 5th instant two Whalers which bad left England with 
three Ships with Troops, and other Merchant V esaels destined to 
this place arrived here, and reported that one of the Transport.a 
had been crippled and had put back, that another of them had 
separated, and that on the 23rd of March the RuJ,,g with the other 
Transport, and several other Ships bound hither were at St. Jago 
01;1e of the Cape de Verde Island& The Sv1rat Oa,tle, the hip 
which separated u above mentioned, arrived here in the greatest 
Diatrell8 on the 10th Instant. A Fever had raged on board her 
during the whole Voyage, and abou 60 Men of a part of the 22Jid 
:Regiment she bad on board, and above 120 of her died 
during the Passage. • ty of ihe Troops ware landed here in a 
deplorable state of distress, many nvalescents in a state of 
e t1'8lne debility, and all the rest in a weakly condition, not a Man 
of the whole but what had been more or less affected with the 
Disease. It is represented to me that the Troops were embarked 
in this Ship five Weeks before she sailed-that the Fever broke 
out while she was in port-that upwards of 50 had been sent to 
the Hospital-and that 23 of them came back to the Ship previoua 
to her sailing. that the Ship left England in a sickly state, 
and the bad weather she met with under such circumstances on 
the first part of her oyage certainly contributed to increase the 
calamity that bu occurred. ... It was unfortunate allo that 
four fifths of the Crew of this hip were com of Lucan, ho 
not able to bear the 'Beverity of the Id and bad weather upon the 
outset of the Passage, became generally sickly, and a great number 
of them died. uch had been the dis in the hip for aome 
time previous to her arrival here, that the Oftlcen of the Troopt 
and such of the ldien aa were able, were under the necessity of 
working on the common duties of the hip. e a.re in dail;y 
e pootation of the arrival of the Ships stated to have put into 

t. Jago .... I am &c. 
(Signed) Boon OoB'n8. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from VrcE Am.URAL Srn ROGER CURTIS to 
EVAN NEPEAN, EsQRE. 

Lancaster, StMON'B BAY, 

187 

UAPE OF GOOD HOPE, lGth Jiay 1800. 

Sm,-I am extremely concerned to desire you will inform their 
Lordships that I have just received intelligence from Algoa Bay, 
that Lieutenant Thomas Walker Commanding the Euphro.~yne Brig, 
which Vessel I had sent thither to carry some Provisions and other 
Articles for the use of the Troops at the Military Post established 
there, was on the evening of the 5th instant, together with the 
Clerk and Five of the Crew, unfortunately drowned in attempting 
to go off to the Euphrosy,ic, and it is supposed the accident 
happened from one of the planks of the Boat having started. The 
Master of the EuphrofiJJne having been left behind when she sailed 
for .Algoa Bay, I am not sure there is any person on board her 
capable of navigating her to this place, it is therefore my intention 
to send the Diomede thither to conduct her to this Bay. I am &c. 

(Signed) ROGER CURTIS. 

[Original.] 

Private Letter from Sm GEOlWE YONGE to 
.WILLIAM l{t,SKISSON, ES<tRE. 

CAPE Towll', ilfay 17, 1800. 

DEAR ~m,-1 trouble you "·ith the Enclosed Letters, which I 
will beg you lo get Convcy'd as l)irecte1l. I haYe sent to Mr. 
Dundas a number of l'apers relative lo a .Mr. ,Jessup here, who has 
been playing the Devil here and plaguing me to Death. I found 
Him embroiled with the Collector & Comptroller of the Customs, 
and, also, in a Law Suit for having Cheated some l'ersons of some 
fotcs due to them, and soon after my arrival, Having given my 
Lea\e lo Mr. Ross Lo go Home fur his Health & Irnlulged Him 
in lhe appuinlment of Deputies to a<.:t i11 his ab::;eiH;c Mr. Jessup 

 

 



188 Records of the Cape Colony. 

writes me a very peculiar Letter Intimating that He had as good 
a right to name a Deputy, and to go home for his Health as 
Mr. Ross. Understanding He was in perfect Health, and conceiving 
that Government would not allow Persons holding such offices to 
go home and make their Places Sinecures, I told him the two Cases 
were different & the Rule being to resign pro tcmporc, resuming 
the Office at his Return, He sent me word He held the Office of 
Mr. Dundas, & would not resign, nor go Home on those Terms. 
Ry the By, He had agreed with a Person of his own Choice to do 
the Duty for half the Salary. Thus matters stood, after bickering 
with the Collector & Comptroller, when Piqued, as I suppose, at 
what had happened, He on the 17th April broke out into a most 
violent attack on me, and indeed on the Authority of Government 
here, that according to the Laws of the Colony He was lyable to 
a Criminal Prosecution and to Fyne and Imprisonment, but I have 
contented myself with the least possible notice of his offence, by 
suspending him & sending him home, together with bis two 
aiders and Counsellors, who aro every way worthy of their Reward. 
I presume Mr. Dundas will send the Papers to the Treasury, as 
they relate to a Revenue Officer. They will speak for themselves, 
and I will only say that so far from meaning to Injure the E. I. 
Company I have been doing every thing Mr. r>ringlc wish'd, and 
am actually devising means to render any Injury to them here 
impracticable. Indeed I wish they received no more Injury in 
India Itself to their exclusive Privileges than they do here, but I 
believe they suffer infinitely more there. Indeed there is the best 
Security here against any Clandestine Practices, at least to any 
very great Extent, namely, That the Country is so thinly Inhabited 
there are not Purchasers for much Clandestine Trade, besides that 
European Articles are getting Chiefly in Repute here, and nothing 
is bought here but by necessity and to a very small Extent Indeed; 
some Increase of Duty on what does come here by Licence would 
effectually give European Articles the Preference, and he of great 
advantage both to the Company ancl to Great Britain, and I hope 
to be able to Effect this in time. 

This will not be delivered you by M. General Dundas's Aid de 
Camp, who is just gone, because He has been sent without my hav­
ing any previous Knowledge of It, nor did he Himself give me any 
Notice of his Departure, nor call to know if I had any commands, 
so that his mission and tho Object of It, or the necessity for It, 
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are alike a Secret to me, nor do I know of any Sort of Occurrence 
in this Colony that Called for his going. 

I have troubled you about sundry matters for the use of this 
Colony, which I hope you have received, and that you will do 
what you can in them. 

All Is quiet here-Thanks to the Happy Issue of the War in 
India-But I am sorry to say only a small Part of the Troops 
from home are yett arrived, Viz. the Surat Castle with about 300 
men of the 22nd Regiment under Lieut. Col. Mercer, all of them 
Boys, & most of them very Sickly with :Fluxes & owing to their 
long Confinement on Board, having been G Weeks on B~ard before 
they sett out, and the Ship very Ill Equipp'd indeed, so that they 
wanted Common Necessaries. All Possible Care has been taken 
of them, and tho' some more have dyed since their arrival the rest 
I hope are getting better, but there are not at present 200 fitt for 
Service, so that this is but a poor Reinforcement. I hope in God 
the rest will fare better. They parted from the Convoy off Scilly 
in a Gale of Wind, ttnd never after saw any Ship or any Land till 
they ~ot here the 5th Instant. Sir Roger Curtis known Humanity 
has exerted Itself on this sad occasion for the Relief of the poor 
Men to a degree worthy of Him, and .that exceeds all Praii;e, and 
saved many from Perishing. 

Here are several Ships from India that Putt in Disabled going 
directly for :England and among them the Collier from Amboyna 
with a Cargo of Spices worth half a millio11. This ,vill be delivered 
you by a young [man] returning from India for his Health of tlw 
name of I>axton, a very deserving young man, whom I wish to 
recommend to l\Ir. Dundas's Notice. I am &c. 

(Signed) GEO. YOXGE. 

Jl.S. I enclose you some Papers relative to an Injury done to 
an English Whaler 1,y an American Vessell. Mr. Elmslie the 
Consul here has very handsomely supported the Complaint, ancl 
sent ad vice of It home for the Purpose uf Redress, if possible. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from VICE Am1IHAL Sm ROGER CURTIS to 
EVAN NEPEAN, ESQHE. 

Lancaster, SIMONS BAY, 

CAPE OF Goon HOPE, 18111 Jlay 1800. 

Srn,-The Earl lfmre East India Ship hy which I send my 
other dispatches which will come to you with this, being to Rail 
early tomorrow morning, I have only time to acquaint you that 
the Scale~y Castle with part of the 3-!th Regiment on board, and 
which Ship put back after her first sailing from England, and 
lastly sailed from Falmouth on the 13th March, has this evening 
anchored far out in tl1is Bay. The Officer of the Guard reports to 
me that the Ship has been sickly during the passage and that of 
the Troops and Ships Company together there haYe died 130 
Men ; but that there are few i::lick on board at present. I am &c. 

(Signed) ROGER Cu4Trs. 

f Office Copy.] 

Letter from the WAR OFFICE to Sm GEORGE YONGK 

DOWNING STREET, 21st 111ay, 1800. 

Srn,-It is necessary I should apprize you of the Steps tak •n 
hy His Majesty's Ministers with regard to M. do Vermaak, who 
lately arrived here under the charge of Captain Robinson of the 
Regulus, on board of which Ship he was sent home by ord r of 
Brigadier General Fraser, then commanding at the Cape; not only 
that you may be aware of the decision on his particular case, but 
that a more regular mode of proceeding may be observed should 
any similar occmrence hereafter arise. 

On the present occasion, it appears evident from the Papers 
transmitted by Brigadier f1eneral l<'raser that M. Vermaak has 
been in correspondence with His Majesty's Enemies and he has in 
consequence been sent out of this Country uncler the authority of 
the Alien Act, with strict injunction not to return to any of His 
Maj(•Rty's Dominions. 
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It has been at the same time intimated to him that if he should 
be found within the territories of the Cape of Good Hope he would 
be immediately brought to Trial for the offence on account of 
which he was sent to this Country. 

Instead of sending M. V ermaak to England to be tried before a 
Tribunal where the material witnesses could not be brought 
forward without such difficulties and delays as might eventually 
tend wholly to frustrate the object of his Trial, the Government 
of the Cape ought unquestionably either to have brought him to 
Trial on the Spot, or to have availed itself of the authority derived 
under the antient Constitution of the Colony to banish him from 
thence. 

[Original.] 

Lettc1· frorn MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS to the IlIGIIT HONOURABLE 
HENRY DUNDAS. 

CAPE OF Gooo HOPE, 21th Jfay 1800. 

DEAR Srn,-Having been solicited by Mr. Jessup, who has 
received an order from Sir George Yonge to leave this Colony 
and return home, for a letter to you expressing my sentiments 
with respect to his conduct during my administration here I 
have no reason to hesitate in saying that his conduct in the 
discharge of his duty as Searcher at the Custom-house was such 
as to merit approbation. I have &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

[Copy.] 

Letter from SECRETARY OROMMELIN to MR. ,JoIIN PRINGLE. 

F'ORT WILLIAM, 5th June ]800. 

Srn,-I am directed by the most Noble the Governor Gener.tl 
in Council to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 
2Gth .T any. last, with its enclosures. 

His Lordship in Council adverting to the unfavoural.Jle State 
of the Market at the Cape for the Sale of Inclian Commodities, 
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as represented in your Letter, as well as to the original regula­
tions for the supply of that Settlement, and the repeatecl request 
of Lord Macartney on the suhject, has judged it expedient to 
determine that no further supplies shall be sent from the Com­
pany's Settlements in India, except upon regular Indents; I am 
therefore directed to tlesi.re that you will cause such Indents to 
be formed, and transmitted to the several Pre~idencies, as the 
necessities of the ettlement at the Cape may occasionally require. 

I am further directed by His Lordship in Council to desire, 
that you will be particularly attentive in the transmission of the 
Inclents at such early periotls as may afford sufficient time for 
the Articles to be imported at the Cape, without subjecting the 
Inhabitants to intermediate distress from the want of them, and 
that to guard, as far as may be in your power, against di;;appoint­
ment, by the miscarriage of Despatches, you will transmit the 
Inclents in Quadruplicate, as opport,unities may occur. 

As there must unavoidably be some risk in the transportation 
of the supplies, antl it is very desirable to prevent disappoint­
ment or inconvenience to the Inhabitants of the Cape, his Lonl­
ship in Council is of opinion that your first Inclents should he 
formed on a Scale sulliciently large to enable you to resen-e a 
considerable Stock on hand, as the Capture or Lo. s of the Ship 
in which the supplies may be sent, might otberwi e subject the 
Settlement to temporary distress. 

The most Noble the Governor General in Council has dircctecl 
the necessary Orders to be transmitted to the other Presiden<'ies, 
to prevent the exportation of further supplies to the Cape, except 
upon regular Intlents from thence. I am &c. 

(Signed) C. R 'nomrnu~, 
Secretary to Government. 

[Copy.] 

Duty on Cape Wines and Brandies. 

PARLTAJIJENT OF GREAT IlRITAIN, 

Hot:BE Ot' Co1,n10Ns, Jun, !Ith, 1800. 

The House in a Committee resolved, "That all spirits, imported 
from the Cape of Good Hope, should l,e su bjeet to the same 
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duties and drawbacks, as those imported from the \Vest India 
Colonies; and all wines from the Cape, be subject to the same 
duties and 1lrawbacks as those from Portugal." 

The following Duties have been fixed by Parliament on Wines 
and Brandies the produce of the Cape, imported into Great Britain, 
making a difference of £10-1-G in favor of each Tun, on the 
Custom Duty; and £5-rn-0 on the Excise Duty. 

Cape Wine Imported in Briti. h built ships into any Port of 
Great Britain except London, per Tun of 252 Gallons, Cons. Oust. 
£1G-l!i-0, Duty 179G £20-0-0, Convoy duty £1-G-6. Total 
Cust. £38-2-6. Excise £31-18 0. 

Cape Wine imported in Foreign Ships, per Tun of 232 Gallons, 
Cons. Cust. £19-12-0, Duty 17!)6 £20--0-0, Convoy duty £1-6-6. 
Total Oust. £40-18-G. Excise £31-18-0. 

Cape Brandies, or Sttong Water ; or Cordial Water, not other­
wise enumerated or described, the Gallon, Consul Oust. 2/10, 
Duty 179G 1it, Duty 1797 11j'l, Convoy Duty 2}0 a. Total 3/3JJ. 
J£xcise, 8ingle 7 /7;Double 14/!J. 

[ Oricinal.] 

Rrtracts from a Letter from VICE AmrrnAL CURTIS to 
E,·A~ N1 PR I.:{, EsQRE. 

Lanraater, ArnoNS DAY, 15th June 1800. 

The Four Rhips which sailed from England with Troops for this 
l'olo11y have all arrived. 

There has for a length of time been the most Tempestuous 
\V1•aLhcr in the Indian :4eas, and also in those a1ljacent to the 
Cape of ( :ood Hore. Ou the 28th of l\fay One , hip, two Brigs, 
atHI a Cutter, all Engfo1h, and a Danish :\forchaut Ship that 
wntnrc1l to remain in Tahle Bay, parted their Cables ancl drove 
on shore: One of the Brigs and the Cutt •r were Lcat to pieces­
the Engli h Ship and the other Brig have since been got off, but 
1 thi11k then! is little hopo of the Danish Ship being again got 
afloat. No Lives were losL. The Wind was from the N.\Y., and 
though it eould only Le called a ]fresh Calo, the Sea was pro­
digiously liiglt. 

(, igncd) 
Ill. 

IlOGE!t C'llltTIR. 
{I 
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[Copy.] 

Prodamation by SIR GEORGE YONGE, BARONET, &c. 

Whereas the encreasing population of this Colony renders it 
necessary that timely precautions should be taken to secure to 
the Inhabitants of the Cape Town and its vicinity the quantity 
of Butcher's Meat necessary for their daily consumption; and as 
the numerous Herds of Cattle with which this Colony abounds 
are not only fully adequate, under proper regulations, to supply 
the wants of its Inhabitants, but also to afford refreshments and 
supplies to the Ships that occasionally touch here; I do there­
fore hereby order and Command, and it is hereby ordered and 
Commanded, that it shall not be lawful for any Butcher who 
shall have opened his Shop on the beginning of the year to close 
th~ same until twelve Months shall have expired, unless he shall 
be able to assign sufficient reasons for so doing, which reasons 
must be laid before, and approved of by, the Burgher Senate, 
under the penalty of one Thousand Rixdollars ; nor shall he be 
at liberty to purchase a greater number of Cattle in the Country 
than what is necessary for the supply of his shop, and having 
purchased the Cattle, it shall not be lawful for him to keep hack 
the same from the Market in order to enhance the value thereof; 
and all persons desirous of following the Butcher's trade must 
give notice of their intention to the Burgher Senate on or before 
the first day of November every year previous to their opening 
their Shop on the first of January. 

And whereas regulations have already been made respecting 
the price both of Sheep and Bullocks ; yet no fixed rate per pound 
has been till now established, I do therefore hereby publish and 
make known that henceforth the following rates shall be the 
only lawful ones at which Butcher's Meat shall be sol<l at per 
pound in the Cape Town and its vicinity : that is to say Market­
able Beef not less than two pounds ancl a half for a skilling, 
prime sort of Beef two pounds for a skilling, Mutton not under 
two pounds and a half for a skilling. And whereas in conse­
quence of the present improper mode pursued hy the Farmers 
in breeding and fattening their Sheep, the weight thereof has 
considerably diminished, so that a Sheep that formerly weighrnl 
}'ifty 01 Sixty pounds now only ,reighs thirty or forty; I do 
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hereby authorize and empower the Burgher Senate whenever it 
shall appear to them that the Sheep from proper management 
shall arrive at their usual weight, to encrease. the quantity that 
the Butchers are by law to supply to the Inhabitants for one 
skilling ; and in order that no person or persons may be able to 
plead ignorance of these my regulations and Commands, I do 
hereby order and require that these presents may be published 
and made known in the usual manner ; and moreover that Copies 
of them may be affixed and distributed throughout the Colony. 

Given under my Hand & Seal, Castle of Good Hope this 
23rd day of June 1800. 

(Signed) GEO. YONGE. 

[Copy.] 

Proclmnation- by Sm GEORGE YONGE, BARONET, &c. 

Whereas by a Proclamation bearing date 25th of May 1774 
certain Laws and Regulations were established for the preservation 
of the Game in this Colony; and as it appears that the aforesaid 
Proclamation through lapse of time and other circumstances is no 
longer considered to be in force : I do therefore by Virtue of the 
powers and authorities in me vested, hereby publish and make 
known that the following Laws and Regulations on that head shall 
in future be strictly followed and observed throughout this Settle­
ment, viz. no person whatever shall be at liberty to shoot or kill 
<lame, either by dog, net, Snare, or Gun, unless he shall have 
pr~viously obtained a Licence to that effect; that is to say, all 
persons residing in Cape Town and the District thereof from the 
Oflice of the Secretary of the Colony ; and all others from their 
respective Landrosts; for which Licence they shall pay the Sum 
of five Rix<lollars Annually; and any person or persons killing, 
taking, or destroying Game without the said Licence sh9.ll forfeit 
on Conviction the Sum of :Fifty Rixdollars, one half of which shall 
Le for the benefit of the informer. And in order to define what 
Animals in this Colony come under the description of Game, the 
following are to be considered as such : Hares, Partridges, Phea­
sants, Korans, •Wild Peacocks, and the whole Antelope or Deer 
l-lpecies. Be it further known that it shall not be lawful for any 

0 ~ 
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Person to kill or destroy that noble Bird the Ostrich, which is 
now almost become extinct here, under the Penalty upon Con­
viction of Fifty r..ixdollani, besides Six Months Imprisonment, the 
whole of the fine to go to the informer ; nor is it any longer 
permitted to take or destroy the Eggs of that Bird, or to Sc~ or 
dispose of the same, under the Penalty of Fifty Rix.dollars, one 
half of which penalty shall be for the informer. 

And whereas, notwithstanding there exists a Law in this Colony 
strictly forbidding the shooting or destroying of , ea Cows or 
Zebras, yet it appears upon enquiry that in defiance of the Law 
that practice is still continued, in consequence of which they are 
both nearly extinct, except in the remote parts of the Settlement, 
I do therefore, in order to save the few that remain and if pos ible 
to encrease their number, renew and restore the aforesaid Law to 
all its force and Vigour; it is however hereby permitted to catch 
zebras when young, provided that the same can be tamed and 
made use of for domestic purposes. 

Aud in order the better to preserve the Game and to encrcase 
the same, I do hereby prohibit and forbid any person or persons to 
take, kill, or destroy any Partridge , Pheasants, Korans, or \Vild 
l'eacocks from the first day of August till the first day of Ue­
ccmbcr, that being their breeding Season, nor to shoot at, or kill 
either by Snare or Cun, or to c.·pose for Sale any Deer, IIareK, or 
Antelopes between the first of September and the first of ,January, 
that being considere<l as the Season in which they bring forth their 
Young. And any person or persons who shall act contrary to 
these my positive Onlers an<l Commands shall upon Conviction of 
their havi11g tran~grcs~ecl the Same pay a fine of Fifty Hi. 1lollars, 
one half of which shall be for the benefit of the infumwr; aucl any 
Hotteutot or pcrilon of Colour transgressing against the Laws an<l 
Hegnlalions hereby l'Stabli~hl'1l, if unable to pay the fine, shall 
upon ConYiction, if a free person, be impri uned fur the spa 'l' of 
three :Months, an<l if a Slave, he shall he obliged to work aL the 
public works for the same space of tillle, unle s hi :\Ia ter slwulll 
pay the penalty hy Law estah]i:,hed, arnl thereby relea e him. 

Auel further It is hereby dedarecl to be unlawful for any pernon 
to employ either Slave or Hottentot in taking, killing, or destroy­
ing Game for them, unless they shall have taken ouL a re.,ular 
License or Qualification for the Same, arnl the like painH arnl 
l'l'JUtlties arc afli:ecl to thi~ offence, and the s,w1e h •ndlL accnll' 
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to the informer, as in any of the preceding ones, and any person 
or persons selling or destroying of ame either in Cape Town or 
it.a vicinity, or any person or persons having Game at their Table 
during the time h1 hicli it is forbid to kill the same, aball upon 
Conviction be liable te the same Penalties aa if they had actually 
killed it ; and the same reward shall go to the informer as in the 
former instances. 

As Panws or Wild Peacocks are become e tremely scarce, I do 
hereby order that till twelve Months shall have expired from the 
date of th81!8 present.a, none shall be killed or destroyed within 
One Hundred miles of the Cape Town, and in order to increase 
the breed once more I do further order and Command, and it is 
hereby Ordered and Commanded,. that every third Year shall be 
considered as a Jubil Year, in which none shall be killed, under 
the penalty upon Conviction of Fifty Rixdollars . 

.And notice is hereby given that no Game either alive or dead 
will be suffered to j)888 the Barriers into Cape Town, unless the 
Beaier thereof shall himself be a qualified person to take or kill 
the same, or that he shall be provided with a passport from the 

n that eends the Game, specifying for whom it is intended; 
and all persons having the permission--of Government to cut Wood 
in the Cape Downs, are hereby strictly enjoined not to suffer their 

lav to take Guns with them when they go to fet.ch the wood, 
under the further penalty ~ tbrfeiting their License, besides 
incurring ihat already established. 

And in order that theee my Orders and Commands may be 
carried into eft'eot with all pollllible at:riemell and ation, is 

n Imeet.i_,, to ~ in. their several 
• • ct, to m&k t.beee my inaent- • "ble, Mld to 

all 111 Iuabit.aau aa ah&1l hM9 taken 
t.heir regular • 1io kill , to be aent tio the diffiila-. 

• Com i. in their Dis • , wi&h atriot injunction& to 
lmaep a hl 91e 8UCh other Inbabltanm u ahall ha 

tecl tbe 
under 1b.J at of B thii 
of J 1800. 
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[Copy.] 

Proclamation by SIR GEORGE Yo~GE, BARONET, J:c. 

Notice is hereby given that Messrs. Walker & Robertson have 
my permission to set up a printing press and to publish a ews­
paper weekly, and the aforesaid persons are to be considered as 
the Sole printers of Government and the only licensed printers in 
this Colony; nor shall any Public Order, Vendue or Mercantile 
Notices, Bills of Sale or Advertisements be published but by the 
said printers, either in their Newspaper, or hand Bills, printed by 
them, And all matters so printed by them shall be deemed 
Sufficient otiees of such Matters ; and any other person or 
persons attempting the same will be subject to the prosecution of 
the Law, besides having their printing Materials Seized and 
confiscated, and besides paying for every Offence against this 
Order, on Conviction, a fine of One Thousand Rixdollars. 

Castle of Good Hope, 21st day of July 1800. 

(Signed) GEO. Yo~GE. 

[Copy.] 

Proclamation by Srn GEORGE YONGE, BARONET, &c. 

Whereas representation has been made to me that notwith­
standing the Regulations already made in order to prevent tho 
buying or receiving stolen Goods in the Houses of Cape Town, that 
several thefts continue from time to time to be committed, which 
would not be the case if those orders were strictly adhered to 
and observed,-And Whereas it appears that several Houses are 
kept and inhabited here by slaves, who, being no longer under 
the Controul of their Masters, behave in a manner r •irardless of 
the Law and subversive of regularity and good order; I do there­
fore hereby order and direct, and it is hereby ordered and directed, 
that henceforth it shall not be lawful for any , lave to hire a 
House or Room, or to dwell or reside out of that of his Master's 
or Mistress's, under the forfeiture, not only of Fifty Rixdollars to 
be paid by the Master or Mistress by whose consent or know-
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ledge such slave or slaves shall have so acted, but also a fine of 
Fifty Rixdollars to be levied on any person that shall have let 
such House or Room, independent of corporal punishment to be 
inflicted on the slaves that shall be detected having transgressed 
these my orders and Commands. 

And altho' this proclamation is intended to prevent a slave 
from dwelling or carrying on any trade or business on their own 
account, the Master or Mistress shall nevertheless be at liberty 
to hire out his or her slave or cause them to work elsewhere, and 
to suffer them to reside with those in whose employ they are, 
provided that such slave or slaves shall be furnished with a note . 
purporting the name of the person to or with whom he or they 
are hired or allowed to dwell, which note being likewise counter­
signed by the person to whose care such slave or slaves are 
entrusted, is to be exhibited at the Fiscal's office, under pain of 
becoming liable to the before-mentioned penalties. 

Given under m~ Hand & Seal, Castle of Good Hope 23rd 
July 1800. 

(Signed) GEO. YONGE. 

romce Copy.] 

Letter from the w AB OmcE to SIB GEORGE y ONGE. 

Downiro STaur, HA JtJlr 1800. 

SIR,-1 have received your Letters of the Dates mentioned in 
the Margin, and have had the honor to 

lit.It January 1800• lay them before The King. 
12th Do. Do. 
8th February Do. With respect to the disturbances which 
8th Do. Do. broke out at Graaff Reinet, there can 

One without Date. be no doubt that their origin is in 
29th Haroh 1800, 

PriYate. a great degree to be attributed to the 
cruel and oppressive treatment of the 

Hottentots, Caftres, and Natives by the White Inhabitants. Con­
sidering the e tent of Country over which the latter are dispersed, 
t~e rude and uncultivated state in which they have hitherto 
lived, and the wild notions of Independence which prevail among 
them, I am afraid that any attempts to introduce Civilization 
and a strict Administration of Justice will be slow in their 
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progress, and likely, if not proceeded upon with caution and 
management, rather to create a spirit of resistance or a disposition 
to migrate still further from the seat of Government than to 
answer the beneficent views in which they might be undertaken. 
In fact it appears to me that the proper system of Policy to 
observe towards these Persons would be to interfere as little as 
possible in their domestic Concerns and interior ccconomy, and 
to consider them rather as distant Tribes dependent upon His 
Majesty's Government than as Subjects necessarily amenable to 
all the laws and Regulations established within the immediate 
Precincts of that Government. The mutual advantages arising 
from Barter and Commercial Intercourse ought to be the great 
link of Connexion between them and Us ; and by a strict adher­
ence to good faith and justice in all the relations which may 
result from such Intercourse, joined to an efficient protection and 
occasional Acts of kindness on the part of Government I conceive 
we shall more effectually ensure to ourselves their attachment and 
the benefits to be derived from it, and to them a state of gradually 
improving comfort and Civilization than by any hasty attempt 
to substitute our Laws and Customs to the Institutions and 
Habits, however imperfect and barbarous in some respects, under 
which they have hitherto lived. Whilst I feel satisfied that this 
line of conduct will be the most proper as a system of Policy 
towards these Persons, I entirely agree with you that to ensure 
due respect and :fidelity on their part to the British Government, 
an imposing military Force is essential; and for this, as well as 
for many other reasons, it will afford me great satisfaction to learn 
that the two fine Regiments which have been sent from this 
Country are arrived safe at the Cape. 

On the subject of Mr. Vermaak who was sent to Englan<l as 
a State Prisoner, I have no doubt that he really is the disaffocted 
Person you represent him to be; and it appears to me not 
improbable that he may have been guilty of some Acts of Treason 
against His Majesty's Government ; but I must observe that the 
mode of proceeding against him appears to me to have been, on 
the one hand, arbitrary, to an unnecessary degree, and on the 
other, precisely that which was most likely to defeat the Entls of 
Public Justice and Public Example. At the Cape Facts were 
alledged against him, and Evidence existed upon which he might 
have been arraigned and brought to Trial before the Courts 
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existing there. Instead of this, he is sent to be dealt with 
according to Law in England, where the Laws could not reach 
him; where, if they could, no Witnesses or Evitlence could be 
produced and sulJstantiated, and where he had a right immediately 
to claim the benefit of the Habeas Corpus. The consequence is 
that Vermaak is necessarily released ; having, if innocent, a right 
to complain that he was harshly driven from the Cape and his 
Property without any judicial investigation there, and if guilty, 
(as I own there appears strong ground to presume he was) the 
Public Interest at the Cape suffers by his removal, both in the 
administration of Justice and in the example of the Punishment 
which, in that case, he ought to have suffered. I do not wish by 
these observations on what I conceive was a mistaken conduct 
on the part of General Fraser in this case to abridge the Power 
given to you by the 29th Article of your Instructions to send 
away disaffected Persons from the Settlement; but it is a Power 
not to be recurred to for offences cognizable in the Courts there. 

It is certainly right that you should possess such authority, as 
a precaution against Adventurers and Strangers coming to settle 
at the Cape, but it should not be put in force against the Natives 
or Inhabitants who have been long e~ablished there, unles·s under 
very peculiar and delicate circumstances, which cannot frequently 
occur. I have only to add that Mr. V ermaak, before he was set 
at liberty, was informed that in case of his Return to the Cape 
he would be proceeded against criminally and with the utmost 
rigour. I have therefore reason to believe that he has no such 
Iuteution. 

Considering Banishment from the Settlement as a mode of 
Punishment to be awarded by the Tribunals there in certain cases, 
I certainly approve of the mode suggested by you for carrying such 
sentence into execution by sending tlrn Persons conrlemned to 
Botany Bay, but no Person is to be liable to this Sentence except 
it should be the result of a regular Trial in some competent 
criminal Court established within the Settlement. 

I cannot help, by this opportunity, repeating what I have already 
remarked to you on a former occasion : that your Predecessor is 
very far from deserving the blame you appear to impute to his 
administration on account of the state of the Barracks, the Pier 
and the Public Builtlings at Cape Town. During his Government 
he represented, as became his duty, that they were uot iu good 
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condition, and that it would require a. considerable Sum to put 
them in complete repair ; but that at a much less expence they 
might be kept in a serviceable situation during the War. The 
latter mode of proceeding was approved of, and I have reason to 
believe followed, it being the wish of His Majesty's Government 
(in which it was properly seconded by Lord Macartney's very 
laudable attention to economy and to the letter of his Instructions) 
to avoid as much as possible running into expence for the Public 
Establishments and Buildings of the Settlement, until it should be 
finally ceded to this Country by the restoration of Peace. If this 
was a wrong view of the subject, the fault rests, not with Lord 
Macartney, but with me ; and your candour must allow me to 
add that, right or wrong, it ought not to have been altered without 
reference to me, and without fresh Instructions and authority from 
home. Whilst I am upon this subject, I must frankly observe 
to you that you appear to have mistaken the nature of your 
situation and of your Commission, and the extent to which the 
Power you derive from them is limited, as well by the general 
regulations which apply to all civil Governments abroad, as by the 
specific Instructions which you received with your Commission. 
Under those Regulations and Instructions you were not at liberty 
to authorize or order any extraordinary expence, either in erectin<• 

0 

new Buildings or making any extensive alterations or repairs in 
those now existing, without consulting with the Chief Engineer in 
the Colony, whose Plan, with an Estimate and Report should have 
been sent home for consideration and approbation, before any steps 
were taken for carrying it into effect. In like manner, every 
other case of extraordinary Expence should, in the first instance, 
have been submitted to His Majesty's Consideration, with the 
grounds on which it was propo~ed, before it had been incurred. 
In this respect I am afraid that you are so far from having 
properly understood the line of conduct it was expected you would 
observe, that several extraordinary issues of Public Money from 
the Civil Revenue of the Colony have, I have reason to apprehend, 
been made not only without any previous approbation from home, 
but even without any subsequent Report being made, or notice 
taken of them in your Correspondence with me or the other 
branches of His Majesty's Government. Of this nature several 
instances have been mentioned to me, of which I have not the 
least intimation from yourself. At present I shall only advert to 
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one or two. I have heard that an allowance of fifteen hundred 
Pounds has been made by your authority to Brigadier General 
Fraser, being six months Salary u Lieutenant Governor, to which 
you conceived him entitled as Commaodiu~ Officer at Cape Town 
during the absence of Lieutenant General Dundas, then up the 
Country. I am far from making any reflection upon the merits of 
General Fraser's conduct during the absence of the Lieutenant 
Governor from the actual Seat of Government, but I must obeerve 
that the Lieutenant Go~or'e Salary depends upon His Majesty's 
Commission and not upon the favor of the Governor, that without 
holding His Majesty's CommiBBion no right to such allowance 
could be acquired by Brigadier General Fraser, that granting the 
allowance of Lieutenant Governor to a second Person, merely 
because the Pel'SOn who holds that office was absent from the Seat 
of Government, though still within the Colony, is inadmissible in 
every respect, and would create a most dangerous Precedent. Had 
the Lieutenant Governor even been absent or dead, such a 
proceeding, though less open to objection, in that case would have 
exceeded the bounds of your authority, nor does it afford any 
justification of the measure that the Lieutenant Governor during 
this period was holding the vacant;....situation of Governor. In 
short nothing could authorue the issue of this sum but a Commission 
or Warrant from His Majesty to the Person receiving it ; and on 
theae grounds I apprehend it will certainly be disallowed in your 
ACCOQnts whenever they are submitted to the Auditors of Public 
Accounts. 

In like manner Report bas informed me of several new offices 
being cceated or revived, among which I shall mention that of 
Under Secretary to the Settlement. This office was abolished 
by Lord Macartney as unnecessary, and the revival of it is not 
likely to meet with His Majesty's approbation; but what I have 
principally to observe, in alluding to it, is that you are not 
tounded in creating any new office without His Ml\jesty's con­
sent previously signified, and that should such consent be ob­
tained (which in many instances I apprehend it would not) it 
would still be in His Majesty's option to name the Person by 
whom such office should be held, or graciously to leave it to 
your recommendation. 

Another subject which I cannot altogether omit to notice is 
your projected formation of a Botanical Garden at the Cape, 
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upon a scale which from its magnitude must necessarily involve 
a considerable expence. Perhaps for many reasons the Cape 
may be considered as a proper spot for the encouragement of 
Botany, but in the present situation of that Colony, and during 
the expensive and protracted 1.Var on the issue of which its fate 
depends, my opinion is that it is more expedient and judicious 
to confine ourselves to maintain the Botanical Garden upon the 
footing it has hitherto been, than to engage in the extensive 
and speculative Enterprize to which I now allude; but whether 
this opinion is well or ill foundecl is a matter of indifference 
with respect to the Principles which ought to govern your l>ro­
ceedings in the exercise of the J.elegatecl authority you have 
received from His Majesty; and as I have already explained 
the nature of it, I shall now take leave of this unpleasant sullject 
by declaring to you that it is not less inconsistent with that 
Principle and the TiesponsilJility arising out of it, than directly 
contrary to your Instructions, to create new Civil Offices or to 
embark in any Enterprize involving a considerable expence, 
either in the shape of a new Establishment or new W urks ancl 
Buildings, or of material alterations in Lhuse now existing ( except 
in cases of real emergency or urgent necessity) without having 
previously obtained His Majesty's Uonsent and Approbation 
through the proper Department at home. I should have been 
enabled to have written to you with some precision upon these 
subjects, if they had been at all adverted to in any of the Reports 
I have hitherto received from you, or if I had been furnished, 
as I expected, in conformity to the practice established in the 
Government of the Cape, with Monthly and Quarterly Accounts 
of the Civil Revenue and Expenditure of that Settlement. No 
such Accounts have reached me since your anival there, and I 
am consequently at a loss to know what have been the increased 
Charges upon the Civil Revenue during your Government, or 
to form any specific opinion as to the propriety of the several 
services or appointments for which they have been incurred; 
but speaking generally and from report, it certainly appears to 
me that some, from their nature, arc not likely to be allowed. 

The Proclamation issued by you on the 3rd of :February last, 
relative to the disposal of prize Goods brought into the Cape, 
meets with His Majesty's entire approbation. It is not necessary 
to advert in detail to the other orders and Proclamations you 
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have issued. In general they appear to have been expedient 
and proper. Observing however that some of them tend to 
impose new burthens at the Cape, I must just remark that the 
power vested in you of ordering and levying new Taxes is one 
which should be used with great caution and delicacy, not only 
on account of the effects it may have on the Industry and public 
Temper of the Colony, but also with a reference to the Taxes 
now existing, which may be rendered less productive if those 
that arc superaddcd are not so combined as not to interfere with 
the former. 

·with respect to sending supplies of Coals to the Cape, the 
Price of }freight is so enormous as to make it desirable that fuel 
for the public Service should if possible be procured from Algoa 
Bay, where I understand then is wood in abundance, or from 
some other point. 

No Instructions can be given to the Ordnance for Stores until 
a. specific Return ii'! received from you, signetl by the respective 
commanding officers in the Artillery and Engineers Departments, 
of the particular Artides wanted by them for the public Scnice. 

I am af'raicl the arrangements you IJ.ave made for the Establish­
ment of a Harrack Office at the Cape are not consistent with His 
l\fajesty's Hegulations upon this Head; but upon this l1ranch 
of the pn lilic Sen ice I can only refer you to the Secretary at 
·war aucl His Hoyal Highness the Commander in Chief, with 
whom, jointly with the Barrack l\faster General, it rests to 
determine upon these points. 

With respect to the Colonial Investment alluded to in your 
correspondence, I mm,t observe that it was not required hy Lorcl 
Macartney or sent out from hence in any view of deriving a 
profit from it to the Colonial Hevenues, !mt solely to ensure a 
supply of the neeessary articles composing that assortment, at a 
moment, when the :,;pe0ulations of private adventurers were hy no 
means equal Lo the increasc<l consumption of the Settlement. 
Owing to the clelay unfortunately occa~ionccl by untowarcl circum­
stances in 1.he cleparture of that Investment from England, th:s 
state of allhirs was entirely ehanged on itc, arrival at the ( 'ape, 
whrrc, the :Market being them over·tockc<l, many of the articles 
were no longer saleahle. Upon the whole I am decidedly of 
opinion that it was a proper mode of relieving the Colony at the 
momL·11t the <lcniand was macle hy Lord Maeartncy, hut that the 
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care of supplying it hereafter with all articles of European goods 
and produce should be left to private speculations. 

The proper Administration of Justice is of so much Importance 
to the prosperity of the Colony and the Welfare of its Inhabitant:.s 
that I observe with satisfaction that you are engaged with the 
Fiscal in preparing a plan for remedying the defects now existing 
in this Branch of the public Service; and I entirely approve of 
your suggestion that two members of the supreme Court should 
make an Annual Circuit to correct abuses and to report to 
Government the Condition of the Colony. 

I entirely concur in all your Sentiments respecting the para­
mount importance of the Cape to this Country, and I can assure 
you it is by them that any advice I may think it my duty to 
submit to His Majesty, or any opinion I may state, will be 
uniformly governed. 

[Original.] 

Letter jr01n VICE ADMIRAL CURTIS to EVA..'< NEPEAN, ESQRF.. 

Jupiter, 81110:-.e BAY, 

CAPti: OJ' Gooo HOPE, 6th August 1800. 

Sm,-... The Trc1ncndous returned from her Cn1ize on the 
29th of the last Month, having been J<'orty days at f4ea, and seen 
nothing but an American Ship bound to the Rast Indies. 8he 
Cruized between the Latitudes of 35° 30' and 38° :rn' 8., and the 
Longitudes of 22° and 29° East, and met with dreadful "\Veuther 
the whole time she wa out. Her :Foremast was 8pnmg, but has 
been made secure again without having been taken out, and she 
carried away a Topmast and two Topsail Yards, and received 
much damage in her 8ails. Her Hull is greatly strained, and 
many Bolts in her Hanging Knees broke, which we are flecuring 
again by additional Bolts. Not having a I◄'rigate on the Station, 
and my Squadron reduced so low in numbers, I shall soon want 
the Tremendous to relieve the Diomede, and I am therefore obliged 
to defer making such reparation as we may be able to the J11pitcr, 
until the Trc1nc1Ul01ls is ready for Sea. 

From the French having adopted the measure of again having 
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a Squadron of Frigates at the Mauritius, their Lordships will 
perceive the expediency of my having constantly (were it possible) 
a suitable Force off that Island ; but their Lordships will also see, 
it is not in my power so to do : not only from the present appoint­
ment of my Squadron, but from the smallness of its number ; for 
such is the distance from this place to the Mauritius, that the 
Enemy's Ships attached to it, cannot be effectually watched from 
hence, unless I had ships enough to form into Three Reliefs, 
each of which to be of adequate force to the Enemy, who besides 
the Three ]frigates from Rio <la Plata, may probably have also the 
Frigate and Brigs supposed to be sailed from St. Maloes, exclusive 
of some Privateers from 20 to 30 Guns. Their Lordships however 
may be assured the Force under my Orders shall be employed in 
the manner which to the best of my Judgement shall be the most 
for His Majesty's Service .... I am &c. 

(Signed) ROGER CURTIS. 

[Original.] 

Return of the Ship~ of the Squadron at the Gape of Good 
Hope on the Gth Auyust 1800. 

Diomede, Cruizing. 

Lancaster, J 
Adamant, 
Rattlc.~1wkr, 
E11phrosyne Brig, 

Cruizing off the Mauritius. 

Jupiter, Bearing my Flag, Refitting in Simons Bay. 
Btar, In Simons Hay Refitting. 
Trcnu,ulous, In preparation to relieve tho Diomede. 

(Signed) RoGEU CunTIS. 
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[Office Copy.] 

Letter froni the \VAR OFFICE to MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS. 

DOWNING STREET, 7th August lSOO. 

Sm,-I have received and have had the honor to lay before the 
King your letters of the 4th and 21st of March last, together 
with the several Inclosures by which they were accompanied. 

The explanation you have given in the first of these letters, on 
the subject of the Claim of the Captors of the Cape, to a sum of 
money, arising from a Sale of Corn in the J>ublic Granary at the 
surrender of the Colony, is perfectly satisfactory ; and I am 
commanded to signify to you His Majesty's approbation of your 
having directed the said Sum to be repaid to the Prize Agent for 
the benefit of the Captors. 

I have great satisfaction in cor;.veying to you His Majesty's 
approbation of the whole of your Conduct during the period in 
which the Administration of the Colony of the Cape remained in 
your hands, and particularly of the zeal and ActiYity which 
marked your proceedings in putting an end to the troublesome 
and dangerous insurrection in the District of Graaff Heinett. I 
hope that the arrival of the powerful Iteiuforcement sent to the 
Cape, and the prudent and conciliating measures which the 
Governor will be instructed to observe towards the Inhaliitauts of 
that distant Territory, will have the effect of maintaining tran­
quillity and peace. 

Whenever the Exigencies of the Public Service may render the 
assistance of an a<l<litional Aid de Camp essential to you, as 
comman<lincr His Maje. ty's Troops, I certainly sltoul<l not be 
disposed to object to tho usual Allowances of such an appointm 'llt 
being defrayed out of the Hevemies of the Colony, but unless the 
duties of such an appointment are actually recp1ireJ an<l performed, 
I cannot feel myself warranted to approve of the Expenco being 
incurred. 
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[Original.] 

Lrttcr jl'01n Sm GEORGE YONGE to the RIGHT HONOURABLE 

Hr~~RY DuxnAs. 

CAPE 'fowN, August 12, 1800. 

Sm,-1 take the Opportunity of a private Conveyance to Inform 
you of the arrival of the 22nd and 34th Regiments in a wretched 
Sickly State owing to the most Shamefull want of Care and 
attention in fitting out the Ships for their Reception and their 
having Sickly Crews on Board which of Course Seized the 
Troops, and many Lives were lost. The Utmost Care has been 
taken of them on their arrival, & thank God most of those who 
survived are recovered, but the Regiments are much weakened, 
and they are rather a Disappointment than a Reinforce~ent. 
'fhis is the more mortifying, not only because they have been so 
long expected to supply the Draft taken from this garrison for 
India, but Because by this means, the Garrison Is still Short of 
the often promised permanent Strength of 4000 men, so Indis­
pensihly necessary for the Protection of this Colony, which 
Government assured us \Ve might always depend upon. This 
makes me think It my duty to express again my wish for, at least, 
another Regiment of Cavalry, because this will be of Principal 
Service, rather than Infantry, from the Nature of the Duty 
re<p1ircd, and the still unsettled state of the Interior, owiug to the 
I ncurahle :Fickleness and restless Disposition of the Caffres & 
Hottentots, for which Service on account of the lJist.mce Cavalry 
i1-1 peculiarly usefull. I took the liuerty soon after my arrival 
lnnnhly to request II.It.II. 'fhe Duke of York that such a Hegi­
mcnt might be spared if the Measure was approved of by 
Oovcrnment as wonld suit this kind of Service, and I have now 
to entreat your Interest to gett this Done, I need not add that 
this lleinforcement is not the less desireal:>le on account of the 
or<lers which the Admiral has lately received, in Consequence of 
which he has sent out all his Squadron, on a Cruize, so that now 
we have no naval Force at home to Protect us, should the Enemy 
Plan any attempt on this Colony. All these Circumstances leave 
me not without anxiety, though In every other Uespect the 
Colony is in a most prosperous State, and Its Inestimable Value 
grows every day more and more apparent, and every encourage-

111. p 

 

 



210 Records of the Gape Colony. 

ment being given to the Industry of the Inhabitants, there is 
reason to hope the happiest effects from It, and that Its In­
exhaustible Resources will more and more appear, and the Benefit 
of them be soon felt. I have &c. 

(Signed) GEO. YONGE. 

[Copy.] 

Proclamation by Sm GEORGE YONGE, BARO~ET, &c. 

Whereas it appears upon enquiry that no alteration has hitherto 
been made in the levying and collecting of the Tithes upon the 
produce of the Colony, and that notwithstanding the price of every 
article is considerably increased since the Surrender of the Colony 
to His Majesty's Arms, yet the Tithes have been paid in proportion 
to the prices fixed by the Dutch East India Company, much to 
the prejudice of His Majesty's Revenues; I do therefore order and 
direct, and it is hereby ordered and directed, that henceforth the 
Tithes upon every produce of the Colony subject to that duty 
shall be levied and collected by the person appointed for that 
purpose, in proportion to the Market prices of the Town, with this 
exception howe,er that every Article delivered to Government, 
the Tithes shall be leYied in proportion to the price paid by 
Government. 

And whereas it moreover appears that there is no difference in 
the mode of paying the duty upon Wine and Brarnly coming from 
the Country to Town, aud that notwithstanding the Brandy 
1>roduces double the price of Wine, an equal duty of Three Rix­
dollars is levied upon a leager of Wine & Brandy, I do hereby 
authorize the Collector of the Tithes henceforth to lovy a dnty of 
Six Rixdollars upon every leager of Brandy coming to Town, 
instead of Three Ilixdollars which is to continue to Le paid u1>0n 
a !eager of Wine. 

And in order to prevent the l◄'armers defrauding Government 
of its just duties, the Collector of the Tithes is hereby authorized 
to open and examine every bag or Leager previous to his receiving 
the Duties thereon and allowing the \Vaggons to pass to Cape 
Town. 

And in order that thcSl' my Commands may Le made as public 
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as possible, I <lo further direct that Copies thereof shall be printed 
and stuck up at the usual places in the Colony, and that each 
Veld Wagtmeester shall be supplied with a Copy by their 
respective Landclrosts. 

Given under my Hand & Seal at the Castle of Good Hope this 
1-.lth clay of August 1800. 

(Signed) GEO. YONGE. 

[Copy.] 

Proclamation by Sm GEORGE YONGE, BARONET, &c. 

"\Yhereas the Amelioration and Improvement of the Wines of 
this Colony is a Matter of the highest Importance and Benefit, not 
only to the Inhabitants in general, but likewise to the Troops in 
Garrison and to the Crews of His Majesty's Ships on this Station, 
as well as to all others that occasionally touch here for Provision 
and Hefreshment, I Rave therefore judged it Expedient and proper, 
by Virtue of the powers and authorities in me vested, to appoint 
Richard Blake, Esqr., Chief Taster and Examiner of all -Wines 
anu Brandy, and other Spirituous L-iquors, either made in, or 
imported into this Colony, and Arend de Waal, Esqr., Deputy 
Taster and Examiner of the same, with full powers and Authori­
ties to enter into, taste and Examine the same in any Cellar, 
\Va.rehouse, Public House, or any pln.ce whatsoever, where Wines 
ancl Brandy, or other Liquors as aforesaid, are Sold, either Whole­
sale or Retail; and if after having tasted the said Wine or Brandy, 
or other Liquors, the same shall be found of an improper Quality 
to be vended, they shall be at liberty to destroy it ; and any 
Person or Persons attempting to Sell such improper Liquors shall 
upon Conviction be liable to pay a Penalty of One Hundred 
Hixdollars for every aum thereof found in his or their possession. 
And further, in order effectually to prevent any Wine or Brandy, 
or other Liquors of an improper Quality, being brought into Cape 
Town, I do hereby empower the said Richard Blake, Esqr., or his 
Deputy, to stop all W aggons bringing Wine or Brandy to Town, 
and lo open and taste the said \Vine or Brandy, or other Liquors ; 
and if found Sour, or of an improper Quality for Consumption, to 
report tlw same, and to prevent its passing into Town, and any 
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Person or Persons refusing to obey these my Positive Oruers and 
Commands, or attempting to hinder or impede the aforesaid 
Officers in the Execution of their Duty, shall upon Conviction pay 
a penalty of One Hundred Rixdollars. 

Given under my Hand & Seal at the Castle of Good Hope this 
14th Day of August 1800. 

(Signed) GEO. YOXGE. 

[Copy.] 

Ext?·acts from a Report of the COMllHSSIONERS MAY IER anrl 
SOMERVILLE to Sm GEORGE YoxGE. 

14th of Augmt 1800. 

We sent a Messenger to Guyka charged with the following 
distinct Message, & he was positively ordered to have no Com­
munication with the Rebels, but to go directly to Guyka himself 
& to inform him that these Rebels had come to this Colony, 
threatening us with War & Invasion in G11yka'.~ name, & to 
complain of these Rebels to Guyka. Our Messenger returned, & 
the Result but too well proves that the Precautions we had used 
were well founded, for Guyka's answer is this : That he rejoiced 
that Peace was proposed, & he expressed his re<!I'et that some of 
his Caffres had committed some Thefts, & he hacl no Objection to 
our punishing them, but he would enter into no Treaty without 
the Rebel Buys, and he wished to see Somerville, the second 
Commissioner, and "William, the son of Klaas Prinslo, our Mes­
senger might return with him. But the Principal Orounds on 
which he u·ould con.~cnt to niake Peace m11st be the Rrlrasr. of the 
Pri.~oncrs confined in the Castle who he sai,l wcro his Allies, & 
without this he could have no Faith in any Peace. That he 
trusted this Demand made in a friendly manner would Le acecdeu 
to as a peremptory Demand, & that no Presents of whatever Value 
would be received without tlw Rdcc1,.~e of the Prisoners, & that upon 
this as a Basis he expected to have Peace confirmed. It was upon 
this Answer, ascertaining the Truth of the Reports we had re­
ceived, that we resolved on collecting the Militia & calling for 
Reinforcements, but still without breaking with Guyka if it can 
pof1 iuly be avoided. 
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We are now but too well acquainted with the only Ground on 
which Guyka is disposed to make Peace, viz. the Release of the 
Prisoners in safety, & as the Absurdity & Indignity of such a 
Demand must be resisted with Firmness, your Commissioners are 
prepared to do it, should Guyka persist in his demand. By the 
above statement we hope we have justified ourselves in having 
demanded the Force we have assembled. 

15th of August. 

Examination of Christopher Botha, one of the fugitive Rebels, 
taken Prisoner & brought to the Drostdy of Graaff Reinet ; 

Who, being questioned, confessed that the Object of his & 
Buys's last Incursion into the Colony was to drive the English out 
of the Colony. That they made no Secret of it, but published it 
to several Boers, & that the Expedition was undertaken by the 
Command of Guyka. That Frans Kruger was to be General, and 
Uorn. :Faber second in Command. That De Beer was the third, 
Fred was to be Fourth, and Buys was to be Sovereign. 
That the Expedition advanced as far as Baviaans River, but they 
were beat back by a Caffre Ohief who was independent of Guyka, 
named Kango, who said he would not have the Peace disturbed. 

That the Plan was to seize the Commissioners & carry them into 
Caffreland, & there treat them exactly as thrl English should treat 
the Boers confined in the Castle. That many Stratagems were 
planning to seize the Commissioners for this Purpose, and that the 
Invitation from Guyka for them to come & meet him in Caffre­
land was for this Purpose, and that Guyka was very near tempted 
to murder the Commissioners when they went to meet him in 
December 1799. 

[ Copy of translation. J 
Criminal Claim and Conclttsion made and demanded by the Fiscal 

versus lffarthinus Prinslo and his Accomplices. 

Appeared before the Worshipful President & Members of 
the Court of Justice of this Government, The Fiscal Willem 
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Stephanus van Ryneveld Ratione Officio Prosecutor in Criminal 
cases, versus 

1. Marthinus Prinslo 
2. Adriaan van J aarsveld Senior 
3. Theunis Botha 
4. Gert Hendrik Rantenbach 
5. Barend Jacobus Bester 
6. Jean Isaak Bonte 
7. Petrus Frederick Rautenbach 
8. Godlieb Ertman Christiaan Koch 
9. Gerhardus Scheepers 

10. Pieter Ignatius van Kamer 
11. Lucas Meyer 
12. Zacharias Albertus van J aarsveld 
13. Willem Grobbelaar 
14. Jacob Johannes Kruger 
15. Willem Venter 
16. Paul Venter 
17. Gerrit Botha 

and 
18. Johan Kruger Senior 

All prisoners of Justice, and summoned in the said Case. 
Art. 1. And did in support of his Criminal Claim and Conclu­

sion alledge (2) That the second prisoner Adriaan van Jaarsveld, 
being indebted to the Orphan Chamber a Capital of 10,000 
Guilders Indian value, (3) on special Mortgage of the Building of 
his Loan Land called de Vrcde, situated at the Nieuwe Velds 
Berg, (4) suffered the Interest thereof during several years since 
1790 to run in arrears, (5) which caused the Board of the Orphan 
Chamber to give him warning for the repayment of the said 
Capital. 

(6) That the said second prisoner coming in the interim to Cape 
Town (7) paid into the hands of proctor Bernhardus de Vaal as 
Attorney to the said Board, the Interest up to the 31st of Decem­
ber 1791, (8) amounting to Rds. 441, (9) for which he received a 
regular Receipt on the 16th April 1794, (10) with which he 
departed to his home. 

(11) That afterwards when the Judicial Messenger of Graaff 
Reinet Gustaaf Erling on the 30th of March 1798 served upon the 
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said second prisoner summons for the repayment of the aforesaid 
Capital, with the Interest due, agreeable to the Sentence of the 
Court of Justice, (12) the said prisoner answererl the s1id mes­
senger (13) that he did not owe so much for Interest as was stated 
in the Sentence, (14) for he had paid the same up to the 31st of 
December 1794 (15) and delivered to the said Messenger the 
aforesaid Receipt in evidence thereof. 

(16) That this Receipt, being examined, very clearly appeared 
to have been falsified, (17) by altering the last figure 1 of the year 
1791, (18) to which period the Interest was therein stated to have 
been paid, (19) into 4, and thus forming 1794 out of 1791, (20) 
vide the Receipt itself, hereunto subjoined under the Letter C 
No. 2, (21) which forgery further most clearly appeared (22) when 
at the requisition of the Deputy Fiscal Petrus Diemel, (23) acting 
for the Landdrost of Graaff Reinet in Criminal Suits, (24) the 
Commissioners of this Court (25) examined the account, kept in 
the Orphan Chamber, of interest in arrears and capitals, (26) 
together with the aQ_counts kept by the said de Vaal as .Attorney 
to the said Orphan Chamber, (27) from which the said Commis­
sioners were perfectly satisfied (28) that the Interest had actually 
been paid only up to the 31st of December 1791. • 

(29) Wherefore the said Deputy Fiscal applied to the Court of 
Justice by petition, (30) requesting a warrant, which he obtained 
by a Decree of the 31st of May 1798 per Letter sealed with the 
Great Seal of the Court, (31) by which warrant the second prisoner 
was summoned personally to appear before the Court of Justice 
within the space of Six Months, (32) allowing this term on account 
of his dwelliug in so remote a part of the Colony, (33) in order to 
hear such demand and Motion (34) as the said Deputy Fiscal, in 
the name of the Landdrost of Graaff Reinet, (35) should make 
against the said second prisoner, in regard of the aforesaid Fraud, 
and to answer thereto, and further to proceed according to Law. 

(:IG) That altho' the second prisoner promised the said Messenger 
when he served the aforesaid summons, vide his Report, (37) that 
he would appear on the day (the 29th of November 1798) and 
place appointed, (38) yet when the cause was regularly enrolled 
on the said 29th of November 1798, he did not appear. 

(39) Wherefore your Worships, in consequence of the default, 
( 40) agreeable to the 53rd article of the Orclinance respecting the 
mode of proceeding in Criminal Cases, ( 41) decreed prise de Corps 
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on the summoned Adriaan van Jaarsveld, (42) which decree was 
transmitted to the Landdrost of Graaff Heinet l<'rans Heynhard 
Bresler to be duly executed on the Raid second prisoner. 

(43) That the said Land<lrost having received this Decree, 
caused the second prisoner to be f::ummoned by the Judicial 
Messenger of Graaff Heinet, to appear before him on the 17th of 
January 17!Hl, and being arrived, made the Recretary read the 
same to him, ( 44) whereupon the second prisoner answered in 
substance (4,j) Sir, I am afraid this will cause a disturbance among 
the people, ( 4G) and was put under arrest in one of the Hooms of 
the Landdro't's House, (47) in order to be escorted the ensuing 
day to the Cape. 

( 48) That the said Landc1rost having already received intelligence 
( 40) that, especially behind Bruintjes Iloogte and also near Zwart­
kops River, some of the Inhabitants intended to commit irregu­
larities, (50) and having more than once been eye and ear witness 
to the motions of revolt that were inade in the District of Graaff 
Reinet, (51) in which transactions the two first mentioned prisoners 
particularly signalized themselves, (52) and as the aforesai<l pointed 
answer confirmed him in his belief of the said intelligence, (G:3) he 
thought proper to take some additional precaution in sending the 
second prisoner up to Cape Town. 

(54) He therefore not only gave the second prisoner in charge of 
a Sergeant and two Dragoons, (55) who the ensuing day e, cortc<l 
him in a waggon belonging to , ecretary Oertel, who himself 
departed for Cape Town, (f>G) but also upon his being on the 
19th January informed of a Report (57) that the second prisoner 
was to be rescued by some of the Inhabitants of Graaf!' Heinet, 
(58) immediately despatched the Corporal and four Dragoons, 
forming the remaining pa1t of the Detachment stationed at the 
Drostdy, to follow the waggon of the sai<l Recretary O •rt l 
(59) in order to attend the Sergeant as far as the plaee called 
the Poort. 

(60) That moreover the Lanc1drost, on the 20th of ,January after 
divine Service, (61) caused the Bells to be rung, and communicated 
to the Inhabitants assembled the reason why the second prisoner 
had been apprehended ancl sent to the Cape, (62) exhorting them to 
conduct themselves in a peaceable manner, and to forbear opposing 
the Commands of those that were charged with the administration 
of ,J usticc. 
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(G3) That the said Corporal and his four Men who had been 
detached returned on the 21st of the said Uonth to the Drostdy 
(G4) with a Letter from Secrrtary Oertel, reporting all was well, 
an<l that he therefore sent these Men back. 

(65) That in the mean while the first prisoner Marthinus 
Prinslo, (GG) who dwells behind Rruir tjP'l Hoogte, (67) having 
heard of the apprehension of the second prisoner, and that he was 
sent towards the Cape, (68) immediately Commau<led a body of 
Men to arm themselves, and provided with powder and Balls to 
assemble (G9) in order to rescue the second prisoner. 

(70) That these Men accordingly repaired unto, and assembled 
at, the Farms of Jacob and Carel Erasmus, under the Command of 
the first prisoner, (71) who likewise departed, armed for the said 
purpose, in the night between the 19th and 20th January from his 
Farm. 

(72) That the first prisoner at t1te . 'fld of this Band, (73) among 
whom were 11th, 14th, 15th, an<l 16th Prisoners, (74) overtaking 
the waggon of Secretary Oertel on the 21st of January, (75) halted 
at a distance of about 100 paces, (76) and dispatched Pieter 
Erasmus and Barend de Klerk to deman<l the second prisoner 
from those who had him in charge. 

(77) That these said persons accordingly :.pproached the waggon, 
and executed this Commission, (78) adding that if they did not 
voluntarily deliver up Van J aarsveld, (79) he would be rescued by 
violent and bloody means. 

(80) That these persons' demand having been refused, (81) to 
which the Sergeant added (82) he was ordered not to deliver the 
second prisoner, and in case of his being attempted to be violently 
rescued, to blow his urains out, and <l.efend himself as long as he 
could, (83) they returned to the first prisoner, reporting to him 
what answer they had received. 

(84) That hereupon the first prisoner, accompanied by his Men, 
approached the waggon and repeated h.i.s lemand, (85) threatening 
that, in case of a refusal, he would employ uolence, and that in 
that case bloodshed would ensue. 

(8G) That altho' Secretary Oertel represented to the first prisoner 
and his Men (87) the bad consequences their conduct would draw 
upon themselves, (88) assuring them (8\)) that van Jaaroveld was 
sent to the Cape, not on account of what formerly happened at 
Craa/f Rcinet, (nO) but because he had falsified a Receipt, (91) and 
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at the same time exhorting them (92) to suffer him to proceed, in 
order to clear himself of that accusation, &c., (93) the first prisoner 
however repeated his demand, (94) saying in addition to it (95) 
130 Men were in readiness behind the hill, who had sent him, 
(96) further in substance adding (97) there is a second Matter 
which has already reached the long kloof, and which will break 
out on the first opportunity. 

(98) That the Sergeant, altho' he showed himself unwilling to 
deliver up the said Van Jaarsveld, (99) at last, on bci11g 
threatened and aEked for the prisoner the third time, (100) 
took Secretary Oertel aside, saying to him (101) that he was 
ready to obey his orders, but that his force was too weak, (102) 
so that they thought it advisable for them to deliver the second 
prisoner to the first and his armed Band, (103) which they actually 
did, (104) the second prisoner then saying unto the Men (105) 
Men, you had better let me go, you render both me and yourselves 
unfortunate. 

(106) That hereupon the second prisoner with the first prisoner 
and his Men did thence depart, (107) and went first to the :Farm 
of Dirk van den Bergh, (108) from whence the second prisoner at 
the request of the first wrote to Barend Burgers a Letter, (109) in 
which he acquainted him that the second prisoner haJ been 
rescued, (110) requiring him at the same time to come to them, 
(111) and mentioning a Letter which was also sent to the said 
Burgers, (112) in which the great intention that had already 
operated before would appear, (113) with this addition (114) "we 
shall expect your speedy arrival at Graaff Reinet in oruer to assist 
the good intended Decree of the Council with your Judgment; 
Malta, that impregnable place, has been taken some months ago 
by the National Convention; Bengal and Ceylon share<l the same 
fate. Salute, &c." 

(115) That on the same day the hereunto subjoined note marked 
L" N was wrote, (116) by which some Men were commanded, in 
the name of the voice of the people, to be present at the place of 
P. Rautenbach the seventh Prisoner on the 25th of January, with 
arms and Ball Cartridges, (117) that the writer of the said re­
quisitory note has not however been discovered. 

(118) That after the third prisoner had also headed some armed 
Men, and rode to the River of Graaff Reinet, (119) the first and 
second and some of the other prisoners, accompanied by upwards 
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of 100 Men mostly armed, proceeded to the place that is called 
the Second Drift, situated near the Drostdy of Graaff Reinet. 

(120) That both the transaction respecting the second prisoner 
and the appearance of so many armed people induced the Landdrost 
& Heemraden, (121) not having a sufficient force then at hand for 
opposing the first Prisoner and his Iland, (122) to resolve to shew 
as much compliance as they possibly could, (123) in order to calm 
the minds of the multitude, (124) at the same time patiently 
expecting the necessary assistance from Cape Town (125) in order 
to quell the insurrection and reestablish good order in the District. 

(126) That, pursuant to this disposition, they resolved to 
dispatch the Heemraden Hermanus Olivier and Andries Adria.an 
Smit to the assembled multitude, (127) in order to enquire into 
the nature of their proceedings. (128) That having repaired thither, 
they received for answer that the Men had assembled there 
to ask for what reason Van J aarsveld had been apprehended 
and sent away, and at the same time to make some reasonable 
requests. 

(129) That hereupon the first prisoner, attended by three other 
persons, appeared in the Meeting of the Landdrost & Heemraden, 
and notified (130) that the disconte~ of the Inhabitants proceeded 
from the apprehension and sending away of the second prisoner,­
without first hearing him,-(131) on account of the former 
disturbances at Graaff Reinet, (132) and that they feared the same 
might happen to others also, &c. 

(1:l3) That altho' the Landdrost assured the first prisoner again 
(134:) that Van Jaarsveld bad been sent to the Cape for no other 
reason but for his having falsified a Receipt, and this transporta­
tion would have been effected by a Judicial decree, (135) they 
nevertheless insisted on his being provisionally released on 
Bail. 

(136) That at the same time, particularly the first prisoner in 
the name of some Inhabitants, requested to make a representation 
to Government (137) viz. that the Inhabitants dwelling nearest 
the Groot Vis Hiver might be allowed to drive their Cattle into 
Caffraria. 

(138) That during the Lantldrost & IIeemraden's deliberations 
on the subject, the Landdrost perceived (139) that i::rveral In­
habitants of Sneeuwborgen wore withdrawing to their homes, (140) 
RO that afler the Session was terminated, there remained no more 
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than about 30 persons of the Insurgents, who were Commanded 
by the first prisoner, (141) with which number it seems their 
Commander did not think it proper to undertake any thing I 
further. 

(142) That in the mean while the Landdrost & Heemraden 
caused a Copy to be given to the first prisoner, at his desire, of the 
hereunto annexed Letter sub La H No. 1, (143) which they had 
resolved to send to Government relative to the second prisoner, 
and the proposal made by the first prisoner respecting the plans 1 

on the other side of Groot Vis River. 
(144) That the first prisoner quitted the Second Drift of the 

Drostdy, with the remaining part of his Band, the ensuing day, 
and all of them being returned to their several homes, (145) he 
held a second meeting at his Farm the 28th January with the 4th, 
5th, and 7th Prisoners and several other persons, (146) among 
whom was Jan Botha and Coenraad de Buys, (147) the latter of 
whom had absconded from this Colony in the Dutch time, (148) 
residing ever since like a Vagabond among the Caffers on the 
other side of Groot Vis River, (14!J) where he kept a Caffer woman 
for his wife, agreeable to the custom of that nation, (150) by whom 
he had several Children, (151) for which reason the present 
Government would not admit him into this Settlement, (152) but 
considered him as an Outlaw and Vagrant. 

(153) Notwithstanding which it evidently appears both from 
the Confession of the 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, and 14th rrisoners, and 
different circumstances, (154) that the said Coenraad de Buys 
received intelligence from the first prisoner of what had happened 
respecting Van J aarsveld, (155) and that he thereupon left Caffraria 
and came to his place. 

(156) That at that time and place they resolved.,-(157) for 
which purpose it appears that more than a month previous to the 
transaction with Van J aarsveld the first or chief Ringleaders of 
the Mutineers had agreed together,-(158) to renew the former 
Graaff Reinet Patriotism, (159) by which some of the prisoners 
meant (160) to Conquer the District of Graaff Reinet by the 
Assistance of the Caffers, (161) others, to surprize the other District, 
in short to retake the Cape, as they called it, (162) and again 
others, to carry off the Landdrost of Graaff .Reinet and his Family 
from the Drostdy. 

(163) That the aforesaid Assembly wrote, read and sent off the 
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Letter hereunto annexed sub No. 1 (164) addressed to om good 
natured and faithful Co-Inhabitant A. P. van der Walt, (165) 
signed the General Voice of the People. 

(166) That among other things there was signified by the said 
Letter (167) that the plan of the people in general at the Gamtouws 
River, Zwartkops River, and the Bosjesmans River, was to retake 
the Colony, &c. 

(168) That after this both the said Coenraad de Buys and the 
first prisoner dispatched several circular Letters Commanding people 
to arm, (169) to be present at Graaff Reinet provided with ammu­
nition on the 12th of February following, (170) and some of the 
principal Insurgents repaired unto the Farm of Jan Bosch, situated 
at the distance of some hours riding from the Drostdy, two days 
previous to the appointed time, viz. the 10th of February, (171) in 
order to see whether foe number of Men would be sufficient to 
execute the plan they had concerted. 

(172) That there the said Uoenraad de Buys, the first and 
second prisoner, Jan Botha and Jan Bosch held a Meeting in 
which they resolvecf to deliver the Landdrost into the hands of 
Coenraad de Buys. 

(173) That the prisoners apparentll both from fear of the Field 
Commandant Hendrik Janzen van Rens burg, and the Field Cornet 
Thomas Dreyer, and some others (174) who faithfully adhere::! to 
their duty and shewed quite opposite sentiments (175) by not only 
refusing to combine with the prisoners, (176) but also even 
reporting to the Landdrost what happened in their Districts, (177) 
and from their finding their Uircular Letters procured them but 
few people, (178) agreed to postpone the execution of their plan 
to the 17th :February, (179) and order the Inhabitants of the 
Zwagershoek also to assemble for that purpose. 

(180) There is amoug the papers annexed to these presents an 
Original Letter marked La R then written by the 8th prisoner, 
and signed the Voice of the people, (181) by which the Burghers 
of Zwagershoek were required to appear armed on the aforesaid 
date at the Drostdy of Gran.ff Reinet, (182) on pain of being 
considered as Traitors to their Country. 

(183) That in the mean while the prisoners and Coenraad de 
Buis, in or<ler to encrease their party, spread a report (184) of the 
Lamldrost's inviting the Uaffers against the Inhabitants and 
provi(ling them with Powder and Lead, (18fi) the said prisoners 
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and de Buys making advantage of a Letter by them intercepted, 
(186) written by the Landdrost on the 18th December 1797 to the 
Field Commandant H. J. van Rensburg, (187) accompanying some 
Tinderboxes and other Trifles (188) which the Landdrost, according 
tv an old custom to preserve good harmony with the Caffers, had 
sent off as presents to the Chiefs of that nation, (189) and to 
which he had added 30 lbs. powder and 60 lbs. Lead, (190) not, of 
course, intended for the Catfers, (191) but, likewise according to 
custom, for the said Field Commandant to make use of in case of 
necessity requiring to send out armed Parties. 

(192) That the Landdrost having on the 13th of February 
r~ceived intelligence by a Letter from Barend Burger's wife, (193) 
that 25 armed Men were arrived again from Zwartkops River at 
her place, (194) and as, on the 14th (195) three armed Burghers 
were discovered skulking in the River near the Drostdy, (196) 
and that he between the 14th and 16th of that Month was 
constantly and carefully watched, (197) therefore used the precau­
tion of continually keeping in readiness the few Dragoons that 
were stationed at the Drostdy, (198) which occasioned the In­
surgents to suppose (199) that if they proceeded to violence, they 
were likely to meet with resistance at the Drostdy. 

(200) That at length on the appointed day, on the 17th of 
February, they again assembled to the number of upwards of 100 
armed Men at the said Barend Burger's, at three quarters of an 
hour's distance from the Drostdy, (201) at which meeting Coenraad 
de Buys and the second prisoner were present, (202) but the first 
prisoner did not attend, one of his children being ill. 

(203) That at this place Coenraad de Buys represented to the 
assembled multitude that among other things it was necessary to 
sign a paper (204) which some of the Prisoners state was a plan 
in what manner to treat the Landdrost, (205) others, it was the 
oath of Allegiance to the said de Buys, (206) and again others, it 
was a kind of conspiracy or engagement of reciprocal fidelity, (207) 
the real purport thereof has not however been discovered, (208) 
the said paper having been tom to pieces in a dispute that arose 
among them, notwithstanding some of them had signed it. 

(209) That the Revd. Mr. Ballot, Minister of the Gospel at 
Graatf Reinet, having in the mean while thought it his duty to call 
upon these Revolters, (210) in order if possible to reclaim them 
frum their error by proper exhortations, (211) 01· at least to prevent 
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them from committing any overt act of violence, (212) succeeded 
so far (213) as to retard the execution of the plan against the 
Landdrost, (214) they contenting themselves for that time with 
committing several insults on the same, (215) with retaining not 
only the Ileemraden in their way to the Drostdy, whither they 
were summoned to attend the Meeting, (21G) Lut also others who 
were going thither upon Lusiness, (217) and with ordering the 
Heemraden not to assemble at the Drostdy, (218) as this will 
more circumstantially appear from the Journal kept by the Lan<l­
<lrost, hereunto annexed sub La K. 

(219) That at the same time they formed, at Coenraad de 
Buys's desire, two Ranks at Burger's place both in the presence 
and after the departure of the Revd. Mr. Ballot, and were mustered, 
(220) and thereupon conducted themselves so as perfectly to evince 
(2:H) that they had in no manner desisted from their plan, (2:22) 
and that it was not so much the exhortation of the Reverend 
Mr. Ballot (2:23) as again the want of a sufficient number of 
Men (224) that made them resolve (225) to postpone till another 
time the final executitm of their intention. 

(22G) And the Landdrost's said Journal shews (227) that the 
mutinous conduct of these assembled Men continued to the 20th 
of the said ,Tanuary, (22S) that in the interval of the 19th 
February they kept the Road to the Cape beset by about 30 l\fen, 
(229) that the Insurgents having either received intelligence, 
or from the existing circumstances supposed, that Troops were 
coming, (2:30) insolently sent word to the Lancldrost and Heemra­
<leu (231) that if they did not take care that the March of the 
Troops was countermanded, (2:l2) they would then know what 
to <lo, (233) to which the Lamldrost and Heemraden consented 
(234) merely to preYent the consequences of hostilities, (235) so 
that the Lamldrost and Heemraden dispatched the here sub 
La II No. 2 annexed Letter to His Excellency the Commander in 
Chief accordingly. 

(23G) That after this the HeLels sent a note into the meeting 
of Landdrost and Heemraden, which note the second prisoner says 
he wrote at the request of the Men, (237) and which is here sub 
La If No. :3 in Copy suhjoined, (238) prescribing a Hule how the 
Caffers were to Le treatccl, (23D) viz. that no prescnt1> at all 
were to Le sent to them in future, (2-!0) concluding with these 
worcls: (:Nl) Our 1lesirc is that the Messages to the Caffcrs shall 
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not be forwarded to them but through our Fellow Burgher 
Coenraad de Buys. 

(242) The Land<lrost & Heemraden, (243) on the persons that 
brought the said note insisting upon a direct answer in writing, 
(244) gave the following answer: (245) The note being by us 
received shall provisionally be observed and the approbation of 
the Governor thereon requested. 

(246) That the aforesaid Rrnd with Coenraad de Buys and the 
second prisoner quitted the Drostdy and the Second Drift on 
the 20th of the said Month of February, (247) and some of them 
returned again to the place of the said J. Bosch, (248) among 
these were Coenraad de Buys and Jan Botha, surnamed one 
handed Botha, (249) which latter was, shortly after the last 
Meeting at Jan Bosch's charged with the forming of a Camp 
near the place called CJoega, situated two hours on the other side 
of the Zwartkops River, (250) in order to obstruct the march of 
the King's Troops, which they s.iem to have expected at the 
Zwartkops Bay. 

(251) That to the first prisoner, (252) who pretends to have 
remained at home on account of his Child's indisposition, (253) 
being then also arrived at Jan Bosch's, (254) a solemn oath 
was administered by Jan Botha, (255) which some of the 
prisoners say was an Oath of Allegiance to Coenraad de Buys 
and Jan Botha, (~G6) and others, that he thereby took upon him 
the task of repulsing the British Troops when advancing, (257) 
the first prisoner however has declared that the said Oath only 
bound him (258) not t0 betray Coenraad de Buys and ,Jan Botha. 

(259) That after this transaction Coenraad de Buys returned 
to Caffraria, (2GO) and Lran Botha departed to the aforesaid Camp 
at Coega, (2Gl) in order to have with the third and fourth 
prisoners the charge of opposing the English Troops on their 
Arrival. 

(262) That in the mean while, on the 16th of ·February, report 
having been made to Major General F. Dundas of the transaction 
respecting the second prisoner, and of the state of the District 
Graaff Reinet, (263) His said Excellency, being then acting 
Governor and Commander in Chief of this Colony, (2G4) thought 
proper immediately to send off, under the command of Brigadier 
General Vandeleur, a sufficient force both by Rea and Land, 
(265) in order to quell the insurrection at Graaff Reinet in the 
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most efficacious manner, (2GG) and to apprehend the Ringleaders 
thereof. 

(2G 7) That Brigadier General Vandeleur marched from this 
place with a division of Dragoons and Hottentots in His Majesty's 
Service, on the 17th :February, (2G8) provided both with the 
necessary Instructions, and the proclamation which the Lieut. 
Governor caused to be published on that date relative to this 
case, (2fi9) in which proclamation the several Inhabitants were 
exhorted to keep quietly at their homes during the March of the 
Troops, (270) on such pain as the saitl Proclamation here annexetl 
sub L" S awarded in case of disobedience. 

(271) That hereupon the other division successively departed 
in Two Ships to Zwartkops Bay, (272) in order, after having joined 
at the Zwartkops Iliver, to pursue their March to the Drostdy of 
Graaff Reinet. 

(27:3) That Brigadier General Vandeleur, being arrived on the 
2(ith February at the Hagel Kraal, in the centre of the District 
Zwellendam, (274) was informed (275) and had reason to suppose 
from sundry circumstances (27G) that the Insurgents of Graaff 
Heinet were husy with enticing the people of Zwellendam also to 
assist them, (277) therefore thought i expedient to forbid the 
Inhabitants of Zwellendam to pass the Attaquas !Goof, (278) 
ordering them at the same time strictly to obey the aforesaid 
proclamation of the 17th February, (279) and in the mean while 
the Commander in Chief, informed of the state of the District 
.Zwellendam, (280) thought it proper to order the Two Brothers. 
,Jacobus and Fredrik Botha (281) as suspicious persons, who, 
signalized themselves in the former disturbances in that Districl, 
(:.>.8:.>.) to be escorted by a Guard of Dragoons to Cape Town, 
(:.>.8:1) in order to be confined in the Uastle by way of pm-­
caution, (284) as they afterwards, when pe'.l.ce was reestablished 
in the Uountry, were released and returned to their several 
homes. 

(285) That as soon as the first Detachment arrived at Zwart­
kops Bay, (28G) the third prisoner, who was at his :Farm situated 
near the said Bay, sent intelligence thereof by an Express to 
Ucrrit Ooslhuyzen and his brother J ohanucs Botha-or Botha 
one halHl,-(287) which latter hatl, as is aforestated, the pro-­
viHional charge of the Camp against the Government Troops, 
(288) Htating in his Letter of the 2n<l March, (289) "Dea, 
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Brother, come now quickly, the English are arrived at the Bay 
and intend to apprehend all the Inhabitants of Graaff Reinet, 
come therefore quickly to our assistance, for we are too feeble 
here," &c., (290) which letter Jan Botha immediately forwarded 
to the first prisoner, (291) adding to it a letter hereunto subjoined 
sub La J No. 2 (292) in which, applying for assistance, he states 
among other things, (293) All of you remember the words we 
spoke at Jan Bosch's, that we should be faithful to each other, 
until the last drop of blood, &c. 

(294) That the first prisoner, (295) at whose place the second 
prisoner resided since the last Meeting at Bosch's, (296) having 
received the above two Letters, (297) began with the second 
prisoner's assistance & advice, by Letters and orders, to command 
Men from all parts, to arm and to repair unto the Coega, (298) and 
circulated with great expedition the said Letters, which were 
written and signed by the second prisoner with the name of 
the first prisoner, (299) which Letters, altho' not minded by 
some, (300) however caused a considerable number to arm and to 
repair unto the appointed place. 

(301) That the second prisoner on the 6th of the said Month 
wrote another Letter, for the first prisoner, to the Landdrost & 
Heemraaden of Graaff Reind,, (302) inserted in the Landdrost's 
here, sub La K, annexed day Book, (303) which letter, tending 
to make them prevail upon the English Troops to turn back, 
(304) had however the following Postscript, (305) if the least 
report of the arrival of the armed Hottentots is heard, then you 
may depend upon Buys's marching with the whole Caffer Country 
against them. 

(306) That the Landdrost & IIeemraden not having answered 
that letter, (307) the two first prisoners exerted the utmost 
endeavours (308) to assemble at Coega as many armed Men as 
they could. 

(309) That even the second prisoner personally and armed 
actually set out for that place, (310) but hcing taken ill returned, 
(311) after having on the road sent for the :Field Cornet ,Tan 
Strydom, (312) and endeavoured to persuade him to join them, 
(313) but who absolutely refused doing so, (314) declaring that he 
would go to the Drostdy to his Landdrost and there receive his 
orders,-which he did accordingly. 

(:H5) That the first prisoner lrn.,ing ,mcccHHivcl recei red 
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Reports from the 3th, Gth, and 7th Prisoners, (316) both of the 
number of Government Troops (317) and the Situation of the 
Rebel Camp at Coega, (318) continually exhorted them by his 
answers to take care that Government Troops might not march 
into the Country, (3m) while the seventh Prisoner Pieter Rauten­
bach made the 8th Prisoner write a Letter from their said Camp 
dated the 10th of March and here annexed sub La U No. 5, (320) 
in ,Yhich the 1st & 5th prisoners are requested to come with as 
many Men as they could assemble to the Zoutpans Neck, (321) 
and the mode indicated in which the English Troops might best 
be opposed, (322) and the Men at the Zoutpans Neck then be 
joined by those of the Coega, (323) which letter was publicly read 
at Coega before it was sent off. 

(324) That General Vandeleur having in the mean while passed 
the Gamtouws River with his Corps, (325) met on the 7th of 
March between Loerie River and Galgenbosch the 4th prisoner 
Genit Rautenbach, who attended him to his Farm, (326) whence 
the Brigadier General proceeded the ensuing day to Algoa Bay, 
(::127) leaving instructions with Brigade Major Sherlock as Senior 
Officer (328) to cause the proclamation of the 17th February to be 
read to the 4th prisoner, (329) and consequently to exhort him 
to remain at his place, (330) which Brigade Major Sherlock 
accordingly did. 

(331) That the 4th prisoner having nevertheless quitted his 
}'arm, (:rn2) and Brigadier General Vandeleur learning he had put 
himself at tho head of the Rebels at Coega, (333) and that he 
nevertheless had visited his home from time to time, (334) there­
fore sent some Men to apprehend him, (335) which Men not 
finding him at his Farm, conducted his wife to the General, (336) 
who released her some days after. 

(:3:{7) That ,Jan Botha one hand havincr left Coega (338) in 
onler, as some of the prisoners say, to gain the Gaffers that reside 
on this si<le of Groot Vis River over to their party, (339) in which 
he cloes not however appear to have so quickly succeeded, (340) 
the 4th prisoner in the mean while actually not only put himself 
armed at the head of the Men at Coega, (341) but also endeavoured 
to gain the assistance of the Inhabitants of long Kloof and 
Zwdlendmn, (342) for which purpose he among other things 
charged Oerrit Scheepers the 9th prisoner (343) to circulate the 
necessary Letters. 

Q 2 
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(344) That altho' General V andeleur had already on the 9th 
of March passed the Widow Scheepers' Farm, where the 9th & 
10th prisoners then were, (345) the 9th prisoner nevertheless 
caused, on the 12th of the Month, the 10th prisoner to write and 
circulate in Zwellendam the following address : (34u) " To all 
well meaning friends and acquaintances who are possesse<l of any 
tender feelings for their fellow creatures, &c.; You that dwell 
between the Gamtouws lliver and the uppermost part of the Long 
kloof are hereby requested and in the name of the people required 
immediately to come well armed to the Van Staden's Hiver, for it 
is now come to the highest pitch, they are apprehending all 
pcr::;ons, witness ,Jacob Kok and Gerrit Hautenhach's wife, who 
was taken from her bed, and they farther intend to apprehend 
every one, so that no person dares to sleep in his own house, and 
every one is fugitive, but we have already taken good precaution 
by providing proper Guards, and the whole of the Caffer Country 
side with us, so that no person can pretend ignorance, but every 
one shall be obliged to answer for his conduct, after the execution 
of the business. With speed & without delay. Van Stu.den's 
Hi ver, 12th March 1799." (34 7) Which Letter had not, however, 
any effect, because of the aforesaid precaution taken with regard 
to the Inhabitants residing in that Route. 

(348) Some of the Boers then even appearing before General 
Vandeleur voluntarily to lay down their arms, (34!l) and these 
persons not appearing to be principally concerned in the revolt 
were immediately pardoned by him, ('.350) they at the same time 
informing him (351) that the Rebels were joine<l hy a great party 
of Callers, and intended to attack him in his Camp. 

(:3fi2) That when General Vamleleur had begun to march with 
his Troops under his Command towards the Drost<ly of Gra.alI 
Heinet, (33:3) the ltcbels at Uoega (:3,j-!) seeing lhems •lves dis­
appointed with regard to the number of InlrnhitauU, who were 
upon the several orders expected to come to oppose the English 
not appearing, and His Majesty's Troops l>eing close upon their 
heels, (:353) which also caused them Lo lose the hope they ha<l 
placed in Jtm Botha and the Cafl'ers, (35u) retired first to <lerrit 
Oosthuyzen's, afterwards to Van Itensburg's .Farm, and thus they 
became separated, (:357) whilst General Varnleleur p10cee1lc1l to 
and 011 the 10th March arrived at Uraall' ltcinet's Drost1ly, (:l:i8; 
where the LamlJro ·L informed hiq1 (:l39) that 1lurin« two l\fonth~ 
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he· had been in a state of siege (360) to such a degree that 
he had been obliged to keep within doors (361) under the protec­
tion of a Sergeant and 7 Dragoons that were stationed at the 
Drostdy. 

(362) That after the arrival of General Vandeleur at the 
Drostdy the Itebels sent two Delegates, (363) delivering to him 
the here, sub L" A A No. 1, annexed paper,:(364) by which they 
submissively asked for pardon, (365) and whereupon the said 
General returned the following answer, stated in the here sub L" 
A A Nos. 2 & 3 annexed paper: (366) "In answer to the 
Memorial presented tl~is day by the Burghers Willem Prinslo & 
Daniel Licbcnbcrg, I have only to say that until those that were 
concerned in the late daring revolt come in a body to lay down 
their arms and sue for pardon, I do not feel myself authorized to 
enter upon any treaty with them. Therefore if they sincerely 
continue in their profession of repentance and contrition, they may 
meet me at Willem Prinslo's on the 6th April, after which date I 
shall accept neither excuse nor submission whatever, but proceed 
with the Troops under my Command to compel them to do what 
they might have done voluntarily." 

(367) That in the beginning of April the said General Vande­
lcur, attended by the Landdrost of Graaff Reinet and an Escort of 
Troops, went to Bruintjes Hoogte, (368) where in the first place 
he caused the second prisoner and hig- son Zacharias van J aarsveld 
the 12th prisoner to be apprehended, (369) and on the 6th of the 
said Month the greatest part of the Insurgents commanded by the 
1st prisoner appeared in a body, and laid down their arms to His 
Majesty's Troops. 

