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INTRODUCTION = . S

1. WRITTEN'SOURCES‘OF INFORMATION

~sMany authors have wrltten artlcles -on the Afrlcan Rlddle.

’ Most of these artlcles appear in Afrlcan Studles, whlch was

yformerly known as Bantu Studles. Some other arttcles are '

"‘ffound in the follow1ng books

 (1968) Nursery Tales, Traditions and

(i) -~ callaway; C.
o . : * tHlstorles of the Zulus

'(ii) Guma, S. M., : : (1967) The Form, Content and Technlque B
\ - ' -of Traditional therature 1n
sSouthern Sotho

(iii)'Finnegan, R, (1910)‘ Oral therature in Africa

(iv)f Jordan, A.C.- (1973) Towards -an Afrlcan therature

(v) Junod, H.A.

(1913) The Life of a South Afrlcan
- : Trlbe v .

© (vi) Junod, H.P. (1936) The Wlsdom of the Tonga Shangaan’~
o and Jacques,A.A. People v '

(vii) Junod, H.P, (1938) Bantu Heritage

© (viii) Lestrade, G. p. :  (1959) Traditional Literature in Bantu
L ' - .Speaking Tribes of South Africa -

(ix) Tylor, E.B.  : (1924) Primitive Culture

Althoughvthere are other books with, articles on riddles, I
’whave mentloned those whlch have been of partlcular 1mportance

in my study.v{ f

Although'these authors studied'different,aspects, there is some -



correlatlon or overlapplng 1n thelr dlscusslons. . Some

‘concentrated on the follow1ng aspects :

;(_(a) |

()
(e)

(@

(o)’

NGO

| ('g)

,0r1g1n of Rlddles,‘

- Time of telllng Rlddles

Technlque for the propoundlng of Rlddles o

Clas31f1catlon

Types and functlons of Rlddles, others lald empha51s on

Value of Rlddles amongst the people of a partlcular trlbe'

kThe effect of: Culture Contact.

'1 Most of the people who have studled rlddles are Whltes.

‘ Only very few Blacks have devoted themselves to thls study.v~

@

d(ii)‘
(iii)
(iv)
‘(V)M
- (vi)

(vii) |

Glm’la,' SoM’o‘ L

Hadebe;'S.B. :

Jordan, A.C.

Kotsane;'S.J;

Moloto, E.s;_

,Nalcene, G.

Nkonkl, G._

- We can mentlon the follow1ng :

(1967)

:,g(1967).
(1973)

: (1976)
. (1968)
(1943)
(1968)

The Form;'Content and Technique
of Tradlitional L1terature in -

VSouthern sotho

A brlef Survey of Zulu Rldd1e51

'L1m1 4
uTowards,an AfricanALiterature‘

Discussion of F1ve Northern

"Botho Rlddles

’Tswana Rlddles

Tlokwa Rlddles'

The Tradltlonal Prose of

therature

Among the Whltes Cole-Beuchat in her artlcle Rlddles 1n Bantu.'

’1n Afrlcan Studles dlscussed the or1g1n and soc1al settlng of

rlddles amongst the follow1ng tribes .‘

@
O
(o)

Tsonga and Ronga
Shona'

'Tlokwa



(@ rgatta

"(e)  Lamba
(£) . Mwera and Makua -

L._Harries‘is one of the writers who has contributed'largely_ 
inrthisefield-of‘study. ‘ In 1942 hlS two artlcles
(i)' Makua Song Riddles from the Inltlatlon thes, and

(11) Some Rlddles of the Makua People

"were publlshed in Afrlcan Studles Vol l No. l and Vol. l,

,No. 4 respectlvely.r

‘,In 1947 hlS artlcle bore the tltle "Some Rlddles of the

J

,Mwerato People" | Another 1nterest1ng artlcle is. the Rlddle

- in Afrlca, whlch appears in the Journal of American Folklore

"_(1971 No. 84)

In hlS study in Afrlcan Studies (1961 Vol. 20) J. Blacklng wrote

on the 80c1a1 Value of Rlddles Among the vVenda. = I Schapera
,‘can also be mentloned as one of the 1mportant wrlters in thlS
'fleld. : In hlS artlcle Kxatla Rlddles and - thelr Slgnlflcance

'Aln Afrlcan Studles Vol. 6 No.‘3“ he'prov1ded us w1th the

"Cla331f1cat10n of Rlddles" which is used as a- ba31s by many |
'r‘authors, 7 He cla531f1e3‘r1ddles1ac¢ord1ng to_content and, )
answer.A ﬁe differs/from~Doke, who olasSifiesfthem alphabeti—‘
:cally; and Junod whose cla531f1catlon depends on whether the »5

answer to the rlddle 1s understandable, obscure or loglcal. }

Although‘aflot‘has been  done on'African Riddles, little has'pf

‘ :been;done on the Xhosa Riddle.;' Thedonl?lworthwhile:andr



. exten51ve collectlon of 382 Xhosa Rlddles was done by R.

g -Sobukhwe and was publlshed 1n Afrlcan Studles Vol (1971
.j-pp. 117—150).. . HlS cla351£1catlon 1s based on content and :

'7answer.>h
'D F..Gowlettln hlS artlcle "Common Bantu Rlddles"4(1975)

quoted a. few examples of Xhosa rlddles. ; Slnce hlS examples"

- _‘of Xhosa rlddles are 1dent1cal to those of Sobukhwe he m1ght

~have obtalned them from Sobukhwe s collectlon.‘

faW. G Benn1e collected ‘a few rlddles in the Stewart Xhosa"-_
) Readers.;A He dld not say anythlng about the game of rlddllng ;'

"and what happens when th1s form of verbal oral art is" engaged 1n..

k Another type of rlddle 1s the problem or conundrum. o Few

conundrums have been recorded up to the present day.».' Smith l

:f'and Dale 1n The Ila—speaklng Peoples of Northern Rhodes1a quote

three found among the Ila, and Doke recorded one found in Lamba

in Bantu W1sdom—1ore (p. 119) Two found in Southern Sotho

"are mentloned by S M Guma 1n The Form Content and Techn1 ue

vof Tradltlonal therature of Southern Sotho (pp. 62 63)

; The purpose of thlS study 1s to attempt to put forward a new
:Jscheme for rlddle descrlptlon and analys1s. 51 ThlS study w1ll
“.clarify p01nts that have been 1e£t undeveloped by the earller‘;auj

7fauthors.g

2. RESEARCH CONDUCTED

‘ CISKEI ‘ | » | | » | |

. iI gathered most of the rlddles from school chlldren.,p In Allce
| I collected rlddles from chlldren of Ntselamanz1 Lower Prlmary

:‘School and Lovedale ngher Prlmary School. I conducted thlS



"research after school'hours.i' I also trled to collect ‘some -
Ilrlddles from old people, but only a few of them responded._
f_Most of them were prepared to- relate storles. ~ In Ntselamanzi
- I also gathered 1nformatlon from two old women, Nelly Xokl, and'
deontonltshl Nkalltshana,‘who told me ‘how and when rlddles werev
' asked.‘a At Lovedale Tralnlng College I collected r1ddles _
'lfrom?afgroup of about five students.; S In Mlddledrlft I ob— v
»talned rlddles from Kama ngh School 1nba Form 11T class.~~ I
conducted the research 1n class 1n the presence of thelr class ﬁ
teacher Mr B Mkonto who motlvated them to glve more r1ddles.f
: Boys took more 1nterest in thls game than glrls.‘

TRANSKEI"
Mr M Ntoiinifof Blythswoodeenior=Secondarykschool,‘Ngqamakwe,

’ helped me in riddle colleCtion." Hevcollected over 300

v‘"‘,rlddles 1n a Form 4 class. I also got rlddles from a group =

vpof students of Ndamase and Holomlsa Senlor Secondary Schools. B

'Rev. W P T Ndlbongo of the Transkel furnlshed me w1th the
:”ulnformatlon on- the orlgln of rlddles. |
" When I COmpared riddles collected‘from’both‘thefTranskei and
_ Ciskei: I did not find too much-difference in'their‘riddles.\.‘*

_Rlddles Wthh were common in the Clskel were also common 1n‘“'

| the Transkel.l It became clear to me that most of the chll—r
| dren got these rlddles from Books. - The only great dlffe—
rence was 1n the story conundrums. - For 1nstance, I got two"

ver51ons of the problem on 100 ‘ducks. and also two on the’ problem
- of men and beds. In the Transke1 they had dlshes 1nstead of

beds.



Somevother pebplelfrom whom I triéd\tb gatheruinformatibnbw‘

failed to co-operate.



CHAPTER I

B '(A)‘ WHAT s A RIDDLE I‘N ~ XHOSA?

‘The common word for ‘the riddle in Xhosa is 1gh1na.

]therally thlS noun means a knot on a strlng or tree, or a

sharp or d1£f1cult ascent 1n a road or a mountaln. Flgura%
utlvely it means a dlfflculty, a hard problem. ‘ It.is“formedf
from the verbfghlna Wthh means to fasten or b1nd. o Therefore

".v a rlddle in: Xhosa is a knot an 1ntellectual knot - to be untled

'a puzzle to be worked out" or to be solved S It ls'avpuzzllng
B statement questlon or descrlptlon 1ntended to make a person
f;'use hlS w1ts. D Zlervoegel (1973, P 15) say3ﬂf'*

The knot is concealed by obscure

mlanguage, whoever has to untie 1t

‘must grasp the assoc1atlons and
; 51m11ar1t1es.,
“In common everyday speech people refer to rlddles as ogashl—’

' gas i or 1Iray1—ray1.y - These nouns are. formed from the 1n—

,troductory frame Wthh is qashl—qashl (guess—guess) or rayl—rayl
(guess) The word rayl-rayl is derlved from the Afrlkaans
“t word "raal—raal" : The noun in Afrlkaans is "raa1sel" whlch'

means rlddle, enlgma or conundrum.

_VFrom the above explanatlon 1t appears that the Xhosa r1ddlei
7was meant as a game engaged in somethlng h1dden and has to beid
'1nterpreted.,_ ;Invthls_game_the:propounder_has to trlck and
puzzle the peopledwho.are_partaking; |

Unlike’Xhosa,’Zulu-has many words*for the riddle. ~ The most

'~common word nowadays is 151ph1coph1cwano or: 1s1ph1cwaph1cwano,*

E wh1ch is formed from the verb p ica to trlck, entrap, treat



oraftily- The other word is imfumbe which means‘something

hidden.v_.’The noun um gandelo meéning guess—work'is rarely T e
used nowadays. ' Doke - Vllakaz1 (1948 P. 60) explaln the

whole. word as meanlng rlddle or 11tera11y -

.What puzzles the old'folk.,‘,b y

The word isiphicophicwano "trick" suggests you have tricks for

disguising the answer to your riddle.

“Other‘definitions OEsthe Riddie

‘ leferent authors glve varled deflnltlons of the rlddle.

cC M- Doke (1947, p. 117) says :

"pThe~r1ddle descrlbes something in obscure
fmetaphor and calls for exercise of in-
htellectual skill in answerlng it.

' TovG Nakene (1943, P- 125)‘ridd1es are:

A_Variety ofaenigma or puzzling questions
to be solved by guessing or a statement
with a hidden meaning, whieh is discovered
or guessed by the person to whom it is
addressed. '

He goes on to observe thet.in the 1owerpcu1tures riddles pro-
pound real problems for solutions.“ - They describe peoplevor'
things in avmetaphor and the answer must reveal the meaning.
.S M Guma (1967, p. 39) defines riddles as :
A test of wit in which one member'quizzes
another or others by providing them with
'an obscure yet accurate clue in. the form
- 'of description of the intended object with.
/ , 5u“a view to gettlng them to guess and puzzle

"'1t out. ' ‘ ' o v S

-



»The weakness in: the above deflnltlons 1s that the authors

attempted to deflne ‘the. riddie abstractly 1n terms of general

- llterary structural and metaphorlcal characterlstlcs without

A reference to the cultural form, cultural content and cultural
acceptablllty of rlddles.__ : Though thelr deflnltlons are
nvappllcable to rlddles of certain culture groups they cannot be

"applled generally to all rlddles.

»Nakene, in splte of the flrmness w1th Wthh he emphas1zes

reasonlng and gue531ng 1n the solutlon of ‘the. rlddle, nonethe-,

. 1ess admlts later on that some of the rlddles do not requlre

any-reason1ng.~ o kAlthough Doke has stated.that_lntellectual E

"skitl'is'required“in'the,answering,of riddles, he also adds

“that:

The answers to the riddles. become known o
~and the contest becomes one of memory
rather than by wlts.

- Most of: these authors seem to thlnk that an essentlal part of -

fthe rlddle is the metaphor or even stralght forward comparlson.'

We flnd rlddles 1n the form of dlrect questlons wlthout any
flguratlve meanlng of the words that form it. a It is there—
_fore better to say the questlon 1s usuallX expressed 1n the

"form of metaphor.

LSlmmons is the only author who prov1des us w1th the correct key

- to the apprec1atlon of the rlddle. To hlm a riddle is:

A form,offfolklore‘whlch poses one oOr

- morevquestions‘Or”statements-whose7answer
~ or answers are'culturallytaCCepted as
 correct. - e ‘
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,Hls deflnltlon 1s satlsfactory because flrstly, it a531gns
"the rlddle to folklore ‘where it belongs and thereby "gives a:jﬂif
cultural settlng.v Secondly, 1t does not mention metaphors

thus accommodatlng forms llke the Xhosa rlddleS'

Problem;, J~5;jf' ‘: Nant51. (Here it ist )
 Answer : ”'Ngumnwe xa- wulathayo. ’
e (It is the flnger when you p01nt)
" Problem : " Tyhini ph1'
(Goodness grac1ous where is 1t°)
k -»Ylntankumba.- | '

bAnswer ,
- (Tt is-a flea). .

_Although these rlddles contaln no metaphor they have been
- _accepted as rlddles 1n Xhosa. .
Thirdly, this definition links thé’answer*tb*the problem're—';
._pgardlng them as equal constltuents of the rlddle. It also =
states that the. answer or answers are culturally accepted as.k:‘

| 5 "Correc't-
oom 'Dle (1947, :p. 17). stat'es that:

In the rlddles are often to be found words |

“and phrases that baffle the understandlng,,,,°

~ sometimes. unusual or archalc words are em—
- ployed; sometimes mystlfylng words, ‘which
~have no meanlng and never seemlngly had a
bmeaning are employed.‘v ' o

'Such rlddles seem to be meaningless to the‘non—speakersfof the7

T language..v ‘ThlS 1s why the - Europeans accordlng to L1ndblom

‘:iand Junod, fall to detect sense in some of the rlddles of the

".'Afrlcan ‘tribes among whom they have worked._' The reason 1sr

rthat Europeans belong to a dlfferent cultural group.
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Lindblom;_as:quoted by C M <D0ke‘(1947; p;,117);-0bserves:

 Even riddles that from a native viewpoint

do not'require'to be known by heart, but

‘can be solved by thinking, are not always
olvable by a European.'._

And even when told the answer, he is at a complete loss to

.‘understand 1t;, | The rlddle appears to hlm meanlngless perhaps,'

even Stupld Wthh in reallty 1s not the case.

EXceptnfor'the mistaken‘notion contained in the statementsﬂof‘
Tvboth‘Lindblom andvjunod = that it is the European alone.who l

vﬁflnds dlfflculty 1n understandlng the African rlddles, thelr :

remarks brlng out clearly the fact that somethlng more- than

mere thought 1s requlred for the solutlon of rlddles.

LCole—Beuchat (1957, P. 33) descrlbes a’ rlddle.

’as somethlng Whlch comblnes recreatlonal
-~ and educatlonal features to an unusual o
.degree. ‘

_She'emphaSizes thethnctions of the»riddle in her definition;“

"Georges and Dundes (1963, p. 113) glve a more structural‘

deflnltlon of the rlddle than the functlonal deflnltlon glven

"”by Cole—Beuchat.»

fThey say:

A riddle is a traditional verbal'expresSion |

which contains more descriptive elements,“ v
a pair of which may ‘be in opp051tlon :'the -
{referent of the element is to be guessed.

;ltGeorges and Dundes say the rlddle is a tradltlonal verbal_exev

'pre531on because it passes from one generatlon to another and
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it d

12

s passed by word of mouth.

(b);”THE UNIVERSALITY OF THE"RIDDLES

' Rlddles are found all over the wofld. We flnd rlddles amongst31

all the Bantu people 11v1ng in the Republlc of South Afrlca.

_ The proof 1s that we find words for rlddles 1n the languages of

N

all(the Afrlcan people.'”“ I.shall mentlon only a few.examples,
Kgatla o L Dithabalakane
’7Tsyana7j'_:f - | ﬁithamalakane
“Sonthern‘SothOjf”‘ | 'Diiotho,'
_ Northern Sotho - Dithai
Zuiu‘ ) —. b.iﬂ h‘ zlphlcophlcwano'h'
Xnéonl ' ].:1e_f::fa _-Ndagl ‘
.:Wayao 1 ?f u»";h e Ndaw1
;7 Tsonga ,h@ o= _1bl‘Sw1tekatekana
Rongabf~ : - f; ,A',Sw1tekateklsana
‘Lamba o ‘; ‘h  n hlflplka’kana.o_o'

(c) ero‘ ASK RIDDLES,‘ WHERE. AND CWHEN?

Asklng rlddles seems prlmarlly to be a pastlme for chlldren

among the Xhosas. 'H; One 1n£ormant, Rev. W P T. Nd;bongo,

.‘sald.,

‘AbantWana‘bonaxbebuzana;amaqhinajngeli xa
“,bavuthiswa'iimbiZa zesidlo sangokuhlwa.'
Amakhwenkwe ayengenelela kulo mdlalo
o akugqlba ukuvalela.

"Chlldren_used to'ask one another‘
_riddleefwhen waiting'for the evening
meal to be feady. © Boys joined in this
game, after c1051ng the cattle up in
ethe kraal.r '
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In Eastern Pondoland and Thembuland this gamerwasrassigned’to
: chlldren. "AAnother 1nformant,,Lulama Matyoio;~said:
sUkuqinisekisafukubavngenene-oqashiAqashi

aba yaylngumdlalo wabantwana wawungasoze .

ubone umama- kunye nabantwana bakhe bebuzana: 8

; ~orayi-rayi. . Ibidla ngokuba ngumakhulu
umntu othatha 1nxaxheba kulo mdlalo.

_ To prove that rlddles were a pastlme for Chll—
~ dren, you- would never see a mother together )
. with’ her chlldren asking one another rlddles. ,v'
It used to be the- grandmother who took part 1n
thls game. o

Among the*Zulus SﬂvB Hadehe'(l967, p.‘27),says:
‘Among the Zulus rlddles are engaged in by
'Vthe young- ones around the fireside. The
014 lady may teach thé young ones the
riddle. '
Nakene (1943, Pe 125) states qulte categorlcally that among the
Tlokwa the rlddle 1s never used by old folk Whose attltude 1s.25
Ke dllO tha madebere.
They are thlngs of the un1n1t1ated..
I schapera is not so categorical .observ1ng that the rlddle is

_ "1ndu1ged 1n mainly by the chlldren of both sexes"

‘But even among the trlbes where the rlddle is sald to be a
hpastlme engaged in by children only, adults do sometlmes par—
:t1c1pate,‘even if 1t is only to demonstrate to them how it is _
'done.kgh | |

c. M Doke (1947, p. 117) writes:
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C ieeedeeeees an indoor game commonly indulged .
around the fire at nlght partlcularly by thefj
young folk of the v1llage.» :

‘Among the Venda, riddle contests are generally held only by
chlldren and young people. - Marrled women and men a531st

but they are never actlve in the contest

E Among the Afrlcan trlbes the evenlngrls the more. approprlate
’t1me for asklng rlddles. For 1nstance, E Gray (1939, “
B 253) says: '

As in other‘Bantu trlbes the recognlsed time

for asklng riddles is the evenlng.
1Cole;Beuchat_(l957, P. 135) supports this View when‘she writes:

‘_.;...;....?1t 1s clear that in most cases
riddles are con31dered malnly as a form of enter—
'talnment and are 1ndulged 1n, in the evenlng
v,durlng the less busy months of the year.-
| Among many trlbes, although the recognlsed time for asklng

: "rlddles 1s the evenlng, there 1s no taboo attached to asklng

‘them by day. a Among the Xhosa, storles are not told durlng

'_the day. because of the fear that if one dld so one would grow o

horns. ’ Rlddles have no restrlctlons and as a result, none
of the young people from whom I collected riddles hes1tated to

' dlctate them to me, even though it was broad dayllght.lv
“Among the'Kgatla, howeVer, I Schapera (1932,’p. 215)‘Writes:

To ask rlddles by day is reglstered by adults_
as a breach of the good behaviour Wthh 1s
expected from chlldren. '

- But chlldren contlnue to ask one another rlddles in broad day—

| llght dellberately, and completely dlsregard the taboo.
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_ Doke;does not‘mentionlany restriction as to when riddlegﬁf{gﬂ
may’be“asked.amOng the Lamba. _He'merelybstates that playing
atiriddles.is:a favourite pastime around the evening fire.
.COnCerning»the Ila,'Smith and Dale mention that riddles are
asked 1n the evenlng but they do not mentlon seasonal taboos-

or- detalls of part1c1pants.

Among the Tlokwa, r1ddles may- be asked at any time of the year,'

but they are asked only in the evenlng and malnly 1ndoors, and

ranyone asklng rlddles durlng the daytlme is threatened w1th the”f

fact that he w1ll become a fool.

I asked two 1nformants in Ntselaman21 locatlon 1n Allce why

they preferred evenlngs for asklng rlddles and telllng storles.'

’:e They said:

}We prefer to ask riddlesvin!theTevening because .
there are few eXtramural aCtiVities dﬁring this
ﬂrtlme. h_ - These rlddles keep us as chlldren who
- are occupled, and we remaln 1ndoors for the rest
",of the evenlng.y, R o LR

h'They also sald that the r1ddles are told throughout the year

' fbut the most preferable season 1s w1nter because the nlghts are3

fvflong, and cattle roam freely over the Elelds w1thout any need

53 for herdboys, and there 1s plenty of lelsure.

’After-the-evening meal thezyoung»and the old meet at the grand-

mother s 1nd1u. It is here that the game of rlddllng is -

engaged 1n and after th1s storles are told. In the old type

of um21 "homestead" the soc1al 1ndlu was the grandmother s =

.jlndlu where the famlly met., Rlddllng may be started by one ,'

 of the boys. Malcolm (1949, P. 33) says:.
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’They are generally told at night after the
evenlng meal,'ln the approprlate settlng of
smokefllled and Ellckerlng llght.

..'[ From-this brief survey.it is'clear that'inimost African.

- soc1et1es r1ddles are propounded only in the evenlngs and
essentlally by chlldren. . R Flnnegan (1970, p. 439) puts
'itgas‘EOllows:

_ The occa31ons for the asklng of 31mple rlddles
h are str1k1ngly similar throughout Africa.

(d')."A TECHNIQ'U'E FOR THE PROPOUNDING OF RIDDLES

C M Doke (1947, p. T17)"says: '
There is avtechniqueffor the propounding of
the rlddles and the rules for the game are Lo
51ngularly unlform throughout Bantu.
There are three_stages observablelin the playing of_riddles;
(i) A challenge'isathroanout in a set phrasebandhis -
N aCcepted[inva stereotyped set'way.7 |
L (41) Thefriddleslare propounded and answered.
(iii) 'There is an exchange of those riddles which’haVe
been brought by elther s1de. ' When the challenge has‘

been thrown out and accepted the rlddle 1s then posed.
The introductory formulae in Xhosa are{ f
Rayi-rayi ""h’_, - - Guess, and‘
QaShl—anhl _,f* - Guességuess. :

The reply. is Yltsho (say it) or -

Yiza nayo (Come w1th 1t)
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-In Southern Sotho and Zulu the challenge 1s extremely prosalc.
AbIn Sotho 1t 1s Kaulota (I puzzle you) to- whlch the reply is
Kango (w1th what) l';' In Zulu 1t 1s Nglyakuphlca or nglyanlphlca

"(I puzzle you/ye) and the reply is ngan1° (with what).

In Ila the formula 1nvar1ably 1s kako (here is one for you) and
the reply is kakesa (Let 1t come) | In Mwera the poser of

Vl_the rlddle and the response is ndakac1le (let the rlddle come)

'The rlddle 1s played elther between 1nd1v1duals or. by a group.

':IWhen two 1nd1v1duals play, A poses a rlddle and if B 1s unable

‘-to solve 1t he merely states that he is, baffled.~ In Xhosa fﬁ
he says: o ' |
Andiyazi - (I don't know it)

_and in Zulu ‘
‘_Iyangehlula - (It baffles me).

A'then gives the answer to thelriddle.
iWhen a . group is 1nvolved there 1s one 1nterrogator and the
| t-part1c1pants try to beat each other to 1t, each wantlng to be the;~‘
flrst to prov1de the solutlon. : When a rlddle has been -
correctly solved, the 1nterrogator does. not stop automatlcally.,
He contlnues untll he runs out of riddles and another one takes
over. - i,Q o ‘I;*.
‘Among the Loz1 these rlddle contests are con31dered to be useful

;rln developlng chlldren s m1nds.u
"hpI agree withathe above statement. It is quite true_that,

‘moSt of these"riddles and conundrums require the use of in-

f tellectual sklll One must consider the deep structure
rather than the surface’ structure. . For instance; let_usihave

ffa look at the follow1ng problems.‘
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PROBLEM @ - Xukho umthi wee-apile. - Xulo
' ' mthi- kukhwele 1nkawu. Ufuna ezi
*aplle, ungathlnl ukuze uz1fumane°'

There is an apple tree, on . top of whlch
is a monkey.ﬁ' You want these apples.
._What can you do to. get themO‘

"SOLUTION: . Glblsela 1nkawu ngelltye yona 1za
' - »Lkuglblsela nge—aplle. : '

Throw a stone at the monkey and 1t w1ll
throw an apple at you.. '

" If one nses ‘one's 1ntellect, the solutlon to the problem is

‘5very'easy: - You need not work hard in order to get theij
| h'apples;‘V r” Another example ise |
PROBLEM.-: L Uphupha kukho 1ngonyama phamb1 kwakho.'

_ 1y1ndlovu ngasemva,_lllllwa kwellnye
-vlcala, 1ngumlambokaz1 kwellnye._
,Ungathlnl ukuze u31nde9

You are in‘a dream,'there’is'a lion in front -

- of you, there is an elephant behlnd.v :
'On one 51de 1s a steep. rock - and on the other

- a deep river. . What can you do to save
- yourself? '
SOLUTION: T_Vv'Ungavuka kuba ubuphupha.

You 31mply wake up because you are dreamlng.-
D 'F"GoWlettw(l966,~p. 140):says among'the~Lozi :
Parents enconragevchildrencto‘participate in'
1priddle:contests and if'they know a contest
vfls taklng place, will send therr chlldren to
observe 1t

Among,most.tribes, there'are_no side captains When‘the-riddle
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gamevis;played‘betweén one -side and another. = However, the
onéfsidé’which knows“the'mqst riddlés,naturally'leads its sidé‘

to victory.



" CHAPTER 2

jIn th1s chapter attentlon 1s pald to the structure :
of Xhosa rlddles. B Emphasis is laid on the '
'gfollow1ng ‘ - N

1L GRAMMATICAL | ANALYSTS
R STRUCTURAL ANALYSIsp
3. STYLISTIC fr'ANALYSIsfr
| 453"RIDDLE VARIATIONS
5.‘ ONE PROBLEM WITH DIFFERENT ANSWERS

[}

1. GRAMMATICAL ANALYSIS

>71'The frame of the Xhosa rlddle con51sts of two parts whlch
aref' : -

‘(i) Introductory frame, whlch is. Rayl-rayl d.e. Guess

Qash1—qash1 i, e..Guess—guess .

c.(ii} Syntactlcal frame. { The syntactlcal frame is the -
o 1ntegra1 part of the problem. 4,,In_some r;ddles it
'cons1sts of. | _ | B ' |
JvSubJect-c+‘3con3unct1ve morpheme—na + noun -+ al B
possesSive o+ predlcatlve, e.g. : |
nNdlnanto yam 1mka ilila 1buye 1thu1e’.':

(I have a thlng of mlne. It 1eaves‘crying and returns

- ANALYSIS OF THE XHOSA EXAMPLE .

Cwei - subject .
,,”na’f;_fr' o __i- . f},;f”_conjunctive morpheme
1into"’] f.' ol “}—— ‘;;‘gff noun

Cyam _5?Tj o nu,jd':; 5'directipoSSeSSive'

| imka ilila, ibuye ithule .-‘7.predicate,~
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In the maJorlty of rlddles, the syntactlcal frame 1s put in

the 1ndlcat1ve mood present tense, e. g.. o

~ Ndinabantufbam bajinga eweni
We cannot say;

Ndandinabantu bam bejinga eweni .

~ Ndiyakuba nabantu bam bajinga eweni or

g Bendinabantu bam bejinga eweni |

Another characteristic of the‘structure ofvthe riddle in Xhosa

%

is thatvtheipossessive in sOme'oasesfis followed tha~qua1i— .
 ficative. o - | |

S EXAMPLES

.l.'- Ndlnahlathl lam llmnyama kakhulu kuhlala amathodlana am

’ famnyama., lenwele. ' ‘

I have a forest of mine, 1t 1s very dark, there 11ve 1n
it my small black calves. It is hair.

. The word 11mnyama 1s a quallflcatlve quallﬁylng the noun "
..'1hlath1.. : o

's‘2{: Ndlnamahashe am mab1n1 axakwa kukuqabela intaba.
' .lendlebe.

1I have horses of mine, they are. two, they flnd it dlfflcult r
to climb to the top.-of the mountaln._ '
It is ears.

The word mab1n1 is the adJectlve quallfylng amahashe (horses)

Another feature of the grammatlcal structure of rlddles is the

use of the dlmlnutlve.' The possessee is made a dlmlnutlve.

EXAMPLES

e Ndlnamakhwenkwana am mablnl, aq1n11e andlnceda kuyo yonke’
~into endlyenzayo ngaphandle kwawo andlngeze ndlphumelele. ‘
lengalo. . '
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indthatvthezehildren who are_sent,now, return now,

22

~I have little boys of mine, there are two of them, they
are strong, they help me in everythlng that I do, without
them I can never succeed. '

It is the arms.

2. Ndlnantwana zam 21mb1n1 21yash1yana ngokuya kuflka.
lenyawo namehlo, ‘

I“have little ones of mine, they are'two,‘each'wants to
reach the object first, o |
It is the feet and the eyes.

The diminutives are:

1. Amakhwenkwana £ amakhwenkwe

o, ‘I'i'ntw'a'na <'into :

The use of the dlmlnutlve probably is a way of puzzllng or

, mlsleadlng the audlence.

2. STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS

k 1METAPHORICAL NON—OPPOSITIONAL RIDDLES

In these rlddles ‘the referent ‘and the symbol of the descrlptlve

“element are dlfferent, e.g..

l. /NdlnabantWana / bam / babini / ndlbathuma ngoku / babuye
ngoku /- Ngaméhlo,

/I have chlldren / of mine / they are two / I send them now / ‘
" and they return now/. | o ;
"It is the eyes. o ‘ ' o

The symbol is children "abantwana" and the referent is the eyes

"amehlo", The descriptiVe elements do not oppose each dther

SYMBOL  1ST ELEMENT OND ELEMENT ° 3RD ELEMENT
Abantwana | Babini | Ndibathuma Babuye
' . : : ‘ngoku ngoku
Children ~|' They are two | I send them They re- |
, T S ;o now - | turn now
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2, /'Ndlnamntu / wam / whamba’ ubusuku nemini / akalall/
Ngaman21 ' |

/ I have a person /~of mine / he walks nlght and day /
“he does not sleep. / '

The symbol here is "umntu" and the referent is "aman21"
The descrlptlve elements do not oppose each other because 1f

3one-walks day and nlght'lt is ;mposslble for one to_sleep.

syMBOL . . 1st ELEMENT ' ond ELEMENT
Ndinamntu : vuhamba ubusuku nemini | akalali
I haVeta person he walks day and night “he does not

’ B i Sleep‘

3. /’Ndlnamntu / wam /'ullhlllhlll / uthl akuthunywa / angabuyl/['
-Lilitye.

/I have a person / of mine / he 1s vagrant / when he is sent /
~ he does not return./

It is a stone.

'The symbol is "umntu" and. the referent is- "111tye"
The descrlptlve elements are not. in opp051tlon. - We do not

expect the.vagrant to return vhen he 1s.sent.

SYMBOL = 1st ELEMENT  ©2nd ELEMENT = 3rd ELEMENT
‘Ndinamntu | ulihilihiii | wthi @  angabuyi
' ~ akuthunywa "
I have a person| he is a ~ when he is | he does not
' vagrant ' - sent return

4., /iNdlnamntu /'wam / akafunl kucoceka'/ uthanda ubumdaka/
Y1hagu

-/ I have a person-/ of mine / he does not want to be neat /
_he loves dirt / : foo
It is the pig.
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: "Umntu"‘is.the symbol and "ihagu" is the referent. The pig
doesrnbt'want cleanliness,:therefore it loves dirt}__v ‘The - .
descriptive elements are non-oppositional. Dirt goes with

untidiness.

SYMBOL "1st ELEMENT = ond ELEMENT
‘Ndinamntu \; akafuni kucoeeka uthanda ubumdaka B
I“have_a}person ‘he does not want to be he loves dirt

o “neat ' '

5;‘f/NdinamfaZi_/ wam /julihomba /‘uthihehleli nje'abe ezibuka
~esipilini / - ‘ e . o
NguThekwane.

/I have a woman / of mine / She is very neat / she 15'
always admiring herself in ‘a mirror /
It is a hammerhead. ‘
The tOplC here is woman "umfazi'" and the referent is hammerhead i
-"uthekWane" ‘ _ The sound element does not oppose the lst
descriptive element. ' The reason why she is always admiring '
- herself in a mirror is because she is very neat., If she was

untidy, she would not bother herself to go to the mirror.

SYMBOL -  1st ELEMENT . 2nd ELEMENT

'Ndinamfazi ,.‘ ' ulihomba L f ruthi'ehieli nje
. : IPE - abe ezibuka
esipilini.

‘I have a woman.  she is very neat * | she is always
: ’ ‘ © admiring herself
~in a mirror

/ Ndinamakhwenkwana‘/ am / mabini /‘aqinile / andinceda
kuyo yonke 1nto endlyenzayo / ngaphandle kwawo andlngeze
ndlphumelele / Zingalo " ' :
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S/ I have little boys / of mine / they are two / they are
‘strong / they help me in everythlng that I do / w1thout
them I'cannot succeed/ '

It is the arms.

The symbol here is 1itt1e boysy"amakhwenkwana" and the

referent is arms "iingalo".

The third and fourth descriptive elements do not bppose the

second.one.

Since these 1ittle boySJare strong, they are

capable of helplng me in everythlng that I do and because they

help me in everythlng,

SYMBOL

I Cannot do w1thout them. 5

1st ELEMENT  2nd ELEMENT  3rd ELEMENT = 4th ELEMENT
Ndinama . | mabini aqinile andinceda , ngaphandle
khwenkwana | kuyo yonke kwawo andi-
into endiye--| ngeze
nzayo ndlphumelele
I have they are they are they help me _without,them
little boys| two strong in everythlng I cannot
. - o L I do ‘

succeed

The following are the non-oppositiOnal'descriptive elements of

the above cited examples

3. u11h111h111

; vagrant

4, fakafuni kucoceka

‘1. ‘= thuma ngoku ———
| ~ send now' _____;%>
2. uhamba ubusuku nemini ;e--{>
walks nlght and day ———-—-{)

- does not want to be -efn—_€> |

neat

~-buya ngoku
return now

akalali

does not sleep

nthanda»ubumdaka

loves dirt

'uthi akuthunywa angabuyi

when sent, does not return
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. 5. Ulihomba . ' -—4—;—;> uthi eh1e11 nje abe e21buka
o R : - esipilini o
very neatlb_ _——e—;—€> a always admlrlng herself 1n
_ . v a mlrror :
6. aginile  ——————=» andinceda kwyo ——J>.ngaphandle
: : S "‘yonke 1nto o kwawo
o andingeze
- ndiphumelele
strong o _;e———{>"he1p in every- ---> without them
P ‘ _ ‘ thing . ‘capnot

succeed

OPPOSITIONAL RIDDLES

1. Antithetical contradictive opposition

In. antithetical cOhtradictive opposition one of”the descriptive"
‘ elements Opposes the other element or elements by words or

actlon. /
“ EXAMPLES,"
1. / Ndinamtu / vam / isisu singemva / umqolo ungaphambili /
Yimbande |
T have a person of mine- the stomach‘iS'at-the back
the backbore is in front.

It is the shin bone.

| SYMBOL e  1st ELEMENT - 2nd ELEMENT
Ndinamntu isisu singemva e umqolo_ungaphav
o - : : mbili
‘I have a person’”: . the stomach is at - the backbone is
T : the back _ , in front

Here, the first element is opposed by-the,second element. The

stomach is suppesed to be in front’and the‘backbonefat the back

but here it is vice veéersa.
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i‘sisuv;silflge_m\v'a s . . umclol‘o' u_n ap-_hambili L

ff‘*és.ls"‘

‘;v.2.~f/'Nd1namfaz1 / wam / umnyama tshu / u3111ma / kuba 1m11enze
. mithathu /’nobuxelegu unabo / kuba /'uhlal ahlale o
”abenemtshlthl / kodwa 51yamthanda / kuba 31ph11a ngaye -

4.gSlSOer nJe/ |

i Ylmblza‘f

/1 have a woman / of ‘mine / she is p1tch black / and / is

o deformed as well / because / she has ‘three 1egs / she Sy
f 1s also slovenly / because She now and agaln has smudges-_p
'pon her but / we" love her all the ‘same /'as all: of us -
 live through her/ =

‘“_g‘It is a pot.,_.l"

_SYMBOL _ 1st ELEMENT ond ELEMENT 3rd ELEMENT
__Ndlnamfazi,,'avumnyama tshu f'u3111ma | kuba imilenze |

: . ‘ N - | mithathu

I have1a'womanfshe is. pltch | 5and is de—- 'because she has

EE ‘;'“"'black : | formed as | three legs

4th EI.:EMENT .'f-5th ELEMENT = 6th ELEMENT 7th ELEMENT

nobuxelegu 'kuba uhlal’bf}v 7siyamthanda”-kubaﬁsiphila ::fﬁ

unabo Cm ahlale abene- | L ngaye sonke

. |mitshithi | O G

she ig sloven— because she now| we'love her | we'all of us llve B
1y .+ land again has | all the through her., .
. e smudges on her ~Same - |

1. The second element is 0pposed by the 7th'element.’i e, -
she is deformed -~-——$swe all of us live through her.r

—

vé. The 4th element is opposed by the 6th, i, e. she 1s
- slovenly —5—--%) ‘we love her.

3. The 2nd element responds to the 3rd one, 1.e. she is.
deformed --——-%) she has three legs.
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4. The 4th element responds to the 5th.

Slovenly L,E _;___;>, has smudges
usilima . : ‘ | (deformed)A
A A N N
. i
= 8
'& o
S A\ , ) , : \V/
imilenze mithathu = = - siphila ngaye
(three legs) . o f(live throughEher)E
* unobuxelegu . : '(slovenly)
N - P ' N
m) |
wn wn
5 5
[ [
vU] 2]
' N - AN
uhlal’ahlale abene- - f - siyamthanda

mitshithi (smudges) ‘ - (we love her)

5. /'Ndinento /'yam’/imdaka / inOkufa’/ xodwa / izityebi
ziyayigcina 21y110ndoloze / amahlwempu wona ayayllahla/
Ngumkhunyu | |

/ I have a thing / of mine / it is dirty / it is a disease
-carrier / but the rich keep it, preserve it / the poor
throw it away/ ' '

- It is nasal mucus.

