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jCopy.l 

Notice. 

AT tho Court at RL. ,Jam cs's, tho 28th of Docomber, 1706, 
PreRent, the King's Most }:xcellenL Majesty in Council. 

His Majesty having been pleased to appoint George Earl of 
Macartney to be ( }oYernor and Commander in Chief in and over 
the Settlement of the Cape of Good Hope, in , outh Africa, with 
the Territories and Dependencies thereof, his Lordship this Day 
took the Oaths appointed to be taken by the Governors of His 
Majesty's I>lantations. 

[Copy.] 

rdcr in Owncil. 

At the Court at Rt. ,James's, tho 28th of December, 17!)6, Present 
tho King's Most Excellent 1\fajusty in Council. 

"\Vheruas by an Act passed in tho present Session of Parliament, 
intituled, "An Aet to authorize His Majesty, for a limited Time, 
to make Hogulations respecting tho Trade and Commerce to and 
from the Cape of flood Hope," it is enacted, that it shall and may 
lie hwfnl for Jli8 )1aje. ty, by and with the Advice of his Privy 
Council, hy any Order or Onl.)rs, to be issued from Time to Time, 
to give sneh J)ireetions, and make such Ho"ulations, touching the 
Trade all(l ommerco to and from the Rettlement of the Ca.pc of 
Ooocl Hope, and tho Tenitorios and Dependencies thereof, as to 
] Iis Majesty in Council shaH appear most e.·peclient and salutary, 
any of the Acts of Parliament therein reforre<l to, or any UsagP,, 
Law or Cu ·tom, to the contrary notwithst:mdiug. 

II. JI 
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And whereas during the Time the said Settlement with the 
Territories and Dependencies thereof, were in the Possession and 
under the Government of the States General of the United 
Provinces, or of the Honorable the General East India Company 
in the Netherlands, it was usual to admit the Ships and Vessels 
belonging to the Subjects of Countries in Amity with the said 
United Provinces into the Ports of the said Settlement, and of the 
Territories and Dependencies thereof, for Repair and Refreshment, 
and, with that View, to permit the said Ships and Vessels to carry 
on Trade with the Inhabitants of the said Settlement, and of the 
Territories and Dependencies thereof,-His Majesty is hereby 
pleased to order, by and with the Advice of his Privy Council, in 
pursuance of the Powers vested in His Majesty by the above 
recited Act, and it is hereby ordered, that it shall be lawful, until 
further Order, for all Ships and Vessels belonging to His Majesty's 
Subjects, as well as for all Ships and Vessels belonging to the 
Subjects of any Country or State in Amity with His Majesty, to 
enter into the Ports of the said Settlement of the Cape of Good 
Hope, and of the Territories and Dependencies thereof, and to carry 
on Trade and Traffick with the Inhabitants of the said Settlement, 
and of the Territories and Dependencies thereof, and to import and 
export to and from the Ports of the said Settlement, and of the 
Territories and Dependencies thereof, any Goods, Wares or Mer­
chandize whatsoever, subject .to the following Exceptions, and 
subject also to such Duties, Rules, Regulations and Restrictions as 
shall be established by His Majesty, or by the Governor of the 
said Settlement, and of the Territories and Dependencies thereof, 
by virtue of Authority derived from His Majesty ; and in tho 
mean Time subject to such Duties, Rules, Regulations and Restric­
tions as subsisted and were in Force before and at the Time of tho 
Conquest of the said Settlement by the Arms of His Majesty, with 
such Alterations as havo been since made under the Authority of 
the Commander in Chief of His Majesty's Forces at the said Settle­
ment ; But it is His Majesty's J>leasure that no Goods, Wares or 
Merchandize, which shall be imported into the said Settlement, 
or the Territories or Dependencies thereof, from any l\trt of His 
Majesty's Dominions, shall be subject to any Duty. 

And it is His Majesty's r>leasure, that no Goods, Wares or 
Merchaudize, the Growth, J>roc.luce or Manufacture of the Coun­
tries to the Eastward of lhe Cape of Good Hope, he imported inlo 
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tho said Settlement, or the Territories or Dependencies thereof, 
except by the United Company of Merchants trading to the East 
Indies ; and that no such Goods, \Vares or Merchandize, be 
permitted to he exported from thence, except for Sea Stores 
only, or by the United Company of Merchants of England 
trading to the East Indies, or by their Licence. 

But it is His Majesty's Pleasure that nothing in this Order 
contained shall extend to prevent Ships or Vessels employed in 
the Southern \Vhale :Fishery from carrying on the same in such 
and the same Manner as mirrht have been done if this Order bad 

0 

not been made. 
And it is also His Majesty's Pleasure, that no Arms or Artillery, 

Gunpowder or Ammunition, of any Sort, be allowed to be imported 
into the said Settlement, or the Territories or Dependencies thereof, 
except by the said United Company of Merchants of England 
trading to tho East Indies, or by Licence from His Majesty. 

And it is His Majesty's further Pleasure, that the Trade and 
Commerce to and from the said Settlement, and the Territories and 
Dependencies thereof, shall be subject to such of the Laws of 
Trade and Navigation as would have affected the same if this 
Order had not been made, except so far as such Laws are contrary 
to this present Order. 

And the Rirrht Honorable the Lords Commissioners of His 
Majesty's Treas°ury, and the Lords Commissioners of the Admir­
alty, are to give the necessary Directions herein as to them may 
respectively apportain. 

(Signed) STEPH. COTTRELL. 

[Office Copy.] 

Instrnction.~ to Our Ri!Jht Trusty and Right well brlovcd Cousin mul 
Counsellor GEOJtGE Earl of MACART.'EY, K: B: Our Governor 
a1ul Commn nrlcr in Chief in and over the Settlement of the Cape 
of Good Hope in South Africa-Give,i at Our C011rt at St. 
James the Thirtieth Day of Deccnibcr, one tlwusand seven hun­
dred a;ul ninety-six, in the Thirty seventh year of Our Reign. 

1st. With these Our Instructions, you will receive Our Com­
mission undor Our Great Seal of Great Britain, constituting you 

n 2 
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Our C:on~rnor all<l Comman,ler in Chief in and over th, Sotllomcnt 
of tho Capo of Good Hope in South Africa, now in Our Pos. ossion. 
In the Execution therefore of Our sai,1 Commission you are to take 
upon you the a<lmiuistration of the Government of the said Settle­
ment an<l to <lo an<l execute all things belonging to your Command 
according to the several powers and authorities of Our said ( ~om­
mission un<ler Our Great Seal of Great Britain, and of these Our 
Instructions to you, and according to such fmther Powors, Instruc­
tions and Authorities as you shall at any time hereafter recei rn 
urnler Our signet and sign manual, or by Om Onlor in Our Privy 
Council, or by Us through one of Our principal Secretaries of 
State. 

2nd. As soon after yom arrival at the said , ettlement as con­
venience will permit, you arc with all duo solemnity, and in 
presence of Our Lieutenant Governor, or, in case of his ahsen<'e, in 
the presence of the Commander in Chief of Our Forces thou at the 
said Settlement or such other person as you shall call to be 
present for such purpose, to cause Our said Commission to be read 
and publishe<l, which being done, you shall then take tho oaths 
mentiono<l in an Act passe<l in the first year of His late 1fajesty 
King Ueorge the First, intituled "An Act for the fmther security 
of His Majesty's Person and Government, and the succession of the 
Crown in the Heirs of the late Princess Sophia lming Protestants, 
an<l for extinguishing the hopes of the pretended Prince of \Vales, 
an<l hi'> open and secret Abettors," a~ altered and explained 1,y an 
Act passed in the sixth year of Our Heign intituled " An Act for 
altering the oath of ahjuration and the assurance, arnl for amen<ling 
so much of an Act of tho seventh yem of Her late Majesty Queen 
Anne intituled 'Au Act for the improvement of tho Union of the 
Two Kingdoms,' " as, after tho time therein limited, requires the 
delivery of certain Lists therein mentioned to p •r~ons irnlicted for 
High Treason, or misprir-ion of Treason, and alr-o make and 1mb­
scribe the l>edamtion mentionc<l in an Act of l\trliam •ut made in 
the Twenty-fifth year of the Heign of King Charles the Rocoml, 
intitule<l "An Act for preventing the dangers which may happen 
from popish Hecusants." .i\Il(l you are likewise to take an oath 
for the due execution of your place an<l Trust, and for the e!]ual 
and impartial Adrniuistmtion of ,hrnticc, and you arc also to take 
the oath required by au .Act passed in Urn r-eventh aml eighth 
years of the reign of Kiuu William the Third to he taken h • 

i 

I 

i 

I 
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Governors of Planto.tions, to do their utmost that the Laws relating 
to the Plantations be duly observed, subject to such Orders touch­
ing the Trade to and from the said Settlement as We have made 
or shall make in pursuance of the powers for that plll'pose vested 
in Us by virtue of an Act of this present Session of I>arliament, 
intitulod, "An Act authorizing His Majesty for a limited time to 
make Regulations respecting tho Trade and Commerce to and from 
the Cape of Good Hope; " which oaths shall be administered by 
Our Lieutenant Governor, or, in his absence, by the said Com­
mander in Chief of Our :Forces, or such other Person as you shall 
call to be present for such purpose, and, having taken the oaths, 
and made the Declaration aforesaid, you are then to administer, or 
cause to bo administered, the said Oaths, and the said Declaration 
to Our said Lieutenant Governor. 

3rd. You shall also administer or cause to be administered, to 
all Persons that shall be appoU:ted to, or hold, or exercise, any 
office or place of Trust or profit in the said Settlement, except in 
the cases hereinafter provided for, previous to their entering on the 
Execution of the Duties of such office or Place, the oaths appointed 
in the aforesaid Acts passed in the first year of the reign of King 
George the :First, as altered and explained by an Act passed in the 
sixth year of Our reign. And you shall also cause them to make 
and subscribe the Declaration mentioned in the aforesaid A.ct of 
the Twenty-fifth Year of the Reign of King Charles the second;­
But in cases where any such office, place of Trust or profit within 
the said Settlement of the Cape of Good Hope shall be conferred on 
the Inhabitants of the said Settlement, who may observe any mode 
of Evangelic Worship, different from that of the Church of Eng­
land, you shall, so often as any such perwn shall or may be 
admitted into any such office, place of Trust or Profit, administer 
or cause to be administered to him, in the English or Dutch Lan­
guage, as the case may require, the oath prescribed in and by an 
Act of J>arliament passed in the fourteenth year of Our Reign, 
intituled "An Act for making more effectual prodsion for the 
Oovernment of the Province of Quebec in North America," and 
flho the usual oath for the duo execution of such office, Place of 
Trnst or profit, in lieu of all other Tests or Oaths whatsoever. 

4th. It iH Our Royal Will and Pleasure, That for the present, 
nnd until Our pleasure shall be further signified, the Temporary 
Auminititrntion of Justice and Police in the Settlement, should, 
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as nearly as circumstances will permit, be exercised by you in 
cJnformity to the Laws and Institutions that subsisted under the 
antient Government of the said Settlement, subject to such 
Directions as you shall now or hereafter receive from Us, under 
Our signet or sign manual, or by Our Order in Our Privy Council, 
or from Us thro11gh one of our principal Secretaries of State, and 
to such Deviations, in consequence of sudden and unforeseen 
:Emergencies, or to such Expedients and useful alterations as may 
render a Departure therefrom either absolutely necessary and 
unavoidable, or evidently beneficial and desirable, and which you 
are immediately to represent to one of Our principal Secretaries of 
State for Our Information. But it is, nevertheless, Our especial 
Command that all the powers of Government within the said 
Settlement, as well Civil as Military, shall be vested solely in you 
our Governor, or in the person having the Government of the said 
Settlement for the time being, and that such powers as were 
heretofore exercised by any person or persons separately or in 
conjunction with the Governor of the said Settlement, shall 
l.,clong solely to you Our Governor, or to the person having the 
Government of the said Settlement for the time being; And it is 
Our Will and Pleasure, that all public Acts and Judicial pro­
cce<lings shill henceforth be done issued and pe1formed in the 
name of the Governor, and shall, previous to their being published 
and put in execution, be signed by the Chief Secretary to the 
Government l)y the authority of the Governor or the person having 
the Government of the said Settlement for the time being. 

5th. Whereas it has been represented to Us, That the practice 
of proceeding by Torture against persons suspect-0<.l of Crimes, and 
of punishment after Conviction in many Capital CascR, hy breaking 
upon the Wheel and other barbarous modes of Execution, prevails 
in the said Settlement, It is Our Will and Pleasure that you should 
wholly abolish these forms of Trial and Punishment, and provide 
other more lenient and equitable proceedings, which it is left to 
your J mlgment and Discretion to establish and enforce in the said 
.:lettlement. 

Gth. Whereas it appears, from the Reports and Representations 
which have heen laid before Us, and which will be communi­
cated to you, that the Estahlishments for the administration of 
Civil and Criminal Justice at the said R •ttlement are numerous 
aud complicated, and some of them may prulmuly be mrncccssary 
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and vexatious, you are therefore hereby strictly enjoined to 
procure without delay, every Information possible respecting these 
Establishments, as well as those which may be more particularly 
directed to objects of Police, and having taken the whole into your 
mature and deliberate Considemtion, to transmit to one of Our 
principal Secretaries of State, for Our Information, the result of 
your Enquiries and Observations, stating fully on each point the 
Inconveniences and Defects of the present Establishments, the 
Ameliorations or Reforms you may have to suggest, and the 
Grounds on which they are recommended, in order that such 
Changes and Improvements as We may think proper to direct 
may be effected as soon as possible. 

7th. Whereas from the Statements that have been laid before 
Us of the l!'inancial System and Regulations established in the said 
Settlement, it appears to Us, That they are, in a high Degree, 
oppressive and vexatious, Our Will and pleasure therefore is, that 
you do make this Branch of the Publick administration one of the 
first objects of your attention, and that you do, without delay, 
afford Our subjects at the said Settlement such relief from tht, 
:Fiscal oppressions under which they now labour, as you shall 
judge expedient, and particularly by abolishing monopolies, pre­
emptions and exclusive privileges, and prohibitions and Restraints 
to the free exercise of their Industry, either in Agriculture, Manu­
factures or other pursuits of interior Commerce, and establishing 
in lieu thereof, such reasonable Duties or Taxes as shall appear to 
you expedient. And as the public Revenue of the said Settlement 
has been hitherto principally derived from these resources, or from 
others apparently grievnus and injurious to the Interests and 
Prosperity of the said Settlement, We hereby require you to 
consider and carefully investigate this subject, and transmit a full 
and explicit report thereon to one of Our principal Secretaries of 
State for Our Information, specifying, under distinct heads, the 
different Resources from which the Revenue was derived under the 
former Government, distinguishing those which shall oave been 
abolished, and also the substitutes which shall have been established, 
or may, in your opiniou, he established, and you will also transmit 
a Copy of this Report to Our High Treasurer, or The Lords 
Commissioners of Our Treasury for the time being, and also a 
Copy to the Committee of Our Privy Council for Trade and 
I1lantations. 
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8th. Our Will and Pleasure is, That the Revenue derived from 
the Annual Quit Rent paid by the J>crsons hohling L'lnds granted 
to them by the Dutch Government, shall continue to be collected, 
hut that all arrears due anterior to the Capture of the Settlement 
liy our :Forces shall be remitted; And We hereby strictly rcquiro 
of you to take the necessary measures for ensuring hereafter a due 
regularity in the payment of the said quit rents, as the only means 
of preventing the Loss occas1oned to the Rev1;nue by the accumu­
lation of such arrears, and if, in any case, tho said Quit Rents 
should appear excessive and disproportioned to the means and 
Faculties of the Landholders, \Ve authorize you to grant such 
reductions as circumstances may appear to require. 

9th. Whereas It appears from the Information transmitted by 
Major General Craig, that the sum in Paper money said to be iu 
Circulation at the said Settlement amounts to 1,291,27G Rix 
Dollars, that of the said sum 677,366 Hix Dollars have been lent 
to Individuals through the Medium of the Lombard Bank, for 
which it has taken security upon their Estates and Moveables, 
and that the remaining G13,910 Rix Dollars are mortgaged upon 
the Lands and Buildings lately belonging to the Dutch East India 
Company, That this paper circulates at present at a Considerable 
J)iscount, That great neglicence prevails in the mode of conducting 
this important public Concern, which has hitherto hcen a principal 
source of Inconvenience and Discontent in the settlement. And 
whereas It appears to us, That the sum of G77,3GG Hix Dollars lent 
to Individuals on good and sufficient security might be highly use­
ful for all the purposes of internal exchange in the said settlemerrt, 
}lrovided it could be issued an<l circulated at Par, arnl that the first 
step towards attaining this important object must be to rccal tho 
whole paper currency now in Circulation, arnl that a proportion of 
the sum which has for security the public property of the said 
settlement may uc redeemed l>y the sale of such parts thereof as 
may be disposed of without injury to the pulilic Interests, That 
the remainder must Lo replaced by Coins from this Country of 
such Denominations and Value as may he best adapted for the 
Circulation of the said settlement, and that with re>1pcct to that 
part of the sum which has been lent to Irnlivi<luals, it may he 
replaced hy a new paper Currency, which, if made in England in 
such a manner as to prcclnde the I>OSHihility of Forgery at the 
Cape, and issued there with the necessary precautiorn, to prcscno 

I 
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or<ler and regularity and to prevent fraud in tho accounts thereof, 
Would probably be received without Discount. Our Will and 
l>Ioasuro is, That immediately on your arrival at tho Cape you 
should, with a reference to these Ideas, endeavour to procure the 
most accurate Information possible on the subject, and transmit to 
one of our principal secretaries of state, for our Information, 
answers to the following Queries.-

:First-What is the exact amount of the paper Money now in 
Circulation ? 

Recon<lly-"\Vhat part thereof is mortgacrod on tho Lands and 
Buildings which heretofore belonged to the Dutch East India 
Company, and what part is secured on the E tates and moveallles 
of' Individuals to whom it has been lent? 

Thirdly-Is any Interest required by the Government for the 
use of tho latter ? 

Fourthly-What proportion of the former part may ho withdrawn 
~nd paid off by tho sale of such parts of tho property on which it 
is mortgaged, as can be disposotl of without tlotrimont to the public 
Interest of the Rottlement ? 

:Fifthly-Will it not be most advnntacreous that the remainder 
should bo withdrawn antl replaced by Spe~ie? 
, Sixthly-What Coins will be most useful, and what proportion 

of each Denomination will be required? 
Sovonthly-Is there any mode of replacing the other part 

socure<l on tho prirnto property of Individuals, preferable to 
that proposed of issuing a fresh paper Currency to the same 
mnount? 

Eighthly--Supposing is expedient to ho adopted what form 
and value should be criven to the different notes and what pro-

. b 

port10n of each should he issued ? 
In <leiermiuincr tho form tho two 110ints to be attended to are 

0 ' 
l<'irst--To l'CU<ler them as convoniont as possible for circulation, 

uncl 
8econ<l-To mrnrcl ll"ainst Fornery. c~ o o 
With respect to the expression of their value, it must be t~c 

same as that of tho Coins which rnay be adopted for tho saHl 
Hcttloment . 

.. Tinthly- Tn<ler what regulations shoul<l this paper Currency 
lJo i ·snecl? 

Tcuti1ly-Shoul<l the amount which may 1.Je thus issue<l ou 
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sufficient Security be limited to the sum now in circulation, or to 
what other sum should it be limited ? 

Eleventhly-What relative Engagements should be entered into 
between the Government and the Borrowers with respect to the 
power of the former, on the one hand, to withdraw its paper on 
restoring the Security on which it had been lent, and on the other, 
the power of the latter to redeem his security on repaying the sum 
for which it was pledged? 

10th. You are to transmit to one of our principai Secretaries of 
State, for our Information, an account of the Regulations estab­
lished at the Settlement relative to the Importation of Slaves, 
of the particular Laws and Police under which they wero 
obtained by the Proprietors, of those to which they are subject, 
and by which they are protected within the Settlement, and 
the services which are derived from them there, together with 
your opinion whether the Importation might not henceforth 
be prohibited, without material Injury or Inconvenience to the 
Settlement. 

11th. Whereas it appears to Us expedient that you or Our 
Governor for the time being, together with our Lieutenant 
Governor, should form a Court of Civil Jurisdiction for hearing 
and determining Appeals within the said Settlement ; Our Will 
and .Pleasure therefore is, That you do in all Civil Causes on 
application being made to you for that purpose, permit and allow 
Appeals from any of the Courts of Law in the~said Settlement, 
unto You or Our Lieutenant Governor; providetl, neverLheless, 
That in all such appeals, the sum or value appealed for do exceed 
the sum of Two hundred pounds sterling, and that security be first 
duly given by the Appellant to answer such charges as shall bo 
awarded, in case the first sentence be affirmed, and if either party 
shall not rest satisfied with the Judgment of You or Our Lieu­
tenant Governor as aforesaid, Our Will and Pleasure is, that they 
may then Appeal unto Us in Our Privy Council, provided the sum 
or value so appealed for unto Us do exceed :Five hundred pounds 
sterling, and that such appeal be made within fourteen Days after 
sentence, and good security be given by the Appellant that he will 
effectually prosecute tho same, and answer the Condemnation, as 
also pay such Costs and Damages as shall be awarded by Us, in 
case the sentence of You or Our Lieutenant Governor be affirmed ; 
provided, nevertheless, where the matter in question relates to the 

i 
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t~king or demanding any Duty payable to Us, or to any estab­
lished :Fee of office, or Annual Rents, or other such like matter or 
thing where the Rights in future may be bound, in all such Cases 
you _are to admit an Appeal to Us in Our Privy Council, though 
~h~ unmediate sum or value appealed for be of a less value; And 
it 18 Our further Will and pleasure, that in all cases where by 
your Instructions you are to admit appeals unto Us in Our Privy 
Uouncil, execution shall be suspended until the final determination 
of such Appeal, unless good and sufficient security be given by 
the Appellee to make ample Restitution of all that the Appellant 
shall have lost by means of such Dec\.ee or Judgment, in case, 
upon the determination of such Appeal, such Decree or Judgment 
should be reversed, and restitution ordered to the Appellant; You 
are also to permit Appeals unto Us in Our Privy Council in all 
~ases of Fines imposed for Misdemeanours, provided the Fines so 
imp~sed amount to, or exceed the sum of one hundred pounds 
sterling, the Appellant first giving good security that he will 
effectually prosecute the same, and answer the Condemnation, if 
the sentence by which such Fine was imposed iu Your Govern­
inent shall be confirmed. 

12th. Our will and pleasure is, That all Orders, Regulations, or 
Laws, made by You or Our Lieutenant Governor, shall, when 
transmitted by You for Our Information, and for the signification 
of our pleasure thereon, be fairly abstracted in the Margins, and 
accompanied with very full and particular observations, upon each 
of them, that is to say-Whether the same is introductory to a 
llew Order, Regulation or Law then before iu being, and you are 
also to transmit in the fullest manner, tho reasons and occasions for 
making such Orders, Regulations or Laws. 

13th. You are to give Warrants under your hand for the issuing 
of public monies for all public Sen·ices, und We do particularly 
require you to take care that regular accounts of all receipts and 
Jmymenis of public monies be duly kept, and that Copies thereof, 
attested hy you, be transmitted every half year, or oftener if there 
should he occasion, to Our Commissioners of Our Treasury or to 
Our High Treasurer for the time being, and Duplicates thereof by 
tlie ~ext conveyance ; in which accounts shall be specified every 
})articular sum raised or disposed of, to the end that \Ve may take 
siwh measures as \Ve may deem necessary for the Examination of 
the said accounts, and that \V c may be satisfied of the right and 
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<lue application of the Revenues of the sai<l settlement, and with 
the probability of the increase or diminution of them under every 
head and article thereof. 

14th. You shall not remit any Fines or Forfeitures whatsoever 
above the sum of Ten pounds, nor dispose of any Forfeitures what­
soever, until, upon signifying unto the Commissioners of our 
Treasury, or our High Treasurer for the time being, the nature of 
the offence and the occasion of such Fines and Forfeitures, with 
the particular sums or value thereof, (which you are to do with all 
speed) you shall have received Our Directions thereon; but you 
may in the mean time suspend the payment of the said Fines and 
:Forfeitures. 

15th. And you are on every occasion to transmit to Us, through 
one of Our Principal Secretaries of State, with all convenient 
speed, a particular account of all new Establishments of Juris­
dictions, Courts, Offices, and Officers, Powers and Authorities, 
:Fees and Privileges granted and settled within the said Settle­
ment, as likewise an account of all the Expences (if any) attending 
the Establishment of the said Courts and Offices. 

lGth. And that the suitors to Our Courts, established or to be 
estahlishe<l, may not be put to unreasonable Expences in prose­
cuting their suits, you are to settle and transmit to Us, through 
one of Our Principal Secretaries of State, a Table of such reason­
able Fees for Our approlmtion or disapproval as, with the advice 
of Our Lieutenant Governor, you shall judge proper to be received 
by the said Courts. 

17th. It is Our further Will and Pleasure, that all Commissions 
to be granted by you to any person or persons for exercising any 
Office or Duty, relating to the administration of Justice, or tho 
preservation of tho public peace, or other necessary offices, be 
granted during pleasure only. 

18th. It being of the greatest Importance to Our Service, and 
to the welfare of Our Plantations, that Justice be every whero 
speedily and duly administered, and that all disorders delays all([ 
other undue practices, in the administration thereof, be effectually 
prevented ; \Ve do particularly require you to take especial care, 
that in all Courts established within the said Rettlement, Justice 
be impartially administered, and that all Judges and other persons 
therein concerned c.lo likewise perform their several Duties without 
Delay or partiality. 
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10th. You shall not suffer any Person to execute more offices 
than one by Deputy. 

20th. And whereas in pursuance of the authority vested in Us 
by an Act passed in the present year of Our Ilcign, intituled, "An 
Act authorizing His Majesty for a limited time . . . . to make 
regulations respecting the Trade and Commerce to and from the 
Cape of Good Hope," '\Ve have issued our Order in Council bearing 
date the 28th of December 1796 for regulating the Commercial 
Intercourse of the said Settlement with this Kingdom, and the 
other parts of the World, a Copy of Our said Order in Council, and 
Translations thereof into the French and Dutch languages will be 
herewith delivered to you for the Guidance and Direction of the 
Inhabitants of the said Settlement ; and you are to settle and 
transmit to Us, through the Lords Commissioners of Our Treasury, 
or the Lord High Treasurer for the time being, a Table of such 
reasonable Custom House Fees, for Our approbation or disapproval, 
as you shall judge proper to be received by the several Officers 
thereof, and for your rruidance in forminrr the said Table, We have 
d. o o 
rrected a Table of the lerral and established Custom House Fees 

0 

taken in the Island of Jamaica to be delivered to you herewith, 
which are to be taken in the said Settlement until Our approba­
tion or disapproval of the Table you are to transmit shall bo 
known, and you are to cause the Table which you will herewith 
receive to be translated into the French and Dutch Languages, 
and to 1Je liung up in some conspicuous place in the office of eaeh 
J.>ort where the business of the Customs shall be transacted, and 
the Table which is hereafter to be established is also to be made 
public in the same manner as soon as it shall have received Our 
approbation, when the oth~r is to be withdrawn. 

21st. You shall not by colour of any power or authority hereby 
or otherwise 1,,rranted, or mentioned to be granted unto you, take 
u~on you to give, grant or dispose of any place or office within the 
said Settlement which now is or shall be granted under the Great 
Se'.tl of this Kingdom, or to which any person is or shall he ap­
pomted hy Warrant under Our Signet and ~igu Manual, any 
further than that you may, upon the vacancy of any such oflice or 
pl~ce, or upon the suspension of any such oflicer by you a,; aforn­
said, put in any fit person to officiate in the interval, till you shall 
have represented the matter to Us, through one of Our Principal 
~ecrctaries ?f State, which you are to do 1,y the first opportunity, 
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and till the said office or place is disposed of by Us, Our Heirs or 
Successors, under the Great Seal of this Kingdom, or until some 
person shall be appointed thereunto, under Our Signet and Sign 
Manual, or until Our further Directions be given therein. 

22nd. Our Will and Pleasure further is, That, as soon as possible 
after your arrival at the said Settlement, you shall endeavour to 
procure the most accurate Information respecting the lands and 
every other species of property belonging to Us at the said Settle­
ment, and that you shall also make yourself acquainted with the 
regulations which had been established for their management and 
disposal by the Dutch East India Company, and having taken the 
whole into your mature and deliberate consideration, you are to 
transmit to Us, through one of Our Principal Secretaries of State, 
a full and explicit Report thereupon, together with your opinions 
as to the Regulations and Restrictions under which it may be 
proper to grant or Lease out the said Lands or Property, with a 
view to the disposal thereof on reasonable Terms, and the estab­
lishing a regular and proper mode of proceeding with respect to 
the passing of Grants thereof, in order that We may furnish you 
with such Instructions as may appear to Us necessary to that 
effect. In making your Report on this Subject, you will 
particularly specify (as far as your information may enable you 
so to do) whether any of our said Lands contain Timber fit for the 
use of Our Royal Navy, whether any are particularly adapted to 
the growth of Hemp and Flax, and also whether any contain 
Mines of Gold, Silver, Copper, Tin, Iron or Lead. 

23rd. You shall cause a survey to be made of all the consider­
able Rivers, Landing places and Harbours within the Limits of tho 
said Settlement, in case the same shall not already have been done, 
and report to Us through one of Our principal Secretaries of State, 
how far any further Fortifications be necessary for the security 
and advantage of the said Rivers, Landing places and Harbours 

24th. You are to enquire and report to Us, through one of Our 
Principal Secretaries of State, whether it may be necessary to erect 
any new :Forts or Posts in any interior parts of the said Settlement, 
either for the protection and security of Our subjects against tho 
Caffres and Hottentots, or other Savage Tribes, or for establishing 
or carrying on a Commerce with them; and you are to use your 
best endeavours to conciliate their affections and to induce them 
to trade with Our subjects ; And in order to prevent any improper 
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conduct towards the said natives, It is Our further Will and 
pleasure that you do Report to Us, through one of Our principal 
Secretaries of State, the best accounts you can obtain of the nature 
and extent of the Trade that is, or may be, carried on with 
them, and how the same may, in your opinion, be extended and 
improved. 

25th. Whareas the Establishment of proper regulations in 
matters of Ecclesiastical concern is an object of very great 
Importance, it will be your indispensible Duty to take care 
that no arrangement in regard thereto be made, but such as 
may give full satisfaction to Our New Subjects, in every point 
in which they have a right to any indulgence on that head, and 
you are to permit liberty of Conscience, and the free exercise of 
Religious Worship, to all persons who inhabit and frequent the 
said Settlement, provided they be contented with a quiet and 
peaceable Enjoyment of the same, without giving offence or 
scandal to Government. 

26th. It is Our Will and pleasure, That you do take into your 
Consideration, and report to one of Our principal Secretaries of 
State for Our Information, your opinion with respect to the steps 
which it may be adviseable to take for erecting and maintaining 
of Schools in the said Settlement, where Youth may be educated 
in competent learning, and in knowledge of the principles of the 
Christian religion. 

27th. And it is Our further Will and Pleasure, That no person 
shall be allowed to keep a school in the said Settlement without 
your Licence first had and obtained, in granting which you are to 
pay the most particular attention to the morals and proper qualifi­
cations of the persons applying for the same. 

28th. And it is Our Will and Pleasure, that you, or, in your 
absence, Our Lieutenant Governor, or the Person for the time 
being having the Government of the said Settlement, have the 
power of collating the Benefices, granting Licences for Marriages 
and Probates of Wills, commonly called the office of Ordinary, but 
it is our express Will and Pleasure, and you are hereby dµ-ected 
and required not to grant Deputations for the exercise of the said 
Powers, to any Person or Persons whatsoever in the said Settle­
ment under your Government. 

29th. And whereas it is expedient for Our service, That We 
should, from time to time, be informed of the State of the Trade 
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and Fisheries, as well as of the Population of the said Settlement, 
It is Our \Vill and Pleasure that you do transmit to Us, through 
one of Our Principal Secretaries of State, and to Our Committee of 
Our Privy Council for Trade and Foreign Plantations for their 
Information, yearly and every year, a full and particular account 
of the nature and extent of the several Fisheries carried on by Our 
subjects or others, the state of the cultivation, particularly specify­
ing the quantity of Grain, Wine, Hemp and Flax produced, and of 
any other important branch of Trade which may in your opinion 
be undertaken and advantageously be carried on by Our subjects, 
the number of Inhabitants, distinguishing them under different 
Heads of Men, Women and Children, inserting in such account 
the number of persons born, christened and buried, and any extra­
ordinary influx to or Emigration from the said Settlement, specify­
ing at the same time the number of slaves, and the number of Our 
Subjects capable of bearing arms in the Militia,-The numher and 
Tonnage of Shipping and Craft employed at the said Settlement, 
together with any other Information 011 these or any other points 
of the like nature, which may be proper to be communicated 
to us. 

30th. And whereas you will receive from Our Commi sioners 
for executing the office of High Admiral of Great I1ritain and of 
the plantations a Commission constituting you Vice Admiral of the 
said Settlement, you are required and directed carefully to put in 
execution the several powers thereby granted yon. 

31st. And there having been great irregularities in the manner 
of granting Commissions in the plantations to private ships of War, 
you are to govern yourself, whenever there shall be occasion, 
according to the Commi. sions and Instructions granted in this 
Kingdom; hut you are not to grant 'ommissions of Marque or 
Reprisal against any Prince or State in Amity with rs, to any 
person whatsoever, without Our special 'ommand, arnl you aro to 
oblige the Commanders of all Ships having private Commissions, 
to wear no other Colours than such as are described in an Order in 
Council of the 7th of ,January 1730, in relation to Colours to bo 
worn liy nll Ships of \Var. 

3~ud. \Vhereas ommis. ions l1ave liccn grante<l unto Re,· •ral 
pernons in Our respcctiYe Plantations in other parts of the \Vorld 
for Tryin" l'irates iu those Parts, punmant to the several Acts for 
the more effectual suppression of l'iracy, aud a Commission will Lu 
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prepared, empowering you as Our Governor and Commarnler in 
Chief of the said Settlement, with others therein mentioned, to 
proceed accordingly in reference to the said Settlement, Our Will 
and Pleasure is, That in all matters relating to Pirates, you govern 
yourself according to the intent of the said Acts. 

~3rd. And whereas it is absolutely necessary that We should be 
exactly informed of tho present state and disposition of the said 
settlement, as well as of the state and dispoRition thereof previous 
to its snrrender to Our .Forces, with a view to any future alteration 
which \Ve may hereafter think proper to make in the Government 
of tho said settlement as established by these Our Commission and 
Instructions, you are hereby strictly enjoined to make diligent 
enquiry, and to examine such Documents, and communicate with 
such persons as may best enable you to transmit to Us, through 
one of Our Principal Secretaries of State, the Information hereby 
required. And for the better ordorincr of your report on this sub-
. . 0 

Ject, it will be proper that you should arrange the same under tho 
several Heads following, viz. 

]first-Legislature. 
Second-Executive Government. 
Third-Courts of Justice. 
:Fourth-Different Orders of Inhabitants in the said Settle-

ment. 
:Fifth-Hevenue. 
f;ixth-Commerce. 
~eventh-Religion and Religious Establishments. 
l<:ighth-Military. 
Tinth-Rstates of Ahsentees and Minors. 

34th. Whereas it is al,solutely necessary that We he exactly 
informed of the State of Defence of tho sai<l Settlement, as well in 
relation to tho Stores of \Var, as to the :Forts and :Fortifications 
that are there, arnl what more may ho necessary to b built for tho 
defence an<l Recm-ity of the same, you are, from time to time to 
tmnsmit an account thereof in tho most particular manner, arnl 
you are therein t,, express the present state of the arms, ammuni­
tion and other Stores of War helouging to the said Settlement, 
either in any pulilic Magazines, or in the hands of private persons, 
together with a tale of all places either already fortifie<l, or that 
you rna.y jutlge llccessary to he fortified for the security of the saitl 
f:ettlement, and you arc to transmit the said :tccounts Lo us, through 
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one of Our Principal Secretaries of State, and also Duplicates 
thereof to Our Master General or Principal Officers of Our Ord­
nance, which accounts are to express the particulars of Ordnance, 
Carriages, Balls, Powder, and all other sorts of Arms and Ammu­
nition now in the public Stores, and so from time to time of what 
shall be sent you, or bought with the public Money, and to specify 
the time of the disposal, and the occasion thereof, and other like 
accounts half yearly in the same manner. 

35th. You are hereby particularly authorized and required, for 
the better security of the said Settlement, and for the maintenance 
of good order within the same, to raise such Troops therein, and to 
call out and embody such Companies of Corps of Militia as you 
shall judge necessary for that purpose, and fine or imprison such 
persons as refuse to be inrolled and to serve. With the same view 
of maintaining order and good Government, you are also authorized 
to disarm such of the Inhabitants of the said settlement as are not 
Proprietors or are not employed in any Civil or Military Capacity, 
or have not your Licence for keeping their Arms, and to removo 
and send away from the said Settlement such persons as you shall 
suspect of adhering to Our Enemies, and all such other Persons the 
continuance of whose residence you may have reason to imagine 
might be inconvenient or prejudicial to the peace, good order or 
Security of the said Settlement. 

36th. Whereas We have been informed that during the time of 
War Our Enemies have fre<]_uently got intelligence of the state of 
Our settlements and plantations by Letters from private persons to 
their Correspondents in Great Britain, taken on board ships coming 
from such Settlements and plantations, which has been of dan­
gerous conse<]_uence, Our Will and Pleasure therefore is that you 
signify to all Merchants, Inhabitants and others, that they be very 
cautious in time of War, whenever that shall happen, in giving 
any accounts by Letters of the public state and Condition of tho 
said Settlement, and you arc further to give Directions to all Mas­
ters of Ships, or other persons to whom you may entrust your 
Letters, that they put such Letters into a Bag wilh a sufficient 
weight to sink the same imme<liately in case of imminent danger 
from the Enemy, and you arc also to let the Merchants and Iulmb­
itants know, how greatly it is for their Interest, that their Letters 
should not fall into the hands of the Enemy, and therefore that 
they should give the like orders to the Masters of Ships with rn-
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spect to their Letters, and you are further to advise all Masters of 
Ships, That they do sink all Letters in case of danger, in the manner 
before mentioned. 

3'/th. If any thing shall happen which may be of advantage or 
security to the said Settlement, which is not herein, or by your 
Commission, provided for, We do hereby allow unto you to take 
order for the present therein, giving unto Us, through one of our 
principal Secretaries of State, speedy notice thereof, that you may 
receive Our ratification, if We shall approve the · same, provided 
always that you do not, by color of any power or authority hereby 
given you, Commence or Declare War without Our knowledge and 
particular Commands therein, except it be for the purpose of 
preventing or repelling Hostilities on unavoidable Emergencies. 

38th. And Whereas great prejudice may happen to Our service 
and to the security of the said settlement, by the ausence of you 
Our Governor in Chief, you shall not upon any pretence whatso­
ever, come to Europe without havin()' first obtained leave for so 
doing from Us under Our sign manual and signet, or by Our Order 
in Our Privy Council, or by Us, through one of Our principal 
Secretaries of State. 

39th. And you are upon all occasions to send to Us, through 
one of Our Principal Secretaries of State, a particular account of 
all your proceedings and of the Condition of Affairs within your 
Government. 

40th. It is Our Express Will and pleasure, that nothing in these 
Our Instructions, or in Our Commission herewith annexed, or any 
thing which may be contained in any future Instructions which 
you may receive from Us, whether under Our Royal Sign Manual, 
or by Our Order in Council, or through one of Our Principal 
Secretaries of State, shall be construed by you or any other person, 
to restrain, limit or in any respect narrow Our power to do, 
arrange and determine anything with respect to the said Settle­
ment, in the same manner as in Our Royal wisdom We might 
have done, if the said Commission, or these or any future Instruc­
tions were not given, and had not been acted upon. 

C 2 
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(Copy.] 

Letter from, GENERAL CRAIG to the PllOVISIONAL LANDDROST 
CAREL DAVID GEROTZ ancl the HEEMRADEN &c. at Graaff­
Reinct. 

CASTLE OF Goon HOPE, 2nd January, 17!)7. 

Goon FRIENDS !-I have duly received by the hands of the 
Heernraad Nicolaas van der Walt and the Lieutenants r>ieter 
Ernst Kruger and Johannes van der Walt your Letter of the 
13th of November, which could not fail of giving me the most 
sensible satisfaction, as I consider it as a pledge of the final 
resolution of the Inhabitants of the Colony of Graaffe Reinet to 
return to that due submission to the Laws and to the only Lawfnll 
Government of the Colony, which can alone restore them to a state 
of tranquillity and enable them to become partakers of the general 
prosperity which the People in every other part already experience 
from the change which has taken place in the Government and 
which I trust will shortly extend to your district. 

Some of the Inhabitants of Agterbruinshoogte and Zuurvel<l 
have sent me a Letter by the hands of Willem l>rinsloo Claasz 
and Frans Labuscagne, and as it is very much my wish that you 
should be acquainted with all that passes on this subject I scud to 
the provisional L-inddrost Gerotz a Copy of it as well as of my 
answer with which they have already returned, the h·ovisional 
Land<lrost will communicate them to you and they will servo to 
shew you the sentiments of His :Majesty's Government upon tho 
various points which formed the suhjeet of their U(l<lress. To this 
answer I added verbally that the Instant I receive1l a Report from 
the Landdrost if he should be arri vcd there, or in the meanwhile 
from the provisional Larnklrost of their perfect arnl entire sub­
mission to the Law & that they pai(l the neccHsary and duo 
obedience to the Larnl<lrost and Ileemr:ulen, and co11<lucted them­
selves in all respects as became good subjects & quiet Burgliern, 
I would then and not till then furnish them with Powder aml 
Shot. 

Among the Instances which you have lately giYen of your 
dei-ire to manifest your submission to His Majesty's Oovernment 
I have marked with particular pleasure the very proper and 
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respcctfull deputation, which You have sent to accompany the 
Lamldrost arnl minister on their return to the exercise of their 
important functions. I could have wished that this could have 
had its full effect by their being able to set out for the Colony at 
so short a notice, but neither can they be expected to be ready for 
so long a Journey, nor could I indeed prepare the Instructions 
necessary to be gi Yen under the circumstances of the times, 
without detaining your deputation longer than their private affairs 
can admit of. They shall however follow as speedily as possil>le, 
and I make not the smiillest doubt of their being received in a 
manner becoming their stations, the one as a Minister of God's 
Holy Word, the other as the deputed representative of the King 
in his district. In the mean time I rely on the zeal of the 
provisional Landdrost and on Your assistance to him in Your 
several stations, that no detriment may occur to the public during 
the short period of their absence. 

I Jiaye directed a quantity of powder and shot to be sent to you. 
I must lament the necessity which exists of repressing the rapacity 
of the Bosjesmen. In this business however which I only consent 
to from believing it to be necessary I must earnestly recommend 
a more humane proceeding than I understand has usually taken 
place towards these people. Let as many be taken prisoners as 
possil>le, use them kindly, and dismiss them to relate their treat­
ment to their Countrymen. If humanity did not call for this 
change of measures Policy would,-to exterminat1, them is im­
practicable, while by exciting an inveterate and determined 
resentment you have much to lose and nothing to gain. Let us 
try then by degrees to reclaim them from the savage plundering 
mode of life which they now follow. If this can once be brought 
about, they may be made usefull and your Cattle will herd in 
security. 

I conclude by earnestly exhorting you to continue in the orderly 
and peaceable conduct you have so laudably adopted, and that you 
exert your utmost influence amongst all ranks to the same purpose. 
You may then roly upon the protection and assistance of His 
Majesty's Government the highest gratification of which will be 
in your prosperity and happiness. I am &c. 

(Signed) J. II. CHAIG. 
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[Office Copy.] 

Letter from the WAR OFFICE to the EARL OF MACARTNEY, K.B. 

PARLIAJIIENT STREET, Januarv, 1797. 

MY LoRD,-1 have the honor to transmit herewith His Majesty's 
Commission and Instructions to your Lordship as Governor and 
Commander in Chief of the Settlement of the Cape of Good Hope, 
together with such Papers and Documents as are therein refencd 
to, for your Lordship's guidance and information. 

[Patent Roll.] 

EARL OF MACARTNEY, Goverrwr of the Oape of Good Hope. 

George the third by the Grace of God King of Great Britain 
:France and Ireland Defender of the ]faith e' To our right trusty 
and right wellbeloved Cousin and Councillor George Earl of 
Macartney of our Kingdom of Ireland Knight of the most 
Honorable Order of the Bath e' Greeting Whereas the Castle 
Town and Settlement of the Cape of Good Hope in South Africa 
with the Territories and Dependencies thereof arc now in our 
J>ossession and whereas by an Act passed in the present Session 
of Parliament intituled [ An Act authorizing his Majesty for a 
limited time to make Regulations respecting the Trade and 
Commerce to and from the Cape of Good Hope] We are enabled 
until the expiration of six weeks from the commencement of tho 
next Session of Parliament by and with the advice of our I>rivy 
Council by any Order or Orders to be issued from timo to time 
to give such Directions and make such ltcgulations touching the 
Trade and Commerce to and from tho said Settlement and the 
Territories and Dependencies thereof u.s to us in our couneil shall 
appear most expedient and Salutary any thing contained in an 
Act passed in the twelfth year of the Reign of his Majesty 
King Uharlcs the second intitulcd [ An Act for tho encouraging 
and increasing of Shipping and Navigation] or in an Aet passed 
in tlie seventh m1d Eightli years of the Heigu of his Majesty King 
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William the third intituled [ An Act for preventing Frauds and 
regulating Abuses in the Plantation Trade J or any other Act or 
Acts of Parliament now in force relating to our Colonies and 
Plantations or any other Act or Acts of Parliament Law Custom 
or Usage to the contrary in any wise notwithstanding Provided 
nothing in the said Act contained should in any manner be 
construed to infringe the Rights Privileges and Advantages 
belonging to the United Company of Merchants of England 
trading to the East Indies And Whereas we are desirous of 
providing for the temporary Government of the said Castle Town 
and Settlement with the Tenitories and Dependencies thereof 
during our pleasure and until we shall think fit to make further 
or other provision touching the same Know ye that We reposing 
especial trust and confidence in the prudence courage and Loyalty 
of you the said George Earl of Macartney of our especial Grace 
certain Knowledge and mere Motion have thought fit to that 
end to constitute and appoint you and by these presents do 
.constitute and appoint you the said George Earl of Macartney 
to be our Governor and Commander in chief in and over the said 
Settlement of the Cape of Good Hope in South Africa with its 
Territories and Dependencies as also of the said Castle and all 
:Forts and Garrisons erected and established or which shall be 
erected or established within the said Settlement Territories 
and Dependencies for and during our Will and Pleasure and 
we do hereby require and command you our said Governor 
during our pleasure to d and execute all things in due manner 
that shall belong to your said command and the trust Wee have 
reposed in you according to the several powers and directions 
granted or appointed you by this present commission and 
the Instructions herewith given you or by such further Powers 
Instructions and Authorities which shall at any time hereafter 
be given and granted or appointed you under our Signet and 
Sign Manual or by our order in our Privy Council or by us 
through one of our Principal Secretaries of State And Our Will 
and Pleasure is that you the said George Earl of Macartney do 
take the Oaths and subscribe the Declaration which by our said 
Instructions herewith given you are appointed to be taken and 
subscribed by you in such manner as therein expressed And 
Wee <lo further give and Grant unto you the said George Earl 
of Macartney or to any person or persons duly authorized hy 
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you in that behalf full power and authority from time to time 
and at all times hereafter until Wee shall make fmther or other 
provision touching the same to administer and give the oaths in 
an Act passed the First year of the Reign of King George the 
first intituled [ An Act for the further Security of His Majesty's 
Person and Government and the Succession of the Crown in the 
Heirs of the late Princess Sophia being I>rotestants and for ex• 
tinguishiug the Hopes of the Pretended Prince of Wales and his 
open and secret abettors J as the same is altered and explained by 
an Act passed in the sixth year of our Reign intituled [ An Act 
for altering the Oath of Abjuration and the assurance and for 
amending so much of an Act of the seventh year of her late 
Majesty Queen Anne intituled an Act for the improvement of 
the Union of the two Kingdoms as after the time therein limited 
requires the delivery of certain Lists and Copies therein mentioned 
to persons indicted for High Treason or Misprision of Treason] to 
all and every such person or persons as you shall think fit who 
shall hold any place of trust or profit or shall at any time or 
times pass into the said Settlement or shall be resident or abiding 
therein except in the case of persons professing the Religion of 
the Church of Rome or other Evangelic Mode of Worship than 
that of the Church of England And Whereas Wee may find it 
convenient for our Service that certain offices or places within 
the said Settlement should be filled with our Subjects observing 
other Evangelic Mode of Worship than that of the Church of 
England It is therefore our Will and Pleasure that in all cases 
where such persons shall or may be admitted into any such office 
or place the oath prescribed in and by an Act of Parliament 
passed in the fourteenth year of our Reign intituled [ An Act 
for making more effectual provision for the Government of the 
Province of Quebec in North America] and also the usual oath 
for the due execution of their Places and Trusts respectively shall 
be duly administered unto them in lieu of all other Tests and 
Oaths whatsoever And We do further give and grant unto you 
full power and authority from time to time and as often as you 
shall see occasion by yourself or by any other person or persons 
to be authorized as aforesaid to administer and give the said oath 
prescribed in and by the aforesaid Act of I>arliament passed in 
the fourteenth year of our Reign intituled [ An Act for making 
more effectual provision for the Government of the Province of 
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Quebec in North America] to all and every such person and 
persons professing the Religion of the Church of Rome or other 
mode of Evangelic Worship different from that of the Church of 
Englaml who shall at any time or times pass into the said Settle­
ment or shall be resident or abiding therein in lieu of the Tests 
and Oaths above directed to be given to them or any of them in 
that behalf And Wee do hereby give and grant unto yon the 
said George Earl of Macartney by yourself or by your Captains 
and Commanders to be authorized by you full power and authority 
to levy arm muster command and employ all persons whatsoever 
residing within the said Settlement and as occasion shall serve to 
march them from one place to another or to embark them for 
the resisting and withstanding of all Enemies Pirates and Heuele 
both at Land and at Sea and (if it shall so please God) to vanquish 
apprehend and take them and being taken to cause Execution to 
be clone upon them according to Law or to keep and preserve 
them alive at your discretion and to execute Martial Law in time 
of Invasion or at other times when it lawfully may be exercised 
and to do and execute all and every other thing or things which 
to our Governor and Commander in Chief doth or ought of right 
to belong according to the provisions which by this present 
Commission or otherwise ,v ee have made or shall make for the 
Temporary Government of the said Settlement with its Tenitories 
and dependencies during our pleasure and we do hereby give and 
grant unto you full power and authority when you shall see cause 
or judge any offender or offenders for criminal matters or for any 
:Fines or Forfeitures due unto us fit objects for our Mercy to 
pardon all such offenders and remit all such Offences Fines and 
:Forfeitures High Treason and Wilful Murder only excepted in 
which cases yon shall likewise have power upon extraordinary 
occasions to grant Reprieves r;o the offenders until and to the 
intent our Hoyal pleasure may be known therein And Wee do 
hereby require and command all Officers Civil and Military and 
all other Inhabitants of the said Settlement to be obedient aiding 
and assisting unto you in the Execution of this Commission and 
of the powers and authorities herein contained And in case of 
your ])eath or necessary absence from the said Settlement if there 
he no Person upon the Place commissioned or appointed by us 
to succeed to the vacancy which might thereby take place in the 
Office of GoYernor within the said Settlement for the purpose of 
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tho tomporary Governmont so intended by us to be providod 
dming our ploasme as aforesaid Our Will and Pleasure is that 
the Officer for the time being commanding our Forces in the said 
Settlement do take upon him the power and office of Governor of 
the said Settlement and execute this our said Commission and 
Instructions according to the several powers and authoritios there­
in contained for and dming our will and pleasure And W eo do 
hereby declare ordain and appoint that you the said Gcorgo Earl 
of Macartney shall and may hold and enjoy the place of our 
Governor and Commander in Chief in and over the said Settle­
ment of the Cape of Good Hope as also of all our Forts and 
Garrisons erected and established or to be erected and established 
in the said Settlement it.s Territories and Dependencies with all 
and singular the powers and authorities hereby granted unto you 
for and during our Will and Pleasure Provided always that 
nothing in this present commission contained or any act which 
shall be done under the authority thereof shall extend or shall 
be deemed or construed to extend to prevent us our Heirs or 
Successors from making such further or other· provision for the 
Government of the said Settlement its Territories and Depen­
dencies or any part or parts thereof at our will and pleasure and 
circumstances may require we meaning and intendincr fully and 
absolutely and to all intents and purposes whatsoever to reserve 
to ourselves our Heirs and Successors such and the same Hights 
and Powers in and over the said Settlement with its Territories 
and Depen<lencies and every part thereof and the Government 
thereof and of every part thereof as if these presents had not 
been made any thing in these presents contained or any Law 
Custom Usage Matter or thing whatsoever to the contrary in any 
wise notwithstanding. In ·witness et \Vitne 'S et the fifth day of 
January in the thirty seventh year of our Reign 

By Writ of Privy Seal 
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[Patent Roll.] 

Lords of the Adrniralty power to appoint a Vice Adrniral 
at the Cape of Good Hope. 

27 

George the third by the Grace of God etc To our right trusty 
und well beloved cousin and councillor George John Earl Spencer 
our right trusty and wellbeloved Charles George Lord Arden of 
our Kingdom of Ireland our trusty and wellbeloved Charles Small 
Pybus Esquire Hugh Seymour Esquire (commonly called Lord 
Hugh Seymour) Rear Admiral of the Blue Sir Philip Stephens 
Bm·onet James Gambier and William Young Esquires Rear 
Admirals of the White our commissioners for executing the office 
of our High Admiral of Great Britain and Ireland Greeting 

Whereas the Lords of the committee of our Privy Council have 
humbly reported unto us upon a Memorial from our commissioners 
for executing the office of our High Admiral of Great Britain and 
l~eland setting forth that we having been pleased to appoint our 
nght trusty and rioht wellbeloved cousin and councillor George 
},:arl of Macartney° of our Kingdom of Ireland and Knight of 
th0 most honorable order of the Bath et0 to be Governor and 
Commancler in Chief in and over the Settlement of the Cape of 
Good Hope in South Africa wiih its Territories and Dependencies 
t~ey .are humbly of opinion that it would be for the Good of our 
Service and the A.dvantaoe of our SubJ'ects tradina to that, Settle-o 0 

ment to hav !\ Court of Vice Admiralty settled there but as they 
are n~t by the orcliuary powers vested in them authorized to 
es!ablish vice admiralty courts in places newly conquered the 
said commissioners therefore most humbly propose to us that they 
may be empowered to appoint a Vice Admiral Judge and other 
proper Officers for a Court of Vice Admiralty at the said Settle­
ment of tho Cape of Good Hope in South Africa wiih its Territories 
and Dependencies we havina taken the said Report into our Royal 
consideration are graciousl; pleased to approve thereof Know ye 
therefore that we have authorized and empowered and by these 
presents do authcrize and empower you our said commissioners for 
executing the Office of our Hi.oh Admiral of Great Britain and 
Ireland or any three or more of you to constitute and appoint a 
Vice Adlllirul and also a J uu"e and other Oificers requisite fo1· a n 
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Court of Vice Admiralty within the said Settlement of the Cape of 
Good Hope in South Africa with its Territories and Dependencies 
in like manner as Vice Admirals Judges and other Officers of 
State Courts have been constituted by our High Admiral or 
Uommissioners for executing the Office of our High Admiral of 
Great Britain and Ireland for the time being in places where they 
have been tlSually heretofore appointed And our will and pleasure 
is that in the commissions ·which you are hereby authorized and 
empowered to issue as aforesaid you cause to be inserted all such 
Clauses as are usual in Commissions of the like nature and as you 
shall think fit and necessary for making the said intended Com­
missions most firm valid and effectual in the Law And Lastly our 
Will and Pleasure is that these our Letters Patent or the Inroll­
ment or Exemplification thereof shall be unto you our said com­
missioners a full and sufficient \Varrant and Discharge for your 
acting and doing in the premises Notwithstanding any omission 
Imperfection defect Matter cause or thing whatsoe,·er to the 
contrary thereof in any wise notwithstanding In \Yitness et 

\Vitness et the sixth uay of January in tho thirty seventh year of 
our lleign. 

By Writ of Privy Seal. 

(Office Copy.] 

Creation of a Court of Admiralty. 

George the thinl by the Grace of Gou of Great Britain J?ranco 
and Ireland Kiug Defender of the l◄'aith &ca To our right Trusty 
and right well l.Jeloved Cousin and Councillor George Earl of 
Macartney of our Kingdom of Ireland Knight of the Bath our 
Governor and Commander in Uliief of the Colony or Settlement of 
the Cape of Good Hope in South Africa extell(1ing from the 
Southern Extremity of the continent of Africa ftlong tho western 
coast thereof as far as Cape Negro in the Atlantic Ocean and along 
the Eastern coast of the saicl continent as far as Cape Corientes in 
the Indian Sea aml comprising all the Tenitory situated within 
those limits or our Governor and Commander in Chief of the said 
Colony or Settlement for the time being Major General Francis 
Dundas Lieutenant Governor of the said Colony or Soltlemeni of 
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the Cape of Good Hope or the Lieutenant Governor of the said 
Colony or Settlement for the time being The Judge of our Vice 
Admiralty of the said Colony or Settlement of the Cape of Good 
Hope for the time being Andrew Barnard Esquire Secretary of the 
said colony or Settlement of the Cape of Good Hope or the 
Secretary of the said Colony or Settlement for the time being Our 
.Admiral the honorable Sir George Keith Elpbinstone Knight of 
the Bath Commander in Chief of our Naval Forces at the Station 
or within the Jurisdiction of the said Colony or Settlement of the 
Cape of Good Hope and the Commander in Chief of our Naval 
Forces at the Station or within the Jurisdiction of the said Colony 
or Settlement for the time being and all Admirals Vice Admirals 
Rear Admirals Captains and Commanders of any of our Shipe of 
War for the time bein~ who are or shall be within the Admiralty 
Jurisdiction of the said Colony or Settlement of the Cape of Good 
Hope Greeting Whereas by an act of parliament made in the 
Eleventh and Twelfth years of the Reign of our late Royal 
predecessor King William the third Intituled an Act for the more 
effectual Suppression of piracy (reciting as is therein recited) it is 
among other things enacted that all piracies, Felonies and Robberies 
committed in or upon the Sea or in any Haven River Creek or 
Place where the Admintl or Admirals have power authority or 
Jurisdiction may be examined enquired of tryed heard and 
determined and adjudged according to the directions of the said 
.A.ct in any place at Sea or upon the Land in any of his said late 
Majesty's Islands plantations colonies Dominions Forts or Factories 
to be appointed fer that purpose by the King's Commission or 
Commissions under the Great Seal of England or the Seal of the 
.Admiralty of England directed to all or any of the Admirals Vice 
Admirals Rear Admirals Judges of the Vice .Admiralties or 
Commanders of any of His Majesty's Ships of war and also to all 
or any such person or pel'8ons Officer or Officers by name or for 
the time being as his Majesty should think fit to apJ><>int which 
said Commissioners should have full power jointly or severally by 
warrant under the hand and Seal of them or any one of them to 
?ommit to safe custody any person or persons against whom 
information of piracy Robbery or Felony upon the sea should be 
given upon Oath (which Oath they or any of them should have 
full power and were thereby required to administer) and to call 
and assemble a Court of .Admiralty on Ship board or upon the 
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Land when and as often as occasion should require which Court 
should consist of seven persons at the least and it is therehy 
further enacted that if so many of the persons aforesaid could not 
conveniently be assemblecl any three of the aforesaid persons 
whereof the president or chief of some English Factory or the 
Governor Lieutenant Governor or Member of His Majesty's Councils 
in any of the plantations or colonies aforesaid or Commancler of 
one of His Majesty's Ships was always to be one shoul<l have full 
power and authority hy virtue of the said act to call and assemlJle 
any other persons on Ship board or upon the Land to make up the 
number of Seven and it is thereby also provided that no persons hut 
such as were known merchants Factors or planters or such as were 
Captains Lieutenants or Warrant Officers in any of His Majesty's 
ships of war or Captains Masters or Mates of some English Ships 
should be capable of being so called and sitting ancl voting in the 
said Court And it is thereby further enacted that such persons 
called and assembled as aforesaid should have full power and 
authority according to the course of the Admiralty to issue 
Warrants for bringing any persons accused of piracy or llobbery 
before them to be tryed heard and adjudged and to summon 
witnesses and to take Informations and Examinations of witnesses 
upon their Oath and to do all things necessary for the hearing and 
final determining of any case of piracy Robbery and :Felony and 
to give Sentence and Judgment of death and to award Execution 
of the offenders convicted and attainted as aforesaid according t,o 
the Civil Law and the methods and rules of the Admiralty and 
t,hat all and every person and persons so convicted and attaint,ed 
of piracy and Robbery should have and suffer such Losses of 
Lands goods and Chat,t,ols as if they had been attaiuted and 
convicted of any piracies Felonies and Robberies acconling to a 
Statute made in the Twenty-eighth year of the Heign of King 
Henry the Eighth for Tryals of Treasons :Felonies Robberies 
Murthers and confederacies committed upon the seas which said 
first recited Act by another Act made in the fifth year of the 
Heign of our late Hoyal predecessor Queen Ann was continuecl 
from the Expiration thereof for the further term of seven years and 
from thence to the End of the then next Session of parliament 
arnl which by another Act, made in t,he first year of the lteign of our 
late Hoyal Ancestor King Ueorge the first was revived from the 
Twenty ninth day of September One thousand .'eYen hurnlre<l and 
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Fifteen and was to be in Force during the continuance of that act 
which was to continue for five years and from thence to the end of 
the then next Session of parliament and which by one other act 
made in the Sixth year of the Reign of our said late Royal Ancestor 
King George the first was made perpetual and whereas by one 
other act of parliament made in the Eighth year of the Reign of our 
said late Royal Ancestor King George tbe First Intituled an Acb 
for the more Effectual Suppressing of piracy (reciting as therein is 
recited) it is amongst other things thereby enacted that all and 
every person or persons therein and thereby declared to be guilty 
of or accessary or accessaries to any piracy Felony or Robbery 
shall and may be enquired of heard determined and adjudged in 
the same manner as persons guilty of piracy and Robbery might 
and ought to be enquired of heard determined and adjudged by the 
said Statute made in the Eleventh and Twelfth years of His said 
late Majesty King William and being thereupon attainted and 
convicted should suffer such pains of Death Loss of Lands Goods 
and Chattels and in like manner as pirates and Robbers ought by 
the said Act of the Eleventh and Twelfth years of his said late 
Majesty King William to suffer 

~ow know ye That we iu pursuance of the said recited Act of 
the Eleventh and Twelfth years of his said late Majesty King' 
William the third & of the Eighth year of our said late Royal, 
Ancestor King George the first of our special Grace certain 
knowledge and mere motion have made constituted and appointed 
and by these presents Do make constitute and appoint you 
the said George Earl of Macartney and our Governor and 
Commander in chief of the said Colony or Settlement of the 
Cape of Good Hope for the• time being Major General Francis 
Dundas and our Lieutenant Governor of the said Colony or 
Settlement of the Cape of Good Hope for the time being the 
Judge of our Vice Admiralty of the said Colony or Settlement of 
the Cape of Good Hope for the time being Andrew Barnard 
Esquire and our Secretary of the said Colony or Settlement of the 
Cape of Good Hope for the time being Vice Admiral Sir George 
Keith Elphinstone and the Commander in Chief of our Na val 
]forces at the station or with::.n the J uri s<liction of the said Colony 
or Settlement for the time being and all Admirals Vice Admirals 
Rear Admirals Captains and Commanders of any of our ships of 
war for the time being who are or shall be within the Admiralty 
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Jurisdiction of the said Colony or Settlement of the Cape of Goo<l 
Hope to be our Commissioners at the said Colony or Settlement of 
the Cape of Good Hope for the Examining enquiring of Trying 
hearing and determining and adjudging according to the directions 
of the same Acts in any place at Sea or upon the Land at the said 
Colony or Settlement of the Cape of Good Hope all piracies 
:Felonies & Robberies and accessaries thereto committed or which 
shall be committed in or upon the Sea or within any Haven River 
brook or place where the Admiral or Admirals have power authority 
or jurisdiction and you the said George Earl of Macartney and tho 
Governor and Commander in Chief of the said Colony or Settlement 
of the Cape of Good Hope for the time being Major General :Francis 
Dundas and our Lieutenant Governor of the said Colony or Settle­
ment of the Cape of Good Hope for the time being The Judge of 
our Vice Admiralty of the said Colony or Settlement of the Cape 
of Good Hope for the time being Andrew Barnard Esquire and our 
Secretary of the said Colony or Settlement of the Cape of Good 
Hope for the time being Vice Admiral Sir George Keith Elphin­
stone and the Commander in Chief of our Naval Forces at the 
Stations or within the Jurisdiction of the said Colony or Settlement 
for the time being and all Admirals Vice Admirals Rear Admirals 
Captains and Commanders of any of our Ships of War for the time 
being who are or shall be within the Admiralty Jurisdiction of the 
said Colony or Settlement of the Cape of Good Hope our Com­
missioners at the said Colony or Settlement of the Cape of Good 
Hope for the purpose herein before mentioned We do make ordain 
and constitute by these presents hereby giving and granting unto 
you our said Commissioners jointly or severally by warrant under 
the Hand and Seal of you or any one of you full power and 
authority to commit to safe custody any person or persons against 
whom Information of piracy Robbery or :Felony upon the sea or 
as accessory or accessories thereto shall be given upon Oath (which 
Oath you or any one of you shall have full power and are hereby 
required to administer) and to call and assemble a Court of 
Admiralty on Ship board or upon the Land when and as often as 
occasion shall require which Court our will and pleasure is shall 
consist of se\'en persons at tho least and if so many of you our 
said Commissioners cannot conveniently be assemhle<l any three or 
more of you (whereof you the said George Earl of Macartney our 
said Go\'ernor and Commander in Chief of the said Colouy or 
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8ettlement of the Cape of Good Hope or the Governor and Com­
mamler in Chief of the said Colony or Settlement for the time 
being or you the said Major General Francis Dundas Lieutenant 
Governor of the said Colony or Settlement of the Cape of Good 
Hope or the Lieutenant Governor of the said Colony or Settlement 
for the time being or a Commander of one of our ships who are or 
shall he within the Admiralty Jurisdiction of the said Colony or 
8ei0ement of the Cape of Good Hope as place of Tryal happen to 
lJe always one) shall have full power and authority by virtue of 
tho said recited Acts and of these presents to call and assemble 
any other persons on Ship board or upon the Land to make up the 
number of Seven Provided 1J.1at no persons but such as are known 
merchants Factors or Planters or such as are Captains Lieutenants 
or Warrant Officers in any of our Ships of War or Captains 
Masters or Mates of some English Ships shall be capable of being 
so called and sitting and voting in tho said Court And our further 
J>leasure is and We do hereby expressly declare and command 
that such persons called and assembled as aforesaid and such other 
persons hereby authorized shall have full power and authority 
according to the course of the Admiralty to issue Warrants for 
bringing any persons accused of such piracy Robbery or :Felony or 
as accessary thereto before them to be Tryed heard and adjudged 
and to summon Witnesses and to take Informations and Examina­
tions of witnesses upon their Oath and to do all things necessary 
for tho hearing and final determination of any case of piracy 
Hobbery and :Felony or as accessary thereto and to give 'entence 
aml Judgment of Death an'l to award Execution of the Offenders 
con vir.ted and attainted as aforesaiu according to the civil Law and 
the methods and rules of the Admiralty and that all and every 
pel'SOJJ. and persons so convictetl and attainted of piracy Robbery 
or l<'elony or as accessary thereto shall have and suffer such Losses 
of Lands Goods and Chattels as if they had been attainted and 
convicted of any piracies Felonies and HolJberies according to the 
aforementioned Statute rnaue in the reign of King Henry the 
Eighth and our express Will & pleasure is and We do hereby 
direct and Command that so soon as any Court shall be assembled 
as aforesaid either on Ship Hoanl or upon the Land this our 
Commission shall first be openly read and the said Court then 
and there shall be solemnly and publicly called and proclaimed 
and then the presi1lcnt of such Court shall in the first place 
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publicly in open Court take the Oath mentioned and appointed 
to ho taken hy the saicl recite!l Act. ,1f the Eleventh and Twelfth 
years of the Reign of his saicl late Majesty King William the third 
and such president having taken the Oath in manner as aforesaid 
shall immediately administer the same to every person who shall sit 
and have awl give a voice in the said Court upnn the Tryal of the 
Prisoner or l.>risoners Anrl Lastly we do hereby direct Impower 
and re'luire you Our said Commissioners tf\ proceed act adjuclge and 
determine in all things according to the l'owers authorities anrl 
directious of the above recited Acts and of these presents .And 
these presents or the Entry nr Registering thereof in our hiJh 
Court of Admiralty shall he unto yt)u allli each and every of you 
for so doing a sufficient Warrant an<l discharge In \Vitness whereof 
We have caused the Great Seal of our high Court of Admiralty of 
England to be hereunto affixed Given at London the sixth Day of 
January in the year of our Lord One thousand Seven hundred and 
ninety seven and of our Reign the Thirty Seventh. 

L. S. 

Examined. 
(Signed) ARDEN, Registrar. 

(Initialed) G. R. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from the WAR OFFICE to the EARL OF MACARTNEY. 

PARLIA:UENT STREET, January, 1797. 

MY Lonn,-In conformity to the wish which you have expressed 
to me to he furnished with His Majesty's permission to return to 
Europe, should the state of your health render such a measure 
irnlispensibly necessary, I have received His Majesty's Commands 
to inform Your Lordship that, unwilling as His Majesty is to look 
to an event which would so materially interfere with the execution 
of the important Services entrusted tu Your Lordship, He is never­
theless graciuusly pleased to c<,nsent that You shoultl, in such ca.'!e, 
consider Yourself as having His permission so to do, an.I that You 
should be furnished with a passage home in one of His Majesty's 
Rhips of War. His Majesty is the more inclined to cr,mply with 
this request on your part, from a conviction that Yuur Lordship's 
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zeal for His Service, the high sense you entertain of your duty, 
and your exertions to carry the important objects of your Instruc­
tions into effect, will only be restrained and limited by a considera­
tion of the consequences which may arise in the event of the loss 
of Your Lordship's health, to the possibility of which His Majesty 
cannot advert but with equal reluctance and concern. 

f Office Copy.] 

Letter from the WAR OFFICE to the EARL OF MACARTNEY. 

PARLIAMENT STREET, 7 January, 1797. 

MY LORD,-His Majesty having been pleased to determine that 
the Fees and Perquisites which may be received by any Public 
Offices established, or to be established under the Government of 
the Cape of Good Hope, should in no case whatever beloug to the 
Person or any of the Persons employed in such Offices, by right of 
Office and without account; but that all such Fees and Perquisites 
should be appropriated to the payment of the fixed appointments 
of the Persons employed in such Offices, as far as they will go for 
this purpose, and it being His Majesty's further Pleasure that in 
case of their exceeding in any particular Office the expence of the 
Establishment of that Office, the Surplus, whatever it may be, 
shall be appropriated to discharge the Expences of such other 
Offices as may be deficient in this respect, and in case there should 
be any surplus in the whole, then that it should be paid into the 
Treasury of the Settlement, and be applied in aid of the other 
Branches of the Public Expences. I am commanded to acquaint 
your Lordship with these Dispositions, and beg leave to suggest as 
the best method of ca1Tying them into execution that you should 
direc'G the whole amount of all Fees and Perquisites above describer!. 
to be collected r1l~arterly into one Fund, from which they might 
be ap:tiropriate<l and accounted for in the manner above mentioned. 

D 2 
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[Office Copy.] 

Letter from the WAR OFFICE to the EARL OF MACARTNEY. 

PARLIAMENT STREET, 14th January, 1797. 

MY LORD,-In consequence of our last conversation, and for 
your better guidance in the points then discussed, I shall in this 
Letter briefly repeat to Your Lordship such Instructions as appear 
to me most requisite at present, in addition to those which have 
been already delivered to you. 

The allowance or Salary which you are to draw and to receive, 
as Governor and Commander in Chief of the Cape of Good Hope, 
is to be at the rate of Ten thousand pounds per annum, Sterling 
money, and from the particular considerations to which we had 
occasion to advert in what passed between us on this point, as 
with respect to the allowances of similar Situations in which you 
have been formerly placed, you are also permitted further to draw 
and receive the Sum of Two thousand pounds per annum Sterling 
money, in addition, under the head or title of Table money. Total 
Twelve thousand pound,; per annum. 

The allowance or Salary which is appointed to be drawn or 
received by the Secretary and Register of the Colony is to be 
Three thousand pouncls per annum Sterling money, which you will 
take care to have properly placed and provided for on the 
Establishment. 

Your own allowances as Governor, and those of Mr. Barnard 
as Secretary and Register, are to commence and to he paid from 
the first day of August last; but the Salaries and allowances of 
those officers destinecl to fill certain places at tho Cape, an<l 
now to accompany you in the Trusty Man-of-War and the Sir 
Ed1card lblghcs Irnliaman, are to commence only from the first 
day of the present Year. 

You are to he allowed two Aid de Camps, with ten shillings 
per clay each, to be paid on the Civil Establishment of the 
Colony. 

All Ralaries and allowances arc to be paid in Sterling money at 
the highest exchange. 

In case that the Revenue of the Colony should fall short 
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of the charge of the Civil Establishment, as may be the case 
in the present state of affairs, the deficiency must be supplied from 
Home. . 

As the conquest of the Cape of Good Hope, and many other­
Conquests to the Eastward of it of the highest importance, have 
been lately made by His Majesty's arms, which, from their 
relative Situation to the Possessions of the East India Company, 
involve various claims, Interests and accounts, to be hereafter 
adjusted between Government and the said Company, It has been 
judged most expedient, for the purpose of promoting the public 
8ervice in point of Unity, Simplicity and ceconomy, that any 
deficiency arising at the Cape as above mentioned should be 
debited to the East India Company in the first instance, the said 
Company debiting Govemment for the same in account, to be 
afterwards liquidated between them in their general Settlement: 
You are therefore authorized, in case of such deficiency, to 
draw for the amount upon the Chairman and Deputy Chairman 
of the East India Company, at thirty days Sight. 

As many serious inconveniences may arise from the too great or 
improper concourse of Foreigners, and particularly of French and 
Dutch, to the Cape, you are to be particularly watchful of such, 
and permit none, not thereto belonging before the Capture, and 
not included in the Capitulation, to establish themselYes there, 
without their being authorized by a licence signed by the proper 

• officer here in England, or where you shall see other good cause 
for granting such permission. 

[Office Copy.J 

Letter fro1n the \VAR OFFICE to the EARL OF M.\.CARTNEY. 

PARLIAMENT STREET, Jantwry, 1797. 

l\fy Lo1rn,-IIerewith you will receive the Insignia of the most 
Honourable Orcler of the Bath, which it is His l\fajesty's pleasure 
to confer on Major General ,Tames Henry Craig; and it is His 
1\fajesty's further pleasure that Your Lonbhip i,ltoul<l inve:;;t him 
therewith in such a manner as to reader this mark of the King's 
favor most distinguished and conspicuous. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from GENERAL CRAIG to the RIGHT HONOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CAPE OF GooD HOPE, 14th Janwry, 1797. 

Srn,-Being now in hourly expectation of the arrival of the 
Person in whom His Majesty has been pleased to place the charge 
of the Government of this Colony, I conceive it to be an object of 
consequence to avoid as much as possible the interfering with any 
arrangement which he may think it expedient to adopt. I am 
therefore letting every matter which occurs lay over as far as is 
consistent with the necessity of carrying on the ordinary business 
of the Government. Some of the articles from which the Revenue 
arises, and which are farmed out, ought to be advertized at this 
time, but as they may lay over without inconvenience for a short 
period, I have delayed taking any steps in expectation of seeing 
the Governor before it becomes absolutely necessary to do so, and 
some, which I have thought required further regulations, I have 
renewed only for two months, at the expiration of which they may 
be investigated anew, and such measures adopted in them as may 
appear proper. 

I have lately had several communications with the people of 
Graaffe Reinet, and it is with pleasure that I find myself enabled 
to inform you that the disposition which I had the honour to 
announce to you in my despatch of 9th September as then pre­
vailing amongst them, continues to operate, and that I have 
received the most positive assurances from them of their entire 
submission to His Majesty's Government. Those of two districts 
alone have made some difficulty and seemed inclined to make 
terms, but on conversing with their deputies they gave me strong 
assurances that that was not their intention, but that they would 
submit in the same ruanner as the rest of the Colony has done. I 
have thought it proper to delay the return of Mr. Bresler tho 
Landrost untill the arrival of the Governor. 

As notwithstanding the present appearances I think it not 
improbable that the extreme turbulence and arrogance of these 
people, joined to the effect of the machinations of the ill disposed 

 

 



Recoi·ds of the Gllpe Colony. 3!) 

upon their gross credulity, may still occasion disturbances, I am 
extremely desirous that there should not exist a possibility of 
attributing any circumstance to me, which has not really occurreu 
in the intercourse which I have had with them; with this view, as 
well for the information of His Majesty's Ministers, I do myself 
the honour to enclose copies of my late correspondence with 
them. 

I likewise enclose a Copy of the warrant issued for destroying 
the paper m•mey which had been exchanged for that which was 
stampe<l anll signed for the puqJose, as Jirected by my former 
warrant of the 20th April of which I transmitterl a copy in my 
Letter of the 10th July. The certificates of this whole transaction 
are regularly lodged in the records of the Court of Justice, and the 
act of the Court directed to be demanded by the Fiscal is lodged 
and shall be left in the Secretary's Office. 

Since the above has 1Jeen finished it has been reported to me by 
the Receiver General that he has in his Custody a sum of lG,000 
Dollars also of worn out and defaceu m1mey which has been paid 
into his office by the varinus branches of the revenue and which is 
unfit to be issued again ; I have therefore published a second 
warrant for the signing and stamping of that sum exactly similar 
to the one issued on the former occasion. The pieces are signed 
and stamped, but they are n0t yet exchanged, waiting till the last 
of the Revenue of December is paid in, in 0rder t0 chuse the worst 
of the pieces,-as soon as it is exchanged I shall direct the worn 
out all(l defaced pieces to be destroyed, in the same way as was 
<lone with the last. 

Of all the L1iffi.culties which this Colony labours under from the 
total stop which has been put by the circumstances of the times, 
to the importation of the various articles with which it useLl to be 
supplied, there is noue which presses harder upon it than the want 
of Slaves, of which there have lleen none brought into the Colony 
since the Year of 1793. In the ordinary course of the concerns of 
the Inhabitants this woulcl be very much felt, but it is peculiarly 
so at this moment when looking forward to an encreasml consmnp­
tion of every article of produce 0f the Country beyond what was 
ever thought c,f before, every one is desirous of meeting it with a 
proportional encrcase of means in order t0 share in the general 
}lrosperity. Upon a representation from the magisLrates iu the 
name of the IuhalJitauLs and from my own knowledge or: the re,tl 
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state of the Colony in this respect, I have been induced to tako 
advantage of His Majesty's permission contained in your dispatch 
of 8th June and have given leave to a Portuguese Vessel from 
Mozambique to dispose of her Cargo consisting of 350 Slaves, 
which sold at a price beyond what was ever known before. The 
conditions which I annexed to the permission of selling the Cargo 
were that they should be disposed of singly at public auction, and 
that three weeks notice should be given in order to allow time for 
the Country people to be acquainted with it. I also bound the 
Captain to give all the money produced by it to the Paymaster 
General for his bills, at the usual discount of 20 per Cent. It 
amounts to something more than 100,000 Dollars in paper money, 
but is not yet collected, and when it is I have promised to givo 
a portion of it to the navy who are as deficient in this respect as 
we are. 

Having some time ago requested a speedy supply of money, I 
have not thought it necessary of late to observe much upon the 
great difficulties which we labour under from the want of it ; hut 
they have at times pressed so hard upon us, as to be very near 
putting us to very great inconveniences. The money which the 
Paymaster General will receive from the Sale of the Slaves will 
do very little more than discharge the demands at this moment 
existing on the Commissary General, and we have really liLtle hut 
the chapter of accidents to depend upon for our future existence ; 
I may use the term Sir, as it will be recollected that the Rations 
of the Troops is one of the principal articles of our Expence, the 
mounting the 8th Dragoons creates another call upon us just now 
of about 50,000 Dollars and I can only mount them as we have 
money to pay for the Horses, we have now about lG0. I have &c. 

(Signed) J. H. CRAIG. 

L Original.] 

Letter from GEXEIL\.L C1urc: to the RIGHT HoxouuABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CAPE OF Gooo IIo1•E, Jany. 11tll, 1707. 

Srn,-I have had no opportunity hy which I could licfore report 
to you, that tho 80th Ucgimcnt sailed for India on the l~Lh of 
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Deer. in the fleet which brought out the 8th Dragoons, they were 
convoyed by the Oiscau, Saldanha, and Vindictive, :Frigates, who 
were to proceed with them as far as the Admiral thought necessary 
for their safety. 

Shortly before the sailing of this Fleet, I received an applica­
tion from Rear Admiral Pringle for 128 men, to act as Marines 
on board the different Ships of his Squadron, I could not but be 
sensible that the Ships stood in great want of hands, but circum­
stanced as I am here with a force which I consider, and have 
represented as inadequate to the Service for which it is destined, 
I <lid not think myself at liberty to part with so considerable a 
portion of it, I therefore thought myself obliged to decline com­
plying with the Admiral's request; but as he afterwards repre­
sented to me, that the Frigates which were to convoy the :Fleet 
of Indiamen, could not perform that service without assistance, 
I consented to embark about l!'orty Men for that purpose, which 
I had the less difficulty in doing because they were not expected 
to be absent above three weeks. 

We have mounted about 150 of the 8th Dragoons, and are 
going on in purchasing horses as fast as I can command the 
money to pay for them, my object with respect to the Cavalry, 
has always been to have the whole of them (except 100 or 150 
reserved for the immediate Service of the Town) in the Country 
stationed so as to form a line across from sea to sea cutting off 
every communication between the Inhabitants of the Interior 
part of the Colony and the plain immediately about the Cape 
Town. l!'or this purpose it was necessary to seek for a proper 
position as a Quarter for the main body, detaching from thence 
to the right and left, I have taken a place exactly situated as I 
would wish, every circumstance of this sort is at this moment 
attended with an enormous expence, but it appeared to be in . 
evitable. I have agreed to pay £50 a Month for the land, which 
has the peculiar advantage, and which indeed next to its situation 
was my principal inducement for taking it, of furnishing very 
good summer pasture for almost any number of horses, so that 
we can never be at a loss for feeding them, and I have contracted 
fur lmilding Temporary Stables for 500 horses and huts fur as 
many rneu with officers in proportion for 11,000 Ilix Dollars. 
The whole are lo be finished by the middle of next month. On 
the right we have a place in the hands of Government capable 
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with a very little repair of containing a squadron of 160 horses. 
On the left I have not yet determined what to do. 

I cannot refrain from mentioning a very particular want which 
is experienced here and which I am apprehensive may really 
become a serious distress, I mean fuel, the very great and unusual 
demand for it has so exhausted the Country of the little wood 
which grows about us, that we now find the utmost difficulty in 
procuring a sufficient quantity for the daily consumption of the 
Garrison, which is for no other purpose but cooking. This is 
an object which will require the very particular attention of the 
Government here and will be remedied by taking care to plant 
a sufficient quantity of the Silver Tree, which is what is usually 
consumed, and which is of very quick growth. In the meantime 
however I seri,rnsly see no remedy but that of sending a quantity 
of Coals here. The expence of such a measure must certainly at 
first sight appear to be such as to render it impracticable. I doubt 
however very much whether it will be greater than what is now 
actually paid for our wood, which is enormous. I can find no 
person sufficiently acquainted with the subject, nor have I any 
document of any sort by which I can judge how far a determinate 
quantity of Coals will do when applied as it would be here to 
the sole purpose of cooking. The practice which takes place 
with respect to the supply of the Garrison of Gibraltar will 
perhaps afford a good criterion by which to judge 0f what may be 

. necessary here, but certainly without such assistance the place 
will very shortly be destitute altogether nor is there a possibility 
of getting any supply from elsewhere. At any rate it will be 
indispensably requisite that a certain quantity be sent out by the 
very first opportunity by which it can come, as every public 
work will shortly be at a stand for want of C0als for the forges. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) J. lI. CRAIG. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from GENERAL CRAIG to the RIGHT HONOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

43 

CAPE OF Goon HOPE, 14th January, 1797. 

Srn,-Our extreme want of money has obliged me to apply 
two thousand pounds more of the surplus of the Revenue in the 
hands of the Receiver General, to the defraying of the Military 
expences, for which I have taken the Paymaster General's bills, 
and have remitted them to my agent Mr. Greenwood, in the 
same manner as I formerly apprized you that I had done, by my 
Letter of 30th September. I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. H. CRAIG. 

[Original.] 

Lcttc1' from GENERAL CRAIG to the IlIGIIT lIONOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CAPE ToWN, 15th January, 1797. 

Srn,-The 28th Regiment of Light Dragoons being quartered 
in the Country about fifteen miles from Town where it is not 
possible for the Women belonging to it to procure any work, or 
means of Subsistence, and where no market exists at which they 
could purchase meat or bread even if they had the means of doing 
it, I have found myself under an absolute necessity of granting 
half Rations to the Women aud quarter rations to the Children. 
I have taken care in the order, to apprize the men that they are 
to consider it as an act of indulgence, which I take upon myself 
to grant them, from tho peculiar exigence of the case, & which 
will cease tho moment that exigence no longer exists. I hope 
what I have doue in this respect will meet His Majesty's appro­
bation. I have &c. 

(Signed) J. II. CRAIG. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from REAR ADMIRAL PRINGLE to EVAN NEPEAN, ESQRE. 

Hrs llfAJESTY's SmP Tremendous, 
CAPE OF GooD HOPE, 15th January, 1797. 

Srn,-Having ordered His Majesty's Sloop Princess to proceed 
to England with the Contractor storeship and :Maria Dutch prize 
laden with the cargoes of Dutch ships taken at the Capture of 
the Cape, I embrace so safe an opportunity as that of Captain 
Kemp, to enclose an Abstract of the State and Condition of His 
Majesty's Ships and Vessels under my Command, by which The 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty will see that the deficiency 
with respect to Men is nearly as considerable as represented 
in my Letter of the 13th :N"ovember, the few People to be pro­
cured here being little more than equal to the Deaths and other 
Casualties. I am sorry to add that the Scurvy has made very 
considerable Progress in the Ships returned from Sea, and there­
fore hope Their Lordships will see the absolute Necessity there 
is of sending out a Speedy and effectual Heinforcemeut of Men 
as well as a proportion of Surgeons' .Mates and Petty Officers of 
different descriptions of which this Squadron is excessively 
deficient. 

His Majesty's ship Impcricnse, Lord Augustus Fitzroy, with 
the Queen, East India Company's Ship under conYoy, anived here 
the 24th November last from Saint Helena, where His Majesty's 
Ships Isis and Prince Frederic!.; were left waiting for the home­
ward bound Ships from China to convoy them to England. On 
the 8th ultimo the American ship John of Boston sailed from 
hence for England, having on board as ra~sengers with my 
Passport the Dutch Hear Admiral Lucas, the (;aptains Clarii', 
llhinbende, and J<'alckenberg, Lieutenant l'etcr Feteris, Seeretary 
John Jacob }'am, Doctor J>etcr Van tlcr Pott, Ca<lets Engelbertus 
Lucas, Johannes P. Fam, all(l five servants, and on the 0th the 
Gecrtruida (Cartel), being cornplcatly .Fitte<l and ::;1.ol'C(l, saile<l 
for Holland, having on board :l:lO Dutch Prisoners of ·war taken 
in Saldanha Day. I have also given l'assports to the Captains 
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Christian Cerif, Hermanus Barbier and Gustavus Adolphus Falck, 
to proceed to Holland in any Ship they may think most con­
venient for Themselves. 

On the 10th December the outward bound East India Ships 
sailed from this Bay under convoy of His Majesty's Ships Oil!can, 
Baldanha, and Vindictive, who I have directed to see them to a 
Latitude of Safety, and then to return to this Place. On the 
21st I received a letter from Governor Brooke of St. Helena, 
dated the 27th of November, informing me that the Prince 
Frederick sailed for England the 13th, having under convoy the 
Hon. East India Company's Ship TVorccstcr, with the Van,n(I, 
IJoyd, Sovereign, and Caledonia, Extra Ships, ibat ihe :Fleet from 
China arrived on the 20th of Novemuer, and only waited the 
arrival of the ships from Madras to proceed under the I>rotection 
of the Isis. 

On the 31st His Majesty's Ships Jupiter and Scrptrc arriyed 
here from their cruize off the Mauritius, having captured three 
small Vessels, two of which they destroyed, the third (a Brig) 
arrived the 12th instant. Captain Losac left that Station on the 
25th November, having previously detached the Crescent, IJraarc, 
and Sphynx to look into Foul Point and Augustine's Bay. On 
the 13th these last Ships returned to this rlace, having cap­
tured five Vessels and also destroyed an Establishment of the 
Enemy's at Foul Point upon the Island of Madagascar. There 
were none of the Enemy's Ships of War at Mauritius during the 
time the British Squadron was cruizing off there, but by informa­
tion receiYed from a ]!'lag of Truce (sent in with Prisoners) they 
were soon ex11ected. 

His Majesty's Sloop Echo having been represented to me to be 
in a very bad state, I ordered her to be surveyed, and she has 
been found totally unfit for sea serYice. I had therefore intended 
to make use of her as a depot for Provisions at Simon's Bay, there 
heing great want of Storehouse Iloom at that Place, but from what 
I now learn she is so very rotten as to be thought not trustworthy 
even at Anchor, I have therefore ordered a more minute Survey 
upon her, and in consequence will either make her a Provision 
Store, lending mosi of the few Men she has io other Ships, or 
orcler her Hull to be sold. 

There heing no arrangement of Ordnance Stores here for the 
Navy, and the Military Ordnance Storekeeper having none to 
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supply our wants, Their Lordships will see the Necessity of 
ordering an immediate Supply. 

Having employed His Majesty's Brig Euphrosyne for some 
time past in surveying False Bay, and Lieutenant Whittle, her 
Commander, having discovered a very dangerous Rock, supposed 
to be that on which His Majesty's ship Trident struck in July 
last, I have ordered a Buoy to be laid down near it. The Rock 
is of small dimensions, but extremely dangerous, being directly 
in the Fair way coming into Simon's Bay. As I am inclined to 
believe there are still dangerous Rocks unknown in False Bay, 
I shall continue the Euphrosyne on that Service till Lieutenant 
Whittle has made a complete Survey of it, indeed great Part of 
the Adjacent Coast and its Bays, particularly to the Eastward, 
are so very little known that I hope Their Lordships will think 
proper to order out to this Station some Cutters or other Vessels 
fit to be employed on the Surveying Service. I have, &c., 

(Signed) T. PmxaLE. 

L Original.] 

Letter from ADMIRAL PRINGLE to EVAN NEPEAN, ESQRE. 

TremendoU8, CAPE OF Goon HOPE, 

18th Junu(lry, 1797. 

Srn,-Y ou will be pleased to acquaint the Lords Commisshners 
of the Admiralty that IIis Majesty's ships Oiscaii and Vindictive 
have detained and brought into this port a very large ship uncler 
American colours, now called the George, of Bostou, lately the 
West Capelle, belonging to the Dutch East India 0<,nq,any, 
pretended to he sold by them to the Americans, which trans­
action took place lately at Batavia. She is navigated mostly hy 
Dutch officers and seamen ; her cargo consists chiefly of S1,ices, 
Sugar, Coffee, Arrack, Sapan Wood, and Sweetmeats, bound from 
Batavia to Boston in America. The circumstances of this ship, 
as well as those attending the A1yonaut allll Anwlicnbury 
(detained here by Sir George Keith Elphinstone) and the numher 
of similar cases which must arise upon a Station situated as this 
is, evince strongly the very great necessity of a Court of Admiraliy 
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being immediately appointed here. Frauds of every description are 
made use of both at Mauritius and Batavia to cover an illicit and 
dangerous commerce, and it re<]_uires a more competent knowledge 
of these matters than a Captain of the Navy can possibly be 
supposed to possess, to act upon occasions which must very 
frequently take place here, and what between anxiety to do their 
duty with prupriety and the danger attending an improper 
detention, their situation is most irksome and unsafe. 

I must therefore request you will move their Lordships that a 
Court of Admiralty may be appointed as soon as possible at the 
Uape of Good Hope. I am, &c. 

(Signed) T. PRINGLE. 

[Original.] 

Letter from ADMIRAL PRINGLE to EVAN NEPEAN, ESQRE. 

His MAJESTY'S SHIP TremendoU8, 
CAPE OF Goon HOPE, 24th January, 1707. 

Srn,-I have to request you will inform their Lordships that on 
examining the brig Diana, one of the prizes brought in by the 
Crescent, Braavc, and Sphynx, a discovery has been made of papers,. 
the contents of which are of such a dangerous tendency not only 
to the commercial interests of GJ-eat Britain, but to the purpose 
of supplying the Enemy with Provisions, that I think it highly 
necessary to transmit authentic c0pies herewith for their informa­
tion. I am fully convinced there are similar transactions of the 
same fraudulent nature carried on not only at Mozambique, 
hut in many other settlements in this part of the world. 

This letter comes by Ilis Majesty's sloop Princess who has 
under her cunvoy tho Contractor East India Ship and the Maria 
Dutch prize, both loaded with l'roperty taken at the Capture 
of the Cape. 

I have dircctnd the Commissioner ancl Storekeeper to transmit 
to tho Navy Bmml Lists of such Raval ~tores as arc wanteJ at this 
Y anl, an\l I am to request their Lordships will give orders fur a 
spce<ly and ample supply, there being not only a want of them 
for His l\fajesty's Service, hut almost every V esscl that anives 
here is more or lesa in need of assistance from the Public Stores, 
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since there is no Private Magazine or Place for supplying Naval 
Stores in this part of the W orlcl. I am, &c. 

(Signed) T. PHINGLE. 

[The enclosures in this dispatch are very voluminous. They 
inclU<le corresponclence uetween officials ancl others at l\Iozamhi<1ue 
and :Mauritius, ancl copies of contracts for the supply of proviHions 
to the :French. The plan was for vessels to sail from 11fozamhique 
uncler the Danish and Portuguese flags, witli a sufficient number 
of slaves on uoard to disarm suspicion. They were to put into 
TaLle Bay, pretending to be bound to Hrazil, and were then under 
some excuse to sell the slaves and purchase as great a quantity of 
provisions as possible, with which they were to make their way as 
spee<lily as practicahle to Mauritius. If by any chance they could 
not sell the slaves or obtain foocl supplies in South Africa, they 
were to proceecl to nio Janeiro and get what they could there.J 

[Copy.] 

PIWCLAMATION 

By JAMES Hl!:XRY CRAIG ]~ QR. lllujor General and Culond of Ifis 
l,fajc,3ty's 4Gth Rryirncnt of Foot Cunwianrliny at the Cape of 
Goocl Hope ancl its dependencies, t(';c., &c., &e. 

The informations, which I have received, relative to the last 
Harvest of Corn, have led me to apprehend, that it would be re,p1i­
site to aclopt timely measures to J>rcvent a want of that most 
necessary Article of life, and I have therefore left no means untrieil 
to be perfectly informed of the real state of the said harvest, some 
persons having declared that the deficiency, compared with the 
Urop of the last year, was consideraLle, iu so much as to have 
reason to he apprehensive of a scarcity, and others absolutely con­
tradicting it, have testified that the saicl. Harvest was not bad, arnl 
that there wa.s no reason for apprehernling any want. 

I have required the ]~urgher Senate, in consequence of the aforc­
saicl contradictory declarations, to make a proper inc1uiry into the 
quantity of Corn reaped in the Cape District, and have also 
directed a similar inquiry to Le made in the districts of Stellen-
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bosch and Drakenstein-the official reports of which I no,v expect ; 
But I have in the mean while been provisionally informed by the 
further accounts upon this Subject, which I have received with 
more accuracy, that, altho' the Country, in this present year, has 
not produced such a plentifull Harvest as in the former, there will 
however be no reason to apprehend any want, provided necessary 
attention be used betimes. I have in the mean while, and whilst 
expecting the aforesaid Official Reports, thought it a duty incum­
bent upon me, to adopt the following provisional measures : in the 
first place 

1. I interdict the Export of Corn, Flour, or Biscuit from this 
Colony in all Ships whatever, the provisions for the Ships of His 
Majesty and for those belonging to the Honble Company or other 
British Subjects, and also the provisions or Consumption of foreign 
Ships excepted, which last mentioned roust however have obtained 
a permit in writing from the Government for that purpose, stating 
the quantity of Provisions of Corn Flour or Biscuit allowed to be 
shipped, on penalty of confiscation of the Corn Flour or Biscuit 
carried off. 

2. Further all Persons whatever, whether priviledged Bakers or 
others are most seriously forbidden to make any bargain or pur­
chase of Corn behind the Castle or beyond the Salt River or in the 
Country or to cause any such bargain or purchase to be made on 
penalty of forfeiting one thousand Cape Guilders and the Corn, so 
purchased or bargained for, to be ditided one third for the Govern­
ment, one third for the Fiscal and the remaining third part for 
the informer, whose name, if desired, shall be kept secret. The 
corn, therefore, is to be brought by the farmers or their people into 
the Cape Town and there exposed to sale. 

3. I interuict anu forbid also any Individual, who is no publick 
Baker either to His Majesty's Army or Navy or to the Colony, to 
purchase any Corn in Cape Town of any farmer, as only the said 
Bakers (at least provisionally and untill I shall think it expedient 
to repeal this restriction) shall be entitled so to do, who shall, how­
ever, be bound to make their purchases in person without being 
allowed to give commission for that purpose to any other person, 
likewise on penalty of confiscation of the Corn purchased and of 
One Hundred Rixdollars to be divided as above. 

Having thought expedient to make these regulations for the 
present, I shall in the mean while expect the aforesaid Official 

II. E 
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-Accounts, in tlrder then to determine whether and how far necessity 
will require me to make use of the offer of the Admiral to cause an 
immediate importation of Corn and Rice from the Indies. 

And that no person be able to plead ignorance, I require and 
direct that these presents be immediately published and stuck up 
in the usual places in this Colony. 

Given under my Hand & Seal at Head Quarters Cape of Good 
Hope the 30th January 1797. 

(Signed) J. H. CRAIG, Major Geneml. 

[Original.] 

Letter from Am.nRAL ELPHINSTONE to EVAN NEPEAN, ESQUIRE. 

LO!,!DON, 1st Fehry., 1797. 

Sm,-I have the honor of your letter of yesterday signifying the 
direction of my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty for me to 
report upon the circumstances of the case of the Ship Argonaut, 
Mr. John Collett, Master. In obedience to their Lordships' com­
plands I beg leave to represent that the Ship the Argonaut was 
detained by Major General Craig and myself as a public act of 
government for the following reasons. 

1st. Because an expedition was then on foot against the 
Mauritius. 

2nd. There was a Frenchman on board who was supposed to be 
a spy. 

3rd. The General and I verily believed that the Master Collett 
must have had communication with the Dutch Fleet at the Canaries, 
and that he came into the Cape as a Spy to obtain information for 
the Enemy. The Colony was fillet! with clamours and intemper­
ance in consequence of the indecent conYersation they held at the 
house of Mrs. Asplin in Simon's Bay, which appeared so very 
unbecoming that Lieutenant Mason of the Marines and others 
found it necessary to transmit the particulars to mo at Capo 
Town. 

It is admitted that I sent a guard on hoard the A ruonaut, as in 
every other instance, for the purpose of preventing smugglin<r, to 
which the American ve1111els were very addicted, and the praC'ticc 
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of sending a guard on board had been practised to every foreign 
vessel that arrived subsequent to the smTender of the Cape. I 
also ordered every refreshment, supplies of stores, and every aid to 
be afforded from His Majesty's Ships to the Aryonaut, and free 
communication with the shore to Mr. Collett and his Crew without 
restraint of any kind. Mr. Collett went and resided at Cape Town 
twenty-five miles distant from his ship. 

Some time after, I was informed that the Argonaut was bona 
fide a French ship, and capable of being armed for war, that the 
Master and Crew were chiefly French and English, and no 
Americans on board. 