(370) That having apprehended those that were most culpable, 
(:371) the General jointly with the Landdrost thought proper to 
pardon the rest, (372) on their paying a :Fine to Government, 
furnishing one or two llorses to the Cavalry, in proportion to their 
means, (373) and some of them that were poor he pardoned on 
their IW!re promise of behaving better in future; (374) the whole 
of the aforesaid persons amounted to a number of !.l:3, (375) as will 
appear hy the hereunto annexed Return sub La D D. 

(370) That as there still continued absent 27 persons belonging 
to the mutinous Band, (:377) the General on the 22nd of April 
issued a proclamation (378) summoning them nominally (379) to 
appear before the 3rd of May at Thomas Ignatius :Ferreira's :Farm. 
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and there to deliver up their arms, (380) which order some of 
them obeyed, and surrendered their arms accordingly, (381) among 
which latter persons Jacobus Scheepers and Pict Grobbelaar also 
were apprehended, (382) whilst another part of them, among 
whom was Jan Botha-one hand-retired into Caffraria, (:rn3) 
and lastly the 9th and 10th prisoners were likewise apprehended 
at Zwartkops River, (384) and the whole of them, (385) forming a 
number of 20, were transported by His Majesty's Ship Rattlesnake 
to the Cape. 

(38G) That in the mean while His Excellency Major General 
Dundas, (387) being informed that the Rebels of Graaff Heinet 
meant to oppose even Government Troops, (388) and were endea­
voming to draw the Inhabitants of Zwellendam and other Districts 
into their pernicious plan, (389) therefore thought proper on the 
7th April to issue a proclamation, a Copy whereof is here under 
La z annexed, (390) by which not only the District of Graaff 
Reinet, where the Rebellion still continued, and particularly 
Britintjes Hoogte, Zu1trvcld, and Zwartlwps River were pro­
visionally placed under Martial Law, (391) to be in its summary 
way enforced there during that time, (392) but also all the 
Inhabitants of that part of the District Graaff lleinet, (393) the 
Field Commandants and Field Cornets, and also those that 
had obtained Certificates from General Vandeleur only exc pted, 
(304) were required to deliver up to the Commanding Offtcer tho 
Arms and Ammunition in their possession. 

(395) That afterwards the Hottentots at the Zwartkops and 
Bosjesmans Rivers, (39G) either from being incited against 
Government and those that had not been concerned in the late 
disturbances, (397) or from a notion they al8o had conceived of 
liberty and equality, (398) which made them resolve to take the 
benefit of the said General disturbances, (30U) to revenge tho 
wrongs and oppression they had sustained from tho great •st part 
of the Inhabitants of those Districts, ( 400) also rose agairnit tho 
Christians, (401) being joined hy a part of the Caffi•rs rosi<ling on 
this side of the Groot Vis River, ( 402) burst out in the month of 
July 1799 into open dcpre<fations and murder (-10~) to such a 
degree (404) that tho Commander in Chief himself, (405) attended 
by the major part of the Garrison and hy a party of Burgher 
Militia of the Zwellernlam District, was obliged to march again. t 
them, (40G) arn.l did not until after a residence of upwards of Fiv 
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Months in the remotest parts of this Colony, ( 407) and very great 
trouble and exertion, ( 408) succeed to stop the progress of these 
disturbances, which were in a thousand respects dangerous for this 
Colony, (409) and to quiet that people, (410) yet could not 
however prevent (411) several Families, Women, and Children 
from falling a sacrifice to the fury of those nations. 

( 412) That as all these disturbances did not admit the prisoners 
being attencled to, ( 413) Government could not until after the 
arrival of His Excellency Sir George Yonge as Governor of this 
Colony, (414) ancl after the return of the said Lieutenant Governor 
from the District Graaff Reinet, ( 415) make them a subject of 
their serious deliberations, ( 416) then resolving to deliver them 
over to the Fiscal, ( 417) directing him to proceed against them 
before this Court, as their Competent Judge, (418) as the nature 
of their crime should require, according to the laws of this Colony, 
( 419) vide the hereunto annexed Letter sub La K. K written by 
the said Governor both to your Worships and the Fiscal, and 
bearing date 8th May last. 

( 420) That the Fiscal, Rationc Offido Prosecutor, having laid 
the said Letter before your Worships, (421) obtained on the 
10th May your Judicial Decree continuing the confinement of 
the prisoners, ( 422) and thereupon heard each of them separately 
before a Committee of this Court on such Interrogatories ( 423) 
as were drawn up by him, and put to -the Prisoners separately. 

( 424) That in the mean while Brigadier General V andeleur, 
having at the requisition of the Fiscal, given a narrative of his 
Transactions at Graaff Reinet, ( 425) states among other things 
(426) that Jacobus Scheepers and Pict Grobbelaar (427) being 
likewise included in the Return which His Excellency the 
Governor was pleased with the said Letter of the 8th May last to 
transmit to the Fiscal, ( 428) were on their apprehension fully 
1in.rdoned by him as Commander in Chief of the Troops at Graaff 
Reiuet on account of the share they had in the late revolt, ( 429) 
and were merely for precaution's sake, on account of their near 
relations to the Caffors, sent to the Cape, ( 430) the Fiscal therefore 
thought it incmnbent on him (431) to report the circumstance to 
1 lis Excellency the Commander in Chief, ( 432) from whom he 
receive<l in answer the hero anne.·ed LetLer sul> Ln MM, (433) in 
which His J•:xccllency was plea. etl to declare (134) that on the 
aforesaid account the prisoners Jacobus Rchccpers :md I>ict 
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Grobbelaar were exempted from the prosecution entered againsL 
the other prisoners, ( 4:35) yet ~hought it nevertheless nece88ary 
( 4J6) that they should continue in the Castle until the conclusio11 
of the trial of the other prisoners, ( 437) and then not to he rclcaHc<l 
( 438) until proper security should be given for their future conduct, 
to the satisfaction of Government. 

( 439) That the other 18 prisoners on being examined hy Lhe 
Fiscal ( 440) fully confessed the principal points of the charges 
preferred against them, and the criminality of their conduct, ( 441) as 
will further appear to your Worships ( 442) from the pa1>ers and 
Documents marked from La D to F ]<' F, which the Fiscal has the 
honor to lay before this Court, with the Criminal Claim and 
conclusion, ( 443) and to the contents of which he as to the rest 
begs leave to refer. 

( 444) The foregoing, Gentlemen, being quod cul facturn sufficient, 
( 445) the Fiscal will now proceed ( 446) first to investigate the 
Crime of which the prisoners are guilty, (447) secondly what is 
the principal charge against each Individual prisoner, (448) and 
lastly what ought to be their punish1'lent. 

( 449) The J<'iscal feels obliged preliminarily to observe ( 450) 
that the aforesaid Insurrection in Graaff Reinet is hy no means 
occasioned by the trarnmction with Adria.an van ,Taarsveld the 
2nd prisoner, ( 451) but is really to be ascribed ( 452) to the false 
and perverted news that were from time to time transmitte<l to the 
prisoners, ( 453) particularly with regard to the sending off a part 
of the Garrison in 1798 to the Indies, ( 454) from which the 
prisoners concluded ( 455) that Government had no sufficient force 
at hand (456) to maintain the public peace in case of its beiHg 
disturbed, (457) and con equcntly to a plan concerted l,y them HO 

early as the heginning of December of the prece<ling year, ( 4:i8) 
which some of the pri 'OnCI'S said was to renew the formn l'atriotiHm, 
and with the agsi tance of the Caffers . H. to cany it on in a 
better manner than hefore, ( 4G9) and others ( 4li0) to munler the 
Landdrost and to retake the Colony. 

(4fil) This Patriotism any person knowing the 'oluny llwile si.· 
years also knows (4G2) always originated from the notiou the 
prisoners ha<l conceive<l of the specious wonls Libaty, B,111olify, 
and l'ratcrnity, ( 4G3) which they presumed entitle<! evory 11Hm 

to liv.c in his own way arnl not tu mirnl any divine or luunan 
Institutions, ( 4-64) and to which they in particular au<led a right 
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to treat and ill-treat the Hottentots, slaves, and their other in­
feriors in the most arbitrary manner. 

(4G5) The mutinous Inhabitants of Graaff Reinet have these 
six years past more than once exerted and displayed the said 
Patriotism (4GG) by open sedition against the Magistrates, (467) 
by expelling both their Landdrost & Minister of the Gospel from. 
the District, (468) and by a total anarchy, (469) under which both 
the peaceable Inhabitants and the poor Heathens were groaning 
not a little. 

(470) This Patriotism they intended to renew and carry on in a 
better manner than before, ( 471) and whereof the 1st prisoner 
appears again to have been the Chief Author, ( 4 72) at least the 
7th prisoner Piet Rautenbach declares in the 13th Article of his 
Interrogatories, and asserts in the 1st prisoner's face ( 4 73) " that the 
first prisoner had called at his farm. longer than a Month prior to 
Van J aarsveld being apprehended, where Jan Botha-surnamed 
one hand-lived, that he there had said to Jan Botha he wished 
the men might at length agree ; that they ought to appoint him. 
their Commandant, that he then would write the men had com­
pelled him, that .N. B. Jan Botha had begun to write; " ( 4 7 4) and 
in the 14th Article "that Jan Botha then had written the here 
under L11 M subjoined Letter, bearing date 12th December 1798," 
( 4 7 5) purporting "that they had resolved to renew the former 
Patriotism, which had been neglectail, and to carry it on with 
greater energy than before,'' (476) which Letter the 1st prisoner 
confesses to have received and caused to be read to others, ( 477) 
all(l also his having called on Jan Botha at Rautenbach's prior to 
that Letter's date, ( 4 78) but disowns the said conversation with 
Jan Botha as stated by the 7th prisoner. 

(470) The 14th prisoner Jacob Kruger Senior, having resided at 
the Great Vis Hiver, declares in the 53rd and following Articles 
of his Interrogatories (480) "that more than a Month prior to the 
transactions with Van J aarsveld, the 1st prisoner hatl versonally 
deliveretl to him a letter directed to Coemaad de Buys in Caffruria," 
( 481) "that he had forwartled that Letter by a Caffer," ( 482) "that 
the 1st prisoner had told him that letter desired Buys to come 
from Uaffraria, the 1st prisoner wanting to speak with him," ( 483) 
" that the aforesaitl Uaffer, a fort11ight afterwards, had returned him 
from de lluys a Letter directed to the 1st prisoner," (484) "which 
he had caused to be forwarded to the 1st Prisoner accordingly," 
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( 485) adding in his said Interrogatory ( 486) "his having heard tho 
1st prisoner had immediately acquainted Buys with the appre­
hending of van Jaarsveld." 

( 487) The writing the aforesaid Letter and its being forwarded 
by Jacob Kruger, the 1st prisoner however denied in his further 
Interrogatory ad article 212th in presence of the said Kruger, 
( 488) after having in his former Interrogatory Article 181st to a 
similar question answered No I cannot recollect, (489) and after­
wards if I recollect it at a future period I shall tell it, (490) and 
confessing in the 24th and following articles his having caused 
two Letters to be written to Buys prior to the transaction with 
van Jaarsveld, (491) one to advise him to return to live among the 
Christians as a burgher, ( 492) and the other relative to the inten­
tion of the Caffers to murder Hendrik van Rensburg, (493) but 
which he states he caused in another way to be forwarded by 
Barend Bester, not by the said Kruger. 

(494) Now, Worshipful Gentlemen, if the following circum­
stances are in addition considered, viz. ( 495) first that the 8th 
prisoner Godfried Koch, vide his Interrogatory au article 12th, had 
hrard so early as the Month of September 1798 that the former 
Patriotism was to be renewed, ( 496) secondly that the 5th prisoner 
Barend Bester, having been in Cape Town in September 1798, 
(497) took with him, vide the 50th article of his Interrogatory, 
from Cornelis Edeman-who also is at present prisoner of justice 
-to Graaff Reinet the here under La O No. 2 subjoineu paper 
containing among others the following news: ( 408) "as 30 Ships 
of the Line and 60 Transports are dispatched to the East to 
conquer Ceylon, Madras & Bengal, so 3 Regiments Cavalry and 2 
Regiments Infantry are to depart thither from the Cape, and all 
foreign nations are pressed." 

( 499) Thirdly both the 1st Prisoner and some of tho others 
acknowleuge to have learnt in the Country that tho Government 
Stables and a consiuerable number of Uavalry Horses were con­
sumed by Fire. 

(500) Fourthly that in the here under V G subjoined Letter, 
,nitten on the 26th of February 1790 to the 1st prisoner and found 
among the latter's papers, there occurs the following remarkable 
passage: (501) "Zwellendam is with us and the men leapt for joy 
when they heard the patriotism was resumed, and the Lord is 
really arrived again at the Cape with the Men that left the Capo 
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with him, even as far as the Cape the people are in an Insurrec­
tion, the Lord was respected by the French, and necessitated to 
tako his refuge to the Cape &c." 

(502) And if one furthir attends (503) to the saying of the 2nd 
prisoner when the Landdrost acquainted him of his being prisoner, 
" Sir I am afraid this will cause a disturbance among the people," 
(504) to the saying of the 1st prisoner when he rescued the 2nd 
prisoner: "there is a second matter which has already reached the 
long }Goof, and which will break out at the first opportunity. 
(505) and finally to the connection of the 35th, 3Gth & 37th and 
following articles of the 2nd prisoner's Interrogatory with the 
35th article of Isaac Bonte (50G) respecting the transmitting 
intelligence to Coenraad de Buys that there were at the Cape no 
more than 50 Men regular force, (507) then certainly nothing 
further will be required to evince (508) not only that the aforesaid 
Criminal plan was formed so early as the Month of December 
1798, (509) and that the transaction respecting van J aarsveld but 
casually intervened, and probably too early for the prisoners, (510) 
but also that the 1st prisoner was again the first Contriver, (511) 
and therefore did not think it advisable for him to suffer the 2nd 
prisoner, (512) with whom he always proceeded in concert, (513) to 
depart for the Cape, (514) he being too useful an Instrument for 
the execution of a plan (515) in which to succeed they probably 
thought the present to be the proper t ti.mo. 

(51 G) The Crime, Gentlemen, the prisoners have rendered them­
selves guilty of, the Fiscal is of opinion belongs in gencre to the 
Crimcn La sa; llfajcstatis, (517) however such of the prisoners as 
have neither known of tho plan laid to conquer the Colony, or a 
part thereof, with the assistance of the Caffers, (518) nor meddled 
with the forming the Camp at Coega, (519) but were only accessary 
to tho rescuing of van Jaarsveld, (520) are to be referred to tho 
Class of public violence, agreeable to the terms of L Titl de vi publi. 

(5:21) Tho Crimen Majcstatis is in general any violation of the 
Laws of the Sovereirrn, (522) 1•ule llfattlw-us ml Lit 48 dig Tit 2 
Cap 1 .No. l Lc.t 1 JJifJ ad L Tul llfajcstatis, (523) now as there 
are dc1-,rrc 'S of Lc!':ro Majestatis, (:i24) which do not deserve an 
equally sev •re punishment, (f>25) so not only the Commentators of 
the Ancient Law, but also the authors of our modern ones, (52G) 
have rna,lu in that respect a material distinction, accorcling to the 
more or ks.-; atrocity thereof, (527) styling the ouc in general 
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Crimen Jfajestatis, (528) and the other Perduellionis or High 
Treason. 

(520) Some of them have included in the former even the 
particular crimes of forgery, violence, and insult, (fi30) viz. the 
Counterfeiting Money, (531) the keeping private prisons, (f>32) 
the exercising Criminal Jurisdiction by private persons of their 
own authority, (533) the insulting and slandering the Sovereign, 
(534) the exercising Magistracy without legal appointment, (:i35) 
and in general the assuming, undertaking, or executing any thing 
belonging to the Sovereign alone. 

(536) But the Crimen Pcrduellionis is the superior degree of 
L(JJ8W Majestatis, and is committed in general by all who mali­
ciously undertake any thing against the safety or dignity of the 
Sovereign Authority of the Country, (537) or, according to L 11lt D 
ad Leg. Tul. Majest. and Moorman of the Crimes, 1st l~ook Cap 3, 
1, 2, by doing with a criminal view any thing to the 1rrrj1uliee of the 
State or the Sovereign Aidhority of the Country, (5:38) which 
requires an animus hostilis or hostile mind, (53!J) and under which 
the aforesaid Laws and our modern Commentators especially 
irrange, among others, the following Crimes, viz. 

(540) Conspiracy against the Sovereign or the State, 
(541) The releasing Hostages without the Sovereign's com­

mands, 
(542) The carrying on Correspondence with antl abetting tho 

Enemy by Signs, Signals, &c., 
(54:,) The revealing the Secrets of the State to the Enemy, 
(544) A Governor's refusing to resign the Command of the 

Army to his Succes~or, 
(545) The waging War or levying armed people or an army 

without the Rovereign's Connnan!l, 
(546) Acdition and uproar, more especially when it tcuds to 

disturb the public peace and enclanger the State, 
(547) The converting our lfrien<ls into Enemies, 
(548) The assembling armed Men against the 8tale, 
(540) The besetting pulJlie places swor<l in hand, 
(550) The establishing forbi!hlen assemblies among the people 

and inciting the same against the Magistrates, 
(551) Aud any Crime committed hy a Subject against his lawful 

Government with a view to change or subvert tlw same, au<l dis­
turb their public peace and prosperity, 
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(552) Nay even the offending or insulting the Sovereign when 
it is done with an iniwical intention against the State. 

(553) So as stated, independently of the said L Tul Majest by 
all the Jurists that have treated of Criminal Laws, and among 
others, more especially (.i,'i4) l\fatthrous de Criminc Lib 48 D Tit 2 
Cap 1, Paulits Vod ad if Tit 4 Lib 48 I' 2 Carprov translated by 
Jlognulirrp Part 1 Cap 34 J; 38, l,foorman of the Crimc,S 1st Book 
Cap 3 & 6, JJmnhowlcr in Crimi,wl practice Cap 62 cf: 63, (.i55) 
the said Matthrous Cap 2 No. !) especially stating" add to these 
that have occasioned or ill-intentionally incited or persuaded the 
l~nemy, so as to convert the amity with the republic into enmity; 
for what is more abominable than to bring an enemy upon one's 
Country, and it is the sanic whether a foreign or an intestine enemy 
be instigated, &c." 

(556) And Voet eod P 3 "the Crimen Perduellionis is likewise 
committed by carrying arms against the republic, or conspiring 
with sohliers or pr irate persons against the same, &c." 

(557) The punishment for this Crime therefore differs according 
to the nature of the people by whom it is committed, (558) but 
wit.h us it is at all events Death, (559) which frequently, according 
to circumstances, is aggravated by the wheel, quartering, &c. (:560) 
'l:id,., Carprovius eod Cap 30 P 23, Damhouder Pract Crim Cap 62, 
Moorman of the Crimes Part 1st Cap 6 P 23, (561) Carprovius 
styling it in P 1 tJw most atrocious o/ all the Crirncs commissible 
against them. [ umbernig defective.] 

( 560) It therefore has sundry particularities deviating from the 
general rule in other Crimes: (564) first, it admits of no prescrip­
tion, whereas the action for other Crimes expires with the 20th 
year, (565) secondly, it admits of single witnesses, incredible for 
<Jthor Crimes, (,'iGli) thirdly, it renders accomplices erodible, (iiG7) 
fourthly, it sulljected Minors to be tortured, which was not the 
case for common crimes, (5G8) fifthly, it admits of summary 
prosecution without any form of process, (51iH) sixthly, it made 
the Dolirnpwnt forfeit all his property, (ii70) soventhly, which 
lotter is however abolished by proclamation of their High Mighti• 
nessos bearing date 10th August 1778, (571) it does not roc1uire 
tho actual execution, the mere attempt being punishable, (.i7~) 
cighthly, tho will for attempting any thing against the f;tate, if 
that will manifests it. elf l'V1'1' so /iltfr, sulijcets to tho said pullish­
ment, (:in) uinthly, it snl,jcct" to p1111isltmcat not only tho Chief 
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and principal offenders, but also all those who in a,iy 11·ay 
assisted them with advice or aid, (574) nay, even those who 
merely consented, without affording any advice or assistance, or 
that merely were privy to the attempt, and did not timrly reveal 
and disclose it, (575) vide Carprov cod Cap 38 P 3 et seq, Moor­
man Cap 6 P 4, 5, 11, 16, & seq, Auth Matthrous co<l, Their High 
Mightinesses General Ordinance of the year 1590 Article 5th 
& 6th. 

(576) On the other hand Legislators as well as Commentators 
have always on account of the heinousness of this Crime and its 
consequences, carefully endeavoured to prevent its being either 
treated too rashly or mistaken, (577) there being instances when 
the Crimen Majestatis served a pretext to make away with 
innocent persons, (578) the ancients therefore already used to say 
that High Treason sometimes was Ori men unicum coru1n qui crimine 
vacant, the only crime of such persons as were gi,ilty of no Crirncs. 

(579) Modestinus therefore warned the Judges not to make a 
wrong use of this Crime, and to consult not in that respect so 
much erroneous Zeal for the honor of the Sovereign as the real 
truth, (580) properly to attend to the accused, in order to ascertain 
whether he was in good repute, whether he dropped some incon­
siderate words either from thoughtlessness or from a bad purpose, 
and whether he did or intended similar things before. 

(581) A general will is therefore admitted with respect to this 
Crime, (582) that Orimcn la:sw lffajcstatis is never to be undcrstvo<l 
to be committed if the offence is susceptible of any other interpretation, 
(583) that is to say (584) that as long as the offence can be 
referred to some other Class of Crimes, (585) so as it frequently 
occurs when it belongs neither to violence, nor to forgery, i,1si1lt, &c., 
(586) recourse never should then be had to that of lffaje.~tatis, (587) 
for instance (588) public violence, not being atlencled with dis­
turbing the public peace (589) falls under the L: Tul de vi publico, 
(590) and in the same manner slandering or in ulting the Rovereign 
or any other Magistrate, not being done with a view to 1J1tbrcrt the 
State O'f Oo,zstitution (,i91) or to injure the same, (G\J2) but merely 
from thoughtlessness, drunkenness, inconsiderateness, or even from 
personal hatred, (593) docs not then fall under the description of 
Crimrn lffajestatis, but under that of atrocious insult. 

(G94) Hereupon is founded what Moorman in his 1st Rook 
:~ Cha}Jter P 18 states respecting the assuming public authority ; 
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(595) ho says "ho that without legal appointment acts like a 
Magistrate having public authority is guilty of Crimen Majestatis, 
but not of that sort thereof which we understand by the denomina­
tion of High Treason, unless any person should assume the 
Sovereignty or an inferior dignity, and should do so with an 
inimical ,nind, thereby to disturb the Sovereign or the State, (3%) 
and Van Hogendorp in his translated Carprovius eod P 27, (397) 
discussing whether the Slandering the Sovereign falls under the 
denomination of the Crime in question, asserts agreeable to the 
modern opinion, the contrary, (598) yet adds in substance (599) 
"if but the words of the Slander be not of themselves seditious 
and calculated to excite the people to take up arms against the 
Sovereign, (GOO) or any exclamation apt to excite revolt, by 
which the safety both of the Sovereign and the Community at 
large may be endangered." 

(601) All which evinces (602) the chief object in view of the 
legislator with regard to the Crimen Majestatis to be the peace a,ul 
safety of the State, (603) and that the Sovereign therefore always 
requires the severest punishment to be inflicted on all deliberate 
acts by which that safety might in any degree be endangered, 
(G04) which Law doctrine, resting upon sound reason, is therefore 
always to be the touchstone of the Crimen Majestatis. 

(G05) Now it will be requisite to ascertain how far the prisoners 
re vcra have rendered themselves uilty of the Crimen L.resm 
Majestatis, (GOG) and how far the above cited Law arguments are 
applical.Jle to the case in question. 

(G07) This, Gentlemen, the Fiscal trusts is not liable to any 
doubt, (GOS) if it is considered (GO!)) that the prisoners haYe not 
rendered themselves guilty of mere insult or slander with regard 
to their Magistrates, or of violence of little moment, (GlO) or of 
some or other trifling disturbance in the Distriet Graaff Ileinet, 
(Gll) but that they actually have conspired against the safety of 
that Colony, and against the well being of the community at large, 
(Gl2) witness the aforesaid Jan Botha's Letter of the 12th 
December 1708, stating " that we have resolved to renew the 
former patriotism and to carry it on in a beUer manner than 
before," (fi13) and the Letter of the 28th January 1709, stating 
"the general plan is of the Gamtouws Iliver, Zwartkops Hiver, 
Bosjesmans Hiver, Suurberg, and Bruintjes Hoogtc, that they 
11ua11i111ously agrce(l to retake the Colony in our possession," (1;1-1-) 
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and also the here urnler La W. No. 1 subjoined Letter, directed to 
the Inhabitants of the Gamtouws River and long Kloof requiring 
them to arm and march, (615) stating, "but we have already 
taken great precaution by providing proper Guards, and the 
whole of the Caffer Country side with us, so that no person can 
pretend ignorance, but every one shall be obliged to answer for 
his conduct, after the c.rccution of the business.'' 

(616) That the prisoners have also repeatedly held mutinous 
and armed Meetings, (Gl 7) conspiring in those Meetings against 
the Landdrost and Magistrate, not in his private but in his oflicial 
capacity, and to the prejudice of the Community at large. 

(618) That further they have beset Graaff Reinet with armed 
Men, and made there the Magistracy to depend on their arbitrary 
will and pleasure, (610) and thus rendered the safety of the 
Magistracy of that District utterl! precarious, (620) ancl that they 
likewise have taken up arms agamst Government, (fi21) it being 
only to be ascribed to the prompt measures taken by Government, 
(622) and to the small number of men the prisoners, altho' they 
exerted their utmost endeavours for the purpose, were al>le to 
assemble in that short space of time, (623) that the Goverument 
Troops were not brought to the necessity of acting, (GU) which 
would possibly have reduced the whole District Graaff Heinet to 
rllln. 

(625) This is, Gentlemen, therefore not only that will and 
attempt which manifests itself by deed, (G2G) arnl for which even 
those that merely consented or assisted are subjected by tho 
Crimcn Pcrrluellionis to be punished as principals, (G27) hut it is 
also the full and complete consummation of the crime itself, (!>28) 
to that effect (G2U) that verily those that merely were privy to it, 
and did not timely reveal it, (li30) cannot possibly •scape the 
puni.·hment. 

(li31) Tho Fiscal now hogs leave to occupy your \Vorsltips' 
attention another moment with a short examination of tlmt whi<'h 
militates against each of the prisoners bolh from tho hereunto 
subjoined papers, and more especially from Lhe Judicial conf •s~iou 
of them elves. 

(G:32) And then against tho 1st prisoner 1\farthinus l,rirnilo it 
is, in the first place, to be observed (G:33) that e.·clnRiYe of hi,i 
correspondence with Coenmad de Buys, (li34) \\ ho although a rngrant 
and outlaw ha(l some influence upon the Caller:;, arno11~ whom he 
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<lwolle<l, (!>35) tho said 1st prisonor-vide 103r<l, 104th, & 1()3th 
Artide of his lutorrogatory-roceived, kept, arnl read before 
SeYernl pen;o11s ,)au Botha's Letter of the Uth Det:emLer 17118 
(li:lli) here under V M subjoined, ((i:37) purporting a proposal for 
renm1 iug th,: Jumirr Putriotis11i and for t:arrying it on in a Letter 
manner than before, (G38) which LetLer the said prisoner acknow­
ledges in tho 102nd & l~l:3rcl articles to have been written N B 
after his aforesaid visitiug the said ,Tan Botha at l'iet HautenLach's. 

(1i3V) That the said prisoner commarnled and caused to be 
commanded armed Men (li40) to rescue by force from the hands 
of ,Justice the 2nd prisoner, (li41) who upon a legal decree issued 
by his competent Judges was apprehen<led and sent to Cape 
Town. 

(Gc12) That the said 1st prisoner actually put this design into 
execution, and commandeu the armed Men called upon for that 
purpose, (1i43) Yide the I-1th, lGth, 31st, 34th, 36th, 37th, 38th 
41st, 42nd, & 43rd anJ following Articles of his Interrogatories 
suL La O 0. 

(li.J-4:) That the 1st prisoner, vide the 47th Article of the said 
Interrogatory, saitl on that occasion " There is a second matter in 
agitation, which already reaches the long Kloof and will break out 
at the first opportunity," (G45) from which saying it most evidently 
appears (G4G) that the prisoner was fully acquainted with the 
form'<l plan and the intended attempt against Government, or the 
Magistracy of the District in which he lived, (1i{7) he acknow­
ledging in the 48lh article that Ly that saying he meant the 
rrnc1ri11J the Patriotism. 

(Ii 1-8) That the prisouer lwlcl a seditious Meeting of armed 
people at the 2ml I>rift of Oraall' Reinet on the 25th ,Tanuary 1700, 
(Ii l!l) \I here, after ha\'ing helmved most insolently, (fi:iO) he, Yille 
tlie GOth arlide of his Interrogatory, thought proper to petition 
the Larnldrost & Ueemmaden to propose to Government (G5l) 
"that the IuhalJitants residing next to the Groot Vis Hiver might 
be allowed to graze their Cattle on the olher siue of that Hiver in 
Caf!'raria," (!i:i2) which petition he made-vitle the 71st mticle­
N B under the protection of about 100 armed Men that were at 
lhe ~rnl J)ril't, (liii:l) allho' he, vitle lhe G0llt & 70th article, knew 
iliis to be contrary to the repeated Onlers & prodamations of 
Uo\enunent, (G54) yel which petition, notwilhstauding its 
,thsurdity awl impropriety, the Larnlclrnst & Ueemraden were 
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forced to agree to, (G55) which transaction of itself sul,jects the 
1st prisoner to the penalty of such Laws as are always enforced 
in times of revolt & insurrection, (656) and among which there 
is the proclamation of their High :Mightinesses bearing date l\Jth 
May 1673, (G57) "forbidding the offending or injuring in any 
manner, or on any pretext whatever, any Magistrate or Officer and 
others in any public employ, either in Towns or in the Country, 
either in their person or property, either by deeds or violence, and 
also the forcing or compelling them to grant or do any thing 
whatever, and more especially the employing anns or armed people 
for that purpose," (G:i8) and such on pain of Drath, without any 
dissimulation whatever, (659) vide General Proclamation Book 
3 Vol. page 518. 

(GGO) That the 1st prisoner held on the 28th ,January 1790 
another Meeting at his Own house with the 4th, 5th, & 7th 
prisoners and the said Coenraad de Buys, and then planned a 
complete conspiracy againt the Colony, (GGl) vide the here under 
La O No. 1 subjoined Letter, written on that date & place, 
signed the General Voice of the People, and addressed to our goo<l 
natured and faithful Co-Inhabitant J. P. van der Walt, (GG2) 
purporting "the plan of the people residing about the Gamtouws 
Rirnr, Zwartkops Rirnr, Bosjesmans River, Suurherg & Bruintjes 
IIoogte is that they unanimously agreed to retake the Colony in 
our possession," (GG3) to which they added as a reason merely to 
induce harmless and ignorant people to participate in their design, 
(GG4) that the Landdrost has endeavoured to instigate the Gaffers 
against the Christians, (GG!i) lmt that the honest protector of our 
native Uountry Coenraad de Buys had prevented it, (G!ili) vi<le the 
76th & 87th articles of the Interrogatories of the 1st pri8oner. 

(GG7) That the prisoner on the 10th February l 7!HJ hel(l another 
rebellious :Meeting at ,Jan Bosch's, (!iG8) which in the !1:frd article 
of his Interrogatory he acknowledges to have taken place, in onler 
to rush towards Graaff Reinet according to their plan, (li(i\J) and 
in the 94th article he says in sul>stance " the plnn was alretuly 
made before that time to knock the Larnl<lrost's hrains out, hut I 
opposed it and said they shoul(l continue him in his employment, 
and pfa.ce him at Willem I>rinslo's until Government shoul<l have 
answeretl Van Jaa.rsveld's letter," (u70) and the prisoner being 
in the 100th article asked "whether they ha<l not agreed at 
Bosch's to proceed with the Callers to take the Cape if possible," 
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answered (G71) "their plan had been to join the Caffers to the 
Burghers and retake Graaff Heinet, and all those that would not 
participate in their proceedings would he put to death, and their 
Cattle wou1d have been served out to the Gaffers for provision," 
(fi72) adding however in the 101st article '' that this was Buys & 
Jan Botha's plan, hut which no other person wou1d agree to." 

(G7:J) That the prisoner bound himself by a solemn oath at 
Jan Botha's, before Coenraad de Buys & Jan Botha, to act in 
conjunction with them against the Troops of Government, (G7-!) 
vide the 109th article of his Interrogatories, (G75) but which Oath 
the prisoner in the 110th article says was only not to betray Buys 
& Jan Botha. 

(G7G) That the 1st prisoner (G77) on receiving the here under 
Lal!' No. 1 & 2 suujoined Letters of Jan & Theunis Botha, (G78) 
in which they acquainted him of Government Troops having 
landed at Zwartkops Bay, and that according to his promise his 
assistance was requested, (G79) reminding him " you will now 
remember the words we spoke at Jan Bosch's that 1cc shall be 
faithful to each other to the last drop of blood, (G80) immediately 
consulte<l the 2nd prisoner, and sent orders to the respective 
Inhabitants to arm themselves for the purpose, and repair to 
<'oega, (G81) where Barend Bester, the 5th prisoner, in the G2nd & 
GG articles of his Interrogatory states a Camp was formed by the 
] st and 2nd prisoners' commands, for~pposing the English Troops, 
(G82) vide the prisoner's confession in the 1:Hst, 132nd, 133rd, 
U7th, 1:rnth, 140th, 141st, & 142ml articles of his Interrogatory. 

(fi8:\) That the 1st prisoner continued to receive the here under 
L" U N" o. ] , 2, 3, 4, 5, G, & 7 subjoined Heports of the said Camp 
at Cuega and the proceedings of Government Troops at the Zwart­
kops Uiver, (GSJ) to spy which the prisoner seems to have employed 
Jiis follow prisoner Jean Isaac Bonte, (G87i) which al tho' the 
prisoners endeavoured to disguise it, (GSG) appears however from 
the here under La 1V No. 1 subjoined Heport elated 8th March 
17\l!l, (fi87) it ap1 earing further from the 1st prisoner's Inter­
rc,gatory (fi88) thaL he continually endeavoured to assemble as 
niany anncd Men at Coega as he possiuly could, (GS()) and then to 
keep them l1usy uutil the Caffern could join, (GUO) for in the 14:1rd 
article he acknowledges his having on account of his Child's 
sick11e/; sent, the 2nd pri ·oner in his stca<l to Coega, (GUI) and in 
the HLlth article "that Van J aarsYel<l on his return had reported 
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to him his having met Jan Botha on the road, who had tolcl him 
that N B so many pandours-i.e. Hottentot Corps-had been 
killed, and that a great number of Oajfcrs were arrived to a.c;sist the 
Burghers at Oocga, (602) in the 154th article "his having heard 
that Coenraad de Buys, on the Camp at Coega being formed, was 
gone to Caffraria," (693) and in the 155th article "that ,Tan Botha 
had quitted the Camp to cause the Gaffers to come and help them," 
(694) and lastly the 1st prisoner himself repaired in arms to 
Coega, (695) which appears from the 102nd article of his Inter­
rogatories, (696) but returned on the road on the other side 
J. J. Greers Farm home again, (G97) "because," he says in the 
lGlst article, "of his having met with C. Botha who had told him 
there were NB Si:n Hundred Jfen at Oocga, and therefore nothing 
to fear." 

(G98) All these, Gentlemen, are facts resting upon the original 
Letters owned by the 1st prisoner, and laid before your Worships, 
and also upon his answers to the Interrogatories, (G9!J) and as each 
of the aforesaid charges considered individually absolutely falls 
under the Crimen Pcrcfoellionis, (700) the natural consequence is 
(701) that no one could with more propriety be placed at the 
head of this criminal demand and conclusion than the 1st prisoner. 

(702) Now respecting the 2nd prisoner Van J aarsvelcl, (70:~) 
altho' he had endeavoured during his trial to disguise some points 
of no great importance, (704) he appears however to be one of the 
principal offenders in the criminal transactions in question, (703) 
for regularity sake he has from the 4th to 2!Jth article of his 
Interrogatories been examinecl on the subject of the afore­
mentionecl for"ery, (70G) and altho' it woulcl require but liLtle 
trouble, by comparing his answer::; with the here subjoined papers 
sub La C os. 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, G, & 7 relative to the subject, (707) 
and also with the 13th prisoner's answers to his Interrogatories, 
(708) to convict the 2ncl prisoner of the said forgery, and that he 
endeavoured mala fide to avail himself thereof, (7U!l) nevertheless 
the Fiscal thinks himself obligccl uow to pass over tho aforesaid 
offence, (710) because of its nut being so important as tho chief 
charge preferred against him, (711) ancl because our laws do not 
admit of any accumulation of crimes, (712) but alw,tys considering 
the punishment for the Chief involves that of the inferior. 

(713) The Chief Crime of the second prisoner con ists in (714) 
first, that he was perfectly privy to, a]l(l participatP(l in, thP 
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conspiracy planned prior to his being apprehended the first time, 
(715) which appears (71G) a, from the answer he gave the 
Landdrost when his arrest was announced to him: "Sir, I am 
afraid this will cause a disturbance among the people," (717) by 
which word disturlmnce the prisoner in the 51st article of his 
Interrogatory says to have meant sedition and uproar in the Colony, 
(718) b, from what passed at Dirk van den Berg's, where the 2nd 
prisoner-virle the 45th article of his Interrogatory-so early as 
the day after his being rescued by the 1st prisoner at the Carree­
bosch read to the Men there a Letter, (7Hl) which he in the 
37th article says to have been of Coenraad de Buys, (720) but 
which he in the 205th article states to have been the aforesaid 
Letter of Jan Botha, (721) and which in the 40th article says to 
have purported "an instigation and encouragement for resuming 
the former Matter, (722) and c, from a Letter which the 2nd 
prisoner in the G0th article acknowledges to have written at the 
1st prisoner's request to Andries Petrus Burger, (723) in which 
occurs the following passage: (724) "in the name of the Lord, 
I this day came back from the rescuing our Brother van J aarsveld 
to Dirk van den Berg's, where the people require you to appear, 
nothing being able to excuse you but Death, in which confitlence 
I enclose a Letter directed to you, from which the great intention 
that has already operated before ardently appears, and we shall 
expect your speedy arrival at Graaft"-Heinet in order to assist the 
good intended dccrl'c of the Council with your jiulgmcnt." "Malta, 
that impregnable place, has been taken some Months ago by the 
National Convention, Bengal & Ceylon underwent the same 
fate," &c. 

(7~5) Secondly, that the 2nd prisoner always attended the 
armed Meetings, both at the 2nd drift and afterwards at Jan 
Busch's, and also later at Barend Burger's, (72G) notwithstanding 
his acknowledging in the G7th article thc.t they intundedforcibly 
to attacl" the Landdrost, and carry him off to Ca.!Jraria. 

(7'27) Thirdly, Thai the 2nd prisoner with Coenraacl de Buys 
reviewed the armed Men at Ba.rend Bnr<6ers-vidc the 1 :32nd & 
1:Hth articles of his further Interrogatories, (728) ancl, according 
to the 1:3:ith article, found them to consist of about 100 Men. 

(72!.l) l•'ourlhly, that the 2nd prisoner, vide the 80Lh & 81st 
articles, is the author of the note inserted in the Journal of the 
proceeiliugs of the Landdrost & IIeemraden of the 19th l!'cl.Jruary 
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17\HJ, (730) in which it is prescribed among other things, (731) 
that Caffers happening to come to the Drostdy should immediately 
be sent away, and not retained, much less conferred with; (7:3~) 
"I also claim that no Hottentot be sent to the Caffers, and more 
especially that no presents be forwanled to them; (733) our 
desires are that the Messages intended for the Caffers l>c sent, 
in no other manner but through onr Fellow Enrghcr Cocnracul de 
Buys," (734) which note was presented on the HHh :Feuruary 
1799, (735) on which date the Landdrost's Journal states, "all is 
this day in the utmost cli.,tnrbancc," (7:3G) and that "30 1',Jm k1pt 
the road to the Cape beset," (737) vidc the said day Book under 
L• K among the hereunto subjoined papers, (738) to which note 
the Landdrost & Heemraden gave the Bearer, (7:3\:J) who insisted 
on an answer in writing, (740) the following one: "the note by 
us receiYed shall provisionally be observed, anu the Governor's 
approbation thereon requesteu." 

(741) Fifthly, that the second prisoner acknowledges to have 
been present at the first prisoner's at the receipt of the hereunto 
annexed two Letters under La F Nos. 1 & 2, and to have perused 
the same, (742) the one dated 2nd March 179() and written by 
Theunis Botha to Gerrit Oosthuyzen & Jan Botha, (743) and the 
other dated the 3rd March, written by Jan Botha to the 1st & 5th 
prisoners, (744) the former purporting in substance, (745) "Brothers, 
come now quickly, the English arc arrived in the Bay, and intend 
to apprehend all the Inhabitants of Graaff Reinet, pray come to 
our assistance as quickly as possible, for we are too fecule; they 
are already landed with arms & ammunition, &c.," (74G) anu the 
latter " for it is now time, the English are lanued hero, at the 
Zwartkops River's Bay, please immediately to write for the 
Inhabitants of Sneeuwberg & Rhcnoster Berg to come most 
quickly to our assistance," (747) on the receipt of which LetLcrs 
the 2nd prisoner confesses, in the 84th, 8Sth, 87th, & 88th 
articles of his Interrogatories, to have immediately not only set 
auout to procure Men, but also written among several others the 
here under La]' No. 3 annexed Letter to the following purport: 
(7 48) "Good Friend Hendrik Hatting, please to take the benefit 
of Christoffel Botha and Hendrik Kruger to March with as many 
Men as they can procure from your District, intelligence having 
this day been receiveu that Four English Ships are arrived in 
Zwartkops Hiver, and havo taken a Man prisoner, yon am on 
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the 8th Instant to be present at Willem Prinslo's Senior well 
victualled and armed, to examine the Matter, for it may be time 
to rouse for our Country. March 5th 1799. Your Friend, (signed) 
Marthinus Prinsloo," (749) which signature the 2nd prisoner in 
the 89th article says he put to that Letter at the 1st prisoner's 
request, (750) and the 2nd prisoner's Letters actually succeeded 
(751) to make several Men to repair in arms to the said Prinslo's 
and to the Camp at Coega; (752) the 2nd prisoner moreover 
acknowledges in the 139th article of his further Interrogatory 
to have written Letters to require Men to assemble in arms at 
the Candagga against the Troops of Government. 

(753) Sixthly, that the 2nd prisoner wrote on the 6th March 
1799 at the said :Marthinus Prinslo's a Letter to the Landdrost 
& Heemraden of Graaff Reinet, (754) which Letter was signed 
by the 1st prisoner, (755) tending to make the Troops of Govern­
ment withdraw, (75G) and to which the 2nd prisoner added the 
following Post scriptum : "As soon as the least report is heard 
of the pandours Buys marches with the whole of the Caffres 
against them," (757) which the 2nd prisoner, in the 114th, 116th, 
& 117 articles of his Interrogatory fully acknowledges. 

(758) Seventhly, that the 2nd prisoner went in the 1st prisoner's 
place to the Camp at Coega. (759) When at Willem Prinslo's he 
sent for the :Field Cornet Johannes Strydom, and required him 
to participate in the business, (760) but which the said Field 
Cornet dutifully objected to, (761) declaring his intention to go 
to the Landdrost, and there to receive his orders, (762) vide the 
94th to the 106th article of the prisoner's Interrogatories, (763) it 
also appearing from the examination of the 2nd prisoner's son 
Zacharias van J aarsveld, the 12th prisoner, in the 56th to the 
62nd articles, (764) that the said Strydom's refusal occasioned a 
violent dispute between him and the 2nd prisoner at Willem 
l'rinslo's, (765) and that Strydom in spite of the 2nd prisoner-'s 
threats & rage went to his Landdrost at Graaff Reinet, (766) and 
that lastly the 2nd prisoner could not in the 14th article of his 
Interrogatory disown his having, (7G7) on his being obliged by 
sickness to return from the road to Coega, (768) reported to the 
1st prisoner, (769) that Jan Botha had told him there were so 
many pandours-llottentot corps-killed by the Burghers, ancl 
that a consideraLle party of Gaffers had joined the Burghers at 
Cocga. 

 

 



24S Rcco,·ds of the Cape Colony. 

(770) The 2nJ prisoner is not therefore to he consi<leml other­
wise but as an actual accomplice of the 1st prisoner in the 
priul'ipal C1ime, (771) ho having immediately on the anirnl of 
the Government Troops exerted his utmost endeavours to a, ;;emhle 
armeJ Men, (772) for which purpose he Ji<l spare neither pen, 
ink, nor any trouble, (773) suffering even his son to repair in 
arms to the Camp at Coega, (774) in onler thereby the helter to 
encourage others by such example, (77f>) nay, his said Ron plPads 
not guilty in the 50th article of his Interrogatory, on account of 
his J!'ather's having orJerecl him to repair to the Camp a( C'ocga, 
(77G) and it is not therefore but with reason that the 2nd prisoner 
shoulJ in this criminal DemanJ be placed immeJiately after the 
J st prisoner. 

(777) The Chief Crime of the prisoner Theunis notha certainly 
consists in, first, that he wrote the aforesaid traitorous Letter of 
the 2nd March, to be formrrdrrl Cito, Cito, from House to House, 
(778) in whil'h Letter he expresses, "my clPar nrothers come very 
11uickly, the English are arrivoJ in tho Bay, all(l intelHl to appre­
honJ all the Inhabitants of Graaff Tioinet, pray come to our 
assistance as quickly as possible, for u·c arc lure. too ftdh, they aro 
already landed with arms & ammunition," (77!l) which Letter the 
said 3rd J!risoner owns in the 44th article of his Interrogatory, 
(780) and afforJed the l'hief cause & inducement for the 1st , - 2nd 
J>risoners to commarnl the people to arm, (781) further there 
militates against the :3rd pri;;oner (782) that ho juine<l the Heuels 
at Barend Burger's, and there not only signed himself tho paper 
containing an engagement to continue faithful to eaeh other, (78:1) 
but also emleavoureu tu persuade the 5th prisoner Harell<[ Bester 
likewise to take that Oath, (78-1) viJe tho 30th & 31st articles of 
the 3rd prisoner's Interrogatory. 

(78,i) That the saill :3rd prisoner-vicle the :{2rnl article-also 
repaireJ in arms to tho Camp at Oocga, (78G) which Camp he in 
the 2Gth article acknowledges to have been formed against the 
Government Troops, (787) and fourthly, that the :lrd pri;;oner, 
moreover according to his own confession in the •17th article, 
wrote to Ma.rthinus Hensburg in 8itsikamma, if possil>le thence to 
come to their assistance with armed Men. 

(788) The Chief Crime of Gert Hendrik Hautonbueh consi ·ts in, 
first, that lie, the 4th pri. oner, with Cooma:ul do Buys anll e\'eral 
other persons was present at Marthinus l'rinslu's, when there uu 
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the 28th ,January l 7D0 was formed their plan as stated in the 
Leiler hereunto annexed sub La O No. 1, (780) which then was 
,vriLten to J. P. rnn der \Valt, (700) acquainting him that the 
plan of the Inhabitants of the Gamtouws Hiver &c. ica.s to ret1ike 
thl' Colony into their posscsi;ion, (7\ll) which the prisoner in the 
Uth, 14th, l.ith, Hith, 17th, 18th, & 20th articles of his Intenoga­
tories confesses, (792) and in the 74th, 73th, & 7Gth articles of his 
further InteiTOgatories, acknowle\lges (7V3) that the meeting at 
that vlace was held for the purpose also to command Men, in 
order to attack the Lan<l.drost of Graaff Heinet, (704) and that he 
himself had agreed with Buys. 

(7!J.'.i) Secon<l.ly, that the sai<l. 4th prisoner, vi<l.e the 32nd, 33rd, 
3-!th, 38th & 39th articles, went also in arms to the Camp at 
Coega. 

(7\JG) Thirdly, that the 4th prisoner on the departure of Jan 
Botha held the command, and even appointed officers there, (797) 
this latter appears from the information which General Vandeleur, 
according to his deposition hereunto annexed sub La LL, received 
at his arrival at the Zwartkops Hiver, (708) and from the declara­
tion of his :Fellow prisoners Koch and Lucas Meyer, (799) and also 
from his own Brother, the 7th prisoner, Pieter Hautenbach's con­
fession in the GOth article of his Interrogatory. 

(800) The prisoner has however in his trial persiste<l. in denying 
the word Commandant (801) and the ap )ointment of o!Iicers, (802) 
stating in the 41st article, with regard to the appointing of officers, 
to ha i·e cha rycd the old people to take care of the young on01, (803) 
and in the 42ml article, "I tol<l. Pict Rautenbach, Gerrit Oost­
huyzen, Lucas Meyer and some others, to look after the young 
people," (804) and as to the post of Commandant, that when every 
thing mn there so into confusion, he took the direction there upon 
himself, (805) which appears from the prisoner's further Interroga­
tory in the 73rd article, and from his confrontation with the 
prisoner Koch relative to the latter's statement in the 44th article 
of his Interrogatory, (80li) he the 4th prisoner acknowledging 
in the G2nd and (i:~rd articles of his Interrogatory his having 
Commamle\l the Men when they retreated jl'om Cocga firilt to 
Oosthuyzeu's and afterwards to Hendrik Henslmrg's (807) after 
having in the 55th & :iGth articles stated to have received from 
the 1st prisoner a Letter in the Camp at Coega, (808) purporting 
lo encourage the Men to prcrnnt the Euglish from murehi11g into 
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the Country, (809) which above stated took place at a time 
General V andeleur had already passed the prisoner's Farm. 

(810) Fourthly and lastly, the prisoner directed the 9th prisoner 
Gerrit Scheepers and a certain Renslmrg to write for the Inhabi­
tants of long Kloof and Zwellendam to come to their assistance, 
(812) vide the 53rd and 54th articles of his Interrogatories, (813) 
and the examination of the said Gerrit Scheepers, (814) who 
thereby was induced (813) to despatch the hereunto subjoined 
Letter sub La W No. 1 to the Inhabitants of long }Goof and 
Zwellendam through the 10th prisoner Pieter Ignatius van Kamer. 

(816) As to the prisoner Barend Johannes Bester, (817) his 
Crime chiefly consists in (818) :First, that he was already on the 
road to assist in rescuing Adriaan van Jaarsveld, (810) but fear 
overcoming him, stopped at Paul Venter's. (820) Secondly, that 
afterwards he joined the seditious multitude at the 2nd drift near 
Graaff Reinet. (821) Thirdly, that he on the 28th January 1799 
was also with Coenraad de Buys present at the 1st prisoner's, (822) 
and that he-vide the 25th article of his Interrogatories-is the 
writer of the Letter hereunto annaxed sub La O No. 1 signed the 
General voice of the people, bearing the aforesaid date and directed 
to J. P. van der Walt. 

(823) Fourthly, that he had received the Letter hereunto sub­
joined, La M, of Jan Botha, dated 12th December 1798, directed 
to the 1st and him the 5th prisoner, (824) which Letter he in the 
41st article says to have forwarded to the 1st prisoner, (825) and 
that he-vide the 50th article-being in Cape Town in the Month 
of September 1798, (82G) took with him from the Schoohnaster 
Cornelis Edeman-now likewise prisoner of Justice-the note of 
news hereunto su1joined La O No. 2, (827) which among other 
things mentions that "Three Regiments Cavalry and Two Regi­
ments Infantry were sent from the Cape off to India, and that all 
foreign nations were pressed, &c." 

(828) :Fifthly, that the 5th prisoner likewise attended the Rebels 
at their Meeting at Barend Burger's. 

(829) Sixthly, that the prisoner, on the receipt of the said Jan 
& Theunis Botha's Letter dated 2nd & 3rd March 1799, (830) the 
first of which was directed to Marthinus Prinslo, to him the 5th 
prisoner, and to all the Brethren in general, (831) applying for 
assistance on account of the arrival of the Government Troops, 
(832) and upon a Letter of the 1st & 2nd prisoners Lo him, (8:{3) 
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also ordered 1,Icn to Ool'ga, (83-!) 1:ide the 71st to the 78th article 
of bis Interrogatories. 

(83G) Seventhly, that the 5th prisoner-i-idc the 84th 85th 
8Gth, & 87th articles-wrote the here under La U No. 2 subjoined 
Letter to Sina van Aart, and the Report to the 1st prisoner, on the 
subject of the Camp, (8:3G) endeaYouring by the former to procure 
an additional number of Men for the Camp at Ooega, (837) and in 
the latter he writes what follows : "Dear Brother & Sister M. 
I>rinslo, I have received news by C. van Aarden, but which are 
too many for me to mention all of them to you, but there is no 
danger, our Camp I think amounts to GOO Men, yet I shall advise 
you what, he not careless and <lo not lose a moment, hasten to the 
Camp, I pray for God's sake do lose no time, mount and call in 
your way on me, I then shall communicate to you every thing ; 
do not lose time, and mount, the English should they come even 
with 4000 Men cannot hurt us, call on me. I remain your 
Brother,-(signed) B. J. Bester. Written in a hurry, burn the 
Letter." (838) Which Letter the 1st prisoner, in the 159th 
article, acknowledges to have received. 

(839) The Crime of Jean Isaac Bonte, Gth prisoner, consists in 
(840) First, that the prisoner attended at the Meeting of the Rebels 
at Jan Bosch's, (841) notwithstanding his knowing-~,ide the 19th 
article of his Interrogatory- (842) they intended to commit 
violence on the Landdrost, and that nuys prepared to carry off 
the Lancldrost towards the Groot Vis Hiver, and there shoot him 
to Death, (84:3) and vidc the 20th article, that the Boers them­
selves intended to appoint Magistrates, and that the principal of 
them were A<lriaan rnn Jaarsveld, l\farthinus Prinslo, Buys, Jan 
Botha, Gert Hautenhach, and Theunis Botha. 

(84-4) Secondly, that the prisoner ,note, at the request of Gerrit 
Oosthuyzen, the open Letter hereunto subjoined sub L" U No. 4, 
addressed to the 1st prisoner & dated March 1799, applying 
especially for assistance against Government Troops, (845) and 
concluding in the words "from this any person may clearly con­
ceive that there is danger, so that every man may regulate himself 
accordingly and repair to the spot, viz. Zwartkops River, as quickly 
as posRible, in order to afford assistance. This is absolutdy to be 
forwarded from house to house unto Marthinus Prinslo, cito, cito, 
all this night through." (84G) Which appears from the 41st & 
·1~ud articles of the prisoner's Intcnoga.tory. 
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(84 7) Thirdly, that lastly the Gth prisoner acted as a spy and 
reported his observations to the 1st prisoner, (848) this the 
prisoner has endeavoured io deny, (849) asserting his never 
having been at the Zwartkops River, but returned on the road, 
(850) vidc the 48th article of his Interrogatories, (851) owning 
however the report of the 8th March 1799 by him written and 
sent to the 1st prisoner, (852) here under La U No. 1 subjoined, 
and which the 1st prisoner, in the 152nd article of his Interroga­
tories acknowledges to have received, (853) in which report the 
6th prisoner states among other things in substance (854) "Good 
Cousin Marthinus Prinslo, these are to let you know that I went 
to Zwartlcops River, and thence rctilrned to report to you that the 
Men there are anxious to see you with your Men, there is danger, 
the English are landed at Thomas Ferreira's, where they have 
pitched their Camp, there are 100 Men and 400 Pandours, and to­
morrow they expect 130 Huzzars from long Kloof, according to 
which that Major said. Pray Cousin Marthinus be not careless, 
and send Men from the Heights to our assistance, there is danger, 
you may believe it looks dreadfal, there arrives no reinforcement 
yet, answer me quickly by my Hottentot Jacob, that I may be 
enabled to report again to the Men, &c." (855) Vide the 47th 
article of the 6th prisoner's Interrogatory. 

(856) As to the 7th prisoner Petrus Fredrik Ilautenbach, (857) 
here is especially to be considered (858) First, that the prisoner-vidc 
the 13th & 14th articles of his Interrogatories-knew of the often 
cited Letter of the 12th December 1798 written by Jan Botha, 
who lived at the prisoner's, for renewing the former patriotism. 
(859) Secondly, that the prisoner also attended with the two first 
prisoners & Coenraad de Buys at the meeting of the rebellious 
Boers at Jan Bosch's, (8GO) where the pricioner confesses to have 
agreed to the proposal of carrying off the Landdrost of Graaff 
lteinet to Caffraria, (861) vide the 2Gth, 27th & 86th articles of his 
Examination & further Interrogation, (862) the Execution of which 
proposal was postponed-vidc the 30th & 31st articles-only 
because a sufficient number of Men had not then joined together. 
(863) That the prisoner also afterwar<ls atten<led at the Meeting of 
arme<l Men at Barend Burger's, (864) vidc the 38th, 39th, & 40th 
articles of his Interrogatories. 

(865) Fourthly, That the prisoner-ville the 52nd, fi3rd, fi4th, 
::i5th, 56th, & 58th articles-likewise repaired in arms to the 
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Camp at Coega, and took there upon him the function of 
Officer, or-so as the prisoner styles it-non Commissioned 
Officer. 

(866) Fifthly, that the prisoner caused the 8th prisoner Godfried 
Koch to write from the said Camp the Letter hereunto annexed 
sub La U No. 5, addressed "To the old protector Marthinus 
Prinslo, & to Barend Bester," in which among other things is 
mentioned, (867) "you are hereby informed that you are now to 
come quickly to our assistance, for the danger is grown to the 
utmost, and if you cannot come with the whole of your Men, you 
must then come with a part thereof, and when you come you may 
safely advance to the Zoutpans N ek, but there you are to be 
cautious and spy whether the pandours to the number of 100 are 
not perhaps already before you, and should you arrive earlier than 
we at the appointed place, then you must await us, and should we 
be there earlier than you then we will stay for you. The Troops, 
we understand, are to march from Zwartkops River on the 12th 
& the number of them that are to march is 160 Hussars & 100 
pandours attended by Secretary Oertel," (868) which Letter the 
prisoner fully owns in the Glst, 63rd, & 64th articles of his Inter­
rogatories. 

(869) The Crime of the 8th prisoner Godlieb Ertman Christiaan 
Koch consists in (870) First, that the prisoner who did not reside 
in the District Graaff Reinet, but was there only from the Month 
of August 1798, (871) attended on the 10th February 1799 at the 
Meeting of the Mutinous Inhabitants of Graaff Reinet at Jan 
Bosch's, and continued in that District, (872) notwithstanding bis 
knowing they had there resolved to attack the Landdrost of Graaff 
Reinet, (873) vicle tho l\Jth to the 23rd article of his Interrogatory, 
(874) confessing in the Glst article "that there they had been 
particularly told Coenraad de Buys intended to retake the Cape 
with the Caffers and the Men he might press on the road." 

(875) Secondly, that the 8th prisoner acknowledges to have 
written the paper herel1y subjoined sub L" K (87G) to the 
following purport: "the Burghers of Zwagershoek are required 
by the voice of the people to attend on the 17th JTebruary at the 
Drostdy of Graaff Reinet with arms & ammunition, and any person 
that docs not appear will be considered as a Traitor to the Country. 
1 yu1 February 1799. (signed) The Voice of the People.'' (877) 
vulc tho 27th, 28th, 20th, &. 30th articles of his Iuterrognforief:l. 
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(878) Thirdly, that the 8th prisoner attended at the Meeting 
of the rebellious Inhabitants at llarencl Burger's on the 17th 
February. 

(879) Fourthly, that the prisoner in the 48th, 4!1th, :iOth, & 51st 
articles confesses to have repaired armed with a Musket hr had erni 
borroiccd to the Camp at Coega, on the receipt of the Letters circu­
lated for that purpose. 

(880) Fifthly, that the prisoner moreover there also thought 
proper at the request of the 7th prisoner Piet Uautenbach to 
write with a pencil to the 1st prisoner Marthinus Prinslo the 
Letter there in the 8G7th article inserted, (881) to which he also 
confesses to have put the 7th prisoner's name, at his request, (882) 
ancl to have read that letter before the people in the Camp at 
Coega, (883) vide the 50th article of his Interrogatories, (884) and 
his statement on his confrontation with the 11th prisoner Lucas 
Meyer in the 56th article of the latter's Interrogatories. 

(88:i) Herewith proceeding on from the subject of the eight first 
prisoners, there next come under consideration 

(886) The Ninth & Tenth pri~oncrs Oerharclus Scheepcrs & 
Pieter Ignatius van Kamer, (887) against whom there occurs only 
(888) that they, after General Vandeleur with his Troops ha(l 
already passed the place where they were, (88!:J) emleavoured, at 
the 4th prisoner's request, to cause the Inhabitants of the 
Gamtouws River and the long IGoof in Zwellell(lam to take up 
arms against the Government Troops, (8\JO) for which purpoRc tho 
10th prisoner wrote, and tho 9th prisoner sent off, the paper here­
unto annexed sub Law No.1,(8\Jl) directed" 1'o all wdl ml'anin!J 
Pric1uls a,id acquaintances that are possr.~.ml of 1111y tcniltr frclin!J.~ 
fol' their fellow Creatures," (802) vide the 8th, 10th, 1 llh, 12th, 
13th, 14th, 19th, & 20th of the Dth prisoner's Interrogatories 
and the 7th to the 11th article of the InterTogatories of the 10th 
prisoner. 

(8!)3) The Crime of Lucas Meyer, 11th pri~oner, chiefly consists 
in (894) :First, that he attended the rebellious Meetings both at 
,Tan Bosch's and at Barerul Burger's, (8!J:i) where he in the 31st l, 

3~nd articles of bis Interrogatories confesses to have signed tho 
paper (8%) which he states contained an engagement to continue 
faithful to Coenraad de Buys. 

(897) >'ccondly, that on the receipt of tho circular open letters, 
he repaired in arms to Coega with a view to oppo~e tho Govern-

 

 



Records of the Cape Colony. 255 

ments Troops there, (898) ville the 45th, 4Gth, 47th, 49th, & 50th 
articles of his Interrogatories, (89D) some of the prisoners having 
stated the 11th prisoner to have acted even as Officer at Coega, 
(900) which the prisoner however denies, (901) by saying in the 
48th article "Gerrit Hautenbach wanted to appoint him Officer, 
but there being so many young people he had declined it," (902) 
and in the 49th article, " I declined it because there was not a 
sufficient number of Men over whom I might have acted as 
Quarter Master, and therefore I engaged as private." 

(903) With regard to the 12th prisoner Zacharias van ,T aarsYeld, 
there is to be considered (904) First, that at the requisition of the 
1st prisoner he joined the armed party to rescue his Father, the 
2nd prisoner, from the hands of Justice, virlc the 11th, 12th, & 
13th articles of his Intenogatories, (fl0:i) Secondly, that on the 
25th January 1799 he also attended tbe mutinous multitude at 
tho 2nd Drift, (90G) and also on the 17th February at Barend 
Burger's, (907) vide the 24th & 29th articles of his Interrogatories. 

(908) Thirdly, that the 12th prisoner repaired in arms to the 
Camp at Coega, (909) vide the 45th & 4Gth articles, (910) stating 
in the 50th article to have done so upon his father's Commands. 

(911) The Charges against the 13th prisoner Willem Grobbe­
laar are the following : (912) First, that the prisoner on the 
receipt of the circular req_uisitory notes joined the rebellious In­
habitants both at Ba.rend Burger's and t the Drostdy of Uraaff 
Heinet. 

(!Jl 3) 8ecoll(lly, that the prisoner was on the Hlth :February the 
Bearer into the Meeting of the Landdrost and IIeemraden of the, 
in the 23lith article of this demand mentioned, insolent and 
threatening note relative to the Callers, (014) ridc. the lGth & 22nd 
articles of the prisoner's Interrogatories, and also Day nook of the 
Landdrost hereunto subjoined sull La "\V. 

(!J15) Thirdly, that the prisoner, likewise on the receipt of tho 
aforesaid circular note,i, repaired in arms to the Camp at Coega, 
(!llG) virlc the :\Gth, 37th, 3!.lth, & 40th, and following articles of 
his Interrogatories. 

(917) With respect to the Hth prisoner J acolJ Kruger Senior, 
there principally occurs (918) First, that the prisoner, independent 
of his having prior to the trnnsa 'Liou with the 211(1 prisoner 
forwanle1l Letters from the 1st prisoner to Coenraa<l de Buys, also 
11roceede1l in arms, at the 1st prisouer's re<1uisition & nrnlcr his 
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Command, to assist, and actually dill aRRist, in the re cuing of Van 
Jaarsveld, ,,:i!lc the 8th & flth articles of his Interrogatory. 

(!J1!1) Secondly, that the pri ouer on the :2.ith of ,Tamiary 
repaired with the other Men to the 2rnl Drift nPar <:raaff Hl•inet, 
(\):W) arnl afterwards at Barernl Burger's, (021) i·idr the 111th, 2:lril, 
24:th, 2/ith, 2Gth, & 27th articles, (!)22) Thirdly, thaL the prisoner 
was in arms in the Camp formed against the Government Troops 
at Coega. 

(!J23) The Crime of the lfith Prisoner Willem Venter consi:=;ts 
in (!)24) that by the 1st prisoner's re(]_uisition he assisted in arms 
at the rescuing of the 2nd prisoner, vidc the 1/ith & llith articles of 
his In.tenogatories, (923) and also on the 23th ,T anuary attemlcd 
in arms the Insurgents at the 2nd Drift of the Drostdy Graaff 
Iteinet, vidc the 21st & 22nd articles, (92G) having also attended 
them, but without arms, at Barend Burger's, vidc the 28th & 29th 
articles, ct seq. 

(!J27) And as to the 1Gth prisoner Paul Venter, (!128) that he 
attended, hut without arms, the ht prisoner & the other Men 
when they went to rescue Van Jaarsveld, (!12\l) i-idl' the 1:hh 
& 14th articles of his Interrogatories, (\130) and also attended on 
the 2i>th January the mutinous multi tulle at the 2ml l )rift, 1·i1fr 

the 22nd & 23rd articles, (D:n) ,rhcre he in the 2-lth c 2.ith 
articles guesses to have then !Jeon Letween 00 & 100 men, some 
of them with, and others without arms. 

(032) With regard to lhe 17th prisoner Gcrrit Botha, (!l:tl) 
:First, that he, by Coeuraacl cle Buys's command, so as he e.xprcRRCR 
himself in the 14th artiele of his Interrogatories, atternlell in arms 
the Insurgents at Jan Bosch's on the 10th Fehruary, (!l:l l) 
Secowlly, that he on tl1e 17th February again atternh·1l them 
in arms at Barernl Burger's, (\!;);-;) where he knew they met in 
order to e.xecutc the plan against the Landdrost, (!J:Hi) ti1h the 
12th, 13th, 13th, llith, 21st, :nth, & 38th articles of his I ntenoga­
tories. 

(fl37) And lastly as to the 18th prisoner Johannes Kruger, (!l:l8) 
J.<'irst, that he, notwithstanding he aeknowledges in the 1 :.lth article 
of his Interrogatories the District of Oraaff ltl'inet lmving ever 
since the 2nd prisoner Van Jaarsvel<l's rescue until the arrirnl of 
the Government Troops been in a constant revolt, ueverthcless 
attended, altho' without arms, allll continued with lite lwrnrg •nts 
at the :.lrnl Drift nl'nr the 1)rostdy <lraafl' ltl'inl't on th1• 2:-ith 
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January 179!), (U-!O) vide the lUth to the 25th article of his In­
terrogatories, (941) Secondly, that the prisoner again attended them 
intentionally, tho' without arms, on the 17th February at Barend 
Burger's, (U42) without acquainting either his Landdrost or his 
:Field Cornet with this criminal Meeting, vu.le the GGth article, 
(!)43) as all this will more fully appear from the 32nd, 33rd, 34th, 
35th, & GGth articles of his Interrogatories. 

(944) Having herewith concluded the Charges occurring against 
each of the prisoners, (945) the Fiscal Rlttione Officio Prosecutor 
will now occupy your \Vorships' al ,;ntion one moment longer 
(94fi) with what the prisoners ha\"u alh lged in their defence, (947) 
and with an examination whether and how far this vindication 
may deserve your \Vorships' Judicial consideration. 

(948) Nothing, Worshipful Gentlemen, would afford to the 
Fiscal, (04!)) who is at present called upon by virtue of his office 
to the unpleasant task (950) of entering a Criminal prosecution 
against 18 Inhabitants, who, most of them, have Wives, Children, 
and other near Relations in this Colony, (!)51) for their having 
committed one of the greatest Crimes Man can be guilty of, (932) 
Nothing would afford to him a greater satisfaction (953) than the 
Meeting in the course of the examination of the present case any 
material arguments of exculpation, (%4) and then the being 
enabled conscientiously to lay those ~uments before the Judge 
in their behalf. 

(\l;;,i) Bnt Gentlemen, however desirable this would have been, 
(!l;;1\) Your vVor::;hips yourselves will on examination of this suit 
plainly perceive the impossibility, (!l57) the principles of Justice 
preserve(! to stale, from the case itself, with regard to most of the 
prisoners any mitigating circumstances to a Judge, (0fi8) who is 
in duty bound to administer Strict Justice without respect of 
persons. 

(9;;9) Almost all the prisoners have alledged in their vindica­
tion, (060) "that they were compelled by Coenraad de Buys," 
(!Jfil) excepting the 3rd, 5th, 6th, 17th, & 18th prisoners, (962) 
who corn,ider partly the 1st (!JG3) and partly the 1st and 2nd 
pri. oncrs as the Chiefs and Authors of the late unfortunate oc­
cu1Tences at G1-aaff Ileinet, (!lG4) as it appears (%5) from the 
interrogatory of the 3rd prisoner ad article 51st, ditto of the 
5th prisoner ad articles 34th, 35th, G2nu, G3rd, & GGth, (HGG) from 
the Interrogatory of the Gth prisoner article 21st, ditto 17th 
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prisoner article 44th, ditto 18th prisoner article 53rd, (967) the 
3rd prisoner in the 51st article, to the question whether he must 
not confess the Field Cornet Van Rooyen, who has not meddled 
in the mutinous transactions at Graaff Reinet, to be a good Man, 
(968) answering: "Yes, would I had followed the advice of my 
old good Father, who often impressed on our mind that we were 
to honor our Magistrates next to God, but those Seducers--" 
(969) and on the further question, in the 60th article, whom he 
meant by those Seducers, (970) replying Marthinus Prinslo. 

(971) And the 5th prisoner, having asserted in the face of the 
two first prisoners that they were the Chief Authors of the Camp 
at Coega, declares in the 101st article of his further Interrogatories 
" that the 1st prisoner had said he would be responsible /or all the 
consequences." (972) And the 17th prisoner, in the 41th article 
of his Interrogatories states '' that he considers Prinslo as the 
principal Author of the disturbances in Graaff Reinet," (973) 
adding " and I am extremely surprized at it, for he is a man that 
lives like a fish in the water, and yet he is always the first in the 
disturbances." 

(974) And the two first prisoners-who both accuse Coenraad de 
Buys-as well as all the other prisoners, none excepted, have fully 
declared that neither their :Field Commandants nor their Field 
Cornets, (975) to whom alone they acknowledge belongs the 
calling the people to arms in case of necessity, (97G) have not 
only not meddled with the matter, (977) but that the :Field Cornet 
Jan Strydom had even opposed the 2nd prisoner's application to 
him for the purpose, (978) and repaired to the Landdrost for 
orders, (979) vide the 94th to the 98th article of the 2nd prisoner's 
own Interrogatories, and also the 56th to the 62nd article of his 
son's, the 12th prisoner. 

(980) And it has most incontestably appeared in the course of 
the Trial (981) that Coenraad de Buys was really written for from 
Caffraria, (982) in order now to renew the former Graaff Reinet 
Patriotism, (983) and that further the principal Crime, (984) 
namely the forming a Camp at Coega, (985) and the Commanding 
<n calling people to arms against the Troops of Government, (986) 
has been committed by the prisoners, and took place at the time 
that Coenraad de Buys, who had not a single Caffer with him, 
(987) and when, altho' a Vagrant and Outlaw, the prisoners in 
their Letter of the 28th January l 7!J!J- vide the paper here sub 
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L• 0 No. 1 subjoincd-novortheless style the honest Protector of 
our Country, (!J88) was already returned into Caffraria. 

(!J89) The 1st prisoner himself was aware that this excuse would 
bo to no purpose for him, (!J!J0) when being asked in tho 201st • 
article of his Interrogatories "whether the favours which Govern-
ment, had conferred on the District Grnaff Heinet, by remitting 
their arrears of Land Rents, by allowing Lands Rent free for 
6 years, &c., &c., should not in gratitude have bound them at 
least to a quiet and peaceable behaviour," (9!Jl) he answers in 
substance "this I intended to do, but the bad letter of Jan Botha 
has se<luced me, would I had never received that Letter, or that it 
was burnecl." 

(!J!J2) In addition to the aforestated frivolous excuse, (!J93) which 
cannot certainly as to the prisoners' crimes come•into the slightest 
con ideration, (9!J4) as the same, being for a moment admitted, 
(9!J,i) could neYer be looked upon in any other light (9!.JG) than 
as an aclvice or threat of a single defenceless individual, (!J97) 
who cannot possibly be considered able to cause such terror (9!J8) 
as to render crimes, and especially Crimen Lmsre Majestatis, 
excusable, (!J9!J) more especially in a case where the Crimr.s were 
actually committed (1000) at a time the Criminals were out of the 
reach of such a person. 

(1001) The 4th prisoner Gerrit Rautenbach in particular has 
pretended (1002) that he had repaired to the Camp at Coega upon 
the intelligence he received of his wife's having been apprehended 
by General V andelem·'s commands, (1003) which occurrence 
cannot however operate in the prisoner's favour, (1004) because no 
act of a Government (1005) which the prisoner is in duty bound 
to respect (1006) can justify his taking up arms against it, (1007) 
much less his putting himself at the head of a number of armed 
l\fen, (1008) who had formed a Camp against the Troops of their 
Sovereign, (1009) this the prisoner seems to have felt himself, 
(1010) he being asked in the 71st article of his Interrogatories 
whether he must not confess to have violated by his conduct the 
solemn engagement of the Oath, and therefore to be highly guilty, 
(1011) answering "yes, this I confess, I have sinned, against 
Oovernmeni have I sinned, for I should have l.:cpt myself from 
Uorga." 

(1012) Somo of tho prisoners have endeavoured by pretending 
to help themselves (1013) they were by the other prisoners 
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requested or ordered to commit some acts or other, (1014) for 
instance the 8th prisoner, relative to the writing with a pencil at 
Coega the letter to the 1st prisoner, (1015) and the 9th & 10th 
prisoners, with regard to the Letter to the Inhabitants of the 
long Kloof and the District of Swellendam, &c., (101G) but neither 
can this kind of excuse in the present case avail, (1017) the 
writino of similar Letters constituting of itself the real Crime of 
High Treason, (1018) and the occasion or motive ther of not 
being able ever to justify the fact, (1019) as there is an Axiom in 
Law that in rebus illicitis manrlatu,,i does not justify him that 
suffers himself to be employed on any thing he knows, may or 
should kMw, to be criminal, (1020) and that more especially in the 
Crimcn lffajcstatis he who from any incompetent order executes 
anything that endangers the public safety or prosperity of the 
Country, (1021) or uses his endeavours towards that execution, 
(1022) is as punishable as the Mandans or Orderer himself, (1023) 
vide Van den Berg's Netherlands Advice Book 2nd Vol. Consult 17th, 
who just there treats of a similar question in case of Lrrscc 
Majcstatis. 

(1024) Finally, the 18th prisoner as the least guilty has en­
deavoured to exculpate himself entirely (1025) by stating in general 
(102G) to have repaired to the mutinous assembly without arms 
and unintentionally, (1027) nay in the 19th article of his Inter­
rogatory (1028) "that the Landdrost had commissioned him to 
tell such of the Men at the 2nd Drift as were his friends that they 
should return to their homes and desist from their plan," (1029) 
whereas not only the Landdrost in his official Leiter of the 
24th May 1799, hereunto subjoined sub L• L L, states tho 
prisoner to have taken a very active part in the late disturhances, 
(1030) so much so that the Landdrost petitions the Government 
to banish him from the District of Graaff Reinet for th, preserva­
tion of the iiublic peace, (1031) but the falsehood of this pr,_ 
tension also most evidently appears from his further Trial, (10:t~) 
when the prisoner in tho 4Gth & 4. 7th articles stat •s that during 
the Disturbances at the 2nd Drift, (1033) de Beer had invited the 
Men that belonged to the voice of the people to come to eat & 
drink gratis at his house at Graaff Rei.net, (1031) in which the 
prisoner, N B, likewise lodged, (1035) and did not once during all 
that time wait upon the Landdrost, vide the 48th article, (103G) 
which would not certainly have been the ca e had the prisoner 
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been commissioned by the Landdrost, and had he endeavoured to 
contribute in the smallest degree towards reestablishing good order, 
(1037) so that this circumstance alone affords sufficient reason to 
give full Credit to the Landdrost's aforesaid official statement, 
(1038) and to pay not the least attention to the prisoner's aforesaid 
groundless assertion, (1039) calculated only to make himself, 
although he is in the course of this suit considered as one of the 
least guilty, (1040) if possible pass as entirely innocent. 

(1041) Among the Documents herewith presented the Fiscal 
has the honor to lay before the Court three Letters marked La X 
Nos. 1, 2, 3; (1042) one of the 20th January 1799 written by 
Carolus Fredrik Tregard & B. C. Greyling, (1043) a ditto of the 
27th :February 1799 written by the Field Commandant Hendrik 
Janze van Rensburg, (1044) and a ditto of the 7th March 1799 
written by the :Field Cornet G. D. Geere, (1045) all of them 
addressed to the Landdrost of Graaff Reinet, (1046) in which the 
said Field Officers complain of the rebellious conduct of the 
prisoners, (1047) and assure their Landdrost that neither they nor 
the well disposed Inhabitants are concerned in it, (1048) and 
apply to him not only for his advice & orders how they were to 
act in that predicament, (1049) but also and more especially 
requested he would take care of the good Inhabitants, (1050) that 
they might not be considered as disobedient or criminal like the 
others, (1051) the first of the said Letters stating "now as we can 
easily conceive such an attemp must have bad consequences, we, 
none of us having meddled with it, and all of us intending ro 
continue dutiful, request you will keep us in your kind remem­
brance, and protect us against the dreadful consequences." 

(1052) And the second Letter, "I trust you will take care of 
the Loyal subjects, &c. I also request you will give Certificates to 
the good Burghers, for the Government to be enabled to distinguish 
them from the bad ones." (1053) And the 3rd Letter," Pray, Sir, 
have a heart of Uompassion upon us, not that I desire anything 
for the Uruel Men, grant me your advice that I may further 
behave dutifully and assist the few good ones." 

(1054-) This was tho behaviour of t,he good Inhabitants, who 
would not take any part of tho prisoners' rebellion; (1055) they 
applied, as was their duty, to their lawful officers and Field 
Cornets, (1056) who having encouraged them dutifully to continue 
in that conduct, (1057) acquainted the Landdrost with tbe occur-
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rence, and applied for his advice & protection, that they might 
not be considered as Rebels. 

(1058) This too defeats the pretence of the prisoners, (1059) 
and shows the conduct which the good and well disposed 
Inhabitants of Graaff Reinet, who loved peace and good order, 
(1060) observed and were able to observe, just at the period of the 
greatest confusion, in order not to be comprised among other 
Criminals. 

(1061) Moreover it cannot avail to the prisoners (1062) to have 
in this case transgressed against the present Government, (1063) 
nor can such a notion afford any excuse, exculpation, or any ground 
for any mitigation of punishment, (1064) as the prisoners being 
according to the Common Law lawful subjects of the Government, 
(1065) were, from that Law alone, independent of the Oath of 
Allegiance they acknowledge to have duly taken, liable to commit 
Orimen Lc.esre lffafestatis against the present Government. 

(1066) Any person becoming a subject (1067) either from natim: 
or from Law, (1068) from nature by Birth, (1069) and from Law 
by being admitted an Inhabitant of any place, by having settled 
there, or by being subfected by arms to another Government, (1070) 
mde Matthams de Crim Lib 48 D Tit 2 Cap 1 No. 7, Moorman 
of the Crimes l Book Cap 2 P 8, and Voet cod ad Lib 48 ff Tit 4, 
(1071) which latter explains himself in P 4 on the subject thus: 
" Crimen lresre Majestatis is committed only by those that are 
subjected to the power, either from their residence, from their 
being conq_1wred or admitted, or from their origin or birth, and 
who therefore are either from nature or Law in duty bound to 
respect the Sovereign," (1072) so that the taking the Oath of 
Allegiance was not even necessary to render the prisoners guilty of 
the Orimen Lr£Sro lffafcstatis against the present Government. 

(1073) Neither were the prisoners suffered to be ignorant on 
the subject, (1074) the same being very clearly explained to them 
by the Letter which Ilis Excellency General Craig took the 
trouble to address to the Inhabitants of (haaff Ileinet on the 
31st December 1796, (1075) which letter, here under L• II II II 
No. 14 subjoined, was not only found among the 1st prisoner's 
papers, (1076) but also by him in the 199th article of his Inter­
rogatories acknowledged to have been receive<l and circulated. 

(1077) The prisoners were also not instantly seized upon by 
Government for this Crin1e, (1078) nor ap1irehended, dragged 
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hither, and prosecuted for the first offence, (1079) no, on the contrary 
Government has these four years used every possible patience and 
forbearance towards all the Mutinous Inhabitants of Graaff Reinet. 
(1080) Government at the Surrender of this Colony to His Majesty 
in 1795 found the District Graaff Reinet in a complete state of 
anarchy, (1081) they had declared themselves absolved from their 
allegiance to the former Dutch Government, expelled the Landdrost 
& Minister from the District, and substituted there the Law of the 
strongest for that of good order. (1082) The present Government 
did not wish to take cognizance of these Transactions, (1083) but 
on tho contrary declared by Letter so early as the 23rd November 
1795, that all that had passed should be buried in oblivion and 
considered as though it had never existed. 

(1084) General Craig did already by his said Letter endeavour 
by Gentle means to render the prisoners sensible of the happiness 
and prosperity which the Inhabitants of the remote Districts would 
experience from peace and good order. (1085) He did not even 
wish to reinstate the former Landdrost expelled without the least 
reason, but appointed another in his room, and exhorted the 
Inhabitants to acknowledge him as the Representative of His 
Majesty in the District Graaff Reinet. (1086) And altho' the 
prisoners nevertheless expelled the Landdrost & Minister from the 
District again, (1087) after the latter had experienced the additional 
vexation (1088) of being interrupted in the pulpit in a Sermon he 
was preaching at Graaff Reinet on the 20th March 1796 for 
exhorting the Congregation to peace and good order, (1089) by a 
calling aloud to him, "Little Manger do but go on, it is your turn 
to-day, but tomorrow or the day after tomorrow it shall be ours," 
(1090) 7,-i,dc the Landdrost's report bearing date 26th May 1796, 
hereunto subjoined sub La W \V W No. 2. 

(lO!H) Yet did Government continue by gentle means and 
exhortations to endeavour to reclaim the mutinous Inhabitants of 
Uran.ff Reinct, and faithfully to warn them of the consequences; 
(10V2) Witness, first lhe proclamation of His Excellency General 
Uraig dated 17th Tebruary 179o, (1093) second, the Letter of the 
Larnldrost Bresler elated 2nd March 1706, (1004.) third, the Letter 
to the Landdrost Faure, dated 8th March 1796, (109/i), fourth, 
proclamation of the 14th March 1796, (1096) fifth, Letter to the 
provisional Land<lrost Carel David Gerotz, dated 12th September 
17%, (1097) sixth, Letter to the provisional L-inddrost, Hcemra,den, 
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I 

& people of Graaff Reinet, bearing the same date, (10!:JS) seventh, I 

Letter to the Inhabitants of Bruintjes Hoogte and the Zuurveld, 
dated the 31st December 17%, (1099) eighth, Letter to the 
provisional Landdrost and Heemraden of Graaff Reinet, dated 2nd 
January 1797, (1100) all which are merely presented for specula-
tion's sake under L• H H H Nos. 8 to 13. 

(1101) Some of the Inhabitants however of the Camhdebo and 
Sneeuwbergen in the District of Graaff Reinet, who valued good 
order, (1102) addressed and petitioned thereupon the said General 
would reinstate a proper Magistracy, and by so doing reestablish 
good order in that District again. 

(1103) This example was followed by the Mutinous also of 
Bruintjes Hoogte and Zuurveld, in their Letter to the said General 
dated 12th November 1796, (1104) hereunto subjoined sub L" 
H H H No. 3, (1105) requesting among other things" their being 
allowed to occupy a parcel of Land on the other side of the Groot 
Vis River unto the Katte River," (1106) and also "their being 
acquitted of the arrears of Land Rents," (1107) upon which Letter 
the said General gave himself the Trouble in his answer to enter into 
a minute detail on every subject that could tend to restore peace 
and tranquillity to the District Graaff Reinet, (1108) stating 
among other things in the said Letter, "I shall therefore not 
scruple to enter into the most explicit discussion of every point of 
your Letter, in the hope that I shall convince you of the benevolent 
and paternal intention of His Majesty, and that you will thereby 
be induced to abandon the wild and chimerical ideas which I fear 
have been too successfully propagated among you, and return to that 
state of tranquillity and subjection to the Laws which can alone 
insure your happiness and prosperity." 

(1109) And in another passage: "your next demand-namely 
to occupy a parcel of Land in Caffraria-can only be excusml on 
account of your i!!llorance of tho principles upon which the British 
Government is founded; with what face can you ask of me to 
allow you to occupy Lands which •belong to other people, what 
right can I have to give you the property of others, and what 
blessing or protection could I expect from God were I to cause, or 
even to encourage, such a gross and glaring act of injustice? \Vould 
not the Uaffers defend their right, and should I not in every view 
of morality and religion be respon, ible for every life that woul<l 
be lost in such a contest as a Murder. Itcilect one moment what 
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would be your own sensation were you to hear that I was even 
debating on a proposal which might be made to me to turn you 
out of your Farms and to give them to others, and I am sure you 
will feel regret at having desired me to allow you to do that which 
you would consider as the highest act of cruelty and injustice if 
done to you. Cultivate the friendship and good will oUhe Gaffers, 
receive them with kindness and hospitality, and if hereafter an 
extension of Limits be wanted, it may be in the power of Govern­
ment to procure it by purchase or by agreement, on terms of 
mutual conveniency; but no want can excuse an injustice, and it 
would not be to be wondered at if providence in his wrath was to 
blast with the curse of sterility Lands procured by the violation of 
His Commands." 

(1110) Adding his having represented to His Majesty the 
Situation of the Inhabitants of Graaff Reinet, as well as their 
inability of discharging the arrears of Land Rents, and his daily 
expectation of a gracious answer on the subject, (1111) and con­
cluding that Letter with this striking passage: "I earnestly exhort 
you to lay aside all jealousy and distrust, to abandon the absurd 
and chimerical notion of an independent Government, which fools 
and Traitors have inspired you with to your ruin, tho' possibly for 
their Benefit, and to concur with the rest of your Fellow Burghers 
in a submission to lawful authority and a restoration of law & order. 
I promise you that all that has hitherto passed shall be buried in 
oblivion, and that your interest and prosperity will be the object 
of the care of His Majesty's Government; on the other hand I 
must warn you not to disregard this exhortation, the peace of the 
Colony must no longer be disturbed, any further resistance will be 
considered as Rebellion, and speedy and effectual means shall be 
taken to crw,h it; above all remember that every act of violence, 
should you dare to permit yourselves to commit such, on any one 
living in peace and submission to Government shall be punished 
with the most exemplary severity." 

(1112) His Excellency the Earl of Macartney, on his arrival as 
Governor of this Colony, (1113) sent the Landdrost of Graaif Reinet, 
who having been exp •lled the District was then still in Cape Town, 
(1114) in the Month of June 1797 back again to Graaff Reinet, 
(111 :i) provided not only with the necessary Instructions remitting 
all the arrears of Land rents throughout the whole Colony, (1116) 
filld at the same time dispensing with the payment of those Rents 
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for a considerable number of Farms in Graaff Reinet for six years 
to come, (1117) but also with another energetic Letter directed to 
the Inhabitants, (1118) declaring all that had passed to be forgiven, 
(1119) and most earnestly exhorting them to behave quietly and 
peaceably, (1120) which 1.hen caused them to take the Oath of 
Allegiance before the Landdrost, (1121) mde the said Letter and 
Instructions, dated 20th of June 1798, hereunto annexed sub La 
H H H No. 16 & 17. 