SYMBOL- lst ELEMENT ' 2nd ELEMENT Sfd ELEMENT 4th ELEMENT

Ndinanto imdaka: 1noku£a A. izityebi ziya- amahlwempu
, ‘ . yiligcina wona -

ziyilondoloze | ayayilahla .

I have alit is dirty |'it is a =~ the rich keep | the poor
“thing - - | disease | it and pre- throw it
: 1 L carrier serve it ) away .
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1. The first and second élements are opposed by the
' 3rd element. ' ' ‘ ’
2. . The 2nd element responds to the:iét.k‘
o imdaka ' _;.'_'__'_> : inokufa
 3. ‘The 4th element responds to the 1st and 2nd- elements.
imdaka, inokufa ———;—€>’_ ' amahlwempu wona ayayllahla
I M D A | K A (dirty)
. . : N ,
53 ! ]
8 B 5
[sB g oW
2} E| Eg
& | @ | =
N/ ‘ e ! v L
inokufa (a dlsease | amahlwempu ayayilahla
carrier) - ©h (the poor throw it away)
J | o : . v
izityebi ziyayigcina
ziyilondoloze

(the rich keep it and
preserve 1t)

Ndinabantu / bam / 1ndoda 1yangxola /'umfaz1 uyahleka /

abantwana bayalila/

Indoda . A;——————éy . ziindudumo -
Umfazi v-4-—4-€> Ngumbane
Abantwena' —— >  vimvula

T have people of mine‘ the man blusters in speaklng
the woman laughs the children cry. ‘

‘,Man - | ' ____;_;> »Thnnder

Woman ,' : ———— Lightning

Children . —_——S Rain
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3rd ELEMENT

SYMBOL 1st ELEMENT ond ELEMENT,
Ndinabantu’ indoda iya~ umfazi uya- abantwana
C ‘ngxola hleka .bayalila’
I have the man blust- | the woman children
" people ers in speak- |laughs cry
. ing R .

1. The first element

here is opposed by the second element.

indodafiyangxola_,———-{> umfazi uyahleka

2. _The 3rd7element responds to the Ist element.(
' ihdoda iyangxola ————- > abantwana bayalila

"INDODA IYANGXOL A

umfazi nyahleka-
(woman laughs)

”abanfwanavbayalila,'
(children cry)

YPRIVATIONAL CONTRADICTIVE OPPOSITION -

Geordges and Dundes maintain that privational contnadictive '
opposition riddle results when the second pair or any of the
pairs of descrlptlve elements is a den1a1 of a loglcal or

" natural attrlbute to the first.
-dEXAMPLES'
1. /'Ndlnanto / yam / iyahamba / kodwa / aylshukuml /

"~/ I have a thing / of mine / 1t walks / but it does‘
~ not move / '

lst ELEMENT

SYMBOL ond ELEMENT
Ndinanto iyahamba ayishulumi
I have a thing it walks it does not move
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Answer :. Yindlela (It is the road)

" In this riddle, the second element opposes the first one in
that "it walks" but "it does not move". "The~second element
here does not prove an attrlbute to the flrst descrlptlve

element. : When one walks we expect to move. ' There is no’

walking without movement.

Coo. /'Ndlnamntu / wam /'unamaphlko amab1n1 / kodwa /
akabhabhi ngawo /

/1 have a person / of mine / he has two w1ngs /
‘he does not fly with them/

 SYMBOL S ' 1st ELEMENT - . 2nd ELEMENT

' Ndinamntul ~ unamaphlko amab1n1 1 akabhabhi'ngawo
I have a person | he has two wings | he does not Ffly with
o : e ’ them

Ansver : Yintloko neendlebe (Head,and ear)

Naturally, we assoc1ate w1ngs w1th fllght but this partlcular
| person does not fly w1th his w1ngs.'h The second element here
is ‘a denlal of a natural attrlbute of the flrst.

3. / Ndlnamntu "/ wam / unemilenze emine / nengalo /enye /

" imithwalo uyithwala ngeembambo /

/ I have a person / of mine / he has four legs / and
~ ohe arm / he carrles his loads w1th his ribs /

'SYMBOL . 1st ELEMENT o 2nd ELEMENT = ~ 3rd ELEMENT
Ndinamntu unemllenze emine nengalo enye | imithwalo
: R : o uyithwala nge
. : _ : , _ embambo '
I have a . | he has four legs and one arm he carries
person o L o ‘ A , his load with
. : i o : : his ribs
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Ansver :  Yirostile (It isaaﬂgridiron)
<In'this example, the‘third element doesrnot prove an'attribute'
'Ifto the second descrlptlve element. o We expect thls person

fto use his arm to carry hls loads but he prefers h1s rlbs.;

4y / Ndlnanto’/ yam / 1neenyawo e21ntathu / kodwa aylkwa21
| ukuhamba / ' '

/ T have a thlng / of mine / it has three feet / but it
. cannot walk ’ : ' :

SYMBOL 3 ROV 1st BLEMENT _ . ond ELEMENT

:;NdinantOV S 1neenyawo ez1ntathu | ayikwazi kuhambav
I have afthins'; it has}threé feet vit,cannot,valk?.?

 Answer : Y1yad1 yomqulu "(It is-a‘yard of cloth)
The 2nd element contradlcts W1th the 1st descrlptlve element.

/'Ndlnamadodana / am /man1n21 / ayakwaz1 /'ukuzakhela
1z1ndlu / kodwa / akana21xhobo /[ ‘

'/ T have young man / of mine / they are many / they can
,’ bulld houses for themselves / but they have no tools /

SYMBOL 1~: lst.ELEMENT . .2nd ELEMENT 3rd ELEMENT

Ndlnamadodana.maninzi | ayakwazi uku- [ akanazixhobo
' - . | zakhela izindlu L :

I have young they are many ',theyvcan build they have no
man : : - “houses for tools
» : themselves :

" Ansver : lentubl (It 1s termltes)

_"The 3rd ‘element is not. an attrlbute oE the 2nd descrlptlve ele="

X ment.,iA When one - bullds a house. we expect to- have tools but
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 this is not the case here. It is strange for one to
build a house without tools.
6. /’Ndinamajani / am./ mane‘/ athvala umnqwazi omnye /

/ I have soldiers / of mlne / they are four / they put on

' one hat/
- SYMBOL RN 1st ELEMENT | 2nc1 ELEMENT
- Ndinamajoni mane - | athwala umnqwaz1 omnye,
I havevsoldiers‘ . they are four they put on one hat

. Ahswer : Yimilenze yetafile (It is the legs of a table)
‘ When there are foﬁr soldiers, the hats are supposed'to be four.
We cannot 1maglne four people puttlng on one hat at the same

: tlme as naturally or loglcally one man is- entltled to one hat.

7. -/ Ndlnamntu“/ warm />unama21nyo /'kodwa akahlafuni ngawo‘/

/ T have a fellow / of mine / he has teeth / but he does
not chew w1th them/.

» 'SYMBOL | - 1st ELEMENT , ond ELEMENT
Ndihamntu” ‘unamazinyo | akahlafuni'ngawo
I have a'fellow ‘ he has teeth .| he does not chew with

Answer : Yinkcaza (it is a comb)

‘Teeth are usedvfof chewing. - We expect anyone_who has teeth
'to chew with them.  Here, the 2nd element is a denial of the
A natural'attribute‘of the first.

8. / Ndinanto / yam / inamehlo amaninzi / kodwa ayiboni /

/I have a thing / it has many eyes / it does not see/.
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1st ELEMENT
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ond ELEMENT

Ndinanto

“inamehlo amaninzi

 ayiboni

I haVera thing

it has many eyes

it does not see

Answer : Yitapile

Naturally,

r(It is a potatd)

anlmals, bxrds human belngs and other 11v1ng

creatures have two eyes (w1th p0531b1y a few exceptlons) but

thls th1ng;.although~1t has many eyes, does not-see.~j

/ Ndlnamntu / waim /'unolw1m1 / kodwa akathethi' /-

/I have a person / of mlne / he has a tongue‘/ but he
: does not speak / ’ ‘

.SYMBOL

1st ELEMENT

2nd ELEMENT

Ndlnamntu

- unolwimi

akathethl

I have'aﬂperSOn'

’]hethasfa'tongue_

~he does.not sPeak_;

'Answer::“ Sls1hlangu

(It“is a shoe)’

ﬁ’The 2nd element here 1s a denlal of the natural attrlbute of

- the: flrst.‘

/’Ndlnants1m1 /'yam / okukhona ndlylvunayo / kukhona

ichumayo /

/ I have a field / of mlne‘/ the more I harvest 1t / the

more 1t ylelds

 SYMBOL ’f )

/

lst ELEMENT

2nd ELEMENT

Ndinentsimi

okukhona ndiyivunayo

kukhona ichumayo

I have a field

the more I harvest it| .

~ the more it yields

Answer. :

Ziinwele

(It is hair) -
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kThe lst element is opposed by the ond one.,);AThe 2nd element
~denies- the matural attrlbute of the flrst FWevdo»not expect

'a_fleld_to yleld Whlle 1t-1s harvested,

1, he walks (but) he does not move

“2."he has two w1ngs (but) he does- not fly :

~ 3,)ﬁhe,has one arm (but) carrles loads‘w1th his ribs .

‘,4a~m1t has three feet (but) it cannot walk

5. can bu11d houses for themselves (but) have no tools
| v6,.*they (soldlers) are four (but) put on one hat

- 7. he has teeth (but) does not chew w1th them‘

8. it has many eyes (but) does not see.

"9.'>he has a tongue (but) does not speak

’_10,,_the_more,IAharvest it, the_more it ylelds,u

CAUSAL CONTRADICTIVE ‘OPPOSITION"

-:The“causal contradlctlve opp051t10n rlddle is a type of rlddle
in which the flrst descrlptlve element con31sts of an actlon

, performed by an. obJect or upon an obJect. . The 2nd descrlp-
Jtlve element and others exp11c1tly deny the expected or natural

:i consequence of the actlon contalned in the lst descrlptlve

‘element.

1 /Ndlna31caka / san / 31vana naman21 / kodwa ngunotshe/
' ukucoceka / ' -

: /I have a servant/ of mine / she is fond of water / but
she is never tldy / ‘ o

- syMBOL S 1st ELEMENT = - . *. 2nd ELEMENT

Ndinasicaka | sivana namanzi | ngunotshe ukucoceka

5}

’(;I'haVeya.servant fushe,is'fond of water | she is'neverktidy
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Ansver :  Yifadukhwe (It is a dish cloth)
'We;expect someoneywho isyfdnd of water to be“alwaysfneat‘and'>:‘““
‘tidy, but this is not so with this servant Ungunotshe'
ukucoceka".' |
_/'Ndinamntu'/vam; / soloko ndlmnyathela / kodwa /
akakhala21 nakanye / '

/ I have a person. / of mine; / T am always treadlng on
h1m / but / he does not complaln even once /. -

kSYMBOL“: h'v' ':("' 'lst’ELEMENT-‘Qv 2nd ELEMENT"'n
'LoNdinamntu - L :_ssoloko ndiﬁnyathela akakhalazi nakanyeh

"I’haveia person - ’..‘ I am aIWays treadlng he does not complaln-e

RN o | on him . ‘|even once N

Answer : Yindlu phantsi (It is the f£loor of a house) |
‘Here, the 1steelement is'denied>the natural consequencé of

complaining or crying when someone treads on him. -

3. STYLTISTIC RIDDLE ANALYSIS =

If we analySe Xhosa'riddles‘accofding'to the stylistic pattern'l*
whlch has been mentloned by dlfferent authors, we flnd qulte a
number of outstandlng features;  The flrst ore is the

1deophone.
 1.—~IDEOPHONE:
R Flnnegan (1970 p. 64) says~':

Ideophones convey a klnd of 1dea—1n—sound
to add: emotlon and v1v1dness to a descrlptlon
or rec1tat10n..,‘ They are onomatopoelc. '
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The use of the 1deophone enrlches the 1anguage of the rlddle.‘

,EXAMPLES

Tvi. Jlkelele 2;3_ : y vt%‘Round}and round down
Yana ' o o ' j It is a dog
é;‘ Jikelele'tzyaa - td QRound.round flat on the ground
' Yinyoka o ,‘.” | | C It is a snake . '
The"ideophone is~a'clue to the answer; i : __SE and tywaa“"

- here suggest the. movement of the dog and the snake to the, '

ground respectlvely when they are about to sleep. R _ff'

- 3;_ Ndlnanto yam 1hamba 1hambe 1th1 ty1b11111

Kukutya emlonyen1
I have a thlng of mlne, 1t goes and goes and sllps.

It is food 1n the mouth. K

The 1deophone ty1b11111 here suggests the sllppery movement of

food in the mouth.~

2, DIRECT'SPEECH
' VWhen one 1ooks‘at the number'of riddles one finds that'there’
d_'are words whlch are made to be actually spoken as- d1rect speech.,

'This form brings 11£e to the r1dd1es and thus ‘makes the tOPlC f_

appear as 1f 1t is allve.

".eEXAMPLES .

‘1. Ndinabafo bam_bakhulu;omnye,uthi_"Sukundishiyaﬁ."

:Ziimpunduvrs
I have‘fellows7o£ minev'they are~Big,‘one”says: "Do not

: leave me behind".

It‘is\the”buttOCks.
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2. ﬁNgabantu bam bab1n1 baJlnga ellwenl bathl "31bamben1
| tseyela"' . | |
“vzllngalo kuba 21funa ukweyela 1onke 1xesha..m »
._ wlth people of mlne, they are two, they hang from a cllff,At :

V‘they say* "Hold us lest we fall"

It is the .arms ‘because they 1ook 11ke 31nk1ng all the t1me.

».3.e’Nd1nabantu bam bablnl omnye uthi "nd1phamb111" omnye

’uthl "ndlphamblll"
I'lenyawo R |
I have people of mlne, they are two. . One says "I am

in- front" and the other saysv"I am in front"

It is the feet.

‘f4. 3Nd1nabantu bam ban1nz1 omnye uth1 "ndlmgphamblll" omnye :

"ndlm phamblll"

B lenyawo

,I have people of m1ne, they are two, one says "It 1s I

" in front"»and‘the other says. "It 1s I in front": It 1s feet

fS. ’Ndlnabantu bab1n1 bayahamba omnye akabon1 uyabuza ukuba
'“"Slyaghl"? A ' :

: ,y Ngamav111 ebhaylseklle. o
'JI have people of mlne, they are two, they are walklng,

. one 1is bllnd.> He asks: "Where are we' 901ng"°
It is bicycle wheels

f“6;,.Nda‘€ ------ S ndaphumalégya{'
Ngumkhunyu. IR o “
Avemn W awt out I come. 7 GO'back!,

It is nasal mucus. . .

. This form of direct speech gives real life to the riddle and
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. ”makes it appear as a form of 11vely engagement in a processf

',of rlddllng.

REPETITIONU

Repetition‘is common in some probiems and this shows that"'.
there is'some'poeticvquality’involved.A |
EXAMPLES
1. Ngumntakamama,pngumntakatata‘kodwa;akango'Bhuti wam{
| 'akangosisi wam akantohkum kodwa ngnmntakamama‘notata'
‘ Ndlm. | | o _ | ‘
It is my mother s ch11d,(1t is my father 'S Chlld but 1t_
.15 not my brother, it is. not my 51ster, it is no relation
‘of mlne, but it is my mother S chlld and my Eather Se
It 1is I.~ | | |

Phrases and words repeated are K

Néumntakamama S (2)
Ngumntahatatam _ (2)'
towwa  (2)
waim | B <2)

Thls problem could 31mp1y read as follows :
Ngumntakamama notata, akangobhutl nasisi wam, akanto kum
‘kodwa ngokamama,notata.y

’2; 3Ndinamntu wam utya atye athi "ngxe"

qumela egotywayo.

"N’I have a person of m1ne, he eats and eats and says "ngxe"
eIt is a clasp knlfe.

.‘The verb -tya is repeated tw1ce 1n thls problem.



. 3. Ndlnahashe lam liqubha llqubhe emanzini 11phume

11bh1ty11e.' E : f/r
Ylsepha

I have a horse of mine, it swims and swims in the water

and -comes out lean.

"It>is sdap.

4. Ndlnanto yam 1hamba 1hambe 1th1 ty1b11111.."

', Kukatya emlonyenl

I have a thlng of mlne, 1t goes and goes and sllps..

'vIt is food in the mouth.
The repetition of:the verb creates a form of coﬁtinuity in
the'actionfbf'the verb, It also brings‘aboutjthe emphasis
of the action. | |
SIMILES
éiﬁiles are alsdvcharacteristic features of some Xhosa riddles.
. EXAMPLES
1. Ndihanto‘yam ingquiuva okwebhastile, inzulu okwekomityi kodwa
,5ay1nakuphakanylswa.,, | |
‘ L1ch1b1
_I“have afthing of miné, it is round as marble, it is
“déep.aska cup but it cannot be lifted.
It is a lake. |
Slmlles (1) Ingqukuva okwebhastlle
: ' Round as marble

(11) Inzulu okwekomltyl

Deep as a_cup”
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é.~illuhlaza 1rana nengca, 1mhlophe 1fana nekhephu,~
4 1bomvu 1fana negaz1. ' | |
Ylvatala .
!It 1s green resembllng grass, it is whlte resembllng
‘atsnow, 1t 1s red resembllng blood."e
';fSimlles. ~ Green as grass “
I ”'whlte as snow, :‘ﬁ
~d red as blood o

it 1s a watermelon.
’,»LVINKING, ’
lenklng is also coﬁmonvln Xhosa rlddles,:e.g.
“v0wayenzayo waylthenglsa, owaylthengayo zange ay1sebenz1se,:v- ‘
awaylsebenzlsayo zange aylbone. -
inbhOkisi‘yomngcwabo.
“d'He who made it, sold 1t, and the one who bought it did- notf'

use 1t and WhO used 1t dldn't see 1t.,

It is a_coffln.

Qwayenaayo, Lo 5 ,.'g AR wayithenqisa
.d k(ig;;;ithengayobf" .: gkzanéell’“v ";1ia‘isebeﬁzise
@Sebeﬁzislayav ».Zlan'gelv | o ‘v‘ayiboneu :
N ",, 7v7iyf_ SR o
' uayenaa waylruenglsa Fihalfsﬁ

owayithengayo . _YisebenZise ( lauklng,u

‘pwayisebenzisayo & zange ayibone



;PUN?"-
) For example,Illtye lllala nJanl eman21n1 111alalnan21.h
| How does a stone 11e 1n watero,

It lies wet. ;y,r_

There is a pun here (amanz1) whlch may mean "wet" or water.'
'We also notlce the followlng_features 1n Xhosavrlddles:

_l.' Anlmate for 1nan1mate obJects

: Here the tr1ck is to gIve 11feless obJects characterlstlcs ;p e

of a 11V1ng obJect. The follow1ng will exempllfy thls:§+"f‘
H(1) Ndlnahashe lam allnakuphala llngenam311a,'7
| Ylnalltl. Rt |

I have a horse of mlne, v1t cannot gallop w1thout a ta11

‘In the second and thlrd 1t is- the clasp knlfe whlch is glvenv
A”rcharacterlstlcs oE 2 human belng. _ In EXAMPLE 2. 1t 1s§'7
able to express - annoyance and dlsgust and in- EXAMPLE 3._1thw[.-=

. expresses satlsfactlon.up~

v'(11) Ngomntu wam uthl akugqlba ukutya ath1 "nxa""
A'~Y1mela egotwayo. | : | |

'Wlth a. person of mlne; When he has flnlshed eatlng
'1:he says. "nxan (an exlamatlon of annoyance/alsgust)

It is a clasp knlfe.‘

(dii). Ndlnamntu wam, uth1 akugqlba ukutya ath1 "ngxe" o
| 'i_'Ylmela egotwayo.’} | | R ;

LVf'I have a person of mlne, when he has flnlshed eatlngff'”
‘1ohe says "ngxe" (an exclamatlon of satlsfactlon)

",7It 1s a clasp knlfe.k':“‘



In the fourth example 1t is the grlndstones that are glven
human attrlbutes. S The uppervoneyls,referred to»as_a_ |
naughty child and the lbw’er one aslythef;mother. |
(iv), Umntwana 031leyo uc1nezela unlnaa
| -.Lllltye neembokothwe. ‘l
A naughty Chlld presses 1ts mother down.

fIt is the grlndstones (the upper and 1ower when one grlnds)

*;j(v)lledlnamfa21 wam usebenza ellla Lllltye loku51la.;_
fI have a woman of mlne, she works crylng everyday..

It 1s the grlndstone.‘

In thlS example the grlndstone is referred to -as a woman who_

works everyday crylng. f

' 'In our last example a paIr of sc1ssors is referred to as

0

‘fellows whovcut down a forest in one day. '

. (wi)h Ndlnabafo bam bab1n1 bagawula 1hlath1 ballgqlbe‘

i ‘ngemini enye.r |

ffSlSlkere neenwele;h | | |

‘LI have fellows of mlne, they cut down a forest in one day.,

- It is a palr of sc1ssors and the foreSt 1s the halr.,‘l

.'2.“Inanimate,for animate objects

'zHere, characterlstlcs of llfeless obJects are glven to 11v1ng Vf
obJects : | |
(1) ‘Ngenkathadyezala;
innJa xa 121songe ezalenl.
Wlth the head—pad of the heap.y" o
It 1s a dog when 1t has foldedAhlmself up on the rubblsh

'heap.‘.
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The "1nkatha" 1s used by the Xhosas to carry loads on the1r

heads.

,(ii)

'NdinataSl yam endigcina kuyo imbola.,

dIta31 R llkhalane, 1mbola - llga21.

I have a’ bag of m1ne in whlch I keep red ochre.

The bag is a tlck and the ochre 1s blood whlch is not oy

o pure‘redr

The tick is given eharacteristicsdof a bag which is a lifeless

',bbject.'-

°Opposite.in size and,magnitude

Here the tendency 1s to make a blg obJect appear as. a small

obJect.~ The £ollow1ng w1ll 1llustrate this :

(@)

.ngengubo zZam z1ya11ngana
kSlSlbhakabhaka nomhlaba.

: Wlth the blankets of mlne, they are equal.

It is the sky and earth.

e The sky and the earth are w1der in comparlson than two

; ~ord1nary blankets.~

f -(.ii)-

Ndlnant31m1 yam 1nkulu 111nywa ama21mba odwa ukhozo_4

“lombona lunye.

- Int51m1A - sisibhakabhaka

Amaz1mba DR | 'ZiinkWenkweZi
Ukhozo lombona - Ylnyanga.‘

I have a fleld of mine, 1t is big, 1t 1s planted w1th

corn only, there 1s only one- graln of malze.
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Field o - It is the sky

Corn - ,rf”‘ o It 1s the stars
 Grain \-'Me - ‘;f ‘ .It’lS'the mo&n”

In the above example,'the sky‘is comparedfto”a mealie field
'pand the stars are compared to corn.i .The moon is compared

7to one graln of malze.”

In some rlddles, obJects are made to appear very large whlle

e,they are small 1n actual fact."‘_i Here are the examples .

';i.' Ngama Xhosa am axhentsa e51glngq1n1 Lugcado emblzenl.‘“
7' Wlth Xhosas of mlne, they dance in. a hollow.

It 1s malze roastlng in a pot.

2; delnamadoda am. allshuml llnane, allshuml llnamblnl akha
‘udonga amab1n1 abethelela uphahla.
ﬂinwotshl.‘f?"" R |
.igI have men of mlne, they are fourteen, twelve are
"”:bulldlng a wall and two are firing on the roof.’

V‘It 1s a watch or clock.

3g;'Nd1nandlu yam 1mhlophe aylnamnyango aylnafestlle.e
‘ quanda ' | 1 o
;;}I,have.a honee,ofvmine,fit ilehite,’it.h%s no window.,
It is an‘eggf'b R |
7_4§‘ NdlnamaJonl an mane athwala umnqwa21 omnye.;
'cftYlmllenze yetaflle. h‘ e e
uCI have soldlers of mlne, they are four, they all carry
kone hat, | | |

;»It is the legs of a table.
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'_5.yJNd1nendlu eluhlaza udonga lwayo lumhlophe ngaphakathl
1 1h1e11 1neneka21 e11p1nk1 nabantwana balo aban1n21
'abamdaka.n"': |
'Ylvatala.‘ | ‘
I have a house oE mlne, it 'is- green' 1ts ‘wall is whlte.‘
- r1n51de there stays 1n it a- plnk lady w1th her many
‘chlldren who are brown.

’ It 1s.a:watermelon.~

.When one puts forward the klnd of problems such as those c1ted

‘above, the audlence can be mlsled and confused. 7 For 1n— =3

‘stance, 1f we conslder the last example we will 1mag1ne a large o

‘,;obJect, whatever 1t 1s. (‘ We w111 flrst 1maglne a house

B and then try to relate 1t 1n size to another obJect. o In thlsf5

c~g-way the rlddles have been successful in trlcklng the audlence,r.

’because 1t w1ll take people some tlme to get the rlght answer.-f'”

4. ‘Human‘ forf~Personification;~*

“»»When rlddllng is engaged in there is a- marked tendency amongstf

'*the rlddlers to make non-humans appear llke human belngs.
;‘<EXAMPLES,,

'firf Ndinamfundisi'wam waseWesile.? LT
,Llhlungulu.g , | o

I have a prlest (mlnlster of rellglon) of mlne of- the'

~Wesleyan Church.

It 1s the whlte necked raven.

" “é.k“Ndlnabantu bam baphethe amagqudu bonke baya emdudwenl.
;;jI have people of mlne, they are all carrylng knobkerrles.;

':They are 901ng to a weddlng dance.
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'It-isfostriChes.d
3. Ndlnamfa21 wam ullhomba uth1 ehle11 nJe abe e21buka
’-e31p111n1.,,~ ' |
“Ngu - Thekwane.

T have a woman of mlne, she*isivery‘neat;.she is‘alwavs." |

" admiring herself in a mirror. | |
. It is the hammerhead.
4;*(Ndinamfa2iﬂwam'ubopha'inyanda,enye'ngeentambo ezininzi.

SlSlgcawu. |

T have a woman of m1ne, she tles one bundle w1th many
s ropes. LR :

It is‘ a spider. |
The above examples can. be c1ted as follows i

HUMAN - ,»k [ ' PERSONIFICATION N

1. ‘UmfundiSi_:(Priest)e : Ihlungulu f‘

(Whlte necked raven)

2. Abantu ﬁ(People) e Ilnc1n1ba (Ostrlches)
‘,3.'_Umfa21vv' (woman) R uThekwane (Hammerhead)

4,3;Um£a21 (Woman)fk ’.‘:t Isigcawu (Splder);_.v

";'The use of human obJects for personlficatlon 1s another way
Mhlof h1d1ng the answer of the rlddles.’ - The audlence must thlnk
ficarefully before g1v1ng the answer. f"For 1nstance, 1f non-t
human ObJeCtS were used to refer to}non-humans and humans to_f

.‘humans, it would be very easy for ‘one to get the answer, for

"gexample, when we refer to blrds we say :

T have .a bird‘of mine" -—————————— the audience will;not be

entrapped or tricked.
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5iPerSOnification-fof ’plants}

In another category plants are made to appear llke human

'belngs, as 1n the follow1ng examplesy:

1.

’Ndlnabafa21 bam bomthandazo, banx1be 11qh1ya ez1bomvn g
_ neebhaty1 e21luhlaza neelokhwe e21mdaka.f
oNgamakhala Xa adubulayo. | ‘
I have prayer—meetlng women - of mlne, they wear red head—iv'a
7‘gear and green blouses ‘and brown dresses.
“It 1s ‘the Cape aloes when they blossom.
,dé.A Ndlnaxhegwazana lam llcula kunye nabantwana balo.v
| Ngumth1 namasebe.” | | .
'I have an old woman of mlne, she 51ngs together w1th her“
schlldren. | | " ' R
It is the tree w1th 1ts branches. h
'h3. ‘Ndlnabantu bam ban1n21 babetha 1ntlombe phezu komlambo.\l -
| Ylmlzl. ’ v | o
I have people of mlne, they are many, they are danc1ng
:,fabove the r1ver. | ’
»'It is. rushes (reeds)
h4,’ Ndlnasana lwam nd1th1 ndakuluphulula ndlllle 11nyembez1.p
'thswele xa llchutywayo. o . | _ |
I have a baby of mlne, when I stroke it I cry w1th tears.
It is an onlonkwhen ;t is peeled.’
HUMAN s R l‘ PLANTS
i. Aba£a21 (women) C ‘ﬁfAmakhala (Cape Aloes)
2. Ixhegwazana nabantwana ‘-""Umthl namasebe (Trees and
- (0ld woman and children) . branches)
3. Abantu .(people)_ “",Im1z1 (Reeds/hushes)
4, 'Usanaf;~g(baby) R rf_ditswele (Onlon)
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| Another,intereSting feature is:

6. Colour as glVlng clue to the rlddle

_Xhosas use the maln colours, such’ as black wvhite, red, and
lhgreen when rlddllng. s They glve the clue to the answer of
the rlddle, for example T ‘ | | .

1. ~Nd1nantomb1 yam 1nx1be 1bhaty1 emnyama nombhlnqo omhlophe.
| Llllso. |

I have a glrl of mlne, she is- mearlng a blackHJacket»and
ca whlte glrdle.

;It is the eye.‘}i*”

The colours used 1n the above rlddles are black and whlte and

'.'vthey are actually the colours of the eye.

'é. Ndlnendlu eluhlaza udonga lwayo lumhlophe ngaphakathl 1hle11
“1neneka21 ellplnkl nabantwana balo aban1n21 abamdaka..
VYlvatala.‘ ‘ | |
T nave a house of mlne, it ié'green, its.malllisuyhite.'
b1n31de there stays in 1t a plnk lady w1th her many
thchlldren who are brown.

".It is a. watermelon. o

>~,{ The colours here are green, plnk and brown._ The green wall

‘1s the outer layer, the plnk lady is the 1nner layer and the”‘

'hbrown chlldren are the seeds of the watermelon.

h 3. Ndlnamntu wam ehlotyen1 ujlka abe bomvu ukuze ebu31ka abe
luhlaza.: | o

Likhala.’ |

I have a person‘of mine.'indsummer he“becomes redland i@.
fwinter'hefbecomes green. | | 3 |

Tt is the Cape Aloe.



’ﬁ‘The colours here are red and green.‘ The Cape Aloe becomesé,y

red when it blossoms 1n summer and becomes green when 1t

withers 1n w1nter.r

'd4; Ndlnankabl Zam 21mb1n1 enye 1bomvu enye 1mnyama.-: Le

r'1bomvu 1th1 yakuhlaba le 1mnyama kuxukuzele emathunglnl.
lemblza nomlllo." | o | |
I have oxen of mlne, they are two, one is red the otherd-
Al»ls black;‘;: ‘The red. one gores the black one untll the

-1ntest1nes rumble.

'-tIt 1s a pot and Elre. :_

‘Red stands for flre and black for the pot.:,'

4, RIDDLE VARIATIONS

There are varlatlons of Xhosa rlddles where an obJect 1s

’compared to dlfferent thlngs. |

1,4 Eyes are compared to the follow1ng

(1) ~~R1ver:' 'Ndlnamlambo wam uzallswa ylnkungu kungananga

A mvula.
Ngamehlo allllswa ngum31;j A
I have ‘a rlver of mlne, 1t 1s covered with mlst
ihwlthont,any rain hav;ng fallen.v

Tt is‘the eyesvcaused to smart‘by.smoke;-

(4i) Horses: Ndlnamahashe am mab1n1 abaleka kakhulu.;k

Ngomzuzu abalekazumgama omde‘kakhuln. Ndlthl
’d_ndlsawajonglle abe eqabele kude. |
:'_I have horses of mlne, they are two, ‘they are

hvery fast. i In a mlnute they run a very 1ong,”d

:dlstance and whlle I am looklng at them, they pf;; o

‘ dlS appear faraway. ot



(iii) - Thieves:
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Ndlnabantu bam bab1n1 bangamasela bathunywa

t,naphlna babuye ngoku.:*f’

- I have fellows of mlne, they are two, they are

1:i :thleves, they are sent anywhere and return now. -

(iv) Children:

W'Ndlnabantwana bam bab1n1 ndlbathuma ngoku

', babuye ngoku.-f'

C I have chlldren of mlne,‘they are two,:I send

(v) - 'vagabonds:

*g‘f(vi) People i -

(vii) Gipl

'hthem now and - they return nov.

yNdlnamntwana wam u11h111h111 uth1 elapha “abe

ephaya.

I have a Chlld of mlne, he is’ a vagabond.,-_It_i

,happens that whlle he 1is here, he is there. dQ

eNdlnabantu bam bablnl abaylfunl 1nto emdaka.

.h.I have people of mlne, they are two, they do

not want (1 e.»they loathe) a dlrty thlng.»

’Ndlnantomb1 yam 1nx1be 1bhaty1 emnyama -
»lnombhlnqo omhloPe-‘ |

I have a glrl of mlne, she 1s wearlng a black

"hJacket and a whlte glrdle.

’ 2}' The Head .

(1) A person

e Ndlnamntu wam umaphlko mab1n1 phofu akabhabhl.

”'I have a person of mlne, he 1s two—w1nged but

kt?”ihe does not fly w1th hlS w1ngs. .

‘_(ii)Scotchfcart;"

Ndlnaskotshl sam s1namav111 amablnl.yll"

R I have a scotch cart of mlne, 1t has two wheels.7
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T (iii):fKnobkerrie:7 Ndlnagqudu lam llhlonywe phakathl
EE R pkweent51ka ez1mb1n1. '
vI have a knobkerrle of mlne, 1t is struck

E pbetween two posts.

=3{‘lThef Ears
;(i)':'JHorSes; e Ndlnamahashe mab1n1 axakwa kukuqabela 1ntaba.
| ‘ ; :I have horses, they are two,kthey flnd 1t
v*7d1ff1cult to climb to the top of the
'f,fmountaln. |
(ii) Person:. _;f:Ndlnamntu wam uth1 ukuba ndlmphethe kakubl
| - = .ﬁf‘atyekeze.f”f ' e
fi;I have a person of mlne, it happens that when o
3iffI treat h1m badly, he casts up mllk.j'
A‘(iii). People: c';g‘Ndlnabantu bam bab1n1 banyuka entaben1
| o abazange baqabela.-tr'f“k"
I have people oE mine, they are two, they

f'cllmb a. mountaln, they never get to the top.

4, Hair -
ﬁ,(i)c f Forest: 'ijdlnahlathl lam llmnyama kakhulu kuhlala ‘
o o athodlana am amnyama.; |
I have a. forest of mlne, 1t 1s very dark,
there l1ve in. 1t my small black calves.
(ii) ”:Thing:f ; k Ndinanto yam iZingcambu yonke.y
s | . I have a thing of mine; it is all roots.‘
(iii) ‘Field: ‘ Ndinantsimi‘yambeknkhona ndiyivunayd‘knkhona n

"”ichumayo.f RS



!

| f,;(i) Pedple‘t{
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-I have a fleld of mlne, the more I harvest 1t,y

.the more 1t ylelds.-
5. The Feet

~Nd1nabantu bam bab1n1 omnye uthi "ndlphamblll" -

nomnye uthl "ndlphamblll"

) I have people of mlne, they are two, one saysﬂ

YT am in front" and the other says' "I am in N

| »front"'

(4ii) thtle ones: Ndlnantwana zam 21mb1n1 21sh1yana ngokuya

'efkuflka.

 (iii) Antbears:

I have llttle ones of mlne, they are two, each

wants to reach the object flrst.

Ndlnamahodl am mab1n1 ahlala em:mgxunyenl

' efanayo ellnganayo..

I have antbears of m1ne, they are. two, they llve._

in. holes that are 31m11ar and equal in 51ze.

6. The Teeth

delnamadoda am aganga owayo. B . |
I have men of mlne, they catch up someone who 15"

"falllng.

(ii)Ornaments:

‘(iii) People

Ndlnaz1hombo zam ukuba andlzlhlambl ndlzlcoklse

.zxyakundlqaqambela.

.I have: ornaments of mlne, if I do not wash them

carefnlly-everyday-they will cause me muchupaln,

Ndinabantu‘bam'bajinga eweni abanye bemi ezantsi

,jskodwa ngamaxesha‘athi;e bayadibana.
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I have pe0ple of mine, they are suspended from =

Ca prec1p1ce, some are standing at the bottom but

:f:at certaln times they are together.

(div) Mill: Ndlnalltye 1am loku31la, 1mbokothwe ay1s1ll.

A‘-_I have a mlll of mlne, the understone grlnds, the

fupperstone does not grlnd.‘

- 7. Bed Bug_y"

(i),‘A‘thing:.Ndinanto yam iphila;ngegazi,1abantu<nelezilWane.,

(ii) A purse:

I have a thlng of mlne, it lives on the blood:ofh*

‘people and anlmals only.

Ndlnaspajl sam segaz1-'

if;I have a purse of mlne of blood._l

. (iii) A Beast:

Ndlnankomo yam 1bomvu 1yand1tshutshlsa

' ndakuyltyumz 1ntloko, ndakuylfumana dadethu.h

- I have a beast of mlne, it 1s red, it Persecutes

8. Lice

(i) Animals:

I shall crush 1ts head when I flnd 1t. .

.Ndinanyamakazi'zam'ziliwaka.Zihlala.ehlathiniHf
linye.xl |

I have anlmals of mlne, they are thousands, they

: fllve 1n one forest. .

(i) cattle:

'Ndlnankomo zam az1phum1 ehlath1n1 ngaphandle

'_kokuba uye ku21funa.”

'I have cattle of mlne, they do not leave the forestfv

unless you go and look for them.



- 9. gCape,Aloetf

" (i) Person ;;”;7

 ﬂ,(ii) Feilow7‘;{id
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Ndlnamntu wam ehlotyen1 quka abebomvu ukuze

febus1ka abeluhlaza.rs

I have a person of mlne, in summer he becomes

red and 1n wlnter ‘he becomes green. .

,Ndlnamfo wam womelele ude acace ngexa §

'*jfﬁlobu31ka.

(iii) Young man:

’uﬂyekakl nebhaty1 eluhlaza ukuze ngamaxesha

'I have a fellow of mlne,‘he is strong and

clearly SO 1n w1nter.'

dlnamfana wam usoloko enx1be 1bhu1ukhwe

athlle athWale 131tshaba e51bomvu.'/

I have a young man of mlne, he is always .

"»dressed in’ a khak1 palr of trousers, a green

B \'

:Jacket and sometlmes he wears a. red crown.

(1v) Prayer-meetlng women°r‘“Ndinabafazi bam‘bomthandazo

’710; "The Sea

(i)iv ﬁopes;l

5 banx1be 11qh1ya e21bomvu neebhatyl e21luhlazau

Zneelokhwe e21mdaka.

“I have prayer—meetlng women of mlne, they

wear red headgear and ‘green blouses and brown,‘h

"~'dresses.