Under these circumstances I felt it my duty to consult with 
Major General Craig and the Chief Officers of the Navy, who did 
not hesitate one moment to concur in opinion that the Frenchman 
ought to be confined until he gave a satisfactory account of him­
self, and that Mr. Collett and his Mates should be examined before 
a Court of Justice, which was accordingly done, and the result was 
that General Craig, the Admirals and Captains of the Fleet unani­
mously were of opinion that the ship Argonaitt was upon an illicit 
trade and ought to be detained, from the fullest conviction that 
the ship was bound to Batavia to convey to Europe the effects of 
the Dutch East India Company, and when their Lordships recollect 
the information intercepted and communicated by me to the Right 
Ilonble. Secretary of State and to the Admiralty they will readily 
dis9ovcr the necessity and incumbent obligation to detain the 
Argonaut said to be American property. 

The information alluded to acquainted that forty sail mostly 
under American Colors had been chartered by the Dutch Company 
for the express purpose of transporting the Dutch spices to France 
and Holland, and recommended the Council of Batavia to send the 
choicest commodities on board such ships, among which number 
was the American ship Nancy, Gardner Master, who remained at 
the Cape and sold part of his Cargo to the Major General, contrary 
to the orders I had left. This Gardner had on board duplicates of 
the dispatches for Batavia which I had fortunately intercepted by 
the American Ship Columbia in ballast, and he received £2,500 for 
the conveyance of them. 

The G rcyhou nd, Grey Master, was precisely under similar 
circunrntances, also the Eli::a, Mariner Master, which was taken 
Ly the Mu,uirch. She threw the original contract overboard, which 
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was picked up by the ltfmwrch's boats, and was unfortunately 
recaptured by four French frigates. 

I never took any charge of the A1·gonmtt, nor did I ever 
dispossess Mr. Collett as his correspondence will show, or take 
any men from her excepting such as were British subjects and 
who in consequence of disputes chose to enter. One of them, the 
Mate, refused to proceed in the A1·gonaut to the East Indies, 
alledging that he feared incurring the penalties against British 
subjects, and it will appear that the Ship A1·gonaut was lost 
through the negligence or design of Mr. Collett, who was at that 
time in Cape Town twenty-five miles distant, and had before be n 
informed by my officer and myself that his ship was not in a state 
of safety. 

It is also worthy of remark that Mr. Collett is a British subject, 
the ship French built, Blanchard, the pretended seller, is the 
1''rench resident in Philadelphia; the ship had no American 
Register; Mr. Collett had engaged his Crew in England, and had 
taken Apprentices thence bound to himself; he had purchased 
part of his cargo in England, and took it out of a ship at Madeira; 
the Ship had no Clearance from Bordeaux and only a vague 
Certificate from the American Consul at Madeira ; Mr. Collett 
repeatedly refused to give any satisfaction respecting the destina­
tion of the ship, at the same time pretending he was bound for 
Canton, to Bengal or other places, but generally petulantly and 
rudely observed that he was bound wherever he pleased, and came 
to the Cape because he liked. I have, &c., 

(Signed) G. K. l~LPIIINSTONE. 

I Office Copy.] 

Letter ftu,n thr "\VAR On1c:E to the EARL OF MACARTNEY. 

PARLI.UIEST RTREET, 2nd February, 1707. 

MY LoRD,-I transmit to Your Lordship, by the King'R com­
mand, the copy of a Letter I have received from the Lords 
Commissionere of the Admiralty, inclosing a Letter addresse(l to 
their Lord hips by the Commis ioners of the Navy, r que tin~ 
that the Civil Department of the Navy may he :iccommodate(l 
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with such Houses as may be necessary for the purpose of con­
taining a quantity of Stores intended to be kept as a Deposit at 
the Cape of Good Hope for the use of His Majesty's Ships 
employed on that Station, and for the residence of the Officers 
of the Yard, and I arn to Signify to Your Lordship His Majesty's 
pleasure that you are to comply with the request therein con­
tained, as far as circumstances will admit, and to such extent as 
the convenience of the Public Service may appear to you to 
requiro. 

[Copy.] 

PROCLAMATION 

By JAMES HENRY CRAIG ESQUIRE Major General and Colonel of 
His Majesty's 46th Rcyiment Infantry, Commanding at the 
Cape of Good Hope and its Dependencies, &c., &c., &e. 

Whereas it has been reported to me, that there is reason to 
believe that some Pers.ons are endeavouring to take advantage of 
the failure of the last Harvest, by buying up the Corn from the 
poorer Burghers in the Country, in order to keep it up & thereby 
to enhance the price, to their own advantage but to the m1mifest 
prejudice and injury of the Publick-and that such is particularly 
suspected to be the practice of some of the richer Burghers, 
Inhabitants of the Country. 

Now, in order to prevent such improper and iniquitous conduct, 
I do hereby most strictly & p(Toitively prohibit & forbid any person 
whatever from purchasing any Wheat, Barley or other Grain, 
except what may be for the use of their own Families, untill 
such grain be brought into Town, and then such grain ( except as 
aforosaid for the use of ]families only but not for sale) can only be 
purcha. ed by the licenced Bakers, and the Persons contracting for 
the supply of His Majesty's navy & army. And, in order more 
strictly to enforce this alutary Regulation, I do hereby affix a 
penalty of Five Rixdollar , for every muid of grain so bought & 
sold, to be levied both on tho buyer & seller, each in the like 
penalty of Five Rixdollars-one third of which penalty shall be 
6riven to any one giving the necessary Information for conviction. 

And whereas, by the 10th Article of the Regulations relative to 
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the licencing of Rakers, the priviledge of baking & selling Biscuit 
is exclusively secured to them; not with standing which it appears 
that sundry Persons do bake Biscuit in the Country, by which not 
only the said Bakers are injured but His Majesty's Revenue is 
also defrauded of the Duty on the Wheat, which ought to be paid 
at it's entry into Town : I do, therefore, prohibit all making or 
baking of Biscuit for Sale in the Country, except what may be 
made to be consumed in the Country-under the like penalty of 
1000 Rixdollars, annexed to the breach of the same Regulations 
with respect to Persons in Town. 

And the College of Justice, His Majesty's Fiscal, the Burgher 
Senate, together with the Landdrost & Heemraaden of the several 
colonies, as well as all other magistrates and officers, are expressly 
enjoined and required to pay all due attention to the carrying into 
effect this Regulation, which, that no one may plead ignorance, is 
to be published & affixed at the usual Places & in the usual 
manner. 

Given under my Hand and Seal, at Head-Quarters, Cape Town 
on the 11th of February 1797. 

(Signed) J. H. CRAIG. 

[Original.] 

Letter from the EARL OF MACARTNEY to the RIGHT HONOUR­

ABLE HENRY DUNDAS. 

PLYMOUTH, Fibruary 14th, 1797. 

Srn,-1 am to acknowledge the honor of your letter of the 
2nd instant (which I received at this place by last Saturday's 
post) inclosing the copy of a letter from the Commissioners of 
His Majesty's Navy to the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, 
as also a copy of their Lordships' letter to you on the subject of 
it, both dated the 28th of January, and shall obey your Commands 
thereupon to the best of my power, without any difficulties or 
.delay. You will permit me to observe that if there be no 
Buildings at the Cape of Good Hope already destined for the 
reception of Naval Stores, and for the accommodation of the 
Officers of the Yard and the Civil Department of the Navy, It 
may become necessary to hire, or erect such as may be wanted, 
in which case, I presume, the expence ought to be defrayed by 
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the Admiralty, as usual at other places, but should I be mistaken, 
and it be meant to fall elsewhere, you will please to inform me, 
in order that no misunderstanding may arise, and that, as the 
charge must then be placed to the account of the Government, 
and not of the Admiralty, I may draw for it in the same manner 
as I am directed to do by your instructions, for other exceedings 
of the Colony Revenue. 

I have the pleasure to inform you that the damages which the 
Trusty had received in coming thro the Needles are now repaired. 
She came out of Dock yesterday evening, and we hope to proceed 
in her on our Voyage in a very few days. I have, &c. 

(Signed) 

[Copy.] 

PROCLAMATION 

MACARTNEY. 

By JAMES HENRY CRAIG ESQ. l,fajor General & Colonel of His 
Majesty's 46th Rcginicnt Infant?-y, C01nm,anding at the Cape 
of Good Hope & its Dependencies &c., &c., &c. 

Whereas I think myself now sufficiently informed of the state 
of the present wheat Harvest, which I have omitted no possible 
Means to enquire into, and as this point requires at present more 
particularly my attention, Since, upon all the said Information, I 
hold myself convinced, that the present Harvest has still yielded 
a quantity, which, by a pruue.nt management, added to the Store 
of old wheat still existing in the Country, does not cause us, 
thank divine Providence, to be apprehensive of a real want. 

I have thereforn thought it expedient to declare, by these 
presents, to the Inhabitants, my Intentions & Orders on that 
Subject. 

I have already, in my Proclamation of the 30th of January 
last, commenced with establishing such provisional arrangements, 
as I have thought expedient in the present case-and which 
arrangements have chiefly consisted in the following.-

I. In prohibiting the Export of Corn. 
2. In obviating the Irregularity of buying up the Corn behind 

the C,istlc. 
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3. In forLidding every private Person to purchase any Corn,­
in order thereby to prevent that richer People might not provide 
themselves by preference before the poorer Inhabitants and that 
the former, from a groundless apprehension, making perhaps 
Larger purchases than they really want, mi<rht not thereby 
augment the Scarcity. 

I next have, by a later proclamation issued on the 11th Instant, 
made the necessary Restriction regarding the purchases done by 
richer Burghers, Inhabitants of the Country, actuated by interested 
views-which practice ought also to be prevented in a Country of 
good order. 

Having thus caused the aforesaid Regulations to precede, I 
have in the interim minded the conduct of the Farmer as well as 
of the Baker & of others, and I have observed that many of them 
cannot be acknowledged free from having chosen very wrong 
ways, in order, without the least regard for the general wellfare, 
to extend their self-interest, from the circumstances which offer, 
into an unreasonable Extremity. 

And it will soon be my time to shew the publick, that a proper 
method of governing ought and knows how to put a stop to it. 

The Cape Town is at present not for four months provided with 
Corn, and the Contractor for Supplying His Majesty's Troops has 
scarcely a store for four weeks-notwithstanding there exists (as 
I have mentioned above) no such scarcity, that one should already 
now be obliged to suffer any want, and notwithstanding that the 
Time shall now soon begin to expire, in which the Farmers have 
always been accustomed to bring to Cape Town a Store of Corn, 
sufficient untill the month of August at least. 

I have strictly investigated by what Farmers, si.hce the last 
Harvest, there bas already been and still daily is brought some 
Corn to Cape Town, and I am aware, that, among the same, there 
are found very few of those who are accounted the principal 
]<'armers, nay, that some of them have even not so much a a 
single muid as yet brought in-as the most pnrt of those who are 
still bringing some Uorn to Town chiefly consists of poorer or of 
the poorest Inhabitants or of widows & people dwelling beyond 
the mountains and far from here. 

I have therefore reason to suspect that the richer }?armer, not 
content with the price which, according to custom, the market 
affords to him, intends to keep up the Corn, and then to avail 
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himself of the pinching want on the part of the poorer Inhabitants 
(who cannot dispense with the first Article of Life) for carrying on 
a shamefull usurious Trade, tho' in a time that there exists no real 
want, yet under favour of the Scarcity occasioned by his arbitrary 
keeping up, not scrupling, in order to attain that end, at reducing 
the Inhabitants to the extremity either to perish with hunger or 
unlimitedly to satisfy his avidity, and moreover intending to 
expose a Garrison, that defends the Country & secures the same 
:Farmer in his Trade, custom & possession, to the want of the 
mdispensable Article of Life. 

Against such a Proceeding Government ought to be watchfull, 
and it is for that purpose that I prepare this proclamation. 

Not that I suppose for certain, that the conduct of the said 
richer Farmers takes place really with the view alluded to-the 
course of matters and my observations therefrom lead me this 
only to suspect. 

I hope to experience the contrary and of course not to be 
brought to the necessity, always disagreeable to me, of making 
use of that Force which I have at hand, in order to prevent such 
practices and to cause His Majesty's Commands to be obeyed. 

But whereas the time approaches to it's end, since the bringing 
of the Corn to Cape Town every year usually takes place mostly 
in the month of February, of which we already have the 15th day, 
-and whereas in the next month of March the Farmers usually 
send their Draw Bullocks off, to cause the same to graze in richer 
pastures in the more interior parts of the Country, in order to 
render them capable for the next Plough time, from whence thus 
follows that the bringing of'- the Corn, at least the necessary 
quantity of it untill the month of August, can absolutely not 
take place but during the instant month and during some days 
in the next monih,-which also has obtained here always as a 
constant custom. 

I therefore exhort and warn the Farmers in General and the 
aforesaid richer :Farmers in particular, by these presents, to bring, 
between this day untill the next 10th of March, a proper quantity 
of their Store of Corn here to market, and of course to provide the 
Cape Town, according to custom, with this indispensable article of 
Life at least untill the month of August. 

I trust that for the present, a warning will suffice, and that 
C\'CfY one, upon a mature consideration of what I have mentioned 
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in this present proclamation, by complying dutifully with it" shal! 
prevent the adopting of other severer measures-the effect of 
which it would be ridiculous to call in question. 

For the rest I desire that every possible speedy Publicity shall 
be given to it, that no person, particularly in the present case, 
may be able to plead ignorance of my meaning and intention. 

Wherefore, being published and stuck up, Copies of these 
presents are moreover to be sent to the seYeral Feldwagtmeesters, 
who, each of them, shall be responsible for it's being rendered 
publick in their respective Districts. 

Given under my Hand and Seal at Head Quarters, Cape Town, 
the 15th february 1797. 

(Signed) J. H. CRAIG. 

By order of Major General Craig. 

(Signed) H. Ross, Secretary. 

[Copy.] 

PROCLAMATION 

By JAMES HE~RY CRAIG ESQR. lt-fajor General of His J.fajaty's 
46th Regiment of Foot Cornrnanding at the Cape of Goocl 
Hope & its dependencies &c., &c., &c. 

Having judged it expedient for the public good to direct, that a 
more strict examination relative to the produce of the late Harvest, 
shall take place in order thereby to procure better information on 
that important subject, than has been obtained by tho moans of 
the returns directed by my former proclamation to be given to 
the Veldvachtmeesters which have been very generally neglected. 

I do therefore, for this purpose direct that two Commissions of 
the College of Heemraadon be immediately formed to proceed to 
the aforesaid investirration, the one in the Colony of Stellenbosch 
and the other in that of Drakenstoin, and the Commissaries con­
stituting the said Commission are thereby empowered and enjoined 
to take such steps as shall appear most proper to them to obtain 
the most exact and accurate information by viewing the granaries 
and stores of the Inhabitants by questioning them upon oath if 
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they judge proper and even by causing the Corn to be actually 
measured, in cases in which they may think that precaution 
necessary. 

A.nd the said Commissaries are further directed to enquire (also 
upon oath if they judge proper) into the quantity which each farm 
produced the last year, as likewise of the quantities requisite for 
the farmers own consumption, & for sowing for the ensuing Year, 
as such knowledge may tend greatly to ascertain the dependance 
which can be placed upon the produce of the last Harvest. 

A.nd the Inhabitants in general and without exception are 
hereby required and directed to receive and treat the Commissaries 
aforesaid with the respect and attention due to their stations as 
well as to His Majesty whose Ministers they are, and in whose 
name and in behalf of whose Government they act, and readily 
and chearfully to furnish them with the information required, 
together with all other assistance which they may be able to give 
towards the effecting their important mission. 

A.nd I do further announce and declare that if any person shall 
behave contrary hereto, and shall not readily answer and obey the 
Commissaries aforesaid, or shall by any means obstruct them in 
the execution of the trust reposed in them, such persons shall 
incurr a penalty of Two hundred Rix Dollars, and shall besides 
be considered as ill disposed Persons and contemners of His 
Majesty's Government. 

Given under my Hand and Seal at Head Quarters Castle of 
Good Hope 18 :February 1797. 

(Signed) 

[Copy.] 

PROCLAMATION 

J. H. CRAIG. 

By JAMES HENRY CRAIG EsQRE Major General and Colonel of His 
:Majesty's 4Gth Begiment of Foot Commanding at the Cape of 
Good Hope and its dependencies &c., &c., &c. 

Whoreas it has appeared that a practice of Smuggling is taking 
place with the Meal, which is brought into the Cape Town and 
pa~scs without paying the Tythes, under pretence that the Corn 
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has been sent from the Town to the Mills and that the Tythes 
have already been levied on it,-while meal is, however, brought 
up ground from Corn, which has never been in the Cape Town, and 
on which no Tythes have, of course, been levied. 

Now, in order to prevent not only the aforesaid practice so 
prejudicial to His Majesty's Government, but also the further 
disorders which must arise from it, I, therefore, require and direct 
that, in general, no meal shall pass the Custom House of the 
Imhoff without the Tythes being levied on it, in the same manner 
as on the Corn, unless it be proved that the Meal is ground from 
Corn brought from the Cape Town to the Mills, and on which the 
Tythes have, of course, already been levied. And it is further 
directed, that any baker sending Corn to the Mills, shall be 
bound to give along with his waggon, a note with his name and 
the quantity of Corn which he sends for the purpose of being 
ground, and which note is to be delivered to the Custom House 
Officer at the Imhoff-and the said Custom House Officer, 
having duely compared the same note with the load on the waggon, 
is then to give a Ticket for the Miller, which Ticket, on the 
return of the Meal, is also to be given back to the said Custom 
House Officer, in order that such Meal may pass without levying 
the Tythes on it-and it is further interdicted, that no farmer 
shall deliver the Corn, which he brings up for any Baker, at one 
of the Mills or at any other place behind the Castle, but he is 
duely to bring the same into the Cape Town. 

All the aforesaid, on penalty of confiscation of the Corn or 
Meal which shall have been attempted to be entered contrary to 
this order, and, moreover, on forfeiture of a Fine of 150 Rixdollars 
-one third to the Government, one third to the Fiscal and the 
remaining part to the Informer. 

And Whereas I have been informed that no fixed penalty has as 
yet been established on the subject of defrauding the Tythes on 
the Import of Grain and Pulse and the duty on wines; I, there­
fore, by these presents establish in that respect a Penalty of 
1000 Guilders, besides the Confiscation of what may have been 
imported without having duely paid the aforesaid Duties; to be 
divided as above. 

Given under my Hand at Head Quarters Cape Town the 
27th February 1797. 

(Signed) J. H. CRAIG, Major General. 
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[Original.J 

Letter fr01n GENERAL CRAIG to the RIGIIT HONOURABLE HENRY 

DUNDAS. 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, 27th February, 1797. 

Srn,-I am much concerned to have to report to you, the very 
great failure of the last harvest in this Colony, owing to the 
uncommon series of dry weather, which prevailed during the whole 
of the winter, and particularly during a long period immediately 
preceding the ripening of the Corn, when a certain quantity of rain 
was the most requisite. I have taken every possible pains with 
the advice and assistance of the Fiscal to get the best information 
to enable me to judge of the real state of the Uountry and of the 
necessity of seeking a supply elsewhere. In this we have had 
every opposition which could arise from prejudice and interest to 
combat, The existing laws & usages of tho Colony appearing how­
ever to afford the Government a sufficient power for this purpose, 
I have endeavoured to effect it by means of Commissions appointed 
from the Burgher senate & the Landdrost & Heemraaden of tho 
distant Colonies, without having recourse to extraordinary means, 
and without Military interference, The returns of a considerable 
district have indeed been so imperfect that I have directed a new 
Commission of enquiry in those parts, and they are now out for 
that purpose. 

The information which we haYe collected by these means, leaves 
not the smallest room to doubt, that there is a very considerable 
deficiency from the usual produce of the Country, It is stated to be 
much above a third, but I think it myself to be little less than a 
half. 1N e have calculated that with care & Economy our stock 
may last us till August, and the following harvest is not got in till 
November but it is impossible to be perfectly accurate in such 
calculations in which it is the Interest of so many individuals to 
deceive us, and which may after all become totally useless from a 
casual arrival of any number of His Majesty's Ships which may 
require a supply. 

I shall write immediately to Bombay to request the Government 
of that Settlement to charter a Vessel of six or seven hundred 
Tons and load her with wheat for this place. I much fear that the. 
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expence of this measure must fall upon His Majesty's Government 
& the wheat be applied to the use of the Troops, If a part of it is 
spared to the wants of the Inhabitants It will rest with the 
Government here to determine the rate at which it may be given 
to them so as to lessen the burthen. I apply to Bombay on this 
occasion as I am advised that the quantity of wheat is more likely 
to be procured with facility at that !'residency than at either of 
the others at the same time that the season of the year at which 
it is probable that it will be ready will ensure a more speedy 
passage from thence than from Bengal. 

I have also with the conCUITence of the Admiral, given pass­
ports to two ships sailing under Danish Colours, which are 
employed by some merchants of this place to bring Cargoes of 
Rice,-as it was utterly impossible to procure British hips 
for such a purpose, and as His Majesty has already been pleased 
to consult the wants of this Colony, in the permission which He 
has given, that I should allow articles of which it might stand 
in need, to be Landed from eutral Ships, The Admiral and I 
have thought that the step which our necessities have induced us 
to take on this occasion would not be disapproved of. 

I hope that these supplies will not fail us, but as you must be 
sensible Sir, that they are by no means certain I trust that His 
Majesty's Government will assist us from Europe also, I under­
stand that most if not all the India Ships come out here in such 
a way that they can with ease bring each some Tons of flour al tho' 
they could not perhaps so well bring Corn, five or six hundred 
tons sent this way would with the assistance of one of the Rice 
Ships upon which I hope we may depend, answer our wants-, 
unless some unexpected demand should encrease them, the great 
object & to which I must request that particular attention may 
be paid, is, that such assistance as is given us may anive in time, 
I have already observed that we calculate our present r soun~ " 
to be sufficient to August, it will therefore require some expedition 
to ensure us a supply by that period, & unless a Division of 
Indiamen should be on the point of sailing on the anival of this 
dispatch, I fear that what they would bring would be too late 
to be effectual and in that case a ship should he sent on purpose. 

I have thought it right to apply to tho Admiral to dispatch the 
General Small Cutter immediately-not only with the view of 
procuring us the neces, ary supply but also that IIis Majesty's 
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Ministers may be aware of the circumstance, that if the war 
should continue and should occasion any rendezvous of Ships or 
Troops at this Colony no dependance may be placed on a supply 
of provisions, I have desired Mr. Pringle to write to the Court of 
Dirflctors to wa.rn all their Ships not to rely on any supply of 
bread here as well as to be on their guard with respect to 
St. Helena. 

I must confess this circumstance has come rather unexpectedly 
upon me for I had been taught to believe that the produce of the 
Country in Corn was so considerable, that I imagined that even in 
the case of a deficiency of a third of a harvest, there would still 
remain enough for the years consumption; last years harvest was 
a remarkably good one. The Country is indeed capable of pro­
ducing almost any quantity of Corn but it stands to reason that 
no more will be raised than can be consumed in the Colony or 
than can be carried to a ready market, and the demand of the 
past year, as unexpected in the Country as it was great in its 
extent, could barely be answered by that part of the crop which 
used to be sent to Batavia and other parts by the Dutch Company. 
What we sent to Europe was almost entirely Corn which we found 
in Store, the accumulation of the surplus of several harvests, this 
has left us without any resource but the produce of the present 
year. I have instructed the Commissioners to be very earnest in 
their persuasions to the Country people, not to suffer themselves 
to be tempted by the high price which corn necessarily bears just 
now, to part with any of their seed corn for next year, and I have 
also directed them to exhort them to cultivate as much vegetables 
as possible by which the quantify of bread at present consumed by 
the slaves may be decreased . 

.At the same time that I write to the Government of Bombay 
for wheat, I shall also Request of them to take up a smaller ship 
and send here from a Thousand to two Thousand barrels of gun­
powder compleating her Cargo with timber fit for gun carriages 
and platforms, of the latter of which we are in the utmost want. 
With respect to Gun powder our stock is a good deal decreased 
& is not at present equal to the answering any demand which 
might accidentally be made on it, particularly in the event of a 
naval action. The supply of the Inhabitants of the Country is 
likewise a consideraule call upon it. This bas always been from 
the Uornrnment Stores and it will be prudent I imagine to con-
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tirrne it on the same footing. I understand that the East India 
powder is not so good as the English, but it is cheaper, and I 
am induced to make my application to Bombay from the possi­
bility of the very great demand in England not allowing of so 
large a quantity being sent here with conveniency. I have &c. 

(Signed) J. H. CRAIG. 

[Copy.] 

Letter from MAJOR GENERAL CRAIG to JoNATIIAN DUNCAN, EsQRE., 
Governor of Bornbay. 

CASTLE OF Goon HOPE, March 2nd, 1797. 

Srn,-In the unfortunate circumstance which has taken place 
here of a considerable failure in the Harvest of this Year owing 
to an uncommon series of dry weather, particularly during the 
period immediately preceding the ripening of the Corn, which 
threatens us with an entire want in a few months, I am under 
the necessity of adopting the most effectual means for obtaining 
a speedy supply, and having consulted those Gentlemen who are 
most likely to give me the best information on the subject, I find 
that from the season of the Year at which this will probably reach 
India, the end I have in view is more likely to be accomplished 
from the presidency under your direction than from either that 
<>f Madras and Bengal. From the best information which I have 
been able after infinite difficulty to obtain of the quantity of 
Wheat actually in the Colony we calculate that with economy 
~nd attention it will about last us till the middle of August, but 
Calculations of this nature, whatever pains may be · bestowed on 
them, must always be liable to error from the interest which the 
Farmers from whom alone we can get the necessary information 
have in deceiving us, at the same time that they may become 
entirely useless from an accidental demand occasioneJ. by a 
rendezvous of any consiJ.erable force either naval or military. I 
mention this only with the view of pointing out the necessity 
which exists of not entirely relying upon our being able to support 
ourselves so long, and consequently of providing for the mo t 
speedy succour. 
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I am therefore, Sir, to request that you will have the goodnesfl 
to use every possible expedition in taking up from seven to eight 
hundred Tons of Shipping on Government account either in one 
or in two Ships as you find most convenient and in dispatching 
them to us loaded with Wheat or Flour and about 100 Tons of 
Rice, to be paid for by Bills on London at such rate as you may 
agree upon. 

We are likewise rather short in our stock of Gunpowder, and 
I should therefore also request that you will take up a smaller 
Vessel such as will be able to bring us from a thousand to two 
thousand Barrels, compleating her Cargo with Teak and Poon 
Wood or other Tim her such as is fit for Gun carriages and plat­
forms, of which we are in the utmost want. You will be best 
able to form a judgment of the size proper for a Vessell for this 
purpose, but I should imagine that one of from two to three 
hundred Tons burthen, if such can be procured, would be suffi­
cient. I am indeed informed that it will probably be difficult 
to procure so small a Vessel, in which case I can only request 
that you will adopt the mode most agreeing with those principles 
of economy which ought to regulate the expenditure of the public 
money. If the Vessel with the Powder and Timber is likely 
to be ready as soon as those with the Corn, perhaps the Rice 
which I have desired may be put on board it, which may divide 
the Caro-oes more equally and enable you to send the whole in two 
Ships. I am informed that you have two sorts of powder, one 
for Cannon and another for musquetry. If so, I beg the proportion 
of the latter may be one fourth. 

To these Commissions I am to beg, Sir, that you will add a 
considerable quantity of Gunny Bags exclusive of what may be 
necessary for the Corn and Rice, from ten to twenty thousand 
in the whole, as you may be able to procure them. It is in­
conceivable what difficulty we experience for want of something 
of this nature. 

I have written to the Governor General upon this Subject 
some days ago, principally with the view of guarding against 
the possibility of your not beino- able to spare the quantity of 
Gunpowder which we want, and I have observed that I should 
request of you to write to him on the subject as soon as this 
reaches you. I am, &c., 

(Signed) J. JI. CRAIG. 

II. 
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[Copy.] 

NOTICE 

13y THOMAS PRINGLE, ESQRE., Rear Admiral of the Red and Com• 
mander in Chief of His Majesty's Ships and Vessels at the 
Cape of Good Hope, &c., &c., &e. 

Whereas I have received information that several Ships nnd 
Vessels belonging to the Subjects of Foreign States have for 
some time past frequented the Coasts of this Colony and gono 
into the Bays and Creeks of it, catching Whales or Seals, and 
carrying on other Illicit Traffic to the great Detriment of His 
Majesty's Subjects, 

I do therefore hereby warn and forbid for the future any Ship 
or Vessel from killing Whales or Seals on the Coasts of this 
Colony within five Leagues of the Land, or in any part of the 
Bays or Creeks from the Portuguese Settlement to the Northward 
of Cape Negro to the Portuguese Settlement in Delagoa Bay, 
except such Ship or Vessel as shall belong to some of His 
Majesty's Subjects and is navigated under His Majesty's Flag, 
and in case any Ship or Vessel belonging to the Subjects of any 
Foreign State shall be found hereafter killing Whales or Seals 
within the limits before described, such Ship or Vessel shall 
be seized and sent to the Cape of Good Hope to be proceeded 
against according to Law. 

Given under my hand on board the Tremendous in Table Bay 
the 18th March 1797. 

(Signed) 

By command of the Rear Admiral. 

(Signed) 

THOMAS PRINGLE. 

THOMAS TAIT. 

I 

I 

' 

I 
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Extracts from a Letter from ADMIRAL PRINGLE to Ev AN NEPEAN, 

EsQRE. 

Tremendoiu, CAPE OF Gooo HOPE, 

23rd March, 1797. 

I have sent Captain Brisbane in the Oiseaii off the Rio de la 
Plata, not only to the annoyance of the Spanish trade, but also to 
i:,rocure every information he possibly can relative to their motions, 
and as from its situation there is great reason to believe, if any 
attempt is intended against this Colony, that River must be the 
Point of Rendezvous, I mean if possible to keep a Frigate con­
stantly on that part of the Coast. 

The Season now approaching when the Weather will admit of 
cruizing off the Mauritius, I propose immediately sending some 
Ships there under the command of Captain Waller, but as that 
Squadron must be sufficiently strong to meet the French :Frigates 
should they return from India, 1 shall be greatly difficulted to give 
them a decent complement of men, and at the same time keep a 
sufficient number here to enable me to act against any thing which 
may come upon this coast, the mote particularly so since upon my 
application to have some Soldiers embarked to serve in the Fleet, 
Major General Craig informs me that none can be spared from the 
requisite duty of the Garrison. I shall therefore be under the 
necessity of taking most of the Men from several of the Ships, that 
a few may be ready to act upon Emergency. 
• Having received information that several neutral Vessels fish 
for Whales upon the Coast and in the Bays much to the Detriment 
of His Majesty's Subjects, I have issued an order to prohibit this 
illicit '.rransaction, a copy of which is enclosed. I have, &c., 

(Signed) T. PRINGLE. 
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[Original.J 

Letter j1'<nn GENERAL CRAIG to the RIGHT HONOURABLE JIENJN 

DUNDAS. 

CAPE OB' Goon HOPE, 30t71 March, 1797. 

Srn,-By the Zephyr Packet which arrived here the 24th Inst. 
I had the Honor of your separate despatch of the 20th November. 
It was impossible for me to peruse this dispatch Sir without senti­
ments of extreme mortification, which rose in their effect upon my 
mind, in proportion as I became sensible of the Justice of the 
reproof, which is the object of it. It is now very unnecessary that 
I should renew any of the arguments, which at the time outweighed 
the consideration, that could not but occur to me, of the danger of 
counteracting the arrangements of those who having in their view 
the whole of the immense operations of so widely extended a scene 
of Warfare, can alone judge of the application of the means in its 
several quarters, so as to bring them all to conduce to a successfull 
issue. Confessing however that I was aware of this consideration 
cannot refrain from requesting you to believe Sir that I was princi­
pally misled by the conviction, that tho' the proposed object might 
occasion some derangement of the measures of His Majesty's 
Ministers, it could not be for any considerable period of time. I 
had in contemplation only the advantages of the proposed expedi­
tion as they struck my mind and as they were confirmed in it by 
the opinion of my colleague in command. I forgot that I could 
not weigh them against the possible danger which might arise from 
even a temporary impediment to plans which I could not be 
acquainted with. 

I will not attempt Sir to avail myself of the plea of zeal to 
promote the Honor & Success of His Majesty's Arms, but I can, I 
hope, with confidence assure you, that the repeated proofs of His 
Majesty's favor, with which I have been lately honoured, cannot 
but raise that zeal to the highest pitch that ever warmed a grateful 
and loyal breast, the Just and merited reproof which I have met 
with on this occasion, will teach me to temper it in future, with 
that discretion without which I now feel that it may prejudice 
those very Interests, to promote which it will lead me at all limes 
to feel a gratification in hazarding my life. I have &c. 

(f-iigncd) ,T. JI. UUAIG. 

'I 

i 
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Lcttc1· fro11i GENERAL CRAIG to the RIGHT HONOURABLE HENRY 

DUNDAS. 

CAPE OIi' Goon lloi' E, 1st April, 1797. 

Sm,-I beg leavo to return you my s~cere acknowledgments 
for the Honor of your private letter of the 21st November, which 
I received by the Zephyr packet. 

In requesting Sir, that you will do me the Honor to lay me with 
all grateful humility at His Majesty's feet, I feel entirely at a loss 
for becoming language in which to express my sense of His Royal 
condescension in deigning to notice the poor Efforts that I am able 
to exert in His Service. The very distinguished Mark of His 
Royal approbation, which you have been pleased to intimate, that 
it is His Majesty's intention to confer on me, by investing me with 
the IIonoral.Jle Order of the Bath, will be received Sir, with a 
becoming comiction of my own unworthiness and a proportional 
sensu of His Majesty's Goodness. 

This mark of His Majesty's favor, tho' it cannot encrease my 
zeal for His Service, must however prove a powerful incitement to 
my porseverance in a line of conduct which has been Honored with 
llis Royal approbation. I have &c. 

(Signed) J. H. CRAIG. 

[Original.] 

Letter front GENERAL CRAIG to tho RIGHT HONOURABLE HENRY 

DU.'DAS. 

CAPE OF Goon HOPE, 2nd April, 1797, 

Rm,-In a letter which I did myself the Honor to write to you 
on the 10th ,July 17U6, I had occasion to observe, that no con­
sideration should induce me to consent to the stamping and issuing 
any paper Money beyond what would be indispensably necessary 
for the purpose of exchanging the worn out and illegible pieces of 
small denomination ; as I felt the strongest repugnance to being 
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any ways concerned in a measure of this sort, which, from the 
nature of my situation here, must both in the determination and 
in the mode of execution rest entirely with myself. It was not 
less in gratification of my personal feelings, than from a conviction 
of its expediency, that I adopted a resolution in which I thought 
nothing could shake me. 

In my letter of the 14th January I entered fully into the incon­
veniences that we experienced from the want of money and the 
almost impossibility which even then existed of procuring any. 
Our difficulties on this subject have gone on gradually increasing 
-the exchange on paper Money has successively fallen to 15 and 
10 Per Cent, to par and even at that rate none is now to be 
procured. The Commissary General's Credit has been stretched to 
the utmost but it has at length failed, and our Contractors both for 
bread and meat, to whom very considerable sums are due, have 
formally notified their utter inability to furnish us any more. The 
Troops are without subsistence, the Officers are unable to supply 
them with necessaries for want of money, the Public Works are at 
a stand, and it is even offered in excuse for nonpayment of debts in 
the Courts of Justice, that it proceeds from Government not dis­
charging theirs,-even thus circumstanced I have hitherto with­
stood every representation and sollicitation. It has not been that 
I have not been sensible that some step must be adopted, but the 
daily, I may indeed say ho11rly expectation of the arrival of the 
Governor has added to my aversion of being at all concerned in the 
operation, the unwillingness of at any rate entering upon it under 
the circumstance of that expectation-however, Sir, these and 
every other consideration have been at last overborne by the con­
viction that it is utterly impossible to carry on His Majesty's 
Service three days longer without a very large supply of Money 
and I have, however reluctantly, given directions for stamping and 
signing a sum of Two Hundre<l and fifty thousand Dollars, equal 
to fifty thousand Pounds, this sum, large as it is, is little more 
than adequate to our immediate wants and being brought to the 
necessity of the measure I havo thought it right to embrace it to 
the extent which might render a repetition of it less probable. 

This step will relieve our difficulties with respect to the extra­
ordinary expences : but I do not as yet see how we shall bo 
benefited by it with regard to the Subsistence of the Troops. I 
have hitherto avoi<lcd issuing any paper Money on tlmt account, 
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lieing persuaded that it would be the source of much discontent, 
nnd I am the more so at this moment when we should be under 
the necessity of giving it to them at par, whilst they have been 
used to receive it in exchange for their bard money with 20, 26, 
and sometimes 40 Per Cent advantage; for the dollar, which is 
worth no more than ten schillings, has been sold for fourteen. I 
am. in hopes that, in consequence of my former letters, money will 
be sent here by the opportunity by which the Governor will come, 
and I shall do my utmost to continue to satisfy this demand till 
then, but it is utterly impossible for me to foresee how I am to 
do it. 

With respect to the Colony, Having taken care to spread my 
intentions on this head as publickly as possible, I have not yet had 
the least reason to imagine that it will produce any bad effects on 
their minds-a few Merchants in the Town, who consider Bills as 
an object of speculation which must pass through their hands are 
of course unwilling to see their chance of gain lessened by the 
encrease of the money and the decrease of our wo.nts-but the 
great mass of the people in general are I understand perfectly 
satisfied, that there really is not a sufficiency of money in use to 
answer the en.creased circulation, occasioned by the extended 
consumption and the consequent rise in the prices,-the fact is, 
that all tho money is at present in the hands of the peasants, who, 
having received it for their cattle their wine and their Corn, have 
had no means of returning it into circulation, as the Merchants 
have been entirely destitute of those articles of supply, in which 
tho peasants used to spend their Money, and the small quantities, 
which have been landed from Neutral Ships, is totally inadequate 
to their wants. :From the peasants-even if there were a sufficiency 
in circulation-we should have no chance of getting it for our 
hills, which they do not understand, and can make no use of. It 
is only by the Merchants receiving goods from Britain, which they 
must pay for by Bills, that we can hope to be supplied, and 
11ingular as it is not one Vessel has yut come hero with a Cargo 
expressly assorted for thi~ Place. 

As this sum of Two IIun<lrod and fifty thousand Dollars will be 
npplied entirely to defray the oxponces of the Military Service, It 
will he an object of consideration with His Majesty's Ministers, 
whether it may he expedient to adopt measures for withdrawing it 
from circulation on a future day, otherwise it will remain a bur-

I 

' 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 
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. then on the Colony. I shall issue it to the Deputy Pay Master 
General here and shall transmit his Receipt to the Right Honour­
able The Lords of His Majesty's Treasury-which I presume will 
be a sufficient charge against him and a sufficient discharge to me, 

I have &c. 

(Signed) 

[Copy.] 

PROCLAMATION 

J. H. CRAIG. 

By JAMES HENRY CRAIG EsQR. Major General and Oolonel of His 
Majesty's 46th Regiment of Foot Commanding at the Cape of 
Good Hope and its dependencies &e., &c., &c. 

Whereas the Burgher Senate animated by the most laudable 
zeal for the public wellfare, and after having fulfilled my desire in 
procuring the most accurate information of the state of the 
Country, with respect to the quantity of Corn existing in it, have 
proposed to me to establish certain regulations which they think 
expedient in order to guard against the evil consequences to be 
apprehended from the failure of the harvest. And whereas I 
have taken their proposed regulations into my most serious 
consideration, and have been convinced thereby, that many of 
them are necessary and well calculated to remedy the apprehended 
mischief. And whereas I feel it to be a duty incumbent on me 
to omit no precaution on this occasion, altho' those which have 
already been taken to procure the necessary supplies are such as im­
press me with a well founded hope, that under the blessing of provi­
dence no such dreadfull calamity as a real want is likely to ensue. 

And whereas this duty particularly presses upon me from the 
circumstance of its not having pleased God to bless with success 
the efforts which his Majesty has recently made to restore peace 
to the world, so that, by the continuance of the war, it is im­
possible to foresee how far the consumption may be increased 
from the accidental passing and repassing of His Majesty's .Fleets 
and Troops, against the consequences of which it is highly 
req uisit.e to guard as f.ir as lnunau prudcuco cau dcvi~e ilw mcaus. 
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Moved by these considerations, and having procured every 
information and advice necessary to direct me in the course 
which may on the one hand produce the salutary effect which I 
have alone in view, and by which, on the other hand, the public 
and individuals may suffer no other detriment or inconvenience 
than what is indispensable to the accomplishment of that object; 
I have thought proper to ordain and direct, as by these presents I 
do expressly ordain and direct-
. 1st. That from and after the publication of this ordinance no 

white bread or fine biscuit shall be baked, but that all such shall 
be made from the meal as it comes from the Mill without being 
sifted ;-As however it appears that a small quantity of white 
bread is indispensably necessary for sick and infirm persons, The 
Burgher Senate is to give licence to the several bakers to bake a 
small proportion of bread of that quality, such as in their judgment 
is necessary for the purpose above mentioned. 

2nd. That no baker do on any account sell any wheat for 
any purpose whatever, and that no person do use wheat for the 
purpose of feedina horses. 

3rd. That no gingerbread or small cakes, such as are usually 
sold, be made untill the 31st December of the present year 
1797. 

4th. That no person shall brew any beer untill the 31st of 
December of the present year 1797. 

And, in order to be enabled to take any further precautions 
which may appear necessary in the speediest and most effectual 
manner, It is further directed, that every baker shall, on every 
saturday evening, deliver into the Fiscal an exact account of all 
the bread or biscuit which he shall have sold during the preceding 
week, mentioning particularly by name all persons, whether 
captains of Ships or others, to whom any quantity of bread, biscuit 
or flour shall have been sold, beyond what may be supposed to be 
required for the consumption of a :Family, which the Fiscal shall 
enter into a book, sc, that proper attention may be paid to the 
increase or decrease of the daily consumption. 

And as these regulations have only hcen adopted from a con­
viction of their being necessary for the public welfare, so that it is 
expedient to onforce them by such penalty as may ensure their 
execution; It is therefore directed, that a fine of five hundred 
Hix.dollar~ be levied on every person convicted of acting contrary 

 

 



74 Reoords of the Cape Colony. 

to the three first and of one Thousand Dollars on every one who 
shall transgress the last of these regulations. And the court oi 
Justice, together with the :Fiscal of this Government, are moreover 
directed and required to take care that this proclamation be strictly 
obeyed and maintained, proceeding and causing to be proceeded 
acrainst the Transgressors thereof without any connivance, favour, 
dissimulation or agreement, as the issuing of the same has been 
thought expedient and necessary for the public wellfare. And 
that no person may be able to plead ignorance, these presents are 
to be published and stuck up at the usual places. 

Given under my Hand and Seal at Head Quarters Cape of Good 
Hope this 10th day of April 1797. 

(Signed) J. H. CRAIG, ltfajor General. 

[Copy.] 

PROCLAMATION 

By JAMES I-IE~RY CR.UG EsQR. Jf ajor General (I rul Colond of lli.-1 
ltfajcsty's 46th Bcyiuicnt of foot, Oo,nnianding at the Cape of 
Good Hope, &e., &c., &c. 

Whereas, from the enquiries which, from the Situation of the 
Colony, I have been induced to make, I am convinced that tho 
quantity of Corn at present raised is not sufficient to meet tho 
groat encrease of consumption occasioned by the largo Military 
& naval forces kept here, together with the encreasing prosperity 
of the Country & the great rosort of Ships and Strangers. 

And whereas it has not pleased Divine Provi1lonce to bless the 
endeavours of His Majesty tho King of Great Britain to restore 
J>eace to the world, so that, by tho continuance of tho war, there 
is no reason to suppose that any part of the Military & naval 
forces can be withdrawn, but that on the contrary it is much more 
likely that they may be considerably augmented, as well as that 
the exigencies of war may require the continual passing & repassing 
of bodies of Troops as woll as of Squadrons & Ships of war. 

I do, therefore, think it a duty incumbent upon me with tho 
view of preventing any future want, a~ well as of benefiting tho 
:Farmers & cultivators of Corn, thus publickly to recommenu & 
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onrnestly to entreat, that all persons whatever will exert them• 
selves to encrease the quantity of corn in the Country for next 
year by cultivating as much Land & Sowing as much wheat as 
they possibly can. 

And whereas among the other means of defence which His 
Majesty has been graciously pleased to provide for the protection 
& security of the Colony, It has been thought expedient to 
establish a very considerable Corps of Cavalry here, which requires 
very Large Supplies of Barley or Oats, I do therefore in like 
manner most strongly recommend the culture of those grains (for 
which there must always be a demand far beyond what the 
quantity at present raised can answer) to the utmost extent that 
the means of individuals will allow of, so that His Majesty's 
Commanders here may not find themselves obliged to have re• 
course to the same methods of supplying themselves, as necessity 
has compelled them, however reluctantly, to adopt this Year, to 
the manifest inconvenience and detriment of the Public. 

And I do assure Such Farmers & Others as shall shew a ready 
attention to this important Subject, in which the Interest of 
Inclividuals, the General wellfare of the Colony & His Majesty's 
Service, are equally involved, that they will thereby entitle them• 
selves to the future favor and encouragement of Government, 
which will not fail to mark and attend to Such as shall particularly 
exert themselves in what is here set forth. 

Given under my Hand & Seal at Head Quarters Cape of Good 
Hope 21 April 17'J7. 

(Signed) 

[Copy.l 

PROCLAMATION 

J. H. CRAIG. 

By ,T AMRS HENRY CRAIG EsQR. Major General and (Jolonrl of llis 
.Afajc.~ty's 46th Regiment of Poot, coinmandi,ig at the Cape of 
Goo1l Hope &c., &c., &c. 

Whereas by a convention or agreement entered into on the 2nd day 
of April of tho year 17'J3, between tho Dutch East India Company 
on the one part and the Possessors of the Farms or vineyards of great 
& little Constantia on tho other part, it was settled & determined, 
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that in lieu of all Demands & Pretensions, which the said Dutch 
East India Company then possessed to the exclusive Trade of the 
several wines produced at the Farms aforesaid, and in order that 
the Possessors of those Farms or vineyards might enjoy the right 
of disposing of their said wines to their own use & emolument, 
the said Possessors should be bound to furnish to the said Company 
each thirty aams of wine, that is fifteen of red and fifteen of white, 
at the rate & for the sum of 150 guilders or 50 Rixdollars the aam, 
as by the attested copy of the convention or agreement hereunto 
annexed more fully will appear. 

And whereas by the Conquest & reduction of this colony by the 
arms of His Britannick Majesty, His said Majesty has succeeded 
to all the nights, Priviledges & Dues which were then enjoyed by 
the Dutch East India Company, or by His Serene Highness the 
Stadtholder, the States General or the Government of the United 
Provinces of the Nether lands. I do, therefore, by these presents, 
appoint yo'1, W. S. van Ryneveltl, His Majesty's Fiscal, together 
with two members of the Court of Justice, by the said Court to be 
named for the purpose, and ,John Pringle Esqre, His Majesty's 
Commissary General, to be Commissioners on the part of His 
Majesty, empowering and directing you to proceed to the Farms 
or vineyards of great & little Constantia aforementioned, and 
there to make choice of fifteen aams of each wine at each of the 
Farms or vineyards of Great and Little Constantia, proceeding in 
the same exactly according to the manner set forth in the 
convention or agreement aforesaid, the Copy of which is hereunto 
annex:ed~which said 30 aams for each of the said Farms or 
vineyards shall be taken for what was due on the first of January 
of the year 1797-without detracting from or in any wise affecting 
the Right to the same as due on 1st January of the year 1796 
which has not been yet delivered, but which is left to be decided 
upon & determined hereafter. 

]for all which this shall be to you W. S. van Ilyneveld Esqre 
His Majesty's :Fiscal, the two Momhers to be named by tho Court 
of Justice, and John Pringle Esq re Commissary General and to 
each one of you severally, as well as to all others concerned a full 
and sufficient authority. 

Given at Head Quarters, the Government's House, the 24th of 
April 1797. 

(Signed) J. H. CRAIG, ' 
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[Copy.] 

PROCLAMATION 

By HIS EXCELLENCY GEORGE EARL OF MACARTNEY, Visconnt 
Jfacartney of Dervock, Baron Jfacartney of Lissanoitre in th.e 
Kingdom, of Ireland, Baron Macartney of Parkhnrst & of 
A1tchinleck in the Kingdom, of Great Britain, Knight of the 
most Honorable Order of the Bath, Knight of the 1nost ancient 
& Royal Order of the White Eagle, one of His ~Majesty's rnost 
Honorable privy Council, Governor & Com,rnandcr in chief of 
His ~Majesty's Ca.~tle, Tmcn, and Settlement of the Cape of 
Good Hope in South Africa, and of the Territories and 
Dependencies thereof, & Ordinary & Vice Admiral of the 
same.-

Whereas his Majesty, being duly authorized by an Act passed 
in the present Session of Parliament, has been graciously pleased 
to take into his Royal Consideration the State of the Trade of this 
Colony, and to pass an order in Council for the better regulation 
thereof: These are to make known to a.11 & every one the following 
Copy of the said Order in Council given at the Court of St. James's 
the 28th of December 1796 :-

(Here follows the Order in Council on pages 1 to 3 of this 
volume.) 

Which aforesaid Order in Council is to take place & be observed 
from the Day & Date of this y proclamation. And that no 
pe.rson be able to plead Ignorance of the aforesaid Regulations, I 
require and direct that these presents be immediately published, 
& authenticated copies as well as translations thereof in the Dutch 
language stuck up in the usual places of this Colony. 

Given under my Hand & Seal at Head Quarters, Cape of Good 
Hopo, this 5th day of May 1797. 

(Signed) MACARTNEY. 
By His Excellency's Command. 

(Signed). . A. BARNARD, Secretary. 
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[Copy.] 

PROCLAMATION 

By Hrs EXCELLENCY GEORGE EARL OF MACARTNEY, &c. 

Whereas it has frequently happened that during the time of 

War the Enemies have got Intelligence of the State of the Settle­
ments & Plantations of His Majesty by letters from privato 
persons to their Correspondents in Great Britain or elsewhere, 
taken on board Ships corrung from said Settlements or Plantations, 
which has been of dangerous consequence: All Merchants, In­
habitants & others are hereby required & commauded to be very 
cautious in giving any Accounts or Information of the Affairs or 
Circumstances of said Settlement. And the Harbonr Master & all 
others whom it may concern are moreover to give Directions to all 
Masters of Ships, or other persons to whom they may entrust any 
Letters, that they may put such Letters into a Bag with a sufficient 
Weight to sink the same immediately, in case of imminent danger 
from the Enemy, & the Merchants & Inhabitants are also hereby 
informed how greatly it is for their Interest that their Letters 
should not fall into the Hands of the Enemy, & therefore that 
they should give the like orde,s to the Masters of the Ships with 
respect to their letters. And all Masters of Ships are advised that 
they do sink all Letters in case of danger in the manner before 
mentioned. 

Given under my Hand & Seal at Head Qnarters, Cape of Good 
Hope, this 5th day of May 1797. 

(Signed) MACARTNEY, 

[Copy.] 

Revenue and Expenditure of the Cape Colony from 1st October 
1796 to 31st March 1797. 

Revenue received . 
Paid out in Salaries &c. . 

• Rixdollars 94,450 7 5 
69,241 1 3 

Balance of Revenue over Expenditure . 25,209 6 2 

(Signed) J. I. RHENrrs, Rcccirc,· Gener«{. 
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Revenue alld Expenditure of the Cape Colony from 1st April 
1797 to 5th May 1797. 

Revenue received . 
Paid out in Salaries &c. • 

• Rixdollars 22,270 4 5 
5,064 0 1 

Balance of Revenue over Expenditure • 17,206 4 4 

Balance in hand on 5th May 1797 . Rds. 73,586 0 1 

(Signed) A. DE W AAL, Receiver General. 

[Original.] 

Zetter from Srn JAMES CRAIG to the RIGHT HONOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CAPE TowN 6th May rnn. 

Srn,-By Earl Macartney I had the Honor to receive from 
Mr. Huskisson, by your desire, the communication of your most 
secret letter to His Lordship of the 21st Jany as well as your 
dispatch, also most secret, to myself of 18th Febry. 

I beg you to be assured Sir that it was a sense of Duty, as it 
e.ppeared to me, which alone impelled me to write my dispatch of 
the 21st November. I thought myself called upon to furnish His 
Majesty's Ministers with the best opinion that I was able to form 
on an important point which related to the trust committed to my 
charge, but I confess that I felt myself more particularly required 
to do so on that occasion from the apprehension lest I should be 
suspected of a willfull neglect, which however prejudicial it might 
prove to my successor in the command, could not as I then 
supposed, affect me. It must most certainly Sir, rest with the 
superior wisdom of His Majesty's confidential servants at home, to 
judge of the opinions furnished them by officers serving abroad, 
as it must also rest with them, combining all the various 
circumstances attending so extensive a scene of operations to 
determine on the application of the force under their direction to 
the several calls from all the different services for which they have 
t,o provide. 

J feel mosi sensibly Sir the additional mark of the confidence 

 

 



Records of the Cape Colony. 

which His Majesty's Ministers are pleased to repose in me mani­
fested by their recommending to His Majesty to entrust me with 
the oommand of the intended expedition. I shall not waste a 
time, which is at this moment precious to me, in assurances that I 
persuade myself are unnecessary, or' my utmost exertions & zeal in 
the execution of my Duty on the occasion. 

My letter to His Royal Highness the Duke of York of 
5th October was written in that unreserved confidence which 
His Royal Highness's G~odness has inspired me with, and which 
his condescention has given me the presumption so frequently to 
exercise. Never having considered that it would become the 
foundation of deliberation to His Majesty's Ministers I entered 
into little or no detail upon the subject of what I merely threw 
out the thought of the moment, arising in a mind naturally 
sanguine and ardent in the pursuit of Military Honor & the 
Service of my Country. I will even frankly confess to you Sir, 
that considering it merely as a private letter, I have kept no copy 
of it. I am therefore little aware of the precise light in which I 
considered the subject, or even of what I mentioned to be necessary 
to its accomplishment. I recollect indeed that the force which I 
wished to be employed on it was more considerable than that 
which is now appropriated to it. The force which I supposed to 
be necessary was calculated for the object that I had in view, but 
it is utterly impossible for me, nor do I presume to form any 
opinion which is to be founded upon the intentions of His 
Majestys Ministers with the scope & extent of which I am as yet 
unacquainted. I should wish it Sir to be most clearly understood 
that while I have the Honor to be thought worthy to be employed 
by His Majesty, it will never occur to me to State the smallest 
objection to any service on the plea of the force to be employed on 
it being such as is not usually commanded by an oflicer of my 
Rank. I came to this place at the head of si Companies, and if 
His Majesty shoulu at any future period judge that a service can 
be performed by a company of Grenadiers, but thinks it, proper 
that I shoul<.l conduct that Company I shall not only consider it 
as my Duty to obey His Majestys commands but I shall esteem it 
as an honor that He thinks me in any case worthy of being 
entrusted with the execution of them. The idea which I hall 
formed to myself of the extent of the service to be performed in 
the Country which is the object of the expedition was indeed 
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almost unbounded, and in the number which I had fixed upon, I 
had not so much in view the probable vigor of the resistance of 
the Enemy, as the diminution of the active strength of the Army 
ranging over an immense Country when reduced by the Guards 
and Garrisons however small they may be, which must be left to 
occupy posts that are indispensable to the safety of every Army 
that attempts to penetrate into a Country. I beg leave! Sir to 
repeat that being as yet unacquainted with the exact nature of 
the Instructions which I shall receive, I have not an idea of 
entering into any argument as to the competency of the force 
which is to be employed. It shall be my Duty and the object of 
my most earnest endeavours to employ that force to the best 
extent of my abilities in the execution of His Majesty's commands. 
In adverting · to it at all Sir my principal aim is to draw the 
attention of His Majesty's Ministers to the necessity of supplying 
those losses that we must naturally expect to meet with & which 
however trifling in fact must nevertheless bear a sensible pro­
portion to the whole. This will be indispensable and I most 
earnestly entreat that it may be held constantly in view, even if 
it should not be thought proper, or should not be practicable to 
enable us to pursue th" advantages we may have the good fortune 
to obtain, by further reinforcements. 

It is impossible for me at present to enter into any particulars 
of the arrangements which may be necessary-those which concern 
the Artillery and Stores are already in hand, because as we are 
continually at work in those branches they may be carried on 
without being noticed, which I wish much to avoid till the Ship 
by which this goes is sailed. Admiral Pringle is unfortunately at 
False Bay & the press of business at this moment on my hands 
will not permit my going there, but He is to return in two or 
three days. The great difficulty will be the want of bread arising 
from the failure of the harvest which you will have been apprized 
of before you receive this. I hope however that means will be 
found to get the better of that as well as of every other obstacle 
which may occurr. They must be unsurmountable before I give 
way to them. I have &c. 

(Signed) J. H. CRAIG, 

II. G 
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[ Original. J 
Letter fro-rn Sm JAMES CRAIG to the RIGHT HONOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CAPE TOWN Gth of May 1797. 

Srn,-It is with much satisfaction, that I do myself the Honor 
of informing you, that the Trusty with the Sir Edward H1tghes 
and Chichester arrived safe the day before yesterday. Earl 
Macartney landed the same day under every honor that it was 
in my power to offer to His Majesty's Representative in this 
Colony; His Lordship took the Oaths yesterday morning, in 
the presence of the Court of Justice, the Burgher Senate, the 
Clergy and principal Inhabitants of the Cape Town. 

Having thus Sir delivered over to abler hands the charge with 
which I have been entrusted during the space of nineteen months, 
It remains only for me to express my hope that in any invest,iga­
tion which it may please His Majesty to make of the conduct, 
which under the direction of my very slender abilities, I have 
thought it my duty to pursue, His Majesty will not find any 
great or voluntary error, which may occasion in His Royal breast 
the slightest regret for the many unmerited favors, which it 
has pleased Him to bestow on me of late, and for which I once 
more most humbly entreat, Sir, that you will do me the honor 
to lay me with all respectfull Humility at His Royal feet, the 
last and greatest of His Majesty's favors was compleated yester­
day by His Lordship's investing me with the Ensigns of the 
Order of the Bath. 

I am now busily employed in giving to Lord Macartney all 
the information in my power, relative to the State of the Colony 
and such circumstances as it appears to me may be uscfull to 
His Lordship to be acquainted with; every thing remaining per­
fectly in the same State, as when I had the Honor to write to 
you last, I have little to report to you,-Having compleated every 
enquiry which appears practicahle with respect to I.he quantity 
of wheat in the Country, I have reason lo hope that our situation 
may be something better than was at, first imagined, lmL st.ill 
such as to require every precaution that has hcen taken. I have 
the honour, Sir, Lo enclose the prodamalions which haYc hecn 
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issued since the last that were sent to you, amongst which you 
will find all that relates to the failure of the harvest, as well as 
one which I judged proper with the view to encourage an increase 
in the tillage of the Country which may obviate a similar in­
convenience in future, You will also find amongst them the copy 
of a Warrant, appointing a Commission to proceed to the two 
farms at Constantia, in order to make choice of a certain quantity 
of the wines made there on the part of Government. It is but 
a short time since I discovered that by a specifick agreement 
between the Dutch East India Company and the proprietors, 
made in 1793, the latter were, in lieu of all the Claims and 
demands which existed on their Estates, to furnish to the Company 
thirty aums each, at the very low price of fifty Rixdollars, I 
have already signified to them my Intention of claiming this as 
a due to Government, in the Justice of which they have entirely 
acquiesced, the very long preparation necessary in preparing the 
Casks, has prevented the business being accomplished, and I 
shall therefore turn it over to Lord Macartney; my intention 
was to have reserved a very small portion as a perquisite of the 
Members of the Government here, and I was in hopes to have 
sent the rest by the first homeward India fleet to be at His 
Majesty's Disposal. I have &c. 

(Signed) J. H. CRAIG. 

[Orig~al.] 

Letter from the EARL OF MACARTNEY to the RIGHT HONOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CASTLE OF Goov HOPE, May the 9th 1797. 

Sm,-1 have the honour to inform you that I arrived here in 
Table Bay on board the Trusty Man of War last Thursday the 
4th instant, after a favorable passage of seventy-one days from 
I>lymouth. The Britannia East Indiaman bound for St. Helena, 
which sailed under our convoy, separated from us in 2° 25' South 
latitude and 6° 5G' West longitude, on Wednesday the 29th of 
March, and proceeded towards the place of her destination. His 
Majesty's Storeship the (Jhichcstcr and the Sir Edward Hughes 
East Indiaman accompanied us hither in perfect safety, and 

G ~ 
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without· any accident or circumstance out of the ordinary course· 
occurring in the voyage. 

Sir James Craig, who now writes to you, will lay before you, 
as I have requested him, the state of affairs here up to this time. 
Being so new in this Country, I could not as yet venture to say 
anything myself with precision or propriety upon the subject, 
but so far I think it my duty, and it is a duty which I perform 
with pleasure, to assure you that accorcling to the best of my 
judgment, from all I have already seen, it appears to me that 
Sir James Craig has conducted this Government with great 
vigilance, ability, and address ever since his appointment to it. 
It was therefore with particular satisfaction that I obeyed the 
King's commands to invest him with the Ensigns of the most 
honorable order of the Bath, in the most distinguished and con­
spicuous manner, according to the instructions conveyed to me 
in your letter of the 14th of last January, a mark of His Majesty's 
favor which I have reason to believe is highly agreeable to every 
well disposed person in this Colony. 

I have delivered to Major General Dundas His Majesty's com­
mission appointing him Lieutenant Governor of this Settlement; 
General Craig retains the command of the Troops till his 
departure. 

It is our misfortune here at this moment to labor under Two 
very serious wants, which I was little aware of before my arrival, 
I mean those of Corn for our subsistence, and of money for bills 
upon England. Sir James Craig has so amply informed you 
upon these subjects, that I have nothing to add but to express 
my reliance upon your sending us such assistance in the first 
article as you can, by the first opportunity, and as to the second 
I must join my most earnest entreaties to those of my Predecessor, 
thai you will please particularly to attend to that part of his 
correspondence which recommends a regular remittance of specie 
for the payment of the military, &c., &c. here, as it is a measure 
indispensably necessary, till the trade and circumstances of this 
Colony grow to such a consistence as may enaLlo the Paymaster 
to command other resources than are within reach at present. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) MACAln'NEY. 

 

 



( I 

Records of the Gape Colony, 

[Original.] 

Private Letter from the EARL OF MACARTNEY to the RIGHT 

HONOURABLE HENRY DUNDAS. 

85 

CASTLII OF Goon HOPE, May the 9th 1797. 

DEAR Srn,-Being but just arrived here, and as yet quite new 
in the affahs of my Government, it is not in my power at present 
to mention much more in my private letter to you than what I 
have written in my public one. 

Sir James Craig and I shall immediately set about preparing 
matters for executing your instructions, and you may rely upon 
our zeal and activity for every possible exertion. As the Fleet 
was to sail so soon after me, I look for its appearance in a 
few days. 

It is a very great comfort to me to think that on General Craig's 
departure the command of the Troops will devolve upon so excel­
lent an Officer as General Dundas, whose military Talents give me 
every security for the defence of this place to the utmost extent 
of our means. I have already had some conversation with him 
upon the subject, of which he is so perfect a master, that I cannot 
too strongly recommend every possible attention to what he may 
write upon the numbers necessary for our establishment here. It 
must always be remembered that the Troops really fit for duty 
and active service seldom amount to more than two-thirds of those 
who appear upon the general returns. 

In my public letter of this date, I have ventured strongly to 
urge the regular remittance of specie for the payment of the 
military expenses here. If I recollect, Messrs Harley and 
Drummond had a contract for that purpose during the American 
War, by which means no distress was felt by the Army in that 
point. 

I do not at present see any field of patronage open here, as the 
general ei,il adminii:;tration must proceed during the War nearly 
as it has done since the lime of the Capture. Afterwards indeed 
a new model may make a very corn1iderable alteration. 

I shall without delay make the proper arrangements for the 
Gentlemen whom you have recommended to me for situations 
here. The civil expences, as far as I can form a rough guess, 

 

 



86 Records of the Cape Colony. 

will, I think, exceed the Revenue in a sum of between £20,000 
and £30,000 per annum, for which I shall draw according to your 
instructions. 

I am with every sentiment of esteem and regard, 

Dear Sir, Very sincerely Yours, 

(Signed) MACARTNF;Y. 

[Copy.] 

Letter from the Oh1trch C01tncil of the Lutheran Olmrch, Capcto11•n, 
to the EARL OF MACARTNEY. 

MY LoRn,-The undersigned, constituting the College of Wardens 
to the Lutheran Community in this Settlement, have the honour 
so heartily as respectfully to compliment your Lordship upon 
your Lordship's having been invested in the High Office of His 
Majesty's Governor in and over this Colony and its Dependencies, 
and upon your Lordship's safe arrival here, wishing your Lordship 
a prosperous administration and all what health and honour can 
bestow. And they most humbly beg leave at the same time to 
represent to your Lordship ~ 

That the manarrement of a very dear concern of a considerable 
part of the Inhabitants of this Colony being committed to their 
care, viz. the maintenance of their public Worship & Poor, they, 
conscious of this their important duty, have lost no time, after 
having sincerely bewailed the loss of their worthy only Minister 
(which has happened but a few days before your Lordship's anival 
here) and committed his remains to the grave, to assemble and in 
this their meeting to concert such measures as have appeared most 
proper not only for carrying on their public Worship and the 
Instruction of their Children, by means of their Ulork, regularly 
to continue, but also to provide as soon as possible for the obtaining 
of a new Minister duly ordained. 

But, as the undersigned are sensible that the latter, namely the 
Vocation of a new Minister, is not allowed to take place without 
knowledge of the Governor, they therefore take the liberty to 
apply to Your Lordship, most humbly rcquooting that it may 
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please your Lordship to grant them leave for calling from Europe 
a new able Minister knowing the Dutch language, and that it 
further may please your Lordship, with the first opportunity, 
graciously to intercede by the Right Honourable Secretary of 
State in the Department of His Majesty's Colonies for the 
obtaining of a pass to repair to this place, if the said new 
Minister should apply to His Excellency for that purpose; but 
as it may happen that such a Minister might chuse to repair 
hither on boa-rd a Neutral Vessel, the undersigned therefore take 
the liberty further most humbly to request that it may please 
your Lordship in that case nevertheless graciously to admit the 
same as such in this Colony. 

The undersigned most humbly recommending themselves & 
their community into the high protection of your Lordship have 
the honour &c., 

(Signed) 

CAPE OP GOOD liOl'E, 10th May 1797. 

[ Original. J 

C. MATTHIESSEN, 

C. F. GERMAN, 

J. C. Loos, 
C. G. HoHNE, 

J. G. WATERMEYER, 

J. LEIBBRANDT, 

J. BOLLEURS. 

Letter from the EARL OF MACARTNEY to the RIGHT HONOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CASTLE OF GOOD HOPE, May 11th 1797. 

Sm,-Since my letter of the 9th instant, the Star Brig of War, 
Captain Atkins, arrived in False Bay, & brought your most secret 
despatch of tho 4th of March, which I have the honor to acknow­
ledge. I havo nothing more to ad<l than that I shall most strictly 
obey his Majesty's commands signified to me therein, & have &c. 

(Signed) MACARTNBY. 
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[Original.] 

Letter fr01n Sm JAMES CRAIG to the RIGHT HONOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CAPE or Gooo HOPE the 11th May 1797. 

Sm,-The Star Sloop arrived last night, and I have the honour 
to acknowledge the Receipt of your dispatch of the 4th of March, 
with it's several inclosures. I cannot but regret exceedingly, that 
circumstances should have occurred, to deprive me of an oppor­
tunity, by which I hoped to have shewn my zeal in His Majesty's 
Service, and perhaps to have merited the favours which His 
Majesty has been so graciously pleased to bestow on me. 

I shall take the earliest opportunity of proceeding on to Bengal, 
probably by the Sir Edward Hitghcs which sails for Bombay in 
about ten days. I have &c. 

(Signed) 

[Copy.] 

PROCLAMATION 

J. H. CUA.IG. 

By His ExcELLENCY GEORGE EARL OF MACARTNEY &c. 

Whereas many serious Inconveniences may arise from tho great 
& improper Concourse of Europeans & others from Europe resorting 
to the Cape: It is necessary to notify that none such not thereto 
belonging before the Capture, & not included in the Capitulation, 
are to be permitted to establish themselves here, without being 
authorized by a Licence signed by the proper officer at the 
Secretary of State's Office in London, and all Captains of Ships 
are hereby informed and required to take notice that all Passengers 
of what nation soever arriving on board their Vessels, & having 
permission to come on shore, are to depart with them, unless 
authorized to remain as aforesaid or by the special permission of 
the Governor. 

Given under my Hand & Seal at Head Quarters, Cape of Good 
Hope, 13th day of May 17fJ7. 

(Signed) MA.CA.llTNEY. 
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[Copy.] 

PROCLAMATION 

By HIS EXCELLENCY GEORGE EARL OF MACARTNEY &c. 

89 

Whereas representations have been made to me that, upon a 
roport of the Bosjesmen or Wild Hottentots having plundered the 
Inhabitants dwelling near the Hex river on the side of the Bokke­
veld in the district of Drakenstein, of a considerable quantity of 
their Cattle, the Landdrost of Stellenbosch had ordered an armed 
party of the Inhabitants to assemble, and under the command of a 
Veld W achtmeester to endeavour to recover the Cattle that had 
_lieen taken away, but that then and in frequent instances of late 
the greawst Indifference & Neglect of these Commands had been 
shown, to the Detriment of good Order & the evident incon­
venience & danger of the well disposed & industrious Inhabitants. 

I have therefore judged it expedient & necessary to authorize 
the Landdrost & Magistrates of the several Districts of this Colony, 
& do by these presents authorize & empower the said Landdrosts & 
Magistrates, each within his District, to order a party of the 
Inhabitants to arm, assemble, and take the field against the wild 
Bosjesmen at all times when such an expedition shall appear 
requisite & proper. And I do by these presents enjoin & com­
mand the Inhabitants so called upon to pay due & immediate 
Obedience to the Orders of the Veld Wachtmeester, or other 
persons appointed by the Landdwst or Magistrates to command 
the said party, & vigilantly to assist in repelling or attacking the 
Wild Bosjesmen, Runaway Slaves, or other Depredators of private 
property & Disturbers of the public peace. And altho the Interest 
of the persons called upon to act in defence of their property 
against the s..wage & common Enemy should of itself sufficiently 
excite them to pay ready & cheerful obedience to commands issued 
for their own safety & welfare, still instances to the contrary 
having happened, I have judged it expedient & proper to give this 
public notice of tho foregoing Authority & Instructions given to 
the Landdrosts, & by these presents to warn & command all & 
every one of the Inhabitants of this Colony, when thus legally 
called upon, to pay immediate & cheerful Obedience, as they shall 
answer to the contrary by :Fine or such other punishment as has 
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been usual under the former Government & the Nature of the 
Crime shall appear to r0quire. 

Given under my Hand & Seal at the Castle of Good Hope the 
20th day of May 1797. 

(Signed) 

[Copy.] 

PROCLAMATION 

MACARTNEY. 

By HIS EXCELLENCY GEORGE EARL OF MACAitTNEY, &c. 

Whereas His Majesty's Ministers have judged it expedient to 
direct that no British Subjects or Foreigners shall henceforth be 
allowed to settle or remain in this Colony without having previously 
obtained the special Licence of the Commander in chief, or being 
furnished with a passport from the Secretary of State's Office, and 
it appearing by a proclamation issued on the 7th of June anno 
passato, that Inhabitants receiving foreign Lodgers into their 
Houses are required to give in the Names of such within twelve 
Hours to the Fiscal ; That same Order, & the Neglect thereof 
under the same penalty & regulations, is hereby extended to all 
persons without exception that shall hereafter arrive at the Cape 
from any part of the World & of whatever Nation. 

And it is hereby further directed that every Inhabitant who 
shall since my arrival here have received into their House any 
Stranger from beyond seas, & not included under the Terms of the 
former Proclamation relative to Foreigners, shall give in the names 
thereof without delay to His Majesty's l:<'iscal; and all such 
Strangers, whether British or formerly Residents & Inhabitants 
of this Colony, & not in His Majesty's Service, are hereby required 
& commanded on or before Saturday the 27th instant to exhibit 
their passports at the Secretary's Office, & all Captains & Masters 
of hips are hereby directed to make a Report at said Office 
immediately on their aniYal of their Manifest, & of those Arti<'les 
contained therein which they intend disposing of in this Settle­
ment. 

Given under my Hand & Seal at the Castle of Good Hope, tho 
20th May 1797. 

(Signed) MACARTNEY. 
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[Original.] 

Letter frorn Sm JAMES CRAIG to the RIGHT HONOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

91 

CAPE TowN 22nd of May 1797. 

Sm,-I had the Honor of writing to you by the Tromp Man of 
War, which sailed a few days after the arrival of Lord Macartney, 
a Duplicate of my letter accompanies this. 

Conceiving it to be my duty to lose no time in proceeding to my 
destination at Bengal, I shall embark tomorrow on board the Sir 
Edward Hughes for Bombay,-In this step I have been principally 
guided by the advice of Major General Heartly, who assures me 
that I shall have no difficulty in finding opportunities from thence 
either for Bengal direct or for Madras. 

I do myself the Honor to inclose for your Information the 
several Revenue accounts of receipts and expenditure as finally 
settled from the first day of my taking charge ef the administration 
of the affairs of the Colony to the last on which I have made any 
payment, by which you will see Sir that I leave with Lord Macart­
ney a balance of 73,586 Rixdollars exclusive of the £8,666-13-6 
which I have used for the Military Expences and for which I 
have given His Lordship Bills on Messrs. Cox & Greenwood. 

The 250,000 Dollars of Paper Money which I was under the 
necessity of issuing, not being yet near signed, it is not in my 
power to make any final settl'ement on the subject with the Pay 
Master General and thereby to transmit his receipt as I intended. 
I believe Lord Macartney is satisfied of the absolute necessity I 
was under of having recourse to this measure, which indeed has 
not been diminished by the arrival of the money brought out in 
the Trusty, which will not do much more than pay off the arrears 
of Subsistence due the Regiments and furnish wherewithall to 
subsist them and the several departments paid by the Paymaster 
General for three or four months. With respect to the Inhabitants, 
I do not find that it has created any unea.'3iness or produced any 
ill effect whatever, they would to be sure rather have seen so much 
specie intro<luced, but are satisfied that at any rate an increase in 
the circulating medium of trade was necessary. It can at any 
time be recalled when a sufficiency of money is sent here. 
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It has been my anxious endeavour to furnish Lord Macartney 
with every information relative to this Colony, which so long a 
residence and the part I have borne in the conduct of its affairs 
have enabled me to collect. I have much obligation to His Lord­
ship for the extreme attention with which He has treated me since 
his arrival here, and I am not without hopes that the assistance, 
which I have endeavoured to afford him, has been satisfactory to 
him. At His Lordships desire I have continued in the command 
of the Troops, and I have furnished my successor in that Depart­
ment, Major General Dundas, with a paper which I have thought 
it my duty to draw up for the purpose. It contains my ideas upon 
the differtint points of the defence of the Colony, the views with 
which all my arrangements have been made, and the various 
observations which a long residence and intimate study of the 
subject have given rise to. It has not been my intention in this 
arrogantly to mark out a line of conduct for him to pursue. I have 
only had in view the discharge of my duty in furnishing him with 
all the information I possess. It is his business to reject or apply 
it as He judges expedient. I have &c. 

(Signed) 

[Copy.] 

PUOCLAMATION 

J. H. CUAIG. 

JJy Hrs ExcELLEXCY GEORGE EARL OF MACAltTNEY &c. 

Whereas the Colony of tho Capo of Good Hope & its Doponden­
cies have been surrendered to the Arms of His Britannic Majesty, 
by Capitulation signed on the 16th of September 1705, & the said 
Colony with all its Territories & Dependencies being now in the 
actual possession of His said Majesty & under His Government ; 
All the Inhabitants are hereby called upon & rcquirod to renew 
their Oath of Allegiance to their lawful , overcign, & to that 
Government under which lhey live & enjoy protection, as has been 
usual under all Changes of Governors. 

I do therefore by these presents as the lawful Representative of 
His Majesty George the third, King of Great Britain, I?rance, & 
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Ireland, &c., &c., and in His Majesty's name command & require 
all & every one of the Inhabitants of this Colony to renew their 
Oath of Allegiance & Fidelity on the day & in the manner here­
after prescribed. 

All persons holding any place or office of Trust within the said 
Colony are required to take & subscribe the proper Oaths which 
qualify them for the same. That is to say: Those within the Cape 
Town & Cape District on the earliest days between this day & the 
first day of July at the hours of from 10 to 12 in the Castle of Good 
Hope in my presence; all others in the presence of the Secretary 
of the Government. 

Those within the Districts of Stellenbosch, Paarl, and Draken­
stein, before the Landdrost & Heemraaden at the Drosdy on such 
Days as shall be appointed by the said Landdrost. Those of 
Zwellenclam & of Graaff Reinet before their several Landdrosts & 
Magistrates in such manner as shall be prescribed, & at such 
times as shall be fixed & made known to them by their respective 
Magistrates. 

And whereas from the great Extent of this Colony it may be 
difficult for all & every one of the Inhabitants in particular to take 
the Oath of Allegiance which the Inhabitants are to do; viz. : " I 
do Swear that I will be faithful & bear true allegiance to His 
Majesty George the Third, by the Grace of God King of Great 
Britain, France & Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c., &c., &c.," 
which aforesaid Oath of Allegiance I require of all Heads of 
:Families, & as many of the other Inhabitants of Cape Town & 
within four Hours Distance as can assemble in the Castle on 
Thursday and Friday the 15th & 16th of this present month of 
June, to take & subscribe in a Book for that purpose in behalf of 
themselYes & all their Fellow Burghers ; and the Inhabitants of 
Cape District above four Hours Distance from Town may take the 
Oath on any day most convenient to themselves from 10 to 12 in 
the forenoon from the 15th of June to the 15th of September 
next. 

And to prevent any Doubt which might take place on this Head, 
it is hereby declared that all persons whatever continuing to reside 
in this Colony & thereby to enjoy His Majesty's protection, 
although they may not individually or actually have taken the 
Oath hereby mtuired, will nevertheless be considerc<l as having 
virtually accmled thcr\JLo, & will be liable to all the pains & penal-
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ties attached to the Crime of Treason, in case of any act contrary 
to the Allegiance they have sworn or acceded to. 

Given under my Hand & Seal, at the Castle of Good Hope, this 
28th day of May 1797. 

(Signed) 

[Copy.] 

PROCLAMATION 

MACARTNEY. 

By Hrs EXCELLENCY GEORGE EARL OF MACARTNEY, &c. 

Whereas representations have been made to me that altho the 
Baking of White Bread or Biscuit has been prohibited, the Sifting 
& Consumption of very considerable Quantities of fine Flour is 
still continued, to the evident prejudice of the system of reconomy 
which, from the unfortunate Harvest of the last Season, it has 
been found necessary to adopt ; I do hereby not only confirm all 
former regulations upon this Subject, but have moreover judged 
proper to require & direct, & by these do require & direct that no 
Baker shall sell more than three pounds of Flour on the same day 
to the same person, or to sift more than what is absolutely necessary 
for the requisite demands of the day, and that if it be proved that 
any Baker has from the time of, and after the issuing of this 
proclamation, acted contrary to these regulations, so necessary for 
the public welfare, he shall forfeit the sum of Fifty Rix Dollars 
upon the first conviction thereof, & ten times that sum for a 
second contravention. 

And it is further directed that all the Bakers shall on Saturday 
evening give in to the Fiscal an accurate Return of the Quantity 
of Flour that they have sold during the preceding week, together 
with the state of the Surplus remaining in their Hands. 

Given under my Hand & Seal at the Castle of Good Hope, this 
6th day of June 1797. 

(Signed) MACARTNEY. 
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[Copy.] 

Letter from the Dcpnty Sc!Yfetary to the (Jhnrch Council 
of the Lutheran Chiwch. 

95 

0A8TLE OF Goon HOPE, 12th June 1797. 

GENTLEMEN,-Having in consequence of a late conversation 
with your President informed His Excellency the Earl of 
Macartney that the Gentleman whom you propose to invite to 
become the successor of the late Reverend Mr. Kolver as Minister 
to your Church, bears an unexceptional character, and that he has 
been persecuted on account of his attachment to the Prince of 
Orange, I have received the commands of His Excellency to 
inform you that there will he no difficulty in obtaining a passport 
for any gentleman as a Minister of God's Holy Word that does 
not meddle with politicks, and that in writing to the Gentleman 
whom you have proposed, you should recommend the waiting 
upon Mr. Dundas with an attestation of his character from Baron 
Nagle, who resides at present in London. I have &c., 

(Signed) H. Ross, Deputy SC!Yrctary. 

fCQpy.] 

In, tr11ctions for the Landdrost of the Colony of Graaff Rcinct, 
:FRANS REINHERD BRESLER, according to which he is to act in,. 
tlw present circumstances of affitirs in the said Colony. 

1st. The L'lndrost of Graaff Reinet is to act in matters regarding 
his Oflico, according to the Instructions given under the former 
Government on the 1\lth July 1786 to the Landrost in particular 
as well as to the College of Heowraaden & the Magistracy of 
Graalf lleinet, and which for that purpose are further confirmed 
hy these presents, the 11th, 13th, & 13th Articles of the said 
I nstrnC'tion only excepted, as containing authorization for a yearly 
Jlartcriug with the Caffres for Cattle, and which Articles are 
pro\·isiunally s111h.:rsc<lc<l by these prest•nts. 
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2nd. But as the several Districts of Graaff Reinet by the last 
Rupture with the Caffer nation in the year 1793, as well as by the 
later Invasions of the Bosjesmen have suffered very considerable 
loss, so that some of them have even been reduced to the necessity 
of abandoning their places, and as the said Inhabitants for some 
time past have conducted themselves in a peaceable & regular 
manner in pursuance of the reiterated exhortations from the late 
Commander in Chief Major General Sir James Craig, the Govern­
ment of His Majesty is also inclined accordingly to relieve them 
as much as possible in the loss and damage they have suffered, in 
expectation of their rendering themselves also in future, by their 
conduct, worthy of that Indulgence. 

3rd. The said relief shall thus principally consist in the care to 
be taken by the Landrost, that the several districts be properly 
defended against the assaults both of the Caffres and the Bosjes­
men, and that the Districts of the Zuurveld and Brnintjes Hoogte 
as well as those of Cambdebo and Sneeuwberg, upon commands of 
the Landrost to assist one another in time of necessity. 

4th. And the said Landrost, by compelling those who in this 
respect should prove neglectful of their duty, will best be able to 
remove the Discords and Quarrels which frequently have arisen 
among the Inhabitants of these districts from their backwardness 
in assisting each other. 

5th. The said Landrost wiLh respect to the several Districts of 
the Colony of Graaff Reinet, and with respect to the means not 
only for relieving those Inhabitants who have suffered any loss, 
but also for encouraging every one to remove again to his former 
Place of abode or Settlement, is to make the followin" arran1re-o 0 
ments in the name of Government. 

Gth. With respect to the Districts called the Zuurveld. As tho 
greatest part of the Inhabitants there have been ruined by the last 
ruptures with the Gaffers in the year 1793, arnl have abarnloned a 
considerable number of l 1laces, (lovernment 1st not only acquits 
them of the payment of all the Heats in arrears, for which they 
till now stood debtors in the Books of Accounts with Government, 
but 2mlly also allows them during the next six years the use of 
their former Habitations without paying any rent whatever. 

7th. With respect to the Districts called the Rrnintjes Hoogto 
anll the Cambdebo. As the Inhabitants here have suffered groat 
damage from the Caffers as well as partly from the lloflj •snu.m, 
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tho' they have not been obliged to abandon their Places, they are 
acquitted by these presents of the payment of all the Rents in 
Arrears until the 16th September 1795 provided from the said 
date forward they do regularly and duly pay the said rents of 
which the said Landrost is particularly to take notice and from 
time to time properly to call upon the Inhabitants for that 
purpose. 

8th. Still as a great number of poor people are residing in those 
districts the Landrost, in pursuance of the principles adopted by 
His Majesty to relieve the poor by Indulgence, is required and 
directed by these presents to inquire what persons are really 
unablo to pay, in order that the yearly Rent in lieu of 24 Rix 
dollars may be paid at 12 Rixdollars, and to transmit an accurate 
Return thereof to me. 

9th. With respect to the districts the Tarka, Zwagers Hoek, 
Sneeuwberg, and the Nieuwe Velds Gebergte, As the greatest 
part of the Inhabitants here have been obliged to abandon their 
places, Government 1st not only acquits them also of the payment 
of all the Rents in arrears, but 2ndly also allows them, during the 
next six years, the use of the abandoned Places without paying 
any rent whatever. 

10th. Still all on the express condition that every Inhabitant 
who has been obliged to abandon, both here and in the Zuurveld, 
his place, shall be bound again to remove to such place within 
the time of four months from the arrival of the Landrost in the 
Colony of Graaff Reinet. 

11th. On penalty that if within the said time the places are 
not occupied again, the former possessor shall then lose his right 
& claim to such Places, which are then to be granted to some 
other person, under the said Immunities, provided that such 
another person actually do occupy the same himself or employ 
for that purpose an Inhabitant or Christian as Servant or Overseer. 

12th. Without prejudice to the right which Government, with 
respect to such persons as have not reoccupied their former Places, 
then moreover reserves to itself the power of proceeding in regard 
of the rents in arrears, accoriling to circumstances in case such 
persons are not able to give a satisfactory account to the Landrost 
of the reasons that have IJrevented them from reoccupying their 
former places and habitations. 

13th. The particular arrangements of redress being made, it will 
Q Il 
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be higbly requisite not only to maintain the limits already 
established between the Inhabitants and the Gaffers but also to 
cause a proper partition between the Inhabitants and the Bosjes­
men to be observed. 

14th. Between the Inhabitants and the Gaffers according to what 
has appeared to me by the records of Government the Great :Fish 
River situate on the other side of the Zuur-veld has been tho 
boundary legally established according to agreement with the 
Gaffers and at the conclusion of tho last war with the said. 
nation in the year 1793 further confirmed according to the account 
in writing of both the Landrosts Manier and Faure. 

15th. Nothing is to occupy the attention of the Landrost (who 
is required and directed. for that purpose accordingly by these 
presents) more than the preservation of peace with the Gaffers, 
they being a powerful and a very numerous nation, who cannot be 
considered as savages, (to which the Bosjesmen absolut9ly belong), 
but who live according to certain established Rules and Laws, 
and who, upon any Rupture with the Inhabitants, are able to 
occasion a great deal of damage to our Pastures before they can 
be effectually repelled. 

16th. There being a Boundary so duly established, it will not be 
attended with much trouble for the Landrost being present at the 
Drostdy to maintain the same. 

17th. The Landrost is therefore to use His utmost endeavours to 
stop the intercourse between our Inhabitants and the Gaffers. 

18th. The said. Landrost is previously to take care that all the 
Gaffers who have settled on thic; side of the Great }'ish Hiver do 
remove to the otl1er side, and also that such of the Inhabitants as 
haYe settled beyond the limits do return again within the same. 

10th. :For which purpmm the Landrost is hy a proclamation, 
within a cC'rtain time to he issued, to recall all the said In­
habitants, on penalty that those who do not ohey i:1hall not only 
remain banished for lift' from this Colony, hut also, if after­
wards apprehended, shall be imme<liately transported out, of the 

same. 
~0th. The said Lanclrost is moreover to take proper care tluit all 

s11ch single ('affers as arc in the service of some of the lnhahit­
ants be dismissed from those services, and return to their own 

nation. 
21st. After which no person of either si1lc shall pass the Great 

I 

I 
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Fish River, such only excepted as pass as ambassadors, and are 
pNvided with proper marks. 

22nd. But with the Bosjesmen, who are perfect Savages, it will 
be always difficult to maintain, at least without much Bloodshed, 
the limits to be fixed, still good order requires that they also 
should be forced to remain in their own Country. 

23rd. Amicable endeavours must be used to oblige these Savages 
to leave the Country which they have overrun, or if these should 
fail then the Inhabitants of those Districts which they at present 
occupy must unite & use force. 

24th. After which no better boundary can be found between 
the Bosjesmen and the Inhabitants than 1st the Zeekoe River 
situate behind the Sneeuwberg, 2nd the Carre or Roodeberg 
behind the Cambdebo, and 3rd the Zak River situate behind the 
Nieuwe Velds Gebergte, the Roggeveld, and the Hantam, forming 
the one with the other a Demi Circle from the East to the 
West. 

25th. The principal Duty of the Landrost at his first arrival at 
Graaff Reinet is beyond any doubt to renew with the Gaffers their 
agreement about the Boundaries, & if possible to compel by gentle 
means all those who reside on this side of the Great Fish River to 
retreat, and afterwards by ordering regular expeditions to protect 
the other Inhabitants in their possessions against the Bosjesmen. 

26th. But as the Landrost is bound to protect the Inhabitants 
against the Savages, so is he to keep a watchful eye that the 
Inhabitants do not encroach beyond the places granted by the 
former Government in loan. 

27th. The said Grants & the rents thereof being enjoyed by 
Government has authorised the possession of those places, altho 
in itself very unjust and ori6rinating in the oppression of the 
natives, but all further enlarging of this Colony would be an 
absolute cruelty with respect to the natives, who thereby are 
molested in their possessions & expelled, which would be directly 
against the Justice & Humanity of His Majesty, wherefore the 
Landrost is to guard against such encroachments. 

28th. Tho proper 13osjesmen inhabit a very extensive tract of 
land behind the Zeekoe River ; they feed upon Venison & the 
I>roduce of their :Fields, digging out of the ground certain ant 
hills full of ant eggs which they call Rice, & which serve them 
for a great, part of their food, hut they keep no cattle, even the 

JI ~ 
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cattle which some of them steal from our Inhabitants they do 
not keep for breeding, but consume immediately with the greatest 
profusion, according to the known custom of savarres. Of these, 
some Robbers have settled on this side of the said Land, who 
have come down through the Carre or Roodeberg, and further 
through the Nieuwe V olds Gebergte into the Rogrreveld & tho 
Hantam. 

29th. These are therefore in every possible manner to be 
compelled to return to their own Country, which is considerably 
di tant from the possessions of the Inhabitants, in order to share 
with their own nation what Nature has allotted them. 

30th. Now if these people would by gentle means be persuaded 
to do so, it would be fortunate, and a great deal of human blood 
would thereby be saved, but finally some means will be unavoid­
able for self preservation, especially if their considerable pro­
creation is considered, which according to reports thereof is 
inconceivable. nothwithstanding their wild and uneasy manner 
of life & the disasters to which they are continually suhject. 

31st. It is said that 60 years ago the Bosjesmen, by a certain 
accident, were come to the same extremities as at pre ent, so that 
Government was obliged in an efficacious manner, even hy sending 
troop from this town thither and by making extraordinary ex­
peditions, to proceed against them, & that on that occasion, in 
several Districts, some Bosjcsmcn's Craals were surrounded, the 
principal Bosjesmen thereof apprehended, transported to this 
Town, and given to understand what would be the consequence 
of their not retreating immediately into their own Country; that 
thereupon they were dismissed with some presents, & that the 
said manner of proceeding had very fortunately caused the greatest 
part of them to retreat. 

32nd. , hould the like mea. nres he once again adopted, they 
might produce a very good effect, & the Landro t, from a principle 
of humanity, should undertake something of this kind, prior to 
hi. proceeding to order a general expedition of the Inhabitants 
for the purpose of forcibly expelling the Bosjesmen. But should 
w • ho obliged to adopt such a deplorable cxpccli •nt, then tho 
Lanrlrost is particularly required to take care that in such 
expeditions a more humane treatment he ohsen •d than that 
,\ hich I am informed sometimes on those occm,ions takes 
place. 
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33rd. Finally, a secret Instruction under the present date is 
o.lso delivered to the Landrost for his further information. 

Given under my Hand and Seal in the Castle of Good Hope 
the 20th June 1797. 

(Signed) MACARTNEY. 

[Copy.] 

Private Instructions /or the Landro-st of Graajf Rcinet, FRANS 

REINHARDT BRESLER. 

1st. Whereas Considerations have occurred to me as Representa­
tive of His Majesty & Commander in Chief of this Colony whether 
it would not for various Reasons be expedient and proper to 
remove the Drosty of Graaff Reinet, at present situate in the 
Cambdebo, to the Zwartkops River on the East Coast about 
32 Hours distant from the present Drosty, the said Landdrost 
is therefore particularly required & directed as soon as his most 
necessary Business at the Drosty shall be performed to repair to 
the said Zwartkops River and there very accurately to examine 
the Situation of that District. 

2nd. The said Landdrost is there not only to examine the Spot 
where the Drosty with the best propriety and Convenience could 
be erected if Government at any Time should resolve to do so; 
but also what Materials for the Building thereof are to be found 
in its Vicinity. 

3rd. The said Landdrost is moreover to enquire how many 
and what Places are to be found within the Distance of 4 Hours ? 
Who inhabit those Places ? What those Places produce ? What 
number of Cattle each }farmer is possessed of? Which of those 
Places are fit for raising Grain? And what Quantity of Grain 
may probably be sown on each of those I>laces ? What I>laces 
are or are not supplied with Water ? What Places are capable 
in case of need to he moistened hy means of Passages for Water 
and of course rendered fit for mising Grain on them ? Whether 
any Rain usually takes place there regularly during the year ? 
To what inconvenience of Caterpillars, Locusts, &c., the I>laces 
there arc subject? And in short all that in this respect possibly 
may lend Lo some Information and Explanation. 
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4th. Of all the above mentioned the said Landdrost is to draw 
up an exact Report and to transmit the same to me for In­
formation. 

5th. In the mean while on account of the uncertainty whether 
the Drosty will not be removed the said Landrost is provisionally 
not to undertake any considerable Repair on the present Drosty, 
in order to save useless Expencos. 

6th. The said Landdrost is moreover during his Stay at tho 
Zwartkops River to endeavour to learn not only the true Value 
of such Place or Places as in case of tho Drosty being erected 
there will be required for that purpose, but also the sum tho 
Possessors paid for them. 

7th. For particular Reasons and until further order the said 
Landdrost is authorized by these presents to keep a watchful 
eye upon the correspondence between Graaff Reinet and the 
Cape or other Districts, and to intercept, to open, and to examine 
every suspected Letter. 

8th. However as this Extraordinary Measure is adopted only 
for the purpose of preserving the Public Peace and Tranquillity 
in the Colony Graaff Reinet and of frustrating the design of such 
correspondence of evil minded persons who avail themselves of 
the weak understandings of the Country People in order to under­
mine the said Public Peace and Tranquillity, the said Landdrost 
is therefore to proceed in this point, being of a delicate nature 
with proper circumspection and discretion. 

9th. The said Landdrost is also and in the same manner 
authorized by these presents to cause such Persons whose Conduct 
is detrimental to the I>ublic Peace and Tranquillity of the Colony 
to be turned out, and in case of their refusing or opposing, then 
to cause the same to be apprehended and sent up to Town, in 
which case the said Landdrost is at the same time to transmit 
to me a proper Account of the Reasons and Motives thereof. 

Given under my Hand and Seal in the Castle of Good Hope 
the 20th June 1797. 

(Signed) MACARTNEY. 
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[Copy.] 

PROCLAMATION 

103 

By Hrs EXCELLENCY GEORGE EARL OF MACARTNEY, &c. 

Whereas the Ilurgher Senate have represented to me that in 
order to enable them to levy & collect the annual assessment of 
Lion & Tyger money, for the supply of the Colony's fund, they 
have affurnd advertisements requiring all the Inhabitants of the 
Cape District that shall have attained their sixteenth year to 
cause themselves to be entered into the Registers of this Colony, 
and that the said Advertisement has been attended to by very 
few Individuals: I have therefore taken their said Complaint 
into my Consideration, & convinced of the propriety of assisting 
the Magistrates in the discharge of their Duty, I do hereby call 
upon, require, and command all & every one of the Inhabitants 
of Cape Town & District, who shall have attained their sixteenth 
year, to appear within two months from the present date before 
the Secretary of the Corporation of Burghers, C. P. Slotsboo, for 
the purpose of being entered into the Registers of the Colony, & 
all such of the Inhabitants hereby called upon, that shall not 
have presented themselves within two months from the present 
date, shall in addition to the usual assessment, forfeit Ten Rix 
Dollars, to be applied .to the same fund, & in case of wilful neglect 
of these commands being proved, they shall be subject to five 
times that penalty. 

Given under my Hand & Seal at the Castle of Good Hope, 
21st day of June 1707. 

(Signed) 

[Copy.] 

PROCLAMATION 

MACARTNEY. 

By Hrs EXCELLENCY GEORGE EARL OF MACARTNEY, &c. 

·w11creas it appears that the pr,wla1nalion of the lGth of October 
17%, forbidding the purchasiug, taking in pawn, or in any other 
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manner detaining any Arms, Ammunition,' Accoutrements, Cloaths, 
Caps, or any other furniture from any Soldier or Sailor, has not 
been properly attended to, & that the penalty then fixed has not 
been sufficient to deter evil disposed persons from offending against 
the proclamation, I have therefore judged it now expedient to 
renew it, & by these presents prohibit & forbid all purchase, 
exchange, taking in pawn, or detention under any pretext what­
ever, of any Arms, Ammunition, Accoutrements, Cloaths, Caps, 
Horse furniture or Forage from any Soldier or Sailor, on penalty 
of One Hundred Rix Dollars for each offence or article so pur­
chased, exchanged, taken in pawn, or detained. 

And in order to prevent any future mistakes, pretexts, or 
excuses on this subject, Notice is hereby given that all Masters 
& Employers will be held responsible for any Act contrary to this 
Order committed by or through the Intervention of their Slaves 
or Servants. 

Given under my Hn.nd & Seal at the Castle of Good Hope, this 
21st day of June 1797. 

(Signed) MACARTNEY, 

[Copy.] 

Letter from the Council at Fort St. George to the 
EARL OF MACART~EY. 

FORT ST. GEORGE, 25th Ju116 1707. 

}.fr Lonn,-Having received application from certain Merchants 
of this Presidency for the Company's licence to export goods from 
India to the Cape of Good Hope, we have upon consideration of 
the Act of the 37th of thr. King Chap. 21, and of the order of tho 
King in Council in consequence of that act, doubted the authority 
of this government to delegate the licence of the Company, hut 
we have granted as far as depended upon us our pormission to 
the merchants in question to export from the coast of Coroman<lcl 
goods of whatever description they chuse for disposal at their own 
risk at the Cape of Good Hope. 

In consideration therefore of the mutual advantages to bo 
derived from an intercourse between India and the Cape all(l 
particularly of the inconveniences which you suffer at present Ly 
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scarcity of provisions, we beg leave to recommend in the most 
earnest manner that you will be pleased to put the most favorable 
construction upon the order of His Majesty in Council towards the 
Merchants who under these circumstances have engaged in so 
distant and hazardous a speculation. We have, &c. 

(Signed) 

[Copy.] 

PROCLAMATION 

HOBART, 

GEORGE HARRIS, 

E. SAUNDERS, 

E. H. F ALLOFIELD. 

By HIS EXCELLENCY GEORGE EARL OF MACARTNEY, &c. 

Whereas by a proclamation issued by my predecessor in this 
Government, Major General Sir James Craig, Knight of the Bath, 
&c., &c., bearing date the 10th of November 1795, certain rules 
were directed to be observed with respect to the ranks, titles, 
and distinctions of the officers lately belonging to the Dutch 
East India Company, and whereas in order to prevent the same 
from being misconstrued or misunderstood, it is judged expedient 
to inform all whom it may concern, that the rank, title, distinc­
tion & authority of the Landdrosts are paramount & superior in 
their respective Drosdys to those of all the rest of the Inhabit­
ants, not otherwise specially commissioned or appointed by 
the present Government ;-And the said Landdrosts are there­
fore to be respected & obeyed accordingly. Next to the Land­
drost the Clergy in the several DrosJys are to be considered as 
holding rank. And it is hereby further declared that all other 
ranks, titles, precedence and distinctions which were granted or 
allowed by the Dutch East India Company to their officers bo 
continued until further order, & to he observed among them­
selves by all such persons as are desirous and solicitous of 
claiming & enjoying the same. 

Given under my Hand & Seal, at tho Castle of Good Hope, 
this 26th tlay of Juno 1797. 

(Signetl) MACARTNEY, 
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[Copy.] 

PROCLAMATION 

By His EXCELLENCY GEORGE EARL OF MAcAr«NEY, &c. 