(1122) Thus, far from having proceeded against them with tl1e 
least precipitation, (1123) Government on the contrary tried, tho' 
in vain as to some of them, all possible gentle means to reclaim 
the Mutineers of Graaff Reinet from their wild ideas and propensity 
to anarchy, (1124) and to represent to them the danger they ran 
by committing those Crimes again, (1125) in so much that Govern­
ment have displayed a most inconceivable patience indeed, (1126) 
which at length, it must be allowed, caused some of the ill-disposed 
to return again to their duty, (1127) but which experience has 
taught had no further effect on others, altho' they had taken the 
Oath of Allegiance, (1128) than until they thought there was a 
proper opportunity to disturb the District and there again to sub­
vert all good order. 

(1129) Now if on the above stated principle the Judge, in any 
doubtful case with regard to the Crirncn La;scc Majcstatis, is to con­
sider (1130) whether the Delinquents had committed any similar 
Crime before, (1131) whether he be known to be a mutinous or ill­
disposed person, (1132) then the prisoners indeed, (1133) who most 
of them have always taken part in the aforesaid disturbances, 
(1134) haye but little benefit to hope from the scrntiny of their 
assigned excuses, (1135) which being compared with these circum­
stances cannot but be considered entirely void, (1136) more especi­
ally as to the 2nd prisoner, (1137) respecting whom there is still 
extant a Resolution taken by the former Government on the !)th 
January 1795, (1138) hereunto suhjoine<l, L• II II JI o. rn, for 
mere speculation's sake, (113!.l) by. which he already at l hat time 
is described to be the first m1tl10r of thr plan as 11ernicious as dan­
gerous in the District Graaff Heinct, (1140) and given over to 
the prosecution of the :Fiscal, (1141) but which prosecution was 
dropped on account of the Surrender of tho Colony. 

(1142) There also occurs in the said General Craig's LcUer of 
the 12th September 17%, relative to the 2nd 1>risoner and the 
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transactions in Graaff Reinet in that year, the following words: 
"Jaarsveld must also be sensible that his conduct has been in a 
very particular manner reprehensible, he has signed the submission 
which I have received from you, and I am therefore willing, in the 
general system of lenity which I have adopted, to pass his behaviour 
over, but let him reflect upon what would have been the con­
sequence to himself, to bis Family, to his friends and his Country, 
if the King's Troops bad proceeded and reached your Colony, he 
possibly might have escaped personal punishment, but his Farm 
being burnt, his Cattle plundered or destroyed, and himself 
proscribed as a public enemy, where would be have carried his 
miserable existence ? I trust that he will seriously think on this ; 
and that his future behaviour will show that he bad a proper sense 
of the lenity of that Government which can excuse a conduct so 
reprehensible as his bas been," (1143) which Letter and the 
Contents thereof the 2nd prisoner in the 119th article of his 
Interrogatory acknowledged to have been duly acquainted with. 

(1144) It is therefore, Gentlemen, evident that the prisoners, 
insensible to any exhortation, warning, or favour, were past all 
reformation, (1145) that their Sovereign pursued every possible 
means even to prevent their Crime, (1146) and that they never­
theless greedily embraced the first opportunity that appeared proper 
(1147) so atrociously to offend Government again. 

(1148) The Fiscal, herewith dismissing the subject of the reasons 
assigned by the prisoners in their defence, (.1149) is now lastly to 
state (1150) the punishment the prisoners are severally to be con­
sidered to have incurred. 

(1151) If the mode of punishing under the former Government, 
(1152) by whose laws the prisoners are at present tried, (1153) 
had like the laws themselves been continued, (1154) then no 
doubt (1155) the four first prisoners, (1156) who, on account of 
the aggravation of their Crimes, are as the most culpable to be 
distinguished from the others, (1157) should, from what has been 
argued from the 53Gth article and following, and more especially 
from the 557th to the 575th articles of these presents, (1158) be, 
to be punished with one of the severest capital punishments, 
(llfi8i) applicable to the Crimcn Pcrdvcllionis. 

(llfi\l) But as the present Government did on the 17th May 
1707 (UGO) auolish the gradation of capital punishment, (llGl) 
the Fiscal is of opinion that they with the 5ih, 0th, 7th, & 8th 
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Prisoners, ·are to undergo such capital punishment (1162) as 
since that abolition has been practised here, (11G3) and that 
as to the 9th and 10th prisoners, however atrocious the crime 
may be (1164) and however deserving a similar capital punishment 
they may appear in Law, (1165) he however with submission 
thinks it incumbent on him to observe to your Worships (1166) 
that it does not appear (11G7) that the 9th & 10th prisoners have 
meddled either with the former or late disturbances in Graaff 
Reinet, (1168) they being most unexpectedly when in March 1799 
the Country Districts were in a state of general confusion (1169) 
called upon to write and dispatch the paper which constitutes 
their Crime, (1170) and which not long afterwards got into 
the hands of the Landdrost of Zwellendam, (1171) without 
having effected any thing, or made a single Man take up arms. 

(1172) Wherefore, (1173) and more especially on account of the 
principal Delinquents having been declared liable to Capital 
punishment, (117 4) the Fiscal is of opinion they with the 11th 
& 12th prisoners (1175) may be exempted from the Capital 
punishment otherwise deserved, (1176) and satisfy Justice by 
undergoing the pCEna rrwrti proxima. 

(1177) .And the Fiscal is further to observe, with regard to the 
13th prisoner, (1178) that there do not in his Crime itself occur 
any aggravating particulars, (1179) at least not so as to put him 
on a level with the other prisoners, (1180) he appearing to 
have been even sick dµring his short stay in the Camp at Coega. 

(1181) And as to the 14th prisoner, that tho' he repaired to and 
staid at Coega in arms, (1182) he has not however received any 
requisitory note for that purpose, (1183) but, just going to fetch 
salt, was casually informed by a young Man (1184) that English 
Ships were arrived in Zwartkops Bay, and that at Coe"a there 
were some people assembled. 

(1185) And also as to the 15th & 16th prisoners, (118G) that 
their Crime singly consi ting in (1187) that they assisted in 
rescuing Van Jaarsveld, (1188) without being the principal con­
cerned in the transaction, (1189) falls under the description of 
public violence. 

(1190) Likewise that of the 17th & 18th prisoners, (1191) these 
having repeatedly attended a number of mutinous disturbers of 
the public peace, (1192) and participated in those disturbances, 
(1193) so that the :Fiscal with all due submission thinks himself 
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warranted (1194) to urge with regard to the six last prisoners 
(1195) those law arguments which purport (119G) that accom­
plices in the crime of public molence, (1197) who are not to be 
considered as the Chief Ringleaders, (1198) are like those that 
1n1,tiny or participate in J,futiny, (1199) to be distinguished from 
the principal Mutineers, (1200) and always according to the 
nature of the case punished merely arbitrio Judieis, (1201) vide 
Moorman 1st Book Ch. 3 P 4 & 5 Matthrous cod Lib 48 Tit 2 
No. G, (1202) the latter stating in the cited place Tit 18 Ch 4 
No. 3, (1203) "in the case where a large number have offended so 
as to be dangerous or cruel to punish all of them, it is better to 
have the Ringleaders or Chiefs of the faction punished, that 
punishment may extend to few, but fear to many," (1204) 
the reason hereof is very justly assigned by Matth~us to be 
(1205) "because the multitude offend seldom without a leader." 

(120G) Very Justly says the :Fiscal, (1207) for as Seneca 
observes, "each follows his leader," (1208) and deserves excuse 
because of his having as it were gone astray on the puLlic road. 
]for which and other reasons, to be additionally adduced if re­
quired, the Fiscal by virtue of his office Prosecutor, making 
demand moves that the Fourteen first prisoners mentioned at the 
head of these presents be, by your ·worships, definitively sen­
tenced to be led to the place where in this Colony criminal 
sentences are usually executed, and there, being delivered over. 
to the Executioner, the Eight first prisoners 

1 Marthinus Prinslo 
2 Adriaan van J aarsveld, Senior 
3 Theunis Botha 
4 Gert Hendrik Hautenbach 
5 Barend Jacobus Bester 
G Jean Isaac Bonte 
7 Petrus Fredrik Rautenbach & 
8 Godlieb Ertman Christiaan Koch 

be punished with the halter at the Gallows until Death ensueth, 
:Further the Corpses of the four first prisoners, being drarrged to 
the Out Gallows, there to be hanged again, in order so to remain 
until the birds of prey shall have consumed them away, and the 
Corpses of the 5th, Gth, 7th & 8th prisoners being laid in a Coffin, 
to be interred under the Out Gallows. 

 

 



270 Records of the Gape Colony. 

That the 9th & 10th prisoners Gerhar<lus Scheepers & Pieter 
Ignatius van Kamer each of them an halter rounrl his neck 
exposed under the Gallows, be further with the 11th Prisoner 
Lucas Meyer and the 12th Prisoner Zacharias Alhertus van 
J aarsveld bound to a stake, severely whipped on their bare Laeks, 
branded and banished this Colony and the Dependencies thereof, 
during the time of their natural lives. 

That the 13th & 14th 1irisoners Willem Grobbelaar and Jacob 
Johannes Kruger having witnessed the aforesaid Execution, be 
banished this Colony for a term of Twenty-five years. 

That the 15th prisoner Willem Venter and the 1Gth prisoner 
Paul Venter be sentenced, the former to an imprisonment during 
J<'ive, and the latter Three years. 

And lastly that the 17th prisoner GeITit Botha and the 18th 
prisoner Johannes Kruger, Senior, on account of their long deten­
tion be each of them confined for a term of four weeks on water & 
bread, yet none of the Six last prisoners to be allowed ever to 
settle again in the Drostdy Graaff Reinet. 

With Sentence for the prisoners to pay the Costs & fees of 
Justice, and that it may please your Worships for reasons as­
signed in the 424th to 438th articles of these presents to absolve 
Jacobus Scheepers and Piet Grobbelaar, still confined in the Castle, 
from the Judicial arrest decreed against them on the 20th May 
last, or to award such other Sentence as your Worships may think 
just. 

(Signed) W. S. VAN IlYNEVELD. 

Laid before the Court the August 1800. 

Whereas 

(Copy.] 

Sentence of the Court. 

1 Marthinus Prinslo 
2 Adriaan van J aarsveld, Senior 
3 Theunis Botha . 
4 Gert Hendrik Rautenbach 
ii Barend Jacobus Bester 

aged 51 Y cars 
,, 57 ,, 

" 
!iO 

" 
" 

31 
" 

" 
35 

" 
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6 Jean Izaak Bonte aged 37 Years 
7 Petrus Frederik Rautenbach 

" 
31 ,, 

8 Oodlieb Ertman Christiaan Koch. ,, 42 
" !) Gerhardus Scheepers . ,, 32 ,, 

10 Pieter Ignatius van Kamer . 
" 

41 
" 11 Lucas Meyer 

" 
47 ,, 

12 Zacharias Albert us van J aarsveld ,, 29 ,, 
13 Willem Grobbelaar . 

" 
41 ,. 

14 Jacob Johannes Kruger ,, 58 
" 15 Willem Venter. 

" 
39 

" lG r>aul Venter ,, 47 ,, 
17 Gerrit Botha 

" 
44 ,, 

18 Johan Kruger, Senior 
" 

54 
" 

All Inhabitants of the Colony Graaff Reinet and Prisoners at 
present, have freely confessed, and it moreover evidently appeared 
by the documents of their process that have been exhibited to the 
llonourable Court of Justice of this Government, 

That the Second said pri oner Van J aarsveld being indebted to 
the Orphan Department a Capital amounting to Eleven thousand 
Guilders Inilia value, for which he Mortgaged the buildings of his 
Loan place named De Vreede Situated at the bottom of the Nieuwe 
Veldsberg, and whereas he the said prisoner did not pay the Rents 
of the said Capital during several Years, viz. since 1790, the said 
Orphan department therefore thought it necessary to give him 
Warning for the repayment of the said Capital. 

That the said second Prisoner being arrived at the Metropolis 
paid to I>roctor Ilernhardus de W aal, who was agent to the said 
Department, the rents up to the last December 1791 amounting to 
Rixdollars 441, for which he received a regular receipt on the 
lGth April 1794, with which he departed to his home. 

That some time after the Judicatory Messenger of Graaff 
Ueinet, Gustaaf Erling, having exploited on the 30th March 1798 
to the Second I>risoner a Summons for the purpose of repaying the 
aforesaid Capital with the rents, according to the Condemnation of 
the Court of J usiice, he the said second I>risoner answered the 
saiu Mes enger that he did not owe so much for Rents as was 
mentioned in the Rcnlenee, because he hall paid the Same N Il up 
to the last December 1704, delivering at the same time to the 
said Messenger ihe aforesaid receipt as a proof of what he s;tid. 

 

 



272 Records of the CaJJC Coluny. 

That on examining the said Receipt it evidently appeared to 
have been falsified by having the last number 1 of the year 1701 
until which Time. it was said the Rents had been paid, by having 
altered or changed the 1 into 4, forming by those means 17U4 out 
of 1791, which forgery appeared more clearly when at the requisi­
tion of the Deputy Fiscal, Petrus Diemel, transacting in the 
Criminal Causes of the Landdrost of Graaff Reinet, the Court of 
Commissioners examined the Accounts of the Anears of rents of 
the Capitals of the Orphan Chamber together with those accounts 
which the said Proctor de Waal kept on that subject, which pro­
ceeding consequently proved to the said Court that the rents had 
actually been paid only up to the Year 1791 by the 2nd prisoner, 
wherefore the said Deputy Fiscal addressed the Court of Justice by 
a Petition requesting a Mandate which he obtained by a decree 
of the 31st May 1798 per missive sealed with the Great Seal of 
the Court, by which Mandate the 2nd prisoner was Summoned 
personally to appear before the Court of Justice within the space 
of Six Months, allowing this period on account of his dwelling in 
so remote a part, in order to hear such prosecution, demand or 
request as would be stated against him, the 2nd prisoner, in the 
Name of the Landdrost of Graaff Rein et, in regard of the aforesaid 
Fraud, and defend himself against this accusation and proceed as 
the Law directs. 

That though the 2nd prisoner promised the Messenger who 
Served the Summons-vide his report-That on the day that was 
Stipulated, the 29th November 17!.J8, he would appear at the place 
he was required, yet when the Cause was regularly recorded on 
the 29th November 1798 he did not present himself before the 
Court, for which reason there was decemcd in judicio for the 
benefit of the first default, in consequence of the 5:3 .Art: of 
the Ordinances in regard of the manner of carrying on Law Suits 
in Criminal Cases, Corporal Apprehension of the Rummone<l 
Adriaan van Jaarsveld, which said decree was sent to the Land­
drost of Graaff Reinet, :Frans Reinhard Bresler, to be served on the 
said second prisoner. 

That the said Landdrost having received this decree, did send 
the Messenger of his Jurisdiction in order to notify to the 2nd 
prisoner that he should appear before him on the 17th January 
1799, and being arrived, made the Secretary read the same to him, 
that the 2nd prisoner then answered substantially " Sir I am afraid 
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this will cause a disturbance among the people," that notwith­
standing the 2nd prisoner had hecn put under arrest in one of the 
Hooms of the Landdrost's house in order to be escorted the ensuing 
day to the Cape. 

That the said Landdrost having received intelligence that ne:ir 
Zwartkops HiYer and especially behind Druintjes Hoogte some of 
the Inhabitants intended to commit irregularities, and having been 
repeate<lly Eye Witness to the Motions of Revolt that were made 
in tho District of Graaff l{einet, in which transactions the two first 
mentionc<l prisoners particularly , ignalized themselves, and where­
a. the ~triking answer he recei rnd of the second prisoner "onvinced 
him that his Suspicion was not without foundation; he therefore 
thought proper to take some effectual precaution in sending the 
second prisoner to the Metropolis, in consequence of which he not 
only gave the second prisoner in charge of a Sergeant and Two 
J)ragoons who the ensuing day conducted him in a waggon of 
Recretary Oertel who himself departed for Cape Town towards 
that place, but at the same time, being informed on the 10th January 
that some of the Inhabitants of Graaff Ileinet would rescue the 
2nd prisoner, he therefore immediately sent the Corporal and 
four Dragoons that remained at his house to protect the waggon 
of the said Secretary Oertel, in order to assist and conduct the 
aforesaid Serrreant through the place that is called Poort. That 
further the Landdrost on the 20th ,January, divine Service being 
over, caused the bells t,o be runrr and acquainted the Inbabitanis 
with the reason why the prisoner had hcen apprehended and sent 
to t,he Cape, exhorting them to conduct themselves in a peaceable 
manner and to forbear opposing the commands of those who were 
chargc<l with the administration of Justice. That the said 
Corporal with his four M:en who had been detached returned on 
the 2 I Rt of the sai<l Month to the Dro. tdy with a letter from 
~ecretary Oertel notifying that all was well and that he therefore 
sent theRe men back. 

That the 1st of the Pri oncrs Marthinus Prinslo, who dwells 
hehincl tho lh-uintjcs Uoogte, having in the meanwhile heard of 
the appreh •nsion of the 21Hl prisoner and that he was sent to tl10 

( 'ap •, immediately commanded a body of men to arm themsclve1> 
with M rn,kets, Powder, and balls arnl ag&emble in or1l01· to l'tlBCU • 

the 2ml l 1risoner. That in consPquence of this ihei men dit-1 
repair to and j(lin at ,fa<'ob all(l Carel Era ·mus's plac11 n11ler- the 

llf. T 
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Command of tho first prisoner, who himself departed armed for 
that purpose in the night of tho 19th and 20th January from his 
place. 

That the first prisoner at the head of this Cohort, among which 
was the 11th, 14th, 15th, and 16th prisoners, they overtook tho 
waggon of Secretary Oertel on the 21st January, and made halt at a 
distance of about 160 paces, when they dispatched J>ieter Erasmus 
and Barend de Clercq to demand the Second Prisoner from those 
who had him under their care, that these said persons conform to 
their order approached the W aggon and executed their commission, 
adding that if they did not Voluntarily deliver up Van J aarsveld 
he would be rescued by Violent and bloody means. 

That these persons demand having been refused, to which tho 
Sergeant added he was ordered not to deliver the 2nd prisoner, 
and should it happen that Violence would bo employed, he was 
to blow his Brains out and defend himself as long as ho could, 
they returned to the 1st prisoner, reporting to him what reception 
they received. That hereupon the 1st prisoner accompanie<l by 
his Men approached the W aggon and repeated his demall(l 
threatening that in case of a refusal he would employ Violence, 
and that in that case a Slaughttlr would ensue. 

That notwithstanding the Secretary Oertel represented to the 
first prisoner and his men the bad consequences their plan would 
draw upon them, assuring them at the same time that Van 
Jaarsveld was sent to the Cape not on account of what formerly 
happened at Graaff Reinet, but because ho had forged a receipt, & 
exhorting them also to let him depart for that reason, and that hl' 
might have an opportunity for defending himself on this Subject, 
&c., notwithstanding all those representations an<l admonitions the 
first prisoner repeated his demand, saying in a<ldition to it 1:30 
Men wore in readiness behind the hill, that they had sent him, 
and further substantially "There is a secornl matter which has 
already reached the long Kloof and which will break out at the 
first opportunity." 

That the Sergeant, though showing himself unwilling to deliver 
up the said Van Jaarsveld, at last on being threatened and having 
lieen asked for the prisoner the third time, did take Hecretary 
Oertel aside, saying to him that he was ready lo obey his Orders, 
but that his force was too weak, that tlwy hcronpoa unanimously 
thought proper to <leli ver the 2nd Prisoner to the fir t aml hi':l 
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armed band, which they actually did, the 2nd prisoner having at 
the same time told them " Men you had better let me go, you 
rencler both me and yourselves unfortunate." 

That the 2nd prisoner in this manner did with the 1st prisoner 
arn.l his Men depart and went in the first place to the place of 
}>irk van den Bergh, from whence the second prisoner at the 
request of the 1st wrote to A. P. Burgers a letter in which he 
acc1uainted him that the 2nd prisoner had been rescued, requiring 
of him at the same time that he should come to him, and 
mentioning about a letter which was sent at the same time to 
the said Burgers in which the great Intcntwn which had operated 
bcjorc would (1 ppca r, with this addition " We shall expect your 
speedy arrival at Graaff Reinet in order to assist the good intended 
decree of the Council with your Judgment. Malta that impreg­
nable place has been taken some months ago by the National 
Convention, Bengal and Ceylon shared the same fate, Salute, &c." 
That at the same day a note was wrote, by which some men were 
commanded in the name of the people to be present at the place 
of P. Hautenbach, the 7th prisoner, on the 25th January, with 
arms and ball cartridges, that however the writer of the said 
rcq ui itory note has not been discovered. 

That the 3rd prisoner having also headed some armed Men and 
rode to the River of Graaff Reinet, the 1st prisoner and the 2nd 
and some of the others accompanied by about 100 or more, 
mostly armml, repaired to the pl~e that is called the 2nd drift, 
situ:.te,l near the Drostly of Graaff Heinet. That both the Trans­
acLiou with the Recond Prisoner and the appearing of so many 
armed people induced the Landdrost and Senate to shew as much 
compliance as they possibly could, in order to calm the minds, 
and whereas their strength was too insignificant to face the 1st 
prisoner and his revolting Horde, patiently expecting at the same 
time the assistance of the Metropolis in order to quell the in­
surrection and reestablish good order. That consequent to this 
<li~position they resolved to dispatch the Senators Hermanus 
OliYier arnl Andries Adriaan Smit to go to the people that 
were assembled in onler to inquire into the nature of their pro­
ceeding;;, that having repaired thither they received for answer 
that the bocly of Men hn.d as,;emhled there to ask for what reason 
Van ,Jaarsvel<l had been apprehewled all(l sent away, and at the 
Hame time to a:;k some things that were reasonable. 

T 2 
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That hereupon the first prisoner together with 3 other prisoners 
did appear in the Assembly and notified that the discontentment 
of the Inhabitants proceeded from the apprehension and sending 
away the 2nd prisoner, without bringing him to a Trial, about the 
troubles that formerly took place at Graaff Reinet, and that they 
feared the same might happen to others, &c. 

That notwithstanding the Landdrost assured the 1st prisoner 
again that Van J aarsveld had been sent to the Cape for no other 
reason but on account of his having forged a receipt and that this 
transportation would have been effectuated by virtue of a Judica­
tory decree, they nevertheless insisted on having him set at liberty 
on giving bail provisionally, when particularly the first prisoner 
requestrd in the name of some of his Co-Inhabitants that a 
representation would be made to Government, viz. that the 
Inhabitants adjacent to Groot Vis River might be allowed to 
drive their Cattle in Caffraria. That during the Landdrosts and 
Senates deliberation on this subject, they perceived that several 
people of Sneeuwbergen returned to their places, so that after the 
Session was terminated there remained no more than about thirty 
persons of the Insurgents that were commanded by the 1st prisoner, 
with which number it seems their commander did not think proper 
to undertake anything further. That meanwhile the Lamldrost 
and Senate caused a copy to be given to the first prisoner of the 
Letter which they resolved to send to Government in respect of 
the prisoner Van Jaarsveld and the proposition whieh the 1st 
prisoner made relative to the places on the other side of Groot Vis 
River, this said Copy having been issued at the requisition of the 
1st said prisoner. 

That the first said prisoner did quit the second drift of the 
Drostdy with his horde the ensuing day, and all of them bein~ 
returned to their places he held a seeorn.l meeting at his place the 
28th January with the 4th, lith, & 7th prisoner;; and Reveral other 
persons, among whom was Jan Botha and Coenraa<l de lluys, 
which latter had absconded from this Colony in the Dutch time, 
residing since like a vagaboncl among the Caffers on the other side 
0f Great Vis River, where he kept a Caffer woman for his wife, 
agreeable to the Custom of that Nation, by which he ha<l several 
Children, for which reason the present Government would not 
a<lmit him in this Settlement, & considering him a Vagrant they 
therefore outlawed the same, notwithstanding \\ liid1 it e, idcntly 
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appears by the Confession of the 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, & 14th prisoners 
and different circumstances that the aforesaid Coenraad de Buys 
received intelligence of the first prisoner about what happened 
with Van J aarsveld, and that for that reason he left Caffraria and 
returned to his place. 

That at that time they resolved, and it appears that more than a 
Month previous to the Transaction with Van J aarsveld the first or 
chief Ringleaders of the Mutineers had combined to renew the Old 
Graaff Reiuet patriotism, by which some of the prisoners meant to 
couq uer the Colony Graaff Reinet by the assistance of the Caffers, 
in short to retake the Cape, as they called it, and a third party 
intended to carry off the Landdrost of Graaff Reinet and his family 
from the Drostdy. 

That at the same time the aforesaid congregation wrote, read to 
the people, and sent away a letter directed To our Good-natured 
and faithful Co-Inhabitant J. P. van der Walt, signed the general 
Voice of the People; that among other things there was said in the 
same letter " That the Plan of the people in general extended to 
Gamtouws River, Zwartkops River, and Bushman's River, in order 
to retake the Colony, &c." That after this both the said Coenraad 
de Buys and the first prisoner sent several letters in circulation 
for commanding or calling people to arms, to be present at Graaff 
Rciuet equipped with ammunition on the 12th of February next, 
and some of the principal insurgents repaired to the place of J au 
Bosch 2 days previous to the_ stipulated time, viz. the 10th 
I◄'ebruary, in order to see if the number of men would be suffi­
cient to execute the plan they meditated ; that there the said 
Coenraad de Buys, the 1st and 2nd prisoners, Jan Botha and Jan 
Bosch held a meeting in which they resolved to deliver the Land­
drost into the hands of C. Buys. 

That the prisoners apparently on account of the Veldwagt­
meesters IIemlrik Jansen van Rens burg and Thomas Dreyer, and 
others who faithfully adhered to their Duty ancl showed quite 
opposite 'eutiments, whereas they not only refused to Combine 
with the prisoners, but even reported in a proper manner what 
happened in their Districts to the Laml<lrost, and on the other 
hand the prisoners finding that their Sommation procured them 
but few people, they agreed to postpone their plan to the 17th 
:February and oruer the people of Zwager's Hoek to assemble also, 
the Burghers of that District having beon 01Joreu by a Letter 
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Signed the Voice of the people, to appear armed on tho said date at 
the Drostdy of Graafl' Heinet, incurring the penalty of being con­
sidered as Traitors to their Country in case they did not appear; 
ancl the prisoners and Coenraacl Buys distributed tho News of lhe 
Land<lrost inviting the Caffers against the Inhabitants, hy which 
Story the said persons expected to augment their party, ad(ling to 
the above that the said Lan<ldrost provided that Nation with 
powder and balls, and in order to give the pretext some strength 
they appealed to a letter they got possession of, wrote on the 
18th December 1797 to the Veld Commandant H. J. van Rensburg 
about some Tinderboxes and other Trifles which he sent to the 
Caffers, in order to preserve good harmony with that Nation; to 
the Chiefs thereof these small presents were directed, and 30 lbs. 
of Powder & 60 lbs. of Lead were added, not to be given to the 
Caffers, but that the said Vold Commandant might make use of it 
in cage he harl occasion to send a party on commando. 

That the Landdrost having received intelligence per letter of 
Darend Burgers wife on the 13th :February that 23 armed Men 
were again arrivotl from Zwartkops River at her place, antl whereas 
3 armed men were discovered near the Drostdy, and that the 
Landdrost was strictly guarded and observed betwixt the 14th & 
16th of the said month, he therefore took the precaution to keep 
in readiness the few Drago0ns that were stationed at the Drostdy, 
which occasioned the insurgents to suppose thnt if they employed 
Violence at the Drostdy they woultl meet resistance, that at last 
on the fixed day or the 17th February they again assembled to the 
number of 100 or more Armed Men at Barend Burgers, among 
which number Coenraad Duys and the 211(1 prisoner was present, 
but that the 1st prisoner was absent because one of his Children 
was ill. That at this place Coenraad de Buys represented to the 
honle, among other things, that it was necessary to sign a pnper; 
this paper some of the prisoners said was the plan in what manner 
they were to treat the Larnldrost, others said it was the oath of 
allegiance they were to swear to C. Buys, and others again said it. 
was a. kind of conspiracy or engagement of reciprocal fidelity, the 
real intention thereof however has not been discoverctl, whereas 
the said paper was torn to pieces in a. dispute tha.t arose am011g 
them, notwithstanding some had signed it. That the ltevereml 
Ballot, Minister of the Gospel a.t Graaff Heinet, having thought it 
his duty to repair to the rcvolters in order to rcconduct them to 
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their duty, or at least to prevail upon them for not committing 
personal offences, he succeeded so far as to retard the plan against 
the Landdrost, satisfying themselves however with giving him 
many insults, with reproaching the Heemraden, and ordering them 
not to assemble at the Drostdy, and by detaining others that came 
there upon business, &c. 

That at the same time they formed two ranks at Burgers place 
in the presence and after the departure of the Revd. Ballot, this 
being done at the desire of C. Buys that they might be mustered, 
that their Conduct evidently proved that they had in no means 
desisted from their plan, and that the admonitions of the Revd. 
Ballot made so happy an Impression on them, but that the want 
of a Sufficient number of men made them resolve to postpone the 
final execution of their Intention to another period ; and the day 
book of the Landdrost shews that the Mutinous motions of the 
horde continued to the 20th of the said January, and that in the 
interval of the 19th February about 30 Men barricaded the road 
to the Cape. The Insurgents having perhaps received information 
of, or may be expected that Troops were coming, they insolently 
sent word to the Landdrost and Senate, viz. "That if they did not 
take care that the Troops would be recalled they would know 
what they had to do." To which the Landdrost and Senate con­
sented merely to prevent the consequences of Hostilities. That 
after this the reuels sent a note to the Assembly which the second 
prisoner wrote, as he says, at th.ti request of the people, containing 
a rule according to which they were to treat the Caffers, viz. that 
no presents at all were to be sent to them in future. 

That the aforesaid Cohort, Coenraad Buys and the 2nd prisoner 
did quit the Drostdy and the 2nd Drift on the 20th of the said 
Month, and some of them returned again to the place of the said 
.J. Bosch, among these last mentioned there was U. Buys and Jan 
Botha, surnamed Botha one hand, which latter was charged with 
the forming of a Camp near the place called Coega, shortly after 
the said meeting at Jan Bosch's, that by those means His Majesty's 
Troops that were expected at Zwartkops Hiver's Hay might be 
prevented from Landing. That the 1st prisoner who, as he said, 
remained at home on account of his Uhild's indisposition, did like­
wi ·e arrive at the said Bosch's place, and swore a solemn oath to 
J au Botha, which contained, according to the confession of some 
of the prisoners, an engagement of allegiance with Coenraad Buys 
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& Jan Butha, and acconling to the saying of others, that he took 
upon him the task of repulsing the l~nglish Troops when advancing. 
That the 1st prisoner however declared that the Oath tended to 
nothing else but the remaining faithful to and not discovering or 
hetraying C. Buys and J. Botha. That after this Transaction 
Uocnraad Buys returned to Caffraria, and Jan Botha departed to 
the aforesaid Camp at Coega, in order to command the band that 
was to oppose the English Troops at their arrival. 

That mean while on the lGth of :February Report havinq been 
made to Major General Dundas of the Transaction with the 2nd 
1irisoner and of the State of the Colony, His Excellency F. Dundas, 
Lieutenant Governor at that time, thought proper to detach 
immediately a sufficient number of Military under the Command 
of Brigadier General Vandeleur, both by Sea and Land, in order 
to quell the Insurrection at Graaff Reinet in the most efficacious 
manner, and to capture the ringleaders thereof. 

That Brigadier General Vandeleur marched from this place with 
a division of Dragoons and Hottentots on His Majesty's Senice 
on the 17th February, that he was provided both ·with the neceRRary 
instructions and the proclamation which the Lieutenant Governor 
published on the said date iu regard of this case, in whieh 
proclamation the respective Inhabitants were strongly and seri­
ously exhorted to keep quietly their home during the march of the 
Troops, and that in case of disobedience they would incur the 
penalty that is mentioned in the proclamation. That hereupon 
the other Division successively departed in two Ships to ZwarLkops 
River, aml at their arrival there to continue their march to the 
Drostdy of Graaff Reinet. 

That Brigadier General Vamlelour being arrived at the Hagclkraal, 
in the centre of the Colony Zwellendam, on the 2Gth :February he 
was informed, and had reason to suppose from different circum­
stances that the Insurgents of Graaff Heinct were husy with inliC'ing 
the people of Zwellemlam to assist them, he therefore thou.,ht it 
expedient to forlJid the people of the said di trict to pass the 
Atta11uas lCloof, ordering them at the same time strictly to obey 
the aforesaid proclamation of the 17th :February. 

That as soon as the ])ivision arrived at Zwartkops Bay the :{nl 
prisoner, who was at his place situated near the ,mi,1 Bay, S('nt 
intelligence by way of an express to Gerrit Oostlmizen and his 
Jlrothcr Johannes Botha. 
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That the 1st prisoner at whose place the 2nd prisoner resided 
since the last meeting at Bosch's, conjointly with him the 2nd 
prisoner repeated their endeavours to command as many persons 
from all sides, by letters and orders, in order to repair at the Coega, 
the greatest part of these letters having been wrote by the 2nd 
prisoner who signed them with the name of the 1st, which Missives 
were distributed in the Country with the greatest expedition, to 
that effect that though some people took no notice of it, yet a con­
siderable number armed themselves and came up. That the 
2nd prisoner wrote another letter in the name of the 1st on the 
6th of the said Month to the Landdrost and Senate of Graaff Reinet, 
which tended to make them prevail upon the English Troops to 
return back. 

That the Landdrost and Senate not having answered this Missive, 
the two first said prisoners exerted themselves as much as 
possible in assembling as many Armed Men at Coega as lhey 
could do. 

That even the 2nd prisoner personally went thither, but having 
been taken ill returned, after having sent for the Veld Cornet Jan 
Strydom, endeavouring to persuade him to join him, that he 
however openly refused this proposition, declaring that he would 
ao to the Drostdy of his Landdrost and there receive his orders, 
which he did. 

That the 1st prisoner having received successiYe Ileports of the 
3rd, 6th, & 7th prisoners, both of the number of Government 
Troops and the Situation of t e Rebel camp at Coega, he 
continually admonished them per missive to take care that 
Government Troops could not march into the Country, whilst at 
the same time the 7th prisoner Pieter Hautenbach made the 8th 
prisoner ,n-ite a letter from their Camp, dated the 10th March, hy 
which he indicated in what manner they could oppose the English 
Troops, and how the Men of Cocga might join after that those of 
the Zoutpans N eek, which letter was publickly read at Cocga 
before it was sent away. 

That General Vandeleur having mean while passed the Oamtouws 
Hiver with his Corps, did meet on the 7th March the 4th prisoner 
Uerrit Hautenbach betwixt Lourie River and Galgenbosch, who 
conducted him to his place, from which the Brigadier General 
proceeded the ensuing day to Algoa Day, leaving instructions wil:h 
l\Iajor 8hcrlock, Seuior Oflit:cr, to cause the prodamaliou of the 
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17th February to be reaJ to the 4th prisoner, exhorting him at the 
same time to remain at bis place, which said orders Brigadier 
Major Sherlock punctually executed. That notwithstanding this 
the 4th prisoner, having quitted his place, and the Brigadier 
General Vandeleur hearing that he headed the rebels at Coega, but 
that at the same time he visited his home from time to time, the 
General therefore sent some men to avprehend him, but the 
detachment not finding him at home, they brought away his wife, 
which was set at liberty some days after. That Jan Botha, one 
hand, having left Coega in order to gain the Cafl'ers that inhabit 
this side of Groot Vis Iliver, according to the declaration of some 
of the prisoners, in which it seems he did not so quickly succeed, 
the 4th prisoner took upon him not only the Command of the Men 
at Coega, but even endeavoured to gain the assistance of the people 
at long Kloof and Zwellendam, for which purpose he among others 
charged Gerrit Scheepers the 9th prisoner to circulate for that 
business the necessary letters, which letters have however been of 
no service to the insurgents, whereas the care the Brigadier General 
took in regard of cutting off the connections betwixt those districts 
by the proclamation was of a good effect, and prevented the rebels 
intention. That at the same time some Boers gave themselves up 
to General Vandeleur and lnid down their arms, and these persons 
not appearing to be principally concerned he immediately pard.oned. 
them ; they at the same time informed him that the rebels were 
joined by a great party of Gaffers, and that their intention was to 
attack him in his Camp. 

That General Vandeleur having advanced with his Troops 
towards Graaff Reinet and. the Mutineers at Coega, finding them­
selves disappointed in regard. of the number of Inhauitants that was 
expected to oppose the English not appearing, anJ that Ifa 
Majesty's Troops were close upon their heels, which at the same 
time caused to vanish the hope they placed in Jan Botha and the 
Gaffers, they first retired lo Gerrit Oostlrnizen's, and afterwards to 
the place of Hendrik J anse van Hens burg, and in this manner 
they disbanded. That whilst General Vamlcleur arrived at the 
Drostdy Graaff Heinet on the lUth March, the Lamhll'Ost informed 
him that during two months he had been in a State of Siege to 
such a degree that he had ueen obliged. to keep within doors, under 
the protection of a Sergeant and 7 Dragoons that were stationed at 
the Drostdy. That after the an-ival of General Van<l.elcur at the 
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Drostdy, there appeared two delegates of the Rebels, with a request 
in which the Mutineers submissively asked to be pardoned. 

That in the beginning of April tho said Brigadier General accom­
panied by the Landdrost of Graaif Itcinet and an escort went to 
lJruintjcs IIoogte, where in the first place he caused the 2nd 
prisoner and his son Zacharias van Jaarsvo}d the 12th of the 
prisoners to be apprehended; and on the 6th of the said Month 
April tho greatest part of the Insurgents commanded by the 1st 
prisoner appeared in a bolly and laid down their arms before His 
Majesty's Troops. That having apprehencled those that were most 
culpaLlo, the General jointly with the Landdrost judged proper to 
pardon the rest, on paying a penalty to Government, furnishing 
one or two horses to the Cavalry according to their circumstances, 
and others that were poor nothing; cautioning all of them at the 
same time against any future bad conduct: the number of these 
aforesaid persons amounting to 93. 

That there remaining however 27 persons that did belong to the 
band of Rebels, who did not appear, the General published a 
proclamation on the 22nd April, by which they were called on by 
their proper names in order to appear before the 3rd May at the 
place of Thomas Ignatius Ferreira, and then to deliver up their 
arms, which order some of them obeyed and brought the muskets, 
among which Jacobus Scheepers and Pict Grobbelaar have been 
also apprehended, whilst another party of them amon;; which was 
Jan Botha, oue hand, retired to Caffraria, and lastly the 9th and 
10th prisoners \\·ere also taken at Zwartkops River, and the whole 
o[ the Captives amounting to 20 were sent by H.M. Ship 
Rattlcsnnke to the Cape. And whereas His Excellency the 
Lieutenant Governor Major General Dundas received information 
that the Hchcls of Graaff Iteinet meant to oppose even Government 
Troops and moreover endeavoured to draw the people of Zwellcndam 
and other Districts into their pernicious plan, he th rcfore thought 
proper to publish a proclamation, by which not only the District 
of Graaff Heinet where the Itehcllion still continued and 
particularly at Emintj1·s IIoo!JtC, Zl!11rvcld, and Zu·artlwps River 
were placed under Military Jurisdiction, that hy those means the 
short manner of the Military laws or Court Martials might be 
in force, but at the same lime the proclamation ordered that the 
said part of Grau.ff Rcinet, except the V el<l Offtccrs and such 
others as could produce a certificate from General Vandeleur 
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should deliver their Arms and Ammunition to the Commanding 
Officer. 

That from all the aforesaid and by the Examination and 
documents of the Law Suit and particularly by the Own Confession 
of the prisoners, the Judges are convinced that the Crime of the 
1st prisoner Marthinus Prinslo consists in 

1. That exclusive of his correspondence with Coenraad Buys 
who, though being declared a Vagrant and Outlawed, had some 
influence upon the Caffers among whom he dwelled, he the 
said 1st prisoner received a letter from Jan Botha, dated the 
12th December 1798, containing a proposition for renewing the 
Old patriotism and to carry it on in a better manner than bcf ore, 
which said letter he the 1st prisoner kept and read to several 
persons. 

2. That the prisoner commanded and caused to be commanded 
Armed Men in order violently to rescue the 2nd prisoner from the 
hands of Justice, who had ordered him to be sent, according to a 
legal decree issued for that purpose, to Co.pe Town. 

3. That the said 1st prisoner actually put this design in Execu­
tion and Commanded the Armed that were sent for that 
purpose. 

4. That the said prisoner said on that occasion " There is a 
Second matter in agitation which already reaches the long Kloof, 
and which will explode at the first opportunity," from which it 
most evidently appears that the prisoner was fully acquainted with 
the plan that was meditated and how they would proceed against 
Government and the Magistrates of the Colony in which he lived, 
the prisoner having acknowledged in his Trial that he meant to 
renew the patriotism. 

5. That the prisoner held a revolutionary meeting of armed 
people at the 2nd drift of Graaff Reinet on the 25th January 1799, 
where, after having behaved most insolently, he thought proper to 
request the Senate would propose to Government" that the Inhab­
itants adjacent Groot Vis River might be allowed to drive their 
Cattle and Settle in Caffraria," which petition he made under the 
protection of about One Hundred Men in Arms, which were at the 
2nd drift. 

6. That the said prisoner on the 28th January 1799 in conjunc­
tion with the 4th, 5th & 7th prisoners and Coenraad Buys- held a 
nearer conference at his place, forming on that occasion a compleat 
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Conspiracy against the Colony, which appears by the letter which 
was wrote on the same date, and signed the general Voice of the 
people, and directed to "Our good natured and faithful Co-Inhabi­
tant J. P. van der Walt," containing viz. "The general plan is, of 
the Gamtouws River, Zwartkops River, and Boschesmans River, 
Suurberg, and Bruintjes Hoogte, that they unanimously agreed to 
take the Colony in our possession again," &c., to which they a1lded 
merely to make harmless and ignorant people participate in their 
design, that the Landdrost had endeavoured to raise or set the 
Caffers against the Christians, but that, viz. letter, the honest 
protector of our Native Country Coenraad Buys had prevented it. 

7. That the prisoner on the 10th February 1799 held another 
rebellious meeting at the place of Jan Bosch, which in his Trial he 
acknowledged to have been done, in order to approach Graaff Rcinct 
according to their plan, the prisoner substantially saying "the plan 
was fixed before to knock the Landdrost's brains out, but I opposed 
it, and said they ought to let him continue his office until Govern­
ment had answered the letter about Van J aarsveld, and that they 
should place him at Willem Priusloo's," and the prisoner being 
asked if they had not agreed at Bosch's to draw the Caffers in a 
body and proceed with them to take the Cape if possible, he 
answered their plan had been to join the Caffers to the burghers 
and retake Graaff Reinet, aud all those who would not partieipate 
in their proceedings would be put to death and their cattle would 
have been served out to the Caffers for provisions. 

8. That the prisoner took a Solemn Oath at the place of Jan 
Bosch before Uoenraad Buys and Jan Botha in order to act in 
conjunction with them against Government Troops. 

9. That the prisoner on re~eiving the letter of Jan & Theunis 
Botha, in which they acquainted him of Government's Troops 
having landed at Zwartkops Bay, and that according to his promise 
his assistance was requested, reminding him "you will now 
remember the words we spoke at Jan Bosch's, that we should be 
faithful to each other to the last drop of blood," he the prisoner 
immediately consulted the 2nd pri&oner, and sent order to the 
respective Inhabitants to arm themselves for that purpose and 
repair to Uoega, where by order of the 1st and 2nd prisoners a 
Camp was formed for opposing the English Forces. 

10. That the 1st prisoner continued to receive Reports auout the 
situation :mtl cireumstances of the sai<l Camp at Cocga, arnl the 
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proceedings of Government's Troops near Zwartkops nivcr, arnl in 
order to espy their Motions he by all appearance employed the 
prisoner Jean Izaa.c Donte, it appearing further by the answers he 
gave to the Questions that have been put to him that he continually 
tried to assemble as many Armed Men at Coega as he possibly 
could, and then to keep them busy until the Caffers could join. 

11. Lastly that the prisoner personally went armed to the Cocga. 
Camp, but returned on tho roa<l near the place of Geere, because, 
he said, he had met Klaas Botha, who told him that GOO men were 
at Ooc:;a, and that consequently there u·as no danger. 

Adriaan van J aarsveld, 2nd prison or. 
1. That he was fully acquainted with and participated in tho 

Conspiration already before he was seized by order of the 
Court, viz. 

A. In the answer he made the Landdrost when he communicated 
to him the arrest, viz. "Sir, I am afraid this will breed a clis­
turlw.uce among the people," by which he says he meant a revolt 
i,l thr Colony. 

JJ. By what happened at the place of Dirk Yan den Berg, where 
the 2rnl prisoner the very day afLer he had Leen rescued by the 
1st prisoner at Carree Bosch, did read to the men that were there 
a letter which he said was of Uoenraad Buys, but on c1uestioning 
him further on that suhject he replied that it was the letter that 
has been often mentioned of Jan Botha, and that it contained au 
instigation and encouragement to renew the Old patriotism. 

(). By that letter which the prisoner acknowle<lges to have 
written the day after his rescue, at the request of the 1st prisoner, 
to Andries l'etrus Burgers, and in which is mentioned, "ln the 
name of the l,ord I am retume<l arnl arrived at D. van den Uerg's 
with our Brother Van Jaarsveld, and the people demands of you 
to appear in their presence, and that nothing can excuRe you lmt 
death, and trusting to Lhis you will receive a letter which is 
directed to you, by which Lhe great lnte,,tion that OJIU"afrd uiforc 
plai,ily appear1;. \Ve s~all ~xpect your speedy arrival at, Graaff 
Hcinet that, you may a.ss1st with your Judgement, the good intended 
Council's decree. Malta that impregnable place has l>ecu taken 
some months ago by the National Convention; llengal arnl Ceylon 
Ull(lerwent the same fate," &c. 

~. Thal the 2nd prisoner was alway:; present when they 1uet in 
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arms both at the Second Drift and at Jan Bosch's and afterwards 
at Barend Burger's, notwithstanding he does acknowledge that the 
intention has been violently to attack the Landdrost and carry 
him off to Caffraria. 

3. That he the 2nd prisoner himself and Coenraad Buys did 
muster the .Armed Men at Barend Burger's. 

4. That he is the writer of the Note that is mentioned in the 
resolution of the Landdrost and Senate dated 19th February 179~1, 
in which one period contains " That should it happen that any 
Gaffers arrived in the Colony they shall be sent away without 
delay and they shall not be discoursed with, and it is further my 
will that no Hottentot shall be sent to the Gaffers with Messages, 
and much less gifts, and it is further our will and desire that no 
Message be sent to them by any other person than our Co­
Inhabitant Coenraad Buys." Which said Scriptum was delivered 
on the 19th February 1799, at which time the Journal of the 
Landdrost says " Everything is this day in the highest disquictiidc 
and that thirty l,fcn took possession of the Gape road." 

5. That the 2nd prisoner was present at the place of the 1st 
when two letters were received, the one of the 2nd March 1799, 
wrote by Theunis Botha to Gerrit Oosthuizen and Jan Botha, and 
the other dated the 3rd March, written by Jan Botha to the 1st 
and 5th prisoners, saying in Substantia " Brothers come quickly, 
the Englishmen arc in the Bay, and his intention is to take up all 
the Graaff Reinet people, pray C6ffie to our assistance as soon as 
possible for we are too weak here, they are on shore already with 
their Arms &c." The last of the 3rd March-" For now it is time 
the Englishman is arrived here at Zwartkops Rivers Bay, pray 
write immediately to Sneeuwberg and Rhenoster Berg that they 
may come and assist us quickly." That at the receipt of the said 
letter the 2nd prisoner has been immediately busy to collect 
Men, and among other letters he wrote one of the following 
Contents: 

" Good friend IIenclrik Hatting, be so kind and let Christ. Botha 
and Hendrik Kruger assist you in or<ler to raise as many Men as 
possible in the Country, for we got information to-clay of 4 Ships 
having landecl ftt Zwartkops Hiver, ancl they took one man 
prisoner immecliately. You must be present on the 8th instant at 
Willem Prinsloo, Senior's, well provi<lc<l with provisions and arms 
that you may inquire iuto the matter, for perhaps it is time to 
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awake for our Country. Your friend (Signed) Mart' Prinsloo. 
5th March 1799." 

\Vhich signature the prisoner says he has wrote himself at the 
rer1uest of the 1st prisoner and that he composed the letter also . 
.And these literal Invitations of the 2nd prisoner produced in 
reality the effect of several men armed being sent or went to the 
said place of Prinsloo and the Camp at Coega, the 2nd prisoner 
acknowledging moreover that he wrote some more letters in order 
to command Men to go to Camdaga against Government Troops. 

G. That the 2nd prisoner did on the 6th March 179!) write a 
letter at the said Prinsloo's place to the Landdrost and Senate of 
Graaff Reinet, which letter was signed by the 1st prisoner, tending 
to make Government Troops withdraw, but to which the 2nd 
1)risoner added at the same time the following postscript : " If the 
least word is said about pandours (Hottentots in service) Buys will 
tall upon them with the whole Catfraria." 

7. That the 2nd prisoner went in the room of the 1st to the 
Camp at Coega, at which time he sent to call the Yel<l cornet 
C. J. Strydom to the place of Willem I>rinsloo, requiring of him 
to participate in their Transactions, that the said Veld Cornet, 
faithful to his duty refused him, declaring he would repair to the 
Lamldrost to receive his Orders. 

8. That the 2nd prisoner could not deny that at the time 
Sickness forced him to return home from his way to Coerra he o• 
reported to the 1st prisoner " that he heard of ,Jan ]~otha that 
the Burghers had killed a great number of parnlours anrl that a 
great number of Caffers had come to the aid of the lmrghers at 
Coega." 

Theunis Botha 3 prisoner. His Chief Crime consists 
1. In haYing wrote the treacherous letter of the 2n<l March, to 

drlircr cito, cito, from lu}1ISC to h011.~e, in the following terms: 
"Much Esteemed Brethren! ]le now ready; the English arrive<l 
in the Bay and intends to carry off all the Graaff Heinet people, 
pray come and assist us, we are here too weak, they are on Rhore 
with their Arms, &c." which letter has been the chief cause that 
men were commanded by the 1st and 2nd prisoners, and what 
must be further laid to the 3rd prisoner's charge is 

2. That he intermixt with the rebels at Barencl Burger's, where 
he not only subscribed the p:q,er that contained an eugagernmt, 
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a'l they Rtih•<l it, of fidelity, but at the same time endeavoured to 
persuade nareml Desler to join. 

:t That the 3rd prisoner armed himself and joined the Camp at 
Coega. 

4. That the 3rd prisoner moreoYer wrote to Marthinus Ilensburg 
at Sitsikama to bring armed people to assist, if possible. 

Gerrit Hendrik Hautenbach 4th prisoner. His crime consists in 
1. That he was present with Coenraad Buys and several others 

at the place of the 1st prisoner Marthinus Prinsloo, when, on the 
28th January 1799 the people that assembled there formed their 
pln.n that is mentioned in the letter which was wTitten there at 
that time to J. 1>. van cler \Valt, in which they acquainted him 
that tho plan of the Boers at Gamtouws River &c. was to retake the 
Uulu,iy, the 4th priRoner confessing at the same time "that the 
meeting at that place was held likewise for commanding men to 
attack the Lancldrost at Graatf Heinet, and that at the same time 
he the prisoner had votecl along with Buys. 

2. That the prisoner repairecl armed to the Camp at Coega. 
3. That he took upon him the Command at the departure of 

Jan :Uotha ancl that he even appointecl Officers. 
4. That the prisoner gave orders to the 9th prisoner Gerrit 

Scheepers and Hens burg to write to the people at lange Kloof and 
.Zwellendam to come and assist, to that effect that Scheepers was 
thereby persuaded to have that, writing expedited by the 10th 
prisoner Ignatius van Kamer to the people of the aforesaid 
l >islriets. 

Barernl Johannes Bester, 5th Prisoner. Crime 
1. That he also joined the party that went to rescue Van 

Ja:miYeld, lmt being afraid, he remained at Paul Venter's. 
2. That he afterwards joined the rebels at the 2nd drift at 

Craaff lt •inot. 
3. That on the 38th January 1799 he was present with Coen­

raad Huys at the house of the 1st prisoner and that he is the 
writer of the letter signed the General vuicc of the J)l'-Oplc, which 
was <lelivered on that uaie to J.P. van der Wali. 

4. That the 5th prisoner also recei vcd the letter that has been 
often mention •<l of ,fan Botha, wrote to the 5th awl 1st prisoners 
on 11H' l :.!th l >ec:cmher 17()8, wl1ieh letter he says ho HC!l( to the 
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first prisoner. That the prisoner being in Capo Town in • 'P· 
tember 1798 received an annotation of the news from the School­
master named Cornelis Edeman, in which is mentioned "that 3 
Regiments of horse and 2 foot were sent from the Cape to India, 
and that all foreigners were pressed, &c." 

5. That the prisoner was among the rebels at Barend Burger's. 
6. That the prisoner also commanded Troops to go to Coega 

after he received the letters of Jan and Theunis Botha, dated 2nd 
& 3rd March 1799, the first being directed to Marthinus Prinsloo 
himself and all the brethren in general, in which said letters they 
called for assistance because Governments Troops arrived, the 1st 
and 2nd prisoners having also wrote to that effect. 

7. That the prisoner wrote a letter to Sina van Aardt, and 
reported the State of the Camp to the 1st prisoner, which first 
writing tended to augment Coega Camp by some more men, and 
the 2nd contains, viz. "Dear brother and sister M. Prinsloo, I 
received intelligence from the low Country. C. van Aard came 
from thence, it is too tedious to write you all, but there is no 
danger at all. Our Camp co11sists of about 600 men, but let me 
advise do not neglect one Minute, join the Camp, I pray you for 
God's sake; do not delay, Mount, and call at my house, I then 
shall relate all the circumstances to you, do not tany, mount your 
horse, if even the English come with 4000 Men he can do nothing 
to us, give me a call. I remain Your Brother, B. J. Bester. 
Written in haste, burn the letter." 

Jean Isaac Bonte Gth prisoner. Crime 
1. TL it the 6th prisoner was among the Insurgents at ,Jan 

Bosch's, wtwithstanding their plan being to attack the Land­
drost Violently, that Buys proposed to bring the Lundtlrost to 
Vis Hiver and there to shoot him. That the Boers themselves 
would elect regents, and that tho most principal of the. o were 
Adriaan van Jaarsveld, Marthiuus Priusloo, Buys, J. Botha, Genii 
Ilautonbach, and Theunis Botha. 

2. That at the request of Gerrit Oosthuizon tho prisoner wrote 
an open letter to the 1st prisoner dated March 170(), requesting 
particularly succours against Government Troops, mul conclmlin~ 
as follows : "This is clearly prove<l to every one that we are in 
tlauger, so that every one ought to know himself arnl Hille as soon 
as pos!'liblc thither, that is to Zwarlkups l:i ver, in onlct· to as~isl. 
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This loLter must absoluLely be sont from house to house, to 
Marthinus Prinsloo, immediately during tho whole Night." 

3. That tho prisoner <lid act the part of a Spy and reported the 
things he perceived to the 1st prisoner, though he endeavoured to 
disown this, pretending not to have been at Zwartkops River, but 
that he returned on the road, that he however acknowledged the 
written Report he sent for that purpose to the 1st prisoner the 
8th March 1799 in which Report he says substantially,-" Good 
Uousin Marthinus Prinsloo,-1 let you know that I was on the 
1·oad to go to Zwartkops River and that I was sent back to report to 
yoii that the men desire you to come as soon as possible with your 
men, there is danger, the English landed, they encamped at 
Thomas Ferreira's, there is 100 Men and 400 pandours and to­
morrow they expect 130 Dragoons from Long Kloof, this is what 
the Major said, &c. Cousin Marthinus do not tarry in sending 
men from the high Country that we may have Succour, there is 
danger, believe the aspect is very dismal, I do not sec any assist­
a,ice arrive, answer me very quickly by my Hottentot Jacob that 1 
may make the report to my people." 

PeLrus Frederik Rautenbach, 7th Prisoner. Crime 
1. That the prisoner knew of the letter of Jan Botha, who lives 

at the prisoner's place, written the 12th December 1798, about the 
rcnell'al of the Old patriotism. 

2. That the prisoner was among the rebellious meeting at Jan 
Bosch's, with the two first prisoners and Coenraad Buys, on the 
J 0th :Feuruary, at which place ho acknowledges he gave his vote 
for transporting the Land<lrost to Caffraria, the execution of this 
design having been postponed only because their number being 
insu!Hcient. 

3. That tho prisoner was among the Armed Rebels at Barend 
Burger's. 

4. That he also went to the Camp at Coega, where he charged 
himself with doing Officers duty, or as he called it, Non Com­
missioned Oflicers. 

5. That in the Camp at Coega tho prisoner caused the eighth 
prisoner O odfried Koch to write a letter directed " To the ancient 
defender Marthinus I>1insloo & Barend Bester," in which is the 
following perioll: "This is to give you notice that you must 
Hpeedily • come to our assistance, fur the danger has readied the 
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highest pitch, and if you can not come with all your men at once, 
you must advance with part of them, and when you anive you 
must go to Zoutpans Neck and there you must be very preeau­
tious in espying if the pandours 100 in number have not advanec<l, 
and when you shall be tomorrow at the fixed place you must wait 
for us, and should we be there before you we shall wait for you, 
we heard the Troops are to march on the 12th from Zwartkops 
River. The number of the Troops that march is l(jQ l>ragoous 
and 100 pandours, and Secretary Oertel is along with them." 

Godlieb Ertman Christiaan Koch, 8th prisoner. Crime 
1. That the prisoner, who <lid not dwell in the Colony Graaff 

Reinet, but only staid there since August 17!)8, did on the 
10th February 17!)!) join the rebels of Graaff Ucinet at Jan 
Bosch's, notwithstanding he knew that they resolved to attack the 
Lantldrost, the Prisoner confessing at his Trial, viz. " That at that 
place there had been saiu in particular that Coenraad nuys 
intended to collect the men he should find on the road, join the 
Uaffers to them, and retake the Cape." 

2. That the prisoner wrote a paper at that place, containing 
" The 13urghers of Zwagershoek are Ordered by the Voice of tlw 
people to be present on the 17th :February at the Colony Graaff 
Reinet Armed and Accoutred, and any person failing in this shall 
be considered a Traitor to his Country." (Signed) "The Voice of 
the people." "11th :February l 7UU." 

3. That on the 17th :February the Prisoner joined the horde of 
rebels at Darend Burger's. 

4-. That having read the lettera that circulated, the prisoner 
armed himself and for that purpose bonowed a Musket, that he 
then went to Coega Camp. 

5. That there, at the request of the 7th prisoner P. Rmtenbach, 
he then wrote with a pemil to the 1st prisoner 11. l'riusloo the 
letter that is inserted in the Chargp of the 7th pri~oner, a •lrnow­
ledging that he subscribed that letter with the name of the 7th 
prisoner at his request, and that the prisoner publicly read this 
letter at Coega. 

!)th prisoner Gerhanlus Schcepers and 10th prisoner l'ieter 
Ignatius van Kamer. Crime 

That the Raid prisoner· di<!, after the anirnl of ( :euer,tl \'all(le-
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leur with his Troops, and the same having passed the place they 
were at, at the request of the 4th prisoner endeavour to persuade 
some of the Boers of Gamtouws River and Longkloof, in the 
District of Zwellendam, to take up arms against His Majesty's 
Troops, for which purpose the 10th prisoner at the request of the 
\)th wrote a paper which the latter sent away, directed " To all well 
meaning Friends and acquaintances who arc possessed of any tender 
fccli,igs for their fellow creatures." 

Lucas Meyer, 11th prisoner. Crime 
I. That he joined the rebels at Jan Bosch's and Barend 

Burger's, where he signed the writing which he says contained a 
promiRe to remain faithful to Coenraad Buys. 

2. That on receiving the open circulating letter, he went armed 
to Coega Camp with the Intention to oppose Government Troops, 
some of the prisoners having related that the 11th prisoner did do 
Officer's duty there, which he however denies, saying that Gerrit 
Rautenbach offered to make him an Officer but he had declined it 
because there were so many young fellows, adding " I refused it 
because there icas not a s11fficicnt numbrr of !Jfcn which I could 
command in the q_1lality of a Sergeant and I there/ ore bccam,c a 
private." 

Zacharias van J aarsveld, 12th prisoner. Crime 
I. That by order of the 1st prisoner the 12th joined under the 

former's command in order to rescue bis father the 2nd prisoner 
from the hands of Justice. 

2. That on the 25th January 1799 he was among the In­
surgents at the 2nd Drift and on the 17th :February at Barend 
Burger's. 

3. That he went Armed to the Camp at Coega. 

Willem Grobbelaar, 13th prisoner. Crime 
I. That in consequence of the written orders that circulated 

he joined the Rebels both at Barend Burger's and Oraaff Reinet. 
2. That he himself deposited in the meeting of the Senate at 

the Drostdy the before mentioned insolent and threatening note 
about the Caffers. 

3. That on receiving the Orders he also repaired Armed to 
Coega Camp. 
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Jacob Kruger, 14th prisoner. Crime 
I. That exclusive of having sent letters by the 2nd prisoner to 

Coenraad Buys before the disturbances which were of tho 1st, ho 
also repaired Armed among those who went to rescue Van 
Jaarsveld under the Command of the 1st prisoner, and assisted 
therein. 

2. That on the 25th January he went in company with tho 
other Mutineers to the 2nd Drift at GraaIT Heinet and afterwards 
at Barcn<l Burger's. 

3. That he also has been among the Rebels at Coega. 

Willem Venter, 15th prisoner. Crime 
That by order of the 1st prisoner he helped to rescue the 2nd 

prisoner, and that he also was among tho Insurgents at tho 211(1 
drift at Graaff Rein ct the 25th January, that ho moreover was 
among them at Barend Burger's, though not armed. 

Paul Venter, 16th prisoner. Crime 
That the prisoner accompa.a1ied the 1st prisoner and his band 

for the rescue of Van J aarsveld, though without arms, that 
he also joined the rebels on tho 25th January at tho 2nd Drift 
where in his opinion there were betwixt 90 and 100 Armed 
Men. 

Gerrit Botha, 17th prisoner. Crime 
I. That by order of Coenraad Buys he joined Armed the Rebels 

at Jan Bosch's the 10th Fel,rnary. 
2. That on the 17th February ho also went Armed among tho 

Rcvolters at Barend Burger's, whore ho know tho poo1ile met to 
deliberate about the Landclrost. 

Jan Kruger, 18th prisoner. Crime 
I. That notwithstanding the prisoner acknowledges that since 

the rescue of Van Jaarsvelcl until the arrival of Government's 
Troops tho Colony Graaff Rcinct has been in a Continual State of 
Revolution, he nevertheless wont on the 25th January 17!.lfl, 
though without arms, among the reucls of the 2nd drift at Graaff 
Reinet. 

2. That on the 17th February he wont on purpose, though not 
armed, and joined the revolting meeting at Darend Burger's, with• 
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out having given the least notice of this Criminal Convention to 
the Landdrost or Senate. 

And whereas the crime of high Treason or Lresio Majestatis, 
breaking the public peace and open Violence which the prisoners 
in more or less degrees have been Guilty of in a country where 
Justice is duly administered, must be most rigorously punished 
both to preserve the public rest and Serve for Example to 
others. 

It is therefore that the Worshipful Court of Justice having duly 
examined and read the Crime and charge of the Prosecutor the 
Fiscal Wm. S. van Ryneveld R.O. against the prisoners, and 
having taken in consideration the prisoners free confession and 
what further relates to the Cause, doing Justice in the Name of 
His Britannic Majesty, condemn the prisoners to receive the fol­
lowing punishment, viz. 

The 1st and 2nd prisoners Marthinus Prinsloo and Adriaan 
van J aarsveld to be brought to the place where Criminals are 
executed, and being delivered over to the Executioner, to be 
hanged until death ensueth ; that after that the 2 Corpses shall 
be placed in a Coffin and buried underneath the Gallo,,· - behind 
the lines. 

The 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, & 8th prisoners, viz. Theunis Botha, 
Gert Hendrik Rautenbach, Barend Jacobus Bester, Jean Isaac 
Bonte, Petrus Frederik Rautenbach, and Godlieb Ertman 
Christiaan Koch, to be also delivered to the Executioner 
blindfolded, & having kneeled upon a heap of Sand, he is 
to Sway the Sword over their heads for punishment, and then 
to be banished for the remainder of their days from this Govern­
ment and its Dependencies. 

The 9th and 10th prisoners Gerhardus Scheepers and Pieter 
Ignatius van Kamer to be also brought to the said place, and 
having been punished with the Sword over their heads, they shall 
be banished for life from this Settlement and its Dependencies. 

The 11th and 12th Prisoners Lucas Meyer and Zacharias van 
Jaarsveld, after having been present at and Eyewitness to the 
aforesaid Execution, to be exiled from this Colony for life. 

The 13th and 14th J>risoners Willem Grobbelaar and Jacoh 
Johannes Kruger to be banished as aforesaid for the Space of Ten 
ensuing Years, after they shall have seen lhe Execution. 

The 15th and luth prisoners Willem Venter and J>aul V cuter, 
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the first mentioned to be imprisoned for the space of Two Years, 
and the last also for the time of One Year. 

The 17th and 18th prisoners Gert Botha and Jan Kruger sha.11 
be set at liberty, in consideration of their long detention. 

Condemning all the prisoners to pay the Costs of the process, 
and rejecting the further part of the prosecutor's demand. 

Done and sentenced at the Cape of Good Hope the 3rd epLem­
ber 1800, and pronounced the instant. 

Tarnslated by 

(Signed) 0. G. DE WET, 
A. :FLECK, 
U. MATTIIIESSEX, 
H. A. TituTElt, 
J. I>, BAUl\1GAllDT. 

In my presence. 

(Signed) J. A. TcrnTER, Secretary. 

(Signed) J. BACKSTROM, Sworn Translator. 

[Original.] 

Address to II1s MAJESTY THE KI G. 

To His Majesty George the Third, of Great Britain, :France, and 
Ireland, King, Defender of the Faith, &c., &c., &e. 

l\foST GRACIOUS SOVEREIGN, 
We Your Majesty's most Dutiful, and loyal Suhjccts, 

the President, Fiscal, aml Members of tho Court of ,Justice, the 
l">resident, and Members of lho Burgher S •nate, the Presi1lent, and 
Members of tho Orphan Chamber, tho Miuister, aml Church 
Wardens, the President, and Members of the Lombard Hank, 
and the President, and Members of tho Court of Matrimony, 
beg leave, for their respective Boards, ancl in the name, and on 
behalf of tho Dutch Inhabitants of Your Majesty's Colony of tho 
Cape of Good Hope, most humbly, and dutifully, to apprnach 
Your Majesty with our most hearty, and sincere Congral11lations 
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on the timely and gracious interposition of Divine Providence, 
in rescuing Your Majesty from the nefarious, and abominable 
aLtcmpt, lately made on Your :Majesty's Life, by a desperate, 
and mad Assassin. 

We most solemnly offer our united Thanks, and praises, to the 
Almighty Disposer of Events, for your Majesty's preservation, an 
Event, which we consider of Importance for the whole World, 
praying with the fervency of the truest Loyalty, and grateful 
Attachment, for a long, and uninterrupted Enjoyment of Health, 
and of every other human Felicity, to Your Majesty, and Hoyal 
.Family. 

We most humbly and respectfnlly entreat Your Majesty will be 
graciously pleased to accept of our most grateful acknowledgements 
for Your Majesty's very benign, and affectionate regard, to the 
Happiness, and Welfare of this Colony at all times, by wise 
Selection of Governors to preside over us, under whose Adminis­
tration, we have enjoyed the most perfect tranquillity, and Happi­
ness, and are daily encreasing in prosperity. 

With the most lively sentiments of Loyalty, Duty, and fervent 
attachment to Your Majesty, we beg leave to subscribe ourselves, 
Your Majesty's most Dutiful and Loyal Subjects. 

CAPE OF Gooo HOPE, 13th September 1800. 

(Signed) 0. G. DE WET, I're,sidcnt, 
W. S. VAN RYNEVELD, Fiscal, 
A. FLECK, 
U. 1\fATTIIIESSEN, 

JI. A. TIWTER, 

,T. P. BAUMGARDT, 
P. J. TitUTER, 

,T. .A. T1mnm, Sccrrf((ry, 

A. DE W.\AL, Ra1 lC('J' acncra!, 
.1.\ . .FLECK, J'rc~idwt, 
1 f. A. TUUTEH, 

P. L. CLOETE, 

,T. G. V.\.N HEE~EN, 

J. J. Vos, 
0. M. BERGH, 

D. P. lIAUl'T, Sn·rt/111·!f, 

Court of J usticc. 

Burgher Senate. 
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J. P. SERRURIER, V.D.M., 

Cun. FLECK, V.D.M., 

*J. BERRANGE, 

J. G. BRINK, 

D. C. JURGENS, 

• A. C. HEYNING, 

MR. JOHN HAAS, V.D.M., 

C. MATTIIIESSEN, President, 
0. M. BERGH, Onderling, 
JOHANN CASPER Loos, Oudcrling, 
J. G. MADER, 

JAN FREISLICH, 

•s. H. HuYsE:r.rA, 

W. S. VAN RYNEVELD, President, 
P. L. CLOETE, Vice President, 
A. BERGH, 

J. A. TRUTER, 

J. BLANCKENBERG, 

H. VAN DE GRAAFF, 

J. P. FAURE, Secretary, 
C. MATTHIESSEN, President, 
A. BERGH, 

H. VAN DE GRAAFF, 

C. BRAND, President, 
*N. ACKER, Vice President, 
R. D'OzrJ, 

•J. Vos, 

J. H. FROUENFELDER, 

F. DE NECKER, 

E. BLETTERMAN, Secretary. 

Reformed Church 
Wardens. 

Lutheran Church 
Wardens. 

Orphan's Court. 

l Lombard lfank. 

Court of Matri­
mony. 

• The mimes marked with an asterisk arc not very clearly written, and may 
bo incorrect hero. 
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f Original.] 

Letter from MESSltS. DE WET, VAN RYNEVELD, AN"D FLECK to 
Sm GEORGE YONGE. 

CAPE TowN, 15th Septr. 1800. 

Srn,-W o beg leave to request Your Excellency will be 
graciously pleased to cause Lhe accompanying humble Address 
of Congratulation to His Majesty to be forwarded by the earlie t 
opportunity, honored with Your Excellency's recommendation for 
its favorable Acceptance. We have &c. 

(Signed) 

[Copy.] 

o. G. DE WET, 
W. S. VAN ltYNEVELD, 

A. :FLECK. 

Letter from Sm GEORGE YONGE to the P1·csidcnt and J,fcrnbcrs 
of the C011rt of Jilsticc. 

CAPE ToWN, Scptemher 16th 1800. 

OENTLEMEN,-Having read & fully considered the Sentences 
and ,T udgmont of the Court of Justice on the Criminals brought 
before you upon a Charge of High Treason, preferred against 
them by the :Fiscal in the name of the Crown, I feel it incumbent 
on me to take tho opportunity of expressing to you my sense 
of the service you have rendered to public Justice, and to the 
public safety, by the firm and impartial manner in which you 
have conducted yourselves on such a Solemn and extraordinary 
Occasion, on the Event of which the public Eye was fixed 
with some anxiety, Because on tho Issue of it depended tho power 
of the L-iw, tho ponce, Security, and Happiness of tho Colony ; 
you have shewn yourselves worthy of being entrusted with the 
Administration of public .Tustice, on which all Civil Society 
depends; you have afforded the best Security for the Lives & 
property of every Individual in tho Colony by tho convincing 
proof you have given, That while on one hand all peaceable and 
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loyal subjects may be sure of protection, no Criminal, however 
daring, shall defy the Law or shake the peace of the Colony with 
Impunity; and by so doing you have fixed that peace on tho 
firm Basis of Justice and of Law, from which none can withdraw 
themselves and under which all may rest secure. 

I shall think it my duty to transmit your Sentence and J udg­
ment on the fourteen pritloners to His Majesty for His Approba­
tion, on this important occasion, and I shall not fail to report 
your conduct at the same time in the manner it deserves. 

The Fifteenth & Six:teenth may be released on porolc giving 
Security to appear on demand when His Majesty's pleasure is 
declared. 

The Seventeenth & Eighteenth may be released according to 
their Sentence, taking the Oath of Allegiance and giving Security 
for their peaceable behaviour. 

On the nineteenth prisoner viz. Cornelis Edeman Schoolmaster, 
:Execution should be done according to his sentence without delay. 

I am &c. 

(Signed) GEO. YONGE. 

P.S. I send you the Sentence and Judgment concerning Cornelis 
Ecleman, signed for "Execution, the Judgments on the others will 
be transmitted to His Majesty. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from the WAR OIFICE to Sm GEORGE YONGE. 

DOWNING STREET, 26111 &ptembcr, 1800. 

Sm,-I am extremely sorry to observe hy your late Letters 
that a misunderstanding appears to have arisen between you 
and Major General l>urnlas relative to the command of His 
Majesty's Troops at tho Cape of Good Hope. I avail myself 
of the earliest moment to rectify an eiTor into which you a1lpear 
to have fallen from a mi.·conception of tho military power ve~tcd 
in you by your Commis ion, arnl the continuance of which cannot 
fail to be hi"hly detrimental to the Public Rervic,; for that, pur­
pose I enclose an Extract of a letter from tho , ecrctary at ·war 
o ihe Secretary of Rtate for the Colonies in the year l 7G5-
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containing a full explanation of His Majesty's Intentions with 
respect to the Powers vested in His Majesty's Civil Governors 
and Military Uommanders respectively. The distinction pointed 
out so clearly in this Exlrac;t has, from the period of its date, 
been hitherto invariably observed, and had I conceived it possiLle 
for you to have been unacquainted with such a document, I should 
certainly have Lrought it urnler your view previous to your de­
parture from England. I trust that you will now consider His 
1\fajesty's intention therein expressecl as forming the guitle of 
your future conduct, and that no misnndcrstanding of your 
authority upon this point will hcreafior arise. 

(The Extract referred to is not attached to the oflice copy.) 

[Original.] 

EJ:tracts from a Letter fro,n VICE AmmlAL CURTIS to EVA~ 

~TEPE.\~, ESQUE. 

CAPE OIi' Goon lloPE, 30th Se1,te11if,rr 1800. 

The 'l.'rrmcnrl1111s sailed on the 7th instant to relieve the Diomrdr, 
and under similar Orders to tll'ose which were given to that Ship. 
I sent the Star Brig with the Tremendous, that in case Captain 
Osborn should eventually, pursuant to his Instructions repair 
to any other part of His l\1ajesty's Territories, instead of rctuming 
hither, I may by her Le made ac<1uainted with, or have conveyed 
to me any other material intelligence. 

In my Leiter of the 18th July I stated the shattered condition 
in which the J11pitcr roturnCtl into Simons Bay. :Finding that 
when she had been greatly lightm ed she continued to make as 
much Water as before anything was taken out of her, I ordcrc<l 
her Hold to Lo entirely cleaned in onler to find out ·where her 
Leaks wore, and discovered them to Lo in the Uarboard Stn•ak, 
chiefly on the Larboard Side in the Foru Hold ; and it is imagined 
that as the Ship had been for several honrs agronncl previously 
to her coming to this Uountry, some Copper was then Lcat off; 
arnl that the \Vorms having eaten through tho Planking therchy 
e:qiose<l to their mvacrl':,, h:Hl occasioned the L•~akincss of the 
~hip. ThL•rc heiug ,w po. il,lc mea11 • of stopping thes<• Leak,; 
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but by heaving the Ship <lown, and there being in the Bay a very 
large Hulk belonging to an English Merchant, by which the same 
could be done, I <lctermincd to a<lopt the measure; the J11pitcr 
is now forward in preparation for it, and I trust she will thereby 
be made entirely fit for Service, her other Defects being of less 
important natures. I have only to lament on the occasion, that 
by the unavoidable Disposition of my little Squadron, I am with­
out a Ship or Vessel to send to Sea, whatever urgent call might 
arise to require the same. I have not a single Frigate; and the 
want of that class of Ships I particularly feel. 

On the 11th instant the Wcllsle1J Peter Gordon Commander 
laden with Provisions for the use of His Majesty's Ships on this 
Station and some Naval Stores for the Squadron in In<lia arrivetl 
in Simons Bay. There being a sufficiency of Provisions in that 
Bay, and moreover no Store room for a greater quantity, I was 
ouliged to order the Wcllslcy to Tal>le Bay, that her Cargo may 
be deposited in our Store Houses in Cape Town ; and the necessity 
for so doing will unavoidably encrease the Demun-age of the Ship, 
but the measure, for the reasons before assigned, is absolutely un­
avoidable. On 9th August Lat. 22° S., Long. 33' W., the Wcllslcy 
was attacked by a French frigate, which she beat off after an action 
of an hour and a half. The :Frigate did not dare to renew the 
attack, though she hovered round the W dlslcy for Six Days after­
wards. 

(Signed) 

[Original.] 

Rcvcmtc of the Cape Colony. 

From 1 Octoher 1705 to 30 8eptcmber 1796 
,, 1 Octouer l'iflG to 30 Rel_)tembor 17<J7 
,, 1 October 17'J7 to 30 Septemuer 17<J8 
,, 1 October 17<J8 to :10 September 17!><J 
,, 1 October 17<J<J to 30 September 1800• 

CASTLE OF GOOD llOPE, 30111 Septe111ber 1800. 

(Signe<l) 

IlOGER CURl'IS. 

H,k Rk. 
12fi,7o!1 5 
201,8!):{ r, 
:{22,fi12 7 
3fll,795 5 
3G5,'J87 1 

A. VE W\AL. 

• This ,1ocH not agree with tho Au<litor-Gcucral's ,\cco1111t which folio\\~. 

Rt. 
1 
:{ 

fj 

2 
4 
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l Original.] 

Abstract Account of the Revenues of the Colony of the Cnpe of 
Good Hope from the 1st of October 1799 to the 30th of Sep­
tember 1800: 

Ilds. Rk. • t. 
L·md Revenue 43,396 2 4 
Inland Duties on Wine, Brandy & Grain . 31,930 1 3 
Stamp Duty . 18,751 0 0 
4 per Cent Transfer on Salo of Property 45,576 1 3 
I>ublic Vendue Duty . 61,166 3 0 
2½ per Cent on Sale of Buildings on Loan Lands . 5,939 1 3 
]fees received in the Secretary's Office and Vice 

Admiralty Court 1,193 3 0 
Seizures, :Fines and Penalties . 26,572 0 0 
Import and Export Duties 38,582 4 0 
I>ort :Fees 3,945 4 0 
l'osta<ro 1,111 7 0 
Intere t of the Capital lent out by the Lombard 

I~ank for one whole Year after the necessary 
deductions being made 26,240 2 3 

Licenses granted for the Salo of Wine, Beer, and 
Spirituous Liquors for one whole year 63,466 5 2 

New Imposts consisting of Licenses to kill Game, 
keep Billiard Tables, hold Societies, &c., &c. 1,725 0 0 

Total 
Or at par with Sterling 

. Ilds. 369,5% 4 0 
£73,9HJ G 0 

(Signed) J Ol!N BARROW, Auditor General. 
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[Original.] 

Abiilract Acco11nt of the I'ulilic Ecpcnrliture in thf. Civil Drprrl'l-
1ncnts of tltc Colony of the Cape of Good Ifope fro1n the 1st of 
October 1799 to t!te 30th September 1800. 

Rth. f;k. Rt. 
Salaries & Expences of Office . 32G,812 4 5 
Uepairs of Public Duildings 45,222 0 5 
Contingencies G0,282 7 3 

Total . It<ls. 4:12,:~ 17 5 1 
Or at par with Sterling . £8G,4li3 10 7 

Note-The encrease on the article of Ralaries from last year 
is principally owing to the Arrears that were due to Sir Oeo. 
Y 011ge on his arrival at his Government, at the same time that, 
General Dundas was pai<l his Salary as Governor arnl Oeneral 
Fraser as Lieutenant Governor during the aLsence of General 
])uudas in the Country; partly also to the l'erndon of Lord 
Macartney and the renewal of the appointment of Under Secretary 
of the Colony. 

The preceding Governments having expended very trilling 
Sums upon the Puulic Buildings and these 1.Jeing found in a very 
ruinous condition, it was thought necessary to put them into 
a thorough state of repair, so that ihe expences iucurre<l in this 
head may Le considered in a degree as new. 

The Contingencies have principally arisen from the <listnruauces 
in GraaIT-Heynet, such as the hire of Shipping fur the transport 
of Stores and Provisions to Algoa Bay, maintaining the ])utuh 
l'risoncrs, expences attending their J>rusecution arnl trial, money 
a<lrnnced to the Commissioners for seiLling the disturbances, all(l 
presents for the Kaffers. 

(Rigned) Jo1rn BAn1tow, Au<litor Cleneral. 
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[Original.] 

Lrttcr from MR. \VILLIAl\1 DUCKITT to the IlIGIIT HONOURABLE 

HE:::SRY DUNDAS. 

SmoNs 'l'owN, CAPE OF GOOD IIorE, 
October 9th, 1800. 

Sm,-I have the honor to advise you of the safe arrival of the 
Wellesley in this Bay on the 11th of September and am happy to 
say all are well. I have lost some of the Plants owing to the 
length of the l\1ssage, but I hope to raise upwards of 30 of the 
Hops, which I Consider a great Treasure, & if we had sail'd at 
Xmas instead of the last Week in May, I think the whole woultl 
have been saved for the Construction of the Boxes were such as 
Protected them from the Spray, and for which Mr. Gibbs deserves 
Credit. The seeds are also in a much better state than I Expected, 
as the ship was Loaded with salt Provisions, and therefore caused 
a great Dampness, upon the \Vhole Sir, I consider Myself very 
well off. The grass seeds are in a very good State, and what is 
much wanted in this Colony. I am now Sowing for Experiments 
a small Quantity of eYery Sort of Seed Calculated for the Spring 
Season, which is now ftU' advanced, in the Lands Belonging to the 
Government House which are very much shelter'd and well 
Ca1culated for Experimental Purposes, which His Excellency the 
Governor had Prepared Previous to my Anival. 

I have not yet been able to Absent Myself to reconoiter the 
Country, but a great deal of the land between this Place and the 
Cape is remarkably good but requires a great deal of Manual 
L'lbour to Clear away the Brush Wood. Wherever the Plough or 
Spade is intro<l.uced howeYer imperfectly, it brings fmth a Wonder­
full J>ro<l.uce, where Shelter'<l. from the South East Wind. In a 
few Days I hope to be able to View the Lan<l.s about the Cape and 
fix on a ~pot where the J>lough can be iutroduct,><l, without much 
Manual Labor to Clear the \Vay, and I hope to be in time for 
artificial food for Cattle, and which I assure you Sir they Stand 
much in need off. I have not seen an Ox fit to he i:-;1aughtered, it 
is a shame Caltle shom.l lie thus Destroy'tl. But I flatte1· Myself 
this Country will produce any thing, and I hope to produce some 
fat Bt>ef in a short time. 

I am extremely sorry fur not hu, ing uoth sheep aud Horse~ for 
lll. X 
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I have not seen an horse fit to put in a Pair of Rharps, arnl the 
sheep are half of the Goat kind. Horses are out of all price, any 
thing that is Decent will fetch from 50 to an Hurnlrecl Guineas, 
even for sale Sir it would have answer'd to have brought out a 
Stallion. 

I have done well in bringing the Cattle for the Cows are had 
Milkers and very Course indeed I would not take fiOO Guineas for 
the Bull, there was a Bull Calf which I saw in Cape Town not 
more than 2 Months Old, but half bred English offer\! for sale, arnl 
Valued at 170 :Rix Dollars, I understand the Dutch Farmers don't, 
mind what price they give for En<rlish Bred Cattle, and I hope , ir 
you will have the Goodness to send some horses and sheep tho 
first Opportunity, and also more hands for Agricultural J>urposes, 
Mechanics of all Descriptions are very much wanted, too many 
cannot be sent out of all sorts. 

I hope soon to givo you a further Description of tho Country 
and what I may find wanting I shall take the Liberty of adviseing 
you. I am &c. 

(Signed) "\VILLIAM DUCKITT. 

Letter from MR. L. M. TIIIBAULT to WILLIA,t 

lIUSKISSO~, J;:8QHE. 

:MoxsrnuR,-L'eslime dont veut uien m'honnorcr M01rni •m· lo 
General J)undas, Lieutenant, Gouverneur, el, COI!llll:l!Hlanl, ('ll Chl'f 
des troupes de cette colonic, les services essenliels et obligeant11 
qn'il a bion voulu me rendre clans 1lill'crentcs circomitanc •s, et 
notamment dans une a(fairo imporlante qui me concerne, do la 
qnolle, de son avreu je prernl la liberte de vous in. truire par ceLtu 
lettre, ne me laissenL aucun de doute Monsieur, que sons de tels 
auspices, vous vomlrez uien e.·cuser ma demarchc, n'ayant point 
l'honncur de vous ctro comm sons aucuns Haports do s •rviCl'S, 
ou d'utilite relatifs aux interrests de Votre Gonvern •ment. 

A pres la reddition 1lu Cap aux armes 1le sa Maje. to Brittam1iq11<', 
le Clouverncur Hollarnluis, 1lcvoit, au.· tonnes de la rapil11latio11, 
remeLlre au General Uraig, tons lcs plans rclatifs a la plare. 
J>armi la multitude de ccu.· de loute cspcce <1ui lui fnrent remis, 
(la plw, part iu'-ignitiant) il nose lruuva de pa. ables, qnc 1kn • 
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Plans particuliers de la Ville, et de ses fortifications ; mais rien de 
(l6116ral Rur l'int6rieur de la colonie, particulierement depuis fals­
baic jusqu'au Cap. 

Douze annees d'observations et de travail, m'avoient mis a 
meme de me former une collection de plans militaires tres int6r­
essante. Le General Craig me fit demander par l'ingenieur en chef 
monsieur Bridges si je ne pounois pas lui communiquer les details 
<lout il avoit besoin, pour pouvoir envoyer a la Cour D'angleterre, 
un tableau fidel des lieux que son armee avoit parcourrue ou 
occupee dans sa marche de baiefalse au Cap. 

La Colonie etant alors depuis deux mois au pouvoir des anglois 
et la loca1it6 n'etant plus un secret, je crus pouvoir sans compro­
mettre la puissance que je venois de servir, ni me compromettre 
moi-meme, etre plus loyal que monsieur Sleuske. J'ouvris mes 
portes-fcuilles a monsieur Bridges, au quel je remis pour le 
General Craig, les details dont il avoit Besoin, et qu'il me rendit 
ensuite. 

Ce service important rendu au General Craig, me valut de sa 
part, la communication du plan de fals-Baie qui m'appartenoit, et 
que le Gouvernelll' avoit mal a propos ruele parmi les plans a 
remeitre selon la capitulation. Je reconnu cette marque de 
confiance de la part du Geru:,ral, en lui remettant un calque du 
travail en grand que je fit <l'avres mon original en Petit que je lui 
rcndis. 