,,Ndlnantambo zam zininzi zlhamba 21d1bane
’“entanJenl enye zonke zenze umz1 omkhulu.
I have ropes of mine, they go and meet in one

"ﬂ-rope and there make a huge v111age.,.f
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(ii)cl‘Acthing';‘._W,jNoinahto‘inéathi yinyoka ijikelete'iliéwe ‘
| ' ) ht"k"lonke. | ‘ hvf‘;
I have a thlng whlch 1s llke a snake,-
-}fl1t~enclrcles the whole world.
’(lii) Aiférson: o rﬁdinamntu,vam ugquma uhﬁsuku,nemihi;'
e ’ Iwhave,a oersohaoflmine;‘hecfoa?s;nighte.

llfahd day,leh

. 11.. Day and Night

(i)  Twins : ‘NdihamaWélé‘ém‘mabini, elikhulu Llimhlophe
e ellnc1nane llmnyama.c' TR h :
‘“I have tw1ns of mlne, they are two, the
";,elder 1s whlte and the younger 1s black
. ;'(ii)h,foaﬂngehh;ﬁ ‘A’Nd1namadoda am’ mablnl ayaleqana;:enye
B ".1mhlophe, enye imnyama 1be semva maxa - wambl
'1sh1ywe kude le 1mnyama maxa wambl 1cuthe.w
I have young men of mlne, they are two,
:'they chase:each other. - One is whlte and
l*the‘othef’ie black The whlte one 1s 1n
. front and the black one is behlnd. . Some-‘ v
| tlmes the black one is left far behlnd at .

‘other tlmes he closes the gap.
12, A Vatch -

~(;)',£Liﬁiﬂng ' | Ndlnanto yam ndlylshlya apha ndlflke,
P o o 1kwenye 1ndawo.' .

I have a thlng of mlne, I leave it here |

and flndvlt:ln ‘some other place.
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(iii)

)

T

13.

',-(11)

A Person :
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Ndinamntu wam uthi akulamba’afe, akuhlutha

avuke.

'.'I;have a person of mine; when he is hungry he

h.dles and when he 1s full w1th food he wakes

“up.

Men :

= Ndlnamadoda allshuml llnane, allshuml namblnli

'akha udonga amab1n1 abethelelela uphahla.-'

T have men of mlne,_they are Eourteen, twelveo‘

‘lare bulldlng a wall and two are £1x1ng up them -

A Horse

roof.

‘Ndinahashe lam lithillihleliﬂnje abehamathumbu

ekhala. . = .” ‘ RN l“ - :x

‘I have a horselofjmihe, its,bowelS“fumble all

- - the t:i.me'. :

:fA7Witch':a

Ndinagqwirha lam,lihamba*abanfuJbelele.

ll‘have a Witch'of mine, she'movesﬁwhileifhe‘~

~ people are sleeping.

A Bullock :

Baked Bread

G

Ndlnankomo yam 1ngena ebuhlantl 1ngena31khumba

i:fflphume 1naso.g

T have a bullock of mlne, 1t goes 1nto the

A Horse

kraal Wlthout hav1ng a hlde, but when 1t comes

out 1t has one.

: Ndlnahashe lam ndlllfaka e31ta11n1 llmhlophe

?llbuye llbomvu

:5eI have a horse of mlne, I put 1t 1nto the

stable whlte and it comes}out redl B



(iii) A Person:

o (i) A»Thing :

(ii) A House :

1fn15.f-Shoes,“,

(i)T‘AfPerson;:"‘

©(i1) Fellows :

16. 'A Pot .

(i)l'AaPerSOn.:

" no door, 1t has no w1ndow.
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' Ndlnamntu ‘wam ndlmthuma emhloPhe abuye
sentsundu.
‘I have a person of mlne, when I send hlm, he

| is whlte but when he returns he is brown.,

Ndlnanto yam ndlylphosa phezulu 1mhlophe 1th1

: yakuwa phant51 1be mthubl.

I have a thlng of mlne, I throw it up whlte '

and when it falls 1t becomes yellow.

'Ndlnandlu yam 1mhlophe aylnamnyango

aylnafestlle.

; ;I have a house of mlne, 1t is whlte, 1t has

,yNdlnamntu wam unolw1m1 kodwa akathethl.
':5QI ‘have a person of mlne, he has a tongue but E
:?*hevdoesinot speak.,f o |

'_:yNdinabafo bam'babini emini'batya inyamaw‘
‘ebusuku bakhamlslle. ‘ |
I have fellows of mlne,‘they are two durlng

Wthe day, they eat meat durlng the nlght

1they are open—mouthed.v

R Ndlnamntu wam une31qu nemllenze emlthathu ‘

’1sandla s1nye 31shwabene 31gob11e.l

I have a person of mine, he is stout and has
three legs,_hethas.one hand,,lt is wlthered o

and bent. -



59

B (1) A Person continued :
”r(ii)plf Ndinamntu wam‘uneenyawopezintaann, e
| I have a person of mine, he has threesfeet.
" (ii). A Thing: 'Ndinanto yam'ikhohkuyo'anke;imizi{ithandwafdv
R ’ ngamav1la.‘ o . |
- I have a thlng of mlne, 1t is present in every
%house, 1t 1s loved even by lazy people.
h(iii);AAWOmanff NdinamfaZi wam'umnyama tshu usilima kanjalo»
‘o : e e e o i -
kuba: imilenze mithathu, :nobuxelegu unabo kuba
hlal’hlale abenemitshithi kodwa~siyamthandal
'ﬂnoko kuba 31ph11a ngaye.
I have a woman of mlne, she 1s pltch black and
”;lS deformed as well because she has three legs,
‘she is also slovenly because she now and agaln has'
- smudges on her, but we love her all thevSame be-
cause we all:of:us 1ive?through'her,f
17.V A Bromn'

(1) An old Woman : Ndlnaxhegwazana lam llfa llbhlnqlle.

I have an old woman of mlne,‘she dies w1th her

101ns;g1rdled,

l(ll) Daughter-ln-law- ; Umakoti-wezindlu zonke. :'~f‘
The daughter—ln-law of every home._ e~:
18, Soap
‘(i) A Horse: (i)~,Nd1nahashe lam llqubha llqubhe ‘emanzini
| o hllphume 11bh1ty11e.p

I have a horse of mlne, 1t swims and swims-

in the‘water and comes out lean.
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,(11)

(iii)

’(iv) A Bullock :

19,
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A Horse continued :

A Thlng

(i) Ndinahashe lam lithi lakuphala
o flixhaphe amagwebu;’. '
I have a horse of mlne, when 1t

gallops 1t foams.

v Ndlnanto yam ndiya nayo emsebenz1n1 1tyeb11e

‘indlbuye nayo 1bh1tylle.

I have a th1ng of. mlne, when I go to work

1ﬂw1th 1t, it 1s Eat and when I return w1th 1t,

A Young-Man:;

'1t 1s lean.-’

Ndlnamfana wam utyeblleyo uphuma kusasa aye

,vkusebenza abuye emsebenz1n1 ebhltylle.

I have a young man of mlne who 1s fat he -

’_goes out to work in the mornlng and returns

1ean.,..

_ANdlnankomo yam 1tshon apha e queba 1tyeb11e, o

slsele aman21 apho 1buye 1bh1ty11e. .

VI have a bullock of mlne, 1t dlsappears over -

'~here towards the Sundays Rlver belng fat and

‘A Clasp Knife

‘A Person

ult drlnks water there but returns belng 1ean.

B (i) Ngomntu wam akugqlba ukudla athl."nxa"

VJWhen a person of mine- has flnlshed
-eatlng he says: "Nxa" (an exclamatlon

of annoyance/dlsgust)

.g(ii) Ndlnamntu wam akugqlba ukutya uthl "ngxe"

S

I have a person of mlne, when he has

_flnlshed eatlng he says "Ngxe" (an



(i) A Thing,:

| 20. The Road .

'i(i)v A Fellow :

(ii) A Thing :

21 A-Gun

(1) A Person{:
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exclamatlon of satlsfactlon)
(i) ~Nd1nanto yam 1dla 1ye kulala emfulenl.
I have a thlng of mlne, it eats and goes

to 11e in an open valley.

1(ii)‘ Ndlnanto yam ithi yakugqlba ukutya 131ke :

.’lthl nxa kum
I have a thlng of mlne, Whlch when I have |
‘glven 1t food, turns and says "Nxa" to -
me., (Nxa ~ an 1nter3ect10n 31gn1£y1ng_

3 annoyance);

Ndinamfo wam uhl’enyuka akhweze kodva

E akashukuml."x

I have a person o£ mlne, he goes up and down o

”'.(up:and down and across) but he does not move,~

(i) Ndinanto yam iyahamba kodwa ayishukumi.

A thing ofﬂmineywalks, but it does mot

move .

’(ii) ‘Ndlnanto yam 1suka eMont1 1ye eBhayl

‘,Jlngakhange 1shukume.
'fI have a thlng of mlne, it leaves East

London and goes to Port Ellzabeth w1thout»

l'ﬂ'aihav1ng moved. -

adelnamntu wam ndlmthuma apha phamb1 kwam "

atsh’ube mnye, atsho lee.‘
I have a person of m1ne, I send him here, in:

front ‘of me, he takes a long- Jump and lands

. far away.:p
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(iii) A Fowl :

(iv) Thunder :

(v) An Eye :

. .22, Beacon

,(ii) Mother and,child:‘ Wasuz’unina.VWakhal'umntwana.

The mother passed wind, the Chlld cried.

Ndlnankuku yam 1llllsela ngom31la.,“.

hI have a fowl of mlne,'lt’crackles through'

3itsftail.,~

\‘Ndlnazulu lam lezandla.

‘I have thunder and 1lghtn1ng of hands. .

FV“Ndlnallso lam. 1lithi xa ndlbheka endle
721130nge ekhaya.‘ .
'I have an eye of mlne, when T go to the veld

1t goes home.

"(i)thncestral'spirit; delna51thunze1a sam 31m1 endle ku31na

"*(ii){A Person :

‘kunganl.v__i'
I have . an ancestral splrlt of mlne, 1t

kstands 1n the open veld. |

’-Ndinamntu wam uhleli kwaNti;ethafeni akathethi‘
namntu. | |
I have a person of mlne, he is 51tt1ng in

‘the veld, he talks to no one.

ONE PROBLEM WITH ‘DIF:'FERENT "ANSWERS

to the problem.

'There -are some Xhosa Rlddles whlch have more than one answer

The follow1ng are found :;ld'

(1) Ndlnamfundlsl wanm waseTshetshl—Llhlungulu

o Ylngwamza"

I have a prlest of mine of the Angllcan Church. o

It is the white necked raven.p"
It is the stork. |



(ii) .

(i)

NP

Ndlnamntu wam ume yedwa ethafenly
Ylnkaba‘

' Y1bhakan1._~ﬁ

I have a person of mine, he is standlng alone in
- veld. ' S '

Ithlsothe;navel

'}It,isfa}beacon. -

deinamEundisinwamfwaseWeSileQ
 Yingcungcu |
~Lihlungulu.

i the

’IVI have a prlest of mine of the Methodlst Church.h

(iv) -
,lemblzaf"

(vi)

'It is a sugar-blrd

It is a whlte necked raven.t;"

Ndlnamntu wam unemllenze emlthathu..

'Ylyadl yomqulu.

I have a person of mine, he has three legs._jv
It 1s a pot.v - '

R It is a yard cloth.
(v)
41Y1ntlan21._,l*

lentloko.,-a
‘Bubuso neendlebe.

fly w1th ‘them.

K It is an ostrlch.

It’is flSh.
It,is a head.

It is a face and ears.‘~v

Ndlnamntu wam ullsela.'

.Ylndlebe.
1LlllSO.

I ‘have ' a person of mlne, he 1s a thlef.

‘fIt is the ear. L

. It is‘'the eye. .

.Ndlnamntu wam unamaphlko kodwa akabhabhl ngawo. o
~Y1nc1n1ba.

' I have a person of mlne, he has w1ngs but does not
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rNdlnabantu bam baxhentsa e31glngq1n1.

Lugcado emblzenl.
lenkobe emblzenl.

- _Kukutya ekuphekwe emblzenl.

(viii)

(@)

,a (k)

It 1s earth.

I have fellows of mine, they dence in a hollow.*“'

It is malze_roastlng in a pot.

It ieicooked (white) maize. -

It is food cooked 1n a pot.

Ndlnamntu wam ndlmthuma elila abuye ethule. -
Yi-emele xa 1yakukha amanzi, 1buye izele.

'othhunga Xa kwya kusengwa 1libuye llnoblsl.
A have a person of mine, I send h1m crylng and he

comes back quiet. -
It 1s a beaker when water is fetched, 1t comes back
full, S

It is a m11k pail; when 1t is taken off for the mllklng
1t comes back full of m11k. ’

JNdlnamntu wam akazange ahluthe.
;Ylnkumbl ?j:' :
‘Ngumhlaba

ﬁ‘I have a person of mlne, he. has never had enough to eat. -

It 13 a locust.

It 1s death._w

ftNgomntu wam akabonwa kodwa ukhahlela phant31 11ngangalala"
ke21namand1a. ' : §

’v’Bubuthongo

: Kukufa.'

‘Wlth a person(of mine, he is not seen but he fells

powerful men._

’Itfis_sleep.
It is death.
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Ndinanto yam. ihamba nendlu yayo lonke ixesha;g

Yintonjane. .

.Yinkumba.

I have a thing of mine, it pulls its house al@ng’
~all the time. ' ‘ |

It is the grass worm.
It is the locust.
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CHAPTER TIIT

-{.TYPEsf"OF RIDDLES

Cole-Beuchat cla551f1es rlddles accordlng to the type of

’sentence whlch constltutes the statement or the questlon part

:of,the~r1ddle, v - Thus she finds those whlch have a 31mple

(1)

() "
| fA'Ndlnabahlobo bam bablnl, baza kundlsebenzela 121nto“
‘e21ngumangallso ukuba ndlbaqeqeshe kakuhle. leandla.

(iid) -

,;statement;ha‘compound statement,iand‘those'that have more<than"
m one~statémeﬁt;p"
n,EXAMPLES =

fSlmple Statement

‘»Ndlnagqudu 1am lenyama - Llnqlndl.

I have a knobkerrle Of mine of flesh - It is a fiSt;'p |

i‘Ndlna5121ba sam sekhode ef leolo.,

-LI have a corduroy cloth of mlne . It is a knee.,; o

Compound Statement cr

o I have frlends of mlne, they w1ll do wonderful thlngs ;
. for me if I have tralned them well. It is the hands. o

dlnalltye 1oku31la llthl laku31la llbe shushu.'

lezandla xXa uqhwabayo 21bashushu.

:1,I have a mlllstone whlch when 1t grlnds, becomes hot.
’43It is the hands for when one claps they become hot.

Those that have more than one statement

*i Ndlnanto v am 1mdaka 1nokufa kodwa 121tyeb1 21yaylgc1na L

3‘21y110ndoloze, amahlwempu wona ayayllahla.

Ngumkhunyu 121tyeb1 Zlyawugc1na emalaphlnl,‘amahlwemp‘

o awulahla e21nd1elen1.

I have a thlng of mine, 1t is dlrty, 1t is’ a dlsease ‘
carrler but the rlch keep it and preserve 1t the poor
throw 1t away. '

It is. nasal mucus, the rlch preserve 1t in handkerchlefs,p

~ the poor throw 1t away on the streets.v:
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'Ndinamahashe am mabini abaleka kakhulu. Ngomzuzu
abaleka umgama omde kakhulu. Ndithi ndisawajongile abe

~ egabela kude. | - N
’Ngamehlo.

I have horses of mlne, they are two, they are very. fast.f
l_In a mlnute they run a very long dlstance and while I’ am
looking at then, they are already far away.

It is the eyes.

C M Doke recognlzes three maln types of rlddles in Bant

Languages and these are :

-

(a) The Simple Riddle
(b) The Problem Riddle
(c) The‘Song Riddle
- The 51mple rlddles are short and con51st of one word or one
sentence as an ‘answer. S B Hadebe (1967, p. 31) says :
‘The 31mple riddle states the problem without

elaboratlng in metaphorlcal flgures or language
or without extendinglthelmetaphor. ‘

. For example Ndinasipani sam sibomvu — Bubungangu7

I have a span of oxen of mlne, 1t is red - It
 is red ants. '

Jlkelele tywaa - Yinyoka.

'~Round round flat on the ground - It is a snake.

Problem'riddleS‘are much rarer than the simple riddles. They
dlffer from 31mple rlddles because most of the problems are
‘presented 1n a form of a story 1nvolv1ng a puzzle, which is
posed in the form of a questlon, for example-;

| Problem. : “ ‘Uphupha kukho 1ngonyama phambi: kwakho, 1y1ndlovu
I ngasemva, ililiwa kwellnye icala, ngumlambokazi
kwelinye. Ungathini ukuze usinde?
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Q‘You’are in a dream, there is afliOn in frontfof
 you, and an elephant behind. A steep rock is on.
~one side and a blg river on the other.' What can -

'T’you do to save yoursele?. ' -

N Solutiont:;hUngavuka kuba ubuphupha.
| i © You 91mp1y wake up because you were dreamlng.
| The song rlddles dlffer in functlon from the ordlnary spoken
,Trlddles. ‘ They are e1ther actlon songs accompanylng a dance.
.or else have a dldactlc purpose. 8 The meanlng of»the rlddle'
is not always explalned to. the chlldren ‘in the rltes, but in
‘tthe ‘case of the dldactlc rlddles the explanatlon 1is generallylj“
"’prov1ded w1th much exhortatlon from the adults. _‘5
tIn most,Bantu‘Languages riddles may-bepdivided~into’Eourttypes
fmudlae: S “ﬁv ' ,_" ”_ )
- (a) Slmple Rlddle : | i f ""kne‘.(C)V»ProblemARiddlev~'
*l(b) Long Rlddle‘; 7’ﬁ:1 l*.; S (a) ’Song’Riddle:
T In Xhosa they are d1v1ded malnly into three types, namely.
(a) Short/Slmple Rlddle‘ o S
(b)» Long Riddle |

(c) Problem Riddle . or Conundrum.,

(a)A Short or Simple:«Riddles
'These7simple‘riddles may bekfurther»divided'into two’ types,
,(i) The phrase type, and ,

:(11) the concise statement type.

1. The Phrase Type"’“

'j_Here the rlddle is presented shortly by g1v1ng a brlef des—,d“_

.cription.. : All these types of rlddles whose statement



con31sts of posse551ve phrases or words llnked by a conJunctlve :

,‘formatlve can ‘be cla331f1ed under'thls sub—headlng."aﬁ

 EXAMPLES
(i) Ngendlu yamavila | «"5 - Bubuhlanti benkomo .
~ With a house of lazy - It,is»aAcattle kraal
_ .people A S S
o (dd) Umakotl wez1ndlu . ,; JV-Umtshayelo
- zonke e k , o
The‘daughteréin—law-‘ - It is abroom =
;o£~every home : Coan T R
(did) Ngexhego lomzi k'e  Ligala . o |
o with the old man of ,f— : ‘It'is~a»rubbiSh'heap-“"
‘the home S i A
(iv) Ngenkatha yezala - ':A‘Yinja xa izisonga ezaleni -
‘With the head—pad of - It is a dog when it has -
,the heap o - folded 1tself on the rubblsh
- - ' v heap = P : «
C 2. The Conc1se Statement Type"

vHere the statement of the riddle is expressed in a conc1se

‘ _manner w1thout explalnlng the metaphor of the r1ddle. _m_fThe

fmetaphor is put 1n a short expre331on.

(1)

;Ndlnamfundlsl wam waseWe51le - VLihlungulu'

(311)

T have a prlest of mlne of the Wesleyan Church.:~ L

It 1s the whlte necked raven.

(ii’)"j

:Ndlnamfo wam udla ekrokra - Ylhagu '

T have a fellow of mlne, he eats’ complalnlng all the whlle.]‘
‘-kIt is a plg., ‘ ‘ |

Ndlnas1paJ1 sam sega21 - YihdUkuthu LA

I nave a purse of mine of blood.

"It isva bed bug.

vDoke (1947, P- 117) wrltes

' Slmple rlddles occur in great numbers in all
Bantu Langnages. o Some seem of unlversal
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lappllcatlon.-~'Others’are of local individual

- or recent manufacture, some doubtless belng

-‘made up by young chlldren of exceptlonally
‘keen 1ntellect. '

Long Rlddles

Under thls headlng w1ll be Eound those rlddles whlch descrlbe '

the obJect whlch forms 1ts answer, 1n such a way that 1t may be

dlstlngulshed from other obJects.

' EXAMPLES

(l‘) v;

Ngumtakamama, ngumtakatata kodwa akangobhut1 wam,.

;.iakangos131 wam akanto kum kodwa ngokamama notata.
’Qdelm.p; ) '

It;ls my mother's Chlld, 1t is my father s chlld,'but
it is not my brother, it- 15 not my 31ster,,1t 1s ‘no

- relatlon of mlne, but 1t 1s my mother =3 chlld and my

}ufather s.'
‘V;It 13 I.

_‘Ndlnamadoda am mablnl, ayaleqana, enye 1mhlophe, enye a

_imnyama, le imhlophe 1phamb111 ithi le 1mnyama ibe semva

dmaxa wambi 1sh1ywa kude le 1mnyama maxa wambl 1cuthe.

i Yimini nobusuku..A

o Ikhave young men of mlne; they are two, they chase each

‘Other.' One 1s whlte and the other is black E The whlte
' one'is'ln front and the black one is behlnd., Sometlmes

the black one 1s left far behlnd at other tlme 1t closes

"’“_g;the gap._

,'(iii)

S It is day and nlght.&

Ndlnamfa21 wam umnyama tshu u3111ma kanJalo kuba 1m11enze

_fmlthathu, nobuxelegu unabo kuba uhlal’ahlale abenemi-

’”1tsh1th1, kodwa 31yamthanda kuba 31ph11a ngaye 31sonke nle

s AYlmblza.

I have a woman of mlne, she- 1s pltch black and is deformed

'as well because ‘she has three legs; she is. also slovenly'”
r-because she -now. and agaln has smudges on her but we loye

her all the same because we all live through her._'“

It is a pot.
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The"longvriddle extends the metaphor and givesfa further ex—

‘ planatioh’Of the riddle. ﬂ There are many statements ex—.

pla1n1ng the flrst one in order to clarlfy the p031t10n.-

' For 1nstance,’1£ we 1ook at our 1ast example, we notlce that -

there are five descrlptlve statements

(1) She is pitch black ' (111) She has three legs

»f(ii)'She is deformed a (1V)~. She is slovenly
(V) She has smudges on her. B - |

t,The last . statement, i.e. the 51xth statement, explalns our

Aattltude towards her ’f'

i e(v1) We 1ove her because we llve through her.

The qualltles under whlch the object 0perates are a key to the

’,answer of the rlddle.

(111)‘The Problem Rlddle

- The problem riddle was fIrst referred to by McDonald as we

flnd in Doke,'as conundrums in story form. E Doke (1947, P 119)

_'says that by thls is meant that the: rlddle

l is really a problem or poses a problem whlch
has to .be solved. 1ngen10usly w1thout Just the
answer. ' ‘ ’

Some people may c1a531fy conundrums as a type of folktale
‘rather than a type of rlddle. _' The reason 1s that the

o problem rlddles or conundrums are told in the form of a story

and in thls respect they resemble the folktale.r But folktales
are. dlfferent from story conundrums, for although they may be
an 1ntellectual game, they requlre no solutlon. e They re-

qulre the apprec1atlon of the moral lesson they illustrate.

,The'problem riddle must be'solVed on the basis of the data
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presented in the tale. They requlre reasonlng 1n1t1ally

eln order to be solved. 3 And 1n order to get the solutlon

qulckly, one must con51der the whole rather than parts of the

problem, ‘For example, let us look at the=follow1ng g

‘Problem_:'} Uphupha kukho 1ngonyama phambl kwakho, indlovu

ngasemVa, liliwa kwelinye icala, 1ngumlamboka21
kwellnye." Ungath1n1 ukuze u31nde° )

You are in a dream, there 1s a llon in front of
v‘you, an. elephant behlnd, a steep rock on one 31de A

‘and a big river on the other. :Whatrcan*you do to
‘ 1save yourself° - ' N - |

 Solution B Ungavuka kuba ubuphupha.ldi

You 31mply wake up because you were dreamlng. f

The solutlon in the above. problem 11es in the 1ntroductory

- part "uphupha" hh One can fall to solve the problem by con—‘

centratlng on the llon,,elephant, a steep rock and the rlver -

“.fand forget that thls partlcular person was dreamlng.

‘:In some problems the answer has no relatlon to the story. i It’

‘is based on the questlon. The story is there to confuse or.
' trlck you.  Here'is an example :
.Problem.: ‘ ‘Kukhofabantu‘basibhOZo bakhwele,kWinqwelontaka,

suke itshe xa bephezulu. Ababini baphume
ngefestile, abane bahle nayo_ngokutihlayo.”aba;
bini bahle nge51khusell.' Ngobani abafika kuqala
hemhlabenlo " S R
- There are eight people in a helicopter. This
helicopter burns ‘while it is still in the air.
‘ :lTwo people get out through the window, four get
.down as it falls, and two get out by parachute.
:Who were the first people to arrive on the- earth?

.'Solution : NguAdam NoEva,

‘It‘is’Adam and Eve.



h,Thls problem can be related to the following Engllsh problem

_Problem : Do you knOW'your name°

Spell 1t.

Solutlon I T.

'_One may thlnk of 3pe111ng one s name._y

75 Most of the problem rlddles are usually longer than the s1mple

rlddles and they 1nvolve no comparlson between obJects. But

‘~they both 1nvolve exerc1se of 1ntellectual Sklll because they

apboth pose problems that have to be solved.

‘There are few conundrums whlch have been recorded up to the

present day. g“ Smlth and Dale recorded three for Ila, Doke

one for Lamba and Weeks one in Congo.

I collected most of the conundrums from boys and glrls aged

.between 31xteen and elghteen.g_ But. boys took more 1nterest
fln this game than girls, . From the1r collectlon T obtalned

" the follow1ng types of problems :

(a). Arlthmetlcal Problems. - (c) 'Argumentative'Problems

‘(b)_ Slmple Problems o ~ (d) Problem riddles. of

‘English origin.

"',A., ARITHMETICAL ' PROBLEMS

'Here you get a- problem whlch has to be solved mathematically.

The examples follow 3

?Problemv{;. Kwakukho ‘amadada edada edam1n1 ellkhulu.

' Kwagqltha ellnyevldada lathl, "Molwenl madada
“-allkhulu" Athl‘"aSlllkhulu, ukuze Sibelikhulu

kufuneka wongeze 151q1ngatha sethu nawe ngaphezulu.»

Ayemangaphl la madada?

There vere ducks sw1mm1ng in a blg dam. There'
" \passed one duck nearby and said: "Hullo, hundred '
" ducks", They said in reply' "We are not ‘a nundred;

in order to be a hundred you must add a half of us



74

' together vith you"
‘How 1 many ducks were there°

Solution: Ayengamashuml amathandathu ane51thandathu.
They were 51xty—31x.
Others putythe problem as follows :

Problem t",Kwakukho amadada edada edamlnl ellkhulu. KWagqitha [
(i) - elinye lathi "Molweni madada allkhulu"' Athi

'"a3111khulu, ukuze 51be11khu1u kufuneka abangangathl,-

131q1ngathanga sethu, ikota yethu, nawe ngaphezulu"
"Ayemangaphl la madada? '

- There were ducks _swimming in a blg dam. ‘There

rpassed one duck nearby and said: "Hullo nundred
Aducks" They said in reply: ;"We are not a hundred,

in order to be a hundred you must ‘add other ducks.
’“Whlch are equal to us in number, a half of us, then )
a quarter of us, and you*. ‘ o
" 'How many ducks were there?

SOIution;‘ﬂAyengamashuml amathathu ane51thandathu.

They were thlrty—slx.

’4Prob1emy:« NdinamadOda amathathu, omnye'ngunyana weyokuqgala, .

(ii) - ommye: nguyise komnye, omnye ngunyana wale ndoda "
: ,’ye31b1n1. d Kufuneka la madoda elele. Iibhedi

endinazo zine, wona mathathu.. Ndlngathini ukuze
- kungabikho bhedi ingenamntu? - = '

I have three men, one is the son of the first man,
anotherlie the father, the th1rd one is the son o£~
the second man. These men must get to bed. I

" have four beds, but they are three. What can I do
so that there can be no spare bed?

| Solution;‘ Utata"Wale ndoda yesibini ungambeka kmibhedi

L o yokuqala,_lndoda yesibini iziziqu ezibini kuba
ingunyana, kwaye 1kwangu tata wale ndoda ye31thathu,.
‘ngoko ke uza kulala kw;bhedl ye31b1n1,neye31thathu.l‘
»Eyesine ibhedi iza kulala le ndoda yesithathu.,'
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. The father of the second man is 901ng to OCCupy

- the first bed. The second man is the son and at
‘the same’ tlme is the father of the thlrd man, there-
fore he is 901ng to occupy the second and third beds.
'The fourth bed 1s 901ng to be occupled by the third
man. ‘

The solution is as follows :-—

“Man 1 - Father of Man 2 =

. Men 2 Father of Man 3, and,»
.+ . son of Man 1
Man 3 . Son of Man 2

Therefore :. | ,

'Bed 1 : Man 1 father of Man 2
Bed 2 : Man 2 son of Man 1
Bed 3 :.l. - . Father of Man 3

"1'Bed 4 : Man 3 son of Man 2

HlThls same problem can be posed as follows.:

'“Instead of hav1ng three men. ‘and four beds, one can have~

three men~and 31x,beds. . It,canobe-solved_as the above
example.,, ’ |
Man L :v{Father of Man 2 and-grandé o ‘f»é.lst'man
~ _father of Man 3 .. .=2nd man -
Man' 2 : Son of Mam' 1l and - = 3rd man
- QhﬂmrofMa13"'.bf L = 4th man
" Man 3 : SomofMam 2 and. - - = 5th man
~ grandson of Man 1 * = 6th man

There are 6 people .
“(a) Two fathers

(b) ;tWo-sons : )

(c) _one grandfather , and
(a) one grandson.

: Thebproblem.following‘is’related to the one above :
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(iii)

Solntion:?

Dish 1
Dish 2

‘Dish 3

Problemf:

(iv)

e - .
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Kukho onyana abab1n1 notata abablnl, 121tya
zlthathu, ibe- ngulowo kufuneka atyele e51tyen1
sakhe, ngaxesha nye., Ungenza nJan1° .

There are. two sons and two fathers, the dlshes
are three each must eat 1n hlS own dlSh and all

must eat at the same tlme. ' What can you do°>

Ungenza ngolu hlobo. Aba bantu bathathu.

_,vuTatomkhulu wakho ngutata wokuqala, utata’ wakho '
i, ngunyana Wokuqala katatomkhulu wakho. Wena -
i ungunyana katata wakho, ungunyana wes1b1n1, utata
‘7wakho ngutata wesibini. Onyana babini wena

notata wakho, notata bablnl utata wakho,‘notato—

R mkhulu wakho.' Abantu bona bathathd ne21tya

z1thathu ingulowo uza kutyela es1tyen1 sakhe.

'You can ‘do. as follows ' here are three people.

Your grandfather is the flrst son, your father is

the son of your grandfather and you are the son of
ve_ your father, you are the second son, your father _ ,
1s the second father, there are also two fathers,fe

- your father and your grandfather. ~In reallty, o
\ithere are three people and the dlshes are also

three, Each is’ g01ng to eat in hlS own dlSh.

' The problem is solved as follows ’]

B Man‘l (lst father) ,
Man 2  (lst son, 2nd father)
‘ Man 3 (2nd son)

_ Ndlnamthl wam wee-apile, n ‘emizi‘emithathu;.

nemllambo emithathu. Indlela yam idlula kuqala
emth1n1 wee—aplle. Kulo'mthifkufnneka ndikhe

_ 11ap11e eziya kwenela eluhambenl lwai., fr*5Xa :

ndlwela -umlambo 21ph1ndwa kabini' oko kuthi xa
bezine 21ba51bhozo.»\; Ndlqala ndlkhe iiapile

) ndlwele umlambo, ndlflke emz1n1. - Le mizi
'yahlulwe ylmllambo.-v Kufuneka ndlyahlulele ezi

plle ngokullnganayo. Akufunekl ziphele phakathl
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(b)
”(c) X

N

- ndingafikanga kumZi'wokugqibela yaye akufuneki
kubekho ezisalayo. -

Kufuneka ndikhe zibengaphi emthini? -

,KumZifWOkuqala ndishiye Zibengaphi?_l

Kumzi ngamnye.ziyakuba‘ngaphi?

'I have got an apple tree of mine, three houses

and three rivers. My path passes near this 3
apple tree. From the apple tree 1 must plck
apples, whlch w1ll be su££1c1ent for my journey.

QlWhen I cross the rlver they multlply by two, if

©_they were “four: they become elght, and SO on. I

;'plck the apples first before I cross the river,

The three ‘houses are separated by three rlvers.

I must d1v1de_these apples equally among the‘ o
_ three houses and they must not .get finished be-

"3:‘£ore I'reach the last house. = Thereﬂmust.be‘no

(@
(v)
?Solution.f‘ |

(a)

(b)

(c)
(a)
(b)

(c)

‘left overs.

How many apples must I Ple from the tree°

How many must I leave in the flrsthhouse?

How many must I leave in eaCh'house,

Emthlnl ylza nazo z1be51xhenxe.
Shlya 21beslbhozo kumz1 wokuqala.

Shiya zlbes;bhozo,kum21 ngamnye,

‘Bring seven apples from the tree.

Leave,eight'ln the first: houser
Leave eight in each house.

When he crOssed the first river,. the apples became_fourteen,'

“then he left elght in the'first'house and there’remainedusix.
"He went on: to- the second rlver and they became twelve. - He

S left elght 1n the second house and only four were left. Then

he came to the third river and the apples 1ncreased to elght.

These he left in the third house.
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_One gets most of these arlthmetlcal problems from puplls

who study mathematlcs at . school. These problems demand a ,"

‘ hlgh 1nte111gence and understandlng.‘ To present such a

problem rlddle demands 1nvolved reasonlng, and 1t must be

,»clearly shownghow the problem ds.solved.

‘Our second type is :

 B.~ THE SIMPLE PROBLEM RIDDLE

Thls is a type of rlddle which - demands no argument about the

answer. There is 1o need at tlmes for argulng but the.

audlence must have a hlgh sense of observatlon. ,

EXAMPLES
L‘Problem:: Ndlneplkoko, 1e plkOkO 1za1e1a kwammelwane wam,.
- (1) itya kuye. Ingaba sakuthini xa 51senza 1sahlulo.'

“Sakufumana ngokullnganayo na?:

I have a peacock, thls peacock hatches 1ts eggs 1n7“
’Hmy nelghbour s house,‘lt is fed by her.". How arev‘_
we g01ng to divide the productso Are we g01ng to_

get equal shares?. '

' solution: Iplkoko aylzalell.

" The peac0ck never hatches its.eggs.'

Problem : Kukho 1bhulorho enc1nc1, kwanele ukuba kungahamba

(ii)  imoto nemeylle qha, kungenakho ukuba kungahamba :

-imoto, 1mey11e nomntwana wayo.“; Ngoku kuza imoto
ngapha, kuphlnde kuze 1mey11e ihamba nomntwana wayo.t
Kufuneka 21hambe kunye apha ebhulorhwenl Zlngath1n1~“
ukuze z1wele kuba 1mey11e aylnakwahlukana nomntwana
_Wayo° ‘ .

There is a brldge, 1t is small, only a car and a
‘mule can cross it at the same time. - Now there

comes a car, a mule, and its foal. They must all
- cross the bridge at the same time. How can they.
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icross the brldge because the mule cannot leave
- its foal behind? ‘

solution : Aylkho lo nto 1mey11e aylnamntwana.

There is no such thlng, a-mule cannot have ‘a foal.

Problem : Kwakukho umantshingilane,‘ogada iinkuku.;~]Ngenye

(iii) - imini wasuka ekuseni wabalisela inkosi.yakhe ukuba

uphuphe ebethwa eza kuhlaselwa. Wagxothwa 1o

 mantshingilane. fWayegxothelwa nie
‘There was a Watchman who looked after fomls.; One.
~day, early in the morning, he told his master that
he had dreamed that he was ‘beaten and that- he (was
sure) he would be attacked. '

“pWhy was. he expelledo

Solution:'_Wayegxothelwa into yokuba wayelele kucaca into

yokuba wayengagadanga ebusuku elele.

- He was expelled because he slept Whlle he was on
duty. It is clear that he dld not watch the. fowls
'at night while he was asleep. ' ‘

In the above examples the audlence does not need: to argue,

about the solutlon. ‘.. ‘In Example (1) we know that a peacock

is a male blrd and therefore 1t cannot hatch eggs. ) The same

applles to Example (11) A mule does not glve blrth to off-

sprlng. .v.In Example (111) ‘we notlce that this partlcular

’ watchman fell asleep,« thlS means he falled to do his dutles

»as a watchman, and 1s the reason for hlS hav1ng been expelled.

C. = THE ARGUMENTATIVE PROBLEM RIDDLE

In thls type there is: much argument about how to solve the »
problem which is presented by the rlddler.' - Let us,take this’;'

problem rlddle as our flrst example .
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Problem : Indoda ethile yaflka emlanJenl uzele. Yayihamba -
(1) '.‘nengonyama nebhokhwe nekhaphetshu. Yayiza
‘ . kuwela ngeslkhetshana kodwa yayinokuwela nento
denye‘qha_ngexesha.' E Masiqonde okokubavibhokhWe'
F;iyavitya ikhaphetshu, ingonyama iyayitya ibhokhwe.

A certaln man came to a river Whlch was in ‘flood.
 He had with h1m a lion, a goat, and a cabbage.- He |
iwas going to cross by boat. but there was room in
. tne boat for only one other: be31de hlmself. We
must bear in mind that goats eat cabbage, and llon3°
eat. goats. How then was he to get these across
‘the r1ver° N

The audlence will now commence argulng. ‘One will say: ‘ "I"

can. take the 1lon flrst"’ o No, the goat w1ll eat the cabbage..;
_Another w1ll say._ "I can take the cabbage_flrst"f & But then

the. llon w1ll eat the goat.g

fThere is a partlcular order to: be observed 1n the ferrylng of
h these thlngs. .E In order to solve thls problem, the procedure

*;should ber

“l;l Take the goat across flrst and leave it on the other 51de.
’ ' The 110n does not eat: cabbage,‘so there is no harm 1n
leav1ng the two together.

, Return to thls side and take the cabbage over, leav1ng the

fllon alone. - But if the goat and the: cabbage are left :
alone together the goat will eat the cabbage.. So take the. ﬁ“
goat back where the lion is, leav1ng the cabbage alone -on

’fthe other ‘side of the stream. ' R

3. fWhen you have reached this side of the stream; leave‘the
N goat behind and take the lion across so that ‘the lion and

‘the cabbage are together agaln - but now on the other
'51de. T ' ' ' '

4. Then come back_for'the goat.
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IE one'attends an occasion where this riddle‘is(posed, one
. can see ‘how the audlence argue w1th the riddler about the
solutlon of the problem. Orce the problem has been solved
there is much merriment and laughter. |
. Anotherfproblem of this type which also involves'the crossing
of a stream is : | “ - | |
TProblem H Kukho abantwana babini. Ubunzima'babohbu—

(ii) - 50kg emnye. © Utata nOmama babunzima bu-100kg o
| C emnye, ‘ Bafuna ukuwela nge51khetshana. |

'k131khetshana 51thwala umthwalo oyl ~100kg ngexesha.
Banga wela nJanlo’,»-

4 There are two chlldren. They welgh 50 kg each.
The Father and the mother welgh 100 kg each.
They want to cross on a boat.  The boat will only
carry a load of 100 kg at a time. How will
hthey.crOSS? ' ‘ ‘

solution :  Kuza kugala kumke abantwana bobabini. Omnye
‘ ‘ aphlnde ashlyeke kumke omnye kwaba banobun21ma
abuy1—100kg emnye. Xa efika kwela cala esi
_51khetshana 31buye nala mntwana ebeshiyekile.
Baphlnde aba bantwana bawele kunye. Afike ashlyekeh
-omnye wabo, omnye aphinde. Xa efika kwela cala
 uyashiyeka kuwele lo ubunzima buyi-100kg. Xa
efika ngaphaya kukhwela la mntwana aphuthume omnye
kwela cala babuye kunye. '

This problem riddle is more compllcated‘than theyfirSt one.
One has’ to thlnk carefully before g1v1ng the answer. 'The |
audlence must also llsten carefully to the one who solves it.