Whereas I have judged proper to confirm the Orders of the 
former Government prohibiting the importation, sale, or purchase 
of any Gunpowder, & declaring that henceforth the requisite 
supply of the same for the Inhabitants of this Colony shall only, 
as heretofore has been customary, be furnished by regular Orders 
on the Board of Ordnance; I hereby strictly prohibit & forbid 
any Gunpowder from being imported, landed, or sold in this 
Colony, on any account but that of Government, on penalty of 
the whole of the powder that shall be attempted to be landed, 
sold, purchased, or ubtained in any manner or in any quantity 
whatsoever being immediately seized, and I have moreover judged 
it proper to affix a penalty of One Hundred Rixdollars to be 
levied on both the vender & the purchaser, upon Conviction of 
Contravention or Disobedience of this Order. 

And all persons at present possessed of any Quantity of Powder 
exceeding ten pounds, & intended to be sold or otherwise disposed 
of, shall render an immediate account thereof to the Secretary's 
Office, that proper steps may be taken. 

Given under my Hand & Seal, at the Castle of Good Hope, 
27th of June 1797. 

(Signed) 

[Copy.] 

PROCLAMATION 

MACARTNEY. 

By II1s ExeELLENCY GEORGE EARL OF MACARTNEY, &c. 

Whereas it appears that a proclamation issued on the 21st of 
February, for the purpose of informing all Deserters in this 
Colony of His Majesty having been graciously pleased to pardon 
all such as should surrender themselves to any Regiment, or to 
any public Office, whether Civil or Military, in tho Cape Town 
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<lr the Districts of Stellenbosch, Drakenstein, Zwellendam & 
Graaff Reinet, Prisoners, to certain Dates therein fixed, & it 
having been represented to me that from the great Extent of 
this Uolony & the difficulty of Communication with the remote 
parts thereof, the said proclamation has not reached within the 
Limits therein fixed, or has not been made sufficiently public; 
I have judged it an Act of Justice, as well as of Mercy, generally 
to renew tho said offer of Pardon, & to extend the period of 
Surrender to the 1st day of August for all such as shall have 
deserted prior to the Date of tho said proclamation, & likewise to 
date of this proclamation. 

Given under my Hand & Seal at the Castle of Good Hope this 
27th day of June 1797. 

(Signed) 

[Copy.] 

PROCLtM.ATION 

MACARTXEY. 

By II1s E. CELLE~·cy GEORGE EARL OF MACARTNEY, d':c. 

Whereas the unlimited inter~urse between the people of 
ithis Uolony & the Caffers occasions many serious inconveniences, 
to ouviate which I have directed tho Landdrost of Graaff Reinet 
not to suffer any Ua1fors henceforth to pass & rcpass the established 
Limits of their Territory, without being provided with Badges of 
Authority so to do, or their ueing provided with a Passport 
signed & scaled by the said Landdrost ; and in order the more 
effectually to obviate the inconveniences resulting from the 
present State of Intercourse, I have judged it expedient to require 
that all the Inhabitants who have in their service, or in any other 
manner harbour any Caffers, shall within the space of twelve 
months liberate & discharge the same, & provide themselves with 
other Servants. 

Uiven under my Hand & Seal, at the Castle of Good Hope, this 
17th day of June 1797. 

(Signed) :MACARTNEY. 
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[Copy.] 

PROCLAMATION 

By HIS EXCELLENCY GEORGE EARL OF MACARTNEY, &c. 

Whereas by my proclamation of the 28th day of May last, 
All Heads of Families, and as many other Inhabitants of tho 
Cape Town & within four Hours distance, as could assemble in 
the Castle on Thursday & Friday the 15th & 16th of June, were 
summoned & required to take and subscribe in a Book for that 
purpose, in behalf of themselves & their fellow Burghers, the 
following Oath of Allegiance to His Majesty, the Sovereign of 
this Colony : 

" I do swear that I will be faithful & bear true Allegiance to 
His Majesty George the third, by the Grace of God King of Great 
Britain, France & Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c., &c., &c." 

And whereas the following Heads of Families and Inhabitants, 
viz.: Wm. F. van Rheede van Oudtshoorn, J. D. Hubner, 
H. A. Vermaak, J. A. van Reenen, W. van Reenen, Ik. van 
Reenen, Gysbert van Reenen, J. G. Brink, C. Brink, J. Brink, 
A. Brink, C. van der Poel, A. van Breda, P. van Breda, 
J. A. Horak, Alexander van Breda, D. G. van Reenen, J. P. 
Eksteen, C. Nelson, S. van Blerk, C. la Harpe, J. Rens, D. Hoff­
man, Adria.an Cruywagen, Wm. Colver, J. D. Karnspek, A. D. 
Smit, 0. Freislich, J. Joubert, II. Cloete junior, H. O . .B::ksteen, 
N. Colyn, Jan van choor, N. van Es, H. Dampers, L. Bield, 
G. Wm. Hoppe, S. Wiedt, J. van Leeuwen, G. Rchierhout, 
- Verheum, N. van Wielligh, S. Horman, A. Jan en, D. Storm, 
H. ter Hoeven, Doctor Voigt, L. Henkell, J. van Biel, S. van 
Reenen, J. J. Vercueil, and divers others actually re iding in 
Cape Town or District within four hours distance, have on various 
pretences declined & neglected to take and subsc1ibe the said 
Oath; Be it therefore known, & by these presents it is declared, 
that all Heads of :Families & others as above described who shall 
not have taken & subscribed the said Oath before the 10th day of 
July next, will be considered as disloyal Subjects, and no longer 
entitled to the protection of the British Government, which they 
refuse to acknowledge. They are therefore warned & commantlcd 
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to hold themselves in readiness to depart this Colony within the 
space of 30 days from the Date hereof, and to embark on board 
such Ship or Ships as shall be prepared by my Order to transport 
them to Batavia, or to such other Dutch Settlement in the 
Island of Java or elsewhere, as may be found most convenient to 
land them at. 

Those Officers late in the Service of the Dutch Government, 
included in the 3rd & 4th .Articles of the Capitulation, who chuse 
to remain here, have permission so to do, on their taking & 
subscribing the Oath, and those who wish to leave the Colony and 
return home, according to the 3rd .Article of the Capitulation 
above mentioned, are to signify the same within 14 days from the 
date hereof, after which term they are to be considered solely as 
:prisoners of war, & no longer entitled to any privileges than those 
appertaining to such . 

.And be it further known, & it is hereby declared, that as His 
Majesty has been pleased to vest in me all the powers and 
authorities of His Government here, as well civil as military, so 
the same shall be used & exercised by me on every occasion, for 
the protection, encouragement & reward of all faithful & well 
deserving Subjects, & for the Discountenance & punishment of all 
disaffected, disobedient, and disloyal persons within this Colony. 

Given under my Hand & Seal, at the Castle of Good Hope, this 
28th day of June 1797. 

(Signed) MACARTNEY. 

[Copy.] 

Letter from the EARL OF MACARTNEY to the LANDDROST OF 

GRAAFF-REINET. 

CASTLE OF GooD HoPE, June 30th 1797. 

Srn,-llerewith you will receive my Instructions for your 
Conduct in your present Mission to Graaff Reynet, they are drawn 
up from the best information that was possible for me to procure, 
& will I trust by your manner of executing them be sufficient to 
restore the Tranquillity of that Country, to give the Inhabitants a 
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proper confidence in the l3enignity of the Present Government 
towards them, and at the same time impress them with a drmul of 
its Resentment in case of their abusing it. 

You will take care to keep me regularly informed of all your 
Proceedings and of every other Particular that occurs within tho 
Colony of Graaff Reynet, which you think me either desirous or 
interested to know. Wishing you a prosperous Journey and every 
possible Success, I now bid you farewell, and am with groat truth 
& regard, &c., &c. 

MAC.\l\T~EY. 

[Copy.] 

Letter jror>i the EARL OF MACARTNEY to JonN BARROW, EsQRF.. 

CASTLE OF GooD IIoPE, June 30th 1797. 

DEAR Sm,-Having in conversation sufficiently explained the 
motives which induce me to send you to Graaff Reinet in company 
with Mr. Bresler, the Landrost, I have only now to repeat my 
desire that in addition to the political enquiries you are to make, 
you will direct a particular attention to the following objects, and 
report to me from such observations as occur to you in the Country 
thro which your way may lead you in going and returning: 

What timber or other naval stores you meet with, fit for the use 
of the Royal Navy. 

What hemp or flax, pitch or tar, or substitutes for them, are or 
may be raised in the neighbourhootl of such ports as those articles 
can conveniently be shipped from. 

What are the latitudes and longitudes of those parts, and 
particularly of the Bn.y or Harbour said to be formed wher • tho 
Swartkops river falls into the Sea. Whn.t is the depth of water, 
danger or security, advantages or disadvantages, prevailing win<lR, 
&c., at the said Bay or Harbour. Whether it he easily acces.~ible 
to an Enemy, and if so how it may be rendered diflicult. Whn.t 
Defonce appears best suited to it, and how such Defence can lie 
provided in the cheapest practicable mode. 

\Vhat vessels frc<1uent the coast, and fur what pmpo,c What 
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tishing is carried on or may be carried on there with a prospect of 
benefit and success. 

What mines of Gold, Silver, Copper, Tin, Iron, Lead, and Coal 
have been discovered, or what appearances of such mines present 
themselves to your notice. 

What Commerce or Intercourse might be carried on with the 
Hottentots, Caffres, or other savage nations on our Boundary with 
safety, propriety and advantage. Whether the Caffer Country 
abounds, as it is said, with Ivory, Gold dust and other valuable 
articles of trade, and, if so, how the Natives dispose of them, and 
with what Nations do they now traffic. 

These are the principal objects I wish at present to point out to 
you; but there are many others which will naturally suggest 
themselves, and which from your turn of mind and desire of 
knowledge, will not be neglected by you. 

Wishing you a pleasant tour and a safe return, I now take my 
leave of you with the sincerest wishes for the success of your 
undertaking, & with every assurance of my being, Dear Sir, very 
truly yours, 

(Signed) 

[Copy.] 

PROCLAMATION 

MACARTNEY. 

By Hrs EXCELLENCY GEORGE EARL OF MACARTNEY, &c. 

His Majesty having taken into his royal consi<leration the 
Hepresentations which have been made to him of the state of his 
Loan Laud Revenue and Qnitrents in this Colony, and being 
de;;irm.rn of manifesting his paternal regard to his now Subjects, 
has lieen graciously pleased to remit all arrears derived from the 
said Land Revenue and Quit Rents which were due and outstanding 
anterior to the time of the Capture of this Sottlemont by His 
Arms, and such arrears so due and then outstanding a.re hereuy 
dedare<l to he remitted accor<lingly. And it is His Majesty's 
further Pleasure that the mrn,t strict regularity be henceforth 
ohservccl to ensure the punctual Payment of all Land revenue and 
Qnitrents accruing since that period, so that no accumulation of 
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arrears may arise in future equally detrimental to the interests or 
the overeign and the people. 

Given under my Hand and Seal at the Castle of Good Hope 
this 4th day of July 1797. 

(Signed) MACAltTNEY. 

[Original.] 

L etter from the EARL OF !A.CARTNEY to the RIGHT HONOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CASTLE OF GOOD HOPE, July 10th 1797. 

Srn,-When men are placed in new situations, they are often 
distressed by the embarassments that surround them, and the 
difficulties they have to encounter, but tho many occur to me at 
present, yet as they must at all events be surmounted, it would be 
idle to complain of them, or to encumber exertion with regret. 
Some of those, which I feel, naturally flow from the circumstance of 
a new Governor of such a Colony as this, having been long expected, 
and long delayed, and others would probably have been removed by 
the zeal and ability of my Predecessor, had he not been unwilling 
to preclude me from judging and determining myself. He, how­
ever, very candidly communicated to me his own ideas upon every 
thing, which I was most desirous and interested to be infonned of, 
and it is with great pleasure that I take this opportunity to do 
justice to his merits and liberality. 

I directed my earliest attention to the points which from his 
discourse, and my own observation appeared to be of the most 
pressing nature. His letters will have fully explained to you tho 
State of Graaff Reynot (tho most distant settlement of th, Colony 
to the eastward) and of tho disturbances there which from various 
ca.uses, partly from real grievances, partly from imaginary ones, 
much from the People's own restlessness and a spirit of In­
dependence, not uncommon in their situation, and circumstanc 11, 

artfully nourished and fomented by the Enemi •s of regular 
government, and not a little owing to the mismanagement of their 
former masters, had grown to an alarming height, and menaced 
infinite mischief. I lost not a moment therefor• in giving the 
fullest consideration to the subject, aud having funned my plan 
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upon the hest information and advice I could procure, upon my 
own mature reflections, and the eighth article of the King's instruc­
tions, I despatched to his station at Graaff Reynet J\fr. Bresler, 
the Landrost, a gentleman recommended to me by Sir James 
Craig, and who having been formerly employed by him there, is 
well acquainted with tho Country and its inhabitants, and from 
inclination and connection perfectly well disposed to our interests. 
Ho was indeed the only person equally competent, whose services 
were within my reach to dispose of on this occasion. Nevertheless, 
to avoid totally depending on him, and to discover how far the 
same objects may appear alike to British and Dutch Eyes, I have 
sent with him Mr. Barrow, a Gentleman of my family, who is well 
qualified to observe, to judge, and to act, and whose journey, as ho 
is known to be fond of natural history, passes for a tour, not of 
business, but of curiosity, science and botanical research. Enclosed 
I have the honor of transmitting to you copies of my instructions 
to Mr. Bresler and to Mr. Barrow for their conduct on this service. 
In the latter you will find that I have particularly directed him to 
examine the Bay of Algoa, into which the Swartkops river falls, 
as yet imperfectly known, but highly deserving of our attention, 
and investigation. I have conferred with Admiral Pringle upon 
this subject, and he has been so good as to promise me, that he 
would order a small vessel to proceed thither with a skilful Of.licer, 
in order to meet Mr. Barrow c the spot, and to prosecute the 
enquiry conjointly with him. 

Another object at the same time demanded my early care bore. 
I mean the repa ation of tho ·wharf, or Jetty of this rort, which, 
being of tho Jirst importance to the place, ::ulmittod of no procrasti­
nation. IL was therefore ordorocl to be undertaken without delay, 
altho attondod with an exponce little short of a thousand polllldfl. 
Ha Ying lloon fountl in a very ruinous condition at the time of the 
Conquest of tho Capo, it was supported by a temporary repair 
during Sir ,fames Uraicr's CloYernmont arnl at my arrival required 
a more subsl:tJ1tial on~, )mt for wa1~t of proper materials, I fear 
that all that is practicable at present, eYen at the exponce above 
meutionocl, will ho barely sufficient to sustain it till the next 
season. lt is 140 yards in length, by G yards in lJreadth, entirely 
built of wood, upon 1000 piles of tlifferent dimensions infixed at 
different periods, and now almost all corroded antl decayed hy age, 
by tho worm, and the range of tho Soa. The annual charge has 
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been constant and considerable ever since its first construction, 
aml must continue to be so, till obviated by a remedy hitherto 
unknown or unapplied. But I decline troubling you further upon 
this matter at present, as I shall soon be obliged to make it tho 
subject of a separate letter. 

You will have observed by my Predecessor's last despatch, that, 
at his departure, there then remained in the hands of the Receiver 
General upwards of 73,000 rixdollars, equal to about £12,000 at the 
present rate of exchange. How far this balance has contributed 
towards discharging the current demands upon it will be seen 
when the accounts can be matle up, and transmitted. to you. It 
does not intleetl appear that this Colony is ever likely to become a 
source of very abundant revenue. Its chief importance to us 
arises from its geographical position, from its forming the master 
link of connection between the western and. eastern world., from 
its being the great outwork of our Asiatic commerce and Intlian 
Empire, and above all from the conviction that, if in the hands of 
a powerful enemy, it might enable him to shake to the fountlation, 
perhaps overturn and tlestroy the whole fabrick of our oriental 
opulence and dominion. If it remains in our possession, it will 
therefore be all that it perl1aps ought to be, altho less than it is 
capable of being, if viewed in another light; but its immeiliate 
political, naval and military advantages are so striking, and of 
such splendor, that every other consitleration is for the moment 
almost extinguished in the blaze. 

:For the intended service and defence of this important place, ·our 
naval strength at present consists of five ships of the line, two of 
fifty guns, seven frigates and. four sloops or small vessels, besides 
the store ship, mostly in good order but none of them sufficiently 
manned. Our land forces are composed. of four battalions of 
infantry, two regiments of light dragoons and two companies of 
artillery,-the effective numbers of all which will appear on the 
latest return now inclosed. 

In this paper you will please to observe that only one hurnlred 
and eighty horses are marked as doing duty, the remainder 514 
being at grass. The impossibility of maintaining llw \I hole nnm her 
here, during the present scarcity of forage, olJligetl 8ir ,Tames Craig, 
a little time before my arrival here, to send some of them lo a 
government farm about 75 miles from hence, and it was his inten­
tion to have sent many morn, if he had continued here. l\1ajor 
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General Dundas in pursuance of this plan, and in consideration of 
the daily diminution of our stock, has now stationed all the rest of 
the horses, viz. 514, at different farms in the Country where they 
will remain till September or October, detaining here only the 
above mentioned 180, which will be more than sufficient to mount 
a complete squadron, and accommodate the officers. The detaching 
such a number of horses from hence appeared to be an indispensable 
measure, as the whole could no longer be kept together at a proper 
allowance, for want of which they were growing quite out of 
condition, and incapable of fatigue. We shall now by the new 
arrangement be able to feed at head quarters near 200 effective, 
and fit for duty, instead of a larger body which, till recovered 
and invigorated, could be of little or no service. In order to take 
care of the horses at Grass, a small proportion of privates has been 
sent with them, and a few officers have been also ordered thither to 
prevent abuses, disputes with the Country People, or other distur­
bance; but all the rest (officers and privates) continue here in 
Garrison, or are quartered at Riet Valley and Strickland within 7 
and 12 miles distance from hence, and in case of emergency could 
either act as Infantry, or be mounted on the horses of the Burghers 
of the Town. 

In addition to our force, we also reckon upon another Regiment 
of Foot, which you gave us reason to expect by the first fleet, so 
that this Colony may well be considered as engaging the constant 
attention of Government, and enjoying its just proportion of the 
general protection. 

I have not yet been able to form an exact calculation of the 
prolmble future expences of this Government on its present footing, 
but I should think, as far as I can conclude from the rough docu­
ments before me, that for the year commencing at my arrival in 
the firs_t week of May last, and ending the 30th of April next, the 
total charge civil and military will not exceed £220,000 exclusive 
of the 8quadron. I should indeed flatter myself that it may be 
brought within a narrower compass, if no extraordinary circmn­
stances arise to compel a departure from the general plan of puhlic 
<economy, which I have always been solicitous of observing. In a 
future leiier I shall have the honor of sending you the proper 
estimates, together with my ideas upon the subject, when they 
shall be sufficiently matured for your attention. 

The revenue of this Colony produced, in the last year ending 
I 2 
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31st December 1796, Rixdollars 144,519-5-5, equal at par to 
£28,!)03 .19. 0, but it will not produce so much in the current year, 
because all goods imported directly from any part of His Majesty's 
dominions, which were before subject to pay 5 per cent ad valorem, 
are now by the order of Council of the 28th of last December 
exonerated from any duty whatsoever. Some diminution may 
arise in the land rents from lowering, according to His Majesty's 
8th instruction, such as are found to have been too highly rated, 
but this cannot be considerable. The late scarcity also will 
occasion a deficiency in that part of the revenue which arises 
from the tythe of all corn brought to the Cape Town Market. 

Soon after the conquest of this Colony, Mr. Sluysken the former 
Governor or Commissary General, delivered to Sir George Elphin­
stone and Generals Clarke and Craig a detailed account of the 
debts and credits of the Dutch East India Company, by which it 
appeared that what they owed was a trifle, but that the debts due 
to them by Individuals amounted to a pretty considerable sum. 
These are for the most part good and recoverable, tho in many 
cases it will be equally prudent and humane to allow some indul­
gence or delay, but I understand from the Agent of the Captors of 
this place that they have a i::laim to a considerable part of these 
debts, on behalf of their employers. I have directed him to make 
out a statement of them, and shall transmit it to you by the first 
opportunity, but such part of them as appear liable to no doubt or 
exception I shall proceed to recover, as well as I can, without 
distressing Individuals, or giving rise to remonstrance or com­
plaint. 

The subject of revenue naturally leads me to speak of the paper 
Cunency here, a branch of finance which being of an intricate 
nature has been the occasion of great discussion and diversity of 
opinion. It has employed much of my thoughts, and must continue 
to do so, till I see my way clearly thro it. Fortunately, as it does 
not press at this moment, I shall have sufficient leisure to give it a 
full investigation. The whole of the paper, which consists of what 
is secured on the Government lands and buildings, of what is lent 
to Individuals on mortgage, and of what was issued hy Sir James 
Craig, being in all Rixdollurs 1,541,276-42, equal ai par to 
£308,255-G-0 Sterling, stands upon the same ground, if solely 
considered as a conveniency or inconveniency to the Public. 
\Vhat it might become at a future day, I am not now enquiring, 
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but it is undoubtedly of no inconveniency at present, on the 
contrary it is an immediate conveniency, there being scarcely any 
other vehicle of value for carrying on the common intercourse 
of commerce among the Inhabitants. 

Such being the case, and because the Troops have always been 
paid in hard money, and still expect to be so, I beg leave to renew 
my hopes that a regular supply of specie will be sent out to the 
Military Paymaster here, sufficient to answer the demands upon 
him. 

The next point which I am to touch upon, altho as yet I can do 
it but slightly, is the commerce of this Colony. It is not now 
material to enquire into its former state under the Dutch Govern­
ment, whose opinions and conduct, with regard to it, seem to have 
fluctuated at different periods, sometimes disposed to extend, and 
at other times to abridge it. Our interest and experience will 
teach us to direct and to regulate, not to force or to crush it. To 
flatter ourselves with the hopes of arresting its natural progress 
would be vain, but to prevent its abuse and perversion is policy 
and virtue. Fortunately this Country, in its productions, does not 
rival or interfere with our own. In its whale fishery it may very 
much assist us, in the grape it is well known to be fruitful, and in 
wheat and barley not less so, but vine dressing and agriculture 
require a larger population to manage and improve them than yet 
abounds in this Settlement. Our skill and industry may un­
doubtedly do much, but even supposing we could introduce into 
:England such a taste for the wines and raisins of the Cape, as to 
vanquish our preference for those of Spain, Portugal, and Madeira, 
would it be advisable, unless this Colony (whose Inhabitants of all 
kinds, white, black, and hottentot, do not exceed fifty thousand) 
could take off the same, or a greater quantity of our manufactures 
in return than we usually export to those Countries ? but be the 
future commerce here as it may, limited, or extensive, losing or 
profitable, it becomes necessary to establish a Custom house upon 
a new model, as a measure of regulation, if not of Revenue. I 
accordingly appointed Mr. Greene, whom you recommended to 
me, to the Office of Collector, for which from his knowledge of 
business, diligence, and temper, he seems well qualified. The 
death of }.fr Anguish left a vacancy in the Comptrollersbip, but 
it shall be soon filled up by a proper successor. From the 
estal>lisbmeut of this Custom House, and the reports of those 
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Officers, an estimate may be formed of the real wants of tl10 

Colony, and how far its means of paying for the supply of them 
may have existed, be improved, or produced. This cannot bo 
correctly known as yet, for under the Dutch Government tho 
books of import and export were kept in so loose and slovenly a 
manner, that we can place no reliance upon them. According to 
my ideas at present on this subject, the Port, I think, should be 
put entirely into the hands of the East India Company, and the 
Otlicers of it placed under their entire direction, except where 
the Governor might think his interference indispensable, in which 
case he should take upon himself the responsibility. 

The order of council of the 28th of last December has as yet 
produced no information, or instruction to me whatsoen!f from the 
Court of Directors, relative to the supply of this place with goods 
from the eastward, and such is our distress for the necessary 
articles of consumption, that in spite of my wishes and e1uleavours 
to adhere to the order above mentioned, I shall find myself com­
pelled to deviate from it sometimes, till proper steps are taken by 
the East India Company to render a deviation inexcusable. B •fore 
the conquest, the Cape was chiefly furnished with Asiatic articles 
from Batavia, the Metropolis of the Dutch Colonies in India. It 
is therefore now requisite, and it is implied in the order of Council, 
that we should be supplied by our East India Company, but no 
provision appearing to have yet been made by them for that 
purp< S•J, I leave you to judge how far necessity i likely to elude, 
or overcome prohibition, even where no ill intention or spirit of 
smuggling impel. 

This Port is often visited by foreign neutral Vessels from Bala via, 
chiefly Danish, which arc many of them Dutch at bottom, (possibly 
English), though so artfully covered that the fmucl is not to be 
detected. Rome of them have attempted to cany on a contrahand 
trade here, but have submitted to the penalties of it with 80 J ittlo 
murmuring, that I am inclined to think tho forfeitur .. wcro 
inconsiderable iu comparison of tho (foods that e.c;caped seizure. 

If the East India Company wish thcrm,clv 'S to become tho 
principal merchants hero for Europe articles, it would ho advisahlo 
that their Ships intended for that pmpose shoul<l r;ail from England 
earlier than the usual time, so as to ~rrive befor• tho 1st of May 
at farthest, because soon after that penod lhe season usually ohlirres 
them to go round to Simon's Day, which i:; twenty miles from hence, 
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the road over land extremely bad, a.nd the expence of carriage 
exorbitant. At all events they ought to have a warehouse, and 
faithful agents here always provided with a proper stock of India 
and China goods answerable t.o the wants of the Inhabitants, and 
Which might be sold t.o them at a much cheaper rate than any 
individuals trading on small Capitals could afford. I am aware 
that this would be unpopular among the merchants of the Cape 
Town, who are some of its most respecta.ble Inhabitants, yet it 
certainly ought to have a contrary effect in the Colony at large. 
Such an establishment might also perhaps be rendered at a future 
day still more extensive, and beneficial, under certain regulations, 
and restrictions, according t.o circumstances, and the discretion of 
the Company. 

I have the satisfaction to inform you, that altho the deficiency 
of the last harvest here had occasioned very great alarm, yet the 
quantity of com actually produced has been discovered upon a 
minute scrutiny t.o be rather more considerable than at first was 
imagined. It is, however, still inadequate t.o our wants, but from 
the precautions taken t.o supply them, and from the concurrence 
of other circumstances, I flatter myself we shall be able to get 
thro the on, without very severely feeling the evils of scarcity. 

It is my intention, if I find it practicable, and with the 
assistance expected from abroad, and the surplus produce of next 
harvest, in case there be a surplus, to replenish our mRi:,oazines so 
as to have always in st.ore a whole year's expenditure before hand, 
in order to meet a.ny ca!nal failure, or distress ; for which 
purpose, and t.o avoid leaving ground for complaint, I propose 
that two distinct magazines should be established, one for the 
fleet and army, and another for the Inhabitants. This measure 
would appear t.o be the more necessary, because I observe in the 
hist.ory of this Colony, that notwithstanding the generally super­
abundant harvests here (by which com has more than once becoIM 
a mere drug and of little value) the Cape has nevertheless some­
times suffered greatly from their failure, insomuch that so late as 
the year 1778 and 1786, the ten muids measure of wheat (equal 
to 1800 lbs.) rose from the usual price of 25 rix dollars t.o 120. 
The price at present is 55 rix dollars per measure of ten muids, 
and that of Barley in proportion. 

Wheat is indeed the principal grain raised here, for before the 
Conquest there was not a sufficient demand for barley t.o induce 
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the Farmer to apply much to its cultivation, but I have no doubt 
in two, or three seasons, they will be able to produce sufficient for 
our demands. Till then we shall be under some difficulty to supply 
dry forage for the Cavalry. I, therefore, at the particular request 
of General Dundas (whose vigilance and foresight nothing of this 
kind escapes) am to request that a quantity of oats, not less than 
three thousand Quarters may be senL out to us, by the earliest 
Ships that shall be dispatched. You are probably apprized that 
the attempts to cultivate that species of grain at this place have 
hitherto been unsuccessful. The General also wishes that a 
quantity of salt provisions (chiefly pork), sufficient for three 
months consumption of 5000 men should ba forwarded to us 
at the same time. Mr. Pringle the Commissm·y General now 
writes to the Treasury on these subjects. 

Taking the broad ground of l'ublic service thro its whole 
extent, I am naturally anxious to promote it in all its branehes, 
and therefore feel most sensibly any impediment whieh, in the 
present state of things, is out of my power to remove. NoLwith­
standin" the number of public buil<lings both here antl at Simon's 
Bay, formerly belonging to the Dutch :East India Company (of 
which a list was transmitted by General Clarke, as mentionecl in 
Sir James Craig's letter of the ~7th of December 179,i) they 
seem to be inadequate to our accommodation, and to fall very 
short of the various <lemands of the military, naval, arnl civil 
departments. I have every day requisitions ma<le upon me by 
different officers of tho~e services, all of them soliciting preferences, 
and offering reasons for displaeing each other. As the Commander 
of the Troops must certainly have been the best judge of the 
necessity, or propriety of stationing the Soldiery, for the pro­
tection of the Colony, in the J>laces which I found occupi •tl by 
them, I have resiste<l every importunity to remove them, all(l I 
have been equally decided with regard to such store house or 
uuildings as had been appropriate<[ to the u e of the :Navy, aml 
were in their poRsession at the time of my arrirnl, 110110 of whieh 
have I suffered the HlighteHt eneroachment upon, Urn more :o, 
indeed, l>ecause that l>cpartmcnt, altho provi<led with its full 
J>roportion, is still representml as not having a suf!ieiency for all 
its purposes. Among other Oflicers, the Physician of' the hrn,pilal 
seems to labour m1<ler the most serious incon venien(·y, ancl yet 
with the strongest (lesire aud anxiety to acconuuodale him, I 
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have found it impossible to do so to his satisfaction. Were there 
any vacant tenements, or storehouses, I might hire them, were 
materials now to be procured at any expense, I might build them, 
but it exceeds my power to create them. All that could then be 
expected from me I have done, which was to desire the Doctor 
to procure, if practicable, at any price, such places as he thought 
might relieve the exigence, and I would pay for them, if he did 
not look upon himself as authorized to do it without me. This 
engagement I offered to enter into, in conformity to your letter 
of the 2nd of last February, which I received at Plymouth a 
little before my departure. I am no less distressed with regard 
to Mr. Greene, the Collector of the Customs, who has no proper 
Office either here or at False Bay, that of his Predecessor the 
former Dutch Collector having been appropriated to the use of 
the Troops ever since the conquest, but I trust that all these 
difficulties will be got the better of by the aid of a little time and 
of a little patient exertion. 

On the 23rd of May last, Sir James Craig sailed from hence 
on board the Sir Edward H1tghcs East India Ship for Bombay. 
~efore his departure he delivered to me, in consequence of your 
instructions to him, his bill upon Messrs. Cox and Greenwood 
for £8GGG . 13 . G Sterling to replace the 52,000 rix dollars paper 
currency borrowed from the Treasury of this Settlement by 
]\fr. Ross, the I>ay-master of His Majesty's troops here. I have 
given it to that Gentleman, and desired him if he cannot negotiate 
it, so as to pro<luce the above s m of 52,000 rix dollars, to make 
up the diflerence, that the Colonial Revenue may suffer no loss 
from the transaction. 

On the 3rd of last month His Majesty's Ship Raisonablc of 
G4 guns arrived in Simon's Bay, having under her convoy the. 
Lord Th11rlo11•, the Hillsborough, and the Rose, East Indiamen, 
which three latter ships sailed from hence on the 28th for the 
pla<'es of their destination. 

On .Friday last tho Royal Cha rlottc, the Good Hope, and J.fcilabar, 
Indiamen, with the Bennick, extra ship, all homeward bound, 
put into Simon's Bay, and as they propose to proceed on their 
voyage to-morrow, I shall now close this letter, reserring myself 
for another opportunity, which will offer in a few days, to give 
you a farther account of affairs here. I have, &c., 

(Signed) :MACARTNEY. 
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[Copy.] 

PROCLAMATION 

By His EXCELLENCY GEORGE EARL OF MACARTNEY, &c. 

Whereas the measures which I propose to undertake for tlro 
purpose of promoting the welfare of the Inhabitants urgently 
require that I should be particularly informed of the real state of 
the Colony and that I should be furnished with the most accurate 
lists, not only of the number of the InhaLitants, their \Vims, 
Children, Slaves, & Cattle, Lut also of the quantity of such produce 
which forms the chief suLsistence & maintenance of the People, 
and the usual yearly lists Leing Ly far too incomplete to answer 
the purpose of my good intentions, I have ju<lge<l it expedient and 
proper to require an<l command, an<l by these presents do require 
and command, that all and eYery one of the lnhahitants of this 
Uolony shall personally appear at their respectirn districts between 
the first of the ensuing month of eptemLer and the first <lay of 
l)ecember, on the days and hours hereafter specifie<l., that is to say, 
those of the Cape Town and district before the :Fiscal and Com­
missioners of the Court of Justice, an<l. in the districts of 
Stellenbosch, Paarl, Drakenstein, Zwellenclam and Graaff Rei.net 
before their respective Landdrosts & committee of Heemraaden at 
such Times as the Landdrost shall point out, and there after haying 
taken a solemn Oath that their Heport contains the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing Lut the truth, they shall give in their 
Name that of their Wife, the number of their Children their 
Slave~ and Cattle, tho extent of the produce of their Yin~arro or 

t'> 

their Harvest, &c., in such manner as h:ts heretofore been customary 
and according to the hest of their knm, ledge and Lelief, an<l. also 
of the numLer of Morgen of Ground that they possess in property 
or loan and what quantity of the same they Lel.iere to be culti­
vated or may Le capable of cultivation. 

And in order to create as little inconvenience as posHible to the 
Inhabitants, I du hernby direct arnl recp1ire of the Fiscal and 
deputed 1\fomLers of the Court of ,J nstice to atternl in the usual 
Court chamber on ernry Tuesday all(l Friday morning from teu to 
twehe o'clock during the aforementionecl veriud, vi1,. from Friday 
the 1st to .Friday the :3~lltl ~cplcmber indusi \"C fur all the 

 

 



Records of the Cape Colony. 123 

Iphab~tants of the Cape town and Table Valley, and the three 
followmg weeks, viz. from Tuesday the 26th September to Tuesday 
the 17th October, for those that live betwixt the town and :False 
Bay anJ as far as to Koeberg included, and the remainder of the 
Time to the 1st December for all other Inhabitants of the Cape 
ilistrict whose Limits are not mentioned. 

AnJ unJer this general Head of Inhabitants I include not 
only the natives but all such as resided here at the Time of the 
tapitulation and such as have since been pennitted to remain 
here, and all the latter shall also give an account of their former 
quality and present manner of maintaining themselves. 

And I do moreover declare that the present measure is not 
taken in consequence of now levying new Taxes, but for the 
purpose of enabling the Government to judge of the true state of 
the Colony, to provide for the Wants of the Inhabitants, and to 
promote their Interest, and that all such as shall not personally 
appear in the manner before stated and comply with the orders of 
this I>roclamation shall be subject to a Penalty of five hundred 
rix dollars for their neglect or ilisobeilience of these Orders and 
shall notwithstanding be ol>liged to answer on Oath such inter­
rogatories as shall be put to them. 

And in or<ler that no Person may be able to plead ignorance, I 
re<1nire and direct that these presents be immeiliately published 
anu stuck up in the usual Places in this Colony. 

Uiven under my Hand and Seal, Castle of Good Hope, this 11th 
day of July 1797. 

(Signed) :MACARTNEY. 

[Original.] 

Letter /ruin the :EARL 01;· MACARTNEY to the RIGIIT HoNOURAIJLE. 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CASTLE OF Goon Hor&, July 12th. 17!!7. 

Srn,-I have the honor to send you iuclosed the copy of a letter 
acldressed to me hy the \Var<leus of the Lutheran Church here, an<l 
of llw answer which I directed to be given to it. They have in 
consequence written to Europe, aud directed that the ~finister who 
nrny be chosen to fill the present vacancy shonl<l procme proper 
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testimonials of his character, and lay them before you, in oruer to 
obtain your permission to proceed to this place. I have, &c., 

(Signed) MACARTNEY. 

[Original.] 

Letter f roni the EARL OF MACARTNEY to the RIGHT lIONOURAilLE 
HENRY DUNDAS. 

CASTLE OF Gooo HOPE, July 13th, 17!J7. 

Sm,-Enclosed I have the honor to send you copies of several 
proclamations which appeared necessary for me to issue here since 
my arrival. I have reason to think that they have already been 
attended with good effects, and that the firmness of tone with 
which the sentiments of government are declared has not a little 
contributed to the persuasion now prevailing among the Inhabitants, 
that they are not likely to return to the dominion of their former 
masters. 

The oath of allegiance to His Majesty has been now taken by 
and subscribed universally throughout this district, and I do not 
imagine that it will be refused by any person whatsoever in the 
others. Most of the Individuals whose names are specified in the 
proclamation of the 28th June were notorious Jacobins, notwith­
standing which they have every man of them come in and con­
formed to its Injunctions, some few with a very ill grace, but 
the rest not unbecomingly. I have, &c., 

(Signed) MACARTNEY. 

[Copy.] 

PROCLAMATION 

By Hrs EXCELLENCY GEOIWE EARL OF MACARTXEv; &c. 

Whereas nothing conlrilmtos more to tho proper ends and 
administration of J nslice than tho speedy decision of such causes, 
as from their nature are susceplihle of it, and whereas it appears 
to me that acconling to the usual mode of hearing and proceeding 
many such causes are attended with a degree of prolixity and 
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delay highly incom·enient for the answering the intention of 
a regular course of pleading and consequently prejudicial to the 
general welfare, I have therefore judged it expedient to ordain 
and direct that henceforth in the following matters, viz. : 

1st. The smuggling or irregularities in the Wine branch of 
Revenue and other articles, relative to which the Laws prescribe 
a fixed penalty, 

2nd. Such transgressions as do not fall under the denomination 
of capital Crimes, but for which the general interest of the com­
munity requires a proportionate Correction, The Fiscal shall bring 
the accused person or persons, not as formerly before the full 
Court, but before the Commissioners of the Court of Justice who 
usually attend upon enquiries, &c., &c., in the presence of whom 
the delinquent or delinquents as well as the evidences pro and 
contra shall appear in person, in order that the cause or causes 
may be immediately heard and determined according to the usual 
rules and proper course of pleading and according to their nature. 

And the Commissioners of the Court of Justice are therefore 
authorized and required by these presents henceforth to hear upon 
demand of the Fiscal all such causes as fall under the description 
above mentioned, that so upon their having heard the accuser and 
the accused and the evidences pro and contra they may by a 
summary proceeding conclude and determine the same, saving 
however to such of the parties as may think themselves aggrieved 
by the decision a right of brinrring the cause before the full Court, 
provided they bring it on the first ensuing Court day and pre­
viously deposit five and twenty Rixdollars to be forfeited to the 
Court Chamber if the decisions shall be confirmed. In causes 
not attended with infamy or which may be reversed by rehearing 
in the full Court, the decision of the Commissioners is nevertheless 
to take effect, and if the said sum of 25 Rixdollars be not deposited 
and the cause be not brought before the Court on the first ensuing 
Court day then the appeal shall be void and inadmissible, and that 
all persons may regulate themselves accordingly, and that none 
may plead ig-norance, I require and direct that these presents be 
published and fixed up at the usual Places throughout this 
Colony. 

Given under my Hand and Seal at the Castle of Good Hope 
this 17th Day of July 17!:!7. 

(Signed) MACARTNEY. 
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fCopy.] 

PROCLAMATION 

By Hrs EXCELLENCY GEORGE EARL OF MACARTNEY, &c. 

The Administration of Justice being an object of the highest 
concern to the welfare of the People, and consequently engaging 
the particular Care and attention of His Majesty's Government, 
It appears to me expedient to make certain arrangements and 
regulations in the judicial Courts of this Colony for the ease and 
benefit of its Inhabitants. 

I observe from the records, that by the iustruction of the former 
Government, dated 3rd December 1783, the Court of Justice was 
to consist of thirteen Persons, viz. : the President, the :Fiscal, and 
eleven ordinary Members, and that at the Time of the Capitulation 
on the 16th September 1795, It then consisted of the President, 
the Fiscal, and nine ordinary Members, besides two others, 
Mr. Henry de Wet and Mr. Peter Truter, who tho on account 
of their affinity with the President and the member l\fr. Henry 
Andrew Truter, they had no judicial Seats in the Court, yet 
attended and were employed on commissions of inspection, 
juridical enquiry, and information. Nearly according to this 
form the Court of Justice was reestablished by the late Governor 
my Predecessor, and appointed to discharge its usual functions. 

In the same manner were continued the other Boards of 
Judicature, that is to say, In the Cape Town the Court of 
Commissioners authorized to determine questions not exceeding 
100 Rixdollars, and at Stellenbosch, Swellendam, and Graafl' 
Reinet those of the Landdrosts and Heemraaden, the two former 
authorized to determine Suits not exceeding 100 Rixclollars, and 
the latter on account of its exposed situation empowered to deter­
mine Suits of 1,000 Guilders. 

Now considering that the Inhabitants of this Colony have been 
long accustomed to the subsisting laws and jurisprudence, and 
that no abuse of the same has come to my knowledge, I think it 
proper to declare, and it is hy these presents declared and directed 
that the administration of the civil and criminal Justice do con­
tinue on the ancient Ground, except where it shall han.i already 
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been altered and improved since the surrender of this Colony, 
or shall hereafter be altered and improved as occasion may 
require. 

I have also judged it convenient for the public service to lessen 
the number on the establishment of the Court of Justice and to 
order that it henceforth do not exceed the following numbers, viz. : 
The President, the :Fiscal, and five ordinary Members. The said 
seven Members therefore are to constitute the full Court, and 
that the Members tfr. Henry de Wet and Mr. Peter Truter to 
attend on commissions, as the ordinary Members until such 
times as they shall be directed to take their seats on the bench 
according to their seniority when enabled by such vacancies as 
will remove the cause of their present restriction. 

And tho it be my wish and intention that in order to have 
Justice amply administered the Court be complete when it is to 
pronounce ,Judgment, on which occasion all other business should 
give way, it is nevertheless declared that any Judgment or sentence 
pronounced by five persons of the Court shall be lawful. But as 
on account of Commissions in the Country or other indispensable 
absence of some of the Members it may happen that the Court 
of Justice cannot well be filled to the abovementioned number of 
five persons, and that the case for determination may admit of 
no delay the Court of Justice may then and for such occasion 
adopt or select for their Assessor or Assessors one or two Mem­
bers of the Burgher Senate, as may be requisite to complete the 
})roper number, such assessor or assessors duly taking the Judge's 
Oath. 

And Whereas from the increase of Inhabitants and from other 
circumstances of this seUlement it would be useful and beneficial 
to the same to make some alteration with regard to the other 
Courts or boards of Judicature within this Colony, Be it therefore 
known, and it is hereby published and directed that the Board of 
Commissioners for petty civil matters is henceforth authorized and 
empowered to determine suits amounting to a sum not exceeding 
two hundred rixdollars value, and the several country Boards of 
Landdrost and Heomraaden of Stellenbosch, of Drakenstein, and 
of Swellendam to determine suits of one hundred and fifty rix­
dollars value, and lhe Board of Graaff Reinet to continue to 
determine suits of 1,000 Guilders as usual, and the execution of 
the sentences or Judgments pronounced by all those Boards 
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respectively is to remain on the same footing as hitherto, and to 
be enforced accordingly. 

And Whereas it being His Majesty's pleasure that a Court of 
Civil Jurisdiction consisting of the Governor together with the 
Lieutenant Governor should be erected for the hearing and deter­
mining appeals from the Courts of law within this settlement, It 
is hereby declared that the said Court for hearing and determining 
appeals is now open, and that all persons are permitted and allowed 
to bring appeals and prosecute the same before it, provided never­
theless that in all such appeals the sum or value appealed for do 
exceed the sum of two hundred pounds sterling or 1,000 rixdollars, 
and that security be first given by the Appellant to answer such 
charges as shall be awarded in case the first sentence be affirmed; 
and if either party shall not rest satisfied with the Judgment on 
appeal, they may then further appeal to the King in council, 
provided the sum or value so appealed for to His Majesty do 
exceed five hundred pounds sterling or 2,500 rixdollars, and that 
such appeal be made within fourteen Days after the sentence and 
good security given by the Appellant that he will effectually 
prosecute the same and answer the condemnation, as also pay all 
costs and damages as shall be awarded. 

In all matters of appeal the Appellant and Respondent shall 
twenty-one Days at least before the hearing furnish the Court of 
appeals with briefs and statements of their case in the English 
language and certified by the Secretary of the Court appealed 
from that they are true briefs, and contain nothing different 
from what appeared in the proceedings before the said Court. 

Given under my Hand and Seal at the Castle of Good Hope the 
24th Day of July 1797. 

(Signed) MACARTNEY. 

[Original.] 

Letter frorn ADMIRAL PRINGLE to EVAN NEPEA:N", EsQRE. 

Tremendous IN SmoN's BAY, 

CAPE o:ir GooD HoI'E, the 25th July 1797. 

Srn,-You will please to acquaint the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty that the Agent to the Honourable East lndia 
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Company having requested the Protection of a Ship of War 
to convoy the Sir Edward Hitghcs, Company's Ship, and some 
other Extra Ships in Table Bay bound to India, through the 
Mozambique Channel, I have employed the Crescent on that 
service, with orders to her Captain to rejoin me here afterwards, 
and the Crescent sailed accordingly with those Ships the 23rd 
of May. 

On the 4th of June His Majesty's Ship Raisonable arrived in 
this Bay with the Lord Tlmrlow, Rose, and Hillsborough, East India 
Company's Ships, and on the 10th the Oiseau arrived in Table Bay 
from a cruise off the Rio de la Plata, having had a partial action 
with two Spanish Frigates off Cape Saint Maria. . . . 

I have further to acquaint you for Their Lordships' information 
that contrary winds having prevented the Oiseau from leaving 
Table Bay for this place before the 15th of June she parted a Cable 
and struck the Ground in a heavy Gale on the 13th, and having 
Reason to apprehend from her making a considerable quantity of 
water since that the Ship has received such damage in her bottom 
as could not be repaired here, I have judged it necessary to send 
her to Bombay to be docked, with orders to Captain Linzee (who 
had exchanged with Captain Brisbane) to rejoin me here as soon 
as possible. The Oiseau accordingly sailed from this Bay on the 
27th of last month, having under her convoy the three East India 
Company's Ships that came out with the Raisonable. I am, 
Sir, &c., 

(Signed) T. PRINGLE. 

L Original. J 
Lrttcr fr011t ADMIRAL PRINGLE to EVAN NEPEAN, ESQRE. 

Tremendous IN SnroN's BAY, 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, 25th July 1707. 

Rrn,-You will please to acquaint the Lords Commissioners of 
the A<lmimlty that in ohetlience to their orders to employ only one 
Ship of tho Line and a .Fifty a un Ship to convoy the homeward 
liou_nd trade from India, I detached Captain Douglas in His 
MaJosty's Ship Tromp on the 13th of May with onlers to proceed 

IL K 
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to St. Helemt, there to take the R1tl1y under his command with the 
homeward bound East India Company's Ships (that from Their 
Lord hips' information were to rendezvous there about the 20th of 
:May), and from thence make the hest of his way to England 
with the whole of the Trade desirous of taking tho henefit of his 
protection. 

On the 15th instant I received a letter from Captain Douglas to 
inform me that he arrived at St. Helena on the 2\lth of May, and 
found that Captain Waller had sailed on the 23rd with the five 
ships he took with him from Table Bay on the 15th of April, lmt 
that no part of the 1' leet expected to rendezvous at that Island 
about the 20th of May had arrived, therefore he thought it his duty 
to i-emain there for my further orders, and had also thought proper 
to detain the Saldanha as an additional force. 

On the 12th and 14th instant the East India Company's Ships 
mentioned in the enclosed list arrived in this Bay in a very sickly 
state, which requires their staying here some time to recruit, and 
from the representations made to me by the Company's Agent I 
judged it highly necessary to add one more Ship of Force for their 
protection, to proceed with them to St. Helena, and eventually to 
England in case Their Lordships have not sent out any Ships to 
meet the convoy at that Island. 

In consequence of the China and other Ships from India beinrr 
expected .at St. Helena in August or the beginning of September I 
have sent orders to Captain Douglas, and in compliance with the 
request of the Company's Agent I have despatched the Latona 
Transport with this Letter, to apprize Their Lordships of tho 
intended time of departure of the convoy from St. Helena, and 
the probable route they will take, that Their Lordships may take 
such steps for the greater safety of so much valuable property as 
they shall judge proper. I .am, Sir, &c. 

(Signed) T. PmNGLE. 

! 

I 

' 

I 
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[Enclosure.] 

A List of Ships and Vessels 1.mivecl m Simon's Bay to the 
27th Jnly 1797. 

l'rince.1s Charlotte 
Goorl lfupc 
Nalabar 
Be,·wick 
Ocean 
Ale:rnnder 
Berringto1i 
The/is 
1'1 tl uill c Castle 
Airliy Castle 
Brirlgeu•ater 
llorkingham 
Dul>lin 
l'rinre Frederick 
Fod Willi111n 
Latona Transport 

When arrlvO<I. 

fiailc<l 

Gth July 
7th July 

,, 

" 

12th July 

[Copy.] 

WbeneallO<I. 

13th July for St. Ilelcna 

& Remain 

,, 

" 
" 
" 

List of His Majesty's Ships at the Cape of Good Hope in 
,July 1797. 

l. Tr mcndous, 74. 
2. Sceptre, G4. 
3. Dort, G4. 
4. Raisonablc, G4. 
5. Stately, G4. 
G. J11pitcr, 50. 
7. Tru.~ty, 50. 
8. Saldnnha, 44. Saile<l to St. IIclc11n., antl not returned. 
9. Brave, 3G. On n. cruizc. 

10. Oisrrw, :rn. , aile<l as n. couvoy with the Lord Tlmrlow, 
lli11sl1nrn11yh, :m<l Ro ·e, hound to Madras, ahont a fort­
night ago. 

K 2 
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11. Crescent, 36. Sailed the 23rd May to convoy the Sir 
Edwcird IIughcs, lndiaman bound to Bombay, through 
the Mozambique Channel. 

12. L' I1npc1·iensc, 38. On a cruize. 
13. Vindictive, 28. 
14. Sphynx, 20. 
15. Star, 18. 
16. Rattlesnake, 18. 
17. H<Ype, 18. 
18. Euphrosyne, 14. 
19. Chichester, Storeship. 

[Copy.] 

Letter fr01n the BURGHER SENATE to the EARL OF MACARTNEY. 

MY LoRn,-The want of small money which prevails since a 
considerable time among the Inhabitants, and which occasions 
them every day great inconvenience, and also the bad state of such 
of the said small pieces as still exist, yet the greatest part of which 
is no longer fit for currimcy, has obliged us to apply on the 11th 
of December and 30th of January last to His Excellency Sir 
James Craig, then Commander in Chief of this Colony, humbly 
requesting that it might please His said Excellency to order a 
sufficient amount of pieces of 11 , t, ½, and 1 Rixdollar, to be 
stamped & exchanged against such pieces of the saiJ denomination 
as are worn out and defaced so as no longer to be fit for currency, 
and also to direct a sum of Three Hundred Rixdollars of the said 
small money to be issued out of the Governments Treasury acrainst 
larger pieces to the same amount to lhe Messenger of our , enate, 
in order thereby to free him from the obstacles he at present meets 
at the collecting of the Lion, Tiger, and Chimney Tax, for want of 
small Money, as he is unable, whenever lhe payment of the said 
Tax is offered in larger pieces, to return the change,-yet our said 
repeated Request has never been attentled to by His said 
Excellency. 

A certain sum of small pieces has, it is true, of late been 
stamped, whereby the prevailing want has in some degree lJecn 
lessened accordingly ; yet we tmst that your Excellency not only 
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will think it with us but just that all the worn out and defaced 
Money be exchanged against pieces fit for currency, and that the 
total reduction, by any longer use, of the former to mere undis­
tinguishable bits of paper be thereby prevented, bu~ a~o will be 
sensible with us of the vast insufficiency of the quantity of small 
money lately stamped for the accommodation of the whole Colony, 
In which confidence we, therefore, take the liberty to apply to 
your Excellency, very humbly requesting that it may please your 
Excellency to adopt in that respect such measures as your 
Excellency will think just and expedient for the public Interest. 

We have, &c., 

(Signed) H.J. DE WET, 

A. FLECK, 

H. A. TRUTER, 

A. BERRANGE, 

P. L. CLOETE, 

J. G. VAN REENEN. 

In the Assembly of the Burgher Senate at the Cape of Goo<;!. 
Hope, 25th of July 1797. 

(Original.] 

Letter from the EARL OF MACARTNEY to the RIGHT HONOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CASTLE OF Goon HOPE, July 26th 1707. 

Sm,-My predecessor Six James Craig having long since laid 
before you his sentiments relative to the Courts of Justice here, 
and at the same time enclosed to you a memorial, which the 
Gentlemen who sat in it had presented to him, It is the less 
necessary for me to extend myself upon the subject. A few words 
will be sufficient to explain the former state of that Tribunal, and 
the late regulations adopted for its improvement. 

Its constitution is copied from that which was established in the 
mother Country, and equally comprehends the civil and the 
criminal branches. It had anciently been composed of fourteen 
,J u<lgcs; at the conquest it consisted of thirteen, was reduced to ten 
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by my Predecessor, and at present does not exceed nine, as I 
declined filling up the vacancy which happened since my arrival 
here. Properly, indeed, there are now but seven complete 
members, for two of the above mentioned nine, having their 
brothers already on the bench, are precluded from sitting in 
Judgment with them, and are only employed on commissions, 
inquests, and inspections, the result or report of which is laid 
before the effective Court to be decided upon. In the ancienL 
government, the Judges had no special salaries, but most of 
them either actually enjoyed other employments attended with 
profit, or were considered as entitled to succeed to them on 
vacancies, in recompence for their services as Ministers of Justice. 
The situatfon, tho honourable and conferring a distinction of rank, 
was not however then, and is still less so now, regarded on that 
account alone as an object of much ambition, for the trouble and 
attendance of the Judges are considerable, and their expencc is 
pretended to be increased by the dignity. The lucrative offices 
under the Dutch Company having now ceased, and the expectation 
and prospect of them vanished, It seemed to me but reasonable, 
as well as being conf01mable to our ideas and practice at home, 
that a judicial duty of this kind should be compensated by an 
allowance from Government. Altho it is somewhat difficult to 
satisfy the claims of vanity or avarice, or to remunerate services 
according to the merit at which they are estimated by those who 
perform them, I should hope that the ammgemcnt which I made 
in this business will for the present bo approved. 

The Court now stands as follows : 
Ordinary. 

The President Mr. Olof Je Wet. 
The :Fiscal Mr. William Stephen van HynevclJ 
Mr. llenry Anurcw Trutor 
Mr. Abraham Fleck. 
:Mr. Cornelius Cruywagon. 
Mr. Clement Matthicsscn (Pro~iilent of the Bank) 
Mr. J ohn Peter Baumgarut (Receiver of the LanJ 

Revenue) . 

Extraordinary. 

Mr. llenry Justin Jo W ct 
Mr. Peter John Trutcr 

llils. = £ , 

2000 = 100 
= 

1000 ::::1 200 
1000 = 200 
1000 = :wo 

500 = 100 

500 = 100 

500 = 100 
liOO = 100 

7000 = 1 00 
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It is to bo observed here that in the above table no compensation 
is annexed to the :Fiscal's name, because he has an allowance of 
1000 Hixdollars per annum paid by the civil paymaster for other 
extra ser\'ices, and that M:r. Matthiessen and Mr. Baumgardt, 
Mr. Henry Justin de Wet and Mr. Peter John Truter are to 
receive only 500 rixdollars per annum each, the reason of which 
distinction is that the two first enjoy other employments of a 
value that more than makes up to them the difference of salary, 
and the latter, on account of their near affinity to some of the 
other members, do not sit in judgment with them, as before 
mentioned, and are only employed on extra service such as Com­
missions, inquests, and inspections. The whole expence scarcely 
exceeds that of a Mayor's Court in many a country Corporation, 
but in truth what I have now done is to be considered as only a 
temporary regulation, which the occasion appeared to call for, and 
as a preparatory step to a better ; for when you are of opinion that 
time and circumstances allow it, a different system may be adopted 
better calculated for the administration of Justice and the benefit 
of the Settlement. I doubt much whether it would be advisable 
to form one upon the English model, as was done in Grenada after 
the peace of 1763, because the Colony from the state of its 
language, manners, and other causes, could scarcely be adapted to 
the reception of such an alteration in less than a century. Would 
it not therefore be better to preserve (as was done in Scotland at 
the Union) the law itself and the constitution of the Courts here, 
without any other change than in the number of the Judges and 
perhaps a few inferior matters, which the lapse of time may have 
rendered expedient. Instead then of nine or seven judges, the 
Court might consist of three or four, to be selected from among able 
Jurisconsults, or professors of the Universities of Leyden, Utrecht, 
or Groniugen. Many honest and capable men could, I dare say, 
Le easily found thero, who for 5,000 rix<lollars oqual to £1,000 
Sterling per annum to tho Chief and 4,000 rix<l.ollars equal to 
£800 ~terliug per aunum to each of the others, would acc\lpt the 
appointmont with pleasuro and gratitude. This measure is the 
more strnugly reconrn1cndml, hceausc J1011c of the vrescnt members 
of the Court arn pru[essioual men, Lut choi,cn out of the priucipal 
ln1rgh •rs in tlw Town; arnl in a small s<wiely, Justice is more 
likely to he impartially distrilmtcd by i,trangcrn than by those 
who musL necCtitiarily Le cunue<.:tcu willt many uf Urn Suitors. I 
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do not mean to say that I have reason to call in question the 
integrity of our Courts here, but the best men may be in some 
measure biassed, or, if I may use so strong a term, corrupted, thro 
the very medium of their virtues. The Fiscal, who is properly the 
Attorney General or Public Accuser, sits only in civil cases, and 
is an able man, and possessed of a considerable degree of legal 
knowledge and skill both in theory and practice. Perhaps it 
might not be improper to allow him a seat in the new Court, on 
the same terms which he holds it at present. 

The extension of the Commissary Courts of this district and of 
the Drostdy Courts of Stellenbosch, Drakenstein, and Swellendarn, 
the first to take cognizance of causes where the value does not 
exceed two hundred rix dollars and of the latter where the value 
does not exceed one hundred and fifty rixdollars, was a measure 
adopted for the ease and convenience of the People, who considered 
it as a hardship to be obliged to apply in the first instance to the 
highest Court of Justice in cases of trifling litigation, where the 
amount in contest would be devoured by the costs. It was besides 
considered that as the value of money is diminished at least one 
half since the original in~titution of the Commissary Courts, 
Justice required the relief at least to keep pace with the 
grievance. 

The enclosed proclamations exhibit the actual state of the law 
Courts here and the mode of Justice, and appeal as now regulated. 
The business has cost me a good deal of trouble, but is, as I have 
had the honor of already submitting to you, rather an expedient 
than a measure. 

I must not omit to mention that very soon after my arrival 
here, I communicated to the Court of Justice his Majesty's 
5th instruction, in consequence of whi<;:h the use of the torture 
has been prohibited, and the punishment by breaking on the 
wheel, or other barbarous mode of execution entirely abolished. 
For capital crimes, the cord, as in England, is made the instrument 
of death. I have, &c. 

(Signed) MACARTNEY. 

P.S. The basis of all proceedings here is the Roman or civil 
law, tempered or corrected by local circurustanccs and unforcsceu 
occurrences. 

- ------- - -
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rcopy.] 

Letter fror,1, the BURGHER SENATE to the EARL OF MACARTNEY. 

My LORD,-The public Conduits being committed to our care 
obliges us to represent to Your Excellency that Wooden Pipes 
have till now been used for that purpose, which requiring a 
cont,inual repair constitute one of the greatest expences of the 
Colony's Treasury, while the bad state of the said Pipes, and 
the impossibility of supplying new ones at present, also require 
a timely care in order to obviate such inconveniences as would 
result from the entire decay of the said Conduits, as the capital 
repair now wanted cannot be effected without materials for a new 
Conduit being at hand. 

We have therefore thought it advisable to apply to Your 
Excellency, most respectfully requesting that it may please your 
Excellency not only to approve of our resolutions of having a new 
Conduit made, but also to write to England for such leaden Pipes 
as are requisite for that purpose, on the account of the Colony's 
Treasury, namely a Set of 2,750 Feet long and 5½ inch hollow, 
and also another Set of 2,940 Feet long and 3½ to 4 Inches hollow, 
Rhineland measure. 

We wish Your Excellency every happiness and a prosperous 
administration, and have &c. 

(Signed) H. J. DE WET, 
A. FLECK, 
H. A. T1rnTER, 
A. BERRANGE, 
P. L. CLOETE, 
J. G. VAN REENEN. 

In the Assembly of the Durghcr Senate at the Cape of Good 
Hope, July 31st 1797. 
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[Copy.] 

Letter front the IlUllGIIER SENATE to the EAHL OF MACAHT.::rnv. 

MY Loim,-When the undersigned Burgher Senators took the 
liberty of requesting Sir J amos Henry Craig that it might plea e 
His Excellency to write to England for some necessaries of the 
Colony's Windmills, on the account of the Colony's Treasury, it 
pleased His Excellency to require of us a list of such other articles 
as are indispensably necessary here. In pursuance to which kind 
requisition we have had the honor to deliver to His Excellency a 
list and Samples of such commodities as are for the most part 
requisite to Husbandry, which li t and Samples His Excellency 
has been pleased to forward to England. 

Since that period we have been happy to learn from a letter 
written to us by command of Your Excellency, and dated 19th 
June last, that the Articles petitioned for the said Wind Mills 
may be expected with the first fleet, which is shortly to arrive 
here, and trusting that the other commodities for Husbandry will 
also be on board of one of these ships, we have deliberated on the 
subject and considered that altho many and various European 
goods have been brought here since the surrender, very few or 
none of those petitioned by us in the list above mentioned have 
however been found among the same, in so much that tho want 
thereof is considerably increased, & from thence it will infallibly 
arise that should those Goods come on their anival into the hmuls 
of Merchants, these availing themselves of the scarcity thereof 
will not fail of selling them at a Yery high rate, which incon­
venience we coulJ wish to obviate, in order to relieve in some 
degree the Countryman in his great oxpences a1ul thereby to 
enable him to sell his Corn, Caltlo, &c., at a lesser rate, arnl still 
to have his labour proporly repai<L 

\Vhich observation we hog leave to ropro~ent to tho pat •mal 
care of Your Excellency, mosi respectfully rn<pie ling that ii may 
plea~e Your Excelleney to dir •cL the Uoo<ls by 11s politionell on 
their ani\al hero to l>e <luli,·erml ton~, upon our pa)ing tho costs 
lher •of and the Premium of tho Bills of E. ehaugo, in onlor thaL 
tho same may be mauagecl arnl sol<l by us, l,y retail, lo tliosu "ho 
stand most in need of them, aL a rea 'onahlo ratt•, lo tho benefit of 
Urn Colony's Troa~ury ,d1ich i: almu;;l ex.hauslcu by the gteal 
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ex):.>Cnces that have occuned since the sunender for repamng 
decayed Bridges and spoiled Roads, for proceeding on several 
Commissions by command of Government, especially for the 
purpose of making enquiries into the state of the la.st Harvest, 
and also for laying a new Conduit, for which latter undertaking 
very considerable expences are requisite. We wish, &c., 

(Signed) H.J. DE WET, 

A. FLECK, 
H. A. TRUTER, 
A. BEHRANGE, 
P. L. CLOETE, 
J. G. VAN IlEENEN. 

• In the Assembly of the Burgher Senate at the Cape of Good 
·Hope, July 31st 1707. 

[Copy.] 

Letter from the EARL OF MACARTNEY to the DullGIIEll SEN'ATE. 

CASTLE OF GooD HOPE, 7th August 1797. 

GENTLElIEN,-1 have before me your letter of the 31st ultimo, 
representing the bad state of the public waterpipes and the im­
possiliility of procuring new ones here, in consequence of which 
you request of me to approve of your adopting measures for their 
repair, and to write to England for leaden pipes on account of the 
.Colony's Treasury. 

I cannot but approve of your taking tin1ely precaution for the 
repair or the new laying of the public waterpipes committed to 
your care, liut I should conceive that you would more effectually . 
secure the timely supply of any articles that you may stand in 
need of by contracting \I ith some of the Merchants of this place 
who conespond with Europe, as His Majesty's Government is not 
a commercial one, and thoreforn not in the habit of sending supplies 
of any articles to Le repaid, lmt lea, ing to tho good care and 
management of the various departments entrusted with public 
money tho most ccconomical administration of such fonds, and 
tl~e purchase of such artides as may to them appear nece ·Rary. 
11, however, you find :wy <lifliculties in mloptiug thfa plan in 
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the present instance, I wm with pleasure write for the articles 
which you have represented as necessary. 

This subject leads me to desire that you will lay before me the 
present state of your funds, together with returns of the yearly 
amount of your collections, and the expenditure for the last twelve 
months. I am &c. 

(Signed) MACAltTNEY. 

[Original.] 

Letter front the EARL OF MACARTNEY to the RIGHT HONOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CABTLlli 01! Goon HOPE, Augu~t the 7th 1797. 

Sm,-In my dispatch of the 10th ultimo I had the honor of 
informing you that soon after the surrender of this Colony, Mr. 
Sluysken, the former Governor or Commissary General, delivered 
to Sir George Elphinstone and Generals Clarke and Craicr a 
detailed account of the debts and credits of the Dutch East India 
Company at this plac~, by which it appeared that what the 
Company owed was a mere trifle, but that the debts due to 
them amounted to a pretty considerable sum, and I mentioned 
that these debts were for the greatest part good and recoverable, 
tho in certain cases it might be prudent and humane to allow of 
some indulgence and delay, and I added that having understood 
from Mr. Ross, the Agent of the Captors of this Settlement, that 
he laid claim to a large share of these debts on behalf of his 
Employers, I had directed him to make out a statement of them. 
He has since done so, and it is now transmitted to you, but in 
order that you may have tho whole matter at once fully before 
you, I also send you a copy of Mr. Sluysken's paper. The r>acket 
therefore contains 

No. 1. A list of the Dutch East India Company's Debtors and 
Creditors on the 16th of September 17!)5, being the day of the 
surrender of the Cape of Good Hope to His Majesty's Arms, 
taken from the original in the Secretary's Office. 

No. 2. A paper received from Mr. Ross, Agent of the Captors, 
entitled by him "An Extract of the memorial of del>tors separating 
such parts as appear to he the revenues due to CTovermnenL." 

:N" o. 3. A paper also received from 1.lr. Hoss, ~\ " CUL of the 
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Captors, entitled by him "an extract from the memorial of the 
debts delivered in by GoYernor fUuy"ken at the time of the 
sunender of this Colony, from which have been separated such 
parts as appear commercial debts and which the Captors humbly 
presume His Majesty will be pleased Lo bestow on them as Prize 
property. 

Upon these papers I am to observe that leaving out of the 
accompt the sum of rixdollars 659,755 - 2-0, being the paper 
money lent by Government to Individuals on mortgage thro the 
Lombard J1ank (which pays a clear interest of 4 per cent to 
Government, and makes part of its revenue~ and must continue 
to circulate at least for some time), the amount to be claimed 
would be 191,530 rixdollars, but when we deduct the sum of 
rixdollars 2,890- 6- 2, being the debts acknowledged by the 
Dutch East India Company to be due by them, also the sum of 
rixdollars 10,014-1- 0, being the value of the unused stamps 
returned back from the Public Offices which had been debited 
for them, the sum of rixdollars 1,322 - 4- 3, dubious debts, and 
the sum of rixdollars 137,302 -1- 4, being the amount of the 
Captors' pretension to a portion of those debts as prize property, 
there will then remain a balance of only rixdollars 40,000-2-3 
or £8,000 -1- 3 sterling to be received by Government. 

The following statement will perhaps give a clearer idea of the 
matter: 

Total amount of the general list of the Debtors, as 
per acoompt delivercJ. and signed by Mr. 
Sluysken, the former Dutch Governor 

Deduct 
'l'ho Creditors acknowlcJ.ged by 

him ..... . 2,B!JO G 2 
Debts annulled by returning the 

stamp paper . . . . . 10,014 1 0 
Paper money under the adminis-

tration of thu Lorn bard Bank, 
to remain in circulation 

Dubious debts 
G:i!J,755 2 O 

1,322 4 3 

Remains balance to be now called for 

Deduct 
Clnims of tho Captors 

Rds. Sc. St. 
851,285 2 0 

673,982 5 5 

177,302 4 1 

137,302 1 4 

10,000 2 :I 
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= £8,000-1- 3, sole halancc in the immediate dispo. al of Govern­
ment, if the right of the Crown should he relirn1uishe<l to the 

1aptors' Claims. 
How far the Claims of the Captors may be admitted or sustained 

is not for me to decide, hut if it should be the King's pleasure to 
giYe up so large a sum of money to these Gentlemen, I presume 
it should be stated and accorded solely as a matter of Iloyal 
Grace and Favor, and in no shape be understood as a departure 
from the Crown, otherwise the Captors might pari rationc come 
upon Government for all the arrears of land and quit rent due 
liefore the surrender'\\'hich his Majesty had by his 8th instruction 
ordered to be remitted and which have been remitted accordingly 
lJy my proclamation of the 4th of July last. Of the sums stated 
in No. 3, Mr. Ross as .Agent of the Captors had, before my arrival 
here, received the sum of Ri..x<lollars 72,307 - 6 - 0 from the 
Commissioners of the Court of Justice in part of their debt of 
94,500 ri..xdollars, also the sum of 5,100 rixdollars, in part of the 
vendue money for merchandize sold, marked 7,608 1ixdollars in 
No. 3, which proceedinrr appearing to me premature, as Hi 
Majesty had not yet decided on the question, I have directed 
the residue of the sum claimed by them to be paid when recovered 
into the Treasury here. It is indeed in my humble opinion better 
at all events both for the Crown and the Captors that the whole 
should be paid to the Crown and be received hy its authority, as 
the Crown may in the mean time have the immediate use and 
benefit of the mon y, which money, if hereafter ceded to the 
Captors, can be then refunded to them without their having the 
trouble of suing for it themselves. You will therefore he pleased 
to giYe me your directions whether I am to con. itler tho wholo 
deht due to the Dutch Enst India Company .as <leliv red in hy 
Mr. Sluysken to be now due solely to His Majesty, and con­
sequently to redemaml from Mr. Ross, · the Captors' .Agent, the 
seYeral sums above-mentioned which have been paicl into his 
hands, or whether I am to admit tho Claims of the Captorn, and 
only continue to recoYer the <lebts separated from them, which as 
I have already stated do not exceed nixdollars 40,000 - 2 - 3, or 
£8,000 -1- 3 sterling at par. 

neforc I conclude this letter I hog leave to mention that I look 
upon Mr. Sluysken's paper (a copy of which was . l'lli to yon I 
understand soon after the capture of the Cape of C:ol)(l Hop•) to 
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be the grountl upon which we build our money accompts at this 
place, and that we have nothing at all to do with any claims that 
may be made upon the Duteh Company lb.at are not included in 
]\fr. Sluysken's paper. Should therefore any demands or preten­
~ious be brought forward by any persons for foreign Troops, Swiss, 
Germans, French, &c. sening here before the Conquest, such 
Per.sous aru to follow their Deutors (,il.. the Dutch Company), 
a11<l sue them where they arc to be fournl, which is certainly not 
at this place. I say so much merely to put you on your guard 
in case of such appliration to you. None has hecn made to me, 
hut I am not without suspicion that it might, be made, if it were 
not well known how I should receive it. I have, &c. 

(Signed) MACARTNEY. 

(The enclosures have not been copied, as they are of very trifling 
importance now). 

[Original.] 

Letter from the EARL OF MACARTNEY to the RIGHT Ilo:NOURABLE 

IIE. RY DUNDAS. 

ASTLE 01!' GOOD HOPE, .tfoguBt 8th 1797. 

Sm, -Mr. Brandt, the former Dutch Resident at Simon's Bay 
and now Collector of the Corn and Wine duties under the present 
Uovernment, has applied to me on the subject of his claims as 
stated in his letter to you of the 12th of Febmary 179G. As you 
did not give me any orders thereupon, it is possible that his letter 
either did not reach your hands, or was mislaid ; I therefore now 
enclose a copy of it for your consideration, taking the liberty at tho 
same lime of expressing my opinion, that his pretensions are well 
founded. Nevertheless as the revenues of this Colony are at 
present so deficient, it woulcl ho inconvenient to pay immediately 
to Mr. Brandt the sum total of his demand, which is ahovo 5,000 
l'ix<lollars or something more than £1,000 Sterling. I should 
!her •fore recommend that I mi<>ht he authorized to nirtkc him an 
annual allowance of 500 rixclollar;;, or £100 per annum, as an 
:ulclitional R:tlary to his Oflice, or some i-imilar com1 en ation of that 
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value, with which, I believe, he would be satisfied. I am the more 
induced to favour Mr. Brandt's claims, because, exclusive of their 
own weight, he is a very worthy man, advanced in years, firmly 
attached to His Majesty's Government, straitened in his Circum­
stances, and burthened with a numerous family. I have &c., 

(Signed) MACARTNEY. 

[Enclosure in above.] 

Letter from Mn. C. BRAND to the RIGHT HONOURABLE 
llENRY DUNDAS. 

CAPE OF Goon IloPE, the 12th FebruariJ 1796. 

llIGIIT lloNOURABLE Srn,-It is with the strongest impression of 
respect and submission that the undersigned Christopher Brand 
presumes to take the Liberty of representing to your Excellency 

That since 177 4 having been employed by the dutch East india 
Company as her Resident in Simonstown, he, following the example 
of his Predecessors and having the consent of Government so to do, 
has carried on a trade in sundry articles, and more especially in 
Anchors, Cables and all such other Stores as were requisite for the 
supply of foreign Ships touching at the Simons Bay. 

That the Residents of Simons Town, like the Harbour Master of 
Cape town have always laid up the Goods in which they carried on 
trade, in the public Storehouses in which in the month of June 
17!)5 there were accordingly several Anchors, Cables and other 
naval Stores the private property of the undersigned. 

That the undersigned when in the said Month of June in the 
said Bay is arrived a fleet of His Majesty, commanded by Admiral 
Elphinstone, has made no attempts to remove his Goods! from the 
said Bay, partly because of his taking the said Fleet at its arrival 
to be a Fleet of :Friends, and partly because of his being persuaded 
that tho' the said Fleet might afterwards make some attempts 
against this Settlement, every private property would be respected 
and protected, the undersigned being more especially persuaded of 
this, as he, having since 1764 supplied His Majesty's :Fleets, has 
always received proofs of approbation and good will on the part of 
the commanding Officers. 
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'l'hat this tull assurance has heen the reason why the undersigned 
when first he himself, and afterwards his deputy (being his own 
Son) has receirnd Orders from the Governor to quit the Simons 
Town, has immediat ,1y obeyed the i::aid command, without removing 
any of his priYate property either from his house or from the public 
Stores. 

That when the chief Officers of His l\fajesty have taken posses­
sion of Simons Town, and of the Stores laid up in the public 
Magazines, among the latter were also cumprized and of course 
used some Ctihles, Anchors, &c., the p1ivate property of the under­
signed without hfa being then, every communication being stopped, 
ahle to make any representation or claims in his behalf. 

That afterwards when the whole Colony and of course the 
Castle an<l Town of the Cape was surrendered to the Arms of His 
1\fajcsty, the undersigned along with every other Inhabitant was 
rejoiced that in the Gth Article of the Capitulation it was stipulated 
that all pri va.te property should he respected a.n<l protected, as 
fiatterinrr himself that of course also the goods belonging to no 
other person but himself, and only laid up in the public Storehouses 
in Simons Town, woul<l be acknowledged to be private property and 
restored to him accordingly. 

That the under, igned ha.Ying therefore wiih every spee<l repaired 
to Rimons Town in order to claim his private property left behind 
there, has actually recovered ever ·thing except the Anchors, Cables 
and other ntwal Rtor 'S which he had laid up in the public Store­
houses, and was then informed that the same had been considered 
to lJe Goods belonging to the Dutch Ea. t india Company and made 
u~e of as such. 

Th:tt the undernigned fully convinced of the equitable Sentiments 
of lIIS Majesty's chief Officers, ha therefore taken the liberty to 
apply and to deliver to Sir George Elphinstone a list of all the 
n_aval 8tores, his private property, that were left and taken posses­
si?n of in Simons Town with most humlJle request that the same 
nnrrht, Le restored or pai<l to him. 

_That the Admiral Elphinston ', acknowledging the validity of the 
said Claim, has heen ple:umd to declare to the undersigned that 
~nch stores as were his private property anu., by default of proper 
inforination, had been comp1ized among the Dutch East India 
Company's Stores, should be valued by His Majesty's store keeper 
an<l a list thereof aflerwar<ls delivered to His Excellency. 

II. 
L 
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That the undersigned in pursuance to the said direction having 
delivered a proper Statement to His Majesty's Store keeper, the 
Stores here alluded to, upon a very moderate Valuation have been 
found to amount to a Sum of £1013 -1- 11 Sterling. 

That upon the said valuation having done, the undersigned has 
presented the said list to the said Admiral, who was pleased to 
return the same to him together with a Note directed to General 
Craig, Commandant of this Colony, purporting that the said list 
should be transmitted to His Majesty's Minister of State in order 
that the amount of the said Stores might be paid. In pursuance 
to which Note the undersigned has not failed of delivering the said 
list to the General. 

That the undersigned is fully persuaded that the said General 
Craig will have forwarded the said list to your Excellency with 
request that the undersigned's just and valid Claims miaht be 
attended to, as the chief Officer of Ilis Majesty cannot but know 
that the following Arguments are pleading in his favour, viz. : 

1st. The Assurances given by their Excellencies in their Procla­
mations and invitations to all the Inhabitants of this Colony that 
should the Colony put herself under the Protection of His Majesty 
all private property would be respected and protected. 

2nd. That when this Colony has surrendered herself to the Arms 
of His Majesty, the said promise from the said chief Commanders 
has been changed into actual forms of Capitulation. 

3rd. That the said His Majesty's Chief Officers have manifested 
the sincere intention and desire of performing the said promise, by 
leaving or at least paying to the Harbour Master Jan Arnoud 
Voltelen a large quantity of Anchors, Cables and other naval 
Stores, which being his private property he (like the undersigned 
in Simons Town) had laid up in the public torehouses in the Cape 
Town, where they still actually were at the surrender of the Colony, 
upon his first representation that those Goods did not belong to the 
Dutch East India Company but were his private property. 

4th. That the undersigned, by being obliged by command of the 
Governor to leave his residence in a private manner, and by being 
afterwards not permitted to have any communication with the 
same, has thereby been unahle when His Majesty's chief Com­
manders took possession of Simon's Town to claim his private 
property laid up in the puhlic Storehouses in the same manner as 
the sairl Harhour Master Voltelen has been ahle to do in Cape 
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'I'own; where the said chief Commanders and he himself were 
present at the surrender of that Town. 

5th. That by ·comparing the General Inventory of the Goods 
found in the public Storehouses in Simons Town with that of such 
~oods as were laid up there on the account of the said Company, 
lt will evidently appear that the Goods stated by the undersigned 
to the Admiral did by no means belong to the said Company but 
were his private property. 

That altho' the undersigned on these Grounds presumes to be 
confident that His Majesty the present Sovereign of this Colony 
together with your Excellency will be pleased graciously to attend 
~ this Claim, he has nevertheless thought it a duty incumbent on 
him to take the liberty of applying to your Excellency by this 
Memorial, and most humbly to request that it may please your 
Excellency to cause prompt Justice to be done to the undersigned, 
whose whole fortune consists in the property in question, the only 
property he has been able to save in a service under the former 
Government of Twenty Years as Resident in Simons Town, and 
Which pl'Oves his disinterested and faithful discharge of his duty, in 
Which he having now the honour of being in the service of His 
Majesty shall never fail of continuing, and as the loss of the said 
Sum of £1013 - 1-11, to which his said property is valued, would 
r~nder it impossible for him to maintain his numerous Family of 
eight Children, and finally as he "'being advanced to an Age of more 
than sixty Years is very anxious to have prior to his departing 
this life, his Children experience a proof of that Justice which 
constitutes the Characteristic of their present Sovereign and his 
Ministers, and which in these sad times inspires every well disposed 
Individual in the Universe and particularly in this Colony with 
the highest confidence and respect. 

1'he undersigned recommending your Excellency into the pro­
tection of the Almighty has the Honour &c. &c. 

(Signed) C. BRAND. 

I :,! 
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[Original.] 

Letter from the EARL OF MACARTNEY to the RIGIIT HONOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CASTLE OP Gooo II0P11:, AU!Jml Hth 1797. 

Sm,-Inclosed I have the honor to transmit to you the monthly 
return of His Majesty's Troops stationed here, elated the 1st instant, 
also the latest weekly state of the same made up io this day. 

Major General Dundas joining me in opinion that such Invalids 
as remained hero absolutely incapable of duty, and without hope of 
being rendered serviceable, should be sent home, and the Garrison 
be relieYed from the burthen of them, I have with the assistance of 
Mr. Pringle, the East India Company's Agent here, embarked 
them on board such of the homeward bound hips as could most 
conveniently ta.ke them, as per list inclosed. I was desirous of 
having them proceed in the Men of War that are to convoy the 
]'leet, but I fotmd from the Admiral that they could not be 
accommodated on board them. 

A few days since arrived in Simon's Bay a Dutch Prize taken 
hy the Ilopr- Whaler, of London, in Delagoa Bay, and I have the 
honor of now transmitting to you all the information relative to 
her which I have received from lite l'rize Master. 

The l\irpose of the expedition, whatever it was, has been dis­
concerted by the Capture, and I trust that tho appearance of the 
~loop of ·war whi<'h the A(lmiral has 1,ent along the 'oast to Algoa 
Bay, a.<i mentionetl to you in my letter of the 10th of ,July, \\-ill 
('Ontrilmte much to prevent disturbance in that Quarter. The 
distance from hence to G:raafl' Ueynett is too great to have allowed 
me to hear as yet from l\fossrn. Bre~ler and Banow, whom I 
informed you 1 ba(l (lispniehetl thither, nor indeed do I expect to 
receive any ,ery material iutelligenre from them till they have 
heen 1-ome time upon the spot. As far as I can form a Judgment 
from what I already know, I do not at present apprehend much 
mischief from such adventur('s a the late one, which seems to 
have heen ignorantly aml injudiciously plannecl. IndeP<l tho 
disappointment occasioned by its failure to its well wishers on 
shore would, I shoulu hope, contribute to Messrs. Bresler and 
Banow's good reception in the district, by shewing the Inhabitants 
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how much we are on our guard, and how little dependence can be 
placed on foreign assistance. 

We begin to grow impatient for news from Europe, having 
received no intelligence later than that brought us by a Danish 
Vessel, which sailed from Portsmouth on the 18th of last April 

I have &c, 

(Signed) 

(Enclosure A.) 

Return of Troops. Missing. 

(Enclosure B.) 

MACARTNEY. 

Return of Invalids. Shows 90 individuals embarked. 

(Enclosure C.) 

Declaration of Alexander Dixon, mate of the brig Hope, an English 
Whaler, who arrived at False Bay on the 11th of August 1797 
in charge of tlw Hare Brig, a Prize from the Dutch to tho said 
Hope Brig. 

Alexander Dixon, Mate of tho Ship Hope, a Whaler from 
London, belonging to Mr. Witton, of Prescot Street, Goodman's 
:Fields, of 250 Tons, having 2 Guns and 24 Men, left England in 
October last, called at the Cape with the news of the Spanish War 
11nd procoeded to the East Coast of Africa about Natal &c. for the 
purpose of fishing, declares that on the 20th of April last a Brig of 
160 tons burthen arrived at De la Goa Bay, where there was a 
Portuguese settlement in Latitude 25° 50' S. and longitude 33 
East from Greenwich, that under covert of American colours he 
discovered her to be Dutch, carrying 6 tln·ee-pounders and 45 men 
(20 white, the remainder Malay) and maintained a friendly inter­
course with her for three weeks, in which time he learnt that she 
had. been fitted out from Batavia t,he 15th of February and loaded 
With 600 barrels of powder of GO lbs. each, 8 pieces of Ordnance 
D and 12 pounders complete for field service, 50 bales of Cotton 
Cloths, and provisions, rice, beef, pork, Sugar and Coffee, all 
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[Original.] 

Letter from the EARL OF MACARTNEY to the RIGIIT HONOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CASTLE 011 GOOD !Ion, Augu8t Hth 1797. 

Sm,-Inclosed I have the honor Lo transmit to you the monthly 
return of His Majesty's Troops stationed here, dated the 1st instant, 
also the latest weekly staLe of the same made up to this day. 

Major General Dundas joining me in opinion that such Invalids 
as remained hero absolutely incapable of duty, and without hope of 
being rendered serviceable, should be senL home, and the Garrison 
be relieved from the burthen of them, I have with the assistance of 
Mr. Pringle, the East India Company's Agent here, embarked 
them on board such of the homeward bound Ships as could most 
conveniently take them, as per list inclosed. I was desirous of 
ha Ying them proceed in the Men of War that are to convoy the 
Fleet, but I found from the Admiral that they could not be 
accommodated on board them. 

A few days since arriYed in Simon's Bay a Dutch Prize taken 
by th• Jlopr: Whaler, of Lon<lon, in D lngoa Bay, and I have the 
honor of now transmitting to you all tho information relative to 
her which I have received from the Prize :Master. 

The I\trpose of tho expc<lition. whatever it was, has been dis­
con ·erlecl by the Capture, ancl I trust thaL tho appeamncc of the 
~noop of War whic:h the Admiral has sent along the Coast to Algoa 
llay, as meutione(l to yon in my letter of the 10th of July, rill 
l'Onlribute much to vrevent disturbance in that Quart •r. The 
distance from hence to Graall' Reynett is too great to have allowed 
me to hear as yet from fossrn. Bresler and Barrow, horn I 
informe1l you l ball 1lispatched thither, nor inclced do I expect to 
receive any wry material intelligen<'e from them till lhey have 
heen Rome time upon lbe spot. As far as I can form a Judgment 
from what I alrmuly know, I do not at preRent apprehend much 
miRchief from such ad venturPs as the late one, which seems to 
have heen ignorantly and injudiciously planned. Indeed the 
disappointment occasioned by its failure to ils well wishers on 
shore would, I shoulJ. hope, contrilmte Lo Messrs. Bresler and 
Barrow's good reception in the district, by shewing the Inhabitants 

I 

I 

 

 



Records of the Cape Colony. 149 

how much we are on our guard, and how little dependence can be 
placed on foreign assistance. 

We begin to grow impatient for nows from Europe, having 
received no intelligence later than that brought us by a Danish 
Vessel, which sailed from Portsmouth on the 18th of last April 

I have &c, 

(Signed) 

(Enclosuro .A.) 

Retmn of Troops. Missing. 

(Enclosure B.) 

MACARTNEY. 

Return of Invalids. Shows 90 individuals embarked. 

(Enclosure C.) 

Declaration, of Alexander Dixon, mate of the brig Hope, an English 
Whaler, who arrival, at False Bay on the 11th of August 1797 
in charge of tlw Haro Brig, a Prize from the Dutch to tlw said 
Hope Brig. 

Alexander Dixon, Mato of tho Ship Hop~, a Whaler from 
l?ndon, belonging to J\fr. Witton, of Prescot Street, Goodman's 
Fields, of 250 Tons, having 2 Guns and 24 Men, left England in 
October last, called at the Capo with the nows of the Spanish War 
nnd proceeded to tho East Coast of Africa about Natal &c. for tho 
purpose of fishing, declares that on tho 20th of April last a Brig of 
lGO tons burthen arrived at De la Goa Bay, where there was a 
Portuguese settlement in Latitude 25° 50' S. and longitude 33 
East from Greenwich, that under covert of American colours he 
discovered her to be Dutch, carrying 6 three-pounders and 45 men 
(20 white, the remainder Malay) and maintained a friendly inter­
course with her for three weeks, in which time he learnt that she 
h~ been fitted out from Batavia the 15th of February and loaded 
With GOO barrels of powder of 60 lbs. each, 8 pieces of Ordnance 
!.l and 12 pounders complete for field service, 50 bales of Cotton 
Cloths, and provisions, rice, beef, pork, Sugar and Coffee, all 
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intended for the Farmers of Graaff Reinet, for the purpose of 
insurrection and of taking the Cape Town, and that as soon as they 
had completed their wooding and watering were to proceed to 
Algoa Bay, where they expected to meet the Farmers of Graaff 
Reinet, and were to land the said Cargo, that the Captain of the 
Hope finding the Hare Dutch Brig so much superior in force 
could not venture then to attack her or even to follow her up the 
River where she was going to wood and water, but soon after their 
separation a Portuguese vessel arrived which had been sent thither 
to bring away the Governor and Soldiers of the Fort there of 20 
Guns and 80 Soldiers who had been driven into the Country by 
a French force landed from two Frigates in October preceding, 
from whom, viz. the Portuguese, they of the Hope -procured a 
supply of 4 Guns and ammunition and 10 men, upon which they 
immediately entered the River to attack the Dutch Brig, the Hope 
however being well known to the natives they informed the Dutch 
that the Hope was an English vessel, who imagining she was stronger 
than them instantly landed the powder, small arms, and 2 guns, 
the bales of Cloth, provisions, &c., &c., sunk their vessel, and 
prepared to defend themselves on shore. The People of the Hope 
disembarked, attacked the Dutch, aided by a great number of the 
natives, and after suffering several repulses at last compelled them 
to surrender, and recovered 380 barrels of the powder, but, the 
Negroes during the contest carried off the bales of Cloth, provisions, 
&c., and such of the remaining quantity of powder as was not damaged. 
The Crew of the Hope then attempted to raise the Dutch Brig, 
in which they succeeded, and found the whole of the field ordnance 
and ammunition. The Dutch Crew except three (the Captain, 
Pilot, and Second Mate, who escaped to the Country) were after­
wards dispersed among the English whalers there, and readily took 
service with them. 

The Dutch Captain's name was Jacob Defrein. He had dis­
patched a negro with a letter to the ( opper hoof cl) principal person 
at Graaff Reinet, who was to deliver it to the Graaff Reinet people 
who came, as it was said, to a River in De la Goa Bay to the 
southward of that in which the Dutch Brig was taken to cut large 
timber. That the Captain ha<l attempted to proceed from thence 
to Graaff Reinet, but after three clays' march was driven back hy 
the Caffres. His orders were to land the Cargo at Algoa Bay and 
then return to Batavia. 
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.Alexander Dixon also declares he was informed that a person of 
the name of Voyer had engaged the Government of Batavia to 
undertake this expedition, and that a schooner was to be sent 6 
weeks after with powder and military stores for the same object, 
that Voyer only remained 8 days at Batavia and was gone to 
Mauritius to get further assistance, and has not been heard of 
since. 

A. Dixon further states that subsequent to the Capture of the 
Hare Brig 6 English Whalers had arrived and 5 Americans from 
New Bedford near Nantucket, that the Hope on board which 
were 8 Dutch Prisoners would arrive at the Cape in November 
next. 

And that he himself arrived at False Bay in the said prize 
(Hare Brig) navigated by four men only, on the 11th instant 
August. 

[Copy.] 

Extract from a Letter from tlw EARL OF MACARTNEY to GOVERNOR 

BROOKE, St. Helena. 

CAPE oF Goon HOPE, August the 16th, 1797. 

Before I conclude this letter, I mm,t beg leave to solicit what­
ever assistance you are able to give us with regard to money. Our 
distresses are inconceivable, and how to relieve them, unless specie 
soon arrives from Europe, I am totally at a loss. Therefore I 
request you will send us by the return Ships of War any sum, 
however trifling, that you can possibly spare to us. I am sure yoi.:. 
will do me the Justice to believe that I would not wish to trespass 
on your Government in the slightest degree, if not impelled by the 
strongest necessities of my own. I have &c. 

(Signed) MACARTNEY. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from, ADMIRAL PmNGLE to EVAN NEPEAN, EsQRE. 

Tremendom m StMONS BAY, 

CAPE OF Goon HOPB, 17th .Augrut 1797. 

8rn,-You will please to inform the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty thai His Majesty's hip Braave arrived here on the 29th 
ultimo, from a cruize off the Rio De la Plata and coast of Brazil, 
without having seen any of the Enemy's vessels. Captain Tod 
informs me that he learned from the Master of a Portuguese Ship 
from Rio Janeiro, which he spoke on the 3rd of July, that there 
were four Portuguese Ships of War of sixty-four, and one fifty-gun 
Ship lying at the Island of St. Catherine's, and that four :French 
cruizers (their force not known) and a Spanish Frigate were on the 
Coast and had taken and sent into Monte Video four I>ortuguese 
Merchant Ships, and that the Portuguese entertained great appre­
hension for the safety of Hio Janeiro. . . . 

You will further inform the Lords Commis8ioners of the Admir­
alty that from the absolute want of Naval Stores of various kinds 
in the Naval Yard to fit out the Squadron, I have heen under tho 
necessity of taking some from the OhirlU'stcr store ship, contrary to 
my first resolution not to interfere with anything on board of that 
ship until Their Lordships' further pleasure respecting her should 
be made known to me. 

I have also again to poinL out to Their Lordships the Yory great 
distress o:f the Squadron under my command for tho want of 
I>rovisions, particularly Brea<l, of which notwithstanding my 
utmost exertions since the departure of Admiral Elphinslone, 
I have never been ahle to procure Bread sufficient for one Month 
for the whole of the , qua<lron, aml to euahle mo to give that 
I>rolection to tho East Irnlia Company's , 'hips which I judge is 
n~cessary lo . oo them in safety to SL Helena, I am now ohlige<l lo 
scrape together a littlo Hice that has arrived here in tho India 
Ships, and must also put the S<pm<lron to Rhort allowance of 
Bread. I therefore trust Their Lordships will see the necessity of 
sending out a proportion of Biscuit for four Months, without wliieh 
it will be impossible ever to get the whole of the 8,puuhon rernly 
to act on any emergency of distant service howuver necessary, oveu 
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if I had a sufficient number of Men, which Their Lordships know 
is very far from being the case. 

On the 10th instant the Haas, Dutch Brig, arrived here, having 
been taken by the Hope, Whaler, off Delagoa Bay, and I enclose for 
Their Lordships' information a copy of such particulars as I have 
been able to collect from the Prize Master, and the third officer of 
her, who is a Dane. I am, Sir, &c, &c., 

(Signed) T. PRINGLE. 

[Enclosure in the above.] 

The Deposition of Frans Niclwlas Petersen, third Afate of the Hare, 
Dutch Prize, which arrived in Simon's Bay on the Evening of 
the 10th August 1797. 

The vessel was built at Amsterdam, and is one of the Dutch 
Company's Packets. She was commanded by Jacob de Freyn, who 
is the second Captain in seniority in the Company's service. Her 
crew consisted of 44 Men, of which 20 were Europeans. Her cargo, 
which was put on board at Batavia River, consisted of six hundred 
barrels of Gunpowder, eight Cannon, four of which were eight­
pounders and the other four twelve-pounders, a quantity of Bale 
Goods, and several Packages of Coffee and Sugar. 

At the time she left Batavia no person knew her destination 
e:x.cept her Captain and the Governor of that place. Her crew 
were taught to believe that they were bound to Ternate. They 
left at Batavia a small chooner loaded with Gunpowder, which it 
was said would sail in six weeks after them, and bound to Ternate. 
They took on board a filot at Batavia to conduct them through the 
S~raits of Barli, but fearing if they landed him that he might 
discover what cour e they took, they brought him with them to 
Delagoa Bay. Upon their arrival at that place, the Captain told 
the crew that if they landed the Cargo safe they should be well 
rewarded. They landed at Delagoa Hay all the Gunpowder, Dale 
Goods, and a few I>ackages of the Coffee and Sugar, torrether with 
two Uuns and all the Provi ion and furniture belonging to the 
Yes. el. The Captain intended to go to .Algoa Day, if the Cargo 
could not be laudetl in Delagoa Bay. 
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On the arrival of the Vessel in Delagoa Bay, the Captain wrote 
a letter directed as follows : 

Aan de Edcle Oberliolden 

tot Gravense or Gravenet. 

The second Officer in the command of the Brig was Derrick 
Portfliet, Captain Lieutenant in the Company's service, the third 
was a Lieutenant in the Company's service, of the name of Do 
Moore. Captain de :Freyn is a Mulatto, a natural Son of the 
Commodore at Batavia. 

[Copy.l 

Extract from a Letter from the BURGHER SENATE to the EARL OF 

MACARTNEY. 
18th Augmt 1797. 

MY LoRD,-Having been honoured with Your Excellency's 
Letter of the 7th Instant, by which Your Excellency is pleased to 
hint to us that we should contract with some Merchants corres­
ponding from this place to Europe, for the purpose of obtaining the 
petitioned leaden Pipes for a new Conduit, we take the liberty 
most respectfully to observe to Your Excellency 

That as we know no Merchants either here or in England on 
whom we, without interference from Government, officially could 
rely for the sending of such a bulky Article as that of leaden 
Pipes, we have on that account as well as because of the Govern­
ment's being equally with the Inhabitants interested in the public 
Conduits, taken the liberty to apply to Your Excellency for tho 
obtaining of the said pipes, and as we trust that as tho former 
Government has supplied all such necessaries petitioned for tho 
public Service of the Colony at prime cost and of course without 
any Gain, so the pre ont Government will on such occasions like­
wise please to favour to tho same degree the Colony's Treasure, 
which Your Excellency's aforesaid letter leads us to hopo, and for 
which we return to Your Excellency both for ourselves and in tho 
Name of the Community the sincerest thanks; and availing our­
selves of Your Excellency's gracious offer we take the liberty of 
repeating herewith our humble application of the 31st July, aml at 
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the same time further to request that it may please Your Excel­
lency to write, in addition to the leaden Pipes, also for eight Hides 
of Pump leather, which will also be necessary. 

[Original.] 

Letter from, the EARL OF MACARTNEY to the RIGHT HONOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CASTLE OF GOOD HoP:m, 23rd August 1797. 

Srn,-I have the honour to inclose to you copies from the 
Burgher Senate's Letters of the 31st of July, requesting to have 
a supply of Lead &c. for Water Pipes, and also some Pump 
Leather sent them from England, likewise my answer to that 
application, and an Extract of their reply thereon. 

At the same time I beg leave to state to you that as it has 
always been the custom under the former Government to have 
those Articles furnished by the Company at prime cost & freight 
free, consequently it is but reasonable that the same indulgence 
should be continued under the present. I therefore request that 
you will have the goodness to desire the Honourable the East 
India Company to give orders to have those articles provided 
and sent to the Cape by one of their first ships that is to stop 
here, the prime cost of which articles will be paid here by the 
Burgher Senate into the hands of Mr. Pringle, their agent, and 
the freight also, if charged, will be paid by me out of the Revenue 
of His Majesty, who now stands in the place of the Company. 
. I also have the honour of enclosing one other paper alluded to 
ln the l3urgher Senate's Letter of the 31st July, and request that 
if Sir James Craig has not already written for the articles therein 
mentioned, and that such mode of supplying the same be not 
disapproved of, they may be furnished in like manner with the 
preceding articles by the East India Company, but in such case 
they should be sold by their agent here, at such a reasonable 
price as thoy shall direct, so that they may not be considered as 
a monopoly in the hands of tho Burgher Senato or others, but 
that all persons may have a reasonable time and notice given 
previous to the sale thereof. I have &c. 

(Signed) MACARTNEY. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from ADMIUAL PRINGLE to EVAN NEPEAN, EsQRE. 

'.l'remendous IN SIMON'S BAY, 

CAPJ!l OF GOOD HOPE, the 24th August 1791. , 

Srn,-You will please to inform the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty that I have appointed Captain Brisbane in His 
Majesty's Ship Dortrecht to convoy the East India Fleet now in 
this Bay to Saint Helena, and eventually to proceed with them 
to England as an additional Force for their protection. But as 
Monsieur Serscey, the French Admiral in these Seas, must have 
had constant and certain information of this Convoy's motions, 
it is reasonable to suppose he will not miss so favourable an 
opportunity of intercepting so very valuable a part of the Com­
pany's Trade, which the necessary tract between this and Saint 
Helena gives him a very probable chance of accomplishing. I 
have therefore directed Captain Edwards to take under his 
command the Ships named in the Margin, and to see the convoy 
in safety to Saint Heleno, after which service he is to rejoin me 
here. The fitting out this Detachment, though highly neces ary, 
reduces the Ships remaining with me to a very crippled state 
indeed. 

List of Ships under convoy of His Majesty's Ship Dortrecht, 
viz. : Dublin, Fort William,, Thctis, Melville Castle, Bcrrington, 
Bridgewater, Airly Castle, and Rockingham, Regular Ships, Prinet,:;s 
of Wales, Alexander, Prince Fredericlc, Ocean, Farnr, l!JdmuMl an1l 
George, Loyalist, T11sca1i, Extra Ships, and Besofotion, a l>ortu­
guese. I am, Sir, &c., 

(Signed) 

[Original.] 