A l'affaire de la Baie do Saldane, j'avois deux mois auparavant 
rectifio une carte I>retendue G6n6rale de la Colonie du Cap par la 
Hochette et gravee en Angleterre par Feyden. Cette carte etoit si 
deffectuese que je formai le projet d'en rectifier les erreurs d'apres . 
des donees sures. J e la fit dessine1· a cet effet sur une Echelle 
tres grande par mon dessinateur ct ensuite j'y travaillais avec 
activit6. Le General Craig vcnoit souvent voir cet ouvrage, et le 
trouvoit interessant; il s'en rcsouvint lors de l'arrivee de la flotte 
llollandoise, ct me pria de la lui cornmuniquer pour un moment. 
,J'ose vous assmer Monsieur, que si cette Carte cut etc de roon 
invention .i' en aurois refuse la communication au General, dans 
cettc circonstance delicate, mais comme la rectification de ces 
Erreurs, ctoit plutot lo rosultat d'un travail curieux, que la Con­
noissance d'objcts nouveaux ct inconnus, je rellechis qu'il seroit 
ridicule de ma part de refuser la Communication tl'une carte, qui se 
trouvc ,lans tons lcs atlas anglois. 
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Etant' suspendu de ma place d'ing6nieur en chef par le sort de 
la guerre, et n'ayant rien a faire, je m'occupai a tenniner un plan 
general du Uap, que venoit souvent voir le General Craig, il trouva 
ce travail si precieux, si singulier, q_u'il m'engagea a le finir, et de 
le lui donner pour en faire present a son altesse Royale le Due 
D'Yorck, et m' offrit a ce sujet de me faire obtenir la place, et le titre 
d'ingenieur Geographe du Roi pour cette colonie. Malgre l'offre 
gratieuse du General, je ne pus l'accepter, parce que j'aurois en ce 
moment m:mque a toutes les COnYenances, et q_ue cette legeretee 
de conduite ne pouvant etre motivee, ne m'auroit certainement 
pas meritte, ni l'estime, ni la confiance du Gouvernement. Ce 
procede, et la severite de mes principes envers monsieur le 
General Craig qui revint a la charge par des rnoyens moins 
delicats, en m'offrant de l'or, et que je rejettai, me valut son 
estirne et sa confiance, et ensuite celle de Milord Macartney, a qui 
il me fit l'honneur de me presenter, et successivement celle de 
Monsieur le General Dundas. J'ai ate generalement honore de la 
Protection de ces Messieurs, et tous selon les lois de la guerre, et 
le droit des Gens, on religieusement respectes mes l>ortes feuillei\ 
et toute ma Collection de plans militaires dont ils ont en une 
parfaite connoissance. 

Avant l'arrivee de Sir George en cette colonie, Monsieur le 
General Dundas etoit a Graaff Reinette, et de1mis un roois 
Monsieur le General Frazer m'avoit fait demander si, comme 
architecte, je voulois me charger de conduire les reparations des 
Batiments Militaires de la Garnison. Abbandonnu totalement 
depuis cinq annees par la Hollande, aux etat de la <1uolle j'avois 
rendus les services les plus importants, ayant considerablement 
souffert de la perte de mon Etat, j'ucceptai la proposition du 
General :Frazer. 

Quelques jours apres l'arrivee de Sir George, je priai ce General 
de roe faire l'honneur de me presenter, l'acceuil quo jo receu de 
son Excellence fut si froie, si glace, si disparate do ceux <lont 
avoient bien voulu m'honnorer ses predeces eurs, que je fus 
petrifie de la Comparuison. Son in<liference parfaitemont pro­
noncee a mon egard, dura six mois, lorsq_u'a cette epoque je r CCU 
de sa part l'acceuil le plus gratieux. 

Avant d'entrer, Monsieur, dans les details suivants, permeite1 
que je vous assure que mon intention n'est point de faire, ni de 
porter aut:nne plainte contre Sir George, contre un . eigneur i 
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respectable pat sa personne et son caractere. Je n'ai aucune idee 
de recrimination mais mon but et de prevenir un acte de pouvoir 
contre moi, qu'il n'a peut etre pas l'intention d'exercer, mais que 
j'ai tout lieu de craindre de la part des personnes qui l'entourent 
et le circonscrivent. 

La place de Barraques Mester, fut ottee du departement de 
Monsieur le General :Frazer, et donne au premier aide de camp de 
Sir George, monsieur Cockburn. De sorta qu'en moins d'un rnois, 
je me trouvai sous le pouvoir d'une personne qui m'etoit absolu­
ment inconnue. Monsieur le lieutenant Colonel Cockburn, 
n'ayant aucunnes idees, aucunnes connoissances de Construction 
architecturales, m'ecrivit un Billet fort honneste et je fus lui 
parler. J'entrai avec lui dans les plus grands details Econo­
miques, sur !'immense etat de reparations necessaire a faire aux 
Batiments militaires. Il me parrut parfaittement goutter mes 
projets, mais en tres peu de temps je m'appercu que je le genoit. 
J e le lui dis franchement, et l'assurai que de l'entiere confiance 
que je desiroit qu'il eut en moi, et que je croivit meritter, depen­
doit les interrets du Gouvernement. Cette V erite fit peu d'effet 
sur lui, et je le vis s' eloigner de ma personne d'une maniere choc­
q uante. Ce procede amena a une Explication qui ne produisit 
rien, et je cru pour le faire revenir et lui donner une idee de ma 
connoissance, l'engager a venir voir mon Cabinet, ce qu'il fit a une 
grande distance de cette Epoq ue. 

La variete des dessins d'agrements qu'il examina avec legerete 
ne me le fit pas soupconner d'etre tres amateur, mais mes Plans 
militaires fixerent toute son attention, et comme il etoit venu 
accompagne du fils de l'amiral Curtis il lui tcmoignoit a chacque 
instant son etonnement, il prit conge, fortement electrise de ce 
qu'il venoit de voir. ,re prennois pour de l'entousiasme Cf\ qui 
n'etoit reellement qu'une concentration, qu'une Meditation com­
pliquee, pour m'enlever ces brillants ouvrages. J'eus bientot 
occasion d'etre detrompee de ma credulite. 

Quelques jours apres cette visite, Monsieur Cockburn me <lit, 
que Monsieur le Gouverneur desiroit de me parler, et il me fixa 
le moruent. Rendu au Gouverneur je receus de Sir George, un 
acceuil si gratieux, il me demanda la communication de mes 
plans, avec tant de politesse, que je lui offris sur le champ de lea 
lui apporter, et il me fixa au sur lendemain, mais quel fut mon 
etonnement lors que pret a entrer dans le cabinet <le Sir George, 
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il me fit prier par son second aide de camp, d'avoir la complais­
ance de laisser mes plans, qu'il etoit tres occupe a ecrire, ct de 
repasser le lendemain. De sorte Monsieur que de lcndcmain, en 
lcndcmain, de defaitte en defaitte, jc me prcsentai consccutivement 
au Gouvernement pendant trois semaincs, sans pouvoir penctrer chcz 
Sir George qui me fit dire pour toute rcponse, qu'il me feroit appeller 
quand i1 le jugeroit apropos. 

Desole, desespere d'un procede si r6voltant, me voyant jou6 
impunement par Monsieur Cockhurn qui m'evittoit, et me feroit 
voyager pour m'eloigner. Persua<le <l'un autre cote <le la droiture, 
et de la loyaute de S' George, qui certaincment n'agissoit airn,i 
envers moi, que par une impulsion qui n'est point dans son 
caractere. Je me ren<lis chez Monsieur le General Dundas, qui 
voulut bien prendre interrct a ma situation, ct m'engagea a ccrire 
au Gouverneur. Ma lettre extremement honneste, et telle que je 
la dcvois au Repr6sentant de sa majeste, finissoit par lassurer, qu'a 
la paix, mon intention etoit de faire hommage au ltoy, de mon 
Plan General; ou <le le faire graver de l'avceu du Gouvcrnement. 
J e ne Receus aucunne Reponse pendant plusieurs jours, mais le 
Colonel Cockburn me rencontrant me dit avec legeret6, voila la 
lettre que vous avez ecrit a Sr. George, et sur laquelle il a ecrit de 
sa main des articles auxquellcs vous lui repondrcz. J e Rcceus ma 
lettre en fixant durcment Monsieur Cockburn, Jc le quittai 
Brusqucment, et certainemcnt il lut dans mon amc, quc je l'avois 
dcmasqu6. 

Rendu chez moi, j'ecrivis a Monsieur le Colonel Cocklmrn 
comme jc le devoit, et je rcpon<lis aux arliclcs de Rir Ocorge par un 
mcmoire justificatif, plein de vigour, de vcritc, fort de choses, do 
dceence et D'honnestete. 

V oici Monsieur quels sont ccs articles. 
"If faut demander a Monsieur Thiuault cc qui suit ct rcccvoir 

Ba rcponsc a chaquc article par ccrit. 
1. "Depuis quand a t'il travaill6 {~ dresser, ct lever lcs Plans 

dont il parle. 
2. "Quels prog:rcs y a t-il fait, ct comhien de terns lui faut t-il 

pour les achcver ct combicn lui restc t il pour finir cc travail. 
:3. " Quclles parlics de la Colonic u. t il nommcmcnt viRitccs on 

exmninecs l)Our lever ccs fians, ct quellcs parties lni restent-til 
encore pour lcs a~hcver, ct combien de terns est-cc quc ccla lni 
prendra. 
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4. "Sur quel ordre, ou quelle permission, ou autorite a t il 
commence cet OUvrage OU CSt t il Continue 8, present. 

5. "A quelle OGCasion tel ordre a t il ete donne, si il y en a, et 
par qui, et ou en est !'original s'il yen a, et sous les yeux de qui 
a t il travaillc, OU travaille t il a present, et qui l'a desire OU 
demandc." 

Je vous avoue Monsieur, que la lecture de ces cinques articles 
m'ctonnerent, mais que les deux deruiers me revolterent horrible­
ment, en ce qu'ils sout absolument des questions a faire a un 
traitro, ou un Espion pris sur le fait, en levant des plans sur des 
terres Etrangeres. J'avois d autant plus lieu d'etre 11evolte de la 
tomnure de ces articles que, Monsieur le Colonel Cockburn etant 
chez moi, m'avoit offert en Presence du Capitaine Curtis, de me 
faire ol>tenir de Sr. George, toutes les Permissions dont j'aurois 
Besoin pour terminer mon Plan General et qu'en supposant meme 
quil ne fut pas l'autem du Dcsagrement qu il me causoit, il etoit 
alors de son honneur, de Detomner Sir George de l'idee des' em parer 
de ma Collection, intention dont je ne pouvoit plus doutter, apres 
avoir en mes Mains, les articles de Sir George Ecrits de sa 
mam. 

Je dcsesperois de retrouver ma Collection, Lorsque Monsieur le 
General Dundas commuuiqua sou opinion a cet egard a mousiem 
le Colonel Cockbmn, et l'engagea d'une maniere decisive a deter­
miner Sir George a me rendre ma collection; ce qui eut lieu 
quelques jours apres, et avec laquelle je receu la lettre suivante de 
monsieur Cockburn. 

Monsieur, 
"Jo me fais l'honneur par ordre de son Excellence le Gouverneur· 

commandant en chef de vous remettre les plans et dessins de 
cctte Colonic, qui ont ctcs deruieiement soumis a l'inspcction de 
son excellence. J e suis do memo ordonne par son excellence 
do vous faire seavoir que comme ces plans paroissont avoir etc faits 
sans les ordres ou la permission du Gouvernomcnt, elle ne coni;oit 
pas que vous avoz clroit de les possedes, mais puis quil parroit 
dcp1tis quclq1,cs fems q1e'o,n V<>US a indnit a pcnsrr autremcnt clle se 
rcsout a wus lcs rl'lulrc. 

Je doit de plus vous commuuiquer quo son Excellence veut, 
que doronavant, aucuns ouvragcs parcils nc soiL entrepris, ni les 
J_Jlans actucls continues, a moins quc la permission du Gouvernc-
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ment nc soit prcalablemcnt obtcnuc, cc que son excellence nc jugo 
par convenable d'accorder clans ce moment-et ils ne pcuvcnt ctrc 
publics ni disposes autrement sans pareillc permission. 

J'ai l'honneur etc. etc. 

Si Monsieur le Colonel Cockburn m'a choisi pour faire son coup 
d'essai en Politique, ou en diplomatic, certainement il a mal tracee 
son plan, et cette lettre en est la preuve, car la raison qu'il avancc 
pour me rendrc mes plans, est un contre sens bien marque ct unc 
impolitique demarche. 

D'apres la loi qui m'impose Sir George, vous voyez monsieur, 
que, malgre !'importance et la Beaute de mes plans, qui ne sont a 
tous egards pas faits pour rester Eternellement en Porte feuille, 
Monsieur le Gouverneur, ou pour mieux dire Monsieur Cockhurne, 
nayant pu en disposer sans Blesser ouvertement toute convenance, 
j'ai lieu de croire qu il fera solliciter par Sir George des ordrcs 
supeneurs, pour revenir sur ses pas. Voila quelles sont mes 
craintes et la raison imper-ieuse qui m'a determine Monsieur, a 
vous donner Connoissance de cette affaire, daignez je vous en 
snplie, mettre sou les yeux du Ministre les details dont je viens 
d'avoir l'honneur de vous faire Part. Si a la J>aix cette colonic 
reste au pouvoir de Sa Majeste Brittannique, mon Plan General 
scra la chose du jour, et je le crois digne d'occuper une place clans 
Jes Cabinets du Hoi. • 

Dailleur Monsieur, la maniere dont j'ai forme mon Plan Q eneral 
du Cap, et celui de false Baie, a pour Haze un projet General de 
Deffense, et de fortifications que je me proposais de deYeloppcr 
avant l'attaquc du Cap, mais quc je n'ai pas perdu de vue, ct 
quc je pounois reprcndre dans le cas ou le cap rcsterait a l'angle­
tenc, on pcut faire du Cap un nihraltar, ct si on ncglige de la 
fortifier d'aprcs un Systcrne raisonne et General, il pourroit essuycr 
un coup de main a la premiere Ouerre qui aura lieu aprcs cettc 
affrernie revolution, le Hort des Colonies ouvertcs, depend prcs<pte 
toujourn de l'arrivce de la premiere fiotte qui les attaqueut, alors 
]cs Batteries Jiassagcs sont d'une hien faihle Resources en parcil cmi, 
cL la plus Brave garnison n'aequierre <1ue de la gloirc sans 
a vantage. ,J e rend ici justiee a monsieur lo Capitainc Bri1lges, 
<p1i, duront cette guerrc, a furtifie le cap de manicre ii lui faire 
t-m11tcnir un ~icge mais il com ient avec moi, <pie tous ccs cffurLs 
doivc11t a la paix, ceder U un"Hysteme en graml. 
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L'etat que j'occupe en ce moment e:,t tres precaire, et ne tient 
qu'a une lettre de Monsieur Barnard, par ordre de Sr. George, avec 
cette restriction, "pour autant de terns qu'<,n aura Besoin de Votre 
Hervice," restriction nullement consolante et qui m expose a etre la 
Victime du premier individu a qui je pourrai deplaire, ou exciter 
la jalousie. 

Si mes connoissances en architecture peuvent etre utiles aux 
interrests de Sa majeste dans cette colonie, et si la reunion de 
toutes les connoissances qui y sont Relatives, et que j'ai lavantage 
de posseder ( connoissances dont Monsieur le General Dundas a vu 
des preuves dans differentes constructions) peuvent pn,roitre a vos 
yeux monsieur, dignes d'etre considerees du ministre, je me 
trouverrai fort honnore d'etre charge sous des Raports, de meritter 
la Confiance du Gouvernement Anglois. 

Pardon Monsieur, de la trop grande Etendue de cette Lettre, 
j'ai etc oLlige de M'eloigner du Style Laconique, afin de vous faire 
sentir mes craintes, qui me paroissent bien fondees, et en meme 
temps vous donner une idee de ma situation actuelle, qui n'a rien 
de Solide. J'aime cette Colonie, Je l'habite depuis dix sept annees, 
Jai pris la resolution de my fixer avec ma famille, et d'y pouvoir 
vivre d'une maniere honerable, et employer utilement les annees 
qui me restenL a travailler. 

Monsieur le Capitaine Bridges que j'estime, et que j honnore 
infiniment sous tous les raports, va partir pour 1 angleterre ; il 
pourra lllon;;ieur vous communiquer mon memoire justificatif, et 
vous donner une idee parfaiLte de ma Collection, qu'il connoit 
entierement. ,J'ai l'honneur &c. 

()AP DE HONSE EBPEllASGE, 
Le 1:.1 Vctoore 1800. 

(Signe) 

l Original. j 

L. M. THIBAULT, 

ancien capt. lngenieur. 

l'ricalc Lrtfrr j1'<Hn l\!A.JOR CENERAL DL -:-;DAR to \Vu.LIAM 

lIUSKISl:lON, l~S(.\I:E. 

CAPE, J 5th Ocwber 1800. 

Ih:Au Ilu::;Krnso:-.r,-You will receive a letter from a Monsieur 
Thibault of this place "·ho~e rcpre;entations therein contained 
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will be of course laid before Mr. Dundas in the event of any thing 
being stated by Sir George Yonge respecling him. 

This Thibault was the Dutch Engineer at the capture of the 
Settlement, was for some time upon his Parole and afterwards 
preferred taking the oath of allegiance rather than quit the Colony 
and though certainly he is not an Englishman yet during the 
administration of Sir James Craig and LorJ Macartney the 
propriety of his conduct appeared to be such as to entitle him to 
the protection of His Majesty's Government consequently hie, 
private property was respected and he himself permitted to live 
undisturbed. 

The Plans which Sir George is desirous of possessing have been 
hitherto considered the individual property of this man ancl being 
very pretty Sir James Craig offered him the sum of 100 Guineas 
for one of them which he refused. In my opinion poor Thibault 
being allowed to keep his Plans is not a fig's consideration as to 
the safety of the Colony. In truth I believe he is as willing as 
many others employed to se.:ve John Bull faithfully and might be 
made useful here as an Architect which has been his chief study 
and in which he has a fine taste but I conceive him to be of very 
slender abilities as a military Engineer. I am &c. 

Daw. 

1800. 
Jan. 8 

,, !) 

" 
H 

,, 15 
,, 18 
" 2{i 

Feb. 1 
,, 2 
,, 3 
" 4 

(Signed) FRANCIS Dm,DAS. 

[Copy.] 

List of Ships' Arrii-als. 

Name of ;;hip. 

Neptune 
Little C'athcrinc 
II«,·11wnia 
Urpltrns 
Yuu11r1 Nicholtts 
Jus1ph llarvey 
BeuJnmin 
1Jic11/1iit 
Sp,edy 
Vigilant 

,vhrre fn11n. 

Cakutt:i 
'l'ra.nquilmr 
Cakutt:i 
Ualculta 
Snl,lnnha Bay 
l\faclcira 
lsla1Hl of Ht. l\lary 

Do. 
Portsmouth 
Salem 

::\atlonallty. 

American. 
J)anish. 
Alllcri ··m. 
En~lish. 

Do. 
A111<•ric:m. 
Frcn<'h Prize. 

Do. 
En~liHh. 
Arncrican. 

 

 



Rcwrtli; of the Cape Culony. 315 

Pale. Name of i-,blp. Where from. Nationality. 

1800. 
Feh. 7 Washington Lisbon American. 

" 
8 Anna London English. 

,, 10 Exdumge Salem American. 

" 
10 Collcrlur MadagaRcar English. 

" 
13 Joaquim l\fuzamhique Portuguese 

" 
18 Gu.,ta1ms Adolphus Sa!.lanha Bay Hwedibh 
2-1 Rattler Coast of Peru English. 

,, 25 . ,fai,i Bomh:ty Do . 
Mar. 1 lwlustrious Mary Batavia American. 

" 
5 Dispatch Philadelphia Do. 
8 .Aritl ( ':mler Do. 

" 
10 Sally London English. 
10 I11dispf'11sablc Do. Do. 

" 
11 ,V<1labar Bengal Do. 

" 
11 Es.<e.r New1x>rt Do. 

" 
22 Cakdonian Bengal Do. 

" 
:n D11b11r. Portsmouth Do. 

April 1 Rainl,a dos .Anjos Daman Portuguese 

" 
4 For.sort Bengal Danish. 

" 
4 Diarm London English. 

" 
4 Juno Rhode Island American. 

" 
5 Janies rate English. 

" 
7 John Teneriffe American. 

,, 10 .Admiral Chapman Copenhagen DaniRh. 
,, 10 .Alt rt Ralem American . 

11 Crown Princess .Maria Bengal DaniRh. 

" 
27 Earl Bowe Do. English. 

" 
27 . Minerva Do. Uo . 

" 
27 Princess Cltarlotte Do. Do. 

" 
30 Con,wnll Coast of Peru Do. 

" 
ao Wil/i,1m Do. Do. 

" 
00 Resolution Do. Do. 

l\iay 5 Hlligood London Do. 

" 
5 Ki,1g.1tor1 Do. Do. 

" 
10 Surat Castle Do. Do. 

" 
11 Cnrler .Amhoyna Do. 

" 
18 &1lleby Castle England Do. 

" 
2fi Mariann Bengal Danibh. 

" 
2/i ll'hilc J,J,tf/lc Do. Do. 

" 
2fi Tds Frigate Do. Do. 

" 
2n Schemlen Batavia. Do. 

" 
2G .Armenia England E11glish. 

June 1 Wa.,ld11!Jlon CoJ)(.'11hngcn Jh11ish. 

" 
2 J'<n7'Ui.se l~ngland Engli6h. 
2 .!,fincn•a Do. Do . 

" 
2 l,od11i~ka Prize. 

,, 4 J,imny E11gland English. 

" 
4 C11i•cm Do. llo. 

" 
!) Triton Do. Do. 

" 
!I Vcnncrne Batavia Dauish. 

" 
10 l'utlland Boij(on American. 
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Dale. Name of Ship. Where from. Nallonallly. 

1800. 
June 18 .African Q11een Dristol English. 

" 
20 Catheriae Boston .American. 

July 20 llazard TenerifJe Do. 
Aug. 17 G11stav11s '/7iil'(t China Swedish. 
Hept. 2 l rnion Whitby .American. 

,, 2 B ellona 'l'orbay English. 
,, 7 lVellfsley Do. Do. 

" 
7 Cecilia Do. Do. 
7 Pha:nix Do. Do. 

,, 24 Rajah Halem American. 
,, 26 Wester Gotland Batavia Swedish. 

Oct. 1 No. 7 Off Mauritius Prize. 

" 
2 Bekesklwre Copenhagen Danish. 
7 Edward Off MauritiuH Prize. 
8 La Glanau Do. Do. 

" 
11 .Eliza Hamburg American . 

" 
11 Kent fishing English. 

" 
12 Thetis England Do. 

" 
12 Sea Nymph Port Louis Prize. 

" 
12 Borneo Susu American. 

,, 16 Norge Copenhagen Danish. 

[Original.] 

Letter from VICE ADMIRAL CURTIS to EVAN NEPEAN, EsQRE. 

CAPE or Goon II01•E, 20th Octobet- 1800. 

Sm,-1 herewith enclose for the information of their Lordships 
an Account of Vessels Captured, Hecaptured, and detained hy the 
Ships of the Squadron under my Command between the 1st of 
April and the 4th September 1800. I have before represented to 
their Lordships the peculiar hardships the Oflicers and Ships 
Companies of tho Squa<lron on this Station labour under from 
their being prohibited to sell hero except for Exportation any 
Prize Goods the Produce of the Countries Eastward of the Cape 
of Good Hope. Their Lordships will perceive tl1e Property 
taken on hoard the Vessels in the enclosed List is chiefly of that 
description, so that the Captors will receive no great benefit from 
their exertions to distress the commerce of the Enemy. 

I am &c. 

(Rigned) UOGER CURT!!-. 

I 
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rEnclo. ure in the above.] 

An Account of Vc1iscls Captured, Rrcaptim·d, and dctaillrd by the 
Ships of the Squadron 1rnda the Command of Sir Ror,cr l'11rtis, 
Bt., Vice Admiral of thr White and Commandrr in Chief of 
His ]ffaJc.sty's Ships and Vtssels at the Cape of Good Hope 
bftwcen the 1st of April and the 4th Srptembcr 1800. 

Lodoi.~ka-A Lubec ~hip with :French Property, Sugar, Coffee, 
and Ebony from Bourbon hound to Isle France detained by 
the Star. 

L'Elconorc-French Brig in Ballast from Port Louis bound to 
Grand Port in the Isle Fmnco, taken by the Star. 

]ffontgomcriJ-Recaptured English Rhip l.ielonging to Bengal, 
had on board 40 Tons of Peppor. By the Jupiter and Star. 

Goede Hensiyht-Danish Ship of 350 Tons from Isle :France said 
to be bound to Copenhagen, loaded principally with :French 
I>roperty. Detained by the Jupiter and Star. 

Union-An English Ship of Whitby Recaptured by the Dio-
1llfdc on her way to Ilio de Plata. Had been Captured hy a 
Spani h Privateer on her Voyage from Charlestown to London, is 
loaded with Rice, Cotton, &c. 

La Paqucbot-Jfrench Brig taken by the Lanca.ster and Squadron 
on her passage from the Isle of ]<'ranee to Bourbon loaded. with 
Wines, India Goods, &c. 

L'.E~1Jc1·ance-"l!'rench Brig of 8 Guns taken by the Rnttlc.makc 
ancl the Squadron on her passage from Bourbon to the Isle of 
l•'ranee with Coftee &c. 

Numcro Stpto Spani h Tirig taken by the Lanca.stcr and the 
Rqnadron on her Voyage from Monte Video bound to the Isle of 
}'ranee loaded with Roap, Tallow, Candles and I>roYisions. 

Bd111ml-J<'rench Rhip of 300 Tons from Bourdeau. hournl to 
hle }'ranee laden with ,. Tin al .'tores, \Vines, Bmn1ly, &e., 
Captured by the Adanw ill and L1111l'(l~lrr. 

fllcnrur-]'rench Bri~ of 1:iO Tons from Bourbon honml to fale 
Franeo, laden with 'offce and Cotton, with 40 ~lave on board. 
Captured by the .E11phro.synr. 

(~igne<l) UoGER Cuun::1 . 

 

 



318 Records of the Cape Colony. 

[Original.] 

Letter from, 8rn GEORGE YONGE to the RIGHT 

HONOURABLE HENRY DUNDAS. 

CAPE Tow1', Oetober 22, 1800. 

Sm,-I am honord with your Dispatch of the 27th (28th) April. 
The Contents distress me very much. I am charged very heavily, 
no I>articulars stated, but much offence Is said to be given. I 
find myself able to do nothing in my Defonce, but tell th\} 
Truth. 

If I thought I had given H.R.H. The Duke of York offence I 
should be miserable indeed. I will just state. all that I have 
done. Soon after my arrival the Military Returns & Recom­
mendations were brought to me by the proper Officer, to be sent 
home as usual, & I was told It was proper to state what Officers 
were deserving of Promotion on the Vacancies. I statell nothing 
but the several Officers next in Succession, except in the Case of 
one Subaltern viz. a Lieut. to be Capt. Lt. and a Cornetcy to 
which I was pressed by B. G. Fra~er to recommend his Son. I 
believe that not one Man in the Garrison, any more than myself, 
ever dreamed that in so doing I was offending the Duke of York, 
and I can only say that nothing should have made me do It, had I 
thought so. I will add that M. G. Dundas being then up the 
Country, I sent an Express up to Him, stating the Returns c • 

Recommendations & begging to receive his Commanus & offering 
that the Packett should wait if he Chose It. His answer ex­
pressing his ready concurrence, and desiring the Packett might not 
wait, the Returns were sent off accordingly by the Packett, as I 
then conceived in the Ordinary & usual Way. They were only 
Recommendations depending on H.R.H. Sanction and appro­
bation. 

This is the only Military Measure I know of, for ever since 
M. G. Dundas rnturned all Returns Hecommendations, and the 
whole Cure & :Management of everything relating to the Military 
Service has entirely rested with Him, and Is so still, so that If my 
Name appears anywhere, either in Hetums, Or<lers, or any other 
Manner It is not my ordering lmt His, whether It is thought 
right, in Point of l◄'orm or not, I cannot tell, nor whether It is any 
mon• llone, But if It is all is done by his Direction, not mine, CY Pr 
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since his Return. I will next State the Truth also with respect to 
a jealousy M. G. Dundas did conceive on his Return of my In­
tention to Interfere And He expressed some Warm th about It. I 
had soon the Good Fortune to Convince Him He had mistaken my 
Character & Intentions. The \Varmth Subsided and every thing 
goes on with that Harmony which was my Sole Object for the 
Good of the Service. 

The next Ground of Blame is Offence to my Predecessor. If 
there is any Offence the Truth has offended, not me. The Truth I 
must speak and abide by. I shall be sorry If It offends. I will 
repeat It again. The Pub lick Buildings had been neglected for 5 
years. The Nature of Buildings in this Climate cannot stand this. 
They were falling Into Ruin. By the Capitulation Government 
were bound to keep them up & they were declared to be the 
mortgaged Security for the Paper Currency. It was reported to 
me, aud occular Demonstration proved, that another Winter most 
of them would fall. If my Predecessor had repaired them in 1798 
The Expence would have been moderate. It was now Estimated 
before my arrival, from a ConYiction of the Necessity of the Case, 
and tho Amount was £30,000 at least. They have been done for 
about £20,000. Was I not to explain this? Was I not to state 
how that was Incurred? and from what such an Expence origi­
nated? I might have been "Silent indeed, if left to myself, but 
Government would & must have called for Explanation and I 
must then have given It, just as I give it now, Just as every Body 
here will give It, and Just as I must continue to give It, called 
upon ever so often and I will add again left to fall on my 
Shoulders, and If I did not say so, I believe I should be the only 
Man serving Government here that did not say so. • 

The next Ground of Offence Is, Having Departed from the Plan 
laid down & approved by government, & incurring new & un• 
necessary expences. The way I have done this Is that by ordering 
my Instructions on these Points to be registered in the office, By 
directing every thing to be continued exactly as It was before and 
the Ac<•ounts lo he made up, as onlenl, in Uontinuation from tho 
J >eparture of Lord Macartney, and all extraordinary \Varrants to 
be enlcrd in a Book and Higned hy U. 0. Dundas the Secretary of 
the Colony & myself. All this has been done, and Is transmitted 
home accordingly, and having enquired at the Oflice on the 
lkccipL of your l)iRpatch, whether any thing has heen done 
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contrary to tho former J>ractice or tho J>lan which had hcen 
approved of by Government I am assured that there has not hcen 
the least Deviation, and I am sure, If I had known there hail 
been any, I should not have approved of It. As to Expences I 
know of none except what urgent Necessity called for namely the 
Publick Repairs already stated. They are all enterd into the 
Books, & will speak for themselves. 

As to the Revenue becoming, from these supposed ExpcnCPR, 
Inadequate to the Service, I have adopted two Regulations in the 
Revenue, which are in some sort new, hut I rather flatter myself 
will not Injure the Revenue. 

The First relates to the Anchorage Duty. Complaint wa~ rna1le 
that It was laid unequally, That the largest Ships who receirn1l 
most Benefit paid no more than tbe Smallest. This appcare1l to 
me to be so, and that the Revenue also suffered hy It. I have 
settled the Duty to be paid according to the Tonnage. The 
Largest to Pay nothing beyond a certain TonnagP, all(l the 
Smallest not to be charged. This has given geneml :-\afr,fadion 
and the ltevenue has gained more than double already, what It 
produced before. 

The next relates to the \Yine Licence Duty, But this m1uires 
some Explanation. The \Vine Licence Duty Is annually lett at a 
Rent Publickly. It has grmlually heen Improving er last y •ar let t 
for upwards of 63,000 RU. But the Cantine at the Castle was 
always exempt, and the Cantine Master had the Privilege of 
Selling Wine at the Cantine without Licence. Mr. Kemble h:ul 
been appointed to It, and It was supposed his Salary & Profits 
came to £1000 p. a. He also Claimed hy his (hant the C'antinc 
at the Barracks, but this was disputed hy the ]farmers of the 
ltevenue. 

\Vhen the \Vine License Fann came to be lett fur this war Tlw 
}'armers offorcl au encrease of Hent, if the Cantine a.I, thu llanal'k,; 
wa allowed to be included. At this Moment :Mr. Kemble <lye1l 
suduenly, and It then occuned to me that if 11r. Keml>le's Profits 
were £1,000 the throwing, at least, thu I>ispute1l l'antine at, thu 
Barracks into the \Vine License .Farm would give an cncrcase or 
£1,000 to the Hevenue, and the Farmers did not <lony It. By 
the Death of Mr. Kemble also tho (;astle b •came Yamnt, a111l lt 
occurred to me that whatc\·cr the Racrifice of pri,,ltc Patronngl' 
mi~ht he, lt woul1l hl' hl'lter to fix tlH' Yahw of tlll' ofli,,p at a 
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~um certain, eYcn at £1,000 p. a., antl give the C'hance of Im­
provement to the HeYenue by making neither of the Cantines 
uxempt from the Farm, tho the Office continued. Circum:-;tanccs 
led to the Idea that the Aclrnntage to the 1>ublick would Le much 
more than £~,000 per annum. PriYate Patronage was no con­
Hideration. I gave Kotice to the }'armers that both l'antincs 
xhouhl be lnclwlcd in the Farm, lmt that I expected an encrease 
of Jtent in l'roportion. I had consulted with no Body on the 
measure, bnt .va:-; cominced of Its Propriety. The event justify<! 
my Idea. The :-;ale of the Hevenue took Place according to tho 
Notiee, :md the ltent of the Fann fo1 the Current year is encrease<l 
:\0,000 Uollars or £;-;ooo :-,terling p. a. The ( 'an tine Mast.er & the 
other necessary :-iubonlinate OJ!icers are at fixed Salarys amounting 
all together to no more than the £1000 p. a. enjoyed by Mr. 
Kemhle, so that the Hevenue has gained a )fott Income of M,000 
H. D. or £4000 ~terling p. a. I have divided the Cantines into 
two. The Town Major has the Castle, & the Barrack 1\laster the 
Barracks. J hope these measures will not be thought Daiati11.f/ 
from the I>lan of Uo.-ernment or I11jlll'io11s to the Revenue. 
Another Measure has been adopted, a new office has been created. 
It was Raid the Soldiery would Complain on the Cantines heing 
Hnbject to the }'arm. They had complained at the Barracks of 
f-hort Measure and bad Win and the Complaint was just. Mauy 
had dyed from the bad EITects of unwholesome \Vine. I thought 
it :ulviseable to esta.blish Wine :Examiners, and to order. Standard 
Measures at each Barrack & Cantine with Power to the Examiners 
an<l Cantine holders to oblige the Farmer of the Revenue to give 
,Just measure aml wholesome wine. This has given great Satis­
faction all([ the examination of the Wine will ternl in time very 
1nnch to lts Improvement. The Salarit!S of tlwse Officers are 
i11cl11dc1l in the Calculation of tlw Halari1;R of the Cantine holders 
:1 l,m'1\ mentioned. 

I have now l beliC'vc state<l every thing rdatirn to 1ww Offices, 
H<', enne & E:q1e11ceR, that I <·:m re<'olkC't. lf l coul1l recollect 
111on~, l would Htate It. 1 wiHh to ( 'on<'eal not hi Ill--(, all<l espt:>cially 
not to Conceal the Truth. The l'roduee of the Jte,·euue at the 
E1HI of this <'urrcnt Y car will he full 400,000 H. D. arnl l hope 
will J,e rnore tlw Year following. No l'aiw, of mine shall be 
wanting to make lt. Ro, arnl as to the He,emw meeting the Ex• 
J>l'lH'l' hea\'y as the Expcnl'eS lul\ c l>eeu this year, l am imlulcring 
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the Hope from what I know, tho I beg not to be Pledged, because 
It must depend on Circumstances. But I am of opinion that, at a 
Peace, with proper Commercial, Territorial and Financial Regula­
tions, the Colonial Revenue will meet all the Expences Civil & 
Military of a Peace establishment, with little, or no Burthen to 
the Mother Country. But It is as yett too Early nor have I, at 
the present moment, much Encouragement to trouble Government 
with my Idea.s, or with any Details on the Subject. 

I have troubled you with a very long, very Irregular, and I am 
afraid very unofficial Letter, But the very nature of your Dispatch 
has unavoidably made this more of a Personal than Publick 
Nature, and as I can not mix any other Subject with It, I must 
entreat your acceptance of It as It is. 

I will now only say, That however I may feel on the Occasion 
given to such a Dispatch, I readily & willingly Submitt my 
Conduct to any examination Government thinks proper. They 
have a right to do so. I respect that Right. It must, It ought to 
be exercised. I submitt to It, and I think It the most natural 
Thing in the \Vorlct that I should receive the letter I have receiYed 
from you, on this occasion. It would have been strange if I had 
not, as things are concei rnrl. Whether my Answer Is Satisfactory 
or not Is more than I can presume to say. I have told the Truth. 
I have tryd to explain everything, to Conceal nothing, Because It 
is my duty to do so, and haYing thus done my duty, l haYe done 
and said all I wiRh to do, or say. I have &c. 

(Signe<l) 

P.R. It is necessary I should explain, that the Repair of the 
Publick Buildings & Barracks has enabled me to cfo,continue a 
Distant Barrack, for which a Hcnt was paicl of £(i00 p. an. which 
will be a saving to the Colonial Revenue to that amount. 

May I now he allowed in thifl Lcttrr of ,TnRtifiration, to propose 
some Matters, Important as I think for the l'uhlick f;ervice, ancl 
:First, I wish to risk off nding again, namely to lay out £4 or 
£5000 St. more, for the Purpose of removing the Publick Offices 
from the Castle, and fitting up those Offices & Part of the Barracks 
'ls Lodging for the Officers. They wonld then he with the men, 
which would be usefnll for Discipline and their Lodging monry 
would be saYed. The expen~e of this Lod~ing Money falls at 

 

 



present on Government. The amount I do not exactly know, but 
I conceive It to be at present an Expence of not much less than 
£4,000 Sterling p. an. The Doing this may be charged on the 
( 'olonial Revenue antl It appears to me that It would be money 
well laid out, but I cannot undertake It without order. 

I wish to arnil myself also of this Opportunity to touch on one 
or two other Points of some Moment. An Issue of Paper Money 
Is mud1 wanted, as a l\fetlium of Commerce which Its Increa,;e 
calls very much for, and the Mercantile Interest would 1,ay 
Covcrument Interc,;t & ncal Secnrity, the Money to be repaid and 
the Paper Cancell'd at a given Time. I have Henson to Lelieve 
that half a ~Iillion R D. might thus be lssue1l & Lent, with great 
advantage to Gmernment. 

.Another Point Is, The Current Coin. A Spani,;h Dollar Is 
worth here at Markett as Merchandize G/G. It is worth as 
Ctment Coin only 5/G. How can It stay in the Colony? What 
Laws can keep It? Seizures may be wade, but the (.;]anclcstine 
.Exportation will too often succeed, to the ImpoYerishment of the 
l'uhliek. If I might he allowed, I would Sulnnitt some Ideas on 
the SuLject, )mt aL Jm!S<'nt I only touch upon IL. 

[ E1H"lmmrr in the aliove. j 

l Copy.] 

Adrcrliscmr,ll. 

Notice is hcrchy given that the l,iddings for the Farm of the 
J!cv!'llue of the Wine Licences is postponed to Moll(.lay the 
:.!!"ith I nslant, in order that time may lie afforded to the Bidders 
to he informed of the negulations aud Conditions un<ler which the 
l1iddings are then to he conducte<l, whid1 are as follow: 

[ n the first place the Cautines at the Barracks and at the Castle 
am to he incln<le<l in the 1'\mn. 

In the ue.xt plaee the price at which Liquors are to be 
,·c11<lml i~ to he fixed arnl n•gnlate1l in like manner as hefore, 
hut in addition to the regulated price, it shall he permitted to 
charge two pence or two stin•rs on ewry Lotile of \Vine Yended 
under tlw Licc•nces at the \Vine Houses and at the Cantines, and 
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one shilling on every boltlc of Bran1ly in like manner vended and 
deli ,·ered. 

In the next place, that the consumers may not he defmudecl 
either in the quantity or quality of the Liquors vende1l to them, 
no measure shall he made use of but the measures allowed by Law 
and sanctioned hy the Magistmey; and in case any Li11uon; shall 
he vernled or delivered at any other measure, the offenders on 
Complaint shall he punished on conviction with the utmost 
Severity ; and in order that the Consumer may not he defrauded 
in the quality of the Liquors so vended any more than the 
quantity, no Liquors shall he Yended or delirnred without heing 
preriously tasted or examined by the proper officer to he appointe1l 
for the purpose, under imch Regulations & Hestrictions as shall 
hereafter be established for that purpose. 

The bid1ling for the l>istrict of fitellenhosch, as also for the 
J)istrict of Hondebosch, Wyn berg, 1\foyzenlmrg, an1l Simons Town, 
shall first take place, and then the District of ( 'ape Town. 

In every other respect, except the above Hegulation-;, the 
l1icldings shall be cornlucted on the usual conditions and in the 
usual manner. 

By Command of His Excellency the Uovernor and Commancler 
in Chief. 

(Signed) A. HAnx.um, Recrctary. 

fCopy.J 

L,ttcr froni Sm C:mr:r;g Yoxr.E lo /hr Ru;11T Hn:-i<ll H.\m,g 

HEXltY l>UND.\S. 

CAt'E 'rmrn, Odnl,, r :.!2, 1800, 

Rm,-1 am honor'd with your letter of the ~0th of 1\Iay whil'h 
is just arrived hy the 1Vdlrslr!J, relative to l\lr. V ennank. 

The measure of sending him to England hy an Act of Power 
without Tryal had been fully consirlered ancl determinccl upon hy 
Major General Dundas, under whose or1lers Brigadier U-encral 
:Fraser acted previous to my Arrival, ancl I was given to under­
starnl that similar Acts of l'ower had been exen:i e<l on former 
Occasions. I also understood He was thus sent not for Tryal 

 

 



R,·,·urds of lite C"J>C C'vlvny. 325 

hut by way of 13anishment. I di<l not conceive it therefore fit 
for mo boing ,inst arrived to interfere with this Decision, thinking 
myself hound to let it go Home, as it was resolved upon : But 
1 confess tho measure did not quite coincide with my Ideas. I at 
lea:-;t thought that Banishment to England was lyable to many 
Objections my Heasons for which I have alrea<ly stated in a 
former })i,;patch, and that it appeare<l to me where Banishment 
was to he the l\mishment that the Place of Banishment should 
llot be Englarnl but Botany Bay. 

I have also stated in a funner }fo;patch that there were several 
other Prisoners, which ha<l been long confined, on a Charge of 
High Treason, whose }'ate still remaine<l to be decided, and that 
1 thought it high Time that they should he proceeded against, 
not by an Act of Power but by a Solemn ,1 mlgment according to 
Law, and that I meant to a,ail myself of the present peaceable 
i-;tate of the Colony, & give Directiorn, acconlingly. It is therefore 
,L very great Safr.,faction to me to letu-n now that this Idea. of 
mine is perfectly consonant to the Sentiments of His Majesty's 
<io,·ernment, and that such Offences ought if possible to he try'<.i 
on the Hpot. 1 hope too that my Llea as to the Jllace of Banish­
ment, where that is resolYed on will be approved of. Governor 
(:idley King i,; fully prepar~<l for s1u:h a ::\foasure. 

l confess at the ::;ame time that l lia\'e been under some Anxiety 
as to the Issue of this tryal for many Heasons, altho convince<[ of 
the Xecessity of it. 

ln the first place, l>e<'ause I found that in general, tho' the 
( 'ria1inal Laws of the Colony mulouhtedly were competent, yet 
tlll'y Juul sel<lom been rusorte<l to, under former Governors, in 
Cases of such ::\lagnitU<le. But Power alone has been relye<l on­
and l was rather the more .Anxio1rn, because having thought it 
cxpc<lient on such an 0<'casion to consult those who could best 
a<h ise me, I ha<l desire<l the attendance of Major General l>nl)(las, 
,Judge Jfolh)l(l, The Fiscal, & :-;e<'retary Barnard, in Order to 
1·011sult with them on the best lll()(le of proceeding, and it was 
not without some degree of Alarm that I found the General's 
( >pinion lea<l to preferring an 1\<'t of l 1ower, arnl He express'<l 
I >ouh!s on the l'n11lence or even ~afety, of the other ::\10<le of 
J'roeceding, urging to my great Concern that the Peace with the 
( 'affres <'Olll<l hardly he said to he concluded, that the Cafli'e Prince 
had alw,l'y:, cspouse<l the ('au•c "f the l'risnncr.;, ,, there would be 
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l>augcr, if they were thus proccede,l against, of renewing the \Var, 
which in fact We had not been able to maintain, In so much that 
He had been forced by necessity to act as He had done, hy rather 
ahandoniug the \Var than concluding the l'eace, nor could for the 
same reason the consequences be answered for, should the War be 
renewed. It was most afflicting to me to lea,rn this precarious 
f-;tate of Things, & it was added that there were enm Doubts 
whether the Court of .Tustite would do Its l)uty, The Situation 
l)cing so new, The Spirit of Party so strong, & the effect arising 
from Intimidation so uncertain. The other Gentn. incline<l to the 
measure of proceeding hy Law, But from the Difliculties accom­
panying it prefered leaving the Decision to me, wliich lmYing­
fully weighed & considered, I al last felt so forcibly the llisgracu 
of confessing as it were, that the Laws or even the UovermlH'nt 
itself was too weak for sneh powerfull Offenders, that l resoln·<l 
to proceccl & gave Directions accordingly. It is therefore with 
great Ralisfaetion that I h:we now to ac<1uaint you that thon"h 
the Process from the Xature of the Proceedings has l)een 101w ~:t 
the whole has been cornlucte(l in the most' regular and ~~•e;un 
manner, and I even directed that considering the 11nusual Import­
ance of the occasion the i>roeeedings shoulcl, contmry to the usual 
l'ractice of the Court, he publick e that the Door:, of the Comi 
shoul!l he open during the whole of the Tryal. 

1 have the Honor to trnrnm1il the Sentence pronounce1l on the 
Prisoners, :Four of tliem being in a manner panl011etl, 1 11am 
com,idcring their long Confinement, directe1l them to he disdiarge<l 
on ( 'ondition of taking the Oatlis & iinding Hecurity for their 
good Beha\'iour which has he!'n done. 

Of the Others two are capitally cunvieted and as I have it uoL 
in my l'uwer to change the Rcnlenl·e I haYc thought it right lo 
,rnhmiL it to His Maj' Ly's Pleasur', m; it may})(.' thought prop1•1· 
to mitigate the , 'enumce, to whi(·h I :;cc 110 Objection. Hut If I 
might he allowed to submit, what occurs to me from m know­
ll'dge of the Subject, It wouM p 'rhaps ho a(lviiwahle, Ju l'a c 
His Majesty should he graciously pleased lo shew the~ ('1i1ni11ah 
any favor, not to roYokc or commute the &mtcnce altogeth(•r, But, 
that the Execution of th' Hentenl'e should remain ~USJ>l'tHled on 
Condition of heiug Banishe(l for Life, But to he inUicle(l on them 
If thev ever retum. The Heasou of this is, that their Hclnm 
woukl· havc the wur. t Elfocl po. ·il)lc, fur they have hccu tlic 
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Original Hing Leaders, & chief Instigators of the whole Rebellion 
aiming at the shaking off all Dependence on the Colony & corre­
sponding with His Majesty's Enemies for the Destruction of the 
:English Go\'erument. Ruch a Mitigation therefore of the Sentence, 
as is here suggested, Is full as much fodulgence, as the Magnitude 
und I>anger of their Offence will warrant. 

The Court had occasion, as had Leen apprehended, for all its 
Firmness, for Attempts were not wanting to Influence & Intimi­
date them, and the President especially stood in a very delicate 
8ituation. But the Court felt the Importance of the Occasion 
l,oth to the Colony & to Government, so much to their Credit, 
that I thought it my Duty to give them a Public mark of my 
1\ pprobation in a letter aduresse<l to them, a Copy of which I have 
the Honor to enclose. 

I really hope that the Issue of this Tryal will have the most 
salutary Effect, tho' I am much concerned to find that what 
Major General Dundas urged as to the precarious state of the 
Pea.cc with the Caffres proves but too well founded. I hau 
sanguinely hoped from the Representations first made to me, that 
all had been permanently restored to Tranquillity, but recent 
A(lvices from the Commissioners at Grnaff Heinet received since the 
commencement of the Tryal, announce that this is far from being 
the Case, & that the Ca.fire Frince not only receives the Fugitirns, 
hnt has at their Instigation made preuatory Incursions into the 
Colony, so that the Commissioners have been compelled to collect 
a Force of near 500 Men part :Military & part armed Inhabitants 
for their Protection, and the enclosed Extracts from their last 
] )is patch will fully explain the Disposition of the Caffre Prince 
& the Htate of that District. But should the Measures now taking 
for re~toring & pr..isening Trarn1uility hy the Commissioners he 
happily effectual, The l'rosperity of the Colony will I hope be in 
] )anger of no Check aml it is with the greatest Satisfaction that 
1 am able to transmit the Hentiments of the Colony in Terms of 
Loyalty & attachment to His :MajeHty which I believe sincere & 
whi('h I hope will be acccptahle to His Majesty. 

I ham myRclf ernleasoured, a.~ I thought it my Duty, to 
con1·iliale the Min1ls of the People Lo the BritiHh Government, hy 
lW('l'Y Attention in my l'ower, ever since my Anival, & I was 
happy lo learn from Vice Admiral ~ir Hoger Cmlis, that He had 
orlicial Instrndions lo scconrl any snd1 EndcaYOlll'tl, which he has 
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done, with all that, zeal, with which he dues ernry lhi11g fur lho 
l'ul,lic Service. 

I ham accordingly encouraged every thing that coul<l girn 
them a Taste for English 1\fonners, or promote the Improvement. 
of the Colony, & l have the pleasure to perceirn they hegin not to 
he Insensil,le of the Blessing of being under a British Uovem11w11t, 
and to he convince<! of my sincere desire to promote their welfan:. 
I shall do my host to prevent those Sentiments from hei11g 
weakened & the Expressions of Loyalty I continually receirn 
Induce me to hope for this with son10 I >egree of Conf-i<lenl'e. 

There may he still some disaffocte<l persorn,, which the Enemy 
secretly encoumges, arnl to say the Truth, Hitherto the experiell(.'.ll 
they have had of the British Government, has afforded nothing 
de<'isirn that shoul,l lea,l them lo judge whether they Rl10uld, or 
Rhoul<l not, become ultimately au Object of the Care of Urea!, 
Britain. This with the uncertainty of the Events of ·war has 
heM many in suspence. I have try'<l to irnluce them to adopt 
Sentiments more decided, & I have now reai;on to hel ieve that 
there remains nothing wanting to tix their Sentiments & the 
Loyalty of the helter sort at least, than the certainty of their not, 
1,eiug again to change :Mm,tcl'8. They have had Experience enough 
of the misfortune of heiug in a state uf uncertainty. Aml I am 
well conYince<l that the Loyal Address 110w spontaneously olfore<l 
to His )lajesty is meant hy them lo con,·cy the ·wish the· 
entertain of remaining under His 1\Iajesty's C:ra('ious Protection 
the Blessing of which, as they very properly themselves express, 
ls well known to all the \Vorltl, & l helieve they will he most 
grie\'ously disappointed shoul<l this wish of theirs 1,rovc ultimately 
Yaiu. 

1L is necessary I shoul<l now mention, that, together with thu 
l'roceedings & Sentenl'es of the Tryals, ls tran:-m1itted the ( 'hargn 
antl accusation of the l'risonen; tlelivere<l by the Fiscal and it is 
hut Justice to him to say that 1 am con\'i11ee1I the Zeal he displaye,l 
on the Oceasion was sincere, & that, the Ability with which He 
maintained the Cause of GoYemment tell(letl v1:ry mu<"h to ke<:p 
the Court firm to their Duty on this Oc1·asio11, I feel myself obligP<l 
to state what I think of some Importance to <lovemment lL'> well 
as to Him. l'revious to the Tryal, he luul represented to me t hu 
:rery i1Hlelicate way in whieh Hu thought he tlcrinlll his lneo1111: 
that while on the one Hand his cstabli. hed appoiul111e11l was• 
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madequate to the ituation He was left t,o make himself amends 
by being an interested Proeecut.or of Offences by haring the Fines 
on Confiacation. That he felt very utieasy at it, & wished rather 
to have an adequate tated appointment, & give up th Emolu• 
ments. I confi that this representation appeared t,o me both 
liberal reasonable, and It ap t,o me That if this appean to 
Government in the same light The Occasion of th important 
Tryals will perhaps be a fit one for doing what is proper. What 
that should be I will not p ume t,o •Y· His share of Fines is 
one third. This has this Y' been not 1888 than £5,000. But it 
is casual cannot be supposed al aye t.o be so much. Perhaps If 
his tat.ed Income arising from His other fi ed allowances ere 
made up t,o £1200 Sterling per .Annum He would be contented & 
the e pence t,o Go emment not very great, as In that Case the 
}'ines which now come to him would come t,o Government. But 
having stated this it remains for Government to decide what is fit 
to be done, I only thought I could not omit stating it. 

I feel it my Duty also now t,o state a matter of great Importance, 
namely the dministration of Justice in this Colony. 

Looking upon it 88 a British Colony, The British objects here 
claim the Benefit of the British Laws, while the Dutch claim the 

of th • confirmed t,o them M the CapituJation till the 
P , --.il1181i this the British bjeets protest, in all here 
their own Li , Liberty, Property are an y ooncetned, 
alledging that The Dutch La are unknown to them, & tot.a:U.y 
different from what they concei they ha a ht to especially 
jn what re nts, ills, and ttlements, The Dutch 
Laws are tA>tally dissonant from the English, & they claim Justice 
to be administered here in the same manner 88 in other British" 

lonies. 
is now before me, in the way of appeal, in which the 

ll tor of the Customs is concerned, in hich he h demurred 
to the Jurisdiction of the urt hich claims Cognizance of the 
0 , rding to the Dutch La s U 

It is a Case in hioh the Parti are entire! English, th 
Dutch no y con med arising from the D h of the 11 tor's 

ife, h Property if any and the u • n to it the Orphan, 
0ka11WtJ1' claims the Jurisdiction o er, 88 ell 88 the Cust.ody of, 

the • ·on 88 to the u ion, according to the Dutch La s 
bich is d n 'don the other side. The matter • conducted·witb 
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the greatest Propriety & Decency on both Sides, and this Point is 
left to my Decision. 

If I decide according to the Laws of England as claimed hy a 
British Subject in a British Colony, Tho Dutch claim tho Capitula­
tion, and their own Laws therein re,ierved to them, to which they 
say every :Man in the Colony is subject, as well English as other. 
If I decide in conformity to this construction of the Capitulation, 
Then Ilritish Subjects are affeeted by Laws not their own & to 
which they conceive themselves not bound contending that no 
Capitulation thus r,.rranted can depri rn them of Rights inherent to 
British Subjects, living under a British Government, and that the 
same principle which dictated the allowing to the Uutch tho: 
con<1uered the usage of their own Laws, tho: at the time it 
depended on the ·will of the Conqueror applys to the preserving 
to the Brifoih Subjects their Inherent Hight to l3ritish Laws, 
whic.:h it could rnwer be in the Intention or Contemplation of 
those who granted the Dutch that Capitulation to deprive them 
off; and that if this is tl e Effect of that Capitulation, they must 
contend for a ltemedy and tho ltestoration of their own Highls & 
Laws to which they concei\·e their Claim to be as strong as any 
the Dutch can contend for. 

lla,ing no Instructions whatever on the point, If I Rhouhl feel 
myself forcml in the present Instance to a(lmit the Effect of the 
Cavitulation as the Dutch elairn it, yet I must earnestly request 
that this matter may Le soriom,ly con:-;iJeretl, & that Um·ernmeut 
will be pl01tsed to think of some Arrangement either by tho estab­
lishment of English J u(licature, or r,ueh other Remedy as shall 
appear most \Vise & Expedient, by some new Co<lo of Laws, or 
othern ise, for there seems at vre,;ent a real Hanlship, or at 
least great !neon veuience & l)illiculty on holh si<les of the 
(iuestion. 

l\lr. 1>nckitt has hegun to Hurvey the Country, arnl every st<•p 
he takes eoufirms his opinion of the general Excellenel' of the Hoil 
of this Colony, all(l it is rather flattering to me lliat His ,J 11dg1•ment 
& Knowledge shoul,l tl1w, ('()llfinn all rny I,ka~ a11<l A1h·i1•ps on 
the Suh.1ect. He hmi 111.ule an Exe11rnio11 ol' ahont :\O or ,W )1i]Ps 
rnurnl Cllpr 'l'111cn, viRiling lto11,11fr/,os,·h, J[n,,t.~ llt11/, Om1lf/'' (,'m1·1•, 

W"i;nbfl'!f, JJJ11ys1·11bf'r!J, and thl' ( 'ountry rournl Si11to11~ 1'1111•11, us 
well as Slrirl.-lo,ul ancl ('/<111 Jlols, Sf,./lr11h11.w·h, ,1!!/lldN ri11I, ll11ff, 11-

tuts lful/(lwl, J(!ipb1ry, ]lrC'h,t tu11 J-'m11c/i,~ lw11I,, 'J'hc f'r111rl, 
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Zll'rtrfrl•r:lilt, awl JV(l!ff]Oti mal.:crs Valley, next Week He is to visit 
Rtitl V(/lfry, aml Gronc Klooff, and the (/mn!Je Kraal, and all 
the Country N.\V. towards Soldlwnlw Bay, & then He proposes 
!,o hegin on whiclwver spot proms most adviseahle. A conRider­
ahle oxpeneo will unavoidably be incurred fir,:;t, hut the greatest 
lnconvonicncmi will arise from the want of llau<ls, and he has 
alrea1ly expressed a wish for an Importation of freRh Rlaves, which 
ho wishes to employ solely in Hushandry. The want of Hands for 
Agriculture is in<leed mueh to be lamented. Horses & f-;heep of 
tl1c English Drec1l are also Yery desireable arnl Mr. Dnckitt 
laments much his not being allowed to hring out any, whieh he 
finds a great, Los.~ to him. In short this Colony wants nothing but 
Inhabitants, a111l especially Labourers, for the \\'ant, of which all 
the Yale from f-;imons Town to Salllhanha nay being upwards of 
J 00 l\1ilus long by about :Zii l\Iiles broaJ all capal,le of Agriculture 
( the worst of it not being worse than Eslu r) lyes half harr 'n, 
useless, and uncultirnte<l, and appanmtly incapable of Culture, but 
them is no one Instance even in the most Sandy Desai-t Part of it 
whom ihe least Oare has heen bestowed on any one 8pot that is 
nut repaid a hun<lre<l Fol1l. One ronmrkal>le Instance of this is 
that an Englishman took a spot ahout two yem-s a~o, apparently 
among 8anJ hills, perfectly harren, not a made or Y egetalile upon 
it, He enclosed it, sunk a ~yell, fouu1l \Vawr, has planted it, and 
has now a fine Gar<len full of Vegctal>les, Corn, Yines, an<l Timher 
Tr0es growing Luxuriantly, arnl Duekitt & his :Farmer:, declare 
there is not a Hpot in the whole Yale, as far as they have seen, be 
it ever so had in appearance, that is not helter than what Duekitt's 
Farm was wheu he hogan upon it, or rather His Father did, and 
that tho ic;ame Care & management as His Father t1Re1l wuul!\. be 
full as successfull, if not more so here as there. I luwe not the 
Least llouht of lhc Truth of this, arnl I look forwar,l ,rith nrndt 
satisfaction tu seeing this verifie<l by :\Ir. l>uekilt's Exertions. 1n 
r•ality 1 am convinced that the Tract of l'onntry round Cape 
Town, extmuling S.E. tow.mis Jlou/s lJ11.'f , • ,'>'i11w11s lJu.'f N.\V. 
towards S11ldhrrnhr1 1111,11 and N.K towards the l\IounLtins great 
part of it apparently barren, aml not a tcnlh part of it cultivated, 
tho' :;o near Cape Town, is capable of auy lmprnYement & of pro-
1hwin~ any thing that Human Ill(luslry can effect, so as to supply 
( :real, Britain with ('orn, \Vine, & many rnluablc ,\rticles, were the 
( 'uuuLry once peopled, nll!l in rcLurn woul(! oeeac::ion au cncreaseu 
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arnl rnltrn,ble Demand for British I>roduce arnl ~fanu:acLurcfl, 
which I humbly concei ,·e it is highly for the Interest of Grnat 
lhitain to encoumge. 

It is on this Point of Yiew, that I feel anxiow, to hear what arc 
the Hegnlations containo(l in an Act, which I perceiYo hm, heen 
passed last Ses:-;ion, for the ltegnlation for the Importation of ( 'ape 
"rino into Great Britain. It is rupre~ontll([ to mo that the former 
Hegnlation was so very di:-;adrnntageous, that tho Importation wa", 
as it were, prohibited. I most eamestly hope the present Hegnla­
tion is more farnmblo, aml that His l\lajesty's Subjecb, in this 
Colony may begin to he alloweu to come nearer the Chamcter of 
]hitish Subjects than tl1ey have hitherto been or at least that the 
Importation of their Produce may nut be regarded as .Foreign 
l'roduce. 

Having stated thi,;, as it is my Duty to do, I lrnrn no Douht 
that the ·wisdom of Cto\'ernment will pay that Attention to the 
Subject, which the ~fagnitude of the Object deserrn:-i, arnl to that I 
suhmit it. 

The very rare arnl uncertain opportunities afforded of commtmi­
cation compel me to enter upon e\'ery Su\,ject ,rhich appears of 
Importance, and the Desire I most particularly haYe of an:rn-ering 
your last Dispateh has imluee(l me to wait no longer, lrnt tu Hernl 
this hy a speeial Ship to Ht. Helena, In hopes of catd1i11l-( the 
( 'unYo • for Englarnl, Arni the A(!dres:-ies ah,o appearing to me to 
l,e of suflicient Importance, All(l ;.lr. Barnard lul\ ing dcdi110([ 
rntnrning to Englarnl, for the Hom-mns he has statccl, I haw 
thought iL a(hise:thle tu sornl these Dispatches by Captain T1H'ker 
one of my Aids de Camp. lluL it would lie extremely <lesirl'alile 
if som• \'cssel coul<l be allowed to come and retum periodi<'ally lo 
t\1is plare, If it were only twice a year. This with the chan1:1· of 
:;\foreha11L Hhips occasionally woulcl all'unl a Httlliri •nL and , l't'_V 

usef'ull communi(·:tlion to this Colony, whirh makes me wish it 
may he (lone. I lui,e &c. 

(lTnsignecl.) 
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Secret Lcttrr from Rm GEORGE Yo:wrn to tltc RIGIIT 

lioXOURABLE HEXRY DUXDAS. 

O')f) .. ,..,.., 

CAPE Towx, Octobn 22, JR00. 

Rrn,-Tho Intelligence transmittecl in ::\!arch last from home to tho 
Admiral l'ommanding on this Station havin~ heen communicatecl 
in Confidence by Him to me, We have hoth thought it right to 
apprize 110th the Marquis "\Vel::;ley arnl Admiral Haynier of It, 
and I ham thought It my J)uty to consult "·ith General Durnlas 
upon this. In Conse<pience, He has, (without noise) examineu the 
llcfences, and some new 8iy,wl Posts have been Erected; and I 
heliere from his Heport eYery thing Is in Good order, at the Same 
time He has so strongly urged encamping the greatest Part of the 
Garrison, at a proper I >istance between the Two Bays, that though 
this will he Expensi rn It has appeard athiseal>le, and they are 
l~ncampml accordingly. 

:-;ome accidental ( 'ircumstances appear to Confirm the Intelli­
gence all\l(led to, fur 3 Frenelt :Frigates ltaYe appeared off the 
Brazils, arnl thence proceeded to Rio de /r, Plata, and Brought an 
order, unprnceclt•nt, as ](, I· said, from ol<l Spain, for a large Rum 
of :'.\Ioney to he pai,l hy the Rpanish C:oYernor to the Commander 
of one the Frigate::;, for the Senice of J<'rance, which has heen paid 
accordingly, arnl also a very great Supply of Provision,;, with 
"·hieh the Frigates haYe deparle<l. 13ut one :Frigate has since been 
( 'ruizing off the ( 'oast, arnl in the Latitude of Rio rfr Janci,·o 
at tackecl the Jr~dslr.'f, who engaged her for an Hour and beat lier 
off. [twas a :U Unn Frigate full of l\fcn. The action was on 
t lw !lt h A ugnst in Lat. 2:.U!J Long. 33.20 aml the 1Vrlsfry arrfrecl 
i::afo hl're on the 10th :-;eptr. The :Frnnch 1''rigatC'S were afterwards 
n·portcd to he corning to lhe lndian Rea::;, hut this has provccl 
to he without Foundation. one 1s Rnppmiecl to lie returnc<l to 
France, the others arc Prohahly at Mo11tc Video, or Bio de la 
Plain. 

An Extraordinary lnei<knt has i::incc o<'cnrred here. A Ship 
arrived under Pnrnsian Colours from R!llbd n which had heen 
stopp<l , • examinecl hy Capt. Elphinslone in the Diomrdc, and 
some Cirenmstanc:c:c;, on her arri ml, creating Snspieion, She was 
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Stoppd, and the whole Ship & Cargo proves to be French, as well 
as most of the Passengers, bound to the Ja/,e de France. But 
among the Persons on Board, said to be only Passengers from 
Hamburgh, W88 one Person, Charged with a Secret and Important 
Commission from the Batavian Directory to the Governor General 
of Batavia. I have, thought It my Duty to detain Him, & 
Examine his Papers, By which It appears that He is sent to 
announce to the Governor of Batavia, the Coming of a Consider­
able Force in Ships, with Troops, and, also, Military Supplies, and 
the Object from Circumstances, seems to be to try to recover some 
of their Possessions, and especially The Cape, where the Letters 
say They are pretty sure of Succeeding, if they can but land there. 
This person has four or five in Suite-one of them is Instructed to 
execute the Commission if the other Should Dye. I have Stopped 
them all, Just as they were embarking on Boord an American 
Ship for Batavia and finding there had been a Quarrell between 
these Dutchmen and the French on board the Prussian Ship, I 
have availed myself of this, and the Enclosed Paper contains the 
Intelligence I have thus obtained, which together with what is 
contained in this Persons own Papers has induced me, on a 
Consultation with the Admiral, to send them all home as soon as 
a proper Conveyance offers, and thinking Ceylon might be one of 
their Objects, I have found means privately to advize Mr. orth, 
and the Marquis Welsley of the Business. 

It appears also that the Prussian Ship was in reality French, 
having been a Prize taken & carried into Calais, where she was 
Purchased by the present owners, and brought to Osteru/,, where she 
was loaded with this present Cargo & bound to the Isle de 
Fratw:e. 

The Commerce thus carried on by France to the East Indies 
under eutral Colours Is pretty tensive. They are Chiefly 
Danish and Prussian. The Ship in Question was thus Conducted 
-a Person from Osteniie went to Gluckstadt & Altona to be made 
a Danish Citizen with the Ship, under the Sanction of the French 
Government. She then went, under Danish Colours, back to 
Osteniie to take in her Cargo. She then returned to Altona to 
gett, what they call, the Neae88ary Neutralizing Papers. From 
thence they went to Hamburgh where some Circumstances indu 
them to go to Embden, and there Change the Ships ame to 
Frederick and the Danish Colours & Neutralinng Papers for 
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rrussian, and thus equipped They 8ett Sail for the Isle de Ftancr, 
and by accident Came here. 

The .French Government Conduct, and authorise this Trade, in 
this manner. They authorise the Several Municipalities to 
neutralise the Ships, as before described but they are also 
fnrnish'cl with :French I>ermits and Official Safe Conducts from 
the :French Minister of Marine & Colonies at Paris and in tLe 
Letters to the Administration of the Isle de France, or other :French 
Colonies in India, but on the e:rprcss Condition that the whole of 
the Cargo shall consist of :French Manufactures & Pro<luce, all(l 
that the I>roduce 8ales of the Cargo, and the Ship Itself, shall he 
brought, on Its Heturn, into some I>ort of :France-and thei,c 
documents have accordingly been all J Jiscovered on Hoard this 
~hip, and they are all now in the Custody of the Vice Admiralty 
Court here, but I haYe the Honor to transmit an abstract of 
the Principal Oliicial Papers for tl1e Information of Government. 

Another Ship, a Dane, has also I>utt in here, under Suspicious 
Circumstances tho on Consultation with the Admiral It was not 
thought adviseable to detain her. 

Among other, The Captain, in Shewing his Papers, produced to 
my great Surprize a French Pcnnitt for the Ship & Cargo, from 
the French Commercial Agent at Copenhagen, one :\f. La Yille, 
and the Captain said that no ~hip was now allowed to Sail 
without one, I asked him, if they were then Subjects of France. 
He Raid not that, hut It was a Protection, which they were orderd 
to he furnii,hd with. I asked him why not be furniRhd with 
}:nglif,h Protection as well as French since England had more 
l'ower to protect than }'ranee. He said, the English respected 
Nations, l<'rance did not. I then told him to take "\Varning, for that 
in future if any Danish Ship came here without EngliRh r>rotection 
from our Minister at Copenhagen as well as French, they would 
he 8eizcd, for an Enemys Sanction alone was no Protection. He 
haR wrote home word of thiR, and I leaYe It to the Wisdom of 
CoYernment to J>e<'icie whether this Threat should be realized, or 
not. Certain It is, that by these means France carries on an 
uninterrnpted Commerce, to a Yery great Extent, & with the 
utmost ~afety -while the Americans carry on a great Trade to 
India, China, Bat:n ia & the Isle de :France, bringing howeYer 
chiefly Rpcr-ir. which they gett from the Spaniardl'l. I am only to 
add, that much Spc,·ic Is alRo clandestinely carried out of this 

 

 



Colony to India l1y Ships of all Nations as well as hy 011r m1·11 

( 'ontrary to the Laws, and to the Impowrishmcut of the ( 'olo11y­
whieh requirc,; ltcgulation, nor woul1l It be lmprn,Rihlc to ( 'heck 
this Yery l'o11sideral1ly-if not all together. I ha,c &c. 

(Signed) 

(The enclosures in the al1ove throw uo further light 011 this 
subject, a111l arc therefore not gi ,en here.) 

[ ( )l'iginal. j 

l'rirr,lf' Ll'tlt'I' /tom Sm (J1mHC:E Ym«m tu thc 
ltmll'r HoxouRAllLE HENitY l>u:rn \S. 

UAPE 'l'ow,; Ort. 22, lllOO. 

Sm,-In a former JiriYate Letter I enclosc<l you a Letter of 
Correspondence lJelongi11g to the Missionaries, of whom arnl their 
llcsigns I then gaYe my Opinion, anu I now scrnl yon furtlwr 
J>:u-ticulars Concerning them. l wish I may l>e mi:-,takcn in my 
opinion uut at present I h:ne no longer any J >oul>t about them, 
an<l. lrn;rn only to Correct their great I>ower & Influenee. 

As to the other Disagreeaule Letter I \I as foree<l lo w1it1i 
concerning General Dundas, l have only to say, that my Pat i1•111 e 
has hall the Desired Effect, Thai He is now l'onvince1l of tlw 
Truth of what I tol1l him, That it all originated in a J\fo;lak.c. In 
Conse11uence all is l'alm again, all(l as quieL & harrno11ious, as for 
the C:ood of the Service l ,\ish ll, lo Le, arnl Lcyoll(l that, l ha\'e 
uo ~ort of ·wish whatever. 

Mr. J)nckitL since his arrival has been nssail<-<l, as I foarP<l ]Ip 

would, with all Sorts of Proposals, both from I>uteh & E11glish-l 
have warned him against them, and foHl him honest, and firm to 
his J)nty-arnl I Rhall think It mine to give him the wholo 
~uperinten<lance of every agricultural Matter & to give him rny best 
assistance. I have only to beg, That sho11l1l 11 ,ty l'roposil ions 
eome from (lll!J .Quarter to Govermnent, Pilhcr 11t ho11u• rn· fro111 
ltl'llcr, that none may lie fo,tern•<l lo, nor en•n rcfern•d to me, mtl<·ss 
such as may come with the H1·co111mc11<lalion arnl Hepre 1•nlatirn1 
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except that my IIe:t<l & Heart go at least tocretlll'r, a well u I <':tn 
make them. 

Excuse this trouble l will say no more l'crhap. I may han• sai,l 
too much already. I will endeavour to he wi. er, & S:t\'e nnll'h 
trouble both to .}'Ou c to my elf-Hut 1 beg you to J,clic, e 111 • 

alwayti with great Truth c 1:egard, Dear ~ir, &e. 

Gi:o. Yo.· ,r:. 

l'.S. If I may he allowed, I wish to ay a \Vonl a. lo the 
l'ri onern in the Castle. Their ~entence i · tran mitted for the 
Hcasous containe1l in the accompanying Di patch, a. for the two 
which are Capitally Comietcd, tho' they do Ile en e Dua th, yett 
It f<)lllaiw; with hi ;\laje ty to shew them ~kn·y, hut tlwy mu~t 
not even remain here-Th, l'ul,[i,./,; , "Ji ty forbids It. ,\ n.d . to 
the othl'r>1, there i the ,\'a1111 ltu1 011 for not alt •ring their ,lu. t 
~euteuce, 11or would IL ha, e be •11 tran 111ilted, hut for Fon a'.- :-;. kc, 
liciu~ lucluded 111 the. allle ,JudgL'lllPnt 111·1111ou11rcd on the other, 
and tlwy expect 1111thiug hut to :-;a,e tlwir Lin•fl. Thpre i how­
e, er, one Thi1l" ou \I hirh I wi h for J >ir •ct ior1s. The c l't·opl • 
lune wry co11 iderablP l'rnpl'rty. H1•i11g ('1111, ieted of Jli.,h 
Trea 011 It is I m1de1. tarn! furfeitL•d, a well hy the I>utch Laws, 
a by 0111.. Hut 1 e ·1,cl't many appli1•ntio11 from l:Plrttion, & 
}'riL•nd,; to obtain I hem, aud to kCl'Jl I hPrn for thl' 11 " of the 

'rimiual • Iudt•1•1l mne of tht•s1• ha,·e "111w alnwlv to orntpv tho 
l'rope,ty \\ithout I.Pa,·e, of ,~hi·h rw 11oti1·t• 1· 11 l,p t tkL11 till llis 
).fojo. ty' ('ommaud 1·1111 Ii• re,•ci,Pd 1·11111·emi1w tlw <'rirni11al, 
lmt It ,•e111s b:11l l'olil'y to allow u..J1 littl1• ('1111 '''IIILllCI' lo follow 
1;11ch erirne, awl I beg l>ircdio11 how to l'ro PPd. 

The ~fi sion:uie~ lra\'e Emi. ari1 at J:,11t11·in nrnl otl11 r Elll'op an 
S ttlements, au '11t1•n·epted LL'tll'r from llata\·ia <'011tni11 1111 
:-;ymptom of Euduanrnrs to ( 'oil\ Pl t , 'a, a<•l's to rv1i,.· tianity, 
and tln1. l'romotc thu Ki,1:1d11111 ,if r'h,i l, l,111 a \'l'l'j' El1tl,oratl' 
account of th· S111x•p of hi Lnho111 in otltrr n• p • ·t , nud 
relatiug wholly to the l{m:;dom oj thi World: giving 1111 n1•c·u11nt 
of hi l'rim111,,.ri,1l 'l'mn 11dio11 of' l/i,._~ f,'ain, mu! n,• ornpa11ip1} 
,, ith ])ire tions to lay out hi 111oney in the (J<,l1111ial Fund at the 
('apP. 

Th· Lettu I ndtlre < I to \'nl ntin ,\ 1 iu . h 011h r-g, 
'1',ca 111· r ,l /Jui 1or ,if tit , 'c,chty i, , 'outl fricrr Jo,· l',o 1wti,1;1 

 

 



!hf l(in11rlm11 r!f ( 'lo ix/, whil·h aclclrcss ls rPpeatccl on two f'oyers, 
llnt, 011 the Thircl, and Inner, CovPr, Thr Aclclrl'SS Is, To ('iti::r,i 
r. A. ,r...'rhou,ilwr:1, JI, rrha nt, Uapr of Uuod Jlopc, which last appears 
lo ht• his proper acldrec,s. 

ln the ('ouutry, They gett Lancls/vr the Jlottrntot.~, which they 
keep themsehes, allll :-;en the Produce raised hy the Hottentots 
L:tlmnr for their own acl rnntage. One Missionary Is a Blacksmith, 
who rnakes smne hacl knives wh He Sells very Dear, & they have 
lately Importe,l from England a large Assortment of Ironmongery 
& other ( :oocl~, urnlcr Colour of Prcsrnts tn t/11 Ilottmtot.~, who 
never h,•ar a \Vorcl of them, all(l in the several Kraals which they 
have establisl1ecl, these pious 1fissionaiiPs, unless more Credit is 
~iwn them than they <leserve are saill at least to Propagate 
('hristi:ms, if not Christianity. Very few are up the Countr.v one 
only is with Ouyka promoting, I believe, the Kingdom of this 
\Vorld, as well as of Uhrist. The rest prefer living at Cape Town, 
where one of them Is lately marriecl, and, In short they are 
N, rch~, 11/s at least, whateYer else they are. Bnt I am sorry to 
aclcl, that I have rm.w11i to hdiac that in Rn!Jla ,ul they propagate 
the rno~t J11cobi ,i l'rinciples, cRpe('ially in some Yilla«es near 
Lontlon, as I am Credibly Informed. Certainly their Letters 
:m11011n1·e thPir Expectation of Rmne yrmt Rrrolution, which, they 
say, the l'olitieal ewnts ij!_ Europe are paving the way for. 

In Rhurt I am more & mm Convinced that this Exclrn,i rn, 
l'trn erfnll, Artfnll, aiul }'urmiclable Society use the same El}(lS 
urnler the )Iask of l'iety, , • Heligion, as the ,Jaeobins in France, of 
wltieh I conceive them to lie one Great Branch, have done, under 
t lt1• :-;tanclanl of I nfi<h•lity. Their Political Principles I am 
('omi11ee<l an• ,Jacobin, They ha,e del'P & secret Designs, und!'r 
th<• ']oak of lkligion, which illllee<l ls almost al ways the C:L-;e 
with l'rctl'IHlers to extraordinary Hanclity. In the mean tillle 
t hl'ir worldly object 1 , a .\krcantile l'uninit, which their l nvest­
m<'nls prove. Tlwir \'iPws am n'/1"11.~iff, and the Letters I have 
, Pllt prove their J'oll"n' am! llold11/'s. -aR yelt, nothing has been 
clom• hen: to alarm or l >i~t nrb them, hut their Hesidencc here Is 
a matter of :-;crious ::tlann, uch as to make lt, necessary to 
trawm1itt this ac1•mrnt, in acldition to what has heeu already f-Cnt, 

to ,1hich I haYe to :snhjoyn one 'ircmrn,tance more c.·ternling to 
•tn-rolimat<• tlw rl' l. 

()111' ot' tht• :\Ii-;. iona111 l:itl•ly 1·01111• l1l'l"t' 1i I gn11t• into ('alfer-
1. :.! 
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d, hia name ander emp-th as another Edmond, but e 
is returned-two more now want to go, but I have forbid them 
because I have undoubted Intelligence that anderkemp, ho has 
been making e cuses for not leaving Guyka, tho' repeatedly 
required, has been propagating not Christianity, but the • 
Principles abo.e stated, and Is at this moment the nfidential 
Friend Companion at uykaa of the fugitive bel nrad de 
Buys, of whom the Extract of the mrs. Diapat.ch peak. 
They are lnBeparable, live lod together at Guykaa and th 

ery reason to think De Buys Is very far from being conv 
or di.acouraged, by hia new friend & Companion. 

They ha"¥e a very great OomtMreial Investment nt out in the 
Royal, ...4.dmiral to Botany y, at least BO their ponden 
announoes, and from thence they lJl'Olooee Ira.ding to Otaheite, 
India, China I hope they will not bvert the vernment of 

ew South ales, they certainly will att.empt this. 
t follows does not relate to the 

Ullil.llM!d under the same Head, a Very o ure Mnniiat.v 

lately formed here BCU'C& worth notice, but for th ir Princip 
which are pure Jacobin, and their Pattern • taken from JlnglatMI,, 
The Person of the ame of Fidge came very lately from thence. I 
have sent him away again-another man (a ember) of the ame 
of Franke was seized at the House by my Coachman for • ng 
the King. He is also Banishd. The Encl u1ga.r Card will 
shew the oomple • on and nne ion of the usin 

The nch are preading J aoobin • m all o er India-e en 
anuf'act are Emblematical, and nd e ci the ati 

Bebellion. I send you a pie from urdea . 

[Original.] 

Laur from IR 

'11 be Deli d to 
Camp, ho by the 're of the Inhabi 
·CDalrKed with a Loyal Ad to 
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('ummissioned Him to pn•sent in their Name, In such manner as 
shall Le thought proper. 

I harn taken the Opportunity of sen<ling- you all the u~ual 
( 'olon ial l'aper;;, and also of answering your several Dispatches, 
eonceruing l\fr. Barnard, l\fr. Duckitt, & Mr. Hesse, as also yours 
of the '27 April concerniug myself, to which I beg leave to refer, 
as aiso to my :-iecret an<l Private Dispatches. 

I have only to hope for your fovouraule Reception of Capt. 
Tucker, and that He may be Presented to His :Majesty in the 
:Manner usual on Such occasions. Should He have Occasion for 
your Protcctilln, or for your Assistance, in the Objects of his 
Pursuit, either of l'romotion, or adYancement, I flatter myself you 
will be kin<l enough to afford It Him, and I will venture to 
say you will find )1im a very amiable, and Desening young 
man. I have &c. 

(Rigned) GEO. YOXGE. 

fCopy.J 

Ldlt r from the 1\I.uu1i:1s OF \Vn,LESLEY to Srn GEORGE Yo~GE. 

l<'onT WILLIAM, 24 Oct. 1800. 

Sm, 1. Since I had the Honor (sic) to your Excellency on the 
'.!,ith of September the appearanec of some l<'reuch privateers at the 
mouth of this river rendered it necessary to postpone the dispatch 
of the l'rinass J!ary. 

:t The detention of this ship enables me to apprize your 
Excellency that I have rceeivcd from Constantinople and Aleppo 
the most unfaYourablc accounts of the succcRses of the French on 
the eontinent of .Europe as well as of the progress of their 
establishment in Egypt. 

:l. These e',ents have placed our poR,;essions in India in a 
,-ituation of consi<lcmble danger, notwithstanding the brilliant 
succe s of our anus in the late \Var against Tippoo Hultan and in 
the l{ebdlion of Ilnndiah. The .Frcnd1 appear now to be estal.>­
lishc<l in E.rypt \I ith a fortni(lahle li()(ly of Europeans, and a 
1111merons army of l'opts <li 'eiplined hy French ofliccr1,. 

--1. It nppear:i prnbalil' that at an early perio<l a vigorous effort 
will lie made hy France agaiust the British Rettlements in India. 
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This enterprise may he prosecuted either hy land or St'a, eilJtl'r hy 
a naval armament with troops proceeding directly from France to 
India, or hy a squadron acting in the Hed 8ea and transporting by 
that route to India a part of the French army now in Egypt. 

5. The earliest efforts of France however may be expected to he 
directed to the relief of her army in Egypt, and if any attack he 
made against India at an early period of time, it will probably be 
with the object of diverting our attention from the Hed Sea arnl of 
Jistracting our naval and military force while a :French Squa1lron 
shall attempt to secure the passage of the Red Sea and to introduce 
succours into Egypt by that channel. The final establishment of 
the :French Colony in Egypt will probably be the period of time 
when operations against India will be commenced on an extended 
scale. 

6. It is however difficult to estimate the amount of the force 
which France might be able to direct exclusively against India 
even in the ensuing season, and it is not prudent to act on the 
supposition that such a force cannot he Yery formidable, still less 
woulu experience justify an implicit reliance on the superiority of 
our naval force in Europe, since we have already found during 
this war that a bold and rash spirit of enterprise may frustrate the 
utmost efforts of the valour, skill, and vigilance of our navy, and 
may elude its acknowledged superiority l,oth in stre1wth and 
conduct. \Vhatever may he the projects of France, I luwe rea. nn 
to expect that if the war should continue His Majesty's Miniskffs 
will direct me to assist the common cause through the Rl'd Sm l,y 
means of a body of troops from India, to be conveyed to Egypt for 
the purpose of co-operating with a British armament from the 
Mediterranean. 

7. As materially connected with the probable views of His 
Majesty's Ministers and with the state of the t~ ·ternal dau"t'r to 
which our own possessions are exposed in con equence of the 
uufarnural>le posture of affairs in :Europe nncl in Egypt, it is my 
<luty to apprize your Excellency that our .European troops in this 
part of the world absolutely rc<1nire immediate reinforcement. 

8. In this state of affairs it is my duty to re<ptest your 
Excellency in the most earnest manner to di patch to lndi i with 
the least practicable delay as consi1lerable a reinforcement of 
}:uropean Infantry as it shall be possible for you to Rparo from the 
defence of tlw ( 'olouy under your Exc,·llnicy's ( ,o\"crnrnl'nt. H 
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the view which I have formed of the probable intentions of France 
in the future progress of the war against Great Britain he correct, 
the Colony of the Cape of Uood Hope is not likely to be the point 
of attack, and consequently it will not be exposeu to any imminent 
danger by a diminution of its present <-l:arrison. 

\J. The great utility of the Cape of Good Hope is to serve as a 
depot and as an outpost to onr Indian Empire, from whence 
seasoned troops may suddenly be J.rawn for the defence of our 
possessions in the Ea~t in any emergency which may arise. This 
au.vantage was derived from the Cape in au eminent degree during 
the war against Tippoo Sultan, and I am satisfied under your 
Excellency's administration the military resources of the Cape of 
Uood Hope will always be applied with the utmost alacrity and 
judgment to their true object, the preservation of our Empire in 
the East. I flatter myself that your .Excellency will be enabled to 
senu two Hegiments of Infantry to India without incurring any 
considerable hazard during the periocl which must elapse before 
those corps can be replaced from England. 

10. It is my wi,h that the European force which your Excellency 
may furnish in consequence of the present application should be 
embarked for the Coast of l\falabar, to touch in the first instance 
at llua, arnl to be larnlecl there or elsewhere on that coast as the 
state of affairs at the p(zjml of their arri rnl shall require. \Vith 
the , iew to this arrangement the necessary or1lers will be trans­
mitted to Uoa. If howeYer the transports with the troops from 
the Cape shoul<l not reaC'h the Coast of ;ifalahar until the season 
8 hall haYe been too far a1hanced to admit of their landing either 
at ( loa or at any other plarn on the l'oast of 111:tlahar, it will he 
proper that they 1,houlcl in that ease prol'cecl directly to Bombay, 
nnk-::-i the \'"arnl and :\lilitary Ollil'ern in charge of the r •infurce­
lllPllt shoulcl preYionsly receiYe instructions clircctin" the troops to 
:t difl'crcnt destination. 

11. Your Excellenc·y will nceessarily frcl the e.·pecliency of 
,·mnposing tlH' n•inforec11w11ts whid1 yon Hcncl in em1sequcn\'e of 
this letter of the mo L l' pcricnced arnl scnsonccl lroops now at the 
('ape. Th• 11:-ma l 1•0111--e of sPnic·e has hl•1•11 to season the Kin~'s 
Troops in tlH• di111:1tc• of the l'ap1• forpn•ntual n c in India. Under 
this S)Acm part of the• force I rcceiH\cl from Earl ~farnrtncy \\llS 

imnu·diatl'ly <'lllJlloyed in :tl'liw . Pr\'ice, aiHl was distinguishccl at 
he ~ic•gp and a<-s·llllt of Seringapat 1rn . 
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12. Your Excellency will probably judge it necessary to <lispateh 
an express to :Europe for the purpose of obtaining immediate 
reinforcements for your Garrison, allll I shall not fail to urge the 
necessity of afforcling you assistance without delay, hy dispatching 
to His Majesty's Ministers an express overland as well as hy sea. 

I haYe, &c. 

(Signed) \VELLESLEY. 

[Original.J 

Letter f rorn the MARQlJIS \VELLESLEY to VICE A1nrmA1 CunTis. 

FonT \V1LLTAJ1, Ortol,er 21th I 00. 

Sm,-.Although I have not had the honour to receive any in­
timation from your Excellency of your i-afe arrirnl at the Cape 
of Goocl Hope, I have ha<l the satisfaction to learn that eYe11t 
through other Channels; and I accordingly Lt>g lea Ye to con­
gratulate your Excellency on the occasion. 

A constant an<l unreserved correspondence on eYcry question 
affecting the mutual interests of India all(l of the Colony of the 
Cape of Uoo<l Hope subsistc<l hetwe •n the Earl of l\facartney, 
the late ~ir Hugh Christian, and me. Sir If ugh Christian con­
stantly a<lvi~e<l me hy every opportunity of the Rtrnngth, con­
clition, and distrilmtion of the f-q11adron under his command. 
The intercourse was productive of important ht•ncfits to the 
l'uulic f;crviee, n.ml I am pernnatlctl that your Excelll'IH'}', n.tl­
vcrting to the intimate cou11ection of the J'\Jlativc Intt•n•sts of 
the British Possession;; in Intl.ia al}(l of our Estahlislunc11ts at the 
U,tpe of (;0011 Hope, will co11cnr with me in cultivati11" a Hi111ilar 
correspol}(lcnce, and in employing every ernleavour, uy mutual 
exertions, to promote the prosperity of the general cause. 