- The problem is solved in the follow1ng manner :

(i)  The children;will cross the stream together.

(ii), One child returns with the boat.



(iii) one who weighs 100 kg orosses the stream.

- (iv) When she is across, the child who was left on the
' other 31de, returns w1th the boat.,.

There is only one person who has. crossed the stream so
far, namely the mother.

~(v) . The two children will cross the stream agaln for the
second tlme.

(vi) One remalns ‘and the other returns.

'_‘(vii), ‘When he arrives with the boat he is left and the
' ‘ father crosses. .

There are three,people'across,'father, mother'and the
child. ‘The second child is still on the other side,

(viii) The first child crosses the stream to the other side
- to fetch the second child. ’They return'together.

The two chlldren crossed the stream three times. Each™ ™
returned to the other side tw1ce. . The father and the mother

’kcrossed once.

D. PROBLEM 'RIDDLES OF ENGLISH ORIGIN

These conundrums seem to have originated from English, but they
are found in Xhosa today. The reason why I classify them
as borrowed r1ddles is that if one gives the Xhosa 1nterpretat10n'

Wtonly, one w111 fall to understand the solutlon.-

.EXAMPLES
~ Problem 5lKukho umntu omnyama, ukhwele emotweni nabelungu
(1) . ababini. Aba belungu bayamcaphukela 1o mntu

- umnyama. Le moto aylnanombolo. Singathi
ithini inombolo yayo?

‘A black man is driving in a car with two white men.
These two hate this black man. The car has no

number plate. What is its possible number? -

Solution: 281 (Ababini bathiye omnye)
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The solutlon can be 1nterpreted as follows.. There are

two men .who hate one man,

‘fTherefore, (Two . 'HATE ONE) i.e.
v 2 8 1
Problem : _»Ithini inombolo yemfonomfono kaAdam noEva.

(i1) What is the phOne number of Adam and Eve?
solution: 2 8 1 3

Ababini batya umthi>omnye.

(Two ate from one tree)
This probiem has a;biblicai origin. The solutidn is 2813
because Adam:and Eve, Whilerthey were in the garden of Eden,
ate the fruits of the tree which God commanded them not to eat.
‘Pfoblem;{ Xa- amadoda esiya eNode, eEast, eWest noseSude kuxa

S(ddid) afuna nton1°

. When men go to ‘the North, East, West and south,
what do they want

Solution: - Afuna iindaba.
| They want neWS.

The problem is'solved as follows :

N N _ North
v ~ West
s L | south
NEWS -
Problem : Ukuba emotweni kukhwele abantu, omnye unxibe 1mpahla
(iv) ~  zekhaki, omnye isuti emnyama, ngoku 131tshlxo

silahlekile. Ngubani onokuvula.

. If there are two people in a car, and one is Wearing ]
 Xhaki clOthes,'and the other a black Suit,'WhO'WillU



Solution:

Problem :

(v)

Solution:
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open the car if the keys get lost°
Ngulo unempahla zekhaki kuba car-imoto key—lSltSthO.

It is the one who is wearlng khakl clothes because
khaki (car-key) means the keys of the car are with

. ”hlm.

Une51hlangu sinye qha., Uthi unesosihlangu -
ukhonkothwe zizinja, enye ide ikutye. Wena into’
oyifunayo sisihlangu.' Ungathini ukuze uzuze |
isihlangu sesibini? '

You have got one shoe only. While still in pos-
se351on of this shoe, dogs bark at you, one even
g01ng to the extent of bltlng you. ‘What you want
is a shoe.  What can you do to get the second shoe?
Uza kuthi_xa’utinavyinjaﬁzx shu! (ushoe - sisihlangu)
wfumane isihlangu unxibe. | . ‘

When the dog bitesfyou,'yeu‘will say "Shoe!" .  You

‘will then get the shoe and put it on.

 CONTENTS ' OF .- ‘ RIDDLES

' Riddles draw their content fromvthe elements of the culture tou

.which they belong. They describe the everyday life and the

(1) Ndlnamntu-wam - -
(ii) Ndinemfazi ‘ -
(111) Ndinaxhego =~ = . =
(div) NdinaxhegWazana -
"(V) ~;Ndinahashe, o ~
 (vi) Ndinamabhaku -
(vii) Ndinanyoka ' -

' knowledge of the'pe0p1e. It is worth noting that we find
Vreferences to men and domestie_animals more frequently in the

= problem than in the answer,~£or example :

have a person of mine
have a woman ‘

have anhold man

‘have an old woman
have a horse

have tiny dogs

Lave a snake
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'EXAMPLES

,le: Ndinabantwana bam babini'ndibathuma ngoku babuye ngoku.

~ I have two chlldren of mine. I send them now and they
return now.

[The answer to this riddle is the EYES, even although they have

‘ been referred to as CHILDREN in thls problem.

2. 'Ndlna21n3a zam zine, 21sukela umvundla zingasoze ziwufumane.

Four dogs keep on the back of a hare w1thout ever catchlng
it.

-

The answer is the ROUR WHEELS of a wagon. TABnt in the problem

they have been referred to as FOUR DOGS.

"According to Cole-Beuchat

triddles deaiﬁmainly with material‘surrounding'
the people.

It is quite true that riddles cover fields, such as the human

- body, human_life,_plants, animals,xinsects; vehicles, natural

phenomena;leating utensils, writing materials, etc.”

The subheadings under which the contents of Xhosa riddles are

‘cla331f1ed do not represent all the themes and more will emerge

vwhen the cla331£1cat10n is con51dered. ' They are :

1. ’Riddles referring to nature.

2. Riddles referring to material objects in the culture of

- the people.

f3. Riddles referring to the habits of the people'in»their

daily’life.

4. Riddles referring to man's faults as expressed in the
problem only. ' ' ' ' o

5. Riddles referring to plants and'animale as well as their
characteristics. o '

6. Riddles referring to the artistic sense of the people.
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Riddles referring to the customs and beliefs of the

- people.

" Riddles referring to geographical objects.
’Riddles’referring to wizards, witches and departed spirits.

' Rlddles referrlng to Nature

v_Rlddles which describe nature refer to obJects, such as

a @
. (_b')."
- "
@
@

(£)

HEAVEN :

HEAVEN &
EARTH &

~the earth, the sky, the sun, waters, rivers, the wind,
‘llghtnlng, thunder, stars, the moon, etc.

Ndlnant31m1 vam iluhlaza kuphel’ iliso

ingaphelanga yona.

I have a field‘of mine, it_is green; the eye

gets'fihished before it (the field) gets

finished (i.e. the eye camnot take it all in).

, Ngabantu ababini badla yonke imihla kodwa

. abahluthi.

W1th people of mine, they eat everyday but they
', do not have- enough.

SKY & MOON: Ndlnant31m1 yam 1chuma ngobusuku 1nethanga'

WATER ¢

WIND :

11nye.

I have a field of mine, it flourlshes by nlght,

it has one pumpkln.

R Ndlnanto yam andlnakuphlla apha ebom1n1

ngaphandle kwayo .

I have a thlng of m1ne, w1thout it I cannot

surv:.ve .

Ndlnanto yam nokuba seyininzi ngeze uylbambe

konke.

What is it - that which you cannot ever catch,

‘no matter how much there is of 1t?

THUNDER, LIGHTNING & RAIN

Ndlnabantu bam; 1ndoda 1yangxola - Iindudumo
Umfazi uyahleka | - Umbane
abantwana bayalila - Imvula

I have,people of mine; the manblusters in

speaking - Thunder
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The woman laughs - Lightning
Children cry . - Rain

2. Rlddles referrlng to material obJects in the culture of

the people ,

These riddles may,be divided into :

(i) Riddles describing objects which are of common use to
women ' ' ‘

r'(a)‘ BROOM NdinaxhegwaZana lam‘lifa libhingile.

I have an o0ld woman of mlne, she dies with her
loins glrdled.' ’

'A worn—out native broom retalns its upper binding 1ntact.

(b) BUCKET OF WATER:
B g Ndinanto yam 1ya emlanJenl ilila 1buye 1thule.

I have a thing of mine, it goes to the river -
crylng and comes back quiet. ‘

| The cry here, refers to the nolse,caused by the basin inside

" the bucket while it is stillﬂempty,

(c) GRINDING STONE Ndlnam£a21 wam usebenza elila.

- I have a woman of mlne, she works crying every
day. '

- The er of the WOman ié'thehSOund'made by the upper‘and lower

grlndlng stones when she. grlnds, for example, malze.'

(d) 'SIEVE : Ndlnanto yam ivuza amanzi ngeembambo._

I have a thlng of mlne, Water escapes through
its rlbs. o

v,(e)i KETTLE_: , Ndlnanto yam itya nge51su ithi yakuhlutha,

1khuphe ngomlomo.f

I have a thing of mlne, it eats through the v
stomach and when full it vomits through the
mouth. ‘

(ii) Riddles describing objeCts.commohly used by men :



(a) WHEELBARROW:

: “'X

‘(b)_EfIPE : ,'.

() sPmAR :

(e) PLOUGH : *

| belngs :
(a) COMB " :
- (p) 'éOAP‘:
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Ndlnanto yam 1nenyawo e21ntathu .

1kodwa 1hamba ngalo 1unye.

;I have a thlng of m1ne,~1t has three feet
~ but- 1t walks on one. o

4

Ndlnamntu wam utya ngentloko aphefumle

L ngom51l

I have a person of mlne, he eats w:Lth the
~*phead and breathes through the tail. -

"(c) CLASP KNIFE: ..

ngdlnamntu Wam uthl akugqlba ukutya athl

g e"

I havea P,erson‘ of mine, when he has
 Finished eating he says "gxen.

| ngomntu wam apho anyathela khona kuphuma,a
- umthombo. ' ' T

,Wlth a person of mlne, when he treads a
fountaln flows. ~

Ndlnamntu wam uhamba elele ngecala.

I have a person of mlne, he moves whlle

1y1ng on. hlS 51de.

Co(idd) Rlddles descrlblng obJects used commonly by all human

'Ndlnamfo wam unama21nyo kodwa akahlafunl
 ngawo. . | '
4‘.I have a fellow of mine, he has teeth but
~ he does not. chew w1th them.-f

’hENdlnanto yam 1ya emlanJenl 1h1uth1 1buye
'v'11amb11e. R

I have a thlng of mlne, it goes to. the
frlver belng fu11, and returns hungry.,

Ndlnahashe laim 11ngena esltallnl 11nesa11“
11phume llngenasall. ‘

'« I have a horse of mlne, it enters the stable
w1th a saddle and 1eaves 1t wlthout one.
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(d) - WATCH : Ndinamntu wam uthi akulamba afe, athi
' akuhlutha avuke.

I have a person of mine; when he is hungry
he dies and when he is full (with food) he
wakes up.

3. Riddles referring to the habits of the peopie in their
daily lives o '

(a) Ndinentwala zam zivana namathang’am. zinzipho zika-
Makhulu xa andiswebayo. ‘

I have lice of mine, they are fond of my thighs.

It is grandmofherfs fingernails when she pinéhes me,
Grandmothers;like to pinch children, especially grand-
children who are naughty or when they are making a noise.

(b) Ndinanto yam amahlwempu ayayilahla izityebi ziyayichola.
4 Ngumkhunyu, amahlwempu afinyela phantsi kuba akanamali
yokuthenga 1tshe£u, izityebi ziyawuchola ngetshefu.

I have a thing of mine, the poor discard it, the rich pick
it upe. ' A ' | '
It is nasal mucus; the poor blow their noses on the
ground and the rich keep it in their handkerchiefs.

(c) Ndinanto yam ithandwa ngumntu wonke ngokosana.
Sisono. '

I have a thing of ﬁine, it is loved by everybody like a
baby.
It is sin.

4. TRiddles referring to man's faults as expressed in the

problem only

Man is referred to here in the problem and the answer re-
fers to something different.

(a) Ndinamntu wam utya elele ngecala.

I have a persbn.of mine, he eats lying on his side.
It is the sickle.



(b)

(c)

(d)
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_Ndinamntu wam uhamba elele ngecala.

I have a person oOf mihe; he moves lying on his side,
It is a plough. ‘

Ndinamntu wam ungcwatyiwe kodwa akafile,Ngumbona esiseleni.,

I have a person of mine, he is buried but he is not dead.
It is maize in the grain pot.

Ndithenga ingxowa yomgubo ndize ndiwuchithe umgubo nditye

ingxowae.

I buy a bag of meal, and then throw the meal away and eat
the bag. ,

It is tripe and its contents are spilled out before eating
it.

5. Riddles referring to plants and animals as well as their

(a)

@)

(ii)

(iii)

characteristics

Plants and animals have given rise to some of the most
. beautiful riddles in the language. ' '

PLANTS

Ndinendlu eluhlaza udonga lwayo lumhlophe ngaphakathi

ihleli inenekazi elipinki nabantwana balo abaninzi

abamdaka.
Yivatala.

I have a hbuse of mine, it is green, its wall is white
inside.- There stays in it a pink lady with her many
children who are brown.

It is a watermelon.

Ndinamfana wam,busoloko enxibe ibhulukhwe yekaki nebhatyi e

eluhlaza ukuze ngamaxesha athile athwale isitshaba esibomvu.

Likhala xa lidubulayo.

I have a young man of mine. He is always dressed in a

khaki pair of trousers, a green jacket and sometimes he

wears a red crown.

‘It is the Cape Aloe when it blossoms.

Ndinabhokhwe zam zineempondo'ezindepezimhlophe.

Ngameva etolofiya.
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_IAhave goats of mine, they have horns which are long
and white. v '
It is the thorns of the prickly pear.

(b) . ANIMALS

L

(1) Ngamntu wam wakha indlu kodwa angalali kuyo.
‘ Lihodi. '

With a person of mine, he builds a house but he does not
lie in it. | L
It is the antbear.

'(ii) Ndinandoda yam incinci ngomzimba kodwa iyoyikwa. Ithi
ukuba isuzile .wonke umntu abaleke.

Ligaga.
I have a man of mine, he is slight of build but he is
feared. " When he passes(wind everybody runs away.

It is a musk cat.

(iii) Ndinamntu wam uthi xa aleleyo angacimeli.
Ngumvundla.

I have a person of mine, he does not close his eyes when
he sleeps.
It is the Cape hare.

(iv) Ndinahashe lam liyimbaleki alithandi kuhlala apho kukho
umlilo khona. ’ |

vile nja kuthiwa lingesi.

I have a hofse of mine, it is a race-horse; it does not
like to sit where there is a fire.
It is the grey-hound.

6. Riddles referring to artistic sense of people

The artistic sense of the people is found in those riddles
which refer to the pot and fire. -

(i) Ndlnankabl zam zimbini, enye 1mbovu enye

imnyama. Le ibomvu ithi yakuhlaba le 1mnyama kuxuxuzele

‘emathunjini.

_YimbiZa nomlilo.

T have oxen of mine, they are two, one is red, the other
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is black. The red one dgores the black one until the
intestines rumble,
It is a pot and fire.

{ii) .Ndinademvana wam, ubeth’uMnyamana atsho uMnyamana
- axuxuzele amathumbu ngaphakathi.
Ngumlilo utshis’imbiza kubll into engaphakathl.

I have "Bomvana" of mine, he beats "Mnyamana" and
Mnyamana's intestintes start rumbling.

Tt is the fire, which burns the pot and something inside
~the pot begins to boil. '

(iii) Ndinankomo zam zithathu, enye ibomvu enye imhlophe, enye

imnyamae. Le ibomvu ihlaba le imnyama, emnyama ihlabe

le imhlophe, le imhlophe ityhoboze iphume ebuhlanti.

' Le ibomvu ngumlilo, le imhlophe lubisi le imnyama yimbiza.

Umlilo utshisa imbiza, imbiza itshise ubisi, ubisi

luphuphumele phantsi.

i have beasts of -mine, they are three, one is red, one

is white and the other is black. ‘The red beast hits
the black beast and the black one hits the white one,'and
it in turn pushes out of the kraal. '

The red beast is fire.

The white beast is milk.

The black beast is the pot.

The fire burns the pot which burns the milk inside and
the milk boils and pours out of the pot.

7. Riddles referring to the customs of the People

The customs of the Xhosa feature in the revelation of their
rules of etiquette and standards of values. The following
example- expresses respect of a chief.

1. Cwaka tu amadodal
Kuxa kusuz’inkosi.

- Absolute silencevamong the men.
Tt is when the chief has passed wind.

In Xhosa the seriousness of a girl's loss of virginity or her
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pregnanéy is viewed as expresséd_in the following riddle :

2. Ndinamipu yam mihle, mibini, kuthi kwakuphuka omnye kulilwe
ngumzi.

Ngamabele.

I have guns of mine, they are beautlful there are two of
them. When one breaks the family mourns.

Tt is the breasts of a young girl.

3. Ndinanto'yam imdaka inokufa kodwa.izityebi~ziyayigcina'
ziyilondoloze, amahlwempu wona ayayilahla.
Ngumkhunyu, izityebi ziyawugcina emalaphlnl, amahlwempu
awvulahla ezindleleni.

I have a thing of mine, it is dirty. It is a disease -
carrier but the rich keep it and preserve it, the poor
throw it away. '

It is nasal mucus which the rich preserve in cloths, but
the poor throw away on the roads.

It is not difficult to Understand why there are riddles which
- depict archaic customs because Xhosa life touches both ends of
the pyramid, with a tribal primitive base and a western prb;

gre331ve apex.

8. Riddles referring to geographlcal objects

Geographical references, particularly those relating to local

topography are quite a feature of riddles.

(i) Ndinamithombo yam, mininzi kodwa iliso layo linye.
Yimigolomba yaseSpantowu. '

I have .fountains of mine,. they are many but they have
a fountain head. .

It is the cave at SpandouskoP (a system of subterranean
passages). ”

(ii) Ndinaskepe sam simi echwebeni.

NguSpantowu xa evela ngase Aberdeen.

I have a ship of mine, it is standing in the dock.
It is Spandouskop, when you approach from Aberdeen.
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There are riddles in which the place name which occurs in

the riddle, varies from village to village, for example:

(iii) ‘Ndinamntu wam uthi elapha eRhafu abone izinto ezenzeka
eBayi. vintliziyo.
I have a person of mine, while he is here in Graaf Reinet
‘he sees things which happen in Port Elizabeth.
It is the heart. | '

(iv) Ndinamntu wam uyakwazi ukufika eKapa engakhange akhwele
loliwe. Yintliziyo.

I have a person of mine, he is able to get to Cape Town
without having boarded a train.
It is a heart.

Other examples of geographical references are:

(v) ~Ndinankamo yam itshon’apha eNqweba ityebile, isele
amanz’apho ibuye ibhityile.

Yisepha.

I have a bullock of mine, it disappears over here towards

the Sundays River being fat; it drinks water>there and
returns being lean.

(vi) Ndinanto yam isuka eMonti iye eBhayi ingakhange ishukume.
vindlela.

I have a thing of mine, it leaves East London and goes to
Port Elizabeth without having moved.
It is the road.

9, Riddles referring to wizards, witches and departed spirits

In many African languages such riddles are common but there is
very little of this in Xhosa. The departed spirits are being
referred to in the problem and not in the answer, |

(i) Ndinasithunzela sami simi endle, kusina kungani.
Yibhakani.

I have an "isithunzela" of mine, it stands in the veld,
come rain come fine weather.
It is a beacon.
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‘(ii) Ndinamshologu wam uyakwazi ukukukeléla. xa uza kufa
+ kodwa ungakunyangi. '

Yi~-Thermometer,

I have an umshologu of mine, it can tell you when yoﬁ
are about to die but it does not cure you.
It is a thermometer,

From the above study it is clear that riddles touch every

aspect of the people's life. They cover the community and
its customs. - In Southern Sotho S M Guma (1967, p. 54)
writes:

They mirror the activities,
its material culture as well

as its abstract ideas.
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CHAPTER IV

THE - VALUE OF RIDDLES

There is a general agreemeﬁt among writers today that the.
riddle is primarily a source of entertainmént or amusement.
Among the Nyanja E Gray (1939, p. 251) writes i
The riddle is primarily a form of enter-
tainment and is found at home amongst primitive
peoples who have achieved a fairly high state
.0of culture.
Regarding the Zulué, S B Hadebe (1967, p. 36) is of the
kopinion that : |
The main and obvious function of riddles
is entertainment.

s M Guma (1967, p. 40) says 6f the Southern Sotho :

Their main value and function in community

is to provide entertainment especially to

children, \ ~
Cole-Beuchat (1957, p. 135) agrees with the above authors -and

states:
The main function of the riddle is an enter-
tainment and this is consciously recognized
whereas other functions of riddles are often
not recognized at all by the people. |

Riddles have different values for the community they serve.

Like all literature they have specific functions for the

people but the first and foremost is entertainment.

Among the Xhosas the riddle also serves as a source of enter-
tainment. One informant, Rev. W P T Ndibongo, said

Athat the riddles were a source of entertainment to both adults
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and children.  About adults he said :

- Ngexesha lethu amadoda ayebuzana la maghina
ezimbuthweni konwatyiwe kusukwa izikhumba
zenyamazana kungekho nto iyenye. Maxa wambi.
yayibayincoko yamadoda enkundleni komkhulu
ngokusuka indoda ithi kwenye :

During our time men used to ask one another
riddles in gatherings when enjoying themselves,
dressing hides'of animals. Sometimes it used
to be a conversation amongst men at the great
place. One man says to another :

Ye, sijaju mfondini akuzazi iintaka. Ath’
uSijaju, ndiyazazi iintaka Dasoyi.

Dasoyi : Kuba usazi ntakani?

“8ijaju : Ndazi inxanxadi.

Dasoyi : Ukuthini kwalo?

Sijaju : Ukuba lingumxhoml

Dasoyi : Kuba?

Sijaju : Kaloku libulala 11ntaka ezincinane
: lizixhome emeveni.

Dasoyi : Ndithe Sijaju mfondini akuzaz 11ntaka.

Sijaju : Hayi Dasoyl‘mfondlnl ndiyazazi iintaka.
Dasoyi : Kuba usazi ntakani?
Sijaju : Ndiyayazi ingxangxosi.

- Dasoyi : Ukuthini kwayo?
Sijaju : Xuba inguNobhala.
Dasoyi : Kuba?

Sijaju : Awuyiboni na soloko yafak’ usiba
endlebeni ibala inani le nyoka ezibuleleyo,

Sijaju : You don't know the birds.

' sijaju says "I know the birds Dasoyl"
Dasoyi : What bird do you know?

sijaju : I know a butcherbird.

Dasoyi : What about him?

Sajaju : That he is a hanging blrd.

Dasoyi : Why so?

sijaju : Because it kills the small birds and 1mpales
‘ .them on thorn bushes.
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Dasoyi : I said Sijaju, you don't know the birds.
Sijaju : No Dasoyi I do know the birds.
‘Dasoyi : What bird do you know?

- 8ijaju : I know the Secretary bird.

" Dasoyi : What about him?

Sijaju : That he is a clerk.

Dasoyi : Why so?

Sijaju : Can't you see that he always has a pen behind
his ear counting the number of snakes he has
kllled.

This form of entertainment gives plenty of scope for wit. and

~

numour. A C Jordan . (1973, p. 32) says :

But here the freshness of idea, wit and.
humour count more than just the number of
birds named. | |

About children he says :

Abantwana bona babezuna amaghina ngeli xa
bavuthiswa iimbiza zesidlo sangokuhlwa.
Babelibazisa ixesha ngoku kungeko phulwa.
Amakhwenkwe ayengenelela kulo mdlalo xa
agqiba ukuvalela,

Children used to ask one another riddles while
they were waiting for the evening meal to be
ready. 'Boys joined in this game after closing
the cattle up in the kraal.

you'll hear one saying : "Qashi-qashi ndinanto yam, ijinga
phezu kwesiziba".

I have a thing of mine, it dangles
over the pool.

Any member of the group gives the answer :
Sisivingco seselwa.

It is_the 1id of a calabash.

I agree with the above informant that riddles are for enter-

tainment. The laughter one hears during this game is proof
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' of this. One can listen to the argument over the correct-

ness of the answer and one would enjoy the type of argument.

Some writers believe that riddles derive their educational
value from the fact that they have a cultural content.  Cole-
Beuchat (1957, p. 33) maintains that:

Riddles are part of the culture of the peo?le

and are therefore surrounded by taboos.
Riddles often form the child's introduction to names of
animals and plants, parts of the body, Writihg materials, eating
utensils, natural phenomena, etc. They also teach the young
about the environment because in order to answer correctly.they

have to know the objects around them. But this education

provided by the riddle in the form of the transmission of

culture from one generation to another is not the conscidéus

aim of the participants. It is merely incidental.

The riddle has also an educational value since it requires the
exercise of intellectual skill in its framing and answering.

When one comes across any object mentioned in the riddle one's -

first reaction is to verify the accuracy with which it is

described in the problem of the riddle. For instance, here
is an example :

Ndamithi yam ilishumi elinambini. Emthini
Ngamnye'kukho iindlwane ezine, endlwaneni
nganye kukho amaganda asixhenxe.

Ngunyaka unenyanga ezilishumi elinambini,
enyangeni nganye kukho iiveki ezine, kwiveki
nganye kukho iintsuku ezisixhenxe.

I have trees of mine, they are twelve, in each
tree there. are four nests, in each nest there
are seven eggs. '
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Here is'accuracy'in,the.abovefriddle.: ~

'112 trees "jd:y' = R e %} 12 months 3
4 nests in each tree S ,fu \L 4 weeks in each month.-
| 7 eggs in each nest - o > 7 daYS 1n each week o

vJ Blacklng (1961, p. 7) wrltes :

By belng competltlve rlddles serve as an, |
exerc1se of 1ntellectual Sklll.

By hldlng the characterlstlcs of an obJect the m1nd is taught
,i;to look for the rlght answer, whlch is. hldden and in that wvay - ;
‘fethe 1ntellect is sharpened.:3 : o 7
‘t“But even thls tralnlng in loglcal reasonlng 1s not the prlmary:a

.purpose of the rlddle because an 1nd1v1dual solves the problemhr‘

*;once when he hears 1t for the flrst tlme, and after that he ff

- relles on the memory for the answer. y_ -Therefore rlddles test

one's memory because most of the answers to the rlddles cannot -

'v;be 1earned by heart in order to be known. ,'

i

Some of the problem rlddles are ‘more valuable than the 31mp1e N
or 1ong rlddles. ”‘ If one poses a 51mp1e rlddle it is easy |
’Vfor one to guess the answer.v‘ ' Wlth problem riddles the

case is dlfferent..“‘ One has to thlnk hard before attemptlng
}:to solvefthe~Problem.‘ffv Therefore they serve to stlmulate ‘f
the 1ntellect of the young =0 that as they grow up they have a -

‘sharp 1ntellect.,

7.~‘fAnong the Venda J Blacklng (1961, P 1) says :

E Knowledge of rlddles helps a Venda child to
establish his identity as an 1nd1v1dual and
‘as a member of a Junlor social group.

_Rlddles play a part 1n the mouldlng of the Chlld'S 1anguage.
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In this game, the child begins to know a rich and beautiful
language. The environment is interpreted for the young and
presented in a beautiful phraseology, for example :

1. Ndinabantu bam bangumtya nethunga ebusuku.

Ngumntu nesithunzi sakhe. '

I have people of mine, they are rope and the m11k pall
(i.e. they are close friends) at night.

It is a person and his shadow.

N
..

Ndinasiziba sam asisoze sitshe de itshoba lilal’umbethe.
Ngumlomo namathe akuwo. | |

I have a pool of mine, it will not dry until the tail-
brush is covered with dew, i.e. until death strikes.

it is the mouth and saliva in it.

In the above examples we notice the use of the beautiful ex-

pressions "umtya nethunga" and "itshoba lilal umbethe."

The Xhosas use the riddle at times as a kind of ukughula (jes-
ting of mocking) . . For instance, if a man's wife has lgft

him and he remains alone at home, one who.wishes to impart the’
information to others in the presence of the man affected may

say: ‘ .
vQashi-qashi ndinanto yam igungquza emhadini,."

Guess-Guess I have a thing of mine, it moves about in -

a cave. | '
Those with him will realise that this riddle comlng as it does'
out of the blue will not requlre the conventlonal answer ex-
pected. So when the man tells them "NguNyawuza (1t 1s
Nyawuza) they will immediately see the implidation that Nyawuza
is finding his house too big for pim. This riddle is also
used to poke fun at someone whose clothes are too big for him.
"This ié particularly so if it is his hat orvhis shoes which are

| too big.
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S B Hadebe says that riddles help to unlte the members of
the family to understand each other S 1nte111gence. The
time of riddling gives entertainment to the members of the

. family, and Simultaneously exercises the intelligence.

Riddles are also instructive because some mention geographical
names or contain references to historical events, for example :

1. Ndinabafo bam bayaxhentsa, banamfo uxhentsa ngentloko.
LiGgili kuba liya e Ntshonalanga ibe yonke eminye isiya
eMpumalanga. '

I have fellows .of mine, they are danc1ng, they have a
a fellow who dances on his head.

It is the Orange River because it flows to the West while
all the other rivers flow to the East.

5. Ndinasikepe sam simi echwebeni.
I have a ship of mine, it is standing at the dogks.
NguSpantowu xa avela hgaseAberdeeh.

It is Spandous_kop when one approaches from Aberdeen.

Moloto (1973,'§. 54) combines almost all the functions of

riddles briefly and concisely when he writes :

Riddles repreéent the apprehension of daily -
experience in its simple, complex, didactic,
aesthetic, earnest and humorous subtleties.
Being aesthetic they constltute art, very
often the art of poetry. Being complex and
didactic.they are witticisms. Being humourous
and often simple they provide a valuable pastime
for young and old. Being a pastime they are a
social institution and therefore a cultural
 creation. '
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SYMBOL ISM
In studying Xhosa riddles I discovered that there are some
objects which symbolise one type of thing in certain riddles.

Here are the examples :

1. HORSE AND I- A TAIL
| <
A NEEDLE AND A THREAD
2. ~ HORSE ————-—- > SOAP
3. FIELD AFD CORN
» . \/ ’
SKY AND STARS
4. - PRIESTS  ———=———>> 'BIRDS
5. BEAST ~ AND KRAAL
TONGUE AND TEETH
6. ' HOUSE ~————->  WATERMELON
7. . PARENT-CHILD RELATIONSHIP

1. HOUSE AND A TAIL
A NEEDLE AND A THREAD

The horse 1is the‘only'animal"that has been used'in most riddles
to symboiise one_object. The féliowing are found :
(1) Ndinahashe lam alinakuphala lingenamsila.
Yinaliti, ayinakuthunga ingenamsonto.
I have a horse of mine, it cannot gallop without a tail.
I+ is a needle; it cannot sew without a thread.
Here, the horse symbolises'the needle and its tail a thread.
Galloplng symbolises sewing. The’movement of the horse can
be related to the up and down movement of the needle on a piece

- 0£ cloth. The marks left by the horse on the ground when it
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gallops symbolise the stitches made by the needle on the cloth. .
The hand also, morerr less bestrides the needle as the rider

bestrides the horse. -

In the second example, sewing is symbolised by runningkmiles
‘upon miles , when the tail of this particular horse dgets
finished this horse fails to gallop juét'like the needle which
fails to sew if it is without a thread. .
2. Ndinahashe lam libaleka iimayile ngeemayile kodwa

wakuphela um511a walo liyema.

I have a horse of mine, it runs miles upon miles but when

its tail gets finished it stands.
3. Ngehashe lam lingwevu limana litshona livela.

" Yinaliti kamashini xa uthungayo.

With a horse of mine, it is grey, it continually dis-

appears and appearsSe. ‘ .

It is a needle in a sewing machlne when you are sew1ng.
The grey colour of the horse symbolises the silver chour of
‘the needle. .~ The continual appearance and'disappearance of
the horse symbolises the up and down movement of the machine
needle when sewing. The sound which one hears when the horse
gallops can be related to the sound made by the machine when
one sews.

‘Gompare the following Zulu riddle :

4, Ngahashi lam lihamba linomsila, lidle be libuya usuphelile.

By my horse whiéh goes with a tail and eats and comes back
with the tail finished.

Eating heré, symbolises sewing.

In the above,examples; different verbs which refer to sewing

- have been used.
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N GALLOPING
SEW o
> | RUNNING MILES UPON MILES|
CONTINUALLY APPEARING AND
—> | DISAPPEARING
EAT ING
2.  HORSE . > SOAP

1. Ndinahashe lam lithi lakuphala lixhaphe amagwebu.

I have a horse of mine; when it gallops it foams.

Galloping in this particular case symbolises washing. When

the horse gallops it perspires just like the soap that foaﬁs

when one washes with it.

o, Ndinahashe lam lityebile kodwa lithi ukuba ndilikhwele
libhitye. ‘
I have a horse of mine,'it is fat, but when I_havebridden'
it, it becomes lean.

Washing herevis Symbolised by riding. ~We all know that a

piece of soap decreases in size when one washes with it.

3. Ndinahashe lam liqubha liqubhe emanzini liphume libhityile.

I have a horse of mine, it swims and swims in water and
comes out lean. '

If you leave a piece of soap in water, it becomes lean wvhether

you wash with it or not. Washing is symbolised by the

following verbs :

GALLOP

\
>
N RIDE

WASH

SWIM
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 FIELD AND - CORN ‘ :} SKY AND STARS

Ndinantsimi yam iluhlaza kuphel’iliso ingapheianga yona.

I have a field of mine, it is green; the eye getS'finished‘

vw1thout it having got flnlshed (1 e, the eye cannot take

it all 1n)

' Ndinantsimi yam ilinywa amazimba adwa, ukhozo 1omboha lunye.,

Intsimi 3131bhakabhaka amazimba 211nkwenkwe21, ukho&o
lombona ylnyanga.

I have a field of mine, it is big, it is planted corn‘only,
there is only one maize grain. '

The field is the sky,'the'corn is the stars and the maiZe grain

is' the moon.

3.

Ndinantsimi yam ichuma ngobusuku inethanga elinye.
Intsimi sisibhakabhaka, ithanga yinyanga.

I have a field of mine, it flourishes by night and has

' .one‘pumpkin.

The field is the sky, the pumpkin”is the moon.

Compare this With”the follOwing Sotho riddles :

4,

Mpoléllé ¢ ka anexa e e molalatsatsé lapeng yva re ke

tsoxa ka seka ka o fithléla.

Tell me, I spread out sprouted corn in my yard,when I

woke up I could not find it.
Ke naledi. |

It is the stars.

Mpoléllé: ‘thsimo e nthso e mab&lé masweu.
Tell me,‘aigarden‘with‘White cdrn..

Ke lexodimo le dinaledi.

It is the sky and‘thefstars.

'~ In.the examples above, the field symbolises the sky,' It is
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related to the field because the sky is wide. - In Example

4. and 5. Schapera refers:to'the sky as a "yard" and "garden"

- respectively. These words also symbolise the wideneSs of

the sky.  Since the stars are small in size but numeroue,"

corn_is the Suitable crop with. which they can be associated.

4. PRIESTS =~ —- > BIRDS

,1" Ndinamfundisi wam waseWe51le.

Lihlungulu. -

I have a prlest of mine of the Wesleyan Church.
It is the whlte necked raven.

2. Ndinamfundisi wam waseTshetshi.

Llhlungulu.

I have a prlest of mine of the Angllcan Church.
It is the white necked raven.

3. Ndinamfundisi wam waseRhabe.

Yingwamza.
I have a priest'ofvmine of the Presbyterian Church;
It is,the‘stork.

The reason why birds'are referred to as ministers of religion.

is because of thelr black bodies and white necks. The gom-
blnatlon of colour looks similar to the collar of a prlest.
To prove this as true we have the whlte necked raven which is

referred to as the priest of both Ahglican and Methodist

Churches.
5.  BEAST . AND . KRAAL
| TONGUE AND . TEETH

1. 131baya sam sakhlwe ngamatye amhlophe 31nenkomo enye-
enkulu ebomvu.

My kraal is made ﬁp of white stones with only one big
red beast inside.
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2. Ngenkomo yam ebomvu ehlala ésibayeni esimhlophe.
| With my red beast which stays in a‘white.kréal%

Compare the following Sotho riddles :

3. Mpol&llé :  kxomo tse thswaana tsee di pdd khunou.

Ke 1e1eme le meno.

v Tell me: the whlte cows with a red: bull.
It is the tongue and the teeth.

4. Mpoléllé : P&B e khunou ee phadisang tse dingwe ka xa

bdpa.
Ke leleme.

Tell me: the red bull which surpasses the others in.
bellowing.

In the above riddles the tongue is referred to as a red beast

‘or bull and,téeth'as a kraal. In examples 1. and 2. the

" teeth are referred to as the kraal because they protect thé

tongue. It is only in Example 3. that teeth are related

to white cows, and it is because the teeth are very small in

'size;asﬁcomparedvto the tongue.

In Example 2. the tongue 1is referred to as "a red bull that

surpasses others in bellowing" because it plays a very impor-

tant rolelin speech production. Therefore it is dominant

over the teeth.

6. HOUSE - - >y WATERMELON

i. Ndinandluw yam iluhlaza inerhaladiya ezipinki nabantu .
abamnyama ngaphakathl.

I have a house of mine, it is green, 1t has plnk curtains

~ and black people inside.

2. Ndinendlu eluhlaza udonga 1wayovlumhlophe ngaphakathi
ihleli inenekazi elipinki nabantwana balo abaninzi: abamdaka.
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2, continued :- . ‘ , _
I have a house of miné, it is green, its wall is white
inside, there stays in it a pink lady w1th ‘her brown

chlldren.
GREEN HOUSE —> OUTER COVERING OF
» WATERMELON
PINK CURTAIN \ | INNER LAYER
OR PINK LADY s FOOD
BLACK PEOPLE OR ~ SEEDS
BROWN CHILDREN ; :> |

The outer covering of the watermelon is referred to as the
house because it is hard and stfong, just like the walls df‘a‘
house. | It also protects the .contents of this plant.  The
pink lady or pink curtains symbolise the actual food inside the
watermelon, The black people and brown children inside |

symbolise the inner seeds.

7. PARENT — CHILD RELATIONSHIP

- There are féw examples of Xhosa riddles which portray the parent-

child relationship.b The following were found :

i. 'Ndlnam£a21 wam. ubeleke usana olune ntshebe.

I have a woman of mine who carries a bearded baby on her
back.. . '
It is the maize stalk, and maize cob covered w1th female
fllaments.

In the above example, the mother symbolises the maize stalk.
It is a mofher's duty to carry a baby on her back. - The child
carried on a mother's back symbolises the maize cob which is

attached to the maize stalk.



110 -

SymbOIS-in this riddle cannot be changed because the child
cannot,éarry the mother, just as the maize cob cannot carry the
maize stalk. But, thére.is something peculiar about‘this
child - it is bearded. The beard in this pafticular case
symbolises female filaments which cover the maize ¢ob.‘ -
One may ask the,followihg question : Why,does'fhe riddle
refér to a méther rather than to a father? The answer is :

The child is brought forth by a mother and there can be no

‘child without a mother. ~ The maize cob is also brought forth

by the maize stalk. It cannot exist without a maize stalk
and it must be attached to it until it is ripe.

Although the shawl is not mentioned in this riddle, we can say

that it symbolises the dry leaves which cover the maizé cob.

The shawl protects the child against cold and the drY'leaves

protect the cob against insects, birds, wind, etc.

" What I have explainéd in the above paragraphs can be presentedf

in a diagram as follows :

MOTHER } ' MAIZE STALK

o . gl .