Letter fro,n An111mAL I>urnGLE to EVA~ NEPEAN, ESQUE. 

Tremendoui IN 8mm-1's HAT, 

APE oli' Goon lloPE, 25th Auamt 17tl7, 

Srn,-You have herewith enclosed an Abstract of the State anJ 
Condition of His Majesty's Ships and V CS8els under my command. 

 

 



Recrmls of the Cape Colony. 157 

By it the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty will be informed 
that the total short of complement is 760, exclusive of 60 at the 
Hospital, a large proportion of whom probably can never return 
to their duty. I have also to point out that as the quantity of 
Slops and Beds sent to this Station has been very short of what 
is absolutely necessary, and as no Marine Cloathing whatever has 
been received here, both are now exceedingly wanLed, indeed of 
some articles Lhe men are totally destitute. I have therefore to 
request that Their Lordships will direct proper Supplies being 
expedited to this Station. I am, Sir, &c., 

(Signed) T. PRINGLE. 

[Original.] 

Letter from the EARL OF MACARTNEY to the RIGHT HONOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CASTLE OF Goon HoPE, the 5th September, 1797 

Srn,-I do myself the honour to lay before you the copy of an 
application to me from the Burgher Senate of this place, by which 
it appears that very great inconvenience is suffered from the 
present state of the circufating paper Money in this Colony, a 
great part of which is nearly defaced and worn out, and that 
there is also a want of small money. 

Being perfectly persuad<::d that the request of the Burgher 
Senate is reasonable, and that the removing of the defaced money 
is consonant to the usual practice, I shall comply by causing such 
a quantity and such kinds of new money to be stamped and 
exchanged a<minst the worn out pieces as shall appear adequate 
to relieYe the present distress and to enable the present circula­
tion to be carried on. The chief objection to the issuing of small 
money is the Yery great trouble and delay attending the stamping 
and signing of so many pieces, but as the second emission of the 
two hundred and fifty thousand rixdollars ordered to be stamped 
by my I'redecessor is at length nearly completed and contains 
eighty-four thousand pieces of the denomination pointed out by 
the Burgher Senate as greatly wanted, it will probably not oe 
~ecessary to renew so tedious an Operation. 
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I find that there is as yet a sufficiency of blank Cards to 
answer the purposes of continuing occasionally to replace those 
in circulation, but as it may become necessary or expedient to 
new model the whole of the existing Paper Circulation and as it 
will be the most effectual means to ascertain the exact amount 
thereof, I request of you to direct 150,000 Cartons to be made 
of the inclosed patterns and colours to be sent here by the earliest 
opportunity. I have &c. 

(Signed) MACARTNEY. 

[Copy.] 

Extract from a Letter from GOVERNOR BROOKE, St. Helena, to the 
EARL OF MACARTNEY. 

ST. HELENA, 19th September 1797. 

The great advantage attending the negociation of money lately 
for Bills at your presidency, in preference to bringing it here for 
the same purpose, and the Sums supplied from the Company's 
Treasury, has most 1mfortunately occasioned a dearth of Cash 
with us at present, so that we have scarcely a sufficiency on the 
Company's account for the immediate exigencies of the place. I 
have therefore been obliged to attempt affording you the wished 
for assistance by private loan, and now forward all that could 
possibly be collected in that way, which I am sorry to say is 
only two thousand five hundred pounds. The amount with the 
interest thereon I entreat may be returned me as soon as ever 
you obtain supplies from England, as it is in confidence of 
assurances on this head I have got even so much. With respect 
to the terms on which it is borrowed, it was impossible to procure 
it on better, and Commodore Douglass, who has long resided at 
the Cape, is of the same opinion with me that no hesitation should 
be made in acquiescing therewith. I do myself the honor to en­
close a copy of the agreement. I have &c. 

(Signed) R. BROOKE. 
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[Copy.] 

Letter from the Council at Fort William to the EARL OF 

MACARTNEY. 

MY LoRD,-We have been honored with Your Lordship's Letter 
of the 21st June last, transmitting to us a Copy of His Majesty's 
Order in Council of the 28th of December 179G, regulating the 
trade of the British possessions at the Cape. 

We avail ourselves of this opportunity of sending you Copies 
of a lette.r from our board of Trade, with applications from 
Individuals to send some piece Goods to the Cape on the Com­
pany's Tonnage, with our resolutions on these applications. 

We have not been informed whether the Owners of the Goods 
propose to ship Lhem under the conditions which we have 
stipulated, but we have judged it proper under the probability 
of further applications of a similar nature being made to us, to 
lose no time in apprizing you of those now before us, that we 
may be favored with your opinion as to our construction of His 
Majesty's orders . 

.As it will no doubt be desirable that the Dutch Inhabitants 
should be supplied with India Goods as formerly and that these 
supplies should be sent on British Bottoms in preference to those 
of foreign nations, we shall be happy to have Your Lordship's 
sentiments as to the articles required for the use of the Colony, 
and the probable consumption, that we may supply them on the 
part of the Company, or allow them to be shipped by Individuals 
on the Company's Tonnage. We have &c. 

(Signed) 

Fo11T WILLIAM, tlie 2ht September 1797. 

J. SHORE, 
.ALURED CLARKE, 
P. SPEKE. 
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[Office Copy.] 

Letter from the WAR OFFICE to the EARL OF MACARTNEY. 

PARLIAMENT STREET, 10th October, 1797. 

MY L0RD,-I have had the honor to lay before the King your 
Lordship's letter of the 9th of May, which I received on the 
5th instant by the hands of Lieutenant Colonel Worthy. 

His Majesty was pleased to express great satisfaction at the 
honorable testimony borne by you to the vigilance and ability 
with which Sir James Craig had conducted the administration 
of the affairs of the Colony during the time it was placed under 
his command, and while I congratulate your Lordship on your 
safe arrival at your government I feel a sincere pleasure in 
reflecting that it will have been delivered into your hands in so 
desirable a state. 

In consequence of former representations received from Sir 
James Craig, directions have some time since been given for 
sending out a supply of Flour to the Cape, but from unforeseen 
obstacles encountered by the Vessels on board of which it has 
been shipped, I am concerned to state that it did not leave this 
Country till the instant. A supply of £50,000 in Dollars 
for the express purpose of paying the Military Forces at the 
Cape, will, I trust, be forwarded on board His Majesty's Ship La 
Virginie with this Despatch. 

I have only to add that His Majesty's earnest endeavours to 
procure the restoration of r>eace have not been attended with 
success, and that the rupture of the Negotiation which has been 
opened at Lisle for this purpose was occasioned by an intimation 
from the French Government on the 18th Ultimo, which com­
pelled Lord Malmesbury to return without having effected the 
object of his mission. 

This unfortunate circumstance will consec1uently call for the 
utmost vigilance to guard against any possible attempt by the 
Enemy on the Cape of Good Hope, at the same time that from 
the state of the Na val Force of our Enemies there is the best 
reason to presume that no serious attempt, can be made from 
Europe against that Settlement. 

 

 



llecotds of the Cape (Jvlon'!). 1G1 

[Original.] 

Letter from ADMIRAL PRINGLE to EVAN NEPEAN, EsQRE, 

Tremendous IN StMON's BAY, 

CAPE OF Goon HoPE, the 13th Ocw/J9r 1797, 

Sm,-A Dane Ship being on tho point of sailing from hence for 
Copenhagen, and may probably touch at some Port in England, 
induces me to embrace the opportunity of desiring you will 
acquaint the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty that on the 
seventh instant a General Mutiny broke out on board of the Ships 
of the Squadron named in the Margin (the others being at Sea). 

Tremendous 
Trugty 
Imperieu8e 
lJraave 
Rattleanalce 
Chiche8ter 
Star 
Euphrosyne 

Their conduct was nearly the same with that which 
is reported to have lately taken place in His 
Majesty's Fleet in England, and I fancy was 
instigated by it, the information of which had been 
brought about a month ago. The Crews of the 
respective Ships continued in the same tumultuous 
state till yesterday, when they having returned to 
order, obedience, and a proper sense of their duty, 

and having unanimously cheered the Standard which I directed to 
be hoisted on board the Tremendous for that purpose, I issued a 
Proclamation of General Pardun, of which the enclosed is a copy, 
and I have now the pleastll'e to inform you that His Majesty's 
Squadron under my command is in its usual state of Good 
l)iscipline. I am, Sir, &c. 

(Signed) T. PRINGLE. 

[Enclosure A in above.] 

Letter dropped on the Quarterdeck of the Tremendous on tho 
7th of October. 

CAPTAIN STEPIIENS,-Wo have Received a Letter from the 
RattZSnakc Conscrning Bad usage wich W c are sorry to hear for 
We should. wish to hoar of Nothing But Pease and Trankeltety. 
1'hrou out tho fleet good Euzagc must be in fleet as for oursol ,·cs 

JI. M 
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we dont think of but o.s other Ships as Mad application to us wo 
must see them Righted Every ship in the fleet must be Eusecl like 
men we only wish to keop distmbaucc from the fleet wich we have 
No More to say at Prcascnt but No Bad Usage must not be in tho 
:Fleet. 

[Enclosure B.) 

Letters from the Rattlesnake produced lYiJ the Tremcndous's Ship's 
Company when they mutinied on the 7th of October. 

DEAR BROTHERS,-W e accost you with the joyfull Account of 
our having Canvassed our Grieveances amongst each other, and 
finds that the :Majority of us are determined to bring the Usurpers 
of our Rights to a just account of their future Transactions, and 
make or Compel them to render us justice and betler usage in 
future, having long enough lahoured undt>r their Yoke-we hope 
that on this Determination of ours we will find you and our other 
friends agreeable to force those Usurpers into a more lcnetive line. 
·when we are all willing with trne Hearts to stick out for tho 
Honour and Glory of our 'ountry,·and never permit it to fade in 
any Shape. It is needless to a(lvise that our Hearts arc low thro' 
the bad usage we daily meet with. l3ut to redress same we only 
wait for your Signal of Condescension which is to be a jacket at 
tho Jibb Boom end by U oclock on Sunday Morning (A M) when 
we shall keep a strict eye for same to begin, all(l iu order for the 
better carrying on tho Affair to a bcarance you must timcously 
advise all the rest of our l<'ellow Sufferers so that they may be 
preparcJ. for recoYering their PrimitiYe Hights. 

Always ohseniug that we will a<lmit, nor permit 110 Pillaging, 
Pilfering or Hiot, or b:ul Usage girnn hy any of us to either Party, 
as we look on oursel n•s lo he true :tl)(l faithful Ruhjel'tS to His 
13rittanick Majesty, whom U01l l'r<!Sl'rve. 

Our only Moti\'e is lo h:i,c our Grievances Hc<lrm,s'd,aud udler 
Usage from our Oflicer,- in fnlure. 

Your Answer if' l'oc1;;ihle lo find a ('oll\<'JHIH'e \\ill rnuclt 
Ohligt• u~. 
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In the Name of our Royal George 3d King of Great Britain France 
and Ireland and Defender of the faith. 

GENTLEMEN AND BROTHERS,-We the lawfull and true Born 
Subjects of Great Britan Serving as Loyal Subjects for our king 
Church and State have been abused harassed and unconssistant and 
against the Civil order and Humanity of the laws of our Country 
the which we as one Man agree to fight In his Defence and in the 
Defence of the United Kingdoms that he Rule th By a Good and 
Just Law that have been from our Ancesstors Furthermore we the 
loyal Subjects of our Country Serving on board H. M. Sloop 
Rattlesnake have felt so much The Scourge of unlawfull Treatment 
Almost to Dreadfull for Human heart tc Vent or to put in Execu­
tion against any Individual Supposing they are our Greatest 
enemies the Laws of our Country Doth Not Allow it. we are 
likewise Resolved Not to Bear under the Affliction any longer 
their have Been so l\futch Whiping and Starting at the Will of 
Arbitrary command Whitch is Not Good Disciplined we will leave 
you all to Judge We have had A Bit of a Disturbance in Table 
Hay As Well As the Vindictive for which as far as we can learn 
their Is some Appointed to be Tried by a Court Martial we Cannot 
Affirm it for truth But if it should Come to That head it lieth in 
the Power of our Brothers On board H. M. Different Ships to 
l'reYent It. I hope you will take It In Consideration they Can 
Aleidge Nothing Against us Only we Insisied on our Ilights and 
l~etter Usage if any Thing should happen on that Account the 
Signall will Be A Jackett at the Jibb Boom End then Answered 
with Three Cheers the Vindictive ls Acquainted with it Thby also 
had the Same in hand. 

He'd this the 5 Octor. 1797. 

[Enclosure C.J 

Signed all as one Mann. 

Rattlesnake. 

(Signed) A. B. 

Reply of the Tnnnondous tu the Hattlesnake. 

nlloTmm RmP'1A'l'Es,-We Hecoivrnl A Lotter from You this 
Morning :-ltating the bad e i;age On hmm! of your Ship an(! whieh 
We as llrothors are very sorry fur Lo hear a~ fur Bad l' ,ago \I e on 

~, ::l 
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board of the Tremendous Hath no Right to Complain But never 
The Less for that if you have Bad Usage We one and all will see 
you Righted As far As we Can Dare to procede in Defence of our 
King Country and Laws But Brother Shipmates It has been spoke 
Of on Board the Trcmcndoits that Captin Stephens should say 
that he would bring you alongside of the Tremendous and thar 
he would Curb you all, But dont you put yourselfes Uhder any 
Apprention on that head for Captn. Stephens hath not the least 
Right to Come to the Tremcndouses for Ill Usage to His Ship's 
Company But we should be glad to know if you have Aplyed to 
the Rest of the Ships in the Fleet or No or wether you Left That 
to us to do if any thing shauld happen After it Is Necessary that 
the all shauld know The same For if any sutch thing As A Court 
Martial should take place after this That we might send A Letter 
to the Admiral And have it Taken of We have no Ill Usage on 
board of the Ship And as we as far as we Can do our utmost every 
Ship in the Fleet shall receive the same As we But you talk of 
Makeing the Signal Wi.th a Jackett at the Jibb Boom End but 
It Is the wish of this Ships Company for you To keep your­
selves Quiet and do your Duty As you ought and if any 
Bad Usage should take place send Word to us and We will see 
you Righted in every Point As far as Ly in the power of we 
your Bretheren. 

Please to send an Answer As Soon as Possible. 

Tremendo1ts. 

fEnclosure D.J 

The Tremendous's Gricvllnccs at the ~Mutiny. 

Sm,-Fimling it necessary in the I>resent situation of Affairs to 
produce some Reason for the Conduct of the 8hip's Company on 
the present occasion, I am called upon and obliged 1,y their 
Command to state the Nature of their severnl complaints, in tho 
following manner. 

:First. The Bread with which this Ship has been victualleu 
since on this Station is much deficient in <1uality to lh'ead with 
which H. M. Ships is victualle<l on the Home Htations allho this 
has re1 catcdly 1,ccn complained of they are sorry Lo ol,scn c still 
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continues the same and the Ship's Company if wronged in Quality 
consider it in the same light as Quantity. 

Secondly. The Beef has much the same defect as the Bread but 
in a greater degree and has been repeatedly complained of. 

Thirdly. The Wine and Brandy Wine the Ship's Company are 
of opinion has not been of a Quality equal to that allowed by 
Government. 

Fourthly. It has been a General Custom in the Navy to supply 
the Ship's Companys with Greens for the Broth on Fresh Beef 
Days but as we at best of times have very little and often none 
the Ship's Company wishes that if there is any allowed to have, 
and if not thoy don't desire them. 

The Ship's Company thinks it necessary to give the foUowing 
Explanation of their Conduct with regard to Stephens as there had 
been several Oppressive and Fraudulent Practices taken place 
since he has commanded this Ship in the Description of wbfoh I 
am desired to relate the following Particulars, viz. Our Meat was 
served out a considerable Time every Day and by this Practice the 
Ship's Company wholly lost their Allowance of Peas for about 
Nine Months and no restitution has ever- been made, there has 
like-wise heen a deficiency in the sugar a.<o we had only a pound at 
each serving for Eight Men for a considerable Time & this has not 
been as yet redressed. There has likewise been a List of Articles 
or Orders read on the Quarter Deck different from the Articles of 
War, but their General Tenor being for the good order, Discipline-, 
Cleanliness and other benests of the Ship and such The Ship's 
Company appears to have no obj-ection to, but remarks at the same 
time that they are Humbly of opinion that no Authority wlmtever 
has a Right to impose new Laws on them except, that of the British 
Legislature, anu that Captain Stephens has done, as will appear 
from the following facts. Them are Two of these A1-ticles above­
mentioned to which the Ship's Compauy has paiticular objectioni;i, 
as they are of opinion that they carry fraud on the face of them, 
viz. the first of those as we cannot give a verbal description of we 
must, content, oursclrns with the sense of it, which was nearly as 
follows. All Persons confined in Irons for any 1\1isdemeanour 
their liquor was to be stopt immediately and the liquor so stopt 
was to be resc>ned for the purpose of splicing the main brace when 
lle('es~ar,v, thiH tlw ~hip's Company com,i(lern a l'unii;hment not 
authorized hy tit(• Articles of "\Var nor liy tile Laws of their 
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('ountry, and in this light consi<lers it oppressive, as the Article~ 
has so amply provided PuniRlnnent for crimes of every Description 
and which I am desired to remark has been exercised in this Ship 
with a Higour unknown in any other Period since her first being 
in Commission. I am likewise desired to remark that if through 
extreme fatigue or a series of had weather it should be necessary 
to splice the main brnce the Ship's Company hopos that Govern­
ment has provided some other method to supply it than. the 
Misfortunes or Errors of their fellow Creatures. 

The Second Article was to nearly the follo'\\ing effect that all 
Persons in the Sick List was to have their Liquor stopt on the 
Surgeon not thinking it conducive to their Health hut little regard 
has been paid to tho sense of the Article as it has beon the 
constant I>ractice untill within these few Days to stop every 
Person's Liquor on the Sick List without any Regard to the 
Nature of the Diseases. The Liquor so stopt was hy the Words 
of the Article was to be repaid in short allowance money in 
due time which by the established Rules of the Navy ought to 
be done in Three Months, but some of those complaints has 
existed near a year and no such Payment has taken place and 
for this reason the Ship's Company considers it in the light of 
a fraud. 

This Ship's Company are of opinion that were thoso Articles to 
grow into a Hulo there is several fraudulent consequences might 
11esult from them, viz. from the first every one knows that a 
Captain's power in one of those Ships is very extensive and that 
he may confine men on the slightest suspicion, those r>eople may 
likewise prove innocent after having been conJined a considernblo 
time, and still lose their allowance. With regard to tho second 
they arc of opinion that it opens a wide field for fraud as it often 
happens that those Ships Companys are very sickly and a Number 
of men on the Sick List a Captain of a fraudulent dispo. ition may 
stop all those people's allowances anci. on p:i.ying the short allowanco 
Mouey may supply himself arnl friends with tho~e articles at a, 

very cheap rate, buL wo hope there is fow such in the llritish 
Navy. 

\Vith regard to Lieutenant Street when a Master's Mat• in this 
Rhip he was in the Practice of coming in the waste in the Evenings 
and striking the l'eople when they were hoi~ting in tho Boats and 
it has been the practice in tlii~ Ship tu l'ipe Twice when the 

I 
I 
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Hammocks were down. John Anderson a Carpenter • took his 
hammock out of the netting after the first but before the second 
pipe but was stopt by ~fr Street and complained of to Lieut. 
Newell who Dismissed. Him with a reprimand. l\fr. Street not 
satisfied detained the man again and he was punished the next 
Day with One Dozen lashes. The Ship's Company are of opinion 
that Mr. Street ought to have acquiesced in Mr. Newell's Dis­
rnission Mr. Newell being his Superior Officer. 

As for Mr. Greenway, Morrison and the two Corporals of the 
Ship's Company having had sundry causes faulty in their conduct 
require their Dismission no farther than that they be not permitted 
to serve again in this Ship as Officers. This Ship's Company 
are convinced. that none of Articles of War will justify the 
stopping of any part of any Man's allowance on any pretence 
unless that of a scarcity of Provisions at Sea or any other like case 
of Necessity unto which the Ship's Company will at all times 
patiently submit to. 

The ~hip's Company are of opinion that Mr. Maude the Purser 
has been guilty of Neglect of Duty in not causing short allowance 
to be pai<l. accor<l.ing to the tenor of his Instructions and be:i.ng 
Guilty of fraud hy having unjust Steelyards being short five 
pounds in one hundred. weight. The manner the Ship's Company 
wishes to have these complaints re<l.ressed will be the Subject of 
another Paper. 

Several of the Ship's Company having left their· Bread behind 
from time to time on applying for it has been told the Books were 
lost, and they could not be paid it. 

There is the Carpenters who were working for the ship when 
in progress in the Months of March and April last an<l. through 
the Captain's objections has not yet been pai<l., and those farther 
affirm that Alex. l\ioo<l.y of the Trusty being employed for private 
pur1ioses on board thi~ Ship very lately received 40 Ri.'Cdollars iu 
payment when tho People working on tho Ship's duty received 
llothing. 

(Sigued) WM. JEFFERYS, 

Dy Order of the Ship's Company. 

This is to certify that we the Undersigned have according to the 
Instructions that we have reccivell from the General of 
the ~hip':; Company caused the above statement of their complaints 

' 

I 
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to be written agreeable to those several Instructions. In WitneflS 
hereof we have hereunto Signed our Hands. 

DANIEL McKENZIE 
THOS. NICHOLSON X 
JOHN SMITH X 
ANDREW BURNETT 
CH. OLIVAY X 

WALTER DILLON 
MARTIN LAURENCE X 
JAMES MONRO 
ROBERT WIIITE X 

WM. ENGLISH 
HENRY :FERRIS 
JAMES FIFE 
THOMAS SCOTT 
JonN FERRIS 

Tremendous, October the 8th, 1707. 

W:r.1. MOWAT 
ROBERT DUNDAS 
PETER COCKRAN X 
JAMES WILLIS 
GEO. LIDDLE X 
JAMES FAGAN X 

ROBERT WALKER X 

J OIIN PRINGLE X 

EDw ARD CLARK x 
JOEL BRITTON 
J OIIN DmscOLL 
RICHARD l!'OOT 
GEO. HEWITT, Sergeant 
,ToIIN BRYANT 

[Enclosure E.] 

The Admiral's Reply to the foregoing Staterncnt. 

Complaint of the Quality of Bread. The cause of which hns 
been owing to a want of Flour in the Colony that rendered it 
absolutely necessary to bake it of a Coarse Quality for the Fleet, 
the Army, and Inhabitants on Shore. But a partial supply has 
arrived from India, which is purchased by the Admiral's order for 
the :Fleet, he has also given directions before he left Cape Town 
that the Biscuit in future shall he made of a Superior Quality. 

Complaints of the Beef. With respect to the l3eef, Captain 
Stephens having at different times complained of it to the Admiral, 
he has examined and finding it bad, insisted with tho Contractor 
that none should be supplied but good, and when that was not to 
be got, that Mutton should be issued in lieu, such being the nature 
of the contract. 

Complaint of want of Greens. The Rhips Companies must be 
well acquainted that very few or none arc to he got here. 

Of the Pease. The want of Pease, upon which suhjerL Captain 
Htcphcns repcaLcllly applied lo Lhc Admiral, was not Lo h • re-
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medied, as none were to be procmed in the Colony, and the few 
that were in the Ships were reserved in case of their being wanted 
for Sea Service. The Issue of Beef every day was a continuation 
of the Custom that had ulways taken place at the Cape of Good 
Hope, but which was altered upon Captain Stephens having 
represented that the Men wished it so, and the Victualling of the 
Navy does not admit of Pease being issued when beef is served 
every day. 

Of the Sugar. At the time that One pound of Sugar was issued 
to Eight Men in lieu of Butter, Two Pounds of Rice was also 
issued to Eight Men in lieu of Cheese, being the full allowance of 
Naval Victualling. 

Weights and Measures. The Purser's Measures of the Tre­
mendous have been found just, and the deficiencies of weight 
which is asserted by some to be five Pounds in 112 lbs., and hy 
others only li lbs. in the same quantity, seems to have arisen from 
a neglect in not having the Stilyards properly mended when they 
were broke, rather than from any intention of fraud, and with 
respect to the Bread that had been left behind with the Purser 
from time to time, altho all of it took place long before Captain 
Stephens commanded the Tremendous, yet had the Ship's Company 
applied to him upon the subject, there is not the least doubt but 
he would have taken every measure to have had them repaid, 
as from his frequent Representation to the Admiral relative to the 
Provisions, no man could have had the Interests of the Ship's 
Company more at Heart. 

The stoppage of Wine or Spirits. It has been the constant 
practice in most Ships to make stoppages of Liquor for certain 
Misdemeanours, and such Liquor thereafter given in particularly 
lmd W eaU1er, or to boats' Crews that had been absent on fatiguing 
duty, Government having made no Provision for such exigencies. 
This has been the Practice of the Trcuicndous, but such Liquor as • 
has been stopt from the men when sick has not been disposed of, 
Lut to be accounted for to them to whom it is due, a Hegular 
Account of which has been kept for the purpose of making such 
l'ayrnonts, which shall 1Je made, as well as payment for all slwrL 
allowance. 

Payment of the Carpenters. The Admiral cannot comprehend 
how some men have been pai{l, and others not paid, while at work 
011 Lhu King\; l )uLy, il is impossihlu for him to know the cause of 
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this but from Captain Stephens, aml should ho find this case a,s. 
stated he will cause payment to be made. 

The Surgeon shall be directed to point out in future, when it; 
may be necessary to stop or redm;c tho Allowance of Lic1uor from 
the Sick, which will be accounted for aftel'Wartls a.nu paid with 
short allowance Money at stated times. 

[Enclosure F.J 

17w 1'rui;ty's GrfotJances at the Mutin!J. 

Trusty, SmoN's 13.&Y, 
CAPE CJF Goon HOPE, the 7th Oc&:iber 17!17: 

The Majority of the Ship's Company agree to keep Mr. Stenham,. 
Boatswain, on board, through consideration of his Family and his­
further good conduct. 

We likewise assure Captain Tod that we have nothing to say 
against any of the remaining Officers (Commissioned or W armnted) 
further than that they hope tho Captain will put a Stop to al? 
unnecessary Work, such as Holy toning and washing the Decks­
in the middle of the Day. 

The Ship's Company likewise re<1uest tlJat John Reardon anJ. 
Harrison Bell be broken from their office as Boatswain's Mates. 

The Majority likewise rec1ucst that there will he. som redress 
respecting the different Officers having the prime of the moat, and 
that They will have Mutton only every thin[ day the same as the 
Ship's Company. 

The Ship's Company likewise request that a.'½ there is no Gre 'U!f 
or other Vegetables to be had, and that the pease have been kept 
back, that there will be some re.qtitution made in place of them, 
such as something hot for llreakfast every other Morning besides 
Burgoo. 

We have no other Grievances worth relating in this paper. 

Signed by Scveuioon Men. 
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[Enclosure G.] 

The Imperi0t~se's Grievances at the llfuti,iy. 

To Il.M.S. Tremendous. 

Highly approving your conduct on the present occasion, we 
will inform you of the mode in which our Ship is victualled, which 
if not right we hope the Commander in Chief will cause to be 
remedied. On our arrival in this Country from England the 
butter and cheese being expended it Wa.'l a considerable time before 
there was anything servod in the lieu of either. At length Ilico 
and Sugar were served, and some time after Sugar only,¾ of a lb. 
per week per man, which is known to be a poor substitute for 
Butter and Cheese. As for Pease and Oatmeal, our Ship may bo 
said not to know the use of either. But to speak only of the 
present time it is a Custom in our Ship never to boil Pease in 
Harbour, but since our last arrival in this Bay we have been 
served a ½ lb. of Rice per man on Banyan Days by order of the 
Admiral. The question on this Head is whether a½ lb. of Rice is 
equal to the Pease and Oatmeal a man should receive, for if not 
an increase of Rice should be allowed, which would much assist 
tho Bad Bread and worse Beef that we have served out to us, hut 
We are inclined to think the Commander in Chief cannot at all 
times remedy the defects of these two last articles. As to our 
measures they have been examined on board the Trcmcndou.~. 
The Gallon was found half a pint short, and the smaller measurtis 
lacked in proportion. This is what we have to say in general of 
the I>rovisions, nor do we remark the many times some or other of 
the things before mentioned have been withheld from us when the 
nature of the service most required them. 

As to the Officers that have been sent on shore from 
L' Impcricusc, tho Master rendered himself disliked by a most 
Haughty and Contemptuous manner in carrying on his Dnty, 
often using harsh and abusive language when not deserved, and 
We had every reason to think that had he been on Good Terms 
with a Superior Oflicer he would be a Tenor to a Ship's Company. 

The Gunner always attended more to other People's Business 
than his own, often forcing himself into the duty of a Lieutenant 

I 

I 

I 
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while his own was not too well taken care of, in which duty ho 
ofLen overrated his part towards the Ship's Company. 

L' Irnpcricusc. 

Signed by nineteen Men. 

It is the unanimous opm10n of the Ship's Company that the 
Purser's conduct towards them hath hitherto been fraudulent, that 
the same regard the Company has for the supplies in his charge, 
as well as to prevent the trouble and inconvenience that must 
necessarily attend the removal prevented him being sent on shore 
the first man from the Impcricusc. That the Ship's Company is 
of opinion that he has much abused the confidence he had gained 
on his Superiors to the prejudice of the said Company, that 
notwithstanding he has been suffered to remain in the ship it is 
not from the general tenor of his conduct, but for the reasons 
above stated. That he shall give an immediate account of slops 
served to each indivitlual person. That the conduct of Mr. Dennis 
is by no means satisfactory, but that there is an absolute necessity 
for the account of Slops to be down to the present period. 

[Enclosure II.] 

The Ilraave's Grievances at the J.futiny. 

Tho Grievances of the Rhip's Crow uelonging to His Majesty's 
Ship Braavc laid clown for amendment. 

1st. 'No complain of a vast deal of Mouldy Bread served ont 
and when returned. has ueen reserved out again, uesicles its being 
uatl in t1uality. 

2nd. We complain of OlU' \V eights and Measures in general to 
be vastly short of the proper Rtipulation. 

3rd. \Vo complain of having too much Beef of this Country in 
proportion to tlrnt of Mutton, and also that our Ofiicers have 
ueen found to take the aclnntage of us therein hy chooi-;ing prime 
pieces. 

4th. We complain of very irregular hours both for Work and 
scniug out footl for support of Our Bodies having fre<1uently been 
clone at rnry latu hours. 
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5th. Having found out through a long channel that some 
Officers have behaved rudely to some of this Ship's Crew, whereof 
O'tle of them we have turned on shore, He being very Abusive, 
Haughty, and too often apt to lifting up his Fist, often without 
cause. Query. What must be done to others of that character? 

6tb.. The Weights and Measures having been too short and 
having been served to us this 8 or 9 months, whether shall we 
make out a statement thereof and cause the Purser to refund us 
the same. 

7th. By calculation, even allowing the same upon the lowest 
terms, we find ourselves short of our proper allowance as follows. 
We wish that the al,ove Grievances be taken into Consideration 
and rectified. 

8th. On condition that the Purser consents to make good 
the short allowance and keep his Weights and lfeasures according 
to tho Agreement of the rest of the Ships, he may remain in his 
'Station, this bci.ng tho Brief Account of the Bmave's Ship's 
Company. 

Signed by twelve Men. 

[Enclosure I.] 

The Ohichester's Grievarvces at the Mutiny. 

October the 7th 1797. 

'Given under our Hands the Ship's Company of the Chichester 
to Certify the Agriovances of the reasons why we have taken a 
dislike, and turned on Shore two of Our Officers Mr. Bayley 
Master's Mate fOl' Oppression to tho Ship's Company, and likewise 
l<~rancis Crawford Midshipman for the same Oppression. The 
General behaviour of Our Captain and Lieutenants is so good 
that We have no Reason to Complain, and likewise the rest of 
Our Officers, They are all entiLlod to Our greatest Respect. We 
l1ave applie<l to the Captain on Account of Our small Measures 
and Weights, and he promises to see made good the Deficiencies 
when we require it we arc fully Satisfied with every thing we 
have done for tho present and resolved One and all to stand by 
You and tho rest of the R<1uaclron to tho utmost of Our Power 
Until every thing is remedied. Be kind enough to know that 
vo Untlerstancl that there is lelicrs on ooarcl of tho Trcrncndo1,s 
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from Englantl for several People in the Fleet, tlelivereu from 
the Prince fVilliani Henry they are Secreted somewhere an<l 
we could wish that you woultl make some Enquiry after Them. 

Signed by eleven Men. 

[Enclosure J.] 

The Rattlesnake's Grievctnces at the llfutiny. 

We His Majesty's Loyal Subjects have been for this somo 
months past used with the greatest Intlifference antl Disrespect, 
notwithstanding we bore it all with Patience till we coultl bear 
with it no longer. 

In the first place we think it very Prudent to give a true anu 
Particular Account of our Complaint in full, in the :First place we 
have been Oppres::Jed by young and unexperienced Officers, who 
had learned to Command before they had learned obedience. We 
dare appeal to any of our Officers whether or not we did not 
always pay the greatest attention to our Duty, we likewise have 
examined our own case, and solemnly have as one Man tumetl 
those Tyrants on shore for nothing but mere oppression. We 
have had One Man by the Command of an Officer, to ride the 
Spanker Boom at Sea, with a Hand Swab for a Whip, ot:hers by 
the same Officer have had a l3oatswain's Hantlspike lashed across 
their Shoulders and their arms extended at full length with a, 

Twelve Pound Shot hung at each end. This was nothing to 
another mode of Punishment that took place by the Comman(l of 
the same Officer, that is to sling a Hoop horizontally, aud hang it 
perpendicular to the Mizen Stay, calletl Two Men that <lone their 
Duty as Cooks in the Ship, seized their Left Arms to the Hoop 
and presented each with a piece of Hope Inch and Half, or Two 
Inch, Directly ordered to frap, or Damn you I will; this case 
have some undergone contrary to Law. The Puniisluncnt of these 
Two Men woul<l not be sufficient, but turned a Boatswain's Mat, 
too to start a Man even for looking on, this is the Chanwter of 
Mr. Stewart. In the next place Mr. Syms, Lieutenant, every one 
will allow that he is full of Pride, Arbitrary Command, all(l 
degrading Speeches, he has every Night in a Harbour at ltoi~Ling 
in Boats, we geucrally lowered them Down Two, Three, autl 
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sometimes Four times, even on purpose to please an Arbitrary 
Ambition, quite inconsistent with the Laws of Britain. We allow 
Laws to Punish, but no Tyrants to bear His Majesty's Commission. 
In the next particular Captain Stevens never showed any Partiality 
or Lenity at the Gangway, nevertheless he had bad Officers under 
him, now the intentions of the Ship's Company is to persevere 
in their Duty, By Sea or Land, to defend our King, our Country, 
and our L-.ws, with .Order and Good Discipline, and Obedience 
as for as we are able, and to lett their Complaints be known 
in full. 

1st. That Captain or Officers Commanding or serving in any 
of His Majesty's Ships shall not harass nor oppress the subjects of 
Great Britain in any scandalous or Fraudulent manner, unbecoming 
the Character of British Officers. 

2ndly. We would wish as all defending one cause to have the 
same share that is allowed of Provisions without any respect to be 
paid to any Person, Rank, or Quality. The generality of Beef and 
Bread very bad and Mutton served unregular. 

3rdly. We do not wish to exempt ourselves from Law, but 
have sworn to revenge our Country's cause against any Foreign or 
Domestic Foe or Rebel. 

4thly. That as Cleanliness is this the First motive conducive to 
Health and Vigour, wo ought to have Two Washing Days in the 
Week instead of Two Hours, and dared not in the course of the 
\V eek hang anything even up to dry, altho perhaps got Wet by 
Hain, if anything were catched" hanging in the Rigging, there was 
~end them down to the Boatswain's Storeroom, and on enquiry 
after our property, there was give you a Damned good starling as 
the Sea phrase is. 

5thly. That sobriety be strictly observed, and no smuggling on 
board on any pretence whatever. 

6thly. That we tho whole of us, as an United People more 
than an Hunclred, should be deny'd the privilege of a few Hours 
recreation when the Service can admit of it. 

7thly. \Ve allow that all Heinous Crimes committed on board 
any of His Majesty's ~hips shoul<l suffer according to the Laws 
<>f our King and Country, and all other little misdemcanoms 
~ 0 mmitLccl by People of weak ettpacities might be refTerrecl to a 

fojority, the Captain ns Presi,lcnt, iusteacl of punishing at \Vill. 
8ll1ly \Vl' han• htul Jl() Li~hts a1low1•d UH this c UlllC time pasl. 
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9thly. We have been Drove and hurried from Harbour to 
Harbour, and the cause never known, Instead of being as One of 
His Majesty's Ships of War, We have been loading and Dis­
charging from time to time when other Ships of the same Rate 
have been lying in a Harbour. 

l0thly. We allow it to be very hard that the necessaries that 
are allowed, should be kept back from those that stands in need of 
Refreshment neither is it proper to stop any Man's allowance of 
any Quality whatsoever. 

llthly. It is not the intention of the Ship's Company to violate 
any Law belonging to our King and Country, neither do we dare 
add any, but such as consists with reason. This in Full We have 
unanimously agreed to represent and stand by, for further deter­
mination and refer to your Judgement. We have sent our 
Sergeant of Marines on shore by order of the People. 

We rest satisfied, Shipmates, Your Affectionate Brothers, 

Rattlesnake. 
God save the King. 

Signed by authority of the People by 

Fifteen Names of Men. 

[Enclosure K.] 

'l'Jw Star's Grievances at the 1'fotiny. 

The Master Robert M'Carty which has lately been made 
Out of the Trusty, and we have had but little Trial of at 
present, but he bore such an Infamous Character In that Ship, 
that we thought proper to turn him on Shore. 

One Midshipman James Creemer we have turned <.,u Shore 
likewise for his bo.d behaviour in general to the Ship's Company 
and Stopping part of the liquor from the People on tlrn Hill 
wooding, for bis own private Use. 

The Beef and Bread that we have had served Out since we have 
been here has been very bad, the Beef in particular has not liccn 
fit for use, And as we are sure there is better to be got we wish 
that to be remedied. 

vV e have four Casks of Pease that we sent on boanl the 
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Eupl1rosyne and They found them unfit for Use and returned them, 
we wish to have them Surveyed. 

We think it is requisite that the People that goes A Wooding 
should be allowed Shoes by the Purser and not have them Charged 
to their Wages. 

As all Our Measures as been found Short ever since the Ship 
has been in Commission One Gill in each Gallon, we would wish 
to have it served Out at Seasonable Times. 

And we further declare that there shall be no punishment 
inflicted as has been formerly for small Crimes. 

Signed by thirteen men. 

[Enclosure L.J 

The Suffolk's Grievances at the J,fatiny. 

\Ve have no Complaints of Our Officers nor usage on board of 
our Ship, But hope we may unite together, as Men, and British 
Seamen and remain true and faithful Subjects to His Britannick 
Majesty. God save the King. P M Whatever little Assistance 
We can give we are Your humble Servants. 

Suffolk Tender Ships Company. 
Signed by eight meh, 

rEnclosure M.J 

General Statement of the Grievances complained of by the Different 
Ships Crews of the Squadron. 

The following are the Heads of the Nature of the Grievances and• 
the Manner in which the Representatives of the Squadron are 
Instructed by their Respective Ships to apply for Redress . 

. First. An expulsion of such Officers as the several Ships con­
cornod have turned on Rhore, and who by their former Conduct 
have justly rendered thernsehes Obnoxious to their respective 
Rhiy~, and that such Otficel'S be not permitted to serve in any 
Ofltc1nl Capacity in any Rhip in this S<:1.uadron. 

Secondly. That a Survey lie held on all the Bread now in the 
Rquadron, ancl that such Brea<l as iR found not equal in point of 

I I. :-, 
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Quality to the Bread with which His Majesty's Ships is victualled 
be condemned, and better Bread be substituted in its Room, or a 
just and sufficient reason why such Bread cannot be procured. 

Thirdly. That the Beef lately served in the Squadron has been 
very bad, and that Beef of a sufficient Quality be served for tho 
future, or if it cannot be procured, that Mutton be always sub­
stituted in its Room, and that no Officers of any Ship shall bo 
entitled to chuse the Prime of any Meat to the Prejudice of any 
Ship's Company. 

The Liquor served to the Ships in this Squadron viz. the Wino 
and Brandy Wine is thought to be deficient in Quality, and that 
the Rum in the Squadron be the first expended, as being the Oldest 
, tores, and if those Ships on the Station should stay till it is 
expended, better Liquor than the former be provided for the future, 
in that case the Rum has hitherto been solely almost confined to 
the use of the Officers, and this be prevented for the future. 

That the Pursers of the Squadron he obliged in future to furnish 
their respective Ships with Tobacco if possible, and as several 
Ships Companies on examining their Weights and Measmes, ha.s 
been found greatly deficient, that care be taken to investigate the 

ature of these complaints, and that the respective Rhips Com­
panies concerned to reccive such speedy satisfaction in proportion 
to the nature of their Grievances, and the time they can prove they 
have sustained them. 

The People of this Squadron has heard something of the Conduct, 
of His Majesty's :Fleet in England, and the regulations that has 
taken place in Consequence with regard to the Extra Allowance of 
Pay and Provisions; but as we do not expect that you have 
received any Official Intelligence how to act on the occasion, We 
do not expect those Regulations to take place until that time may 
arrive, and we are determined to patiently Wait tho Event. 

We are likewise determined that in case any Intelhgeuco should 
arrive of an Enemy being near before these Affairs can be settled 
Immediately to return to our Duty, and prosecute any undertaking 
that may be necessary, but to reserve those matters afterwards to 
be discussed. 

We therefore pray that You will take these our several Com­
plaints into consideration, and apply a spee<ly remedy con;;istant 
with the Necessity of the Case, and that a general Amnesty aiHl 

l<leutifieation 110 extendOll to all and evory lmlivi<lual in the 
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Squadron, the Vindictive to be included to all intents and purposes 
in the same manner as the Ships at this Port. 

We the undersigned being called on by the Respective Ships to 
bring our several Complaints on bofil·d the Tremendous, Have 
therefore in consequence subscribed and signed Our hands to the 
above Article, being wrote in the presence of, and by the advice of 
the following Members. 

(Signed) AN"DREW BuRN"ETT } Tremendous. 
,J A.}fES WILLIS 
JAMES EMERY } Imperieuse. 
JOUN BRANDIETll 
RJcIIARD HOCKING } 
ALEXANDER HORNE 

Braavc. 

"WILLIAM AUSTIN } Trusty, 
THOMAS WALKER 
JOIIN HICKS } Chichester. 
GEORGE HUGGITT 
THOS. PICKERING X } 
JOHN FORTON X 

Star. 

WILLIAM BAYLY X } 
ALEXANDER MACKY 

Rattlesnake. 

DANIEL HENDERSON} 
J .NO. BLEWETT X 

Suffolk Tender. 

[Enclosure N.] 

The Admiral's Reply to the foregoing. 

Trnmendoua IN SrnoN's BAY, 9171 October 1797. 

I have received a Paper entitled the Heads of the Nature of 
the Grievances of the Squadron and requesting redress of the 
same. 

As I have nothing more at Heart than the Welfare of the 
People under my Commantl I have examined with attention the 
nature of the different Articles of Complaint, some of which 
had they been quieily representetl to the several Captains of 
~he Squadron, woultl by them either have been removed, or the 
unpossibility of it explainetl, particularly relative to Provisions, 
for instance the Breau, from the great scarcity of :Flour in the 

N' 2 
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Colony, has been necessarily made much Coarser for the Flt>Pt, 
the Army, and Inhabitants than otherwise would have been the 
case, and it has been with much difficulty, and every exertion, 
that I could get the Fleet supplied with Bread, even of that 
coarse Quality, this is the Reason why better Biscuit could not 
then be provided, a certain Quantity of this is not yet consumed, 
and as it has been purchased for the Navy, I propose serving 
what is perfectly sound of it, half and half with Biscuit of a 
very superior Quality, which having lately arrived from India, 
as a partial supply I have purchased for the Fleet, and as there 
is now every appearance of a good Harvest in this Country, I 
have also given Orders that the Biscuit to be baked in future 
shall be of a proper Quality. A Survey was also ordered on the 
bad Bread of the Squadron, which would have taken place before 
this, but h,as been prevented by your own conduct. 

With respect to the Beef, Captain Stephens having complained 
to me of its Quality, I some time ago examined it, an<l finding 
it bad, insisted with the Contractor that none shoul<l be supplied 
but what was good, and when such could not be procure<l that 
Mutton should be supplied in lieu, such being the nature of the 
Contract, and on the 4th of September I issued a puLlick Order 
to the Squadron, for the Butcher as well as an Officer from each 
Ship to attend the Killing of the Beef and to permit none to be 
killed but what was good. With resp_ect to the Officers having 
choire pieces, it is improper, although 1t has been long a Custom 
in the Navy, an<l in such cases it has been the practice to charno 

. 0 

one poun<l in seven upon such pieces, whilst meat so charged is 
thrown into the Ship's Company's provisions, but Orders shall 
he given that no such thing be permitted to take place in future 
in the Squadron. 

Of Rum there is not any in the Squadron excepting in tho 
Trcrncndo1ts, and that for four days only for her Complement, 
which may be serve<l out if rec1uired. The Contract for Spirit 
and Wine is that they shall be perfectly good, and I do believe 
the Agent Victualler and Contractor do their utmost to have 
them agreeable to Contract, aml when any of the said Articles 
have been complained of, I have immediately ordered a Survey 
thereon and the Wine or S1Jirits has been condemned accordin"ly 

, " ' lmt there have been few sueh Complaints, as both these Artidt>s 
l::icnetl to tbc :Fleet ha, c bt>ell in general good. 
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Tobacco is an Article which it is impossible for the Pursers to 
purchase in this Colony at the price they are authorized by 
Government to issue it to the Ship's Company, and no advanced 
price can be charged, but should Tobacco arrive which can be 
purchased within the limited price, it shall be procured. 

It is the Purser's duty to furnish perfectly good Weights and 
Measures, and it is that of the Commanders to see that they do 
so, consequently when any deficiency is discovered and reported 
to the Captain, he must correct the same immediately, as the 
Men are not to be defrauded, and if sufficient proof can be brought 
by any that they have been sufferers either through fraud or 
Mistake, they shall be paid short allowance Money accordingly, 
but it is impossible to know what the Amount of this will be 
without an investigation of the Cases by three Captains, for 
which an Order shall be issued. 
. With respect to the conduct of the Fleet at home, or the 
increase of Pay, Provisions or other advantages that have been 
granted to the Navy, I have no Official information whatever, 
but shall be very happy to communicate such when it arrives, 
and to see it strictly executed. And I wish to God the different 
Ships Companies in this Squadron had with patience waited the 
Arri val of such information from England, and not taken the 
Steps they have already done in turning several of their Officers 
on Shore, and committing other Acts highly repugnant to the 
Laws of their Country, which expressly direct that Courts Martial 
~hall take Cognizance of all ca.uses of Complaint against every 
individual in the Service, and without such enquiry I have not 
authority to take from the Officers the situations they are placed 
in, it is therefore absolutely ueccssary that the different Ships 
Companies should recall their Officers, when complaints made 
against any of them may be legally investigated, by which Conduct 
and a Return of the several Crews to their Duty as formerly, I 
shall be convinced of the propriety of their intentions, and will 
then have much pleasure in smoothing the Way to a general 
Atnnesty. 

(Signed) T. PRINGLE. 
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[Enclosure O.] 

[ Reply of the Delegates to the abovr,.] 

Srn,-The Articles addressed to you was agreed to by the whole 
Squadron and those respecting the Beef and Spirits are implicitly 
agreed to providing that the oldest stores of Spirits is first used 
in the Squadron and that provided in future be of a sufficient 
Quality. If Tobacco cannot be procured at the Navy Price we 
are agreeable to Pay any Extra Price not exceeding three for 
two. 

As for the Officers that has been sent on shore from the different 
Ships in the Squadron there has been sufficient cause of complaint 
against them, it is determined by the several Ships Companys 
not to serve under them again on any terms whatever. 

As for the Bread this is in Part but not fully redressed. We 
are of opinion that this Quality of Bread has been served not 
through any scarcity of the Colony as several Ships since the 
Practice has prevailed have sailed from this Place loaded with 
Wheat and Flour, viz., Hannah, Queen, & others. We therefore 
think it high time this abuse removed entirely. And are 
determined to remain our present situation until these objections 
is settled to our Satisfaction. In Witness hereof we hereby 
subscribe our Hands. 

Signed as in Enclosure M. 

[Enclosure P.) 

Memorandum of the Admiral. 

The Admiral is extremely sorry to observe that the Ships 
Companies seem to doubt his Word. He has said positively that 
he will exert all his Authority consistent with the Laws of his 
Country to redress every complaint laid before him. 

The Admiral's determination therefore can only rest on tho 
Ships Companies recalling those Officers who chuso to return, 
and then bringing forward in a Manly and Legal Way the 
complaints they may have against them, that those Officers may 
to.kc their Trial for such Offences by the Laws of their Country. 
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Respecting the Bread he hoped he was fully explicit, but he 
says again that the present Bread shall be surveyed, and that 
in Future it shall be as good as can be obtained agreeable to the 
Rules of the Service. 

The Admiral is much Hurl and Astonished that the Ships 
Companies are not perfectly satisfied with his decision, as he does 
not think it required a moment's consideration. 

The Admiral wishing to shew every attention to the Ship's 
Companies of the Squadron that lays in his power grants them 
till to-morrow to reconsider his resolutions. 

[Enclosure Q.1 

Reply of the Delegates. 

Sm,-We the members entrusted with the present concerns of 
the Scinadron by our respective Ships Companys are after proper 
considerations therein instructed to infonn you that we are perfectly 
satisfied of your good Intentions and that we are likewise satisfied 
respecting the future Regulations that is to take place concerning 
the Bread and the other part of our complaints. Tobacco we do 
not desire If not possible to be bought within the limited price 
before mentioned. 

We are likewise instructed to inform you that we are agreeable 
consistent with the Law of our Country to draw up our charges to 
be exhibited by the ships cd'ncerned against the several Officers 
Dismissed from the Squadron that they might be tried by Court 
Martial, providing that those Court Martials does not take place 
until those Officers and Ships may arrive in England, those 
Officers not to serve in the Squadron and that we the Undersigned 
do pledge ourselves In behalf of our respective Ships Companys to 
support those Charges that may be exhibited against them and to 
be answerable for consequences. 

A General Indemnity and Amnesty for the past conduct of all 
and every individual of the Squadron, including the Vindictive to 
all intents and purposes is requested and that you and the several 
~aptains in the Squadron do sign the same on those Articles sent 
~n at first with the Grievances of the Squadron and we will 
immediately return to our respective Duty with Quietness and 
cheerfulness. 
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It is likewise requested that none of the undersigned members 
be draughted from the respective Ships that they be ready on 
all occasions to answer to those charges when they may be brought 
forward. 

By Order of the Undersigned Members. 

Signed as in Enclosure M. 

[Enclosure R.] 

Letter of the Delegates. 

Srn,-W e the Persons appointed by the Ships Companys of the 
Squadron Understand that you should wish for to Speak with us 
on the Quarter Deck we the said Persons Are Disiered to Inform 
you that it his the Wish of the Different Ships Companys in the 
Squadron That What Ever you might have to say to us The said 
Persons that his Appointed by the Different Ships that you will 
send the same in wrighting And we the saicl Persons will do the 
same In Return. 

Signed as in Enclosure M. 

lEnclosure S.] 

Letter from the Admiral. 

Tremendous, SIMON'S BAY, October 10th, 1797. 

The Admiral feels pleasure that the Ships Companies seem now 
convinced that there is nothing he wishes more than to redress all 
their Grievances in the fullest possible manner. But ho has 
desired tho Captains to point out to them that their mode of 
wishing to accomplish it appears to him to be in many l)oints less 
effectual for their General Good than his own propositions, and in 
order to convince them of it, he makes those Observations as the 
more immediate method of doing away tho only Obstacle which 
now remains in the way of General Tranquillity. 

In the first place it is requisite to remove tho Idea that his 
present re~ulutions are forced from him, whieh would nmder 
Lhat General Anrnesty illegal, a,; ally rneafllll'C which hati the 
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nppearnnce of being forced would be thought by the Government 
of England to be unlawful, and consequently will render the 
Question, namely a General Amnesty, liable to be brought forward 
a second time. 

Whereas upon the Officers being recalled and as soon as is 
possible the Ships Companies who have complaints against their 
Officers to establish their respective Charges, the Admiral will then 
see it his Duty immediately to order those Officers accused under 
arrest until a sufficient number of Captains not concerned can be 
assembled to try them for the same. 

The Admiral and his Captains are of opinion that this is the 
speediest and best means of doing away the only remaining 
difficulty, and then he can Proclaim by Public orders what he so 
much wishes, a General Anincsty. And trusting that Tranquillity 
is on the point of being perfectly re-established the Admiral wishes 
to appoint Ten o'clock tomonow Morning for the Ships Companies 
to shew him and the whole Fleet that they are in every point 
satisfied and returned to their Duty. 

The contents of this paper were meant to have been communi­
cated verbally to them by the Captains of the Fleet, but agreeable 
to their request it is now sent in writing, any part of it wanting 
explanation had better be done without loss of Time. 

[Enclosure T.J 

Proclamation by the Admiral. 

Ships Companies !-The only thing now wanting to restore 
General Tranquillity is your agr eing to bring those Officers to a 
~ourt Martial immediately or as soon as it can b assembled 
independent of the Captains concerned. On your assent to this • 
and immediate return to Duty the Admiral then Promises a 
General Amnesty. 

(Signed) 
Xnme,uloua , llU, October. 
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fEnclosure U. l 
Proclamation by the Admiral. 

By THOMAS PRINGLE, EsQRE., Rear Admiral of the Red and Com­
mander in (Jhiej of Ilis Majesty's Ships and Vessels crnployed 
and to be employed at the Cape of Good HQ])c and the Seas 
adjacent, &e., &c., &e. 

A Proclamation for Pardoning such Seamen and Marines of the 
Squadron under my Command at Simon's and Table Bay as have 
been concerned in any Act of Mutiny, Disobedience of Orders, or 
any Breach or Neglect of Duty, and who have now returned to 
Good Order and the regular Discharge of their Duty. 

Whereas it has this Day been Officially represented to Me that 
the Seamen and Marines on board His Majesty's Squadron in 
Simon's and Table Bay under my Command have returned to the 
regular and Ordinary Discharge of their Duty according to the Rules 
and Practice of the Navy, I have thought fit to issue this my 
Proclamation, and I do hereby grant my Pardon and General 
Amnesty to all such Seamen and Marines now serving on board 
the Squadron who so returned to the regular and ordinary Discharge 
of their Duty. 

Given under my hand on board the Tremend01ts in Simon's Bay 
the 12th Day of October 1797. 

To the Respective Commanders and Commanding Officers of His 
Majesty's Ships and V essols in Simon's and Table Bay, Cape of 
Good Hope. 

(Signed) T. PmNGLE. 

[Original.] 

Letter from the EARL OJ<' MACARTNEY to the RmnT lIONOURABU~ 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CASTLE OF GOOD IlorE, October 13th 1707. 

Sm,-The departure of a Danish neutral Vessel for Europe 
offers mo an opportunity of writing a few lines to you, to acquaint 
you with an affair which has just happened here, and which, from 
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the usual exaggeration of intelligence, might occasion much alarm 
if not truly represented and explained. 

The news of the late mutiny in the British Navy arrived here 
on the 31st August by the Arn,iston East Indiaman bound to 
China. We learned from her that it had been quelled at Ports­
mouth, but still continued at the Nore. 

Admiral Pringle's Squadron was lying in Simon's Bay, except 
the Vindictive, Captain Gardner, which was waiting at this place 
for orders. On the 2nd instant some strong symptoms of mutiny 
appeared on board the latter, but were soon got the better of by 
the prudence and spirit of her Commander. A few days after, 
however, on Saturday the 7th instant, the Flag Ship in Simon's 
Bay took the lead, and was followed by all the rest in complaining 
of grievances, depriving the Officers of their commands, appointing 
Committees and Delegates, and imitating all the rebellious for­
malities of the naval mutineers in England. As the Admiral writes 
by this conveyance, I leave to him to transmit the whole detail 
and particulars of their proceedings during the time they lasted, 
which was till yesterday at noon, when the Royal Standard was 
hoisted on board the Trenicndous, as a signal of good order aud 
discipline being re-established in the Fleet, a confirmation of 
which was immediately communicated to me by the Admiral 
in the inclosed letter, which I now have the honor of sending 
to you. 

I am also happy to be able, at the same time, to inform you 
that in consequence of the measures which I mentioned to you in 
my dispatch of the 10th July tho.t I had adopted, the Inhabitants 
of the district of Graaff Reinet had returned to a proper sense of 
Lheir duty, and submitted to the authority of Government. I 
have &c. 

(Signed) MACARTNEY. 

[Original.] 

Latter fto11t th l~AHL OF MACAI,TNEY to the RIGit'l' lioNOUR.\IlLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CASTLE OF Goon IIorE, October Ht11 1707. 

Rm,-J trouble you with tho present lotter to inform you that 
tho Whaler limtliill, Captain Vay, who sails from hence this day, 
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has on board a Dutch Prisoner, ,T acob de Freyn, whom I have 
thought it best for the Public Service to send to England by this 
opportunity, and at the same time to recommend that he should 
not be speedily released or exchanged, as he is a very shrewd 
dangerous fellow and commanded the Dutch Brig taken at 
Delagoa Bay, that was fitted out from Batavia, and sent with a 
design of exciting insurrection at Graaff Reinet, according to the 
information I had the honor of sending you in my letter of the 
14th August. 

The Agent for Prisoners and Transports writes to his Board 
upon the subject by this opportunity. I have &c. 

(Signed) MACARTNEY. 

[ Original. J 
Letter from the EAUL OF MACARTNEY to the IlIGIIT HONOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CASTLE OF Goo» HoPE, October 20th 1797. 

Srn,-In pursuance of His Majesty's 9th instruction, I have 
endeavoured to procure the most accurate information that I could 
relative to the paper money circulating in this Colony, and I have 
now the honor to lay before you the result of my enquiries upon 
the subject. 

The inclosed papers, marked 1 and 2, contain answers to the 
several Queries which I was directed to propose. They are dravro. 
up, the first by Mr. Van Rhynevelcl, the ·Fiscal, the second by 
Mr. Goetz, formerly the public Secretary of this Settlement, both 
of them able men, and well qualified in general to form a sound 
opinion upon most things, but how far they may be biassed in this 
particular instance by the prejudices of birth, education, employ­
ment, or other circumstances, my short experience here will not 
permit me to pronounce. I send Mr. Goetz's original in :French 
as delivered to me, that Gentleman not being sufficiently Master 
of our language to compose in English. To these papers I have 
added another, No. 3, drawn up by Mr. Maxwell, my private 
Secretary, arnl one of the two U mler Scerctaries and registers of 
this Colony. 
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Without troubling you with much detail, which indeed these 
<documents render unnecessary, I shall now briefly state the case, 
:and deliver my own sentiments, as they arise from the consideration 
of it. 

The paper money, tho' all of the same form and fabric, is to be 
~xamined as consisting of three parts, viz. 

The first issue by the Dutch Government before the 
capture . 

'J'he second issue by Sir James Craig since the 
capture . 

'l'he original sum lent to Individuals thro the Bank, 
out of which 14,500 rixdollars were taken by Sir 
James Cmig in 1796, which sum of 14,500 rix­
dollars is therefore now in circulation upon the 
same footing as the paper of the first and second 
issue 

Rds. Rt. 

631,521 30 

250,000 0 

659,755 2 

Total circulating paper 1,541,276 32 

The original sum of Rixdollars 631,521-30, equal to £126,304-9-0 
'Sterling, was issued in consequence of the public distress in 1781 
by the Dutch Company, for which it is conceived that the former 
property, or dead stock in lands and houses in this Colony stand as 
a security, according to the 8th Article of the Capitulation of 
September the 16th 1795 ... (Article quoted). 

From the above article, as it is worded, it would seem as if the 
Colony had previously taken a specific mortgage or security upon 
the lands and houses of the Company for guarantying the paper 
money issued under the authority of the latter, but it was no such 
thing. When the money was first borrowed in 1781 by the 
Government from the Inhabitants, it was promised to be restored 
to them as soon as the expected Ships should arrive from Holland, 
Lut in the mean time paper or parchment was substituted in its 
place and thus introduced into circulation, under the general 
supposition of the Company standing as the security, but in the 
original proclamation of the Government there is not a syllal>le 
Mid of lands and houses, therofore by artifice on ona side the lands 
and houses were proposed, and hy misapprehension or oversight on 
the other were admitted and particularly mentioned in the Capitu­
lation, as accorded and explained by the General and Admiral 
themselves, not only as a ple<lge for the paper 1Poney from the 
13ritish Government, lmt !ht• British GoYcrnmcnt acknowledges 
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itself as the Tenant, to the holders of the paper, for the buildings, 
&c., and so entitled to the use of them. 

The matter then being settled upon this footing, we must now 
take it as we find it, and enquire whether the lands and houses 
will answer the debt. Most certainly not. I have employed 
much pains to learn their value, but the lands only are capable of 
being fairly estimated, for I put the forts, batteries, lines, &c., 
quite out of the question, as they can be applied to no other use, 
and we might with equal propriety talk of the new works at 
Portsmouth and Plymol.\th, or Tilbury Fort, as a security for 
Exchequer bills in England. The Barracks and Magazines might 
indeed be sold, and adapted to civil purposes, if Government could 
forego the use of them, but they are at present in so dilapidated 
a condition that it will cost a considerable sum to put them into 
proper repair. The lands, if sold, which they can only be to 
advantage at a future day, when peace and security shall be 
restored, would not, I imagine, fetch a fourth part of the paper 
money supposed to be charged on them, but some of these lands, 
being indispensably necessary to Government, can never be sold at 
all. It follows, therefore, that the Security, as it is called, of the 
lands and houses for the paper money, is a mere illusion, as not 
being convertible into immediate value, and that in reality the 
paper money depends upon the credit and solidity of the Govern­
ment alone. 

In the same light then, and on the same footing, I consider the 
250,000 rixdollars of paper money created by Sir James Craig, the 
whole of which was delivered to Mr. Ross, the Deputy Paymaster 
General here, towards defraying the expences of the military 
service, and thus thrown into circulation. This paper is in fact 
a loan to the English Treasury, and may be annihilated by the 
Treasury remitting the amount in specie to buy it up, lmt I 
doubt whether such a measure would be at present advisable, 
because, besides the immediate inconvenience that in these times 
of Public difficulty and distress would arise from the paying off so 
large a sum, which it has now the use of without having given any 
specific value or security in exchange, or even paying any interest 
for it, I am disposed to think that this additional new paper 
together with the old, is not more than sufficient, considering the 
increased transactions of the Colony, to carry on the internal trade, 
and that if it were now paid off, we might soon find it necessary 
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to coin paper afresh to replace it, for the conveniency of the 
inhabitants. 

Thus then the whole sum outstanding, for which Government 
is responsible, amounts to Rixdollars 631,521-30 old paper at the 
surrender 1795, Rixdollars 250,000 new paper coined by Sir 
James Craig in 1797, to which is to be added Rixdollars 14,500 
taken from the Bank by Sir James Craig in 1796, by which its 
former capital of 659,755-2 is so much lessened and reduced to 
the sum of Rixdollars 645,255-2. Total Rixdollars 8!36,021-30. 

The value of the other paper in circulation is, as above stated, 
llixdollars 645,255-2, being the present capital of the Bank lent 
out thro their Channel by Government to Individuals, on the 
security of their lands and houses, with the additional guarantee 
of two responsible persons. A clear 4 per cent, or about 25,000 
rixdollars per annum, one year with another, arises to Government 
from this operation, which appears to me rather a singular one, 
and different from the practice and policy of most other States. 
It has elsewhere been usually adopted, as a wise maxim, to make 
the Government debtor to the Subject, that the subject may be 
the more interested in the prosperity and safety of the Govern­
ment, but here (at the Cape of Good Hope) where so many of 
the subjects are debtors to Government, a total subversion of all 
Government is said to be looked to by a great number as a desir­
able event, concluding by a perverse analogy that as a subversion 
of Government in America and in France had pulverized and 
annihilated the debts of the State to Individuals, so a subversion 
at the Cape would aholish all the debts of Individuals to the 
State. And this curious notion is one among the several causes 
of Jacobin principles, which are supposed to pervade a consider­
able mass of the people in this Colony. But to return. 

If it were found to be true that the paper circulation here 
(that is to say Rix:dollars 1,541,276-32 in the whole, being Hix­
dollars 896,021-30 the amount of the paper for which Govern­
ment is responsible, and Hixdollars 645,255-2 being the amount 
of the papt>.r for which the Bank is responsible) be too much by 
250,000 Hixdollars, the sum created by Sir James Craig, as is 
hinted in the Fiscal's and Mr. Goetz's remarks, I am, however, 
hy no means of opinion that those 250,000 Hixdollars should be 
the first discharged and withdrawn, as they would recommend, 
Lut I am perfectly clear that it would be a right measure to get 
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rid of the Bank entirely, which might be done by gi'adualiy 
transferring the mortgages to Individuals and to the moniecl 
bodies at the Cape, such as the Orphan Chamber and other 
charitable institutions charged with pecuniary administrations, 
who might be empowered and directed to lay out the balances 
accruing from time to time under their management, in the 
purchase of Bank mortgages and securities till the whole bank 
capital should be reimbursed and paid off. 

This would probably be an operation of two or three years, 
during which period, if any unforeseen inconvenience arose, it 
might be corrected in proper time ; if not, it would regularly 
proceed, and at the end of the period the paper circulation would 
be diminished by 645,255 Ri,,:dollars, the Government woulcl be 
relieved from its debtors, and the Bank cease to be an instrument 
of mistaken policy and exceptionable profit. It is true, that by 
cancelling this paper the Government would lose the interest of 
it, which produces a revenue of about Rixdollars 25,000 or £5,000 
per annum, but being a revenue of a very recent creation, of an 
unnatural growth, and of a usurious nature, it might be replacecl 
by some other resource more advantageous a.a well as more 
honorable to the State. In my letter of the 5th of September 
I requested a quantity of Cartons (150,000) to be sent out here, 
such as had been formerly made in Holland and transmitted 
from thence to be stamped and signed at the Cape, and then 
issued as paper money. My meaning was that they might be 
ready at hand, if wanted, because it may perhaps be judged proper 
to order the whole present circulating paper to be new modelled 
and emitted under new signatures and under a new stamp, which 
latter instrument the change of Masters now seems to render 
necessary to be provided for this Colony, and which I therefore 
beg leave to submit to your consideration. In the inclosurc 
No. 4 are several specimens of various kinds of stamped and 
signed notes, as now current here from i of a rixdollar to GO 
rixdollars, that is to say of the lowest to the highest denomination. 
My idea is that all the paper should be called in before a certain 
fixed day, and exchangecl for other, and that all the old paper 
not brought in 1.Jefore that day, and then outstanding, should 
be declared null and void and of no further currency or value. 
By this means we might be able pretty nearly to discover the 
whole real amount of the circulation, which some pcrsonR, c·al-
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culating on a probable deficiency occasioned by loss or oblitera­
tion, consider to be less than what appears on the Register, but 
which, others computing the possible increase by fraud and 
forgery, suspect to be much more than it ought to be. Till the 
operation I recommend shall be gone thro, no estimate can be 
made with precision, or indeed with any ground to rest a measure 
upon. The old Cartons which I sent in my letter of the 5th of 
September were intended as models or patterns for the new, but 
I cannot avoid thinking that the ingenuity and dexterity of 
English Artists might devise a much better substitute, with 
proper marks or characters easy to distinguish, and yet not easy 
to counterfeit. I have here added another curious paper, No. 5, 
being a copy of the list of lands and buildings, or dead stock of 
the late Dutch Company at this place, on which, by the Capitu­
lation, the paper money at that time in circulation is conceived 
to be secured. This list with the estimate of its value was made 
out a few years ago (in 1793) in order to convey to the Public 
in Holland a favourable idea of the Company's funds at the Cape 
of Good Hope, hut however it might have answered that purpose 
in Holland, no person here upon the spot, where it was drawn 
up, could for a moment be the dupe of such a deception. If a docu­
ment of this kind, in which fortifications, lines, batteries, &c. are 
represented as a serious security for money, were to be considered 
of any authority, the additional works in the Engineer's Department 
undertaken here by Sir James Craig's order since our possession 
of the Colony, might with equal foundation be tendered as an 
adequate pledge to the Settlement for the additional paper issued 
by him, as they probably would not fall short of the value. 

You have now before you the principal information upon the 
subject of the paper currency of this Colony that I have been 
able to collect and digest. The System that it may be judged 
expedient to form for its future regulation will probably take 
up a good deal of time, and indeed it merits much deliberation, 
but it is absolutely necessary in the mean while regularly to 
supply us here with specie sufficient to discharge the subsistance 
of the Soldiery, for which, with the Staff and some incidental 
expences, cash must be provided in all events. These amount 
to about £50,000 per annum, but would amount to more if the 
}{egiments were all complete, which they tu·e far from being at 
J>resent, and to this sum should be added the Hupplemental 

II. u 
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allowance lately granted in England, of which we have as yet 
no official information. This measure appears now to be in­
dispensable, because the Soldiery here have been accustomed ever 
since the capture of the place to receive their subsistance in hard 
money, and it might be dangerous at present to attempt an 
alteration. Every possible method has therefore been used to 
continue paying them in this manner, and for the purpose 
Spanish Dollars have occasionally been sent from England to 
the Deputy Paymaster General, but by no means in sufficient 
quantities to answer it fully. He has therefore been obliged, 
in order to procure gold and silver, to draw Bills often at an 
exchange disadvantageous to Government, and those articles are 
sometimes so scarce that no Bills can purchase them at any rate. 
As to the other military expences, the failure of the precious 
metals having put it out of the Paymaster General's power to 
furnish the Commissary General with specie for carrying on the 
extensive transactions of his department, the Commissary General 
has endeavoured to make his Contracts and engagements for 
paper, and must therefore pay accordingly. The silver dollar, 
or Spanish piastre, is issued to the Soldier here at five shillings, 
which is the established par of exchange, but it is sold as merchan­
dize at 20 or 30 per cent premium against paper. 

The last circumstance leads me to observe that if, contrary to 
what I have recommended in the former part of this letter, you 
should be of opinion to pay off the 250,000 Rixdollars paper 
money issued by Sir James Craig, which at par is equal to 
£50,000 Sterling, it may be done in two ways to the advantage 
of Government. One mode would be by its sernling out a 
quantity of Spanish dollars assigned to that use alone, and to 
be laid out occasionally in buying up 250,000 rixdollars worth 
of paper, according as the value of silver shall be found to exceed 
and rise above that of paper, which, as I have mentioned before, 
has been from 20 to 30 per cent ever since my arrival here. 
Another mode would be by striking a silver coin in England 
with at least one fifth alloy, expressly calculate<l. for the Cape, 
which, being so much below the standard, would proballly not 
be worth while to export from hence, and therefore would remain 
as a current money to that amount for the common use and 
conveniency of the Inhabitants. Thus suppose £40,000 intrinsic 
value, with £10,000 alloy, were coined into £50,000 nominal 
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value, in pieces of 3d, 6d, 9d, 12d, and 30rl, each class distinguished 
by a different symbol, and employed to purchase paper to the 
amount of 250,000 rixdollars or £50,000 Sterling, the paper 
circulation would be diminished to its original amount, Govern­
ment would gain considerably by it, and a new medium intro­
duced into the Colony. I have great doubt, however, whether 
any operation short of a total annihilation of the whole paper 
currency, would produce a radical benefit, but I know not how 
such annihilation can be effected, for it never could be expected 
that Government should stand to the loss, and I have no idea 
that the Colony itself will ever be able or willing to change the 
burthen, by any modification whatever either of revenue or 
security. 

I flatter myself that you will excuse me for so strongly pressing 
the regular remittance of specie here for the payment of the private 
Soldiers. I am the more solicitous on this point, because I am 
apprehensive that an idea may be entertained of the probability 
of persuading them to take their subsistance in paper, with the 
addition of the difference between it and specie. I do not 
absolutely deny the possibility of it, but I know the nature 
of these gentry so well that I could have little hopes of their 
long remaining satisfied, for from their not well comprehending 
the fluctuation of exchange, and from their suspicious nature, 
they would be apt to complain of being cheated, and would 
bring forward the circU@stance, in addition to other imaginary 
grievances. I recollect when I was Secretary of Ireland, two 
artful Soldiers of the 58th Regiment applied to My Lord Towns­
hend for redrP.ss of an injury which they pretended to have 
suffered in being paid at Gibraltar in Spanish money at an 
exorbitant rate of exchange, and altho their memorial was found 
on enquiry to have very little foundation, yet it occasioned a 
great deal of noise. Dr. Lucas and the other Patriots were 
alarmed, anc.l. the affair might have made a serious sensation 
upon the Garrison of Dublin, had it not been diverted by the 
prudence and address of the Lord Lieutenant. 

There is one thing to be observed with regard to this Colony, 
Which not occurring as far as I recollect in any other, may he 
difftcult to account for. It is this. No matlei' how the exchangn 
fluctuates, whether a Bill sells for 20 per cent, 10 per cent, at 
11ar, or below par, againRt paper, yrt still the (fold and Ril Yer 
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continue nearly of the same value and request, and seem scarcely 
at all affected by the variation. Whether it arises from a distrust 
of our stability, from a spirit of hoarding, or from some secret 
method of disposing of specie to great advantage, or from what 
other cause, I am not able to ascertain, but there is no doubt of 
the fact, and we find it operate much to our inconvenience. 
Indeed such variety of intelligence from Europe arrives here 
from time to time, that we cease to wonder at many occurrences 
which formerly would have appeared improbable or extraordinary, 
and till the fate of this place shall be determined by a peace, 
many things here must remain in their present state, which 
almost precludes systematical transactions, and consequently 
few of the rules of ordinary business will apply to our present 
circumstances. I have &c. 

(Signed) MACARTNEY. 

(The enclosures in the above despatch are of great length, but 
they throw no additional light on the subject, so they are not 
given here. The list of property referred to in the despatch 
agrees with the Inventory of property surrendered, given on 
pages 142 et seq. of the preceding volume of printed records.) 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter fro11t the WAR OFFICE to the EARL OF MACARTNEY. 

PARLIAMENT STREET, 23rd October 1797. 

MY LORD,-Since my letter of the 10th instant was written 
I have received and laid before the King Your Lordship's Dispatch 
of the 13th July with its several lnclosures, and I am commanded 
to signify to Your Lordship His Majesty's perfect approbation of 
the measures you have taken, and of the several judicious Pro­
clamations you have issued since your arrival at the Cape. 

It is with the utmost satisfaction that I enclose Lo Your 
Lordship copies of the two last Gazettes Extraordinary, con­
taining an account of the brilliant and decisive Victory obtained 
by His Majesty's :Fleet under the command of Admiral now 
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Lord Viscount Duncan over the Fleet of the Dutch Republic 
on the Coast of Holland. By this most signal advantage the 
assurance given to Your Lordship in my last Dispatch that 
the Cape of Good Hope had little to apprehend from the exertions 
of our Enemies is completely confirmed. Its publication at the 
Cape cannot fail to destroy the hopes of the disaffected and to 
add to the attachment already manifested by the great majority 
of the Settlers to His Majesty's mild and paternal Government. 

With these substantial grounds of security and in the present 
state of our Land forces in Europe, it is not thought necessary io 
send out an immediate reinforcement to the Garrison of the 
Cape. 

[Original.] 

Letter from the EARL OF MACARTNEY to the RIGHT HONOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CAPE OF Goon HOPE, October 24th 1797. 

Srn,-Inclosed I have the honor to send you several papers, 
which I have endeavoured to prepare in the best manner that 
was in my power, for your information and inspection. They 
contain statements of the probable military charge of the Govern­
ment for one Year, founded upon the expenditure of the first 
four months of the present one, preceding my arrival here in the 
beginning of May last. 

I should hope, however, that my calculation is rather high, and 
that the real charge will come below it, but in matters of this 
kind I conceive it better to be prepared for an excess than to 
run the risk of deceiving one'self by a flattering estimate. You 
will therefore please to consider these papers as the safest ground 
to rest your expectations upon. They are distributed as follows : 

No. 1. Account of subsistence paid to the Troops at the Cape 
of Good Hope. 

No. 2. Account of Clothing and contingent allowances for the 
several Regiments at the Cape of Good Hope. 

No. 3. Account of full pay to the Commissioned Officers of the 
several Regiments at the Cape of Good Hope. 

No. 4. Account of the pay of the Physicians and Surgeons of 
the General Hospital at the Cape of Good Hope. 
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No. 5. Account of pay to Staff Officers and Hospital Mates at 
the Cape of Good Hope. 

No. G. Department of the Commissary General at the Cape of 
Good Hope, with estimate of the annual expence. 

No. 7. Fortifications and estimate of the expence of them. 
No. 8. Corps of Royal Artillery and Engineers, with estimate 

of their annual expence. 
No. 9. Abstract of the estimated expence of the military charge 

at the Cape of Good Hope for the year 1797. 
To these articles of charge ought to be added the value of rice, 

grain, timber, gunpowder, &c., which were written for to India by 
Sir James Craig under the apprehensions of scarcity, but not being 
yet all delivered, the account cannot be made up for some time. I 
have &c. 

(Signed) MACARTNEY. 

(Enclosure No. 1.) 

Account of Subsistence of the Non commissioned Officers and 
Privates of the different Regiments at the Cape of Good Hope, 
as issued by the Deputy Paymaster General, deducting for rations 
and Hospital Charges. 

8th Regiment of Light Dragoons 
28th Do. Do. 
Scotch Brigade Foot 
84th Regiment Do. 
86th Do. Do. 
98th Do. Do. 

£5,3()2 13 3 
5,518 4 11 
7,455 7 1 
9,443 1D 4 
7,903 10 3 
3,430 3 4 

£:l9,l 73 18 2 

N.Il. This suusistencc must all be paid in sterling money hard 
cash. 

(Enclosure No. 2.) 

Account of Clothing and Contingencies for the Military Es­
tablishment at the Cape of Good Hope, viz. 

(Details not copied) Total £28,133 - 13 - 2 

N.B. The above is as near as I could calculate it, but I am 
disposed to think it rather less than the real amount. 
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(Enclosure No. 3.) 

Account of full pay to the Officers of the Military Establish­
ment at the Cape of Good Hope, viz. 

(Details not copied) Total £40,435 -18 -4 

N.B. The above is the full pay (subsistence and aITears) of the 
Commissioned Officers, and does not go thro the hands of the 
Deputy Paymaster General, but is drawn for on the Agents of 
the Regiments in England by the Regimental Paymasters here. 

(Enclosure No. 4.) 

Account of Pay to the Physicians and Surgeons of the Military 
Hospital at the Cape of Good Hope. 

( Details not copied) Total £2,828 -15 - 0 

(Enclosure No. 5.) 

Account of Pay to Staff Officers and Hospital Mates belonging 
to the :Military Establishment at the Cape of Good Hope, viz. 

(Details not copied) Total £8,1~1- 5 - 0 

(Enclosure No. 6.) 

Account of the Department of the Commissary General, in 
which aro included the Deputy Quarter Master General's and 
Deputy Barrack Master General's departments for one year, 
caleulated upon the expences of the four months of January, 
.February, March, & April 17U7. • 

(Details not copied) Total £134,965 -12- 0 

Observations. 

Item Slave Lodge £-!,!513- G- 0. The expence of the Slaves 
may be reduced at a peace, and that department put upon another 
footing, hut during the War, and considering the various services 
which cannot be otherwise performed, it should remain as it is. 
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Item Hottentot Corps. The Hottentot Corps was put on its 
present establishment by Sir James Craig, and consists of about 
300 Men. The whole expence of it is as follows : For fresh 
provisions £1,843 - 5 - 0, for bread £907 17 -11, for clothing, 
pay, and contingent expences £728 -18 - 0, total £3,480 - 0 -11. 

(Enclosure No. 7.) 

Fortifications.-Sums necessary to complete the works already 
begun, and for erecting a new work on Devil's point, deemed 
expedient by Sir James Craig £27,978- 9- 9 

N.B. This is too high a calculation, as the Engineer informs 
me, but in that Department it has appeared to me, wherever I 
have been, to be the safest way to make a very ample allowance. 

(Enclosure No. 8.) 

Corps of Royal Artillery and Engineers.-Estimated sum for 
the annual expence of these Corps £5,000 - 0 - 0 

(Enclosure No. 9.) 

Abstract of the estimated expence of the Military Establishment 
at the Cape of Good Hope for one Year, to consist of 5,000 Men, 
with the present strength of the Artillery and Engineer Corps, 
and also the Hottentot Corps, and others attached : 

No.1 £39,17:3 18 2 
No. 2 28,la:l 13 2 
No. 3 40,435 18 4 

o. 4 2,828 15 0 
No. 6 8,121 5 0 
No. 6 13-1,965 12 0 
No. 7 27,!)78 9 9 
No. 8 5,000 0 0 

Total £286,637 11 5 
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f Original.] 

Letter from ADMIRAL PRINGLE to EVAN NEPEAN, EsQRE. 

Tremendou8 IN TABLE BAY, 

CAPE OIi' Goon HoPE, the 3l8t October, 1797. 

Srn,-The Ship by which this goes, the Pritzlar, a South Sea 
Whaler, being but an uncertain conveyance, I do not judge it 
advisable to entrust by her Particulars relative to the State or 
Wants of the Squadron under my command, but I must embrace 
even this opportunity of Requesting you will strongly impress the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty with the absolute necessity 
there is of immediately sending to this Station a large supply of 
Na val Stores of every denomination and also of Salted Provisions 
as well as of Bread kind. I am, &c. 

(Signed) T. PRINGLE. 

[Original.] 

Letter from REAR ADMIRAL CHRISTIAN to EVAN NEPEAN, EsQRE. 

La Virginie, CowEs ROAD, Nov. 4th 1797. 

Srn,-I have this moment received the order of my Lords Com­
missioners of the Admiralty to proceed with his Majesty's Ship La 
Virginie to the Cape of Good Hope, and there to receive from Rear 
Admiral Pringle the command of His Majesty's Ships and Vessels 
on that Station, and I am to request that you will assure their 
Lordships that I shall obey their commands in the earliest moment. 
I have also to acknowledge the receipt of the Signals to be observed 
on approaching the Cape of Good Hope, together with an order 
enclosed for Captain Hunt to put himself under my Command. 

I have &c., 

(Signed) Ruan C. CHRISTIAN. 
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[Original.l 

Letter from the EARL OF MACARTNEY to the Rmm Ifo.·ouI:.ADLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

0ASTLE 011' Gooo HOPE, Ncmmiber 1217 1707. 

Sm,-Inclosed I have tho honor to transmit to you the monthly 
return of His Majesty's land forces in this Govern 1ent on the 1st 
instant, as also the weekly state of the same on the seventh. 

In my letter of the 13th ultimo I informed you that the mutiny 
which had broke out among the ~amen of the quadron at Simon's 
Bay was then suppressed, and that good order and discipline were 
restored. N evertbeless, soon aftenvards, upon the return of the 
Men of War that had been sent to St. Helena with the Con\"oy 
(the Admiral and his Fleet being then come rountl to Table Hay) 
some fresh disturbances arose on board some of the f-\hip:3, and fur 
several days bore a very serious appearance. The vigorous 
measures which hnse been taken will, I trust, have effectually 
quelled them, and every precaution is taken to prevent their 
re Yi val. 

As Admiral Pringle writes hy this opportunity, I shall not enter 
into any detail of the circumstances of this affair, but it is my duty 
to add that the temper, prll(lence, ancl steadiness with which he 
conducted himself thro the Jiffwulties he had to encouuter Jo him 
great honor. 

During the continuance of these commotions on board, Ooncral 
Durnlas came to Town every day from Camp, and hy his pr qence, 
spirit, and activity greatly contrilmted to the J>rrn,crvation of good 
order ancl tranquillity on, horc, arnl the Fi~cal, :'.\Ir. Yan lthyneYeld, 
who is the first civil Oillcor under myself, had much merit on this 
occasion, as indeetl on all others, in the faithful di ·charge of the 
duties of his department. 

To 11revent the contagion of one corps from commuuienting to 
another, and to keep the military in e.·ercise arn.l activity, it was 
judged host, on consulting with General Dundas, to Jiversify the 
service, antl to put the greater part of the Troops under can ms in 
the ncighbourhoo<l of the Town, leaving a suflicienl munher for tho 
Ganison of the Castle and usual services. The present <li lrilmtion 
will appear upon the monthly return incloscd, and l should think 
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it likely to contribute, not only to the good discipline of the 
8oldiery, but also to their cheerfulness and health. 

We now begin to grow a little impatient for the arrival of news 
from England. I have not received any lethirs, either public or 
private, of a later date than of the six.th of :March. I have &c. 

(Signed) MAC,UtT.'EY. 

[ Original. J 
Lett, r Jroui AmnR.\.L Pm.·GLE to EVA:N .1:T:EPEAN, EsQitE. 

Tremrndou~ IN TABLE BAY, 

CAPE OF Gooo HOPE, 15th November 1707. 

Sm,-The situation of the .1:Taval department here requiring much 
more ample and minute explanations than can possibly be given 
by letter, and the Cowt Martial on Captain Stephens of the 
1'rcmcndous having Honourably acquitted Him, I cannot give a 
stronger mark of my approbation of His Conduct and ,Tudgement 
than by charging him with my dispatches to England, and I request 
to refer Their Lordships to him for every particular they may wish 
to know relative to this station. . . . I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. Pm::-.GLE. 

l Original. J 
Lcthr /ruin the EARL OF MAcAuT.:-;EY to the IlrnuT IIo::-.ouRAllLE 

Ill:. 'lff UUNl)AS. 

CASTLE OF Oooo IlOPt1, Not•tmw(r 2Gllt 1707. 

Sm,-I have hail tho honor of Rtating to you in several of my 
Letter· the great distress under which we labor for money to pay 
the Troops aIHl tho other military charges. iTO Hpecie bas lieen 
received hon.1 from England Rince the lieginning of ::\lay last, and 
the o.·dumgc is every day falling, so that even when money can 
b' olitaine1l for bills, the t1\nns grow of course more disadvantageous 
to Uovernment. Upon l\Ir. Ross, the Deputy Paymaster General's 
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representations to me of his difficulties, I was under the necessity 
of writing to St. Helena, where I thought it possible that a supply 
might be procured, but after every exertion I could only obtain 
£2500 at the utmost, and even th!lt sum was not to be raised at an 
interest less than twelve per cent. . . . . You will please from 
the above to observe the disadvantages incurred by our being 
obliged to procure money in this manner, and consequently how 
desirable it is that measures should be soon taken at home for 
preventing such inconveniences in future. 

The Government of Bombay, in consequence of Sir James Craig's 
letter to them dated the 2nd March last, have sent two Ships laden 
with all the articles (except Gunpowder) which he wrote for, but 
from the want of Schouts and small craft (which has been often 
represented to the East India Company by Mr. Pringle their Agent 
here) the delivery of their Cargoes goes on very slow, so that I am 
not yet able to write to you, as I wish to do, on the subject of 
them. I have only to mention at present that the Bombay govern­
ment having thought proper to grant certificates on this Govern­
ment for the whole value the moment it was shipped, a very heavy 
demand came at once upon us, which it was impossible to parry 
for a moment. I have therefore been under the necessity of 
directing the Paymaster General to furnish the Commissary 
General with the necessary funds to discharge it. 

I stiU continue without any letters from England either public 
or private of a later date than the 6th of March last. I have &c. 

(Signed) MACARTNEY. 

[ Original.J 

Letter from the EARL OF MACARTNEY to the RIGHT IloNOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CASTLE OF Goon HoPE, November 27111 17!>7. 

Sm,-Inclosed I have the honor of transmitting to you a list; of 
the several Ships that have touched at the Cape of Good Hope 
from the day of my arrival till this time, also the books and 
accounts of the Collector of the Customs brought down to the end 
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of September, from whence some idea may be formed of the 
commercial state of this place. 

The ignorance in which I still remain of the East India 
Company's intentions, with regard to the mode of supplying us 
with goods from the eastward, for our necessary consumption, lays 
me under a good deal of embarrassment, and I do not find that the 
Presidencies of India are as yet better informed than myself upon 
this subject. Nevertheless, the Government .of Fort George on 
hearing of our distress for many articles, gave permission to some 
private Merchants there to send us a couple of ships, whose cargoes, 
tho by no means adequate to our wants, were of considerable relief 
to us, and I have been obliged also to allow several of the East 
India Company's Ships, that have called here, to land certain 
goods, the want of which, from the interruption of the usual 
supply, since the capture of this place, began to be severely felt, 
and occasioned infinite embarrassment to the Inhabitants. A 
neutral Ship or two, on their way to Europe or America, have had 
permission to sell some coffee and sugar, which two articles were 
not to be procured from any of our own Ships. An inspection of 
the Custom-house books now transmitted, which give a detail of 
the imports, will show that I have suffered to be entered no 
articles whatsoever, but such as were for immediate consumption, 
and which there could be no temptation, and indeed scarcely a 
possibility of re-exporting. I am aware, however, that every 
indulgence is liable to degenerate into abuse, and therefore should 
hope that the East India Company, in whom by law is now 
vested the proper supply of the Cape of Good Hope from the 
Eastward, will adopt such a system for the purpose, as to give 
no pretence for asking indulgences, or for any deviation from 
the regular course of business. I must not omit to menfrm au 
.additional reason, which operated upon me to permit the importation 
above mentioned. It enabled me to procure a supply of money 
for the military expences, as I made it a condition with the 
merchants that they should purchase the Deputy Paymaster 
General's bills with the proceeris, and make their remittances 
thro that Channel, and yet after all, such are the embarrass­
ments here at present that he has been obliged to take bonds 
payable at a distant day, instead of ready money, a measure that 
nothing but extreme distress could authorize. 

Th.c trade here since my arriva 1, it will he ohscrverl, has hc(1n 
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chiefly confined to necessaries for the consumption of the place. 
Scarcely any exports (besides sea stores for the passing ships) have 
taken place. Indeed the former principal articles of export, 
such as corn and wine, are at the present moment almost out of 
the question, on account of the scarcity of the first, and of the 
increasing demands of the Army and the Navy for the latter. I 
have &c. 

(Signed) MACARTNEY. 

[Original.] 

Letter from ADMIRAL PHINGLE to EVAN NEPEAN, E QRE. 

Tremendous IN TABLI!: llAY, 

CAPE OF Goon HOPE, 27th No1:ember 1797. 

Sm,-You will please to acquaint the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty that His Majesty's Ship Crescent arrived in Tahle 
Bay from a cruize on the 16th ultimo, with a Spanish Brig Prize 
with Slaves from Mozambique, which having the small pox on 
board I ordered them both to Robben Island to perfonn Quarantine. 
On the 24th following the Squadron under the orders of Captain 
Edwards returned from St. Helena, by him I received Their 
Lordships' ilispatehes brought to that Island by the Intrepid, and 
in Obedience to their ilireelions signified in your letters of 4th and 
9th of 1\.fay, I have given orders for the crews of the ships under my 
command to be put on whole allowance of all i4peciei:; of Provisions 
mentioned in the Onler of Council dated the 3rd of May, and Act 
of Parliament of the 9th following, copies of which I have di,;­
tributed to the respective Ships of the Squadron, and have ordered 
the Agent Victualler to pay the short allowance Money agreeable 
to the directions contained in the aforesaid Act. 

I have also to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter dated the 
third of May, acquainting me that disturbances of a very serious 
nature had taken place among the Crews of the Ships at Spithea<l, 
in onler that being aware of the circumstances, I may be prepared 
to take the most Yigorous and effectual measures for counleracling 
any attempt that might ho made hy ill <lesigning pernons to excite 
a Spirit of Mnliny among the Rhip~ of tlw Rqnadron under my 
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command·; by my letter of the 13th of October in the Dane Ship 
Bornlwlm Their Lordships will see that their intelligence of the 
mutiny at Spithead was very unfortunately much too late to enable 
me to take the precautions therein mentioned, and it is highly to 
be regretted that I have not yet received official information of the 
Measures which we are told GoYernment has taken, relative to the 
late mutinies in England, with such good Effect, as I am con­
vinced the official information would have prevented any thing of 
the kind taking place here. 

I have now to acquaint you for Their Lordships' information that 
on the 26th ultimo a mutiny broke out on board the Ships of the 
St1uadron returned from St. Helena, which was conducted by the 
Ringleaders nearly in the same manner as that in Simon's Bay, 
and although OE. reading to the different Ships' Crews the Pro­
clamation the ma.tiny subsided for a time, yet it appeared on the 
trial of Captain Stephens (which commenced at his own request 
on the six.th instant on board the Sceptre) that the inclination to 
Riot of some of the Crews of the Squadron was not auated, fur the 
Court was insulted in the exercise of its functions on the second 
day of the trial, and on its committing to prison the offender, the 
Mutiny again broke out with the utmost violence on board the 
Sceptre, and being communicated to the Tremendous and Rattlc­
snal<'c, these ships continued in a state of tumult all the next day. 
I then judged it necessary to issue a Proclamation, of which the 
enclosed is a Copy (C), and I am happy to say it had the desired 
Effect, as early on the morning of the ninth the Crews of the three 
Ships submitted to the terms of the l'roclamation and delivered up 
the Hiugleru.lers t.-0 the number of Twenty-two, who were secured 
in the Castle. 

On the tenth the Crew of His Majesty's Ship Crescent (under 
Quarantine at Houben Island) having mutinied the prececlin<r day 

l O • 

arn sent most of their officers on shore on that Island, dispatcheJ. 
a Boat with a person calling himself a delegate to present a letter 
of Griennces to me. This person was immediately seized, and 
committed Prisoner to the Castle. I then ordered Captain Spranger 
a Member of the Comt Martial (but whieh diRpensed with his 
presence) to bring the Cl'l'sccnt from Robben Islantl to and10r 
under the Amsterdam Battery, I also ordered the Jupiter to get 
Under way anc1 enforce that meaimre if necessary, this was done 
accordingly, all(] early next morning I sent a Copy of the former 
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Proclamation (D) giving the Crew of the Crescent one hour to 
deliver up their Ringleaders, which was immediately complied with, 
when six were taken into Custody accordingly. 

On the 21st three of the Mutineers on board the Sceptre were 
condemned by a Court Martial, two of them, viz. Philip James, 
belonging to the Tremendons, and Daniel Chapman, belonging to 
the Sceptre, to suffer death, and the Sentence was carried into 
Execution on the 23rd, the other, Francis Peacock, sentenced to 
Eighteen Months Imprisonment, is now pursuant to his Sentence 
imprisoned in the Castle. The Trials of the other Offenders I 
shall order as soon as the evidences are collected for that purpose. 
I should be more particular in the detail of these circumstances 
as well as in again representing the wants of the Squadron under 
my Command, in Men, Money, Provisions, Stores, and lops, &c., 
&c., &c., but as I send Captain Stephens with my dispatches for 
the purpose of giving their Lordships information of every thing 
relative to the department under my command, I beg leave to 
refer them entirely to him, and shall only enclose Copies of two 
letters from the .Agent Victualler and Naval Storekeeper with the 
state and condition of the Squadron. 

You will further inform Their Lordships that I have sent the 
Ei1phrosyne as a Cartel to the Mauritius, with such French 
Prisoners as were in this Colony. I am, Sir, &c., 

(Signed) 

[Enclosure .A.J 

A1wnym011s J'(lpcr given to CAPTAIN BOYLES of the Raisonahle on 
the 25th October 1797. 

Srn,-We are determined that the following Officers shall go 
out of the Ship at an hours Notice, Mr. Skinner, Mr. Pasco, 
Mr. Groves, Messrs. Geran and Mann, and Pritchard, and Roberts, 
the Carpenters, and Perry Earl to be broke, Make no Appology for 
we are determined. 

I 
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[Enclosure B.] 

Docimicnt addressed to "The Inspection of REAR ADMIRAL PRINGLE, 

&c., &c. in behalf of the Crew of H.M. Ship Raisonable. 

Srn,-With permission we take upon us to approach you in this 
lll.anner, hoping it may have the desired Effect. That We labour 
under Circumstances really distressing from· one unguarded act 
Considered not really Mutinous: but Men not fit to be trusted. That 
we have not been Guilty of any Act of Inhumanity or Barbarity 
that could Stigmatize the Name of Britons, is very evident ; We 
have seen and read Your Articles, and are very willing to abide 
by Them, as we are very sensible That this is a Colony that must 
be supported and when that Provisions of a Good quality is not to 
be had, We are not so Unreasonable as to Expect it, as to the 
Officers Against whom there has been any Charges we freely 
forgive Them hoping at the same Time that We fall under the 
same Act of forgiveness and hope that no Spirit of Resentment 
will ever be able to overturn the Scale of humanity, it now rest 
wholly with Y Olli' Honor to make us from the most Miserable of 
Men the most happy And you may be well assured of Our Loyalty 
to our overeign and the Service. 

October tlie 27th. 
HIS MAJESTY's SmP Rauonable. 

I Enclosure C.] 

PROCLAMATION 

By THOMAS PRINGLE, ESQUIRE, Rear Admiral of the Red mul 
Commander i,i Chief of His ~Majesty's Ships and V esscls 
cmployctl and to be employed at the Cape of Good Hope and 
the Seas adjacent, &c., &c., &c. 

I having been informed that notwithstanding the Pardon 
granted hy me to the Company of the Tremendoi,s, on their 
I>romisc of returning to good Order and the performance of their 
duty, they did Yesterday behave in a very disorderly and 
Mutinous manner; I am determined that if the Company of the 
Rr~id Ship do not deliver up the Persons who were the Promoters 
of the said Jliotous and Mutinous behaviour so that they may 

IL p 
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be punished according to Law, I will declare them immediately to 
be in a state of ltebellion, arnl cause my Flag to be struck on 
boarJ the said Ship, and will also Order all communication 
between her and the other Ships, as well as with the Shore, to 
be cut off. 

And as I believe the greater part of the Ship's Company if 
separated from the Incendiaries who are among them, woulJ 
behave in a proper manner, I insist upon the l'romoters of the 
Riots Yesterday being sent on Shore to be confineJ, which I 
expr,ct to be done in Two Jlovrs after the Heading of this 
Proclamation. 

Given under my hand on board the Tremendous in Table Ilay, 
8th November 1797. 

(Signed) T. P1mmLE. 
To .Augustus Brine, Esqre., 

.Acting Captain of His Majesty's Ship Trcmcnd01.is. 

[Enclosure D.J 

PROCL.AM.ATION 

By TrrOMAS PRINGLE, EsQRE., Rear Admiral of the Red, tC·c. &c. 

Having been informed that the Company of H.M. Ship Crrsrcnt 
has been for some Days past, anJ still is in a state of Mutiny 
notwithstanding the return of the rest of the Squadron to good. 
Order and obedience, and they having given up the promoters of 
the late Iliots, and it being highly necessary to put a speedy end 
to such lawless proceedings. 

I do hereby declare that if the Crew of II.M. Ship Crescent do 
not in the space of One II011r after the Hea<ling of this Proclama­
tion deliver up the Promoters of the Present disturbance, and <lo 
not give up the Tames of any Person or l'er. ons of the Squadron 
who may have suggested to them Lo Act in the Hiotous manner 
they have done, as well as the Person who wrote Lo me from 
Hobin Island, I will declare the said Ship CJ"l'sccnt to be iu a Htate 
of Rebellion, and .Act upon her in consequence. 

Given under my hand on board the Trcnie1ulous in Talile Hay, 
10th November 1797. 

(Signeu) T. Pm:GLE. 
To J. W. Spranger, Esqre., 

Captain of H.M. Ship C'rcscc,1t. 
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[Enclosure E.] 

Letter from the AGENT VICTUALLER to ADMIRAL PRINGLE. 

CAPE TowN, 26th Nwember, 1797. 

Sm,-In compliance with your directions I send you the present 
state of the victualling department at the Cape of Good Hope, 
which is as follows, viz. That after having completed the 
Squadron under your command to Four Months Victualling there 
will remain in store nine weeks salt beef and one and a half 
weeks pork. No cask either fit for wine or water, or staves 
to make them of. That the storehouses belonging to Govern­
ment are inadequate to contain the Provisions necessary for the 
present squadron, were it in my power to procure them. But the 
late steps Government have pursued in obliging the Merchants to 
take (for goods imported from India) the Paymaster General's 
Bills to the entire exclusion of the Navy, has put so thorough a 
stop to my procuring Money that I am much afraid after the 
expiration of this month the present contracts will be thrown up. 