The alarming ernnts which have lately happeuctl on the Con­
tinent of Europe, combine<! with equally unfavourable advices 
from Egypt, have place<l our l'osseHsion in India in a situation 
of considerable dauger, 11otwith taudi11i-: the brilliant success of 
our Arms in the late \Var against Ti1,poo Hultaun, and in the 
Rebellion of J)hoondi1 h. Thu French ap1 •:ir to he c tahli hcd 
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in Egypt with a formidable Dody of Europeans, and with a 
numerous Army of Cophtcs disciplinecl by :French Officers. It 
appears probaule that, at an early period, a vigorous effort will 
uc m:ule uy France against the British Possessions in India. 
This Enterprize may be prosecuted either uy a Kaval Armament 
with Troops, proceeding directly from France to India, or by a 
Squadron acting in the Red Sea, and transporting by that Uoute 
to India a part of the French Army from Egypt. The earliest 
effort of France however may be expected to be directed to the 
relief of her Army in Egypt ; and if any attack be made against 
India at an early period of time it will probably be with the 
object of diverting our attention from the Ited Sea, and of dis­
tracting our Naval and Military force, while a French Squadron 
shall attempt to secure the passage of the Red Sea, and to intro­
duce succours into Egypt by that Channel. The final establish­
ment of the lfrench Colony in Egypt will probably be the period 
of time when operations against India will be commenced on 
a more extended scale. It is however difficult to estimate the 
amount of the force which France might be able to direct ex­
clusi vcly against India even in the ensuing Season, an<l it is 
not prudent to act on the supposition that such a Force cannot 
he formidable, still le!l would experience justify an implicit 
reliance in the superiority of our Naval force in Europe; since 
we have already found during this \Var that a bold and rash 
spirit of enterprize may frustrate the utmost efforts of the valour, 
skill, and vigilance of our Navy, and may elude its acknowledged 
preeminence both in strength and conduct. 

\Vhatover may be the projects of France, I have reason to 
expect that, if the \Var should continue, His Majesty's Ministers 
will direct me to assist the common Cause through the He<l Sea 
by means of a body of Troops from India to be conveyed to 
Egypt for the purpose of co-operating with a British Armament 
acting from the Me<literranean. 

l nder these impre~sions, ii has been my Duty to request His 
Excellency the (lovernor of the Cape of Good Hope to dispatch 
to India with the leasL practicable delay the largest Military 
.Foree which he may be able to spare. I hope it will be in His 
]~xcellency's power to furnish two Regiments of Infantry; and 
that Your E:cellcncy will have no difficulty in affonling the 
necessary <'onvoy to the Transport:; employed in conveying the 
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Troops m question to India. I have intimated to ~ir flporgc 
Yonge that it is desirable the Troops should proceed directly to 
Goa; but that if the Sea on should be too far advanced at the 
period of their arrival on the Coast of Malabar, it ,rill be proper 
to land them at Bombay. 

In addition to the necessary Convoy for the Military reinforce­
ments, I trust it will be in your Excellency's power to reiuforee 
Vice Admiral llainier's S<1uadron, which I beg leave to state to 
you is particularly defieient in .Frigates. Your Excellency will 
render a great sen·ice to the British Empire in India by con­
tributing any aid to this deficient branch of the Na val Service 
in these Seas. 

In proceeding towards India or to the Hed Sea, a :French 
Squadron must probably touch either at the Spanish Settlements 
on the Eastern Coast of South America or at the lfauritiu . It 
is not impossible that such a Sc1ua<lron would finu it neees~ary 
to toueh at Loth places. I am satisfied that your Excellency's 
approYe<l vigilance and ,i'i<lgement will he exercised in observing 
both these points, ancl in applying your force either to intercept 
the Enemy on their v0yage or to reinforce near Admiral Blankctt 
(who proceeds up the Ucll Sea in the month of NoYemlier next) 
or Vice ~\.dmiral Hainier on the Coast of Malabar or at Trincomalo, 
as the case may appear to re<p1ire. I am also conli,lcnt tlrnt 
your Excclleney will give Vice Allmiral Hainier and me the 
earliest possibl-3 intimation of the movements of the Enemy arnl 
of your own, and I llaLtcr myself that yon will from time to 
time apprizc us of the general state and distribution of your 
Squaclron. 

I have the honour to enclose a Copy of the Signals now in use 
at the Isle of .France, which I have lately procnrl.!11, aJl(l believe 
to be correct; it may prolmhly he fomHl useful to your Excellency, 
if you should happen not to possess the same information. 

It appears liighly probable with a , i •w to all her ( lhj1icts in 
Eaypt al\(l India, that France may emleavour at an early :-eason 
to throw a strong reinforcement into the hile of Franee. Hecent 
information lealls me to bclie\·e that sneh a design is c11tertai11e1l 
hy the Enemy: Its success woul,l certainly ag"rav:tte in a great 
clegrl)e the danger of our Imlian Empire. I tlwrel'ore feel it to 
he rn.v l luty, in the mo t ramest 1mtnJl(•r, to n•1·omrne111l to 
your Exce1l1·rn·y to Ltkt- immPdiat<' rnPaSttrP~ for i tabli hing th!' 
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most strict an1l effectual TI!oekade of the Ports of the Isle of 
}'ranee, which your ~ranl force will permit, until you shall 
receive further a<l,ires from me; and I reriuest your Excellency 
to apprize Viee .Admiral Ibinier aud me, by ernry fo,Yourable 
opportunity, of the state of any such Blockade, of its probalJle 
duration, and of its effects on the Enemy's force and conduct, 
as well as of all such information as you may be enabled to 
colleei respecting the internal strength and defences of the Isle 
of France. I have the honour to transmit a Copy of a Note 
which has been furnished to me relative to the most eligible plan 
for maintaining a Blockade of the Ports of the fale of France. 
The Note was given to me by a very intelligent Navi~ator, who 
has lately passed a month on the Island. In the strictest con­
fidence and with the fulle3t reliance on your Excellency's ac­
knowledged discretion and secrec_v, I apprize you that my Yiews 
are likely to be directed eYentually to the reduction of the Isle 
of :France. It is poR~ihle that I may make the attempt in the 
month of ,January 1801, or of the ensuing month of ::'11ay. In 
the first case, I cannot hope for further aRsistance from your 
Exeellency than that you shoul!l send the most corn,illerable 
Force whieh you can spare to cruize off the Island or blockade 
its Ports at the earliest possible f;eason; and if succe:c;s slwulll 
attend my Enterprise in t e month of ,T anuary, the mLYal defences 
of the Island will he delivered over to your Excelleney's ~11uadron. 
~houhl the attempt from India be postponell until the month of 
::\fay, your Excelleney will hear from me again; and in either 
case you will rernler a most essential serviee by l>lockading the 
Ports of the Island acconling to the suggestion whieh I have 
rec01nmmHlell to your attention, and l,y dispatching frec:itient 
all\ ices to Yice ,\dmiral Hainier arnl to me. 

Your Excellency \\ ill prohahly ohser\'e that my requisition for 
a reinforcement of Troops from the Cape is connceted with my 
eveiitual lle~ign against the Isle of l◄'ranee. But as I am satisliell 
that that design can lie best execntcll directly from India, and 
that ally attempt to obtain a cooperation of Troops from the Cape 
would he sul>jll4.·t to mnl'h <lifli<'u1ty, and wonl<l perhaps only 
sene to disclose a plan, of which the success must principally 
depell<l on stHhlen arul ,ecret c.·eeution, I have resnhl'll to make 
no comrnunirat ion whateYer to the C:owrnrnent "at the Capp of 
my intr·ntinns in th 1,r, cut stagr of my design; rwr i any per. nn 
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in India ru·<1nainte<l wilh them excepting \'iee ,\d111irnl 1:ainim· 
arnl my Brother Colonel ·w ellesley, who will he employed, if I 
should determine to carry my plan into effect. The ~uhonlinate 
Uo,·ernments of India will not be apprized of my Yiews, unle~:-i 
an Armament should hereafter depart for the Mauritius from 
Trincomale, where I am now assembling a large force, as a 
rentral position for the general Naval and Military defence of 
this Empire; This force will eventually be applicable lo Yarious 
objects, according to the change of circumstances and events: 
One of these Objects may be the reduction of the Isle of France, 
which I know to have been in a state absolutely defoncele ·s in 
the month of August last. 

Your Excellency, I am persuaded, will not suffer this most 
secret and confidential communication to transpire heyoncl your 
own breast, and I am satisfied you will contrilmte every effort, 
of your talents, experience, and public zeal to aid my views, if 
it should appear to me expedient to prosecute the ullllertaking to 
which I have referred in this Dispatch. 

Vague surmises arnl conjectures will always arise in the public 
mind, whenever any Military or :N"arnl preparations shall appear 
to occupy the attention of Oovernment, and possibly such may 
reach your Excellency with rcgar(l to the present Armament, in 
India; lrnt you may Le assured its real ohjects are only known 
to those whom I have nameu, arnl are precisely such as I have 
intimateu. I have &c. 

(Signed) \V1,111:su:,. 

[<'opy.j 

L1tl1'/' frv11i lhl' MAH(~IJIH \VELLEl:iLEY lo VH.!E ,\11~111t.\I, 

CUltTil:i. 

FortT W11.Lt.\ 1, Or/ob, r '25th !HOO. 

Sm,-In my di~patch umlcr (late the 24th of Oclohcr, rnarke<l 
mrnil Secret, l had the honour to offer to your Excellency several 
f;nggeslions with regard to the employment of His l\fajcsty'H 
:-iquadrou under your l'ommarnl, for the purpose of aidi11g the 
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1 )efencc of th'! Critish Empire m IuJia in the present cri~is of 
affair;;, 

It has occurre<l to me that it may he useful to state more 
di. tinctly to your E.·cellency my estimation of the relative 
importance of each of the several objects which I have recornmenJed 
to your attention. 

I shall therefore recapituhte in the Order in which they stand 
in my Dispatch of the 24th, adding my obserrntions upon 
each. 

First. To give Convoy to Jrnlia to any Troops which may be 
embarked from the Cape of (food Hope in consequence of my 
application to His Excellency Hir George Yonge. I conceive this 
Object indispensible, and I conclude that one Frigate would be 
suflicient for the purpose. 

Hecond. To reinforce Yice Admiral Rainier's Squadron, 
particularly in Frigates. This object, excepting in the event of 
the actual approach of an Enemy to India, in my opinion is of 
inferior importance, either to the accurate obserrntion of the 
Enemy's movements on the Coast of South America or at the 
Mauritius or to the Blockade of the Mauritius. 

Thinl. The l~einforcement of Hear Admiral Blankett. I 
cannot expect your Excellency to provide for this Ob,;ect, unless 
in the event of an Ene'lny actually proceeding towards the Red 
Hea, in which case I presume that you would think it advisable to 
pursue them with your whole force, giving adYice hy express to 
\'ice Admiral Hainier wherever the tenor of my Dispatches might 
lead you to expert to firnl him . 

. Fourth. The immediate aml effectual Hlockadc of the Isle of 
France. This Object is in my judgement the most important of 
all those which I haYe enumerated, with the exception only of the 
actual pursuit of an Enemy actually proceeding towards the Red 
H •a or to lrnlia. 

Fiftt.. I am aware that, if it should appear to me expedient to 
prosl'cnte rny design against the !Rle of France in the month of 
,January next, it may lie <lillkult for your Excellency to reach the 
Island before the operations of the intended Annament rnrty have 
been lirou.,ht to an issue. If the expedition should be pr<mecuted 
in the present Heason it ,,ill prohal1ly kaYC Trineomalo ahont the 
:!.ith of J leee111ber :t]l(l 1n·o<·ee<l direetly to the Isle of Frall(:e, 
making the Island of I:od1•rigut•z. 
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Sixth. :For the purpose of aiding your Excellency's communica­
tions with the Ships composing the expedition, I have the honour 
to enclose a Copy of Signals applicable to every case which I can 
foresee. 

Seventh. As it is possible that the Ship which conveys these 
Dispatches may make a quicker passage to the Cape than I now 
expect, and as your Excellency may be in possession of Advices 
from the Isle of France of a later date than any which can have 
reached the Officer Commanding the Expedition, I request you, 
immediately upon the receipt of this letter, to dispatch an advice 
Boat to cruize off the Island of Roderiguez, according to the 
suggestions contained in the Memorandum annexed to the 
Dispatches, with the latest intelligence which you may possess of 
the state of affairs at the Isle of :France, particularly specifying 
whether any Naval or Military supplies, and whether any and what 
reinforcements may have been thrown into that Island since the 
5th of August 1800, down to which period I am in possession of 
accurate information. 

Eighth. If no Vessel from Vice Admiral Rainier should have 
appeared off Roderigµez previously to the 5th of February, it 
would be advisable that Your Excellency's advice Boat should 
proceed to the nearest Port in India and land your Dispatches to 
Vice Admiral Rainier, or deliver them at Sea to any of His 
Excellency's Cruizers which will have received orders to forward 
them immediately to His Excellency. 

Ninth. It will be extremely important, if the Expedition 
against the Isle of France should not sail from India in the present 
Season, that your Excellency should from time to time furnish us 
with every information which you may receive from that Island to 
the latest possible period. The month of April would be the 
Season for renewing the Expedition, if postponed in the present 
Season. I have &c. 

(Signed) WELLESLEY. 
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[Originai.] 

ltita jtoui Sm GEowrn YONGE tu the RIGHT lloNOURA.BLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

:til 

CAPE TowN, 25th Octobef' 1800. 

Sm,-I am honored with your Leiter of the 27th April relative 
to the Lutheran Minister, :Mr. Hesse, who is just arrived in the 
JVclfrslc/f, in conse<1uence of which I have introduced him ill/Self 
to the Wardens of the Lutheran Chureh, strongly recommending 
to their favour, and I have had the satisfaction since of being 
assured by them that they are perfectly satisfied with Him, and 
they desired to return their thanks to Government for the attention 
paid to their request. They have also, in consequence, requested 
me to state, that being by this means provided so much to their 
satisfaction, they wish, in case any :Minister from Holland should 
l,e preparing tu come here to serve their Church, he may ue stopp'd, 
as they have no occasion fur any other. I have &c. 

(Signed) GEO. YONGE. 

[Copy.] 

Lrtt,·r from l\ln .• ro11N r1mrnu: to Sm GEOHGE YoNGK 

CAPE OF Goon HoPE, 3181 Octr. lXOO. 

Sm,-1 do myself the honor of transmitting to your :Excellency 
<'opy of a Letter I lun·e thiA morning received from the <loyern­
rnent Oencrnl of India, hy which your Excellency will perceive 
the Hcsolutions formed l1y the Hight Honourable the Governor 
Ucneral of supplying thiR Colony exclusively in future with Indian 
prtl(luc·e. I shall therefore he happy to receive any Commands on 
the 1rnhject which you may ,Judge ntcessary. I have &c. 

(Higned) ,lollN Pn1Nc;u;, 

Agent to the Hon'hle E. I. Company. 
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lUupy.] 

Proclamation by Sm GEOJWE Yo:--m:, BARONET, ,f·c. 

\Vhereas it appears from the Reports delivered in hy the 
Collector of the tythes on Corn, &c., &c. that the quantity of 
\Vheat brought into Cape Town has fallen infinitely Short of what 
it has been at this Season in any of the preceding Years; autl as 
there is every reason to be certain, that the product of the last 
Years harvest was a good one; conse<1uently the quantity of 
\Vheat still in the hands of the Farmers must be considerable, and 
only kept back from Market on account of the highness of the 
price and the hopes of its still rising : I do therefore hereby order 
& Command, and it is hereby ordered & Commantled,-

That the Farmers shall on or before the last of the ensuing 
month of Xovember, bring up to market in Cape Town, whatever 
quantity of Wheat they may still have in hand, reserving to them­
selves for the Consumption of their :Families provision of three 
months from that period. 

Secomlly-It is hereby strictly prohibitetl & forhidden to any 
person or persons whatsoever, resi<ling in Cape Town or in the 
environs, between the Roo<le Bloem and Salt Hiver, to purchase 
or lay up in Store any \Vheat, as the whole of that necessary 
article of life must pass into the hands of the Puhlic Baker,;, or 
into that of Government, and any person or persons who shall act 
contrary to the Law containe<l in these two Articles shall npon 
Comietion thereof, before the 1iroper 1\1agistrate, forfeit a ~nm of 
five hundred Rixdollars, hesi<les tho Confiscation of tho \Vheat, 
One third of which fine is for the benefit of the informer. 

Auel l do hereby further declare arnl make known Lo all whom 
it may concern, that should it appear, that notwithstanding the 
Onler contained in these presents, tlu, farmers should continue 
still fraudulently to withhol<l their Wheat from market, that a 
commission shall he furthwith Rent into the Country for the 
purpose of enc1uiring into the cause of tho ~carcity and detecting 
those who may ha\'e occasioned it, all(l any person or persons who 
,;hall he fournl to haYe acto<l contrary to these my positive Orders 
& Commands shall upon Conviction hesicles the confismtion of 
the Wheat so found, pay a penalty of One Thousand Hix.dollars. 
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It is not intended that the regulations contained in the above 
Artides of this Proclamation ;,)10111<1 affect those Farmers resi<ling 
on the otL<ir si1lo of tho Hottentots Holland ~fountains, or beyon<l. 
tho limits uf the Itoo<le Zall(l or Four & Twenty Ilivers. 

Girnu mHler my Ha]}([ & Seal at tho Castle of Goo<l. Hope this 
3bt <l.ay uf OctoLer 1800. 

(~igned) GEO. Yoxm:. 

[ Origiual.J 

Letta fro1n Sm (h:onr.E Yoxm; to the RIGHT IIoxounAnLE 
HE.'RY Du.·rus. 

CAPE TOWN, .Yon mlJ, r 10th 1800. 

8rn,-This ,rill be presented to you hy a ~fr. Woody, a Gentle­
man destined for the :Medical Staff in India, but whose health 
proved ·uch, on his ani ml bore, that he was unable to pursue the 
Voyage, aml obliged to retum home. J luring his stay here, some 
conYor:-ation ou tho Subject of tho Small l>ox led to a discussion 
lJetween some of tlio J>rineipal Inhabitants all<] Him, on the 
s11li.1oct of the Cow Pox, \\ith which he is well ac<1uainted, and 
which he explaiuod to tl10m-n11d that I!, was possible to be In­
oculated for this disonler which would be a prei-errntive against 
tho Sn1all Pox. 

The ~mall Po.· is the greatest Scourge this Colony has to dread, 
haYiug hceu accidentally iutroduco<l horn about thirty years ago, 
when moro than half the I nhaLitants of this Town fell Yictims to 
it; and sorno alarms haYing !icon lately given ahout it, I h;tYe 
been earnestly applied to, by many of the J>rincipal Inhabitants, 
for my approbation of the Cow Pox licirw introdueed here, for 
the purpose of liloculation, the dread of the small Pox l1ei11g 80 

great, that the Jutroduction of the ~mall Pox wuultl be im­
possible for this purp<>-0, besides that, it ap1,ears from the ac­
counts gi \ cu of it, that the Cow l'ox thus Inocuhtted, is not 
iufcctious. 

There occun; tu mu no obje<"lion to the measure, :w<l the anxious 
~olil'itudo of the lnh:1hit11nts, i11cli1ws me to a complyancc with the 
requc t, morn cspel'ially a. I 111Hlerstan<l the Inhabitants are 
willincr to enter into any . ubscription to dcfrny the cxpencc of 

JII. :! .\ 
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the experiment, ancl Mr. \Voocly has al~o yiel1lcd to their solicita­
tions, and consente<l to returu arnl superinten<l it, being well 
conversant ,l"ith it; But in a matter of this magnitude l have 
thought it ad viseable to suhmit it to Government, thinking it first 
necessary that a proper investigation should be made to see whether, 
what is thus atlvanced concerning the Cow l'ox, is well fournletl, or 
can be supporte<l by experiments sufficiently to make it worth • of 
the trouble & expence of entleavouring to sen<l it out for an Ex­
)_Jeriment here. 

Having never heanl anything of it myself in England but in a 
very vague way I can say nothing of it myself further than that 
I understand in the Dairy Counties, and more especially in 
Glocestershire, the Cow l>ox is a disease, arising from whateYer 
Cause, which occasions Ulcers in the Dugs or Teats of the Cows, 
which infect the Dairy Servants, who are employed in Milking, if 
their Hands, or Arms, where the Skin is broke, or chopp'd, just 
happen to receive the Pus, which Issues from these Uleern, from 
whence they receive an Infection whieh occasions a disorder i;imilar 
to the small Pox, and which once taken, is a preservatirn against 
that fatal <lisorder. 

How far this is true, or nut, I cannot say, lmt I understand 
some Treatises have been written upon it by a Dr. Jenner 
Dr. Woodville and others, and some extensirn experiments have 
been made of it in the Small Pox Hospitals in London, which is 
all I know of the matter, I must therefore leave it entir •ly to the 
wisuom of Government to determine, whether this maller, does or 
docs not, deserve any serious cornii<leration, having at present 
nothing to determine my J U<lgement, arnl dei;iriug only lo be 
unuerstood as complying with the earnest solicitations of the 
l>rincipal Inhabitants of this place who are full of anxiety on 
the subject, aml have urged me so strongly upon it, that I thought 
1 could not refuse their re<1uest lo lay it before Government. 

I have &c. 

(Signc<l) GEO. Yo~rm. 
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CAPE 'fowN, Novr. 12th 1 00 . 

.'rn,-I ha\'C received your LPtter of the :31st Tlto. enelosing a. 
Ll'ttcr transmitted to yon as Agt•nt for the East India Company in 
this Colony, by Order of the Governor (~eneral & Council at 
.Fort William, arnl acquainting you with the resolution taken 
r<•latirn to tho supply of East ln<lhn l'ommo<l.ities to this Colony, 
and the manner in which such supplies arc in future to Le cou­
ducte<L 

Arnl in auswer to your request to know what I may judgu 
necessary to Lu done, in cousc<1u •11cP, on the Subject, I am of 
opinion, that tho Indents, rec1uirud in tho_ said Hesolution should 
c·onstantly he made out in tbu manner therein seL forth, But no 
Indents are to lie m:ule out, nor ought any SUJ:.>plies to Le applied 
for, in the way proprn;ed, without 1n-oviously making known to 
Uovernment here the nece:ssity for such supplies, and the nature 
of the supplies require<! for the u ·e of the Colony, nor without 
rccei, iug Licence from Government, or the representation so made 
of such nete:ssity to prepare such Indents aud apply for such supJ:.>lies 

and no .·uch Irnlcnb are to b • tra11smitlecl without being aceom­
pa11ic<l "ith Duplicates uf such Application, an<l. also of tho 
Licenrc granted fur making out such Indents accordingly; an<l. all 
sndt .A pplicaliuus are tu he made a suflil'ient length of time pre­
vious to 1mch In<l.cnts bein(.( made out and with a su1Iicient 
explanation of the necessity arnl e.·lent of the supply so required, 
that not only UoYernment may Le e11al>lC(l to ,Judge of the prc,­
priety of it, hut also that an early information may be sent to the 
. cwral l'resiclcncic • in India, l,y which they may be the l>etter 
pn•pare<l to furnish such supplies when so recp1irecl as aforesaid. 

I am &c. 

(Signed) GEO. YONGE. 
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[Original.] 

Lttt1r from , m Gi:onGE Yo~m; to the HIGIIT IIo:-:oUH.\BLE 

lIE); It¥ 1JUXIJA8. 

CAPJ: Tov,N, };on. 15171 1800. 

8m,-I luwe the Honor to send you the enclosed Copies arnl 
Extract11 of a letter acldrcsf; •d from the Governor Gen •ral & 
Council at Fort William to Mr. l'riuglc as Agent lo the East 
India Company here, & Mr. Pringle's letter to me tmmm1itting to 
me a Copy of the said letter-an<l my arn,wer to him, relati,e to 
the Supply of India Prod~ice to this Colony from In1lia J,y the 
Ea t India Company. 

I do not exactly know the 11ature of tl1e Representations which 
haYe produced these nesolutions of the nornrnor U •neral & 
Council, lmt the Hegulations proposeu appear to me Lo be proper 
enough arnl they shall lJe strictly ou~erved. 

At the ~ame time this Incident leads me to eonsicler the l-,ul1jcct 
in a more externled point of Yiew, antl as It strik •s me in a J,i~ht 
of great Importance, I think it my I>uty to submit my l-,entirnents 
upon it, which having done it will be left to the \\'istlom of 
Government to deride upon it. 

As far as I can Jutlge of the , ul1jPcl, after c, ·amining it to the 
Bottom as well as I am alile I do not see that this Colony stand: 
much in need of East Irnlia l'ro<luce, arnl it appears to me, that 
what it docs starnl in nec<l of, shoulcl rather be fumi, he<l from 
Great Britain than from India. This may seem a , ery l'in·uitous 
mode of Supply, But I eannot help thinking it much better the 
Mother Country that it should be so, arnl l think that \\itlt proper 
encouragement from Home of Dnrn l1acks, or other pmper Jn­
dulgences, on the Exportation from (heat Britain of such <:oo·l., 
The incon\'cnience of snd1 cireuitous 8upply would not be grrnter 
than this 'olony may well l1car, arnl indeed <:rcat Britain has in 
IU,elf Manufactures of Linens <'. Cottor1s i;o nearly re emhling 
Irnlia (lootls as to answ •r almost l'Ve1-y Purpose \\]1il'11 they 110w 

answer, arnl hy the mean· suggt• Led tlll'y rnicrht I sh01ild think be 
suppliml at a price reasmrnhll' enough not to ue eornplaim•d of. 
Antl I think British l\lnslirn,, ('ottons, Yl'lvets, Linens, l\: Wool­
lens, woulcl soon l1el'Ollll' as 11alurnl , l'OII\ t•nient hc·n• a East 
lrnlia l'rrnlun• which l think i~ at pr· l'llt lookt•cl to lu·rc, us 1111l<'h 
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from 0lu Habit e connexions with India as from any thing Else, 
or if not, It certainly appears to me desireahle gradually to 
reeoneile the InhalJitants to the use of the one rather than the 
other which I conceirn encouragement and an abundant Supply on 
the one Hau1l, c p •rhaps Duties on tho other, would no doubt 
•flecL in tirno, especially if in some articles It should happen, 

which l think likely, this Colony should be able to 1 roduce 
within It elf some of the Articles now supplied from India, In 
wLich caso 1 am clearly of Opinion this Colony would not stand in 
neod of any :Supply from India at all, with the .Aid of wha~ it 
may recuirn if properly encouraged, from Great Britain. 

There is onu thing v,hich I own I cannot understand the l'ol~cy 
of, & it seems to me likewise to militate both against the Interest 
of the Colony & of Great Britain. At the same time that the 
Produce of the 'olony pays the Tythe, or a Duty e11ual to the 
tenth of the Value to Uovernmeut, & all Goods imported pay wu 
p Cent Duty (except British Goods which come free) yett East 
lrnlia Produce pays only 5 p Cent. I cannot lem·n upon what this 
is founded, but suroly it is inconsistent with the !<'ears of an illicit 
Tmffick to give the importation of Indian Produce so much 
:t<h antage, I should JJrupose therefore ro 1!\1t rhi<i on the same 
l<'uoting, as all other Goods except Hrit1sll, <.'l this will tend to 
d1eck any sort of illicit Practices which the East India Company 
may think they have reason to fear, & this ,1eems to me to bu 
another Jteason, \\ hy l t is 1lesireahle to knit & tye this Colony to 
the Muther Country as much as possihlo, & to make it look no 
more to the East, which it has really nu need of, or at least would 
havo none, if nreat Britain did hut make ltegulations to encourage 
an amplo & rogular upply from home of the seYeral Commodities 
which nrny 1,o required. This is far from hei11g the Case at 
pre ·ent, e the waut of a n•gular communication is a Yery great 
Inconvenience. Au Encrease of Inhabitants & of 'ultirntiun will 
also produce an eucr0ase of demand on <lreat Ilritain for ,\rticles 
of all ~orts, and open a )1arket for British )lanufactnres ,Yhi.ch 
will lie continually inl'reasing. 

The lndulgunco alreacly shewn as I hear, t,110' not oflicially, to 
( 'ap' \Vines all(l Brandies will he a , ery great encouragement & is 
a ,er) salutary & \\i-;e measure; similar measures aclopted to 
en1·om,tge the Hupply from l lome of the se,eral Articles hern 
·u"gestcd, & of Eat India l'ruducL•, al ·o \\ill ha,e the best efl'e<:t. 
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And I repeat it again, this Colony looking then to flreat Britain 
instea(l of India, will not want East India l'rocluc:e. To say the 
Truth, It has very litlle neecl of it now, & will baYe less & lm,s. 
This Subject branches out into many hnportant considerations 
into which I am natnrally lc<l. The situation of the Cape makes 
it the Gilmrltar of this Part of the World, ancl it is so acknow­
ledged hy France, Ilollancl, America, & hy the East Irnlia Com­
pany, by the unanimous concurrent Voice of all these It is 
admitted & confcssecl, that an Active Power possessed of the Cape 
will command all communication hetween the :Eastern & \V es tern 
World, for they cannot avoid coming in the reach of Cruizers 
properly stationed from hence, either going or coming. l'oliticaUy 
speaking therefore this is a l'oiut of great Importance. • In a 
commercial Point of View, & as a l\farket for British Cornmoditi1•s 
Its value is rising every Hour, & cannot he calculated. In hoth 
l'oints of View, It clesencs the most serious Attention of Govern­
ment, & that measures should lie taken to give the liest cffoct to 
all that it is capalJle of, what those measures shoul<l he, It is not 
fit for me to pretend to cletermiue. That must rest with the 
"Wisdom of Government. Hut generaUy speaking it appears that 
some relaxation of Duties on .Articles ,rhether British or }'oreign 
if exporte<l from Great Britain hither ,roul(l he Yery adrnntageous 
not only to this Colony lmt to the Mother Country, and if at the 
same time the same wise encouragement to the proper Import of 
articles the I>rocluce of this Colony as has 1,ecn already given to 
'\Vines & Brandies were exielHle<l. to stH'h other .Articles w, this 
Colony may from time to time ham to Import, of its own l'rrnluce 
of which the mo~t pleasing assurance hm; been given hy what has 
been alrea<ly (lone, there is every reason to hope for such an 
encrease of Power & '\V calth to ( heat Jlritain arnl of Happiness to 
this Colony as cannot fail amply to rcwar<l. the measures of 
Government & answer every '\\'ish. 

I hope I shall he excused truul,ling you with these OhRen·a­
tions arising out of the 8uhjeet of the lettl'rs alllHle(l to, & of the 
actual State of the Colony, which I l1eg leave to submit ae­
conlingly. I luwe &c. 

(Signed) UEo. YoM:E. 
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L, /11'1' J,.1),11 :-;rn GEOR(rn Yoxcm fo tlu HrwrT Hoxoun.\BLE 
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CAl'E 'l'owN, Sovr. 15th 1800. 

Sm,-Though l ham ,nole fully & I hope satisfactorily on the 
Subject of :,our letter of the ~1st of May last, by my .Aid de Camp 
Captu. Tiu.:ker who ailed from hence about three weeks ago, yet 
lui,ing now another Opporluuity, liy the Apollo from Bengal 
bound to Engla)l(l, I embrace it to state to you briefly what strikes 
me most forcibly on the Contents of that, letter. 

It may be lli,i<led into distinct, Points. 
Improper inlerforence on the due .Authority of II. n. II. tbe 

J)uke of York as Commarnler in Chief, and Disrespect to him. 
U nne12essary Ex pence incurred by me here. 
DeYiation from the Plan laid down and appro,•ed m my 

J>retlecessors time. 
Heflections on the Conduct of my Pr..~decessor. 
Disrespect to the Commander of the :Forces here. 
On every One of these Points the more I consider them, the 

more I am at a Loss to guess what they mean even unauthorized 
arnl unofficial as yon ~a~· the Hepresentatiuns are, yet I conceive 
they can ham no FomHlation for ,rhieh I will l>riefly stato my 
lteasons reserring tu anulher Opportunity euteriug more n,t large 
into the Sul1ject. 

First the only ;.1ilitary :Measure which from my l1rrirnl to this 
Hour, I have been concerne<l, was one soon after my AniYal, 
whieh can hardly he callc<l a measure, & still less <lescrvcs in the 
least I >egrco tho Character gi \ en it, since it was no more than 
snuding homo the mmal Military Heturns, with the Vacancies 
Hi11cc the last Helurns, which was simply accompanied hy the 

ames of the Oflicern next iu succeHsion, In Case II. H. JI. shoul<l 
apprme of the HUCl'eflsious going in the Hegiments. Nothing 
conl<l partake ]ess of the 'hara<'ter of interfering than this, nor 
1ess of au Inclination, Intention, or \Vish, to interfere, nor coul<l 
any thing partake less of any want of attention since it was 
perfectly n, mechanical & ollicial l<'onn :,ubmitting the whole to 
II. R Highness. 

111 the next place I did not even thiuk of sending those 

 

 



3GO Records of the Cupe Culuny. 

Returns, till called upon by the Ad,it. General, aml Ilriga; CTen. 
}'raser, then acling as Lt. Govr. in the absence of Maj. (lenl. 
Dundas. These brought me the Hetums, & infurme<l me it was 
usual so to do & to name the Officers lo he submitted to IL R IL 
There were only two Cases out of lhe succession one a Ron of 
B. Gen. Fraser's to a Yacant Coruelcy which I sulJmittecl to 
H. R. II. at the General's repeated & earnest request. The other 
a Captn. Ltcy. for my Aid de Camp submitted in like manner, 
the succession being then under circumstances which I concefre<l 
made it not improper, & which were explained for His R IL 
approbation. 

If there is anything of Error in all this, If there is anything 
inattentive in all this, I can only say, that It was far from my 
Intention & that I have at least erred & been inattentirn with the 
whole Garrison, & with tlie I>rincipal Offtcers in it, who all 
applied to me & urged me to do it, in Justice to the Officers & 
according to the usual Practice as they represented it to me. 

The next thing is unnecessary Rxpences incurred. 
On this I can assert the expenccs were not incurred by me, 

They were become not only necessary but unavoidahle 1,y others, 
and were a Lerracy left me, whieh on my arrirnl I found myself 
olJliged in the most urgent degree to <lischarge to prevent the 
further encrease of them, they were the re:mlt of five y •ars ruinous 
neglect & inattention & not of my Creation. 

The next thing is deviation from the Plan of AdrniniRt ration 
approYed of hy Govcmment. To whidt my Answer is 'I'hal I 
have done no such Thing. Immediately on my arrival I <lirccte<l 
my Instructions to he registcrc<l, & onlcre<l a strict rHlhcrence to 
the Plan already lai<l down, which I have reason to think has hccn 
adhered to, since on the receipt of your letter, I have called on the 
several Officern, who haYo asirnre<l me, & all the accounts & 
documents of the several Ofliccs will shew that ther<1 has not 
heen the least deviation whateYcr & that my Instructions ha,·c 
been strictly complied with. 

The next of Hcflection 011 my Pre<IPcc,;sor, If hy that is meant 
anything more than what l have already ~tate<l, iL is an Idea 
so unfit to he cntcrtainc<l that I trust iL cannot he b •lieved for a 
moment or nec<l any <lenial from me. 

The last is Disrespeet shewn to the Commander of the Forces 
here. 
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On this Point I h:wc had occasion to trouhle you already much 
more than I could have wished, But, if this relates to any 
Circumstance of the Heturus above stated, I shall only say That 
in this, as in every thing I have paid him the Utmost attention 
in rny Power & that before the Heturns were sent, I wrote to him 
by E,prr~-~ to inform him they were going, & to stn,te to him the 
Vacant:ies & succes;;ious proposed, I wished to know his Senti­
ments upon them, to which in his Answer, the General not only 
ma1le no objection, hut assured me of his Desire to concur with 
what was propose1l. Not content with this, I sent again to desire 
to receive his final Commands, & offered to detain the Dispatches 
as long as he pleased, & it was not till I received his final answer 
stating he had nothing more to send, & desiring the Packet might 
not be detained any longer, that I suffered it to depart. In this 
therefore I concefre there was no want of Attention, nor has there 
been on any occasion whatever. 

I have gone through the several Points contained in your letter, 
as far as it is possible upon conjecture, & upon unofficial and 
unauthorised. Information. I have endeavoured to omit nothing. 
There is only one Point more upon which whether meant to be 
allmled to a;; a measur deserving to be qualified with the Epithet 
of disrespectfull or Inattention to II. R II. or to the Commander 
of the Forces here or not I cannot tell, Hut I wish not to pass it 
by I mean to allude to the e tal>lishment of the Barrack office & 
the recommendation of the Persons to be employed in it-upon 
this l'oint I ha Ye first to say that I conceive the Banack office to 
fall within the Civil Department of the \Var Office, & this I cannot 
lie much mistaken in, ,;inee it was established. first by me, when I 
wa~ at the Head of that Office, & when I think there was no 
Commander in Chief, , • Jet at the same time that it was established 
I suhmittecl it to the approbation both of II. R. JI. & of the 
Secretary of \V nr, & also to the Barrack Master General in 
]~ngland, & with regard to the Commander of the :Forces here 
Both the tility of the measure & the execution of the Duty hy 
the Person recommended to be at the Head of the Office, has 
constantly met with his entire, uniform, & public approbation & 
c, ery Act done sinec th' estahlislnncnt has heen done under his 
sole Orders & direction without any Interference of mine or any 
Interruption from me. 

I uelievc l mu ·t now h:ive gone through every Jloint on which 
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your letter of the ~1st M:ay can possilily l>e suppose(l lo turn arnl 
I have done it briefly, because till I have more formal Explanation 
I cannot enter more fully on the Subject, & I haYe also (lo11e it as 
lJriefiy as possible, Because I confess what I feel on the Suhjcct, 
is more than I could wish to tlwell upon longer than was ncressary, 
& I rather leave it lo you to imagine it, than attempt lo express 
it myself. I have &c. 

(Signed) 

[Copy.] 

1'1'oclumotiu,i oy .'m (h:01tGE Yo:-;GE, BAI:O~ET, <l"l'. 

\Vhereas it is hecome a matter highly expedient, not only fur 
the Supply of His Majesty's Troops in Carrison here, lmt like­
wise for the squadron on the Station, and for every Irnlhi(lual 
residing in Cape Town and its Em-irons, that a Sufficient <1uanlity 
of Wheat should annually he laid up in Store, to guanl against 
the danger arising from the failure of a Hancst, a circumstanrn 
which experience proves in this untertain Ulimate is by no means 
unlikely to be the case; I do therefore feel it a duly iurumhent 
on me to adopt such timely measures as appear most effectual, 
to avert so dire a Calamity "·hich would at once imuhe this 
now flourishing Colony in total ruin, arnl consequently to order 
and Command that the following Hules arnl Hegulatiurni with 
respect to Wheat and Flour may he stridly attended to all(l 
oueyecl. 

:First. It is my positive Order that all \Vhcat, which artonling 
to annual Umitom, Urn ]!'armers bring up to ( ~ap • Town, :,;hall l>e 
imme(liately delivere(l over into the Care of Commissioners, that 
will he appointed hy Oovernment, to l>e hy them deprn,iie(l in 
the l\fagazine prepare<l lo receive the same, or deli vere<l to the 
Bakers, as the case may re<Jnire; from the sai(l Uomrnissiunms 
the ~Farmer is to receive the iunn •diale payment fur his Loa<l 
of ·wheat, consisting of len Muids, at the rat' of Fody-lln·<·e 
ltixdollars, out of which Sum he is to pay the usual Tithe to 
Government of throe Hixdollars. 

Setarnlly. All privileged Bakern, l>oth in Cape Tmrn arnl 
f:iimons Town, as well as those of the Arm arnl N,l\ y, arc 
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lwrehy positirely forlii!ltlen to purchase any "'heat or Flour 
from any farmer or ally other person "hosoever, but they shall 
reeei ve from the before mentione<l Commissioners the quantity 
they may re1p1ire for the Consumption of their respective 
Urn;tomer:;, takillg care uol to deman<l a larger proportion than 
"·hat is absolutely u 'Ces~ary, for whieh \Vheat so delivered to 
them, they i,hall pay at the rate of Forty-five Hixdollars and a 
half tho Ten :\Iuirh Arnl all the Inhal1itants of Cape Town, 
arnl its Em iron/-\, ail<l tho~e re:::i<liug near the Salt and Liesheek 
Hin:r/-\, aiul so on to , imons Town, iucluding the Districts of 
ltornlelioseh, \VynLerg, :-;tcenl1crg, :-;1angekop, &c., &c., are like­
,\·i;;e herel1J strictly prohiLited from purchasing any Wheat or 
flour from any other person or persons except the aforesaid 
Comrni~sioners, or to receive it in any other manner at their 
place (payincr at the same rate as the Jlakers) from whom they 
shall receiYe tlte <1uantity necessary for the consumption of their 
families and :-;hnes, of both of which they are lo give in a correct 
List to the Commissioners, and any Baker or private Individual 
that shall Le proved to have acted in any wise contrary to the 
Rules and Hegulations contained in this Article shall be fined 
the Sum of Five Hun<4'e<l Hixdollars hesides the confiscation of 
\Vhatever Wheat or Flour they may have purchased or laid up 
iu Store, one third of ,rhieh fine is for the benefit of the informer. 

Third] . .All such Inhahilants residing beyond the Limits 
already prescriLe<l, who either from a failure of their own Crop, 
or on account of their not growing any \Vheat themsehes, are 
oliliged to purchase the Same •lsewhere, must previously lJe pro­
' i1led "ith a Certificate from the Land1lrost of their District, or 
hi ease of their residing too far from the J)rostdy to procure the 
sai<l Certificate, then arnl in that, case, it must be signed by t\\o 
]<'ield Cornets, in which it shall lie staled how many their J<'amily 
and Rlaves consist of, all(l the quantity necessary for their con­
smnption till the l larvesl following, without whic.:h Certificate, 
so . ignrd, it :-hall not li' lawful for any person or persons whoso­
ever cith •r to liny or st•ll auy \\'heat or flour, under the Penalty 
upon l'om·i •lion of Fi, e J hmdred llixdollars, lioth to the Luyer 
aml lhe Reller one thin! of "hieh, as usual, is for the benefit of 
the l nfonner. 

Fourthly. 1n order that a SnJlicient provi ion of \Vheat may 
lie in Rtore again~t the lieginniu" of next Yuar, I do hereby 
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order and Command, that the respective Com l~armcrs shall 
hring up to (;ape Town, as cxpe<litiuusly as possihle, whatev •r 
Store of olu Corn they may still lrn,·e in hand, or Ru('h new Com 
of this Y car's Harvest as may 1,e rea<ly thrcshe<l, taking ~pt•<·ial 
care that before the 1st of .April 1801 at least the half of \\'hat 
·wheat they may have reaped this Jfarvest shall ham l,cen 
hrought up to Cape Town, and Such Corn :Farmers, after haYing 
sold, a!ITceahle to the Hcgulations contained in the precc<liug 
.Article, to those in the Country, who may starnl in ncc<l of orn, 
the quantity they require, arc hcrchy ordered to Lriug up to 'ape 
Town the remaining Stock they may then have in ham!, re:--erYing 
to themselves the quantity necessary for their own consumption, 
until the month of ,January following, and what is re1p1isite for 
Rec<l against the Sowing Seai-;on-arnl if it shall lie fournl liy the 
Commission, that will he sent into the Country next .\pril that 
any Former shnll have acted contrary to the Uegulatimis con­
tained in this Article he or they shall besides haYing their ('urn 

Confiscated, pay a fine upon Conviction of J<'irn Jlumlre<l Hi.-­
dollars. 

:Fifthly. I do likewise hereby positively forliid any Corn, flour 
or Biscuit from being e.·porte<l \\ithout the special permis~iou of 
Government, in like manner is it al. o forlJi<lden for any pernon 
or per'ons re. iding in Cape Town or in the Country, to fce<l their 
Horses or any other Cattle with \-Vh •at, flour, Hrea<l or Jfow11it, 
unless the Sarne Rhall have lJecn allowml lJy the ~ame 'om­

rni11sioners, to he purchaRecl as <lamagell, under the peualty upon 
conviction of Two Ilurnlre<l Hix<lollars, one thinl of which line is 
for the Benefit of the Informer. 

ixthly. The respective Bakers ar, hereliy <lirec!cll c\" •ry 
Satunlay to give in to the Fi eal in writing, an exat·t , 'tatt>ment 
upon Oath if required of the quantity of Bread, Flour or Bi <·uit, 
they hase sold or made U!se of during tho week, arnl the ~:till 
Bakers are positively forhi<l<len to sell to any I nhaliitant \\ hat­
eYer, any \-Vheat or any other Flour, e:cept fine Flour a1Hl of that 
not more than ten pournls, without special pormis,;ion lo that effect. 

Lastly. It shall not Le lawful for any Wheat lo be sol1I in the 
respective Country Districts during tho Year 180 I at a high,\r 
rate than J<'orty Hix dollars the ten 11 uid~, u1Hler the pL•nally of 
One llurnlre<l Hixdollar to be le, ie<l both upou the V e11<ler and 
the purdia ·er. 
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Those Ilegulations being ordained and Settle(l upon mature con­
sideration, having no olher ohjeet in , iew except the general 
goo(l, whid1 all Hanks and Conditions must experience from 
them; I do by these presents strictly enjoin the due obedience 
and observance of them, and all Magistrates or any other person 
or persons, to whom they may relate, are herehy called upon to 
maintain the same, and to see that lhe Laws contained are neither 
liroken or infringed upon, all(l that, should any person or persons 
lie fournl hanly and daring enough to transgress ag,1inst, lbe same, 
that they may meet the punishment due to lheir Offence. 

GiYen urnler my Hand & Seal Casile of Uoml Hope this 4th 
<lay of December 1800. 

GEO. YOXGE. 

[Original.] 

Erlr//cf from a L!'/lr't jr01n YrcE Amnn.1.L CuRTIS to 
EvA:-. NEPEAN, Es\i1m. 

Lanca~ta, TABLE BAY, 11th Decemb, r, 1800. 

The .1!11n11li111r('. Storcship, not hein" able (owing to the now 
prerniling S.E. Will(ls) to folch this place, anchored in St. Helena 
lby, tsitualecl ahout :lO Leagues farther :N"orthwanl, on the 10th 
Tornmbcr, li:l\ ing then been 170 days from Englancl. Owin" to 

alhcrsc ·winds an(l keeping company with the Ships boun<l lo 
India, her track was far too near the Coast, of Africa, and con~e­
queutly met with much Calm weather. She stoppetl for a few 
days at tho blarnl of St. Helena for Water, and also obtained there 
a small (prnutit,y of Provi-·ions, but notwithstanding this supply 
Hhe had nothing on hoanl when Hhe gut into t. Helena Bay but a 
frw <lays allowance of Pease and Oatmeal, arnl very little \Yater. 
Tlw moment I was informed of her being 1.here I hired a small 
\'('sscl (ha, ing nothing mHler my 1\uthority to perform the 
~en·ic-e) am! f'-l'nt by her an ample supply of ProYisions and 
\Valer, arnl also a Pilot to conclnct, her hither, where , he arrirnd 
on the :rnlh of ~'O\embcr, and is now unloading with all pU'sible 
despatch. 

(Con("erning r •pai1 11 •eclcd by the .Adamant.) 
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Proclamation by Sm C:EoRr.E YoKr.E, HAHO~ET, le. 

Whereas I have ju<lgecl it expe<lient for the public safety to 
ortler and <lirect, liy my I>roelamation of lhe 4lh December, that a 
fluantity of ·wheat amonnting to 40,000 ~fui<1s shall uc uought up 
hy Government, and kept in Store for the supply of His Majesty's 
Troops, the 8(1ua<lron on the Station, and lhe luhahitants of this 
Colony, an<l as the Season is now at harnl in whid1 the Farmers 
accortling to Custom uring up their Wheat to ~farket in Cape Town: 
It is my positiYe Orders an<l Comman<b, that the following Hule,; 
and Itegulations in addition to those contained in my Proclamation 
before allucle<l to, shall ue strietly atte1Hled to & observed. 

Virst. All License<l Bakers resi<1ing in the Cape an<l Simons 
Town, are hereby onlerc<l to proYi<le thcmsehes immediately with 
the r1uantity of 'Wheat they may rcc1uire fur tho Consumption of 
their rPspeetive Customer:;; for the next six ~Iouths ; which ·wheat 
they will reeeive upon proper i,pplieation from tho Rtorekeeper of 
the Corn Magazines, paying for tho same at tho rate of IMs. 4::i -4 
the ten Muids. 

Secondly. The Inhabitants to whom the purchasin0; of Wheat in 
any other manner except out of the Uo\'erumcnt, l\Iagazines is 
prohibited and forbicl<len, are likewise hereby calle<l uiion au<l 
commandecl to give in to lhe ueforo meutiuued Storekeeper before 
the expiration of next month, a corrccL list of their family arnl the 
number of their Slaves; and at the same lime they are to pnn icle 
themselves with the <pumtity of \Vhcat necessary for their con­
sumption for the ensuing six Months, paying for the Harne upon 
cleli very at the Ramo rate as the Bak 'l'S ; and any person or 
persons who shall l>c founu lo have di,mbeye<l the Order.; mHl 
Hegulations contained in these two articles, Hhall upon conviction 
pay a fine of 500 Uixdollars one third of which shall uc for the 
uenefit of the Informer. 

Thirdly. The :Farrners arc hercl>y orclere<l to ouey such \lireciiuus 
as they shall reccirn upon their arrival in Cape Town, respecting 
the delivery of their wheat ; for which purpose a proper per::-on 
will atten<l regularly at the llarrier, in on.lcr that as Roon as they 
shall have paid the <luty (lue to ( :overnment, they may he i11f'orn1ed 
wh<•rc their Wheat is lo lie <lepo,-ited, and likuwi:se whL'I\! tl1<•y an• 
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to receini payment for tho ~ame; arnl shoulcl any person or 
persons ad contrary to tho onl~rs contained in this Article, he or 
thoy shall forfeit upon Con\'iction whatever quantity of Wheat 
they may haYe then to diRpose of. 

Fourthly. Such Inhabitants in the Vicinity of Cape Town, who 
<lo not buy brea<l from the Bakers, must pteviously make oath, 
that the ·wheat which they may receive out of the Government 
}fagazines is intendml for the consumption of their family and 
slaves, and for no other use or purpose whatever ; and in order 
that the greatest regularity may be observed in the care and 
mauagemcnt of the Government Corn Magazines, I have thought 
proper to constitute and appoint ,John Hooke Greene Esqr. and 
0. }f. Bergh Escir. to be Inspectors, and Abraham Fleck E~<1r. to 
l1c Treasurer all<l Storekeeper of the same; and all such Ilules and 
HegnlationR as they may judge necessary to estahlish for the safety 
of tho Grain Ull<lcr their care, or for the receipt and subse<1uent 
issuin.~ of the same, all persons in any wise concerned therein are 
hereby comnuuulcd to attewl to and obey. 

Be it further known, that no Grain will be receiYcd into, or any 
Orain issued from the Government Corn Magazines on Sundays, 
as on that day they are positively commanded to he kept shut. 

Given urnlcr my Han arnl Seal at the Castle of Good Hope this 
2~ud day of I>ceemller 1800. 

(Signed) GEO. YONGE. 

[Uopy.] 

R.1ports of C'o/onial Prod11cc iloriny the ymr 1800: 
Hd~. Sk. St. 

From 1 ,January to :n March 1800 4ii,:i:30 1 0 
.Frum 1 April lo 30 ,June 1800 12,77G G 0 

" " 
,, ,, from Bimons 

Town 1,3-!3 4 0 
From 1 ,July to 30 Scptemher 1800 G,045 4 0 

,, " " 
from 

" ~i111011s Town !375 0 0 
From 1 Octol>er to :n December 1800 5,:JG7 0 0 

71,03G 7 0 

,J 011N JI001rn (: 1n:1•:X1•:, l'ollcdor. 
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Ll'llcr Jrorn Sm GEollr.E YoNm: to thr. HIGIIT IIoxounAilLE 
}!J.;:::;RY Du~DAB. 

CAPE TowN, Jany. 5 1801. 

Srn,-I have to acknowledge the Receipt of your Duplicate of 
the 28th July No. 10, the original not being yett come to Hanel. 

On the Subject of the rucle uncultivated State of the Caffres, 
Hottentots, l~oschiesmen, ancl other ·wild Tribes, on the Confines 
of the Colony, what you are pleased to ohserve Is perfectly ap­
plicable to them in the State they were in before the late troubles, 
and as long as they Continue to remain in that State the Policy of 
regarding them as Im1epen<l.ent Tribes, Is very ,Tust, but I have 
the Satisfaction to acquaint you, that the measures necessarily 
taken during those trouules, the Powerfull Interference of Govern­
ment on that occasion, the unavoidable Communication with the , 
Natives, and the Measures since punmed haYe Produced very 
Considerable Effects on the Civilization of those People, and have 
brought them very much under a Dependance on, and Connection 
with, Government, so that, so far from rejecting or being now 
averse to any proposals for their Civilization, or the Protection of 
Government, and the Adminislration of .T ustice, or their heing 
amenable to the Laws of the Colony, as formerly, they now look 
up to Government for their J>rotection, and to the A<lministratiou 
of ,Ju tice, as their hest Security. 

]formerly, under a weak oppressive Clovernment, (the reverse of 
the Present) the Boors, tho' of Dutch Extraelion, and hohling 
Improvi<lent Grants from the I>nt<'h of ImmenHe Trads of 
Country, yett become almost llldepen<1ent arn1 full as Savage as 
the Natives, regtm1ed beiHg amenable to .Justice as a Crievance 
while their Cruelty to the Hottentots arnl Boschiesmen, arnl their 
Depreclations on the Bordering C'afl'res, proc1ncrnl thoRe f;cenes of 
Bloocl & devastation which have lately pervtt<le(l those Parts of 
the Colony a)l(l in the End E!fecte(l those llostilitieH, in which 
they joyned themselves, which aimed at the sul,rersion of the 
whole. 

The Stale of Things ls now much altenl and I am happy to Ray, 
for the helter. The Evils all harn Hnfferc<l from the mu! ual 
Destruction of each other, arn1 the :Firm unshal,en ('oll(lud 11!' 
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Government have made room for other Ideas. The Doors have 
learnt that they cannot exercise their cruel Barbarities over the 
Hottentots with Impunity, and even (though that they have learnt 
with much Heluctance) in the advantage to themselves, and this 
has been and Still Is, the most ditncult Task of Government, to 
gett the better of the Regret & Malice with which they View the 
firm I)rotoction girnu to the Hottentots in their Kmals, in Tracts 
of Land, ·which they had driven them from, and to teach the Boors, 
tlmt those poor Creatures will thus become of more use even to 
themsehes, than they ever could be in the wretched State to 
which they were reduced and especially, in the State of Despair 
to which they ·were driven, and the Spirit of Revenge which in 
ConR0<1uence animated them. Unremitting aud Firm endeavours 
have howernr effecte<l much. The .Doors are becoming less Savage 
l\fasters, un<ler the Eye of Gornrnment, and the poor Hottentots 
are returning to their masters under the Protection of Govern­
ment, an<l by a Strict administration of Justice, more usefull 
Servants, & more peaceable. The J!'ugitirns of all Sorts which the 
trouLles had drirnn from their Habitations are almost all now 
returned, and resuming the Cultivation of their Lands, and all 
look up to Government for Justice and Protection. In such a 
Change in the State of 'Things, to withdraw that Protection to 
Cease to admini ·tor ,Justice, and to leave all those People to 
become again ·v{anderiug Tribes, scarce acknowledging any 
Oovomment at all, would, 1 conceirn, be the \Veakest and most 
J )angerous Policy in the \V orld, arnl as a Proof how different they 
are uecomo from what they were, on a very recent menace of an 
Invasion from the Caffrcs belonging to C1uyka at the Instigation 
of some fngitiYe Uehels who hacl lied into his Country, all the 
Boors and IlottcuLots in tho districts of Zuurveld, Sneeuwberg 
and Hruintjcs lloogte assemlJbl in arms under their respective 
Comm:uulauts, according to the Ol<l Regulations, ready Lo dcfell(l 
(:ovcrnmeut against the Inrn<lers. I cannot think IL would lie 
wise to kti these become wall(lcring Tribes :l'.!;ain. 

The only Tribe which remains yett u11civilizetl & Savage arc the 
lloscltiesrnen. They . till Continue their I>epretl:ttions alt(l the 
lloor:-i Continue to <le:-iroy them. llut (1overnmcnt has lately 
taken ~Ieasur •s for tho ( 'i vilizaLion even of these, and The lloors 
themselves have hcen prernile<l on to try Lo assi't in bringing 
tl1em Lo arnical1lc Terms. Sltonl<l these c•fforts lie snccessfoll all 

II[. 
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will be at Peace under the Sanction of (fovernment to which all 
those now look up to Settle all their Differences, and as soon as 
some Compensation Is made to some Innocent Sufferers which is 
orderd, I trust that at the same time that some Guilty are pun­
ished, the rest will all become more ('i vifoie<l, and begin to feel 
the Benefits of a more onlerly State of Things. It was with this 
View, and In the Hope that this would be Issue of the l\leasures 
which were Intended to be taken, that I took an :Early Opp01·­
tunity of Snlnnitting the Idea of Instituting a more reguLtr 
Administration of Justice, an ILlea which I own I adopted very 
early, lincause It appeare<l to me from the very first, that, what­
ever other Circumstances might occasion the late Troubles, one 
Great Cause of them ,rns, That neither the Government, such as it 
was, nor the Governed, such as they were, had any Notion of 
,Justice whatever, arnl I have accordingly acted upon that firm and 
rooted opinion in my min11, That Justice Is the only true hond of 
Society ; and the best l'reventi ve of as "·ell as remedy against 
Confusion and Disorder, and I am happy in the Jirst plaee to say, 
That this is now no longer to be despaire<l of, and in the next 
I>lace, to find my Idea so far Sanctioned hy Uo\'ermnenL as relates 
to the Measure which I corn.:ci\C to he the Comer Stone of the 
Building namely The Annual Circuit to lie ma<le hy two )1eml,ers 
of the Court of J usticc, from whieh I hope 1 h<> happiest Effeds. 
The Fiscal Himself has o!fore<l Lo Le one of the First to go on this 
Service, aml He is now occupied in preparing a Plan for the 
Government, and Hcgulation, of snch a ( 'omrnission. 

\Vith regard Lo the Caffres, They 110 J >onhL will Continue as 
\Vandering Tribes, and not eYen <lepernl<•11L on the Colony. The 
utmost that can be for the prcse11t Expedu<l ls that they will lie 
I'eaceable Neighbours. 

The Chief on the Other Side of the ltiver wlii<·h is our Bonll(lary 
does not yett shew any J >isposition to Peace, that can be at all 
depended upon. But some other ('hid's, on that Ri<le of the Hivcr, 
and Espeeially one of the Name of Laug:t Hee ms well <lisprnwd, an<! 
has already heen usefull in keepi11g the other in Cheek, and I Rhall 
endeavour to Improve that l >is]'oRition. The other Chi!'!' on tl1is 
Ride the Hiver, ,~hrn:;e Name ls ('011go, has li:t<l a t'onfl'n•n<·e "·ith 
the Comrni::1sioncrs ancl has Rhewn the most Friendly I>isposilion 
as a Proof of whid1, Ile has lately Protected and sent (1111d<•r an 
Escort) a poor Fnglish Sailor that was Cast :nrny rn1 thl' ( 'oa. t of 
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his Territory, in Safety to Fort Frederick, receiving, and main­
taining, him, with much Hospitality, the whole Way. This Chief 
has, at the same time another motive for this conduct, expecting a 
hostile attack from the other Caffre Chief, but this dispute we 
shall not meddle with, except to settle the Business amicably 
between them if possible, for any Hostilities may draw on dis­
agreeable Consequences. 

There is no Doubt but the Idea of the Firmness and Power of 
Government, arnl at the same time Its ,Justice and Moderation 
have lwen the Chief means of effecting the present Tranquillity, 
and above all the :First of these, nor was It "·ithout great anxiety 
that I waited for that Great Security to the whole, the long ex­
pected Reinforcement to this Garrison not that I eYer doubted 
that your ·wisdom would, as It always has done, see the real 
necessity of an Imposing Military :Force, as essential to the en­
suring due Respect and Fidelity to Government as well as for 
many other Reasons, but all Delay, how unavoidable soever pro­
duces anxiety on all Matters so Important as this Is, and you will 
easily believe the Satisfaction which the arrival of the two 
Regiments gave. It is only to be lamented that such a fatal 
Sickness Seized them during their Voyage, that they are dimin­
i 'hod almost one half, am the Remainder, tho' recovered suffi­
ciently to do Duty, yett not in such a State of ~ervice as could 
he wished, so that our lkinforcement Is not, in reality, such as 
was hoped for, and Int 'nde(l by Clovemment. Too much Care 
cannot he taken in equipping and sending out Troops to foreign 
Stations on loug Voyages, no Saving can repay the Loss of so many 
Lirns. • 

I need :uld nothing to what 1 wrol,e in my "last LcUcr concerning 
Mr. Vermaak 1 haYC 1.herefor0 011ly to express my Hcgret, at a 
( 'irrurnstance which has happened, (relati Ye to one of the , t,tte 
Prisoners latdy ( 'ornlemne<l here for hi;;h Treason) without my 
kuowle<l.~e. Being ~enteneed to Bauii,lnnent, orders were given 
for sernliug 1 [im on Boar(l a Ship going to Botany Bay. It so 
happene(l the ( 'aptain couU not l,ake Him, upon which the Fiscals 
oflleer was or<lenl to se)l(l him the ne. ·t opportunity that offeril. 
The omcer not aware that lt made any difference, sen!, him, 
withont further order:i, on Board a Ship going to England, nor (lid 
the l◄'iseal know 1 t, till some time after. I have sent to St. 
Jfol<'na to ~top Him ln Case tlw Ship should wait thorn for 
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Convoy, but I much doubt It will be too late. I have therefore 
only to say, That the mans name fa Edemann, That he had been a 
Schoolmaster, and one of the most actirn and dangerous Incen­
diaries during the late Troubles, and I am much concern'd at thus 
making you such a Present. If you think fitt to send Hirn to 
Botany Bay from England as he comes under Sentence of Banish­
ment, I see no objection to his being so disposed of, or in any \Vay 
that may be thought proper, provided He never returns here, and I 
have only to remark, that his Case is different from YermaakR, 
since he has been tryd a.ml Sentenced here, to Banishment for Life, 
after having been Publickly WhippeJ. and Declarecl Infamous, by 
the Court of Justice. 

I come now to the Disagreeable Topick which Indeed I coul<l 
wish not to renew, having discussd It Sufficiently already but I 
mu. t express my Concern at finding you think me to blame; my 
constant wish being to have the Satisfaction of your Opinion In 
every thing I do; and If I now add any thing to what I ha Ye 
already said, It is from my desire of ultimately suceeeding in that 
wish, and Carrying Conviction to your mind, as strongly as It 
prevails in mine. J<'or this Purpose, fortunately, I need only 
advert to the very expressions in your Letter, which at once 
convey, all that I ever wishd, or meant to Convey, all that I can 
desire, to sett myself, I hope, right with you; but eertain to Vimli­
cate all I have said. 

It is then admitted that the Publiek Bnihliugs required an 
ordinary annual repair whieh would have kept lhem at least in a 
Serviceable SLale more than which Government <lid not wish 
during the War. May 1 entreat you to look lmck to my Letters, 
and you will find this to he rny very Language. I have said It 
repeatedly. It is the Truth, aud Had this been attended to, J fad 
this Mode of Proceeding been followed, I should have had no 
Reason to lament the Legaey that was left me of diseharging a 
Debt I had not contracted, or 1)efmying an Expence l ha<l not 
Incurrtl. But I will appeal to every Servant of Govemrnent 
hore, OiYil or Military whether this was the Casl'. 1'\o mueh other­
wise that, as I have before 8tated, without waiting for the Suc­
ceeding Governor, the Servants of <:o\'emmcnt here were driven 
from the neeessity of Lhe Case, before I arrived, to make Estimates 
and preparations for doing, what the same necessity, and their 
umnimrrns Voice compellll me, upon the full<'sl Coll\ietiou lo do, 
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upon my anival and all the Indulgence I have ever desired has 
been to have Credit, first, for Its l>eing an Expence not Incurrd 
l>y me, am!. next for Its being an Expence to which I was driven 
l>y the most urgent necessity. Gon knows I have reap'd neither 
l'leasurc nor l'rofit from It, at least the only Pleasure I had, has 
been in doing my Duty. 1\fy l'rofit has been Vexation and anxiety, 
and m)' Reward has been Blame for Speaking the Truth, and I "·ill 
e\en Yenturc to call upon my Predecessor himself to bear ·witness 
to the ruinous ~tate of all the Publick Buildings. ~fay I do more? 
::\fay l call on you to say, "hether you yourself hall not recei, 11 
tlie.fullest Information that such was the pressing nature of the 
Case that this expence must come to be defrayd by whoever suc­
ceeded to this Government, on his arrirnl. If Indeed The Thing 
would ,rnit till then, and I have only, I will not say to Complain, 
hut lament, that In such a Rituation I was suffr~rd to depart 
without Instructions whether to give wny to this pressing Call or 
not. l believe Government Is not aware of the :N"ature of all 
Buildings here, both Publick and Private. The Manner of Building, 
ihe ~foierials, and the Effects of the Climate, make Constant Repairs 
unirnrsally neces ary, nor Is there an lll(li,idual, that does not 
eitber Plaister, Paint, or ·whitewash his House, almost every Year. 
The Publick BuiMings were deliverd to the English in the most 
perfect, orcler and Hepair, and were del'larecl io be the Puhlick 
l'ledge mortgaged for the Security of the l'ublick l'.iper, then 
Current, to the :Maf<s of which <Jeneral Craig addc<l a :Fifth, 
Gornrnmcnt having the use of those ]luilclings, and keeping tham 
iu Hepair. Hacl this measure been followed, a Tenth l'art of the 
expence would not have been Incurre<l. \Vhy It was not, and 
,Yhy Ii was left in the Uuuclition I found It, I wish not to ern1u:ire. 
I most sincerely wi!sh It hacl not l>cen so. I wish It for the Sake 
of Cinvcrnmeut a well as my own, for I am sorry to say, Thai, to 
the Cheat ])i grace of Government th' Condition of the l\1blick 
Buildings was become a Proverbial Term of Hcproaeh, so that 
where Yer any Building was seen in a State of l hsgr;tccfnll lhrin, 
the Hemark was, It must belong to the English l,overnmcut. It 
lu<l gra\' 'r 'onse,pwncc , which I do not ,1ish to dwell uvon, 
Hutt it is fitt I shoulcl 1my, That the InhahitantR could nni well 
<'ncrea~e in their attachment lo a GovernmPnt which, at'cording to 
their lck:u\ ~hew'tl such Indiffcrent'e aR to make It Jlouhtfnll if 
they .·ett any Yalue on the Conquest thl'Y had made, or had any 
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wish to retain It, nor, I am sorry to say, for I must again speak 
the Truth, was any Conduct, or Langnacre hel<l, which might tend 
to Correct such l<leas. From this Heproach, :From every Idea of 
the Sort, my Conduct, my Language, an<l my Measures, ham 
rescued Government for ever, and no one Measure more than the 
Repairs of the Publick Buildings, so long wanted, but almost 
Despaired of. I am happy to think that Government will I hope 
reap no bad Effects from It, I must submitt to take all the Blame 
as my Recompense. 

With regaru to what you are Pleased to observe relative to my 
exercise of the Power vested in me by my Commission and the 
Instructions I have received, as well as the General Regulations 
applicable to all Governments abroad, after thanking you which I 
do sincerely for explaining to me the Ideas of Government on 
these J>oints as well as for acquainting me of the Constant uRage 
of referring to the Chief Engineer & transmitting their Heport to 
Government on all Bnil<lings Er<leled or making any extensive 
alterations in the Publick \Yorks, I 1,eg leave to assure you I 
shall not fail to Ob'lene Carefully your Instructions on this Head, 
at present I know of no such \V orks 1Jeing at all in Contemplation 
nor any "\Vorks at all other than the Hepairs of PuLlick Buildings 
already so fully <liscusse<l, nor <lo I know of any Issues of Puhlick 
Money haYing been ma<le out of the Colonial Hevenue, hut for that 
Purpose and so It will appear hy the ·warrants sent home for 
monies Issued out of the Colonial Henmue. 

\Vith reganl to the a<l vance made to l\rig:ulier General Fraser 
for tho Time He actecl as Lt. Clovcrnor, I beg Leave to assure you, 
That I did not Conceive this to <lepen<l on my Favor, or Good Will, 
or even on his Personal Merits, I never di<l think of acting on any 
such Principle, even if I had the Power, but It waR sta.ted to me 
and I confess I did Conceive him to lie strictly entitled to It in 
his Situation, and all I di<l was to r' :-;train & limit the extent of 
the C'laim strictly to the Time he o111eiate<l, & suffer It to c.·tend 
no further. 

\Vith rcgarcl to the Ofliee of rrnler Rlwrdary of State, It is tho 
first Time I ever hear<l of Its being aholishcd. I was told on my 
arrival It ba<l l>Pen hcl<l by two l'er:-ons, and was, I think then 
held by one, who wishecl to resign It. I have since enquir •<l of 
the Secretary of the C'olouy who utterly Denys It ever having 
been understood in any other Light than It· being Vacant. It is 
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in his Department, and the Yacancy woul<l. have been filled up by 
Him h:Hl any Per·on occurred to him, and had not CiYility in<l.uce<l. 
Him lo leave It to be Jilled hy the Succeeding Governor, and so 
reported It to me. 

I have since que tiune<l. Him again an<l. ask'd "hether, if there 
wa no order, there was not at least some Yerbal Intimation, or 
minute, or other Thing, left l,y LorJ Macartney, by which It was 
unJerstoo<l. the office was abolished, anJ I am most positi rnly 
aR:mred, there never was any such thing. On the Contrary, the 
:::-iecretary Concei\'Cs Ile might himself haYe filled up the office, 
If he haJ not preferrd laking the Uovernors Hecommcndalion. 
It is Impossible fur me to add a Single Hemark upon this 
8ul,ject. 

I next come to my Project of the Formation of a Botanical 
Garden, and after admiring the Industry and Ingenuity with 
which these ~fatters ha,e all been represented to Go,ernment and 
the friendly manner in which they have been Communicated, I 
suppose by way of Encouragement to me in the administration of 
a very ar<l.uous Government, I will beg Leave to ask if Govern­
ment ls really persuaded, That a Botanical Garden at the Cape, Is 
really a Project of mine? If Hecourse Is but had to the Oldest 
writers and Travels, It wih be found, that as far back as the year 
Hi\1,3 there was the finest Botanical <1 arden in the \Yorld here, 
and the Catalogue of l'lants in the Garden, as l'ublishd in that 
year, containe<l a,; valuable a l'olleetion as ever was made. It is 
therefore no mmlcrn l'roject. It is very true, that ever Rincc the 
Corn1ucst of the l'lace hy the Engfoih, This, which \\'as very much 
on the Dedine, has go11e to Huin and JJecay, like everything Else, 
and, 1t is equally true, That my Wish has been to restore It in 
Rouw degree, to make It of some use, and in Particular to make It 
afford a Valuahle ad<lition in time lo His Majesty's Uardcn at 
Kew. With this Yiew I did apply before my departure to the 
( 'onrt of Directors of the E. I. Company for their Countenance and 
a. sislance from thl'ir Presidencies in India and Elsewhere, and 
they, with a Liberality of Sentiment, and a Love of ~<.:ience, ,d1ich 
1loe,i them Honor, Rent such General ( 'ircular Onlern to all their 
~et tlement:-1, as have l'rodneed me very ( 'onsi1lerable Assistance 
Indeed, and I "·ill a1ld, That I ab,o 1mlnnide<l to JI is l\faje&y 
through the Secretary at \Yar, l' •rmission to Continue my Supcrin­
lendauce of the •Bot,rnic,11 ll:mlen al ~!. Yinceuls, in order to 
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direct a mutual Supply lo each Ganleu ,rhich His 1\faje1,ty wa~ 
plea ed to approve of. 

Ha,ing thus stnte<l which I am glad to do, the whole extent of 
this J>roject of mine I come now to the Impropriety Impute<l to 
me Inconsistent with the HesponsibiliLy of my Situation, of 
creating, by means of this l'rojecL, ( exactly as in the Case of 
the "Cnder Secretary) new Ci\'il Ofiices, and of emhnrkiug in 
enterprizes, by this means, of cousi<lerable expense, in the Shape 
of new \Vorks and new Establishments. To all this I hnse only 
to answer, That I learnt from Lord Macartney ancl I found, on my 
arrirnl, that there was an Old Establishment for the Botanical 
Garden of 500 RD. p annum payable by the Civil Paymaster. 
To this E:;tablishment I have not addecl either a Single Person or 
a Shilling expence to the l'ublick. 1 found also, in the Ganlen, a 
Hot House, one half of It fallen do,rn, and the Comluits which 
waterd that Part of the Garden, choketl & fallen in. I have 
repaired the Conduits, com·ertiug the two Conduits and about :.rn 
small Reservoirs, which were supplied hy them, into one Conduit 
and two neservoir~. The fallen Hut hou~e I June not rebuilt. It 
is true that, l,esides the Estahlishecl Salary of ,"i00 RD. I have 
added to the Gardeners I brought out, about 800 lt.D. p anm out 
of rny own Pocket, which I nerer ha<l any lclea of charging the 
J>uhlick with, and I Promise you I shall never a~l Lea,e tu do It, 
and I feel equally resolved, not lo make a ~ingle Hemark uu this 
SulJject. 

As to accounts, I cannot Conceive why they have not been 
received. Every \V nrranL, cwry al'count, e\'ery Paper, and 
Document that •ver was sent, I have heen carcfull to onler 
to be prepared, and transmit led, and to them I I.mm also ap­
pealed. 

I am glad the Proclamation of the :int l◄'eliruary is approved 
of by His Majesty, But, I own I should ha,e felt more Satisfied 
if even this approbation lm<l not licen c·onpled with a Sort of 
cli~lant Insinuation that I was Incautiously laying new Taxes ou 
the Colony. I know of none ,vhich the Terms of the Capitulation 
do not warrant. I know of none hut wlwt Partake rather of the 
Nature of Hegnlations, than of Impo. itio111s. l know of none 
that the Colony complains of, on the Contrary, Ii is "ith l'ride 
that I can assert, That the Cenernl Voice of the Colony (·ontraclicls 
the Idea, aurl were I weak euuuJh tu be dispo 'cd to l,e Vaiu, [ 
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should bo tompied almost to Indulge the Pleasing Reflexion, ihat 
whatever my Conduct may appear to be Elsewhere the Colonists 
whom I govern Declare That more Good Has been done to the 
Colony, in. this Year than had been done for SL'\'.. years before. 
That they regard me rather as their Father, than their Governor, 
and Hutt Lhey shall over remember with Gratitude my being sent 
hero, with many other such expressions, which I should betray too 
much Yanity to Repeat furLher, But which I shall ever remember, 
and feel as an ample Reward for any Labours of mine, and as the 
most honorable Testimony in favor of OllE', who "·as a Stranger to 
them, as they were Strangers to me, and as the Result of their 
]<'eelings, rather than any personal J>arliality. Certainly I hope at 
least this will rescue me from any Idea of Incautiously oppressing 
the Colony with Injudicious Taxes & Impositions, and much less, 
as having the Effect supposed, on the Industry and Minds of the 
People. For the rest, a Yery mean opinion indeed must be enter­
tained of my Ideas of Finance which I trust are as Sound as those 
of any other, from my long Habit of studying them, If I can be 
supposed to be so weak, as to overcharge the Country with new 
Taxes to such a Degree, as to aITect the Produce of the existing 
ones, a Degree of Folly, which I hope I want no advice to warn 
me against, as I think I shall hardly be guilty of, without any 
Publick necessity at all, and such a Thing as necessity Itself, I 
think, would even urge in Vain. This Country Is, happily very 
little Burthend with Taxes. Long may It remai:n so l It will be 
my Duty and shall be my Care, that it may remain so. But yett 
the IleYenues may be much Improved uy Hegulations without any 
Great J3urlhens laid on Lhc reople, and surely If Lhcy can be 
l>rought nearly to defray the Civil and Military Expences of 
Governrn011t, (which, by the '\Vay, the Terms of Capitulation 
expressly Stipulate) It will be a desircable Thing to case Govern­
ment at home, heavy as the Pul>lick Expenses are there, as well as 
the Pul>lick Taxes. 

I ;;hall he very Sorry indeed, for the Sake of the Soldiery if a 
Barrack Oilice Is not admissible here. Beyond that ohject, It is 
noLliing to me. BuL iL will be unlucky indeed, should Lhe 
arrangement of It prove not consistent with His Majesty's 
Regulations on that Head, as you seem to apprehend. First, 
Because having my~elf l>een the Person who originally proposed 
those ltegulations, there was, I LhougbL, some chance of my 
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knowing what they were, next, Because happening to liaYe hronght 
those Regulations out with me They were expre. sly adopted, in 
Forms, in the arrangement of the oflice here, all(l next, Heeause 
the whole was Declare<l to he Rubordinate to the Barrack }\faster 
General in Englall<l, in addition to which, Directions were given 
for an application to he made to Him for further Instructionti, and 
to desire to he furnishe<l with whatever further new Regulations 
had been adovted at Home, and I wrote my,;elf to the , ecretary at 
\Var and to the Ranack Master General, for Copies of all the 
Existing Banack Hegulations that they might be adopted, and 
strictly observe<l here, and I also desired that li18tructions might 
from time to time he sent out from the Barrack Office at home fur 
the Guidance of this Oflice, which was made entirely subject to 
the authority of that at Home. If after all this, It shonl<l proYe 
that the arrangement Is not Conforrnal>le to the Hcgulatiorn; on 
that Head at Home, I hurnl,ly hope It will not appear to hani 
been my ·wish or Incli•1ation that It shoultl be so, nor rnv Fault 
if It is not so. To all which 1 beg LeaYe to rul<i, That fr~m the 
Moment of Its Estahfoilnnent, I had nothing more to do with It. 
Both in the manner of the Equipment arnl Rupply of It, the 
Banack Office Rules, & General Dundas order~, han1 C:overn'<l 
every thing. Conceiving it to he clmiely cmrnecte<l with the 
Military Servic:e, He assumed the llirection of the whole, and has 
alone directed all 1.hat ltas been <lone, :u1<l the Barrack Mastl'r 
applys and Is governed hy hi~ <mien, alone. I now know 110 rn1n·L• 
what is clone, than you clo. The Barrack l\Iasler ( hmcrally Iii forms 
me of the orders he re<'eivc,;, lmt 1.hat is all. ThoP.e onh·r~ lw 
obeys, arnl those alone, :tll(l I nrnh•rs(all(I C:cneral lln11das i,; very 
well satisfied with Him, & that He 1lop,; the Duty well. 

This topick however leads me to the subje<'t of th· exp •1wes of 
the army in General. They are \·cry great, and l'IH-rea,ii11g. I 
have no Controll over them, no Power, no Kn<mfod~l' of thl'm 
previous to their licing Incurre1l, without whi1•h all check I,; in 
Vain. Besides whieh, the nencral cornrnandi ng the Troops, 
expects what Ile adopts for the Military S ·n i1•e to be <lmtL', 1Ie 
heiug the proper ,J U1lge, as he certainly fo. 1 am not to ail\ itil' 
Covernment, whose wisdom can 1,cst dirl'r.t what i bl' l, But If l 
might submitt my Idea,;, I Rhoulll think, that It would rnit lie 
amiss, If the Same ltnle might he ol,~ern•d, as at l lonw, 1ianwly 
That the Commander of the Forecs drnw unt n Skele:h of the 
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:Military Force, That then an Estimate he formed of the Extra­
ordinary Expenc •::; prouahly to arise from such a State of the 
Army, the ordinary Pav, arnl other fixed charge,;, lieing of course 
known at home. ,\rnl then that the:lc ~tatcmcnts being giYen in 
to the Oovernor ,;ho11lll be sent home for approhation, arnl to 
gornrn the Ensuing Year, The Hnm total not to be exceede<l, 
,rithout Hpecial Cause a,;signed of urgent pressing necessity, and 
so explained at the Time. This is what occurs to me, But the 
wisdom of UO\ ernment J s hcst able to .T rnlgc, and to tlireet, what 
is best to be done. I can only say that at present I c:mnot gett any 
suflicient account of the 1\lilitary Expcnccs even after they are 
Incuned, l" lwse licen trying in , ain, mer :-;iucc my a1Tival to gctt 
from the Commissary General arnl other otlicers, some sort of 
account of the Expenses of the Cafl're '\Var, and Fort Frederick, 
but I cannot suceeed. ,\11 I know Is That the Expences arc very 
heayy and not yett all Pai1l, Lut being all of a l\Iilitary nature I 
suppose the al'counts go Home, either from the Paymasters or 
Comrnissarys Office: Those accounts never come to me. 

The Expenses of Fort Frederick have been very Comii<lerahle 
and the Expcnccs of Yidualling the Garrison ImproYi<lcntly 
expensiYc the whole Supply havin.!:.{ been furnished, either from 
hence, or hy an ExpetrBiYC ,Tourney of ~00 miles from Graaffe 
11cinctt. This lnconveniL•ncc I haw ell(leavouru to remedy, partly 
hy scrnling some of the, Supplys by ~ca In which Hcnice the 
V cssell hire<l hy Uovcrnment has been Yery u~cfnll, hasing 
been three Times to Algoa llay in the Com~e of lite year, with 
}'lour, Military Stores all(l ncc:essarics, arnl lJringing back, Timber 
&c., arnl I hope to make still greater Use of this ~fade of 
Conveyance. l shall also h • Particularly attentive to the Object 
you have reeommcrnled, llf liri nging hy this means Timber and 
:Fuel to the ( 'ape. This < lbjc<!L has indceil° alrca1ly occupied my 
atlc11lion, arnl I am ,cry liappy to pereein• my !(leas Sanetioncd 
liy yours. But for thi Pmpoi:;e I h:\\ c fuun1l It ne!'c~sary to Rcttlc 
some m•w Hegulations for the l\lauagemcnt <>f the "\Vornllands at 
Algo,~ Bay, and p]~ewhere and lill(ling that uwlcr the Old 
( lo, 1•rnnwut certain l\•nnancnL ( 'om mis><aries were appointc1l, 
nrnler li. cd lkgnlat ions, to Hnperinlcml all the '\\romls of the 
Colony, I Propose to appoint ~Ir. Somerville to lie 'ommissary of 
the '\Voocllan<ls at Algoa Bay arnl all the other '\Yoodlands in tho 
j)j trict of Graaffc Hdnctt , am! two other· for the Districts of 
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8wcllendam :mu 8tel1enbosch, under these Regulations, I hop<' to 
lie able to accomplish the Object you recommend of 1rnppl_rin1; 
Cape Town with Fuel, and Timber, at reasonable Hates, under the 
Single Hestriction of Its lJeing sold subject to the Y ernlue Duty, 
which I hope will be au Improvement to the novemw, without 
any Inconvenience. 

J3ut, Sir, the \YiRe Measure you have adopte1l in Rending out 
1fr. Duckitt, will enahle me to relieve the Expenses of the 
Garrison at ]!'ort FrCllerick with Infinitely more Effect than conl<l 
otherwise possibly h:we heen <lone, For I Ifave arnile1l myself of 
It, and settled with ~fr. Duckitt to send down Mr. Eyles, one of 
his Principal Men, to Algoa Bay, there to occupy a Convenient, 
Tract of Land near :Fort Frederick and thereby raising Cattle, 
Corn, and every other .Agrirultural Produce, within a few iiiles of 
the :Fort, Instead of the Expensive, Precarious, arnl Circuitous, 
Mode of Supply hitherto Practised, a I>raetiee which at, first 
I wondered at, but found any attempt at anything of the 8ort 
here Suggested even if thought of by the Garrison hail been 
expressly Forbidclen, For what Reason I know not. I hope 
myself the best Effects from the Measures, nor do I 1lespair of 
Obtaining by this means, in time, something more than a 
Supply of Fuel from Algoa Bay. 

But Sir, this is not, the only, nor the best Effect hy a great 
Deal of the Wisdom of the Measure of ~ending out l\Ir. lluekilt, 
and I now think It my <luty to euler into the l>et:til of an 
occurrence In which the opportune arrival of Mr. Jlucl-itt has 
vroved of Infinite ad rnntage to Government. 

The army hacl been for some time hack supplyeil with meat hy 
Contract under the Direction of the Comi sary <l(•11eral. The 
Contract which existe~l, on my arri, al, hacl e.·istecl a year arnl \\ as 
to run on to the iirsL of this Month. Towanls the 'lm,l' of the 
Year, the C'ornisi,ary, as usual, gave l'uh1iek notice to rel'eive 
l)roposnls for the ensuing year. The l'reF>ent Contractors wen• the 
only Tiiclders, and they pretenclccl they cnulcl 110 longer Furnish 
Government at the existing 1'1-ice for various n•ason~, :rncl cle­
mande<l an encrease of l'rice. The Comis. ary, not tltinkill'' this 
ma ·onable cal1e<l another Meeting, at which no lli1lders app1•am1l 
at all, an<l It then plainly appeared the ( 'ontraeton, hacl fon11Pcl a 
Comhination to bring Cowrnment to unr •asonalile Terms, 011 this 
tlw Comis ary and the Fiscal applied to me, and It wa • :rnggestcd 
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ThaL the C'omissary should PuLlish a Notice to receh-e \Vritten 
T •rnlcrs, eale(l up. This seemed rnry propor, But the Combination 
was too StrouJ, and this measure Juul no effect, so that It was feared 
Oornrnment might Le oLliged to tho enormous Expense of 6d. per lh. 
In the mean time the Durgher Senate PuLlishd the Price of 1\feat 
to tho Inhabitants at large fixed at 2½, upon this I sent for the 
Comissarv and urged Him to atimnpt to gett Government serve,l 
o.t that Price, thinkin.~ It Impos~ible but that GoYermnent mi.~ht he 
~cnccl on the Same Terms at least, as other People. But this the 
( 'omiss:iry declare<l to be I mpossi hle, That Go, emment al ways 
l'ai<l more hecauqe of the Extent and Con~e<pwnt risk, of the 
Contr.tcl. Still no offers came. The , ituation of noverument 
gr •w more an1l more Critical, a1Hl our ~\.nxiety of Course Great. 

.At this ;1foment, 1Ir. Jluckitt came up express from , imons 
To\\11, Said he hatl seen the l'ubliek notice arnl hear<l of the 
Distress of Government, That it was his Duty, arnl that he had 
promisml Gorernment when he came out, to be the Instrument of 
Supply to the army at a r •asmrnl,le rate, That the Conjuncture 
came more sud,lenly upon Him than he expeeted, Hut that It was 
such, He \\as determined to Step forward and preYent this Com­
bi11atiun, and was ready to take the Contract at the Price fi.·e,l by 
the Bnr~her ~enate for the Current Year, Demanding 0111 • to hold 
H, as the others had, for two ·earn, and that if, in tho Seeond year, 
the 1'riee of lfoat grew 'heaper, He woul<l serYe UoYcrnment 
cheaper in Proportion, and always would Contract to Sl'fle 
<1overnment on the same Terms, as should l,e fixeJ. Ly the Burgher 
Henale for the Inhabitants, re<pwsting only that the GoYernment 
I.awls eallc1l the Butchers Lands, formerly hel,l by thoRe who 
serve,l no,·ernment, miuht Le granted 1 lim aL the usual ltcnt, to 
enable Him to keep , ·tock sullieient for his Contrad. The~e 
Tenn seemed so Satisfactory that ,, ith the adYice of the Fi !'al 
I ,lir •cte<l & authori~cJ. Llw 'omi sary to agree ,, ith )Ir. Duekitt, 
an,l a contract was jone<l with Him acrnnlingly. 

Thus a mischievous and l'owerfull ('omhinntion ha. been 
broken, all<l Ouvcrnrnent aved from an En<'rl'a e of Expe11 e in 
this Bramlt of the l'uLlick ~ervicl', to the amount, I lil•liern of 
near I 00,000 JU>. nor 'an tltl're Le a 1-\tron~rcr l'roof of the 
\Vis1lu111 and happy Ellect , already, of RenJ.ing J\Ir. Duekitt out. 
Tn whi1•h I ham the l'lca ure to add, That his zeal, Hi ~kill, 
Jlis ,\1 tiYity, joi11c1l to hi l'rol,it ·, has ahe,Hly gained JJi111 a 
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General Good Character, arnl, I have reason to think,, will soon 
produce Yery Extensirn Effects Indeed. 