° brings forth : 9l brings forth ,

p| -carries on ‘ A> 4 carries until -

®1  ner back | ~| Tripe

ol - | ' 3]

CHILD — MAIZE COB -

Shawl (not mentioned) | Dry leaves (unmen-

(for protection) , tioned) (for protec<
, tion)

SURPRISE

CHIID'S BEARD —~——-—- FEMALE FILAMENTS
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2,  Ndinabantu bam:
Indoda iyangxola
Umfazi uyahleka
Abantwana bayalila.
I have people of mine :
The man blusters in speaklng
The woman laughs
The children CTY.

Man's blustering symbolises thunder.
women's laughter symbolises lightning.
:Children's crying'symbOlises‘rain;
The symbols here cannot be changed, because man s bluster
portrays his authorlty over his household. For- 1nstance, 1f
we say. The'children bluster in'speaking; the»woman laughs,
and the father crles, a real life 31tuat10n w1ll not be por-
trayed where the father 1s respected by his w1fe and feared by
his children. Motshologane (1974, pP. 22) says:
In this set up the father was the undis—
puted head of the family and household and
was respected and feared by nis children.
He occupied a p031t10n of unquestionable
authority in his family and was. the upholder
of discipline both in respect of his wife and
children. '

If the order may be reversed in this rlddle, an actual life

situation will not be portrayed. - In real 1ife the hlerarchy

is as follows :

Father

Mother
-l
child

The voice of the father here symbolises the-noise made by
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thunder. Lightning is symbolised by teeth (especially

colour) because one's teeth show when one 1aughé. The tears

 which come out of children's eyes symbolise rain water.

Crying is accompanied by sound or noise and that noise sym--

bolises the sound of the rain when falling on the ground.

3. Ndinabantu bam:
umama uyabasa
utata uyalayita
umntwana gyachama

I have peoplé of mine:

The mother makes fire

The Ffather kindles it, and
the child urinates.

-It‘is“thunder; lightning and rain.

In real life the making of Ffire is a duty assigned to women.

. Generally fathers do not inVOlve themselves in fire making.

They are concerned with ploughing and cultivating their_fieids.

But, in this riddle, the father assists the wife in fire making.

'His help establishes the bond of relationship between father

~and mother. If the duties can be exchanged, say :

the father makes fire and
~ the mother kindles it

we would be éurprised and like to know why the father performs
such duties in his riddle. R Although,he‘partakes in fire
making here, we do not query it because he performs. a minor duty.

He gives his wife help -. a symbol of love.

The making of fire symbolises thunder. The sound one hears
when one arranges wood on the fire place is compared to the
sound made by thunder. Kindling’of the fire éymbolises

lightning and urine is related to rain water.
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:The reason why’mother,hfathervand child are used as»symbols =

1n thls rlddle is that they are closely related, Just llke

thunder, llghtnlng.and rain, - ' nghtnlng and thunder actually i

brlng forth raln, even if only a few drops.  The Chlld 1s
brought forth.by the relatlonshlp between the father»and>
mother. The‘Only differencevthen.is that'therercan;betrain_-t
without thunder‘and»light'ning.v~ N | | Ll
4. Umntwana‘osileyo ucinezela unina;r~

A naughty Chlld presses its mother down.

It 1s the grlndstones (the upper and 1ower when” one grlnds)

The child symbolises the-upper grindstone-and the mother sym-

: bollses the lower grlndstone. - We can say that here symbo—v

~lism is based on size. The lower grlndstone is referred to

as a mother because'it‘is'blg and the upper grlndstone "im—

bokothwe" is very small as compared to the lower and it 1s re—,‘w

ferred to, therefore, as a_chlld.. One reason may be that 51nce SR

the upper grindstone’rests on the lower, it reminds us of a

baby carried on a‘mother‘s°back.

The Chlld and the mother are both human belngs just as ther

grlndstones are of the same class of thlngs. They are made
of the same substance. , ' One questlon may arise: Why is
the grlndstone assoc1ated with the mother? The answer is that

fgrlndlng is 'a duty to be performed by women .

The last reason for these grlndstones being referred to as‘
mother and child is that they are always together, and nelther»
can function in the absence of the other. The child also is

always close to the mother and it 1s very dlfflcult to separate'

the two.
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5. Ngonyana wam waluphala kunye noyise.
With myvson,,he'ages:tbgether with his father. . .
zindevu nenwele zentloko.

It is the beard and the hair of the head.

In this riddle the son symboliéés the beard and the father the

hair of the head. - Why do we refer to the beard as son and
not vice versa? . Firstly, if we consider the size of the

beard-We f£ind that it is smaller than the hair of the head.

‘Secondly, the beard comes out at a later stage than ordinary

hair does.  The second éuestion may be: What does it mean
by "aging together"? . It refers, of course, to the fact that
when a man is old and the hairs of the head become grey,'so

does the beard turn grey.

The father and son have,beeh used as symbois'rather.than mother

and daughter because the beard belongs to men. The beard and

“the hair of the head are made of the same substance, just like

father and sdnYWho are both human beings.

HUMOUR 1IN XHOSA  RIDDLES

In studying Xhosa riddles I discovered that there are riddles

which are fqll of ﬁgmdur, F Z Lucas‘(l951, P. 151) defines

‘humour as f£ollows :

By humour we seem generally to mean no more
than a gift for seeing comic'in situations or
- persons, éven when it is not obvious or masked
by inhibiting causes particularly in those situ- -
ations where it is hardest to see comedy.

This only means that humour:is what you make out of a situation.

What causes one to laugh may not be laughable to another person.
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For instance, I organised‘a group of school children and

askedfthem to dictate to me those riddles which they regarded

as humorous but they differed in their opinionS'with some

similarities in certain cases. - After considering the in-

formation given to me by these children I discovered that‘

numour in Xhosa riddles can be achieved in'thevféllowing ways:

1.

2.

‘3.

4.

l., N

1.

Queerness of action or unusual things

Stupid or foolish action

, Observatlon of the obvious -

Sudden transformatlon of stralned expectatlon into nothlng.

Queerness of action or unusual things

' Here are the examples :

Ndinabafo bam emini balele ngokuhlwa bavukile.

- Yimivalo.

I have fellows of'mine,’they sleep during the day and?
wake up at night. o

- It i1s the crossbars of the cattlefold.

Humour in this partlcular case is not obvious. It consists

of an unusual act;on. It is strange for men to‘sleep during

the day and Wake up at night.

2.

Ndinasana lwam luyingxaki luthand’ iinkobe ludel’ubisi.
Lixhego xa lithanda intombazana.

‘I have an infant of mine, he is a problem, he likes

whole cooked mealies and refuses milk.
It is an old man loving a young girl.

The actions of the infant in the-above example.are.fea11y~queer.

‘It is unusual for an infant to refuse milk and demand whole

cooked mealies.

3.

Ndinamntu wam unamehlo makhulu kunabanYe abantu‘kodwa
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akaboni ubonelwa ngomnye umntu.

Sisithuthi. - )

I have a person of mine, he has bigger eyes than other
people but he does not see, somebody else sees for him.
It is a vehicle. ’ R |

2, Stupid or Ffoolish action

“In the Encyclopaedia Britannica humour is defined as "anything

that makes us laugh". About laughter J J Eneck (1960, p.16)'

writes :
Man is thé only animal that laughs and weeps
~ for he is the only animal that is struck with

‘the difference between what things are or what
they ought to be. -

" For instance, we have this riddle :

1. Ndinamntu wam ulahla izikhali alwe-ngesisu.

Sisigu.
I have a person of mine - who throws away weapons and

flghts with the stomach
It is a trap.

_ Other examples are :

2. Ndinandoda yam incinci ngomzimba kodwa iyoyikwa ithi ukuba

' .1su21le wonke umntu abaleke.
I have a man of mine, he is slight of build but he is feared,
When he passes wind everybody runs away.
It is a musk cat.

The-foolish‘action in this example is éxpressedbin the’followingb

statement :
When he passes wind everybody runs away

The victims here appear to be véry stupid when they fun awvay
Erbm somebody who has passed wind. They prove to be more
stupid when we cdnsider the build of this man "mncinci ngom-

zimba" who causes a crowd of people to run.
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Ndinanntu wam akafuni ukucoceka uthahda ubumdaka.

-Yihagu

I have a person of mine, he does not want to be neat, he
loves dirt. |

It is the pig.

Observation of the  -obvious

Here are the examples :

1.

Ndinamfo wam uhempundu eZimnyama‘uthi akutsiba iindonga

zivaleke.

Yinaliti enomsonto omnyama.

I have a young man of mine, he has black buttocks, when
he Jumps over the dongas they close up.

It is the needle'with a’black thread.

- 0of course buttocks are always the darkest part of the body.

There is some exaggeratlon in thls riddle because it 1is really

1mp0551b1e for the dongas to close up wvhen a man Jumps over

them. J J Eneck (1960,“p. 48) saysi

Forlexaggerationﬁtg be comic it must not appear
as an aim but rather as a means that the artist -
is u31ng to make manlfest in our eyes the dis-

~ tortions which he sees in embryo. |

Other examples are:

2.

Ndlnantaba Zam 21mb1n1, phakath1 kwazo kuyaduduma.
Zimpundu xa usuzZa.

_I have mountalns of mlne, they are two, 1t thunders in

between them,
It is the buttocks when one passes w1nd.

What causes us to laugh'first is the factAthatvbuttocks are‘ree

lated to mountains.. Secondiy, it is the passihg of wind which

is symbolised by thundering.
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3. Wasuz’unina wakhal’umntwana,
Ngumpui. e ’ SR

The mother. passed w1nd (and) the Chlld crled. :
It is a gun. ‘ ' :

~ The sound "suza" arouses humour and 1t is compared to the ‘
. sound made by thevgun when it is trlggered.

4. Ndinabafa bam'bakhulu;futhi omnyel"SukundiShiya".

I have fellows of mlne, they are blg, one says, Do notfc
leave me behlnd" ' - :

Zlmpundu ngakumbl xa uhamba.l
It is the buttocks espec1ally when one walks.

. The movements of the body are laughable 1n the above rlddle.

4. sudden transtrmation; of .strained'nexpectationvfinto,f‘
 nothing | 'ia, ' - o
;:'JbJ ‘Eheck’ (1960, P. 16) agaln wrltes
| We laugh ‘at what dlsapp01nts our expectatlons -;;—;-+-
" For eXample-:
1;.deinankosi‘yamfndakucela;isonka4ifaka isandla ingandiniki
. nto. : ‘ EEEE R -
‘7Lufudo.,

bI have a chlef of mlne, when I ask for bread he pockets it

‘hlmself and gives me nothlng.
»It is the tort01se." o

d‘2,"Nd1namntu wam unobubele, uyathandwa kakhulu ngabantu, kodwa
“ uth1 akumwola umntu amenzakallse ambulale.
'Ngumlllo. '

I have a person of mlne, he is klnd ‘he is- greatly 1oved
vby people but when he embraces .a person he 1n3ures h1m and

- may even kill him. o ' '
It is firegit:
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CHAPTER V

CLASSIFICATION OF XHOSA RIDDLES

There are different ways of classifying the contents of

riddles. l Doke (1947, Pe 111) says that riddles may be
classified according to the alphabet. . But Taylor feels
that.it would be a cumbersome way. One would not know

whether to begin with the initial vowel or the vowel or con-—

sonant of the stem.

But Doke (1947, Pe 112) goes'further and says that another
‘method of classifying contents of riddles is according to the

fsubJect or 31tuation dealt w1th because it is easy to cla331fy

the contents according to the subJect we are dealing With.

' In this study the contents of the Xhosa riddles will be di-

vided in this manner :

A.  Human life:
B. Animal*world.‘
cC. _Vegetable‘worldx
. D. - Natural phenomena v | .
‘E, ~ Utensils and domestic life which is further snbdivided
into | |

(i) Needles, knives, spoons, cooking materials,
cnpboards, brooms, tables, etc.
’(ii)-'Toilet and sleeping materials
(iii) Farming and hinting implements
":(iv) Writing and reading_materials
:kV)  Telegraphic and electrical appliances, lamps and.
matches . | |

(vi) - Clothes, ornaments and footwear
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(vii) Musical 1nstruments

(v111) Food and drinks, pipes and tobacco

F. Modern 1nstruments and means of communal transport
G. Locative ideas

Hs  Time watches and clocks

A. HUMAN LIFE

Under thls heading will be found riddles deallng w1th human

- persons and different parts of the body.

1. Human 1ife

1. Ndinamntu wam undim.
Ngumfanekiso wam.
I have a person of mine; He is I.
It is my picture. - '

2. Ndinamntu wam uzidla ngobuxoki.
Liggirha elivumisayo. ‘

1 have a person of mine; he prides himself on being a
‘liar. - o
It is a d1v1ner (w1tchdoctor)

3. Ndinamntu wam uye athethe, athi nguzipege kanti akamaZ1.
ngqlrha ellvumlsayo.

I have a person oOf mlne, he is wont to speak and say a
person is this and that and yet he does not know him.
It is a witchdoctor When he divines.

4. Ngumntakamama, ngumntakatata kodwa akangoBhuti wam
akangoSisi wam, akanto kum kodwa ngumntakaMa notata.
Ndlm. _

It is my mother's child, it is my father's child but it 1is
not my brother, it is not my sister, it is no relation of
mine, but it is my. mother s child and my father's.
It is I. '

5 _Ndinabantu bam bangumtya nethunga_ebusuku.
'Ngumntu’nesithunzi'sakhe. v ' |
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I have people of mine, they are rope and the milk pail
(i.e. they are very close friends at nlght)
It is a person and his shadow. .

’ Ndlnasana 1wam luylngxakl luthand 11nkobe ludel ubisi.

lehego lithanda intombazana.

I have an infant of mine; he is a problem, he likes whole
cooked mealies and refuses milk. ' '
It is an old man loving a young girl.

Ndinamntu wam kusasa uhamba ngeenyawo ezine, emini uhamba
ngezimbini ngokuhlwa ahambe ngezintathu.

‘Ngumntu xa alusana ekhasa, xa akhulileyo naxa alupheleyo

esimelela.

I have a person of mine; in the morning he walks on four

_legs, during the day he ‘walks on two, in the evening he :

walks on three.
It is a person when he is an 1nfant crawllng, when he is
grown up and when he is old leaning on a staff.

Ndlnamntu wam uhamba. ngemllenze emlthathu kodwa uyaphefumla
kwaye uyathetha.

-lehego e11khokhobayo.

I have a. person of mlne, he walks on three legs yet he

breathes and talks.

It is an old man»leaning on a staff.

Ndlnamntu wam unemllenze emithathu xa ehamba kodwa Xa -
ehle11 m1b1n1.

lehegwazana ellslmelelayo.

I have a person of mine, he has three legs when he walks

but when seated he has two.

It is an old woman leaning.

Ndinanto yam ithi kusasa 1hlale phantsi emini iyavuka
1hamba ngemilenze emine emva kwemlnl ihambe ngemilenze

emithathu. Ize iphinde ihambe ngemilenze emibini
matshona. Ngorhatya ihambe ngemilenze emithathu futhi.
Iphinde ngokuhlwa ihlale phantsi. ~ Ebusuku iphelelwe.

I have'a thing of mine, in the morning it sits down, during

the day it wakes up and walks on four legs. At noon it
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2.

(a)

12,
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walks on three.  And again in the afternoon it walks

ion two. In the evening it walks on three again. It

sits down again and at night it is tired.

Ngumntu ngokuya akhulayo ukusuka ebuntwaneni de kuse ekufeni.

"It is a person as he grows upifrom infancy until he dies.

Ndinanto yvam ithi xa ilanga liphuma ihambe ngenyawo eziﬁe,
xa‘kusemini ihambe ngenyawo ezimbini, xa litshona ihambe
ngeﬁYawo ezintathu.v |

Ngumntwana xa egaqa, aphinde ahambe aze akhokhobe asimelele,

I have a thing of mlne, when the sun rises it walks on
four feet, during the day it walks on two and when the sun
sets 1t walks on three.

.vIt is the child when he crawls, and then walks and again -

leans when he is old.

‘Parts of the body

Head and hair

Ndinanto yam inamaphiko amabini kodwa ayibhabhi ngawo.

Yintloko.

I have a thing'of mine, it has two wings but it does not

'-fly with them.

13.

14.

15.

It is the head.

Ndlnagqudu lam llhlonywe phakathl kweentsika ezimbini,
Yintloko.

I have a knobkerrie of mine, it is stuck between two pbsts.
It is the head. A

Ndinahlathi lam lihlala lihlale ligawulwe.

Ziinwele, ‘ - '

”I‘have a forest of mine, sometimes it is chopped down.

It is the hair.

Ndinahlathi lam ndiligeca kushiyeke izikhondo.
ziinwele. ' o ’

"'I have a forest of mine, I -cut it down and leave

stumps only.
It is the hair.
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16. Ndinahlathi lam ndlyallgawula lihlume ngaphandle
kwemvula.
ziinwele.,

I have a forest of mine. I cut it down and it germinates
without rain. |
It is the hair.
17. -Ndinahlathi lam lishinyene yaye linezithunzela.
Ziinwele, '
I have a forest of mine, it is thick and it has ghasts
and spirits of departed persons. ‘ '
It is the hair. '
18. Ndinahlathi lam llmnyama kakhulu kuhlala amathodlana

~am amnyama.
‘Ziinwele.,

I have a forest of mine, it is very dark, there live in
it my small black calves.
It is hair.
19. Ndinanto yam izingcambu yonke.
Ziinwele.
I have a thing of mine, it is all roots.
It is hair. '
20, NdinamaWele am eme ekupheleni kwentaba enehlathi axhase

ihlathi ukuze lingawi.
Ziindlebe, intloko, neenwele.

I have tw1ns standlng on either side of the edge of a
mount ain forest, supportlng the forest in case it
" tumbles down. '

It is the ears, head and hair.

(b)e Face
(1) The Eyes

21. Ndlnamakhwenkwe am mabini andisondezela into isekude
' kufuneka ndiwalondoloze kuba axabiseke lmball.

I have little boys of mine, they-are two, they bring
nearer something which is still far away. I must keep -
them safe because they are precious.



o2,

23.

24.

,2'5-‘

26.

27 .
28.

29.

~ 30.

31.
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Ndinanto yam ifika endaweni ndihgekafiki.

I haVe a thing of mine, it arrives at a destination
before I do. I | |

Ndinamlambo wam uthi wakungena into uphuphume.

‘I have a river of mine, vhen something enters into it,

it overflows.

Ndinangqeqana zam zimbini ngamasela.

I have little_dogé of mine, they are thieves.

Ndihanto yam ithi ndilapha ibe iphaya.

I haVé,a thing ofbmine, When I am here, it is already
there. o B

Ndlnanto yam 1£1ka kuqala endaweni.

I have a thing of mine, it arrives flrst at a destlnatlon.

Ndlnamthombo wam uthl wakungena into ulile.

I have a fountaln of mlne, vhen something enters 1nto

'it, it cries.

Ndinanto yam:ithi yakusikwa kushiyeke umthombo.

I have a tHingVOf mine, when it is cut, there remains

a fountain.

Ndinamntu wam uthi akundwendwelwa alile.

I have a-person_of mine, he cries when he is visited.
Ndinadanyana lam lizele hgamanzi'ukuba.ngaba uthatha
ilitye ugibisele, amanzi achitheke ngaphandle kodwa
lishiyeke lisazele.

Ngamehlo xa uphandliwe.

I have a small dam of mine; it is full of water, if you
take a stone and throw it in the dam, water will overflow

‘but it will remain full.

It is the eye when entered by a small object.
Ndinabantu bam babini abashiyani ukuba baya endaweni.

I have péople ofimine, they are two, they don't leave
each other when going on an errand.
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33.

34.

35.

- 36

37.

38,

39.

40.

'Ndlnamadoda am ahamba omab1n1 kodwa 1nto e31manga

akakwazi kujongana xa ancokolayo.

1

I have men of mlne, they always walk together but what
surprises us is that they are unable to look at each

‘other when conversing.

Ndinazinto zam ziwela umlambo ndingekawuweli.

I have thingS‘of mine, they cross the river before I
cross 1it.

Ndinamntu wam ulisela.

I have a person of mine, he is a thief.

Ndlnamlambo wam uzaliswa ylnkungu kungananga mvula.

I have a river of mine, it is covered with mlst w1thout
any rain having fallen;.

It is the eyes caused to smart by smoke.

Ndinamahashe am mabini abaleka kakhulu. Ngomzuzu
abaleka umgama omde kakhulu. Ndithi ndisawajongile abe
eqabela-kudeQ

I’have,horees‘bf mine,;they are two, they are fast. 1In
a minute they,run a very long distance and while T am
looking at them they are already far away.

Ndinabantu bam babini bangamasela, bathunywa naphina,
babuye ngoku.

I have fellows»offmine, they are two, they are thieves,

they are sent anywhere and return now.

Ndinabantwana bam bab1n1 ndibathuma ngoku babuye ngoku.'

" I have ch;ldren of mine, they are two. I send them now

and they return now.

Ndinamntwana wam ulihili-hili uthi elapha abe-ephaya.

I heve'a child of'hine, hevis a vagabond; = it happens
that while he is here, he is there. | ' '
Ndinamgolomba wam zange wahlala bani uthi wakungena into
uphume umthombo. ' "

I have a cave of mine; nobody ever stayed there. When
something enters it a fountain arises.
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Ndinabafo bam babini bawela nokuba umlambo sowuzele
kangakanani. ' ‘

I have fellows of mine, they are two, they cross no

matter how full the river is.
Ndlnabantu bam bab1n1 abayifuni 1nto emdaka.

I have people of mine, they are two, they do not want
(i.e. they 1oathe) a dirty thing.

’Ndlnantombl yam inxibe umbhlnqo omhlophe, nebhatyl
-emnyama.

I have a girl of mine, she is wearing a white girdle'
and a black jacket. '
Ndinamthombo wam awuzange utshe amanzi awo akaselwa kodwa

athi akumpompozavneminye imithombo ithande ukuphuphuma..

I have a fountain of mine, it has never run dry. Its
water is not drunk but when it flows freely, the other
fountains too are tempted to overflow. '

Nose/nostrils

Imizi emlblnl 1me phezu komlambokaz1.
Two houses dre standlng on top of a big rlver.v
Ngesikhova esongamele iliwa.

With,anVOW1‘overhanging a cliff.

Ndinanto yam iyintunja ayisoze ivaleke.

I have a thing of. mlne, it is an openlng, it will
never close.

7Nd1bambe ndlthafe.

Ylmpumlo xa uza kufinya.

,Hold'me;so that I defalcate.

It is the nose when one is about to blow it.
Ndinamagumbi am asolbkolevulekile yonk’imihla nasebusuku.

I have rooms of mine, they are two, they are always open .
every day and night. g ‘ ’
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50. Ndinamfo wam wenyuka intaba kbdwe akade ayiqabele.

I have a fellow of mine, he climbs up a mountain but
he never reaches the top. Co

(¢) Ears

51. Ndlnabantu bam banyuka entabenl kodwa zange badlbane.

I have pe0ple of mlne, they climb up a mountain but
they never meet each other.

52. Ndinazinto zam zihleli zindiqokelela iihdaba zelizwe,
: I:have things oflmine;ethey always collect world news.
53. deinamntu wam ulisela. - |
I have a person of mine; he is a thief.

54, Ndinabantu bam bab1n1 bagade 1hlath1._ S i
| Zlndlebe zigade intloko. o

I have people of m1ne, they are two, they are looklng
~after a forest. '
It. 1s the ears looking after the head.

55. Ndinanto zam zimbini z1sebenza 21ngathunywanga.

I have things of mine, they are two, they work without
being sent. . '

56. Ndinabantwana bam bandiphathela iindaba.
I have childreh of mine, they bring me news.
57« Ndinabantubbam banyuka ighina abangayikuze baliqabele.

I have people of mine, they are g01ng up a steep place
but they w111 never reach the top.;

58. Ndinamahashe mabini axakWa kukugabela intaba.

I have horses of mine, they are two, they find it
difficult to climb to the top of the mountain.

59. Ndinamntu wam uthi ukuba ndimphethe kakubi atyekeze.
I have a person of mine, it happens that if I treat him
" badly he casts up milk. '
60. Ngomcephe wamashiqa. -
. Yindlebe kuba yasoloko yangcola ngaphakathi.
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64.

65.
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68.
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with a ladle full of the dregs of Kafflr beer.
It: is the ear because it is always dlrty 1n51de.

Mouth

Ndinanxeba lam 1libi linzulu. Ndiyalihlamba ndibe
ndilingcolise kodwa asinto ndikhe ndiyicinge ukulibeka
15121ba. ‘

1 have a wound of mine, it is ugly, it is deep. I

wash it and dirty it agaln, but I never thlnk of puttlng
a cloth over it. ’

Teeth'

‘Ndinabantu bam baninzi badwele'ndaweninye babhinge

iidukhwe ezibomvu.

I have people of mine, they are many, they are standlng
together with red head cloths on.

Ndlna21hombo zam ukuba and1z1h1amb1 ndizicokise 1m1hla

yonke zakundlqaqambela.

I have flne ornaments of mine, if I do not wash them |
carefully evefy day, they will cause me much pain.

delnaz1nJa 21lumayo z1mhlophe ziligela.

I have biting dogs, they are white, they are many.
Ndinabantu bam bajinga eweni. |

I have people of mine, they dahgle on the precipice.

. Ndinamntu wam unxibe iskirt'esibomvu neskipper esimhlophe.

‘I have a person of mlne, she has a red skirt and a whlte

skipper.
Ndlnalltye lam 1oku511a, kusila ilitye 1mbokotho aylslll.

I have a mill of mine; 1t is the lower stone that grlnds,
the upper stone doeS‘not grind.

~Nd1nabantu bam baJlnga eweni kodwa abade bawa.

I have people of mine, they dangle on the prec1p1ce but
they do not fall. ‘
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Ndinabantu bam benze isahgqa bathule abathethi namntu.

I have people'of'mine, they are white, they have made
a circle but they are quiet and talk to nobody. '

Ndinabantu bam baluludwe bamile.
I have people of mine, they stand in a llne.

Ndinabantu bam baninzi bashlyana ngobude bamhlophe o
bajinga ‘eliweni abanye bachophile.

v"I have people of mlne, they are many, they dlffer in

72

73.

74

75+

76.

77.

1ength, they are white; some ‘dangle on the pre01p1ce
and others are seated.

‘Ndlnamadoda am nd1th1 ndakugqlba ukuwaseben21sa ndlwahlambe.‘

I have men oE mine, after I've finished u51ng them I wash

them.
Ndinogqirha aban1n21 bahlell esofeni ebomvu enkulu.

I have doctors, they are many, they are sitting on a blg

- red couch,

Ngamaz1nyo angezantsi ezintsinini.

oIt is;the lower teeth on the gums.

Ndinabantu bam baninzi, bakuthanda bayalwa.

I have people of mine, they are many; - whenever they wish

to do so they flght.

Ndinamadoda am aganga oWayo.

I have men of mine, they catch someone who is‘falling.

Ndinabantu bam bajinga'eweni abanye bemi ezantsi kodwa
ngamaxesha athile bayadibana.

I have-people of mine, they are suspended from a precipice,
some are standing at the bottom but at certain times they

are together.

Ndinamadoda am anxibe ibhulukhwe ezimhlophe neehempe

- ezibomvu.

T have men of mine; they are wearing white pairs of
trousers and red shirts.

It is the teeth and gums.
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() gums

78. Ndlnallwa 1am llxhaswe ngabantu abamhloPhe.

I have a Cllff of mlne, it is supported by white people.
(g) Tongue
79. Ndinanto yam,igungquza phakathi emhadini.

I havena thing of mine, it knocks about inside a deep
pit.

8Q, -Ndinankomo yem ibomvu ebuhlantini obumhlophe.
I have_a beast of mine, it is red in a White kraal;_
81. Ndinanto yam isoloko isemngxuhyeni. |
I have é thing of mine, it is alwaYs'inja hole.
82. Ndinamntu wam uhlelibexakekile egungqugungquza.
| I have a person of mine, he is always busy fidgeting.

83« Isibaya sam- sakhiwe ngamatye'amhlophe sinenkomo enye
" enkulu ebomvu. '

"My kraal is built up of white stones with only one big
red beast inside.

84. Ndinasithatha sam somlilo siphahlwe ngamasoja avathe
e21mhlophe.

Lulwimi luphahlwe ngama21nyo.

I have a lake of burning flre,,it is encircled by soidiers
~wearing white clothes. |

It is the tongue.encircled by teeth.
‘85. Ndinamntu wam'akazange eve,ngqeie nénini ne.
I have a person of mine, he never catches cOld.‘
86. Ndinanto yam iyonakalisa iphinde ilungise.
I have a thing of mine, if'causes_damage and.fhen repairs
| it again. | '
A87. Ndlnamntu wam ukhuthele akaphumll.

I have a person of mlne, he is industrious, he does not
rest. ‘
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_Ndinahashellam 1lithi lakuphuma ndingalibambanga

lindifake ezinkathazweni.

I have a horse of mine, it happens that ig it goes out -

(of a stable) and I do not hold it, it puts me into a
lot of trouble. | |

Breasts
Ndinambokothwe zam zijinga eliweni.

I have upper grindstones of mine, they dangle<on the
prec1p1ce. B

Ndlnamlpu yam mlblnl mihle kuthl kwakuphuka omnye
kulllwe‘ngum21.'

I have guns of mine, they are beautiful, there are two

of them, when one breaks the family mourns.

Ndinaziduli zam zitsitsa amanzi.
Ngamabele xa ehlisileyo.

I have termite heaps of mine, there are two of them.

Water oozes out of them.

It is the woman's breasts when full of milk.

Heart

Ndinanto yam indikhathaza uwbusuku nemini.

T have a thing of mine, it troubles me night and day.

Ndinamntu wam uthe gho ukundlsebenzela emini nasebusuku.

I have a person of mlne, he works for me day and nlght.

Ndlnamntu wam usebenza emini nasebusuku akaphumll.

I have a person of mlne, he works day and nlght he does
not rest. _ '

Ndinamntu wam uthi elapha eRhafu abone izinto ezenzeka
eBhayi. ' ‘ ' ‘

I have a person of mine, while he is here in Graaff Reinet

he sees things whlch happen in Port Elizabeth.

Ndinamntu wam uyakwazi ukufika eKapa engakhange akhwele
loliwe.
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I have a person. of mine, he is able to get to Cape Town
w1thout hav1ng boarded a train.’

Ndinamntu wam uxhentsa ubusuku nemini.
I have a‘person_of mine, he dances night and day.

Ndinamntu wam uxhentsa imini nobusuku.

'Yintliziyo xa ikhupha igazi, kuba ayiphumli.

I have a'person of mine, he dances day and night.

"It is the heart when pumping blood; it does not rest.

Ndinamntu wam’uqandula'yonkeﬁimihla.
I have a.person;offmine, he stamps every day.
Stomach

Ndlnakhlthaka21 lam akukho mini llngafumanl kumunda‘
ku5111weyo.

I have an old woman of mine, there is not a day that she

‘does not get food that has been ground.

Ndinanto'yam ithi”xa ilambile ikhale.

I have a thlng of mlne, when nungry it cries.
Ndinabala lam 11m1 1bhakana. |

I have an open space of mlne, there stands a beacon.

Ndinaziduli zam zibini, kukho ithafa elikhulu ekupheleni
kwazo, elinenduli esizikithini.

Ngamabele, isisu kunye nenkaba.

I have hills of mine;‘they are two, as they end there is

. an open space in the middle of which there is another hill.

104.

(x)

105.

It is the-breastsg the stomach and the navel.

Ndinangxowa'yam izele ebusuku, kuse ingenanto. : |
I have a bag of mine, at night it is full but when you .
wake up it is empty. : - '

Navel

Ndinamntu wan uml yedwa akatheth1 namntu.,

I have a- person of mlne, he stands alone and does. not talk
to any one.
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Ndinaqhosha lam lejoni.
I have a button of mine, it belongs to a soldier.

Arms

Ngabantu bam babini bajinga eliweni bathi "sibambeni
seyela" '

With people of mlne, they are two, they hang Ffrom a
cllff, they say: "Hold us lest we 31nk"

Ndlnamakhwenkwana am aqinile mabini andlnceda kuyo yonke
_1nto endlyenzayo ngaphandle kwawo andlngeze ndiphumelele.,

I have llttle boys of mine, they are strong, there are
two of: them, they help me 1n everythlng I do, without
them I can never succeed.

Ndlnagquduylam 1enyama.
Llnqlndl.

I have a knobkerrle of mine o£ flesh.
It is a Elst.

Flngers and Nalls

Ndlnabafa21 bam ballshuml, phakath1 kwabo kukho onxibe

h 1lokhwe ekhaz1m1ayo.

_Ylmlnwe elishumi omnye ufakwe umsesane.,

jI have women of mine, they are ten, among them there is
one who is wearing a shining dress.
It is the ten fingers. One has a ring on it.

Ndinabantu'bam bakhula kunye kodwa soze.balingane.

I have people of mine, they grow up together but they
will never be equal.

Ndlnabantu bam ballshuml balwa nabantu kodwa 1ntonga
yabo inye kodwa bona ballshuml.

Abantu abalishumi ylmlnwe,_lntonga ylmbokothwe, abantu
aban1n21 ngumbona xa umntu a51layo.

I have people of mine, they are ten, they flght agalnst.

many people but they have one stlck only but the people
are ten. '
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The ten people are the fingers, the Sthk is the
.upper stone, the many people are mealies when one grlnds.'

113. Ndlnabantu bam bagrumba amangcwaba.
I have people of mine, they dig up graves.

114. Ndinentwala zam zivana namathang’am. - ZanlPhO
zikaMakhulu~xa andiswebayo. ’

. I have lice of mine, they'are fond of my thighs.
It is grandmother's finger nails when she pinches me.

115. Ndinabantu bam babini bazingel’ehlathini elimnyama,
bathi bakufuman’inyamakazi bayityel’ apho. '
Ngoobhont31. '

. I have people of mine, they are two, they hunt in a
dark forest; when they £1nd some game they eat it
there. ' - : .

It is the thumbs.

116. Ndinabafo bam baxhela benikene imiva.
' Ngoobhontsi xa utYoba,
I have fellows of mine, when they slaughter they give
each other their backs. - ‘
It is the thumbs when killing a bug.

,(n) ’Hands

,117. Ndlnalltye lam lokusila lithi laku31la libe shushu.
leandla xa uqhwabayo 21bashushu.;

I have a millstone whlch when it grlnds becomes hot.
It is the hands; when one claps the hands become hot.

118. Ndlnabahlobo babini baza kundisebenzela izinto'
ezingumangaliso ukuba ndlbaqeqeshe kakuhle.‘

I have frlends of mine, they will do wonderful thlngs
for me if I have trained them well.

(d) Lungs

119. Ndlnabahlobo bam bandixhasayo phofu abaph111 ukuba
ubav1mbe 1mpepho eyiyo.

I have friends of mine, they support me but they do not
surv1ve w1thout_fresh air.
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- 120. Ndinabantu bam bathe qho ukundlsebenzela emini
 nasebusuku abaphumli.

I have people of mlne, they are always working for me
day and night; they do not rest.

(p) Uvula:

121. Ndinanto»yam imi esibhakabhakeni.
I have a. thlng of mine, it stands on the sky

122. Ndinasicithi sam simi endlelen1 sithi kwakuza inqwelo
. silale sithi yakugqitha sivuke.

I have a tuft of long grass of mine, it stands on the
road; when a wagon approaches it lies flat and when
it has passed it rises.

123, Ndinamthi wam nokubé_sekueiza- amanzikazi awunakumka.
I have a treevof»mine, even if aﬂstreng current eomes,
it cannot sweep it away.

(q) Buttocks | | ”v |

‘124. Ndlnantaba Zam 21mb1n1 phakathl kwazo kuyaduduma.

o I have mountalns of mine,. they are two, in between them
it thunders.

125. Ndinatiki zam xa zithanda zidudume.
'I.haﬁe‘"tikis" of mine;ethey’thunder if they like.
'126. Ndinabafo bam békhulﬁjuthi omnye "Sukundishiya".

I have fellows-Of.mine, they are big; one says "Don't
leave me behind". '

(r) Calf of the legs

127. Ndinanto yam ngumgolo ngaphambili sisisu ngemva.

I have a thing of mine, it is the back in front, 1t is
‘the stomach behind.

128, Ndinabantu bam babini izisu zingasemva.

I have people of mine, they are two, the stomachs are
at the back. | |
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Ndinamntu wam osisu singemva, umqolO'ungaphambili.h

I have a person oftmine, whose stomach is at the back
and the back is in front. .

The‘feetv

Ndinanto yam ithi "nd1phamb111 ndlsemva, ndlphamblll
ndlsemva"

I have a thlng of m1ne which says: "I am in front, I am

at the back, I am in front, I am at the back"‘

Ndlnabantu bam bayaphlklsana omnye uthi "ndlphamblll"
nomnye uthi "ndlphamblll"

I have people of mine, they are arguing with each other,

one says "I am in front" and the other says: "I am in

- front too".

Ndinabafazi bam balwabngesihlalo1esingaphambili.

I have women of mine, they are both fighting for the

front seat.

Ndlnabantu bam omnye uthi "ndlm phamblll", nomnye uthi
"ndim phambili". ' '

I have people of mlne, each says "It is I in front".

Ndinabantu bam babini- omnye uthi "ndlmphamblll" nomnye

I have people of mine, they are,two, one says: "I am in
front", and the other also says: "I am in front". '

Ndinantwana zam zimbini zishiyana ngokuya kufika.

Zinyawo namehlo.

I have,little ones of mine, they are two, each wants to
reach the object first.
It is the feet and eyes.

Ndinamahodi am mabini ahlala emingxunyeni efanayb

~elinganayo.
'Amahodl 21nyawo, imingxuma 21z1hlangu.

I have antbears of mine, they are two, they live in

 holes that are similar and equal in size.

The antbears are feet; the holes are shoes.
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137. Ndlna31z1ba sam sekhode. :
' leolo. ’ |

I have a corduroy cloth of mine..
It is a knee. ‘

138. .Blood vessels

Ndinabantu bam bangabathuthi beendaba.
I have people of mine, they are news carriers.

139. ’_H_e_el_s.
Ndlnabantu bam bathi ndlslya phamb111 bebe beJonge emva.
f3I have people of mine, as I go forward, they look backward.
Other rlddles whlch refer to the parts of the human body are: -

140. Head and Ears

Ndlnas1kotsh1 sam 31namaV111 amablnl.:

I have a scotch cart of mlne, 1t has two wheels.

141 Face and Ears

o Ndinamntu wam unamaphiko'mabini kodwa akabhabhi ngawo..
I have a person of mlne, he has two w1ngs but he does not -
fly with them.

142, Beard and Hair of the Head

Ngonyana wam waluphala kunye noyise.
With a'son.ofkmihe hehages together with his father.

14 . Back

Ndlnanto yam ndlhamba nayo kodwa andlylbonl.

. I have a thlng of mlne, I always go w1th 1t but I don t'
see ite

_'14‘..Eyes ’
Ndihaiiziba zam;zibini zahlulwa yindlela, ezi ziziba‘azifuni
kukhiwe amanzi kuba aphumela ngaphandle.

,:I have pools'of mine, they are two, they are separated by
a road, these pools do not want water to be fetched from
them because 1t overflows.,
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Other riddles which Ffall under human life arve :

A.

145,

146.

Nasal mucus

Ndinanto yam imdaka inokufa kodwa izityebi ziyayigcina
ziyilondoloze amahlwempu wona ayayilahla.