I beg further to state to you that the want of craft for the 
victualling department not only encurs heavy charges by the 
hiring of country boats, but prevents the certainty of supplying 
the .Fleet in this Bay with Provisions, the weather seldom 
allowing them to be sent off-with safety but in decked craft. 

It would be also of great benefit both with respect to expedition 
and the saving of casks that a J<'loating Wharf should be built and 
moored at the back of the stores, the expense of which would 
soon be defrayed by the reduction of Labourers and "\Vaggon Hire. 

It is absolutely necessary if a Squadron is to remain here that 
Coals should be sent from Europe, as there is no magazine of wood 
h~re or the means of procuring the quantity required by the Navy 
with any certainty and at all events at an exorbitant rate and a 
considerable length of time. 

Agreeable to your directions I yesterday went to the principal 
landholders near the town who have wood on their estates and 
waggons, in order to procure the quantity of wood now wanted to 
e_nablc the Sc1uaclron to put to sea, hut was informed that unless 
h~crty is granted for cutting the wood on Government ground it 
Will l)e impo,;siblc lo supply it, a.nil at all c\'cnts the \\'hole 

p ~ 
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quantity cannot be brought into town before the middle of January 
next. I have, &c., 

(Signed) 

(Enclosure F.] 

ALEXANDER :FARQUHAR, 

Agent Victualler. 

Letter from the NAVAL STOREKEEPER to ADMIRAL PRINGLE. 

NAVAL OFFICE, CAPE ToWN, 22nd November, 1797. 

Srn,-In obedience to your orders I have with the greatest 
accuracy the case will admit of, from the demands of the :Fleet 
under your command, made a calculation of the stores, &c., &c., 
which may be required for the present equipment of it, the fitting 
for sea, and the consumption for the ensuing three months, by 
comparing which with the remains now on shore and those to be 
landed from the Chichester, I find with the utmost rnconomy that 
there will barely be a sufficiency of the most material articles for 
that purpose, of some of less consequence there may be a small 
deficiency, and others are wanting entirely, which tho' not 
absolutely necessary are commonly required and for which some 
substitutes may be found. (Concerning the want of anchors, 
cables, timber, and canvas). I have &c., 

(Signed) P. POWNOLL. 

[Original.] 

Letter from the EARL OF MACARTNEY to the RIGHT HONOURABLE 
HENRY DUNDAS. 

CASTLE OF Goon HoPE, November 2'Jth 17!J7. 

Srn,-I have the honor to acquaint you that Mr. Hoss, tho 
Deputy Paymaster General, (in consequence of my instructions to 
him according to your directions to Sir James Craig Aignified to 
him in your most secret letter of the 14th of February last) having 
repaid to the Receiver General Mr. De W aal the 52,000 l?ixdollars 
which were bo1Towed from the Revenue by Sir James Craiu, for 
the urgent necessities of the Army, as mentioned to you in the 
General's correspondence, I am thereby sufficiently assistc<l, so as 
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to be able at present to remit £10,000 to the order of the Honour­
able East India Company, in order to discharge that sum, which I 
found myself obliged, soon after my arrival here, to draw upon 
them for, to pay the arrears of the Civil Establishment, in con­
formity to the instructions contained in your letter of the 14th of 
January last. From my eagerness in seizing the first moment in 
my power to repay this money, the Court of Directors will, I 
flatter myself, do me the justice to believe that the authority 
given me to draw upon them, in case the revenue here should fall 
short of the charge, is not likely to be misused by any unnecessary 
exercise of it, and that whenever the exercise of it becomes 
necessary, as may well happen, my best care shall be employed 
in endeavouring to reimburse them, as far as the circumstances of 
the Colony will admit. As the Company have no doubt debited 
the Government for the £10,000 which I drew upon them, They 
will of course give it credit for the sum now remitted .... 

I have&c., 

(Signed) MACARTNEY. 

[Original.] 

Letter from the EARL OF MACARTNEY to the RIGHT HONOURABLE. 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CASTLE OF GooD HOPE, December 15th 1797. 

Srn,-Inclosed I have the honor to transmit to you the Monthly 
retums of His Majesty's land forces in this Government on the 1st 
instant, and the weekly state of the same on the eleventh. 

On Friday the 8th instant the Earl Fitzwilliam Indiaman 
anived here from England after a passage of eleven weeks, lmt 
she has not brought me any dispatches from the Office, I under­
stand, however, that some public letters may be soon expected by 
the llelvcdcrc Imliaman, which had put back for repairs, but was 
not likely to be long detained. 

If 'ir Hugh Christian should arrive here to take the command 
of the Squadron, as we are informed by the newspaper, it is 
prolJable 1.hat Admiral Pringle will soon leave us on his return to 
Eurnpe, and I flaiter myself with hopes of being able before that 
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time to have the I!eceiver General's accounts, and some other 
public papers reacly to se11Cl hy his opportunity. 

Having oLservecl in the hands of the Passengers lately anive<l 
from England, some pieces of the new copper coinage, I am 
tlisposetl to think that it might not be amiss to try how far their 
cunency might be relished, and extended here, by Sell(ling out a 
quantity of them at the same lime with the other money intern.led 
for the payment of the Troops. I have &c. 

(Signed) MACAUT. 'E\. 

[Original.] 

Priv(ltc Letter from the EAnL OF MACARTNEY to the RIGITT 

HONOURABLE HENRY DUNDAS. 

CASTLE OF Gooo lIOPE, Deceml1t;r 15111 1797. 

l)EAR Sm,-Having in my private letter of the 24th of October 
laid before you some of my itleas relative to this place, I wiRh now 
to achl that the more I consider the sul,ject the more I am con­
firmed in my opinion that the a<lministration of thi 'olony, if 
retained at a Peace, should be committed to the charge of the 
East India Company. The poRsession of it (which for the reasons 
I have before mentioned to you is of the first importance to the 
security of India), whether in the hands of the Crown or the 
Company, must always he attell(led with a very great expence, 
and not a little embanassnwnt. In the Dutch time it was 
managed and governed by a Company, whose powern wer • of the 
most exten~ive nature, which powers could not therefor, he now 
complained of, if vested in their successors, hut I <ptP tion mueh, 
if vested in the Crown at a Peace, whether many ohjel'lions woul<l 
not be made to them hy the ignorant an,l di affected, who often 
form a numerous hody in the eommunity, arnl yet without t ho:-e 
powers I scarcely helievo it woul<l he po1-. ilile to kl'Pp a ( 'olony 
circumstanced as this is, in proper order an<I oheclience to the 
laws. 

Perhaps the 
the following. 

hest form to he a<lopted woul<l he ~om •thing like 
A Governor 'ommanding in Chief, with thre • 
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Councillors, the latter principally to consult, advise, administer 
and superintend all the business of the Colony, subject to the 
control and decision of the Governor, whenever he might think fit 
to assume the responsibility. One of the Members to be a person 
chosen out of some of the Company's servants at home, if any one 
could be found disposed to accept it, who should be a complete 
Man of business, of undoubted talents, and unblemished character. 
Another might be Mr. Barnard, if you approved of him, whom I 
can venture strongly to recommend as a Gentleman of honor, 
as knowing this Uountry and its language, of very good abilities, 
and much esteemed here. The third, and not the least necessary, 
should. be the Fiscal, Mr. Van HhyneYeld, for I scarcely think that 
during some years to come, this Government, whether administered 
hy a Council or vested as at present in a single hand, could well 
be managed without the assistance of a Dutch Gentleman of the 
place, and of all those whom I have known here he is longe • 
prrcstantissimus, aule, honest, actiYe, highly respected by his 
fellow natfres, and firmly attached to us, having immediately after 
the capture decidedly taken his part under our possession. All 
civil servants of police, trade, finance, revenue, and most particu­
larly of the Custom house, should be responsible to the Governor 
and Council, under whose eyes every account should be minutely 
audited. A certain portion of these civil servants must at present 
l>e Dutch : perhaps every employment should be douhle officered, 
one Dutch and one English, who might serve as checks and 
emulators to one anothe . The military should be solely the 
King's, but I am by no means certain whether it would not be 
l>etter that the marine yard should be something upon the footing 
of that at Bombay. These are the outlines, which if at all agree­
able to your ideas, you might easily correct and fill up. If not, it 
is hut an additional sheet of idle paper, which you may throw 
asicle with many similar ones that I have ventured to trouble you 
with. Whatever hints I have taken the liberty of throwing out 
a_re Rolely to yourself, arising from my wiRh of fumi'lhing every 
hght and a,;sistance in my power, without the slightest partiality 
to any pcr;;on, or interested view for myself. 

Tho somewhat helter in point of health by the change of 
~,·cathcr, than when I last wrote to you, I feel still very much 
1ndisp0Rcd, and with little hopes of re-establishment, I therefore 
llaLtcr myself you will not disapprove of my relurning home in 
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the beginning of next summer, as mentioned in my letter of the 
29th of November. "Neve lubens hrec litora linguam." I 
am &c., 

(Signed) MACARTNEY. 

P.S.-I beg leave to mention that about 120 bottles of Con­
stantia wine will be sent by Mr. Pringle in one of the Ships of this 
:Fleet, being all that could be saved out of the Cask that was 
spilled by the Sentry. 

[Original.] 

Letter from AmnRAL PRINGLE to EVAN NEPEAN, EsQRE. 

Tremendous IN TABLE BAY, 
CAl'I!: OIi' Goon Hon:, 15th December 1797. 

Srn,-Be pleased to inform the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty that since my letter of the 27th ultimo several more 
of the Ships belonging to the Honourable East India Company 
have arrived in this bay from China and India, which has irnluced 
me to add the Vindictirc to the convoy already at Raint Helena, 
and I ha;-e therefore directed Captain Hollis to proceed in her, 
taking under his protection the Hhips in this Bay bouml to 
England. 

On the eighth instant the Honourahle East Irnlia ompany's 
Ship Earl Pitzwilliarn arrived here from England, hy her I received 
your letter of the 28th of ,July enclosing twenty copies of an Act 
of Pa1'1if1ment for more effectually preventing the :ulrnini~t •rinrr or 
taking Unlawful Oaths, whieh I have distributed to the respeetirn 
Ships of the Squadron under my command. The commarnler of 
the Earl Fitzwilliam informs me that he partc<l compan with 
several other Ships bound to this place with Provisions and ~ arnl 
Stores, for whose arrival I am extremely an.·iou~, the Sc1nadron 
being in great want of several sorts of ~Ta val Stores (notwith­
standing the supplies taken from the GhichC1:,lcr), particularly 
Ground Tackle. I am, Sir, &c., 

(Rigned) T. JlHINGLE. 
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[Original.] 

Letter fro1n the EARL OF MACARTNEY to the RIGHT HONOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, December 29th 1797. 

Srn,-On the instant the King George, Marquess of Lans-
d01rnr, and Hillsborough, East Indiamen, arrived here from Madras, 
having on board Colonel Baird, Lieutenant Colonel Dalrymple, 
Major Borthwick, and several other Officers of His Majesty's 
71st Regiment, on their way to England, the Regiment having 
been drafted in India and those Officers ordered home in con­
sequence. Considering the state of the Military of this Colony, 
and the necessity of providing, as well as possible, for its defence, 
it occurred to Major General Dundas and to myself that it would 
tend most essentially to His Majesty's interests to secure the 
services of so good an Officer as Colonel Baird for the Staff of 
the Army here, to replace Brigadier General Campbell (who 
has earnestly pressed for leave of absence), and he has very 
handsomely consented to our disposal of him, trusting to our 
representation of the matter at home, which I beg leave to do 
in the most earnest manner, and to add that I consider Colonel 
Baird to be a very important acquisition to us, as he is a most 
excellent Officer, of approved spirtt and steadiness, and of long 
experience, having serveu eighteen years in India, where I had 
the pleasure of knowing him and where he suffered many hard­
ships without murmur or discontent. We therefore flatter our­
selves that His Majesty will be graciously pleased to approve of 
Colonel David Baird's appointment as Brigadier General upon the 
Staff of the Army here. Major General Dundas has the honor 
of writing upon the subject to His Royal Highness the Duke of 
York hy the present opportunity of the Zephyr Packet, which 
has called here in her way from Bengal and Madras, and will 
probal>ly have a speedy passage. Lieutenant Colonel Craufurd, 
my Aid de Camp, who proceeds in her, will have the honour of 
delivering you this dispatch, and is well qualified to give you any 
information you may be desirous of receiving relative to affairs 
in this part of the World. 

We have received hy the E11rydicc and Gabriel, lately arrived 

 

 



218 Records of the Cope (Jolony. 

from England the supplies you have been so good as to send us, 
being 300 tons, equal to 2,000 barrels, of flour, and 620 Chaldrons 
of Coals, but the clothing for the Government Slaves and Hottentot 
Corps, which Sir James Craig wrote for has been omitted, so 
that we shall be under the necessity of purchasing it here 
immediately, as they are almost naked. In expectation of this 
clothing, I had postponed it as long as possible, but it can not 
now be further delayed. 

I have just received a letter from the Government of Bengal 
informing me that they had shipped on board of the Isabella, 
Britannia, and Charlotte, Extra Indiamen, fifteen hundred barrels 
of Gunpowder for this Settlement, and we expect their arrival 
every day. I have &c. 

(Signed) MACARTNEY. 

Imports and E.cports. 

From a return of the imports at the Cape between the 1st of 
September and the 31st of December 1797, furnished by Mr. John 
Hooke Greene, Collector of Customs, it appears that Goods from 
the Eastward were landed to the value of 221,237 ri.."X'.dollars, 
Goods from Atlantic ports, upon which a duty of 10 per cent 
ad valorem was paid, to the val e of 17,5:55 rix:<lollars, and Goods 
from l~ritish ports, duly free, to the value of 28,113 rixdollars 
4 slivers. Total imports 266,905 rixdollars 4 stiYers. 

During the same period there were exported wine, brandy, hides, 
tallow, &c. (including imports sent away again) lo the value of 
22,935 rixdollars 4 sthers, upon which duly to the amount of 
768 rixtlollars 1 sliver was paid. 
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Arrival of Ships. 

D,t.. Name. Where from. Nationality. 

1797. 
May 4. II.M.R. Tn,sty PortRmouth English. 

4. ll.M.S. Ohirheste1' Portsmouth English. 

" 
4. Sir RdU'l1rd Hughes Portsmouth English Indiaman. 

" 
7. White Eagle Copenhagen Dane. 

,, I) • Lo II isn A II gusta Batavia Dane. 
16 . Princes~ Royal London English. 

,, 20. llero Bengal American. 
June 4. ll.M.R. Raismwble Spithead English. 

,, 1. Lvrd Thurlow Spithead English Indiaman. 
4. Ruse Spithead English Indiaman. 
4. llillsborouyh Spithead English Indiaman. 

,, 5 . Augustus Third Gothenburg Dane. 

" 
11 . Diana Cape of Good Hope. 
15 Oeorgictna Cape of Good Hope. 

,, 23 . Liretia Copenhagen Dane. 
July G. Princess Charlotte Madras English Indiaman. 

G. Roum Bengal English Indiaman. 
,, G. R,solution Madras Portuguese. 

" 
7 Bern·irk Madras English Indiaman. 
7 Bombay Castle 
7 (l,,od Hope Malabar Coast English Indiaroan. 
7 ,lfalubttr Malabar Coast E11glish Iudiaman. 

,, 7 Ormn Bengal and Madras English Iudiaman. 
10. ])11111·bor!le Copenhagen Dane. 
l •> Ale,wultr Bengal English Indiaman. ~ . 
12 Dublin l\fa,lras English Imliaman. 

" 
12 . ll11rri11gton Mac1.ras English Indiamau. 
1•> 
~ . Jfrfrill,· C,rntlr,- l\fa,lras English Indiaman. 

12 . .. I irf,11 Castle l\Imlras English In<liarnan . 
}'> 77,dis l\faclras English In<liaman. 

" 
12 . llridye1mtrr l\fadra8 English Indiaman. 
l •) 
~ . Prillcf Frul, ric Bengal English lndiaman. 

12 . R11cld11!Jham Madras English In<liaman. 
,, 1•> l'ri11cr.1s o.f Wales Be11gal English Indiaman. 
,, 12 . Port lVill ia ,n Madras English ludiaman. 
,, l •) ~. ,Tofi,11111 .1lctria Bonga! ]lane. 
,, 1 •> L11/u11n, J\faclras Eugli~h. 

" 
~l . j?(I Ill"- Bengal English Jmliaman. 

,, ~B . 11. '.I.S. JJr,111ve A Cruizc English. 
ao. R1111y1r Beng,il E11glish lrnliaman. 

" 
:11 (fo.,ta1·uH Adulplws Goth en hurg Swcclc. 

Aug. ·1 ]Joml,,,/m 'l'rauqncbar Ilane. 
Ii F11derir. the Gnat lhtavia J>ru~sian. 

,, Ii Loy11li.,t Bengal English. 
,, !'i. Ororynrnd Edmond Brngal En~lish. 

" 
5. Smlrrnd Batavia Dane. 

,, Ii J/an Batavia Dutch . 
~2. 11.:.t.:--. JJrrra,·, Engli~h. 

-
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Arrival of Ships-continued. 

Date Name. I Where from. Nationality. 

1797. 
Aug. 22. H.M.S. Sphynx English. 

" 
22 . lI.M.S. Star English. 

" 
22. H.M.S. Vindictive English. 

" 
22. Iphigenia Teneriffe American. 

" 
22 . Tuscan Bengal English. 

" 
ill . Arni.ston London English Indiaman. 

Sept. 4. H.M.S. Imperieuse A Cruize English. 

" 
4. Raymond London English Indiaman. 
4. {Prince William} London English Indiaman. " Henry 

" 
4. Earl Spencer London English Indiaman. 

" 
4. Woodcot London English India.man. 

" 
4. Wal.sing ham London English Indiaman. 

" 
4. Hawlce London English Indiaman. 

" 
4. Drie Gebruder Hamburg Hamburg. 

" 
4. Castor Bengal English. 
4. {Prince of Augus-} Copenhagen Dane. ,, 

tenburg 
,, 4. Bombay Madras English Indiaman. 
,, 4. Restoration Madras English Irnliaman. 
,, 4. . llfinerva Bengal English Indiarnan . 
,, 15 . Coverdale India English Indiaman. 

" 
18 . America Boston American. 

" 
30. Atlantic London American. 

Oct. 1 . Queen London English. 
,, 8. Johanna Copenhagen Dane. ,, 12 . Fonthill Delagoa Bay English. 

" 
16. William Pitt Bombay English Indiaman. 

,, 16 . Princess Royal Bombay English Inctiaman. 
,, 16. ~Manship Bombay English Indiaman~ 

" 
16 . JJ.finerva Batavia American. 

,, 17 . JMsey Bombay English. 

" 
17 . Sims llelngoa Bay English. 

" 
18 . Jane Bombay English. 

" 
18. Rehecra DelagoaBay American. 

" 
l!) . :l'au nton Castle China English. 

,, 21 . 1c~.~ex Bombay l~nglish. 

" 
23. 'l'hrunes China English. 

" 
23. Carnatic China English. 

,, 23. Ilope ])elagoa Bay English. 
,, 23. Pritslaar Dclagoa Bay English. 

" 
23. Recovery Calcutta American. 

,, 23 . Ji'ox Dolagoa Bay American. 
,, 24. Christiana Mozambique American. 
,, 28. Jt,'nropa Bcncooleu faiglish. 

" 
2() . 'l'el/icherry Bengal English. 

" 
30. J>olly Bencoolen American. 

Nov. 3 . 

: I 
r!orrml!'rce Copenhagen Dano. 

" 
8. Bet.1ey Bengal Arncricl\n. 

" 
H. Chesterfield Dclagoa Bay .Amcricau. 
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.Arrival of Shivs-oontinued. 

Date. Name. Wbei,efrom. N ational!ty. 

1797. 
Nov.19. Ouffnells China English. 

" 
26. .Ascension Mozambique American. 

Dec. 1. Ilenry .Addington China English. 

" 
1 . Royal Chnrlotte China English. 

" 
1 . H azm,,r Castk China. English. 

" 
1. True Briton China English. 

,, 1. .Alfred China English . 

" 
1. Woodford China English. 

" 
1. Sylph China English. 

" 
1 . Prince of Wales China English. 

" 
5. Nancy Batavi& .American. 

" 
8. Earl .FitzwilUam London English. 

" 
14. Mada Pumang English. 

" 
14. Northumberland London English. 

,, 16 . . Joa7uim Rio de Janeiro Portuguese. 

" 
16. Caledonia London English. 

,, 16. Brothers of London London English. 
,, 17 . Eurydice London English. 
,, 17 . Gabriel London English. 

" 
19 . Nancy Copenhagen Dane. 

,, 20. Walter Boyd Calcutta English. 

" 
22 . Varunna London English. 

,, 23. Zephyr Madras English. 
,, 23 . {Margaretha Mag-} Copenhagen Dane. dalena 
., 24. . .Arethusa Bengal .American . 
,, 24. Ilillsborough Madras English. 

" 
24. King George Madras English. 

" 
24. . Marquis Lansdowne Madras English. 

,, 26 . lVilliamand Jieriry Salem .American. 

" 
27 . Chri~ti,zns Haven Mauritius Dane. 

,, 27. Glasgow Madras English. 

" 
27. L' Ultima Speranza. .Alleppo Tuscan. 

[Copy.] 

Circu[a,q- Letter from the EARL OF MACARTNEY to the Councils at 
Fort William, Fort St. Gcoi-gc, and Boinbay. 

CASTLE OF GOOD IIOPE, 6tl1 January 1798. 

GENTLEMEN,-1 have received the honour of your letter of the 
21st of September with its several inclosures. 

His Majesty's order in Council of the 28th of December 1796 
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being before you, it is unnecessary here to recite it, but I hog 
leave to mention to you what I conceive to have been the occasion 
of that part of it which relates to the East India trade with the 
Cape. The Company were apprehensive that if any Imt them­
selves or persons licenced by them were allowed to import goods 
here of the growth, produce, or manufacture of Countries to tho 
Eastward of the Cape of Good Hope, this Settlement might become 
a Depository, and means be contrived to re-export them clandes­
tinely from hence to places which are now provided with India 
Goods from their own sales in Leadenhall Street. They there­
fore wi hed to narrow and confine the trade of tho Cape from 
India solely to the necessary supply of the Colony and to furnish 
that supply themselves. On this ground then the Importation 
and Exportation of Indian articles here are prohibited to all but 
the Company and those trading under their 1>articular license for 
this purpo e. 

I have in consequence directed ]\fr. John I)ringle, the Company's 
Agent at this place, who is also His Majesty's Commissary General, 
to prepare and send to the three Governments of Bengal, Madras, 
and Bombay, as also to China, the lists, musters, and proportions 
of such Goods as from the Lest information he can obtain, and 
from his knowledge and long experience of this Colony he thinks 
will Le wanted for its annual consumption, in onler that those 
Governments and the select Committee of Uanton may either 
furnish the goods on the Company's account, or, if not, authorize 
by their license such Per::;ons as they may approve of to ship them 
in British Bottoms for this place. It wou l<l appear proper that 
the license were endorneu on the Lack of the manifests to lie 
lodged as a record in the Cni-;tom house, nothing but what is 
marufe::;ted being aumissiLle to au entry. 1 have &e. 

(f\igucd) MAUAirr. ·,n-. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from MR. AcIIEROX MAXWELL to MR. WILLIAM 

HUSKISSON. 

CASTLE OF Goon HOPE, January the Gth 1798. 

Srn,-His Excellency the Governor being confined to his bed by 
the Gout and not able to write himself, has directed me to inclose 
to you the monthly return of His Majesty's Troops serYing at the 
Cape of Good Hope, as also the weekly state of the same on the 
1st instant, which you will be so good as to lay before Mr. Secre­
tary Dundas. I have &c. 

(Signed) ACHESON MAXWELL. 

The returns show that on the 1st of January 1798 there 
were in the garrison 189 commissioned officers, 250 sergeants, 
107 drummers, and 4,606 rank and file, belonging to the Hoyal 
Artillery, Royal Engineers, 8th Light Dragoons, 28th Light 
Dragoons, Scotch Brigade, 84th Infantry, 86th Infantry, and 
98th Infantry. 

[Office Copy.J 

Letter from, the WAR OFFICE to the EARL OF MACARTKEY. 

PAHLIAMENT STREET, 2Gth Jany. 1798. 

MY LoRn,-In my letter of the 23rd of October last I had the 
honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your Lordship's Dispatches 
up to No. 5 inclusive, and I have now the further satisfaction to 

No. G July IG. 
7 Aug. 7. 
8 ,, 8. 
9 ,, 14. 

10 ,, 2:3. 
12 Oct. rn. 
13 ,, 11. 
H 

inform you that your Dispatches of the dates 
and numbers mentioned in the margin haYe 
been received and laid before the King. 

Before I procee<l. to state to Your Lordship 
the views and sentiments of His Majesty's 
Government on several of the important sub­
jects to \\ hich those last mention~d Dispatches 
relate, it is necessary that I shoul<l revert to 

some points mentioned in your Letter No :3, which I had not an 
opportunity of answering by His Majesty's :Frigate ft, Vfr!Ji,iir. 
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Knowing the sense His Majesty entertains of the manner in 
which Your Lordship has discharged the important trust committed 
to your care at the Cape of Good Hope, I should be wanting in 
duty to His Majesty and to my own feelings upon the ~uhject, 
if I did not in the first place assure Your Lordship that the 
difficulties and embarrassments you had to encounter on entering 
upon a situation new in many respects, appear to have been met, 
and, as far as the nature of things would admit, overcome with all 
the judgement and abilities which, from the long experience of 
Your Lordship's faithful services, His Majesty justly expected to 
find in Your Lordship when he made choice of you as the first 
Governor of a Settlement in which circumstances, arising out of 
the general state of affairs and the peculiar situation of the Cape, 
were likely to require and call forth the exertion of Your Lordship's 
acknowledged zeal and public talents. 

From the habits and temper of the Inhabitants of the district of 
Graaff Reinet, and from the great distance of this Dependency 
of the Cape from the seat of Government, it is proba:Lle that they 
will continue more or less trouLlesorue and difficult to manage and 
control during the War. As long as it is continued, the influence 
of the disaffected among them, and the intercourse with His 
Majesty's Foreign Enemies may delude them with the expectation 
of independence, and foment disturbances by maintaining among 
them a disposition to resistance, notwithstanding Your Lordship's 
attention to remove every real ground of grievance, to meliorate 
their situation, and attach them to His Majesty's mild and paternal 
Government. As the appointment and Instructions you gave to 
Mr. Bresler and Mr. Barrow appear to have Leen framed with 
these views, they could not fail to meet with His Majesty's 
approbation ; and His Majesty has since learned with great 
satisfaction that, in a great degree, they have produced those very 
desirable effects, notwithstanding the attempts of the Enemy from 
Batavia to excite them to Rebellion, fortunately frustrated by tho 
capture of their Vessel, with arms and ammunition on boord, in 
Algoa Bay. The steps you have tak~n, in concert with Admiral 
Prin,,le for obtaining more accurate mformation concernino this 

o ' b 
Bay and the Iliver falling into it, are highly proper and com-
mendable. 

I was sorry to find by your report that the Wharf of the Port 
of Cape Town is in so ruinous and decaye(l a situation. The 
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temporary repairs ordered by Your Lordship appear to have been 
absolutely imlispensable, I shall be glad to receive the more 
detailed report Your Lordship leads me to expect respecting the 
defects of the ·wharf as at present constructed, an<l the means of 
rendering it more permanent and less expensive. 

As Your Lordship is already fully acquainted with my senti­
ments respecting the real grounds which render the possession 
of the Cape so valuable and important to this Country, it is 
perhaps scarcely necessary to add that they agree perfectly "''ith 
those so ably stated by Your Lordship, and I cannot help 
observing, without any personal presumption, that it is no small 
weight in favor of our opinion, that, whilst in me it is every day 
confirmed and strengthened by the conduct of the Enemy, and all 
the events political and military that hnve lately occurred in 
Europe, on your side you appear if possible more convinced of the 
truth and solidity of that opinion by your residence and observa­
tions on the spot. 

I took care to inform the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
of the deficiency you mention in the complements of the Ships of 
"\Var employed on your station. 

I stated to you in my Dispatch No. 8 the reasons for which the 
additional Re~iment of Infantry you had been taught to expect 
has not been sent to the eape. The strength of those reasons, as 
with respect to the protection afforded to the Cape by the superior 
Na val Force, is by no means diminished, whilst the avowed design 
and preparations by the Enemy for invading these Kingdoms 
render it more diflicult than at the date of that Dispatch to send 
any part of our regular Forces on Foreign Service, unless they 
cannot be longer withheld without exposing our distant Possessivns 
to a much greater risk than I have any reason to apprehend for 
the Cape. On these grounds it appears improbable that any 
permanent addition will be made to your Garrison, at le:ist by the 
~arly ships of the Season. 

I have transmitted your general statement of the annual 
expence and Hevenue of the Colony to the Lords Commissioners 
of the Treasury, and I have earnestly called their Lordships' 
attention to the necessity of taking proper measures to supply you 
with specie for the payment of the Troops and other expences 
which must be paid in Cash. The remittances already made, and 
some arrangements lately taken hy their Lordships, I trust, will 

ll. Q 
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effectually prevent your experiencing any further difficulty in this 
part of the public service. 

From the steps Your Lordship has taken to ascertain the 
amount of Imports and Exports at the Cape, and for 11rocuring a 
correct information on every subject relative to the Commerce, the 
Agriculture, and the produce of the Settlement, I am satisfied 
much useful knowledge will be collected respecting the wants 
of the Colony, and the means to pay for those wants and its 
general improvement, consitlered both with a view to its internal 
situation and its relations of Trade with this Country antl our 
other Dependencies. 

Ha.Ying transmitted to the Court of Directors of the East India 
Company that part of your letter which relates to the mode of 
supplying the Cape with India and China Goods for its con­
sumption, with my request to be furnished with their sentiments 
and intentions upon this subject, my communication led to a 
correspondence with the Chairman of which I herewith inclose a 
Copy for Your Lordship's information and guidance. The regula­
tions stated in his Letter of the 16th instant appear to me to 
obviate all difficulties with respect to your future commercial 
intercourse with India, and to make proper and ample provision 
for the regular supply of the Cape with every production it may 
require from the Eastward, upon principles safe and cquital,le, 
both for the East India Company arnl His Majesty's Suhjects at 
tho Cape; and it is therefore His Majesty's pleasure that Your 
Lordship should be governed hy those regulations, and that you 
should cause them to ho respectc(l and obsel'\'ecl hy all pcrnons 
residing under your Government or holding Commercial Inter­
course with the Cape. 

As the East India Company appear very aclverRe to unclerLake 
to supply the Cape, either in whole or in part, with European 
Goods, and the Tracie to thaL Settlement for all artides of that 
description being open, noL only to the Indivitluals of this Country, 
but to e,·ery other part of the World in amity with Gr •at, Britain, 
except tho Countries situated to the Eastwarcl of the 'ape in 
conformity to the Order of Council of the 28th ])ec. 17fJG, tliere iil 

every reason to expect that in the progress of time, ancl as the 
extent and nature of your wants hecome better known, the sp:rit 
of prirnte ach-enture will induce Merchants to supply the market 
of the Cape with every article of European pro<l.uce, in a proportion 
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adequate to the demands of that Settlement. But as I understand 
that, owing to such Supplies having been hitherto very deficient 
in quantity or irregular in their arrival, and partly perhaps to the 
encreased consumption of the Colony, many articles are not to be 
procured at all, and that others are sold at a most exorbitant price, 
I have judged it expedient, with a view to remedy this grievous in­
convenience and to bring the market of European goods, as soon as 
possible, to a proper and reasonable level, to order an assortment of 
such Goods and Merchandise, in conformity to the list transmitted 
in your Dispatch No. 10 of the 23rd of Augt. last, to be provided and 
sent to the Cape with the least possiole delay. For this purpose I 
have directed a Merchant of the City to be employed. The Goods 
will be consigned to Your Lordship, and it appears to me that on 
their anival you should cause the same regulations to be observed 
for the disposal of them by public auction, as are laid down in the 
Letter above referred to from the Chairman for the sale of the 
Goods to be supplied by the East India Company, namely that 
they should be put up to sale at an advance of not less than 6 per 
cent on the prime cost, freight and charges, and in small Lots 
that Individuals may derive every advantage from the Consign­
ment. 

Out of the proceeds of the Sale you will have to discharge in 
the first place, by remittances to Europe, the amount of the prime 
cost of the Articles in Europe, their Freight and Insurance to the 
Cape, the Commission of the Merchant employed in procuring and 
shipping them, and any other charge to which the transaction may 
be liable, an exact account of which, together with the Bills of 
Lading, will be sent you with the Goods as soon as they can be 
ready. The Balance, being the amount of the profit upon the sale 
(should there be any) may be carried to the account of the 
Jievenue of the Colony, but I must observe to Your Lordship that 
the transaction is not undertaken with this view, but solely for 
the purpose of relieving His Majesty's Suhjects at the Cape from 
the exorl>itant demands now made upon them for European 
arlieles, and to ensure to them the certainty of being hereafter 
regularly supplied at a reasonable rate with the necessary com­
modities of this description. 

Having been led by this subject to refer to your Letter No. 10, 
I take this opportunity of adding that the supply of Lead for 
Water Pipes and of Pump Leather re<1uircd by the Burgher Senate 

(.! :.l 
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fa now preparing and will be sent by the same opportunity. In 
conformity to Your Lordship's suggestion, it appears to me proper 
that the Freight and every charge on these last .Articles, excepting 
the prime cost, should, according to the former custom of the 
Dutch East India Company, be paid by you out of the Hevenue of 
the Colony. 

It is unnecessary for me to dwell longer on these points, as 
Mr. Huskisson will make Your Lordship acquainted with such 
further particulars as it may be necessary for Your Lordship to 
know respecting this transaction, which I trust will be found of 
material advantage to the Colony. 

It afforded His Majesty great satisfaction to learn that the 
scarcity of Corn had not been felt at the Cape in the severe degree 
at one time apprehended, and that all alarm on this subject has 
since been entirely removed by the supplies you have received 
from various quarters. Your intended precautions to prevent the 
recurrence of this evil, and to provide for the supply of the public 
Forces, appear in eYery respect judicious and proper. 

Upon a consideration of the enormous ex pence of sending from 
England the supply of Salt Meat and Oats, with which you wish 
to be furnished, and of the difficulty of procuring the quantity of 
Tonnage for the conveyance of these bulky Articles, I have not as 
yet come to any determination upon these demands, which I 
conceive are not of a very pressing nature, as they appear to me to 
be required rather with a view of precaution against an unforeseen 
attack or other emergency, very little probable iu the present state 
of the vV ar, than necessary in the ordinary course of affairs of that 
Colony. 

I lament the inconvenience to which some of the pulJlic officers 
are exposed from the want of a sufficient number of Buildings to 
accommodate the various Departments in the Civil, Military and 
Naval Line established at the Cape; but under this difficulty it is 
impossible not to approve of the principles you have followed, of 
resisting on the oue hand all applications and claims of par­
ticular persons whenever they appeared to militate against the 
measures and arrangements taken for the safety and protec.:tion of 
the Colony or any other essential public object, and on the other 
of contributing, as far as the means and authority you po sess 
would allow, to provide in some other manner for the comfortable 
accommodation of those same persons in a manner suitable to their 
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respective situations, and I trust you have found them all ready 
to do justice to Your Lordship's kind intentions towards them, 
and to wait with patience until circumstances should allow of 
their being relieved from the pressure of any temporary in­
convenience which they may have experienced in the outset of 
your Government. 

Your Dispatch No. 6 relative to the system of Jurisprudence, 
Civil and Criminal, existing at the Cape, and the Courts of Justice 
existing in that Colony, does not appear at this moment to require 
any particular answer. The measures you have taken, as therein 
stated, have met with His Majesty's entire approbation, and unless 
you should find by experience that they are attended with some 
practical inconvenience that may easily be overcome, it will 
perhaps be most expedient that no further alteration should be 
made on these points until Peace shall be restored, when your 
suggestions with respect to a more permanent and systematic 
Establishment may be taken into consideration. 

Your Dispatch No. 7, stating the Debts and Credits of the Dutch 
East India Company at the time of the Capture, and the claims 
of the Captors on the latter, requires an answer on this last point 
only, which I have referred to the consideration of His Majesty's 
Advocate General, and as I have not yet received his report, I 
must defer giving any opinion upon the subject until a future 
opportunity. 

Upon a consideration of all the circumstances stated by Your 
Lordship in favor of Mr. Brandt in your Dispatch No. 8, His 
Majesty has been graciously pleased to approve of your making 
an addition to his Salary of £100 per annum, tho from some 
conversation I have had with Lord Keith on the subject of his 
losses, and the indemnification he has already received, I enter­
tain some doubts whether he would be able to substantiate his 
claim to the amount he has stated to Your Lordship. Your 
Lordship will, at the same time, call upon Mr. Ross, as agent for 
the Captors, to state whether, when the Articles on which this 
claim is founded were appropriated, as they appear to have been 
by the Captors to His Majesty's service, their value was charged 
to the public for the benefit of the Captors, as it is evident, from 
their being private Property, that they were not liable to seizure, 
and should that be the case, the charge, whatever it may be, must 
of course be repaid by Mr. Ross or the Captors into the Revenue 
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of the Colony, in case Mr. Brandt should accept, in lieu thereof, 
the Indemnification Your Lordship is now authorized to offer, and 
if he should not, it should then be paid to him directly, which, in 
this supposition, would perhaps be the shortest and most equitable 
mode of adjusting this business. 

No. 9 does not appear to require any particular answer. I have 
had occasion to advert to the contents of No. 10 in a former part 
of this Dispatch, and No. 11 is not yet come to hand. 

It is to be regretted that the Mutiny in the Fleet at the Cape, 
which forms the subject of your Dispatch No. 12, should have 
existed at all ; the accounts of its being brought to a termination, 
without any disastrous occurrence, being received at the same 
time with the first Intelligence of its having ever occurred, pre­
vented a great deal of anxiety which would otherwise have been 
felt upon the occasion of such a misfortune. 

Your Lordship's suggestion in your Dispatch No. 13, respecting 
Mr. Jacob de Freyn, have been properly attended to, measures 
having been taken on his arrival here to prevent his return to 
Holland or to the Cape during the \Var. 

His Majesty's Ministers have not yet been able to give all the 
consideration it deserves, to the very important question which 
forms the subject of your Dispatch No. 14, lately received, and I 
must therefore defer answering it until the next opportunity, 
when I expect to be enabled to acquaint Your Lordship with His 
Majesty's determination upon your suggestions, and with the 
measures to be adopted in consequence, respecting the paper 
Currency of the Cape. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter frorn the ·w AR OFFICE to the EARL OF MACARTNEY. 

PARLIAMENT RTIIEET, 30th Jany. 17!) . 

MY LoRn,-8ince closing my Dispatch No. \l of the 2f3th instant, 
I have received the report of His Majesty's Advocate on lhe claim 
ofthe Captors of the Cape of Good Hope lo the l>ehts <lue Lo tho 
late Dutch East India Company, and a change of Wind having 
detained. the Convoy at Portsmouth, I am enabled to forward it to 
your Lordship. 
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I have had the honor to lay this report before the King, and, in 
conformity to the opinion so clearly expressed in it, I am com­
manded to signify to your Lordship His Majesty's pleasure that 
you are to consider all the Debts whatever due to the late Dutch 
East India Company, not remitted according to my former Instruc­
tions, as belonging to His Majesty's Government of the Cape of 
Gootl Hope, and, as such, that you are consequently to redemand 
from l\fr. Ross, the Agent for the Captors, the several Sums which 
have been paid into his hands on account of such public Debts, 
whieh Sums, together with all such as may have been or shall be 
recovered from the Creditors of the late Dutch East India Company, 
are to he carried to the account of the public Revenues, and applied 
in aitl of all payments antl applications of the same, to which, under 
the Instructions contained in my Letter of the 14th of January 
last, the saitl Revenues are appropriated. 

[Original.] 

Letter froni the EARL OF MACARTNEY to the RIGIIT HONOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CASTLE OF Goon HOPE, January 30th 1798. 

Rm,-I have the honor to inform you that on Sunday last the 
28th instant His Maje ty's Frigate the Virginie arrived here with 
the Earl of Murnington, 1\fr. Wellesley, and Rear Admiml Sir 
II ugh Christian on board. 

By this conveyance I have been honored with your letters of the 
10th and 2:frtl of October, for which I return you many thanks, 
all([ reque,;t that you will please to lay me at His Majesty's feet, 
with every expression uf my liest acknowledgments for his gracious 
HC'eeptauce arnl approbation of my hurnhle endeavours in his 
F<ervice. 1 have only time to say thus mueh hy this opportunity, 
as the Y essel "·hid1 carries this letter was on the point of sailing 
at the moment of the Vir1;i11fr's arrival, and has Leen only delayed 
in order to convey to y~u this account, together "ith such dis­
patches as 1\Iy Loni 1\Iomington may "ish to transmit uy her. I 
shall soon have another opportunity of writing to you, an<l 
am, &c. 

( igncd) 
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[ Original. J 
Letter from ADMIRAL PRINGLE to EVAN NEPEAN, EsQRE. 

CAPE OF Goon ROPE, 31st Januan; 1798. 

Srn,-I have just time by this opportunity to desire you will be 
pleased to acquaint the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty that 
Rear Admiral ~ir Hugh Cloberry Christian in the Vir!Jinia .Frigate 
arrived here the 28th instant, by Him I received Their Lordships 
dispatches, to which every attention shall be paid. I am, &c. 

(Signed) T. PRINGLE. 

[Original.] 

Private Letter from the EARL OF MACARTNEY to the RIGHT 
H0NouuABLE HE.'RY Du.-nAs. 

CASTLE OF Goon IIOPE, Feliruary -1th 17()8. 

Dun Srn,-In my private letter of the 24th of Octoher last I 
troulJlecl you with some observations on the suhject of this Colony, 
of the advantages ari~ing from our possessing it, and the disa<lrnn­
tages that would probably result from its falling into other harnls. 
I confined myself solely at that time to the value of the Cape, 
having underntood that our retaining the Island of Ceylon was a 
point which our Enemies did not mean to dispute vigorously in 
negotiation, and that this settlement was likely to be the great 
object of contest. But from some conversation with my Lord 
1\forninrrtou, I thought I could collect that it was not unlikely, 
instead of keeping both the Cape and Ceylon, we might find uur­
sehes under the nec•!ssity of accepting the alternative of either, in 
which ca e their compamtivc value and importance naturally 
became a very serious arnl inter 'sting consi<lemtion. I have turn ,d 
it a good deal in my mill([, but having no very recent iuformation 
or documents of the prmmnt state of Ceylon, what I may venture 
tu offer must be consi1iered as very defective, be attended to with 
caution, and receive<l with reserve. 

The Dutch are now so reduced that it seems questionable 
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whether they ever can revive as a nation, certainly not as an inde­
pendent nation, ,n.thout such a concurrence of favorable events as 
the most sanguine politician can scarcely expect or imagine. I 
have no idea of their making any successful struggle in defence of 
their integrity or existence, lmt am led to think that an incorpora­
tion with Belgium and becoming a department of France will be 
the Euthanasia of their High Mightinesses the United Provinces. 
But even suppm;ing them to be allowed at a peace still to remain 
a separate State, to preserve the semblance of a distinct power, and 
to be restored to the occupancy of the territories they haYe lost, 
they must for a long series of years be little better than a stalking 
horse to France, a masked battery to open upon us by that power 
whenever prompted by resentment or ambition. It would not 
perhaps be too much to say that the restitution of the Cape and 
Cey Ion to their former possessors would be little short of an actual 
delivery of them into the hands of the French. Our retaining, if 
possible, both the one and the other becomes therefore the more 
requisite for us, but if unfortunately we should find it impractic­
able to secure more than one of them, the question is which of the 
two would be the wiser choice. If we give up Ceylon, being 
situatell at the extremity of the I>eninsula of India, it would 
become an immediate and 1.cnific enemy to us in that quarter, as 
commanding the power of invading frmn thence both the coasts of 
MalalJar and Coromandel. To a maritime power the excellent 
harbour of Trincomale is a Jewel of inestimable value: it holds the 
Hay of Bengal at its mercy, and affords ernry facility of oYerawing 
and controlling the navigation of the Straits of Sunda and Malacca. 
Our Asiatic Possessions, commerce, arnl marine will consequently 
be open to the depretlations of the Masters of Ceylon. \Vhat its 
annual re,euues may amount to at present I know not, but as well 
as l reeollect they were estimated, ,vhen I was in India twelve or 
fourt 'en years since, at nearly a million sterling. It is therefore 
from •very circumstance of local situation of intrinsic value and 
ext ·rual security, an almost indispensable posses~ion to us. \Vith 
regard to this Colony you are already furniFdwd with such ample 
materials relative to its importance that I shall not at present enter 
into any new detail. I am however endeavouring as far as my 
health and leisme p rmit me to dmw out a complete and accurate 
state of this Settlement in all its branches, and hope to be able to 
finish it in a few months. It may possibly ad<l some recent and 
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correct information to what you haYe already received, and enable 
you to take in at one rrlance tlw whole horizon of the Colony. 
Tho I trust that we shall be able to preserve it and Ceylon too, yet 
if we should be reduced to the painful embarrassment of an election, 
I am disposed to imagine from my imperfect lights that the prefer­
ence would preponderate in favor of Ceylon. One thin" must 
however be observed, that in such case we must always haYe a 
strong naval force at St. Helena in time of War, to cniize between 
that Island and the Cape, for otherwise a few frigates from the 
latter, by taking a proper station, might ea~ily intei·ccpt all our 
homewaru bound trade from India and China that commonly touch 
at 8t. Helena. But St. Helena iti'lelf is so inadequate to the supply 
of its ui'Jual visitors, that I uoubt it would be a difficult business to 
provide for a Squadron regularly stationed there. 

Please to receive these crude notions with your usual indulgence, 
and believe me to be with every sentiment of esteem and regard., 
Dear Sir, 

Very sincerely yours, 

(Signed) M.\.CAUTNEY. 

[Original.] 

Letter fro?fi the E.rn1 011 l\1AC.\.ltTN"EY to the IlIGIIT IIoNo ·nADLJ-: 

lIKNilY DUNDAS. 

CASTLE OJ!' Goon IlorE, February 20171 J 7!J8. 

8m,-Inclosed I haYe the honor to , end you the Heeci, er 
General's accounts of this Colony, heginning with the time of my 
a1Tival here in May last, an(l ernliug with the :31st of J>eecmhcr. 
I also tmnsmit to yon the Civil l'aymmitcr's accompts during the 
same period, all of which I must rcqnest that yon will 1,, plea,;ecl, 
after perusing them, to forward to the Honorable Con1111is. ioncrs 
of His l\fajosty's Treasury. 1 was in hopes of being al1le to Re1Hl, 
at the same time, the accompts of the Deputy Quart •r faRter 
General Brigadier Fraser, hut tho I have rep •ateclly asked for 
them, they have not yet been delivered to me. 

You will also receive in this packet a note marked A containing 
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a short view of the revenues of this Colony from the date of our 
possession of it to the 31st of last December. From this paper it 
Would appear that they are increasing, and I flatter myself that 
they arc, but it is probably in some measure owing to the minute 
attention that has been paid to the object itself, and to those who 
are charged with the receipt. The notes marked B and C contain 
a list of such part of the debts due to the Dutch Government here 
at the capture of the place, as I have been able to recover. I am in 
a train of recovering the rest, but till I know His Majesty's 
pleasure relative to those articles which have been claimed liy 
Mr. Ross, the Agent of the Captors, I am uncertain what share 
will remain in aid of the colonial revenue, which as far as it goes, 
is solely applicable to the civil expences. 

When I arrived here I found a balance in the Treasury of only 
Rixdollars 73,516-1, so that I was under the necessity of drawing 
upon the East India Company in pursuance of your letter of the 
14th January 1797 for the several sums of £4,000, of £5,000, 
and £1,000, in all £10,000 Sterling, but afterwards in the month 
of November last, when the 52,000 rixdollars borrowed by Sir 
James Craig from the Treasury of the Colony for the military 
expences were repaid by Mr. Ross, the Deputy Paymaster General, 
as mentioned to you in my.Jetter of the 29th of November, I had 
it in my power to remit (which I did) to the East India Company 
the above mentioned £10,000 that I had drawn upon them, so that 
the rernnue has been rendered equal to the charge of the Civil 
Establishment without assistance from home. It has indeed been 
a principal object of my care to regulate every article of public 
expence, as far as I have found it possible, and it is with gr()at 
pleasure that I have it in my power to inform you, that in two 
particular points of military charge there will be this year a con­
siderable saving. 

The last year's contract for bread for the Troops was at the rate 
?f ~?, lbs. of hread for one escalin of 6 stivers, the present contract 
1s at, the rate of 6 lhs. for one escalin. I would not howe,er be 
understood to mean that the former contract was not as good, I 
helicYe, as could be made at tho time. The almndance of this 
hanest certainly contributes much to the difforencu of the price. 
The last year's contract for furnishing the Troops with Butcher's 
llleat was at the rate of 21 lbs. for one escalin, the present contmct 
is at the rate of 2~ lbs. for one escalin. Thus in the article of 

 

 



236 Rccrmls of the Cape Colony. 

broad for 5,000 men, tho saving ·woukl he between £/l,000 and 
£7,000, and in the article of l}utcher's meat something more. 

The charge of the General Hospital is also somewhat lessened, 
owing chiefly to the regulations of Major General Durnlas, whieh 
confine the patients in common cases to the regimental hospitals, 
but still the estaLlishment and expences of the geneml hospital 
appear to me much greater than they might be. There ar • belonging 
to it, one Inspector, one Purveyor, two Physicians, four surgeons, 
nine Surgeons' mates, an,l two Apothecaries, nineteen in all, who 
being appointed by the l\foilical Board at home, do not fall within 
my authority to re<l.uce. The note marke<l. D contains a list of 
them, an<l. the note marked E exhibits tho number of patients 
un<.ler their care since l\fay last, an<.l the <1uantity of supplies 
in<l.ente<l. for by the Purveyor, an<.1 furnished to him in conseq uen re 
by the Commissary General, exclusive of a contingent bill for 
various small artieles, wages of nurses, atteu<.lants, orderlius, &c., 
&c. When the expedition against this place was Jirst undertaken, 
no <l.oul>t an extenRive hospital department was an indispl'nsahle 
appen<l.age to it, but now, emu if we had an Army in the fieM, it 
would searcely be necessary to continue it on so large a scale, 
especially as besides the ahove menlione<l eighteen medil'al nentry, 
ead1 of the six Hegiments here is by present regulations allowed 
a 8urgeon and two assi taut f4urgeons, so that on the "hole there 
are no less than seven all<l thirty Doctors to less than :i,000 Men, 
a proportion, I imagine, beyond any former eakul:tt ion or arrange­
ment. You ,1 ill therefore probably not ,lifler from me in my 
opinion that it may he proper hereafter to put the Hospitals of 
thi' place, as neatly as the eire11rnsta11ces permit, uvon the same 
footing with those of Uihraltar, whil'lt when I was there many 
years ago were then conHi<lere<l as not iu~nflieient, al\(l I havo 
heard of no alteration in them since. 1 know that Men who find 
themsehes refurme<l, or reHtraine<l hy the\ igilance uf Oover11111e11t, 
are sometimes apt to complain of it, and to construe a regard to 
~conomy into a rnu-rowness of system, I am . ure, howeH•r, that I 
shoul<l be very far from stinting this branl'h of pu lilic gen il'e, 
"hieh Leing mostly confine<l to men of lihernl e<lucal ion ou6ht to 
l>e con<.luded all(l admiuistere<l in a liberal manner, hut an unre­
mitled attention to eYery office of e.·pei11liture is requisite to 
prevent relaxation or abuse. It is at the same time hut just to 
ncknowle<lge that since the 'ape has been in om han<lfl, the price 
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of all articles is greatly advanced, and consequently many charges 
in the public accounts appear to be much higher than were ex­
pected. For this reason I take the liberty of transmitting for your 
inspection the paper marked F, which shews the prices current 
Lefore the capture of this place, compared with those of the present 
day. I have no doubt that they may be lowered in time, but that, 
with many other probable advantages, is, I fear, scarcely to be 
hoped for till the fate of this Colony shall be finally decided. 

Before I conclude tho subject of the General Hospital, I must 
not omit observing that if it should be meant to order any im­
portant expedition to rendezvous at this place, and to proceed 
from hence, it might be supplied here with a sufficient number of 
Medical assistants, and yet leave an establishment adequate to our 
probable wants. I have &c. 

(Signed) MACARTNEY. 

(The Revenue and Expenditure Returns alluded to in this 
despatch are missing. The only other enclosure of permanent 
value is the following.) 

QJ:nclosure F.] 

List of Prices of various Articles in Cape Tou·n in the time of the 
Dutch Government compared u·ith those now current. 

Un~er the Under the English Dutch 
Government. Government. 

-----
Rds. Sc. St. Rds. Sc. £;t. 

A Male Slave . 250 0 0 -100 tu 500 0 0 
A I!'cmale Slave 200 0 0 350 to 400 0 0 
A Horne 60 0 0 150 0 0 
A Draught O;_ 12 0 0 14 0 0 
A l!'at Ox . 10 0 0 20 0 0 
A Sheep . . . . 1 4 0 2 3 0 
Common Cape :Madeira Wine per leaguer 

of 157 Ga.\lon~ . . . 25 0 0 50 to 60 0 0 
Brandy of the Colony per leaguer 50 0 0 80 to 100 0 0 
Whale Oil per leaguer . . 50 0 0 50 0 0 
Corn per mu1d 2 4 0 3 2 0 
llarley per muid . 1 2 0 2 2 0 
Rye per hundrd pounds 4 0 0 4 0 0 
Peas per muid . 5 0 0 
Beans per muid 4 0 0 
Beef 4 pounds for 0 1 0 0 2 0 
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List of Prices-continued. 

Under tbe 
Dutch 

Goverumen,. 
-----------------1-

Mutton 5 pounds for 
Fresh Butter per pound 
Salt Butter per pound 
Soap ,,er poun<l . 
Candles per 100 pounds 
Common Tea per pound 
Green Tea per pound 
Sugar ruoist per pound 
Su'!ar reti1,ed per pound 
Coffee, per 1~ ,und . 
Dried Fish per pound 
A Fowl. . 
A Duck. 
A Goose 
A Turkey . . 
Cabbar(CS per hundred 
Cauliflowers each 
Almonds per thousand 
Rai,ins per pound . 
Dried l<'ruits per pound 
'l'obacco of the Cape 
General terms of boarding and lodging in 

private famili!·s per da,v. . . 
Rent of a rnidd le sized house per month 
l<'irewood for each small load 
Iron per hundred pouncls . . . 
Hhoes from l!'ather prepared in the Colony 
Do. lrom l~nropc 
Boots of Ca pc leather 
Do. from Europe . . . . . 
Broad Cloths per Ell of i of a Yard English. 
Second Uluths per Ell 
Coarse Cloths per 1W 
Camblets per Ell 
Printed Cottons per Ell 
Coarse Kcrscys per Ell 
Hides each 
Sheep Skins ench . . . 
Price of day labor for Nlaves 

Do. for Carpenters 
Do. fur :Masons 

Price of a Slave per month with Victuals 
Hire per day of a Horse • • 

,, of a Team of Oxen. . . 
,, off\ Waggon & 8 Horses . 

Hire of a IIorse \Va~gon tu 1r:ilse Bay, which 
is about 2-1 Miles, and returning . 

Hire of a IIorse to Falso Bay and back again 

Rdl!. Sc. l:;t. 
0 l 0 
0 2 0 
0 1 0 
0 1 2 

14 0 0 
1 0 0 
3 0 0 
0 1 2 
0 2 0 
0 1 2 
0 0 4 
0 2 0 
0 3 0 
0 G 0 
2 0 0 

12 0 0 
0 0 4 
0 5 0 
0 0 3 
0 0 2 
0 1 2 

2 0 0 
40 0 0 
4 0 0 
8 0 0 
1 2 0 
2 2 0 
8 0 0 

10 0 0 
5 0 0 
3 4 0 
2 0 0 
1 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 3 0 
1 fl 0 
0 0 2 
0 :I 0 
0 G 0 
0 5 0 
6 0 0 

1 to2 0 0 
U O 0 
6 0 0 

16 0 0 
·1 0 0 

Unrler the English 
Government. 

Uds. 
0 
0 
0 
0 

Sc. t-:t. 
2 0 
(i 0 
3 0 

25 to 28 
1 

2 0 
0 0 
2 0 

2 to 3 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
1 

5 to G 

0 0 
~ 0 
5 0 
4 0 
0 4 

Gto8 0 
0 0 
6 0 
0 0 
0 0 
2 0 

15 to 20 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 

2 0 
1 0 

0 3to4 
5 0 

3 0 0 
80 to 100 0 O 

G to H O 0 
12 to H O 0 

2 0 0 
3 0 0 

10 0 0 
12 0 0 

7 0 0 
3 0 0 
2 0 0 
1 0 0 
0 5tol0 0 

1 G 0 
0 0 2 
0 4toG 0 
1 2 0 
1 2 0 

H O 0 
5 0 0 

10 0 0 
20 0 0 

40 0 0 
10 0 0 
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[Original.] 

Letter from the EARL OF MACARTNEY to the RIGHT HONOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CASTLE OF GOOD HOPE, Fooruary 21st 1798. 

Sm,-Inclosed I have the honor of transmitting to you copies of 
the books and accounts of tho Collector of the Customs continued 
from the end of September to the 31st of Decemher last. Ai the 
same time I also send a list of the several Ships that have touched 
at the Cape of Good Hope within that period. 

Not having received any instruction or information of the 
manner in which the East InJia Company intended to regulate 
the commerce between this Colony and the Countries to the east­
ward of it, so as to provide for our necessary consumption of Indian 
articles here, I had nothing specific before me to guide my conduct, 
but the order of Council of the 28th of December 1796. I found 
myself therefore under great difficulties between a literal obedience 
of that order, and the pressing necessities of the Colony, for as the 
Company had taken no care to provide a regular supply for us, 
either from themselves or from others under their licence, the 
inconvenience and distress arising from the omission became 
extreme, and coulll only have heen relieved by a deviation in some 
<legree from the order of Council. 

There are certain articles, such as coffee for instance, which, 
being of the first necessity here, arnl neither being the produce of 
any of our Eastern possessions, nor having been brought here from 
any of our West India Islands, it would have been unreasonable 
and opprussivc to rufuse the permisKion, which I grantetl to a 
neutral :-\hip, for landing a certain quantity calculated to be nearly 
equal to one year's consumption. A few sweet meats and other 
trifles in a similar preclicament obtained. the same intlulgence . 
.Also one of the earliest Ships from China in October last, having 
aske<l permission to larnl some tea arnl spices, of which the Colony 
:vas in great want, I from that consideration, consented. to allow the 
importation of a certain limitell quantity, but refused to extend it 
further, either to that Ship or to any of the o(hers that afterwards 
applied for it. l!ut these are matters of light moment in com­
parison with the goods required. from Bengal, Madras, and Bomliay. 
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Inclo$ed I beg leave to lay before you letters which I hn.ve 
receirnd from the Governments of Fort St. George and Bengal, in 
conse<]_uence of which I have ventured to admit to an entry such 
goods as have been shipped from thence in British bottoms under 
their authority, and I shall continue to do so, unles otherwise 
instructed. No. 3 is a copy of my letter to the three Presicleucies 
upon the subject, and I have only to acld, that to prevent ulnrnes, 
as far as may be in my power, I have directed the Colleetor to take 
bonds under heavy penalties from the importers of the goods not 
to reship them from hence, the sole intention of permitting their 
importation at all being solely to supply the necessary consump­
tion of the Colony. I do not indeed apprehend any danger of their 
doing so at present, as Indian articles afford here ahoYe an hundred 
per cent profit, and consequently could not Le canicd to a better 
market, but I am not without suspicion that hereafter a clandestine 
trade in India Goods may Le attempted with the Americans and 
other Nations, and thus elude the usual channel thro Leadenhall 
Street. At all events I must repeat what I took the liberty of 
recommending in ~ former letter, that, whatever anangement · may 
be judged proper to make in other points, the Cu. tom House at 
least of the Cape of Good Hope should be put into the hands of the 
East India Company. 

I took the opportunity of My Lord Momington's Leing h •ni to 
converse with him on the tm<le between India and the Cape, arnl I 
showed him what I have w1itlcn above. lie appeared tu be uf the 
same sentiments with me, an<l I l>olieve intends tu write to you 
himself upon the subject by this opportunity. I have, &c. 

(Signed) M.\U.\RT.NEY. 

[Original.J 

Letter from the E.rn1 OF MACARTNEY to tlte RrmIT Hmm nAnr,g 

II1:. ·1tv Du.·uAs. 

CASTLE OF Goon Hon; Ftbrturry 22wl 17!) . 

rn,-A few days since I received tho honor of your letter of the 
28th of June last, by Mr. Holland, Judge of tho Vice Admirally 
Court of the Colony, together with the order of Council relative to 
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him, elated the 2,ith of .J au nary 1797, and shall to the best of my 
power obey lhe directions contained therein. 

The moiety of the fumis arising to His :Majesty from the penal­
ties and forfeitures in this Colony will, I am apprehensive, fall very 
iihort of the salary proposed for Mr. Holland, as you may obserrn 
in the pnhlic accounts transmiUed to you, that the only fines arnl 
forfeitures of last year were in conseciuence of a seizure of conlra­
liancl goods which were paicl into the treasury in Octoher last. The 
whole sum amounts to no more than rixdollars 3,223 - 3 - 5, the 
moiety of which I have made out a warrant for Mr. Holland to 
receive, and shall certify the deficiency to tho Lords Connnissioners 
of the Treasury, and authorize him to draw for it upon the Treasurer 
of the Xavy. This is in exact pursuance of the directions con­
tained in your letter and the order of Council, but I humbly 
-conceive it would be a much simpler and more satisfactory method 
if the whole i:;alary were to be paid at once out of the aggregate 
revenue here, because from the present regulations of the Custom 
Rouse, and perhaps from the increased caution and adroitness of 
the Rmuggler, I do not imagine that so many seizures are likely to 
Dccur in future as that a moiety of the King's part would produce 
the £600 intended as a JJrOYision for the Judge of the Court of 
Vice Admiralty's salary. Indeed altho the penalties and forfeitures, 
as well as the foes of office, make distinct articles, as you may 
remark in the public accounts, yet they must all be considered as 
forming a part of the general revenue, and it makes no real differ­
ence whether the salaries of the establishment he charged upon one 
liranch or another, but with regard to Mr. Holland's salary, un}ess 
you should be pleased to order it to be i'3Sued in toto from the 
Treasury at large, he will be subjected to very great inconYenience, 
uncertainty, and delay. I therefore venture to recommend the 
measure to you, which, tho it would he an addition to the general 
charge here, yet will so far ease lhe particular full(l at home, out of 
which, according to the mode now preserihe<l, the Treasurer of the 

avy is to make up to him any deficiency. 
I must oln,erve to you that there are here certain fines ancl 

penalties for petiy offences, which harn ne,·er been accounted for 
or paid into the HeceiverGeneral, liut have al\\"ays been distrihntl'd 
among the lower Ofticcrs of the Fiscal and Court of Justice. They 
<lo not amount Rince our posscsRion of the Colony to more than 
fro111 :mo to 400 rix,lollarn in the whol<-, and hcing :-10 trifling in 
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themselves and so troublesome in the collection, I have thought it, 
better to leave them as I found them, for a certain commutation by 
salary would probably much exceed the receipt of casual penalties. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) MACARTNEY. 

[ Original. J 
Letter from, the EAnL OF MACARTNEY to the llIGIIT HONOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CASTLE OF Goon HOPE, February 24th 1798. 

Srn,-In my letter of the 26th of November last I mentioned to 
you that the Government of Bombay, in consequence of Sir James 
Craig's letter to them dated the 2nd of March last, had sent two 
vessels, the Snow Betsy and the Ship Jane, laden with all the 
Articles (except the Gunpowder) which he wrote for, but for the 
want of Skuyts and small craft (which had been often represented 
to the East India Company by Mr. Pringle, their Agent here) the 
delivery of the Cargoes went on so slowly that I was not then able 
to write to you as I wished to do on the subject of them. I am 
now to inform you that the wheat sent to us from Bombay proved 
upon inspection to be totally useless, arising from its original had 
quality before it was shipped. I was therefore under the necessity 
(after having previously taken all the proper steps in a business of 
this kind) of writing a letter to the Governor and Council of Bom­
bay, complaining of the Merchants who had undertaken to furnish 
the supply, and inclosiug to them all the papers and documents we 
had prepared for their information, one of which particularly states 
the loss to Government occasioned by the misconduct of the 
Persons who had contracted with them for the wheat, and had 
shipped it in consequence. In my letter A you will please to 
observe that I prest the Government of Bomhay to demand from 
them, on account of Government, the difference between the sum 
charged and the sum for which it was sold, and if they refused to 
comply, to sue them at law for the recovery of it. What success 
they may have in the Mayor's Court of that Settlement, I can't 
presume to guess, but I will venture to say there never was a 
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more just claim than ours asserted in a Court of Justice, nor a 
cause in which the Defendant could appear with a worse grace, 
or indeed with so little decency. I should not have troubled you 
with such a number of papers, but I imagined that you might wish 
to be possessed of a correct knowledge of the manner in which 
His Majesty's Government here had been treated, of the steps 
taken to do itself Justice, and of the evidence they were grounded 
upon, which in case of failure it may not be improper to lay before 
the East India Company. under whose Jurisdiction the business 
was transacted. I have &c. 

(Signed) MACARTNEY. 

The enclosures m the above, being of no permanent interest, 
are not given. 

[Original.l 

utter from, the EARL OF MACARTNEY to the RIGHT 

HONOURABLE HENRY DUNDAS. 

CASTLE OF Gooo HoPE, March 7th 1798. 

Sm,-Enclosed I have the honor to transmit to you the monthly 
return of His Majesty's troops serving in this Colony on the 1st 
instant, from a view of which I flatter myself you will see how 
much it is to be wished that our force here were increased by at 
least one Infantry Regiment of 1000 Men. I understood indeed 
at my departure from England that such an augmentation was 
then intended, but afterwards postponed on account of unforeseen 
circumstances. 

I have also the honor to send you a return of the powder received 
from the Government of Bengal in consequence of Sir James 
Craig's application to them in the beginning of last year. 

In my letter of the 29th December last I mentioned our having 
received the supplies of 2,000 barrels of flour and 620 Chaldrons 
of Coals which you had been so good as to send us by the Enrydicc 
and Gabriel. The coals will be of infinite service, as our distress 
for fuel has been very great, but with regard to the flour, I am 
afraid we cannot derive from it the benefit you intended, as will 
appear hy the inelosed papers, 1.bc first being a letter from Mr. 

lt :2 
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Pringle, the Commissary General, upon the subject, and the latter 
a survey and report of the quality and condition of the flour. I 
have &c. 

(Signed) MAC.\RTNEY. 

The enclosures show the flour to be unfit for use. They need 
not be given, as they are of no further interest. 

[Original.] 

Letter from the EARL OI<' l\1ACARTNEY to the IlIGIIT Ho::WURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CASTLE OF Gooo IlorE, March 9th 17!J8. 

Srn,-In my letter of the 20th ultimo I mentioned to you that 
I had not then received the Deputy Quarter l\faster General, 
Brigadier Frazer's accompts, which I had called for. I now beg 
leave to mention to you that they were brought to me yesterday, 
but it will not be in my power to examine them for some days, 
as I am now very much pressed for time to fini h my packets 
for England by Rear Admiral Pringle, who proposes embarking 
tomorrow. 

Had they been delivered to me sooner, I might have been able 
to have forwarded them by the present conveyance. 

I must request that you will be so good as to let the Chairman 
of the .East India Company know that the freight for the Cun­
powder that was sent hither from Bengal on board the lrnuella 
Extra Ship has been paid to the Captain of her, Mr. Wilkinson, 
by Mr. Williamson, the Commissary of Ordnance Stores here, so 
that the Company may deduct on their own account all th~ 
tonnage taken up by the Gunpowder, at the rate of £:.l:.l- 10-0 
per Ton, being the rate st~ted by the Board of Trade at Calcutta 
for Goods shipped for tlns place on eharteretl Vessels of the 
Company. . .. I have &c. 

(Rigned) MAU.\JlT. "EY. 
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l Original.J 

Letter f roni the EARL OF MACARTNEY to the RIGHT HoxouRABLE 

HENRY DUKDAS. 

CARTLE OF GOOD HOPE, March 22nd 1798. 

Sm,-Mr. Rgbertus Ilerghfonnerly one of the Council of Regency 
here under the Dutch East Indm Company, now proceeding to 
:Europe, I think it necessary to inform you that this Gentleman 
appeared indebted to them at the Uapture of the Cape in the 
sum of Rixdollars 8722- 29 according to the list of Debtors and 
Creditors given in to the Captors by Governor Sluysken. 

Having directed the Fiscal to recover the debt on account of 
His Majesty, together with several others upon the same footing, 
Mr. Bergh applied to me to be entirely released from it, alledging 
various reasons and pretences for the indulgence, none of which 
appearing to me to be well founded, and he declining to try the 
matter according to law by the Court of Justice, and thereby 
acknowleclging the validity of our claim, consented to give security 
for the payment of the money in .April next, and has obtained 
my permission to leave the Colony. 

Inclosecl I have the honor of sending to you in six numbers the 
correspondence that passed between us upon this subject, in order 
that you may be prepared, in case he should address himself to you, 
as I understand he means to do when he arrives in England. I 
must beg leave to mention that since this Colony has been in our 
11ancls he has always refused to accept any employment, or even 
to dine either with Sir ,James Craig or myself upon His Majesty's 
Birthday ; but kept himself aloof from us as well as he could, 
Htrongly professing however l1is entire Rulnnission to our Govern­
lllent arnl taking the oath of rtllegiance without scruple. He is a 
plausible gentlemanlike man, but I have nothing further to add 
at i,resent to what I Im.Ye said upon this subject. I have &c. 

(Signed) ~fACARTXEY. 

The enclosures, "hieh are partly in the French. language, need 
not be girnn. The claim was for proceecls of sales of public property 
hy Mr. Bergh as Auctioneer, all(l was disputed on the ground of 
the pmchasers not having }Jaid him, they having been ruined by 
the Kaflir war and Bushman dqircdations. 
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(OriginaLJ 

Letter from the EARL OF MACARTNEY to t!ic RIGHT Ilo~OURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CASTLE OF Goon llol'E, Marr1. 2817. 17!J8. 

Sm,-The conveyance by which I send this letter being ready 
to proceed, I have only time to inform you that the American 
Ship Sultan, bound to Boston from the Isle of France, which she 
left on the 27th of last month, arrived here yesterday, and brought 
the inclosed proclamation lately published by the Governor 
M. Malartie, and to add that two French Frigates had sailed from 
thence in the end of January to convoy two rich Spanish 'hips 
that had touched there in their way from Manilla to Europe. By 
the Sultan I also learn that one Frigate was ready for Sea at the 
Isle of :France, and another fitting out to convey to the Malabar 
Coast the Volunteers who had been enrolled to serve with Tippoo. 

The Sultan neither saw nor beard anything of our Squadron, 
which had been sent from hence in January last to cruize off the 
Isle of France. I have &c. 

(Signed) 

[Enclosure.] 

1'ranslation of a Proclamation i.~wc<l by AN~E JosEPII lIYl'POLITE 

MALARTIE, General in Chirf, G01wnor Grnrral of the I~lc of 
France and of Reunion, and Commandant Gcrwral of the 
French Establish?ncnts to tlw East of the Cape of U1JOd Hope. 

Liberty! Equality! The French Republic One and lmlivisibl ! 
Citizens, 
Having known for many years 1ia t your zeal anu attachment to 

the interest and glory of our Hepuulic, we hasten and make it otu· 
duty to inform you of ull the propositions which haYe been marle 
to us by Tippoo Sultan by lwo Amhassadors he ha sent to w. 

This prince has written pri rnte letters to the Colonial A:1sem bly, 
to all the Generals who are employed in this Government, and 
has ad<lressed to us a packot for the Executive Directory. 

1st. He asks for an offensive and defensive alliance with tho 
French, proposing to keep at his expense so long as the War lasts 
in India the troops which may be sent to him. 
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2nd. He promises to furnish all things that may be necessary 
to make this war excepting wine and brandy, of which he is quite 
destitute. 

3rd. He declares that all preparations are made to receive 
the succours which may be given him, and that on the arrival 
of the troops, the Chiefs and the officers will find all that is 
necesimry to make a war to which Europeans are little accustomed. 

4th. Lastly he only awaits the moment of the arrival of the 
J<'rench to bis assistance to declare War against the English, 
ardently desiring to hunt them out of India. 

As it is impossible to diminish the number of the Soldiers of 
the 107th and 108th regiments and of the guard of the port of 
J<'raternity, owing to the assistance we have sent to our allies the 
Dutch, we invite all the Citizens voluntarily to inscribe them­
selves in their respective municipalities Lo go and serve under the 
colors of Tippoo. 

This Prince desires also to have free Citizens of color, and we 
invite all those who wish to go to serve under his flag to inscribe 
themselves also. 

\Ve can assure all the Citizens who may inscribe themselves 
that Tippoo will give them advantageous allowances, which will 
be fixed by his ambassadors who will engage them, besides that 
the French who may have taken part in his armies shall never be 
retained there but may-- return whenever they please to their 
country. 

Done at the port North-West, the 10th Pluviose of the sixth 
year of the :French Republic one and indivisible. 

(Signed) MALARTIE. 

[ Original. J 
1,',1_frurt from a Lrttcr fro1n H1;AR Amrm.\.L Sm Humr CIIRISTLI.N 

to EVAN NEPEAN, :EHQHK 

Sreptre IN TABLE BAY, 

0AI'E o~· Goov llorE the 30th March 1798. 

Rm,-Although Hear Admiral h·in"le's arrival will have 
afforde(l my Lords Commissioners of the A(lmiralty all necessary 
information relative to tile :--tate :tncl Cowlition of His Majesty's 
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Ships on this Station, I yet think it my duty to transmit by the 
Gllltlo,i, East India Ship, the inclo ed Papers. The rnpair of the 
Sccptrr and the Trusty is the immediate object of my attention, 
in order that they may be enabled to join the first convoy from 
St. Helena. I have reason to hope that the Sccpli'c may be so 
refitted, but I fear the Trusty is too much decayed. I have sent 
her to Simon's Bay with the Master Shipwright arnl such artificers 
as he thought necessary. The Hphy,w·, Hupe, antl Euphrosynr. I 
have sent to Saldunha Bay to search for \V ater, arnl to re1mrt in 
other resvects upon the capacity of that, Harbom. 

(Sir,,rned) Huan C. C1mISTIA.-. 

The return of the fleet shows it to consist of the Trcmnulous, 
Sceptre, Raisonablc, Stutcly, Trusty, Jupiter, Braavc, I111p1 ric1rnc, 
Sphyn.r, Chichester, Rattlcsnrrkc, Star, Hope, and Euphrosync, an<l 
that they were considemhly short of Lheir full com1>lement of three 
thousand nine hundred and forty-one men. 

r Original.} 

Letter from the RAHL OF :MA0ART~EY to tltc HIGHT ] fo~OURABLE 

lfEXRY 1>U.'DAS. 

CASTLE Ot' Goon I101'E, 1lfoy J~t 170~. 

Srn,-1 have the honor of informing you, that My Lo1·tl Hobart, 
late Governor of Fort St. George, arrived here on the 23rd of last 
month on board the Ilcroi,ir Frigate, Captain ,John Murray. His 
Lordship propo~es to proceed to-111orrow for England, ri// St. 
Helena, and I take this opportunity of sending to you the Monthly 
Return of His ::\fajesty's Land forces servi11g at present in thi!'! 
Colony. I also transmit to you in os. 1, 2, :\ 4, 5, 6, 7, copies of 
the Books and accounts of the Collector of the Customs, conti1111ecl 
from the 31st of I>cceml,cr 1707 to the 31st of March 17!)8 to 
whic:h are atl<lcd No. 8, the table of Custom house fees estahli8l1cd 
here, and No. 0, a list of the several Ships that have tond1ed here 
since the 1st of January in this year. 

A few days since the J'lu-rr Sistrrs, an American Ycsscl which 
left Bengal on the 7th of F ,lJrnary last, stopped at this place on 
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her way to Boston. She had called at the Isle of Bourbon, and 
brought on board as Passengers from thence a M. Vergoz with his 
wife and several children. I gave them permission to come on 
shore, in order that I might have an opportunity of obtaining 
some information relative to the place which they came from. 
What I liave been able to learn is that by a vessel privately sent 
from Bourdeaux by some merchants who are interested in the 
affairs of the Isles of France and Bourbon, news had been lately 
received there that the :French Government, exasperated at the 
ahrnpt disrnission of their Commissioners, had come to a resolution 
of immediately dispatching some Ships of War and a considerable 
number of troops, together with M. Sauthonax, charged with the 
strongest orders to coerce and reduce to obedience the refractory 
Inhabitants of the Isles of France and Bourbon. It was also 
suspected that he was directed to put to death l\f. Malartie, 
the present Governor, together with M. de Sercey, the Naval 
Commander, and some other persons conceived to be irreclaim­
ably hostile to their projects, one of which is said to be no less 
than an emancipation of the Negro Slaves, and consequently 
a subYersion of all property, security, and subordination in the 
Colony. 

1\1. Yergoz said that the Troops in the Isles of France and 
J1ourbon do not now exceed a thousand Men, and that they were 
imagined to be rather welJ. inclined to the subsisting Government 
there, but that the 700 l\Ien sent not long since to Batavia were 
selected for that service on account of their being notorious 
Jacobins, whom it was wished to get rid of. That the Inhabitants 
of the Islands appeared determined to resist the armament expected 
from Europe, and that therefore he, to avoid the miseries that 
woulu probably soon involve his Country, had disposed of as much 
of his property as he could contrive to do, and was now proceeding 
with his family to Boston, where he wished to remain till the 
restoration of Peace. The two French frigates La Porte and La 
l'rudl'ntc, which carriecl the reinforcements to Jlatavia, were soon 
expected Lack at the l:;]e of France, but it was feared that their 
arrival wonld contribute to the disturbances there, as some of the 
l>i-incipal Oflicers of those Ships are known to have been averse to 
the measure of sending away the French Commissioners last year, 
arnl ratlwr well inclined to the Politics of the l\Iother Country. 

After all I confo~s I much doubt whether the French novern-
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ment be so much in earnest upon this point at present as is 
pretended, for however Rome few of its members may have been 
inebriated by the nonsense and fanaticism of a Tcgro-magnetism 
it is not very probable that the rest can seriously mean to ruin the 
only remnant of their Possessions in this part of the World. If 
the French be in a capacity to send out from Europe any 
considerable expedition, India is much more likely to be their 
immediate object, than that of giving freedom to Blackamoors, 
which may be done, if they really intend it, with more facility 
afterwards, when they shall have less upon their hands. Monte 
Video in the River Plata ( or possibly some port in Brazil, if 
1}ircurnstances should be favorable) will be their place of rernlez­
vous, from whence they could proceed directly to l\fangalore or 
Ceylon, without touching at the Isle of France, which could afford 
them no supplies. 

In my letter of the 5th September last, No. 11, I made mention 
of an application having been made to me by the Burgher Senate, 
with a request that I would call in such part of the defaced paper 
money as appeared unfit for further circulation, and issue new 
paper to the same amount. I found upon enquiry that there was 
to the value of about 150,000 rixdollars, which it would be 
necessary to replace, and I have therefore given the nece~~ary 
<lirections for the purpose. As the new paper will consi t of 
118,000 pieces of different <lenominations, I have for the greater 
security and solemnit,y ordered each piece to be signed by three 
MemLers of the Court of Justice, and that such should Le the 
practice on all similar issups for the future. This l>eing attended 
with considerahle trouble, I judged it reasonable that the p •rsons 
entrusted with this duty shoulll receive a proper recomprnce, and 
have therefore allowed Mr. Matthiessen, Mr. Baumgardt, and 
l\fr. Peter Truter 500 ri. dollars per annum additional salary to 
the 500 they had Lefore, which puts them upon the same footing 
as the other l\feml>ers, whose appointments were fixed at 1000 
rixdollars per annum. I trust that this measure will meet with 
your approbation, and particularly as it will be no increase of 
the expence of this lust year, 1\1r. Cruywagen and Mr. llemy 
Justin de \Vet having d•dined receiving what had been alloil•d 
to them. Mr. Cruywagen being in a very bad state of health has 
requested leave to resign, which I shall give him as soon as I havo 
fixed upon a proper person to succeed him. 
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I have this moment received a letter from Sir Hugh Christian, 
now on board the Tremendous at Simon's Bay, informing me of 
the arrival of the Eliza Whaler, which sailed from England with 
five Indiamen and some others under the convoy of the Garland 
and two storeships on the 17th of :February last. He does not 
mention either where or when she parted company from them, 
but Sir Hugh, having received a short letter by the Eliza from 
Captain Serle, says he expects them in a very few days. The 
public dispatches are on board the Garland. 

Some little time ago a Spanish prize called the Union -was sent 
in here by the Indispensable Whaler of London. She was bound 
to Lima from Montevideo in the River of Plata, and was taken off 
Cape Horn on the 19th of February last. She had ten carriage 
guns and 37 Men on board, most of them Natives of old Spain, 
the vessel itself belonging to the Port of Malaga. The informa­
tion received from them was that the fortifications of Montevideo 
had been lately strengthened, the Garrison reinforced, and that 
there were three line of Battle Ships and several frigates or armed 
Vessels in the river at the time of the Union's departure. 

I also learned that they had left there the Lady Shore Transport 
from England for Botany Bay. In my letter of the 2Gth of 
January last, No. 22, I informed you that the SolJiers of Colonel 
lhose's corps on board that Vessel had mutinied, had murdered 
the Captain and Chief Mitte, and had set adrift in the launch the 
Officers and some other Persons, who had at last got safe to 
Brazil. As soon as the Lady Shore arrived at Montevideo, the 
Governor took possession of her, confined all the Men found in 
her, and wrote home for orders in what manner he was to proceed 
further in the bm,iness. The Women Convicts, being sixty-six iu 
number, have been received with great hospitality, and distributed 
among the houses of the principal Inhabitants, and three of them 
taken into the service of the Governor's family. 

I forgot to mention to you in my last letter that My Lord 
Momington sailed from hence on the 10th of March last in the 
Viryinic .Frigate for the Bay of Bengal. I have &c., 

(Signed) l\fACAHT~1'Y. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from the EARL OF M:ACAHTNJW to the RrnnT IIoNOUI!AllLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CASTLE OF GooD HOPE, May 7th 1798. 

Sm,-The Garlanil Frigate, Captain Serle, arrived here yesterday, 
and brought me your tlispatehes No. \) and No. 10, which were 
extremely Ratisfactory, and enable me to regulate myself upon all 
the points which I had the honor of submitting to your considera­
tion in my letters received by you previous to the date of the 
above ~os. 

1fr. Pringle, the Commissary General, will acknowledge to the 
I>roper Offices the different articles which have been consigned to 
him, and which when safely landed and stored will reliern my 
mind from much anxiety. 

To his care I shall also entrust the management of the articles 
consigned to me for the consumption of this place, supplied by 
Mr. Davidson, thro the ".are and attention of Mr. Huski ·son, whom 
I have thought it necessary for the Public Service to appoint the 
Colonial Agent in England. They are not yet arrived, but as soon 
as they come all yom instructions upon their subject shall be most 
punctually observed. 

As the Heroine will sail tomorrow or next day, I have only time 
to express how much I and all His Majesty's suhjects must feel 
impressed with the regard flhewn to their interests hy your un­
remitting consideration of, and effectual provision for, their wants. 
Another opportunity will probably soon offer for my writing to 
you more at length, arnl of repeating those 1>entiments of respect, 
esteem, and regard with which I luwe &c. 

(Signed) MAC.\HT:-;EY. 

(Office Copy.] 

Lcttrr fro1n thr WAit OFFICR to the EAHL OF lfAUAltTNEY. 

PARLIA)IENT STREET, 1 June 17()8, 

l\I, Lo1rn,-The King having been pleasecl to deterrnille that tl1c 
8th Itegiment of Light l>ragoous shonl1l he co111plcte1l to the 
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Establishment of Seven Troops of Seventy Men each, I am to 
signify to Your Lordship His Majesty's pleasure that you are to 
give Directions for the necessary steps to be taken for carrying 
this Order into Effect, by drafting into the said regiment the 
Number necessary for this Purpose from the 28th Regiment of 
Light Dragoons, and that the Remainder of the Men of the 28th 
Regiment is to be sent by the first opportunity to India, to ue there 
incorporated into such Regiments of Light Dragoons as the Com­
mander in Chief may direct. 

As it is intended that the Officers of the 28th Regiment should 
return home by the earliest opportunity after the Men shall have 
lJeen drafted in the manner above stated, Your Lordship will give 
Orders that no more than -the Number sufficient to take charge of 
the Men should proceed to India, from whence they are to avail 
themselves of the first Means that may offer to return to Europe. 

[Copy.] 

Letter from COMMISSARY GENERAL PRINGLE to the EARL OF 

MACARTNEY. 

CAPE OF Goon HOPE, 8th June 1798. 

MY LORD,-1 have the honor to inform Your Excellency that I 
went to Simon's Town in order to make some arrangement for 
landing or bringing round the Stores imported in the Elligood 
Whaler, consisting of 1,0G5 Casks of Oats and 301 of Barley 
(besides a quantity of Ordnance Stores). It is nearly impossible 
to convey them by land, as it would require at least 273 "\Vaggons, 
and would cost upwimls of eight thousand Hixdollars on· the 
lowest calculation. The risk of bringing them by sea at this 
season is so obYious that it can hardly be thought of. Captain 
Dixon values his ship at £G,OOO sterling, besides the computed 
~)rofit of her intended voyage, and his Men all refuse to come round 
in her unless they are indemnified also uy Government, as the 
Crew of a Whaler depend entirely on the succe8s of the :Fishery, it 
not being customary Lo allow them any pay, but a proportion of 
the profits of the ship in lieu of it. 

Thus situated, the cargo must be landed in Nimou's Bay, and 
thern is no plw.:c Lo put it in except thr Ntahlc, \\hieh is I am afraid 
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very small for the purpm,e, the Dragoon Horses and those of the 
Oflicers are now in it; and if it is taken for the Blli!Joud's Cargo 
the Windows and Doors must be made secure, being at present in 
,a very bad condition. I have &c. 

(Signed) JOHN PRINGLE. 

[Original.] 

Lrltrr from, the EARL OF MACARTKEY to the HIGHT Ho. OUJl.\BLE 

Hi-;~RY DUNDAS. 

CASTLE OF Gooo HOPE, JuM 14th 1798. 

Sm,-This is the first opportunity that I have had of writing 
to you since the 7th of May, the date of my last dispatch. 

I am now to inform you that none of the Ships with Mr. 
Davidson's stores (which you mention in your letter of the 2Gth of 
last ,January that you had directed to be provided for this place 
thro the care of Mr. Huskiseon) are yet arrived, and indeed, con­
sidering that the season of the year is so far ad vanccd, I trust that 
they will not aITive till it may be perfectly safe for them to come 
into Table Bay, for as I had the honor of observing to you in my 
despatch of the 10th of .July last, Vessels bound for the Cape 
cannot remain in security in Taule Bay during the months of fay, 
June, July, and August, hut must go round to False Bay for that 
period. The distance from thence to this place (Cape Town) is 
upwards of twenty miles, the road in some places scarcely passable, 
and the price of caniago most, exorbitant. Brn,ides this, if from 
circumHtances it, should be necessary to unload the ~hips immedi­
ately, the Goods must lie upon the beach exprn,ed to roubery, lmd 
weather, or other <lamage, till even the exorliilant l'aniage can he 
procured, for we have 110 magazines or storehons •s at False Jlay lo 
deposit them in, all those which formerly belonged lo th<> Uukh 
]fast India Company being in possession of the Na,y, which com­
plains of the want of sutiicient room for its own tuticles. •ilher 
are there any buildings l>elonging to Individuals to be hired, or 
procured by any means, or at any price. And the expence of 
huil<.ling here is so enormous at present that I certainly should not, 
venture to recommernl il. The ship Elligood laden with harley and 
oats for Government having arrived in False Bay a few days Rinn•, 
I Rent l\fr. })ringlc, the C'omrnisc,arv <1P1wral, tbithPr in or<kr to 

 

 



Rrcords of t/11: Uapr Uulony. 2:35 

provide the best measures for securing her Cargo to us, and I now 
enclose to you his letter to me in consequence. :From these infor­
mations and circumstances you will vlease to observe how desirable 
it would be that all Vessels with Government Stores or goods for 
this Rettlement should be obliged by Charter party to deliver 
them in Table Bay between the 1st of September and the 1st 
of May. 

When in my letter of the 2:3rd of August last, I requested the 
articles desired by the Burgher Renate to be sent out here, I wished 
that the business might have been undertaken by the Directors of 
the East India Company, and there are many reasons why they 
should not have declined it. Thanks, however, to your provident 
care and unremitting attention to this Colony, we are not likely to 
suffer from their indifference. When these articles arrive, Mr. 
Pringle, the Commissary General, will take the charge and manage­
ment of them, according to your intentions and the directions you 
have given me thereupon. I have furnished him with a copy of 
those parts of your letters and instructions to me that relate to 
them, and as he is a man of business and integrity, I Jiaye no 
doubt that this service will be performed to your satisfaction and 
that of the Colony. 

Inclosed I have the honor to send you my correspondence with 
Mr. Ross, the Prize Agent for the Captors of the Cape of Good 
Hope, by which you will find that he has, by my direction, 
delivered to Mr. Pringle bills on England to the amount of 
£12,901- 5 -10, as the value of Rixdollars 77,407 - G, the sum 
which he had remitted a considerable time ago under the error of 
its belonging to the Captors. These Bills I haYe directed Mr. 
Pringle to endorse over to J\fr. Huskisson, the Colony Agent, who 
will receive the money and account for it to this Government .. 

In the course of last week the Royol C'lrnrlottc, the Good Hope, 
the TValpole, and the Dora Costlr, Imliamen, arriYed in }'alse Bay. 
On board the latter came My Lord Clive and his family. His 
Lordship tells me that they will all proceed in a few days on their 
destined voyages. I ham, &c. 

(Signed) J\fACARTN"EY. 

The conespondence liet ween the Governor and J\fr. Hoss con­
cerning the collected deuts due to the Dutch East India Company, 
heing Rnmmari~ed in this despatch, is not gi,·cn here. 
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[Original.] 

Letter fro11i the EARL OF l\fACARTXEY to \VILLIA:lt Hus1nsso:-,r, 

ESQUIRE. 

CASTLE OF Goon IIorE, Jun• 15th 17!).~. 

DEAR Srn,-Mr. Dundas having mentioned in his letter of tho 
2Gth of January that mine of the 5th of September, No. 11, ha<l not 
been received, I now transmit to you a copy of it, and also copies 
of my several despatches from No. rn to No. 34 inclusive. 

·we have as yet heard nothing farther of the Ships that were to 
bring the supplies, which you settled with l\fr. Davidson, that he 
was to provide for this Colony, but as from your letter I take it 
for granted that they either already are, or will be very soon 
dispatched, I have directed l\fr. Pringle to forward to you on 
accompt as before another bill on London for £7,001 ,> 10, which 
with the former one of £5,000 complete the sum of £12,f!Ol 5-10, 
being the amount at 20 per cent exchange of rixdollars 77,407-6, 
the entire sum received by l\.fr. Ross and remitted by him to his 
Correspondents in England, under the mistaken idea of its being 
prize property belonging to the ('aptors of this Settlement, whose 
Agent he was, but which l\Ir. Dundas, in consequence of ~ir 
"William Scot's opinion upon the question, directe<l me to call 
upon l\fr. Ross for. All the papers and conei,pondence tlu1,t passed 
here upon that subject are now transmitted to Mr. Dundas by this 
opportunity. 

I wait with great impatience to hear from England, and am &c. 

(~igne<l) l\f l.<'ARTXEY. 

[ Original. J 

Lrtll'I' from lhl' EAHL OF MACAHT:\"gy to the HHa!'r lio:-;ouHABr.g 

IIE!\'UY DU;"<J).\S. 

0A8TLE OP Goon II0r1-:, Ju11e IGth 17!l8. 

Srn,-I have the honor to inform you that in conscqnencl' of 
that part of your letter No. 0, of the ~Gth of ,Jan nary la~t, 
relatire to ::\fr. Brandt's claims upon thi<1 <:o,·prnm<•11t, I h:I\ c 

, 
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directed the Civil Paymaster to make him an allowance of Rds. 
500 per annum, which in the space of ten or eleven years will 
have discharged the amount of his demands. He accepted the 
composition with very good grace, which I mention to his credit, 
as from the papers and correspondence upon the subject now 
enclosed to you, it would appear that most of the articles of his 
private property, as stated by him, were received by the Naval 
Storekeeper, Mr. Farquhar, were expended for the use of the Navy, 
charged to Government, and paid by it, (not to Mr. Ross but) to 
Messrs. Elphinston, Hartwel, and Jackson, the Navy Prize Agents, 
who therefore stand accountable for the money, which I must 
request that you will please to direct Mr. Huskisson the Colony 
Agent to demand, and recover from them, and when recovered to 
account for it with this Government. As soon as it shall be 
received, I should propose to make a new arrangement with 
Mr. Brandt, and pay him at once what may remain due to him. 
My principal reason for the other settlement was that he might 
have something to depend upon immediately, without waiting the 
length of time that usually elapses between receipt and repay­
ment. 

Everything relative to this business is included in the Nos. 
of this Packet, so that Mr. Huskisson will see the whole at one 
view, and be the better enabled to explain matters to the Navy 
1\-ize Agents, if any diffic"'ttlties should arise from their manner of 
~onsidering the claim. I have, &c., &c. 

(Signed) MACARTNEY. 

(The voluminous enclosures, being of no interest now, are not 
given.) 

(Original.] 

Letter from the EARL OF MACARTNEY to the RIGHT IioNOURAJ3LE 
HENRY DUNDAS. 

CASTLE OF Gooo HOPE, June 17th l7!J8. 

Rm,-Inclosed I have the honor of sending to you a return of 
~amp e<1uipage required for the Garrison here, consisting of nearly 
h ve thousand Men sirrned by the De1mty Quarter Master General , b ~ ' 

HJHl approved by Major General Dundas, which the ffoneral has 
11. 
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requested me to forward to you without delay, and to beg that it 
may be complied with as soon as intt) be. 

To this return is atldetl one of the Camp equiparre remaining in 
store, by which yon will observe how much we arc in want of that 
article at present. I have &c. 

(Signed) M.\.CARTKEY. 

(The enclosures in this letter I have not copied.) 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from the WAR OFFICE to the EARL OF MACARTNEY. 

PARLIAMENT STREET, 18 June 1798. 

MY LoRD,-1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Lordship's Dispatches from No. 15 to No. 30 inclusive, whieh 
together with No. 11 (which had not reached me when I last 
adtlressed your Lordship) have been all, with their respectiYe 
inclosures, laid l)efore the King. 

The attention of His Majesty's Ministers has of late been so • 
entirely taken up by Events of the greatest moment, that I haYe 
not been able to bring under their consideration, in such a manner 
as woul<l. justify me in conveying to you any positive determina­
tion upon them, some of the principal points of your LordRhip's 
communications, which require to be weighed with particular 
deliberation. 

For this reason, and from the necessity of dispatching the 
Vessel by which this Letter will be conveyed to you with all 
possible expedition, I am still under the necessity of postponing to 
a future opportunity a more detailed answer to your l>ispatchcs, 
and I can at present only state to you generally the st •ps that 
have as yet been taken in conformity to some of the representa­
tions and requests contained in them. 

The State of the circulating paper Money at the Cape, which 
forms the subject of your Lordship's dispatch No. 11, and is so 
ably and clearly explained in your other letters, has not as yet 
been sufficiently considered to enable me to convey any definitive 
instructions to your Lordship upon the subjccL. 1t appears to me 
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that it may, without great inconvenience, continue for the present 
to be issued as heretofore, and that, unless upon a full discussion of 
the subject a llliforent determination should be taken at some future 
period, it may be advisable not to make any material change in the 
l-lecurity on which it now rests, or to pledge this Country in any 
l)ogree beyond its present Engagements until the return of peace, 
when should the Colony (as I trust it will) be finally retained hy 
this Country, this important subject may be reconsiclercd and 
}ilaced upon a more permanent and advantageous footing. In the 
mean time whatever regulations your Lordship may think proper 
to make in the mode of issuing it, and replacing such as it may be 
necessary to renew, or on any other points which may tend to 
ensure its credit and to prevent Fraud, cannot fail to meet with 
His :Majesty's approbation. Directions have been given in con­
formity to your Lordship's request for providing and sending out 
a supply of one hundred and fifty thousand Cartoons of the 
Colours and Patterns transmitted by your Lordship. 

The steps that were some time since taken to ensure a supply 
of Specie for the payment of the Troops have I hope by this time 
been carried into effect, as your Lordship will perceive by the 
enclosed Letter from Mr. Long to 1\fr. Huskisson, that the Lords 
Commissioners of the Treasury had entered into a Contract for the 
remittance of one hundred Thousand pounds to that Colony on or 
before the 1st of May last. 

The wish expressed by your Lordship that some of the new 
Copper Coin of this Kingdom should be sent to the Cape induced 
mo to make an application to tho Treasury for a supply of not less 
than :Five thousand pounds to be consigned to the Paymaster of 
the ]forces at that Settlement. This Sum in Copper will be sent 
by tho first opportunity, and considering the amount of general 
Circulation at the Cape, I trust it will be found sufficient for all 
the purposes of exchange in which Coins of that small Denomina­
tion can be requisite. 

I have transmitted to the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury 
such parts of your Lordship's letters as relate to the modes to 
which you have been from circumstances compelled to resort, 
for discharging the demands upon Uovernmeut for articles of 
necessity supplied from India and obtained at such opportunities 
as oll'erecl. 

lt is necessary now to trouble your Lordship with the circ·u1u­
,'l :.: 
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stances that induced the East India Company to decline carrying 
to their own account your Lordship's Bills upon them for Tt!Il 
thousand pounds, which were in consequence repaid to them by 
the Treasury; the remittance received from your Lordship to their 
order has of course been disposed of in a manner which has 
already been stated to your Lor<lship by Mr. Huskisson. 

Communications have also been made to the different Depart­
ments whose duty it will be to co-operate with your Lordship in 
carrying into effect the several measures of retrenchment you have 
recommended ; and I have taken care to transmit to the Court of 
Directors an account of the apparent misconduct of the persons 
charged by the Government of Bombay with the care of pro­
viding a supply of provisions for the Cape, and of your proceedings 
to prevent the public being injured by this shameful transaction. 

It is my duty to acknowledge your Lordship's attention in 
transmitting the account of the dispute between the Russian and 
an Officer in the Company's Service, the account of which I have 
transmitted to Lord Grenville.• 
• The state of tbe Flour sent from hence on board the E11rydicc 

has afforded me infinite regret and disappointment. I am inclined 
to believe that it is principally to be ascribed to the long and 
unfortunate detention of the Ship by contrary Winds in the port 
of this Kingdom, but the circumstance has been communicated to 
the Treasury, and I have desired that a strict Scrutiny may be 
made into the affair. 

The charge made by Captain Wilkinson for the freight of the 
Gunpowder sent from Bengal has also been referred to the Court 
of Directors. 

I cannot close my Dispatch without expressing to your Lordship 
the great satisfaction I have received from the clear and per­
spicuous statements you have transmitted, of the Situation of the 
Settlement under your Command, and it is with sincere pleasure I 
obey the King's Commands in conveying to your Lord~hip His 
Majesty's gracious approbation of your exertions and success in 
promoting the internal tranquillity of this valuable possession and 
in placing its Civil and Military Estaulishment upon its preBent 
footing ; and it is a satisfaction to me to acld that the assistance 
and co-operation you have received from Major General Dundas 

• This refers to a quarrtl on board a ship, which being of no interest, tho 
,lcspatch of the Governor reporting it has not been copied. 
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did not pass unnoticed by His Majesty, who was pleased to signify 
His approbation of tb.e General's conduct. 

Your Despatch No. 32 has been received since this Letter was 
written, No. 31 is not yet come to hand. 

L Office Copy.] 

Letter froni the WAR OFFICE to the EARL OF MACARTNEY. 

PARLIAMENT STREET, June 18th 1798. 