I shall not fail to give him all the Ruppert in my Power, that 
He can desire, and I have no Douht of his repaying, by his 
}:xertions, whatever Expense his Equipment may occasion, to 
the full extent of It, and that in moro Ways than one a Circum­
stanee which I flatter myself will give you as much Ratisfaction 
as It does me, because the Good Uonsequences will han.i their 
Origin in the \Visdom of a Measure Chiefly plann'd and 
Countenanced by you, und you will allow me to say, that this 
will Le an ad(litional Inducement to me to give It all possible 
assistance. 1Ir. Duckitt, howeYer will want more assistance of 
artifieers, Laliourers and Hands of all Sorts from home more 
especially in Proportion as He extends further his Operations, in 
which his Object will he, to secure to Government abundant arnl 
Certain Rupplys of all the Produce this fertile Land can yield. 
He is already Planning extensive Channells of 8upplying Live 
Stock to Government never attemptrnl before, while the Establish­
ment of 1Ir. Ryles at Algoa Bay, will not only relieve tho Uarrison 
there, Lut Cooperate with the Ueneral Plan, to the great advantage 
of Government. 

I think I have now gone through nearly the whole of the 
Topicks Contained in your I>ispatch. There is Lut one Point 
more ancl then I shall Conclude this tedious Dispatch. l allude 
to the Caution girnn me relative io the Exercise of the Power of 
Banishment or sending J>erRons out of the Colony, That I am l>ol<l 
to say, Uovernmcnt will never have reason to say I have exercised 
thi, l'owcr without Strong reason, I have cxercise<l It only on two 
Persorni, who l'ublickly, arnl Professionally, deny'd the Legality of 
the very Proclamation which has ha<l the Uoocl Forturn: of re­
ceiving His 11ajestys entire approbation arnl who exi. ted on 
asowe,l Disubeclience to It arnl another, a l>utelunan, who had 
1,een for some time pa ·t exl'iting a Spirit of He\'Olt again. t the 
legal l'ower of the Lanclrwt of Stelleu lioseh arnl with i-;o much 
effoct that the Sceretary was forl'c<l to go down with an Extm­
onlinary Con1isRion to Enforce Obedieme to the Laws. This 11ian 
ls sent to Holland, and I can only say, That the bare Hcmoval of 
these People to their own Country Is rather an act of Lenity titan 
otherwi, e. 

This l'ower of Hemoval ls irnleecl more necessary h(•n· ll1:111 any 
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whero, l~or hero are to be found l)eople of all Sorts, I'rinciples, 
Nations, and Colours, prone to Mischief, and always Caballing, no 
reganl to legal P1-malties alarms them, the knowledge alone of a 
Power which can putt an end to their Cabals can restrain them 
and It is therefore a J>ower essential to the very Safety of GoYern­
ment, over Natives & Subjects, as well as foreigners. It is a 
rower, which has been found necessary even at home, as to aliens, 
aml must be at all times necessary here. As to my exercise of It 
here, I could be Content to be try'd here where my acts of Power, 
if any, must be felt, whether any Evidence of my Disposition and 
Character, or any Proceedings of mine, has produced a Dread of 
the Use whi"11 may be made of It, in my Hands. I should wish 
the Coloni,-ts to be my Jury, who must he the Victims of my 
Exercise of this rower. I flatter myself their Y erdict would be, 
that I gO\ ern tbem with a Power far greater than this, with the 
J>ower their Hearts voluntarily give me, and by which I reign 
over them far more Effectually than by any Se, erity whatever, 
whilst, in the mean time, I make It fully understood, that the 
Benevolent Character of His :Majesty is my Ilule and Guide, and 
I only obey his Mild and Gracious Commands. 

I will now Conclude· with assuring you, that happy in having, 
in this Xohle l'os,-c~sio~ of the Crown, nothing external to alarm 
us here, even amiust the Hage of \Var Elsewhere, my attention 
has been coustantly called to matters of an Internal Nature, and a 
Corn,tant Call It is, every lhing here resting on my unremitting 
Vigilance and Care. ln this, I may say ham been occupied, 
Daily and hourly, ever since my arrival, not a Day passes, but I 
am thus engaged from t4even in the morning till near Two, without 
even stirring from my Desk, and If while I am Intent on Pro­
moting the \V elfare & Happiness of the People, and giving them 
reason to Bless the Hour when they came under His l\Iajestys 
graci us OoYernment, which, Thank my Goel! I have succeeded in, 
to my wish, I am unawares entangled in Forms of Office, and 
Eti(prntte, arnl Departments, \\hich I never dreamt of, I hope at 
least I shall he forgiven such venial offences anu errors of Judge­
ment. I highly approve of the Strict Vigilance of Ciornrnment 
omr the Servants of Lhe Crown espe<:ially in Distant ])ominiom. 
I thank Government for the Exercise of Its Vigilance over me. It 
is right, I may ham erfC(l, I can only say, First, That htning had 
oc('a. ion Ofl\cially to transmit the Commarnls of nornrnmenl 
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concerning Money Matters, I can have no Objection to any Sort of 
Hestrictions in that Respect. I only wi. h that Government would 
not too ea~ily listen to Suggestions of what I am supposed to haYe 
done, because that must occasion a great deal of trouble to 
Government Itself, besides what It occasions to whoever serves 
them. 

Next, That I beg again to appeal to the accounts themselves to 
shew, what Projects I have formed, what new expenses I have 
engaged in, what undertakings I have embarked in or what ex­
tensive, as well as expensive alterations I have embarked in, aml 
there I will leave the subject, all together, which It has tired me 
to dwell so long upon. 

I must, however, mention one Topick connected with the 
Regulation of the ·wine Licenses the Revenue of which I men­
tioned in my last to have encreased to the amount of 24000 R. D. 
clear. I also mentioned the occurrence ":hieh gave Ilise to It to 
have been Mr. Kembles I)eath, since that, The Case of bis ·widow 
left quite Destitute here has been so strongly represente<l to me 
by the Admiral, that I have yielded to the Petition presented on 
her Behalf, to allow her a l ension, equal to her late husbands in 
Englan<l, subject to the approval of Cornrnment and chargeable on 
the '\Vine Licence Hevenue here. If Government docs not think 
this right, the Pension will Cease. She is now on her l)as age to 
England to Submitt her Case, and I clout know a more Com­
passionate one, to Government. 

I have now other Topicks to Submitt to the Consicleration of 
Government, For though amitlst the Cares with which Govern­
ment Is surrountlcd, It may not be possible that mu<'h of Its 
attention can l>e allotted to this Distant Colony, yett coucci ving It 
as I do to he of such Value as It is, I feel J t my Duty to state 
what comes to my knowledge, leaving It to higher ,TlHlgements to 
determine what should be done. 

This Colony, In Its present State of It, Is in Its Extent equal 
to all Italy, Incln<liug all Lombardy, and Piemont, as far a!'l ~avoy, 
being ahoni ~40000 Square Miles. Not one TPnih l'ari of Ii is 
Cultivated, yctt mnt'h the crreaLer Part fa ('npaule of It. 

Government, ic;irnilar to all the East Is the great Laml Pro­
Jirietor of the whole But Ycry extensive <:rants have lie •n made of 
many Parts of It. These <1rants are <'hiefly or the SorL ealle<l 
Loau~, held from year lo year, at a trifling (~uit 11\'nl of t.i Jll'I' 
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Loan, but they are transferd & assigned by the Grantees from time 
to time occasionally & Government has generally Confirmed the 
Transfer on the Same Terms. But these Loans are all resumeable 
into the Hands of Government and subject to any Conditions & 
Uegulations which Government may think proper. These Loans 
are on an average about 4 miles square, at the Least, tho not 
square in their :Form, besides which each Grantee claims an 
Outspan or exclusive right of Common, of as much more, so that 
the whole Is about 8 Miles Square, but this tract of Loan Land Is 
very little Cultivated, and the Oittspan never, according to the 
best accounts I can gett, there are about 3500 of these Grants, and 
I am sorry to add near 40,000 R. D. now due arrears of Quit rents 
upon them. Several Individuals have more Grants than one, thus 
grasping a vast Territory. Two I>rincipal Discouragements besides 
the Want of Hands operate against all Cultivation, The one the 
I>recariousness of the Tenure, however the J>ossession may be, 
being only from year to year, The other the Law of Succession, 
which Is that on the Death of each Possessor, the whole Property 
Is sold by Auction to the best Ridder, the Land alienated, and the 
Produce divided among all the :Family. It is true, that usage has 
generally allowed the :Family Itself to he Purchasers, but the 
l'urchase Money, to be ven then paid, has not been less than 
100,000 RD. sometimes, a Cruel Tax on the Successor, and a 
Cruel Bar to all Improvemep.t & Industry, and I am Convinced 
one great Cause of the Indolence of the Possessors, & the Rlow 
l'rogress of Cultivation. llesides these Grants there are extensirn 
Tracts never Granted at all, and remaining in the Hands of 
Government, among these are the Great Karoo Plains, which are 
said to he ])esert, hut are by no means Barren, But the Chief Is 
the fine Plain near Cape T1.nrn, about 25 miles Rquare, reachiug 
from Rea to Rea au<l from the Rtellenbosch & Hottentot Hollands 
l\fouutams to the Great Hidge Routh ward of which Table Hill Is 
the Extremity northward. This fine Plain, apparently Sandy & 
Rterile, but really pos,e~sing unexample<l Fertility ls at this very 
moment, eagerly sought after, It:-; Value heing now known, and I 
am I>aily pre:-;s1l for Grants to lrnliYi1l11als who wish to Cultivate 
there. I know of no Policy agaim,t It, on the Contrary, the 
Cultivation of such a Tract so near Cape To ·n seems very desire­
able. Hut I wait for I>irnctions arnl It seems adviReal,le for 
<lo,·pmnu.mt to Con~i.!cr well 011 what Plan ~11!'h <:rant." sl1011l<l he 
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made, The Extent of each Grant, The Tenure, the Hent and Terms. 
It is not for me to Dielate ,vlmt these should he. Di/Hculties "·ill 
arise in the Execution of any Plan. Dormant Claims may l>e Rett 
up, ancient Customs may Le plea(le(l. The Matter re<1uires much 
Corn,ideration, But generally speaking If I might suhmitt my 
Sentiments, I think so near Cape Town the Grants if any should 
not be Loo extensive, besides that Cultivation makes greater 
Progress on smaller Tracts than larger. As to Tenure, It is 
difficult to say, what is best. It has occun'd to me, That a Orant 
of :n years certain renewahlo every 7 years at a (illegil>le) of one 
years Value on the average of the preceding 7, would encourage 
many tu take Crants, more especially if under these Conditions, 
the Ruccession were allowed to he hereditary, or disposeal>le Ly 
the Possessor among his family at l'lcasurc. I think many would 
relish this. Hut this is only an Idea. A Rurrny should Jirst 
prcce(le each Grant, and the Extent be limited, with al 'O an 
obligation to Cultivate. Rtill this will be a work of some llilli­
culty, as well as a Work of Time. Perhaps, ernn a Peace should 
prece,le any such l'lan, Hut Grants of Laud are, even now, so 
prcsse(l for all(l the Inhabitants are even now, (& especially since 
Mr. I>uckitt's arrival) throbbing as It were to get Larnls, that I 
have thought It expedient to throw the whole under the Eye of 
Government for Its Consideration. 

There are other ol>jects well worth Cunsi(!eration sueh as Com­
munication hy Rea with the Distant l'arts of the Colony, the 
Coasts & Bays or which are found to be more in number on each 
Sicle and more Convenient than has been supposed, and will 1n·o,·e 
a gre:tt ConYenience. To whi,·h may he ad,le<l the Fisheries, 
and the l\1ineral Ki11gdom, well worth l11vestiga(io11. llut one 
Great Object, which, though there is as yett no Ofli,·ial <'orn­
rnunication of It, I undcrslan<l has already been thought worthy 
the 1\ ltenti011 of (luvl•rnment, I mean the '\Virn•s of this Colony. 
If our I ntelligenee Is trne, The l mport J luty on Cape Wines ls 
now fixe<l at the Harne as Portugal Wines, and ('ape Brandies the 
same as \Vest' In,lin Spirits. If thi-1 lie so, othing can he Uesirnd 
more, an<l In this Hope I ham been din•rling regulations to he 
thought, of, to Secure the Credit of this l'roduce as to Its Qualit ', 
and to prevent ahuses wltirh might hring It into T>isr<'pnte. '\Ye 
now wnit only to hear of thr llH'asun' from authority & (o know 
what It i:;. If It facilitates a l\larket for this Produce It will hl' 
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of Oreat a1lrnntage to the Colony, allll prove of great Benefit also 
to the Mother Countr,v, as I am indee1l Convinced this Colony 
will in time prove, in many other Hespects, If It ultimately 
remains in the Harnls of the Crown, as I most earnestly hope, and 
trrn,t, It will fur ever. 

These Matters I have submitted thus to Govemment thinking 
them worth Consideration, and you may be assured that, in every 
thing which appears to me for the advantage of His l\fa,icsty, and 
the (food of this Colony, whose W clfare and Happiness, 1 think It, 
my l)uty to Promote, nothing shall escape my Vigilance and Care. 

I haYe &c. 

0 EO. YONGE. 

[ Original. J 
Ldltr J,·om Sm OEOmm Yo~cn.; to the Hrr.11T Hn.·ouHABU: 

lh::mv ])u,·nAS. 

Sl'crrf. 
CA!'P. TOWN, Jany. tl, 1801. 

I hail the Honor in my ])ispatehes hy Capt. Tucker to mention 
my haYi11g 1h•tairn•1I a l'c1"011 of the name or l'redigcr, preternling 
to go as a 111•ntral l'ass(•ngl'r tu Batavia. 

l ha,c since fum11I It l'X}IP1lient to Rcizc His Paper,c;, arnl 
Ultinrntdy to sernl him to Englarnl, to he dispose,[ of. as 
<lo,·<•n111wni Rhall think 11rop\'I'. I h:ne also thought it proper 
to R<•rnl all the l'apPrs, hoth p1ivate allll other Corresp01HIL•11<·c, of 
wl 1i1·h Rome Is in ( 'yplwr, as tho one Part throws Light un tlH! 

n·><t, and I p111·lrn,l' an ,\hstr:ll't of the ~11hsta11cc of the lufonna­
tio11 ol1taitH'd <·0111•1•ming him, :11111 of what, the Ldll'rs and other 
l'apl•rs a11110111H'<', most of whi1·h \l'l'l'\' fo1111d ( 'ouc<•a]pi[ with 
gn•at ( 'an•, in l'arts of tlu•ir l\aggage 1101 likPly to he Sl'l'll, 
to whil'h ahstmr.t and to thl· l'ap<•rs thl'llll:H!hl'S 1 IH'g Le:ne tu 
rcfrr. I ha\'c &c. 

(The E11dos11rcs, excepting a loug ll'tter iu eypl.Jer, are nut now 
to be found J 
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[Original.] 

Letta /rum Mtt. WILLIA,! ])tJCKITT to WILLIMt 

lIUSKlSSON, EsQltl,. 

GAnDEN IIoutiE, Snioiss 'l'owN, 
CAPE OF Goon liOl'E, Jcinttary 6th 1801. 

Srn,-By permission of His Excellency the Goveruor I enclose 
a list of such Articles which I consider will Necessarily be wanting 
in the Agricultural 1 )epartment by the time they can lie procured, 
and arrive at this Settlement. 

And I shall Esteem it a Particular favor you wou'd hnse the 
Goodness to forward them by the first Opportunity. 

Rince I wrote last I hnse seen ahout forty 1\Iilcs of Country 
Each way from Cape Town, arnl I have great r>lca urc to assure 
you the Quality of the Roil far exceeds my Expectation, from the 
Accovnt I hmml of the Colony in England, I did not expect to firnl 
any Jit for Cultirntion within the Di,-tance of Two or three IIurnlre(l 
Miles of the Town, But to my agreeal>le Surprise I have already 
seen not more than One Days ,J oumey immenRe Tracts of lanu, 
Capahle of Producing every N" ecessary Article, and wherever I 
have seen any Attempt to ('ultirnte however imperfectly Exe­
cuteJ., the Crops had a good AJJpearance, In some ~ituations the 
South East winos are Certainly very injurious, and where thus 
exposed the Crops require to he 'utt early. Wheat and Barley is 
the Principle Crain I ha,e seen Cultivated, But from the Appear­
ance of the Soil I shall try all other Uraiu on a small sci/le hy way 
of Experiment to ascertain what may he done without, greav 
risque. 

By permission of His Excellency I shall take l'ossession of a 
Uovernment place known hy the 1mrne of Clapmutz on the tir:st 
Day of March Next, when tho present l'osL Holder quits, its 
Distance from Cape Town is Computed about ~;; l\1il •s, from the 
l>aarl 8, and from Stellenbosch G, And it is Capable of very C:reaL 
Improvement having a goo(l Soil for Cira:s, and Corn, and to a 
Consitleraule Extent, and iL is well \Vatere1l, Nature has hitherto 
done every thing, roliuing tho Soil is the General l'rnctiee, when 
one piece of laml is impoverished, another is 1,rokon up, :Manuring 
the Land is corn,idcrn(l too Expensive, arnl 1onse1p1ently little .\t­
tention is pai,l to Accumulate thl' mo ·t K, ,., .wiry Arti ·le, ( >no great 
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1\Tisforlune is that lhe OoYernmcnL lancls have been lelt anmrn11y 
whidt is the ( :r,iate~L l'hec·k to Improvement possible, But l 
really ha,·e reason to say the People arc much more Anxious tG 

improve than I expected, and Several have Acknowledged they do 
not want WillingneRs only Instruction, Every Person that haYc 
seen my Ploughs "\\r ork Acknowledge that 4 Oxen is Suilieient in 
the Ploughing Season, at the time rain commences, the Common 
cu~lom now is to use 10, 1~, and 14, all that haxe seen them ham 
re1p1ested a Supply, alHl whieh I Certainly shall have great Pleasure 
in furnishing as soon as l'ossil.Jlc, if half the Strength can I.Jc reduced 
it will l>e a very great Saving, and in this Expectation I am very 
Sanguine. The Harrow Pins are \V ood instead of Iron and Alto­
gether Clumsy, and unfit to Pulverize the Soil, In short every thing 
is to begin, Except mal.-i,1y 1Vinc which they know so111dhi,1y about 
hut ernn that I think is Capahle of "\Vonclerfull Improvernent. The 
only great "\Yant here is fla nds And I hope and Trust Sir you will 
use your influence to get as many sent out of all De;;criptiuns as 
are willing to engage on the same Terms as those I htn-c urnler my 
care. The \Vages of a Common Slave iR a Dollar Per ] >ay & 
lioanl and I think one of my :Men is worth three "ho I am Happy 
to Ray arc "\Vell. I have not heard any one Complain the heat 
was heyond what they c i'O.ld l>car althu' they have Constantly heen 
Employ()(l in it, I have no ])ouht lmt many would Y enture, Arnl I 
am Confident my Father and Brothers ,rnuld Exert tltem1selves to 
procure go()(l hands if you would have the (loodness tu Authorize 
them, and also Lieutenant "\Vatney of the 8th Light Dragoons who 
is .\ccpiainted with the \Vant of Mechanic,; and Hushanclmen. 

"'.\[r. Iles who came out as my Assistant is going by Order of 
llis Excl'llency the (lovernur to take the J>ireetion of the Larnls 
in the Jnterior near Algna Bay, where I trust he will lle funrnl uf 
1◄:~~ential Renice, His Excellency have A~siste1l him with every 
thing he C'cmlcl r-;parc from his 8tuek ancl I haxe tulcled all I 
cou'tl l'os1sihly Spare from mine. i\11(1 hy this time • e. t YPar hy 
om l'nitetl Exertions I hope to give you a good Account of our 
l'n,grcRs. 

I i-;hall not he A hlc to . ay what seeds I sha11 want till another 
Re·1son, hei11g Compkatly too late for this, Hut it has enabled nm 
to look ronrnl the Country & thcrcfon• I flat ur MyR1•H it is helter 
than tho' I harl Rtarlcd the :\Ioment I lanrlecl, for Beginning right 
j th Gr,md Ohjcct in a~\,~ l'nd,rtaking. 
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It affords me great pleasure to say there is nearly 1000 Spanish 
8hoep J>ispcrsed about in the Oolony, and that the Wool dotJs not 
J>egenemte as was imagined it wou'd do. I will procure some and 
send you for Inspection. I still wish Sir to Possess a few of tho 
Hyeland and South Down Breed, if it were only a Ram & Ewe of 
Euch Sort it wou'd be of great Service to the Colony, and Two good 
Cart Stallions, I think then the Colony wou'd in a few years 
l'ossess some good Stock. Here are some Spirited Breeders that 
dont mind giving 1200 Dollars for a Horse, 900 for a Cow, and 
325 for a Bull Calf of an Improved Breed, Therefore Sir this is an 
:Encouragement to send out Stock, none is more wanting than 
IJrauykt Horses, which wou'd in a great Measure be the Means of 
given tho Inhabitants Fatt Beef instead of lean, for here are no 
Horses titt for Labour, Consequently the Oxen when they are Past 
Labour and Poor, it is the General Pmctice of Slaughtering. them, 
whereas one fatt Ox wou'd Equal three of them in Weight. This 
8ystem must Lo totally changed and I trust with the Assistance 
of His Excellency Who is lndefatigal1le in his Attention to the 
General Improvement of the Colony to Accomplish it, and in a 
short Space of time. 

I have to inform you that from the Appearance of a Monopoly 
Existing among the Slaughterers in Cape Town who refused to 
~upply Government on the same Terms as the Inhabitants were, 
Ami which I was apprized cuu'd ho done, I thought it my J>uty tu 
stop forward tu prevent such an Imposition, by taking it upon 
Myself and I have no Doubt but Government will be Essentially 
Benefited, having nwt with Able Men to assist in Executing tho 
Contract, tho Particulars of which His Excellency will more fully 
1<:xplain, being made Acquainted with tho Whulo Business. 

I beg my Dutifull respects to Mr. I >unda8 and host wishes to 
Mr. Chapman, who I hope with yourself arc well, and am Sir &c. 

(Signed) WILLIAM l)uuKITT. 

P.R. I again take tho Liherty of entreating you for a Supply of 
Jlauds, &c., &c., &e. 
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L Original.] 

Private Lrttrr j,·u11i Sm GEORGE Yoxcrn to the RIGHT 

lfoXOUH.\IlLE HmrnY J)uXDAS. 

:3Vl 

CAPE TOWN, Jany. 8, 1801. 

Sm,-I have occasionally troubled you on the Subject of tho 
)fissionaries, and what seemed to mo to be their Views under 
Colour of Handity and Religion. I have now to acquaint you, 
that they have lately made two attempts to be chosen Permanent, 
)Iini 'ters of two l >ifferent Parishes, which I have stoppe<l, con­
ceiving this to 1,e truly a Stretch beyornl what ought to be allowe<l 
on this occasion also M. Se1Turier, the Hmul of the Dutch Estah­
fohe<l Church has had some Conversation with me and has 
expressed his Uneasiness at this attempt to go beyond what He 
thinks the true Line and Object of their avowed Mission. The 
l\Iisfortune Is that there are now three Vacancies in the Estahlished 
Church iu different Parts of the Colony, arnl i\f. Serrurier has 
expressd his anxious Desire, That Government would send out at 
least two ::Ministers of the Dutch Communion to fill the Yacancies, 
a111l I cannot help thinking this of serious Conse11uence, and I hope 
H will not be diflicult to I>rocurc such. I h.ive already repre­
:-;entCll the great want of Hclwolmasters and Clergy of our Church 
if such can be sent, It will l>c of great Service. 

I think I before mentioned that one of the 1\fisRionaries who is 
gone over to Unyka and Confolerated with the fugitive Rel,els l>e 
Buys & Prin:--lo has had the llol1lness to propose privately to the 
Fisrnl n. Treaty with Ouyka, without the knowle1lge of the 
Coii1issio11ers, the Terms of which had a tenrlency to engage us 
in a ·war, in support of Uuyka with some of his Enemies, as he 
ca1le<l them, and this as, tJ.e J\foisionary professes, from a LoYe of 
l'ean: thu/l!]h ]'o/itir-7.-s /Ire unt 1rithin hili S11hrrl'. The Fiscal 
hrntl'•ht uie the Proposals, whid1 I lu1Ye sent to the Cor11i ·sioners, 

C'l • • 

an<l I haYc only to atl<l thaL the Mrns10uarys name Is Yan <ler 
Kemp, and that He is . till in Gnyka's Country, living with those 
l/ebels, not eonverting rnany to the Faith . 

.A supply of regular Estal1lished lergy would 1lo far more Good 
t hau t he,c Hectarie;;, and It is for this Ht·ason as well as in Com­
plyanC'e \\ith ·11. Hcrrmfrr earnest Ht•rpwft, that I am anxiou. for 
surh a Supply, if po silile. I have &c. 

(f;ignerl) nm YnxGE. 
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[ Ori "inal. J 

l>i8po::;ition of the Ships and Vessels under the Co11rnuuHl of 
Vice .Admiral Sir ltoger Cmtis &c. 

Lanmbl1 ,· 

J11pit1 r 

R/lllh81Wl.:1; 

Dio11!l'll1• 

J'I'( 111111/lu//.s 

Star 

l In Table Bay. 

j Cruiziug off ltio da l'laLa. 

.Ad/111W,tt In Table llay refitting. 
E11pltl'Os!J1W Brig In TalJle Hay. 

81/i J«,m«ry 1801. 

(Signed) 

[Original.] 

Lrtt1r f,·oui Srn fh-:owa: Yoxca: to thl' ltIGIIT 1Ioxou1t\nu; 
JI1,:.·1:y l>UXD.\S. 

CAl'f, 'I'o N, JO Jflny. ] '01. 

Srn,-I am honorn,l with yom letter oft he 28th of ,July di rod i11g 
certain Account to he prPparrnl all(l transmittecl to t h!l Com­
missioners for 1\u<liting Public .,\<'count. 

I have given l>ireetions for their hein" prcpan•d n<'cordinn]y, and 
they llhall be tr:rn mitkd ag ordPrl'd as far a the mnu ,·an hll 
m:ule up, But from the Knowledge I haw ol' th • !-,nhjP<·t, a wl'll 
as from all the lnfunnatio11 I ean obtain, I h:l\c 01111• l>o11hts how 
far an acn1rate ~late of the Specie can lie obtainPd, or how 01110 of 
the other ~\ceo1111t <"an I><•. 

I S<'arcely ncPd mention In yon that nll th,, Sp •cit: i11 thi Colony 
consist. in foreign Coin, Viz. Spani h Doll:u , l'agodas, Hupe• , 
ai11I ome l>utd1 Florins. Lat,,ly you kuow l'oppt>l' mall 111011,•y 
has I, •en c11t from E11gla11d, whieh i i uud to thu T1'0op , lmt 
docs not yet gut much i11to C'inmlatim1 h1•i11g hoanlt•tl, lik1 all th,: 
n• t of the !-,p •ciL•, I' ·c·l'pt what iR 11 11111<•h dirni111 h1·d and d pn•­
l'i,1tccl, n to bu n•dneetl rrrl'atlv helow it l>111111111ination,, · thi 
dcba ed Sp ·cie is al11w tall th:iL relllai11 li,r l'ir, 11la[i1111, '111 • n• L 

 

 



heing all hoarde1l, or claJHlestiuely exported, by every Ship that 
comes here, in Defiance of the Laws. The general currency is 
supply<l by Colonial l'aper which is also so bacl, as to he much 
depreciated & daily lo. es its Value, besides being counterfeited. 

Formerly there was no l'aper Currency, but the whole Circula­
tion was Specie, which occasionc1l much to remain, & I am of 
Opinion that the paying the Troops in money is the chief thing 
that now keeps the little Rpeeie there is in the Colony, so true it 
is that a Uemaiul fur auy Article will always produce it, & is the 
sure 't means of retainiug it. 

\Ylwn the Uutch Govermnent became in Debt, partly from the 
necessity of the Case, & partly from Views of Profit & Hcvenue, 
They began the use of Paver Cunency. :From that moment the 
dcman<l fur Specie being lessen'd it fled from the Colony to answer 
a Traffick more lucrative than circulation, & supply the Demands 
of other Countries. 

This was also partly occasione<l by the current Denomination of 
the Rpecie being lower than Its real value, The very Heverse of 
what prevails in Europe, & indeed of what should prevail, If it is 
to be wished that Specie should remain in the Country, And while 
this is the Case, Experience shews that no Laws can prevent Specie 
being smuggled out of the Country. 

This is too mul'h the Case at preRent for though the Spanish 
llollar is circulate1I lJy Law at G/G cunency, yet it is really worth 
!i/li that being the l\farket price for Exportation, even with all the 
Hi~que of confiscation, if discovered. Current Specie therefore 
sho11l1I haye a de11ominatio11 hy Law on ·circula.tion at least e1pial 
to its intrirn,ick value or the market price, otherwise it will never 
rcniain in tlte Country. 

This occurr •11 to me oon after my aJTirnl, & I mentioned it to 
Mr. Ho s just l>efore he went to En(:(land, who admitted the <lenum­
ination ou.,ht to he hi!!·hcr,, • was dispuse1I tu follow any lhrections 
011 the Subject, I tho1wht necessary, but I was unwilling, havin~ 
no I 11 (ructions to ton ·h so soon on such a llelicate ubject, & l 
hine chu,cn to take thi. Opportunity to submit my Rcutiments 
thus far, IL natnrnlly ari ing out of the Contents of your letter, & I 
lil" leave to nifcr at the ,ame time to the I uformatiun which may 
b • hail from till• Int •lli"l'IICe , • ,\ bilities of ::\Ir. Hoss, who~e rctnm 
I at tl1e same t imc an; iously look for, as most u cfull tu (lowm­
llll'nt, hotl: in thi ,· everv <)tlH r l:1. pcct. 
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This l'rinciple however, of making the denomination, of tl1e 
current Coin, at least equal to its intrinsick value, I acted upon 
with success, upon receiving the Copper money. At first the 
Inhabitants represented, that it was too much to make a Copper 
Penny pass current for two Stivers or Pence, But I proved to their 
Satisfaction that it was also too much to get the Copper money for 
less than its intrinsic Value, & that the Quantity of Copper really 
contained in a Penny (as then imported) was worth at Market 
intrinsically the denomination I put upon it of two pence. It was 
examined, the truth of it was proved & admitted & the denomina­
tion given is two pence currency for each penny. Mr. Ross hatl 
some doubts at first, that this might be too high, but he was soon 
convinced & my only Doubt was & still is whether the Value 
intrinsically may not prove still higher than the denomination 
given to it. But for the present I did not think fit to go further, 
yet from its being so little in circulation I am inclined to suspect 
some profit is yet derived from applying it to some other uses, more 
lucrative than what is derived from its Value in circulation. I 
wish this may prove otherwise, & that it is only want of time for 
the present occasions the Circulation not being yet extensive, 
should this be the Case Copper Money of a smaller denomination, 
such as Half pence and Farthings of the same relative & intrinsic 
Value will be of great Use But Care must be taken at home, that 
none shall be sent out that is counterfeit or depreciated. 

The discussion of these Topicks leads to more extensive con­
sideration, & I think it my Duty on this occasion to submit 
to the Wisdom of Government what has occupied my mind much 
on the subject. 

When the English came here the Paper Currency issued under 
the Dutch Government was limited in its amount. Circumstances 
induced General Craig to add to this, though it created an alarm, 
lest the encrease of it would be an Injury. As yet no such 
consequence has followed. On the contrary the Encrcii.•m of 
Business has encreased the want of a more extensive circulating 
Medium, & I have had some very pressing Applications to 
encrease the paper Medium, If it were only as an Advance on 
Condition of giving real Security & of repayment with Interest at 
a given Period. 

This seems a matter worth consideration. Rut the doubt is, 
whether au addition to the Quantity of Paper already great, will 
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not depreciate the present Value of the Paper, now issued, by 
overloading the Market, as well as whether all increase of paper 
currency, not supported by Specie, but absolutely substituted in 
the room of it, will not tend to drain the Colony of all the Specie 
that is left. It appears evident to me, that paper Currency not 
supported by Effects to answer the Amount if called upon as is 
the Gase with the Bank of England, whose Credit has been 
maintaiued by being possessed of Specie & Effects equal to its 
issue of Paper, can never stand its Ground, And that were the 
Proposrils made me here acceded to, even on the Terms offered, 
The Terms would never be made good, & the greatest Distress 
might follow if Government were to enforce it, At the same time 
the want of a circulating Medium adequate to the uses of the 
Colony tends to enhance the Price of everything, & at the same 
time to shackle and discourage Commerce. 

These Considerations have led me to reflect much on the Subject, 
& I am now more than ever confirmed in my Opinion, which I 
just suggested to Mr. Ross before he went away, namely that the 
best Measure to be adopted would be a Colonial Bank, on the 
Principle of the Bank of England, of which the Governor for the 
time being to be the Head, with a Deputy Governor & Directors, 
& with a Bank Stock, "tor the Security of which Government itself 
to be the Pledge & I would pour into this National Bank Stock 
all the present Colonial Funds, those of the Church, The Orphan 
Chamber, The Lombard Bank, & all other such Funds, The Trustees 
of which to become Proprietors of the Bank Stock according to 
l'roportions to be settled. This Bank thus established to issue 
paper Currency like the Bank of England, payable to Bearer & 
answerable in Specie on Demand, & also to discount Merchants 
Dills & all other Bills of good Credit, All Persons pouring Specie 
into the Bank at a denomination to be fixed to receive Interest 
after a given time, at a certain Rate, or to become Proprietor of 
Stock at his Option. 

This is but an lllea, or outline of a Measure which I conceive 
will be of great Public Utility, nor have I yet had means, or time 
to digest sucn a Plan (should it be thought worth consideration) 
as it ouo-ht to be But as far as I have been able to consider it, or 

0 ' 
gather any Information, of the probable Effects of such a Measure 
J have at present no Reason to doubt of the most important & 
salut.my co11:-;equeJ1ces being likely tu follow from it,. .Arnl I have 
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on this .Account taken the Occasion of the SulJjcct which the lciler 
I am honorc<l with turns upon, to submit what has occurrcu to me 
on the Subject, for the Consideration of Government, & I have 
only now to request Directions what answer to give to Heprescnta­
tions and Applications which have been made to me, & what 
Measures if any appear to Government to be proper to be adopted. 
Another Consideration connected with this I think it my Duty to 
mention. The Troops are paiu in Specie, but the l\fen do not long 
retain it,-they exchange it of course for what they want, & take 
the Balance if any in paper sometimes of a Sort not authorizcu by 
Law. At the same time Government having issued the l\foncy 
finds Itself too often under the necessity of buying it again, at a 
Loss, out of the hands of Agents, or Others, who have become 
possessed of it, & who find this a very lurrative Traffic. It appears 
to me that some means might be devised by which if Possible 
Government Itself might furnish the Wants of the Men, & the 
Specie flow hack into the Hands of Government without the Loss 
it now sustains, to the Gain only of l'crnons who perhaps arc little 
better than usurious .Agents, & who accumulate thus great V{ ealth 
at the Public Expence, But upon this subject if not return·d, I 
conceive nobody so conversant as Mr. Hoss it being immeuiawly 
in his Department. I therefore only throw it out for consideration, 
11ut it a1>pears to me that some }>erson or some Board might ];e 
established to superintend this, and prerent any abuse, both to the 
Satisfaction of the Men, who at present, it is to he feared, have not 
always Justice done them, as well as the advantage of Uovernment, 
which certainly suffers unnecessarily at present, & therefore I have 
thought it my Duty to state it. If this should be thought advise­
able Government will of Course sencl out some Person or Persons 
to execute this Sen-ice, I know of none fit fur it hero. 

The account of Rpecie regularly imported can he nearly asccr­
taineJ, but what goes out clawlestinely cannot so easily Le known, 
however such accounts shall be sent as can he made up. 

\Vith regard of Articles of Supply to the Troops for their 
Consumption, conceiving that Bread, Wine, & Meat is meant, this 
Account of the price of these Articles, can be made up all(l will he 
sent as onlcred. 

\Vith regard to the I'rice of other Artic·lcs of Consumption, ns 
no particular Description i'l ~iv<•n of what is intcndc•d, it will be 
<liflicult to ~ive anytliiu;.r Lut Llw Jeucral price curn.!11l of . ud1 
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articles as I concei rn to be meant shoultl be sent. If any others 
should afterwar1ls be wished for, they shall be forwarded without 
Delay. For the present however I hope the account herein 
enclosed will be thought sufficient. I have, &c. 

(Signed) GEO. Yo~GE. 

lEnclosure in above.] 

The 1<:xchangc lictween this Jilace & London varies almost eYery 
i:;ix months acl'ording to Circumstances, altho' it has been now for 
some time past established at 20 per Cent against paper, & specie 

at par. 
N otwithstanuing this very great difference between Pa per , • 

Specie in the drawing of Bills, it is a Yery well known Circum­
stance that the actual difference between Specie and paper is 
seldom more than from 5 to 10 per Cent excepting on Rpani;;h 
dollars, which are Yery little in Circulation, being used principally 
in the purcha e of Goods from ]foreigners touchin" here. 

The 'urrent price of Beef & Mutton has Leen (untill lately) 
2 Stivers paper money per lh. Dutch. Flour varies according to 
the price of Corn. The price used to be about 5 Rx:. Dollars 1icr 
100 lbs. l >utch weight. 

Uloalhing of all kinds is seldom or ever to lie purchased out of 
Retail Stores for less than 80 to 100 per Cent Cunency upon the 
Lowlon wholesale Price . 

The nol<l an<l ~ilver Coins in this Colony are Star & Porto Novo 
J>agodas, Ool<l Mohurs, a few Portuguese J ohannas, Spanish Dollars, 
Hupees, Sicca, Arcot &c., Guihlers, ~killings & a few Guineas. 

The principle articles of l'rOlluee are:-
Wine ~-> to .J.O Hx. 1lollaril per Leaguer of 150 Gallons. 
]~randy (j.i to 7;j ltx:. l)rs. per do. 
Alue::i 8 HtiYers per lh. 
Bullocks Hides 10 to lG Skillings. 

C:um. 
1◄:Jqihants Tcl'lh. 
\Vheat ;;o to ;;;; Hx. ])rs. per 10 111 i(ls or load. 
Harley '27 I{·. llrs. per llo. to :.Iii. 
Fine Flour Li lo 8 Ux. JJrs. per l\1 t. 
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nice 12 Hx. Drs. per Cat. 
Tallow 18 to 20 I:x. Drs. per Cwt. 
Butter 14 to 1G Slivers per lb. 
Soap 18 Stivers per do. 

[Original.] 

Letter from M1t. J OJJN I>mNGLF. to the IlIGIIT IloNOUTI.\llLF. 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CAPE OF Gooo HorE, 10/lt Jmmary 1 01. 

Srn,--I have the hollor to inform you that I have as usual 
rcceive1l Sixty Aums of Constantia Wine, & that I have shipped 
forty eight of them (in equal proportions of re<l & white) on boanl 
H. l\L Store Ship Abundance, as per the cnclm:;e<l receipt of her 
Commander. 

His Excellency Sir George Yonge has directed me lo reRerve 
the remaining twelve for his distrilmtion. I have &c. 

(Signed) 

-- ---

(Original.] 

ldta frvni Nm <l1m1u:ri Yo:--r:~; lo \\'11.1.1.u1 

lI ui-;K11-;i-;o:-.., E:-;111u:. 

CAn: TowN, Jany. IO, 1801. 

DEAR Sm, -I am nry much ohlig<'<l lo you !'or the farnr of 
yours a11d for all your attention, :tll(l I ha, l' 1w,,· lo trouhlP you 
upon 1-;everal maLlcrn. 

In the first, l'la1:e, as a Matter of ]p:u,l Importance, I ham to 
acquaint you that thp usual Trilmtp of< '011stant ia \Vin1• 1·0111t>s liy 
this Conv<'ya11ee on l\oard ilH\.All/l11d1111cc ~lore ~hip 11rnli>r(:on\'oy 
of the .Ardh11w, namely 48 awrn~ <'011Rig1u•1I lo l\h. I >11ndm1, to 
whose onlPr It is to 1,p dclivcrc<l hut I havr to say, that, m1d«-r his 
all l'uwerfull l'rolcctio11 4 awms Is for Lady Yonge, which l hopl! 

' 
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you will be kind enough to secure for her, at the same time you 
will lett Mr. Dundas know, that 48 awms more are at this moment 
preparing to be sent, in like Manner, to Him, by the next Safe 
Conveyance, so I hope He will be Good enough to Protect Lady 
Yonge's small adventure, (Part of the 48 awms now sent, which I 
notice for fear of Mistakes.) 

The mention of Constantia Wine in Particular, naturally leads 
to the Subject of Cape Wine in General, upon which I have 
thought it proper to write to Mr. Dundas, on the Intelligence 
·we have received tho' not official, of a new llegulation of the 
Duties of Import on Cape Wine & Brandies, which I hope Is true, 
l>ecause It will be of great Benefit in Time to this Colony, and We 
arc now considering of some Internal Hegnlations for Governing 
the Sending Cape Wines to England under the new Regulations of 
Import Duties. The enclosed Paper will show the Information 
"·e have received on the Subject, and I am in hopes under them 
that tho' the lower sort " ·ill not do, the better sort may be scL t 
and I think will partake of the Nature of Sherry or be something 
like a good substitute for It. But I shall be glad to know what 
may Le about the Import Price per Gallon of Sherry, on an aver­
age, duty of Import paid. I mean what the wholesale Dealers 
Price is, because mueh will depend on that. I shall also be glad 
of Official Instructions from home on this Subject, if any arc 
thought necessary. 

The next Sul,ject I have to mention Is about my friend Duckitt, 
with whom I hope Mr. Dundas will Le well Satisfied, for He is 
doing "reat Service to Government, as well as to the Colony, and 
will in Time do more, though he has met with some Difficulties, 
where He ought not. However I have supported Him, and shall 
Continue to do so, and I have no doubt of his fully answeri:og the 
Expectations of GoYernmcnt. At present I have only to entrust 
to "your Care his Letters and his Petitions. What He Prays for 
must he granted Him, and you will perceive that Some of the 
Thin~s which had occurred to me have already struck Him, and, 
as He is much the fittest to Superintend and Judge of all 
Mechanical and Agricultural Matters, I shall beg Leave in 
future to leave eYery thing of the Sort to Him, and ha\ing by 
this Comeyance mentioned the Subject fully to Mr. Dundas, 1 
sha11 not neecl to rept>at It any more nor med(!le with It further 
than to lmmm1it all hi~ a(hices 1 Come. In general Ile is in great 
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Want of Hands, artificers, Labourers &c. for every thing is to hegin 
here, and He did not come out prepared enough. Ro Ile must be 
Rupplyd in order to make It answer, which there is no Doubt of 
Its Doing, if Supported. Upon this Idea I beg Leave to postpone 
all my former Commissions to you, leaving every thing, either to 
Mr. Duckitt whoso ,vants must first he supply'd or to some other 
Conveyance, and future Consideration, I am, however, equally 
obliged to you for your ouliging Disposition to execute any wishes 
of mine, and I hope if you want any thing from hence, yon wi11 
allow me the Pleasure of getting It you, as one you may fu]ly 
trust and rely on. I am &c. 

(Signe<l) GEO. YOXGE. 

"P.S. I trouule you with some Letters for Captain Tucker from 
India just arrived hy the Princess .Afary Indiaman. . 

I have some letters from Lord ·welsley from Bengal where I 
have the Pleasure to tell you all Is well. 

The Letters are datetl the 17th Rcptr. 1800. 
I forgot to say three Tents arc come, this will l>o enough at 

present. 
I have the Pleasure to tell you that tho Lord W ehdcys Lcitl'l'S 

which are of the 28th Septr. do not mention Ii, there arc private 
Letters come from Bengal come hy the Pri11r1-s.~ ,lfar,11 dat"<l j 
the 8th Oct!. which announce the taking of llatn, ia the .\c-
count was Tlmt ]\foment arrirnd, an<l Till• l,01l_1; (illr!JiUr) & ;l j 
other Rhips had just got orders to receive Troops to Uarrison tho 
l'lacc. 

[Origina1.l 

Ltltrr fro111 VwF. Au.,1m\r, R11t ]t()(:EI: <'111nrn /11 

EVAN El'EAX, E:-;</ltE. 

I,1rnrci,/1 r, 'l'AIIU1 BAY, 
CAPE or G<N>D llo1•v., 11th J11mu,ry 1801. 

Sm,-Thc Prinrrss Jlfruy a, Rhip in the Renico of thl' East India 
Company arrirn<l here tho 8Lh i11sta11t after I had do;;d 111y Ll'tter 
of tha,t date, having ha<l a, l'a!4sagp of Ten \V •ob from Bc11gal. 
By this Ship I recei vc<l from tho ~1an1uis \V cl1esley tho two l\lo t 
Secret Lcttern, of which thl• ac<"ornpanyiu" are ( 'opie!4, and "ltid1 

I 
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yon will be pleased to lay before the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty. The one of the 24th October will inform their Lord­
ships of the various Services for the Ships of my Squadron, which 
his Lordship recommends to my attention. 

Their Lordships will observe in the 5th Paragraph of that Letter 
the Governour General states his having requested His Excellency 
the Governour of this Colony, to dispatch to India a Military 
]force from hence. I have hatl conversation on the subject with 
Sir George Y unge, and His Excellency duly considering our present 
Military Strength anu all the circumstances relative to this Settle­
ment, has come to a determination that it would be inexpedient 
to send any part of our force to India, and he means to apprize 
the Governour General of this uetermination as soon as may be. 

In the 9th Paragraph of the :Marqui-,'s Letter of the 24th their 
Lordships will see the Governour General's intentions relative to 
the Isle of France, anu that his Lordship may make the attempt in 
the present Month, or the ensuing Month of May. 

I am now to advert to the Governour General's Letter of the 
25th of October, written in reference to the one of the preceding 
day's date, to state more distinctly, his Lordship's estimation of 
the relative importance of each of the several objects which he had 
recommended to my attention. 

I shall notice the several subjects in the Order in which they 
stanu in his Loruship's ,tter . 

. First-" The giving Comoy to any Troops which may be 
embarkeu for India." Sir George Yonge not deeming it proper 
to send any Troops to Inuia, nothing is here necessary to be 
sail 1. 

Second-" To Ileinfurce Allmiral Ilainier's Sriuadron particularly 
in .Frigates." There is not a I<'rigate on my Station. His Ex­
cellency however considers the measure "of inferior importance,· 
either to the accurate ohscrvation of the Enemy's movements on 
the Coast of South America, or at the Mauritius; or to the 
Block:ule of the Mauritius." Since their Lordships' directions 
co11tai11ecl in your Secret Letter of the l~th March last, there has 
l,een a Crnizer stationed off ltio da Plata, arnl I have hacl Ships 
off Mauritius whenever it was poRsiLle for me to have them 
there. 

Thinl-" The lteinfurcemcnt of ltear Aclmiral Blaukett. His 
Lorclship clues not expect me to provide for this ohjcct unless m 

Ill. ~ J) 
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the event of an Enemy aetua]]y proceelling towards the Ilell Rea, 
in which case he presumes I ,vonlcl thillk it adviseahle to pursue 
them ,1 ith my whole force, giving ach·ice by express to Vice 
A1lmiral lbinier." If I become acquainted that an Enemy is 
procee<ling to the Heu Sea, I shall certainly without a moment's 
delay send such reinforcements to Hear Admiral Blunkett as may 
at the time he in my power to affor<l. An<l I have sent nothing to 
Sea since the receipt of your Secret Letter of the Uth March but 
what has 11een Or<lered to repair with all possible expeclition and 
join Admiral Hainier in case of seeing r..ny Squadron going towards 
Irnlia or of ohtaining intelligence tl1at a Squadron was gone 
thither. 

Fourth-" The immediate and effoctnal Blockade of the Isle of 
}'ranee." This his Lordship considers the most important of all 
the measures which have been enumerated, excepting the pursuit 
of an Enemy actually proceetling towards the Hod Sea. His Lord­
ship says further : " I am aware, that if it should appear to be 
expedient to prosecute my design against the Isle of Franco 
in the month of J({ m1ar,1; next, it may be diflicult for you 
to reach the Island before the operations of the intem]ed Arma­
ment may have been brought to an issue. If the expedition should 
be prosecuted in the present Season it will prolJably leave Trinco­
male about the 25th of December, and proceed directly to Isle 
France, making the Island of Rodrigues." Their Lordships will 
oh erve that I received his Lordship's Letter on 1.he 8th instant 
(,Jamrury), so. that luul I sent Ships to fale France the moment it 
came to my hands, it would have lieen impossjl>le for 1.hem at 
this Season of the Year when the S.E. Win1ls prevail to have 
reache<l the Island 1.ime enough to have assisted in the operations 
against it. 

The effectually Blockacling the Isle France I have constantly 
consitlere<l as m1 olijcct of no little importance, as will appear lJy 
my Letters of the fith August and 22nd October last, hut for the 
reasons set forth in these Lettern, it has never heen in my power 
to do it. I have nut f-\hips more than sullicient to a1lot 0110 small 
Division to that f-\crvice, an<l the di lance to it is so great, the' in 
general stay no longer than a month he fore the Islarnl arnl arc then 
oLligc<l to leave it; an<l sornPtimcH aftt•r a lunO' passage arc fon·<•<l 
to leave it in a fortnight or three \VcekR. Captain Hotham's 
f-\, 1n•u1rm1 was longer then· than any other <'\'Cr had 1,<'<'ll 1,y 
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nearly a :Month, he haYing had a very quick passage to the 
Island. 

His Excellency the Governor General of India does not seem 
positive that the Expedition against Isle }'ranee will be carried 
into elfoct this Sea on. In his LcLier of the 24th October he says: 
"the attempt may l>e made in the Month of January, or in the 
ensuing :.\lonth of l\fay ; and that shouM it be deferred to the 
Month of :.\fay I shall hear from his Lordship again." Being there­
fore always <lesirous of having some Ships before the Island, when­
ev •r it is praetical,le, and as I shoulll he most happy they may be 
tlwre to co-operate with the Force which may be sent against 
it from India, it is my present, intention that, if possible, a 
])iyision of my Squadron shall be there towards the latter end of 
April, and if circumstances will admit of it, I shall probably go 
myself. 

The Governor General appears to deem it still expedient to keep 
a look out for the Enemy off Rio La Plata, and it will at least 
require two Ship' to relieve each other on that Service. In case 
the Enemy should send a Squadron to India, and which will 
assuredly touch at Isle France, it is very <lcsiraulc such Force off 
the Islall(l should not he insignificant, lest misfortune should 
ensue from it; but as my whole Squadron consists of no more 
than Five Ships, one Sloop of "\Var, (the Star having been found 
unfit fur Service as I shall mention in another Letter), and the 
B11phros!Jnr Brig Tender, it is impossible for me to allot more than 
two Ships and the Sloop of "\Var to go to Isle France, unless I 
leave the Cape without a Ringle Ship, and which measure I was 
at one time obliged to adopt with a view of intercepting the Three 
J<'ri<rates that were supposed to have saile<l from Rio <la Plata to 
Isle France. The Adamn,it is in such a state (as I have mentioned 
in another Leiter) that nothing lmt 1-,ri·eat necessity could justify 
the sending her to Crnize in these Seas; nor would it perhaps lJe 
justiliulik lo <livest this Colony (for a time at least) of every Ship 
lieloncring to it. Their Lordships "·ill I hop' panlon me for 
pn•surnin~ to ay, that were my S1puulron thrice as numerous as it 
is, the :--hips couM be employed mueh to the advantage of the 
general public Henice. 

ThPir Lordships will n•111nrk that in the Governor Oeneral's 
T.Plter of the ~-Hh his Lrml. hip says, "that if success should 
altell(l l1is Enterprize against Isle Franeo in ,January (this ::\Iouth), 

~ )) ~ 
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the Naval Defences of the Island will be delivered up to my 
Squadron." I really do not urnlcrstand what his Lordship means 
by this declaration. There certainly must be left a strong Garrison 
on the Island; and perhaps his Excellency is not apprized that 
such Garrison must be supplied with Food from other Quarters, 
as the Island cannot furnish any thing like a sufficiency for the 
support of the Inhabitants. 

His Excellency Sir George Yonge meaning to send a Dispatch 
to the Governor General of India, I shall reply fully to His 
Excellency the Governor General's Letters, with assurances of my 
doing eYerything that may be in my power to facilitate his views on 
all occasions, and to conform to his wishes. But it cannot escape 
their Lordships' notice that the Naval Services which his Ex­
cellency recommends to my attention do not at all correspond. 
with the few Ships I have under my Command. The want of 
Frigates I severely feel. I hope however their Lordships ·will do 
me the justice to believe that to the best of my ability, and 
according to my means, I will do every thing possible to be done 
for the general good of the Empire. 

The Ships which will be sent off Isle France will be directed to 
pro~eed to the I ed Sea, or to India ( as the case may be), if the 
Enemy shoulu senu a Naval ]force to either of these quarters. 

I am &c. 

(Rigncd) nomm 1u1rrrn. 

[Original.]* 

Litter fro,n Rm GEORGE YONGE to th,· Hrmn· Hoxoun.\BLE 

HmmY DuxD.\S. 

CAPE TowN, 12th Jany . 1801. 

Rrn,-1 lrnse the Honor to transmit to you, enclose!l, a Copy of 
a Dispatch just rcceivecl from the Manp1iH of ·wellesley, from Fort 
\Villiam, and Extracts of similar Letters a(ldressecl to Rir ltoger 
Curtis on the same Subject. 

• Nearly all of Rir Gt>orge Yonge's letters arc in Ids own han,lwriting, whid, is 
ns bad as his spellin~ und punctu11tion. !l'his is hy 11nolhcr lumd, l,ut tho ,ig11olurn 
iA his. 
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1Vith all the Alacrity in the World and Deference to His Lord­
ships Judgement, as well as towards the British Service, yet 
Circumstances have compelled me to postpone complying with his 
Lordships reriuest, till some Orders from Home shall warrant it. 
In this Opinion both Sir Roger Curtis & Maj. Genl. Dundas concur 
after a full consi<leration of the Subject. 

The leading Circumstances which compel this Determination 
are, first, The State of the Garrison, which from the Sickness 
which unhappily weakened two Regiments, the detaching two 
Regiments, le~s than which it is presumed would be of little use, 
there would actually remain in Garrison not one Regiment fit for 
actual Service as ~faj. Genl. Dundas represents to me. 

The next Circumstance is, That the sending these Regiments 
with proper Convoy would leave the Force remaining at Sea as 
weak as that by Land, considering the Dispersion of the Ships 
belonging to this Station, already to different parts on Service. 

The next circumstance is the very recent healing the wounds of 
our Intestine Disturbances and the Internal Tranquility secured, 
as much as any thing, by seeing the Strength now in our Hands, 
which Security might be shaken by seeing Weakness instead of 
Strength, which the Disaffected here would not fail to derive 
hopes from. 

The next Circumstance is the strong Heason there is to think 
that whatever other ProJ cts France may have, the Project of an 
attack on this Colony. all(l an Attempt to recover this lost Posses­
sion to the Dutch is a matter concerted bet·ween :France & the 
Hatavian Hepublick, & that this is precisely the Season of the 
Y car at which an Attempt of this Sort is most likely to be made, 
if at all. • 
. The next Circumstance is that Mr. \Vellesley, who has just left 
us, & who came from Englall(l only in Reptr. brought no Order, 
nor the least Intimation to us, of any such Hequisition, ,vhich it is 
cuueeired would not have been the Case, had any .Emergency or 
any I>anger b •en expede<l to India, where indeed at present there 
is neilhL•r \Var, nor !)anger of attack, nor can it be, that Orders 
1,ltould not hine come had any Cooperation from hence been in 
( 'ontemplation, with any operations in the Mediterranean, where 
the Operations have long ago commenced, & I trust ended in 
Sueeess. 

J\11 the e Circum tauccs ha\ c combined to the :\feasure of post~ 
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poning the Complyance with the Hequisition ma<le for the prese11t. 
:Full of Zeal at the same Time for assi;;ting in the Common 
Cause Eventual Preparations shall l>e rna1le to forward with as 
little Delay as possible such Succours as can l>e spared, whenever 
the Exigency or Oruers shall make it necessary, so that the Delay 
I hope will not be material. 

I am in the meantime perfectly of Opinion, that this Place is 
the great Out Post of India, & it will be desireable always to 
consider it as the Depot, or Point of Departure from "·hence any 
Measures, either of Offence or Defence, may he forwarued, as the 
best Use which can be maue of it, and iudeeu which our Enemies 
would no Douht adopt were it once more in their Power, nor uo I 
conceive Inuia would ever be safe, either in Peace or \Var, if 
France had the Cape, any more than if she remains possessed of 
Egypt. But if I may l>e permiitou, I would first suggest tho 
Security of the Cape, & the furnishing it with perhaps more than 
necessary Numbers, to enable it to uetach on an Emergency 
seasoned Troops for Essential Son-ices, with as little Delay as 
possible. The Policy an1l Wisdom of such a System is evident & 
not difficult to effect. 

At present however it is rather embarrassing to ho ui vi<led 
between the Care of securing this valuable Possession from A Uack 
& the Advantage of such Exertions as arc now required so 
suddenly, that though tho Marquis '\Vellosloy favoured mo with 
two letters, of no longer date than Sept:. last not an Idea of this 
kind appears thou to Lo entertained of such a Measure. 

At all Events I shall much wish for positive InstructionR, How 
far I may or may not in future comply with any such Hequisitions 
as the present, haYing for their Object such Important l'ul,Jic 
Service, as the present undoul>todly has iu View. Henices which 
I most anxiously wish to second, though withhel<l for the present, 
partly for want of such Instructions, and partly from Motives of 
Caution two serious to be disrcgarued. I have &c. 

(Signc<l) Gm. Yo~aE. 

P.R. Tho cffoctive Foree of this (/arrison at present <loe,; not 
exceed :{!)00. This Force was meant to be permanent here, & of 
this after de<lncting for Hick, for Guanl~, & other Herviees, ~000 
J\fcn is tho most that couM be brought to act at, this nH,meut 
against an Enerny in tho Field. '\Vhat is there to span!. 
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[Original.] 

Letta fro1n Sm GEOUGE Yo.·aE to the RIGHT IIoxoun.~nLE 

lIEXRY DUXDAS . 

. Most Secret and Co11jidcntial. 

CAPE Tows, Jany. 12, 1801. 

Rrn,-In addition to all I have transmitted to you Concerning 
:Mr. l'rediger, who is returning on Hoard the Ab11ndancc Store Ship 
to England, with all the Papers seized with Him both J>ublick and 
J>rivate, all of which throw Light on each other, as well as on the 
whole Business, I have the Honor to acquaint you, That just before 
his Departure I receiYed Certain Intelligence, t~at he opened to 
some Person here in Confidence, That this Colony was certainly to 
be attacked, and that from Holland, if possible, and that a Con­
siderable Party was formed and forming here, to assist the Enemy, 
on Landino-. The extent of the Conspiracy I shall endeavour to 
find out, But I have no Doubt of the Truth of this Intelligence, as 
It Confirms what is hinted at in his Papers, as being one Object of 
his 1\Iission, and I have Still less Doubt of his having done his 
Utmost to Promote this Object, during his Stay here nor have I 
been Inattentive to his Motions, from whence, perhaps, I may gain 
a Clue to the Nature and Extent of the Conspiracy formed, or 
forming; I do not pretend to form as yett any just Conjecture 
from this, but, as far as any Judgement can be formed I shoulu 
suppose some Considerable Persons likely to be engageu in It. 

No Vigilance or Care, shall be wanting to Guard against what­
ever may happen, But in this Situation It is my Duty to express 
my Earnest ·wish that It may he possible to furnish Ruecours to 
this J>lace as soon as possible. My Recret Uispatch on the Ruhject 
of the Dispatches from Irnlia will shew, how very rec1ui,;ite such 
Succours are in Case of Attack from the present Rtate of the 
Garrison, nor will such succours be unaclviseable even if no Attack 
Rhould take Place or shoulcl the attempt most happily fail. For 
then snch Hucconrs might assist the Common Canse "·ith A<lrnn­
tage, as proposed in those J)ispatches, Hut at any rate I shall wait 
most an.-iously fur them her'. I have &c. 

 

 



408 Records of the C(lpc Colony. 

P.S. Two l'ortuguesc 74s. arc arrive<l. at Hio ,Janeiro under 
Commodore Campbell, aD<l they have 2 Large Frigates takeu from 
the Jfrench off the Brazils by the Rrlliq11cm (?) and sold to the Yice 
Roy. The Spaniards have only two I•'rigates and a Conette at 
Rio <le la I>lata. There is no Force at the l\fauritius, but some 
large l'rivateers which <lo much mischief. 

(Office Copy.] 

Letter from the RIGHT HONOURABLE lIEXHY DuxuAs to 
MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS. 

DOWNING STREET, Hth January, 1801. 

Srn,-I inclose to you the copy of a letter which I have in 
obedience to His Maje,-ty's Command this day written to Sir 
George Yonge, directing him to resign the Uovemment of the Cape 
of Good Hope into your hands, immediately on the receipt of it, 
and without ·waiting the arri ml of Lonl Glcnbervie who has been 
appointed his Successor, until the arrival of whom you will 
continue to execute the duties of this important charge. 

The ~hip appointed to cany out Lor<l. CHenbcnie is not yet 
perfectly ready for Rea, but I have reason to think it "·ill be but 
a short time before his Lordship will he able to proceed. 

I have &c. 

(Rigncd) HENRY l>u.·n.\.s. 

[ Ofllce Copy.] 

Letta fro1n the HIGJI'I' Hoxou1unL1: IIE .. \Iff DUNll\,' ltJ 
Sm GE01u;i,; Yo.·ca;. 

Dow~ING Fhun,T, 111/i Jt11111ary, ISOl. 

Sm,-I am commarnle,l to RigHify to you His fajesty's Ph•asuro 
that imme<l.iately on the Heeeipt of thi:; Lett •r, \\ ithout waitiug for 
the arrival of Lord Gleul,ervie, \I ho is appoi11ted your suere ·or, 
you arc to resign the Government of the ~ettlement of the ( 'apo of 
Good Hope iuto the Hands of the Lieutenant Go, ernor fur tho 
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time being, all(l that you arc to arnil yourself of the first oppor­
tunity of returning to England, bringing with you all such Docu­
menls, or authenticated Copies thereof, as you may think necessary 
to enable you lo pa~s your accounts before the Auditors of Public 
Accounts, as Governor of the Cape of Good Hope, it being His 
Majesty's Intention to give direcLions for the same to be inYesti­
gated, in the usual manner, immediately on your arrival in this 
Country. I have &c. 

(Signed) lIE."RY Du~nAs. 

[ Copy.] 

Proclamation by Sm GEORGE YmmE. 

Whereas it appears by a Report made to me by the Burgher 
Senate, whose duty it is from time to time to regulate and fix the 
as:c;ize of Bread, according to the rate at which \Vb.eat is to be 
purchased, that as the price of that Article is now established till 
further orders, it will be expedient and proper that the following 
rates at which the Bakers are to supply the Inhabitants with 
Bread, should he fixed and made puhlic, I do therefore hereby 
order and direct that the same shall be strictly attended to and 
ohserved. 

l◄'irst. All Bread made of Meal as it comes from the Mill, with­
out any of the fine flour being taken out of it, at the rate of one 
pouml and three quarters for two Stivers. 

Secondly. llread made of Flour after it has been sifted and the 
Bran taken out at the rate of fourteen ounces for two slivers. 

Arnl as it appears that these rates are just and equitable, 
allowing a fair gain to the Baker, and ensuring to the Inhabitants 
],otter arnl more nutritious Bread than what they have lately been 
snpplirnl with, I do hereby warn the Bakers not to attempt, under 
any pretence whatsoerer, to defraud tho public by selling Bread 
under weight or making it of other Materials, or in any other 
manner than what i~ herein lai<l clown and prescribed, and in order 
the more effocluallv lo guanl against any frauds which may be 
attempted in the \';rnling of that necessary articl of life, I have 
thought proper by the~e pre ents to order and direct that two 
Commi ioners, that is lo say a Member of the Burgher Senate, 

 

 



410 Records of tlu· Cape, Cvlon!J. 

chosen accordinrr to rotation, all(l of the Committee of the CTunm1-
ment, Corn 1\Iagazine, shall Yisit at least once a week, awl as often 
as they shall think proper, all the Bakers shops in Cape Town, for 
the purpose of examining both the r1uality all<l the W ·ight of the 
Bread, and shoulll they find any Bread under ·weight, or that is 
nut macle confonnable to the Hegulations herein contained, then 
and in that case they are immecliately to report the matter to the 
:Fiscal, who ,rill senu a proper Oflicer to seize and confiscate the 
same, and should any Baker be !liscovercd in such frarnlulent 
praetices he shall forfeit the sum of One II unclred Hi. ·dollars, 
which shall be paicl into the Colonial Treasury, anu further any 
person or pernons lmying Bread from the Bakers, arnl who shall 
afterwards discover the sai!l Brea!l to he either short of \V ci"ht, or 
improperly maue, shall upon prosecuting the sai(l Baker or Bakers 
to conviction before the Fiscal, receive one third of the before 
mentioned penalty . 

.Finally I do hereby order and direct that eYet',Y naker Rhall 
mark his Bread with his name under the penalty of Te11 ltixclollars 
fur (JYery loaf of Bread without such 1\Iark. 

(liven m1<.ler my Hand at the Castle of <:oucl Hope this 24th day 
of ,Jauuary 1801. 

Gm. Yo:-- .1:. 

[Copy.J 

L1ttrr fro,n lite .MAitQVIS 01•· \Vm,r,i: r;r.y to Ywr. .Amrrnu, 
8rn nor.EU 'Lmns. 

8rn,-In rny must secret LPtter of th • ~ ~th Octoher ] 800 I h:ul 
the honor to apprize your E.·celle11ey of the pos ibility of 111 • 

attempting the recluction of the 11:ile Franee either in tlw ( 'ou e 
of the )fonth of ,January 1801, or of the cmming Mu11tJ1 uf April 
anu May. 

2. I am concerned to inform yom E ·cellency that 11ne.·ppr-tc<l 
circumstances ha\"U occurrcrl to pn•vont the (h•pnrturc of th pro­
posed expedit.ion during the former of the (' p ·riods, although I had 
macle every nee· •:;:,;ary pn,pamtion for the purpn. •. , 'otwith­
:;tandincr tlti di. appoi11l1Iw11t I Ulll re , 1 ·ed tu re niue my 
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proposc,l attcmpl again 'L the Lile of :France in the ::\fonths of 
April an(! ::\Lly. 

:l. Jf the expeuition against the Isle of Fr,mce ha(l taken 
place iu ,fanuary 1801, it woulil have procec(led directly from 
the lslail(l of Ceylon to the Isle of France. In consequence of 
circumstances which ha\·e occasioned an alteration of my 
original Plan, the ~\rrnarnent assembled at Ceylon will now 
procl•ed, in the fir t inst.mce, to Batavia; and from thence lo the 
Isle of France. 

-!. In onlL•r that your Excellency may he in full pus·ession of 
my \ iews, I have Lhe Honour tu Hlate the arrangements which 
I htL\ l' rna(le for the purpose of carrying them into effect. 

5. The force now collected in Ceylon at l'uint <le Galle and 
Trincomale amounting altogether nearly to .J:j00 1fon has been 
ordered to proceed with all expedition to HataYia. It will leave 
Ceylon about the 1.ith of February and will probably arriYC at 
llat:t\ ia about the 15th of ::\farch. This force will probalily ue 
sufficient to reduce 13a1.:n ia either uy Capitulation or assault 
within a short period of time, and my order therefore is that after 
the reduction of Datavia, and after providing a sulficicnt Ganison 
for the place, the remainder of the force employed together with 
such auditions as I may be enauled to make to it should procccrl. 
from BataYia tu the I c of France under the Command of the 
lfonuumhle Colonel ,Yellesley. 

(i. The ~lilitary force which I e. pect to furnish in this manner 
fur the expedition against the Isle of France will consi ·t of nearly 
3000 Europeans inclucling Artillery arnl Pioneers. The informa­
tion whieh I ha\"C received from 1\lr. ~tokes lately a Prisoner in 
the IslP of France has . at isfied ml' that this force will uc amply 
su!ficient for the rc(luctiun and Garrison of the Island, unless 
Hci11fnrcenw11ts shall haYe arri\ed from :France since the 5th of 
.Augnst 1800. 

7. The Armament \\ i11 probahly proceed from BataYia about the 
:Wth of :'.\1arl"h and will he dirceted to make the I. land of H0<lrinucz 
where l trn lit, may anirn ahont 1,hc 2::ith of April. Orders will 
he "iven to the Armament to follow the Houte and in making the 
J Lmd of Hrnlri"lll'Z to oh crvc the position sL1ted to your E cel­
len(') in my ])i patchl' of the :.l-lth Octuher 1 '00. 

8. ( 'ircum t,1nce may ari. e which may protract the departure 
uf the ,\rmarnent frolll Bat,tvia tu the Isle of France beyond the 
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30th of i\farch; in no case however do I apprehend that the delay 
can exten<l. beyond the cunclusiun of the Month of April. 

9. The principal inconveniences which would arise from any such 
delay woul<l. be, first tlie possibility of a reinforcement of the 
Garrison for the Isle of France, and secondly the necessity of 
detaining your Excellency's force on the Station for a longer 
period of time than would otherwise be required. The first of 
these dangers will probably have been averted by the vigilance of 
your Excellency's continued blockade of the Island; \\'ith respect 
to the secontl inconvenience it is inseparable from the necessity of 
combining forces so distant in ap. united operation. I rely how­
ever with the most implicit confidence on your Excellency's 
approved zeal, ability, and perseverance to preclutle any material 
injury to the public service from this unavoidable evil. 

10. In this confidence, antl relying on your Excellency's cordial 
cooperation in the important enterprize in contemplation, I have 
given positive Instructions to Colonel ·w ellesley to proceed with 
all expedition from Batavia to Isle of France without waiting for 
previous advices from your Excellency. 

11. Your Excellency will feel the importance of affording your 
cooperation witl1 the most respectable naval force whieh you can 
apply to this Service. Your assistance is now become more 
necessary as I am at present uncertain whether the Armament 
will be accompanie!l from Batavia by any force from Vice A!lmiral 
Rainier, antl I may ])OR ihly find myself compelled tu resort to 
the Company's Armed Ships e...-en for Convoy to the Transports. 
l?our Uun Boats will be attached to the Transport:-., for the 
purpose of assisting in covering the <foemharkation of the Troops. 
I shall employ every possible effort to augment tho naval strength 
of the Armament previously tu its departure from B:itavia. 

12. Your Excell •ncy will determine whether the preci~e station 
of your naval force intemled to cooperate in the atta!'k on the Isle 
of :France shall he off the Huuth Eastern extremity of the Island of 
Rodriguez, or off the Isle of .France. As the first attempt on the 
Island will be made by an assault of the nature of a smprizc, the 
station off HU!lrignez appears tu be must eligible with a view to 
the proposed system of attack. The station off ltodrignez would 
not excite the continual apprehension and vigilance of the Enemy, 
whereas a large force stationed off the Isle of Franeo might 
probably lead tu that cunsc,1uence. If therefore in your Ex-
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collency's superior j\\(lgment it should appear practicable for His 
:Majesty's Ships under your Command to preserve their i,;tation off 
Rodriguez, that station appears to me to offer the mm.;t favourable 
point of jundion with the Armament proceeding from Batavia. 
I also trnsi that your K·cullency might still be enabled to main­
tain the blockade of the Isle of :France on a reduced scale during 
tho period of your Cruize off Rodriguez. In any ca e, the junction 
of the .. \.rnrnment with your Excellency's R11uadron will certainly 
lie secured, by the precautions which your Excellency will have 
taken, of stationing Advice Vessels off Rodriguez in the track of 
tho Armament, according to the suggestions expre~f:etl in my 
former Dispatches. The Commander of the Armament will thus 
receive information of your Excellency's arrangements respecting 
the .. Taval force, together with such further advices as your Ex­
cellency may consi<ler to be necessary for promoting the success 
of the enterprize. 

13. That the Ships employed on these services may be able to 
ascertain each other, the commander of the Armament will be 
supplie1l with a Copy of the Ret of Signals tran,mitted to your 
Excellency with my Dispatches of the 23th of October 1800. 
]from these Signals arnl the Route then described to your Ex­
cellency no deviation will be m(ule. 

14. With a view of al1'!nling adllitional security and facility to 
the proposc1l junction between your Excellency's naval force and 
the Armament, an A!hice Boat, attache<l to the Armament, will be 
desired to look into the Harbour of H0<lriguez, for the purpose of 
communicating with any of your Excellency's Rhips, which may 
he fournl in that Harbour. This A<hiee Boat will be furnished 
with the 1-,ignals establishetl hy my Dispatches of the 25th of 
October 1800. 

lfi. I have state<l to your E.·cellency that the force <lestined to 
procee<l from llata\'ia agaim,t the lHle of France appears to me to 
he fully adequate to the reduction of tlutt Island, unless reinforce­
ments shoul1I ham arrin-d from France suhse1p1ent to the !ith of 
Augu t 1800; it is however a1hisable that your Exeellency shoul1l 
conYcy from the C: pc of GoOll Hop', for the purpo~e of cooperating 
with the Troops from India, as large a European Detachment, 
partieularl of ~\rlilh•ry, a· may he in the power of His Excellency 
the c:mlirnor or the ('ap • of Uou1l llopc to affonl for that sen ice. 
This pre1 ant i011 will bc1;omc more nctc sar • if your Excdlcncy 
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shoulcl h:n·e reason to believP. that any H1·i11forceme11t has reached 
the hle of 1-'rnnl'e subse<piently to the fifth of ,\ugust 1800. 

IG. By this Dispatch I have advisecl Sir Oeorge Yonge of my 
intentions to act against tho fale of France, and I ha1e recp1estecl 
His Excellency to furnish such a force on this occasion as he may 
he able to afford with reference to tho actual strength of the enemy 
at the Isle of .France, according to the most recent information 
whiC'h the Government of the Cape may have recefrecl. 

17. It is of the utmost importance that the earliest possible 
aclvice, as ,rnll of your Excellency's intentions, as of the state of 
affairs at the Isle of France, should reach the Commanding Oflicer 
of the .Armament destined to proceed from Batavfrt agaim;t that 
Island. For which purpose I rec1ucst your ExecllenC'y to dispatch 
without clelay an .Advice Iluat to l{atavia, with the ltC<'Cssary 
information, acldressed to Vice Admiral Ilainier, Major Oeneml 
lhircl, Colonel W cllcsley, or the llritish Ofiicer commanding at 
Batavia. I urnlerstarnl that such a comrnm1ieation from vonr 
Excellency may reach Batavia previou~ly to the period at \\'l1ieh 
the Expcuition may he rcacly to proeecu from thcn<'e to the fale 
of }<'ranee. In any event however I wish your E. ccllency to 
urnlerstarnl that the Expedition will not wait at DataYia for the 
lteceipt of Ad\'ices from your Excellency. 

18. l onr Excellency will please to direct that the , \cl vice Boat 
proceecling to Batavia he furnished. with a ( 'opy of the Signals 
established between tho Armament anu your Exeollt'n<-y, as tho 
..Armament may possibly fall in with the A<hi(·c Boat liet \1·ec11 
Batavia and the Isle of l•'ranee. 

10. As the necessity of obtaining auy aid in Troops from the 
GoYemment of tho Cape may he c011siderl'cl to he in Home• dcgrt•e 
eventual, ancl to clepeucl on the state of your information "ith 
respect to tho amount of the fort·e in the Ji;Jt, of' FrarH·e, your 
Exc:elleney may possibly be ol' opinion that any applit·atio11 to 
~ir George Yon.!.:C may lie avoiclecl; and the indispensililc• 11\'el' · 'ity 
of obsen-ing the strictest secrecy wit It n•ganl Io any plan of 
operation against the Isle of France certainly rl'11d1•rd it achi~alilo 
to restmin "ithin as narrow limit as po~silile the corn111u11il'atio11 
of the ohject of the Armament i11 Irulia. 

20. Under this imprc~sion 1 ham hacl the honor to enclogp to 
your Excellency my Di;;patclw fur Sir ( leor~1• Yonge 011 tl1is 
imhject, awl I leave it to ·0111· l·>cellerw ·'s di. cretion either to 
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lleliver them, or to snpp1·e11s them altogether, acconling to your 
ju1lgement. 

21. If your Excellency should deem it advisable to make any 
commtmi~ation to Rir George Yonge on this important sulijed, or 
if any Troops shoul<l be emharked on board your Excellency's 
Squadron from the Cape with a view to the proposed Expedition, 
I eanwslly recommend that an Embargo be laid on all the l)orts 
within the juris1lidion of the C1oYernmcnt of the Cape from the 
time of the deli rnry of my l lispal<'hcs to His Excellency the 
Governor, until a snllicim1t period of time shall have elapsed after 
the departure of your Excellency's Rquadron, to preYent the 
danger of any pramatnre disclosure of our intentions to the 
Gornrnrncnt of the Isle of :France. I have, &c. 

Fo1n 1\'1LLIAM, 2Gth January 1801. 

1>.S.-If the Troops for which I applied to , ir George Yonge 
hy my dispatches on the I'1·inrrss :Afary Rhall not hn:ve left the 
Cape when these dispatches shall reach your Excellency, and if it 
should he Sir George Yonge's intention to afford me the aid of 
the Troops required by my dispatches on the 1'1·incrs8 l,Jary, I 
request your Excellenc to employ those Troops in the first 
instance to cooperate with the Armament from India against the 
Isle of France; from whence they may suhsequently either proceed 
to Irnlia, or rernain to form the UaniRon of the Island according to 
Colonel \Vellesley's arrallgements. In the case supposed in this 
Postscript (namely that the Troops re(1uired by me from Sir 
Ueorge Yonge should be nearly prepared lo embark) it wiU of 
course lie necessary for your l~xeellency to communicate with 
Sir George Yonge of my views against the Isle of :France. 

(Initialed) W. 
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[Copy.] 

Proclamation by SIR GEORGE YmrnE. 

\Vhoroas the preservation of the Woodlands of this Colony has 
always been an object of the constant care of tho Government, 
and Regulations have from time to time heen made for this 
purpose by its authority . 

.And whereas in the year 1786 certain permanent Commi1isaries 
were named, and appointed by the Governor Van do Graaft; who 
were empowered to superintend arnl direct eYorything concerning 
the said ·woodlands; ancl also to contract for the due cutting 
and Sale of Timber from the saill Woodlands, the wholo of which 
was placed under the Controul of tho said. Commi:saries, who w •re 
also authorized to regulate everything concerning the Coasting 
Tra<le to and from the several Bays of this Colony, in order to 
provide for the supply of Corn and Timber, and other produce to 
Cape Town. 

And ·whereas in 17()2 on the recommendation and direction of 
the Commissaries General, the Governor and Council directell the 
then permanent Commissaries to report to them such regulations 
as appeared most proper for the preserrntion of tho Haid ·wood­
lands, as also for the annual Sale thereof in Lots, in just arnl 
due proportions, and also for the better regulation of the CoastiJJg 
Trade and navigation of the Uolony, in all the Bays on tho Coast ; 
which permanent Commissaries did accorclingly JteporL their 
opinions and propose various Hegulations ou th(•se Sul,jects, which 
were afterwards appove<l of by the Governor iu Council. 

And whereas many of the said ltegulations appear extremely 
useful and well adapted for the purpos • inter1ded, and as it will ho 
of great advantage to tho Colony to renew all([ revi. e the sarne, as 
also to make such new Hegu1Ltious as by the lapi;e of time ex­
perience has shewn to lie necossary. 

I have therefore Judged it proper in Conformity to the said 
Ordinances of 178G aud 17()2 to appoint afl([ I do hereliy appoint 
l'ermanent Cornmis~aries Ono for Cape Distriet and Stellm11Josch, 
One for Zwollendam District, and One for Uraaff Heine(, with foll 
power:;; to superintend, direct and manage the several l<'on•s(s aucl 
\Voods in 01,tc 1'.'i1Jl'£1 /,a/lll am! tbe Forest and \Voocls i11 the 
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neighbourhood of Pleitenuerg's Bay, l\fossel Day, Algoa Bay, ancl 
parts adjacent ; as also all other Forests and W ood1ancls in this 
Colony. 

And I do hereby vest them with full powers to provide for the 
preservation of the \Voodlands in all the said Districts respectively, 
for which purpose I luwe directc<l a Commission to be made out to 
each of them for their rcRpective Districts. 

Oranting to them all the same powers as were formerly granted 
to permanent Commissiouern, That is to say, to direct the cutting 
and selling of the Timber on the saitl \V oodlands, in just ancl 
regular lots successi rely; or else lo contract with any person or 
persons fur cutting aml selling the ~arne at the sernral rates and 
according to the Hules herein after mentioned; ancl none other to 
be allowed to cut or Rell the same, Lut such as shall be so 
authorized Ly the said Commissaries or by persons ucputcd and 
appointed by them for that purpose Ly ,rnnant under their 
hands. 

·with power also to appoint proper Surveyors and Inspectors, 
whose uuty it will be to watch over the \Voodlands, and visit the 
same ; and prevent the waste or uestroying or burning the said 
·woodlands, or injuring the Young Tim her ; with power also to 
grant Licences for cutting the said Timher, without which none is 
to be cut, such Licences to be gr.mteu on paying to the Com­
missaries the Fees herein macle payalJle on such Licences; the 
said Licences to he registered by the sai<l Commissaries, or such 
person or persons as shaU be <leputed or authorized. by them, which 
register shall contain the date of the Lie •nee, the name of the 
person to whom it is grautecl, the quantity of Timber to be cup, 
and the time for which the said Licence shall continue, and within 
which the said Timber shall be cut and carried away, and to what 
place it is to be carried. 

The person obtaining such Licence shall carry or cause the same 
to he carried to the lm,pector, who thereupon shall cause the proper 
Trees or Lots to Le marked or mun Lcred which are to be felled, 
and ,;hall direct ancl superintend the felling of the same, and he is 
to take care that the Haurn he <lone arnl completed in the manner, 
and within the time Hpccificcl in such Licences; and also to register 
the date of the sai<l Licence, arnl the name of the person ol>taining 
it, arnl the time for which it is allowed lo run, and also to register 
the marks and 1mrnlJern of the Trees felled in pur,mance of such 
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Licence, and the time when the same were cut and carried away, 
the said Inspector taking as fonn<>rly ~ix RLivers for every trne so 
marked and delivered pursuant to such Licence and no more, Lhe 
said Fee to be paid by the holder of tho said Licence umler the 
penalty of Twenty :Firn Uixdollars payable to Govemmcut for 
every tree not marked and numbere<l, or fur nut observing the 
Conditions contained in such Licences, or not paying the Raid 
:Fee, and also under the penalty of forfeiting the Licence, and being 
incapable of ever haYing another Licence granted. 

On the arrival of any of the Timl>er so felled accor<ling to the 
Licence at any of the Bays of the said Colony report is to be 
made thereof to the postholder or other proper Officer to be ap­
pointed for that purpose, who is thereupon to make an entry of the 
Quantity of the said Timber, and the marks, number, and dimen­
sions of each piece, which the person bringing the same is to 
deliver to him for that purpose, and also the marks with which 
they are marked, and the <late of the Licence 1m<l.0 r which such 
Timber was cut, on receipt of which a Certificate thereof is to he 
given to the person delivering the same, to be by him produce<l. on 
his arrival at the place of his destination ; and tlw like Hegulations 
to be observed with respect to all timber not carried to any of the 
said Bays, but transported inland, and the papers in that case to 
be exhibited to the proper Officers to he appointed for that purpose, 
and the like duty to be paid on Sale as if sold in Cape Town. The 
duty to be charged is to be in proportion to the quantity of timber 
allowed to be cut in each Licence, and payable on granting the 
same, that is to say four Skellings arnl two Stivers a load of the 
said Timber, an<l. no Timber shall be taken away until payment of 
the said Duty. 

All Timber not sold by public Vendue shall previous to any 
Sale lJy private contraet be certifi()([ lo the permanent Commissary, 
who shall thereupon charge the Harne Fee and duty as if l-\olcl by 
public V en<.lue, accor<l.ing to the market price then current of such 
Timber. 

ProYided always that the powers herein granted to the per­
manent Commissary shall not extend to llw allowi111-i any of the 
Woodlarnls herein after mentione<l tu he cut or Hol<l by licence or 
otherwise, that is tu Ray, Lo any pt1rt of tlie ·woo1llawl calle<l or 
known by the name of Uruot I 'ud1'1's JJosrh cxl1•rnli11g in a 1lirection 
nearly Rast liy '\Yest from the (/rm/ I'm/JI' Hin,· along LIIC fool, 
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of the range of fountains towards Point Fcrmo.~rl near Plcttcnbcrg'.~ 
JJ".IJ· But the said CommissarieH arnl thei • Officers are hereby 
fltridly charged and commarnlccl to prated the whole of the Raid 
\V oodlands from being cut, and from all manner of spoil or waste, 
and in orcler to preYent any part of it being cul, burnt or otherwise 
wantonly damaged or defltroyed, to prohibit the same by public 
notice, and to cause any offender against this Command to be 
severely puui. heel 

The Commissaries arc to enter all their proceeding,; in a Book 
to be kept for that puqlose, ancl to tramnnit a Duplicate of it 
annually to (;overnment; and in case of any Contract being 
made with any person or persons for cutting Timber, the same 
shall he made in ·writing, and a duplicate transmitted to Uovcrn­
ment. 

ProYiclcd also that the duties hereby directed to he paicl as afore­
said. shall not be payable on any firc,vood hr0ught to Cape Town 
or elsewhere, as Fuel, from any of the aforesaid District , but that 
the same shall and may be brought and Sold by Public or private 
Sale free of Duty. 

l'rovided also that the . aid Commissaries ,:hall oblige the everal 
Officers employed under U1em to aecount with them every month 
for all ~fonies Received by them umler their authority; which 
together with all such Mo ies as shall he receinid hy the i-aid 
Commissaries in pursuance of those Regulations, shall be ac­
counted for l>y them to the Receiver General every three Months. 

And in order to prevent any dispute arising, or complaint being 
mmle, hy or among the Inhabitants of the said \Voodlands, ancl 
especially of 01ttniq11a Lru11l concerning their being justly paid for 
the Tim her Cut & Sold pursuant to the 'e Hegulations ; it is hereby 
further ordered,, directed, that the , aid Timber shall he regularly 
paid for, at Mos el Bay or any of the other Bays, on producing 
the Certificates and other Documents re,1 uircd to lie pro<lucecl 
hefore the postlwlcler, hy these Jte"ulations, such payment to be 
macle, either in the Currency of the Colony, or in Bills of exchangll 
or in goocls \\rares c 1\forehanclize, at the option of the parties to 
whom the money is <lue, ancl the payment is to be made, with­
out any framl, deceit, or nnreasonahlc excuses whatso •vcr and 
"ithout cl •lay, on the <lelivery of the said Timber as afor,sai<l. 

Ancl in onler to preYCnt any 1\101101,oly or any undue preference, 
or pr •lernk,l claim to any a11lhority or preference what o 'Ver, in 
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carrying on the said llusiness, or cornlucting the Coasting Tnulc 
in any of the Bays of the Colony, It is hereby further orllerecl arnl 
declared, that it shall be free to all His Majesty's Rnbjeets, in­
habiting this Colony, to trade to all or any of the Bays on the 
Coasts of the Colony, only subject, to such commercial Rules arnl 
Hestrictions as are already established respecting the Trade and 
commerce of the Colony, but without being obliged to take out 
any general or special permission or Licences so to do, and Subject 
only to the following Regulations.-

Every Ship or Vessel, clearing out for any of the Bays on the 
Coasts of this Colony shall previously make a declaration of the 
Ship and Cargo, and of the port or llay to which the said Rhip is 
bound, and at which the said. Cargo is to be <lelivered, aml shall 
enter into a recognizance for the clue performance of the Voyage 
agreeable to the said ueelamtion, and thereupon a Coasting permit 
shall be granted to the saiu Ship and l 1argo on the above Con­
ditions; which on the arrival of the same at the clmitined port, 
shall be exhibiteu to the l'osthohler, or other proper Officer 
appointed or to be appointed at the said l'ort for that purprn-;e, 
upon whose Certificate of the arrival of the said Ship, & larnling of 
the said Cargo at the said Port, the sai<l Hecognizance shall be 
discharged, otherwise to be strictly enforced. And in case any 
Vessel so discharged, or un<lischarge<l, or partly discharged, shall 
have occasion to proceed to any other part of the Coast, or to 
return to the Port they came from, the sai<l l'ostlwlder, or other 
proper Officer, shall grant a similar Licence, or permit, on similar 
Conditions, to authorize such Vessel to procee<l to such other port 
or Bay, on her arrival at which the same dornments shall be 
exhibited at such other port, arnl a similar Certificate arnl discharge 
given under the same restrictions, and so from l'ort to l'ort, ttll(l 
to any of the Bays of the Colony. 