Ngumkhunyu, izityebi 21yawugc1na emalaphini, amahlwempu
_ awulahla ez1nd1elen1. '

I have a thlng of mine, it 15 a disease carrler but the

rich keep it and preserve 1t the poor throw it away.
»It is a nasal Mucus the rlch preserve it in cloths,

the poor throw it away on the roads.

delnahto yam amahlwempu/ayayllahla izityebi ziyayicholacho-

la.
Ngumkhunyu, amahlwempu aflnyela phantsn 121tyeb1 21yawucho-
la ngepotatshefu.

I have a thlng of mlne, the poor discard 1t the rlch

‘pick it up.

. It is nasal mucus, the poor blow thelr noses on the

147.

148,
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ground, the rlch plck it up by blow1ng it into handker- -
chlefs._~

‘Nda ......,..;;..‘nda .;f...., phumal vBﬁyai!
‘A.;.;.;.....w awt out I come. Go back!

Ndlnangqaka yam 1lunguza eselwenl.
I have milk curds of mlne, they peep in the calabash.

Ndlnabelungu bam bakrobe efestileni..

I have Europeans of mine, they are peep:.ng through the
w1ndow. )

Ndlnabelungu bam bavele kulollwe.

I have Europeans of mine, they are peeping through the
train. o

Ndlnabafa21 bam babaleka baye enkundlenl baphlnde babuye
11ngekathethwa 1tya1a.v

I have women of mlne, they run to court ahd'come_back

‘again before their case is over. , - ’
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Blood

:Ndinamntu wam'uhamba ngawo onke amaXesha akadinWa.

I have a person of mine who is ever on the move w1thout
tlrlng. ' :

Ndinamlambo wam awutshi, amanzi awo abomvu angabile kuba
ndiphila ngawo. -

I ‘have a river of mine, :Lt never runs dry, her waters
are red and scarce‘because I live on them.. '

Shadow

Ndinanto yam yasoloko inxibe impahla enye.

I have a thing of,mine,hit is always dressed in the same.
clothes.,‘ ’

» Ndlnamntu wam kusasa mde aze emini abe mfutshane.

I have a person of mlne, she is tall in the morning,
but durlng the day she is short.

Ndinamntu wam nokuba sendlbaleka kangakananl na andlde

- ndimfumane.

SlSlthun21 xa 31phamb111.

I have a person of mlne, no matter how: fast I run I do
not catch up with him,

,It is one s shadow when it is in front.

Ndlnamntu wam udada emanzini kodwa aphume omlle.

I have a person of mine, she sw1ms in water but she

158,

159.

comes out dry. : - v : '

Mind of Man“'

Ndinamantu wam usebenza iintlobo-ntlobo kodwa akabOhakali“‘“

' xa asebenzayo.

What is it that works‘at many kinds but does not appear

when working?

~Sin.

Ndinanto yam ithandwa ngumntu WOnke'ngokOSana..

I have a thing of mine, it is loved by everybody like
a baby.
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.Dream

Ndlnanto yam ithi 11apha ibe . 1phaya 1beseBhay1 naseMonti,
naseRhawutini ngabusuku bunye, kodwa. kuse ilapha.

I have a thing of mine: it is here and there and in

Port Elizabeth, East London and Johannesburg in all one

night, but when morning dawns it is here.
Hunger

Ndinandoda yam egama linguPhango ibetha ingaphethe
ntonga. ‘

I have a man of mine, vhose name is Phango (Hunger) ;

‘he beats other men though he carries no stick.

Death/%leep

| Ngomntu wam akabonwa kodwa ukhahlela phant51 11ngangala1a

ezinamandla.

With a person of mine, he is not séen3but,he'fells 
powerful men. '

Tears

Ndlnamvula 1th1 xa isina kuwe amaqabaza amabini ngexesha

“elinye.

I have rain; wheh it rains only two drops fallfat a
time. '

Excrement and Urlne ;.

Ndlnamawele am mablnl, elinye limhlophe elinye 11mdaka
elinye lihlala ecaleni kwelinye; adla ngokuhamba kunye

~kodwa eli llmhlophe liyathanda ukuhamba, kanti ke xa =

-llhambayo eli limdaka ahamba omabini,

- I have twins of mlne, they are two, one is whlte and the

other is dun-coloured. - One stays next to the other.
They usually go'together but the white one is fond of

_ftravelling, yet when the dun-coloured one travels, they
'go together., | ' -

Sgut

- Ngexhegwazana lendlela. 
;SlSlkhohlela kuba 51£unyanwa 51sendle1en1 lonke 1xesha.‘
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- With an old woman of the road.

It is sputum because it is found on the road all the
"~ time, ' |

B. THE ANIMAL WORLD

The animal world contains riddles dealing with the following :-

1. Wild animals, Ffor example, the lion.
-2, Domestic animals, for example, the pig.
3. Amphibians, for_ example, the frog.

4. Reptiles, £Qr.éxample, the chameleon.:

5. TInsects, Ffor éxample, the locust.

6. Rodénts, for example, the shrew-mouse.
7. Birds and chickens.

1. Wild Animals

166. Ndinanto yam itya ilila.
o Ylnkawu. ‘ '

I have a thing of mlne, 1t eats whlle 1t is crying..
It is a monkey.

167. Ndinanto yam ihlala emanzini yoyika nenja.
Lufudo. -

I have a thing of mine, it stays in water and is afraid
even of the dog.
It is a tort01se.

168. Ngomntu wam wakha indlu kodwa engalall kuyo.
Lihodi.

"With a person of mine, he builds a house but .does not

lie in it. '
It is the antbear.

169. - Ndinanto yam ingawanqika onke amatye xa ibalekayo.

Yingqumeya.,
T have a thing of mine, it can 1ift all the stones
when it is running. '
It is the springhaas.
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170 Ndlnandoda yam incinci ngomzimba kodwa 1yoy1kwa, ithi
ukuba isuzile wonke umntu abaleke.
Liqaqa.

I have a man of mine, he is slight of build but he‘is
feared. ‘When he passes w1nd everybody runs away.
It is the strlped muskcat.

171. . Ndinamntu wam xa aleleyo akacimeli.
Ngumvundla. \

I have a person of mine, when he is asleep he does not
- close his eyes.
It is the Cape hare.

o, Domestic Animals

172. Ndinantofyam ibona nasebumnyameni.
Yikati. |
I have a thing of mlne, it sees even in the dark.
It is a cat. R
173. Jikelelengqu.
Yinja. -
Round, round, down.
It is a dog.
174. Ndinanto yam if’imile,
I have a thlng of. mlne, it dies standlng.

It is 'a donkey.

175. Ndinamntu wam akafunl kucoceka uthanda ubumdaka.
Ylhagu.

I have a persdn fomine, he does not want to be neat,
he loves dirt. '
It is a pig.
176, Ndinamntu wam udla ekrokra.
Yihagu.'
I have a fellow of mine, he eats complaining.
‘It is a pig.

177 » 'Ngaphambilivyimfazwe, ngasémva lilaphu lasemfazweni.
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-In front it is war, at the back it is a flag of war.
_It is a dog. -

Yimfazwe ngaphambili, ngumngayi phakathi, kuyalathwa

‘ngasemva.

Yinja xa ikhonkothayoO,

It is war in front, it is a stick in the middle‘which
is painted at the back.
It is the dog when it barks.

Ngenkatha yezala.
Yinja xa izisonge ezaleni.

W1th a headpad of the heap.’
Tt is a dog when it has folded hlmself on top of the

'krubblsh heap.'

180,
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Ndlnahashe lam llylmbalekl, allthandl kuhlala apho

kkukho umlilo khona.

Yile nja kuthiwa,lingeSi.’

I have a horse of mine, it is a race horse. It does

" not like to sit where there is fire.

It is the greyhound.

Amphibians

Ndinamntu wam othi;xa,ehamba athi "bhaxa" "bhaxa".
Llsele. . '

I have a person of mine who walks as if he is staggerlng.
It is a frog. '

Reptiles

Ngomakoti wam azithanda kunene otshintsha kaninzi
ngemini. '
Unwabu. .

 With my bride who loves herself very much, she changes

clothes many times per day.
It is the chameleon.

Jikelele tywaa.

Round and round flat on the ground.

It is a snake.
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Insects

‘Ndinamfazi wam ubopha inyanda enye ngeentambo ezininzi.

Sisigcawu.

I have a woman of mine, she ties one bundle with many
rOopes. ‘ | '
It is a spider. .

Ndinasipani sam sibomvu.

Bubuggwangu.

I have a span of oxen of mine. It is red.

It is red ants.“  ‘

Ndlneta31 yam endlgc1na kuyo 1mbola. _
Ita31 11khalane, imbola ligazi ellngebomvu krwe.

I have a bag of mine in which I keep the red ochre.

The bag is a tick, the red ochre is blood (it is blood

which is not pure red) .

Ndinabantu bam ababonl nanto, yonke into bay1d1aphamb1

'konyawo.:
Ziimbovane.

I have people of mine, they do not see a thing, every-
thing they eat in front of the feet.

It is ants.

Ndinasipani sam seenkabi sijika ihotom.
Ziimbovane. ' A
I have a span of oxen of mine,‘they’plough a furrow round.
It is ants.

Ngexhegwana lasebandla.

Yimpukane kuba ayisweleki ebandla.

With an old man of the Court..

It is a fly for it is always to be found in court.

Ndlnabandla lam 1lithi lakusuka eCaweni 11th1 "Amen"
Zlmpukane xXa 21suka ngasese.

I have a congregation of mine, when they leave Church
they say "Amen", v
It is flies when leaving excrement.
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Ndlnanto yam 1ph11a ngega21 1abantu ne1e21lwane kuphela.
Ylncukuthu.

I have a thlng of mlne, it lives on the blood of people
and animals only. ‘

It is a. bed—bu.go‘

Ndinankomo- yam ibomvu 1yand1tshutshlsa, ndakuyltyumza
intloko ndakuylfumana dadethu.
Yincukuthu.

I have a:beast of mine, it is red, it persecutes'me, I
shallverush its head when I find it, by my sister I

- It is a bed-bug.

Ndlna31pa31 sam sega21.

.Ylncukuthu.

"I have a purse of mine of blood.

It is a bed-bug.

Ndinankomo yam ithi yakulamba iphale iye kwatshisa nyama

Cdithi maylslkelwe entanyenl nokuba kusendlebeni.

Ylncukuthu.

I have a beast of mine whlch, when 1t is hungry, gallops‘

and goes where cooked meat is sold and demands a plece
from the neck or from the ear.
It is a bed-bug. '

Ndinamntu wam whamba engaboni.
Yintuku.

v I have a person of mine, she goes around but she does

not see.
It is a mole.

Ndinamntu wam akanamehlo kodwa uhamba angakhubeki‘tu.
- Yintuku.

I have a person of mine, she has no eyes but she walks
and does not stumble at all.

‘It is a mole.
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Ndlnabantu bam ziimfama ngokudalwa abarholwa mntu
kodwa bayazenzela umseben21 wabo.

- ziintuku.

I have people of mine, they are blind by nature;
nobody leads them by the hand but they do their work

themselves.

It is moles.

Ndinamadoda am maninzi ayakwazi ukuzakhela izindlu
kodwa akanazixhobo.
lentubl.’

I have young men of mlne, they are many, they can bulld

houses for themselves but they do not have tools.

It is termites.

Ndinamadoda am akha ngaphandle kwemihlakulo.
lentubl.

I have young men of mine, they build without spades.
It is termites. o

Ndinamntu wam uzimbambo wonke.

,Lisongololo.

I have a’ person of mlne, she 1s all rlbs.
It is a millipede.

‘Ndinanto yam ayiphali imizuzu emibini ingatyanga.
- Yimpukane. |

I have a thing .of mine, it hardly gallops for two.

seconds and then it requires a meal.
It is a fly. '

Ndinanto yam 1nendlu engumgibe.’

Slslgcawu.

I have a thing of mine, it has a trap.

It is a spider. '

Ndlnankomo zam ziduka ebusuku nasemini,

lentwala..

I have: beasts of mine, they disappear night and.day.
It is lice. '
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204. Ndinanyamakazi zam ziliwaka, zihlala ehlathini linye.
lentwala.- |
I have animals of mine, they are a thousand they live

in one forest. : , o : z
It is lice.

205. Ndinankomo zam aziphumi' ehlathini ngaphandle kokuba uye
kuzifuna. '
Ziintwala.

I have cattle of mine, they do not leave the forest un-
‘less you go to look for them.
It is lice.
206. - Ndinabantu‘bam bakha indlu bayishiye baggithele kwenye.
' Ziintubi.

I have people of mine, they build a house and leave it
and pass on to another.
It is termites.
207. Tyhini phi?
Ylntakumba.

Goodness grac1ous, where is 1t°
It‘lS a flea.

208, Ndinamfazi wam usebenza ngomva.
' "~ Yinkubabulongo.

I have a wonman of mine; she works with her back.
It is the large beetle which burrows and lives in manure.

©.209. Ndinanto yam ‘1hamba nendlu yayo lonke ixesha.
YlntonJane/Ylnkumba.

I have a thlngtof mine, it moves round with its house
all the tlme.

It is the Intonjane, a- larvae insect which encases it-
self in a tube.

210, Ndinamntu wam akazange ahluthe.
‘ Yinkumbi/Ngumhlaba/Kukufa.

I have a person of mine, he has never had enough to eat.
It is a locust/the earth/&eath.
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211, ~Ndinamadoda am, nabafazi bam bahlala berhawule inkosi
‘yabo, nokuba ubatshutshisa kangakanani na abemki ingemki
yona, | 0 < : , S
' Ziinyosi.

I have young men of mine and women of mine, they alwaye
surround their chief. ~ No matter how much you per—

secute them,they do not leave before he does.
It 1s bees.

212. Ndinabantu bam bathl behamba nJe babe becula. Abaphathwa
mntu kuba ylng021. '
leny031.

I have people of mine who, as they go along, sing;
they are not touched by anybody because they are
dangerous.

It is bees.

213. Ndinamadoda am akathi ngomso xa sekusiliwa kodwa ukutya
‘ akuphekayo ungavimb?’unyoko-khulu esifa ngamehlo.
leny051. o ‘ :

- I have young men of mine, they do not hesitate when a

- fight is on. (L1t they do not say "tomorrow" when
fighting goes on). But the food they cook! .You could
be stingy to your grandmother who is suffering from sore
eyes. '
It is bees.

6. Birds and Chickens

.214.‘kNd1nam£a21 wam ulihomba uthi ehlell nje abe ez1buka
" esipilini.
NguThekwane.

I have a woman of mine, she is very neat. She is always
admiring herself in a mirror. -
It is the hammerhead.

'215. Ndlnamfo wam utsho nge31nx1bo esimdaka.
NguThekwane.

I have a felloy of mine, he is dressed_in dun-coloured
clothes. | '
It iS‘the hammerhead.
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Ndinanto yam inomsila omde.

NguJobela.

I have a thing of mine, it has a long tall.
It is the male red-collared widowbird.

Ndinantaka yam ingumbhexeshi emasimini ekwindla.
Ngunomyayl. ‘

I have a bird of mine, it is the wagon driver in the s
fields in Autumn, '
It is the African ro0k.

_Ndlnamntu wam unamaphiko kodwa akabhabhl ngawo.
Y1nc1n1ba/Y1ntlan21.

I have a person Of mine, he has wings but he does not
fly w1th them.

It is an ostrich or a flsh.

Ndlnamfundlsl wam waseWe31le.'

' Llhlungulu.

I have a priest of mine of the Wesleyan Church.
It is - a whlte—necked raven. '

Ndlnamfundlsl wam waseTshetshl.

Ylngwamza/L%’;gngulu.

T have a priest of mine of the Anglican Church.

221.

It is a stork/ a white-necked raven.

Ndinamfundisi wam waseRhabe.
Yingcungcu. '

I have a priest:of mine of the Presbyterian Church.
It is a sugar-bird. ’ '

Ndinamntu wam unxibe mnyama maxa wambi kuvela oonondrokh-

 we abamhlophe.
Intsikizi xa 1bhabhayo 1vellsa 11nt51ba e21mhlophe phantsi

kwamaphlko.

I have a person of mine, she is dressed in black, SOme-
times white petticoats appear.
It is the ground hornbill when it flles and reveals Whlte '

| feathers underneath.
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Ngomntu wam wambethe ezimhlophe.

- By my person, who is wearing a white dress.

It is the white heron.

Ndinamfundisi wamvwambethe ezimnyama waniiba.ikhola
emhlophe. S -

‘Lihlungulu.

V I have a priest of mine, he has black clothes on and

. wears a white collar.

It 1s a whlte-necked raven.

" The follow1ng rlddles refer to the parts of the body of
 animals

225,

226.

227,

208,

h 'Parts of the body

V,Ndlnanto yam 1y1nyama ngaphandle ufele lungaphakathl.

Ligila.

I have a thing of mine, meat is on the outer layer and
the skin inside. - ' ‘ , S

It is the gizzard of a chicken.

Ndinanto yamASisikhumba ngaphakathi yinyama ngephandle.

nglla.

I have a thlng of mine, the skln is 1n31de and the
meat is outside. '
It is a gizzard.

Ndlnangxowa zam. zombona ndizithenga evenkllenl ndizivula

kndlzlgonglse ezantsi kodwa umbona awuchitheki.

Yimibele yenkomo neegusha.

I have maize bags of mine, I buy them £rom the shop and
when I open them I turn them upside down but maize does
not pour out.

It is the teats of cows and sheep.

Ndinamilenze yam mine ijing’etafileni.

Ylmlbele yenkomo.

I have 1egs of mine, they are four, they hang from a
table.

It is the teats of cows.



229.

230.

© 231,

151

.Ndlnabantu bam bane bahlell e21tu1wen1.
 Yimibele yenkomo.

Ivhave-people of,mine; they are four, they sit on
chairs. : _ - S
It is the teats of cows. ' '

Ndinamntu wam uthl akuvuya apltshopltshoze.

: Ngum311a wenja.

I have a person of mlne who, when he 13 happy, wrlggles
about. ‘
It is the tall of a dog.

Ndlnagusha yam ndlyaylxhela ndlyllahle 1nyama ndldle
ufele.

'slsandlwane.

have a sheep of mine, I slaughter it, throw the meat

‘away'and eat the skin.

It is a pouch.

"THE VEGETABLE WORLD

' PLANTS, TREES AND OTHER GROWTHS
WILD PLANTS

1. The Cape Aloe

232,

233.

234,

035,

‘Ndinabantu bam basoloko bexhbbile.
I have people of mine, they are always armed.

Ndlnamntu wam ehlotyeni ujlka abe bomvu ukuze ebu51ka

abeluhlaza.

I have a person of mlne, in summer he becomes.red and

,1nyw1nter he becomes green.

Ndinamfo wam womelele ude acace ngexa lobusika.
T have a fellow of mine, it is strong and clearly so

1n winter,

Ndlnamfana wam, usoloko enx1be 1bhulukhwe yekakl nebhatyi
eluhlaza ukuze ngamaxesha athlle athwale 131tshaba
esibomvu. '

Likhala xa lldubulayo.

I have a young man of mine, he is always dressed'infa
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khaki pair of trouserS,‘a green jacket and sometimes
‘he wears a red crown. - |
It is the Cape Aloe when 1t blossoms.

236. Ndinabafazi bam bomthandazo banxibe iiqhiya ezibomvu,
" neebhatyi eziluhlaza nelokhwe ezimdaka.
Ngamakhala xXa- adubulayo.

I have prayer-meeting women of mine, they wear red head-
 gear and green blouses and brown dresses.
It is the Cape Aloes when they blossom.

2. Prickly Pears

237 Ndinanto yamvinoboya, uboya bukhuia phezu kofele,
' ngaphaya kofele yinto emnandi. ‘
I have a thing of mine; it has hair which grows on
the skin; Dbeyond the skin is‘something delicious.

g 238;“ Ndinant31mi yam 1yachuma kodwa iyakhathaza xa 1vunwayo.
‘Yitolofiya iyahlaba 1yaphand1a.

"I have a field of mine, it flourishes’but it'gives'
trouble when it is harvested. :
It is the prickly pear which pricks, and hurts ‘the eye
by getting into it (i.e. its prickles).

3. sOrdinary Tree

239; Ndinanto yam itya ngezantsi ikhuphe. ngentla.
‘I have a thing of mine, it eatsbbelow and takes out
above. |

.240. Ndinaxhegwazana lam licula nabantwana balo.

Ngumthi namasebe,

I have an old woman of mine, .she sings together with
her children. ,
It is a tree with its branches.

241, Reeds/Rushes

Ndinabantu bam baninzi babetha intlombe phezu komlambo.

I have people of mine, they are many, they are dancing -
above the river. '
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‘Ndinabhokhwe zam zineempondo ezinde ezimhlophe.
I have goats of mine,ithey’have'horns that are long
and white.
CULTIVATED PLANTS
‘Maize |
Ndinanto yam ukuba utyhile isigqubuthela uyakufika,kukho
into emnandi. ' o "
I have a thing of mine, if you remove the veil you will
find hair and beyond that is something delicious.
dlnamntu wam unxibe 110khwe phantsi kwelokhwe buboya,
phantsi koboya ylnto emnandi. ,
~Phantsi kwamakha31 bubulembu, phant51 kobulembu ngumbona
: amnandl.,,
 I have a person of mine, he: wears a dress under whlch is
~ hair, and under the hair is somethlng de11c1ous.
Under the unsheathing leaf are the filaments, and under
these is delicious maize.
Ndinamntu wam ungcwatyiwe kodwa akafile.
Ngumbona e51selen1.
T have a ‘person of mlne, he is buried but he is not dead.
It is ‘maize in the grainpot.
Ndinamajoni am angen?emfazweni enxibe iidyasi aphume
engenazo. ‘
Ngumbona ongqushwayo.
I have soldiers of mlne, they enter 1nto battle with.
their coats on and they come out w1thout them.
It is mealles that are stamped.»
Ndinamntu wam, uqhuba 1lgusha neebhokhwe uhamba phakathi

047,
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- Thorns of the Acacia

kwazo, iibhokhwe zingaphambili, iigusha 21ngasemva.

tIlgusha ngumbona, umntu yimbokothwe iibhokhwe ngumgubo.

I have a person of mine, he'drlves sheep and goats, he
walks among them; the goats are in front and the sheep.
behind. ' . ’ |
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The sheep are maize, the person is a grindstone (upper) -

~and the goats are meal.

Water-melon

Ndinandlu yam iluhlaza inerhaladiya ezipinki, nabantu
abamny ama phakathi. '

I have akhouse of mine, it is green, it has pink curtains
and black people inside. ‘ C o

Ndinanto yam 1luhlaza nJengengca ibomvu nJengega21

- imnandi nJenge nyhobhanyhobha.

I have a thing of mine, itvis gree'as dgrass, as red as
blood, and as nice as syrup. '

Ndinendlu. eluhlaza udonga lwayo lumhlophe ngaphakathl,

ihleli inenekazi elipinki nabantwana balo abaninzi
‘abamdaka. | ' ‘ B

T have a house of mine, it is green; its wall is white
inside; there stays in it a pink lady with her many

| children who are brown. ' ‘

Ndinento yam 11uh1aza, ndakuylphosa phezulu 11uh1aza,

kodwa yakuwa phantsi ibe bomvu.

I have a thihg of mine, it 1is green; when I throw it up

it is green but when it falls down it becomes red.

Ndinandlu yam 11uhlaza ngaphandle, 1gwanqa ngaphakathl
1namagumb1 amanllnz'ly, kuhlala umntu omnye egumbini
ngalinye. '

Ngumxoxozi néentanga;

'I4have'abhouse of mine, it is green outside and light

brbwn inside; it has many compartments and one person
lives in each compartment.
It. is the Kaffir water-melon.

The Tomato

253,

.Ndlnamntu wam uthi xa emn01nc1 anxibe 1mpah1a e211uhlaza

aze ath1 xa emdala anxibe e21bomvu.

I have a person of mine, she is young and wears green
clothes, vhen these are old she puts on red ones.
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4, The Onion

254, Ndinasana lwam ndithi ndakuluphulula ndilile'inyembezi.k
Litswele xa lichutywayo. ) ,
, |
T have a baby of mlne, when I shake it I cry w1th tears.

255, ngomfana wam othi xa umgqumza 1ntloko akhale, nawe

ukhale.,
thswele.v

By my gentleman who cries when you hit him on the head
and then you cry too'

5 The Potato

256. Ndinanto van 1namehlo amaninzi kodwa aylbonl.

I have a thing of mine, it has many eyes, but it doeS'
not see.

6. Maize, Stalk and Malze Cob

257, Ndinam£a21 wam ubeleke usana olunentshebe.

Ludlza lombona, 151khwebu sogqunywe bubulembu.

I have a woman of mine who carries a bearded baby on
her back. ’
It is the maize stalk, maize cob covered with female
filaments.

Do NATURAL PHENOMENA

Under this headlng there will be riddles dealing with.the sky,

the sun, the moon, the stars, thunder and lightning, the wind,

- pivers and oceans, dew, firefand mixed natural phenomena;' The

last mentioned is a seetion which combines different items of
nature and others.

The Heavens

258,  Ngedlelo lam eliluhlaza. -
SlSlbhakabhaka.

By my veld whlch is blue.
It is the sky. '

259._yNd1nant51m1 yam 1luhlaza kuphellllso 1ngaphelanga yona.
Sisibhakabhaka.
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I have a field of mine, it is green. The eye gets

'flnlshed w1thout it having got flnlshed.

It is the sky.

Ndinamntu wam akalili angakhange ambathe.

Lizulu. ' o

I have a person of mine, he doesant cry without first
covering his body. .

It is the sky.

Ndinamntu wam uqumba ngoku atyhlleke ngoku.

Lizulu xa lisibekele. -

I have a person of mine, he is cross now and he is
happy soon. '
It is the.sky when cloudy.

Ndinamntu wam wambethe ingubo emnyama.
Lizulu xa 1isibekele. -

'VV_I have a person of mine, he has a black blanket on.

263.

264.

265,

266. '

It is the sky when cloudy.

Ndinantsimi yam aylnamvellso ngaphandle kwethanga ellnye
elikhulu. '
SlSlbhakabhaka emini.

'I have a field of mlne, it does not flourlsh except
- produce one big pumpk;n.

It is the sky during the day.

Ndinantsimi. yam ichuma ngombona ithanga linye.
Sisibhakabhaka ebusuku.

I have a field of mine, maize flourishes and there is
just one pumpkin. " |

It is the sky at night.

Ndinabantu bam bablnl badla yonke imihla kodwa abahluthl.
Lizulu nomhlaba. '

"I have people ofkmine, they eat every day yet they do

not get enough.

It is heaven and earth.

Ndinantsimi yam ichuma ngobusuku inethanga elinye.
Intsimi sisibhakabhaka ithanga yinyanga.



157

I have a field of mine, it flourishes by night and

A"has one pumpkin.

 067.

268,

269.

The field is the sky, the pumpkin is the moon.
NdinaZithebe zam zibini esinye sigqume,esinye.
leulu nomhlaba. ' |

I have mats of mine, they are two, one covers the other.
It 1s heaven and earth.

'Ngengubo zam 21ya11ngana.

Sisibhakabhaka nomhlaba.

With blankets of mine, they are equal.
It is the sky and the earth.

Nd1nants1m1’yam 1nkulu ilinywa amazimba odwa, ukhozo.
lomboma lunye. o .
Intsimi 31s1bhakabhaka amazimba 21nkwenkwe21, ukhozo
lombona ylnyanga.

I have a field of mine, it is big; it is planted with

- corn only and there is just one maize grain.

270.

The field is the sky, the corn is the stars and the
maize grain is the moon.

Ndinamntu wam uthi xa ehleka amathe aphume emlonyeni
wakhe enzakalise izinto ezininzi. '
Lizulu xa lizongoma, linemibane etshawuzayo.

"I have a person of mine, when she laughs saliva comes

out of her mouth which destroys many things.
It is when the heavens are filled with thunder and
lightning.

The Moon, the Stars and the Sun

e

272

Ndinasibane sam sikhanyisa ebusuku ilizwe lonke
sijikelezwe zizibane ezincinci.

“Yinyanga 131ke1ezwe 21nkwenkwe21.

fI have a 1amp of mine, it gives light at nlght to the

whole world and it is surrounded by small lamps.
It is the moon surrounded by the stars.

Ndlna51khukuka21 sam 51hamba newaka labantwana emnyamenl.
Ylnyanga neenkwenkwezi.
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I have a hen of mine, it goes with a thousand chickens
in the darkness.

It is the moon and the stars.

its head (that of the fountain) is not visible.

273, Ngebhola yam ithi xa ithi gqi kusuke yonke into endleleni.
Lilanga. ’ -
By my ball which, when it comes results in everything
in the path gettlng away . ' .
It is the sun.

Rain, Thunder and Lightning

274, Ndinabantu bam;

' ‘umama uyabasa -  Iindudumo
utata uyalayita — Imibane
umntwana uyachama - Imvula
- I have pebple of mine;
- The mother makes fire < Thunder

‘The father kindles it - nghtnlng
The child‘ﬁrinates - Rain.

275. Ndinabantu bam;

~ Indoda iyangxola ~.  Ukududuma

Umfazi uyahleka - Ukubaneka -
Abantwana bayalila = -  Imvula |
T have people of mine;
the man blusters in speaking -  Thundering
the woman laughs - Lightning
the children cry - o - 'Rain

‘276, Ndinamthombo wam umpompoza amanzi kodwa akubonakall

apho agqobhoka khona.
vimvula. -

I have a fountain of'miné, water gushes from it, but

It is rain.

The Earth; Sea, Rivers,- Waters

- 277.

'Ndlnamntu wam usela mhla kwana.

. I have a person of mine, he drlnks when it has ralned'

Ngumhlaba. .
It is the earth.

e
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_ Ndinamlambo wam usoloko unamanzi awuze utshe.
Lulwandle. |

I have a river of mine, it is always with water, it
never runs dry.
It is the sea.

Ndlnamlambo wam awuna51phelo.

I have a river of mlne, it has no end.

Lulwahdle.»
It is the seas

Ndlnamntu wam ugquma ubusuku nemlnl.

Lulwandle.

I have a person of mine, he roars night and day.
It 1s the sea. ‘

Ndlnantambo zam zininzi zihamba z1d1bane entanJenl enye
zonke zenze umzi omkhulu. '

‘Lulwandle.

I have ropes- of mine, they are many, they go and meet
in one rope and there make a huge v1llage.
It 1s the sea.

Ndinanto yam 1ngath1 ylnyoka ijikeleze ilizwe lonke. o
‘Lulwandle.

I have a thing of mine which is llke a snake, it enc1rc1es
~ the ‘whole world.
‘It is the river.

- Ndlnanyoka yam aylnantloko namsila kodwa irhubuluza

vwbusuku nemini ayilali ay;tyl soloko isendleleni.

Ngumlambo.

I have a snake of mine, it has neither a head nor a tail,
but it crawls night and day; it does not sleep, it is
always on the rbad; | '

It is a rlver.

eNdlnamntu wam uhamba ubusuku nemini. akalali.

Ngamanzi.:

I have & person Of mine, he walks night and day, he does

~  not sleep.

It is water.
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Ndinantovyam>iyaba1eka kodwa ayinanyawo.
I have a thing of mine, it runs but it has no feet.

Ndinanto yam andlnakuphlla apha ebomini ngaphandlev

I have a thlng of mine, I cannot survive w1thout it.

'Ndlnanto yam 1ngqukuva okwebhastlle inzulu okwekomltyl

kodwa aylnakuphakanylswa.

I have a thing of mine, it is round as a marble, as
deep as a cup, but it cannot be lifted up.

Ndlnabhokhwe zam zidla ethafeni ellluhlaza.v‘_Nto
13131manga kukuba zidla zisiza kodwa zijike 21ngekaf1k1

I have goats of mlne, they graze in a green plain.
What is surprising is that they dgraze coming nearer, but

‘they turn before they have reached the village.

It is the waves of the sea.

Ndinanto yam nokuba seyininzi ngeze uYibambe konke.

I have a thing of mine, no matter how much of it therel
is, you cannot catch it at all.

085,
‘ Ngamanzi.
' It is water.
286.
kwayo.
Ngaman21.'
It is water.
- 287.
LlChlbl.
It is a pool.
288.
elallnl. _
Ngamaza olwandle.‘
wind = and Fire
- 289.
' Ngumoya.
It is the wind.
290.

Ndinamntu wan unobubele, uyathandwa kakhulu ngabantu
kodwa uthi akumwola umntu amenzakalise ade ambulale.
Ngumlilo. '

I have a person of mine, he is kind. He is greatly
loved by the people but when he embraces a person, he
injures him and may even kill him.

It is the fire.
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Ndlnabafana bam baglya baglye babuye phezulu.

I have fellows of mine, they dance and dance and return

NdinamBomvana wam ubeth’uMnyamana axuxuzele amathumbu

Ngumlllo utshis’imbiza kubil’into engaphakathl.

'I have "Bomvana" of mine, he beats "Mnyamana" and

Mnyamana's 1ntest1nes start rumbllng.
It is fire, 1t burns the pot and somethlng inside the

NdlnamBomvana wam ubeth uMnyamana axuxuzele isisu.

I have "Bomvana"_(red_one) of mine,"he‘beats‘Mnyamana
(blackie) until the bowels rumble. | |
It is the fire when it heats the pot.

Ndlnabantu bam bablnl, obomvu ubetha omnyama kutsho

Ngumlllo ubasela imbiza itsho 1b11e.'

I have people of mine, they are ‘two, the red one hits
the black one until the bowels rumble.
It is the flre whlch heats the pot so that 1t b01ls.

‘Ndlnankomo zam 21ntathu, enye 1bomvu enye 1mhlophe enye
imnyama. - Le ibomvu ihlaba le 1mnyama, emnyama ihlabe
le imhlophe, le 1mhlophe ityhoboze 1phume ebuhlanti.

Le ibomvu ngumlilo, le imhlophe lubisi le 1mnyama
yimbiza. Umlilo utshisa imbiza, imbiza itshise ubisi,
ubisi 1uphuphumele phantsi.

291,
Zlntlant51 zomlllo.l
- from above. ,
It is the sparks of a Plre.
Mixed Natural Phenomena
292,
ngaphakathi.
pot begins to boil.
- 293.
‘ ‘Ngumlilo xa utshisa imbiza.
294,
‘kuxuxuzele isisu.
295.

I have beasts of mlne, they are three, one is red, one
is whlte and the other is black.,‘ The red beast hits
the. black beast and the black one hits the whlte one

and, it, in turn, pushes it out of the kraal.

The red beast is fire.
The white beast is milk.
The black beast is the pot.
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.- The fire burns the pot which'burns the milk inside,
‘the milk boils and pours out of the pot. '

296. Ndinabantu bam bahlanu omnye ukhwele phezu komnye.

Ngumhlaba, nehashe nesa11 nomntu nomnqwa21.

I have people of mlne, they are five, they are r1d1ng
each other - each one on ‘top of the other. .
It is the earth, a horse, a saddle, a person, and a hat.

297« Ndlnamntu wam ullhlll—hlll uth1 akuthunywa angabuyi.

Lllltye xa llgltylselweyo.

I have a person of mine, he is a vagrant. | When he is:
sent he does not return. _
It ‘is a stone when it has been thrown.

298, Ndinamntu wam ndlmthuma angabuyl.

L111tye.

I have a person of mine, he does not return when sent
on_an errand.
- It iS‘a stone.

299, Ndinegusha.zam 211e1e entlanJenl.

ZlZldull.;‘

.....

It 1s the hills.,

300. ' Ndinamlambo undlblza ndlkude ndafika utshile.
. Slsanga. S

I have a rlver, 1t attracted me from afar and I found
it dry. ; ’
'It is a mlrage.

E UTENSILS AND DOMESTIC LIFE

This 1s further subd1v1ded as follows :-

(i) Needles, Scissors, Knives, Spoons, Cooklng materlals,
CupBoards, Broom, €TC. ‘ ,

~-. 301. Ndlnahashe lam alinakuphala lingenamsila.‘

-Yinaliti ayinakuthungacingenamsonto.

I have a horse of mine, it cannot gallop without a tail.
It is a needle, it cannot sew w1thout a thread.

302."Nd1nahashe lam 11baleka 11may11e ngeemaylle kodwa lithi

‘ukuba umsila uphellle lime.
Ylnalltl.
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304..

305.

306..
~Ylnalltl.

307.

308.

309.
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‘I have a horse of mine, it runs miles upon mlles, but

wvnen 1ts tail gets flnlshed, it stands.r
It is a needle. '

Ngehashe 1am 11ngwevu, limana lltshona 11vela-
Yinaliti kamashini xa- uthungayo. ‘

with a horse of mine, 1t 1s grey, it contlnually
disappears and appears .. ‘
It is the needle of a sewing machlne when .you are sew1ng.

Ndlnamfana wam, uneempundu e21mnyama uthi akutsiba
udonga luvaleke. ’
Yinaliti.

I have a young man 0£ mine, he has black buttocks,‘it_
happens that when he Jumps across dongas, the dongas

'-close Up.

It 1s a needle.

Ndinanto yam 1d1banlsa 11ndonga ngephanyazo.

'Ylnalltl.

I have a thing of'mine, it4COvefs dongas up in the

twinkling of an eye.

It is a needle.

Ndinanto yam itsiba’ kuvalek’llndonga.

I‘have_a;thing ofemine;’ when it jumps the dongas close.
It is a needle. | '

Ngehashe:lam elihamba linomsila litye libuye selingenawo.

Yinaliti.
By my horse, which goes w1th a tail and eats and comes

back w1thout 1t.'i_‘A -
It 1s a needle.‘

Ndinanto yam 1nentloko nonyawo olunye oluhlabayo.
Ngunotaka. ‘

I have a thing of mlne, it has a head and a foot that
prlcks.
It is a p1n.

Ndlnabafo bam babini bagawula 1hlath1 ballgqlbe ngemlnl.

N\
N
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’enye;

SlSlkere neenwele.

I have fellows of mine, they cut down a forest in one
day. ' _ '
'It is a pair of scissors and ‘the hair.

+ 310, Ndlnamntu wam uthl akugqlba ukutya athl "ngxe" :
‘Yimela engumgotywa.

I have a person of mlne, when she has flnlshed eating
she says "Ngxe'e ‘ ‘
'It is a clasp-knlfe.

311, Ndlnamntu wan utya atye aye ku21faka emfulenl.

' Ylmela. ‘ S

I have a person of mine,‘she*eats and eats and throWs.
herself in an open valley. '

It is a knife. ' o

312.,hNd1namntu wam, uthl akugqlba ukutya athi "nxa".
o Ylmela engumgotywa. ‘ '

I have a person of mlne, when he has Elnlshed ‘eating
he says "Nxa", (Thls is an exclamatlon of annoyance

and disgust). ' ' '

,It is a clasp-knife.

313« Ndlnamntu wan, nd1th1 ndakugqlba ukutya ndlmvalele
'etye31n1.
Al'Ylmelavengumgotywa.

,I'have a person of mine; when I have finished eating
“with hlm, I lock him up in a box.-

It 1s a clasp—knlfe. '

314.-;Nd1nanto yam ethi yakugqlba ukutya 131ke ithi "nxa" kum.
| gumgotywa. ‘ '
I have a thlng of mine whlch, wvhen I have glven it food,
turns and says: "Nxa" to me. ‘
It is a clasp-knife.
315. Ndlnamntu waim ungena e31z1ben1 engenanto aphume ethwele

1mpahla.
Licephe.



-316.

- 317.

165

I have a person of mine; he enters the river pond
hav1ng nothing and he comes out carrylng articles.

- It is a.spoon.

Ndinahashe lam lingena esitalini linesali_liphumeiv
lingenasali. o B
Licephe xa utyayo.

I have a horse o£~mine,,it,euters the stable with a
saddle on and leaves it without it.

‘It is a spoon when one eats..