MY LORD,-A variety of occurrences both here and in India 
have lately afforded me strong ground to suspect that Tippoo Saib 
and some other Native Princes were meditating an attack on the 
Hriti.,h J>ossessions in India, and that they had received promises 
of support and co-operation from France, in whatever measures 
they might undertake for this purpose. My apprehensions on 
both these points have been in a manner confirmed by the con­
tents of your Dispatch No. 32 which reached me on the 
14th instant, and by Intelligence received from several quarters 
respecting the destination. of the Secret Expedition which sailed 
from Toulon on the 19th ultimo under the Command of General 
l3uonaparte. This Armament, consisting of Thirteen Sail of the 
Line and a considerable number of smaller Ships of War and 
Transports, on board of which near 30,000 Land Forces are said to 
be embarked, is reported, as you will perceive by the enclosed 
papers, to have proceeded to Egypt. I must here inform your 
Lorclship that as soon as information was received in this Country 
of the preparations making at Toulon and the other ports of the 
Mediterranean, to fit out and send to Sea a considerable Expedition, 
every effort was made to detach a British Squadron into those 
Reas, and that there is reason to believe the ]force selected for this 
1mrpose will have pass •d the Straits nearly about the same time 
as the French Fleet sailed from Toulon. This Force, though some­
what inferior in number, is so <lecicledly superior to that of the 
Enemy in every oth 'r respect, that should the latter be overtaken 
lJcfurc they reach .\.lexandria (the supposed Port of their destina­
tion) the most sanguine prospect of success may reasonably be 
entertained, I.mt as every prospect of this nature is liable to dis 
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appointment, it is the duty of His Majesty's Confidential Servants, 
considering the magnitude of the objects at stake, to presume, and 
proceed upon the supposition, that the Enemy has reached Egypt 
without interruption, and from their knowledge of the interior 
weakness of that Country, they must, in that case, look forward to 
its probable and easy subjugation, even without the concurrence of 
the Ottoman Porte, and more particularly if undertaken with 
their concurrence, as stated in the Intelligence from Frankfort 
\Vithout dwelling at present on the importance of that acquisition 
to the future commercial and political Interests of France, I i,hall 
consider it solely with a view to the object that ambitious and 
implacable Enemy has now more immediately in contemplation, 
namely the destruction of our power in India, by an attack upon 
the British Territories in that Quarter. 

It is not necessary, for the purpose of this Dispatch, to detail 
the diITerent means by which an Army might possibly be trans­
ported from the Mediterranean to India. .All of them, I admit, 
are replete with difficulties, arnl such as cannot he overcome in 
some cases without exposing the Army to cunsi<lerable risk and 
danger, in others to great fafr . .(ue aml loss of time un<l ~1en, lmt 
these are considerations that \\ill not operate \\ith the unprineipled 
de ·perate Government of .France, or with the adYentnruus specula­
tive Leader aml the entlrnHiast ic and delu<le<l Followers of this 
.Enterprise, and it, therefore, appears necessary that every e.·ertion 
should be made to protect our Ill(lian fanpire against the formi<l­
able danger to which it may he exposed from the unit •<l efforts of 
:French arms and of the Native powers cooperating with them in 
hostilities against us. 

:For this purpose measures will he taken, in part hy 8hips to be 
detached from this Country, and in part hy I>etaclunenls from tho 
Squadrons at the Cape an<l in India, to station a <·ompetent • Tarnl 
}'urce at the entrance of the ItPtl Sea and of the Persian llulf, in 
order to prevent any communication by ~ea 1,ctw •en the French 
in Egypt and the Continent of India, but in iuhlition to these 
precautions, your Lonlship I am persuaded rnu~t be convinced of 
the absolute neces~ity of reinforcing our Army in India by every 
means in our power. 

In the present Situation of our .Forces at home, and with the 
Hehellion which unfortunately rages in Ireland, no assistance 
whatever can be sent fiom this Country, and all that ean be dune, 
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after maturely considering the relative importance and the relative 
security of the different objects and possessions in which our 
}forces are now occupied abroad, is to make such Detachments 
from them as the superior importance and more imminent danger 
of India, on the one hand, appear to require, and as can be spared, 
on the other, from these different quarters, without exposing them, 
according to our present Intelligence and the best judgment that 
can he formed, to any very serious risk, until the deficiency which 
these Drafts must for the present occasion in their means of 
defence can be replacecl. 

Acting upon this principle, and conceiYing that a reinforcement 
of not less than Five thousand Disciplined and seasoned Troops 
should be landed in India as soon as possible, His Majesty has 
been pleased to signify His Commands that two efficient Hegiments 
should be sent from Gibraltar, three from Portugal, and two from 
the Cape of Good Hope, in addition to that part of the 28th Light 
Dragoons which is to be forwarded to India in conformity to my 
Dispatch of the 1st instant. 

The two Hegiments of Infantry which His Majesty has been 
pleased to fix upon to proceed from the Cape are the 84th and the 
Hcotch J~rigade, and as it is of the utmost importance that this 
Senice should be executed with all possible expedition, I shall 
send off these Instructions by a fast sailing Vessel, and im­
mecliately on the receipt of them your Lordship will consult 
with the Officer Commarnling His Majesty's Naval :Forces on 
the Station, and in concert with him take the most effectual 
means of carrying them into execution, by embarking the Troops 
on board such Ships of \Var or other Vessels as may be at y:our 
disposal, or can be procured for this purpose, and sending them 
under a proper convoy to the Presidency of Madras, where they 
are to be land(•d. 

I am well aware that in calling on your Lordship to part with 
so considerable a proportion of your present Garrison, the 
remainder will be very ina(lequate to what, in the opinion of your 
Lorclship and the best l\Iilitary Judges, is necessary for the 
Defence and preservation of the Cape in case of a serious attack. 
Your Lordship is so fully po8sessed of my sentiments with 
respect to the importance of that f;l'ttlement to the permanent, 
and essential IntcrestR of this C'ountry in India, that nothing buti 
the cireumslances which appear more immediately to tnreaten 
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those Interests could have induced me to submit to IIis Majesty 
the expediency of recurring to the measure in question, and your 
Lordship may rely on every effort being matle to replace the 
deficiency that must for a time exist, as soon as, consistently with 
a <lue attention to the demands that now press upon us at home, 
any Troops can be tlisposed of for distant ]foreign Service; and in 
the mean time I have a satisfaction in observing to your Lordship, 
that Our Naval Force is so decidedly superior in every quarter, 
and the season of the year is so favorable to its being employed 
and appropriated in such a manner as to Blockatle all the principal 
Ports of the Enemy, whilst the only effort they have been, or I 
trust will be able to make by Sea, has taken so different a 
direction, that I cannot but entertain a most sanguine hope that 
no attempt from Europe can be made to interrupt the safety and 
tranquillity which the Cape has enjoyed since it has been placed 
under your Lordship's Government. 

I feel that I should not do full justice to the Public and to that 
Settlement in this v:ery critical juncture, if I did not represent to 
your Lordship how very ,lesirahle it must he that your Lordship 
should continue to assist His Majesty for some time longer "·ith 
the benefit of your zeal, experience, ancl abilities in the Uovern­
ment in which you are now placed. The maintenance of Peace 
and a good understanding within the Settlement; the continuance 
of its progressive Improvements, and the ohligatious due t.o your 
Lonlship's Exertions in both the e respects, must rernlcr the 
Inhabitants at the Cape 110 less anxious than His :tlfajc:o.ty's 
Uovernment at home, that your Lordship's Health shoul<l allow 
you to hold this important Trust, at least for the rnmaincler of thi~ 
year. l' nder such circumstances, nothing hut Lhe i.tale of your 
health, I am salisliccl, coul<l overrule the inclination i,o uniformly 
manifestc1l by yom Lonlship to prnmote th<· puhlic• Hc•n-ice. On 
l'Vl"ry consi1l1:ratiou, public and private, I hall rPgrl'l yonr heing 
obliged to return to Europe on this grournl; hut, shoul1l you firnl 
it, necessary, your Lorclship will of course leave the Uovem11te11t 
in the hands of the Lieutenant Governor (leneral Dumlas, until 
a, proper Successor can lie appointed and seut out from this 
Country. 

 

 



Records of the Cape Colony. 265 

[Original.] 

Letter fro,n the E.rnL OF MACARTNEY to the RIGHT Hq::rnuRABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CASTLE OF Gooo HOPE, June 19th 1798. 

Srn,-I am to acknowledge the receipt of your correspondence 
with the East India Company on the subject of their supplying 
this Colony with India and China Goods for its consumption. 
The regulations adopted in consequence will remove many of 
the difficulties which we lay under, and prove a source of 
considerable profit to the Company. The utmost vigilance, as far 
as depends upon me, you may rest assured shall be continued to 
prevent, or defeat any practices against their interests, but I must 
beg leave to repeat my recommendation of their having the 
Custom House in their own hands, as long as they are to enjoy 
the exclusive trade from the eastward to the Cape. It would 
1ireclmle all grounds of complaint and probably produce a larger 
revenue to the Crown. 

I have written to the three Presidencies of India to acquaint 
them with the late arrahgement, and I take it for granted they 
will pay the proper regard to it. 

In order that some idea may be formed by the East India 
Company of the value of their monopoly of supplying goods from 
the castwar<l for the annual consumption of this Colony, I have 
the honor of now enclosing to you a copy of the indent made by 
the Burgher Senate. I have desired Mr. Pringle the Agent to 
write to the different Settlements for the articles contained in it, 
with the exception only of the Indigo, cotton stockings, and 
porcelain from China, as the first may, I believe, be procured 
hotter from Uungal, and the two latter of Briti ·h manufacture from 
Nottingham and f;tall'onbhire, for which purpose two or three 
l~nglish importing Merchants here have already been spoken to. 

I should imagine that the East India Company will recei YO a 
very considerable percentage upon the goods which may be sold. 
here on their account, and there can be no doubt, if we retain 
this important plaee at a peace, that their sales would he 
immensely increased by the natural improvement anu additional 
<lemantls of lhe Inhabitants. Nothing therefore can be more 
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true than that the Crown, by taking possession of the Cape, has 
most amply consulted the interests of the East India Company 
in every point of view, not only providing for their convenience 
and security by its happy position, and local ascendancy, hut 
opening a new market and intermediate depository for their trade 
and commodities. However these advantages may be blinked hy 
some, or unknown to others, they must soon force a general 
conviction of their value, in spite of real ignorance or affected 
indifference. If ever therefore, at any future period, His ~fajesty 
should be disposed to cede the Cape of Good Hope to the East 
India Company, it would prove to them an acquisition of pro­
digious importance, deserving a very high price to be paid for 
it, and worth infinitely more to them than any apprehemled 
expence which its maintenance could involYe. If on the other 
hand, this Colony is to remain in the hands of the Crown at a 
peace, it will still be reasonable that the Company Rhoulll pay 
a handsome compensation for a continuance of the extension, 
now granted, of their monopoly from the eastward to the Cape. 
Should they decline it, there can be no question that other 
Nations would biu for the preference, and offer a cousillernule 
price for it. I just throw out this hint, because by a private 
letter or two which I have seen, from England, it woulu seem 
as if there were not wanting some Gentlemen in Leaclenhall 
Street, who affected to disparage or umlervalue this Colony. lf 
this be the real opinion of the Company, and the Cape should 
slip from us, Tcmpus crit magno cmn optavcrit emptum. 

I have, &c. 
(Signed) 1\1.\l':\.RT.:-IEY. 

[Enclosure in above.] 

Hrs ExCELLEC\CY GEORGE, EARL OF MACARTNEY, Kni!Jht of the 
most hon011rablr Order of the Batn, Governor of the Cape of 
(:Ood Hope nnd its Dependencies, (C:c., &c. 

MY Lonn,-\Ve, the under,dgned Burgher Renate, have the 
honour to acknowledge the receipt of Your Excellency's very 
respected Letter of the 11th instant, desiring us to furnish Your 
Exl'ellency with our Heport relative to the quantity of Teas allll 
other produce or 1\lanufacturc of China rerpiired for the annual 
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consumption of this Colony,-in dutiful compliance of which 
desire we have the honour to lay before Your Excellency the 
following 'tatement, calculated according to our best knowledge, 
to wit: 

One Hundred and Fifty Thousand lbs. Teas, viz. 
10,000 lbs. Hysant, first sort, 
45,000 lbs. Houson, 
50,000 lbs. Congo, first sort, 
4,5,000 lbs. do., second do. 

150,000 lbs. in Boxes of 5 Catties each. 

SeYen and Twenty Thousand pieces Nankin Linen: 
20,000 small pieces, yellow, best sort, 

6,000 ditto, white, ditto, 
1,000 large ditto ditto of 50 Ells.I 

27,000 pieces. 

Oue Thousand Five H"tmdred llolls Rilk Stun: viz. : 
-'>00 rolls best black lustring, 
800 ditto ditto Pansey, 
:.WO ditto ditto Nankin Satin wide 11 Ells. 

1,500 rolls. 

Two Thou~nncl Five Hundred lbs. sundry Sewing Silk, viz.: 
1,000 lbs. coarse or thiek black silk, 

/i00 lbs. fine or thin ditto, 
GOO lbs. sundry Colours, 
/i00 lbs. yellow ankin Linen. 

2,500 lbs. 

Throe Thou~alHl 1mirs White Cotton Stockings, for Uen, "·ith 
large feet, tlw China Stockings being for the must part with small 
feet. 
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One Thousand pieces large sort black wharled N eckhandker-
chiefs. 

One Hundred pieces white wharled Couyon Neck-handker-
chiefs. 

Two Thousand lbs. Indigo or Powder Blue made up in small 
Cakes. 

Six Thousand lbs. Borry or Curcuma. 
Six Thousand lbs. dry Ginger. 
Six Thousand lbs. Vermicelli. 
Eight Thousand lbs. Sago. 

China Ware. 

Six Thousand Five Hundred pieces sundry Dishes in three 
sorts, viz. : 

2,000 pieces large, 
3,000 ditto middling, 
1,000 ditto small, 

500 ditto to serve up Fish in. 

6,500 pieces, all oblong and no round ones. 

Five Hundred Souptureens. 
Twelve Thousand Plates, viz.: 

8,000 deep ones, 
4,000 flat do. 

12,000 pieces. 

One Thousand Lavers with Basins. 
One Thousand Chambers with covers. 
Twenty Thousand sundry Basins and Rowls, viz.: 

1,000 fine large Tea Basins, contaiuit1g three pintil, 
4,000 small Tea Bowls ,, one ditto, 
4,000 larbae common Tea Bowls ,, three 

" 3,000 small ,, ,, ,, one ,, 
3,000 coarse large Tea Basins ,, three ,, 
5,000 coarse small Tea Bowls for the Country People. 

20,000 pieces. 
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Twelve Thousand Tea Cups and the like number of Saucers, 
viz.: 

6,000 pair for Men, 
6,000 pair for Women. 

12,000 pair. 

Note, the China ware is generally to be of that sort which is 
painted in blue, and not in red or any other colour. 

And whereas the Fiscal has signified to us Your Excellency's 
desire to be furnished with a similar Report on other Indian 
produce or manufacture, we, therefore, take the liberty to lay 
before Your Excellency the following additional Statement, like­
wise calculated according to our best knowledge, to wit : 

Calicoes &c. of Surat. 

Five Thousand Banas, brown blue of 7 viza, long 23 and wide 
1 ~ Ell, not made stiff with glue or starch. 

Two Thousand :Five Hundred Perampals, brown blue, long and 
wide as above. 

One Thousand ·white Baftas, long and wide as above. 
Two Thousand pieces Chelass, blue with small squares. 
One Thousand Two Hundred blue Bayotas. 
One Thousand Two Hundred ditto Callas, with red and blue 

Squares. 
One Thousand Two Hundred coarse Corroots, sundry squares 

red and blue, long 6 and wide 1¼ Ell. 
One Thousand Two Hundred agenapats. 
Eight Hundred Browles Lamby of 11 VIza, long 24 and 

wide 1~ Ell. 
One Thou and Two Hundred wide Bherms of 12 viza, long 19 

and wide 1 h Ell. 
Two Thousand coarse Niquauiass of 10 viza, long 19, wide 

lh Ell. 
l!'our Thousand coarse rough Dollys, long 2-1 and wide 11 Ell. 
One Thousand common cotton Blankets for 2 peisons. 
:Five Hundred fine ditto ditto. 
Two Hundred pieces fine Lawn. 
Five Hundred lbs. Salep, best sort. 

 

 



270 Rrco1'(1S of the Ccipc Colony. 

Calicoes &c. of the Co11st. 

Two Thousand pieces coarse white Guinees. 
}'ifteen Hundred Table Guinees of 12 to 24 ponyans. 
Two Hundred pieces fine white Ginghams. 
}'ive Hundred pieces whit,e wharled do. 
One Thousand pieces Ginghams with sundry Rmall Stripes. 
One Thousand pieces fine Keny Derrys with Sundry Stripes. 
One Thousand Pachery's Chintz of sundry colours, but with 

small works or flowers, and extra fine. 
Three Hundred ditto ditto for first mournings, with black 

ground and small white flowers. 
One Hundred ditto ditto for second mournings with white 

ground and black small work. 
One Thousand pieces coarse rough Guinees of 2-:1: Ells long. 
five Hundred pieces fine white l{aftas. 
Two Hundred pieces extra fine white Sailcloth. 
Five Hundred pieces superfine white Coast Guinees. 
Five Hundred common coilon Blankets for one person. 
Three Hundred pieces fine red Handkerchiefs of PallieaL. 
One Thousand pieces common ditto, but the Corners not to be 

white but red. 
SL\'. Hundred pieces common blue ditto. 
Fight Hundred lbs. fine Knitting Cotton. 
Ten Thousand lbs. coarse Cotton for Candle Wicks. 

Calicoes tC:c. of 1Jc11yal. 

One Thousand pieces Sanas, viz. : 
GOO Jirst sort, 
400 second sort. 

1,000 pieces. 

Eleven Hundred pieces Gairns, viz.: 
500 double, 
GOO single. 

1,100 pieces. 
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Twelve Hundred pieces Sailcloth or common Dousoutlies. 
}'our Thousand Cassimbazar Chintz, viz. : 

3,000 coloured, 
1,000 black ground with small works. 

4,000 pieces each of twelve Copidos. 

Twenty Thousll.nd pieces Padna Chintz, viz. : 
12,000 sundry colours and patterns, common sort, 
4,000 Do. Do. extra fine, 
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4,000 Do. Do. with black ground and 
small white flowers. 

20,000 pieces each of twelve Copidos. 

Two Thousand Bandeloos, viz. : 
1500 blue, 

500 red. 

2,000 pieces. 

Calicoes of Crylon. 

One Thoufmnd T,1·0 Hundred pieces IIannecatties, viz. : 
400 fine, 
400 middling, 
400 coarse. 

1,200 pieces. 

Three Thousand Cal megans, to wit: 
2,000 white, 
1,000 rough. 

3,000 pieces. 

Eight Hundred pieces fine Callicatties. 
Besides the above, some other fine Indian Goods more are mado 

nse of here, which we, however, arc unable to compute. 
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Trusting hereby to have accomplished Your Excellency's desire, 
we have the honour &c. 

(Signed) IL ,T. DE WET, 

A. Fr;EcK, 

A. BERRANGE, 

I>. L. CLoET.E. 

In the Assembly of the Burgher Renate at the Cape of Good 
Rope, May 15th 1798. 

[Copy.] 

C11stoms Rctmns from I April to 30 June 1798. 

Imports paying 10 per cent duty 
Imports duty free 

• Rixdollars 3~,753 4 

Imports from the East ward paying 5 per 
cent duty 

290,767 2 

183,009 4 

Ilixdollars 50G,529 10 

Ifo:dollars 20,345 2 

Total Imports 

Exports 

Total amount of Duties and l!'ees received 
at Table Bay and Simon's Bay I{ixdollars 13,l 85 7 

(Signed) Jo1rn HooKE GnEm-rn, 
Collector of Customs. 
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[Copy.] 

List of Ships that called at the Cape from 1 April to 30 June 1798. 

Date. Name. Where from. Nationality. 
-

April 1 Regulus London English . 

" 
1 General Friends Madras English. 

" 
6 Indispensable English, 

" 
15 L'Union Monte Video Spanish. 

" 
H) Dannebrog Bengal Danish. 

" 
23 Cleopatra Madras American, 

,, 23 Pitt Madras Emdish. 

" 
23 Lord l,facartney Madras English. 

" 
23 J1riendship Madras Euglish. 

" 
23 Lushing ton Madras English. 

.,, 23 Lord Ilaw1cesbiiry Madras English. 

" 
23 General Goddard Madras Engli,h. 

" 
23 Three Sisters Calcutta American. 

" 
25. Sulivan Bombay English. 

,, 26. Little Gathai·ina 'l'ranquebar Dane. 

" 
26 Forgosat Bengal Dane. 

" 
~8 Sir Edward Hughes Bombay English. 

May 1 Cornwall St. Helena English. 

" 
1 .Eliza London English. 

" 
1. Devaynes Bombay English, 

,, 1. Ganenholm Copenhagen Dane. 

" 
4. London Spithead English, 

,, 6 Pomona Spithead English. 

" 
6 Diana Spithcad English. 

" 
6 Marquis Cornwallis Spithead English. 

,, 6 Alert Spithead English. 
,, 7 Fran . .Augusta Boubron French. 

" 
8 Britannia London English. 

" 9 Jefferson Boston American, 

" 
9 John and James Spithead English. 

" 
12 Laird Hpithead English, 

" 
2fi Ghristianus Septimus Batavia Daue. 

" 
28 !loyal Admiral Beu~al English. 

" 
30. Princess Charlotte Port~mouth English, 

" 
31 Lucas Portsmouth English. 

June 3 Aligood Portsmouth English. 

" 
5 Walpole Porlsmouth English. 

" 
5 Good Hope Port&mouth English. 

" 
5 Dover Castle Portsmouth English . 

" 
13 Faine London English. 

" 
14 . Princess Royal Bengal English. 

" 
1G . Queen Bengal English . 

" 
18. Denniarlc Copenhagen lJanish. 

" 
18. Bfrminghain Packet Philadelphia American. 

" 
19 Britannia Bengal English. 

" 
19 Lascelles Bengal Engli,h. 

" 
22 .Minerva Colombo English. 

II. 'l' 
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[Original.] 

Letter from the EARL OF MACAJtT;-(EY to the HIGHT IIoNOUil.1.TlLE 

HENRY DuxnAs. 

CASTLE OF Gooo IloPE, J11.ly the 7th 1708. 

Srn,-.As Sir Hugh 1hristian will no doubt have written to the 
Lonls Commissioners of the .Admiralty an account of a transaction 
which bas lately happened here, and which is e<iually interesting 
to the Government and the Admiralty, you will of course expect 
to hear from me upon the subject at the same time. I shall 
endeavor to state it in as few words as possible, and therefore 
hasten to acquaint yon that Captain Charles Elton Prescot, com­
manding the Princess Charlotte lncliaman, bound to l\failras direct 
from England, being much alarmed by the cornluct of his Ship's 
Company which on the ~()th of May had broken out into acts of 
mutiny and revolt, conceived it necmisary for the safety of the 
Rhip and the interest of his employers to put into !-iimon's Bay 
then his nearest port, in order to obtain the assistance of His 
:Majesty's R<1uadron to secure and punish the Mutineers. His 
principal oflicers and passengers concuned with him in the 
propriety of the measure, an<l in the eYcniug of the next <lay 
the Pri,u·rs.~ Clw l'lutlt came to an auehor at a small di:,;tanee 
from the Saptrr, cornma1Hled hy Captain Edwanls, the i,euior 
otlieer of the Fleet, Rir JI ngh ( 'hristian l>eing at that monwnt 
absent in Cape Town. Captain l'reseot having a<'quaint •<I <'aptain 
Edwards of the circumstance!-! of the lmsine,;s, and his n•tt'Olls for 
coming into harbor, <'aptain Ethrnnls oJfors to sen,[ on hoarcl the 
Princess C/{(lr/otlt, and to take the mutineers into custody without 
delay, but Captain l'rescot obsPning that it was then late, the 
People pretty quiet arnl the Nhip secured, i-aid he thought it 
would he better or more eon,euient to defer apprelwndi11g them 
till the morning. Captain Edwards acquiesces, and early next 
morning orders a 1iarty under the command of Lieuh•rnrnt 
MacLeane on board the l'rincrs.~ Cl111rlottr, wheru Captain l 1rescot 
poiuts out to him eighteen l'crsons as Mutinecrn, but sayH lie 
desires to select four only, as being the greatest Offonden.i. The;;e 
are immediately laid hold of, ancl carrie<l on hoard the Sr1ptrr.. 

The .Admiral Sir Hugh Christian, who luul bceH infurme<l by 
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a letter from his Captain of the circumstances of the Princes.~ 
('/i(I rlotfo's arri nil, returns to Rimon's Bay, and orders a Court 
l\fmtial to try them. It assembles, swears in the members, 
lJrings up and arraigns the Prisoners, and proceeds to the ex­
amination of the 1st and 2nd :'.\fate, from whom it appears that 
the reason why the Prisoners were not confined on board their 
own Hhip before coming into Port was that Captain Prescot, not 
heing ascertained of the extent of the mutiny and fem'ing it to be 
general, did not think it prudent to risk the measure at that 
time. The Court Martial, having gone thus far, stop short, and 
determine that, according to their construction of the 21st Section 
of the GGth Chapter of the 33rd of the King, commonly called 
the Prize Act, they are not competent to try the prisoners, so 
that for want of the prisoners being confined precisely in the 
particular mode by which they interpret the Statute, their con­
clusion follows that howe,·er criminal such Prisoners might be, 
they could neYer be tried at all. 

The Admiral naturally differs in opinion with these Gentlemen 
and endeavors to bring them to a reasonable way of thinking, but 
all to no purpose. They persist in their notions, and as the 
actirn services of Rome of them were immediately required and 
could not well be di~pensed with, the Admiral is under the 
necessity of taking upon himself the irregularity of dissoh-ing 
the l'ourt l\1artial. Hoping howe,·cr that ,Justice may be done 
in some other mode, he writes to me for my opinion whether a 
< 'ourt of Admir,tlty ,vould not lJe competent to take cognizance 
of the ca~e, as direclecl by tho . .\ct of the 11th and 12th of King 
"\\'illiam the Third, Chapter the 7th, entitled an act for the more 
effectual suppression of l'iracy. l ga1·c my opinion, not only 
that it would, lmL lllul iL confirmed hy sueh professional authority 
as was within my rea<'h, that of :\lr. Jr olland, the J U<lge of the 
Yiee Admiralty < '!nut, anll that of :-,ir Tlrnmas Htrange, the 
Hccurllcr of 1\1adras, who in hi;, passage thither happened to 
i;top at the ( 'ape. I also informed the Allmiral that 1 was 
ready to hold the < 'umt for the trial of Pirates, whenever required, 
at the time that might be most convenient to the ~\drniral. Some 
days after, the Allmiral haYing gi,en notice to a sufficient number 
of his < 'aptains to be in Town to attend the Court of Piracy, comes 
11p to Town himself, in order to be present also, I.mt some doubts 
ha,ing ari'<en in his min<l upon reconsidering the suhjeet, he stops 

T ~ 
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in his way to Town at General Dumlas's house, arnl communicates 
them to him, which were no less than that he now thought the 
Prisoners could not be tried in the manner he had suggested, viz. 
by the Piracy Act of the 11th and l~th of King William the :fr1l, 
that act being so far repealed according to his ideas, by the 21st 
Section of the GGth Chapter of the ;J:3r(l of the King, commonly 
called the Prize Act, but in adilition to this the Admiral mentioned 
to me another difficulty, which was that he could not, consistently 
with his rank as Ta val Commander in Chief here, sit in the 'ourt 
of Piracy according to the direction of His Majesty's Commission. 
I told him that there was no question of precedency, but of the 
fulfilling a duty, and that the Members of the Court could not 
regularly be sworn, or sit in any other order than that in which 
they were named and appointed by the Commission, but that if 
he persevered in bis opinion I conceived it would he better for 
him not to attend th· Court at all, than to attend it to make the 
eclat of a protest. He thought differently, as did the other avy 
Officers who bad been summoned. The minutes of the Court, 
which are transmitted to you with this letter and several other 
papers for reference, will show what passed 011 that occasion, and 
that the Admiral and his four Captains having left UR, we, the 
remaining Commissioner~, in pursuance of the Ad, complete<l our 
number to seven, and procernletl to the discharge of our duty, by 
trying the Prisoners brought before us, one of whom was ac<p1ittcd, 
and the other three con victml. 

It is now my duty to inform you that the peculiar circumstances 
attending this affair, s11ch as the Court l\1arlial's doubts of their 
own competency to try the Mulineet·H, the dissolution of that 
Court Martial without previously pronouncing a 1wut •n(·e, the 
conseq_uent recom"e to the Commission of Piracy in <mler to 
obtain Justice, the q_ue,;Lion started by the .Admiral whether n. 
trial under the Piracy Act of King William ha(l not l1een pn•cludc1l 
by the 21st ~ection of tl:.e l'rize Act, the scrupulosity of the 
Admiral and his Captains on the point of precedence, the di ver:,ity 
of opinion with regard to the respective guilt of the Prisouers, not 
one of whose cases was decided upon unanimously, all these co11-
sid1::rations joined to some others have i1Hlucecl me to respite the 
Rentence of death passed upon the Prisoners, until the King's 
pleasure shall be known. And I flatter myself still fartlwr with 
your in<lulr•encc to me for offering my humble opinion th:tt tlw,;e 
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unfortunate l\fen should experience His l\fajesty's mercy. The 
solemnity of trial, conviction, sentence, and death warrant will, I 
trust, lrnve already made almost as strong an impression as if 
actual execution had taken place, and the imprisonment for so 
long a space of time as must intervene between the date of this 
letter and the notification of Ilis Majesty's commands thereupon, 
may well be consitlered as a very severe degree of punishment. 
Should therefore my sentiments on this subject be approved of 
you will please to communicate to Government here, as soon as 
may be, the King's pleasure in granting a full pardon for all 
J>iracies and felonies, to ,John Mills, John Newberry, and "William 
Laws, now under sentence of death and confined at the Cape of 
Good Ilope, and to direct that, such pardon shall be published by 
proclamation issued under the hand and seal of the Governor, 
or Person commanding in Chief in this Colony for the time being. 
You are aware that by my commission I am authorized already to 
pardon all crime, (high treason and wilful murder excepted) but I 
conceive that in the present instance the King's mercy will be 
displayed here with more efficacy, weight, and dignity, if under­
stoo1l to be particularly his own act, and rather a grace following 
rlirectly from the Sova.reign himself, than a discretional exercise 
of power by his Representative. 

Having extern.led this lettP.r to such a length, it would be 
inexcusaLle in me to trespass on you farther; I must not, howevt:r, 
conclu<le it without assuring you that, notwithstanding the late 
difference bet\\'een the Admiral and me, it is the only one, and has 
had no other effect Lut clepri ving me of the pleasure of his cqmpany 
and the benefit of his assistance on the trial. As however a 
similar difficulty may occur again, if not provided against in time, 
I humbly submit to you, whether it may not be proper to signify 
your opinion how this point, should be understood in future, and 
whether the ( 'um missioner::; are to sit according to the order iu 
which they are named and appointed by His Majesty's Com­
mission, or if not, how the precedcncy is to be settled. I have, 
&c., &c.:., 

(Signed) l\L\.CARTNEY. 

(I have not, considered it nccesHary to copy the enclosures in 
thk; letter, which arc very voluminous.) 
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[Original.] 

Letter from the EARL OF :MACART~EY to the RIGHT HoxounAilLE 

lIENttY Du~n.\s. 

CASTLE OF GOOD HOPE, July the fJl11 1798. 

Srn,-Inclosed I have the honor of sending you the last monthly 
return, as also the weekly state of His liajesty's troops serving in 
the Colony. I transmit at the same time the list of arrivals and 
departures of such Ships as have touched at the Cape of Good 
Hope from the 1st of April to the 30th of June. 

The Deputy Quarter Master General's accounts ending on the 
31st of December last, which I mentioned in my dispatch No. 30 
of the !)th of :March, were sworn to Lefore me about a fortnight 
ago, and are now forwar,led. 

I propose sending to Europe Ly the 1'Iinrrra Indiaman, Captain 
Smith, two delinquents, named ,Joseph Frit;: arnl Francis Bonk, 
who have been sentenced by the laws of the Colony to perpetual 
Lanishment, and I shall take the same opportunity of transporting 
from hence another Yery ba<l 1mbject, one ,Joseph Delport, who 
was a principal agent in assembling the Jacobin convention in the 
l)utch time for the subversion of the then sub~isting Government. 
Being a dangerous person, arHl having refused to take the oath of 
allegiance, tho repeatedly summoned, I have thought it advisalJle 
for the public service to free the Country from him, and he 
accordingly goes on board the 1'ffocrra to Le farther disposed of 
,vitlt the others, as may be jmlged most proper. Their passage 
will be paid out of the Treasury here, so that neither Captain 
Smith, nor the East India Company will have any farther claim 
upon Government for their account. I have, &c. 

(gigned) :M.\CAltTXEY. 
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[ 0 rigiual. J 

Ldle1· from the EARL OF M:ACART!\EY to the RIGilT Ho!\Ot:RABLE 

HEXRY DU!\DAS. 

CABTLJ: OF Goon Hon, July 10th 1798. 

Sm,- 1 haYe the honour to inclose a set of private signals which 
have been concerte<l by the Admiral and me to be used by British 
~hips approaching the Cape of Good Hope. In order to keep the 
signals se0rct, it is necessary that they should be first made from 
the Ship. I baYe, &c. 

(Rigncd) MACARTNEY. 

[Original.] 

Letta fru11i Am1m.\L CmnKTIAN to Ev.\~ :XEPEAN, EsQRE. 

Tremn1dotu IN RIMON'S BAY, 

CAPE OF Goon HoPE, 11th July li98. 

Hm,- 1 herewith transmit to you for the information of my 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty the Disposition of the 
S<1uadron under my Command, together with an Abc,tract of their 
Htate and Condition; and am to desire that you will be pleased 
to acquaint their Lordships that the John and Jame.~ · freighted 
with Provisions for the use of the Navy, and mentioned in my 
letter of the 8th of May past to have parted company with the 
Garland on the 2:Jrd of April, arrived at this Anchorage a few 
days afterwards. I have, &c. 

(Rigncd) Ilt:Gll C. CllRISTIA.~. 

 

 



280 llccol'tls of the Cape Culon!J. 

[Enclosure in above.] 

Disposition of the Squadron of His ltlajc8ly's Ships and Yrssds 
11nder the Command of Rrar .Admiral Sir Hugh Clourrry 
Christian, KB., at the Cape of Good Hope the 11th Jilly 
1798:-

Tremendous 
Sceptre . 
Raisonaule . 
Jupiter 
Impcriruse . 
E11phrosy,ie 
Trusty . 
Chichester 
Stately . 
Braavr. 
Garland 
Stllr 
Sphynr:. 
Rattlesnake. 

I/ope 

: l in Simon', Bny. }'it fo, Rea. 

: } Ordered home with the Comoy. 

: l 
: j 

()ff the Mauritius E. hy N. 12 Leagues, antl 
with orders to destroy the Po~ts at Mada­
gascar belonging to the Enemy. 

In Saldanha Bay. 
In Plettenberg's Bay with the Echo Trans­

port, the Master Rhi1rn right, and ] 8 
Shipwrights, to procure Timber for tho 
use of the Yard, and to examine the 
nature of the "\Voocl. 

On her return from Rt. Hdcua. 

(Higncd) lit:<,n ('. CmmrnA. ·. 

r Original. l 
Letter from the EARL OF MACARTXEY to the RIGIIT IIoxounAnLF. 

Jb:XRY DUXD.\8. 

CASTLi; 01 Goon Hon., Au!J11 t IOl/1 1708. 

Sm,-I have now the honor of sentli11g to you the monthly 
return of His Majesty's Troops serving in this Colony on tho 
1st instant, and also the last weekly state of the same. 

By the letter you will please to observe that there does not 
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now remain a i;ingle patient in the Oeneral Hospital, arnl unle"s 
our tr,m1p1illity here should be disturbed hy an attack, I should 
hope that the Hegimental Hospitals would be nearly sufficient 
for the usual sen·ice. Sure I am that more than half of the 
persons on the :\fcdical E ' tahlishment here can very well be 
spared, arnl I shall therefore give leave of absence to three or four 
of them who have solicitc<l learn to return home, which will 
r<>lieve ns from the charge of their lodging money and of other 
articles <lcrived fron1 their residPtiee here. I have taken aclrnntage 
of the pre ent opportunity to order the neneral Hospital to lie 
completely cleansed and repaired, which it stood in great want of, 
and some regulations to be observed, which may prove of future 
benefit and economy. 

I have the honor to trarn,mit to you copies of the Quarterly 
Books and accounts of the Collector of the Customs, ending on 
the 30th of June last, comprehending seven numbers as per list 
of the Packet inclosed. 

In my la t letter to you, No. 41 of ,July 10th, I had the honor 
of :,;e1Hling you a set of private signals that had been concerted 
lJetween the Admiral and me for British Ships approaching the 
< 'ap' of Good Hope, sit ce wl1ich I have receiYed from . ir Hugh 
( 'hrdian a cliffereut !'let, which the Admiralty has lately appointed 
to be used here. I have c·c. 

(Signed) l\L\.C.\ltT!\EY. 

[<lJlice ('opy.] 

/,1 It, I' frn,n /hr ·w \n OF! JUE fo fht EARL OF l\f\uHT!\EY. 

l'AHLIA'ILNT RTIIEET, 22nd Au911sl, 17!)~. 

I\ Ln1rn,- The Conmy hy which this Di patch is conveyed to 
your Lord. hip carries out the (j lsL and 81st Hegimcnts of Infantry 
dcsti11e1l to replace the HPgime11ts which it ha b en expedient to 
ildach from the ('ape to l1Hlia. 

It ,rn11l1l have heen a great satisfaction to me to have heen 
cnahl<•d to <ldach this relief from Europe to the Cape without 
railing upon you at the same time to make any further J)etachments 
from the Forces now at that Settlement, lmt on a full con ideration 
nf our military concerns in every Quarter, I felt it my Duty, 
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however reluctantly, to a<lvise His :Majesty to order one more 
Itegiment from the Cape to India, in addition to those which your 
Lordship was instructed by my secret Dispatch of the 18th June 
to forward to that Quarter; but I have the satisfaction to assure 
your Lordship that this deficiency will be in a great measure, 
if not entirely, supplied by sending out to the Cape another 
Itegiment of Infantry and some Recruits for the present Garrison, 
the whole of which I have the strongest assurance will be ready 
to embark by the first ·week in October at the latest. This 
temporary diminution of the C:-arrison it is my wish and intention 
to maintain constantly at the Cape will not, I am confident, be 
productive of any real inconvenience, for, on the one haml, all 
the favorable circumstances in the situation of affairs in .Europe 
which may fairly be supposed to conduce to the safety of the 
Cape still continue undiminished, whilst on the other, the appear­
ance and state of our important concerns in India call for the most 
i;peedy arrival in that Quarter or the whole reinforcement which 
they have been led to expect by DiRpatches overland from this 
( 'ountry; and I am therefore to signify to your Lonlship His 
~fojesty's Pleasure that in case you should have hecn enabled to 
forwanl the 8-Hh Regiment and the cotch ]3rigacle to India before 
the arrival of the present Convoy, you are with the least po. sihle 
clclay to cause the Regiment to he embarke<l on hoanl such of the 
Ships taken up by tho East Imlia Company as may ho wante<l for 
this service, and. to urge the departure of the Raid Ships with en•ry 
dispatch that can be made aft •r they Rhall have disembarked the 
Troops destined to remain at the Cape and have receive<l on hrnml 
the Hegiment. Your Lonlshi p will also in the ca e above 
m •ntioned give directions for the 1Vi·!Jmuuth, armed Tran:,port, to 
return immotl.iately to Europe. On the olh •r hand, as iL is 
possible that you may not have been enabled to procure the 
Shipping necessary for the conveyance of the whole of the two 
Hegiments first ordered to India, the present Convoy has been so 
arranged as to be competent to the reception of so much of the 
same as may possibly have remained at the ape for want of 
accommodation, and in this contingency your Lord hip will tl.ir ct 
any such remains to be embarked on board these Ships as soon as 
they shall have landed the Glst and 81st Regiments. Umll'r these 
circumstances the 1Vrymoulh will of course proceed. with them lo 
tlw place of their tle:;tiuation. 
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Should the Departure of so large a proportion of your former 
:Force for India, and the temporary diminution of the Garrison, 
create any unpleasant impression on the mincls of the Inhabitants 
of the Cape, with respect to the real Intentions and views of this 
Country in the preservation of that Colony, I must trust to your 
Lordship's judgment to counteract any such erroneous supposi­
tion, in such manner as may appear to you most proper and 

effectual. 

[Original.] 

Ldtcr fro,n the E.\RL OF llACART:-a;y to the IlIGIIT HoxouuABLE 

HENRY DVSDAS. 

CMTLE OF Goon IIOPE, September 10th I 798. 

Rm,-I have the honor to inform you that the Thctis, Captain 
Hobson, the Loy1tli.~t, Captain ·w atson, and the Princess of 1Villc-~, 
Captain ::\litchell, hulen with the several articles provided hy 
Mr. Davison under the direction of Mr. Huskisson, Agent fur 
this Colony, in consel}'llence of the Burgher Senate's application 
to my Predecessor :--ir James Craig and to myself, are safely 
arrivell here. I have directed llr. Pringle, who is both His 
Majesty's Commissary General and the East India Company's 
.Agent here, to sell the Car<Joes of these Ships in the proportions 
an1I in the manner most likely to be of general benefit to the 
Colony at large. The amount of prime cost, freight, ins~rance, 
and commission, according to Mr. Davison's general invoice 
transmitted to me, and bearing date the 4th of April last, 
is £ri0,:tn. 13. 5., towards answering which I ha,·e directed 
l\lr. l'ringle to be supplied with the following bills, to be by him 
cllllorsed to Mr. lluskisson's order, viz:-

May !Ith 1798, Hercules Ross on Messrs. Diwison and Fraser 
£5,000, value of Hixdolla.rs :{0,000, exchange at 20 per cent. 

,Tune 4th, Ditto on ditto £7,VOl. 5. 10, value of Hixdollars 

47,407. 6. 
August 17th. JJitto on His Majesty's I>aymaster General 

£10,3U0. lfl. 8, value of Hix<lollars ti:.l,343. 
August 22nd. Ditto on ditto £5,833. 6. 8, value of Uix<lollars 

35,000. 
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Reptcml>cr 1st. Ditto on c1itto £4-,270. 0. 2, value of Rixdollarn 
23,U7U. G. 

These ::;everal sums make £33,404. 18. 4, so that in order to 
diiwharge the remainder of the above £50,327. 13. 5, there will 
still be due £1G,922. 15. 1, which shall be paid as fast as the 
means comiug in from the sale of the Goods or other circmnstauces 
enable this GoYerument to remit. ·whatever profit may accrue 
upon winding up the transaction, l\1r. Pringle has my orders to 
pay, together with the amount of the general invoice, into the 
Treasury here, from whence the advances shall have been drawn, 
as on the contrary any loss or deficiency must be borne hy the 
Treasury here, if the sales should fall short of the original cost and 
charges. I have &c., &c., 

(Rigned) ).f.\c.IBT:-.EY. 

[ Original.] 

.ldtrr fro11i tlu EAUL OF :.MACAHT.nY to tltc Rrmrr Ho~ot:n,\BLE 

lIE~RY J)tINDAS. 

UASTLE or Gooo IIoi>E, Sept, mber 18th 17!18. 

Sm,-I have received the honor of your secret di,;patch with its 
enclosures, of the 18th of ,Tune last, by the A lbatro~s, Brig of \Var, 
Captain A1lam, which arrived here on Sull<lay the 211(1 in ·taut. 

Tot a moment was lost in gi ring the proper onlers fur carrying 
your instructions into execution, and every department is now 
lmsily employe1I in making preparations for the speedy embark­
ation of the Troops acconling to your directions. Our principal 
difficulty at present is a want of sufficient tonnage, anrl ha1l it not 
l1een for the fortunate arrival of the Thrti.~, L111J11li.~t, anti l'rintc of 
JV11frs, which brought the stores for this Colony, shipped by 
l\Ir. ])avison, which we have taken up a~ Transports for the 
present service, our means of providing for it wonl<l hav, bl•cn 
totally inaderiuatc; and even with their assistance, we still lal,our 
under many difficulties, but every exertion is use1l to surmount 
them, and I trust that in ten or twelve days from this date we 
shall be able to cm hark eight Compauics of the 8-ith H •girncnt and 
nine Companies of the Scots Briga<lc, crinal to 1:i00 Infantry, rank 
and file, together with ~13 men of the 28th Hegimeut of l>racroon~, 
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being those which will remain fit for service after completing the 
two Troop ordered to be added to the 8th Regiment of Dragoons 
here, in all 180~ rank and file. These together with 72 
( 'om missioned Officers, 128 non-commissioned Officers and 
Drummers, and 22G ·women and Children attached to these 
( 'orps will amount to about 2229 souls, to be despatched for 
J\fadras under the commantl of Major General Baird. 

The two remaining Companies of the 84th aud Scots Brigade 
i,hall be sent thither to join their Regiments by the earliest 
opportunity that offers after ihe arrival of the 61st Regiment or 
such other reinforcement as may in any tlegree supply the 
deficiency of our Garrison, which is now so reduced that after the 
above three Companies shall leave us, tllere will not remain for 
the nece. sary duties, with every possible allowance in our favor, 
above 2400 rank and file. General Dundas and I wished on 
every account to stretch to the utmost the assistance to be now 
sent to India, and upon calculating the indispensable demands of 
the sen ice here, we found that there was not a man to spare 
beyond those we have retained. 

The Ships which are to carry the Troops to India will I hope 
he all ready and clear to take them on board in the course of this 
mouth, so that if no unforeseen accident intervenes, the whole may 
be expected to sail from hence in the beginning of October, and 
will probably arrirn at Mauras in less than twelve weeks from the 
time of their departure. As they are to be convoyed all the ,my 
liy a line of battle Hhip (the Sceptre of G4 Guns) and by another of 
the Harne force to a certain distance, little danger is to be · appre­
hended from tho Enemy, as far as we have any intelligence at 
present. 

I am happy to inform you that all the Troops now under 
onlers for embarkation are remarkallly healthy, in every respect 
well appointed, and strongly animated with the ardor and spirit 
of enterprise which mark the true character of British Soldiers. 
The zeal arnl activity of the General ancl .Admiral in forwarding 
ernry part of this Service that <lepell(ls upon them are such as to 
transcend eYCry praise of mine, and it is a pleasure to mo, as well 
as a duty, to attempt, however imperfectly, to do them .Justice. 

I have, &c. 

(:-,igned) ;\I \('.\llTX [ff. 
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[ Original. J 
Letlrl' jl'om the EARL OF MACA!tT:,,EY to the HIGHT llo~OURABLE 

I!ENHY DUNDAS. 

CASTLE OF GOOD HOPE, September 18th 1798. 

Sm,-I have received the honor of your letter To. 11 of the 
1st of ,Tune, and Mr. Huskisson's of the 18th, inclosing :Mr. Lewis's 
of the 14th and Colonel Brownrigg's of the lGth on the subject of 
the Medical staff here. I have also to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter No. 12 of the 18th ,June. 

My secret despatch of this elate will have informed you that in 
consequence of your instructions communicated in No. 11, the 
remainder of the 28th Regiment of Dragoons (above the number 
necessary to complete the 8th Hegiment of Dragoons acconliug to 
your directions) amounting to upwards of 200 rank and file i~ 
now under orders for em lmrkation, and very speedily to go on to 
Ma,lra:,. 

,vith reganl to the 1\-folical Rtafl~ it is now reduce,l to one 
J>hysiL:ian, one surgeon, arnl two 1\-Iates, of which latter one is 
retained to do duty with the Hottentot Corps till farther orders,­
aml the other is to take drnrge of the (hmeral Hospital with the 
furniture, bedding, medicines, awl other stores contained in it, 
under th1J inspection of the Htafl' l'hyHiciau and Smgeon. All 
the rc,it are onlored home, and will procce,l l,y the earliest 
opportunities that may offor by the East India Hhips that stop 
hon'. 

I feel highly flattcrecl to fiiHl that my i,leas on thr. su hjcet of 
the paper money here ham been Ho dearly urnlcr~tornl arnl 
approYe<l uy you. "'hatcYer permanent regulations may he 
judgc1l !,est to adopt relative to this matter must be tlw work of 
loisure, arnl of tin interrnl of ]>l'll('e. In the mt•an time, arnl 
circumstance1l as wo now arc, it i~ certain that no prejudice, but 
011 the contrary great conYenil'ncc to the Inhaliitants here arnl 
1,cuefit to C:oYermnent at home will arise from permitting the 
established currency to remain on its J>rcscut footing. 

Ho rapid, within a few months, has been the progress arnl 
activity of commercial intercourse of one kind or another in thi,1 
Colony, that contrary to expectation and to all former experience 
l1crc, the siher dollar i~ 1ww in common transa<'liom; almo~t at 
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par with the regulated exchange against paper, and the demand 
fur the Deputy Paymaster's bills on Government at home has been 
for some months past at 20 per cent in its favor. And this I 
think not unlikely to continue so, because I understand that the 
Merchants at this place having of late observed that there would 
probably be considerable demands for supplies of various kinds, 
have speculated largely, and as they are ouliged to remit for the 
value within a limited period, they must purchase good bills at 
whatever exchange they can be got, however high and disadvan­
tageous to them. These circumstances have fortunately operated 
to relieve us at present from any disappointment that might have 
resulted from the failure of the remittance of specie expected 
before the 31st May last, in consequence of Messrs. Boyd, Benfield 
& Co's agreement with the Treasury, as mentioned in Mr. Long's 
letter of the 13th of June to Mr. Huskisson. Some unforeseen 
accident or difficulty, I take it for granted, must have prevented 
that contract from being fulfilled, for it is now the ,18th of 
September, and to this hour not a single piastre or any other coin 
has reached us from that Quarter, nor the slightest notice or advice 
been received of any having been shipped for us. The only 
intimation we hnse hau of being assisted from thence was by a 
communication to me about two months ago of a letter from 
Mr. Boyd to his Brother in law, the Collector of the Customs 
here, a note of which I now enclose. It tells Mr. Greene that he 
may draw on the house of Boyd, 13enfielll & Co. at a tolerable 
exchange, at 90 days date, to tho amount of £2:i,000 sterling, 
paying the proceeds on their account into the hands of the Deputy 
( 'ommissary General, whoso receipt for the same ,r::ts to be trans­
rni ttcd to the House of Boyd, Beniiol<l & Co. You ,rill please to 
ousene that not a word is mentioned of l\fr. lloy(l's intending to 
senll i;pecie from England to remedy the scarcity of it that had 
11revailod here, lmt merely to procure for us, if he could at a 
tolerahlo exehango, the sum of £~3,000. :No u. e was therefore 
made of this oiler, because it was found that instead of being 
ueneficial to Government, it v,ould have operated to its loss, for 
the Deputy Paymaster's bills always command a higher exchange, 
usually 5 per cent more than those of others, consequently 
Government at home would have suffered so much loss by the 
Bills being drawn by Mr. Greene instead of the Deputy Paymaster 
General. 
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The specie that came out by the rir!Ji11ic in ,Tannary la~t 
amounted to 133,021 Hpanish dollarn, equal to £3:3,2.ii:i. 5. 0, aml 
together "·ith £12,000 more in Spanish dollars, pnrchasecl her• hy 
Mr. Hoss tho Deputy Paymaster Ueneral, have enabled him to 
make his payments to the Staff and Privates in hard money as 
usual, and he tells me he is in hopes of fincling the means of 
obtaining specie upon his bills for ,several months to come, 
sufficient to pay the Staff and J>rirntes, especially as our number:, 
are now so much reduced, unless some unforeseen accidents shoulcl 
oeca ion a considerable alteration in affairs. In on! •r, howm er, to 
he provided against aecidents, ancl to secure the Deputy Pay­
master General from being at the mercy of monopolizing money 
holder· here, he recomrnen<ls the sending out from £3,000 to 
£10,000 in dollar::i, so as to arrive at this place within eight or ten 
month . Aud I am of opinion that they will be suflicieut. l 
have, &c., &c. 

(Signed) MACI.RT.:-iLY. 

[Original.] 

E.d!'al'ljt'(J/n 11 l.,dtirfrom Am1m1.1, Pnr ·r:r.E to 
E\-.\. Nu•E\., Es<JHI•:. 

JEDDUHGU, 251/i , tJ,/111.J,;,r, J7!Jf! . 

.'m,- 1\'hile comrnall(ling His Maje:ty's f-;hips at the Cape of 
(lood Hope I found it of the utmo.-t co11scque11cu to c.·plore aml 
get information of the almost totally unknown Coast of ,\frirn 
to the Ea,;twarcl of the Cape, fur wltielt purpose I l mpluycd 
Lieutenant Mel'herson Hice, of Hi l\laj •sty's ~hip Tn,iil!J, aml 
sent him in the llopc Brig. 

T. l'u1. ·c;u:. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from the EARL OF MACARTNEY to the RIGHT HONOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CASTLE OF GOOD HorE, September 26th 1798. 

Sm,-Major General Dundas having been so good as to read to 
me a paragraph of Colonel Brownrig's letter to him, dated from 
the Horse Guards on the 2nd of June last, mentioning that my 
dispatch to you of 29th of December had not been received, I lose 
not a moment in sending a duplicate of it, and in requesting that 
you will please to communicate the contents of it to His Royal 
Highness the Duke of York, whose displeasure I am afraid I have 
been so unhappy as to incur by the appointment of Major General 
(then Colonel) Baird to be a Brigadier on the Staff here. I flatter 
myself that the perusal of it may in some measure remove His 
Royal Highness's dissatisfaction at present, and I trust that I 
shall be able to remoYe it entirely at a future day, when I have 
an opportunity of paying my duty to him in person, which will 
probably be not very distant. I have, &c., &c. 

(Signed) MACARTNEY. 

[ Original. J 
Lrttcr froni AmmiAL CHRISTIAN to EVAN NEPEAN, EsQRK 

Tremendous IN TABLE BAY, 

CAPE OF Gooo IIOPE, 26th September 1798. 

:;;m,-I received by Captain Adam of His Majesty's loop the 
Albatross, on the 3rd of this month, your Letter of the 19th of 
June past, wherein you signify to me their Lord. hips' commands 
to afford the necessary assistance towards the embarkation and 
protection of the 84th Regiment and Scotch Brigade, destined to 
serve at Madras. 

I have in consequence (acting in concert with the Earl of 
1\lacartncy) directed the Hesident Agent of the Transport Service 
to provide the necessary Tonnage for the reception of the Troops, 
which he has been able in part to procure, in proportion of one 

Q u 
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ton and a half for each person to be embarked. IIis Majesty's 
Ship the Sceptre will be to receive Major General Baird, eight 
other Officers, and three hundred rank and file, the state of that 
Ship rendering it necessary that she should proceed to Bombay to 
repair. I have thought it prudent to order Captain Edwards upon 
this service, the reported state of that Ship upon surrey not being 
favorable, either touching her fitness to cruize in these Seas or to 
proceed to England at this season of the year. 

The Transports with the Troops - 28th Light Dragoons, 
84th Regiment, and Scotch Brigade-will, I hope, sail from hence 
in tho first week of the approaching month, having His Majesty's 
Ship Raisonable attached to them for better convoy until they 
have passed the Mamitius .... I have, &c., &c. 

(Signed) Ruan C. CrnusTIAN. 

[Copy.] 

Letter from the EARL OF MACARTNEY to JorrN IlOLLAXD, ESQUE., 

Judge of the Vice Admiralty Co1irt. 

CASTLE OF Goon HoPE, October 13th 1W8. 

Sm,-In consequence of Mr. Recretary Dundas's letter to me 
of the 28th of June 1797 in which he says that in the event of 
any surplus of foes in your Office, you will of course account for 
it to the fee fund here, I am to m1uest that you will inform mo 
of the amount of such surplus of foes as may have arisen in your 
hands, since your filling your present Oflice, ancl that you will pay 
the same to the Heceiver General who keeps a separate account of 
the fees and seizures which are applicable with the other hnmehcs 
of revenue to the payment of certain salaries on the establishment. 

I am &c. 

(Signed) l\IACAHT.. BY. 
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[Copy.] 

Letter from the Judge of the Vice .Admiralty Court to the EARL OF 

MACARTNEY. 

CAPE TO'\\"N, Ocwber 14th 1798. 

MY LoRD,-I yesterday had the honor of receiving your 
Excellency's letter, apprizing me that in consequence of 
.Mr. Durnlas's letter to you of the 28th June 1797 in which 
he says that in the event of any surplus of fees received in 
my office, I would of course account for it to the Fee fund here, 
your Excellency requests I ·will inform you of the amount of such 
surplus of Fees as may have arisen in my hands since my filling 
my present office, and that I will pay the same to the Receiver 
General who keeps a separate account of the fees and seizures 
which are applicable, with the other branches of the Revenue, to 
the payment of certain Salaries on the Establishment. 

I apprehend, My Lord, Mr. Dundas refers to a restriction to 
receive Fees contained in my letters patent constituting a Judge 
of the Vice Admiralty Court here, when he considers me liable to 
account for :Fees, and was pleased to give the directions above 
alluded to, and so far in'I'eply to Your Excellency's Letter I have 
the honor to inform you that no Fees to the Judge have yet been 
received for business done by virtue of that Commission, but they 
shall regularly be accounted for as they are. 

I must further acquaint Your Excellency that a few days 
previous to my leaving England, it struck me there was a solid 
distinction on the question of Fees between the appropriation of 
those received for business done in the Instance Court by virtue 
of the Letters Patent above alluded to, in which the restriction on 
the part of the Judge is contained ; and those received for 
Eusine.,s done in the Prize Conrt by virtue of a separate Com­
mii:-sion in which no such restriction is inserted; but as this was 
a distinction favorable to my own Interest, I declined acting upon 
it without first taking a professional opinion as to the propriety or 
impropriety of my so doing, and with this , iew stated a case to 
Sir William Scott, a copy of which, with his 01,inion thereon, I 
have the honor to enclose to Your Excellency, and it is upon the 
authority of that 011inion I have considered the Fees received in 
Prize Cuu~cs as applicable to my own use. 

u 2 
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I beg further to acquaint Your Excellency that I wrote and 
enclosed Copies of the above opinion to Mr. Dundas by the 
Heroine, Capt. Munay, and had previously done so to the Lords 
of the Aclmiralty on the l Gth l\Iarch last, which I think was 
forwarded by the Crrsccnt. I shall detain Your Excellency no 
longer than to observe, that an increase of Salary, even tho' it 
were inferior to the Emolument arising from Fees, would be for 
more agreeable to my :Feelings than lt continuance of the receipt 
of them, as it excludes the possibility of a sinister motive being 
imputable to an Officer in my situation acting in the discharge of 
his Public duty. I have &c. 

(Signed) Jom, II011A~D. 

[Enclosure in above.] 

The Order in Council directing the Lords of the Admiralty to 
appoint a Judge of the Vice Admiralty Court at the Cape of 
Good Hope contains a Prohibition that he shall receive no Fees, 
on pain of Forfeiture of his Office, and the Letters Patent under 
the Seal of the High Court of Admiralty, issued in pursuance of 
the said Order in Council, adopts that restriction. 

As it is not under these Letters I>atent that the Judge of the 
Vice Admiralty Court takes cognizance of Prizf. Ca 11scs, lmt by 
a separate power granted to him by the Lords of the Admiralty, 
he wishes Sir \Villiam Heott's sentiments whether he may not 
receive the Customary }'ecs in Prize C,wsrs, alJstaining only 
from any Emolument for the clischarge of that part of his duty 
mentioned in the Letters Patent? 

Opinion. 

I incline to think that if there is no cxprc sion in the Prize 
Commission which restrains the ,J \Hlge from taking fees, that 
he is not restrained by the limitation which occurs in his starnling 
Commission as Judge of the Admiralty, arnl which must h, urnler­
stood to refer to the Ordinary business of his Oflice as Judge, 
and not to the Extraordinary business which is devolvccl upon 
him by the Prize Commission, a business that is extraordinary 
hoth in its nature and in its magnitude, and is nsua lly pro\ id eel 
fur by au increased Salar ' or hy a I tee ·i pl of fees. 

l 

I 

I 

I 
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At the same time I think it would be proper and indeed 
necessary that the Judge should apprize the Lords of the 
Admiralty that he so understands his appointments, and that 
he proposes to act upon that understanding. 

(Signed) 
Nov. 1st 1797. 

[Original.] 

Letter /tom the EARL OF MACARTNEY to the RIGHT 

HO."OURABLE liE:NRY DUNDAS. 

CASTLE oF Goon lloPE, Octooer 15th 1798. 

Srn,-Inclosed I have the honor of sending to you the 
Receiver General's accounts beginning the 1st day of January 
and ending the 30th September last, being for three complete 
quarters, and forming nine numbers. The preceding ones were 
sent to you by the Ctcscent in my despatch of the 20th of 
:February, No. 24. 

To these I have now annexed the Fiscal's report on the list 
of debts due to Government at the surrender of this Colony, 
marking those that have been recovered since my arrival here, 
those which remain still due, but are likely to be recovered, and 
those which have on various accounts been forborn, and must 
lle considered a dead lo~s. From hence it appears that of Hix.­
dollars 1()1,520 . 7. 3, the original debt, there have been· paid 
and receivecl, (including interest), Rixdollars lGl,01(). 3. 2, that 
there remain still due and to be received Rix.dollars 11,131. 0. 4, 
and that delJts to the amount of Hixdollars 23,43-:1:. G • 0 have 
lJeen relinquished and written off on account of insohency, in­
validity, or other suflicient cause. In order to render the matter 
as clear and intelligible as I could, I have stated it in different 
ways and have accordingly adjoined to the report two papers, 
marked o. 11 and No. 12, which ( allowing for a trifling difference 
of a few pence, not within my leisure at present to adjust) may 
be depended upon as accurate. 

In To. 13 I transmit to you a comparative view of the revenue 
of this Colony for the three years that it has been in our posses-
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sion, that is to say from September 1795 to 30th September 1798, 
shewing its progressive improvement during that period, by which 
it appears that the revenue of this last year, from 1st October 
179 7 to 30th September 1798 has produced within about 5,000 
Rixdollars as much as both the preceding years put together, and 
far exceeds the highest amount that it ever produced in the most 
flourishing period of the Dutch Government. 

The inclosure No. 14 contains the Acting Civil Paymaster's 
accounts from January the 1st to the 30th September 1798, 
with a return of the annual salaries paid by him. No. 1G is a 
return of the annual salaries and contingent expences as paid by 
the Receiver General according to the establishment on the 
30th September 1798. 

In consequence of your letter to me of the 28th of June 1797 
I wrote to Mr. Holland the enclosed No. 17 relative to the fees 
of the Vice Admiralty Court, and received his answer No. 18, 
together with an opinion of Sir William Scott, His Majesty's 
Advocate General, upon the subject. I have, &c., &c. 

(Signed) MACARTNEY. 

Of the enclosures in this letter, only two are of sufficient 
permanent interest to make it necessary for me to copy them. 
They are the following :-

[ Revenue Returns. 
Rds. Sc. St. 

Revenue from lstOctoberl 795to 30th September! 79G 125,7G9 5 1 
Do. Do. 179G to Do. 17fJ7 201,893 G 3 
Do. Do. 17()7 to Do. 1798 322,512 7 5 

(Signed) A. DE WAAL. 

List of the Princi11al Officers of the Government, u-ith the 
Salaries paid tv them:-

The Earl of Macartney, Governor, per annum 
Major General Dmulas, Lieutenant Uovernor, 
Andrew Barnard, Esq., ~ecretary and Register, 
Hercules Hoss, Deputy Secretary and Hegister, 
John Hooke Greene, Collector of the Custmns, 
Acheson Maxwell, Comptroller of the Customs, 

£12,000 
3,000 
3,500 
1,500 
1,000 
1,000 
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Ronry James Jessup, Chief Searcher, 
John Barrow, Auditor General and Commissary of Accounts, 
John Holland, Postmaster General, 

295 

£700 
1,050 

400 
500 
600 

Donald Campbell, Captain of the Port, 
William Huskisson, Colony Agent, 
Edward Buckley, Civil Paymaster, 

The above paid in sterling money. 

C. G. Hi.ihne, Sworn Translator, 
A. de Waal, Receiver General, . 
J. P. Baumgardt, Collector of Land Revenue, 
C. Brand, Collector of Inland Customs, 
W. S. van Ryneveld, Fiscal, 
P. Diemel, Deputy Fiscal, 

1,000 

Rixdollars 600 
2,000 
2,000 
2,000 
5,000 

630 
W. Somerville, Secretary to the Court of Appeal, . 1,200 

1,095 
2,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 
1,000 
3,000 

and as Inspector of Buildings 
0. G. de Wet, President of the Court of Justice, 
A. Fleck, Member of the Court of Justice, 
C. Matthiessen, Do. 
H. A. Truter, Do. 
J.P. Baumgardt, Do. 
John Holland, Judge of Vice Admiralty Court, 
R. J. van der Riet, Landdrost of Stellenbosch, 
A. A. :Faure, Landdrost of Swellendam, 
F. R. Bresler, Landdrost of Graaff-Reinet, 
IL Alme, Postholder at Mossel Bay, . 
Mr. Serrurier, Clergyman at Capetown, 
Mr. Fleck, Do. Do. 
Mr. Kuys, Do. Do. 
Mr. Borcherds, Do. Stellenbosch, . 
Mr. R N. Aling, Do. Paarl, 
Mr. P. van der ::lpuy, Do. Zwartland, 
Mr. C. Vos, Do. Roodezaml, 
Mr. Von Manger, Do. Swellendam, 
Mr. Ballot, Do. Graaff-Iteinct,. 

584 
584 

1,008 
GOO 

1,353 
'1,353 

993 
909 
916 
866 
816 
756 
756 

The total amount of salaries, exclusive of those paid in sterling 
money, was 03,301 rixdollars G sch. 5 sts .. and the total amount 
of casual office expenses was U,417 rixdollars per annum. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from the EARL OF MACARTNEY to the RIGHT IIoNOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CASTLE OF Goon HOPE, October 20th 1708. 

Srn,-I have the honor now to transmit to you an account of 
the Colony drawn up from the best observations I have been able 
to make myself, and from the most accurate information I could 
obtain from others. The annexed list contains the different 
points which are treated of therein. Such political remarks as 
have occurred to me upon this subject, and have not been already 
communicated to you, shall be fully detailed and illustrated when 
I have the honor of waiting upon you in person ; that period, 
I flatter myself, is not very distant, as I hope to avail myself of 
His :Majesty's most gracious permission to return home, towards 
the end of this year. The wish expressed by you that I should 
prolong my stay here to that time has superseded every other 
consideration,-so that I shall not take my departure till the last 
moment of the rendezvous for the Convoy. I have &c. 

(Signed) l\fACARTNEY. 

The important enclosures in this letter are missing, aml cannot 
be traced. 

[Original.] 

Letter frmn the EARL OF MACARTNEY to the RIGIIT HONOURABLE 

lIENRY J)U:SDAS. 

CASTLE OF Goon Ilon, Octob, r 20th 1708. 

Sm,-As possibly my letters o. 44 and o. 45 may not have 
reached you, I take the opportunity of a Neutral Ship the John 
Parish, bound to Ifamburgh, to mention to you that I duly 
received your several dispatches hy the Albatross, Captain Adam, 
who arrived here on the 2nd of September, and to inform you 
that not a moment was lost in obeying your commands arnl 
instructions, so that as far as rclat •s to the scniccs therein dir ctcd 
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to be perlormed you may be perfectly at your ease. Captain Adam 
proceeded from hence to his station about the middle of September. 
This is all that may be proper for me to say by the conveyance 
of this Vessel, but I trust that long before her arrival you will 
have received my dispatches in which our proceedings are detailed. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) MACART~EY. 

[Original.] 

Letter from the EARL OF MACARTNEY to the RIGHT Ho~OURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CASTLE OF Gooo HoPE, NoTJember 17th 1798. 

Sm,-I have the honor to inform you that since my letter of 
the 10th September No. 43, Mr. Pringle has remitted to 
Mr. Huskisson as Agent of this Colony the balance of 
£16,922. 15. 1, remaining due on Mr. Davison's General Invoice 
dated the 4th April last. 

This completes the prime cost, freight and charges, insurance 
and commission on account of the Goods sent for this Settlement 
under Mr. Huskisson's direction by Mr. Davison in the Thetis, 
Loyalist, and Princess of Wales, and finally concludes the trans­
action. The £10,000 remitted by me to the East India Company 
last year and which you had advanced to Mr. Davison will of 
course be paid by him to the Treasury. The proceeds of the Goods 
will be paid by Mr. Pringle as received into the hands of the 
Receiver General of this Colony. Mr. Pringle writes by this 
opportunity to Mr. Huskisson and sends him the particulars of the 
account now enclosed to you. I have &c. 

(Signed) MACARTNEY. 
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[Original.] 

Letta from the EARL OF MACARTNEY to the RIGHT llONOURAilLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CASTLE OF Goon HoPE, November l!>th 17()8. 

Srn,-Inclosed I have the honor to send you the declaration and 
affidavit which I this day made before the two principal Magis­
trates of the Colony, Mr. Barnard the Secretary and Mr. Van 
Ryneveld the Fiscal. 

This will I believe be the last public act of my Government, 
as I propose to embark for England on board the Stately to­
morrow, and hope that in the course of the month of :February 
I shall have the honor of assuring you in person of those 
sentiments of respect, esteem, and regard, with which I am, 
Sir, &c. 

(Signed) MACARTNEY. 

[Enclosure in above.] 

Altho' the temptations and means of corruption and unduo 
advantages in this Colony are comparatively much less than those 
which may possibly occur in other provinces under the British 
Sovereignty and tho the merit of resisting them (if any merit could 
be presumed from the mere performance of a common duty) is 
consequently very inconsiderable, yet the precedent which I set 
at my resignation of the government of :Fort St. George in India 
thirteen years ago appears to me no less proper to follow on the 
resignation of my present station in South Africa, I trust that 
it will not be imputed to me as J>roceeding from any motive of 
vanity, ostentation, or parade, but from a sense of that propriety 
and consistency which I wish to pre erve thro the whole com e of 
my political life now drawing near to its conclusion. If it be a 
gratification to my private f ·elings, it is equally the discharge 
of a debt which the Public has a right to demand from a public 
Man. 

I George, Earl of Macartney, Governor ancl Cornrnnrulcr in 
chief of His Majesty's Colony of the (. ,tpc of GoO!l Hope in ~oulh 
Africa, now on the eve of rny departure fur England do solcumly 

 

 



Records of the Cape Colony. 299 

swear and declare in the presence of Almighty God, to the best of 
my knowledge and belief that from the time of my nomination to 
this moment I have never accepted nor received, nor expect to 
receive any gift, present, benefit, or emolument, except some 
small articles of fruit, venison, or such trifles as it was out of my 
power to refuse or elude, all which I am sure could not exceed the 
value of from one to two hundred Rixdollars, but have strictly 
confined myself to the salary appointed for me and to the use of 
the Government house and gardens with the slaves belonging 
thereto, and I further swear that I never have been concerned nor 
engaged for my own use or benefit in any trade, traffic, or 
commerce whatsoever, but have directed all my attention to the 
duties of my employment and endeavoured to conduct the 
administration of this Colony and its revenues with zeal, integrity, 
and economy for the honor of my Sovereign and the true interests 
of the people committed to my care to the best of my judgment 
and ability, according to my Instructions and the circumstances 
and necessity of public affairs. 

So help me God. 
(Signed) MA CART.NEY. 

Sworn before us at the Castle of Good Hope this 19th day of 
November 1798. 

(Signed) A. BARNARD, Secretary, 
W. S. v. RYNEVELD, Fiscal. 

[Copy.] 

I>ROCLAMATION 

JJy Hrs EXCELLENCY GEORGE EARL OF MACARTNEY &c. 

His Majesty having been graciously pleased on account of my 
state of health to pennit me to return to Europe, and having 
directed me at my departure to leave the Government in the 
hands of Major General :Francis Dundas, tho present Lieutenant 
Governor, notice is hereby given that ho immediately on my 
embarkation succeeds to the full power and authority of Governor 
and Commarnler in Chief of this Settlement and is as such to be 
considered, respected, and obeyed. 
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And Major General Dundas being, in my absence, by his 
Commission of Lieutenant Governor, vested with all the powers 
and authority given to me as Governor, tbe Principal Military 
Officers, together with all Corporations, public bodies, and all 
persons in His Majesty's civil service in the Cape town are hereby 
called upon and required to assemble at the Government house in 
the Garden, at Eleven o'clock on the day ensuing my departure, 
there to hear read the said commission of Major General Dundas, 
and to witness the solemnity of his taking the proper oaths on the 
Occasion. 

I have nothing now left to add, but to express my very sincere 
satisfaction in having it in my power to declare to the inhabitants 
of this Colony that their general conduct during my administration 
merits this public testimony of my warm approbation, and that I 
shall be happy in representing them and their Interests to my 
Sovereign in such a manner as will secure to them the continuance 
of his paternal care and regard, by which, with the blessing of 
Almighty God, this Colony will, I trust, daily increase in wealth 
and prosperity, and long enjoy the freedom and happiness of the 
British Government. 

Given under my hand and seal at the Castle of Good IIope this 
19th day of November 1798. 

(Signed) MACAltTNEY. 

[Original.] 

Letter from CAPTAIN LosACK to EVAN NEPEAN, ESQRE. 

Jupiter IN TABLE DAY, 

CAPE OF Goov IIoPE, 30th November 1708. 

Sm,-It is with much regret that I acquaint you for the in­
formation of my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty of the 
death of Rear Admiral Sir Hugh Cloberry Christian, IC.B., the 
late Commander in Chief on this Rtation. He died on the 
23rd instant, and was buried in the church on the following day 
with all the honors due to his rank, much regretted by the whole 
Squadron, as well as every person that had his confidence or 
acquaintance. Every argument ancl persuasion was made use of 
to induce him to retire from business and go into the country 
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some time before his death, when there was every reason to 
cherish the hope he might recover, and I believe it is the general 
opinion that had he taken the advice of the Faculty and his friends 
in time his health might have been restored, but his zeal and 
anxiety for the public service was paramount to every other 
consideration, and altho latterly he was aware of his dissolution, 
he could not be prevailed upon to quit the duties of his Station to 
the last moment of his existence. . . . 

In consequence of the death of Sir Hugh Christian the command 
of His :Majesty's Squadron devolves to me as Senior Captain on 
this Station. . . . . 

I am now with much concern to inform you of a dreadful Fire 
that happened here about 11 o'clock on the night of the 22nd 
instant. It began in the Dragoon Stables, which were immediately 
consumed with all the Horses in them, owing as it is thought from 
the Wads of the Evening Gun fired from the Castle. Before the 
Engines could be got to the spot, it communicated to the Stores 
which were in a line with it and burnt with great fury, particularly 
so when it reached those of the Agent Victualler, where there was 
a great quantity of Wine and Spirits, it blowing at the time a 
very hard gale of wind at the S.E. There was great reason to 
apprehend all the Storos and the whole range of Buildings along 
the Beach would have been destroyed, indeed nothing but the 
greatest possible exertion in pulling down a large house belonging 
to Mr. De \Vaal, which was between the Stores, could have saved 
them from ahsolute destruction, in which Major General Dundas 
and Captain Osborn of His Majesty's Ship Tremendous took a 
very active and dangerous part, as well as in preventing the fire 
communicating to the next Na val 8tore, which was accomplished 
with the utmost difficulty, ..... I have, &c. 

(8igned) G. J. LOSACK. 

l An enclosure is a list of stores burned, among which was a 
great quantity of provisions.J 
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[Original.] 

Letter from MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS to the IlIGIIT 

HONOURABLE HENRY DUNDAS. 

CAPE OF Goon HOPE, 2nd December 1798. 

Sm,-I have the honor to inform you that His Excellency 
Earl Macartney sailed from hence on the 21st November in tho 
f>tately Man of War on his return to Europe. 

Before His Lordship embarked I had the honor of receiving his 
instructions to take upon myself the Administration of this 
Settlement, the duties of which important trust it will be my 
stucly to execute with the best of my judgment, until a successor 
in the Government arrives at the Cape. Earl Macartney has 
conclescencled to furnish me with ample information respecting 
every branch of business to direct me in conclucting the public 
affairs here ; and though I am by no means endowed with the 
ability and prudence of the last Governor, yet I hope by availing 
myself of the knowledge acquired from him, and a continual 
attention to every part of the public duty at present reposed upon 
me, that the state of things will be preserved. Nothing can be 
conceived more prosperous than the present condition of this 
Colony, nor could any one in my situation here more effectually 
:.uh·ance the interests of the Cape, or better serve His Majesty, 
than hy attending to those regulations established by His Lordship, 
to the maintenance of which I mean strictly to adhere. 

The death of Rear Admiral Sir Hugh Christian, who died at 
"'\Vynbmg on the morning of the 23rd November, where he had 
gone a few days before on account of ill health, has imluced Captain 
Losack, the 8enior Naval Officer on thi Station, to dispatch the Echo 
Transport to Europe with the intelligence of that melancholy event. 
The Echo afforcls me the first opportunity of doing myself the honor 
of writing you, and I must consider myself as peculiarly unfortunate 
to be uncler the necessit,y at the outset of my correspondence to 
communicate, in addition to what I have already mentioned, 
another very unlucky incident which has happcne<l here. 

On the night of the 22ncl November about 11 o'clock a fire 
broke out in the Stables occupied by the Horses of the Rqnadron 
of Dragoons stationed in the Cape Town, which, together wiLh the 
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Storehouse of the Engineers and a Naval Storehouse adjoining the 
Stables, were consumed in the course of not many minutes; every 
effort was used to prevent the flames from spreading farther, which 
however communicated themselves in a short time to some of the 
Storehouses belonging to the Commissary General, which I am 
sorry to report have been likewise consumed, with a considerable 
quantity of the provisions contained in them. 

It is impossible to lament sufficiently this unfortunate accident, 
which occasions extreme regret in the breasts of all the well 
disposed persons in this Colony, the property of the public as well 
as of one or two individuals having sustained considerable loss. 
Not a moment was lost upon repairing to the spot upon the first 
alarm, with His Majesty's Troops and all the other Servants of 
the Colony, who made every possible exertion to extinguish the 
:Flames, at length accomplished by them about 4 o'clock in the 
morning of the following day, one soldier only of the 86th Regiment 
having lost his life upon this occasion. 

The continuance and fierceness of the fire was owing chiefly to a 
strong South-East wind, which blew with constant violence during 
the whole night of the 22nd ; the conflagration indeed appeared 
to thi eaten at one time the destruction of a considerable part of 
the town and some of t.he most valuable of the Public and I>rivate 
Edifices. 

The losses which have been Rustained upon the late unhappy 
occasion are certainly great, nevertheless the bitter apprehensions I 
felt at the time of the accident, and the alarm I was under for 
some time with respect to the bad consequences to be expected to 
the public service, have been diminished considerably; a quantity 
of Salted Provisions which had been deposited in other places 
remaining with us; the articles consumed do not appear to be, 
upon investigation, of a nature so as to endanger the safety or 
prosperity of the Colony; and tho' some inconveniences must be 
felt, I think we shall be able to remove them in a great degree by 
means within ourseh'es. A proportion only of the Salted Beef 
and Pork I am desirous should be replaced, with a view to our 
Magazine of Provisions heing well supplied, should the approach 
of an Enemy or internal disturbances render it necessary for us to 
have recourse to it. 

The Colonial Hevenues "·ill he somewhat impaired in consequence 
of the de::itruction of some of the articles sent out by ~Ir. Uavidsou 

 

 



304 Records of the Cape Colony. 

which had not been disposed of, the money arising from the Rales 
of which having Lord Macartney's Instructions to apply to the 
Ilevenue, but as the more valuable part of the Goods were in a 
distant quarter of Cape Town, they are happily safe, and as more 
than one half of the Coals will be saved out of the Ruins of the }<'ire, 
the mischief will be far less than was at first apprehended. 

I do myself the honor of transmitting herewith enclosed some 
Statements and Returns of the damage sustained in consequence 
of the misfortune of the fire, the particulars of which I have 
related for your information : a painful subject this for the first 
official letter I have had occasion to write to you. 

The Cape, since its Inhabitants have enjoyed tbe advantages of 
British Subjects, has had no misfortunes to complain of: it would 
be in a particular manner disagreeable to me should any circum­
stances now arise to interrupt its tranquillity and happiness. I 
have &c. 

(Signed) l<'RANCIS DUNDAS. 

[Enclosure A in above.] 

E.rtract out of the Day Boo/i; of the Secretary's OJ/ice at the 
Cape of Goocl Hope. 

23 ovember.-About the hour of Eleven last night a firn was 
discovered in the thatch of the west end of the J >ragoon Stables, 
which spread with uncommon rapidity and in a very short space 
of time consumed the whole thatch. 

Notwithstanding all the exertions at the first alarm only six or 
eight horses out of One Hundred and Forty were saved. A very 
severe South East wind was unfortunately at the same time 
acting upon so considerable a mass of }'ire that the conllagration 
soon became general and spread with tho greatest fury to the 
Coals, the Timber yard, arnl the valuable Stores of the Commissary 
General and of the Agent Victualler. The force of the Fire was 
dreadful and threatened the whole Town, it was in vain by mean 
of water with all the Engines arnl all the assistance of the Garrison 
to check the flames, the only possiule expedient in so melancholy 
a situation was adopteLl, Lhat of abandoning the Buildings already 
on fire to their own fate, the destroying and put,tiug Lo the ground 
the adjacent houses and the securing the more distant one from 
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the fire and cinders flying in clouds, by keeping all the Engines 
playing water upon them. By these exertions the fire was 
checked from consuming the whole Town, and only two houses of 
Individuals were destroyed, but the loss of the Army and the 
Navy has been very severe, and of a nature exceeding the calcula­
tion of the intrinsic value, as Stores were destroyed which cannot 
be here replaced, and the fate of the unfortunate horses makes a 
deep impression upon every feeling mind ; as far as hitherto 
known only one man lost his life. 

The whole Garrison were up all night under arms or exerting 
themselves to check the progress of the fire, and the greater part of 
the Inhabitants anxious Spectators of a conflagration exceeding 
any precedent witnessed by them here. 

24 November.-The Mass of Coals and the Ruins of the Stables 
and Storehouses are still harbouring fire, altho' water has been 
thrown upon them incessantly night and day, fortunately the 
S.E. Wind has now ceased. 

It has not yet been possible to discover the origin or cause of 
this conflagration, but as no lights were suffered in or near the 
Stables, the only reasonable conjecture for the accident is that some 
part of the Wadding of the Evening Gun was by the force of the 
S.E. Wind carried from the Castle and lodged in the thatch, in 
support of which conjecture against the one that naturally will be 
objected of how came it never to happen before, is that some necessary 
repairs to the bastion from whence the Evening Gun was usually 
fired occasioned another Gun to be fired more to windward. 

[Enclosure B.] 

Proceeding of a Court of Enquiry held by order of His EJ.'Ccllency 
.Major General Francis Diwdas, Lieutenant Governor, respecting 
the origin of the fire which burnt tlte Cawlry Stables a1ul 
Government Stores on the night of the 22nd Noi·ember 1798. 

The Court assembled in the Castle of the Cape of Good Hope on 
the 2Gth day of the same month. Brigadier General John Henry 
Fraser, l>resident, Lieutenant Colonel James Phillips Lloyd, 8Gth, 
Lieuteuant Colonel Vandeleur, 8th Light Dragoons, Major Robert 
.Bell, 8Gth, and Major Edmond Lamoyen, Hoyal Artillery, Members. 

II. X 
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The Court attended by Lieutenant Robert McNab, Deputy Judge 
Advocate. 

1st Evidence.-Mr. Jacobus Johannes de Vos informs the Court 
that about a quarter past 9 o'clock on the evening of the 22nd 
Instant he saw a light along the side of the Cavalry Stables. The 
evidence was then about 600 yards distant from the place he saw 
the light. 

2nd Evidence.-Lieutenant Jamas Cockburn, Royal Artillery, 
informs the Court that on the evening of the 22nd Instant at 9 o'clock 
he saw the gun fired from the Castle and the Wadding burning 
along the Centre of the Wall of the Cavalry Stables. The 
Evidence and another Gentleman trod on the wadding and thought 
they had extinguished it. 

Question by the Court.-Did the wadding lay so that it was 
probable the wind would blow it to the Stables ? 

Answer.-! think the wind blew so strong from the South 
East that it was likely the Wadding might be blown upon the 
Stables. 

Lieutenant Cockburn further informs the Court that once 
before he saw the Wadding from the Evening Gun blown past 
Mr. De Waal's house and sparks flying from it, and another time 
he saw it come to the water near the Stables. 

3rd Evidence.-Francis Place, private 86th Regiment, informs 
the Court that about ten minutes past 9 o'clock on the evening of 
the 22nd instant, coming along past the Cavalry Stables he saw 
the Wadding of the Evening Gun burning on the Ground. Tho 
Evidence trod on it, and thought he had extinguished it, but being 
anxious to get to the Castle to prevent his being reported absent 
he trod on the \Vadtling in a hurried manner. 

Question by the Court.-IIow far was the Wadding from the 
\Vall, and was it to wind waru of the ~table ? 

Answer.-It was about a yartl from the \Vall antl to windward 
of the Stahle. 

4th Evidence.-J olm Lindsay, Gunner of the Hoyal Artillery, 
informs the Court that on the Evening of the 22nd Instant he 
fired the Gun from the Castle, and diu not pay any attention to 
the Wadding. 

Question by the Court.-In what diroction was the Gun pointed? 
Answer.-Towards the Cavalry Stables. 
5th Evidence.-Thomas Fanington, Gmmer Hoyal Artillery, 
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informs the Court that be was present when Lindsay fired the 
Gun, and saw a part of the Wadding burning on the ground a 
short way from the outer Gate of the Castle. 

Gtb Evidence.-Lieutenant F. P. Ryves, 8th Light Dragoons, 
informs the Court that he was Orderly Officer on the evening of 
the 22nd Instant, and visited the Stables at about 20 minutes past 
9 o'clock, found everything quiet, and saw no light whatever in or 
near the Stables at that hour. 

Question by the Court.-Is there a standing order in the 8th 
Light Dragoons as Lanthorns are not allowed by Government that 
no light should be permitted in the Stables ? 

Answer.-Yes. 
Evidences 7th, 8th, 9th, & l0tb.-James Phillips, James 

Saunderson, Thomas Harper, and Richard Horton, privates 8th 
Light Dragoons, inform the Court that they were Sentries in the 
Stables on the Evening of the 22nd Instant, where there was no 
light, and that they did not observe any person with light about 
or near the Stables. 

Question by the Court to James Phillips.-Where did you 
observe the fire break out in the Stables first? 

Answer.-We did :uot observe the fire till alarmed by the 
Guards that came to extinguish it. 

11th Evidence.-Town Major McNab informs the Court that 
about ten minutes past 11 o'clock on the night of the 22nd Instant, 
coming into the Castle he saw a glimmering light between the 
Cavalry Stables and the Storehouses next to Mr. De Waal's house, 
in a short time afterwards he saw it increase, and then ordereJ the 
Drummer of the Castle Guard to beat to arms. The Evidence 
then ran to the inner Square of the Castle and alarmed the Corps 
of Artillery, after which he went out towards the Cavalry Stables, 
at which time half of them were on fire. 

12th Evidence.-Edward Hanaway, Private 8Gth Regiment, 
informs the Court that he was Centinel at a quarter past 11 o'clock 
on the night of the 22nd Instant, on the Storehouse next to the 
Cavalry Stables, and saw Sparks of Fire passing his box, on which 
he looked out and saw the end of the Cavalry Stables in a blaze 
when he alarmed the next Centinel to him. 

The Court having finished the examination of ·witnesses, 
examined the situation of the Gun which was fired from the 
'astle on the Evening of the 22nd Instant, and found that it 

X 2 
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pointed directly towards the Cavalry Stables that were burnt, 
which the Court suppose are at the distance of 250 yards. 

The Court adjourned till tomorrow morning at 9 o'clock. 

CA,STLll 01!' Gooo HOPE, 27th November, 1798. 

The Court this day assembled pursuant to adjournment. 
Major General Dundas having desired the Court to give their 

opinion respecting the origin of the fire on the 22nd Instant, they 
proceeded as follows : 

Opinion.-The Court are unanimously of opinion from the 
Evidence adduced, the violence of the South East wind, and 
the situation of the Evening Gun that was fired from the Castle, 
that it is most probable the Wadding of it occasioned the fire on 
the 22nd Instant. 

(Signed) HENRY FRASER, Brigadier General, President, 
ROBERT McNAB, Deputy Judge Advocate. 

fEnclosure C.J 

CASTLE OF Gooo IIoPE, ht Deoembrr 1798. 

Sir,-I have the honour to report that the following public 
buildings have been destroyed by the late fire: 

1. A range of buildings consisting of three large Magazines, 
which at the time of the accident were thus occupied : one in 
front as a dragoon stable, one as a timber magazine by the 
Royal Engineers, and one as a storehouse for casks, masts, &c. by 
the Royal Navy. These buildings were thatched. 

2. A range of buildings consisting also of three large Magazines, 
which were used for the following purposes : one as a storehouse 
for grain and salt provisions by the Commissary General, one as a 
corn magazine by the baker for His Majesty's forces, and one as 
a victualling and wine store by the Royal avy. These buildings 
were flat roofed and plastered. 

It is to be observed that the walls of the stable havino- been 
0 

built of stone, and much more substantially than any of the others, 
all of which were of brick, have suffered so little by the fire that 
they might be again used. The bricks in the ruins are however 
much better made than any _that are now to be purcha "cl, and arc 
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therefore well worth the expense of being dug out, for which 
purpose, in pursuance of the orders given by Major General 
Dundas on that subject, the necessary measures are taken to put 
them in a place of safety. I have &c. 

(Signed) W. SOMERVILLE, Inspector of Public Buildings. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter f1·oni the \Var Office to the EARL OF MACARTNEY. 

DOWNING STREET, 15th December 1798. 

MY Lonn,-Your Lordship's dispatches from No. 33 to No. 41 
inclusive have been received and laid before the King with their 
respective Inclosures. 

The nine Inclosures in your Despatch No. 33, being Copies of 
the Books and Accounts of the Collector of the Customs from the 
31st of December 1797 to the 31st of March 1798, a Copy of the 
Table of Custom House Fees established at the Cape, and a List of 
the several Ships that have touched there since the 1st of January 
1798, have been transmitted to the Lords Commissioners of the 
Treasury for their information and consideration. 

Intelligence corresponding to that your Lordship procured from 
Mr. V ergoz, relative to the disposition of the Inhabitants and the 
political situation of the Mauritius and the Isle de Bourbon with 
respect to .France, has reached me from so many respectable quarters 
that there can be no doubt of its being in every material point cor­
rect, but with respect to Mr. V ergoz' information of preparations 
made or making by the French Government, and of a considerable 
armament destine<l to enforce in those Settlements the system of 
Insubordination and plunder by which all its other Colonies have 
been suuverted and ruined, I am firmly convinced it is neither in 
the contemplation, nor in the power of France, to send out any 
Expedition adequate to the reduction of the Mauritius, if, as I 
believe, they are prepared and resolved to resist the authority of 
the present Government. 

His Majesty entirely approves of your having granted an 
additional 8alary of .Five Hundred Rixdollars per annum to the 
three Members of the Court of Justice appointed by your Lordship 
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to sign and superintend the issue of the new Paper Money you had 
ordered to be prepared, to replace so much of that then in existence, 
which was defaced and become unfit for further circulation. 

Your Lordship's despatch No. 34 does not appear to require any 
particular answer. 

I hope the Ships dispatched from England by Mr. Davison with 
goods and Stores for the use of the Settlement referred to in your 
Lordship's Despatch No. 35 reached the Cape without any accitlent, 
and that their assortments were such as were likely to meet the 
demands of the Inhabitants, and to give general satisfaction in the 
Colony. From the period of the year at which these Ships left 
England, considerably later certainly than had been intended, I 
am afraid they will have made the Cape during the bad season; 
but, in conformity to your Lordship's suggestion, I will take care to 
give particular directions that all Ships bound for the Cape with 
Stores or Goods for the Settlement on Government account shall 
be obliged by Charter party to deliver them in Table Bay between 
the 1st of September and the 1st of May. On this part of Lhe 
subject I beg leave to mention that no Stores or Goods will be sent 
out from hence for the use or disposal of the Government of the 
Cape, except upou a requisition either to myself or to Mr. Hu kis­
son from your Lordship or such person as you may authorize for 
that purpose. 

The Inclosures in your Despatch No. 35, from 2 to !) inclusive, 
being your Lordship's Correspondence with Mr. Ross, in which 
this Gentleman, as Agent for the Captors, claims in their behalf a 
considerable share of the Sum of 77,407 Hix.dollars which your 
Lordship in conformity to former Instructions hacl ordered him to 
account for, were referred to the consideration of His 1aje ty's 
Advocate General in a letter of which I have the honor to enclose 
a Copy. 

By the answer of His Majesty's Advocate, which I also enclose, 
your Lordship will perceive that he cannot determine how far 
:Mr. Ross's claim is well founded, until it shall be ascertained 
whether the Administrators of the Public Granary were the legal 
Owners of the Corn it contained at the time of the surrender of the 
Colony, such Corn, of which the amount is now claimed by 
Mr. Ross belonging to them as their private property, and they 
being now Debtors to the Public Treasury for the money lent to 
them, or, on the other hand, whether the said Corn was public 
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property, the administrators being mere Trustees for the Dutch 
East India Company, laying out the money advanced by the 
Treasury in the purchase of Corn, and accountable to the Treasury 
for the proceeds of the sale of such Corn. In this latter 
supposition, I am satisfied there can be no doubt of the Claim of 
tho Captors being well founded, and it is equally obvious that on 
tho former, it cannot be supported. I must therefore request that 
your Lordship will cause a minute and particular enquiry to be 
made into the e facts, and accoruingly as they may correspond either 
with the first or second Case I have stated, to signify to Mr. Ross 
that the Claim of the Captors cannot be admitted, or to ascertain 
the amount of that claim, and to refund the same to him for the 
benefit of the said Captors. 

In conformity to your Lordship's desire, I have directed Mr. 
Huskisson to call upon the Agents on behalf of the Navy present 
at the capture of the Cape, to pay into his hands the amount of 
such articles being Mr. Brand's private property, as stated in your 
Lordship's Despatch No. 3li, as were appropriated to His Majesty's 
Naval Senice, and have been charged to and paid for by the 
J>ublic, and I have further directed Mr. Huskisson to account for 
whatever sum this restitution may amount to, to the Civil Govern­
ment of the CaJ_Je. As he informs me that he has not yet received 
an answer from the Agents for the Captors, it will probably not be 
in his power to make ny report to your Lordship by this oppor­
tunity. 

The Camp Equipage required in o. 37 has been provided, but 
I am afraid will not reach Portsmouth in time to be forwarded by 
the Hhips now under Dispatch. 

I concur most completely with your Lordship in all the senti­
ments so aLly stated in o. 38, and altho' I have not been wanting 
in my encleavom·s to impress them upon the Court of Directors, it 
was a great sittisfaction to me to he enabled. by this Dispatch to 
urin" them again before them, with the great additional weight of 
your Lordship's authority, uniting to eYery claim to their attention, 
that of observation and experience upon the subject. Tho preju­
dices which have hitherto governell tho Court of Directors in their 
decisions with respect to the Cape do not appear to me likely to 
involve such conse11uences during the "'vVar as to deserve my 
attempting at present to bring them to any new issue upon the 
points on which we differ. Whenever we shall Le restored. to 
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peace, the system to be adopted must depend upon a variety of 
considerations arising out of the relative situations in which the 
different powers may stand at that period, without however losing 
sight, in as far as they may be found to apply, of the leading 
principles and observations for which Government is indebted to 
your Lordship on this important possession. 

I could not peruse your Lordship's Dispatch No. 3!) without 
feeling considerable concern at the conduct of the Naval Officers 
in the whole of the proceedings to which it relates. As the motives 
however by which they were actuated could be suggested hy no 
other consideration than a conscientious wish to discharge their 
duty, on points which appeared to them to involve the lives of 
their fellow Subjects and the honor of their profession, it is 
impossible, however their mistaken determinations may become 
matter of regret, that it should afford any just ground of censure. 
Under all the circumstances of the case, I had no hesitation in 
submitting to His Majesty your Lordship's recommendation that 
the Hoyal Mercy should be extended to the three Men now detained 
at the Cape under the sentence of Death awarded against them by 
the Court of Piracy; and His Majesty having accordingly been 
most graciously pleased to grant them a free Pardon, the nece. sary 
instrument for this purpose is herewith enclosed, which your Lord­
ship will make public at the Cape with all suitable solemnity, and 
in such a manner as may be mo:;t likely to impress on the minds 
of all a due sense of His Majesty's benevolence, and to reclaim the 
Culprits from those vicious dispositions which had so nearly brought 
them to an ignominious End. It, was irnpossiule for me, upon the 
face of the proceedings to which I have now referred, to entertain 
a doubt that your Lordship's judgment and determination Loth a 
to the points of Law, aD<l the rules of precedence and propri •Ly on 
the occasion were perfectly correct. I felt it however my duty, as 
on all similar occasions, to submit all the Document to the Crown 
Lawyers, and to obtain their opinion, and as I make no douut it 
will be a satisfaction to your Lordship to be ac<1uaintcd with my 
correspondence with these Gentlemen on the subject, a copy of my 
Letter and of their Report is h •rcwith inclosed. 

The List of Ships that arri vcd at the Cape or departed frorn 
thence between the 1st of April and the 30th of ,June last, together 
with the Deputy Quarter Mai-ter ( :eneral's Account up to the 31st 
of December labt, indo. erl 111 ·om Lord hip' Despatch . 'o. 40, 
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have been transmitted to the Lords Commissioners of the 
Treasury. 

Due notice was given to the Duke of Portland of the two 
Delinquents sent home by the ~Minerva Indiaman, Captain Smith, 
in order that on their arrival they might be dealt with according to 
the Alien Laws of this Kingdom. 

The Signals transmitted in No. 41 have been communicated to 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty and the East India 
Company, in order that directions might be given for their 
being observed, in conformity to your Lor<lship's request. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter fro11i the WAR OFFICE to the EARL OF MACARTNEY. 

DOWNING STREET, 15th December 1798. 

1\fy LoRn,-I cannot allow the ship by which my other Dispatch 
of this date will be conveyed to you to leave England without 
expressing my regret that it is not in our power to act up to the 
expectation held out to your Lordship in my letter of the 22nd of 
August, of sending in the course of the present year a Reinforce­
ment of Infantry to replace the last Detachment which, in con­
formity to the Instructions contained in that letter your Lordship 
will have by this time sent forward from the Cape to India. 

The very great augmentation of the Militia, and the demand of 
men for this and other services of a more limited nature, joined to 
the very flourishing state of our Manufactures and Commercl), have 
operated so forcibly to check the recruiting of the Regular Army, 
that it has by no means kept pace with my calculations and the 
arrangements that had been proposed for the different Quarters 
which stand in need of Reinforcements. 

The disappointment I have felt in this respect is, however, very 
much relieved by the present situation of affairs. It is such as 
must afford to our distant :Foreign Possessions, and to the Cape in 
particular, the strongest motives of confidence and security, founded 
no less on our naval preeminence and success, than on the weak­
nm,s and failure of the Enemy in every Quarter of the vV orld. The 
hrilliant Events which justify this observation your Lordshin will 
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have heard of from other Quarters, and as no person can be better 
qualified than yourself to appreciate all their fortunate consequences 
to this Country, I shall not detain you longer on a topic which, 
whilst it meets with your Lordship's concurrence, cannot fail to 
afford you the most heartfelt satisfaction, and the happiest motives 
for impressing the Inhabitants of the Cape with a due sense of 
their advantage in remaining under His Majesty's Government. 

I have only to add that no efforts shall be wanting on my part 
to bring forward an efficient Regiment for the Cape as expeditiously 
as possible, and that I entertain considerable hopes of its being 
ready to embark in the next division of Ships of this season. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter jroni the WAR OFFICE to the EARL OF MACARTNEY. 

DOWNING STREET, 20th. December 1798. 

MY LORn,-According to the Information which the Duke of 
Portland has communicated to me in a letter, of which the 
enclosed is a copy, it appears that the settlement in New South 
Wales is capable of affording material assistance to the Cape of 
Good Hope, in supplies of Coals and Wood, two articles of very 
considerable importance to the Colony, and which are at present 
provided in this Country at a very heavy expence. I observe 
by the letter above mentioned that the Lieutenant Governor of 
New South Wales proposes on his return to that settlement to 
stop at the Cape; and your Lordship will doubtless avail yourself 
of that opportunity to satisfy yourself with respect to the prospect 
of a regular communication being maintained between the two 
Settlements, and of making with him such arrangements as you 
may judge necessary for regulating such an intercourse, which, 
if it should be found desirable, you must be sensible would still 
require the most vigilant and strict controul. 
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[Copy.] 