I>rovidcd always, that no Contrabaml <lo0tlH, nor any Commerce 
contrary to the King's orders in Council or any of the Lawi; 

of the Uolony shall in any wise be carried on, urnler Colom ol' 
such Coasting Trade; but the same shall he pnnislwd arnl all such 
Offences be liable to the same peuallies as are now inflicted tm 

illicit Trade. 
Given un<ler my IIarnl & Real at the ( 'aslfo ol' ( :oo<l J 101,' this 

~Gth day of ,January 1801. 

 

 



Rcco1·ds of the Cape Cofon!J. 421 

Loll(lon G(l:cllc. 

At the Uo11rl //[ St. J,11111·s's, the 11th of February 1801, Present the 
KiJLg's Jlo8t B,·crllrnt J,frrjcsty in C'ou ncil. 

\Vhcroas l>y Onler in Council, bearing date the 28th of December 
17UG, His ifajesty was pleased, among other Things contained in 
the 1,ai<l Order, to declare it to ho His I>loasure, that no Goods, 
\Vares, or J\ferchandize which should he imported into the :-;ettle­
ment of the Cape of Good Hope, or the Territories or Dependencies 
thereof, from any Part of His Majesty's l )ominions should he 
subject to any I)uty ; His Majesty haYing taken in His Hoyal 
Cou,-ideration the present State of the Trade, CommercP,, and 
ne,enues of the saill Settlement, and the Territories and Depen­
dencies thereof, is hereby pleased, by and with the AdYice of His 
Privy Council, to revoke, and doth hereby revoke so much of the 
said Order of the 28th Decem her 1706, as exempts from l )uty any 
Goods, \Vares, or ~ferchandize which shall, after due Notice to be 
giYen by the Go,ernor of the said Rettlement, as hereinafter 
directed, be importell into the said :-;ettlement, or the Territori0s 
or J)ependencies thereof, c.xce >t Cloods, \Vares, and Merch:mdiz0s of 
the Growth, Produce, or :\fauufacture of Great Britain or Ireland ; 
ancl so much of the ,-ai1I Onler shall, from and after such due 
Notice, ceaRe and lletermine : Arnl His Majesty is further pleased 
to declare, and it is hereliy <ledarecl, that it shall and may be 
lawful for the (/overnor of the said :-;cttlemeut, and of the 
Tcnitorics ancl ])epernlencies thereof, for the Time being, t(! 
impose on all Uoocls, \VarcR, and l\fon:handize not of the Growth, 
Procluce, or Manufacture of (heat EriLaiu or Irelan<l, which shall 
he importecl into the saicl Settlement, or the Territories or Depen­
dencies thereof, from any Part of His Majesty's ])ominions, after 
such due Notice, a Duty not exceeding Ten per Cent on the Value 
thereof, such l)uty Lo be rated and collectell in the same :Manner 
as i~ in Use with reg:ml to the Import Duty now le,ied at the 
saicl Hettlement, au<l the Territories arnl J)ependencies thereof, 
from and in Ships a)l(l V c~sels belonging to the :-;ubjecls of 
( 1011utrieR arnl :-;talcs in Amity with His 1\lajesty, and upon the 
< :omls arnl l\fcrcharnlizl'S imported in the Harne. 

l'roYidell always, That the Commencement of such Duty shall 
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be fixed in the Proclamation, or other lawful Instrument, which 
shall be made and issued by the said Governor for the Purpose of 
imposing such Duty, which time shall uot be less than Rix Months 
from the Day of issuing such l'roclamalion or other lawful Instru­
ment : And provide<l also, That the R:tte of Duty imposed on the 
Importation of Goods (not the Growth, I>roduce, or Manufacture 
of Great Britain or Ireland) from any Part of His Majesty's 
Dominions, when so imported in British-built Vessels, owned and 
navigated acconling lo Law, shall in no Case be so high as that 
which shall l>e imposed on the like Goods so imported in the 
Vessels of Foreign States. 

(Signed) 

[Copy.] 

Proclamution by Sm GEORGE YONGE. 

Whereas it appears hy the HepresentaLions made to me by the 
Burgher Senate and by the Corn Committee that it is highly 
necessary to use every possible means to reduce the Consumption 
of wheat throughout the Colony, and more JJarticularly in Cape 
Town and its Environs, I therefore think proper to resort to such 
measures and Expedients as have heretofore been usual in similar 
cases, and in pursuance of this Resolution I hereby onler and 
direct that from and after the 15th day of the present Month of 
February, one kind only of Bread shoulu he made of the whole 
:Flour as it comes from the Mill after taking therefrom the coarse 
Bran or Simmels not exceediug the proportion of ten lbs. out of 
every hun<lre<l lbs. of 1\1eal. 

And I hereby further order that after the l Gth Day of this 
present Month no Cakes or oLher Articles of 'onfectionery r 
pastry made from .Flour shall he made for sale. 

And whereas the foregoing Orders and Regulations will have the 
com;cquences of llepriYing the Bakers of a part of the fair arHl 
ordinary profits of their tnule, I uo hereby order arnl direet that in 
order to encourage them to supply to their eustomers good whole­
some, nutritious, and well lmke<l Bread, the price of Breacl baked 
from the whole Meal as before mentiune<l shall be fixeu and remain 
till further orders at the rate of 1 lb. and i for two t:\livcrs, and 
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very haker or other person transgressing the foregoing Orders and 
Uugulations heruby established shall be subjected to the penalty 
of Fi\'o IInn<l.re<l. Hix<l.ollars for every offunce so committe<l.. 

An<l. whereas as it may bu necessary that a small <]_Uantity of 
white Brea<l. should bu mrule, or a small <]_uantity of fine Flour 
:,ifte<l for the usu of aged, infirm or sick persons, I hereby authorize 
an(l empower the Burgher Senate to make such or<l.ers and 
Hegulations to that effect as they may from time to time judge 
nuce ·sary or expedient. 

And I hereby forbi(l all Bakers or other persons except such as 
may be duly authorized by the Burgher Renate, from making of 
white Bread and from sifting or bolting of Meal for the purpo e of 
separating or taking fine .Flour therefrom, and no Bakor or Miller 
is to sell or otherwise <lispose of any :Meal or :Flour to any person 
whatever without the special Licence or authority so to do from 
the Burgher Senate, or such persons as may be empowered to grant 
such Licence or authority under the penalty of Fifty Tiixdollars 
for every pound of )leal or Flour so sold or disposed of. 

And moreover I would have it clearly understood that it is the 
Main End and Intention of the foregoing Orders and Regulations 
to pro, ide that the whole of the Corn delivered to the Bakers 
shall be baked into Brca~for the use of the Inhabitants, or into 
Biscuit for the supply of shipping under the orders and Regulations 
already made respecting HiHcuit. 

(;iven under my Hand & Seal at the Castle of Goo<l Hope this 
11th Jay of Fe!Jrnary 1801. 

(Signed) GEO. YOXGE. 

[Copy.] 

J'rocltrmalio,i U!J Sm Gi-:m:r;i,: YONGE. 

\Yhereas the increasing al\ll it, is to l,e feared well foumbl 
apprehensions that the q uaul i ty of \I heat in the Colony is not 
equal to the usual annual consumption, make it necessary that 
( lo\'\•rnmeni shoul<l coniinuu tu ]llll'flUe sueh means as may ensure 
not, only an impartial arnl equal <fo,trilmtion, hut also the most 
]>rovidcnt and n·conornieal use of the Stock of Corn in hand, on 
extraordinary occasion:; of thi' l,ind it becomes neccs ary to (lop:n-t 
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from the general principles of lcgislatiYe policy and to have rcronrnc 
to measures which might be cleemccl severe, lmt from the pecnliarit:y 
or special nature of the Circumstances by which they arc dictated. 

Under the impression of these principles, and goYcrned by the 
most anxious solicitude for the general welfare, I judgell it 
expedient to fix by my Proclamation of the 4th Decemher the 
standard. price of Wheat and to make other Regulations regarding 
thereto, which have already been attell(led with the most advan­
tageous effect. 

But in order to give fuller and more beneficial operation to the 
Orders and llegnlations alreatly established respectin" Wheat, it 
appears to me ahsolutely necessary that the price of Barley also 
should be fixetl during such time as the apprehensions of scarcity 
may make it necesRary to continue a fixell price on Bread Corn. 

The reasons for such a measure are sul!i( icntly obvious, in as 
much as it is notorious that by the practices of artful and interested 
people, the price of Barley is raised Yery much ahove the proportion 
it ought to bear to the 1,rice of \Vheat; all(l the Farmer is thereby 
tempted to bring Harley to :Market all(l to consume \Vheat in the 
feeding of Cattle and for other unsuital>le purposes, and if such 
disproportion in the price of those Articles is ,mlforell to continue 
the eYil will be still more encreasell by the Farmer directing his 
labour to the Culti mt.ion of Barley in preference to \Vhcat. 

It is therefore upon the foregoing Considerations, and upon the 
moRt mature deliberation, that I think proper to order, ancl I do 
her~hy orller, that the priee of Barley bronght into Cape Town or 
its environs shall lie fixed arnl remain till fmther orclern at the 
rate of Three Hixdollars a11ll four skellings the l\foid, which is 
considered tt fair rate, allowing an ample profit to lhe Fanner for 
his Labour, more especially as the C'rop of Harley this season has 
been an abundant one, all(l in orller that the public may llerive 
the full adrnntages that are intm1de1l hy these r1•gulatious, I tlo 
hereby order that no Barley shall he i;oltl at or in any other place 
exce}Jt the regular l\larket in Cape Town, under thC' penalty of 
:Five II urnlrell Hixclollars being le, iell holh on the Vend.er and the 
purchaser, l.Jesilles coniiscation of the Harley ilidf, llll(l should any 
person or pen-iuns lie detected in purchasing or laying up in storo 
a greater lputntity than what is absolntoly neeessary for their owu. 
consumption, in onler privately lo retail the same at a higher rate 
than what is herein laid down awl pre ·cribud, such per on or 
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persons shall upon conviction pay the sum of One Hundred 
lti xdollars for every )1uid of Barley so bought up · or retailed, the 
whole of which penalty shall be pai<l to the Informer. 

It is io be hoped that it will be no longer necessary to interpose 
the authority of Government in regulating or fixing the price of 
Grain, after the Blessing of plenty shall he again restored to the 
Colony. But in the mean time, and in order the sooner to obtain 
so de1-,imhle an end, I think it highly expedient to stimulate the 
Farmers to Exertion arnl Industry, by holding out to them the fair 
prospect of their labours meetin!,{ a suital,le reward. 

It is allowed that the price at present paid of Forty three 
nixdollars for the Load of Ten :Mnids of Wheat is a high price, if 
the IIarrnst is moderately good. 

In ortler therefore to giYe every possible Encomagement to the 
]◄'armer to cultivate a greater riuantity of '\Vheat than usual, I feel 
it my duty to giYe, and I hereby give, the solemn assurance of 
Government that the price now fixed of Forty three llixdollars per 
load shall not he diminished before the Month of May 1802. 

And I think proper as a further inducement to the :Farmers to 
exert them~elves to the utmost to declare that if a failure should 
take place in the produce of the next year's Crops, That Govern­
ment will in such event t{!ke into its most serious consideration 
the propriety of making such an enerease to the present establi bed 
price as may bear a just proportion to the riuantity of Grain 
pr0<luccd. 

Be it urnlcrstood that it is hy no means the intention of Govern­
menL to encourage the UultiYaiion of Wheat, to the Exclusion of 
other Orain, lmi on the contrary to recommend to the ]:◄'armers to 
till all(l sow as much Lawl as possible with Grain of all kinds, but 
more espeeially Wheat, Barley & Hye. 

IL is also to be unclersto0<l that the Jtcgulations contained in 
these JlresGnis have no reference whaternr to the price at which 
Jlarley has lieen supplied lo the Cnnnnissary General for His 
Majrn;ty's Servico, as that must remain the same as before estab­
]ishecl. 

Given under rny Hand & Seal at, Lhc Casile of Good Hope this 
Llth clay of l<'el>rnary 180 l. 

(Signed) GEO. YONGE. 
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ror:iginal.J 

Letter frmn Sm GEORGE Yo~cm to the HIGHT HoxoUHABLE 

lIENHY DUNDAS. 

CAPE 'l'ow~, Fwy. 18th 1801. 

Srn,-It is with great Concern that I }rnye to announce to you 
the Distress of this Colony, arising from the "\Vant of Prm i.-ions 
owing to the Failure of the Crops. Corn has heen above fl/ the 
English Bushell, and tho it is now reduced to about 5/fl Ly tlte 
Ilegulations I have made, yet, by the Heport of the Bmgltcr 
Senate, on the State of the Harvest, which is now just over, there 
is reason to fear, there will not he stock to last l>eyond Sept'. next 
certainly not to the next Harvest. 

In this Distress Hice is the only Hesource, of this unfortunately 
there is but little at present, and the price is above li(l. per lb. 
Vessells have therefore been Dispatched to Bengal, Ma(lr,1s, and to 
l~io Janeiro, for supnlies, hut it is the Demand from Englarnl of 
5000 Ton from India, will make our Supply from thence uncertain, 
and we are preparing to send for some from 1\la(lagascar. I "ish 
these Measures may relieve u , otherwise I fear the effects on the 
Public Peace which the Cahals of the (lis. afccterl l'eoplc may 
attempt to produce, but every Caution will be taken tu pre, cut 
this. 

It is possible that the Rupplics w bich may ]Jc olJtainrnl from 
Hio Janeiro can only be paid fur by Bills on Englarnl, a carefull 
Supercargo is sent to rcgnb.tc this, and as soon as the Y essell 
returns with her Cargo, so that the Cost can be ascertained, If this 
should prove to he the ('a!';o, the Amount of all such liills as 
may have heen drawn on England, shall lm tranRfcrnl from 
the Colonial Hevenue, and paid into the l'a.y :\la tcr <:eneral 
Department, to bo by Him sent to England, or dispose<! of as 
Govemment shall think proper to order. The Carcro 'S c.-Jl\'detl 
from Bengal, and Madras I have ,lesiretl may he drawn for, on the 
Hevenues of this Colony, the communication bl'ing em,y, am! I am 
misurc<l the Presidencies Ull(lcr whose J lircetion l lul\ e placed 
this Matter will have no ohje ·tion to this ~leth(J(l. 

Every Step is in the mean time taken tu rcmClly the E, il, l,y 
forbidding any \Vl1irn B1eau l1y restrniuiug the amouut of the 
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Issues to each Family, according to their number, among the Hcst 
the nation to the Troops is reduced from 1½ lb. p Day to 1 lb gi,ing 
them a Compensation in Money of :kl p \V eek, Hair Powder is 
also forbid, and in alldiiion to these Precautions, \Ve have given 
encouragement to the Farmers, to grow next year b:v engaging to 
secure them the sale of their whole Produce at ':'J/6 p Bushell rmuly 
money on delivery for which l'urposc, a Corn Committee is 
estalilished which is now paying to the Farmers at this rate, and 
Magazines are hired to reccirn ,vhatever is thus brought to Go.-ern­
ment, while onlers arc sent to the Landrost::;, in the Interior, to 
encourage the }'armers to bring their Corn to the Coast, where 
Yessells ,Yill he sent to recei vc it. 

The Arrival of the Expedition under Rir Home Popham, is under 
these Circumstances rather inconvenient from the difftculty of 
supplying them, but every Exertion is made to do it, and I hope 
they will be ready to go next week, tho half the Convoy is not yet 
arrived. 

This will be sent by the Vannw from Bengal, which has touched 
here on her way to England. She carries also Dispatches from the 
Marquis Wellesley and brings advice that an Expedition haYing 
3000 Troops on Board sailed from Calcutta in N ovr. last, and 
that Batavia was Blockadei,i hy Admiral Hainiers Squadron. 

Everything in the Interior remains quiet, tho Guyka still avoids 
giving any Answer to our Offers of Peace and Friendship, and His 
people continue their Predatory Inroads, but they arc repelld, and 
their Plunder generally recovered and The "Fear of the Firmness of 
Government will at least keep him quiet. In the mean time all 
the fugitive occupiers of Lands in Graaffe Heinet are returned. to 
the Cultivation of their Places, relying on the Protection, as well 
as the Mildness of the Brifr;h Government, which I am happy to 
find The :Measures that haYc been pursued by me, have Inspired 
them wit11, looking now up with Confidence, to Its Justice, to Its 
lI umauity and BeneYolenee, as well as Firmness. 

The Ollicial retum of the present Htate of the District proves 
this. The nmnher of Occupiers arc now about U000, of which 
about 7000 are IIotteutot Servants, besides HlaYcs. This Number 
is rather more than there was lit.fore the Troul1lc:=; c ·cept about 
1 li00 Hottentots, "bil'h I am sorry to say The Troubles have 
certainly dri, en away and llcstroyc<L The .\mount of the Li Ye 
Stock still remainiug in the llistrict 11otwithstantliug the Troul,lcs, 
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and still continuing Depredations, amounts to about 100,000 IIcacl 
of Cattle and about !)00000 Sheep, and the greatest Luxuriance or 
Pasture now rein-ns tb.ere owin£r to the abundant seasonable mins 

0 ' ~ 

that have lately fallen, previous to that Drought was very Dis-
tressing, and in addition to this, Swarms of Locusts had sprea(l 
themselves over the Country for many miles, making very great 
Devastation, when suddenly, soon after the Hain an ImmenRe 
Flight of Birds, known only to come periodically, was seen in 
Numbers that Darken'd the Sky, which wheeling round where the 
Locusts were devouring the Land, fell upon them and in a Rhort 
time, there was not a Locust left alive, this ProYidential Deliver­
ance is work'd by a Small Bird of };'light something like a Swallow, 
or between that and a Red Start. The Boors call them emphatic­
ally, the Locust Destroyers, and have no other name for them. 
Forerunners usually precede the Main Body, by which the Farmer 
knows his deliverance is approaching, when nothing else could 
save him. The Locusts if not thus destroyed at that time would 
soon have laid their Eggs, and thus perpetuate(l their l)evaflta­
tions. The Crops of Corn have howeYer suffered fro:n them 
irretrievably, tho tl1e Pasture has recovered, But it is chiefly a 
Country of Pasture, The Cultivation of Corn not 11eing very 
prevalent as yet. But I am in Hopes that hy the encouran-ement 
held out, especially by the facility of lJringing Corn Coastways 
Agriculture will be encouraged throughout all the Interior. The 
Dutch did this and Juul great magazirws here of Corn, whieh they 
made an Article of Export tr:ule. These :Magazines were full 
when the English cnme here, hut they were soon emplyed, a1ul 
have been neglecte<l ever since. The ltevival of them, I hope will 
proYe beneficial to the Colony, and even to Great Britain tho at 
}_)resent we labour under great Dillicul ties. 

The Usual Directions have been given for i,ernling home such 
l'uhlic Accounts, and Public Acts, as m·e rea<ly, which will come 
l>y this UonYeyance. I have &c. 

(Signed) 
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[ U nsignctl Duplicate. l 
J>rimtc L,tt,,r fmui fim GEORGE Yo:-;cm to the HrcaIT 

IIo:--ouit.\BLE IIE~RY Du~mAs. 

CAPE TOWN !!)th Feby. 1801. 

Rm,-Sornral prirnte Uhannclls though no official ones, having 
lately annouuce<l to me, that it was likely to be His Majestys 
l'luasure, that I shoulcl lio relieved from this Government, and 
permitted to return I think it right to take the opportunity of the 
1Ta n1111rs sailing for England, to say, that as in my coming out 
here, so in my Heturn, I most clwarfully, and readily obey His 
l\1ajestys Commamls, whether in se)l(ling me to the remotest 
Hegions of the Earth, or in commanding my Hervices at Home. 
Sure I am that I have ever experienced that Goodness, Grace and 
Favor, from Him, That all must experience that serni Him, and I 
am as sure that of all who servo Him, however they may excell in 
other HespecU;, none can ever serve him with more pure, and dis­
interested zeal, all(l .Fidelity, than I have now for 20 years, nor, 
if I may presume to say it, with a warmer Attachment to His 
l\fajestys Person, as well as his Government, nor do I presume to 
i--ay this, as any ~Ierit lmt as a Proof, I hope, of my never having 
lieen wanting, either in the Sen~e of my Duty, nor in the faithfull 
Discharge of it. 

Having said thus much, Sir, J have little more to trouble you 
with, excepting that llfter haYing thus served the best of Masters, 
I hope to His Ratisf:tetion not scrupliug at an aclvanced time of 
Life, at a l\Iome11ts \\'arning and a mo:;t unexpected Summons to 
go at once from the Latitude riff X to :1-!0 :::louth, antl cross the 
Ulobo 011 a Yoyage of at least 9000 Miles without knowing haYiug 
ne,·er heen at Sea, How for tho fatigue of such a Voyage might or 
might not ruin my Constitution. I know I can rely, and I do 
rely, most entirely, on His 11a,iestys Uooclness, for such a l\fark of 
J<'arnr, all(l Heward, for my HumlJle Services, as that Goodness 
alone can suggest, or as I may he permitted to pray for. And I 
de:,ire to lie laid at His l\fajestys Feet, assuring Him of my really 
Obe,lience to His C11mmarnls. This I can mo t safely say, That as 
.Zeal alone prompted, as It eYer has done, my prompt and perfect 
Ol1e1lie111'1\ Hll I han: 1,een as <li~inleret;ted, ,ts l lta\"e been true, in 

 

 



430 Records of the Cape Colony. 

the Performance of the Duty which that Zeal imposed upon me, 
without regard to any Idea of any other Nature, so that, to confess 
the Truth, as far as relates to any l>rofit, or Gain, The Expences 
of my Equipment, and my Situation here (my Residence here having 
been so short) have been sueh, That I shall return no Richer than 
I went out, or rather much poorer, tho I thank God not poorer in 
Spirit, nor in Zeal and Attachment to my Sovereign. 

:For the rest, all Discussion on any Topic being now useless, and 
having already given you more trouble than enough, I have only 
to thank you for your Attention to me, and hoping I may rely 
on the Continuance of your Good Wishes. I haYe &c. 

[ Original. J 
Letter Jr01n Sm GEORGE YONGE to the RIGHT HONOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CAPE TOWN Feby. 20th 1801. 

Sm,-I did myself the Honor of writing to you to acquaint you 
with the arrival of Mr. W. Duckitt, with his Assistants in the 
Agricultural Department and I also had the Honor of sending you 
an account of the l>ublic Services he had already rendered to 
Government. 

I have now the Honor to acquaint you, that every Day furnishes 
new l>roofs of the Wisdom of the Measure of sending him out, of 
the good Effects likely to be produced from it, and of the Zeal and 
Activity, with which he pursues the Objects you recommended to 
him. 

I have agreeable to your desire afforded him every Protection in 
my l>ower, and lent him every assistance He desires, and it is with 
great Satisfaction that I can now say His Exertions, and Example, 
begin to produce the best 1':ffects, and the }'armers instead of being 
prejudiced and obstinate are become convinced of the Advantage 
of superior Skill in, and superior Instruments of, Husbandry, nor 
would he want Employment if he was only occupied in making 
English Ploughs, and other Implements for those who wish to have 
them. 

He has now taken a Place helonging to Covernment al,out 20 
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1\files off, which having heen let at an annual Tient, I h11Ye thought 
it my Duty to ror1uire the continuance of the Ilcnt, and he has 
engaged, on ueing furnished ,vith the necessary assistance, which 
has lJOen <lone, to hold that :Farm as an experimental :Farm on 
account of Government, being allowed tho use of one other Place, 
not far from that, for a change of Pasture, and Timber for neces­
sary tT ses. Of these 1'1aces He is to keep an Account of the Returns, 
setting against this the Charge of a11 tho assistance furnished by 
(1overnment, rrrnl Ho is sanguine that in two years he will be able 
to repay all tho l'ha1-ge~, v,ith good Interest to Government, and 
he rnoans to hold himself accountable for the whole l'roduce of 
what Ho is thus poi'lse,;sod of. In addition to this, I have already 
stated tlte Beneficial manner, in which he has come forward to 
break a Coml,ination in the :;\feat Contract, The Details of which I 
need not arrain trouble you with, and will only say, that he is 
fulfilling the Contract in Fact upon better Terms, as to the 
Deli\ cry, than Ho stipulated, and I am sure he will continue to 
do so, nor ha, e I the least Donut, but at the Expiration of the 
present Contract, which is for two years, He will lJy his Actfrity, 
and Exertions be enabled to fulfill your Wishes, by supplying both 
Army and NaYy on Terms most beneficial to Government, nor can 
any thing Le more Important than your having suggested this Idea 
to him, which I am confident Government will in time feel the 
goo<l Eifocts of, nor, could you have suggested, or entrusted this 
either to abler, or, what is ]Jetter, and, always most desirable, to 
Honester Hands. 

In Heturn for such f;en-ices so soon begun and performed, I 
haYe thought iL my Duty to ask him what Heward he wished to 
receive at the Hands of Govemment assuring him that both . my 
Instructions, arnl my Opinion empowered and disposed me to 
lif,ten to any reasonalile Proposal He might make, and I did not 
(lonl>i of its being approvrnl of. His answer was, that He wished 
only to luwe some Larnl, which might cuable Him to make further 
Exertimrn, arnl :-;et, an example, which wonl<l prove of the greatest 
l'nhlic Utility. Ou this Condition that, as the Land he already 
luul, He Rhonl(l reganl as the l'roperty still of Uovenunent and 
continue accountable hoth for the Hout, and Produce, Ile hoped 
the other LaiHl might he grante<l him, as some Heward for his 
coming out, a]l(l for his :-;enices, and he woul<l beg leave to point 
out :rncl cla;;s together, mteh Places as appearn<l to him most 
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suitable to be held together. He has accordingly pointed out 3 or 
4 Places, now vacant belonging to Government, which He hM 
begg'd as a Grant for himself as a Gratuity. On two of them 
there was an annual Rent reserved, on the others there was never 
any Value set, nor were they occupied, or of any profit to Govern­
ment. I have agreed to give him a Permanent Grant of these as a 
Gratuity fixing a Fine on each and requiring the present annual 
Rent to be still paid which is now fixed on the others, so that in 
Point of Revenue Government will lose nothing, besides in the 
first Instance gaining the Amount of the· Fine, and I hope here­
after, gaining the Public Advantage arising from the additional 
Cultivation and the Improvement of Agriculture to the whole 
Colony, and I am happy to think that a Foundation is, thus securely 
laid, for a very considerable addition to the Prosperity of the 
Colony as well as for the Attainment of the object proposed by 
the Wise Measure of sending Mr. Duckitt out, who I am convinced 
will in every Respect answer the Expectations of Government. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) GEO. YONGE. 

[Original.] 

Letter from VICE ADMIRAL Sm ROGER CURTIS to 
EVAN NEPKAN, ESQRE. 

Adamant, TABLII BAY, 

CAPS or Goo» HoPa, 20 Fthrva'1J 1801. 

Sm,-I am now to give you an account, for their Lordships' in­
formation, of the Naval occurrences here since my Letter of the 
12th ultimo. • 

The Lancaster sailed on the 23rd ultimo to relieve the Tremend<JU8 
off Rio de la Plata. 

Information having been received here that orders might be soon 
expected for embarking the 61st regiment of Infantry to go on a. 
particular Service, and a detachment of this Regiment being at 
Graaff Reynet on the Eastern extremity of the Colony, I ordered, 
on the 3rd instant, the Rattlesnake to proceed to Algoa Bay and 
bring the abovementioned detachment to this place. 
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On the 5th instant His Majesty's armed Ship tho Euffalo 
arrived here from Now South \Vales. 

On tho 12th instant the Roniney and Sensible Troop Ship arrived 
here, and the Victor Sloop on the 14th, the latter having parte<l 
with the Troop Ships the Sheerness and Wilhelmi/la on the pas!'lage. 
As Sir Home Popham will acquaint their Lordships with every thing 
rospocting his Squadron, it is needless for me to enter into any 
dotail thoroon. \Ve are giving every pos1-1ible assistance, and 
using every exertion to ena]Jle him to prosecute the ordors he is 
under. Sir Homo I>opham's Ships appear to have met with very 
had \V oather in their passage, for their demands on us for Topmasts, 
Yards, &c. have, compared with our stock, Leen very great indeed; 
and we havo been obliged to furnish them with no inconsideraLlc 
quantity of Sails, Cordage, &c. &c. 

Our a.pprohensions of a want of Brea.cl in the Colony encrease 
daily. Upon a conference between General Dundas and me on 
the subject, we came to a. determination to reduce the daily 
allowance of Bread to the Navy and Army. The formor arc at 
two thirds allowance, and the latter reduced in their rations nearly 
in the same proportion; and measures have been taken to lessen 
the general consumption. So short is my department in Bread 
that we had it not in our power to supply Sir Home l'opha.m's 
ShipA with the quantity w~nted for them, but they have been 
furnished with half Bread, and half Hice as a substitute for Bread. 
In my Leiter of the 12th ultimo I requested that 500,000 pou)l(ls 
of Broad with some J>ease might be sent hither as soon as possible, 
and I hope their Lordships will sec the necessity of so doing. For 
even though perhaps we may not be re<lnced to roal want before 
the next Harvest, it must unavoidably he a great length of tirnu 
hefore we can possibly get a stock of Bread beforehand to answer 
any emergency. I am &c. 

(Signed) HOGER UL'ItTIS. 

Ill. 
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[ Original. J 
Letter from MAJOR GENERAL nu~mAS to the Tir<:IIT 

HOXOURABLE HENRY DUNDAS. 

CAPE OF Goon HOPE, February 2!th lROI. 

Sm,-I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter dated the 29th of October last on the 12th instant and am 
to acquaint you that one Troop of the 8 Regiment of Light 
Dragoons one Company of the Royal Artillery with three Com­
panies of the fil Regiment ancl Eight pieces of field Artillery have 
this da~· embarked on board the Squadron commanded by Rir 
Home Popham whose intention it is to proceed to-morrow with 
the foremcntioned part of Col'. Auchmuty's detachment for the 
place of his destination. 

The Boml111y Stihiblr and Victor Sloop of war only belonging to 
Rir Home l'oplrnm's Squadron have as yet anirn<l at the Cape 
having had about :300 men of the G5 Hegiment on hoard a part of 
what is intenucd lo supply the place of the Gl negiment and which 
have been landed here acconlingly. 

All the C'amp 1◄:quipagc ammunition, entrenching Tool::;, medical 
and other stores which harn heen provided here for Colonel 
Aucbmuty's detachment have been put on hmml a small Yessel 
which has heen procured hrre ancl chartered for 1 [is Maje::;ty's 
Service in consequence of a representation macle hy Sir Home 
Popham that His Majesty's Ships were not ahle to stowe the 
several articles requi::;ite for the serviee of the Expedition in 
question And I am to a1ld that the remaining Seven Companies of 
the 61 Reginwnt being in perfect readinrss for going on f4hip hoard 
no time will be lost in dispatching them after the remaining ships 
of 8ir Home Popham's Squadron have anived an<l in readiness for 
receiving the forementioned Troops on hoard. 

It has afforded me much pleasure to learn that the 61 Regiment 
with the Company of Artillery will return to this station after an 
absence of a few months since the Uorps ahout to he detached 
forms a very important part of the military force here and the 
number of Artillery in particular being at present greatly inacle­
quate to the duties of the Uarrison. I have &c. 

(Signed) FH.\N('l8 l>l'~ll.\8. 

 

 



llc,wds of thr 0(/jlf' l'ulo,1y. 

l Copy.] 

Ltifrt j,·u11t the MARQUIS OF WELLESLEY lo Sm 
OEORGE YOJSGE. 

435 

FORT WILLIAM, l llfarch 1801. 

Rm,-1 have the honour to inform your Excellency that on the 
Cth ult0 • I received Dispatches from Mr. Secretary Dundas under 
<late the Gth of October 1800, communicating His l\fajesty's com­
mands to we to furnish a force to cooperate on the shores of the 
lte<l Sea with the combine<l British and Turkish .ArrniPs acting 
against the French in Egypt from the side of the l\fo<lit<>rmnean. 

By tbe same l>ispatch I was apprized that an Armament under 
the command of Sir ] [ome Popham, conveying a Hegiment of 
British Troops, had been directed to touch at the Cape of Uoo<l 
Hope, and after landing the Hegiment from England and embarking 
a Regiment from the C1arrison of the Cape, to proceed to form 
a junction with the British Forces acting in the He<l Sea. 

In consequence of His .Majesty's commands T have resolYed to 
apply to the important object of a diversion on the Coasts of the 
l:ed Sea the whole of the Force assembled at the l,1lan<l of Ceylon 
aud at Bombay, according t he intimation commmiicated to your 
Excellen<'y in my J)ispalch of the Uth of October 1800. 

In my Dispatch of the ~-!th of October 1800 I staled lo your 
Excellency various cousi<lerations counecle<l with the security arnl 
tranquillity of our l rnlian Possessions, whfrh induced me to solicit 
a reinforeenwnt of two European Hegiments from the Cape of 
Oood Hope; a1Hl I have suln,equently rcpeate<l my rec1uest "ith a 
degree of earnestness proportionc<l to the exigency of affairs in this 
<'ountry. I :un willing to hope that no obstacles have iutervenu,l 
to prevent your I~xcellency from complying with my application 
to the extent of two Regiments of Infantry, including that dis­
patched with Sir Home Popham. But if the embarkation of the 
Troops which 1 requested shoul<l. 1mm hecn delayed until your 
:E.-cellency received intimation of His l\1ajesty's commands to 
furnish a Regiment from the Cape in exehange for that emharkc<l 
from Enaland with Hir Home l'oph:un, I hope that this lilllitell 

0 

<lemand of His Majesty's Ministers will not !tarn appeared to yonr 
Excellency to s11p('r.1etle lhe nece">si!y of complying with my 
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request. I therefore trust that unless circumstances connected 
with the safety of the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope should 
preclude your Excellency's compliance with my request, you will 
dispatch one Regiment of Infantry to India in addition to that 
which you have been required to furnish by His Majesty's 
commands. 

The most eligible place of destination for the 'froops your 
Excellency may dispatch from the Cape in compliance with my 
request appears to be Bombay, and accordingly your Excellency 
will be pleased to give the necessary instructions for landing at 
that Presidency any Troops which you may embark from the 
Cape for India in consequence of my application. I have &c. 

(Signed) WELLESLEY. 

(Copy.] 

Lette1· from the MARQUIS OF WELLESLEY to Sm 
GEORGE YONGE. 

1'fo8t Secret. 

FORT WILLIAII, 2nd Marcli 1801. 

Srn,-In my despatch of the 1st instant I had the honour to 
advise your Excellency that in consequence of His Majesty's 
commands, communicated to me by Mr. Secretary Dundas, I had 
dispatched an Armament from India to the Red Sea to co-operate 
with His Majesty's and the Turkish forces assembled in the 
Mediterranean for the purpose of expelling the :French from 
Egypt. 

2. The success of the operations of the British Troops in the 
Red Sea will depend essentially on their being furnished with 
regular and ample supplies of l'rovisions. Every practicable 
exertion will be made for the dispatch of the requisite supplies 
from India; but from the great extent of the supplies, the difficulty 
and risk which will necessarily attend their conveyance, combined 
with the lateness of the season, it is possible that the supplies 
which the Troops may receive from India may not be adequate to 
the exigencies of the public service. 
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3. l'ersuadod that your Excellency will readily make every 
practicable exertion to promote the success of the Armament, I 
enclose to your Excellency a list of the articles of Provisions which 
I understand are obtainable at the Cape of Good Hope, and I 
request that your Excellency will be pleased to order the specified 
quantities of the several articles to be dispatched with all practi­
cabhi expedition to the Port of Mocha in the Red Sea, and that 
you will instruct the Commanders of the Ships in which the 
supplies may be conveyed to obey such directions as they may 
rccei ve for forwarding the supplies to the Army from Mr. Charles 
Hiokes, the officer whom I have appointed to reside at Mocha or at 
whatever place the Commanders of the Naval and the Land Forces 
may appoint, for the purpose of collecting the supplies dispatched 
to the lled Sea, and of forwarding them to the places where they 
may be required. 

4. It is not improbable that the state of the French power in 
Egypt may essentially render it necessary to make considerable 
additions to the Armament which has proceeded from India to the 
Red Sea; and it is accordingly my intention to take immediate 
measures for strengthening the Armament with such reinforce­
ments as, with the aid of the Troops which I have solicited from 
Your Excellency, it may be in my power to provide. 

5. In the event sup osed (of the occurrence of which I shall 
give your Excellency the earliest intelligence) the aid of all the 
resources of your Excellency's Government may be indispensibly 
nece sary both for the purpose of completing the supplies for the 
subsistence of the Troops, and for that of assisting them in the 
prosecution of their operations. 

6. I request therefore that Your Excellency will be pleased to 
apprize me by the llfornington Packet, of the extent of the 
resources which could be furnished from the British Possessions 
under your Government, for the purpose of assisting in the prose­
cution of the operations against the French in Egypt on an extended 
scale. 

7. It is my wish that the information which I haYe solicited for 
Your Excellency should em brace the following points :-

1st. The quantity of Salted Provisions, of Grain, and of other 
Articles (requisite for the subsistence and comfort of the Troops) 
which could he furnished from the Cape of Good Hope; specifying 
the re~pective prices nf the same. 
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2ndly. What nmnlmr of Horses or Bullocks for ,lrnft or carriage 
could be supplied from Uie Cape; and at what rates? 

3rdly. The quantity of Tonnage which Your 1'},cellency might, 
expect to be able to command for the conveyance of Uu• seveml 
articles to the Red Rea. 

4thly. The periods of the Season in which any given proportions 
of the Supplies of provisions or other artides, or of draft or carriage 
cattle might he expected to be <lispatclic<l from the (_ 'ape of Good 
Hope to l\1ocha, and ihe prolmble length of the Voyage in each 
Season. 

5thly. To the above information I request your Excellency will 
be pleased Lo add any suggestions which may occur to you 
respecLing the means of prosecuting the supposed operations, 
as far as those means can be furnished from the Cape of Good 
Hope. 

8. All the expences which your Excellency may incur on 
account of Supplies to the Troops in Lhe Red Sea should be carried 
to the account of the Crown ; and I shall direct the several 
Governments in Irnlia lo discharge any Bills which your 
Kx.cellency may draw upon them for expences incurred on the 
~ame account. 

!J. I m1uest that your Excellency will he pleased to direct that 
I may be furnished with copies of the accounts of all expernliture 
,rhich may be rnatle urnleT your Ex<'ellcncy's orders, in conse1p1ence 
of the re,1uests containell in this letter, iu order that I may he 
alJle to transmit complete accounts of the expenses of the Arma­
ment to Englarnl. 

10. I have transmitted a Copy of this letter to His Excellency 
Sir Hoger Curtis, all(l to the Agent of the Company at the Cape of 
Oood Hope, with my earnest rrnp1est that they will co-operate 
with your Excellency lo the utmost of their power for the purpose 
of enabling your Excellency to provitle, and to despatch without 
delay lo Mocha, the supplies which I have rc,p1cstetl in the third 
paragraph of this letter; arnl also for the purpose of assisting your 
Excellency's exertions in furnishing the further aitl for whieh l 
may haYe occasion to apply to you, in the event of the operations 
against the French in Egypt l>eing protracted, or of its becoming 
necessary to prosecute the operations from l ndia to the Hed :-;m~ 
on a more extendc,l scale. 

11. I i·e,piest that your Excellency will be please,! to transmit 

I 

I 

I 

I 
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hy the earliest opportunity to Mr. Recretary Dundas a copy of this 
letter and a copy of the letter which you may do me the honour to 
address to me in reply. I have &c. 

(Signed) WELLESLEY. 

[Copy.] 

Letter from VICE AmrmAL Sm !?OGER Cu1ms to tlie 
MARQUIS OF WELLESLEY. 

CAPE OF Goon HOPE, 9th Marek 1801. 

MY LoRD MAUQl'IS,-The Ship Arran being to sail from hence 
for Calcutta, I avail myself of the opportunity to acquaint your 
Lordship that Sir Home Popham in the Romney, with the 
Sensible Troop Ship, the Victor Sloop of War, a Storeship, and a 
Tender, sailed from hence for the place of his destination on the 
28th ultimo. The Shccr11c.~s and Wilhelmina Troopships mentioned 
in my Letter of the 15th :February arrived on the 26th of that 
Month, and I am sorry to inform your Lordship in a sickly state, 
as well of the Troops they brought, as of the Ships' Companies, 
and some delay must unavoidably ensue before the Ships will be 
sufficiently purified to receive on board fresh Troops, without great 
danger of their catching the same Fever with which the Troops 
that came in them from England were afflicted. But your Lord­
ship may be fully assured I am using every exertion to render the 
Rhips fit to receive the Troops that are to be embarked in them 
here, and they shall proceed according to the instructions to their 
Captains which have been left by Sir Home J>opham, as soon as it 
shall be possible. 

In my Letter to your Lordship of the 5th February I informed 
you of the Hhips I had then with me, and that one of them-the 
Diomede-for the reason therein mentioned was not then ready for 
Sea. Owing to the preferal.Jle attention it was necessary to shew 
to the Ships under Sir Home Popham, to enable them as speedily 
as might be to prosecute their Voyage, the putting the Diomede 
into a state for Service has only this day been ac~omplished. The 
number of Ships with me continues the same, and for va1-i.ous very 
important reasons with reference to the general posture of affairs 
in .Europe, your Lordship will doubtless perceive the impropriety 
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of divesting the Colony of the Naval Force allotted for its pro­
tection. But exclusive of these considerations, as your Lordship 
has stated to me that the success of your Enterprize agairn,t Isle 
:France" must principally depend on sudden and secret execution," 
my now sending any Ships off that Island would he attemle(l with 
the most mischievous effects, in regard to your Lordship's ,iews 
upon it. For the Commanders of the, hips of my 8(1uadron, when 
before the Island, have been in the habit of such cordial intercourse 
with it, it would unaYoidahly become known to the Governor that 
an Armament had arrived here from England; and whether he 
took it for certain it wa designed to act against Isle :France, or 
not, he is an Officer of such activity and vigilance, the knowledge 
of the circumstance would most assuredly put him on his guard, 
and defeat your Lonlship's hopes of attacking it by surprize. 
And were the Ships directed to have no intercour e with the 
Island, the effect would he the same, for the change of conduct 
must naturally make the Governour believe there was an im­
portant reason for it, and apprehension and precaution would 
inevitably follow. 

In your Lordship's Letter to me of the 24th of October last, you 
say "that if success should attend your Enterprize again!'-L Isle 
:France in the Month of ,January, the nasal defence of the Islarnl 
will be delivered over to my Squadron." In reply to that Letter 
(dated 17th January) I stated that I did not clearly und •rtitaml 
your Lordship's meaning by that declaration. In my same Letter 
of the 17th ,January, I took the liberty to offer my sentiments to 
your Lordship respecting in what manner the Garrison left upon 
the Island must he supplied with J<'oo(l. I haYe too high an opinion 
of the liberality of your Lordship's miml to think for a monwnt 
you will lie in the least olfernled I now rep •at, that the <larri, on 
of Isle France cannot be /11 rnishrd 1rith s11bsi8lr11cr from this 'oluny. 
ny the assistance we lune ~olicited from India in our prescnL 
distress, your Lordship will know we are in the most ala1mi11g 
apprehensions of being totally without Bread. l'ermit me there­
fore my Lord once more to repr<'~ent to your Lonlship, that if your 
attempt upon Isle :Franco shall he crowne(l with succei;s it is 
i111possible the Garrison left to 1lcfend it (whil'h for various evident 
reasons must I conceive be a very stroncr one) look to this 'olouy 
for their supply of :Food. 

l hope yum Lordship will panlun me for pre, 111nin« io 1rn"gc1si 
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that if you obtain possession of Isle France, the most promrt and 
efficacious measures should be taken to furnish the Garrison with 
the most ample supply of Provisions, sufficient for Twelve Months 
if possible; nor should the stock in store, in my humble opinion, 
lJe ever reduced· to less than a sufliciency for Six Months. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) Hocim Ctams. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter froni the HmIIT IloNOURABLE HENRY DUNDAS to 
l\L\JOR GENERAL DUNDAS. 

DOWNING STREET, 16 March 1801. 

Srn,-I herewith transmit to you the Copy of a letter from Sir 
George Yonge dated Cape of Good Hope 12th May 1800, inclosing 
several papers relative to the Conduct of Mr. Jessup, Searcher of 
the Customs at that Settlement, and informing me of his having 
suspended that Gentleman rom his said Office. I also transmit 
to you a memorial I have received from Mr. Jessup with several 
other papers in his behalf complaining of the injustice of his sus­
pension, and I am commanded to signify to you His Majesty's 
pleasure that you are, as soon as circumstances will permit, to 
appoint an especial Commission, composed of not less than three 
of the principal Officers of His Majesty's Government at the Cape 
of Uood Hope, with Instructions and Authority to enquire into the 
en.so of Mr. Jessup and to report the same to you, in order that 
you may refer it to me for His Majesty's information and final 
decision. 

As I have reason to apprehend that you may also he called upon 
to enquire into other almses committed at this Settlement during 
the late Administration of the Government thereof, it will be 
necessary that tho powers vested in the J>ersons appointed by the 
Commission abovementioned should be extended to the Cognizance 
of all such cases as you may think it right to refer to their Con­
J;i<leration and you will also transmit to me, for His Majesty's 
information, Llw reports you may receive from them on any such 
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references as above adverted to, and in en~e Circumstances should 
appear of suc:h a Xature during the lnYestigation as to require the 
suspension of any other Officer, you will in conformity to the 
powers vested in the Governor of the Cape of Good Hope for 
the time being, he at liberty to suspend such Officer from his 
functions, and in that case you will take the earliest opportunity 
of reporting the motiYes which may have induced you to take 
such a measure, in onler that the case may be considered and 
a proper decision taken upon it in this Country. I am, &c. 

(Signed) HENRY Du~rnAS. 

[ Office Copy.] 

Letter frorn WILLIAJ\1 HusKISSO:N, E8lJRK, to MAJOR 

GJ.<.::SEUAL DUXDAS. 

Dowisrnr. , 0 TREET, 16 March 1801. 

, 'rn,-Mr. Dundas haYing had reason to apprehend that both f,;ir 

George Yonge and Mr. Duckitt have Yery much misunderstood the 
situation in which the latter is placed at the Cape of Good Hope, 
has thought it necessary that you shoul<l be made fully acquainted 
with the subject, and has therefore directed me to inform you that 
Mr. DuckitL was in the first instance selected Lo procee(l to the Cape 
for the purposes of improving the st:tte of the Agriculture of that 
Colony, which it was conceived might lie render •(I more equal to 
the supplying the \Vanis of the Inhabitants hy the introduction of 
a System of British Husbandry, in which Mr. Duckitt is certainly 
extremely well informetl. ·with this ,iew Mr. Jluckitt was 
authorized to provi<le such implements of Husban(lry, Seed~, and 
f-itock, ns he conceiYed would be most useful to the work in which 
he was to he employed, and also to engage a certain number of 
:Farming Servants, qualified to render him essential aflHistance. It 
was agreed that Mr. Duckitt should be paid a salary of fiYe 
hundred l'ounds a year and which he was allowed to receive from 
a period somewhat prior to his leaving this Uountry, in order to 
enable him to prepare all necesflary C'o11Yeniences for himself and 
his Family for the \' oyage and for bis Establishment at the Cape. 
The passage of himself and lhu persons he took with him as farming 
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~ervanLs, as well as the Conveyance of all the Seeds and various 
implements of Ilushan<lry which he carried out, were provided at 
the public Exponce, and the purchase of all those implements 
aml seeds has also been defrayed at the charge of the Colony. 

It was likewise settled that in the eYent of his Death, an an­
nuity of one hu11d.reJ and tifty pounds should be secured to his 
"\Vi1low. 

"C"mler these stipulations Mr. Duckitt procee<le<l to the Cape of 
Uootl Hope as a l'ulilic Serrnnt of the Settlement, to employ the 
means thus placed at his disposal, and held hy him in trust fur 
the f-;ettlement, in such manner as his knowledge and Ex­
perience, consistently with the approbation of the Government, 
might lead him to conceive most conducive to the object of his 
}:mploymeut, namely the improvement of the Husbandry of the 
8ettlement. 

Mr. J)undas having, as I have observed, reason to believe that 
the .Expence of Mr. Duckitt's Establishment and his .Allowances 
have by no means been confined within the bounds abovemen­
tioned, is desirous that you should take the necessary steps to 
ascertain what sums of money, allowances or advantages of any 
other description, have been supplied to Mr. Duckitt over and 
above his Salary of five hundred Pounds per annum; and that 
you should call upon Mr. Duckitt to account to you for any such 
o\"Orplus, and in case of his having been put in possession of any 
Estates or Lands, that he must account for the proceeds of the 
same as Trustee and Manager on behalf of the Government of the 
Cape: Any stock or implements that may be upon the said Estates, 
il' furnished at the public Expence, whether belonging to or 
produced from the original Supply which he carried with him 
from hence, or procured at the Cape, must also he considered 
as a 1nu'L of the pul>lic property entrusted to him for the use 
all(l l>enefit of the sai1l Government. In Rhort Mr. DuckiiL's 
l:-\alary for his personal sen·ices i~ fixed at, five hundred pounds 
per annum, arnl eYerything that has l,een furnished to him 
e,ceeding the rate of that annual allowance belongs to the 
Oovemment of the Cape and must in one shape or other l>e 
accounted for to the same. 

In the eYent of its being the wish of Mr. Duckitt to holll a 
certain proportion of Laut! under the Government at, a fair 
annual rent anti to farm it on his own account, it i~ not intended 
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to make any ohjection to his being gratified in this respect, hut 
the whole arrangement as existing between Government and him 
is confined to what I have stated in this letter. I have &c. 

(Signed) WM. IIusKrssoN. 

London Gazette. 

At the Co11 rt at the Qllrrn's II011sr, the 17th of 1Jfr1 rrh 1801, l'rrsrnt 
the King's JJfost EJ·crllcnt J,,fajcsty i,i Collncil. 

His Majesty having been pleased to appoint the Hight Honorahle 
nobert Lord Hobart to he One of Ilif! Majesty's J>rincipal Secre­
taries of State, his Lordship was this Day, by His Majesty's 
Command, sworn One of His Majesty's Principal Secretaries of 
State accordingly. 

(Office Copy.] 

Letter from the n1mrr IIoNOURABLE LORD IIonART to 
MAJOR GENERAL DvNDAS. 

DowNING STREET, 18th llforch 1601. 

Sm,-His Majesty having been pleased to honor me with the 
Reals of the War Department in the room of the W. 1Iont1•. 

Mr. Secretary Dundas, I take the earliest opportunity of acquainting 
you therewith. 

It will give me great Satisfaction to be able to fulfill His 
Majesty's gracious Intentions in this Appointment, and as it is 
His Majesty's J>leasure that your dispatches should for the future 
be addressed to me, I shall not fail to lay them before The King, 
and to transmit to you such orders as His Majesty shall think fit 
to give thereupon. I have, &c. 

(Signed) HOBART. 
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[Original.] 

Letter jroni Sm GEORGE YONGE to the RIGIIT lloNOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

4-13 

CAPE TowN, March 20th 1801. 

Sm,-1 take the opportunity of the Coromandcl going to 
England to send this Dispatch enclosing the last Quarterly 
Public Accounts as far as the same could be made up, and also a 
List of l>apers relative to the Cargo of a Ship, under Prussian 
Colours, seized here as :French, and which has been proved to 
be so, and to be acting under the Orders of the French Ministry 
loaded with :French Merchandize, and bound to the Isle De France 
on Condition of bringing the return Cargo to some Port in :France, 
by which as I mentioned in my last Dispatch the System of 
French Commerce, under these False Colours, appears to be 
developed, more in detail than has yet been discovered, The 
Papers were found on Search, concealed in the Timbers of the 
Ship and painted over. Both Ship and Cargo have been con­
demn'd by the Court of Vice Admiralty here as a Droit of 
AdmiraUy, the Suit having been prosecuted by me under the 
Powers vested in me, on Behalf of the Crown. 

In my last Dispatch also, I mentioned the detention of 
l\f: Pre<liger a Dutch Emissary on Board that Ship, sent in Con­
cert with ]<'ranee, to put Batavia in a State of Defence, and to 
Plan Hostile attempts against this Place, and other Settlements 
of ours in India, who ev n <luring his detention here was active 
in the forwarding these hostile Views, tho the sending him back 
will I trust in some degree frustrate their Execution, not but his 
Intrigues here with the Disaffected have I doubt had more Effect 
than could be wished. 

On the 13th of last month Part of a Convoy under Sir Home 
Popham (the remainder having parted Company) arrived here "ith 
a Detachment of the u,ith Uegt. They brought Orders to take 
the ulHt in Exchange, and luning received Supplies of Provisions, 
Mon, Mon 'Y, Ordnance Stores, and every thing else that could be 
furnished, they sailed from hence, without waiting for the re-
1nainder of the Convoy, Since which the remainder of the Convoy 
is arrived. but being ,ery sickly not haYing less than 200 Sick on 
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board, they are not in a Condition to proceed on their Voyage, 
tho every thing that is possible is done to assist them, and they 
will take the rest of the 61st Regt. with them. 

I am sorry now to announce the very great Distress of the 
Colony, owing to the bad Harvest, so that We have been forced to 
send for Rice to Bengal, Madras, and the Brazils and it has been 
with the greatest Difficulty, that We have supplied the Troops 
under Sir Home l'ophams Convoy with some few Provisions, 
together with about 100,000 lbs of Rice, out of our 8tores, though 
we stand in need of 3 Millions of Pounds to supply our own 
Wants, and Corn is now at a Price never before known in this 
Colony, nor are we at present without apprehensions, that unless 
the Supplies of nice sent for arrive, we shall be without Bread 
before the next Harvest, though every Measure is taken to lessen 
the Quantity consumed, by limiting the .Allowance forbidding the 
Use of fine flour, and even mixing Barley with Wheat. 

I have appointed an Extraordinary Committee to superintend 
the Business besides taking every Measure myself that I judged 
likely to be of Service, some of which have had already a very 
salutary Effect, and I hope the Committee will be able to take 
similar Steps to the same End. But our Distress at present is 
very great, and the Expences in getting Supplies will Le such as 
Necessity alone would occasion the Incurring, but which, therefore, 
is unavoidable. I have &c. 

(Signed) GEO. YONGE. 

[Original.] 

Secret Letter from SIR GEORGE YONGE to the RIGHT 

HONOURABU: HENRY DUNDAS. 

GovERNKDT HouH CAPJ: ToWN March 20: 1801. 

Srn,-1 have the Honor to acquaint you that I have received 
two Dispatches from the Marquis Welsley, one of the 29th Nov•. 
and the other of the 27 Jany last, in which His Lordship developes 
and explains the Object of the armament fitting out in India, and 
renews with great Earnestness, his Request for the Assistance of a 
Military :Force from hence, Pointing out a Place of Rendezvous for 
them when sent from hence, and Praying that the Force to be sent 
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may consist of at least two Com pleat Regiments fitt for Immediate 
Service, besides a Detachment of artillery, and ordnance Stores. 
But this Request It is utterly out of our Power to Comply with, 
more especially since the furnishing the Expedition sent from 
l~ngland with one of the best Regiments in this Garrison, which 
leaves us very weak in Effective Force, besides Supplying that 
Service with all the artillery and ordnance Stores, which could be 
spared, and the orders from home going only to furnish Troops 
from hence, in the Way of Exchange for others Imply that this 
Garrison is not to be weakentl, as Indeed It cannot afford to be, in 
Its Strength, for the Purpose of assisting Expeditions, nor Is the 
real State of the Garrison such as to make any Diminution of It, 
prudent, or Safe. It will be well If, in Case of Need, It is found 
Strong enough in numbers to be equal to the Duties It will be 
Called upon to perform, not being in fact more than equal to 
tlie Duties of the present moment. Besides this any Hope of 
Victualling Troops going from hence on SerYice Is in our present 
distress utterly Vain, and nugatory. 

I hope therefore that the neclining to concur with his Lordships 
Wishes will not be thought Improper, and I have only to add, that 
I ha,·e taken an Opportunity of acquainting His Lordship with the 
Reasons which prevent this being done. Should more Troops be 
sent here, sufficient to form a Strength equal to the Idea of a 
Military Depot from whence assistance of this kind may be Con­
veniently furnished on extraordinary Occasions which, if possible, 
appears a very desireable Thing such Demands would be answered 
with Zeal and Pleasure, But, in our present State, It is full as 
likely that We might Want Succours from India, as that We can 
be equal to the Sending any thither. It has been Indeed as much 
as could be done in Complying with the order to exchange an 
Effective Regiment for an Inefficient one, nor can We even repeat 
such an Exchange with Safety. I have &c. 

(Signed) GEO. YONGE. 
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f Original.] 

Private Letter frO'ln, Sm GEORGI Yo GB to WILLIAK 
HusKJSSON, EsQu. 

Cua To,nr, ._,. 20 1801, 

Sm,-1 am obliged to trouble you with another Lett.er, with the 
enoloeed. Paper which by accident was omitt.ed to be sent, being 
the Grounds on which I have grant.ed the Widow of Mr. Kemble 
a Pension on this Establishment, equal to what Her Husband bad 
in England, subject to the Approbation of Government, but to 
Cease, in Case It should not be approved of. 

The Case appeard to me a very compassionate one, and the 
distress very great, and being so trongly recommended I thought 
It right to grant It ad Interim 111bjd as above. 

I will also trouble you, in addit.ion to the other private Letters, 
to forward the enoloaed as directed. I have 

( igned) GEO. o GB. 

(The enclosure shows that Mr. Kemble was an American and a 
Cutom House Officer at ew York at the time of the revolution, 
that in consequence of his loyalty to the king he lost all hi, 
property, that he then went to England where he waa grant.ed a 
pension of two hundred pounds per annum, that misfortune ov 
took him there, that he then removed to Capetown here Lord 
Macartney gave him the Cant.een in the Castle, and that he di 
suddenly, leaving his widow in penury.) 

[Copy.] 

Letter from VICB-ADIDliL 8m Boon 0mms to VIOB-Ammw, 
RAINIIR, MA.Joa-GBNDAL BAIRD, LO BL WBLLULBY, or tl, 
lmtisJ,, O.ffi,cer <Jomma:r&dmg tit BatatJia. Or if the A~ 
;,, met tit Sea to tM <Jomf'IUJMing Sea Ojlow (if M u in the 
King', &n,i,c,) or Uu <Jommandant in <Jl,,i,ef of tM .7\-oop,. 

O.an a, GooD Bon, 20tl JfllNI 1801. 

Sm,-By the American hip Huard I received yesterday a 
Letter from the Marquis of Well ley dat.ed the 26th January 
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last, relative to his views against the Isle France, and as his 
Lordship requests I would dispatch an advice Boat to Batavia 
with every necessary information addressed to Vice Admiral 
Rainier, Major General Baird, Colonel Wellesley, or the British 
Officer Commanding at Batavia, I send the Euphrosyne Brig with 
this Letter, she being the only Vessel of the kind subject to my 
Orders, or indeed by any means attainable at this place. The 
Marquis when desiring this Vessel to be sent, says he understands 
that such communication may be made from me so as to reach 
Batavia previously to the period at which the Expedition may be 
ready to proceed from thence to the Isle of France. But as I 
received his Lordship's Letter on the 19th instant, and his Lord­
ship is of opinion the Armament may proceed from Batavia on the 
30th it is evident the thing is impossible, as the passage from 
hence to Batavia will probably be Six Weeks at the least. How­
ever as his Lordship says the Armament may possibly be delayed 
longer, though he thinks not beyond the conclusion of April, if the 
Euphrosyne does not reach Batavia before the Armament leaves it, 
she will have the chance of falling in with it at Sea, and I there­
fore dispatch her, and I shall direct her to pursue such route as to 
make it the most likely; and I particularly wish she may find it 
at Batavia, or intercept it, as I conceive the matters which will be 
contained in this Letter of great importance. The Euphrosyne will 
be furnished with the Private Signals sent me by the Marquis 
Wellesley for making herself known to the Armament, in case of 
falling in with it. 

By a Letter from his Lordship dated the 24th of October last, 
h~ first announced to me his intentions of attackino Isle France 

0 ' 
and that he should do it m the Month of January last, or in the 
ensuing Month of May. His Lordship now informs me that 
circumstances have occurred to prevent the attack being made in 
,Tanuary, but that he was resolved to resume the attempt in the 
Jifonths of April and May; and that the Armament will first 
proceed to Batavia, and from thence to Isle France. 

His Lordship informs me that the Armament to proceed to 
Batavia will consist of nearly 4500 Men, and that he expects it 
will probably arrive at Batavia on the 15th of March. That 
Batavia being captured, and a Garrison appointed to it, his Lord­
Rhip conceives he may he able to furnish nearly 3,000 Europeans, 
including Artillery and Pionoern, for the expedition against Isle 

HI. ~ G 
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France, and his Lordship states that the information he has 
received from Mr. Charles Stokes, late a l'risoner there, has 
clearly satisfied his Lordship that the Force abovemeniioned will 
be amply sufficient for the reduction of the Garrison of the Island, 
unless reinforcements have arrived there from :France since the 
5th August 1800. 

In a Letter I addressed to his Lordship the 5th :February I 
informed him the French Government intended to send Monsieur 
Villaret de J oyeuse to be Governor of Isle :France and its depen­
dencies, and that he would take with him a strong Regiment, 
supposed to be composed of two Battalions, and that .Four or :Five 
]frigates would accompany him,-a Line of Batlle Ship was also 
spoken of but not with certainty. An Hamhro' Ship which left 
Isle France about the 15th February was spoken with and gave 
information that a :B'rigatfl and a Privateer had sailed from thence, 
but said nothing of any Troops having arrived. A 8hip being on 
the point of sailing to India when I got the above intelligence, I 
informed the Governor General of it: But I have since learnt that 
both the Ships were bound to Europe with Cargoes. 

The Impcrieusc on her way to this place looked into Port Louis 
on the 23rd ultimo, but saw no Ship of :Force. 

I have received. no other information than the ahove relative to 
Isle France since my Ships left it in October last, and at iliat 
time it was in the same state as when Mr. Stokes lefL it in 
August. 

The Governour General, in his letter to me of the 24th Octolier 
last, recommends to me a variety of Services to be aitemled to by 
my Squadron, and particularly a constant blocka<l.e of Isle :B'rartce, 
hut in reply to that Letter ( <l.ate<l. the 17th ,January) I lai<l. beforo 
him the state of the Force under my Command, and the applica­
tion of it, and I shewed him that with the Ships it was in my 
power to allow to the Isle of France Service, so little had l the 
means of a continual Blocka(lc, I was only cnable(l to luwe Ships 
before it for a few ·weeks <luring the whole Year. 

The Governour General having in hi~ Letter ol' lllC 2-+th Oetolior 
informecl me thaL if the Expedition against Isle France shoulu not 
take plaec in January, it woulcl in May, l saicl in reply to his 
Lordship that if it was in my power I would scncl Two Hhips and 
a Sloop of ·war Lo be off the Island by the beginning of May, 
though Ly doing so 1 Hhould leave thi;; Station with only a , ingle 
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Ship, a thing not a littlo hazardous in the present posture of 
affairs in Europe, as a War with Russia, if not with Sweden and 
Denmark has probably taken place. I nevertheless finally adopted 
that opinion, but an event took place which occasioned me to alter 
it, and which I shall now mention, as I have in Letters to his 
Lordship. In consequence of a determination of His l\fajcsty's 
Ministers to send an Expedition to the Red Sea, in conjunetion 
with Troops from India, Sir Home Popham in the Romnc,11, the 
Victor Sloop of \Var, and the Sheerness, Sensible, and Wilhelmina 
Troop Ships, having on board the G5th Regiment, sailed from 
}:ngland in December, the 65th Regiment to remain here, and the 
61st to be embarked in its room. Sir Home Popham with the 
Ro11i11ry and the Sensible arriYed here first, the Sloop and the two 
other Troop Ships afterwards. The two last having come in very 
sickly both in the Troops and Ships' Companies, and as delay 
must necessarily result therefrom, and Sir Home being fipprehen­
si rn that the :Forces from India woul<l be at the place of Hendez­
vous before him, and which I understood to be Aden on the Coast 
of Arabia, he in the Rom,iry, the Sloop of War, arnl the Seri.~ihlr, 
with her proportion of the 61st Regiment on board, a Storesbip 
and a Tender, sailed from hence on the 28th Ultirno, the other 
Troop Ships with the remainder of the Glst Regiment being to 
follow as soon as the Ships are so purified as to be fit to receive 
the l\fen, which I am sorry to say is not yet the case. 

The anfral of this Armament determined me after mature 
consideration not to send the Ships off Isle :France, fur the 
following reasons : The Marquis of \Vellesley having informed me 
"that the success of his Enterprise against Isle France must 
principally depend on sudden and secret execution," I was 
sensible my Ships coul<l not in any manner go off the Island 
without putting the GoYernour on his Guard; for, if they cruized 
off Port Louis as usual, and di<l not admit the conlial and frequent 
intercourne by l◄'lags of Truce as heretofore, that Yery circumstance 
would awaken his vigilance; and if intercourse was allowed, it 
wouM be impossible hut he would lieeome informed of the .Arma­
ment that had arrirnd here, and that fact would occasion his hcin" 
prepare<! against surprise. If the Ships instead of being stationed 
near the Jslaml were to he posted towards ltodrignez, it could hy 
no means be expected that some Vessels would not escape them 
all(l gPt into Isle France, and the knowledge of their b1•ing there 
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would most assuredly alarm the Governour, for it being a station 
different from those usually taken by the Ships, and where they 
have little chance of making Prizes, it would be at once thought 
they were there for some other important purpose, and an attack 
on the Island would doubtless be apprehended, and suitable 
measures would be taken accordingly. I have in a Letter to the 
Governour General, dated the 9th instant, entered into a detail of 
my reasoning on this subject. 

The Governour General in his last Letter to me states that ho 
expects to furnish for the Expedition against Isle :France a :Force 
which will consist of nearly 3,000 Europeans, including .Aitillery 
and Pioneers ; and that the information he has received from 
Mr. Stokes, lately a Prisoner there, has satisfied him that this 
:Force will be amply sufficient for the reduction of the Garrison of 
the Island, unless Reinforcements shall have arrived from :France 
since the . 5th of August last. To which I have only to observe 
that I have endeavoured to procure information relative to the 
strength of Isle France, and I wish it may prove that the Force 
abovementioned may be found sufficient. 

The Governour General informs me he has given positive In­
structions to Colonel Wellesley to proceed with all possible ex­
pedition from Batavia to Isle France, without waiting for preYious 
au.vices from me. And intimates his expectation that I shonlu 
afford my cooperation with the most respectable Force I can apply 
to the Service. I have but two Ships aml a Sloop with me, except 
the Irnperieusc, which arrived yesterday from Amboyna, arnl I 
cannot be justified in the present situation of affairs in sending 
away from the Colony every Ship belonging to it. I will however 
as soon as possiule dispatch a Ship to Uruize off Itodriguez, with a 
view of intercepting the Armament in its way from Batavia to 
Isle :France, anu by which Ship I shall send a duplicate of this 
Letter ; anu her Uommander will be put in posseRsiun of the 
Private Signals, as well as the Euphro.~yne. And here I cannot 
avoid expressing how sincerely I lament that before an Expedition 
of so much importance was undertaken, anu fur the furtherance of 
which depenuence has been had on measures to be taken by me, 
anu now lastly cooperation expected, His Excellency had not pre­
viously acquired the knowledge of Ships I had under my Command, 
the Services upon which they must necessarily be employed, and 
in what degree it woulu Le in my puwer iu assist his views. And 
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I the more particularly lament it, as his Excellency at the time of 
his last writing to me, was uncertain whether the Armament 
would be accompanied from Batavia by any force from Vice 
Admiral Rainier, and that he might possibly find himself compelled 
to resort to the Company's Armed Ships even for Convoy to the 
Transports. 

His Excellency the Governour General in his Letter to me of 
the 2Gth Jan nary says, it will be advisable I should convey from 
the Cape of Good Hope, for the purpose of cooperating with the 
Troops from Iwlia, as large an European Detachment, particularly 
of Artillery, as it may be in the power of His Excellency the 
Governour of tho Cape of Good Hope to afford for that Service. 
Upon this subject I had a conference with Sir George Yonge, and 
delivered to him a Letter from the Governour General, but the 
Govcrnour of the Cape declared the impossibility of sparing any 
Troops from hence. 

The Governour General in the conclusion of his Letter to me 
abovementioneci, recommends an Embargo on the Ports of the 
Cape Government in case Troops were embarked at this place, to 
prevent any suspicions at the Isle ]:<'ranee. This precaution, with 
the same view, was taken at my suggestion upon the arrival here 
of the Armament of Sir Home l'opham, and now continues, though 
I recommended the Embargo upon general principles, and did not 
disclose the design against Isle France, in reference to which I the 
more particularly thought the measure necessary. 

In the Letters I have written to His Excellency the Governour 
General upon the subject of Isle :France, I have called to his 
recollection that the Island does not produce any thing like Food 
sufficient for its Inhabitants, and I have in the most serious 
manner assured his Lordship, that if the Island is taken possession 
of, the Garrison to be left for its defence cannot be supplied with 
Provisions from this Colony, but must be :Fed from India. We 
are at this moment in the most critical situation in respect to 
Uread, for though every person in the Colony is at an allowance 
of a pound a day, and Barley Meal is mixed with the :Flour of 
·wheat, and Hice Three days in the Week used in the room of 
Bread, yet with all tJ1ese precautions and restraints, in which the 
Navy and Anny is comprehended, we have not wherewithal to 
make Hread, or a substitute to use as Bread, to last us heyonrl tlw 
middle of Augu t, which is full Jive mouths heforo the next 
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Harvest will he got in. I have ventured to suggest to tho 
Governour General the necessity Lhcrc will be, that upon the 
surrender of the Island, the most prompt and efficacious measures 
should instantly be adopted to procure an ample supply of I>ro­
visions for the Garrison to be left upon it: I presumed Lo say thaL 
I thought a sufficiency for a year at least was requisite, and that 
the quantity in Rtore should never be suffered to be less than 
victualling fur the Garrison for Si.x Months. 

In my Leiter to His Excellency the Governour General relative 
to Isle :France, I have from the knowledge I have acquired 
respecting Lhe Island, taken the liberty to impress as forcibly 
as possible on his mind the indispensible necessity I conceived 
there would be, for various evident reasons, to appoint a very 
strong Carrison for its uefence. The importance of it to :France is 
such that the most strenuous effort will certainly be made to 
recover it; and I conceive that whatever may be the disposition 
of certain of the Inhabitants, the most numerous classes will assist 
the Enemy in again obtaining possession of it. All those con­
cerned. in Privateering, and who arc the most active and deter­
mined on the Island, will naturally do so, because their means of 
obtaining riches, or of subsistence, will be taken from them while 
the Island is under the Dominion of England. The Slaves too, a 
very consitlerablc number of whom are, as I am told, well trained 
to Arms, will also naturally assist the Enemy in recovering the 
Island, because they continue to hope the Laws made in :France for 
their emancipation will sooner or later be carried into effect, anu 
whieh they cannot hope for under the British Government. To 
theKe two classes may be added those of every description who 
profess Hepubliean Principles. Arnl upon the whole, from what I 
h:tve learnt of the strength of the Island, and in what manner it 
must be defe1ule<l, under the circumstances above described, I 
~lioulcl really think the Garrison ought not to he less than the 
Nn111ht•r his Exl'l'llen<'y the Govcrnour Ceneral of lrnlia has 
assig11e1l for l he ( 'u1u1 nest of it. l have, &c. 

(8igned) Hoc 1m Ce Rn~. 
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[Original.] 

Lrtter jroui VIGE AmrmAL CURTIS to EVAN NEPEAN, ESQRE. 

CAPE OF Gooo HOPE, 21st March 1801. 

Sm,-I am now to state to you for their Lordships' information 
the circumstances relative to my Command since my Letter of the 
20th of last lfonth. 

The Victor Sloop of ·war arrived here the 14th ultimo, and tho 
ShccrncsH aml H'ilhclmilla Troop Ships the 2Gth following. I am 
very sorry to acquaint you the two latter came in in a sickly state, 
both of the Troops on board and the Ships' Companies. The 
tlisease is the f-hip :Fever, and I learn from the Commanders of 
these Ships that it had made its appearance before they left 
}:ngland, some men having been landed there afflicted with it, and 
also some at MaLleira. In justice to the Commanders of the Ships 
and the Oflicers of the Troops, I must state that no neglect appears 
to have occurred in their conduct; but the parts of the Ships 
allotted for the Troops were much filled with a great number of 
Chests of Arms and Baggage, which prevented due ventilation 
and that degree of cleanliness which would otherwise have been 
observed. The Slucrncss had out of the Three Hundred Chests 
of Arms embarked in the Three Troop Ships, One Hundred 
and :Fifty of them, which covered the whole surface of the 
lower Deck assigned to the Troops, and accounts for her being 
more sickly than the Wilhelmina. In the Sheerness there died on 
the passage 

Of the Ship's Company 
Of the Troops 
\Vomcn 
Children . 

Total 

In the Wilhelmina 
Of the Hhip'ti Company 
Of th<• 'l'roops . 
Childrcu . 

'l\,tal 

3 
52 
2 
6 

63 

16 
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A great number of both the Ships' Companies are in tho 
Hospitals. Having too often had occasion to use means for 
eradicating this Fever in Ships, I am putting in practice the most 
approved methods of purifying the Sheerness and Wilhdmina that 
they may be rendered fit to receive the Troops which are to bo 
embarked in them, and their Lordships may be assured that not a 
moment's delay more than unavoidable to give confidence the 
Troops may not be infected shall occur. 

However, from what I have learnt of the periodical Winds to 
the Eastward of the Cape, these ships will not be able to reach 
the place of their destination for some time were they ready to sail 
this moment, as the S.W. Monsoon, which is about to set in in 
India, will when they arrive at a certain point be adverse to them. 
But be that as it may, they shall not be detained here longer than 
absolutely necessary for the Health of the Troops that are to go in 
them. General Dundas and I have together visited these Ships, 
attended by the Physician of our Hospital, and we concur in 
opinion in all respects upon this subject. The Sheerness is the 
nearest being ready, and General Dundas and I agree in opinion to 
send her away with the proportion of Troops allotted to her as soon 
as it shall be possible. Very few of her Crew will be able to go 
in her, and I shall be under the necessity of manning her, and 
also the Wilhelmina, from the Ships in Port of my Squadron, 
a measure I should only resort to in a case of the utmost 
urgency. 

Sir Homf) Popham with the Sensible Troop Ship, the Victor 
Sloop, a Store Ship hired here, an<l a Tender he purchased, sailed 
from hence on the 28lh ultimo; a small Coppered Transport taken. 
up here to carry the :Fick! Artillery, Ammunition, Hospital Stores, 
&c. sailed also with him, but he was forced to send her back to take 
in more Ballast an<l to follow with the Sheerness and Wilhelmina; 
and for the guidance of the Commanders of these Ships ho has left 
Instructions with me. 

At midnight on the 11th instant a Fire broke out in a house 
close to our Principal Rtoro House, which threatened the destruction. 
of cYerything belonging to us, Lui it, was happily e. tinguished with­
out doing morn damage lhan consuming a small (J_uantity of Naval 
Bedding, and consi<lernbly injuring the Honse whore it, liegan. 

The ft11prric11 ,~r, in consequence of an Onlcr from Vice Aclmiral 
RHiuicr daled lhe llllt August lasl, arrirnd here ou the 18th 
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instant from Amboyna, which place she left on the 4th December, 
but aftor she passed the Island of Tim or, having met with Westerly 
Winds instead of the S.E. Monsoon which was expected, she was 
obliged to repair to Bencoolen to get a supply of Provisions, from 
whence she sailed on the 1st of the last Month. 

In my Letter of the 12th January I mentioned the circumstance 
of the 8hip Ohcstc1ji,cld having been brought to this Bay by the 
Dunncde. The proceedings in the Vice Admiralty Court respecting 
that Ship are still undetermined. And Captain Elphinstone having 
preferred charges against the Commander and Supercargo for 
holding a Treasonable correspondence with the Enemy, it has been 
determined to Try them by a Court of Piracy, under the Acts of 
the 11th & 12th of William 3rd and 18 George 2nd. The Court 
will proceed to business on Monday next. . 

We are in the most critical situation in respect to Bread, and a 
Special Commission of which General Dundas and I are Members 
has been appointed by the Governor, to take all possible measures 
to prevent, if it can be done, the actual privation of that Article. 
Every grain of Wheat and Barley in the Colony is taken an 
account of, and I am sorry to say it appears, that though all 
grown persons are confined to one pound per day, and Children of 
all ages proportionably less, and that though Barley Meal is mixed 
with the Flour of Wheat, and using Rice as a substitute for Bread 
three days in the Week, we shall by the middle of August be 
totally without Bread, or anything to use as a substitute for Bread, 
unless some of the Vessels that have been dispatched to India and 
to the Brazils for Rice or Corn arrive before that period. .A.nd 
from the Month of August to the time when the Grain of our next 
Harvest will be attainable, ill be full Five Months. I am, &c. 

(Signed) RoGER CURTIS. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from CAPTAIN C. ELPIII~STONE to the RIGHT lIOXOUTIATIL'E 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

Diomede, TABLE BAY, CAPE OP Goon Hil'P'E, 
the 23rd March 1801. 

Sm,- I have the honour to acquaint you that during the Execution 
of Onlers I received from Sir Hoger Curtis, Baronet, Vice Admiral 
of the White, and Commander in Chief of His Majesty's Ships 
and Vessels at the Cape of Good Hope, I fell in with and detained 
the Chrstcrficld, Letter of Marque, in the River of l'late carrying 
on an illicit and nefarious Trade with the Enemy, and part of her 
Crew corresponding with him in a treasonable and traitorous 
Manner, I brought her to this place in order to take advantage of 
a Convoy that might conduct her to England in safety, for the 
Adjudication of the Court of Admiralty, and to bring the Offenders 
to Justice; thinking at that Time there was no Tribunal com­
petent to take cognizance of these Offences in this Colony ; 
but the Vice Admiralty Court having seized the Ship with a 
determination to pass Judgement upon her, and His Excellency 
the Governor having acquainted me that he is invested with 
authority to assemble a Tribunal capable of taking Cognizance of 
the Offences committed by her Crew, my original Intention has 
thus been frustrated. 

Under a Decr6e of the Vice Admiralty Court the Captain and 
Supercargo of her have been allowed to communicate on Shore 
with their Proctors, being at those times always attended by an 
Officer from the Diomede, until the 8th Instant when they liberated 
themselves, and were on the 12th admitted to bail, and put on 
Parole by His Excellency the Governor, notwithstanding an 
Affidavit I made ,before him in which I represented it as my 
belief that they would make their escape ; this produced the 
Letter No. 1, which I have tho honor to enclose to you, No. 2 is 
His Excellency's Answer to it, and No. 3 my Reply. 

The Ship alluded to in tho last Letter is on the Jloint of 
Sailing if not actually uncler weigh ; I have it not therefore in my 
l'ower now to enter more fully into this Matter, lmt only rec1uest 
that your Judgement may be suspended until such Time as I 
have au Opportunity of placing this Affair in its proper Light. 
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As my sole inducement for taking the Measures I have done in 
this l.Jllsiness arose from being conscious that I should have 
neglected my duty had I acted otherwise, I remain fully confident 
of your approbation; and having gratefully to acknowledge your 
l'rutection on former occasions I have the greatest Heason to 
hope that you will not withdraw iL at this Juncture. I have &c. 

(Signed) 

[Enclosure 1 in the al.Jove.] 

[Copy.] 

C. ELPIIJXSTO .. ·E. 

Letta from CAPT.\.IX ELPIIINSTONE to Sm GEORGE YoXGE. 

Diomede, TABLE DAY, CAPE OF Gooo IlorE, 

15th March 1801. 

8m,-The very distressing Situation Your Excellency has driven 
me into, in conse<1uence of the mode of proceeding you have 
adoptml respecting the Persons accused by me of treasonable and 
traitorous Correspondence with the Enemy, requires that Your 
Excellency should 1.Je a little more explicit than you have hitherto 
been upon this Subject. 

I thought in an early Stage of the Matter these persons were 
not amenable to a Court of Piracy, but Your Excellency, differing 
with me on this I>oint, and rel1uiring me to appear before you to 
give the necessary Information for the Apprehension of the 
Offenders, you have surprised me beyond measure in accepting bail 
for an Offence which I am dvised does not admit of it, and that 
too, in a manner both illegal and unprecedented, at any rate Your 
Excellency will please to observe that the Sureties Messrs. Walker 
& RoherLson are persons engaged too intimately with the Offenders 
to 1.Je entitled to Your Excellency's Confidence, and Your Excellency 
is no stranger to the Prosecution canying on against them in the 
Court of Vied Admiralty for an illicit and nefarious Trade with tJ1e 
J<:nemy hy means of this very Ship Chesterfield; there are many 
other Circumstances e<1ually ineomprehensible to me, and I must 
therefore rnqnest in writing a specific Explanation of Your 
Ex<"el]ell( y's intentions respecting the Prosecution you have 
proposed tu wake, i11 orlh:r that a matter dear and simple ia iLs 

 

 



4GO Records of tltc Capr, Colony. 

nature may not be rendered difficult and complicated by any 
further partial Investigation of it, or the ends of Justice be thereby 
defeated. 

The little respect Your Excellency was pleased to pay to the 
Oath made by me respecting the necessity of apprehending the 
Offenders that I did then, and do now, suspect of absconding, 
absolves me from any further importuning Your Excellency on 
t4at head, and if in this Part of the business, or any other, 
irregularities should be repeated, I disclaim every responsibility, 
and conclude by declaring that I have been, and am ready, to 
prosecute at any time, and before any Court, that shall appear to 
have competent Jurisdiction. 

This I conceive to be my duty and I now leave it to Your 
Excellency to do yours. I have etc. 

(Signed) C. ELPllINSTONK 

[Enclosure 2 in the foregoing.] 

[Copy.] 

Letter from SIR GEORGE YONGE to CAPTAIN C. ELPIIINSTONE. 

CAPE ToWN, Mardi 2ht 1 OJ. 

Sm,-I received a Letter from yon a few days ago, the Language 
and Subject of which have laid me under some difficulty to deter­
mine what it was my duty to do in consequence. I3ut, conceiving 
it might be regarded as a want of Attention in me towards you not 
to send you an Answer, and that it would be improper to let you 
remain unacquainted with my final determination upon it, I have 
now the honor to inform you, That regarding the Letter as au 
Official Charge against me for a very serious eglect of my 
Official Duty, by which tho due Administration of Justice would, 
in your Apprehension suffer, I have balanced in my Mind in what 
way such a Charge could regularly be, on the one hand, brought 
forward and supported, or on the other denied and refuted, and, in 
the End, knowing of no Tribunal in this Colony bofore which I 
can be officially amenable, yet thinking such a serious Charge 
ought not to pass unnotired, I have finally determined to sernl 
your letter home, in order, that if Government thinks prop •r, such 
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directions may be given at home, on the Subject as shall be 
thought proper, and I have now only to apprize you of my having 
done so, accordingly. I have &c. 

(Signed) 

[Enclosure 3 in the above.] 

LCopy.J 

GEO. YONGE. 

Letter fro1n CAPTAIN C. ELPIIINSTONE to Sm GEORGE YONGE. 

CAPE ToWN, 22nd March 1801, AT 9 P.H. 

Sm,-It is only within these few hours that I have had the 
honor of receiving Your Excellency's Letter, although dated 
Yesterday ; but as the Co1'omandcl has not yet sailed I con­
gratulate myself on having it in my power to transmit to His 
Majesty's Ministers the proper Statement to enable them to judge 
of the propriety of my Conduct throughout the whole of this 
Affair, and that too by the same Ship which I presume conveys 
the Letter Your Excellency informs me you have sent; ·and how­
ever much I regret the Impression my representation has made 
upon Your Excellency's feelings, yet as I certainly meant nothing 
but the faithful discharge of the duty I owe to the trust reposed 
in me by my Country, I cannot help being convinced Your Excel­
lency upon mature deliberation has seen it in the same light, since 
the I>ersons in Question have now been placed, in consequence, 
in perfect Security to be made amenable to public Justice. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) C. ELPIIINSTONE. 

[Copy.] 

Instl'uctions to tJic Commanders of Our Ships of War anil Ships 
Comrnissionrd 1l-ith Letters of J,farque Given at Our Court of 
St. James the 25th day of !ff arch 1801 in the forty-first Yea, 
of Our Reign. 

Whereas it may be expedient to permit an Exportation from the 
Cape of Good Hope of the Good~, Wares, Merchandize and Manu­
factures of tho United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 
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and of the Cape of Good Hope from the Capo of Good Hope to 
the Spanish Settlements in South America; And Whereas in tho 
1,resent state of Hostilities between Great Britain and Spain the 
said Trade cannot be carried on without Our special permission for 
that purpose, We by and with tho advice of Our I>rivy Council 
authorize Our Governor of the Capo of Good Hope or, in his 
ahsence, tho Lieutenant Governor thereof, or Commarnler in Chief 
for the time being, to grant Licenses sul,jcct to such Conditions, 
Hules, Regulations, Restrictions, Penalties & Forfeitures as to Him 
shall seem meet, to any of Our Subjects, to import in vessels 
belonging to the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland 
navigated according to the Laws now in force, or in vessels 
belonging to the said Settlement, or in Neutral or ~pani~h vessels, 
into the said Settlement of the Cape of Good Hope, Bullion, Coined 
Money, or Goods & Commodities being the growth arnl production 
of any of the Colonies or Plantations in America belonging to the 
Crown of Spain, and to export from the sai1l SeUlemcnt of the Capo 
of Good Hope to the said Spanish Settlements in J\meri<:a all 
Goods, \Vares, Merchandize and Manufactures, the growth, !Jl'O\luce 
or 1fonufacture of the United Kingdom of (lreat Bl'itain and 
Ireland, and also all Goods, Wares, Merchandize and Manufactures 
which shall have been legally imported, except N,mtl aml 11ililary 
Stores. An<l \Ve do hereby rer1uiro and enjoin tho l'omrnanclcrs 
of our Ships of \Var and of Ships Uommissione<l \\'ilh Letters of 
Marque, not to detain or molest any vessels belonging to the 
l:nited Kingdom of Great Britain & lrclarnl, or vessels lielonging 
to the said Settlement of the Cape of (loo<l Hope, or Neutral or 
Spanish vessels trading between the Cape of GoO(l Hope arnl the 
Spanish Colonies in America, provide<l they arc bont'L fide employe<l 
in carrying on their Trade conforrnably to the Hegnlations herein 
above described & have a Licence for that purpmw from < >nr 
Governor of the Cape of Good Hope for the time hcing or in his 
ahsencc the Lieutenant Oovcrnor or ('omrnander in Chief therellf 
for the time being. Arnl in case such ships i,o liceuse1l should l,e 
captnre<l arnl brought inLo any l'orL thmngh mi. apprchcnRion or 
hreach of Onr Onlcr, Our 'ourts of Adniiraliy arc lll·rcliy rcitnirCli 
to liberate the same as being under the protcdion ol' Our pccial 
CommiRsion. 

By llis Majesty's Command. 
J[on \HT. 
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[Office Copy.] 

Letter front ·WILLIAM IlUSKISSON, EsQRE., to MAJOR 

GEKEilAL DUNDAS. 

4G3 

DOWNING STREET, 31 March, 1801. 

Sm,-I transmit to you herewith, by Direction of Lord Holmrt, 
a Copy of His l\fa,josty's Order in Council of the 11th Ultimo, 
authorizing a Commercial Intercourse lietween the Cape of Good 
Hope and its Dependencies and the Spanish Settlements in South 
America urnler certain Hestrictions, and I am directed by His 
Lordship to desire you will cause the same to be made pulJlic in 
order that all those who may desire to avail themselves thereof 
may J,e at lihorty to do so. I also transmit to you a Copy of The 
King's Jnstruetions to all the Comma1Hlers of His Majesty's Ships 
of \Var, and Ships commissioned with Letters of Marque, to pro.-ent 
:my lmpe1lime11t by His Majesty's Cruizers to the Success of tho 
above l\loasuro. I ha.Yo &c. 

(Signed) WM. IlUSKISSO~. 

l Original. J 

Lrllrt from l\f.\.JOU GE:NEH.\L Du~DAS to the TIIGUT 

IIo.·ouRABLE H1i::-.RY DuKDAS. 