Ndlnamntu wam ungathi umthume emlanJenl ellla ath1

'ngokubuya athi tu.

Yi-emele. P ‘

I have a person Of mine, when you send him he may go

to the river crying, but on his return he will be
,absolutely qulet.,
It is a bucket.

Ndinantombazana yam xa ndiyithuma emlanjeni iyalila
kodwa 1buye ithe cwaka.’»w 3

. Yi-emela ne51tya e31phakath1.

319.

320.

321. 

' I have a little girl of mine; when I send her to the

river, she'ériés but when she returns she is quiet.
It 1s the bucket and the basin inside.

Ndinanto yam iya emlanJenl 1111a ibuye 1thule.
Yl—emela. '

‘I have a thlng of mine, it goes to the river hungry and

returns quiet.
It is a bucket.

Ndlnanto yam 1ya emlanJenl ilambile 1buye 1h1uth1.
Yl—emela._' '

I have a thlng of mlne, it goes to the river hungry

-and returns qulet.

It is a bucket.

Ndinanto yam Iyallla yakulamba.'
; Yl—emela.

T have a thing of mlne, she cries when hungry.

It is a beaker.
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325.
" Yimbiza..
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327,

f"328.
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Ndlnamntu wam utswebhlle emazant51 mkhulu ngasentla.

VYl—emela.

"I have a person of mlne, her ‘bottom- is thln and her

top is big.
It is a bucket.

- Ndinamntu wam unenyawo‘ezintathu.

Yimbiza.

I have a person of mlne, she has three feet.
It is a pot.A ' ‘

Ndlnamntu wam unemllenze emlthathu kodwa akahambl ngayo.v
Ylmblza.A' ' |

I have a person of mine, she has three legs but she does

not walk on them. .

It is a pot.

‘Ngomntu wam uma ngemilenze emithathu.

By my person she Stahds-en three legs.

It is a pot.

Ngabafana abathathu abathwele isidlokolo.
Yimbiza. - '

By'three”gentlemen who carry head plumes.

It is a pot.

Ndlnamntu wam unes1qu nemllenze emlthathu 1sand1a 31nye,

- sishwabane 51g0b11e.

Ylmblza.

I have a person of mine, he is stout and has three legs,
he has one hand, it is withered and bent.
It is a pot. '

Ndinanto yam ikho kuyo yonke imizi ithandwa ngamavila.

Yimbiza. .

I have a thing of mine, it is present in every house,
it is even loved by lazy people. ‘
It is a pot. '

Ndlnanto yam okoko yavelayo 1£umana ubumnandl.
Yimbiza ifumana ukutyae.
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I have a thing of mine, ever since it was born it
receives nice things. ' S
It is a pot, as it receives food.

Ndlnamfa21 wam umnyama tshu, usilima kanJalo kuba
imilenze mlthathu, nobuxelegu unabo kuba uhlal ahlale

,abenemltshlthl kodwa 51mthanda noko kuba 31ph11a ngaye
~sisonke nje. ' ' ’
Yimbiza.

I have a woman OFf mlne, she is pltch black and deformed
as well because she has three legsy .she is slovenly
because she now and again has smudges on her but we love

her all the same, because we all 11ve through her.

“’WIt is a pot.

331.

332,

333,

334.

335,

4Y1nt1uzo.,

'Ndlnanto yam 1tya nge31su 1th1 yakuhlutha 1khuphe
. ngomlomo.,‘

Ylketlle.

I have a thing of mlne,'lt eats through “the: stomach and
'1t is full; it vomlts through the mouth. o
| It is a kettle., ' o

-delnaxhegwazana lam llblza abantwana xa 1lza kuchama.
 Yiketile xa iza kunklnklsha.

I have an old Woman of mine, she calls her children

~when she is about to urlnate.'
" It is a kettle when 1t is about to pour water.

Ndlnanto yam 1nengalo enye nomlomo.

}Ylkanl yomdoko.

© I have a thing of mlne, it has one arm and a mouth.

It is a can in which "amarhewu" is preserved.

Ndinasicaka sam sivana namanzi kodwa ngunotshe ukucoceka.
Yifadukwe. ‘

I have a servant of mine, she is fond of water but she
~ is never tidy. ' ' '

It is a dish cloth.
Ndinanto yam ivuza amanzi ngeembambo.

[

I have a thlng of mlne,‘ water escapes through its ribs.

It is a sieve.
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Ndlnamntu wan ayav1mba, ubandez uchltywa engallqabl.

;Ylkhabhatl 1flhla ukutya 1ngakuty1.“'

'“A_I have a person of mlne, she 1s stlngy, she prevents -

.others from gettlng red ochre from the plt and yet does

-~ not use it herself (i.e. she is a dog 1n the manger)

3374

338,

340,

. 341.'

'vf342;

It is a cupboard, ( _Ithhldes food though it does notn

eat

Ndlnaxhegwazana lam lifa llbhlnqlle.
Ngumtshayelo.f

I have an old woman ‘of mine, she dies w1th her 101n3» -
/\glrdled. " “," ;3o  EE s

It is. a broom.n

Ndlnanto yam 1ch1tha ngeembambo._

’Ylntluzo. '

I have a thlng of mlne, 1t uses 1ts rlbs for excretlon.
It is a 51eve. :

Ndlnahashe lam 11phala 11phale llphumle ebusuku.4 .

'Ngumtshayelo kuba usebenza 1onke 1xesha kukho 1nkunkuma.

I have a horseiof'mine,éithgalloPSvandfgallops and rests
-at night. o S ' - o
»It 1s a broom, 1t 1s used all the time when there 1s dlrt.,7

’Umakotl we21ndlu zonke.

Ngumtshayelo, akukho ndlu iswele umtshayelo.,

5The daughter-ln-law of every home.

It is a broom. -

AThere 1s no home that lacks a broom.-

NdlnamfaZ1 wam usebenza ellla.v
Lllltye 1oku51la.

- I have a woman of mlne, she works crylng everyday. -

It is a grlndstone.

Umntwana 0511eyo uc1nezela unina.

' Lllltye nembokothwe xa ku31lwayo.

A-naughty chlldﬁpresses its mother down. .
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}It is the grlndstones (the upper and the lower) when
- One grlnds.,

Ndlnamntu wam umi phezu kwe3131ba. '

’8151v1ngco seselwa.

}I have a person of mine, he is standlng on a pool.

It is the. 11d of the calabash.

344,

345,

Ndlnamntu wam ujlnga e5121ben1 e31mhlophe.‘
SlSlVlngCO seselwa. ' o

oI have a person of mlne, she dangles on a whlte pool.“

It is the 1id of a calabash.

dlnamntu wam unemllenze emine nengalo enye, 1m1thwalo

”iuylthwala ngeembambo.

erostlle.

I have a person of mlne, he has four -legs: and one arm,e

"he carrles his loads w1th hlS rlbs.'
- It is a grldlron.

: 346,f

,NdlnamaJonl am, mane athwala umnqwaz1 omnye.

‘,f,Imllenze yetaflle."'

I have soldlers of mlne, they are four, they carry one

‘ ', hat.

347,

'It 1s ‘the 1egs of the table.;~

delnamntu wam uhamba ez1ndongen1 akukho ndawo angayiyo
:‘kuyo. ' C

‘ hYlnalltl xa uthunga.v

348,

have a person of mine, he walks on the dongas, there
is not a 31ngle place where he does not go.
It is a needle vhen it sews. : ‘ '

Ndlnamntu wam ungc1b’11ndonga.
Ylnalltl Xa. uthunga.

T have a person of mine, she mends the dongas.

’iiIt is. a needle when one sews.

Ndlnamntu wam utya ekukhupha.

1L111tye lokusila.

I have a person of mlne, she eats and vomlts at the‘same‘
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vtlmeo . | .
".It is the grlndlng stone.

350. Ndlnaxhegwazana lam llchamela komolokazana.:‘
- Ylketlle xa unklnklsha..

I have an old woman of mine, she ufinates over’herA
daughter— in-laws. , ' -
It_lsvthe kettle when'pouring water.

. (ii) Toilet and Sleep1ng Materials

- 351, 'Ndlnahashe lam 11nemllenze emine kodwa allhambl, 11hamba'
| :.. ebusuku qha. '

- I have a horse of mlne, 1t has four legs but it does
not move, it is rldden at nlght only.
It is a bed. ’

's'352.ilNd1nahashe lam llqubha llqubhe emanz1n1 llphume
o libhityile. '
'.Ylsepha.""

")

o I have a horse of mlne, 1t swims: and swims in the water ;
‘ and comes out 1ean. ' . - '
T'It 1s soap. '

1353. Ndlnahashe Lam llthl lakuphala llxhaphe amagwebu. b
‘ .»Ylsepha.'

I have a. person of mlne, when 1t gallops it foams.
It is soap. R '

' 354.>'Nd1nanto yam ndlya nayo emseben21n1 1tyeb11e ndlbuye nayo
" ibhityile. S
Ylsepha.'

I have a thlng of mlne,'when I go to. work w1th 1t, it 1s
' fat and when I return w1th it it is lean. S '“y
It is soape. ' '

f‘355. ‘Ndinamfana wam utyeblle, uphuma kusasa aye kusebenza
| abuye emseben21n1 ebhltylle._ '
Ylsepha.

I have a young man of mine who is. fat; he goes out 1n
the mornlng to work and. returns from work lean.
It is soap. ' ‘
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Ndlnanto yam 1ya emlanJenl 1hluth1 1buye 1lamb11e.
Ylsepha.

I have a thlng of mine, it goes to the rlver belng full

e and returns hungry.

357

It is. soap.

Ndlnahashe 1am lltyeblle kodwa 11th1 ukuba ndlkhwele
1libhitye. SRR
Ylsepha."

I have a horse of mlne, 1t is fat but when I have rldden

it, 1t becomes lean.

It 1s soap.-'

Ndlnankomo yam 1tshon apha equeba 1tyeb11e, 1se1e amanzi
‘apho ibuye 1bh1ty11e. ’ , y

- Ylsepha./

.-35,9'.:'

~360.

361,
: : Ylpowu.bl- Cin e . R BERE:

I have a bullock of mlne, it dlsappears over here to-
wards the Sundays River belng fat it drlnks water

’ there and returns belng 1ean.;

It 1s soap.;~

Ndlqabela esapha ndlbuye ndlbhltylle. :

'Ylsepha._c"

I go over here and return lean.
It 1s soap. '

‘Ndlnamntu wam unama21nyo kodwa akahlafunl ngawo.
Yinkcaza.. : o

I have a fellow of mlne, he has teeth but he does not

dhew with them.

It is a comb.‘¥'

Ndlnamntu wam uyaflhlwa, uphuma xa kungekho bantu.

;.I have. a- person of mlne, he is hldden, he comes out when
"there are no people about.
It is a bed chamber.

Ndlnaslqholo sam somz1mba, 1xablso laso yipeni. .
Ylsoda. |

I have body perfume of mlne, its prlce is a penny.

. It 1s blcarbonate of soda.
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.363}‘ Ndlnanto yam - 1hamba 1hla1a yenz1we ngeentambo.
o ‘Lukhuko.v‘

I have a thlng of mlne, 1t 31ts anywhere and 1t is:
‘made of rope.

-It is a mat (A Xhosa mat made up of reeds) .

364, Ndlnahashe lam liphala llphale llJlke laphuke phakathl.,
 Yisepha xa 1phelayo."'

I have a horse of mlne, 1t gallops and gallops and
r‘breaks.v~;‘ . g A
- It is soap when 1t is- about to get finished.

‘-;;365.“Nd1nandodana yam imi ngeenyawo ez1ntathu kodwa 1hamba '

7ngonyawo olunye."'
mYlklllva.).

lflI have a young man of mlne, he stands on three feet but
‘he: walks on one foot.
}It is a wheelbarrow.

1,366;' Ndlnanto yam 1neenyawo e21ntathu kodwa 1seben21sa unyawo
' "kolunye. o o L
tYlklllva.

I have a thlng of mlne, 1t has three feet but it uses
only one.-
‘It is a Wheelbarrow.

. 3674 Ndlnasabhokhwe sam ubetha ngaso apha kodwa 151thonga'v
' ‘51vakale kude.

_Ngumpu.

ST have a SJambok of mlne, you hlt w1th 1t here but the
'sound is heard far away."‘ ’
It is a gun.

368,  Wasuz’ unlna wakhal’ umntwana. _ |
v Unlna ngumpu, umntwana ylmbumbulu.»'

' The mother passed wind and the child crled..
- The mother 1s a gun, the Chlld is a bullet

~v369'. delnamntu wam ndimthuma apha phambl kwam atsh ube mnye;gn
 atsho lee! ' ‘
Ngumpu, kuba uwuthlya apha, 1mbumbulu 1Jube kude.»
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l have a person of mine; I send him here, in front‘qf
me, he takes a long jump and lands far away. ‘

It is. a gun because you flre it here and the bullet
-vlands far away. ‘ '

Ndlnankuku yam 111115ela ngom31la.
Ngumpu xa udubulayo..

I have a fowl of- mlne, 1t cackles through 1ts tall.

It 1s a gun when 1t shoots.

Ndlnazulu lam.lezandla.
Ngumpu. ‘ | '

- I have thunder and llghtnlng of hands.
It is a gun.

Ndinaliso lam lithi xa ndibheka endle lijonge ekhaya.'

’ Ngumpu.

I have an eye of mlne, when I go to the veld, it goes

‘home. )
,It is a gun.

dlnasongololo lam llluma ngom51la./
.Slsabhokhwe.

'I have a mllllpede of mine, 1t bltes w1th 1ts tall.

It is a sjambok.

5Nd1namntu wam odla elele ngecala.

erhenqa.

I have a Fellow of mlne, he /hhd7 eats lylng on . hlS 31de{n

It 1s a 31ckle.l"'

Ndinamntu wam uya e51bayen1 elila abuye ethe cwaka."

‘thhunga.

I have a person of mine, he goes to the cattle kraal
crylng, but when he returns he is quiet. s
It is the mllk pail. ' ‘

Ndlnabafo bam bathi emini balale ngokuhlwa bavuke.
‘Ylmlvalo. '

T have fellows of mlne, durlng the day they sleep and
at nlght they wake up.
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It is the wooden bars used for. closing the cattle kraal'

(durlng the day they are 1owered and at. nlght they are

. put up).

377.

- Ngomntu. yam oxhoblleyo, athi ‘xa sel’ efunza 131kha11
zakhe az1lande phaya, - ze ac1nezele utshaba 1wakhe

ngesisu.

SlSlgu.

| TW1th a person of mine who is - armed.k It7happens when

378,

379,

380. N

381,

1382,

latshone.'

he attacks he throws his weapons away, he holds the
" enemy down with his stomach.

It is a trap.

.Ndlnamntu wam uhamba elele ngecala.
‘ lehuba xa kullnywa ngalo._

I have.a person_of mine; he moves while,lying on his
Sldeo o ‘ ‘ ' - ‘

It is a plough when 1t 1s belng used for ploughlng.

Ndlnabantu bam bablnl bayasukelana omnye ubaleka phant31v
kwamanzi omnye ngaphezulu. o ‘ o
Lo ubaleka phant31 kwaman21 ungasemva umana ukuvela abe

s

 Sisikali nev111 lekhuba.

I have people of mine, they are two, they chase each

‘other; - one runs under the water, the other above. The

one- runnlng under the water is behlnd, contlnually
appearlng (above the surface) and disappearing.

;It is the ploughshare and the wheel of a plough.‘vov

gomntu wam- apho anyathela khona kuphuma umthombo.

'Ngumkhonto Xa ugwazile ngawo kuphuma 1ga21.,

S With a person of mlne, when he treads a fountaln flows.;‘
‘It is a spear; when you have stabbed w1th 1t blood Elows.

Ngom£a21 othi xa eyakusebenza angxole.

~Y1nqwelo. -

- With a woman who scolds when he goes to work.

It is. a Wagon.

Ndlnamabhaku mabini ashiywa 21ngqeqe ez1mb1n1.

Amavili engwelo. -
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I haVe'two tiny dogs of mine which two pointers cannot

reach.
It is the front wheels of a wagon.

Ndinandoda yam eyonqena kunene, 1tya 1tye 1th1 yakugqlba'

E 1lale.v
‘Ylmvubu.

I have: a man of mlne, he is very lazy, he- eats and eats
and when he has flnlshed he sleeps. N

4 It 1s ‘a sjambok.

Ndlnantaka yam 1namaph1ko kodwa aylkwa21 kubhabha.
Ylsall yehashe.

I have a b1rd of mlne, ‘it has wings but it 1s unable to

fly.

It is the saddle of a horse.

Ndlna21n3a zam 21ne 21sukela umvundla 21ngasoze

"Amav111 eriqwelo asukela 1de51boom.f

Four . dogs keep on the track of a hare w1thout ever
catch:Lng 1t . o
These are the Eour wheels of a wagon whlch follow the~

' shaft.

| ertlng and Readlng Materlals

387,

388,

‘Ndlnamntu wam ugenggwa 5131khun1 somth1 ucanda 1tha£a
 elimhlophe utshlca amathe aluhlaza.

Ylfountaln pen Xa ubhalayo.'

I have a person of mine, he 1s rolled by a whlte Sthk

‘he. crosses a white plain, and he spits blue salivas
It is a fountaln pen when one writes.

'Ndlnabafo bam bayathula 1m1nqwa21 xa baza kusebenza
"kuphela. :

Lu31ba lokubhala (Fountaln pen)

I have fellows of mlne, ‘they remove thelr hats only -
‘when they are about to work. '
- It 1s a Eountaln pen.:

Ndlnamthl wam ndakuwugawula, amasebe awo ayakuwa kwenye
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idolophu.
Yileta.

‘I have a person of mlne, when I fell it 1ts branches

»fall in another town.
It is. a letter.

Ndlnant31m1 yam ndlylllma ngezandla, ndlylvune ngamehlo.:

"Ylncwadl yona uylbhala ngesandla.uylfunde ngamehlo.,

I have a ‘field of mlne,’I plough it w1th the hands and

~ reap it with the eyes.

390.

It 1s a letter, for one wrltes it w1th the hands and

. reads it w1th the eyes.‘

'Ngomfana wam uthetha kuba esele. »

1e‘Lu51ba lokubhala.

By my gentleman who speaks because he has drunk.

It is the wrltlng pen.,-v

| Telegraphlc and Electrlcal Appllances,; Lamps and Matches

391. N

392,

393.

S 394,

genyoka yam oylchukumlsa em91len1 1ntloko 1guquke ibe

~ bomvu kanti umthetho wayo 1mhlophe.
 Ngugesi. - - DU

By my snake, Wthh you touch at the tall the head\»

turns red whlle it is, in fact, whlte. -

It is electr1c1ty. .

~Ngomntu onemisesane kodwa akanamlnwe.“p
‘yibhokisi yemfonomfono.

By my person who has weddlng rlngs, but has no flngers.
It is a. telephone box. ' T '

Ndinabantu bam bavathe e21mhlophe bathwele 11qh1ya

-e21mnyama. .
: Y1m1c1nga yematshlsl.

‘rI have pe0ple of mlne, they are wearlng whlte clothes :v
w1th black head cloths on thelr heads. .
‘ These are matches.

. Ndlnabantu bam bathwele 11tawu11 e21nkulu.
4Y1m101nga yematshlsl.
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- 398.
o YlmatSh151.

399.

- 400,
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llhave people of mine; they have bightovels on their
heads.. ' ‘ | L . -

:It is- matches.f

Ndlnamntu wam uthanda 1sk1rt e51mhlotshana neblouse '

‘ebumnyama.
'Ylmatshlsl.

I have a person of mlne, she likes a whlte sklrt and

a black blouse.,
It is matches.

Ndlnabakhwetha bam bambethe 11ngubo ez1mhlophe ‘baza

‘bathwala 11qh1ya e21mdaka.l,v.'
"Y1m1c1nga yematshlsl. '

I have 1n1t1ates of mlne, they have whlte blankets and :
brown head cloths on.
It is matches.r

Ndlnanto yam 1nomnqwaz1 obomvu.r

Ngumc1nga wematshlsl.,

' I have a thlng of mlne,'lt has a red hat.
:It is a match.

Ndlnamntu wam unama21nyo amhlophe nent51n1 e21mdaka.

I have a person of mlne, he has whlte teeth and brown
gums . ‘ ' ' ‘

JIt is matches.~,h

Ndlnabantu bam banethya ez1thekwane.'

'Ylmatshlsl.

I have people of mine, they have head cloths whose

A'colour is llke that of a hammer—head. '
‘It 1s matches.

'Ndlnabantu ban bakhwele enqwelenl bonke banx1be 11qh1ya:
ezimdaka. - o

Ylmatshlsl.

I have’ people of mlne, they are dr1v1ng 1n a wagon, all"_“v
"‘of them have brown head cloths on._ '

They are matches.%
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Ndlnabantwana bam abafanayo ngemlzlmba nangeentloko,v‘

““akukho namnye wahluklleyo kubo. -

02,

" Ylmatshlsl.

I have chlldren of mlne, who are allke in thelr bodles,
there is no one among them who is different from others.

._It 1s matches.

delnamntu wam ufakwa ebhoklslnl ehleli, kodwa akukhutshel—dj‘
S wa ngaphandle uyafa.
 Ngumcinga wematshisi.

I have a person of mlne, he is put 1n a box allve but

: _when he is taken out he dies.

403,
© yinto nje..

It is a match.

Ndlnamntu wam, 1ntloko 1nku1u, akanangalo, akanamlenze

‘j?Ngumc1nga.

404,

405.

406,

407.

I have a person of mlne, the head is blg, he has no arms,
'Lhe has no 1egs, he 1s a shapeless mess.i
It is a’ match. '

iNdlnabafo bam banc1ph11e, 11ntloko zlmnyama.
.Ylmatshlsl. ' B )

'I have fellows of mlne, they are lean, thelr heads are
ksblack. o ' SR

It is matches.~A

Ndlnanto yam akugq1th1 ungaylkhabanga. L

"quokobhe lematshlsl.

I have a thlng of mlne, you do not pass 1t w1thout

{klcklng ite

It 1s a matchbox.'

Ndlnabantu bam banx1be 1lokhwe e21mhlophe nemlnqwa21

iemdaka,
,Yimatshisi.

I have people of mlne, they are dressed in whlte dresses
and brown hats. ‘ ‘
They are matches.'

Ndlnabantu bam emlnl ‘bayafa ngorhatya bavuke.'
ZlZlbane. o
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- ajonge.

409,

- 19

,‘I have people of mlne, durlng the day they dle and

at dusk they rlse.
It is lamps.

Ndinamntu‘yam'uthi akulamba‘acimele'athifakuhlUtha i

SlSlbane 51th1 sakungablnamafutha 31ngavuth1, athl
akufakwa 31vuthe. ‘ ‘

I have a person of mlne,vlt happens that when he is
hungry, he closes hlS eyes and when he is satlsfled he
1ooks. 2 R _

It is a lamp;" when 1t has no 011 it does not burn,;and
when 0il 1s put in it burns.so ' ’

v Ndlnamntu wam othi angaseben21 xa.- kungekho nto e51sw1n1.’-
‘ ,SlSlbane separaffln.-,' IR

;I have a person of mine who does not work when hlS | o
;fstomach is’ empty. L o '
_It is a paraffln lamp.r S

~?Ngento yam etya amathumbu ayo._.'
~ SlSlbane separaffln. . '

' ;By a thlng of mlne who eats hls own 1ntest1nes.

411,'

412,

413.

,,It is a- paraffln lamp...

;Ndlnabantu bam basebenza ebusuku kuba ababl namandla
emini. ' '

ZlZlbane kuba 21khanylsa ebusuku.:-

I have people of mlne, they work at. nlght because they
do not have strength dur:Lng the day.‘

It is lamps: because they are llghted at nlght.

Ndlnamntu wam umhloPhe uth1 akutshlswa allle.

‘lehandlela.

I have a person of mlne, when he 1s burnt he cr1es. _

It is a candle.

'Ndlnamntwana wam ndlmbetha ade aphele tu.

e lehandlelay

I ‘have a Chlld of m1ne,_'I beat-him‘until_he}getsf

flnlshed.‘

It is a candle.
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,Ndlnamntwana wam ndakumbetha uphel’ emehlwenl.
,lehandlela.

I have a Chlld of mlne, vhen I beatrher'she vahishes.

It 1s a candle. o

UNdlnanto yam 1mnyama, Xa 1sebenzayo 1bomvu xa 1gq1blleyo

1gwangqa.
Ngamalahle kalollwe.

I have a thlng of mlne, 1t is black when 1t 1s worklng
flt 1s red, and. wheh it has Elnlshed it is grey.
‘It is the coal of a traln.'? - ‘

‘ Clothes, Ornaments and - Footwear

416.'

417,

.‘Ndlnanto yam 1neenyawo e21ntathu kodwa ay1kwaz1 kuhamba.

Ylyadl.

I have a thlng of mlne, it has three feet but 1t cannot
walk. 5: :
_‘It 1s a yard of clothe

,Ndlnaqhosha lam 1exablso kodwa akukho mntu oqhoboshayofjl'

ngalo.

‘Licici.

I have a valuable button of mlne, but nobody uses 1t for S
buttoning." L ' '

It is an ear-ring.

V‘Ndlnamntu wam unolw1m1 kodwa akathethl.

SlSlhlangu.

I have a person of mlne, he has a tongue but he does |

1'not speak.

oIt is a shoe..

419,
' " bakhamisile. .

Ndlnabafo bam bablnl emini batya 1nyama, ebusuku

ZlZlhlangu.'

I have fellows of mlne, they are two, durlng the day

| they eat meat but durlng the nlght they are open—mouthed.
VfThey are shoes. |

;Ngento yam1 ethl "hamba sohlangana ngaphamblll"’

lehantl.‘
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By my thlng that says. "Go, we“Will,meetfin_front“.
It is a belt. : o

Ngento yam 1ngqukuva 131nga Pphantsi: komz1 osellwenl..

' LlClCl. ‘

By my thlng whlch is round and hangs under a kraal 1n,_y
the kloof. ’

vItAis an ear-ring. .

’Mu31cal Instruments o

422,

: "._‘4"23’

'Eoodf

Ngembambo 21kaSathana._

Yikostini. .
By the:ribs of satan.
It is the concertlna.

Ngento yam xa uylbetha 1khala ngamazw1 amathandathu.

HSlSlnggCl.n

'thy my thlng whlch when you h1t 1t,_cr1es 1n 51x v01ces.~,;d
'“It 1s ‘the gultar. : S

and Drlnks,, Plges and Tobacco

5 424.]‘
-~ Lugcado emblzenl.

425,
426,

427,
‘ lenkobe.‘

NgamaXhosa am axhentsa e51glngq1n1.k

:kW1th Xhosas of mlne, they dance in a hollow.
It 1s malze roastlng 1n a pot.'

uNdlnabakhwetha bam ‘baxhentsa e51g1ngq1n1.
.lenkobe zombona omhlophe. ‘

I have 1n1t1ates of mlne, they dance 1n a hollow.~'f

It 1s whlte mealles cooked whole.'

Ndlnamantombazana am enza unometyu ekoy1n1.4

sZ11nkobe emblzenl.

T have glrls of mlne, they are danc1ng in the grain store.'
It is whole maize cooked in the pot. '

Ndlnabantu bam baxhentsa e5121ben1.

I have people of m1ne, they are dan01ng in a pool.
It is cooked maize.



428,

I have a person of mlne, he cries w1thout belng beaten. E -
It is maize b0111ng whlle it is belng cooked. o

430,

'182:

Ndlnamntu wam ukhala engabethwanga.

‘Zlnkobe eZ1b11ayo.

»Ndlnabantu bam baxhentsa emhadini.
: Ngumbona xa kugcadwa. .

AI have people of mine, they dance in a hole.

'It is malze when roasted.

;Ndlnabantu bam bablle bamanzi bayaxhentsa bafunyenwe .

21ntshaba.

”‘rrZ11nkobe xa z1b11a emblzenl 21£unyenwe ngumlllo. o

'f'I have people of mlne, they are sweatlng heav1ly, they‘?

'vare danc1ng and are persecuted by the enemles.v
";It is cooked malze b0111ng 1n a pot which 1s burnt by

"~the fire.

431,

1Nd1namaqanda am axhuma—xhuma e51glngq1n1. o

"lenkobe xa 21blla emblzenl.

I have eggs of mlne, they are Jumplng in a hollow.

R It is malze b0111ng in a POt-

© 432,

;Ndlnankomo yam 1ngena ebuhlanti 1ngena31khumba 1phume

1naso.

'Slsonka e51bhak1weyo.

T have a bullock of mine, 1t goes 1nto the kraal w1thout

hv_hav1ng a hide, but comes out with one.

433,

It is baked bread.‘

;,Ndlnahashe lam ndlllfaka e51ta11n1 11mhlophe llphume

llbomvu.

o Slsonka e51bhak1weyo.'

. 434.

‘I have a horse of mlne, I put it 1nto the stable whlte,'
and it comes out red.

It 1s bread whlch has been: baked.

Ndinamntu wam ndlmthuma emhlophe abuye entsundu.<

uslsonka xa 51bhak1weyo.

I have a. person of mlne, when I send him he is whlte but

~ when he returns he is brown.

- It 1svbread.when baked.
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.Ndinagusha zam ndizifaka ediphini zibuye zinemivumbo.

leonka kw1rostlle.

I have sheep of mlne, I take them to the dippiﬁg"tank;

they~come out with swollen marks.

‘It is bread in a gridiron.

Ndinandiu'yam ayinamnyango ayinafestile,‘_

_quanda.,

‘I have a house of mlne, it is White,,land_haé;no_door,
"and no window. o L
It 1s ‘an egg.‘”’

Ndlnanto yam ndlylphosa phezulu 1mhlophe 1th1 yakuwa,v
’-phant51 1bemthumb1.

'I have a thlng of mlne, I throw 1t up Whlte and when 1t
. falls, it becomes yellow._~ '

:f”It is an. egg.

438,

‘“ﬁf;esh;is 1n51de.;;

439..

440,

441;

*It'ié‘anvegg.

Ndlnamntu wam unamathambo ngaphandle, 1nyama 1ngaphakath1.
quanda. \ ‘

LeI;have,a person of mlne,,he has bones on the out31de and

Ndinantoﬁyam 1thambo 11gqume 1nyama.;

; Liqanda; .

T have afthlng of mlne, the bone covers the meat.

It is an egg.

‘Ndadl’ 1ngxowa ndalahl amanz1mba.

Lulusu._.

I ate the bag and threw away the corn.~
It 15 trlpe. ‘

Ndlthenga 1ngxowa yomgubo ndlze ndlwuchlthe umgubo ndltye‘
ingxowa. ‘ ' B '

» Lulusu lungekaqhaqhwa, kuze lakuqhaqhwa kuchlthwe
:okuphakathl. : ,

I buy a bag of meal and then throw meal away and eat the

'tbag.'

It 1swtr1pe before it has been opened and when it is

opened the contents are spllt out.



442,

444,

184

Ndinambona wam ndiwuthenga evenkileni ndiwuchithe

'nditye;ingXOWa;
.Lulusu.-.

I have malze oE mine, I buy 1t Erom the shop, throw it

\away and then eat the bag.
It is trlpe.‘

Ndlnanqwelo yam 1m11e kodwa 131pan1 31yahamba.

’ Inqwelo llthanga 131pan1 ngumllbo.

I have a wagon of mlne, 1t is standlng but the team
5_moves.

The wagon 15 a pumpkln, the team 1s the vine.

Ndlnant31m1 yam ndlylllma ngokwam 131ke yenze abantu

‘h,baxabane.

>Y1m1thombo xa 1fakwe etywalenl yenza abantu balwe.,

I have a fleld of mlne. I plough it myself and 1t

445,
o ~vlunglsa ndlmcole wondlbangela 11ntlungu.

446,

turns and makes people quarrel.
It is "1m1thombo" whlch is added to beer and makes people:k
“flght. ‘ ‘ ' ’

Ndlnamhlobo ‘wam undomelezayo, ukuba andlmcoklsl ukum—_»v

kKukutya.;

I have . a frlend of mine who strengthens me, if I do not

'fprepare him carefully and grlnd him flne, he causes me
"very much pain. '
- It is food.

Ndlnanto yam ndlylthanda kakhulu kodwa emva- kwethutyana

';_lyandlthukuthezela, 1th1 yakugqltha ndlbe ndlylnqwenela.

,QKukutya emlonyenl.,

- I have a thlng of mlne, I ‘love 1t very much but after
‘a time - it bores me, but when it has passed, I de31re 1t f
,agaln. ‘ '

It is food when one is sated,vand one does not want 1t,'f

| but when one becomes hungry, one desires 1t agaln.

' Ndinanto yam: 1hamba 1hambe 1th1 ty1b11111.

. I have a thlng of mine, it goes and goes and sllps.4
| fIt is food 1n the mouth. '
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454,
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Ndinabafo bam balwa idabiiesigingqini.
fﬂKukutya okuphekwe emblzenl.’

,.I have fellows of mlne, they are flghtlng a battlenin»i
',the hollow. : ‘ '

It 1s food cooked in the pot.

Ndlnamntu wam, utya ngentloko aphefumle‘hgomsila.
Yinqawa;v ' SR

I have a person of mine, he eats w1th the head and
;breathes through the tail.

It 1s a plpe.

MODERN INSTRUMENTS AND MEANS OF COMMUNAL TRANSPORT o

_Ndlnanto yam 1baleka e31bhakabhaken1.‘
: Ylnqwelontaka. ’

I have a thlng of mlne, 1t runs on the sky.,
It 1s an aeroPlane." ” ’

Ndlnamntu wam akanantloko, akanandlebe akanamlomo kodwa

-uyathetha, unamehlo kodwa akabonl.

Ngunomathotholo.

‘I have a person of mlne, he has no. head, no ears,*no
mouth but he speaks,, he has eyes but he is unable to
see. ’
It is a radlo.’

Ndlna51lo sam: 51vuka kowaso 31lamb11e 51hambe 3191nya
abantu endlelenl 31hambe 1thutyana s1g1nye abanye,
abanye sibakhuphe. ‘

_.YlbhaSlr

I have a wild beast of mine, it wakes up hungrv, leaves

'home and swallows people on the say; it goes for a while
‘and swallows some agaln, and vomits’ others.

It is a bus.

Ndlnanto Yy am 1thwala abantu ngeembambo.l
Ngulollwe.

I have a thlng of mlne,'lt carrles people wlth 1ts rlbs.
- It is a train.. ‘

Ndlnamntu wam, unamehlo kodwa akabonl ubonelwa ngomnye.-
Ylmoto., ‘ '
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.I have a person of mlne, he has eyes but he cannot see
' and somebody sees for hlm.
,JIt is a bus.

Ndlnanyoka yam 1nde inkulu kuzo zonke ez11apha emhlabenl.
SlSlporo 31ka1011we.

I have a snake of mine, 1t 1s the longest and blggest of

.all snakes 1n thls world.

It is the rallway line.

Ndlna21m lam llbonakala ngothull llngekavell.

g Ylmoto.

‘gI have a cannlbal of mlne, you see dust before it appears.

. It 1s a car.

© 457+

,Ndlnamntu wam unomkhltha ngokwenkabl yehashe.
,Ngulollwe.

I have a person of mlne, he 1s ‘as handsome as a horse.

‘”-‘It is a tra1n.\~

458,

459,
"aylluml." o
lemoto.~ N L

460,
‘-Y1Aeroplane. .

461. .

iNdlnanto yam 1bona ngellso ellnye._.
,Ngulollwe.‘» o ) ' L

"I have a thlng of mlne, 1t sees w1th only one eye.»~

It is a traln.p

Ndinanja yam ryavungama kodwa ndakuylbetha 1hambe ?.

I have a dog of mlne, 1t roars but when I beat 1t it

goes and does not blte.

It is a car.

‘Ndlnaxhalanga lam llglnya umntu llwele naye ulwandle.

I have a vulture of mlne, it swallows a person and crosses

k_the sea with him. v
Tt is an aeroplane..

Nd1nankos1kaz1 yam 1yak1k1zela yakuflka em21n1 wayo. ,

:8131t1mela xa 31£1ka e31khululwen1.

I have a w1fe of mlne, she cheers when she arrlves at
‘her house.
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It is a boat When arr1v1ng at the harbour.

‘Ndlnanto yam 1ngesuka eRhlnl iye eKapa 1thwele abantu,
»kodwa aylnamgaqo. ' '

YlAer0plane. :

I have a thing of mlne, it can leave Grahamstown and 2
go to Cape Town carrylng people, but it has no road

,It is an aeroplane.

Ndlnamntu wam uhleba nomntu angambonlyo.v

lemEonomfono.

‘I have a person of mlne, she g0331ps w1th a person Whom
~ she does not see. & ' v

It 1s the telephone.'

Ndlnamntu wam ullxokl uthwal 11ndaba azisus eNgllanl
azizis apha. ' ‘

.jNgunomathotholo;

I have a person'of mine, he is a liarj he carries news

from England and brlngs it here.

h It 1s the radio.

Ndlnasongololo lam llflle kodwa 11hamba nam.
Ngulollwe., ' '

I have a mlllipede‘of;mine,eit is dead'bntvit‘goesfwithe
me. e B ' -

It 1s a traln.

~Nd1nant51klzl 1yarhuluba.

Ngulollwe xa abaleka emgaqwenl.

I have a ground hornbill, it crawls on its belly.

fIt 1s the traln when 1t runs on 1ts ralls.

Ngomfazi. wam okha21 llngafezwayo.
Ngulollwe., ' o

with a woman of mine whose lobola cannot be completed.

,It‘is a train. -(You have~to~pay everytime'you board it).

'Ndlnamntu wam akahambl engachukunylswanga.z'
ngumaShlnl. '

I have a person of mlne, he does not move w1thout belng
-touched. :



469,
| o Ylmoto.. ST S o - : v...'

470,
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. It is a machine.

:Ndlnamntu wam akac1ng1 kuthetha engachukunylswanga._“

I have a person of mlne, he w1ll not speak unless he
has been touched.
It is a motor-car.

Ndlnandlu yam 1hamba nam.'
Ylmoto. ' '

~>.7I have a house of mlne, 1t goes w1th me.,

471,

4720

It is a motor—car.

.Ndlnamblza yam 1vuthlswa kukubaleka.
Y1moto. R '

I have a pot of mlne, it is smade to cook bybrunnihg,

"It is a motor—car.'

.NdlhaSldudu sam 31dla 1nt31mb1 3121gq1be.-"

]‘Y1Petrol. _

"4732

“I have a porrldge of mlne, 1t eats 1ron and flnlshes 1t..~-
It is petrol. ' ' ' -

TNdlnamoto yam yasoloko 1nyuka 1qh1na.>

Y1Pr1mus Stove.»

A',I have a car of mlne, it is always cllmblng a steep

474,

475.

. place.

It 1s a prlmus stove.

Ndlnabantu bam bablnl bayahamba omnye akabonl, uyabuza

~ ukuba Siyaphi ngoku, SlyaphlO
'ngamav111 ebhaylseklle.

T have people of mlne, there are two of them, they are
vwalklng._ One is blind and asks' "Where are. we g01ng -
© now, where are we 901ng"° o : )
It is the wheels of a blcycle.l”

- Ndinanto yam aylyo yam ndendwa 111h111h111 kodwa |

aylna21nyawo.
Ylmall.

I have a thing of mlne, 1t is not mine alone, it is a

vagabond but it has no feet
It is money.:
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476. Ndinanto yam 1bamba ngentloko 1m1n1 yonke.

_M8131khonkwane.

I have a thing of mine, 1t holds w1th 1ts head the o
vhole day.
It 1s.a nail.

. Roads, Bridges. Beacons, DBells, Coffins, etc.