Letter froni MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS to MR. HOGAN, Merchant 
in Capetown. 

CASTLE OF Goon HoPE, 20th December 1798. 

Sm,-I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 
13th instant, and am to inform you that in consequence of the 
great scarcity of timber in Cape Town, and the want of it for 
the service of the public as well as the purposes of Individuals, 
you will be permitted to import into this Colony a Cargo of 
Timber from the East Indies, likewise 1,000 bags of Rice and 
some Bees Wax, provided sufficient security be previously given 
to this Government that no piece Goods or Manufactures of India 
nor any commodities whatsoever besides the licenced articles 
are to be put on board such ship as may be employed by you 
on a voyage from Bengal to the Coast of Pegu, from thence to be 
freighted for the Cape with the Merchandize already enumerated. 

I am to add that before your agent at Bengal shall hire a 
Vessel there for the purpose above stated it will be necessary 
for him to obtain the permission of the Governor General or 
Government in India, 'l'ithout which a speculation of this nature 
cannot be engaged in. I am &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

[Copy.] 

Advertisement. 

Whereas a wicked and diabolical attempt was made last night 
to set fire to the Stores in the Barracks, Notice is hereby given 
that any person who shall give such information to Brigadier 
General Frazer, Commanding in the Castle, to the Secretary to 
the Government, to the :Fiscal, or to the Commissary General, 
as may be the means of bringing the principal perpetrator or 
perpetrators to punishment, shall receive a Reward of Three 
Thousand Rixdollars and their names kept secret, should it be 
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a slave he shall obtain his Liberty and be conveyed out of this 
Colony should he desire it, also receive the same reward of 
3,000 Rixdollars. 

Castle of Good Hope, 20th December 1798. 

By Command of the Hon'ble the Lieut. Governor. 

(Signed) 

[Copy.] 

Advertisement. 

A. BAUXARD, Secretary. 

Notice is hereby given to the Inhabitants of Cape Town that 
in consequence of a most wicked and diabolical attempt to set 
Fire to the Barracks iast night, which if it had succeeded must 
have endangered the whole Town, the Hon. the Lieutenant 
Governor finds himself under the necessity until fixed regula­
tions can be adopted to have recourse to the following provisional 
precautions :-

1. The Church Bell will toll at 8 o'clock this evening, after 
which hour no Slave is to be found on any account in the street, 
or they will be taken up by the patrols and immediately punished. 

2. The Bell will toll again in like manner at 10 o'clock, when 
it is expected that the Inhabitants in general shall repair to their 
Houses unless furnished with a written pass Rignetl by the 
Secretary of the Colony or the Fiscal, which the Officer com­
manding the l'atrols will be dirncted strictly to examine. It is 
needless to recommend attention to this order, as a breach of it 
must expose the defaulter to unpleasant circumstances. 

Castle of Good Hope, 20th December 1798. 

lly order of the Hon. the Lieutenant Governor. 

(Signed) A. BAUNAim, Secretary. 
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[Copy.] 

PROCLAMATIO 

By :FRANCIS DUNDAS, ESQUIRE, Major General, Colonel of His 
J,,fajesty's Scotch Brigade, Governor of Carrick Fergns in 
Ireland, Lieutenant Go1;ernor and Commander in Chief of 
His J,,fajesty's Castle, Town, and Settlenicnt of the Cape of 
Good Hope in South Africa and of the Territories and 
Dependencies thereof, and Ordinary and Vice Admiral of 
the sa1ne. 

Whereas in the course of the several immediate regulations 
suggested for counteracting the <l.iabolical designs of setting fire 
to the Barracks and to the Town, as well as in order to discover 
the person or persons guilty or accessory to so horrid a crime, 
I caused two advertisements to be issued at the moment, the first 
restricting the hours of retirement at night until farther orders, 
and the second offering a considerable Reward to such person or 
persons as should discover the perpetrators, I do therefore in the 
first instance confirm the said advertisements, and as it moreover 
is possible that nont but persons more or less concerned are 
capable of giving any im1nediate and direct evidence upon the 
subject, and whereas in such a combined conspiracy some 
unfortunate In<l.ividual may by the craft and designs of the 
infernal instigator of such a plot have at an unguarded moment 
been laitl untler the Bonds of an Oath of concealment, I do hereby 
warn such person to remember that no Oath in such a case .can be 
Lintling Lefore God. 

And whereas it evidently appears that the horrid design of 
exposing the Garrison and the whole Town to the fury of the 
flames in the dead of the night has been a premeditated act, 
which cannot escape discovery from leading circumstances at­
tending it, I do once more warn those concerned that unprincipled 
coml>inations have:.never yet been known to exist for any length 
of time without detection of their crimes, and that it generally 
happens that the most hanleniid villain of the plot, when the hour 
of danger is at hand, has J,ccn the ultimate accuser of his 
accomplices iu order to benefit by . the proff11red pardon, I do 
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therefore give this immediate notice, that the degree of Guilt 
of the Informer shall not be enquired into, provided he shall 
within ten days of this day give such information as shall convict 
any one of the Instigators, leaders or proposers of this crime, 
that such unfortunate person shall have free ancl immecliate 
pardon for his share of Guilt, shall be entitled to the proffered 
reward of Three Thousand Dollars, and if required his name shall 
be concealed. 

Further be it knov.n that this offer of pardon and of Reward is 
meant to extend to all persons of all nations and of all cla~ses, to 
Civilians, to Soldiers, to :Freemen, and to Slaves, ancl if a Soldier 
he shall have his discharge, if a Slave his freedom, and in order 
to facilitate the communication leacling to that di~covery which 
cannot fail of being made in time, any persons wishing to 
remain unknown in giving the information or in availing them­
selves of my offer of parclon, may communicate direct to 
myself or to any Civil or Military Officer or other Individual of 
distinction who will forwarcl the intelligence obtainecl, and will, 
upon the discovery of the plot, pay the Reward to the Informer, 
who may have been ignorant of the extent of his crime, or had 
forgot for a moment his cluty to God and to man. 

And in order to give the utmost possible publicity to this pro­
clamation, I do hereby direct that it shall not only be affixed in 
the usual places, but that a clouule number of Copies thereof in 
the Dutch and English Languages shall be put up in the Town, 
the Castle, the Barracks, and the Uuard Houses. 

It shall moreover Le read in the Dutch and English Churches, 
and the Minister will pray that the Mercy of Uod may be 
extended to such accessory of this horrid plot as shall repent of 
his heinous sin and discover his guilty accomplices. 

Given in the Ca tlo of Good Hope this 21 t day of December 
1798, and tho offered pardon to continue in force till two hours 
after sunset on the last day of this month and year. 

(Signed) :FRANCIS DUNDAS. 
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[Office Copy.] 

Letter from the \VAR O~'FICE to the EARL OF MACARTNEY. 

DOWNING STREET, 24th December 1798. 

MY LORD,-I have to acknowledge the receipt of your Lordship's 
Dispatches numbered from 42 to 45 inclusive, which I have had 
the honor to lay before the King, together with the several papers 
by which they are accompanied. 

The measures which, with your accustomed attention to public 
economy, your Lordship has taken for reducing the Expences of 
the Medical Establi~hment, have been communicated to the War 
Office, and I have directed the Quarterly Books and the Accounts 
of the Collector of the Customs to be forwarded to the Lords 
Commissioners of the Treasury. 

I am happy to observe by your Lordship's Dispatch No. 43 
that the three Ships laden with the Articles provided under 
Mr. IIuskisson's direction for the use of the Settlement had 
arrived in safety. 

I cannot omit expressing to your Lordship the satisfaction I 
derive from the honorable testimony borne by you to the exertions 
of the Admiral and General in seconding your endeavours to 
forward tho embarkation of the force you were required to dispatch 
to India. 

That part of your Lordship's Letter No. 45 which relates to 
the failure of the remittance of specie which the House of Boyd, 
Benfield and Company had contracted to send from India to the 
Capo, has been transmitted also to the Treasury. It is highly 
satisfactory to percei vo that the regulations which have been 
made by your Lordship have so much improved the Cr6dit of 
the paper Currency, and the general prosperity of tho Colony 
under your Lordship's able management, as to prevent any serious 
inconvenience being felt from a circumstance that might otherwise 
have been productive of the most embarrassing consequences; 
but I have not failed, in comformity to your representation, to 
urge the expediency of sending out by the first opportunity 
a supply of Ten thousand pouuus sterling in Dollars, which I 
have no doubt will arrive "ithin the time mentioned by your 
Lordship. 
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It is not necessary for me to trouble your Lordship at present 
with the reasons which have prevented Messieurs Boyd, Benfield 
and Company from executing their Contract, which I take it for 
granted will now be considered by the Lords Commissioners of 
the Treasury as no longer in force. 

[Copy.] 

Letter from MAJOR GF.XF.HAL DUNDAS to the Gorrrnor Gcncml 
in Council, Fort Willia1n. 

CASTLE OF Gooo HOPE, 3ht December 17!) . 

MY LORD & GENTLEMEN,-This Colony being in great want of 
proper Timber for building and indr.ed for all other purposes, I 
have judged it expedient to accede to a proposal of Mr. Hogan, 
a merchant of this place, to import a cargo thereof from Pegu, 
together with some Rice and Bees Wax ; but you will please to 
observe that I have granted this permission only in as far as 
depended upon me for the importation thereof into this Colony, 
binding him under a heavy penalty not to import any manu­
factured Goods, and referring him for confirmation of this 
permission to your Government, as you will observe by my 
reply to Mr. Hogan, a copy of which I have the honor of trans­
mitting to you herewith. 

Since the application from Mr. Hogan, several other merchants 
of this place have urged me to grant them similar permission, 
but until I am informed of the result of the reference to you, 
I shall not occasion you any further trouble on this head. I 
have &c. 

( igned) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 
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[Copy.] 

Revenue of the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope from the 
1st of October to the 31st of December 1798. 
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Rde. Sch. Ste. 
Land Revenue 14,422 6 0 
Inland Duties on Wine, Brandy, and Grain 19,622 6 3 
4 per cent Transfer Duty on Sales of Immovable 

Property . 26,233 2 0 
2½ per cent Transfer Duty on Sales of Buildings 

on Loan Lands . 1,378 2 1 
Stamp Duty 7,086 3 0 
Fees of the Secretary's Office . 401 1 0 
Port Fees 440 0 0 
Seizures, Fines, and Forfeitures 100 0 0 
Public Vendue Duty 20,956 1 4 
Customs 12,626 4 0 
Postage 247 1 0 

Total Revenue 

(Signed) 

103,514 3 2 

JOHN BARROW, Auditor General. 

[Copy.] 

PROCLAMATION 

By FRANCIS DUNDAS, EsQRE., Jfajor General &c. 

Whereas the immediate discovery of the fire in the night of the 
l!)th ultimo not only saved the great Barracks and the whole 
Town from a dreadful disastrous conflagration which from the 
violence of the wind would most probably have exceeded all 
means of extinguishing it, but this early discovery having also 
made it appear evident that the said fire was laid with a pre­
meditated design, I was under the necessity in the first instance 
and until suitable particular measures coulJ be adopted, to issue 
a mandate for very general Constraint upon all classes of people, 
~ y 
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which could not otherwise than occasion much inconvenience, and 
as it is my anxious desire as far as is consistent, under such 
circumstances, to relieve the Inhabitants from restrictions which 
I am happy to declare their general conduct does not appear to 
render necessary, I shall cause all suspected persons to be strictly 
observed, and have adopted such measures with regard to them 
that I am now enabled to recall the mandate of the 20th ultimo, 
and to proclaim the following regulations, which are to be strictly 
observed and to be considered in immediate force: 

1. All Sailors, :Fishermen, and Boatmen shall at nine o'clock at 
night retire from the Streets and repair to their quarters or to 
their Boats, and should any he found in the Town after that hour 
they will be apprehended and confined by the Civil or Military 
patroles. 

2. All persons belonging to Neutral Ship~ in the Harbour and 
all passengers not in His Majesty's Service or in that of the 
Hon'ble Com1mny if found in the Streets at night without having 
with them a passi,ort from the :Fiscal shall be apprehended by 
the Patroles and will be liable to be sent on board of their 
respective ships the ensuing morning without obtaining permission 
to come on shore again. 

3. The Captain of the Port will be directed to give notice of 
the 1st and 2nd Articles of this proclamation to all Ships at 
present here and to such as shall arrive hereafter, so that none 
of them may plead ignorance thereof. 

4. All owners of Slaves are also warned that the regulation 
relative to their not sending any Slave out after dark without a 
Lauthern will be strictly enforced, and I moreover hereby order 
that no slave shall be sent out after Eleven o'clock at ni1rht with-

• I b out his being furnished w1t 1 a note from his Master stating the 
reason of his being sent out at so late au hour, which note is to 
be dated and valid for that night only. 

5. To Slave shall be sent to cut or carry any firewood, without 
his beincr furnished with 11. note from his Master, who is to give 
his Slave strict orders not to commit any deprc<lations, as both 
shall answer the contrary with such penalties or punishment as 
the nature of the case may rec1uire. 

G. If any Slaves shall be found in the street after dark without 
a Lanthern, after 11 o'clock without a proper note, or carryiu" 
firewood without having an order from his Master in writing, they 
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shall be lodged in the Trunk, and the ensuing morning the master 
or the slave shall be punished as either shall appear to have 
occasioned the contravention of this order. 

Given under my Hand and Seal, Castle of Good Hope, this 
1st day of January 1790. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

(Copy.J 

Letter ftom MR. ,JonN PRINGLE to MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS. 

CAPE TowN, 3rd Ja11uary 1799. 

Sm,-I do myself the honor of informing you that having 
postponed the Sales of the Colonial Investment for some time on 
account of the want of Purchasers, I again gave the regular notice 
that a sale would take place this morning, when after waiting an 
hour and a half after the appointed time not a single person 
attended. I have &c. 

( igned) JOUN PRTNGLE. 

[Copy of Translation.] 

Papers relative to the Concordia Club. 

Moro ample explication and limits of the aforesaid Conditions 
and Agreement which are adopted by the :Members in general 
of the Club hearing the Device CONCORDIA, and to the strict 
observation of which they do herel,y renew their passed word 
of honour (: Racred to every honest man :) in the most 
solemn manner. 

Art. 1. Agreeahly to the resolution laken in the Club the 
4th .Fehruary 1707, the same shall consist of Thirty-six Members 
and a Secretary. 

Art. 2. o persons shall be permitted to frequent or he 
received in the same but such as deserve to be clas. ed among 
people of reputation pos8Cssing the rerp1i. ite qualities for true 
friendship arnl Harmon '. 

y 2 

 

 



324 Records of the Cape Colony. 

Art. 3. The moment a person requests to be admitted in the 
Club, his name shall be fixed in writing to the door, three days 
previous to the assembly, that by those means the Society may be 
enabled to enquire after his Character and 1forals, after which a 
general ballottation shall take place, and the reception of the 
petitioner shall be granted or rejected by the plurality of votes. 

Art. 4. Each accepted Member shall for his reception pay int-0 
the Case of the Club the sum of :Forty Hixdollars, and for the 
support of the Cellar 25 bottles, which shall be delivered together 
with the said sum at the day of his admittance. 

Art. 5. The reception of a new Member shall not be put in 
execution but at a day of assembly, and none of the members shall 
be permitted to be absent, provided proper intelligence has been 
given them, except corporeal indisposition or other affairs that can 
not admit of any delay. In this case he shall make his excuse in 
writing or else pay the penalty of One Uixdollar. The same 
regulation shall be ob,;erved if their presence be required for 
deliberating about matters of consequence to the whole Club, and 
if they have been duely acquainted of the same. 

Art. 6. No private visitors shall be admitted in the Club house 
but foreigners and people living in the Country, which are to be 
introduced by i;, member who shall be responsible both for their 
good conduct and expences. 

Art. 7. And this Society having no other intention but to pass 
their leisure hours in company of good friends and men of Probity 
in an agreeable harmless manner, the members in general are 
exhorted by these punctually to adhere to the real meaning and 
signification of the Device of the Club and carefully to guard 
themselves against insulting any person either verbally or by 
deeds; such person, if convicted of having transgressed in such a 
manner and having taken the question in consideration, the Club 
shall regulate the punishment according to the Crime, and either 
decree a pecuniary one, exclusion from the Society for weeks or 
months, or for ever. 

Art. 8. ]!'or the aforesaid reasons and the preservation of the 
Club's unity, all kind of Political discussion and defending and 
embracing of certain factions shall be and are hereby strictly 
prohibited, such discourses commonly breeding unnecessary words, 
disharmony, and private animosities. Any person or persons 
therefore acting contrary to these rules shall in the first instance 
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undergo the punishment of the Censor, for the second time the 
transgressor shall pay the penalty of Six Shillings sterling, and 
being convicted of having so offended for a third time it shall be 
decided by way of Ballottation whether he shall continue in the 
Club or whatever other chastisement he shall undergo. 

Art. 9. No disputes whatever shall take place in this Club, 
but only such as in the different opinions of the Members are 
necessary for the welfare of the Society, and a dispute of this 
kind shall not be determined but in the presence of the whole 
assembly. 

Art. 10. And for the better maintenance of good order and 
direction, there shall be elected by a plurality of voices the 
following officers, viz: (1) A President and Vice President, who 
shall preside in the meeting and propose everything that shall be 
necessary for deliberation. Those persons shall remain in function 
during the space of one year, at the expiration of which term a 
new election shall take place either of the same or others. (2) A 
Censor, whose office shall be privately to check and correct such 
members as shall offend either friendship or politeness, and should 
his admonitions not effect an amendment, he shall publickly or in 
the presence of the whole Society reproach him for his conduct. 
(3) A permanent Commissary and one in function whose office 
shall continue the space of one month. The first mentioned is 
in.trusted with the care of the domestic affairs and the purchase of 
the requisite liquors and other articles necessary for the house, he 
shall be bound to keep an accurate annotation of what he collects 
and issues, whilst the other commissary assists him and particularly 
charges himself with the care of the Storehouse. 

Art. 11. The Club shall be provided with a painted plate at 
the expence of the funds, representing the word Concordia with 
some alluding Decorations and fixed to a pink ribbon, which 
symbol shall be considered and respected as a sanctity, before 
which every member shall vow fidelity to the Club and the 
statutes thereof. This painted plate shall suppress all kind of 
discord and quarrels that might unfortunately take place betwixt 
the members, for should such events happen the President and 
Censor or in their absence one of the Commissaries shall shew the 
said Symbol to the parties contending, exclaiming Remember your 
Promise ! Whosoever not bridling his passions at the sight of the 
same, despises honour aml duty, and consequently no more 
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meriting to be titled a brother of Concordia, the Members of tho 
same shall ha,·e the authority to make him instantly quit their 
Temple of Concord and friendship, that he may not scandalize the 
same any more, after whieh the dispute and the cause thereof 
being amply examined, there may be proceeded against the 
offender and his punishment decreed as the laws of the Club 
direct. 

Art. 12. Should the batl and unfriendly conduct of a Cluuist 
force his confratres to auandon and exclude him for ever, he at the 
same time loses the right of reclaiming the money he deposited, 
and can therefore never enter any kind of action against the 
Society, or blame the same in any other manner, without exposing 
his faithle:is and dishonourable character, thro' denying his word 
and signature, by whieh he renders himself unworthy of being 
admitted among people of a creditable class and reputation. 

Art. 13. Games for pastime are permitted, but those of hazard 
strictly prohibited. Any person proposing the latter shall pay 
the penalty of One Ducaton (6s.), and he "·ho vlays it 5 Hix­
dollars for the benefit of the poor of the Parish of the Protestant 
Church. 

Art. 14. All the furniture and other articles belonging to the 
Club shall remain in the same; but should one or more members 
quit, the goods in question shall be valued by two members chosen 
by each party, and the meml>er quitting the Society shall receive 
his share thereof; should however one of the members die, the 
sum he deposited shall he returned to his widow or other lawful 
inheritors, if she or they will accept of it. 

Art. 1/i. Hhoulll any person thro' inattention or by chance 
break a piece of furniture, glasses, &c., he shall cause the same to 
Le rcpaiml or reRtitutell at his private expence, Luton doing the 
same on purpose the Society shall judge in what manner his 
insolence shall be punishe<l. 

Art. 16. The provision of 'ape wine, Arrack, }~randy, 
Carnlles, &c., shall be paid out of the Case of the ~ocicty. 

Art. 17. 1\fom bers desiring European Liquors shall Le obliged 
to provide thcmsehes with the same. 

~\rt. 18. For raising the hire for the Cluuhouse and Garden 
BooseHlmrg, as well as for the necessary attending slaves, each 
member shall per month contribute Three Hixdollars, and pay for 
the <lifforcnt games as follows: one game of billiards in the day 
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time 2 stivers, in the night time 3 stivers, long balls 3 stivers, 
nine pins 2 stivers, cards 6 stivers. 

Art. 19. Debts proceeding from the aforesaid Articles shall be 
paid by each member at least within eight days after the day of 
meeting; whoever neglects the same forfeits a penalty of four 
skillings, repeating the same each month he shall pass without 
discharging what he owes. 

And for the better execution of the aforesaid we the subscribers 
have not only verbally engaged ourselves, but affirmed the same 
with our usual signature. 

Actum Concordia the 4th March, 1797. 

Appc,idix. 

About the Reception of a new Member. 
The reception of a new member shall be effectuated in the 

manner as follows, viz. : 
The admitted member is conducted by the monthly commissary 

in function in the assembly room to the right hand side of the 
president, who briefly represents to him that it being his desire to 
be received in this circle of friends, the same expects of him that 
he will follow and strictly adhere to the duties of friendship and 
the laws of the Club. The president shall hereafter demand his 
word of honour that he will be secret and never relate what may 
have any relation i;o the Society or its transactions (should he 
even quit the same), after which his seat is pointed out to him 
and the conditions and regulations are read to him by the 
secretary. This being terminated, it is yet left at his option 
whether he will be received in the Society or declines so doing. 
Having consented and promised to observe the same, all the 
members rise from their seats, and he is conducted for a second 
time by the two junior members to the president, who holds before 
him the mentioned Symbol of the Society (which is placed on a 
redestal on the Table) requesting the candidate to lay his hand 
upon the same, so doing the two said members hold two swords 
across each other over his head (representing the punishment he 
has to expect should he violate his promises), and the Secretary 
makes him repeat the fullo>\ ing words : I promise as a man of 
honour to regulate my conduct after the symbol and <lcvicc 
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exhibited to me, as well as the laws annexed, and should I 
transgress against the same to submit to the statuted laws. At 

last the conditions of the Society are exposed to him for signing 

the same, and he is complimented on his reception by all the 
members. 

Members of the Concordia Club : 

J. U. K:rBOURG, 

J. J. F. WAGENER, 

A. YAN WIELLIGH, 

B. SCHULTZ, 

G. M. ECKARD, 

G. J. HENNING, 

J. E. BLANCKENBERG, 

ST. WnD, 

J. C. DE WIT, 

G. A. BECKER, 

J. C. LEHMAN, 

J.P. DIEHL, 

J. lTZEN, 

E. ADRIAANSE, Junior, 

A. F. HEYNE1IAN, 

C. G. VON BHATT, 

C. P. ZASTRON, 

J. H. J!'lwuwENFELDER, 

D. J. ASPELING, 

M. BARTELS, 

J. M. ENDRES, 

P. \VOUTERSEN, 

M. L. EETHLING, 

H. MAASDORP, 

J. B. HOFFMAN, 

C. w. WEDEMEYER, 

J. YON LINDENBAUltI, 

J. YON BIEHL, 

JEAN J\fARTIN. 

Honorary Members : 

J. STUWE, 

P. \V. VON D1tUTEN, 

J. BRUCE, 

G. A. w AT:ER,lEYER, 

J. BEEKMAN, 

J . . F. LIESCHING, 

D. LION, 

J. J. DE ZIEGLER, 

A. SCUEUBLE, 

J. u. MARTIN, 

UAROLUS .FHEISLICII, 

CAPE OF Gooo HorE, January 3rd 1700. 

GEORGE BRAY, 

lIEXDRTK ECKARDT, 

HENDRIK Vos, junior, 

LEEXDERT lIEYNEl\IAN, 

J. A. TIWTER, 

I>. VAN BREDA, 

A. Ros.ENI.l.EHG, 

J. A . . Frscmm, 

DANIEL LEHMAN, 

J. I>. BAUMGARDT. 

--------
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[Copy.] 

PROCLAMATION 

By FRANCIS DUNDAS, EsQRE., :Afajor General &c. 

329 

Whereas the unfortunate experience of the want of proper 
exertions or Regulations at the late conflagrations have convinced 
me that the general safety requires a stricter attention to the 
existing regulations, and that further measures should be adopted, 
I do, in the first instance, continue the basis of the Regulations 
of the 16th November 1762 and of the 18th of May 1796 together 
with the following comprehensive amendment. 

1. The Brandmeesters or Fire \Vardens are, when the alarm is 
given for fire, immediately to repair to the fire with their staffs 
of office. 

2. It shall be their duty on the first Monday of every month to 
examine all the Engines and appurtenances ; they shall answer 
for their being in proper repair, and when a fire takes place they 
are to oblige the idle Spectators to render every assistance in 
their power. 

3. They are authorized, and it is expected that each in his 
District from time to time shall examine the Houses, particularly 
such as have thatched Roofs, and if they perceive any danger to 
be apprehended fror'h any defect in the building, neglect of the 
Inhabitant, or other cause, they are through the Upper Brand­
meester to report thereon to the Governor in writing, who will 
then cause the proper Steps to be taken to remedy the defect, and 
above all they are to take care that no wood work is to be allowed 
in or about a Chimney that can in any manner endanger the 
Building. 

4. Any palpable neglect in not keeping the Chimney swept 
shall be liable to such punishment as the nature of the offence 
appears to require, and any person occasioning by such neglect 
a false alarm shall be liable to a fine of 100 Ilixdollars. 

5. None of the Inhabitants shall be allowed to house any Hay, 
Chaff, or Straw, but in places enclosed round about with Stone 
walls to the satisfaction of the Magistracy. All those that are 
desirous of depositing any Hay, Chan: or Straw are therefore 
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bound to give notice thereof to the Brandmeesters in order that 
such places may be examined on forfeiture of the said Hay, Chaff, 
or Straw, and of a fine of Fifty Rixdollars. 

6. In order the better to prevent or to extinguish any fire, it 
has been thought expedient to constitute the College of Brand­
meesters of 55 persons, being at present a Burgher Senator as 
Upper Brnndmeester, Casper Dekenaar as Deputy Upper Brand­
meester, :Floris Visser as Overseer of the Engines, who are 
expected to attend to their Duty in the hour of danger. 

{ 

Brandmeesters 

Engine No. 1 

Sergeants. 

{ 
l3randmeesters 

Engine No. 2 

Sergeants. . 

{ 
Brandmeesters 

Engine No. 3 

Sergeants. . 

{ 

Brandmeesters 

Engine No. 4 

Sergeants. . 

{ 

Brandmee. ters 

Engine No. 5 

Sergeants. . 

IF. Spengler 
A. Krynouw 
R Munsterman IN. Volrau<i 
J. Eberhard 
P. P. Koch 

J
J. G. Barendse 
II. B. Keytel 
A. C. Kok 
P. B. Andriesse 
H. Haal 

IJ. Oostendorp 
M. N. Mohr 
C. Volg 

{F. le Clus 
J. Bos 

{
F. M. Kiliam 
C. Garish 
F. de N eckar, Adrz. 
,T. Hell(lriks !G. Cebhanlt 
F. Vlotman 
A. llcrholdt 

IC. Luit 
,T. (lreef 
P. Wagenaar 

III. Brehn 
Commerink 
Morgcmlal 
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, nrandmeesters 

Engine To. G 

Sergeants. 

At the Reformed Church: 

Engine No. 1 
{ nramlmeesters 

l Sergeants . 

!J. Heyns 
F. Pniel 
A. Nex 
'W annenberg 
Elser 
Rchoonraad 
H. Dykman 
C. F. Swart 
l'· Voges 

{ 
,J. M. N eumeester 
Gilovie 

{
N. Volraad 
,J. r. Raab 

IC. Darge 

1 
Brandmeesters ,J. Knous 

Eugine No. 2 J. M. Holtz 
{

M. Reinhard 
Sergeants. C T S t .. wars 

1 
Brandmeesters 

Engine No. 3 
Sergeants. . 

IJ. Dhiel 
J. G. Kilian 
Mohl 
J. Gebhardt 
H. Bhier 
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7. It is expected that in the event of any future misfortunes of 
fire that there will be fewer idle spectators, all persons near the 
fire whose housos are in no danger are to give immediate assistance 
under onlcrs of some of the Branclmeesters, all Inhabitants having 
20 Slaves shall send 4, 15 shall give 3, 10 give 2, an~ 5 one, 
who shall bo sent to the lire to assist but are not to act without 

orders. 
8. If any person shall stop the public acqueduct or Canal, lead 

any Ilart thereof from the fire, detain any of the Engines, or in 
any other manner stop, check, or hinder any of the sources of 
assistance, such an offence under whatsoever pretence it be 
committell shall Le considered as criminal, and liable to a :Fine 
of Five HmHll'()ll lti.·dulhrs, together with such further punish-

: 

I 
. 

I 

I 

I 

I 
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ment as the nature or degree of the offence shall be proved to 
require. 

9. A.11 property that has been saved shall be restored to the 
owners within 24 hours, or if not known who the owner is, 
the property is to be reported to the Fiscal to be by him 
advertized. 

10. No Pitch, Tar, Sulphur, Rosin, Hemp, Tow, Flax or other 
combustibles exceeding two Barrels or 200 lbs. Weight, shall be 
warehoused or deposited in this Town, on pain of confiscation of 
the whole. 

11. In order to know the assistance that may be had in each 
ward or section of the Town, it shall be the duty of each 
Wykmeester to form a list of the number of Slaves each House 
can afford in case of need, and he shall give to their masters such 
orders as the fire wardens shall judge expedient. 

12. The following alarms shall be given in the event of fire: 
The Bell in the Castle, 
The Drum in the Streets, 
The Great Bell in the Church, 

for which purpose orders have been given to the Sentries at the 
Castle to keep a vigilant eye upon the Town, and immediately 
upon the appearance of any House or Building being on fire to 
cause the Bell of the Castle to ring incessant till the alarm be 
continued by that of the Church, which has heretofore been 
customary to be rung ; at the expiration of the first quarter of an 
hour, when the misfortune cannot fail of being generally known, 
the Great Church Bell is to toll Ten Strokes, and every quarter 
of an hour after by encreasing or decreasing that number to 
announce to the public the encrea:,e or decrease of the con­
flagration, according to observation from the top of the Steeple. 

13. The Burgher Senate are hereby required to regulate the 
execution of the foregoing order of tolling the Grrat 'hurch Bell, 
they are likewise directed to have a fire watch attended by a 
Drummer every night at the Guard Room of the Burghers, 
but the said Drum is to be used on no other occasion whatever. 

14. The alarm for fire being given in the night, the Inhabitants 
are hereby commanded to hang lights on the out ide of their 
houses or to place one in the window within to give as much light 
to the Streets as possible. 

15. llurnanity and a sense of general danger will dictate to the 
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several Inhabitants the propriety of affording every other assistance 
in their power. 

Given under my Hand and Seal at the Castle of Good Hope 
this 5th day of January 1799. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

[Copy.] 

Letter frorn MESSRS. JOHN HOLLAND, JOHN HOOKE GREEN, and 
others to MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS. 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, 5th January 1799. 

Sm,-We the GentlP.men in the Civil Department, together 
with the principal English Inhabitants of this place, desirous of 
emulating the glorious example shewn us by our countrymen at 
home, who have bravely stood forward in the hour of danger 
against a host of Foreign and Domestic Enemies, beg leave to 
make you this public offer of our services in assisting to defend 
this valuable Colony against the Enemies of our most gracious 
Sovereign, should they dare to attack it, and altho few our 
number, yet we trust that you will find us ready and able, when 
called upon, to execute any commands you may then think proper 
to honor us with. We have &c. 

(Signed) JOHN Mti:;RRAY, 

ALEXANDER TENNANT, 

PETER MossE, 

S. TUFTS, 

M. WITTENOON, 

ALEX. WALKER, 

'.l'nos. HAINES, 

WILLIAM BRYDON, 

HENRY HOME, 

RoBERT Ross, 

Tnos. MossE, 

JOSEPH GIBSON, 

J. Bumm, 
J.E. HUDSON, 

HENRY AcrrnoYD, 

JOHN HOLLAND, 

JOHN HOOKE GREEN, 

JOHN BARROW, 

ACHESON MAXWELL, 

EDWARD BUCKLEY, 

HENRY J. JESSEP, 

EDMUND SOMERS, M.D., 
A. BARNARD, 

GEORGE REX, 

MICHAEL HOGAN, 

JOSEPH BRAY, 

HAYNES WADE BATTERSBY, 

ALEXANDER McDONALD, 

W. CALDWELL, 

W. VENABLES, 
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JAMES DALY, 
\VrLLIAM STAINFORD, 
J. Emmrn, 
n. McKENNEDY, 
ROBERT SE!\1PLE, 
ltOBERT ROS8, 
\VILLIAM MORTIMER, 
TIIOMAS SPENCEH, 
J. DAWSOX, 
C. BROADHURST, 
T. COXRY, 
EDWARD lIALARUN, 
WILLIA~f POOL, 
H. CADOGAN, 
ALEX. HATTS, 
Tno~IAS LOWTHER, 

P. EurnLrn, 
Wl\t MENZIES, 
BA1tTn. CmmY, 
THO\f \S MAXWELL, 
R S. CAMERON, 
Tnos. TnINmIAM, Chaplain, 
,J. SQUIBS, 
THOMAS DOUGHTY, 
WM. H. STURGES, 
WII,LIA\f SEATO~, 
,T E. MESTAEH, 
K. STUART, 
,J. \VEAVIXG, 
,foREPII BULL, 
HICIIAltD Jos. Jon.·soN. 

----~--- -

[Copy.] 

Letter froni the Co,isistory of the Dutch Rrfon,ud Ulwrc!t i,1 
Capetown to MAJOR UEXx'HAL DU1-IDAS. 

HONOURABLE Sm,-The Boanl of Churchwardens of the Re­
formed Community of this Town have the honour to represent to 
Your Excellency how it is necessary that the vacancy occasioned 
by the uncxpecte<l <loath of Mr. Kuys should as soon as pos,;i\Jle 
he replenished, an<l they therefore take the liherly urgently to 
request that it may please Your Excellency, through your inter­
cession hy His Majesty's ministers, to effoctuate that this 
community be as soon as }>Ossible provided with another J >utch 
Reformeu. minister. 

And as unu.er the former Dutch Government the Commi~saries 
General in the year 179:3 have enacted that thenceforth in case of 
any vacancy of a minister occurring, the usual salary :should 
continue on behalf of those that in the interval shouhl <lo the 
church <luty, the Board of Uhurchwardens therefore reciuest at the 
same time that it may please Your Excellency to confirm this 
ec1uitahlc• law of the Commis~aries Ucneral, that om two ministers 
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who at present do the full duty may accordingly enjoy this com­
pensation for their aggravated labour until a third :Minister for 
this community shall be arrived. 

The Board of Churchwardens flatter themselves with the hope 
of Your Excellency's favourable determination on this twofold 
request, and we have &c. 

(Signed) 

CAPE OF Goou HOPE, 7th January 1799. 

[Copy.] 

J. P. SERRURIER, 
CIIR. FLECK, 
P. J. TRUTER, 
HENDRIK DE \V AAL, senior, 
J. JURGENS, 
J. HOFMEYR, 
F. VoLSTEEDT, 
A. DE w AAL, junior. 

Llltcr from MA.TOR GENERAL DUNDAS to MESSRS. JOHN HOLLAND, 
JorIN HOOKE GREEN, and others. 

CASTLE OF Goon HoPE, 7th January 1799. 

GENTLE~rnN,-I have the honor to acknowledge your letter of 
the 5th Instant, in 'l:hich you have stated to me that you are 
deRimns of imitating in this Colony, by arming yourselves in its 
defence, that zeal and public spirit which have been so generally 
manifested throughout all ranks of our countrymen at home, who 
have stood forward for the defence of their country against foreign 
as well as domestic enemies, and I am happy to declare that I 
perfectly approve of that patriotism which appears to have pro­
duced the resolution you have taken. 

I am cominced that a determination so laudable can not fail at 
the present crisis to meet the approbation of His Majesty, and I 
am therefore ,vi11ing to grant such supply of arms and ammunition 
out of the public magazine as will be necessary for carrying your 
purpose into effed. 

I beg leaYo to recommo1Hl to your consideration the plan of the 
different associations in England, having hccn formed with the 
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sanction of Government there, as those associations will certainly 
afford a proper model for you upon the present occasion. 

As soon as your several anangements are completed, it will 
afford me pleasure the rendering any further assistance towarJs 
your establishment in my power to grant, relative to which I 
shall at all times be ready to confer with ;my one or more of your 
body you may be pleased to appoint in order to communicate 
with me. I am &c. 

(Signed) 

fCopy.J 

PROCLAMATION 

]!'UANCIS DUNDAS. 

By FRANCIS DUNDAS, EsQRE., JJfajvr General &e. 

Whereas the encreased Population of the Cape Town appears to 
require a more extended police for the purpose of more effoctually 
maintaining that degree of good order and tranquillity which 
constitute the general security and happiness of the peaceaule 
and industrious members of the community, 1 have judged it 
expedient to carry into effect the resolution of the former Govern~ 
ment for dividing the Cape Town into wards, and therefore hereby 
confirm and reestablish the division of the Town into 25 wards as 
stated in the Proclamation of the 11th January 1794. I shall 
also appoint two Aldermen or vVykmeesters to each wai-d, for 
whom a code of Instructions will be formed suitable to them, and 
in order that the said Instructions may be formed in such manner 
as to be consonant to the existing Laws and Customs, I have 
judged it expedient to leave the framing of these regulations to 
the following Magistrates : W. S. van Ryneveld, Esqre., His 
Majesty's :Fiscal, two Members of the Court of Justice, and two 
Members of the Burgher Senate, who are hereuy called upon and 
required to form themselves into a Committee, and to frame such 
Regulations as to their judgment and knowledge shall appear most 
expedient, which said Regulations when so framed and approv d 
of by me shall be made public, and a Copy thereof given to each 
Alderman or \Vykmeester who is to carry the same into effect, 
who will be supported in the execution of his duty which is to 
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commence and the Uegulations to be in force on the 1st February 
next. 

And whereas the greater part of the Boards intended to make 
known the names of the Streets are become so defective and 
defaced that they no longer answer that purpose, the Burgher 
Senate are hereby called upon and required to cause the same to 
be renewed. The Houses are also henceforth to be numbered by 
Streets, for which purpose the Fiscal and two Members of the 
Court of Justice are to give the proper orders. 

Given under my Hand and Seal at the Castle of Good Hope 
this 8th January 1799. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

[ Copy.] 

Discnibarkation Rctum of the Glst anc! 81st Regiments. 

Two Lieutenant Colonels, two Majors, eighteen Captains, thirty­
one Lieutenants, six Ensigns, two Paymasters, two Adjutants, one 
Quartermaster, two Surgeons, three Assistant Surgeons, 96 Ser­
geants fit for duty, 7 Sergeants sick, 4:3 Drummers fit for duty, 
3 Drummers sick, 870 Rank and File fit for duty, 156 Rank and 
File sick, 273 Rank and File unfit for duty. Total 1,517. This 
includes one Captain and 82 recruits for the 8th Light Dragoons. 

Dates of Arrival: ~and 14 January, 1799. 

CAPE OF Goon HOPE, 16th JanuanJ 1799. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS, Major General. 

[Copy.] 

Ldter from MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS to the Governor in Council, 
Fort St. George. 

CASTLE OF Goon IloPE, 18th January 1799. 

MY Lo1m AND GEXTLEMEN,-Upon this first occasion of my 
n<l<lresfiing yon sinre the departure of the Earl of Macartney, my 

l!, z 
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rredecessor in this Government, I beg leave to make a tender of 
my services here, and if I can at any time contribute to the public 
service of your Government, I shall receive your communications 
to that effect with every mark of attention and respect. 

I have been honoured with your Letter of the per 
the Rebecca, and in consequence of your licence have admitted her 
Cargo to an entry. It is unnecessary to say anything further on 
this head, seeing that the Governor General has for the present 
declined supplying the Cape on account of the Honorable 
Company, and I shall admit to an entry all merchandize that 
arrives undP.r regular License. 

Having been urged by Mr. Goetz, a Merchant of Cape Town, to 
permit him to import a Cargo of Rice from Madras, I have in 
consequence of its present scarcity granted his request as far as 
depends upon me, that is to say for importation, but you will 
please to observe that for the exportation from India he is referred 
to, and directed to apply for the Licence of that Presidency whence 
the shipment of this Rice is made, and as this Grain is an article 
of very considerable consumption here, I beg that you will en­
courage the Merchants of Your Presidency to enter into similar 
speculations, and that you will give them Licences to import it 
into this Colony. 

The Scotch Brigade and the 84th Regiment embarked here for 
your Presidency and sailed on the 4th of November under convoy 
of His Majesty's Ships the Sceptre and Raisonablc. By the present 
opportunity you will receive the 10th Regiment of Infantry from 
Britain and the 86th Regiment from this Garrison, together with 
some Hundred Recruits, of which the regular embarcation returns 
will be transmitted to you. The 51st Regiment is also ultimately 
destined for India, but I shall detain them here until the 86th be 
replaced here by some other Regiment. I have &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 
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[Copy.] 

List of Ships' Arrivals. 

Date. Name. I Where from. Nationality. 

1798. 
Nov. 1 . Nonoay Lion Tranquebar Dane 

" 
6. Ji'lor do Mar St. Catherine's Portugue8e 

" 
10. Betsy Batavia American 

" 
10. Brutus Madras Do. 

" 
17 . Kesbenhaven Copenhagen Dane 

Dec. 16 . Geoi·giana Plettenberg'sBay English 

" 
l!J . Rebecca Madras Do. 

" 
23. &nta Rosa Rio de la Plata Spanish prize 

,, 26 . Exeter London English 
,, 27. '/'willing Regel Copenhagen Dane 

" 
27 . Neptunus Altona Do. 

" 
29. Britannia Fi8hiug English 

" 
30. 01itfnels Lisbon Do. 

,, 30. Royal Charlotte Do. Do. 

" 
30. Pha,nix Do. Do. 

" 
30. Alligator Do. Do. 

1799. 
Jnn. 1 . l,forse Walvisch Bay Do. 

" 
2. Johanna Maria Mauritius Dane 

" 
2 . F1·eadenburg Sarernpore Do. 

" 
2. Nazereh Mozambique PortugueRe 

" 
3. Ilenry Dimdas Madras English 

,, 3. Dover Castle Do. Do. 

" 
3. Good Hope Do. Do. 

" 
3. Lord Oambden Do. Do. 

,, 3. B11sbridye Do. Do. 

" 
3. Varuna Do. Do. 

,, 4. Ilarmonia Bengal Hamburg 

" 
5. 'l'hrimes Portsmouth English 

" 
5. Earl Oorwallis Do. Do. 

,, 13 . Apollo Mauritius French 
,, 14. Alexander Falmouth English 

" 
18 . John Parish Bengal Hamburgh 

,, 18 . George Backly Do. American 

" 
19 . .Abig(til Delagoa Bay Do. 

,, 19 . Atlantic Bengal English 

z 2 
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[Original. j 

Letter jroin MAJOR G~:NEIUL DUNDAS to the RIGHT 

HONOURABLE HENRY DUNDAS. 

CAPE OF Goon lloPE, 23rd J1muary 1799. 

Sm,-In my last letter which I had the honor to write to you 
dated the 2nd December 1798 by tLe Echo Transport, I was 
under the painful necessity of mentioning the particulars of an 
unfortunate fire which happened in the Cape Town upon the night 
of the 22nd :N"ovember last (a Duplicate of my Dispatch Xo. 1 by 
the Echo being herewith inclosed) and I am sorry a second time to 
report to you that on the 20th December an alarm of fire was 
given in the great Barrack about the hour of eleven at night, 
where the door of an apartment which had been appropriated as a 
Storeroom for the use of the Commissary General was found to be 
on fire, the flames howeYer were happily extinguished before they 
had penetrated to the place within where a considerable number 
of Casks were piled up close to the door on the inside, the lucky 
and timely discovery of this fire saved the Barracks and probably 
the contiguous part of the town which would have been in a short 
time consumad in all probability in spite of every effort to prevent 
it, as on the night of the 20th of December as well as on that of 
the 22nd November the South East wind blew with considerable 
violence. 

Having summoned before me in the presence of the :Fiscal and 
the Secretary of the Colony upon the following day all such 
persons as could afford me any information as to the cause of the 
fire in the Barracks in the preceding night, after due in restigation 
I was confirmed in the opinion that the fire had been laid on 
purpose upon that occasion hy some wicked persons whom wo 
have not as yet been able to discover prubauly some agents 
employed by the Enemy or other ill designing persons who may 
harn formed a premeditated design of destroying the Public Stores 
in order to distress and embarrass the Garrison. 

The different I>roclamations herewith enclosed which are marked 
No. 1 will rommunicate to you the steps which 1mm Leen taken 
for the purpose of discovering and uriugiug to justice the perpe­
trators of the late Jiabolical attempts, the Papers No. 1 will 
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likewise show you the measures to he adopted to prevent the 
success of similar attempts in future and I am confident that the 
Regulations about to he established will when carrird into effect 
not fail to improve the Police of C:i.pe Town an<l may lJe expected 
to augment the security of the Inhabitants and the general tran­
quillity. 

I have been careful since the last alarming attempt to set fire 
to onr Magazines to make such new clisposition of the public 
Stores as their safl'ty has appeared to me to req nire, the Barracks 
are now secure<l I think in such a manner as to baffle the designs 
which any incendiaries may form for their destruction and the 
activity and vigilance of the Military Picquets and l'atrols which 
are augmented considerably during the night have freed me from 
any apprehension of a violation of the public peace should any 
calamity like that which lately happened again occur. 

1 harn the pleasure to acquaint you that the East India ships 
with the 10th and 51st Hegiments from Lisbon arrived here on the 
30th December last the Soldiers of those two Regiments I am 
happy to say in perfect health. The ships have obtained here the 
refreshments they stoocl in need of and they will proceed upon 
their voyage to India immediately. 

The fleet from England having the Glst and 81st Regiments on 
board arrived upon the 1-!th Instant but I am sorry to add that the 
soldiers of the two Battalions are very sickly and indeed the con­
dition of these two Corps has greatly disappointed my expectations. 

The Stith Regiment together with the remaining Companies of 
the 84th and Scots Brigade are in readiness for embarkation, they 
will !Jc embarked in the course of a day or two and may be 
expected to sail from Table Bay in the course of the ensuing week. 
It is the intention of Commodore Losack that the Impcricusc and 
another frigate shall accompany the ships and troops to India and 
as a farther protection to the convoy which is certainly of magni­
tude and importance he means to proceed himself with the rest of 
the Ships of the Squadron, the Trc1ncndo11,~, Jupiter, and Oiscau to 
cruise for some time off the Mauritius. The JJmarc frigate which 
is repairing will lie the only ship of war left at the Cape, and the 
very great, reduction of our Garrison in consequence of between 
three and four thouRand men detached from it to the East Indies 
and whose places have been slenderly supplied by the lilst and 
81st, ltcgimenls is a circumsLancc which appears lo me to meri L 
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your notice but as in a letter which I have had the honor of 
writinrr by the present opportunity to His Royal Highness the 
Duke of York I have stated my sentiments relative to the 
probable insufficiency of our present military force it is not 
necessary to trouble you farther respecting it, however in order 
to justify my solicitude upon that important point I beg leave to 
request your attention to the Paper No. 11 which contains the 
disembarkation Returns of the 61st and 81st Regiments with the 
recruits and likewise to the Paper No. 12 which is a comparative 
state of the nnmber of troops sent from the Cape to India and 
those which have as yet arrived to replace them. 

A Society has been for some time established here called tho 
Concordia composed chiefly by persons who are not believed to 
entertain sentiments favorable to our cause, they were not I 
imagine particularly noticed by Lord Macartney, nor did His 
Lordship leave me any Instructions respecting them though 
possibly they did not escape his observation but at all events 
it is necessary for Government to be attentive to the proceedings 
of every confederacy even of private persons formed without its 
sanction consequently I some time ago desired Mr. Ryneveld the· 
:Fiscal to intimate to the Concordia my wish to be informed of the 
purposes of their association. I enclose No. 9 the regulations of 
the Society of Concordia having received assurances from them of 
the purity of their motiYes and although it would not be proper to 
interrupt their social meetings it is certainly at present necessary 
for us to be watchful of the proceedings of that as well as any other 
similar associations. 

I inclose some copies of letters o. 8 written to the Government 
in India since the departure of Lord Macartney they relate chiefly 
to mercantile affairs and it is not perhaps altogether necessary lo 
trouble you with them lrnL with respect to matters of triule I do 
not conKider myself to be a well-qualifie1l judge antl the papers 
inclosed will I hope prove that I have been cautious upon tha! 
subject. 

The sales of the Colonial articles have been atternled with no 
success as Mr. I>ringl •'s lteport to me No. 7 respecting the last 
notice of a sale will evince Lo you. 

I do myself the honor of transmitting by the present opportunity 
a Copy ~o. 3 of the RPceiver General's account of the last month 
December 17!.!8 hy which it app •ars thaL after payment of all th• 
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Salaries on the Civil Establishment here and other incidental 
exponcos for the last quarter of the year there is a balance 
remaining of 43,0:H Ilixdollars 6 Skillings and 3 Stivers in the 
Treasury. I likewise transmit the monthly Reports of Mr. Barrow 
Auditor General of the produce of the different branches of the 
ReYonue of the Colony No. 5 likewise the quarterly account No. 6 
of tho Auditor General for the last quarter of a year ending the 
:nst of December 1798 the correetness of those accounts from the 
attention and ability of Mr. Barrow may be depended on and I 
think that sanguine expectations may be entertained with respect 
to the encrease of the Colonial Ilevenues Lord Macartney having 
established Regulations for the due collection of the different 
hranches of the Revenue here of great advantage to them, and it is 
to His Lordship's industry and attention during his administration 
to which the improvement of the Ilevenue is to be ascribed. 

The monthly Returns of the Army for December 1798 and 
January 179!) No. 10 are enclosed. 

The Custom house Books of Cape Town and Simon's Town 
being the quarterly accounts of the Exports and Imports between 
the 1st of October and 31st December 1798 accompany this 
despatch and are marked No. 4. 

I have to report that the Reverend Mr. Kuys one of the 
Ministers of the Calvinist Church died lately very suddenly in 
Cape Town an application having been received by me since his 
death from the ministers and church wardens for a person to 
supply the place of the late Mr. Kuys and I do myself the honor 
of communicating their wishes to you on that subject No 14. 

The , alary and Emoluments of the Ministers of the Protestant 
Church in Cape Town amount to nearly 1200 Dollars per annum 
and <luring the former Government the Yacancies which occurred 
hero were filled by persons appointed in Holland. 

I transmit for your information a copy of a letter No. 13 from 
the Gentlemen of the Civil departments and the principal English 
Inhabitants at the Cape of Good Hope to me offering their services 
for the defence of this Colony it is my intention to comply with 
their wishes in granting them arms and ammunition as I am of 
opinion that circumstances may arise to render an association of 
this kind composed of proper persons highly useful. I have &c. 

(!-,igncd) 
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[Copy.J 

Letter jroni MAJOR GEXERAL Dux DAS to the Govanor Gcnual 
in Conncil, Fort William. 

CASTLE OF GOOD IIOPE, January 23rd 1700. 

MY LORD AND GEXTLEMEX,-The Earl of Macartney having 
left this Colony on the 20th of last November on his return to 
England, the Government devolved upon me, and I have the 
honor to acknowledge the receipt of your Dispatches of the 11th 
of September and 22nd of October. 

The Three Hundred Barrels of Gunpowder which you had 
embarked on board of the Honorable Company's extra ship the 
Queen have been received here on the 20th of June 1798 in good 
order. 

By the Reports of the Board of Trade of the 19th of June and 
3rd of August which you have transmitted together with your 
remarks thereon, I observe the particular circumstances which 
have induced you to decline supplying the articles required for 
the consumption of this Colony, on account of the Honorable 
Company, and that you have for the present by advertisement 
thrown open that trade to Individuals under certain restrictions. 
I doubt not that this will answer our purpose equally well, and 
if your individual merchants have not shown immediate alacrity 
in availing themselves of the opportunity of advantageous specula­
tions, I doubt not they will now have gained more information 
upon the subject, and that there will be no necessity for your 
taking any extraordinary pains in procuring for us the intended 
supply, at least I am led to suppose so from the impatient desire 
of our merchants to obtain permission to import. I have been 
very reluctant in encouraging them to trouble you with such 
applications, but I shall now more fully refer them for the con­
finnation of your permission to any projects of this nature that 
they may form, and you will judge from the number of Licences 
already given in India if they can be continued to be granted, 
and with regard to reexportation to the W cstwarcl yon need he 
under no apprehension. I have <T. 
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[Copy.] 

Lctla fro,n M:AJOH GENEHAL DUNDAS to the Governor in 
Council, Bombay. 

CASTLE 01!' Goon HOPE, January 23rd 1799. 

CiENTLEMEX,-The Government of this Colony having devolved 
upon me since the 20th of last November, when my predecessor 
the Earl of Macartney departed for England, I now have the 
honor of acknowledging the receipt of your Dispatch of the 28th 
of September 1708, which was brought here by the Intrcpul on 
the 20th ultimo. It is needless that I should enter into a 
circumstantial reply, since long ere this the arrival of the several 
reinforcements of Ships under Commodore Blankett and of Troops 
from this Place will have proved to you that Government have 
not been inattentive to the movements of their Ene~ies. At 
the present moment our Harbour is full of Ships, with further 
reinforcements of Troops from Britain, I>ortugal, and this Place, 
which together with the vigorous exertions made and making in 
India, will render our force there very respectable. 

Independent of these firm measures for counteracting the 
ultimate possibility of the French succeeding in misleading the 
native powers so far as to engage them to take a part in their 
delusive liberty, we have heard that the modern Alexander has 
already met with unf-ereseen difficulties, and that Admiral Nelson, 
after a most glorious victory over the :French fleet, is now so 
triumJ_Jhant in the Mediterranean that in all probability the 
means of sending any supplies to Bonaparte, or even of his 
holding any communication with France, is at an end. 

I have only to add that it will ever afford me much satisfaction 
when I can in any manner contribute to the security or prosperity 
of your Presidency. I have &c. 

(Signed) FH.\NCIS DUNDAS. 
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[ Original. J 
Letter from COMMODORE GEORGE LoS.\.CK to EVAN 

NEPEAN, ESQRE. 

Jupiter IN TABLE BAY, 
CAPE OF Goon lioPE, 23rd Jm,uary 1799. 

Srn,-I have the honor to acquaint you for their Lordships' 
information that having received a Dispatch from the Govcrn0r 
General of India and also one from the Government of Bombay 
pressing in the strongest manner for a reinforcement of Ships 
from this Squadron to be sent to India, and stating that the 
Squadron under the Command of Rear Admiral Rainier is very 
inadequate to the service required of them at this conjuncture, 
two of his Ships being under repair, I have, considering the great 
importance of frustrating the views of the Enemy in that country 
as a matter of the first consideration, thought fit to detach from 
this Squadron His Majesty's Ships Imperieuse and Braave, directing 
Captain Rowley of the Irnpcrieusc to take under his orders the 
Braave and proceed with the East India Company's Ships (having 
on board Troops destined to Madras) under his convoy and pro­
tection to Madras Road, and after having seen them in safety to 
that anchorage, to join Rear Admiral Rainier or the Commander 
in Chief of His Majesty's Ships and Vessels in the Asiatic Seas, 
or cooperate with the Government there as shall appear most 
advisable for the prevention of the Enemy's effecting a Landing 
in the British Territories in India. Should I receive any informa­
tion of the Enemy having detached a force into those Seas (to 
obtain which I shall use every possible means) I shall consider 
it my duty to repair without a moment's loss of time with the 
Squadron under my Command and join !tear Admiral Rainier. 
It is my intention about the middle of next month to proceed 
with a Squadron off the Mauritius, in order to prevent any com­
munication with the Enemy and those Islands, of which intention 
I have apprized the Government of India and Rear Admiral 
Rainier. 

Major General Nixon, of the Honourable East India Company's 
service, having represented to me that he is charged by the Right 
Honorable Lord Clive with an humble and loyal address to His 

I 

I 
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Majesty from the Inhabitants of Madras and also Bills addressed 
to His Majesty's Treasury amounting to £76,000 and upwards, 
part of their voluntary contributions for carrying on the War, 
and requested I would afford a Convoy to the lndiamen bound 
to Europe. I have, conceiving it will be highly gratifying to 
His Maje;;ty to receive the address as speedily as possible and 
of importance to forward so large a sum of money to England, 
directed Lord Augustus Fitzroy, Captain of His :Majesty's Ship 
Sphyn:r, to repair to St. Helena and there consult with Governor 
Brooke as to the sufficiency of the force of that Ship to convoy 
the Indiamen and Trade that may be there to Europe, and in case 
he should think her adequate to the service to take them under 
his convoy and protection and proceed with them to the Downs 
with all possible despatch, but should he not think her a sufficient 
protection, to receive on board His Majesty's Ship under his 
Command Major General Nixon and proceed to Spithead without 
a moment's loss of time .... I have &c. 

(Signed) G. LOSACK, 

[Original.] 

LcttC1' from Mn. J OIIN HOLLAND to the Rrmrr HONOURABLE 
HENRY DUNDAS. 

CAPE TowN, January 23rd 1799. 

Srn,-I take tho liberty of submitting to your consideration a 
few remarks on the Injury the Trade of the Hon'ble East India 
Company appears to me to be suffering at the present period. 
Should they prove in the least degree useful and meet with your 
approbation I shall consider myself fortunate in having given the 
subject a serious consideration. 

Sinco my residence in this Colony, and in the discharge of my 
public duty, I have had frequent opportunities of observing that a 
very considerable, if not the greatest part, of the Neutral Ships 
bound to or from the East Indies, and which have touched at or 
been captured and brought into this Settlement (and more par­
ticularly the Danish ships) have been commanded by Englishmen 
or Irishmen, most of whom have been naturalized in Denmark &c., 
some so late as ,vithin the last l,wo or three years, others for 7, 10, 
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or 15 years past, and who under the description of Neutral 
8ubjects visit and trade to and from the different , 'ettlements, as 
well those belonging to Nations in amity with His Majesty as 
those belonging to the Crown of Great Britain, although it is a 
notorious fact that the greatest part of such Ships and Cargoes are 
in reality the property of His Majesty's subjects residing either in 
Great Britain or in India, and are merely coloured hy Neutral 
Papers. By this fraudulent traffic the Trade and co11se<p1ently 
the Revenue of the East India Company must annually be 
injured to an immense amount. 

As the Law stands at present (unless some Act or Hegulatiou 
has taken place since I left England) I humbly submit to you, 
Sir, that a ship coloured as neutral captured and brought into this 
Settlement (during the War) on suspicion of having Enemy's 
property, but appearing upon investigation to be the property of 
persons residing in England or British India, and although perhaps 
commanded by an English subject and actually proved to he 
trading either to or from India in direct and open violation of the 
33rd George 3rd, C. 52, S. 129, yet the Vice Admiralty Court here 
would be bound to release such ship and cargo, having no power 
under the above Act to confiscate any property or to take any 
cognizance whatever of offences committed against it. 

The Masters of these (;oloured , hips, by taking care not to 
touch at any of the British Settlements in India, and by returning 
from neutral or hostile Ports in India direct to Denmark &c., 
avoid every opportunity of subjecting themselves to be proceeded 
anainst in any of the Courts mentioned in the 140th Section of 
the Act for any of the Penalties therein mentioned ..... (Re­
commendations concerning the alteration of the Laws.) I have &c. 

(Signed) JOUN JIOLL,\ND. 

[Copy.l 

2.'roops c,nbarl.:cd for Indil(. 

28th Light Dragoons: 3 Lieutenants, l Ensign, 1 Quarter­
master, 1 Assistant Smgeon, 8 Sergeants, :21:.l Hank arnl Fik 

84th Foot: 1 Lienlenaut ( 'olonel, :2 1\la,iors, 8 'aplai11~, 
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21 Lieutenants, 1 Ensign, 1 Adjutant, 1 Paymaster, 1 Surgeon, 
2 Assistant Surgeons, 52 Sergeants, 22 Drummers, 1,007 Rank 
and :File. 

84th Recruits : 1 Lieutenant Colonel, 2 Ensigns, 1 Quarter­
master, 4 Sergeants, 2 Drummers, 96 Rank and File. 

Scotch Brigade: 1 Lieutenant Colonel, 2 Majors, 6 Captains, 
19 Lieutenants, 5 Ensigns, 1 Quartermaster, 1 Surgeon, 1 Assistant 
Surgeon, 4\J Sergeants, 21 Drummers, 872 Rank and File. 

Scotch Brigade Recruits : 1 Sergeant, 87 Rank and File. 
86th Foot: 1 Lieutenant Colonel, 2 Majors, 9 Captains, 

29 Lieutenants, 1 Adjutant, 1 Surgeon, 2 Assistant Surgeons, 
52 Sergeants, 25 Drummers, 902 Rank and File. 

Total: 4 Lieutenant Colonels, G Majors, 23 Captains, 72 Lieu­
tenants, 9 Ensigns, 15 Staff, 166 Sergeants, 70 Drummers, 3,176 
Rank and File. 

Date of Embarkation of First Detachment: 26 October, 1798. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS, Major General. 

25th January, 1799. 

[Copy of Translation.] 

Letter from the Landdrost and Hcemraden of Graaff-Reinet to 
~AJ0R GENERAL DUNDAS. 

HONOURABLE Srn,-A decree of prise de corps bearing date 
29th November last having been granted by the Court of Justice 
to the Deputy :Fiscal Diemel on the Old Heemraad Mr. Adriaan 
van J aarsveld, the same in dutiful compliance with the said 
decree has been apprehended by the Landdrost; but as the said 
Van ,Taarn\'eld has hcen rescued, some Burghers have aPsembled 
and proposed to this Board respectfully to entreat His Excellency 
if posRible to release the said Van J aarsveld from that decree, 
Mesf'rs. .Andries Petrus Burger, Martinus Prinsloo, ,Johannes 
Petrus van der \Vald, and I3arend Jacolms Bester offering 
themselves in the name of the assembled Burghers to become 
llomlsmcn for the sum which the said Van Jaarsveld is owing to 
the < )rphan Chamber. 

Further the -,aid pernouR, in the name of the lnhahitantR 
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residing on the banks of the Great Fish River, request to bo 
allowed to send their cattle in the morning to graze on the other 
side of the said river, they promising to return the same to this 
side every morning as they reside next to that river. vVe 
have &c. 

(Signed) 

GnAAFF REINET, January 25th 1790. 

[Copy.] 

F. R BRESLER, 
C. H. OLIVIER, 
P. KRUGER, 
C. J. LIEBEXBERG, 
H. A. SmT, senior, 
S. J. BURGER, 
J. JACOBS, 
R. J. BURGER, 
C. D. GEROTZ. 

Letter from MAJOR GEXERAL DUNDAS to the Consistory of tlw 
Dutch Reformed Church. 

CASTLE OF Goon IIoPE, January 28/k 1799. 

GENTLEMEN,-! have received your letter of the 7th instant, and 
have already represented to His Majesty's Minister the vacancy 
occasioned by the death of Mr. Kuys in the usual number of the 
Clergy of the Reformed Church. I doubt not that immediate 
measures will be adopted for appointing a proper successor, but 
I should hope that the duty will in the mean while not he 
considered as very severe for the two remaining Ministers. 

The present unfortunate and generally distressed situation of 
Holland, under the severe yoke of unrestrained licentiousness, 
having obliged all men of property or character, who hail it 
in their power to do so, to fly for refuge to countries where 
liberty is under the restraint of salutary laws for the general 
safety of the person and property of every individual, it appear::; 
to me very probable that a Dutch Reformed minister may h 
found in London as a proper successor to Mr. Kuys, and I am 
therefore to desire that you will lay hefore me a clear state of the 

I 

I 

! 

I 

I 
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salary and emoluments enjoyed by the late Mr. Kuys, for the 
information of Mr. Dundas. 

With regard. to your application on behalf of the appropriation 
of the salary of Mr. Kuys to the acting ministers as a compensa­
tion for their increase of uuty, I can see no objection to the giving 
of the vacant salary free of emoluments to the Church during 
the period of the continuance of the present vacancy. I am &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

[Copy.] 

Embarkation Return of two Companies of the 84th Regiment, 
one Compa,iy of the Scotch Brigade, and Rccrnits enibarked 
on board the Thames East Indianian and Imperieuse Fl"igate 
on 2\Jth January 1799. 

84th Regiment: 1 Colonel, 1 Captain, 5 Lieutenants, 2 Ensigns, 
1 Surgeon, 10 Sergeants, 3 Drummers, 185 Rank and File, 17 
Women, 17 Children. 

84th Recruits: 2 Sergeants, 2 Drummers, 86 Rank &.nd File. 
Scotch Brigade : 1 Lieutenant, 1 Ensign, 4 Sergeants, 1 Drummer, 

79 Rank and File, 29 Women, 29 Children. 
Scotch Brigade Recruits : 1 Sergeant, 82 Rank anu File. 

(Signed) HENRY ERSKINE, Adjutant. 

[Copy.] 

Lrttcrfrom LANDDROST BRESLER to MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS. 

GRAA!'F-REINET, le 24 Jan. 1799. 

MON G.ENERAL,-Eu envoyant certain Van Jaarsveld comme 
arrest.mt au Cap, en execution d'un decret de la Justice date le 
~0 ov. un complot de Bruinshoogte &c. deux: jours apres son 
deparL l'a suivi & l'armehai du Dragons; en suite ils ont occasionno 
un trouble par toute la Colonie, d'uue maniere que je me trouver 
en<langer en Caf; <1u'il n'arrivoit pas <!'assistance pour proteger le 
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Tenit6ir & le Pavillon de sa Majestc ; au moins faut il cent 
Hommes de Cavallerie, d'artillerie et quelque pieces do Canon; 
ces troupes pem·ent prendre la route par lloo<lezand ct en suite par 
le Cogman's Kloof comme le plus convenable a leur marche, sans 
cela je suis ici abandonne et comme une machiene immobile, sans 
pouvoir a executer les ordres de mes Superieurs, en assurant votre 
Excellence de ma fidelite a mon Roi & Maitre je suis &c. 

(Signe) :F. R. BRESLER. 

Par fermete & hardiesse les troubles sont un peu disRiper, mais 
pas tout a fait, on form des complots a Bruinshoogte ou Van 
J aarsveld va se retirer. L'affaire est d'un grand consequence pour 
la Tranquilite publicq. 

(Higne) F. R BRESLER. 
30 Jan. 1799. 

[Copy.] 

Letter from, MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAH to the .llIGIIT IfoxouRAllLE 

LORD CLIVE and Coit ,icil, Fort St. George. 

CASTLE OF Goon HOPE, 3ht January 1700. 

MY LORD AND GENTLEMEN,-In my Letter of the 18th Instant, 
which you will receive by the present conveyance, I had deter­
mined to detain the 51st Regiment here until a part of the very 
considerable reinforcement of Troops sent from here shoultl be 
replaced from Europe, but having 1dnce the date of that Letter 
receiYe<l a Dispatch from the <lovernor General urging me to 
augment the army of India, I have not hef;itated to set asi<le my 
own wishes upon the occasion, although the important point 
gained over the French party in the Carnatic, of which we have 
since heard, must have very considerably changed tho aspect of 
public affairs in your quarter of the globe. 

Tho delays and difficulties in preparing tho Ships aml Stor s for 
the embarkation of the 8Hth ltegiment have irnluced me to send 
off as a first division the Royol Charin/tr, the C11ifnrl/s, the ThamcH, 
the l'or,wallis, the A lli,q11/or, arnl the ]'ha ni.,· with the 10th and 
!ilst Hc~imcnts together with two ('ompanics of thC' 84th Hcgi-
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ment, one of the Scotch Brigade, and a number of recruits, of 
whom you will receive the regular returns from the Military 
Department. I have &c. 

(Signed) F. DUNDAS. 

[Original.] 

Letter jroni the EAUL OF MACARTNEY to the RIGHT IfoNOUHABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

DEAL, Februar'lj 3, 1799. 

DEAR Rm,-I seize the earliest opportunity of informing you 
that I am just arrived here from the Cape of Good Hope, where I 
embarked on board the Statdy Man of War of 64 Guns, com­
manded by Captain John Clarke Searle, on the 20th of November 
last. vVe called at St. Helena, from whence we sailed on the 
6th of December with the homeward bound fleet under our 
convoy, the safe arrival of which here is chiefly owing to the 
uncommon vigilance and indefatigable exertions of Captain Searle, 
whose zeal for the service and strict attention to his duty, of 
which I was a constant witness during the passage, merit the 
highest praise. 

I am concerned to acquaint you of the indisposition of Sir Hugh 
Christian, who had been for some time in a precarious state of 
health, and was by no.. means fully recovered when I came away. 
His physician however assured me that he did not apprehend him 
to be in danger, but hoped that a little repose and relaxation from 
business would soon restore him. 

I can with great pleasure inform you that I left Major General 
Dundas in perfect health, and that every thing continued at the 
Cape in entire tranquillity and good order at the time of my 
departure. 

I flatter myself with hopes of being able to wait upon you in a 
very few <lays, and of assuring you in person of those sentiments 
of rc11pect, esteem, and regard with which I have &c. 

(Signed) MACARTNEY. 

IL 2 .\. 
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[Copy.] 

Deposition of the Wrnow PUTTER concerning the rescue of 
ADRIAAN VAN J AARSVELD. 

On the 14th February 1799 Catherina Elizabeth van Wyk, 
widow of Johannes Diederik Putter, is examined by the Fiscal, 
who rode from her farm (situated four hours from Graaff-Reinet) 
to the Cape on the 19th ultimo,-declares to have met on her way 
the Secretary of Graaff-Reinet Oertel, who informed her that he 
had left Graaff-Reinet in company with another waggon in which 
was in arrest Adriaan van J aarsveld who was sent under arrest 
from Graaff-Reinet, escorted by a Sergeant and eight Dragoons, 
that two days after their departure from Graaff-Reinet six of the 
Dragoons had returned and two with the Sergeant remained by 
the waggon of the arrested. That the following day Forty 
:Farmers appeared by the Waggon, who placed ten of their 
number before the waggon to demand Van J aarsveld to be sur­
rendered up, the rest of this company keeping at a certain distance 
from the waggon ; that the aforesaid ten men threatened that if 
Van Jaarsveld was not given up they would set him at liberty by 
force, and that thereupon Van J aarsveld was delivered to them, 
whom they took away with them ; that they nevertheless left the 
letters with the Secretary Oertel, and that the Sergeant with the 
two Dragoons returned to Graaff-Reinet. This being the account 
that the Secretary Oertel gave to the Deponent relating to this 
circumstance. She declares further that the said Oertel continued 
his journey to the Cape, but that his waggon had broken on the 
way, which has delayed his journey, but she believes that Oertel 
may be expected every day at the Cape should the accident 
happened to his waggon have been speedily repaired. She 
recollects also to have heard from Oertel that two persons or 
farmers named Prinsen and Bester were of the plot and munber 
of the ten men. 
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[Copy.] 

Dcpo.~ition of HENDRIK OERTEL concerning the rcsrue of 
ADRIAAN VAN JAARSVELD. 

On this lGth February 1799 Mr. H. Oertel, Secretary io the 
Colony of Graa.ff-Reinet, is examined by the Fiscal, who declares 
as follows: 

That on the 18th January last he left Graaff-Reinet with 
Dispatches for the Hon'ble the Lieutenant Governor and the 
:Fiscal in company with another waggon wherein was Adriaan 
van Jaars,·eld under arrest,' escorted by a Sergeant and two 
Dragoons, but in consequence of a report (the tenor of which 
said Oertel is ignorant of) the Landdrost of Graaff-Heinet im­
mediately after dispatched six more Dragoons with the Deputy 
Landdrost ; soon after (the third day) having heard that nothing 
was to be apprehended, he returned to Graaff-Reinet taking with 
him the said six Dragoons. That on the fourth day's journey two 
men named P. Erasmus and Wm. de Clerk came up to him and 
demanded him to deliver up Van Jaarsveld willingly, if he would 
not blood should lie shed. Oertel replied he has nothing to do 
with Van J aarsveld, Lut that they must apply to the Sergeant 
commanding the Dragoons ; mean time about 30 or 40 men of their 
plot stood a little distance from the waggon ; they then addressed 
themselves to the said Sergeant and demanded Van J aarsveld, 
the Sergeant told them he would not delirnr him up and that 
his orders were rather to shoot him on the spot ; they thereupon 
returned to their companions, and returned immediately with ten 
men named M. Prinsloo, P. Erasmus, Wm. de Clerk, J. D. Bothma, 
P. W. Prinsloo, Prinsloo, IUopper, Esterhuyzen, \Vesthuyzen, the 
tenth unknown hy name, commanded by M. Prinsloo, whq again 
demanded Van Jaarsveld, with the threat llefure mentioned. Sai1l 
Oertel then represented to them that they were acting a very llad 
pa.rt, that Van J aarsveld ought of himself to go to the Cape to 
cle:u· himself from the charge of a Forgery, for whieh he was now 
summoned before the Court of Justice, and that this affair was 
unconnected with GoYernment, to which said M. Prinsloo answered 
that he was or1lered lly 130 men to llring llack Van J aarsveld in 
safety urnler the penalty of his own head, atlding that this was 
not the ouly :dfair, hut that there was another w!Jieh was spreading 

~ A :_: 
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all over to Swellendam, therefore he must have Van .T aarsvel<l. 
That the said Oertel then represented to the Sergeant that himself 
and his two men could do nothing against so many people, and 
that it would be better to take hack Van Jaarsveld to the 
Landdrost, accompanied by these men, which he consented to, 
in consideration of a letter from said Oertel to the Landdrost. 
All then took the road to Graaff-Ileinet, and said Oertel pursued 
his journey to the Cape. 

That on his way said Oertel met a Hottentot, who informed 
him that the accomplices of the before mentioned Prinsloo, 
&c., &c., living at Bruintjes IIoogte, Zuurveld, and thereabouts 
intended to surround Graaff-Reinet, but that the Inhabitants of 
Sneeuwberg were ready to assist the Landdrost against those 
people. Said Oertel knows not whether this report be true 
or not. 

[Copy.] 

Letter from the LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR to A. A. FAURE, ESQHE., 

Landdrost of Swcllcndam. 

CASTLE OF GOOD HOPE, 16th February 1799. 

Sm,-I am this moment informed that a daring and violent 
rescue has been made of Adriaan van Jaarsveld, who as Civil 
I>risoner was arrested by the Landdrost of Graaff-Reinet and sent 
under charge of the Secretary of Graaff-Rein et, accompanied ·with 
Dragoons, to be delivered here to the Court of Justice. I shall 
refrain from any comment upon this subject at present, any 
further than to say that I consider this violation as an overt act 
of Rebellion, and shall proceed to punish it as such. In the 
mean while I send to you the present letter express by the hands 
of Mr. Scholtz, to inform you that he will be immediately followed 
by a Military l!'orce, about Two Hundred Men and Horses, for 
whom you will make all necessary preparations of Forage and 
I>rovisions with all possible expedition, and at the same time with 
such circumspection and secrecy that the motive may be as little 
known as possible. Above all, and the principal object of this 
express, is to desire that you will adopt immediate measures to 
slop all communication with Graaff Heinet, and you are in con-
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sequence authorized and directed to stop all waggons, horses, and 
foot passengers from proceeding on their journey to that place, 
or from setting out from your District to Graaff-Reinet, but are 
at the same time to let free communication exist downwards 
towards the Cape. If you have any confidential person in whose 
prudence and activity you can place reliance, I request of you 
immediately to send him to Mr. Bresler with verbal assurances 
from me that he shall have immediate support; you may inform 
him that I sent a body of Cavalry by land, and that two Sloops 
of War will immediately be sent to Zwartkops River with a 
Detachment of light Infantry, who will be directed to make their 
way to wherever Mr. Bresler may be, and who are to follow his 
instructions relative to the proper steps to be adopted!,; and that 
it will therefore be essential to send a proper person to meet the 
Troops at Zwartkops River with such directions as Mr. Bresler 
may judge immediately necessary. 

All proper expenses incurred upon this occasion will be defrayed 
by Government, of which you will give notice to all such as it 
shall concern. I am &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DmrnAs. 

[Copy.l 

Letti r from the LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR to 
:MR. C. ADRIAN::iEN, JUNIOR. 

CASTLE OF GOOD HOPE, lGth February 1799. 

Srn,-You arc hereby required immediately to proceed to the 
pass of Hex Hiver along wilh a Sergeant and four Dragoons, at 
which place you are along with this party to take station until 
further orders, aml are hereby authorized to stop all cominunica­
tion towards the interior of the country : that is to say you are to 
stop all waggons or passengers on horseback and foot proceeding 
towar<ls Swellemlam or Graaff-Heinet; but are at the same time 
to allow all waggous or other commmt:ications to this place; you 
are likewise to demand all letters from or to the Cape, which I 
hereby authorize you to peruse, and to return to the bearers 
thereof if not containing any improper ohscrvations; and when 
in the course of this duty you find any communication to or from 
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GraaIT-Reinet crirninating the writers, you will immediately send 
me such letters. 

The Commissary General will furnish you with Money to 
defray the necessary expences, and strict orders are given to 
the Sergeant of Drngoons not to give any cause of complaint at 
any of the houses where you may require to halt. I am &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

[Copy.j 

PROCLAMATION 

By MAJOR GENERAL FRANCIS DUNDAS &c., &c. 

Whereas it has been reported to me that a daring and seditious 
attempt has been made at Graaff-Reinet to rescue Adriaan van 
Jaarsveld from the Officers of Civil Justice, who by a regular 
decree of the Court had arrested him and were conducting him 
under an escort of three Dragoons towards this place, and as it is 
impossible in any Country where Government and laws are 
maintained and exerted to promote the prosperity, tranquillity, 
and safety of the whole Society, to suffer such acts of Rebellion 
and outrage : I have considered it an act of necessary Justice to 
the people in general to make a severe example of all the persons 
concerned in this reiterated act of open and daring Rebellion; 
and have therefore sent a considerable force by sea and land, who 
under the command of Brigadier General Vandeleur are im­
mediately to take measures in concert with the Landdrost to 
free the unfortunate District of Graaff-Heinet of the ill disposed 
Instigators of these frequent disturbances; and as I place a 
great reliance in the good disposition of the greater 1mrt of the 
Inhabitants of Uraaff-Reinet, and am convince1l that they will 
readily concur in the reestablishing of good order and subordination, 
I have in the first instance directed this military force to all8tain 
from every act of hostility or violence, to conduct themselves 
with the strictest order and discipline, and to pay for whatever 
provisions, forage, or other necessaries they may rec1uire. At the 
same time as public Justice requires that these outrageous 
disturbers of the peace should be apprehended, I shall expect. 
that all the persons who committed this overt ad of open rebellion 
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ho immediat3ly delivered up to Brigadier General Vandoleur, 
who has been furnished with a list of their names, and I do hereby 
positiYely warn all and every one of the Inhabitants that if they 
do not use their utmost endeavours to secure or discover the 
retreat of_ these Rebels, that they will be considered as aiding 
and abettmg such conduct, and that they will after this warning 
bo looked upon and treated as criminal accomplices. Above all 
it is my positive command that should there be an unfortunate 
necessity of commencing hostilities, that all the well disposed 
Inhabitants are to keep at homo, and I hereby give warning that 
if upon any movement of the Forces any one of the Inhabitants 
shall be found from his own House, without a very clear justifica­
tion of a necessary deviation from this order, his Houses shall 
immediately be set on fire and his Cattle and other movable 
property be confiscated. 

Given under my Hand and Seal, Castle of Good Hope this 
17th February 1799. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

(Copy.] 

Letter from the LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR to F. R. BRESLER, EsQRE., 

Landdrost of Graaff-Rcinet. 

CASTLE OF Goon HOPE, 17th February 1799. 

Sm,-I have recei ed your letter of the 17th January, to which 
I shall at present give no other reply than to say that the informa­
tion that Mr. Oertel, your Secretary, gave to me of his prisoner 
having been forcibly rescued throe days after his departure from 
you ha. induced me to take immediate and vigorous measures to 
support your authority in the district, and to apprehend all the 
persons that haYe in any manner been concerned in this rescue, 
which I cannot consider in any other light than as an overt act of 
Ucbellion. It is needl •ss that I should enter into any detail of 
})articulars of the steps I have taken, they will manifest them­
selves, aml General Vandeleur, who (lelivers to you the present 
lines, will inform you of my sentiments on this occasion. It is 
with extn.irne regret that I enter into such forcible measures; but 
since there has been a neccs,iity of adopting them, my intention is 
iliaL Geucrul Vantlcleur shall coiiper,ttc with you in clearing your 
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district, not only of the persons who have in this instance actually 
assisted in the rescue, but also all such as have shewn any 
disposition to renew the too frequent disturbances that of late 
years have been instigated by some unprincipled people in your 
district. In short it is my desire that you will take this 
opportunity of preventing such troubles from ever occurring 
again. 

It is my earnest desire that every possible exertion be made to 
avoid the necessity of hostile measures ; but if they do, to act 
with vigour, in order to convince these people that I am deter­
mined in my purpose of maintaining the Laws, the Magistrates, 
and that good order in the Society, without which there can be no 
prosperity or peaceable industry. 

You will please to furnish to General V andeleur such sums of 
money or other assistance as he may stand in need of, under 
which request I also include Captain Campbell and Major 
McNab should they arrive at the drostdy before the General, 
a circumstance that is very possible, as they proceed by sea ; and 
on that account I shall furnish Major McNab with a duplicate of 
this letter. I am &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

[Copy.] 

Letter from the LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR to the Landclrost of 
Swellcnda rn. 

CASTLB OF GOOD lIOPB, 17th February J7!)(). 

Sm,-The letter which I sent to you yeslenlay by express will 
have informed you of the reason of my sencling it Detachment of 
Troops up the Country, and I doubt not you will have ma<le tho 
requisite arrangements for their provisions arnl forage; above all 
I hope you will have had it in your power to procure a con­
fidential messenger verbally Lo inform the Landdrost of Graaff­
Reinet of my intention of sending him immediate suppo1t, of 
which, from the length of time that has elapsed since the 
forcible rescue of Yau Jaarsveld, and my not having received 
any dispatch from him since that event, I apprehend he will stan<l 
in need. 
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The bearer of the present letter is Brigadier General Vandeleur, 
who will inform you of my sentiments upon this occasion, and 
should any of the perpetrators of the act of violence committed in 
Graaff-Reinet have taken refuge in your District, you will please 
to use your utmost endeavours to secure them, for which purpose 
it may become necessary to assist you with a few Dragoons ; but 
I should rather wish that this could be avoided, in order to let the 
whole detachment proceed to its destination ; however this is a 
measure I leave entirely to you and to General Vandeleur, to 
whom you will please give all possible assistance, information, 
and such guides as he may stand in need of. I am &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

[Copy.] 

Letter front MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS to MAJOR McNAB. 

CASTLE OF Goon HOPE, 17th February 1799. 

Srn,-I inclose for your information and that of Captain 
D. Campbell a duplicate of my letter to the Landdrost of Graaff­
Reiuet open for your perusal ; the Landdrost is already apprized 
of my intention of sending you with a Detachment to Zwartkops 
River, where I doubt not he will have sent proper persons to 
meet you ; if not a circumstance which may arise from my 
express not having reached him) you will readily procure guides, 
as there are many farms where you will be disembarked; and you 
will of course make the best of your way to the Drostdy or to 
wherever the Landdrost may he. 

I inclose also a Dutch and English Proclamation to be published 
by Mr. Bresler, who will send copies of it to the • different 
V cldwachtmeesters. The Beads and other trifles you will dis­
tribute to such Hottentots, free blacks, or others, as may render 
you little services for which money would be no gratification; 
but you will carefully avoid giving any encouragement to the 
desertion of Slaves from their Masters, unless hostilities shall 
actually have warranted such proceeding. I am &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 
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[Copy.] 

Letter from MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS to BRIGADIER GENERAL 
VANDELEUR. 

CASTLE OF GooD HOPE, 17th February 1799. 

Sm,-I enclose open for your perusal a letter for the Landdrost 
of Swellendam and another one for the Landdrost of Graaff­
Reinet, who have both aheady by express been apprized of your 
expedition. 

I also enclose my Proclamation to the People of Graaff-Rcinet 
along with one translation, but as the publishing thereof will 
require many copies, I shall take care by express to send a 
number after you, which will overtake you ere you reach your 
destination. If, however, you halt any time at Swellendam it 
will be well to let the Secretary of the Landdrost there and his 
assistants write as many copies as in their power. This Proclama­
tion requires no caution of secrecy, even should its contents be 
known at Graa:ff-Reinet ere your arrival, it may have a good 
tendency but cannot have any bad one. 

I shall write anything further that may occur by the Express, 
and have &c. 

(Signed) :FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

[Copy.] 

Letter froni MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS to the Governor in Council, 
Port William. 

CASTLE OF Gooo IIoPE, 18th Fdm.MlrJI 1799. 

MY LORDS AND GENTLEMEN,-! had the honor of writing to you 
on the 23rd Ultimo, since which period. we have no further 
accounts from India or from Europe, our last accounts from 
England are of the 4th of October, so that we may reasonably 
be anxious in our expectations of daily arrivals from thence. 

The princi]Jal ol.Jject of the present letter is to inform you that 
Rice, which is a necessary article of great consumption in this 
Uolony, is at present very scarce aml high in price. I am there-
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fore to request that you will have the goodness to encourage the 
importation thereof, or at least not to refuse assent to any applica­
tion for licences of that nature, if otherwise consistent with your 
own wants. 

The D03dalus Frigate arrived a few days ago with her Prize 
La Prudente, French Frigate, :fitted out from the Isle of France, 
which with other mishaps to the Enemy and the vigilance of our 
Navy will in a great measure restore security in the Indian 
Seas. . . . I have &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

[Copy.] 

Letter froni the Lancldrost nf Swellendarn to MAJOR GENERAL 

DUNDAS. 

SWELLENDAM, at night 18th February 1799. 

HoN'BLE Srn,-I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
Your Excellency's Letter of the 16th Instant, which I have 
received about one hour ago by the Express Scholtz, and to 
testify that I shall not fail to obey Your Excellency's commands 
therein contained, and as much as lies in me to accomplish 
them. I have &c. 

(Signed) 
This Dispatch w~ opened by me. 

A. A. FAURE. 

(Signed) T. P. V ANDELEUR, Brigadier General. 

W olfkraal, one step from Soetmelks Valley, 
:February 19th 1799. 

[Copy.] 

Embarkation Return of Ilis Majesty's 86th Regiment of Foot, 
coinrnandcd by Lientcnant Colonel Grcnficld. 

Ships: Dutch Tharncs, Orpheits, Sarah Christiana, Coverdale, 
Ocean, and Braavc Frigate. 1 Lieutenant Colonel, 1 :Major, 
8 Captains, HJ Lieutenants, g Ensigns, 1 Adjutant, 1 Surgeon, 

 

 



3G4 Records of the Cupe Colony. 

2 Assistant Surgeons, 53 Sergeants, 50 Corporals, 22 Drummers, 
834 Privates, 42 Women, 25 Children. Total 1068. 

Cape of Good Hope, 19th February 1799. 

(Signed) HENRY ERSKINE, Adjutant. 

fCopy.] 

Letter from MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS to the Burgher Scnall'. 

CASTLE OF Goon HOPE, February 10th 1 i09. 

GENTLEMEN,-1 have received your Letter of the 11th Instant, 
sug"esting on account of the high prices of grain in the vicinity of 
the Capital, that the Farmers dwelling near Mossel and Pletten­
berg's Bays should be encouraged to cultivate Grain, to which I 
have but to reply that I have already not only determined to 
encourage the cultivating of Grain there for the ensuing season, 
but have actually given orders immediately to purchase the. 
surplus quantity that the farmers may have it in their power to 
spare this year, which I am informed will afford a considerable 
supply both of Barley and Wheat. 

You represent that on account of the want of Slaves the Culture 
of Lands cannot increase in proportion to the consumption, to 
which you ascribe the high prices of Grain, an article of tho first 
necessity. Of this I am so perfectly persuaded that I haYe had it 
in contemplation to admit Lo an Entry a Cargo of 1\fozambi<1ue 
Slaves at present here, and re<1ucst of you to inform me if 
Mozaml>ique Slaves aw proper for this Colony, arnl if in your 
opinion an importation of .Four Hundred Slarns ought to be 
allowed. I am &e. 

(Signc<l) FR.\NCIS Du:mAs. 

rcopy.] 

L1 ttrr Jru11i the Lo 1tdd,·o.~t a ,ul Humr(l_dcn of a raoj}~R[i11ct to 
M\JOit UE:,;1m.\L DUNDAS. 

011.\AFF R:uNE'.l', 1",bruary 19th 1799. 

Hoirnui:ABLE Sm, Some aRscmlJle<l Bnrghcrn having this day 
appeared before this Villa~e have deputed Three of them Lu u , 
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which Deputation have delivered the inclosed Proposals respecting 
the Cafi'res which we herewith forward to Your Excellency with 
humble request to grant a favourable approbation on the subject. 

The Burgher Coen.raad de Buys has also appeared in the 
Village and requested that it may please Your Excellency to 
repeal the Order given by the Earl of Macartney to the Landdrost 
by an Instruction bearing date 14th February 1798, by which he 
has been declared an Outlaw, we therefore beg leave to join our 
xequest to bis that it may please Your Excellency to reinstate him 
in bis former Burgher ]freedom, he promising to conduct himself 
as becomes a good Bua.-gher and to answer this favour, and we 
being able to assure Your Excellency that the behaviour of the 
said de Buys has in every respect appeared to us to be more than 
worthy of this exoneration. 

We have also engaged once more to in treat Your Excellency 
that the old Heemraad Mr. Adriaan van J aarsveld, who was 
arrested, may be released from the prise de corps, he being 
ready at any time upon his release to justify himself in Cape 
Town respecting the complaint preferred against his person. 

And as it is but probable that Your Excellency will have been 
dissatisfied with the return of the said Van J aarsveld, and thereby 
induced to detach some Troops hither, we request that their march 
may be stopped, but in case of their advancing that then the 
strictest discipline may leave every person undisturbed in the 
possession of his property, tranquillity having now been re­
established by the exertions of some Burghers. \Ve have &c. 

(Signed) F. R. BRESLER, 

S. NAUDE, 

C. H. OLIVIER, 

J. G. TREGAlm, 

P. KRUGER, 

C. J. LIEBENBERG, 

A. A. SMIT, senior. 

Note to be proposed respecting the Caffres. Also that no 
pm~ents whatever shall be sent to the Caffres. And also any 
Caffre arriving at the Drostdy shall immediately be sent away, not 
harboured, much less con versed with. 

1 also demand that no Hottentot shall be sent to the Caffres 
with Messages, much less with any presents. 
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Any messages to the Caffres, if need be, shall there be per­
formed by a trusty Burgher with consent of his fellow Burghers. 

Any Slave or Hottentot who may have run away from his 
Master to the Caffres shall then be reclaimed by a Fieldwacht­
meester amicably without any menaces. 

We hope and wish you will not remain neglectful to accede to 
this request. 

It is also our desire that the Message which may be dispatched 
to the Caffres shall not be performed but by our :Fellow Burgher 
Coeuraa.d de Buys. 

(Signed) F. R BRESLER 

[Copy.] 

Letta froni MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS to the Landdrost of 
Graaff-Reinet. 

CASTLE OF Goon HOPE, 23rd Fearuary 1799. 

Srn,-1 have received your Letter of the 25th January, which 
appears to me to be written under evident constraint, or I should 
conceive that you would have given me a more particular detail of 
the rescue of Adriaan van J aarsveld ; however the bearer of your 
letter of the 17th January gave me a sufficient account of this 
daring act of Rebellion for me to apprehend that further steps 
might be taken by these too frequently and too easily deluded 
people ; and I consequently took immediate measures for sup­
purting your authority by send.ing a force by Sea aud Land for 
your protection, of which I have alrea<ly given you the particulars 
in my letter of the 17th Instant, of which the original will be 
delivered to you hy Brigadier General Vandeleur and the duplicate 
l>y Major McNab and Captain Campbell, who command the 
detachment of Infantry which I have sent l>y way of Swartkops 
IUver, an<l as the Star Sloop of War, in which they sailed, appears 
to have had fair winds, I expect that they will arrive at the 
Drost<ly before General Vandeleur, who has with him a T1'oop of 
Dragoons and a Company of Hottentots. 

In the letter I forwarded to yon a Proclamation addressed to the 
Inhabitants of your District, which you will cause to be im­
mediately published. Until such time as you :-;hall l,e at li herty 
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to give me your sentiments upon the present commotion, all that 
I can say would but be a repetition of what I have already 
declared ; but I must, ere I conclude, reiterate my strenuous 
desire that you will take the opportunity of clearing your District, 
not only of the perpetrators of the late act of Rebellion, but also 
0£ all those turbulent unprincipled men who have so frequently 
imposed upon the too credulous people of Graaff-Reinet. These 
have had one strong instance of the clemency and mildness of 
His Majesty's Government ; but they must now be convinced that 
when roused to security (sic) from the necessity of maintaining its 
own authority and that of its magistrates and laws, that the 
Government, which still aims but at the general welfare, pros­
perity, and tranquillity of the District, must however now insist 
that the Inhabitants thereof will assist in giving up the disturbers 
of their peaceful industry, for as these have not shewn themselves 
sensible of their former errors nor grateful for that generous 
clemency which overlooked their past transgressions, I have deter­
mined now to secure the future undisturbed happiness of the 
people at large, by removing them to those countries of anarchy 
and confusion which have been the models of their conduct and 
the desirable objects of their imitation. I shall only add that in 
addition to the force already sent I shall by the Hope Sloop of 
War send you a small reinforcement of Infantry and of Ammuni­
tion that you will prepare to be received at Swartkops River by 
proper Guides. I am &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

[Copy.] 

utter from the Landdrost of Swcllcrulmn to 
MAJOR GENERAL Du.::rnAs. 

SWELLENDAM, February 23rd 1799. 

Ho~OUR.\BLJ; ~m,-I have received by Brigadier General Van­
dcleur, who arrived yesterday with the Troops under his commarnl 
and internls to proceed on his march this day at noon, Your 
Excellency's respected letter of the 17th Instant, to which I have 
the honour to report that I have not failed immediately to dispatch 
my deputy mes~enger, in whom I pnt, Yery nrnch <·onfi<lcnce, with 
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a verbal message to the Lanculrost of Graaff-Ileinet, and which 
messenger will undoubtedly arrive there tomorrow. I shall send 
my first messenger Hendrik van As, on whose good care arnl 
prudence I can perfectly rely, along with the General, and I have 
already issued the necessary orders in this district for the speedy 
continuation of his march to Uraafl'.-Reinet, which orders I trust 
will in every respect be complied with. I have &c. 

(Signed) A. A. 1''A u mi. 

[Copy.] 

Letta ftom SERGEANT MAXWELL IRWIN to ACTIXG ADJUTANT 

DICK80N, 8th Light Dragoons. 

GnAAFF-REINE'l', 24th Februan; 1799. 

Srn,-As this is the first opportunity I haYe to write to you 
since Sergeant McGuire's departure from this quarter, I intend to 
give you a full detail of the situation of the detachment now at 
Graaff-Ueinet. The 10th January Sergeant McUuire left this 
quarter on his march to the Cape with an Inhabitant of the Colony 
as prisoner with him, who was rescued from him and two Dragoons 
by a number of }farmers amounting to 70 the 23rd of said month, 
and from that day to the 20th of February they lay encamped at 
one English mile distance from the Town, until they recruited 
their force to the amount of 180 of them as near as coul<l be 
reckoned by our spy. They were all well armed, and had with 
them a great number of Hottentots and slaves likewise armed with 
muskets and ammunition. They all came into Graaff-Rcinet with 
an intention of hanging the Landdrost and shooting every man of 
the detachment, and have nothing more to do with English Govern­
ment, and was it not that the Minister interceded ail(l spoke 
agreeable to them they would have been as good as their promise. 
And altho their number was so great the small detachment under 
my commttnd appeared ready and spirited. We formed uncler the 
English Colours and were determined every man to die before the 
rebels should pull them down, which was intended hy them to lie 
their first assault, this being the second attack they have made 
8iuce my arrival here, and are detcrminc,l the ue-.;t iim!' the· co111P 
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to complete the business. During all those troubles with our 
rebellious enemy the Landdrost behaved with the greatest steadi­
ness, and was resolved to share the same fate of us if they proceeded 
to attack. He has likewise informed me that he bas wrote to 
General Dundas for more Dragoons to come to bis assistance, as 
the country is in such a rebellious situation, and I think it necessary 
to acquaint you of the situation of the rebels on the Road, as they 
have it lined with picquets for the immediate destruction of the 
Troops that may be sent to the place. 

Sir, you will be so good as to acquaint Brigadier General 
V andeleur and Colonel Hall of the situation of this part in the 
same manner as I have to you. 

The arms of every description are in very good repair, the Horse 
appointments are all in bad repair except one kit, there has been 
no Horses bought for the Detachment as yet, as this is the season 
that Horses most commonly are unhealthy and subject to die. 
There is one horse of Colonel Cook's Troops died 12th February 
1799. 

\Ve have but two horses here now, but during the time of the 
disturbance the Land<lrost furnished us with a sufficient quantity 
of Horses to mount the Detachment. Sir, with due Respect I 
remain &c. 

(Signed) MAXWELL IRWIN, 

Sergeant 8th Light Dragoons. 

r. 8. Sir,-The fanners are at this time making alliance with 
the Uaffers, whu are remarkable strong and quite convenient, and 
pay no regard to small arms or Dragoons or anything except 
cannon or small mortars to throw shells, on which account nothing 
would be more necessary than to send some artillery here with 
such implements. 

They have likewise obliged the Landdrost to sign artic-les with 
them contrary to his iuclinatiuu, as he thinking himself tuo weak 
at this time to contiuue disturuanee with them. 

11. ·> ll 
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[Copy.J 

Letter jl'om the ltIWEHEND Mn. UALLOT to the .FrncAL VAN 

HYNEVELD. 

GRAAFF-RErnBT, Uth Fcbruary liO!l. 

DEAR Sm AND ] ◄'mEND,-If no Troops arrive most speedily then 
the disturbances here grow worse and wor.io every <lay; last week 
there were again hero One Hundred and J◄'ifty Mon from the 
Zuurvel<l and Zwartkops ltiver, having Coemaa<l Buys at their 
head (so as it was called, but it was properly the man ,1ho has to 
deal with you, namely Van .T aarsvel<l), whose true purpo ·e was 
to convey the Landdrost to the Gaffer Country, although they 
l>reten<led several other purposes, so as you may conceive from 
their demands, which the Landdrost and Ileemraden herewith 
forward to the General. His Excellency is to regar<l llie same as 
V. C.,-it is with them as with the Beggar in Gellert's Fables, who 
a'lks alms with the Sword. 

With the assistance of some well disposed of the Community I 
have succeeded (when they were still at the distance of one hour) 
t > obviate every irregularity, but how long tranquillity will 
continue I do not know. The Chief Ilogue~ will at least not fail 
of exerting their ability towards its disturbance. . . . I here only 
add my request, if there is any possibility, to grant to Buys his 
pardon. This is a man who really does not design any ill, and 
who in my opinion may still become a proper Burgher, also all 
that Landdrost and Heemraden have written of him has been done 
spontaneously, for he has conducted himself in every respect 
composedly. I beg of you to speak with the General on tho 
subject. 

I heartily wish and desire to be from here, for I am here very 
much against my will. Do you, my dear l◄'ri •rnl, your lrnst 
endeavours that I may come nearer to tho Cape, a1Hl that 1 may at 
least live <1uiotly among my friends. Bresler and his wife 
are both sick. . . . l subscribe &c. 

(Signecl) ] f. "\V. BALLOT. 
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L Original.] 

Ldtcr from the EAnL OF MACARTNEY to the IlIGHT HoNOUTIABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CunzoN STREET, Ftbruary 2,tth 1799. 