CAl'E OF G.oon HOPE 31st March 1801. 

Sm,-Ifaving communicated to you in my letter of the 24th 
Ult0 • the omharkation of a ,letachrnont of His Majesty's Troops at 
the Capo on uoar<l His ~fajesty's Ships Romnry, s,,nsiblc, and 
Vidor Sloop a part of tho Squadron which lately anived here 
from J~nglarnl undor tho command of Sir Home Popham, I am 
now to havr. tho honor of acquai11tiug you that the ~hips with the 
forerne11tionecl l)etachmout consisting of One Troop of the 8th 
I tegimcmt of I.i.~ht Dra/!oon , One Compa11y of the Royal Artillery 
arnl thrue Companies of tho Gl t I:egimont of Foot sailed from 
henre Oil tl,e ~8th nt". 

The two ~hips Shrl'r,u ., and Wi/1,t'lmino lieing the rest of the 
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Squadron commanded by Sir Home Popham having a part of tho 
65th Regiment on board them arrived in Table Bay on the 27th of 
February the day before the sailing of the division of Sir Home 
Pophams Squadron and the part of Colonel Auchmuty's Detach­
ment which has been already mentioned. 

I am sorry to inform you that the Troop Ships Sliecrncss and 
Wilhelmina have arrived here in a sickly state, above Fifty of tho 
Soldiers of the 65th Regiment with some of the Crews having died 
on board during the Voyage from Europe, and owing to its having 
been found extremely difficult to eradicate the distemper which 
unfortunately continued to prevail amongst the seamen of the 
Sheerne.ss and Wilhelmina for some time after their arrival here 
the embarkation of a part of the Troops destined for the Expedi­
tion under Sir Home Popham and Colonel Auchmuty has been on 
this account unavoidably delayed. 

The remainder of Colonel Auchmuty's Detachment, after every 
possible exertion was used to render the Ships fit to receive the 
Troops, could not be embarked until the 26th Instant as the Vessels 
were not judged to be sooner in such a state as to render advisable or 
safe the permitting the Troops to go on boarrl them, however I have 
to report that the Sheerness & Wilhelmina with the remaining 
seven Companies of the 61st Regiment sailed yesterday for the 
appointed Rendezvous and place of their destination. 

In consequence of the orders I had the honor to receive from 
His Royal Highness the Duke of York the Detachment under the 
Command of ColoMl Auchmuty has been provided with their pro­
portion of Field Artillery as well as with every other article 
necessary for the service, both officers and men being I am happy 
to add in high Spirits and the Corps in general in excellent and 
serviceable condition. 

I do myself the honor of transmitting herewith enclosed a Copy 
of the Embarkation Returns of the forementioned Corps detached 
from this Garri1on having acknowledged by a former opportunity 
the receipt of the Instructions relative to it which I received 
through your letter from London dated the 2(.lth of October last. 

A Copy of the Disemharkation Return of the 6,ith Regiment 
whi,.h has arrived at the Cape in order to replace the Glst Regiment 
is likewise enclosed judging it proper to transmit the same to yon 
for enabling you to know the real condition of the G:ith which 
though composed of a stouter and appnrc11tly a l>ettcr class of Boys 

T 

I 
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than the two Tioy Regiments the 22n<l & 34th which arrived here 
last year yet the G.:ith Regiment is hy no means in a serviceable 
Rtate at present nor will it ue expedient to employ them for some 
time to come in tile performance of any very active or important 
military duty. I have &c. 

(Signed) FRA:N"CIS DU."DAS. 

[Enclosure A.] 

Embm-7,ntion Rrturn of a Drt//chmr11t rmbarkrd (1/ the C1111c of 
Uood ]lop,· 11/Ulcr the Comma,ul of Colonrl A11ch11iuty :-

'.Hth l!'ehruary 1801. 
!i ( l!DC"ers, 4- Sergeants, 1 
3 Children. 

In La Srn8illfr, 8th Light Dragoons 
Drnml!ler, 75 H.ank ancl File, 5 \Vomen, 

24th Febmary 1801. In the Sw, Kymph, Royal Artillery 2 
Officers, 2 Sergeants, 1 Drummer, 4G rank and File. 

2-!th & 2iith February 1801. In L" Hr nsiblc, Glst ltegiment 12 
Officers, 14 Sergeants, 8 Drummers, 2:rn Rank and :File, 10 \\' omen, 
8 Children. 

27th March 1801. In the SJl,f,crncss, Glst Regiment 1G Officers, 
21 Sergeants, G Drummers, 32G Rank and File, 17 women, 17 
Children. 

27th March 1801. In the Wilhelmina, Glst Regiment 14 
Officers, 19 Seri:oants,8 Drummers, 300 Hank and J<'ile, l!) \Vomen_. 
22 Children. 

Total: 2 Lieut. Colonels, 2 :Majors, 11 Captains, 20 Lieutenants, 
8 Cornet & Ensigns, 1 Paymaster, 1 A<ljutant, 2 Quartermasters, 
1 Surgeon, l A. qistant Surneon, li0 Sergeants, 24: Drmnme1 ', va2 
ltank and l◄'ilc, 51 ·women, ."i0 Chil<lrcu. 

[ Enclosure D.J 
,<..,1///fl' of th,· G5th R,·!Jimrnt 1rh1·,i nnbarl.td and disrmuorl.:('/1. 

Embark.ml 21st Octoher 1800: 2 Ma,ior,i, ;-; Captains, 1:{ LiPu­
tenant , l Ensign~, 1 Acljutant. 1 l'aymaster, 1 Surgeon, 2 
Assi tant Hurgeous, 20 ~ergc,mts, ~a Corporals, 17 l lnunmern, 
7!1:1 l'rintfp .. 

111 . :2 II 
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Disemharked 14th & 27th Felirnary 1801 : 2 l\Iajors, /'i Captains, 
13 Lieutenants, 4 Ensigns, 1 Adjutant, 1 l'aymusler, 1 Surgeon, 2 
Assistant Surgeons, ] fl Hergeants, :37 Corporals, lG Dnnnmcrs, 707 
l'rivates. 

Left sick and deserted at Deal l J)rummer, 20 l'rivales. Left 
sick at Madeira 8 J>rirntes. Died on the passage 1 Hcrg •ant, 2 
Corporals, i,8 l'riYate~. 

----------

• (Office Copy.] 

Letter from the ltIGII'J.' Ho, ·ouH.\BLE Lomi IIon.\RT lo 
MAJOR GE;'{Elt.\L Dux1>.\S. 

DowNING S•rni,:i;T, 7tl, April 1801. 

Srn,-A lleprescntalion has heen made to me liy lhe Court of 
Directors of the East India Company upon the subject of the 
Impo<liments "ltieh have arisen in the Supply of' Article,q, tho 
l'rO!luce of Countries to tho Eastwanl of the Cap(' neces~ary for the 
supply and consurnpliou of that SoUlernent. 

The Collection of Papers upon this sul>ject, hernwith tralls­
mitted, will explain to you the arrangements enlere<l into with the 
Court of Directors for furnishing regular Rupplies of tho .Articles 
above mentionetl mul the moue suggested by the Court for carrying 
it into effect by means of their Agents at the Capo. 

In order to obYiato the difficulty and emharrassment which has 
been created by the Interference of the late Governor of the Cape 
upon this point, it becomes oxpeuient that you should tnke 
immediate steps for replacing this matter upon the footing 
originally settled in the Correspondence between Mr. Durnlas and 
the Chairman of the Court of l)irectors, it being intentled that all 
Articles of the a hove description imported according to the I rnlents 
transmitted to India or China for that purpose, by the Company's 
Agent, and consigne<l to Him, should lie permitted to lie lamlc<l 
and sold at the Cape, as well as any Oootls equally tho J>rmluce of 
the Countries Lo the Eastwartl of the Cape whiclt tho Company 
might find it necessary to supply from England or from St. Helena, 
in tho case of their not being able to furnish the Indents direl't 
from India. I have, &c. 

(Signetl) IIoi:.\HT. 
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l omce Copy.] 

Letta jl"oui the IlIGIIT HONOURABLE LORD HOBART to MAJOR 

GEN'ERAL DUNDAS. 

DOWNING S-rnEET, lGth .April 1801. 

Sm,-It is ,vith peculiar satisfaction I enclose to you Copies of 
an Extraordinary Gazette published Y estenlay Evening con­
taining an account of the important, and hrilliant Victory obtained 
by His Majesty's }'lect over the Danish Fleet before Copenhagen 
on the 2nd of this Month. I most heartily congratulate you on 
this additional Glory to His Majesty's Arms. I am, &c. 

(Signed) HOBART. 

[Original.] 

Private Letter fro11i Sm GEORGE YONGE to \VrLLIA:l,I 

HUSKISSON, EsQitE. 

CAPE 'fowN .April 16, 1801. 

• DEAR Sm,-The last Letters of any kind from Government are 
of the 2Gth Sept'. when I was bid to expect other Dispatches of 
Importance, but none have come. However understanding from 
private Letter that I am to have a Successor I am packing up & 
preparing to depart when He comes., which I look for next Month, 
and I have only to beg that 1m order may be given for my Baggage 
& Stores and that of my Suite to be landed without Molestation. 

I am &c. 

(Signed) 

:2 II ~ 
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[Copy.] 

l'roclumatiun hy Ilis R.t'CC!lt,u·y Hm UEoitc:i-: Yov:E, Buro,ut; 
Knight of thr most Ilunurablc Order of the ]](Ith; On/> of ff,:,; 

J.fojrst,1/s most Jlunornblr: l'tiry C'U11 nril; (locn·,wr awl G11111-
rnmul1:r in Chi1f of llis ]ffojrsty's C'11.~tfr, Toten, 1rnd ,'·Mtlnnl'11t 
of the Cup< of Uouil JI1rpr, in Su1ith Afri/'fl, and <if th,· 
'1',·Nilorirs awl Dcprndc,icic3 thcrl'Oj, unil Ordi1111 l'!J u wl Vin· 
A1lmi1·f1l of the 8((/flC. 

Whereas I have this (lay ren~i ,·eel official (lispatchcs from 
England, informing me, that Jlis :-.1ajesty has thought proper to 
aJ_Jpoint the Hight Honorable Lord Glenhenie to succcrnl me in 
the Government of this Colony; all(l likewise His :Majesty's 
gracious permission for me to return to Europe, without waiti11~ 
for the arrival of my successor; with instructions for me im­
mediately to vest the power and authority of the Govemor of 
this Colony in the hands of :Major General Francis Dundas, 
Lieutenant Governor of the same, until the arrival of Lord 
Glenhervie: .All persons arc therefore hereby calle(l upon and 
commaudecl, from the date of these presents, to oliey all onlers 
and commands that may from lime tu time Le issued Ly lhe Lefore 
mentioned Major Ceneral :Francis Dundas, in like manner as 
coming from the actual Governor of this Colony. 

Given under my llaml aml Seal, aL the Castle of Good Hope, 
this ~0th Day of April, 1801. 

(Sign ell) GEORGE Yo~m,. 

By ('ommarnl of His 1<:xcellcncy the GoYernur awl Uomrna111ler 
in Chief. 

(Higned) A. HAH~AIW, Secretary. 

[Copy. j 

Orn1 ml Ori/11·. 
'20th .April 1801. 

1fojor Ceneral lhnulas having this (lay rcceive1l a LPth•r from 
JI i" ~lajesty's Secretary of 8talc (!ired i11g l1im to take ,·barge of 
the ( lonmnncnl of this Colo11y u11til such Lime as Lonl ( ll(•til>l·rvie, 
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appointell to sucreetl His Excellency Sir C:eor~c Yonge as Governor 
of the ( 'ape, shonltl arriYe, it is the Licnten:mt Guveruor's intention 
to take ihe Oaths of Uflice tomonow morning at 11 o'clock in 
the Castle, awl it i::; herel1y signified that all military honor,; due 
to the )lajor C:cncral a.s Acting C:ovcnwr will he received by him 
uu til further ortlcr:-i. 

[Gopy.J 

Adrtrt is,;mr11t. 

\Vlwreas His Honor ::\fo,ior General Dundas, Lieutenant GoYemor 
of this Seiilcmcnl, Cummantlant of His Majesty's Troops, has 
ren!iYed a letter from the Hight Honorable Henry llurnlas, one 
of His ~lujei;ly's princi1~tl Secretaries of Slate, directing him to 
execute the tlutics of Uurnrnor uf lhe Cape of Cuod Hupe, until 
the arrirnl of Lonl rncnhervie, who has heen appointed lhe suc­
cessor of His E.·ccllency Sir George Yonge. 

Notice is hereby given that Hi~ Honor :Major General Durnlas, 
Lieutenant GoYernur &c. in pursuance of His Majesty's commarnls, 
has taken upon him the Govemment of this Settlement accordingly, 
and that it is His Honor's intention to take the usual oaths to­
monow at Eleven oClock in the fore-noon, at the Cast1e, when 
the different Colleges and all Officers, Civil arnl Military, are 
required to attend lo witness the solemnity. 

Castle of Uood Hope, ~0th April 1801. 

(Signed) A. BA1cu1rn, Secretary. 

[ Original.] 

Lrtt, r Jroni YHm ~\ rn111t.\L Ct:HTIS to EYA~ NErEAX, EsQHK 

CArt: 01· Gooo Hori,;, 2:lril April 1801. • 

Srn,-1 am now lo tlctnil to you for the information of the Lortls 
Commi. iorn•rs of the Atlmiralty the Xarnl occurrences 011 this 
~talio11 sinl'l' my Letter of the 21st ultilllo. 

JI 1, ing sent yun a Copy of the Letter dalell the :Wth J a11uary 
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last, which I received from the Marquis of"\Vellesley the Govcmour 
General of India, their Lordships will perceive that the Marquis, 
in the 17th I>aragraph of that letter, desires I would dispatch 
without delay an Ad vice Boat to Batavia for the purpose ther •in 
mentioned. I accordingly ordered the Euphrosync Brig upon that 
Service, but she having met with a very heavy Gale of \Vind on 
the Eastern extremity of the Bank of Anguillas, sprung her 
Bowsprit so dangerously she was obliged to return to this place 
after having been at Sea a Fortnight. Their Lordships will sec Ly 
the Letter with which the Euphrosync was charged that I haii 
great donuts of her Leing able to reach Batavia time enough to 
answer the purpose the Marquis hoped for, Lut the accident she 
met with putting it beyond all doubt, I did not send her on the 
Service a second time. 

In consequence of what the Marquis of ·wellesley stated to me 
in the 11th paragraph of his Lordship's aforesaid Letter of the 
26th January, I availed myself of the arrival here of the Impcricusr, 
and having made her ready for Rea as fast as possible, I sent the 
Diomede and her with suitable Instructions to cooperate, if it 
should prove possible for them so to do, in the Expedition his 
Lordship has undertaken, and they sailed from hence upon that 
Service on the 7th instant. I thought the circumstances of the 
case justified my sending these Ships, though I thereuy divested 
the Colony of every Ship excepting the Ada11wnt. 

In my letter of the 21st of the last Month I informed you of 
the state of the Shccrnc1,s and Wilhelmina Troop Ships. I paid 
the most unremitting attention to getting these Ships ready to 
receive the Troops destined to be embarked in them, and causing 
the Ships and such of their Crews as ha<l not gone to the Hospital 
to be inspected Ly the Chief Surgeon of the Naval Hospital, 
accompanic<l with the Me(lical Gentlemen who were to proceecl 
with the Troops, upon their lteporti11g to Geucral Uurnlas and. 
me their opinion, the Troops might safely Le puL on board, they 
were embarked accor<liugly, arnl the Troop :--hips aml also the 
Transport which puL back, as mentione<l in my Leiter of the 
~ lsL :March, sailed from hence 011 the :IOth of the Harne 11onth. 

Mauy ol' the l'rnws of the Shu r,tr~s aiul Wilhd11ti1111 hl'ing then 
ill of the Fever at the Hospital, l ,ms urnler the neee ity of 
completing their Complenwnts from the ..:/,/1111u111I flll<l Diumcd<'. 

The J',.u,u,uluus aml Stu,· arri,ed here on the lUlh inst.mt from 
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oIT Rio de la Plata, after an absence of Seven ::\fonths, and I am 
orry to adJ without having made any Prizes. They have been at 

the Island of St. Catherine's on the Coo.Rt of Brazil, to which place 
they wont for a supply of \Yater, and where by making light the 
Star her principal Leaks were <liscovere<l and stopped. The Main 
l\fast of the :t'rcm,('_whms became again much crippled while she 
,rns absent. It was taken out yesterday, and I am fearful we 
shall be under the necessity of making a new Mast. Tl"£ 
Trnnmduus is also uecome very leaky, and as she continues to 
make as much \V atcr now in Port, and light, as when at Sea, I 
am afraid the Leaks are in the lower part of her bottom where we 
cannot, get at them; lmt every thing practicable shall be <lone to 
put her again as speedily as possil>le int,o a state for Service. 

The present Disposition of my Ships is as unuermentioned : 

The Troncnduns t 
Ad//mant 
Rattles nuke 

Star ! 
E11plu·osync Brig 
Diom.-dc } 
I111pcric11;;c 
Lanc(Tstcr 
Jupiter. 

In Simons Hay. 

Upon the Service alluded to m the fore­
going pitrt of this Letter. 

Oil' Hio de fa Plata. 
Gone to relieve the La ncastcr. 

In my Letter of the 31st ultimo I have mentiolled the great 
o.pprehcnsions we were under relative to our suffering a want of 
Bread, and that from the nicest investigations which could then 
be made, it was believed we should be l!'ive }fonths without that 
Article of Prorision. Kver • :Farm in the Colony has since been 
authoritatively , isite<l, anJ a most accurate account taken of all 
the Grain, and it now appears we may, with the precautions 
mentioned in rny Letter abovementioned, be able to go on Two 
Months lo11ger than was imagined when that Letter was written. 
I nevertheless hope their Lordships will send at least the :Five 
JI Ull(lred Thousand l'ournls of Bread 1 solicited, for as we arc 
mia!Jle to get, any stock of Brea<l before hand, His Majesty's 
Scnice may greatly suffer in the event of any 1musual call upon 
us, all<l which was nearly the case re,;pecliug the demands made 
on us J,iy ~ir Home Popham's .\nnament, "·liich depri \'l)(l us of all 
the Dread l had duri11g a whole Year been labouring to get l,cfore-
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hand in Store, nor did my whole Stock suffice for these Ships, as 
I was obliged to give them half Bread, and half lhce as a sub­
stitute for Bread. I have before signified to you that nice a1Hl 
Flour for the supply of this Colony had been sent for from India 
and the Coast of Brazil, but none has yet arrived. • • • I am &e. 

(Signed) ltOGER CURTIS. 

[Original.] 

Letter froin MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS to the llIGIIT Ilo.:-;ounABLI, 

IlENRY DUNDAS. 

CAPE OF Goon IloPE 25th April 1801. 

Srn,-I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your letter 
elated the 14th of January last inclosing a copy of a letter written 
to Sir George Yonge directing him to resign the Government of 
the Cape of Good Hope into my hands, and having immediately 
communicated on the 20th Instant to Sir George Yonge the order 
which I had received, His Excellency was pleased to direct the 
inclosed proclamation No. 1 to be issued investing me with the 
necessary powers for executing the duties of Governor of the Cape 
until the arrival of Lord Glenbervie appointed His Excellency's 
Successor ; and I am further to add that in pursuance of His 
Majesty's Commands as signified to me by you the usual oaths 
were taken by me on the 21st Instant as acting Governor here 
until the arrival of Lord Glenbervie the notice inclosed No. 2 
being previously given for all Officers Civil and Military to 
witness the same. I have &c. • 

(Signed) l◄'uANCIS Duim.\.S. 
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[ Original. J 
Letter fro1n Sm GEORGE YONGE to the IlIGIIT HONOURABLE 

HENUY DUNDAS. 

CAPE TOWN April 25, 1801. 

Sm,-On the 19th Instant I lutd the Honor to receive your 
Dispatch of the 14th ,January last announcing to me His l\fajestys 
l'leasure, That I should no longer Wait the arrival of my Successor, 
Lut avail mysrlf of the first OpportU11ity of returning to England, 
and bring with me all such Documents which I should think 
necessary to lay before Government. 

The I )ispatches having been landed in the Evening, I sent to 
Desire l\L General Dundass attendance the next morning when I 
communicatell my Intention to resign the Government to Him as 
soon as t,he OJ!icial Documents could be made out, ,vhich I hoped 
would be in the Course of a Day or two, and I would lett him 
know in the Course of the Day how soon they could be ready as 
I had Sent to the Secretary of the Colony for that Purpose. 

The General Informed me He had received Similar orders and 
would be ready, as soon as ever He heard from me, But I was 
extremely Surprized to learn that within an Hour after without 
waiting, and without my Knowledge, He had issued the Enclosed 
General Orders. 

As there was, as yett, no Vacancy, I was alarm'd at the Effect 
which might arise from this kind of Separation of Civil and 
Military Authority, and of an Assumption of Government before 
the Garrison alone without a regular Ilesignation having taken 
!>lace, But the l\foasu:re having been thus adopted, without a 
1>ossibility of Its being Prevented, I took the best means in my 
l'ower to Obviate the Evil and by Official Exertions at the 
Secretary's OJlice, I was fortunate enough to have the Legitimate 
Act of Resignation, and the Investiture of the General in the 
Civil Government finished and Published before the Time markd 
in the Military Orders for taking the Oaths, without which the 
Hccretary of the Colony iuf~nnd me the Obedience of the Judicial 
and Munieipal Bodies, or the Inhabitants at large could not be 
re<p1irecl, as they could not take Notice of a 11ilitary Order 
addres~e<l to the Oarrison alone. I felt therefore great Sati~­
f\Jctiou at Leing thus enabled to obviate such a l)ifficulty, a1J1l I 
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ordered the Proclamation to be l\tblishd the fiame Evening­
the 20th. 

I am now preparing to return to England in Ohedicnce to my 
Orders, and I hope all the Official I>apers will be ready in the 
Course of a Week, But I am in some Doubt how I shall be able 
to gett a Passage, as the Admiral has declined gi,ing me one, even 
to St. Helena, in any of the Men of \Var on this Station. I shall 
however avail myself of the first Opportunity that Offers, in 
Obedience to His Majestys Commands, as I Conceive It to be 
His Pleasure that I should do So, hoping only, that as I am not, 
as usual, allowed a ]\fan of War for this Purpose, the J~xpenco of 
my Passage will be allowed me. I have &c. 

(Signed) GEo. Yo.::-.GE. 

LCopy.] 

Letter frorn MAJOR GE~ERAL DUNDAS to the 
MARQUIS \VELLESLEY. 

CAPE OF Gooo HoPE, 25th Apn1 1 OJ. 

MY LORD,-I do myself the honor of acquainting your Lordship 
that having received a letter from the Right Honorable Henry 
Dundas h·incipal Secretary of State directing me in pursuance of 
the King's commands to take upon me the Government of this 
Settlement until the arrival of Lord Glenbervie who has been 
appointed the Successor of Sir George Yonge I on the 20th Instant 
was invested with the necessary powers to act as Uovernor 
accordingly. 

I have likewise the honor to ad<l for Your Lordi:;hip's information 
that I think it will be but a short time before His Excellency tho 
new Governor of the Cape will arrive Rince it is stated to me in 
]\fr. Dundas's letter before mentioned dated the 14th January la.:it 
that the Ship appointeu to c:UTy out Lord Glenbervie was perfectly 
ready for sea. I have &c. 

(Signed) 1"IL\.;,CIS DU.'IJ.\S, 
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[Copy.] 

Let/Cl' Jro1,i ::\f.\.JOR CTE'.\EJtAL DUNI>AS to Loun CLIVE, 

Guccnwr of 1'[111lras. 

473 

CArE OF Goon II01'E, 25th April 1801. 

:Mv l,onn,-1 think it necessary to acquaint your Lordship that 
having received His :\fajesty's commands through the Hight 
l fonora.hle Henry Dundas l 1rincipal Recrctary of Rtate to take 
upon me the Covcrnment of this Colony in consequence of the 
resignation of Rir Ccorge Yonge until sueh time as Lortl CTlenbervio 
who ha~ been appointed Governor of tho Cape of Good Hope shall 
anive I was on the 20th Instant invested with the necessary 
powers to enable me to act accordingly. 

I am to add for Your Lonlship's information that the new 
Governor Lord Ulenucrvie is daily expected to arrive at the Cape. 

I have &c. 

(Rigncd) J<'nANCIS DUNDAS. 

[Origin al.] 

Lrttrr fto1n :Mn. ,vru.u~r DucKITT to the JlIGIIT IIo:-;m.m,uiu: 
lIE~ltY DUNDAS. 

CLAI'MUTB FAror, CAPE OP Goon lloPE, 

Apil :w rno1. 

1Io.·1rn Rm,-Rincc I last hail tho honor to write to you I have 
vi ·ited mo t of the land Situated within Two 1>ays Journey of the 
Cape arnl l luwc great pleasure in a~suring you there is an Immense 
Quantity uf it Uapal1le of prrnlucing :my sort uf Grain if properly 
Cultivate1l. Tho Jlusuarnlry is shocking, half rloughing at the 
Le: t, and I have hoard of the produce heing fifty and Rixty fo.r 
One, which ']early J>emnn lrates the Fertility of the f\oil. They 
seldom ~ow the same land muro than Two Years haying no Lounds 
to their Lands, arnl thercforn ,wt111·1· 11111 t du all. Tho ploughs arc 
~o lia\lly Con ·trnctc<l that from the )funth of Reptr. lo ::\fay they 
Cauuot plough, Consu<1uc11tly wheu lhu ~cell ought, to Le Depositing 

 

 



47G Rccol'ds of tl11: Capr Colony. 

in the land they can only hegin to plough, all who sec mul hear of 
my having ploughs at \Vork are astonished but the new lmente,l 
Scuffle is the niost Covctetl, if 1 hatl an Humlretl 110w rea1ly, I 
coulu Dispose of them in one \V cek, it is Considered 1iy all who 
have seen it \V ork that it will enable every :Farmer to sow more 
than Double the Quantity with One Third less strength. This 
great l>rospeet of Advantage to Government antl every Imliviclual 
lnduces me to take the Liberty of Humbly requesting you will he 
pleased to lett me have the Sole Vending of the implements I 
have introduced in this Colony for the Space of Seven Yearn, l am 
Certain no farmer will be without One or Two, and at a :\lodcmte 
premium it wou'd Essentially serve me, and Interest Govermnent, 
it wou'd encrease Energy much more, anu as it was my luteution 
to have taken out a l'atent for my new Invented Drill, had I 
remained in England, I t • .:;t Sir you will take this request into 
Consicleration. At present my J>rospects of Success are not very 
flattering. The Commissary has declared nothing but force shall 
induce him to Assist me in furnishing His Majesty's Troops nor 
will he even Pay when it is clue agreeable to the stipulation in the 
Contract Altho' the Difference Letween the Terms offered aml 
what is now given will Lenefit Government in the Two Years 
upwards of 100,000 ri..\: Dollars it is not Considered worthy of 
encouragement. The places which I hold for that Convenience :rn 
well as to furnish fresh Pasture for the Cattle Employed in 
rotation on the Clapmuts farm, I am led to Expeet will l>e taken 
away from me, And I am also informed the Hlaves which ~ir 
George sent me are to be recalled, this Mr. Barrow asscrtc<l in the 
Morning, and in the Afternoon I received Orders to return four, 
which I shall do without Hesitation. It therefore Appears to me 
that there is little Care remains among the Hen.els of the J)epart­
ment respecting the Improvement of the Colony or the Benefits of 
His Majesty's Service. I mu. t Coufess that the ( 'au e of great 
:Envy Originates from my havinrr taken the Uoulrnct arnl hroke 
tho Chain of a Connection n.ttempting to impose upon Guwrn111ont. 

I consi1lerecl when 1 had the honor of wailing on you with 
Rir George Yonge that Exclusive of my ~a1ary, zirorirl,rl l 1ikml 
the Appen.rancc of the 1ountrv, l was to have a ( :rnnL of la11<l a1Hl 
the Quantity name([ "·as ( )ne • 'l'hous:1111[ .Acres, and t hl'r~l"orn "h<'n 
l ,0 UIICXl>Cctedly hl•:trd ~ir c:col'!..'L' \\"H to be n»:tlkd, I .('ll( in 
a l'ctitiuu for such lnmls ,1 hid1 al pre cut yield little ur no prnfit 
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to Government. l)rincipa.lly uncler \Vater but Contiguous to Cape 
'l'own, Hut with uttention in two or three Years may yield some 
Profit, Sir Goorgo caused them to be Surveyed and Intended to 
have fnlfill'd the Engagcme11t entered into at \Vimbledon, But 
before the Burgher Senate gave in their report he had not power 
to .Arrange it. Having the Honor Yesterday of waiting on His 
Excellency Major General Dundas respecting the Agricultural 
J)epartment I was Surprised to be informed that His Excellency 
knew nothin~ of my Situation. I explained the whole as far as 
lay iu my power out it did not appear Satisfactory. It therefore 
becomes N cceRsary that my Situation and your Inteutions in 
scncling me out, slwulcl Le Properly Explained from home to this 
Government arnl I hope Sir you will 1Jy tlw Earliest Opportunity 
Hignify the same. The Security for my Wife in the Event of my 
J)eath i' unfortunately Omitted which is of Serious Consequence 
but 1 trust you will direct that to be Executocl. 

I have sown nothing yet lmt the time is Expected to Commence 
next month when rain is looked for hy Old farmers, who are 
nearly Certain about the \Yeather. I hope if I am properly 
assisted and not robl>ed of the Strength Sir George furnished me 
witJi, to set a good Example next Season to the Public, on the 
Contrary it must have a bad Effect, and I am sony to say every 
J~ffort is ]\faking hy the first leading Men to overturn the Good 
Intentions design'd Ly Sir George whose attention to General 
Improvements was indefatigable for which he has the Thanks of 
the Puulic. T Consider it is your wish I shall go on as rapidly as 
PoRsiblc, not Confining Myself to One Spot, for that Cannot 
answer. ~ir Georgn can point out the Situation of the land I now 
have, and must Unavoidably olcl, for the use of Government, and 
therefore I recommend you to have his Opinion, after which Sir 
I hope you will <lo me the farnur to send Instructions how I am 
to proceecl, I am E"-trcmely Anxious for more hands to Cultivate 
all the Govcmment Places which arc good and Extensive and 
therchy Le Al,le to attain the Great Ohject <lesirccl. The Heavy 
Expencc is now Over, and in a short time an Ample return will 
he mac le, alHl he a,;snre<l Sir in a very few years altho' there Exists 
at pre ·ent a Scarcity it will Le over llmthcn'd with Corn, The 
Land is <:ornl :tJl(l an lmrnc11. c Quantity. The ScaRon to work is 
~hort, wlii •his again Lit, the Impleme1tb, al o hocking, unt when 
li11plemc11l:5 \\hich c·an \\'ml· in the Pry Season with half the 
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Number of Cattle are Introcluced leaving them only to sow in the 
three l\Ionlhs the Difference will be beyond all Calculation. 

I sent an Account of other Necessary tools which will he 
wanting and beggeu for hanus of all Descriptions to be sent, which 
I hope if not done you "ill be pleased to forward and be assured 
Sir it must .Answer on a large Scale. 

I hope this will find you all<l your good Lady and family well I 
am happy to say all in my Department have cnjoyeu much better 
health than I could expect. I have &c. 

(Signed) WILLIA~f DUCKITT. 

Ad ,;crtiscnwnt. 

Notice is hereby given that in consec1uence of Letters I>atent 
under the Great Seal of the United States of America, bearing 
date at Philadelphia the 22nd day of l◄'ebruary 17D9, having been 
receiveu by Mr. John Elmslie appointing him Consul for the said 
United States, at the Cape of Good Hope all<l the Depenuencies 
thereof, that the aforesaid Mr. J olm Elmslie is accepted anu 
acknowleuged as such by the Government of this Colony. 

Castle of Good Hope 28th April 1801. 

By Command of His Ilonor the Lieutenant Governor. 

(Signed) A. BARNARD, Secretary. 

[Copy.] 

Proclamation by IIis IIonor MAJO!t GENERAL l◄'RANCIS Dm,DAS, 

Colonel of IIis J.[ajcsty's Scotch Bri!Jarfr, Governor of Carrick­
fergus in Ireland, Licntcnrmt Gov/'mor, Actin!J Govi rnor a ,ul 
Commander in Chirf of 11 is J.fajcst!J':, Uastfr, '1'01rn a n,l Hrltlt­
mmt of the Capr of Good llopc in So11th .Africa & of the 
Territories and D11>nult ncics tlu rwf, (e; 0 rd i,11try (\'.; Vic,· 
Admitul of the same. 

\Vhereas it has lmen represented lo me l1y the Supreme :mcl 
i-;pe<.:ial Coun11is~ion for regulating the < 'onsmnption of Grain i11 

 

 



fl cord of flu C(l})I' Colony. 470 

thi' Colon· that if u general p •nni ion were gi;-en to tho farmer· 
am! otht•rs dw lling in the l'orn awl distant T>istrict nf tl1is 
i-:;ettlt>rnrnt to kill (1.unc, \\ ithont any prohibition or limitation nf 
time, iL would among other saiutary effects enable them to bring 
into the ~toros of Cape Tcm n a very considerable quantity of 
Grain moi·e than the present rnstridion will allow them Lo do. 
And whereas all measures for r 'lieving the inconveniences at­
tending the present carcit • of grain in the Colony demand my 
firnL and most erious attention after due consideration of the . aicl 
repr •flentations laicl before me, and of the important purposes 
therein stated, l haYo thou"hL fit mul oxpetlient to ortler, and by 
virtue of the powers in me vc. tcd it is hernby accordingly ordered, 
that from tho date of the. o pmrnnt it iihall he permiU01l to the 
farmers and other· dwelling in the Country Districts of this 
14ottlemont and in uch parts of the 'ape District as lie l>cyond 
tho distance of six hours or thirty miles of Cape Town to kill 
Game at all ~ca. ems of the Year without Licences or any pro­
hibition or restriction. And I do further order and declare that it 
shall not he lawful for any person or pcr::ions within the afore ·aid 
diRta11ce of , i. hour or Thirty mile· of Cape Town, to kill any 
species of game e.·eept uud •r uch limitations, restriction· and 
coll(litions as are contained in the orders and regulations laid 
down on that suhj ct hy the ancient Government, and specified 
and iiet forth in the proclamation of tho 15th of July 1800. 

It is moreover my positive or<ler that no licence money shall in 
futm e he levied upon persons applying to the Secretary's Oflice of 
tho Colony or to the Landdrost of ~tellenbosch, for permission to 
kill (fame within the afore ·aid distance of Cape To,rn, it 1Jeing 
required only that the said 1~rmissiou be written upon the u ual 
Stltmp. 

Given mHler my Hand..,. ~cal at the Castle of Good Hope this 
30th 1lay of April 1801. 

(8igned) }'U,\.'UIS DUNDAS. 
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[Office Copy.] 

Letter Jro,n the RIGIIT Ho::-rnuitABLE Lonn HOBART to 
MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS. 

DOWNING STREET, 1st l\fay 1801, 

Sm,-As Sir George Yonge will undoubtedly 
26th Oct. 1800, have left the Uape of Good Hope loner before this Ono not dittecl, ' h 

5th Juny. 1801, Dispatch can reach you, it is necessary I should 
~!k " ,, convey to you my sentiments upon the most im-

l0th ,, portant Points adverted to in the Lcttern I have 
~~:k received from him of the dates mentioned in the 

Margin, Copies of which will, I conclude, have been 
left in your hands with the official correspondence of the Govern­
ment of the Settlement. 

With respect to the Prisoners tried by the Courts of Justice for 
open Rebellion in the District of Graaf Reinet, it appears to me 
Matter of extreme Surprise that any Delay should have lieen 
permitted in carrying into Execution the Sentence passed hy the 
Court, after a solemn and regular Trial, upon the Reveral Persons 
convicted not only by the most clear and indisputable Proofs, but 
by their own Confession. The Crimes of which they have been 
convicted, and the State of the Colony, called for immediate and 
exemplary Punishment, and no Grounds have been stated on 
which that punishment has been suspended. I am therefore to 
desire that, unless the Law has already been suffered to take its 
Course, or unless the Reasons for the respite which has been 
afforded, shall appear to you to be sufficiently urgent to authorize 
a Reference to this Country, you will give immediate orders for 
the Sentences pronounced by the Court to be carried into Execu­
tion without further delay. 

I am aware of the manifest defects of the present System of the 
Administration of ,Justice at the Uape, and it is not surpri~ing that 
British Subjects should submit to the decrees of it with reluetail<'e, 
but as it would be highly inexpedient to make any Alteration at 
1~resent, the British Subjects at ihe Cape rnuf!t l>e amenaule to 1.he 
Laws of the Settlement, as they now stand, until the whole 
8ul>ject can be considered ancl revi:-;C(l, all(l Rome l>ettcr ,Judicial 
~yHtem Le suhstitule1l in lieu ol' the preHent 1lefoclive Establish-

11 
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rncnts. In order to remorn any <lonlit that may be cntcrtainc<l 
,diether a British Subject re iding at the Cape can 11• Jure claim 
an E. emption from the Laws ol' the Settlement as long as His 
Majesty shall think proper that they slinll continue in :Force, aml 
in onler that a Question of such Importance may be explaine,l to 
you as fully as possible, I herewith inelo,;e to you, for your In­
l'ormation, a Copy of a Hcport of His l\lajesty's ~\.ttorney nrnl 
Solicitor General to the J)nkc of l'mtland, date,l 15th Octoher 
1708, on the Occa. ion of a reference from the Governor of l\far­
tinique on a similar Occa:--ion. 

In the case of ::\Ir. Crcen, as -tatecl by Sir George, I am inclined 
to think that this <:entlemnn not having married in the Colony, 
the Hight to the Property in 11ue,tion cannot, with Pro11riety, he 
referre1I to the Principle of l>utch L.tw. llut I should hope you 
will be able to settle the matter lict,reen the Parties without 
invoking the Necessity of an Appeal to legal J>ceision in this 
Country, where it must otherwise he ultimately decided. 

I am by no Mean· dispo ed lo enter entirely into the Appre­
hensions whieh seem to be felt by the Commissioners in Graaf 
Heinet ,\ith regard to the Caffrc ( 'hief Gnyka. The various 
intcrc:--tc<l l\fotirns that operate with the pt>r ·ans who trans111it the 
neport.'i from that Quarter wi11 he too well known to you to rc111le1· 
it 11cces ary for me to say more than that I think these reports 
ought not to be too readily cre,lited. 

The annual Circuits to he made hy two l\Iemliers of the Court 
of ,T usticc, according to Sir George\; LetLer of the 5th of January, 
cannot fail to prot1uce Ycry liencfi<:ial Effects. Ju ticc \\ ill un­
<1oulite<lly be admi11isterecl in a 111a1111er more con._ouant to tlto 
Law, and more sati~factor to th,• J nhabitants, than by the 
J >eeisim1s of the local ::\Ingistrates, who may or will he supj>o"cd 
to he inllucnCL'U l>y Partialities a111l Prejudices. Thi.- co11 idPm­
tion, indeed, : ppears to lllL' tu luwe o nrnch '\\' eight, that 1 woul1I 
rceom111crnl tltnt can• shoul1I he taken tlrn! 011 these or1·asio11 • th1• 
lnitl'r lwn11i not act as ,Judge-; or ,Jmor, Im( be i;imply consi1lerc1l 
11 pulilit' \ten ·e1~. 

Fr11m the Zeal and ,J111lg,•1111°11!, rnanifl'~lc1l l>y the Fis,·al on 
'\1•1·y o<·ca ·ion, I h.tH' 110 d1111l1L that llH· j>l.111 hL• has m11l1•rl.1kc•11 

to pn•parn for the Ht•gulatioll of tli1• < 'irc11its \\ ill be as, ati !~1< tory 
:is tht• pre eul situation of tl11 < \,lolly \I ill ad1nit of ill :111 ,\n·, ngc, 
11H•11l of thi • ~ 'aturc. 

J 11 
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I cannot aYoill noticing the Escape of the Prisoner senlenc ,a to 
be hanishe<l for life to Port Jackson. The preten<led Mistake of 
tho Officer should lrnve been, an<l if omitted to have been, shouhl 
be, even now, strictly investigated and severely punished. Tho 
Consequences of such Negligence may be Yery serious, and I am 
afrai<l this is not the first instance of the kin<l. 

I nee<l scarcely recommend that Care should be taken that 
Mr. J~yles, at Algoa Bay, shoul<l be properly instrncted in the 
manner of furnishing Supplies for Fort :Frederick. The Mode by 
which he obtains his Cattle shoulJ be public, under the Sanction 
of OoYermnent, and with the particular and imme<liate knowledge 
of the oflicer comman<ling at Algoa Ilay. You must be well 
aware of tho Inconvenience and trouble such a traffic might 
otherwise create. 

Sir Oeorge Yonge's ol,servatious on the Enormous Extent of the 
Loan T,ancls, and the Evils necessarily resulting from the defects 
of the System according to which they arc at present managed, 
appear to me to he very just, and however applicable that System 
might have been in the early periods of the Settlement of the 
Colony, it must now become extremely detrimental to its in­
creasing Prosperity. J shoul<l therefore be glad to receive from 
you, as soon as the subject can be completely investigated and 
exarnine<l in all its different bearings, a <letailed lteport and Plan 
fur the future l'vfanagem,:mt and Leasing out of these lands, as you 
must uo sensible that without the Advantage of these Materials, 
it is impossible to convey any Instructions, or to frame any 
practical Jtegnlations, either to correct existing Abuses, or to 
exten<l awl improve this important Branch of the public ltevenue. 

·with regard to the present Arrears due on these Lands, some 
immediate means should be a<lopte<l for inforcing tho paym(1nt of 
them; for, considering the imme<liate Advantages derived by the 
:Farmers from the free Markd, both of sale anJ purchase which 
they have enjoyed since the Surrender of the Colony, these Arrears 
cannot, I apprehernl, have arisen from Inability to pay, but from a 
very ineflicient Moue of collecting the Uevenue. 

The Explanation Sir Ueorge Yonge has given of Mr. Bianchi'R 
present Situation renJers it quite unnecessary that any further ai<l 
should lie furnished to him by the public. 

1.lr. l'rediger haYing tlic1l on his Passage, arnl nothing appeari11g 
frnm thl' ptqit>rs transmitte1l liy :-;ii' neorgP Yml"(' lo implicate ihl' 
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Persons accompanying him, in the charges alleged against him, 
they have been released and ordered to quit these Kingdoms. 
This instance affords a striking Proof that too much caution 
cannot be observed in admitting Foreigners, most particularly 
French, into the Settlement under your charge. 

The Conduct of the Missionary Van der Kemp appears very 
reprehensible; all persons of this Description should, in like 
manner, be attended to with great Circumspection. 

In tho present Situation of the Naval Resources of the Enemy, 
no great Apprehension neeil be entertained of their detaching any 
}'orce sufli.cient to endanger the Safety of the Cape, and I trust, 
with great Confidence, to your Zeal and Activity for the Con­
tinuance of the internal Trarnptillity, and the Security of that 
valuaule and important Settlement. I have, &c. 

(Signed) HonART. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from the RmuT HoxouRABLE LORD HOBART to 
1\L\.JOU GEYERAL DU .• DAS. 

DOWNING STREET, 2nd Mag 1801. 

Sm,-1 herewith transmit to you the Copy of an Order of His 
:Majesty in Council dated the 11th of February last, in conformity 
to the tenor of which you will not fail to issue a I>roclamation for 
the purpose of imposing on all Goods, Wares and Merchandize not 
of the growth, produce or m~ufacture of Great Britain or Ireland, 
which shall be imported into the Settlement of the Cape of Good 
Hope or the Territories or Dependencies thereof, from any part of 
His Majesty's Dominions, a Duty of .Five per Cent on the Yalue 
,thereof, to commence from such period (exceeding Six Months 
from the I>ublication of y~ur Proclamation) as you shall judge 
reasonable and proper, and to be rated and collected in the same. 
manner as is in use with regard to the Import Duties now levied at 
the Settlement from all ~hips and Vessels belonging to the Suhjects 
of Countries and States in amity with His Majesty, aud upon all 
Hoods and l\Icrchandize imported in the same. I have, &c. 

(~igncd) JfOUAitT. 

~ l ~ 
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(Oflice Copy.] 

Letter fro1n the RIGIIT Ho};'OUlt.\BLE Lonn ITOB.\HT to Muor. 

GENEIL\L 1)1:.XD.\S. 

DOWNIKO HTREET, 2nd May 1801. 

Sm,-Accounts have reached me hy different ehmmels which, 
though of a private nature, arc apparently entitle<l to the fullest 
credit, of a variety of Abuses having taken place under the Govern­
ment of Sir George Yonge, tending to the Injury and Vexation of 
the Inhabitants of the Colony, the prejudice of the Interests of this 
Country, and greatly affecting the honor and character of the 
British Government, I am induced to direct your attention to the 
several objects contained in the enclosed 1\fiuute, with a view in 
the first instance to remedy the Kvils and correct the Ahnses 
therein statetl, and for the purpose, in the next place, of cnahling 
me to judge, if such an J~nqniry shall not previously have been 
instituted, how far it may be advisable to recommend to His 
:Majesty to institute an Enciuiry of a very serious nature into the 
conduct of Sir George Yonge and the Persons supposed to he con­
nected with him in the transactions referred to. Under this 
Impression, it would be desirable that the Documents ,vith ,vhiclt 
you may have it in your power to furnish me, where they are not 
of a public and official nature, should he verifietl upon Oath if 
circumstances will a(lmit of it, and I have only to add that I am 
perfectly satisfied that you will be governed in your Proceedings 
upon this important suhject by a due regard to the Interests of the 
Colony and the welfare and credit of the British Government, as 
well as a just arnl impartial attention to the lrnlividuals who may 
be implicated in the ohjcct of your Investigation. I have, &c. 

(Signed) 

I Enclosure in the ahoYe.] 

l\linute. 

HonAit'l'. 

The differnnt Circunvla1H·es which lt:l\ e bee11 ~tate(l res11c(·tiug 
the allcge1l 1'.li:-;r•orHluct of Sir (1l'org\· Ycm:'l', arnl tho::;e \'llllll('1·(c1l 

with him, mnv 111• compn Pd 1111d, 1 1111 f'ollo,1 i11g I IP:11! . 

i 
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1st. An Infraction of the 8th Article of the Capitulation under 
which the Colony was surrendered io His Majesty, namely in 
imposing new Taxes and augmenting those already established, 
particularly in the instances of Licences for killing Game and for 
Billiard Tables; in extending the Stamp Duties; and by a new 
Tax on Grain and Spirits, to the great dissatisfaction and Injury of 
the Inhabitants. 

2ly. A Breach of His Majesty's Instructions, in granting to im­
proper Persons the most injudicious and oppressive Monopolies, a 
part of the Emoluments of which are stated Lo have been converted 
to his own private Benefit-the Contract which was given to :Mr. 
Duckitt and two other persons of known bad character, in direct 
opposition to the opinion of the Commissary General, for supplying 
the Troops with Butcher's Meat, appears to be of this description; 
and the exclusive privilege which was given to Mr. Peters, ·with 
two Persons named ·walker and Robertson, of cutting Wood at 
I>lettenberg Bay and of selling the same at Capetown, is another 
instance of the same nature. Th3 Stipulation with Mr. Duckitt 
for the Supply of Butcher's Meat being that the Price to be paid 
shall be the same as the Market Price of Capetown, and that it 
shall fluctuate with the fluctuations of the Market, is in itself of a 
very suspicious and objectionable Nature, but if it be further true, 
as is stated, that in order to enable the Contractors to commence 
their Speculation, the Go_vernor caused the enormous Sum of 
04,000 Rixdollars to be advanced .out of the public Treasury to 
Mr. Duckitt and his Partners in the ContrQ,ct, that he caused a 
considerable number of Cattle, purchased with the public Money, 
to be delivered over to them, and that they alone were put in 
possession of all the Grazing Farms in the neighbourhood of Cape­
town, the Governor having for this purpose dismissed the Persons 
by whom they were held without satisfactory reasons for that 
Measure; and if it should appear, as is positively stated, that the 
combined effect of these Arrangements would be to give the com­
plete Monopoly over, and Command of, the Meat Market at Cape­
town to Mr. l)uckitt, he woukl not only be enabled arbitrarily to • 
increase the Price of Meat to the Iuhabitants, but as a necessary 
coufle(J_uence according to the terltls of his Contract, proportion­
ably to raise the price at which he was Lo supply the Government. 
Such a UomlJiuation of Circu!llstances woultl certainly aITord a 
Htrong Presumption of a Dread1 of Duty ou the J_Jart of Sir George 
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Yonge, in entering into such a Contract in Opposition to tho 
Opinion and Remonstrances of the Commissary General, arnl in 
placing in the Hands of two men so notoriously disaffected as 
Messrs. Sebastian van Reenen and Jacobus van Reenen (Partners 
with Mr. Dnckitt in the Contract), the power of interfering with 
the regular supply of the Market in an Article of so much Impor­
tance. It will therefore be necessary that this Transaction should 
be very minutely investigated, and that Suspicion of Corruption 
or Fraud should either be completely removed, or, if possible, so 
traced as to leave no doubt as to the Parties to whom the Guilt of 
it may attach. The same observation will apply as to the mode 
adopted for supplying Capetown and its Vicinity with Wood 
of every description, in which the greatest .Abuses are stated to 
have been practised by Mr. Peters and Messrs. Walker and 
Robertson. In this Case also a large Sum of Monoy is said to have 
been advanced by the Governor to the Parties, and by the effect of 
the Monopoly the Price is stated to have been raifled one third, to 
the great Injury of the Inhabitants and of His Majesty's Service . 
.As connected with this subject, the Price paid to Messrs. Walker 
nnd Robertson for ll Vessel said to be hired under the pretence of 
0arrying Provisions to .Algoa Bay will re<]_uire particular Investi­
gation ; the principal purpose and use of this Vessel, as it appears, 
having been to bring Cargoes of Timber from thence for the private 
.Account and Benefit of Messrs. Walker and Robertson. Such 
Provisions as were requisite appear indeed to have been carried by 
this vessel from the Cape to Algoa Bay, but at an Expence 
exceeding in the proportion of eight to one that by which they 
had till then been sent by the Commissary General, arnl conse­
quently affording a strong presumption, with other Circumstances, 
of fraud on the part of the Contractorn, and of Corruption on 
the part of those by whom such a Contract could be made or 
sanctioned. 

3ly. In diverting from the :Fortifications and other puulic 
Works the Government Slaves employrnl thereupon, and in 
granting the use of them arnl other property l1elonging to the 
public to the persons above mentioned, for their private use and 
Emolument. 

4thly. A la,ish and unnecessary Ex.pell(liturc, and improper u. c 
of the puhlic M:ouey aud Store~, namely in the Creation of' new, 
unnecessary and vexatious Oflices, in open Breach of his lustruc-
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tions, such as Commissioners of Woodlands, Commissioners of 
Corn, Tasters and Deputy Tasters of Wines and of Brandies, 
Keepers of Canteens, as well as other Employments not particu­
larly specified, and in the Erection of new and expensive Buildings, 
many of them for private purposes, and all in direct violation of 
the Minute of the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury of the 28th 
November 1764. 

5thly. By receiving from Mr. Hogan, and appropriating to his 
own Use, a Sum, reputed to be £5000 Sterling, for permission to 
import into the Cape 800 Slavei3. This Charge has been distinctly 
brought forward from many Quarters, all of which concur in stating 
that there can be no doubt of procuring complete Evidence of the 
Fact. 

In addition to these Charges two other Transactions which, ii 
the Information upon the Subject be correct, involve in consider­
able Guilt not only those who were concerned in them, but even 
those who sanctioned or connived at them, if by their public 
Situation it was in their power to prevent or punish such 
Enormities, require particular Investigation. These two transac­
tions are:-

1st. The Circumstances attending the Captures made by the 
Privateer the Collector, and the Cargo of Slaves with which that 
Privateer returned to the Cape. Of the latter, not less thrm 90 
out of 250 are said to have perished from Want of Water on their 
short Passage from Mozambique, where they had been illegally 
obtained, to the Cape. The guilt of all the Parties directly or 
indirectly concerned in the illegal and piratical Proceedings of this 
Privateer is so enormoust the steps taken against her pretended 
Prizes were so tardy and reluctant, that coupling these circum­
stances with that of none of the avowed Delinquents having been 
prosecuted, it is imlJossible not to wish to see removed the 
Suspicions that have in consequence arisen, as it is trusted they 
will be by a full Investigation. 

The second point which calls for Enquiry arises out of the 
Capture of the Chesterfield Whaler, and the mysterious Departure 
first from the Cape, and then from St. Helena, of the Lady Yonge, 
supposed to be engaged in a similar pursuit with the Chesterfield, 
and having Mr. I>eters, one of the Persons above mentioned, on 
boanl. 

The Surmizes that arc afloat that tho Governor and his Secretary 
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were interested in these Rhip8 aIHl privy to their Proceedings are 
:;o very discre1litable, and would involve them in consequences so 
very serious, that the Hnl1ject cannot he too soou eIH1uired into awl 
sifted to the Bottom. 

[Original.] 

Letter frmn MR. JonN I>mNGLE to .MAJOR GEXEHAL 

DUNDAS. 

CAPE TOWN, 2nd May 1801. 

8rn,-:Enelosed I heg lease to transmit for your information 
copies of various Documents received hy me from the Governor in 
Council of St. Helena, by which you will perceive the reasons why 
the supply of Chinese Articles destined for the use of this Colony 
have not been forwarded from thence. 

I have only to add that as it is evident no blame whatever 
attaches to any branch of the Hon'ble East India Company's 
service for this failure, every thing dependant upon them having 
1,een done, I request you will inform me whether it is the intention 
of Jli8 Majesty's Government in this Colony to maintain the 
J>rinciples on which Sir George Yonge seems to have acted, in 
order that the necessary Rteps may be taken to bring a question of 
so much Importance to a final issue, or whether l shall under­
stand that the Supplies are in future to be brought and a1lmitted 
into the Colony without any Impediment. I have &c. 

(Signed) J OIIN PRINGLE, 

Agent to the Hon. E. I. Com1iany. 

lThe enclosures, which are lengthy, merely show that 8ir George 
Yonge would not allow goods from the East to be landed without 
his 11revious license l1eing applied fur and given, which the agents 
of the East India Company at Ht. Helena would not ask for, as 
they held iL to he an interference with the Company's rights.] 
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[Uopy.l 

Li.~t of Ci'l'il Appointment~ madr during the Administration 
nf the lat,· Goi-rrnor Srn GEORGE Yo~GE. 

Date of 
. Appoint• 

ment. 

1800. 

13 Jan. lllr. H. Illakc 

18 Aug. Mr. H. Illakc 

18 Aug. ~fr. A. de Waal 

Na lure of the A ppoin\­
meut. Salary. lly whom paid . 

j PnvateSecrctary to} {Bz the Ci,:il 
1 Sir Gcorn-e Yonn-e £1200 I ayI?-aster m 

" " Sterlmg 
--[By His Majesty'R 

{
Examiner and} Receiver General 
'l'aHter of Cape 500 in Paper Cur-
Wine and Ilran<ly reney of the 

{
Deputy Examiner} 

ancl 'l'a~ter of Cape 
"\Vine and Brandy 

200 

Colony 

Do. 

18 Aug. Mr. C. D. "\V entzcl iners ancl 'l'asters {
Clerk to the Exam-} 

100 Do. 

20 Aug. 

20 Ang. 

1 Sept. 

1 Sept. 

1801. 

Lieut. McNab. 

of Cape Wino 
{~faster of the Can-l 

tine in the Castle f 

. , Cantine in tho rMnoter ot the! 

L1cnt.-Col.Cockbum l Barracks of Cape 

Lieut. Lazenby 

'.l'own l:MaHter of the Can-1 
tine~ at SirnonH 
Town and M uizcn-
hurg 

{Ma tor of the Can-} 
Lieut. M. llolhurn. tine at Wynherg 

I Mar. l\lr. Somerville !Deputy Resident! 
Co111miH~ioner !lf 
the DiHtrict of 
Gnaff Hciuct 

J lar. l\lr. Daniel !Secretary to the! 
Co111111i.Hioners of 
tho rn.tri('t of 
G raaff Hein ct 

200 Do. 

200 , Do. 

120 Do. 

GO Do. 

200 Do. 

100 Do. 

£1Gti0 
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-- - - - -
Jhte of Nature of the Appoint-Appoint- Nnm<'. Salary. By wll()m p:tlU. 
meut. ment 

1800. 
{
InHpcctor of the} [

Out of the HurpluH 

27 Dec. Mr. J. II. Greene. Government £200 of tho ~I oney 

Granaries ariHin~ from !he 
8ale of !he Grain 

27 Dec. Mr. 0. Dergb. Inspector of Do. Do. 200 Do. 

{
8torckeeper and} 

27 Dec. Mr. A. Ficek 'l'rcasurer to the 300 Do. 
Granaries 

27 Dec. Mr. T. Faire Secretary to Do. Do. 100 Do. 
--

£800 

(Signed) A. BARXARD, Secretary. 

[Copy.] 

Ret11rn of additional lffilitaty A11pointments by Rm GEOJtGE Yo. ·c1-,1 

JJoronr.t, J(.IJ., &c., &c., during his late Gurirnmrnt, z111id at 
this office. 

PAY OrFrC'E, CAPE OF Goon IIOPE, 6th ]fay 1801. 

31 Decemucr 17D0. Lieut-Col. Cockburn, Deputy 
Barrack Master General £,j 17 10 0, 

31 December 1700. Capt. T,t. G. J>. Tucker, 
.Assistant Do. 18'..l 10 (} 

31 Dccomuer 1700. James l\faynanl,, 1crctary 18'..l 10 () 

1 J?ebrnary 1800. .J. R<1uil,h, B.1\1. Capl' Town \ll ;) () 

1 February 1800. Lt. Lazenliy, JLM. ~imons Town 01 j 0 
22 March 1800. F. Wilson, Assistant B.M., Cape 

Town 3G 10 0 
1 January 1801. Lt. Ilollmrn, lLM. at Mui:;en-

berg. !ll ;; () 

4.:1'..l:.!'..l 1 ii 0 
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[Office Copy.] 

Letter from, the HIGHT HosouRADLE Lo1m HonART to MAJOR 

GENERAL DUNDAS. 

DOWNING STREET, 9th Ma!/ 1801. 

Sm,-His :Majesty having jmlged it expedient for His Service to 
nppoint Lord Glenbcrvie to the office of Joint Paymaster of His 
l<'orces, at the moment when his Lordship was on the point of 
proceedin~ to the Cape of Good Hope in consequence of his 
nomination to the Government of that Colony, and it having 
been stated by Lord Glenbervie that he had incurred considerable 
expence for the purpose of filling that situation in a manner 
suitable to its respectability and consequence, and that having held 
the office of Commissioner of the Treasury he had vacated that 
office upon His l\lajesty's having thought proper to place him in 
the Government abovementioned. 

I have therefore received the King's Commands to signify to you 
it is His Majesty's pleasure that as an indemnification for the 
expence and losses so incurred you do remit to Lord Glenbervie 
the sum of £2931 10 l½, being the proportion of Salary of the 
Governor of the Cape of Good Hope at the rate of £10,000 
per annum from the 9th of December 1800, the day on which 
Lord Glenbervie ceased to be entitled to Salary as Commissioner 
of the Treasury, until the 23rd of March last, the period of his 
Lordship's appointment to the office of Joint Paymaster of His 
:Majesty's .Forces, and that you are to charge the same on the 
lwvenue of the Settlement. I have, &c. 

(Signed) 

[Copy.] 

Letter froni :MAJOR Gt:.~}:RAL DU.SDAS to Mlt JOHN JlHINGLE. 

CAl'E ToWN, 12 Ma!/ 1801. 

Srn,-1 have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
2ml Instant together with certain papers and copies of a corres­
pondence which has taken place between the late Governor of the 
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Cape Sir George Yongo and tho Governor and Council of ~t. 
Helena upon the subject of a prohibition lately mado by authority 
of this Government with respect to the importing China <loods 
intended by the Hon'ble Rast India Company for the supply of 
this Settlement, and have to acquaint you in reply thereto that no 
new Instructions having been received from His Majesty's Ministers 
so· as to alter in any way the practice heretofore established by His 
Majesty's Order in Council dated 28th December 1796 for supply­
ing the Cape with Goods from India or Uhina I am totally at a 
loss to assign any cause for Sir George Yonge's refusal to permit 
in the usual manner the landing of the Uhina Uoods from Ht. 
Helena destined for the Cape. The previous license from C:overn­
ment here required by Sir George Yonge appears to me unnecessary, 
and as far as I am able to judge the step taken by the late 
Governor in not sufferin.., the Uhina Goods to be landed as stated 
in the forementioned correspondence will be considered irregular if 
not an infringement of a privilege of the East India Company 
never before questioned to import Goods into this Settlement 
agreeable to the Indents transmitted by their agent here. 

Being of opinion that the Inhabitants of this Colony will suffer 
great inconvenience in consequence of depriving them of the 
requisite supply of Stores and commodities from China I have to 
request that you will a,lopt such measures as are necessary or in 
your power in order that the 8tores landed from the China ~hips 
and deposited in the ·warehouses at Ht. Helena for the purpose of 
supplying this Settlement may be forwarded by the first proper or 
favorable opportunity. I am &c. 

(Higned) :FRANCIS l>UXDAS. 

I Office Copy.] 

Letter froui the HIGHT lloXOUHAnu: Lom, lloBART to MAJOit 

GtXEltAL DUXI>AS. 

DoWNINO f-TREET, IGlh .May 1801. 

8m,-I transmit to you liy the King's Commarnls a Copy of nn 
Order of the Lords of His Majesty's Most Honorable Privy Coun<'il 
containing directions for the disposal of the Perishable Parts of the 
Cargoes of such Hussian, Swedish or Danish Ships as have been 
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or may be brought into any of the l'ortR, Harhours or Roads of any 
of the Forts and f-ettlemeuts belou;;ing to the Crown of Great 
Britain awl Ireland or into any of His l\Iajesty's Colonies, Islands 
.and l'lautations; and I am to signify to you His Majesty's 
Pleasure that you arc to take care that the said Order be duly 
carried into execution within the Seltlement of the Cape of Good 
Hope. I am, &c. 

(Signe<l) IIonA1tT. 

(Original.] 

Ldtcr from VICE ,\mtmAL Cu1ms to EvA::--. X°El'E.\.', EsQm:. 

CArE oF Gooo Hor.:, l6th May 1801. 

Sm,-His l\Iajesty's Sloop the l'rny11in anfred in Simons Jlay 
on the 1:Hh instant, after a very long passage from England of 
Thirteen Weeks and Firn Days. 

By this Ve. scl I receive<! the following Orders. One of the l;ith 
,January to detain and bring, or Sell(l iuto the nearest I>ort 
hdonging to His l\Iajes y, all Ships of \Var, or Vessels of any 
de; cription helonging to the Powers of Hussin, Denmark an<l 
:-;wed@. .Ami also printe<l ( hdl'rs from their Lordships to the 
ii:une effect, a11d addrc sc1I generally to the Cnptains all!l Corn­
maudern of His Maje ty's , hips an<l V c. sds. 

An Onler date<! :30th ,January, to tuke the />rn911in under my 
Com11Htllll. The above Orders shall be duly attcnde,l to. • 

I am &c. 

(Sigued) 1:oc:1m Ct·nns. 

rcopy. J 

Lella Jro,n Vrc1-, .,\ 1n111tAL ClJitTIS lo th,· ::\L\nQUIS OF \Yt-:Ll,F.Sl.F.Y. 

CAl'E OF Oooo llon:, IGt/1 May 1801, 

.:\1 \' Loin> 11.\IIQlll~,-lly tho J.llor,1in.'Jfon l'aekct wl1ich anivc1l 
l1cre or1 the J:Jth in taut I re,·cirnd yom L1111lsl1ip'a Letter of the 
h,t :.\larch. 

Ju the Gtlt l'aragmph your l.11rd. hip informs me, that "you 
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deemed it necessary to give me the earliest information of the 
necessary change of your measures, in order to obviate the incon­
venience of my acting in conformity to the plan of operations 
which your Lordship communicated to me in your Dispatch of the 
26th of January." 

By my Letter of the 23rd April (the original of which was con­
fided to Mr. Durand in the American Ship the Elizabtlh, and the 
Duplicate sent by the Ship Suffolk) your Lordship will be informed 
that conformably to your urgent request I had sent two Ships for 
the purpose of joining the Armament from India destined to act 
against the Isle of :France, although I thereby had only one Ship 
remaining in the Colony. And I must confess that owing to the 
intelligence received of the intentions the French Government had 
of sending a Naval and Military Force to Isle l<'rance, I did not 
dispatch these Ships without apprehension for their safety ; but 
ardently desiring to assist your Lordship's views to the utmost of 
my power, and as your Lordship moreover intimated to me it was 
possible the Armament would be attended by only the Armed 
Ships of the East India Company, I was induced to adopt the 
measure. In order to comply with your Lordship's desires I was 
under the necessity of sending the Ships as speedily as possible 
after I got your Letter; and I hope your Lordship will pardon me 
for presuming to observe, that as a Ship in her passage from 
Calcutta to me must pass over more than Three Thousand Leagues, 
there can be no obviating the inconveniences that arise to the 
Services I have to perform, by a change of the measures · your 
Lordship proposed, and for the furtherance of which I had made 
the requisite arrangements. Indeed the immense distance there is 
between us, the length of time required for communication, and 
the consequent probability of circumstances occurring on either 
part, to frustrate any projected scheme, render the prosecution of 
any Enterprize extremely hazardous, the success of which depends 
on a junction at a given time, and the co-operation of ]forces to be 
sent from India and the Cape of Good Hope. 

In your Lordship's Letter to which I am now replying you 
acquaint me that events may arise which may occasion the ex­
pedition against Isle :France to be again resumed, and possibly 
between the Monthe of May and August, and that in such case 
your Lordship relies with confidence upon such assistance from me 
as I may he able to afford. 111 an, ,n-r to thi I can :mfcly say, 
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there is not a l\fan existing more ardently desirous than I am to 
use every possible exertion for promoting tlie pul>lic Senice. But 
the Month of May is now far aclvance<l, an<l I have only two P.hips 
in Port, the Trcmc,ulouB and Adnmant, the former so crippled hy 
her very long cruize off Rio <le la Plata that, with my resources 
here, it will be some time before she will be ready for f:ervice; 
and tho latter altogether in so had a state that she is fit for no 
Service at all. The two Ships that are now cruizing off the Island 
of Rodriguez to meet the Armament from In<lia in compliance 
with your Lordsbip's wishes have directions to continue there until 
tho end of June (beyond which time it would be impossible for 
them to remain), and iu case they heard nothing of the Armament 
at that period, they have Llirections to repair to the Cape. If 
therefore General Baird or Colonel \V ellesley should proceed for 
Isle France by w.1,y of Rodriguez, before the end of June, they will 
he joined by these Ships. But in case they should not, your 
Lordship must plainly see these Officers can have no assistance 
from my ,.<1nadron. 

Your Lordship being desirous that the earliest and most 
authentic information shoulil be conveyed to Major General Baird 
and Colonel ·wellesley, both with re poet to the Isle of :France, 
arnl to the means which I may possess of co-operating with the 
force to he eventually employed for its reduction; and your Lonl­
ship having put the .;.llornington l'acket under my orders for that 
purpose, I shall send her directly to Mocha, with a Dispatch 
ad<lressed (a your Lonh;hip desires) to the Officer Commanding 
the J \ritish Troops on the Coasts of the lte(l Sea, to the care of 
Mr. Charles Stoke::;, or, in his abseuce, of the Company's Broker at 
Mocha. In the Dispatch I Rhall sernl a Copy of the Letter 1 wrote 
conforrnnhly to your Lordship's request, to be Rent to 13atavia, a 
Copy of whid1 J transrnitte<l to your Lordship with my Letter of 
tho ~:lnl of April: The -i two Letters contaiuing all the i11fonna­
tio11, 011 every point, th,tt it is in my power to commuuieate. 

The Commander of the ,llorninyton agreeably to your Lonlship's 
de ire shall he <lirec·le<l to take from l\loeha snch Dispatches as 
Mr. Ht.okes, or the Company's Broker may deliver for the (fovem­
onr <leneral in Con11cil, and to proceed with them from l\Iocha 
with all pmetic,Lble expe<lition to Calcutta. I harn &c. 

l:oc,EJ: l'l'I:n . 
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[Copy,] 

Letter from MAJ@ Gmmn \L DuXDAS to tlrn l\LuttiuIS 
0.1!' "\V ELLESLEY. 

CAPE OF Goon IloPE, ;Jfoy lith l!:-01. 

l\iy Lonn,-I }rn,ye the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
your (most secret) Dispatches dated the 1st and 2nd of March, 
which arrived here tho 13th instant, brought by tho 1lfurni11!Jfo,i 
]>acket, adclressed to His Excellency Sir George Yonge, hut de­
liYered into my hands by l\1r. Pringle, and avail myself of an 
opportunity which now offers by the sailing of the N11l1rtll for 
India, of giving an early reply to tho several points containCll in 
your letters of the 1st aml 2nd of March as ahove mentioned, 
which I shall proceed to notice in tho or<ler in which they starnl. 

2. I have alrea<ly had tho honour of eommunicating tu Your 
Lorclship, in my letter of the 2Gth of .,\pril, tho departure of a 
Squadron of His :Majesty's Ships from hero commarnlCll hy Sir 
Home J>opham, which sailecl in two Divisions, one on the 28th of 
:February and the other on the 30th of l\fareh Inst, having on hoanl 
them a Detachment from this Ganison of aLout 1200 ::\fen in­
cluding Offteers, composecl of a Trnop of tho 8th Hegiment of 
Light Dragoons, one Company of Artillery, aml the fil~t ltPginwnt 
of :Foot; all of whom will I hop!! real'h thl'ir pla<'<' of d1•slination 
in the healthful stale in which they ernharkl'<l, hrning la•<·n pro­
vi1led here with every article necessary lo CJi:tl>lc them imrnediatl'ly 
to take the field, arnl being a very fine Jlmly of Wl'll di ripli1w1l 
Sol1liers, I am conficlent their exertions if 1n·opPrly 1lire1•ted ,,ill 
greatly eontrilmto to the success of the E:q>edition, whi<'h your 
Lorclship has informed mo His ~1ajl'sty's Ministers ha,·e ill ,iew 
against the Enemy in Egypt, all<l in whi<'h it i8 inle11<led your 
Lordship shoulll assist from this i:;ide of tho ltecl Rea. 

:t Having informed your Lordship, in thl' forl'going part of tl1i 
Dispatch, of the number a]l(l condilion of the wry eflel'lirn I >e­
tachment which, in punrnancc of II is .'.\1aj<· ty's ( nmrnarnls, has 
l1eon furnished for the service of I rnli:i frum the Garrison of t hu 
Cape, and whieh has l1l'en ns '< t slP11derly n·placc:l liy the li:ith 
Hogiment from England, con-<i li11g ol' about !JOO m1trai11<·d ll11yR, 
it is I pn! nm1• 111111ere.' an· to f.1:1 'mtwh in 111d1•1' (o <·011\'it11'<' \'0111 
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Lordship how improper it might be considered in me the com­
plying at present with your re11uest of sending one Regiment of 
Infantry to India, in addition to the 61st Regiment and those 
which have be.en so lately sent there from the Cape by His 
Majesty's Commands; but I must beg to be permitted to state, as 
a further reason for my noncompliance with your Lordship's com­
mands upon this occasion, that, as it appears, the Dispatch from 
Mr. Secretary Dundas directing your Lordship to co-operate with 
Sir Ralph Abercromby for the purpose of expelling the French 
from :Egypt is dated the 6th of October 1800, and as the letters 
which I received by Sir Home Popham, in consequence of which 
the Detachment from hence for the Red Sea was placed under his 
orders, left :England nearly two months subsequent to the Orders 
your Lordship received, (in the month of December) but brought 
me no Instructions for a further reduction of our forces at the 
Uape, nor auythiug which could be construed a discretionary 
power vested in me upon that h~ad, I leave your Lordship to 
judge whether, under these circumstances, my taking the step you 
have desired, which would unquestionably expose the safety of this 
Settlement to hazard, would be an act in my power hereafter to 
justify; since it is evident from what I have had the honour of 
mentioning to Your Lordship that such diminution of the Militaey 
force at the Cape has not been in the contemplation of His Royal 
Highness the Commander in Chief or His Majesty's Ministers. 

4. As I am persuaded that your Lordship has been by this time 
informed of the extreme difficulties the Inhabitants of the Cape, as 
well as the Troops in Garrison, have for some time past laboured 
under from a scarcity of Bread, owing to the almost total failure of 
the last Crop, your Lordship will have been induced to abandon 
your expectation of obtaining any supply of wheat and Flour at 
present from this Settlement; however, such of the other specified 
articles of ProviRions as this Country is able to afford, every possi­
hlo exertion will he m:ied to procure, arnl though salted Beef and 
J>ork are not usually obtainahlc here, yet as it fortunately happens 
that there is a considerable quantity of salted Provisions in store 
here which ha.s lately arrived from England for the use of His 
Majesty's Naval and military service, a portion of what your 
Lordship has required will he sent, with all possible expedition, in 
a vessel which has been already hired to carry the Provi~ions, 
agreeable to your Lordship's wishes, to the J>ort of Mocha in the 

Ill. 2 K 
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Red Sea; care being taken in instructing the Commander of the 
Ship to obey the directions he may receive from Mr. Charles 
Stokes, appointed at Mocha for the purpose of forwar<ling the 
supplies from thence to the places of their destination. 

5. However willing, and indee<l anxious, I sho11ld be upon all 
occasions to meet your Lordship's wishes and to obey your com­
mands, yet my duty requires me to apprize you that should further 
Reinforcements to the Army proceeding to the Red Sea become 
necessary, such is the composition of the Garrison of the Cape, no 
effectual aid in Troops is at present procurable from it, two Regi­
ments only, the 8th Light Dragoons and the 81st Regiment, being 
in a condition to take the field, the other Corps which form the 
Garrison are composed chiefly of Boys unfit for immediate or active 
service, and who if sent to India in their present state would in­
fallibly deceive your Lor<lship's expectations and disappoint the 
public service. 

G. Your Lordship may rest assured that the resources of this 
Government, such as they are, shall l>e employed to the utmost, as 
soon as I shall receive further intelligence from you, in onler to 
assist the operations carrying on under your Lordship's onlers in 
the Red Sea, though your Lordship will perceive from the contents 
of this Dispatch how very limited the means are at present, by 
which it is in our power to contribute to your success. 

7. To the questions propose<l in your letter date(l the 21l(l of 
March I am to state for your information on the several points in 
answer as follows. 

Answer to Question 1st. The quantity of Salt Provisions speci­
fied in the List A will he furnishe(l from the Cape, as has been 
mentioned in fourth Paragraph of this letter, hut in conse<1ucnce of 
the very iuconsi<lerable and insuflicient Crop of the last Harvest 
and present scarcity in the Colony in consc(1ue11ce of it, (hain 
cannot l,e procure<l to he sent to ln<lia. Such <[U:tntity of tlte 
other arti<·les as the Country is al,lo to afford will be sent, though 
the quantity of Drie<l Fruitg procurable is uncertain. The l'rie(\S 
of the Articles to be purchased here will be transmitted as soon as 
possible. The , alte<l Beef and Pork having been paid for in 
l~ngland and sent out for the use of the Troops in Garrison, their 
value cannot be ascertaine<l at the Cape. 

Answer to Question 2nd. Bullocks for 1 )raft could be pnrehaqc<l 
at the Cape, at the mte of :JU to -!O Hi.· Dollars eal'h, but the 
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number of Horses has been so greatly diminished by a distemper 
which h&B raged for some months past, and proved fatal to almost 
all the Horses belonging to the Farmers in the Country Districts, 
that it would be extremely difficult and expensive the obtaining at 
this present time any number of Horses for supplying the Army 
in India. 

Answer to Question 3rd. The quantity of Tonnage to be ob­
tained at the Cape depends upon the shipping which may have 
accidentally arrived and are in Port at the time their services are 
required, therefore no previous accurate calculation can be made of 
what may be expected from the Government of the Cape at any 
particular time with respect to Ships for the public service. 

Answer to Question 4th. A voyage from the Cape of Good 
Hope to the mouth of the Red sea cannot, it is understood here, be 
made except at the proper season of the year, during the Westerly 
Monsoon, which commences here about the middle of May, and 
ends about the beginning of October, the length of the Voyage 
being, as it is sai<l, usually from six weeks to two months, but it 
is thought by some who are competent to judge of it, that the 
measure proposed of supplying Draft or Carriage Cattle by Sea 
from the Cape of Good Hope, for the use of the Army in the Red 
sea, would be attended with so much difficulty and delay, that if 
resorted to will in all probability prove delusive and ineffectual. 

Answer to Question 5th. o Suggestions occur here at present 
which could prove useful, or acceptable, as to the means to be sent 
from the Capo for assisting the operations in the Red Sea ; • it 
having been demonstrated that it is impossible to afford any 
important aasistance and co-opemtion in the present circumstances 
of the Colony of the Cape. 

8. All expences which shall he incurred here on account of the 
Army in the Ued Sea will be carried to the account of the Crown, 
and such Bills as are requi. ite will be drawn upon the Govern­
ments in India, in conformity to your Lordship's commands, as 
signified in your letter to Sir George Yonge of the 2nd of March, 
on that head. 

9. Copies of the Amounts of all Expenditures which may be 
made in consequence of the requests contained in your Lordship's 
1 >isputch, will be transmitted to your Lordship by the first 
favourable opportunity. 

10. I took an early opportunity of consulting with Vice Admiral 
2 K 2 
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Sir Roger Curtis upon the subject of your Dispatches, who appears 
to regret no less than I do, a want of ability to provide, in a more 
ample manner, such things as mi0 ht tend to promote the views of 
your Lordship and His Majesty's Government at home, in the 
projected attack upon the French in F_,,6ypt and our Enemies upon 
the Coasts of the lted Sea. 

11. I shall be careful of transmitting to Mr. Secretary Dundas 
a Copy of Your Loruship's Letters of the 1st and 2nd of March 
last, together with a copy of this letter which has fallen to my lot 
to have the honour of writing and addressing to Y om Lordship in 
reply thereto. I have &c. 

(Signed) 

[Original.] 

Leiter froni VICE AmtIRAL CURTIS to EVAN NEPEAN, E:-iQTIE. 

CAP.E OP Goon HoPE, 17th May 1801. 

Rm,-I shall now proceed to detail to you for the infornntion 
of their Lordships the Na val occurrences here since my Letter of 
the 23rd ultimo. 

It was indispensably necessary to make a new !fain Mast for 
the Treml'lulons, which we have now in ham!. It is a heavy job 
for us, and it is with difficulty we muster Spars sufficient for the 
purpose. \Ve are become very short of this Article, so that I 
hope the long expected lfiruiostun, or some other Storeship, will 
soon arrive. The Trrniuulous is found rotten in the Buttocks 
in several places, and is generally much shaken, but she will 
according to our means be put in the best order possible. I am 
at present directing all my attention to getting the Trcmc,ulo11s fit 
for Service, as she must again go to relieve the J11pitcr off l{io de 
la l'lata. Having heen directed to keep a Cruizer off that Hiver 
in consecptence of the probability of a :French l--11uadrnn being to 
touch there, according to the intelligence sent by l\fr. Wal1Jl•lc 
from Lisbon in l\farch 1800, in order to watch its moti011R, and 
having received no subsec1uent instrnctions from their Lordships 
on the subj~ct, I feel myself not at liberty to annul the appoint­
ment without their Lordships' authority for so doiug. 

It, is my intenliun to take every thing out uf the Star awl 
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thell'Olll~·to mapeot her, t.bat ieal oondip may be qlearly 
uoart&iDed. and if it be foand aha ia ao much decayed in her 
~ f forms lw accnuat.e eurnioa»ona wu apprehended. 
I will l8Dd her to England. 

The • poaition of my aadron ia the 11&1118 u at.ated in 'JD.'I 
Jut Lett.er datM 23rd ultimo. 

The JI~ Packet arrived here from Calcutta on the_ 13th 
blltan~ bringing diap&t,cJiea dat.ed t.be lat and 2nd of Karch fl'Om 
t.be lulquia of W ellealey to the Govemoar of thia Colony and t.o 
myaelf. • 

Hie Lordahip in hie Letter of the lat Karch inform, me of hia 
having zeceived on the 6th February Hie Majeaty'e Command, 
through Mr. Secretary Dundu, by Letter dat.ed the 6th of October,. 
to aeDd a force to the Bed Sea; and that by the same Diapa,tch he 
wu apprized of the Destination of the Armament under the 
Command of Sir Home Popham, which occaeioned him to at.ndon 
hie project,ed enterprise against the lale of France, which he 
deemed it neceaeary to appme me of, in order to obviate the 
inoonvenienoe of my ~ in oonformity to the plan of operationa 

hich be oommuoicued to me in m Diepatdi of the 26th January. 
Bu l,y ray Leta of the .23ld alti.mo, t.beir LollWaip will .. 
I aem two Shipe from henoe in OOIUMlquenoe of hie LGNlhip'1 _,. 
~ J91D181ltationa, which llliled on the 7th April n.e 

"pe will therefore be to orube (fraitlellly in every-.-) off Iba 
h1uul of Bodrigaea in the Indian Ocean (the poiat of jmw,ian 
marked out by hia Lozdlhip) antil the end of Jane; llt hiah time 
not meeting with the Armament &om India. t.lley ,,.,,- to a&ma 
to tu Cape. 

The Kaiquia of w ellea1ay however, in hie Lelt.er of lhe 
ta Kare&. iafonu me that ciroumlt.ancea may oooar in die 
Bed Sea, which may facilitate the reaumption of the Expedition 
~ the Ille of France, and in that event he reliea with oon­
ldmoe upon umt&noe from me. Hie Lordahip •ya that {dain 
in the Bed allowing of it) General Baird and Colonel 

e11e11e7 will be prepared to direct the force under their 
Oow:mendl api.nat the la1e France; and they may be expect,ed 
to mo from Mocha between the Kontha of J and ugaat. 

I obeerve, that aetting uide the impoeaibility of my 
Uliet;ing hi• Lordahip'• vieW'8 in thia object from the state and 
Diapolition of my uadrou, the Month of y is now far 
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advanced; and their Lordships will at once see the impossiuility 
of forming a junction at a given point, where Ships can only 
remain a very short time, when the time of the arrival there 
of the Force they are to join might Le any day within :Four 
Months. 

His Lordship very properly deeming it of importance that 
General Baird and Colonel Wellesley should have the earliest 
information with respect to the state of the Isle France, and the 
means I may possess of co-operating with the force to be employed 
for its reuuction, has directed the Commander of the l,fornin!Jtvn 
to obey any orders he may receive from me, and I shall therefore 
instantly send that Packet to Mocha with every information to the 
above Officers that it is in my power to furnish. 

With the Governour General's Letter to me of the 2nd March, 
his Lordship sent me the Copy of the Letter he wrote of the same 
<late to the Governour of this Colony. His Lordship's Letter to the 
Governour respected the furnishing the Army in the Red Sea with 
succours and supplies from this Colony, and his Lordship's Letter 
to me was to desire my co-operation with the Governour to tho 
same end. General Dundas has replied to the Letter written 
to the Governour; antl I have assured his Lortlship every exertion 
shall be made on my part on all occasions to promote the wishes 
antl views of his Lordship. 

The Marq_uis of Wellesley's Letters to me before referred to are 
so long that I cannot now send Copies of them, nor of my H ·plys, 
without detaining the Rattlesnake from proceeuing to St. Helena, 
which I deem improper, as the Dispatches for the Governour may 
be of great importance, out I will send Copies as soon as possible, 
as I much wish their Lordships to be in possession of the whole ' 
of the correspondence between his Lordship the Govcruour General 
and me. I am, &c. 

(f-\igued) HOGER CURTIS. 
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(Copy.J 

Letter from VruE ADMIRAL Ct.:RTIS to the MARQUIS OF 

WELLESLEY. 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, 17th ],fay 1801. 

MY Lonn MARQt.as,-By the llfornington Packet I hacl the 
honour on the !:3th instant to receive your Lordship's Letter of the 
2nd of March, accompanied with a Letter of the same date from 
your Lordship to His Excellency the Governour of this Colony. 

To the 2nd Paragraph of your Lordship's Letter to me above­
mentionecl, I have generally to declare, that in all cases where the 
Force under my Command, or the Stores of every kind belonging 
to the Naval Department can be made useful for the benefit of the 
Public interest in India, I shall cheerfully apply the same for that 
important purpose to the utmost of my ability. But as your 
Lordship has before now become acquainted with the strength of 
my Squadron-the Services it has to perform, and also informed 
in my Letter of yesterday of the present state and Dic,position of 
my Ships, your Lordship wiU see upon the whole how limited my 
means are, for the vtu-i.ous Services your LordRhip has relied upon 
my performing. But he assured my Lord, as far as I may be 
enabled. to do it, I will on every occasion, most zealously arnl cheer­
fully, conform to every wic;h of your Lordship for the general good. 

In the 3rd l'oragraph of your Lordship's Letter, you desire 
information of me respecting certain Questions contained in tlie 
7th Paragraph of your Lordship's Letter to the Governour of this 
Colony, referred to ahoYe; ancl to the 1,est of my ,Judgment, 
according to the knowledge I have liecn able to acquire on the 
Reveral her.!ls, I shall reply to these <1uestions in the order in which 
they stand. 

To the First Question. There is no Halted I>rovisions of any 
kincl curccl in this Colony: l'ruvisions of this nature are therefore 
sent from Europe for the use of His Majesty's Ships and the 
Garrison, and in such 1p1antities as are deemed necessary for the 
same. His Majesty's Naval Stores here arc at present very amply 
furnit>hecl with Saltecl PruYisions, ancl I think 1 conM now supply 
from them Two Hnnclrecl Thousand Pounds of Beef and One 
1Iurnlre1l Thousarnl Pounds of l'ork. It is to be rememherecl how­
l'\ er I am now speaking of the Stock of Salted l'ru, isiom; \I c ha ye 

... 
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at t!ti.~ 1mRrnt timr.; arnl that my Power of Supplying will hence­
forward diminish proportionahly. By the as~istance we have 
heen under the necessity of claiming from India on account of the 
great distress we are in for want of Bread, and which before now 
must have come to your Lordship's knowledge, your Lordship will 
see, that no dependance can he placed in obtaining from this 
Colony, supplies of Grain of any kind. 

To the Second Question. It is thought the difficulties atte1ulant 
on furnishing from this Colony any Horses or Tiullocks for the 
purposes of the Expedition are such, that the measure is ne.·t to 
being impracticable. For, exclusive of other ohjections; if they 
leave this Colony <luring the s:w. Monsoon in the Hed ~ea it is 
thought the Vessels containing them could not enter that Sea : and 
if they were to proceed towards the Red 8ea in the N.E. :Monsoon, 
the voyage from hence must necessarily be so circuitous and long, 
the Cattle would either perish, or be rendered unfit for ~ervice. 
It is said that from Bombay, and other partR of the Continent to 
the rTorthward of it, Cattle may be Rent to the Heu ~ca in three 
weeks during the N.E. Monsoon. 

To the Third Question. There can he no reliance placed in the 
heing able to obtain Shipping in this Colony, as occa ion may 
require, for the conveyance of Articles that it may l,e <lesirahle to 
send from hence. For as there is no Shipping belonging to the 
Colony, Vessels are only attainable as they happen to arrive; and 
it is also probable Vessels may anive uruler such circumstances 
that they cannot he taken into the Public Service. Your Lord­
ship in your Letter to the Governour here has given a Ii t of 
Articles you wish to be sent to Mocha: Rcvoral of the e Articles 
are not to l,e ohtained here, arnl for such of them as can he acquired, 
there can he no Y cssel proeure,l that is capable of carrying hut littlo 
more than One hunclre<l Tons. It will be very dangcrou~ therefore 
to dcprnd upon ~hippinf~ being procurable in this Colony. 

To the Fourth Question. Ree the remarkR 011 the 2rnl Que lion. 
To the .Fifth all(l last Question. It docs not occur to me that, in 

reply to this Qucf'tion, any thing cnn he a,!de<l to what has heen 
offered in answer to tl1e other Questions. I have ( ·c. 

(Rigne<l) Hon ER ( 'rnTis. 

W [M)N: l'i>.ISTKD BJ WILJ.U'f ('(OWi-~ A f) t-o,, u,11u1>. t!JA,!l(t',11 

A?\1> CIIA!tl!\(. Cl:~. 
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