477 « Ndinamfo wam uhl’enyuka akhweze kodwa akashukumi.f
Y1ndlela.k ' ;
I have a fellow of m1ne, he goes up and down and across

- but he does not move.
It is a road. '

478, Ndinanto. yam 1yahamba kodwa aylshukuml.f
o Ylndlela.

1 have a fellow of mlne, it travels but 1t does not move.
It is a road. ‘ R

) 479. Ndlnanto yam 1suka eMontl iye eBhayl 1ngakhange 1shukume."
- Ylndlela.‘ ' ‘

I have a thlng of mine, it leaves East London and goes
to Port Ellzabeth without hav1ng moved.?n
It is the road. |

480, ‘Ngomntu wam angathl elapha abe eseLusuthu.
" Ylndlela. - '

V'Wlth a person of mlne, who, whlle here, can be 1n
dLesotho as well. ‘
It is a road.;

481, Ndlnanto yam imi kwantl.A
Ylbhakanl.‘ o

,I have a thlng of mlne, 1t is standlng in- the veld.
It 1s ar beacon. ' '

482, Ndlnamntu Wam uhlell kwantl ethafenl akathethl namntu.
Ylbhakanl.» :

T have a person of mlne, he 1s sitting in the veld ~he
talks to no one.. .
It 1s_a ‘beacon.
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: 483; Ndlnamfaz1 wam - ume ethafenl unx1be 1qh1ya emnyama.
T Ylbhakanl.

T have a woman of mlne, she 1s standlng 1n the veld w1th‘
a black head cloth on. .
It is a beacon..

484, ‘Ndinamntwana wam ume yedwa kwantl Waluse 1nkomo ecalenl
_f,kwehlath1kaz1.’ ‘ '
' 'Ylbhakanl.-

I have a Chlld of mlne, ‘he. is standlng alone in the
g forest he is 1ook1ng after cattle near a large forest
It is a beacon.

L]

R 485, rNgomntu wam umi ethafenl uthwele 1qh1ya emnyama unx1be
' : _1lokhwe emhlophe." C
‘sYlbhakanl. 3

- y my person, he is standlng alone in the veld w1th a
. black head cloth and a whlte dress on. '
It is. a beacon. '

486,-;Nd1nanto yam 1khala kuve nOPhl—Phl—Phl._
: *%lent31mb1. R

I have a thing of mlne, ‘when it cries- 1t is heard by
- -everybody eveh.those who are far away.
It is a bell. ‘ '

: - 487. “Ndlnagwala lam ndlllbetha llkhale kuve nOPhl—phl—phl.‘
’ Yintsimbi. |

I have a coward of mlne, when I beat h1m he cries and -
is heard by everyone, even those who are far away.
“It is a bell.

488, Wayenza waylthenglsa, owayenzayo zange aylseben21se
T owaylseben21sayo zange aylbone.
lebhOlel yomngcwabo.v

He made it and sold 1t the one who made it dld not use
it, the one ‘who used 1t did not see 1t.
It is. a coffin. -

G. LOCATIVE IDEAS : PLACES, CHURCHES, SCHOOLS HOUSES ETC.

489, Ndlnamntu wam unamathumbu athethayo._t
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Yindlu enabantu phakathi.t

I have a person of mine, his 1ntest1nes speak. n

It is a house w1th people 1n31de.

Ndinanyoka yam 1glnya abantu mlhla le iphinde 1bakhuphe.
ngumbl le31kolo.

I have a’ snake of mlne, it swallows people everyday

and vomlts them out. again.

B ﬁIt‘is a classroom.’

492,

493,

VNgendlu yamav1la. ‘ -
: Bubuhlantl benkomo, e21tshaye11 ekusenl namatshona.‘

Wlth a house of 1azy people.

- It 1s the cattle kraal; they do not sweep 1n the'
-mornlng and at sunsetl.

»Ndlnamntu wam abakhe abantwana ubagc1na emathunjini
- nokuba sebengakananl na.
1Y1ndlu egc1na abantu phakathl.

- I have a person of mlne, his chlldren he keeps in hls'

1ntest1nes, no matter how many they are.

‘It 1s a house which keeps people in it.

.Ndlnamntu wanm, soloko ndlmnyathela kodwa akakhalaZ1‘

nakanye. .

:Ylndlu phant51.

I have a person of mlne, T am always treadlng on hlm but

‘he does not complaln even once.

e It 1s the floor of a house.

494,

495-

Ndlnak031ka21 yam, ihlala yodwa 1vek1 yonke, 1h1angana
nabantu ‘kabini nakathathu ngevekl._ ‘

.Ylndlu yeCawa..

T have a woman of mine, she stays alone the .whole week
- she meets people twice or thrlce a week.
‘It 1s a church ‘building.

.Ndlna21du11 zam . 21mhlophe 21kulo lonke ellmlweyo.

le1nd1u zeCawa.

I have antheaps of mlne, they are Whlte they are all

"over the 1nhab1ted world. . .
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They are church buildings.

496, Ndinanto yam 11anga 11khanya~n3e kanye kuyo llngabe_
11khanye.
Lingcwaba.
I have a‘thingkof mine, the sun just shines in‘it once
and never shines again.'-
It is a grave.
497." NgeXhego lomzi. .
e "leala._

W1th the old man of the home.
It is the rubblsh heap.

498. Ndlna31q1thana sam ekudltyanwa kuso ngokwe31ko 1e31Xhosa.
'~ Yinkundla.

"I have an open space of mine where gatherlngs are held
accordlng to_ Xhosa custom. ‘
It is the "1nkundla" (ngh Court)

’,499.,,Nd1nanto yam 1thanda ukubuthelwa ngabantu kodwa ithi
'yakugula ndlylceklse.,_, : .
"lelko xa: 11baswayo, abantu bayallthanda lakuc1ma -
'bangallnakl. |

I have a thlng of mine, people llke to gather round 1t

but when it is ill they loathe it. . N

It is a flre—place, when there is fire burnlng people

like it, but when the fire is. out they do not- take any
: notlce of it. '

'500. ~Nd1na81kepe sam 31m1 echwebeni.
NguSpantowu xa uvela ngaseAberdeen.

I have a Shlp of mlne, it is standlng at the docks.
‘It is Spandouskop ‘when. you approach from Aberdeen.

| 501."Nd1nabafo bam, bayaxhentsa, banamfo uxhentsa. ngentloko.,
‘ngqlll. , o ' o
- I have felloWS'of mine;'they'arefdancing,'they,haveja
- fellow who dances on his head. ’

-It is the Orange River, because it Elows to the West
while all the other rlvers flow to the Bast.
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:TIME WATCHES AND CLOCKS

502.

503.

504.

‘505;

dlnamntu warm wafa kudala kodwa uyaphlla ngaphakathl.‘

© Yiwotshi.

I haveva~per50n of mine, he passed away long ago but
“he is alive 1n31de. ' ’

It is a watch.

Ndlnamntu wa akadlnwa kukusebenza ubusuku nem1n1

‘ngaphandle kokuba angafa ukuze angaseben21.

Ylwotshl.‘

"I have a person of mlne, he does not get tlred of worklng,'
he works day and nlght, it is only death whlch can stop |

him from worklng.,
It is a watch. '

Ndlnamthl wam unamasebe amane kuze kulo mth1 kuphlnde '

._kubekho amasetyana allshuml namblnl.

I have a tree of mlne, 1t has four leaves, in thls same

~ tree there are agaln twelve 1ea£lets.

Ngunyaka, 11kota ez1ne kunye nenyanga e21llshum1

“ellne31b1n1.

It 1s the year, 1ts four quarters»and twelve months.

Ndlnamthl wam unamasebe allshuml.ellnamblnl.‘ Kula

;masebe Xukho 121ndlu zentaka ezine kw1sebe ngallnye. Lo

mthi wahlukene kane nJengokuba unamasebe allshuml -

“ellnamblnl nje. . S ;
Lo -mthi unamasebe a11—12- Ngunyaka. = Ezi zindlu zine :
21vek1 ezenza 1nyanga.‘ Oku kwahlukana kane 21kota

R ezenza unyaka.

506.

I have a tree of mine, it has twelve leaves.' There'is a
bird's. nest in. each “leaf. This tree 1s d1v1ded into .
four apartments as 1t has twelve branches.

The tree with twelve 1eaves is the year.

‘The four bird nests are the weeks of - a month.

The four apartments are the quarters of the year..“

: Ndlnamlthl yam 1llshum1 ellnamblnl.»]' Emthlnl ngamnye

kukho indlwane. e21ne, endlwaneni ‘nganye kukho amaqanda
a51xhenxe.
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'Ngunyaka‘unenyanga ezilishumi elinambini.
1"Kwinyanga nganye . kukho’iveki‘ezine.

Kw1vek1 nganye kukho 11ntsuku e2131xhenxe.

I have trees of mine, they are twelve, in. each tree there
are Pour nests. In each nest there are seven eggs.

' It is the year w1th twelve months.
" In each month there are four weeks.

In each week there are seven days.

'Ndlnamntu wam un03121 gqltha, ngamanye amaxesha umva
 selekhala kakhulu. '
~Y1wotsh1.

‘hI have a person of mine, he is too compa531onate, some-=

tlmes you hear h1m crylng very loudly.‘
It is a watch. ‘ '

Ndlnamawele am, mablnl, elikhulu llmhlophe ellnc1nane

. limnyama. R
Yimini nobusuku.

I have twins of.mine,'the elder4is white the YOunger is-

black. :
It is day and night.

'Ndlnamadoda am mabini ayaleqana. Enyé imhlophe, enye
‘ imnyama, le imhlophe 1phamb111, ithi le 1mnyama ibe
csemva.f-‘ Maxa wamb1 1sh1ywa kude le 1mnyama maxa wambi
iicuthe.

Y1m1n1 nobusuku.

I have young men of mine,. there are two of them, they
_chase each other, One is wvhite and the ‘other is black.

-~ The whlte one is in front and the black is behind.

510.

Sometlmes this black one: 1s left far behlnd, whlle at

*other times he closes the gap.
© It is day and night. ‘

Ndinamthi wam unamasebe allshuml namblnl, anamagama onke.
Umthi ngunyaka, .amasebe 211nyanga.

I have a tree of mlne, 1t has twelve branches. All.bf','
. them have names. . '
'The tree is the year, the branches are the months.
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514,

.v>515.

516,'

.'517..

It is a watch/elock.
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Ndlnanto yam ndlylshlya apha, ndlflke 1kwenye 1ndawo.
Ylwotshl.

I have a thlng of mlne, I leave 1t here and - flnd 1t 1n

 some other place.
' “It is a watch or clock.

Ndlnamntu wam um21mba uflle amathumbu aphlllle. o

»Y1wotsh1.

'I have a person of mlne, the body is dead the 1ntest1nes'
are. 11v1ng. '

It is a watch.

Ndlnamntu wam ukhuza ubusuku nemini.

leesha (Ylwotshl)

I have a person of mlne, he expresses sympathy nlght B
‘and day. ' '

It is time (a watch/block)

Ndlnamadoda am ‘alishumi llnane, alishumi-nambini akha =
udonga, amabini abethelela uphahla. '
Ylwotshl. ‘

I have men of mlne, there are Fourteen of them, twelve
are bulldlng a wall, two are. lelng the roof.

'It is a watch (clock).

Ndinahashe lam amathu_mbu alo akhala lonke 1xesha.

hYlwotshl.

I have a horse of mine, its bowels rumble all: the tlme.
S It 1s a watch.

Ndlnanglrha lam llhamba abantu belele.
Ylwotshl.

I have a wltch of mine, she goes about whlle people are

sleeplng.

:Ndlnamntu wam uthl akulamba ath1 tu,’athl akuhlutha B

aloge yonke into ephant51 kwelanga.v :
Yiwotshi ithi yakuphelelwa 1ngahamb1, 1th1

t;yakuwaylndlshwa 1hambe.:

~vI have a person of mlne, when he 1s hungry he keeps
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:dqulet, when he 1s full he babbles about everythlng under !
the sun. v : , o
E”It is a clock or a watch when 1t is run down it does

«.;not move, but when it.has been wound it tlcks.

0F1° STORY CONUNDRUMS

~Usephuphen1, kukho 1ngonyama phamb1 kwakho, ylndlovu'

ngasemva, 1111wa kwellnye 1ca1a, 1ngumlambokaz1 kwellnye.

‘Ungathini ukuze u31nde°

You are in a dream, there is a 1lon in front of you,»an v

uelephant behlnd.'_ A steep rock on one 31de and a big-
'vrlver on the other awalts you..j What can you do to. save
'yourself.'

Ungavuka kuba ubuphupha.

You 51mply wake up because you were dreamlng.

'Kwakukho amadada edada edamini ellkhulu. ' Kwagqltha ellnye

idada lathl,A"Molwenl madada allkhulu" Athi, masilikhulu

‘ukuze sibelikhulu kufuneka wongeze 131q1ngatha sethu hawe

ngaphezulu;" Ayemangaphl la madada?

There were ducks sw1mm1ng in a blg dam. There passed one .

"duck nearby and ‘said: "Hullo, hundred ducks" ‘ They said

in reply: "We are not hundred,~ in order to be a hundred

- you must add a half of us: together Wlth you.
How many ducks were thereo

}Ayengamashuml amathandathu ane31thandathu. .

There were 51xty—31x.:

Kwakukho amadada edada edamlnl elikhulu. kwagqitha:

k elinye lathi "Molweni ‘madada alikhulu". Athi;'"asilikhulu,

ukuze sibelikhulu kufuneka abangangathl, 1s1q1ngatha sethu
1kota yethu, -nawe ngaphezulu."{ Ayemangaphl la madadar>

There were ducks swimming in a“ blg dam. There passed~""”
one duck nearby and said: "Hullo, hundred ducks". Theyu
;sald in reply "We are not a hundred, in order to be a '
hundred you must add other ducks which are equal to us in
number, a half of us, a quarter of us, and you.

How many ducks were thereO

Ayengamashum1 amathathu ane31thandathu.

There were thlrty—51x. .
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Ndlnamadoda amathathu, omnye ngunyana weyokuqala, omnye o
nguylse komnye, omnye ngunyana wale ndoda ye31b1n1.

,Kufuneka la madoda elele. Ilbhedl endlnazo zine, wona
Amathathu._ Ndlngathlnl ukuze kungablkho bhed1 1ngenamntu°

I have three men, one 1s the son:of the first man, another

is the father, the thlrd one is the son of the second man.‘

'These men must get to bed.». I have four beds, but they

are three. ' What can I do so that there is no spare bed?

Utata wale ndoda ye31b1n1 ungambeka kw1bhed1 yokuqala,‘

- indoda ye31b1n1 121z1qu e21b1n1 kuba 1ngunyana kwaye ikwa—
'ngutata wale ndoda ye31thathu ngoko ke uza kulala kw1bhed1

ye51b1n1 neye31thathu. Eyesine 1bhed1 iza kulala le
ndoda ye51thathu._; :

The father of the second man is g01ng to occupy the flrst
bed. The second man is the son and at the same tlme 1s

,the father of the.third man, therefore he is going to

';‘occupy the second and third beds. ~ The fourth bed is

‘901ng to be occupled by the thlrd man.

. Kukho onyana abab1n1 notata abablnl, 1z1tya 21thathu, 1be
“ngulowo kufuneka atyele e31tyen1 sakhe ngaxesha nye.

Ungenza n3an1°"

There are two sons and two fathers,‘ the diShes are three;
one must eat in ‘his own dish and they must all eat at the

same “time.

Ungenza ngolu hlobo: ~Aba bantu bathathu. - Utatomkhulu

4'wakho ngutata wokuqala, utata wakho ngunyana wakuqala-

| ,katatomkhulu,wakho, . Wena ungunyana wesibini, utata wakhoh
‘ ngutata wesibini. f‘"Onyana ‘babini wena notata wakho,
notata bablnl utata wakho notatomkhulu wakho.r_‘ Abantu

bona bathathu, nez1tya 21thathu, 1ngulowo uza kutyela

~ esityeni sakhe. -

You can do as follows : There are three people.,‘ Your

grandfather is the flrst father, your father. is the flrst
son, your father 1s the. son of your grandfather and you are

»the son of your father, you are the second son, your

father is the second father.. ‘There are two sons, you
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'jand:your,father; there are also two fathers,‘yourrfather‘

and your grandfather;? o In reallty, there are only: three
people and the dlshes are also three. , Each is 901ng to

eat From hlS own dlsh..

Ndinamthi wam wee-aplle, nemlzl emlthathu, nemllambo
emlthathu. | Indlela yam idlula. kuqala emthini wee-apile.
Kulo mth1 kufuneka ndikhe 11ap11e eziya kwenela eluhambenl

,1wam.vj Xa ndlwela umlambo 21ph1ndwa kabini. oko kukuthi

xa be21ne 21bas1bhozo.r” : Ndlqala ndlkhe 11ap11e ndlwele
umlambo, ndifike emzini.- Le mizi yahlulwe ylmllambo 3

‘ kufuneka ndlyahlulele ezi aplle ngokullnganayo. Akufunekl
'z1phele phakathl ndlngaflkanga kum21 wokugqlbela, yaye .
'fakufunekl kubekho ezisalayo. ‘ .
(a) Kufuneka ndikhe 21bengaph1 emth1n1°
- (b) Kum21 wokuqala ndishiye: 21bengaph1?

S (e) Kumzi- ngamnye 21yakuba ngaph1°

I have got an apple- tree of mine, three houses and three

. rivers, My path passes near thls apple tree. o From

thlS apple tree I must: plck apples which will be enough for‘
my,qourney. _' When I cross the river they multlply by two,

R - thus if they'were four they become eight. I Ple the -

"apples_first,before I cross the‘riVer, ' These houses are‘
‘separated'by these'three rivers. = I must d1v1de these -
apples equally among the three houses. They must not .

- get flnlshed before I reach the last house and there must

then be no left overs.;

’l»(a) How many apples must T plck from the tree°

,(b)A‘How many must I leave in. the first house° A

() How_many mist I leave in each house? -

(a) Emthlnl ylza nazo 21be31xhenxe.
(b) -~ Shiya zibesibhozo kumzi wokugala.
(c) Shiya z1be31bhozo kumzi ngamnye kule m1b1n1.

(a) Bring Seven apples from the tree.

u © (b) Leave eight in the first nouse.

(c)'-Leavefelght in each of the two houses. :

Ndlneplkoko, le plkOkO 1zalela kwammelwane wam, 1tya kuye.

'Ingaba sakuthini xa sisenza 1sah1ulo.l, ‘Sakufumana

ngokullnganayo na°’
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I_have~a peacock, this,peaCOCk~hatches its eggs in’my
neighbour's house. It is fed by her. How are we 901ng
to divide the products? Are we 901ng to get equal
shares? B

Ipikoko.ayizaleli;»

Kukho 1bhulorho, enc1nc1, kwanele ukuba kungahamba 1moto
nemeylle gha, kungenakho ukuba kungahamba 1moto, 1mey11e .

‘Vnomntwana wayo. ’ ‘Ngoku kuza 1moto ngapha, kuphlnde kuze

1mey11e ‘ihamba ‘nomntwana wayo.;, Kufuneka 21hambe kunye
apha ebhulorhwenl. : Zlngathlnl ukuze 21wele kuba 1mey11e

»»aylnakwahlukana nomntwana wayo°

There is a brldge, 1t 1s small, only a car - and a mule can o
cross it at the same tlme. Now, there comes a car,~

mule and its foal. They must all cross the brldge at the
same time. - How can they cross, bearing 1n mlnd that the*

'imule cannot 1eave its. foal behind?

‘Aylkho lo nto, 1mey11e aylzalell.

There 1s no such thlng ‘a mule does not breed.

waakukho umantshlngllane, ogada 11nkuku. Ngenye imini

wasuka ekusenl waballsela 1nk031 yakhe ukuba uphuphe.
ebethwa eza kuhlaselwa. Wagxothwa lo, mantshlngllane,
Wayegxothelwa n1° ’ ‘ '

'5»~There was a watchman vho looked after fowls. " One day,°

:,early 1n the mornlng, ‘he told hlS master that he had

dreamed that he was beaten and g01ng to be attacked.  The

' ‘watchman was dlsmlssed. Why was'he"dismis'sed'>

10.
"nengonyama nebhokhwe nekhaphetshu. Yaylza kuwela ngesi- |

‘Wayegxothelwa 1nto yokuba wayelele kucaca into yokuba
wayengaga danga ebusuku elele.

He was. dlsmlssed because he had slept while on duty.' Tt
is clear that he d1d not watch the fowls at night because
he was asleep. ' ' '

Indoda ethile yafika emlanJenl uzele.’» 'Yayihamba

‘»'khetshana kodwa yaylnokuwela nento enye gha ngexesha.

Masiqonde okokubaiibhokhwe iyayitya ikhaphetshu,‘ingonyama~
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iyayitya ibhokhWe._, Uza kuz1weza nJanl ezi 21nto.

A certaln man came: to a river that was 1n flood. ' He had

~a liom, a goat and a cabbage with hlm. He was g01ng to
cross by boat eV there was room in the boat for onLy one

thing be31des himself. We must note that goats eat
cabbages and lions eat goats. = How was he going to get

 these things across?

(i) Weza ibhokhwe kugala, W uyishiye kwela calat *Ingonyama
o ylyltyl 1khaphetshu. Ke ngoko akukho ng021 -
‘eku21sh1yen1 zombini. e21 21nto.i S

w(ii) Buyela kwell cala uweze 1khaphetshu uylshlye yodwa
1ngonyama. . Kodwa ukuba 1bhokhwe nekhaphetshu '
21sh1yeke kunye, 1bhokhwe 1yaku21tya 1khaphetshu.
'Ngoko ke thatha ibhokhwe uphinde nayo kula ndawo

'/,1nengonyama uyishiye yodwa 1khaphetshu.

‘g(iii) Xa ufike kwela cala, shlya ibhokhwe ngasemva uveze

11

”‘:1ngonyama, ikhaphetshu nengonyama z1ph1nde zakunye
" kodwa kwelinye 1ca1a. ‘

(iv) Buya uze kuthatha 1bhokhwe. .

(i) Take the goat across flrst,'and leave it on the other
31de. ‘The llon w111 not eat’ the cabbage, so‘therevv
1s no harm in leav1ng the two together. |

(ii) Return to- this 31de and take the cabbage over, leav1nq
the. 1lon alone.  But if the goat and the cabbage are
v together, the goat w1ll eat 1t. : So take the goat
back to where the llon is leaving the cabbage alone on
the other side of the Stream. '

(111) When you have reached thls side of ‘the stream, leave

b the goat behlnd and take the lion across so that the
" lion and the cabbage are together agaln, but now on
' the other side.

(iv) Then‘come'back for the goat.

Kukho abantwana babini. Ubun21ma babo bu—SOkg emnye.’
‘uTata nomama babunzima bu—100kg emnye.  Bafuna ukuwela
: nge51khetshana. 131khetshana sithwala umthwalo ayi-
_100kg‘hgexesha.' Bangawela nJanl? ‘ ‘

—
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 There are two children. They welgh 50 kg each. The
“.;father and the mother welgh 100 kg each., ' They want to

- Cross the rlver by boat._ The boat will carry a load
f.'whlch is lOO kg at a tlme. ’ How will they crosso»

i°'Kuza kuqala kumke abantwana bobanl. - Omnye aphlnde

ﬁashlyeke kumke omnye kwaba babun21ma obuyi-100kg emnye.'

 Xa efika kwela cala esi 51khetshana sibuye nala mntwana_v
B ebeshlyeklle.- Baphinde: aba bantwana bawele kunye. Afike

ashiyekeAOmnye wabo, - omnye: aphlnde. - Xa eflka kwela cala
uyashlyeka kuwele 10 vbunzima buy1—100kg. ~ Xa efika.
ngaphaya kukhwela la mntwana aphuthume omnye kwela cala~
babwye kunye.w )

(1) The chlldren w111 cross the river together.'-k
- (ii) = one child returns with the boat. |
(111) One who weighs 100 kg crosses the stream.
- (iv) When 'she has crossed, the child who was left on the
" other side returns w1th the boat. ' .
There - ‘is only one person who has crossed the stream
‘ ~ so far.' It is the mother./' c
‘(y):f‘The two chlldren will cross the river agaln for the
';'f; second t1me.vv-’ ’
(vi) . One remains and the other returns.
(vii) When he arrives with ‘the boat, he is left and the '
s father crosses. ' ‘ '
;f'There are now three people across, v1z.,vthe father,
| - the mother and the chlld. - The second Chlld is
‘ still on the other side. o

v (yiii) The flrst Chlld crosses the river to the other side

to fetch the second Chlld. They return. together."

Kukho umntu omnyama, ukhwele emotwenl nabelungu abablnl.'ﬂ
Aba. belungu bayamcaphukela lo mntu umnyama. " Le moto
'aylnanombolo.“ Slngathl 1th1n1 1nombolo yale moto°

A black man is dr1v1ng in a car w1th two white men., .

These.two hate thls black fellow. ThlS car has no
, number—plate. Wwhat is its possible number?
Ce81. . o |
(Ababinit" bathiye gomnye)

- Two ' "hate ~ one
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Ithini inombolo yemfonomfono kaAdamnoEva.
What is the phone number'of Adam and Eve?
2813 :

(Ababini batya umthl omnye)

'ATwo ~ ate from one tree

Xa amadoda esiya eNode, e—East, eWest naseSude kuxa afuna_

nton1°

T

When men go to- the North, East West and South what . do

they want?

Afuna iindaba.

‘They want newS{}

(N | - _ North

E R East ‘
e Nest "NEWS

s o= ‘south) .

Ukuba emotwenl kukhwele abantu, omnye unxibe 1mpahla

.zekhakl, omnye 1sut1 emnyama, ngoku 151tsh1xo 51lahlek11e.
"'Ngubanl onokuvula 1moto° ' ' :

If there are two people in a car, one is wearlng khakl
clothes and the other a black sult, and the car keys get
lost,»who will open the carO«

: Ngulo unempahla zekhakl.

The one wearlng the khakl clothes w111.
(Khakl = car-key)

Unesihlangu sinyebqha. Uthl»uneSOSlhlahgu ukhonkothwe

zizinja, enye ide ikutye. = Wena into oyifunayo sishlangu.
Ungathlnl ukuze uzuze sisihlangu se31b1n1. ‘ '

- You have one shoe only. - Whlle still in possession of

this shoe; dogs bark at you, . one going to the extent of

;biting yon. ; What you need is another shoe.  What can
“you do to get the second shoe?

Uza kuthl Xa utylwa yana, Shu.((shoe) - 51s1hlangu)

ufumane 151hlangu unxibes,.

When the dog . bites you, you w111 say "Shoe"., you then get
the shoe and put it on. ‘ ‘ : -
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- Kukho umthi‘wee—apile. Kulo mthi kukhwele inkawu.

Ufuna ezi apile. Ungathlnl ukuze u21£umane°

There is an apple tree on top of which is a monkey. You

want these apples, what can you do to get them°

Glblsela 1nkawu ngelltye, yona 1za kuglblsela nge—aplle;

- Throw a ‘stone at the monkey as it will, in turn,'throw ‘
" an apple at you. ' ’

18.

Kukho imali igadwe ylnyoka ngasemlanJenl,}le nyoka

1nomntwana. S Kukho nabantu beCawa neCawa ekwalapha.
Kukho- nehlathl, eli hlath1 llgadwe ngamapollsa..;,' Le
mali uyaylfuna.» ‘ Ungathlnl ukuze uylfumaneo '

'\There 1s money which 1s looked after by a snake near the

river, The snake has an 1nfant.; There 1s a church

~}and a churéh congregatlon around.  There is’ also a- '
‘large forest whlch is -looked after by the pollce.' What

can you do in order to get the moneyO

| Bethaj;ntslmbl yeCawa, abantu baza kubaleka baye eCawenl.'
- Tshisa ihlathi amapollsa aza kubaleka. Thathalllltye
fuglblsele la mntwana wenyoka phaya’ emanzini. Unina uza

kubaleka aye kukhangela ukuba umntwana wakhe ubethwa yin-

'v‘tonl na. Ngalo mzuzu aye kuJonga umntwana, uthatha

19.

71ma11 ubaleka nayo.

‘Rlng the church bell, the congregatlon w1ll run to church.
"Burn the forest, surely the pollce will run away e Then

take a stone, throw it at ‘the 1n£ant vhich is in water,
The snake will suddenly. go ‘to her infant to see what is
ong. -~ At that very moment, when she is still con-

centratlng on the young one, take the money and run away.

Kukho 1tra£f1c cops e21mb1n1 21sendlelen1. | Enye 1gade
imoto ez1vela ngasentla, enye 1gade ez1vela ngasentla,

- enye igade e21vela ngasezant31. ‘ Omnye uhlell kwellnye

icala, nomnye kwelinye. - Kodwa 131manga omnye uyambona
omnye xa encuma. . Bahle11 njani? '

There are two traffic cops on the road. One is watching

" cars coming- from the North and the other is watching thosey
coming from the South. . One 15]31tt1ng,on one side and .
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the other on the other side. But what is surprlslng
is that they see each other when smlllng.

How are they 31tt1ng?
BaJongene.
They are fac1ng each other.

Ndinamntu wam uvalelwe endlw1n1 endala engena21mpahla.

,Kule ndlu kukho 1p1yano,_1bhed1 endala nekhalenda.
Ukuba 1o mntu unengqondo angaphuma kule ndlu ngokuw
'1tsh1x1weyo. Akulamba angatya, asele azuze ne51tsh1xo.
‘Aphume. Anga21zuza nJanl ezi zinto?

T have a person of mine, he 1s locked up in an empty old
room. - In: th1s room there is a piano, an old bed vith a

spring and a calendar. , If this person 1s clever he can

get out of “this room, though it is locked. ‘He can .eat
1f he is hungry, drink water when thirsty and get the key

Jand get out of the room. How can he get these th1ngs°

Akucula kwlplyano ufumana "1key" atye "1dates" kw1khalenda,
" asele amanzi kwiSpring.

When he sings from the plano, he gets the "key", he eatsd )
"dates". from the calendar and drlnks water from the Spring.

Kukho 1nkomo e21mb1n1, enye 1Jonge eMpuma, enye eNtshona.'
Ufuna zityele esityeni esinye e51lapha phakath1 kwazo.

Kufuneka unga21chukum151 ezi nkomo. Uzakwenza n3an1°

There are. two beasts, one faces the East and the other

theWWest. You want them to eat in one dish whlch is in -
the middle. You must not touch them.  What must you

do?

Zlhlell z1Jongene ezi nkomo, akukho nto uza kuyenza.

These beasts ‘are already fac1ng each other, so you are

going to do nothlng.
Inkomo 1ya ngaseNtshona um31la wayo uJonge ngaphl?

A beast goes to ‘the West,,whlch dlrectlon does 1ts tall
face? ‘

,UJonge ezant31. _
‘It faces downwards. ST
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Unyuke ngelell ukukhwela phezu kophahla lwendlu. |
Uthi xa uphezulu 1we 11e11. ' Ngoku’ ufuna ukwehla,

,;ungehla nJan1°

You cllmbed up .a ladder to the roof of a house.‘

When you are still on top the 1adder falls. You want

to climb down. How can- you do thlsr>

Ungahleka uthi Haf Has Ha! Uthathe O-H ubadibanise‘

wenze ileli.

You can laugh and say: "Hal! Hal Ha“’n
Then you take the H's and 301n them and make a ladder.
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CHAPTER‘ 6

,»(a) SIMILARITIES IN SOME RIDDLES

(b) HOW. RESEARCH ON RIDDLES CAN BE CONDUCTED

»fThlS is a comparatlvely short chapter which deals spec1£1cally_f
with 51mllar1t1es in riddles and how research on rlddles may
be conducted. ’

(

(a) SIMILARITIES IN RIDDLES -

Some rlddles whlch occur in Xhosa are also to be found in h
;-other Afrlcan languages., ' Although they are not 1dent1cal,_
“there are structural similarities.

The 51m11ar1t1es in form and content prove once more - thelr‘ o

unlversallty. - Rlddles all cover the world and reflect the »71_7

' culture of the people from which they are drawn.
Let us con51der the follow1ng examples .;
1. An Bgg |

'In almost all the rlddles the egg is referred to as a. house
that has nelther,door noxr wlndow.

-Examples{,'

(i) Ngoni

‘Ndamanga myumba yepanda_'khomb;
Dzira. ‘

I have built my house without a doorway.

It is an egg.’”
‘(11) Mwera ’

: Cangall nnango.
Lijie

It has no door.
It 1s an egg._
(111) Swahlll '

Nyumba yangu kubwa, halna mlango.
Yayie ‘ |

My house‘is,large,hitvhas,no door.
It is an egge.
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(iv) Kgatla
Mpolelle dild ompolelle gore ntlo etshweu eesenang mojako.
- keeng? Kelee. '

_ Tell me somethlng, tell me what is the white hut which has
- no door.‘ It is an egg. ‘ . S
(v) Xhosa

»Ndlnandlu yam aylnamnyango ayinafestileg‘

quanda. ' .

I“have a house‘ef mine, it haé'hO‘door'and hb;wihdewg.
‘It”is=an'egg;4 e T S

A 2. “The needle

In Sotho the needle is referred to as a snake and in- Xhosa as f
a horse. The thread is referred to as a tall 1n both :
examples. I T

,(i)' sotho (7 | Swana

 Mpolé&llé : noxa e ya reng xe e kxaox1le moxatla e seke e
tsamae. h

Ke nelete.

' tvbTell me{ Fa-SnakeLWhich,'When its tail'is removed, cannot walk.
‘(ii) Xhosa 7

'Ndlnahashe lam allnakuphala llngeham51la.
Ylnalltl aylnakuthunga 1ngenamsonto.

I have a horse of mlne, it cannot gallop w1thout a tall =

5Q'It is a needle whlch cannot sew w1thout a thread.

.In‘theﬁriddieSrabove;the‘functiohal‘aspect of the needle is
emphasized.. o L -
3. Water ‘

(1) NyanJa S
kanthu kosagona tulo.
‘Madzi. o

eSomethingrwhich does not sleep.
This is water. o
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(11) Xhosabt

Ndlnamntu wam uhamba ubusuku nem1n1 akalall.
Ngaman21. :

sleep. ‘
It is water.

4. Teeth and Tongue

.(i) Zulu

thzlnkomo e21mhlophe e211uswa ylnkun21 ebomvu.‘

. Amazinyo nollml..'

The white cows whlch are 1ooked after by a red bull.

. Teeth and tongue.'

-

1(11) Tsonga

‘I have: a person oE mine, he walks nlght and day and does

not

Nd21von11e murlsl wopshwuka arisa tlhomu tobasa—ntse. o

‘ Irlrlml nlmatlnyo.»

I have seen’ a red shepherd herdlng whlte cattle._'

(111) Sotho

ngpolelle. kxomo tse thswaana tse d1 poo khunou.

Ke leleme le meno.

-,;Tell me the whlte cows w1th a red bull.
C It is the teeth and tongue.' ’

()

'(1v) Xhosai :

rNdlnankomo yam 1bomvu ebuhlantlnl obumhlophe.
JNgama21nyo nolw1m1._ ‘

I have a beast of mine, it is red in a whlte kraal.
’It 1s the teeth and tongue. '

ebomvu. ,
Ngama21nyo nolw1m1.

beast 1n51de._k

It is the teeth and tongne.

‘,131baya Ssam sakhlwe ngamatye amhlophe 31nenkomo enye enkulu

‘My kraal is bullt up of whlte stones with only one blg red
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These rlddles are based on. the two colours, red and'white,]

'whlch are the colours of the teeth and tongue. .

5; Grinding stone -

(i) Nyanja

Mvana wamenya wamkuru.

Mwanamphero.

. The Chlld has struck the elder one.
‘The upper grlndlng stone.

"(11) Xhosa

VdUmntwana 031leyo uc1nezela unlna._

‘1rL111tye nembokothwe xa ku31lwayo.

A naughty Chlld presses its. mother down.

It is the. smaller stone used for crushlng mealles agalnst

. the larger flat stone.

h.These rlddles ‘are based on the size of the grlndstones 31nce

-~ the blgger grlndlng stone is referred to as the ‘elder in

“(a)

example 1 and as the mother in example 2.,  The smaller grln—
‘dlng stone is referred to as a Chlld in both examples.‘

6. Sky and Stars

CIn- Xhosa the sky is the Eleld and in SOtho 1t is the yard and
'.a black garden. In both Xhosa and Sotho the stars are re~ .

ferred to as corn.

(i) = sSotho

;Mpoléllé ka anexa molalatsatsa lapeng, ya re ke tsoxa ka

seka ka o flthle 1a.

hKe naledl.

,Tell~me .1 spread sprouted corn in my yard, when I wake up

iy I cannot find 1t.

(b) M

It 1s the stars.

polelle : thsimo e nthso e mabele masweu.k’
Ke lexodlmo le dlnaledl.-

Tell me of a.black ‘garden With yhite corn.

‘It is the sky and stars.
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(11) Xhosa

'b‘Ndlnant51m1 yam 1nkulu 111nywa ama21mba odwa, ukhozo lombona o
" lunye.

C,I have a Eleld of mlne, 1t 1s blg, it 1s planted w1th corn

only; - there is. only one maize grain. - _ ,
The field is the sky, corn 1s the stars and the maize graln

is the moon."'
v’7. Matches‘t- di
.'.(l) Sotho \Q&NﬁﬂM&g

f; Mpolelle kxomo tse dltsweu tse dlthloseo ndlnthso."
. Ke dlthlokwa tsa mollo., ’ ' ‘

“bTell me the whlte cattle w1th black heads.
Tt is matches. '

S (dd). Xhosa

'delnabantu bam bavathe ez1mhlophe bathwele 11qh1ya ez1mnyama.
. Yimicinga yematshlsl. ‘ D

I have people of mlne, they are wearlng whlte clothes w1th

‘VAlthough I am not certaln about thls fact I‘feel7that'some of

these 51mllar1t1es are due to borrow1ng. L BorrowingienA

riches the language and culture of a people.

(b) HOW RESEARCH ON RIDDLES CAN BE CONDUCTED

WThere are no spec1£1c methods Wthh are set for the collectlon‘

of riddles. But since I have been worklng on this- progect-
I discovered ‘that the ‘best and easiest. way of collectlng

'rlddles is to consult school chlldren, aged between 10 and. 18 :
4 yeaI‘S. T '

Teachers may ask puplls to wrlte down these riddles every day.
Each pupll or student is asked to ‘bring five to ten riddles a.

- week, and these are recorded by the teacher.v- The number
of rlddles will increase w1th the advance of tlme.

;One can also conduct the research out of: the classrbom.* The
o best method is to use a tape recorder. ' You can ask one
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: subJect at a t1me and when he is through, ‘you can then let
jh1m llsten to hlS voice on the, tape. y Thls method w111 in-,

fsplre chlldren and each one of them w111 come up. w1th hlS own,f,-

' frlddles, d01ng hlS best not to repeat someone else 5,

'v81nce rlddles are a pastlme Eor chlldren the young - ones are
'always more w1lllng than' adults to prov1de the researcher w1th_‘
U_a llst of ‘them. Needless to say, the researcher w1ll ‘
‘collect few rlddles from adults.- '

- _coNéLUSION AN

Amongst the Xhosas rlddles are prlmarlly for entertalnment,
although they do- have an . educatlonal value. o They are alsoc

'141ntended to arouse cur10s1ty and they demand the exerc1se of

4h1ntellectual sklll in answerlng them.

,‘,3S. Koss1ck (1968, p.,43) says

g‘*,fThe demand whlch rlddles make upon one' s 1ngenu1ty v
yd;fls amply repald by “the 1n51ght whlch the poems afford \
e»1nto the obJects they deflne.;, ‘This is achleved
,by the poet's ab;llty to extract the very essence of |
_an obJect, or to fasten onto the paradox whlch makes

"1t what it 15.:_;
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