DEAR Sm,-In reply to the letter ,vith which you honor'd me 
yesterday, I beg leaye to inform you that there was a Hottentot 
Corps raised, cloathecl, armed, & disciplined at the Cape of Good 
Hope by Sir James Craig, who was of opinion they might be 
rendered of great utility. You will find in his correspondence a 
letter or paper upon the subject, in which he details, as well as I 
recollect, his ideas pretty much at large. The Corps consists at 
present of about 300 and is under the command of a Subaltern 
appointed by Sir James Craig from one of the Infantry regiments 
at the Cape, but I believe, had he continued in the Government, 
he meant to have proposed an augmentation of the number nnd to 
have recommended Colonel King for the command of the baLtalion, 
than whom certainly could not be found an officer better qualified 
in every respect. The Colonel also stands high in General 
Dundas's opinion and would therefore probably be prefened by 
him, in case it were found proper to adopt Sir James Craig's ideas 
in their foll extent. So many other objects of a pressing nature 
engaged me that I had not leisure to attend to this matter, nor did 
Colonel King mentioo it to me particularly till a few days before 
I left the Cape Indeed, taken in a military view, I could not 
pretend to be an adequate judge of it. There is, however, no doubt 
that the Hottentot is capable of a much greater degree of civiliza­
tion than is generally imagined, and perhaps the converting him 
into a soldier may lie one of the best steps towards it, for I ouserved 
that the Uniforms of the Hottentot corps were as clean and their 
arms as uright as those of the ltegularn, and in point of Souriety I 
<iuestion whether there lie any difference. I have &c. 

(Signed) MACARTNEY. 
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[Copy.] 

Letter froni the Lwuldrost of Swellrndmn lo 
:MAJOR GE.N'ER.\L DUNDAS. 

S w ELLENDill:, 25th February 1799. 

HONOURABLE Srn,-Your Excellency's much honoured letter of 
the 23rd Instant besides an address to Brigadier General Van<lelcur 
having been delivered to me by a Dragoon, I have the honour 
dutifully to inform. Your Excellency thereof, the latter having this 
moment been forwarded from hence. 

I have also the honour to inform Your Excellency that 
Brigadier General V andeleur with the Troops under his command 
departed from. hence the day before yesterday in the afternoon at 
one o'clock to Grootvadersbosch at the place of the Ileemraad 
Jacobus Steyn, and yesterday night continued his journey farther 
from thence with an intention to proceed to the place of the 
Heemraad II. Muller at Vetriver. I have &c. 

(Signed) A. A. :FAURE. 

{Copy.J 

Letter from the B11rghc,· Srnrtfc to MAJOlt OENEHAL nu~rn.\H. 

Ifo.·onABLE Sm,-By Your Excellency's very respected letter 
of the 10th Instant, with which we were honored in reply to our 
proposal made to Your Excellency by a lett(•r of the preceding 
11th respecting the improYcment of the culture of grain arnl the 
enC'ouragement of the lnhahitants of the l\Io:sel Bay a)l(l the 
l'lettenherg's lhy for that purpmw, it has plcaRe<l Yom ExcPllen<'y 
to <le,;ire of us to inform Your Ex<'ollency "if Mozarnliiqu' slaves 
are proper for !he Colony, and if in our opinion an importation of 
}<'our Hundred SlaYes ought to he allowed." 

In onler dutifully to accomplish this Your E.·cellency's desire, 
we haYe the honor to stale lhat UH we are not fortunate enough iu 
this Colony to be able to do without slaves, more ei;pecially as 
agriculture here is infinitely more <liflicult aml of conrs<' rcquin•s 
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a larger number of hands than in any other known Country, it is 
therefore indispensauly necessary (to prevent agricultme from 
going lo decay) that a sufficient number of slaves should annually 
he imported, :Mozambique slaves as well as Madagascars and 
other negroes being very proper for this Colony. 

And as the scarcity of slaves has already risen to that extremity 
of course to occasion such a high price thereof that healthy new 
slaves have lately been sold at the enormous rates of Six to Eight 
Hundred Hixdollars (whereas formerly they were sold for One 
Hundred and Fifty Uix<lollars each at most) we are obliged 
respectfully to represent to Your Excellency that should it please 
Your Excellency to determine lo rescue the Inhabitants from the 
lamentable want of sln,ves and to relieve them in their distress, it 
would then in our opinion be most necessary to open the slave 
trade to the Inhabitants of this Colony, under restrictions that at 
first no more than One Thousand slaves should annually be im­
ported, and on express condition that the so requisite precaution 
against all contagious diseases should be properly attended to, 
and which favourable determination we then request may be 
notified to the Inhabitants to enable them to regulate themselves 
accordingly. 

We have thought it proper to state a number of One Thousand, 
because should there annually be imported a larger number, slaves 
would then become too easily and at too low a price to be 
obtained, and opportunity to a wrong use thereof would thereby 
be giYen; while on "the other hand should there at first no suffi­
cient number, that is less than One Thousand, be annually im­
ported, this would give inducement that the Inhabitants, compelled 
by the general scarcity to buy slaves, would in a few years bestow, 
as if one should say, the whole of their llroperty upon the purchase 
of sl:lses, and by so doing be ruined. Whereas should there be 
imported One Thom,and slaves they would he able to oLtain that 
numl>er for the rnme price they otherwise would be obliged to 
give for a third part thereof. 

These circumstances we have already demonstrated more than 
once to Government, we have more than once and more especially 
by our letters of the 29th November 17!J7 nnd :30th January 17!J8 
represented to Bis Excellency the Earl of Macartney the necessity 
of the importation of sla,cs and mo~t urgently ~ct forth our 
solicitation on behalf of the Inhal,itauts for the pmposc, an<l we 
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shouhl not have failed to apply to Your J~xcellency also on the 
suhject, hut for Lonl Macartney having been pleased in his replies, 
hearing date 2nd November 17!17 and 10th February 17!J8, to 
reject our reiterated representations and request, in a manner 
which was so grievous not only especially for us in our relation of 
Burgher Senate, but also for the natives of this Colony at large, 
that we were deterred from ever expressly making again any 
representation or request to Government on the subject. W c 
have &c. 

(Signed) H. ,T. DE WET, 

A. FLECK, 

H. A. TRUTEH, 

A. BERHANGE, 

P. L. CLOETE, 

J. G. VAN HEENEX. 

In the Assembly of the Burgher Senate at the Cape of Good 
Hope, l◄'ehruary 23th 17!:J!J. 

ruopy.J 

Ldt,.r fro11i BRIGADIER GEN:EllAL V ANDELEUR to 
MAJOR GENERAL DU."llAS. 

IiEMEL Rov DozET (sic) 26th Pdm,ary 17!J!J. 

Srn,-1 take this opportunity hy the me sengcr who proceeds 
with the <'ll<'lose<l <1cspat,·h, which I thought it neces1-ary to open, 
to inform you that we are so far on our way towanls Swartkops 
Jtiver. vVc arrirnd here at half past four this morning, nfter a 
march of four hours alHl a half', arnl proceed ou this evening to lhti 
foot of Atiaquas Uloof to remain for the night. The whole 
J>etaclunent mounte,l and <lismounte<l nrngoons and Hottentots 
arc well, a111l the Horses considering the length of the march have 
kepi up their condition wonderfully, not a i:-incrle /lore hack or 
Jame Honie. I intemle,l going 011 without :t I1alt until we pai,s 
the .\tta•p1:ts ('loof, \\hel'e ,re shall ani,·e about <layligl1t on 
Thur,;d.i\ 111orning, a rnnrclt of !i8 I lut<'li lt01m; 011 ltor ·elmck or 
:l18 EngliQh milt•,; in 1:2 cl.1)s. I h:i,e only to add that it is \\ith 
lllillh plea~un• I a,;H11·1• Jou ,r<' 11:1\i> lH•1·11 pl1•11tifo!ly supplie,l all 
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along the road, and that there has not been the smallest complaint 
of any kind made by the Inhabitants against any Individual of 
the detachment. As the Horses are getting rather weary, I intend 
halting one day in the long Cloof, but not without I find it 
absolutely necessary. I have &c. 

(Signed) T. P. V A:NDELEUU. 

[Copy.] 

PROCLAMATION 

JJy J:t'RANCIS DmmAs, EsQHE., l,fajor General &c. 

Whereas it appears probable to me that the distance and 
difficulty of communication from the districts of Graaft~Heinet and 
Zwelleudam to this Garri~on may ha, e irevrntcd some Desute1s 
from availing themrnlves of His Majesty's Pardon, or that they 
may l1ave remained ignorant thereof, I do hereby take upon 
myself to renew that act of Mtrcy, and declare that any Deserter 
who ~ball smrender himself to lhigadier Grneral Vandeleur, 01· to 
any other Military or Ci,il Officer in the Dist1icts of Graaff-H<:inct 
or Z" ellendam l1eiue the 31st of the rnsuing month of J\1nn·b, 
shall obtain J:t'ree and J:t'ull I>a1don, and shall be received again in 
His Majesty's service in such Hegiment as I shall judge pro1er. 

At the same timQ.l do hereuy give Warning that all dese1tus 
who i-ball not surrender themselves, and who shall be taken Ly 
the Military J:t'orce under command of Brigadier General Vandeh,ur, 
or who shall be found concealed, will forfeit all claim to this 
proffered pardon, as ,rell as all such as shall desert after the date 
of these preSL'nts. 

Ci,cn under my Hand an<l Seal at the Castle of Goo<l Hope tl1is 
2lith tlay of .Fel.irnary 17!.l!). 

(Signeu) FRANCIS Dl'l\DAS. 
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[ Copy.J 

Letter frorn BHIGADIER GENERAL VANDELEUR to MAJOR GENERAL 

DUXDAS. 

JACOBt;S l\fEYER'R. l'OOT OF ATTAQUAS CLOOt', 

February 27th 1700. 

Sm,-On my arrival here last night to my great surprize I 
found that the messenger sent on to Tobias :Faries bad been 
stopped at Mrs. Delports, wife to a man lately sent out of the 
Colony, and the Letter detained. This added to the expressions 
said to have been made use of at Attequas Land (in Mr. Callander's 
Letter to you) has so strong an appearance of dissatisfaction in the 
Inhabitants of this part of the district of Zwellendam that I have 
thought it but prudent to issue the following order :-

No person at present on this side of Attaquas Cloof to pass over 
for fourteen days, under pain of being fired at by the Troops, 
without a pass from the Governor or Landdrost of Zwellendam. 

This measure, although strong, I trust, Sir, you will think 
necessary when you are informed that since our arrival at this 
place I have met Frederik Botha, brother to Captain Botha who 
was the ringleader of a former disturbance, and Hautenbach, son 
to a man mentioned in the Fiscal's list as one of the worst of the 
present insurgents. These people as well as two Families of the 
Delports live in this neighbourhood. The Landdrost has been 
written to, informing him of the steps I have taken, that be may 
grant passes to such people as be thinks he can trust. 

We are now just setting out, the men all well, no accident 
having hap]Jened unlil last night, when a Horse slipped his 
shoulder coming down a steep hill. He must be left behind, but 
I have ordered the Dragoon to walk with the baggage until such 
time as a Horse can be got upon moderate terms. 1 shall wait 
with anxiety your answer to this Letter, that I may know whether 
you approve of the steps taken by me on th.is occasion. I 
have &c. 

(Rigned) T. P. VA'.\l>ELEl'H. 
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L Copy.] 

Ll'tlcr fro11i l\L\.JOR GmrnRAL DUNDAS to MEssns. 
HOGAN & TENNA...""T. 

CASTLE OF GOOD IIoPE, 2nd March 1799. 

GENTLE,rnN,-In consideration of representations from the 
Hurgher Senate of the urgent want of Slaves in this Colony, and 
yuu having failecl in your endeavours to import those you had 
undertaken to bring from the '\Vest Coast of Africa, I have deter­
mined to allow you to import and sell the Slaves of the Ship 
Joaquiin at present at Robben Island, as soon as she shall have 
finishc<l her quarantine. I must however at the same time annul 
the Licence which was granted to you for the exclusive right of 
importing four hundred slaves from the '\Vest Coast of Africa, as 
I shall not allow any more slaves to be imported from any 
quarter till I have the opinion of His Majesty's Ministers upon 
a subject of such national importance. You will of course be 
aware that in landing these Slaves they are subject to a Duty 
of ten IUxdollars each. I am &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DmrnAS. 

[Copy.] 

Letter from MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS to the Burgher Senate. 

CASTLE OF GOOD HOPE, 4th JJfarch 1799. 

GENTLE,rnN,-1 have received your Letter of the 25th Ultimo 
in reply to mine of the 11th, in which I applied for your opinion 
rclatirn t() the propriety and necessity of permitting the importa­
tion and sale of :Four Hundred Slaves from Mozambique. Your 
opinion upon this subject is so decided and so strongly confirms 
the many urgent applications that have been made to me upon 
this Subject, that I shall admit a Cargo of Slaves at present here 
to an entry and sale ; hut I cannot allow any further importations 
of Slaves from l\fozamlJique until I shall luwe obtained the opinion 
of Hi,; l\lajesty':-; Ministers upon a point of such national conse­
quence. l am &c. 

(~igned) 
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[Original.] 

Letter froni MERHRS. HOGAN A...-..D TEXNANT to 

MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS. 

CAPE ToWN, the 5th of March 1799. 

Sm,-We have the honor to acknowledge Your Excellency's 
letter of the 2nd Instant, and beg leave to express our Gratitude 
for having permitted us to purchase and import the Cargo of 
Mozambique Slaves at present here, in consideration of their 
urgent want in the Colony and of our failing 1.n our endeavours 
to procure them from the ,vest Coast. 

We observe that Your Excellency has determined not to allow 
any more Slaves to be imported from any Quarter until His 
Majesty's Ministers shall have decided upon a Subject of such 
national Importance, and that we are therefore not to take any 
further Steps to import the Slaves we had engaged to endeavour 
to bring from the West Coast of Africa. 

In reply to this injunction we beg leave to observe that doubting 
much of the possibility of carrying such a hazardous project into 
execution during such critical times either from London or from 
this place, we still gave orders to our Correspondents in London 
to engage a Vessel if she could be possibly fitted out at such a 
rate as to leave a probability of bringing a Cargo of Slaves to this 
l'lace without Loss, Lut the present very high Insurance, l<'reight, 
Seamen's ,vages, and Outfit of such a Vessel has rendered it 
impracticable. 

However as Lord Macartney was extremely desirous that a 
Trial shoul<l lJe made to import Slaves from the West Coast, 
Mr. Hogan has fitted out a 8mall 8chooner from this place with 
a few Articles the Produce of this Colony, which proceeded for 
that Coast in N ovem lier for a few ~-Ha vcs. Should the said V cs el 
return safe, her utmost nurnlicr wilJ not exccc1l Forty, and in 
con ·ideration of these circnmstanees he hopes Your Excellency 
will not ol>ject to a1lmit them to an entry; in all other 1cspects 
we shall consider our Hpceial Licence as annullP<l l,y the Per­
mission we have obtaine1I to Rell the Cargo of the Joachim. 

"\Ve ol,serYc that thc~e ~laves arc to 1•ay 'l'l'n Hix<lollan; each 
lJuty on larnliug, and we l,l'g of Yunr Exeellcncy lo favour us 
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wiLh a line to the Collector of the Customs to furnish us with a 
Permit for :Four Hundred and Twenty-two Slaves on the 10th 
Instant, when the Ship Joachim will have rode the longest 
QL1arantine on Uecord. We have &c. 

(Signed) 

[Uopy.J 

MICHAEL HOGAN, 
ALEXANDER TENXANT. 

Lcttu fro11i the Landdrost of Swcllcndani to 
l\L\.JOR GENERAL DUNDAS. 

SwELLENDAM, 5th March 1799. 

IloNOUHABLE Sm,-I have the honour by this Express dutifully 
to inform Your Excellency that my Deputy Messenger Hendrik 
van As, whom I sent on the 20th of February last with the verbal 
message from Your Excellency to the Landdrost of Graaff-Reinet, 
Mr. Brnsler, in order to announce to him the march of His 
Majesty's Troops, arrived there safe in the evening of the 
25th February, delivered his message well, and returned here at 
the Drostdy this morning. 

Mr. Bresler very rejoiced at the agreeable tidings of the approach 
of His Majesty's Troops, whic.:h your Excellency is pleased to send 
to his assistance, is ·ghly obliged to your Excellency for it, and 
shall await the same with the utmost anxiety. He at the same 
time sends to your Excellency the following verbal message : that 
the 1\lutiuous People have stationed Two Ileemraaden at the 
J)rostdy, who are relieved every eight clays, ancl who are to watch 
him that he do not remove from thence, nor transact anything 
without their knowledge, more especially write, whereby it has 
been reu<krcd impossible for him not only to send a Letter to 
your Excellency hy my messenger, hut also to send an Express 
to the ~wartkops 1irnr; still he shall take every trouble to obtain 
the latter purpo~e in the 11igltt time or otherwise. 

That he Juts been coml'elle(l on the 17th of .February last lJy a 
m1m!Jer of ,\rme(l :\fou to write to your E.·cellency a Letter, whieh 
has hl'ell <lc:sp,tlche(l 011 the 2 Hh Lo your Excellency with Kruger. 
That he rc<111esL. your Excellcucy not to take au.\' notic.:e uf the 
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contents of that letter, he having been compelled to writo the 
samo in order to save his life. 

That the said Men afterwards and after having pr forr d against 
him some false accusations, have at length offered to transport 
him into the Caffer country, which he has refused, replying that 
he would not leave the J )rostdy unless they should ta.kc him 
thence in pieces; whereupon some Inhabitants of the Rneeuwherg, 
who being there also present and witnessing the violence which 
the said Inhabitants of Bruinshoogte and Zuuneld intendecl lo 
commit on the Landdrost, had opposed a0 ainst il, which has 
occasioned a great dispute near to fighting among them, so that 
seeing no probability to obtain any assistance from those of 
Sneeuwherg, they have desisted from their design, allll left the 
Drostdy without offering that day lo the Landdrost any further 
mol •station. 

That the Burgher Gerrit Rautenbach, who has put himself at 
the head of a party of Armed Men, has proceeded to the Swartkops 
river in order to hinder the Troops from landing ; and that there 
is also a party stationed at the Beere Valley in order to oppose 
the Troops on the land side, which , has been the reason that my 
Messenger, for fear of beinrr stopped by them, has returned hither 
by the Sundays river downwards, and again up towards the 
Oliphants river. I have &c. 

(Signed) A. A. :FAUllE. 

[Copy.] 

Letter / runi l\Luou (h::1m.\L DuN11.u; tu 
BHW.\DIE!t C:1>. · i;nAL VA.'DELEUH. 

CA6TLE OP GOOD HOPE, 7th .lfori·h 17!J!J. 

Srn,-I refer you for Military Rul,jects to my i1iclose<l L •tter, 
to which I have only to a<l<l that the coniirmation of the revolt 
ancl rebellious conduct of the Inhabitants of Zuurvel<l and Hrnirni­
hoogte will rencler it absolutely neeessary lo :ulopt cin.' urnsped 
and severe measures; the future welfare ancl lhe trarnp1illity of 
tlw~e l >i-,trit:ts as well a · that ol' the whole Colony depcll(l upon 
the remornl of thm,e turbulent 1\Ii ·leaden; of the l'e11plc. I hope 
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that the general conduct of the Inhabitants of Graaff-Reinet will 
not render it necessary to adopt hostile measures ; I rely upon 
their delivering up their leaders and such persons as shall be 
demanded from them ; but if, on the contrary, they should 
assemble or attempt to oppose the measures of Government, you 
will without hesitation exercise the force under your command. 
By all accounts the people of Sneeuwberg have in the present 
instance not only behaved with becoming propriety, but with 
singular and meritorious spirit, which I shall not pass unnoticed 
nor unrewarded. 

I refer you for all the information I have obtained to the 
inclose<l translations of letters from the Landdrosts of Swellendam 
and of Graaff-Reinet, also a letter from the Rev. Mr. Ballot there 
to the Fiscal, which last two are written under evident constraint, 
and particularly that from the Landdrost and Heemraden, who 
having written to save their lives, will now I hope be enabled to 
give evidence against the daring dictators of that insolent letter. 

I am &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

[Copy.] 

llfcmorandmn for JonN BARROW, EsQRE. 

CASTLE OF Goon HOPE, the 8th March 1799. 

It having been represented to me that in Outeniqualand and 
about 1\10,;sel Bay several seditious turbulent farmers require to 
be hel<l under a watchful eye, perhaps that it may even be 
necessary to arrest some of them, I have ordered a Sergeant and 
twelve Dragoons to accompany you on your journey, who arc to 
receive the directions from you. 

I consider it as the most essential object in the first instance 
to station this Detachment of Dragoons at or near Attar1u:1s lCloof 
in such a manner as to cover the communication between Swellen­
dam and Graaff-Reinet, where they shoulcl remain during the 
troubles at Graaff-Reinet, or till recalled. They must prevent 
any numLer of horsemen or other bodies of people armed or c.d· 
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cloubtful aspect from passing or repassing, but they must not 
stop any cattle or waggons coming from Graaff-Heinet nor any 
Farmer's waggons going thither, unless circumstances should 
appear to you to warrant the stopping of all communication to 
Graaff-Reinet. 

Should any of the Inhabitants of any of the places within your 
reach have taken the opportunity of the present revolt in Graaff­
Reinet to manifest similar intentions, or that they are in any 
other manner concerned in forming opposition or combination 
against Government, or if it shall appear to be clangerous to 
suffer them to remain in the country at present, I hereby fully 
empower you to seize them and to send them under an escort to 
the Cape Town, or to dispose of them in such other manner a8 
you may judge proper. You will warn all the Iuhabit:mts to 
remain upon their own Farms, and not to leave them without a 
just pretext. I also authorise ancl direct you to seize and inspect 
the papers of any suspectecl person, and am most particularly to 
point out to you the family of Botha. 

You will consult l\fr. Faure, the Lancldrost, and Mr . .Ackerman 
with respect to the proper steps to be taken for apprehencling or 
cliscoYcriug the projects of the ill ilisposed, ancl one or two of the 
Dragoons may be cletachecl from the J>arty, should it he re<1uisite, 
but care should at the same time be taken not to diminish the 
Military force too much. 

(Signecl) l!'UANCIS DUNDAS. 

[ Original.] 

Lrtltr fr0111 Cmrnouo1m 0EoIHrn LOSACK to 
EVAN NLPE.\N, ER(/HE. 

,Tu11ifrr IN 'l'ABLF. DAY, 

0An: Ol' <loon II01·E, 10th .lTarrh 17flfl. 

Sm,- I hrg leave to ncqunint yon for thPir Lorclships' informa-
tion that I shall sail tomorrow with the Rc1naclron .T11piter 

Tmne,ulo11s Hamed in the margin for the Mauritius, where I 
Oiseaii intell(l t-0 cruize until the latter encl of l\fay or 
Adamant perhaps longer, as circmnsta11ces may rerp1ire, in 

order to prevent any commm1icntion "itl1 Bun11apartc';; army or 
Tippoo ~nlt:111 arnl tlws(' l'orls. 

 

 



Rcco1'rls of the Cope C'oloiw 

I have acquainted Rear Admiral Rainier and the different 
Governments in India of this my intention, in orcler that they 
may in the eYent of any J<'orce of the Enemy's appearing in the 
Indian Seas give me the earliest information when I shall proceed 
with the Squadron under my command to join the Rear Admiral 
should such :Force of the Enemy's he so superior to me as not to 
give me a chance of success in attacking them. 

I am also to acc1uaint you for their information that the Dutch 
in the District of Graaff Hcinet arc in a state of rebellion, but 
from the last accounts their numbers Jo not exceed three hundred. 
A Vetadnneut of Cavalry and Infantry has marched thither, and 
another Detachment has been sent by sea in His :Majesty's Sloops 
Star all(l llopr, to Algoa Bay. I shall immediately upon my 
leaving this pro<.:eed off Algoa Bay for information, and should 
the ltebels have collecte<l a greater J<'orce and it should appear 
necessary, I shall land the Marinos of the Squadron to join the 
Troops. . . . I have &c. 

(Signed) G. LOSACK. 

[Copy.] 

Letter fto1n J\Luon McNAn to MAJOR GmrnnAL Dmm.\.s. 

CAMP AT FERREIRA'S HOUSE, 

NEAR ALGOA BAY, 12th March 1799. 

Srn,-Pursuant to the Instructions I had the honor of receiving 
from Your Excellency, I have taken Notes daily of what appeared 
to me of consequence, and heg leave to lay before you Extracts 
necessary to affonl you the fullest Information in my power. 

:March 2nd 1788.-This day at one o'clock the Star anchored in 
Algoa Bay. The Detachment landed soon after, and Captain l\. 
Campbell, 20 C:renadiers, and myself prncee<1e<l immediately to 
the House of Thomas Ferreira 4~ miles from where we landed, 
fournl everything <1uiet all(l plenty of Sheep and Oxen. As 
Waggons could not be procured in time to conYey the Baggage, 
Captain Donal<! Campbell judged it prudent to remain with the 
rest of the Detachment and piece of .Artillery near the Beach 
during tln• Night. 
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3rd March.-This day the Detachment joined us, and the whole 
encamped on the right of l!'orroira's House, a most advantageous 
situation. On my arrival at this post the preceding evening I 
dispatched a messenger immediately for Cornelius van Rooyen, 
the \Vachtmeester, who came to mo early this morning, and having 
understood from him that it would not be prudent for me to go 
towards Graaff-Reinet without a stout party, I immediately 
wrote a Letter to the Landdrost, reporting tho arrival of Captain 
Campbell's Detachment and requesting instructions as to our 
further movements. The vV achtmeester told me I could not 
expect an answer from the Landdrost before the 10th or 11th 
Instant. 

l!'erreira informed me that a spy named Hans Knootz had 
observed us landing, and he supposed would take the earliest 
opportunity of giving that information to tho Disaffectotl. 

From every inf6rmation, the Disaffected, who are principally 
about Zuurveld and Bruintjes Hoogte, will not attempt molesting 
us otherways than endeavouring to excite large bodies of Caffres 
against tho Troops, and firing themselves from situations where 
it will be almost impossible at the first onset to check thorn. 

That circumstance can however but seldom hap1ion, and I am of 
opinion they will find tho Caffres take the other siile of the 
c1uestion, when they are in any degree made sensible that we arc 
not sent here to proceed against them, but those who have on 
every occasion endeavoured to oppress them. 

Here I am sorry to romark that I have been informe11 that 
14 British deserters have joined a Hascal na1nccl 'onracl Buy:-i, a 
principal person of the refractory, ancl who is har1l at work 110w 
collecting a force of Calfres to assist him. 

4th.-:My attention turned to f'm11i hing the I ll'tncl11ne11t with 
provision , \Vaggons arnl Bnllocks, which tlH· Fan1101 around 
suppliccl without he itation when the co11 cqucll(·c of a rcf'u~al was 
m:1<le perfectly known to them. 

fith . Tliis morning at 11i1tP o'clock a Bo1•r anin•d with a~ rot<• 
from llrigadicr C:l'111•1~t! Va11d1•h•11r, da!t•d '.!8th F1•l,rnary, to the 
fullowi It" eliel't: 

"Unlcs~ very lilUch ]lie. ,c,I by tlic Larnldro, t, <lu1i"t ,,11 any art·,,unt JcaH• 
your ]X> ition Ill Swartku]', Hivcr; tlou't jlr<J\i1lo a1,y bur C8 till further order. 
l'rutlcuce prcvcut my ,ayiug moro at pre cut. 

(Si '!led) ., •. I'. ,. \ 1>1-.1.1.l I,." 
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Captain Camphell acknowledged the receipt of the Brigadier's 
order, and dispatched the Boer immediately. 

Sth.-This morniug the Brigadier attended by a Dragoon arrived 
at our Post, and informed us that want of water prevented his 
marching his first-intended route to Graaff-Heinet. He had no 
communication whatever with the Land,lrost. 

The Brigadier's Detachment halted a day's march from our 
Post. 

This afternoon the Hope arrived and landed Major Abercrombie 
with his Detachment in the evening, who proceeded immediately 
to this place; and this day marched to join the Brigadier's 
])etachment, who received orders to proceed to a house 15 miles 
from hence on the road to Graaff-lteinet, to which place the 
Brigadier went. 

The Star and Hope sailed this afternoon. Captain Brine of the 
llopc had no communication whatever with the Troops, at which 
the Briga11ier was much astonished, as lie meant to apply for 
several articles that would be of service to the Troops on their 
march. 

This night the Ikigadier sent for Captain Campbell ancl myself, 
and on our arrival at his quarters found that a 8ergeant of the 8th 
had arrived express from the Landdrost with a Letter in answer to 
mine of the :1nl Instant . 

.As the Brigadier will probably transmit the Letter to your 
Excellency, I shall only mention here that he in conse(]_uence 
determinc1l that Captain Campucll's detachment should u10ve 

12th from hence on thi:; day and join the Cavalry and Hotten­
tots,. the "hole to march tomorrow towar,ls Graaff-11einet. 

1 n <letailiug the several circumstances attending our Detach­
ment, Your Excellency may probahly think that I have stated 
mattern of no great conscquenc·c; lmt I deemed it right to be full 
in my information at firsL, as what I shall haYe to report on our 
junction with the re t of the Troops will be more to the point, and 
only respectillg the service on which we arc sent. 

Captain Campbell ancl the other Officers have desired that I 
will express to you the ouligation we feel ourselves to Captain 
Uardner of the Star, who on every occasion took the utmost 
pleasure in alforcling us any assistance we might want, and offered 
to lancl men, ammunition, or anything the service might poRsibly 
l'l'([llll'\'. 

JI. 
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Since I have commenced my Letter the Detachment have stnH'k 
their Tents, aucl are now reacly to march in the fullest health and 
spiritti, anxious to 1>erform the sen ice they have the honor of 
being selected. for. I have &c. 

(Signecl) 

[Copy.] 

Lettrr from MA.TOR GENERAL DUNDAS to thr L11nrldrost and 
Ilccmradm of Crwrjf-R1inrt. 

CASTLE OF Goon liOPE, 1:m, March 1709. 

<lENTLE:»mN,-I have received the letter of the 19th February 
which you have srnt to me hy the hands of the Hccmraden 
C. H. Olivier and C. ,J. Liebcnberg, of whieh I shall at pn•se11t 
only ack1101vledgc the receipt, as the several subjects of that letter 
will become matter of serious investigation hereafter. I tun &c. 

(Signed) 

L Copy.] 

PROCLAMATION 

FHMiCIS ])uND.\8. 

IJy FRANCIS Du. 'DAR, Esci1m., .Jfujur r: 1tll'11/ <\·c. 

·whereas Information has hccn given to me that the Inhaliitants 
of the Cape Town arc purchasing Wheat for the purpose of foccling 
their Ifor;;es and other Cattle whieh can not otherwise than raise 
the priee of Bread., I deem it my dnty to J>roltibit an<l hcreliy <lo 
prohibit all and every one of the Inhabitants of the Cape Town or 
District who are not Puhlic Bakers from purchasing any ·wheat 
011 pain of confiscation of the \Vhcat 80 pmcha~etl and a Fi11c of 
One IIurnlre<l Hixdullarti to be leviecl both on the ~eller ancl 
Purchaser of the 8:t.id Wheat, of which the informer ~hall \J, 
entitled to one half. 

Given under my Hand and Real at the Castle of Uood Hope, 
1 :Jth ,lay of March l 7DD. 

Fr;\ ·r·rn 1>1 .'ifl\ •. 
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l,dt, ,. jf'vin DmGADIElt GF.~ERAL VA"l>ELEt:R to M.\,ron 
GE~EIUL Du~nu;. 

:rn, 

\Vrnow Rcm:EPERS', 20 M1LF:s NORTH OF SwARTKOl'ti BAY. 

Sm, -In my Letter <lated from the foot of Attaquas Cloof 
I mentione,l the strong appearance of <lisalfcction which seemed 
to perrnde that part of the I>istrict of Zwellen<lam. , incc that 
time I haYc hatl reason to he confirmetl in my opinion, as the 
Brnlhcrs of Botha arnl H:rntenbaeh (whom I mentioned in that 
Lt•ttcr) haYe both not only quitted their hallitations in lhis 
country, hut arc actually 1-i<ling auout exciting the People to 
i nsmrection. Parties harn been sent to their Houses in the <lca<l 
of the Night. Botha had. left his the day before our People got 
there, and his Brother very narrowly escape<l lleing taken. We, 
howeYcr, found some Gunpowder, a great quantity of Balls newly 
ca~t, awl two large wall pieces, ,Yhid1 \YCrc of course hrought 
away. The Detachment sent to HautenLach's founcl all his 
family pre.~cnt except himself, who, in <kfiance of the l'rodama­
t ion, had gone away. This \\·as the man ,rho l,rought the Letter 
from ( :raaIT-Heinet in Yi! ing the People to revolt, arnl was e..­
n",siYely al'lire in circulating it about this part of the country. 
The seeuring his person I therefore conceive of the utmost con­
seqm•11ce, all<l in the mean time I ham brought away_ his \Vife 
and two Children, whom I haYc promisecl i.o release the instanL 
hl' deli \'ers himself up. He is the life an<l soul of the disaffected 
l'eople in this neighhourhoO(l, aml goes hy the name of Freedom's 
( 'hil1l. I ham a Part at this morneut after him, ,Yhich, if my 
information is good, will probauly seize him. Just after I hml 
got to Ferreira's House at the Bay (where Campl>dl's pcoplo 
haw l>een since the 2ml instant) to my great satisfaction the 
J!u11 horn in sight, arnl Abercrombie arnl his Detachment wero 
landed the ame eYc11i11g, aTlll arc now "ith me lw1e. I have 
aln•ady monnl\'cl 13 of them, an<l as CamplJell with the G1enaclicn; 
:uHl Light Infantry join this evening, I shall procee<l towards 
<:r,talf-Heinet in the morning, whl're I don't expect to ani\·e 
hefon• tlw ~~tHl lrn;tant, as the distance from hence proYes to 
lH· llJl\1',\l'llS of ~nn milt''4, in~tl'ad of I no::-; stated li} ;\fr. narrn\,. 

:J l ~ 
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On the march here every effort was made to communicate with 
the Landdrost, but to no effect, as the Country People would not 
undertake to carry even a verbal message, so much are they in 
dread of these Vagabonds, McN ab's Letter, however, reached him, 
to which we have received an answer written by the Sergeant 
of Dragoons who brought it to us. As it is worth reading I send 
it enclosed, and leave you to judge how Mr. Bresler feels himself 
at present. You will perceive how very anxious he is to get, 
us to the Drostdy, which will be au unnecessary march of 200 
miles. All the people we want to secure are either in this 
neighbourhood, the Zuurveld, or Bruintjes Hoogte; now had he 
but resolution enough to join us here, after settling everything 
hereabouts, we might march through those Districts (which 
abound with provisions and forage) to Graaff-Reinet, and by that 
means save a great deal of time and trouble. ·whereas lhe route 
he has sent us is through a barren country, great part of which 
produces nothing, and which will oblige me to carry five days 
provisions for the men, and forage for the Horses in waggons, 
which must necessarily retard our progress very much. :McNab 
has written to represent to you Captain Brine's conduct in leaving 
the Bay without giving the smallest intimation of his intention. 
I should conceive that a Vessel of some kind would be very 
useful at Swartkops Bay, otherwise I fear we shall be much 
embarrassed with Prisoners. The insurrection is certainly be­
coming very general, and the Caffres, with what intentions I 
know not, arc coming over the :Fish Hivcr in grPat numbers; for 
the present it is our interest to keep them our friends, and I am 
not without hopes of getting them to deliver up such of the 
insurgents as have taken refuge among them. De Buis is now 
at the head of the Hebels (I can call them nothing else at present), 
an old Offender. He boasts his intention of attacking us in a 
narrow ravine about 40 miles from hence, on the way to Graaff­
Reinet. The ground is certainly well chosen, and very favourable 
for him, but aR I intend feeling my way well wit,h the Hottentots 
before I commit the Cavalry a1Hl Uegular Infantry in so very 
long and difficult a defile (beillg a man:h of live hours through a 
very close and almost impenetrable \Vood.) I flatter myself we 
shall give him reason to repent his rashness, should he be hardy 
enough to risk an attack. Yet I could almost wish he would <lo 
it, as I think a good tlrnbbing at fir~t might be the means of 
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saving a great deal of bloodshed eventually. I hope the Land­
drost will be able to furnish us with some information, as we 
can't, depend upon any we get in this part of the District. 

I have now, Sir, told you Lhe whole of our Proceedings as far 
as I can recollect, and have only to request that should I in any 
instance have acted contrary to your wishes you will have the 
goodness to let me know, as believe me that the utmost, of my 
ambition is to execute the service entrusted to my charge to your 
perfect satisfaction. I have, &c. 

(Signed) T. P. V ANDELEUR. 

P.S. Abercrombie and his party who went in search of n )tha 
and Rantcnbach are just returned, but their guide having lost 
his way from the darkness of the night the Detachment failed of 
their purpose. 

Jo11rnal kept by the LAXDDlWST BRESLER. 

January 17th, 1799.-Adriaan van Jaarsveld was summoned 
hy the l\fessenger, ancl appeared at 4 o'clock in the afternoon. 
The Decree of the Court of Justice bearing date November 29th 
1798 was read to him by Secretary Oertel, to which he replied, 
" Sir, I apprehend this will occasion a motion among the people." 
Ile was placed in a room of the Drostdy with a Sentry before 
the door. 

18th.-[le was sent off about 4 o'clock in the afternoon, arnl 
~crgcant l\facguire, detached with two Dragoons to escort him, 
was in his 1irese11ce onlere<l to treat him in the most polite 
manner as far as such was compatible with the state of n, prisoner, 
!mt in ease of any of his .Fellow Burghers endeavouring to rescue 
him, then the Sergeant, to shoot him immediately and the Dragoons 
to defend themselves as mud1 as possible. 

l\lth.-In the evening I received a LetLer dated at Sneeuwbergen 
fro1,1 the Deputy l\Iessenger P. K W alhsstrand, being on his 
journey to Cape Town, who under date of yesterday reported to 
me that some Inhabitants of Sneeuwliergen were preJ_Jaring to 
proceed to the Drostdy in order to rescue Van Jaarsveld. I 
despatched the Corporal of the Dragoons together with the four 
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remailling Privates towanls Secretm'y Oertel. I repeated tho 
or<ler gi\·en to the Rergcant at his departure, and orderecl the 
Corporal to escort the \V aggou as far as the Poort. 

,January 20th.-After Uivine Reniee I cause<l the reason and 
orca8ion of A<lriaan van ,J aarsveld ha,incr Leen apprehended to 
be pul,lished to the Inhabitants present at the Yillage, exhorting 
them to behave like peaceable Burghers and to eousider the 
consequence of their oppo~iug themselves to a Deeree of the 
Court of ,T ustice. 

2Ist.-The Corporal and 4 Prirntes <lispatclie<l yestenlay re­
turned and reported that on their returning they had met, at the 
Farm of A. P. van den Berg a numl,er of aLout ;iQ to GO Burghers 
of Bruins IIoogte witll their arms all(l an uncommon number of 
Horses. They brou~ht along with them a Letter from Secretary 
Oertel, stating that all was still in good onler. 

22nd.-Nothing occurred, except J. P. ,an der \Yal<l about 
nio-ht paRsed the Drostdy with his son Andries and 12 llori;es, 
pretending to come from Brui.nshoogte aud to return home. 

2:h<1.-Rergeant Macguire rcturne<l Lringing along with him 
the Dragoon Hut, aiul reported that Van ,Jaarsnild had been 
rescue(! from their harnls by l\fartl1inus l'riu~loo and about 30 
men, arnl ~ecretary Oertl'l "rote me a brief aceount thereof. 

January 2 !th.- In the afternoon I saw Sollie anne(l Burghers 
riding aLout the Drost(ly, haYing alrea<ly in the lllorning perceived 
some l'atrols corning up a long the Hiver. In the e,e11i11g ahout 
7 o'elock , Tieolaas \·an der "\Vald att('J1ded by some men approacl1e<l 
the J lrostdy. l ordere1I them to halt, aiul Jun ing exalllincd thl'Ill, 
tl1ey deelarc(l heiug come for no other pmpo.'e hut to avert C\ il 
and re(ptested their being allowecl to pa ,; the J lrostdy, and as 
they were armed I <lireet<'d the llrngoous i1111nPdiately to get 
urnler arms and station tlH•m~elves liefore the l>ro tdy, which 
being clone the arrne1l party consisting of 8 or !l llll'll passe(l with­
out committin'.-: any hostiliLy. 

2.ith. A Lout 8 o'doek tlwr' pas c<l a lnrge number of In­
habitants from the S11cenwhergcn, !mt all of them ,vitlwut arllls. 
A little aft<'rwards the IIeemraad C. ,J. Liebeuherg ani\ed arnl 
report()(l his having met at the ecornl drift a 1rnm bcr of l 11-

hauitants, who required that all the 1Iccmrade11-who upon the 
report or what ha(l passed were already preseut- shon!ll im­
J11c1liatl'ly meet, which licin~ done, two of the I [ccrnrad<'n were 
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deputell to enquire of the aforesaid Inhabitants into the matter. 
The said IIeemraden returnecl ancl reported that the J_mrpose cf 
the assemhle<l multitude principally was to kuow the occasion 
of 1\. , an ,J aars\'eld beiHg apprehell(lell, and at the same time to 
present some reasonable requests, whereupon the ::'lfessenger was 
1lispatclwcl to inform them of their being allowed to depute 3 or 
4 Individuals from among them in order to propose what they 
wanted, but that should they presume to appear iu arms before 
the Drost(ly I would com,ider it an act of violence, and adopt 
sueh measures as my Oflice and Duty should require. Not long 
after the :\fessenger's return there appeared 1farthinus Prinsloo, 
Andries Petrus Burger, ,Tuhanues Petrus van der \Vahl, and 
llarernl .Tacohus Bester, who after some intrOlluctor,v conversation 
represented that a cruel injustice had heen committed on Adriaan 
van ,faarsvclll, he haxing been sent off ,-rithout being previously 
heard. A proper explanation having by me been gfren on the 
subject, 1Iarthinus Prinsloo replied that from an attachment to 
each other they found themsehes oubged to oppose themseh-es 
against the measnre, he asserting that what had happened to 
Van ,JaarsYeld to-day might befal to another to-morrow, and 
that they were , lready sufliciently persecuted in Cape Town when 
they repaired thither in order io tran act their domestic affairs, 
they heing then lookell for and apprehended ; finally they re­
([Uested that the ( lovernor should he petitioned to exonerate 
Van ,Jaarsveld from ihe Decree in <1uestion. ·while we were 
employed di coursiug on the suLject, I perceived that several 
Inhahitauts from the Sneeuwbergen were departing;ao that before 
the meeting broke up the complot got dispersed, there remaining 
only about thirty m0n awaiting the return of their Delegates. 

,January :2Gth.-I was in l'orme<l of several Letters directed to 
lnltabitan(s lun·ing l>ecn opened. 

:l 1st. -11y h>tter of the :2:ith ln!-ltant was accepted by Ur. Ballot, 
to be f'orwar<lell under cover to Cape Town. 

Fel,rnary 8th.-There arrived at the Drostlly 14: Doschesmen 
asking for presents of B 'tHls, Tobacco, &c. 

I ::th.-ln the evening at !l o'<'l<l('k I was informed by a Letter 
front Ban•1Hl B11rgcr's wif1• of :2.i 1111•n being arri vell there from the 
Z,rnrl kops Hi \'\'r "ith their artll'l. 

l..J.th.-ln the moruing three arme(l l\nrgl!l'rs were pereeived 
skulking ill the ltiver. Frum this day I was daily Kpie(l until the 
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17th,-when a nmnber of about 10--1 men assemule<l at Bareml 
Burger's headed by Coenraacl du Buys and Van J aarsvelcl. 

lHth.-In the morning Mr. Dallot went to them, in order as 
their :Minister to exhort them to withholtl from taking auy further 
steps. In the mean while I was iufurmcd of the lieemnulen S. 
Naude and T. G. Tregaard having been stoppecl 011 their journey to 
the Drostdy, so as to find themselYes actually at Burger's with the 
multitude, whereupon the MeHsenger by my order rec1uirecl them 
in writing immediately to appear at the Drost\ly, to which on the 
expiration of two hours J receiYed the following answer : 

" Hir,-lteceiYetl your Letter re11uiring me and ).fr. H. XalHle to 
appear in the combined a sembly. \Ve were reacly to ohey the 
summons, but Jan Botha and Coeuraad de Buys in the name of 
the V ute of the People, June cause<l us lo stay and not tu attencl 
at any aHsembly. \Ve remain &e. (~igned) 8tephanmi -'- all(le, 
'l'. n. Tregard." 

Mr. Ballot returned at 2 o'clock in the afternoon, aml relate<l to 
me his httving thri ·e been \rnsy to persuade them lo 11rop their 
wicke<l de:.;igns, which chielly co11si~te1l of an intention to eonwy 
me into the Caller Country, arnl accorilirw to the . :wing of Yan 
Jaarsvel1l to keep 111e there until Pieter Delpmt, who they :my ha,l 
been tnw~ported "ilhout l,ei1w hear I, should l,p deliY<'n•<l up 
again. Immediately on the return of ~lr. l\allot, I can P<l a 
meeting tu he cunnmed, while the multitrnl • \\llS alrl'ady 
approaehe1l before the ))rift at thu •11t ranee of th • \' i llage. 

The meeti11g being He:tted, tl1ere appearl'd the Burgher~ ,f:m 
l\otha, .Pict Hanten lmeh, and Wilh-111 l'rinsloo, Claasz., l'l'pre:rn! ing 
they \\Cl'C deputed by tl1e multitude to :-;hew rny cunduut, that I 
lmtl furnished lo the Callers <:nnpowder all(l :Shot tu kill their 
Wive:, arnl ehillln•n, \\·hil'h they dt•clul'ed fro111 a Letlt•1 by them 
interceple1l to the folio\\ ing purport: 

"Tu the Yehl l'o111n1amlant I I. ,Jan ·e Yan ltenslrnrg. Uo()(l 
Jcriend,-Hcre\lith you reel'i\e J. tinder lmxe, 8 k11iH•, 1 roll 
brass \lire, --1 uumhes or Leads, an,l 12 Slllall looking gl.1 l' ' 

lll"elher wit11 about ;:O lb~. ol' (lunpowder aIHl (i(J lbs. Lead. 
l'lease tu gi,e :;\Ialau awl Thol10 each of them l I nil'i· and :.l 
looking gla,;~es, aml all the residue to Co11ga. l'lca~t: al. o to 
e11cp1ire of t'h.) ka \I lwlher any ship has Lttely stranded. l am 
yum ( ;ood Frie11d, (~igued) F. l~. Hre:;ler. t:11t,dJ-Hei11eL, Dece111uer 
8th 17V7." 
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Note.-This letter was by me dispatched when in the month of 
December 1797 in company of 1\fr. Barrow I took a journey to 
Cape Town, and when at my departui:e I furnished to all the 
Vehlwachtmeesters and Veld Commandants a certain quantity of 
Gunpowder and Shot in order to enable them to maintain good 
order in their seYeral Districts and to act in case of unexpected 
assaults. At that time I sent to the Field Commandant Van 
Hensburg some presents for the Caffers staying on this side of the 
<treat Fish River, in order by that means to persuade them into 
retreating to the other i:;ido, as I had agreed with the said Rensburg 
i:;hortly before at his being present at the Drostdy. 

The said persons having hy me lJeen convinced of the ground­
lessness of their a~scrtion, the said Uautenhach replied that it was 
already long ago since the Caffers were to Le expelled from this 
side, ancl they were still there; that they had not so much to 
complain of Conga than principally of a certain ,Jaloeza. Upon 
my having exhorted them in the best manner I could to await at 
all ernnts the disposition and pleasure of Government on this 
subjeet, they withdrew from the Council Chamber. 

I kept the Dragoons under arms tho whole night for the safety 
of the Drost<l . 

September 19th.-l perceiYed that alJout 30 men kept the Cape 
road beset, also that Gerrit Hautenhach was dispatched with 30 
men to the ZwarLkops River in order to prevent any landing of 
Troops. 

All was in the utmost disquietude. The Veld Commandant 
Carel Uorotz was stopped by the multitude and ordcrad to acquaint 
me and the Heemradeu that unless we took care of the march of 
the Troops being countermanded they then kuew what they were 
to do, and that they expected an immediate answer, as the disturb­
ances did gradually inereaso, and as it was necessary to cause the 
rnultit ude Lo diKperse. \\' o. resolved to ans" er them that we 
:;]wuld comply ·with their (lesiro, provided they would behave 
1,eaceal,ly and return Lo their several homes, which they promised 
to do, I.mt they passml tho whole <lay and nighL until the next <lay 
in tho utmost licentiousness ancl riot. 

AL \J o'clock another assom bly was con \'en eel, all([ there appeared 
the Burghers ,I ohmmes Botha, Frederik "\Villem (;roblJelaar, and 
"\Villcm J>riuslno, Ulam,z., pres011ting a certain anonymous paper on 
the sulijeeL of the (;affers, all(l as the :mid })clegatos did insi1:,t upou 
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obtaining an answer in writing, we resolved to give the following 
reply: 

"The Note being by us received, the same l½halI proyi, ionally he 
complied with, anu the <lovemor shall be petitioned lo grant his 
approbation." 

Xote.-A Copy of this Paper has bl)<)n transmitte(l to the 
Governor in the Letter of the 19th Fehmary. 

Having received the aforesaid reply, the saiu Burghers with­
drew. 

This whole day I was overhurdene<l with irn,ignificant applica­
tions, purposely to provoke me, in order that they might fi11cl 
fonncled reason to assault me. Among other things ('oeuraatl (le 
Buys did send to require of me a certificate of hi~ heing allowe(l 
unmolested to continue in this District,, which penni sion I found 
myself obliged, from want of force to rounterad, .-uch violence, to 
grant, but under approbation of the Govenior. 

In the evening information was receive([ that an anned complot 
was alrc'ady asscmblC(l, in order, as from wearines;;; I was gone to 
he<l, to drag me from the Drostdy, which was however ohviatrnl by 
Cuenraad de Buys pretenlling night time to he very impruper for 
thfl purpose. 

February 20th. -In the morning it was perceive1l that the one 
after the other ,rere hnsy to quit the Village. 

2:ith.-In the evening the l\fossenger ani.Y0tl here from 
Swellendam. 

2Cth.-He (lcparlrnl again. 
Mardi 2nd.-1 receive(! the letter from His E ·cellencv, liearin~ 

date l:ith December last, all(l foull(l the Rame to have lie~n opmw(l. 
During all this time it rcmaine<l in some degree quiet, until 

7th,- -when to my utmost satisfaction I ren•ivc<l the tidings liy 
a Letter from the Town ::\fojor .'.\1cNah from the Zwartkopsri,er of 
the Detachment lieing landed thL·re, . 

1\fareh !Hli.-1 rec(•i,e(l an opt•n Letter, direC'le1l to me a111l tlrn 
lfeemraden, l'Ollling from ::\forthinus l'rin loo, :;;igncd h,v him :uul 
"Titten by .\driaan \'an ,Jaar:c;Ycld, to the follo\\'ing pnrport :-

" To the Lallildrost. :tllll Heemraden of' <haafl'-Heinct. {;pn(]('­
mmi -These Herve to report to you that this dav we lt:l\e re<'eivP1l 
intel,ligen('C from Zwartkop~ river that fonr 1::n1rli~h ship,; ha ,·e 
anchored tlu·re, that one man has licen taken ancl two men have 
c ca1H,d, n,•11! that them i an order lo l,p circulatPi! to com·c11e the 
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lnhauitants in order to enquire into the matter. Gentlemen, if you 
do not now accomplish your promise, then we see at once brought 
forth tho min of the true tranquillity of the country, but if you 
,1·ill most speedily join us in order, according to promise, to avert 
with us, with dutiful respect, the impendent danger, then we hope 
that by the blessing of the Almighty prosperity and tranquillity 
will he hleRsctl, more especially if the Rev. Mr. Ballot comes along 
with you dutifully to fulfil his promise. Although we have fixed 
the tlate of our marching on the 8th instant, still I shall await your 
arrival, or at least the previous answer of your wise opinion. 
Herewith trusting to your precaution, I am your obedient servant, 
(~igncd) 1forthinus Prinsloo. G March 1799. P.S. Should there 
appear the least report of the armed Hottentots, then Iluys with 
the whole Cafier Country will march against them." 

"G pon pernsal of this Letter some of the Heemraden were of 
opinion to answer it immediately, but as to me, I persisted to leave 
the same, being written in a threatening style, unanswered, which 
latter took place accordingly. 

l\farch 1.ith.-Tho Burghers Willem Prinsloo and Daniel Lieben­
herg, hoing deputed l>y some Inhabitants of Bruins Hoogte, did 
anive, sueing for a General Pardon, to which I replied that as 
intelligence was already received of the approach of Brigadier 
General Vandcleur, they were now to apply to him for the purpose, 
it being not in my J)O\l'Cr lo grant Pardon. 

l\lth.-Brig;ttlier General Vandeleur arrived. 

(Signed) F. IL Bm:sLEH. 

[ Original. J 
Ldtcr ft'o,n Vrcg Amrn:AL Sm HOGER Cu1nIS to EVAN" 

NEPEAN, ESllltE. 

LOXDON, l!lth ,liarch 179(). 

~rn,- l £:n ing been appointed Commanclor in Chief of His 
:\lajl'sty's l-\hips anll Ve:-isels at tho Cape of liOO(l Hope, I am Lo 
req m•st yon "ill morn the Lorch C0111mis,,io11ers of the Admiralty 
tu girn dir0dions for the Ship appointed to bear my Flag l.Jcing 
supplied a Time-Piece. I am &c. 

(~igued) J:oc;1m Cl'r:T1.. 
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[Copy.J 

J,ctter jro1,i BRIGADIER GENE!lAL V ANDELEUR to MAJOR Gt~J<'.J:AL 

DUNDAS. 

GnAAFF-REINET, Marek 21st 17VO. 

Srn,-When I wrote last from near Zwartkops Bay I mentioned 
my intention of marching immediately with my whole force to 
Graaff-Reinet, where I am happy to tell you we are all safely 
arrived without having met with the smallest Ol)position in th(} 
way. The Landclrost has been in a state of hloeka<le ernr sinec 
January last; and I find since my arrival here that the Sergeant 
of Dragoons who brought the answer tu McXal1's letter was 
obliged to force his way through a Party of the Immrgents who 
hacl assembled at a narrow pass some clays march from hence; 
two Messengers whom l\fr. Bresler had dispatched to Zwartkops 
Ilay are missing, and he fears have been <le;;troyed Ly the Mal­
contents. The Landdrost, from what I can learn, has L •haYe<l 
through the whole business with great fortitude and r, ·olution. 
He agrees with me in thinking that lenient measures ca11 no 
longer Le of any use; it is therefore my intention (should the 
ringleaders not Le gi Yen up before that time) to mareh into the 
very heart of the Brnintjcs IIoogte ancl Zunrveld on the :J7th or 
this month, as I have jul:lt learne<l that in the latter plaee 
Hauteubach has assemble<! upwar1ls of 100 Boen;, all(l e.·peets 
to be joined by Coenraad Buys and a large hotly uf Calli-cs. 
However, as they di<l not think proper to attack us in our mareh 
here, where they certainly might h:tYe <lone it to great a<lnmtage, 
I rather apprehend that on our approach they will either disperse 
or move to a respectable distance from us. Iu the lllcau time, 
effoctually to prcrnnt the escape of the ringleaders, whom l liarn 
no doubt, 1.Jeing dcsertell by their followers, will suo11 betake 
themselves to Hight, it will be necessary that; the Land<lrrn,ts of 
Zwellernlam and ~tellenhosch shoulll not only harn a sharp 
lookout after the Hefngees of this 1>istriet, but al o keep tt 
watchful eye urnr their own people, mauy of whom arc only 
prevente<l hy a sense of <langer from joining the disaffoete<l of 
tuis country. The Landdrost de;;ir •:; me to say that; no Ur,lttff­
Heinel waggon ought tu IJe pci-mitte<l to returu from the C,tpe 
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until such time as those People we wish to secure are delivered 
up. On our arrival here we found pickets and patroles of armed 
Burghers (mostly from Sneeuwberg) all round the Village, but 
the Landdrost declares that until such time as we were close at 
hand, not one of them (three people only excepted) had spirit 
sufficient to appear in arms. He speaks in the highest terms of 
the Dragoons, but particularly the Sergeant. Mr. Bresler appre­
hends that we shall be embroiled with the Caffres, in which case, 
after leaYing an Officer and thirty men at the Drostdy (without 
which he does not think it prudent to move from hence), my 
party will be so weakened that I can't venture to make any 
detachments from the main body. I have therefore to request 
(if they can be spared) a reinforcement of two Subalterns and 
fifty dismounted Light Dragoons or Light Infantry, fifty Hottentots, 
and a small Howitzer, which I think will be of infinite use in 
dri Ying them out of their strongholds and fastnesses about 
Zwartkops Bay and the Zuurveld. I received your letter from 
Scultz three days march from hence on our way here, and 
immediately dispatched him to the Bay with a Letter to Com­
modore Losack, requesting he would disembark one Officer and 
thirty Marines, vith some powder and some bags of biscuit, but 
not to land the Stores unless he could spare the Marines until 
such time as some more troops anived from the Cape. I expect 
the Messenger back every hour, and will dispatch him to the 
Cape as soon as anything material occurs ; in the mean time I send 
this Letter by Mr. Oertel, who has undertaken to deliver it in ten 
days. I ha,·e nothing further at present to add ·but that the 
Troops haYe conducted themselves with great regularity through 
the whole march. I have &c. 

(Signed) T. P. V A~DELEUH. 

P.S. Hince l wrote the above a most scandalous and barefaced 
roLLcry has been committed by a Drummer of the ()8th Itcgiment. 
I have brought, him to a Uomt Martial, and they have sentenced 
him 800 La ·hes, every one of which he shall get in the most 
public part, of the Village. I wish, Sir, yon would give me authority 
to hang the first man caught plundering, as the most effectual 
means of completely stopping it. 
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[Copy.] 

Ltttcrfrom MAJOR McNAB to l\fA,TOR GEXERAL nu.·n.\R. 

CTRAAl'F·REIJSET, 2M Murrh 17!l!l. 

Sm,-On the 12th Instant I had the honor of a<l<he~sing you, 
stating that Captain Campbell's Detachment were on that day to 
join Brigadier General V andeleur. 

On the morning of the ] 4th the whole column movecl for 
this place, where the Cavalry arrivccl yestc•rrlay awl early this 
morning the Infantry and Hottentots, the I:cbels lun ing never 
made their appearance or in any manner interrupted our march, as 
we found a supply of everything neces. ary at each <1uarter we haltccl 
on the roacl. \Yhen the Column moved on the 14th we understood 
the Rebels had collected and intendecl to attack us early on our 
march, but that report proved without foundation, and not a little 
to the clisappointment of the Troops. \Ye next under ·to0<l they 
hacl taken possession of a strong pass name<l the Poort within 
a <lny's march of us, arnl altho the Brigadier hail taken cYcry 
1iossible precaution as to the movernp11t of our little army, our 
numbers must have been ,cry considerably rc1lncc1l if' a few stc:uly 
Troops were posted to defend the Pass, as in my life I ne,·er saw 
ground more favourable for that 1mrpo8e, and I am "·ell couvince1l 
if the Hebels do make a stand, they never can do it with so much 
ailvantage of ground as the Poort woul<l liave al orcle1l them. 
Our Column took more than an hour 111nrd1i11g through it. 

As the Troops were aclrnncing to thi place the Burgher from 
Sneeuwberg took courage, arnl e\ ery <lay as we neared this 
Village they hecame more fiercP in their prof<.ssions of assistance 
to the Lnrnlclrost. On the evening of the l!lth I atternlell the 
Hriga,licr to this place, ancl who received a Hoyal Ralnte from 
four field-pieces that are posted opposite to the Landdro l's house. 
I neYer saw more ,;atisfaction painted in the c·ountcn:rnc·c of any 
indi,i1lual than appeared in that of the Landdrost, who informed 
us that before that clay he was afraid to lll0\"e out of the , illanc. 
He speaks in terms highly to the credit of f-;crgPa11t Irwin of tho 
8th I >ra!.!;oons arnl his small party, aucl \I hen the Jtehel Coemaa1l 
Hu.\"s with 114 of his followers was l1ere the Ilra!!oons only 
wishC1l for the Landtlrost's permission to <'hargl' tl1crn. 

I 

I 

I 

I 
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Yesterday morning the Sneeuwberg Burgher Cavalry were 
urn1er arms, amounting in number to 53. They came through the 
Village at full speed by fours, halted and formed fronting the 
Union flag, dismounted, and received the Brigadier with three 
vol1eys, who through the Landdrost made a speech (by the by 
at their own request) thanking them for the Loyalty they 
professelL Bui the Landdrost informed us at the time when 
their assistance was necessary only three of these gallant lads 
1rnule their appearance. If courage went by size they certainly 
-ought to be the lmwest Troops in the world. 

The Landdrost and Brigadier ,vill acquaint Your Excellency 
much more fully than I can possibly do with respect to the 
state of the Rebels and this part of the Colony, as well as the 
arrangement made as to our further movements. The Brigadier 
has informed me that he has applied for a reinforcement, and 
should it meet your approbation Ensign Duncan Stewart of the 
9 'th Regiment, who speak Dutch, would be a proper Officer to 
take charge of the Detachment of Hottentots. The Brigadier has 
directed me to acquaint Your Excellency that he will send to 
Cape Town a Hottentot who came by sea in case the rest may 
start objections tts to that mode of joining us, and I have not a 
doubt but there are a number of people auout the Cape that 
would endeavour to persuade them not to emuark. 

I am this moment informed that one of the Ra~cals who 
assisted in the rescue of Van .T aarsveld has been recognized in the 
village and lodged in the quarter guard. The Brigadier and 
LatHldrost will of course state to Your Ex:cdfoncy wliat informa­
tion he gives. 

A <1esertcr from the 78th who lefL the Hegiment soon after its 
arrirnl at the Cape gave himself up some time ago, and as he is 
well ac1prnintcd with the .Zuuneld and several of the Deserters 
who have joinc1l Buys, General Varn1elenr means to keep him 
"ith this Detaehment. He is a handsome and very well uehave<l 
lad, his name Thomas Beck. 

The Hriga<lier has desired me to acquaint Your Excellency that 
l\fr. Campbell is of opinion that it will ue neces ar.r to keep the 
embarkation of the Detachment of Hottentots a perfect secret 
from their \Vomen, and that the man sent shoul1l have no 
<·ommunication with au • pernon that might "ive intelligence. 
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2211d March. 

This morning at the desire of the Brigadier the Landdrm,t 
convened the magistrates of this place, and notified to them in 
Council that he came here with the Troops under his commrrncl 
not only to punish the guilty but to protect the innocent ancl 
well disposed. The Landdrost requested the Brigadier's per­
mission for two of the Magistrates to accompany him when the 
Troops move from hence, which was agreed to. 

This morning two of the followers of Houndenberg (.~ir) 
surrendered themselves, and delivered up their arms, ailll reported 
that he had only 88 men. I have &c. 

(Signed) IlommT l\fc AB. 

[ Copy.] 

Lrttcr fro,n Bmr..\DrElt C1E);EIL\L VANilELEUR to ~L\.101i 

GENERAL DUNDAS. 

GRAAFF-REINET, !tiarch 22nrl 179(). 

Sm,-8ince I wrote yesterday the Magistracy of the place have 
been assembled at the Landclrost's. I there explained to them 
that your motive in sending Troops to this District was not only 
to punish and bring to proper rmhjection the Guilty and refractory, 
but also to protect and give assistance to the iunocenL and well­
l1ehaYecl. I likewise rec1uestecl tlrn.t two of them with the Land­
drost might accompany me to Bruintjes lloogle and Zuurveld, 
thnt they might themselves he eye witnesses of the clrieL discipline 
arnl goo<l onler of British Troops. This measure ought to have a 
good effect, and will I hope meet your approbation. Indosed is 
a list of the Magistrates' n:tmes. The Lancldrost he"S me to 

. 0 

recommend them all to your notice as men who have eornhwlecl 
themselves with great propriety aucl shewn the strongei;L attach­
ment to the British Government through the wl1ole bmiine:s. I 
fincl that some scoundrels at the Cape (,~hose names l am not 
without hopes of getting) hau written to this country aying that 
e\'ety one of the Ilor~es had been lmmt and that all tlH· lhngoon~ 
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had been drafted an<l. sent to the East Indies. This report they 
took care to circulate with the greatest industry, and like­
wise added that there now remained only 500 Men at the Cape. 
Mr. Hurter is the Channel through which this news is supposed to 
have come here, and to it the Landdrost in a great measure attri­
butes the late violent and unwarrantable proceedings. Two 
Deserters from Hautenbach have this instant come in. They 
say that when they left them three days ago they were only 88 
strong, and that the CafTers had not as yet joined. Theunis Botha 
is now in command. He mentions that almost all (the chiefs 
excepted, who are very violent) seem heartily tired of the 
business. I am therefore in hopes that in another month I 
shall be able to write you word that every thing is settled to 
your satisfaction. At all events rest assured that not one moment 
of time shall be lost either by me or the Troops I have the honour 
to command. I have &c. 

(Signed) T. P. V ANDELEUR. 

[Copy.] 

J,etter jroui the LANDDROST BRESLER to MAJOR GENERAL 

DUNDAS. 

GnAAF.1!'-REINET, March 22nd 1799. 

UoNOUR.l.:BLE Sm,-Finding myself again at liberty I have tbe 
honor dutifully to report to Your Excellency on the present 
situation of the District. 

In the first place I have to acknowledge the receipt of Your 
Excellency's very respected Letter of the 17th February in 
Duplicate, also 1.hose of the 21st and 26th :February, and now 
la tly that of the 23rd February by Major Abercrombie, to 
which I now humbly reply that by the immediate arrival of the 
Troops under command of Brigadier General Vandeleur, and hy 
the proper Route he has taken, the Malcontents Eeem generally 
dispersed. 

In pursuance of Your Excellency's pleasure I have gfren every 
~ 2D 
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poRsible publicity to the rroclamation of the 17th February. A 
proper accuracy shall be observed in the execution of Your 
Excellency's commands towarcls rcestal,lishing peace and main­
taining my authority, in which with the assistance of General 
Vandeleur I hope to succeed, and every circumspection shall be 
atlendecl to in case of hostilities being unavoidable. 

General Vandeleur has concerted with me the march to Bruins 
lloogte, where I hope to apprehend the authors of the Graaff­
Heinet Disturbances, a step which, to my sorrow, is required hy 
necessity, in orcler to secure future tranquillity; and in order the 
better to attain that object I tlo not think it improper to propose 
to Your Excellency that so long as those pernicious subjects are 
not secured the passage from Cape Town hither should be stopped, 
by which means the goocl Inhabitants will be olJ}iged to cooperate 
to clear this District from such Villains. 

In the mean while I cannot avoid recommending unto Your 
Excellency's peculiar attention the services rendered by the 
Detaclunent of Dragoons, ,rho, notwithstanding too small in 
number to act offensively, have a sisted me in an unwearied 
manner. Their matchless attachment both to my person ancl 
to His Majesty's :Flag entitles these brave Soldiers to this 
recornmentlation. 

The conduct of the Ilev. Mr. Ballot and the propriety of his 
proceedings towards averting evils ought also highly to be 
commended. 

In order no longer to interrupt Your Excellency's attention hy 
a detail of the disturbances which since some time l have ]Jecn to 
experience, I heg leave to lay before Your Excellency a ,Tournal of 
the principal ol:curn•nec!-1. Having &c. 
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Letter f,·oni BRIGADIER GE~ERAL VAXDELEUR to 
JonN BARROW, ERQRE. 

DROtiTDY, Marci! 27th 1799, 

MY DEAR Sm,-I have only just time to acknowledge the 
receipt of your letter of the 18th Instant from .Attaquas Kloof 
arnl to request that you will lose no time in marching to Vincents 
an hour and a half's ride from Gamtoos River. My reason for 
wishing you to advance so far is that at the Devil's Kop where 
you propose taking post (in case of necessity) you would not he 
able to give me any assistance, whereas at Vincents, by having a 
small Picquet at the road leading to the ford you not only com­
mand the pass from Zwartkops Bay into the Lange Kloof, but are 
also near enough to watch the motions of Heurter and in case of 
need by three or four days forced march may join me at Ferreira's 
or even in the Zuur Veldt. It is also a fine open country where 
cavalry can act if nec~ssary, and an excellent place for refreshing 
your Horses after the march. 

My only reason for coming to this place was to extricate the 
Landdrost from a state 0£ blockade, in which he had remained ever 
since Christmas day last. You may judge what the poor man's 
feelings must have been at seeing us after having remained so 
long with a halter about his neck. From what I can leari1 from 
Bresler we are likely to be embroiled with the Gaffers, for which 
reason may I request that nothing but absolute necessity or an 
order from me shall induce you to move from Vincents. The 
courtry between that and the bay is for the mo t part so close and 
intricate that I by no means j u<lge it prudent to commit Cavalry 
alone in it without some support from Infantry. The present 
disturbances seem to me to be of a nature which rec1uires 
immediate suppre~sion, otherwise there is no saying where they 
may end. The quantity of ammunition which the disaffected 
have contrived to get into their hands, added to the degree of 
system and regularity which has hitherto <lirer.ted their pro­
ceedings, convinces me that the game is a deeper one than was at 
first apprehended. I have therefore written to General Dundas 
for a reinforcement of 50 dismounted Dragoons and 50 Hottentots 

2 D 2 
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with a light Howitzer, being the only kind of Ordnance which can 
be of essential use in driving t.hem from their fastnes:-1es. I have 
also applied to Losack (who I suppose is by this time off 
Zwartkops Bay) to land an Officer and 30 Marines with some 
ammunition and stores until such time as the Troops arrive from 
t.he Cape. 

You may depend upon my communicating with you by letter or 
otherwise as often as possible. Make my Compliments to Smith 
and tell him I don't despair of hringing his engineering faculties 
into play before we get back to the Cape. Yours &c. 

(Signed) T. P. V ANDELEUR. 

P.S. At twelve o'clock this night we shall set out for Bruintjes 
Hoogte, after leaving a Garrison behind of an Officer and thirty 
l\1en. I wrote to General Dundas after my arrival here, therefore 
don't intend. writing again until something decisive has taken 
plact•. 

[Original.I 

h·icute Lille,· from MAJOR GENEHAL DUNll.\S to \VJJ,LIA,r 

llus1rn;soN, EKQRK 

CAPE OF nool) IIurE, 3ht ,llarrh 17!J[). 

1JEAR 1\fo. IIusKrssox,- As it is not my intention to i-eud home 
a public letter or Dispatch by the present opportunity, which may 
be with more safety deferred to a conveyance more certain, a 
mun of war which is expected to sail in the course of the month of 
April, I shall satisfy myself at this time with :wknowled,~ing the 
receipt of your letter datell the ~-11.h of l)ecembcr last, which 
ani\ed by the Diomede. 

The out.rage which was some time ago committed in the 
Di!-ltrict of Graaff-Heinet and the conduct of the persons concernc1l 
in it, who afterwards J>roceeded to confine the landdrost 1\fr. 
Bresler to his own house, depriving him of authority, renderecl 
it necessary for me to take such measures as were obviously 
necessary for sustaining that Magistrate in the execution of hill 
office and asserting the dignity of the English Oo.-ernment. 

It appears to me that the present. opport m1ity "hirh ha!\ 
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offered itself for establishing a lasting tranquillity in the distant 
parts of this Colony ought not to be lost, the District of Graaff 
Reinet having been already often disturbed with petty insurrec­
tions, from the repetition of which indeed with impunity very 
serious ill consequences might be expected, nothing less in my 
opinion than a rebellion throughout the Colony should Govern­
ment itself be so weak or timid as not at once to stop and punish 
the fast actors and promoters of Revolt. I shall transmit by the 
first opportunity a detail of the transactions which have taken 
place upon this occasion for the information of ]\fr. Dundas, like­
wise all letters and reports whether civil or military which have 
been received relative to the subject. 

You may depend upon it that it is not my intention to 
abandon my post at this critical period, though no doubt accidents 
and changes may take place so as to render my situation awkward 
and irksome to me. Should this place remain to the English at 
a Peace, a civil Governor of capacity, with others of sagacity, 
experience in business, and discretion would be necessary here, 
in order to new model the Government and settle the affairs of 
this important Colony, but at present, though the Dutch laws are 
in force, the Government is I may say purely military, and to 
attempt the introducing a new system under the uncertainty of 
the times would not be prudent, could not be relished by the 
people, on the contrary might create disgust and finally fail. 

If you shall think from what I have just said that I am 
ambitious of remaining here with the chief authority in my hands, 
permit me to declare that you do me an injustice, for there 
is not a man in Europe more desirous than I am of retiring into 
shade, which I am determined to do as soon as I can do it with 
honour. 

It is not necessary for me to trouble you longer at present, and 
believe me &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 
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[Copy.] 

List of Ships' Arrivals. 

Dat,,s Name of ~hip Where from .·ationallty 

1799 
Jan. 2a. Euridice Bengal English 

" 
27. Joaquim Mozambique l'ortu"UCSe 

" 
28. William and Henry Halem Amer~an 

J,'eb. 5. Wiuyan Madeira Do. 

" 
7 . Le Lionide Bourbon I<'renc h prize 

" 
10. Porto Farino Do. Do. 

" 
rn. Lisette Copcnhnp;en Dane 
2') Prince.~s Royal .ilfaria Elsinore Do. " 
~. 

" 
24. (horgina Ht. Helena English 

Mar. 5. Reroi•cry Bengal Au;eriean 
7. r'atharina I lam burgh Hamhurgh 

" 
11. ,lTargaret Anna Portsmouth English 

" 
11. 1'1irt Do. 

" 
11. Eliza Boston Americ:m 
l:J. Thomas Portsmouth English 

" 
20. Swift Chi11a ,\1ncrican 2,, JJanf!ulort· En~lantl English ~. 

" 
2:l. 8ral, by ('a,tlc Hom hay Do. 

" 
2:i. JJ1nmtJrk Bengal Jhnc 

" 
2fl . 'lhuulon Castle Englarnl English 

" 
2/l. ('arnntic On. no. 

,, 27. Oak Do. ])o. 

" 
:n. Sem/ra 11tis C'anton .American :n. 1 I i/l.,/w rou !I h 1•:nghuul English :n. f:;1rift Canton Amcrirnn 

[ Original.] 

Kutfrc ·i,i the Lo:110 • GAZI-.'rTE. 

At the Comt at Rt. ,Jame 's, the 3nl of April 17!)0, J>r •sent the 
King's Most Excellent l\fajl·sty in ( '01111cil. 

His ~lajesty having lieen plea ·1•cl to appoint the night Honor­
able Sir George Yonge, lhn·onl't, Kui.t:hL of the Hath, to he 
Governor mal Commander in Chief m arnl over tltl' ~l'ttlcment of 
the Cape of C:00<! Hope, in Routh AfriPa, "ith its Territories a11d 
Dependencies; he this Day took the Oaths appointed to be taken 
by the Governors of His Majesty's Plantation:,. 

' 

li 

 

 



Rrrords of flu Capr C'olony. 407 

[Copy.] 

Letter from JOHN BARROW, EsQRE., to MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS. 

LANGE KLOOF, OPPOSITE PLETTENBERG'S BAY, 3rd .April 1799. 

Sm,-Late last night I received the enclosed letter from 
General Vandeleur, in consequence of which I shall this morning 
proceed with the party along the kloof; in three days I hope 
to reach the posL he wishes us to occupy, from whence I shall 
immediately communicate with the officer commanding at Fer­
reira's. I am perfectly of his opinion that every means should 
be taken to suppress the rebellion which in every sense of the 
word now rages in Graaff-Reinet, and that every suspicious 
person should be removed from that District. There cannot exist 
a doubt that it has been fomented and abetted by persons in the 
Cape. The enclosed letters I took from a waggon which will 
follow them to Cape Town. They are vrritten by a man who 
to my knowledge three times refused to take the oath of 
allegiance and who according to information received by Mr. 
Bresler when last I was in Graaff-Reinet, furnished Buys and 
his Bandiiti with a Barrel of Gunpowder, for what purpose it 
is now pretty evident. The letters signify little; they are 
written under the idea that they would be inspected, for the man 
said he had orders from his master to give the letters to any 
Englishman that should ask for them; you will see howornr 
what sort of people his connexions are ; and they are par~icularly 
referred to a woman of the name of Kok for verbal intelligence 
which he dared not write. I shall keep a strict eye upon the 
writer, as the Brigadier recommends, until I have the honor to 
recui ve your or his further orders. I will only obserrn that 
I know the country arnl, if thought necessary, can easily march 
him to :Ferreira's or to the bay provided the Rattle;;nakc remains 
there. 

I would recommencl that the Fiscal should strictly examine 
the man who has the charge of Heurter's wa~gons. His name is 
Botha, and he is one of the bad set in 'it:;ikama against whose 
name Mr. Faure has maclc a cro. s. He also is referred to hy 
Heurter's fricncls for newti. He will l.Je in the Cape in the 
c;om·sc of] t or 1,i ,lay::; f'nrn1 licncL'. 
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The Brigadier by this time has run thro' Bruintjes Uoogte and 
the Zuurveld, and I have no doubt that ere this something has 
been done if the Boers have dared to make a stand, which however 
it is my opinion they will not have done, but that the whole party 
are either buried in the forests of Brushwood near the mouth of 
Kareeka, which is a most dismal den, or that they have betaken 
themselves into Kafferland. As that will most likely eventually 
be the case, I should think it advisable to convey to Graaff-Tieinet 
a quantity of sheet copper, beads, knives, &c., in order the more 
effectually to open a negociation with the King of the Kaffers 
should it be necessary to have his assistance, or at least to secure 
his friendship and neutrality. I have &c., 

(Signed) JOUN ll.\RROW. 

[ Original. l 
Letter from MR. ,JOUN HOLLAND to the RIGHT HONOURABLE HENRY 

DUNDAS. 

CAPE TowN, April 5th 1799. 

Sm,-It is with considerable concern I find myself under the 
necessity of troubling you on the subject of a difference of senti­
ment between His Honor the Lieutenant Governor and. myself the 
nature and extent of which will be best understood by a reference 
to a correspondence a copy of which I learn His Honor has trans­
mitted to you by the present occaAion. 

It has been contenued hy His Honor that the Cargo of the Ship 
.Angelique taken to the Eastward. and brought in here as prize for 
adjudication cannot, even to preserve the property, be Rold in this 
Colony consistently with the Order iu Council of the 28th 
December 17\.IG, and it has been humbly cunternleu on my part 
that the oruer above alluded. tu does not extend. to l)rize Goods, and 
that the wurus importation into and exportation from the Cape can 
be considered only in a MercanEile Sense. The Goverument having 
therefore opposeJ. the execution of the J.ccrees of the Vice A(lmir­
alty Court requiring the sales thereof, has given rise io other 
questions Lhat will upon ilte face of Lhe corre~pomlence fully 
appear. 
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You will perceive instantly, Sir, the magnitude of the question, 
and the necessity of a speedy decision upon it, for I can assure you, 
Sir, there is in this Colony and this Bay more than £100,000 
worth of property under similar circumstances that must inevitably 
perish if not suffered to be landed and sold during litigation, and 
much more of the same description may be expected from the 
present Cruizers to the Eastward of the Cape. 

The Ship A ngclique and her Cargo, the present subject in dispute, 
consists chiefly of Bale Goods ( except some European articles that 
are unaccountably also prohibited), but there are no other similar 
cargoes here for adjudication, nor are any such likely to be brought 
in, the Captures hitherto from the Eastward consisting chiefly of 
Coffees and Sugars from, the Mauritius and Batavia, the sales of 
which under the sanction of the late Governor Earl Macartney 
proved highly beneficial to this Colony both in a commercial and 
domestic point of view ; and the Duties paid to Government thereon 
were very considerable; and there is actually a Ship in Simon's 
Bay brought in under Danish colours, with an immense cargo of 
coffee and sugar that must absolutely perish if not landed during 
the period of litigation. 

I have thought ·t a duty incumbent upon me to transmit my 
correspondence with His Honor the Lieutenant Governor to the 
Lords Commissioners of the .A.dmirnlty, together with Office Copies 
of the :Minutes of Court, the Decrees and Marshall's Certificate 
thereon, and also Copies of Lord Macartney's Letters to Sir Hugh 
Christian on a similar point, and the letters that passed between 
the .Marshall of the Court and the Custom House Office;:s, so that 
every necessary information dependent on me will be fully 
supplied. 

I can assure you, Sir, I was most anxious to avoid even the 
appearance of a difference of opinion with His Honor the Lieu­
tenant Governor, and hoped that a personal interview might have 
excluded the nccrn;sity of a tedious correspondence. Disappointed 
however in this expectation I Rhall wait, Sir, with anxiety for such 
directions as His Majesty's Ministers may please to give on this 
important matter, repeating only that a speedy communication of 
their Sentiments is of tho utmost conc,equence to the present and 
all similar cases that may occur. I have &c. 

(Signed) ,T OHN HOLLAND. 
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[Patent Holl.] 

THE HIGHT HONORABLE Sm GEORGE YONGE, K.B., C:ovcrnor of 
the Cape of Good IIopc. 

George the Third by the Grace of God King of Great Britain 
ffrance and Ireland Defender of the £faith et To our Hight 
Trusty and wellbeloved Counsellor Sir George Yonge Baronet 
Knight of the Most Ilonoral.Jle Order of the Bath Ureeting 
Whereas we did by our Letters Patent under our Great Seal of 
Great Britain bearing date at Westminster the thirtieth day of 
Deceml.Jer one thousand seven hundred and ninety six in the thirty 
seventh Year of our lleign constitute and appoint Our Hight Trusty 
and night wellbeloved Cousin and Counsellor George Earl of 
Macartney of the Kingdom of Ireland Knight of the Most Honor­
able Order of the Bath to be our Captain General and Governor in 
Chief in and. over the Settlement of the Cape of Uood Hope in 
South Africa with its Territories and I>epen<lencies as also of the 
Castle thereof and all !forts arnl Garrisons erectml an<l establishe<l 
or which shall be erected or established within the . aid H •ttlement 
Territories and Dependencies for and during Our \Vill antl Pleasure 
Now know you that we have revoketl antl determined and by these 
presents do revoke and determine the said recited Letters l'atpnt, 

and every Clause Article and Thing therein contaiue<l and further 
know you that we reposing especial Trust and ConJidenl'e in the 
Prutlence Courage and Loyalty of you the said Sir Ueorge Yonge 
of Our especial grace certain knowledge and mere motion have 
thought fit to that end to constitute and appoint you arnl by these 
presents do constitute ::mu appoint you the sai<l Sir (1 eorge Yonge 
to he Our Go\·ernor and 'ommander in Chief in and over the ai1l 
Settlement of the Cape of Uood Hope in South ,\frica with its 
Territories and Depcmlencies as also of the ,mid a tlc and all 
!forts aml Garrisons erectecl arnl establishc<l or ,, hich hall be 
er •cted or established within the saicl f--Pttlemcnt '1\-niLories arnl 
Depentlencies for ancl <luring Our \Vill arnl Plea llr • ,\ml we <lo 
hereby require and command you our said <lovernor dming Our 
I'leasure to do and execute all Lhings in due manner that ~hall 
belong to your saicl Commanrl al\(l the Trnst we have n•110. etl in 
yon according Lo the several l'ow ·1 a111l llircctiuns granted 1,r 
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appointed you by this present Commission and the Instructions 
herewith given you or by such further Powers Instructions and 
Authorities which shall at any time hereafter be given and granted 
or appointed you under our Signet and Sign Manual or by Our 
Order in Our Privy Council or by us through one of our Principal 
Secretaries of State and our Will and Pleasure is that you the said 
Sir George Yonge do take the Oaths and subscribe the Declaration 
which by our said Instructions herewith given you are appointed 
to be taken and subscribed by you in such manner as therein 
expressed. And we do further give and grant unto you the said 
Sir George Yonge or to any person or persons duly authorized by 
you in that behalf full Power and Authority from time to time and 
at all times hereafter until we shall make further or other 
provision touching the same to administer and give the Oaths 
in an Act passed the ffirst year of the Reign of King George 
the ffirst entitled " An Act for the further Security of His 
Majesty's Person and Government and the Succession of the 
Crown in the Heirs of the late Princess Sophia being Protestants 
and for extinguishing the hopes of the pretended Prince of 
Wales and his open and secret abettors" as the same is altered 
and explained y an Act passed in the sixth year of Our 
Reign entitled '' An Act for altering the Oath of Abjuration 
and the Assurance and for amending so much of an Act of 
the seventh year of Her late Majesty Queen Anne entituled 
"An Act for the improvement of the Union of the two King­
doms" as after the time therein limited requires the delivery 
of certain Lists and Copies therein mentioned to Perr,ons indicted 
for High Treason or :Misprision of Treason to all and every such 
person or persons as you shall think fit who shall hold any 
place of Trust or Profit or shall at any time or times pass 
into the said Settlement or shall be resident or abiding therein 
except in the Case of Persons professing the Religion of the 
Church of Home or other Evangelic mode of worship than 
that of the Church of England .And ·whereas we may find 
it Convenient for Our Service that certain Offices or l'laces 
within the said Hettlemcnt should be fillell with Our Subjects 
observing other Evangelic mode of worship than that of the 
Church of England It is therefore Our Will and Pleasure 
that in all Cases where such persons shall or may be admitted 
into any ·uch Oflicc or Place the Oath prescriLcd in and 1,y 
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an Act of Parliament passed in the £fourteenth Year of our 
Reign entitled " An Act for making more effectual Provision 
for the Government of the J>rovince of Quebec in North America" 
And also the usual Oath for the due execution of their Places 
and Trusts respectively shall be duly Administered unto them 
in lieu of all other Tests and Oaths whatsoever .And wee do 
further give and grant unto you full Power and Authority from 
time to time and as often as you shall see occasion by yourself 
or by any other Person or Persons to be authorized as afore­
said to Administer and give the said Oath prescribed in an<l 
by the aforesaid Act of Parliament passed in the fourteenth 
Year of Our Reign entituled An Act for making more effectual 
provision for the Government of the Province of Quebec in 
North America To all and every such Person and Persons 
Professing the Religion of the Church of Rome or other mode 
of Evangelic worship different from that of the Church of England 
who shall • at any time or times pass into the said Settlement 
or shall be resident or abiding therein in lieu of the Tests and 
Oaths above directed to be given to them or any of them iu 
that behalf and we do hereby give and grant unto you the 
said Sir George Yonge by yourself or by your CaJJtains and 
Commanders to be authorized by you full power and authority 
to levy Arm Muster Command and Employ all Persons what­
ever residing within the said Settlement and as occasion shall 
serve to march them from one place to another or to embark 
them for the resisting and withstanding of all Enemies Jlirates 
and l{ebels both at Land and at Sea and (if it shall so please 
God) to vanquish apprehend and take them and being taken to 
cause execution to be done upon them according to Law or to 
keep and preserve them alive at your discretion and to execute 
Martial Law in time of Invasion or at other times when law­
fully it may be executed and to do and execute all and every 
other thing or things which to Our Governor and Commander 
in Chief doth or ought of right to belong according to the 
provisions which by this present Commission or otherwise we 
have made or shall make for the temporary Government of the 
said Settlement with its Territories and Dependencies during 
Our Pleasure And we do hereby give and grant unto you full 
Power and Authority when you shall see cause or judge any 
Offender or Offenders for Criminal 1\fallcrs or for any fines or 
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fforfeitures due unto us fit Objects for our Mercy to pardon all 
such Offenders and remit all such Offences ffines and fforfeitures 
High Treason and Wilful Murder only excepted in which Cases 
you shall likewise have power upon extraordinary occasions to 
grant Reprieves to the Offenders until and to the intent Our 
Royal Pleasure may be known therein And we do hereby require 
and Command all Officers Civil and Military and all other 
Inhabitants of the said Settlement to be obedient aiding and 
assisting you in the Execution of this Commission and of the 
Powers and Authorities herein contained and in Case of your 
death or necessary absence from the said Settlement if there be 
no person upon the place commissioned or appointed by us to 
succeed to the vacancy which might thereby take place in the 
Office of Governor within the said Settlement for the purpose of 
the temporary Government so intended by us to be provided 
during our pleasure as aforesaid Our Will and Pleasure is that the 
Officer for the time being Commanding our £forces in the said 
Settlement do take upon him the Power and Office of Governor of 
the said Settlement and execute this our said Commission and 
Instructions according to the several Powers and Authorities 
therein contained l'or and during Our Will and Pleasure and we do 
hereby declare ordain and appoint that you the said Sir George 
Yonge shall and may hold and enjoy the place of our Governor 
and Commander in Chief in and over the said Settlement of the 
Cape of Good Hope as also of all our £forts and Garrisons erected 
and established or to be erected and established in the said 
Settlement its Territories and Dependencies with all and singular 
the Powers and Authorities hereby granted unto you for and 
during Our Will and Pleasure Provided always that nothing in 
this present Commission contained or any Act which shall be done 
under the Authority thereof shall extend or shall be deemed or 
construed to extend to prevent us Our Heirs or Successors from 
making such further or other provision for the Government of the 
said Settlement its Territories and dependencies or any part or 
parts thereof at Our \Yill and Pleasure and as Circumstances may 
re<1uirc We meaning and intending fully and absolutely and to all 
intents and purposes whatsoever to reserve to ourselves our Heirs 
and Successors such and the same rights and powers in and over 
the said Settlement with its Territories and dependencies and 
every part thereof and the Government thereof and of every part 

 

 



414 Rl'!'or,ls of tlu ( ',, J'' l '()lony. 

thereof as if those pro ents had not been made any thing in these 
presents contained or any Law Custom Usage Matter or Thing 
whatsoever to the contrary in any wise notwithstanding In 
Witness et Witnesses et the sixth day of April in tho thirty 
ninth year of Our Reign. 

By Writ of Privy 'eal. 

[Original.J 

Ldlc,· frorn MAJOR GEKERAL Du:-rn.\s to the llrcnT IIo~oUR.\BLE 

lIEKRY Du:::rn.\s. 

CAPE OF Goon IloPE, Glh April 1799. 

Sm,-1 have tho honour to acquaint yon that on the 22nd of 
Mareh last Uis Majesty's Ship tho Diomede arrived in Table 
.Bay, hy which conveyance your letters Nos. 13 and 14, dated 
15th December 1708, like,viso those of tho 20th and 24th Decem­
ber, Nos. 15 and lG, addressed to the Earl Macartney, have been 
received, and I have tho honour to inform you that the several 
instructions contained in those letters lrnse 1Jeen duly attended 
to by me. I have the honour also to inform you that on tho 
25th ultimo the Hon'l.,lc East India Company's f-;Jiips the Car,wtic 
and Taunto,i Castle anchore<l in Table Bay, having on board of 
them the 88th Regiment of Foot arnl some Reeruits destined for 
Irnlia. 

This Regiment i , I am happy to say, perfectly healthy, not 
having lost any men hy death during their pa sage hither from 
l◄:urope ; a few only of the Hecrnits arc sickly, who were sunt 
on shore immediately upon their arrival, all of whom with a 
few exceptions it is hopecl however will be so far reeovere<l as to 
be ahle to re-embark in the eour. e of a few days, in order to 
proceed to their places of destination. 

On tho lGth of :February last intollicronco arrived hero from 
the District of Graaff lteinot that a hotly of Armeli Farmers luul 
forcibly stopped a waggon and rescued Auriaan van J aarsveld, 
a Prisoner escorted by two Dragoons arnl aceompanie<l hy the 
Secretary of the Landdrost of Uruaff Heinet, who was on his way 
lo Cap(\ Town with the said Yan ,l aar~veld in cu tody, "lw had 
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been apprehended in consequence of a Decree of the Court of 
Justice at the Cape. 

In coPsequence of this instance of Outrage and Violation of 
the Laws committed by some of the ill disposed Inhabitants of 
the l>i trict of Uraaff Heinet, who have avowed themselves to be 
Enemies to our Covernment, and upon whom the lenity shewn 
them by Lord Macartney as well as by Sir James Craig on 
similar occasions formerly appears not to have had any good 
effect, I determined upon instantly adopting upon this new 
occasion such measures as were requisite for apprehending and 
bringing to punishment the Actors and Instigators of the late 
violent and unlawful proceeding. Some strong and effectual step 
appearing to be not only necessary on account of public Justice 
but likewise in order to assert the authority and Honour of His 
Majesty's Government which would be speedily subverted should 
disonlerly conduct of the nature already mentioned be suffered 
to pass with impunity. 

I lost no time, therefore, in directing the march of a detachment 
of Cavalry joined by some armed Hottentots on foot to proceed 
towards the District of Graaff Heinet, and at the same time a 
Detachment of Imantry drawn from the Flank Companies of the 
91st Hegiment, with two small :Field pieces, were embarked on 
board of His Majesty's Sloops Star and Hope, which sailed 
immediately for Algoa Bay where the Infantry have been landed; 
the whole of the Detachment of His Majesty's Troops being placed 
under the command of Brigadier General Vandeleur, that Officer 
having received my instructions to endeavour to reinstate by 
means of the Military force under his command the Landdrost 
in his authority of wl1ich he had been completely deprived by 
the Insurgents, also to secure the persons concerned in the Revolt 
and to restore, if possible, within the Hebellious District a proper 
respect for the laws as well as quiet amongst the deluded In­
habitants. 

The Proclamation No. 8 and the several Letters and Papers 
marked o. 1 partly Civil and partly Military which accompany 
this Dispatch will suffi.ciently explain the Origin of the dis­
turbance in Graaff Heinet, its progress, and the events which 
have taken place in consequence of it, as well as what has been 
already done towards its suppression, consequently it is un­
ul'ccs~ary for rnP to trou hk you at present with a more dctaikd 
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account of this unfortunate and unexpected occurrence. It is 
sufficient upon this subject for roe to add that the hearty co­
operation and assistance I have derived from the Officers and 
others employed on this service in Graaff Reinet, with the success 
they have already had in carrying my instructions into effect, 
give roe no reason to doubt that their exertions will be fully 
sufficient to accomplish the obj£cts in view, and I trust it will 
be in my power to communicate in the next Dispatch, which I 
shall have the honour to send you oy the earliest opportunity, 
that the perfect restoration of tranquillity throughout the Colony 
has been attained. 

The Monthly Returns of His Majesty's Troops for February, 
March, and .April, No. 4, are inclosed, likewise the Embarkation 
Return of the 86th Regiment of Foot, which having been em­
barked agreeable to your orders sailed for Madras under convoy 
of His Majesty's Ship Braave on 19th :February last, and I have 
added to that Return No. 3, Duplicates of the Embarkation 
Returns of the several Corps which have Leen detached from this 
Garrison to India, the Originals of which last having been sent 
you by a former opportunity. 

It having been represented to me by Mr. Pringle, the East 
India Company's .Agent at the Cape, that pursuant to a Decree 
of the Court of Vice-Admiralty a Cargo of ·East India Goods had 
been landed here from a Neutral f-\hip and deposited in private 
warehouses in order to be sold contrary to the positive order of 
His Majesty in Council of the 28th of December 1796, I thought 
it proper for me to interfere so far as to direct that the Cargo 
of the ship Angelique which had been hrought in as a prize, but 
not yet condemned, should be put under the Seal of the Custom 
House, the said Cargo having been landed without the knowledge 
or sanction of Government, prohibiting at the same time the sale 
of any part of those East India Goods until it should he con­
siclered how far the disposal of any part of the Cargo of the 
Angelique could be permitted here consistent with the privileges 
of the Hon'!Jle East Inclia Company. 

I beg leave to lay before you No. 2, Copies of Letters from 
Mr. Holland, the Juclge of the Vice-Admiralty Court, to me, 
together with my Replies thereto, to enable you to judge of the 
nature of a Question which has arisen between him and roe upon 
the subject of the Angcliqur's Cargo, and l humbly submit to you 
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my op1mon that farther instructions are still necessary in order 
to ascertain how far the Powers and Privileges of the Court of 
Vice-Admiralty supersede the Order of Council with respect to 
the importation of India Goods which the Court conceive them­
selves to be entitled to order the landing and disposal of at 
pleasure, and I hope it shall be found after perusal of the cone­
spondence above mentioned that the steps that have been taken 
by me on behalf of Govermnent have been such as the per­
formance of an indispensable duty had required me to take. 

I have been prevailed upon to give permission to Messrs. Hogan 
and Tennant, Merchants of this place, to import from l\fozambique 
four hundred Negro Slaves, it having been represented to me by 
the Burgher Senate that Slaves are wanted in this Colony for the 
purposes of Agriculture, the demand for the number of labourers 
having increased in proportion to the consumption of the produce 
of the ground, and I was the more easily induced to consent to 
the Importation of a certain number of Slaves by l\Iessrs. Hogan 
and Tennant from the consideration that the late Governor Earl 
Macartney had already granted them his permission to import 
four hundred Slaves from the West Coast of Africa, which they 
had undertaken t<} do but had failed in the attempt. This 
conespondence is marked No. 7. 

As I consider the importation of Slaves to be a matter of some 
delicacy as well as perhaps of extreme national importance, it 
would be very convenient for me to possess particular Instructions 
upon that head, having every day applications made me for leave 
to import Slaves into this Colony, that Traffic being attended with 
great profits, but I have hitherto resisted every application and 
shall continue to do so until I am favoured with your particular 
orders and directions relative to that subject. 

A Lady of this Colony married to 11. Galliard, a French officer 
at present residing at the Mauritius, having been very urgent 
in her request that her husband might be permitted to come to 
this Colony, and this request from one of the first families here 
having been supported by the Fiscal and other Officers in His 
Majesty's service, who not only gave an unquestionable character 
of this M. Galliard, but became bound for his good behaviour, 
I found it impossible to resist sur,h pressing solicitations, and 
therefore gave a provisional permission until His Majesty's 
pleasure should be known hereon, upon condition that M. Galliard 
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shall upon bis arrival here be considered as a prisoner of war, 
subject to such restrictions as Government shall judge proper to 
prescribe, and to be sent back to the Isle of France if this act 
of indulgence should not be confirmed by His Majesty, or in any 
manner be forfeited by him; under which consideration I venture 
to request that you will obtain His Majesty's approbation to this 
indulgence. 

Your letter No. 13 in your last Dispatch having transmitted 
His Majesty's free pardon to the three seamen sentenced to death 
for various acts of mutiny on board of the Hon'ble Company's 
ship the Princess Charlotte, I assembled the Members that had 
constituted the Court of Piracy and before them read to the three 
men this gracious act of His Majesty's mercy, which was pro­
claimed as per the enclosed copy of the Proclamation issued 
upon the subject, and I am happy to add that the convicted 
persons received this pardon perfectly penitent and ,vith a grateful 
sense of His Majesty's goodnesR. 

An uncommon dry season has occasioned a failure in the fair 
promising crops of the last JI arvest, so that it fell far short of 
the general expectations, and we were about to experience a 
renewal of difficulties and want, which timely exertions have 
obviated for the present, and as it has repeatedly happened that 
under these circumstances and the considerable demand of Govern­
ment for forage for the cavalry, that the farmers have taken 
considerable advantages of our dependence upon them I have 
determined for the ensuing season not only to encourage the 
cultivation of Grain at the various Bays of this Colony, but to 
give notice to the Farmers living within the vicinity of tho 
Capital that I shall expect each of them to furnish a certain 
quantity of Grain according to their several means at a liberal 
price, and that until they have delivered or offered that stipulated 
<iuantity to Government that I shall not suffer them to bring 
any of their forage to market. 

In order to obtain supplies of Forage, Timber, and other Articles 
much wanted by Government I should consider it expedient and 
really beneficial that one or two small Vessels shoukl be on this 
station to be employed coasting for tho Civil Government of tho 
Cape, but on this subject I shall reserve a more particular detail 
by a future opportunity when better able lo give a clear statement 
relative to it. 
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The List of arrivals and departures of Ships which have touched 
at this setilement from the 23rd January to the 31st March 1799, 
No. 5, is herewith inclosed. 

Since the receipt of your Despatch I have not had time to 
enquire into the nature of Mr. Ross's claim as Agent for the 
Captors, but I shall appoint a Committee of competent Judges to 
minutely investigate the case, and shall act according to their 
report in conformity to your commands. 

The absence of Mr. Barrow, Auditor of Accounts, who has 
at my request been for some time engaged in the District of 
Swellendam in a manner extremely useful to the public and 
likewise satisfactory to me will prevent the transmitting by the 
present opportunity his reports of the produce of the different 
branches of the Revenue for the last quarter of a year ending 
31st March last, and shall therefore postpone any observations 
upon the subject of the Colonial Revenue until the next oppor­
tunity, when it will be in my power to send you Copies of 
Mr. Barrow's Reports, together with Custom House Books for 
the time just mentioned. The amount of the Revenue for the 
two last months I am happy however to inform you has increased 
beyond the expectalion which I mentioned in my last Dispatch 
to have entertained with respect to its improvement. I have, &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

[Original.] 

Extract from a Letter from A. BARNARD, EsQRE., to the 
RIGHT HONOURABLE HENRY DUNDAS. 

CASTLE OF Gooo HOPE April the 6th 1799. 

As General Dundas is forwarding you a detailed account of the 
Disturbance that happened at Graaff-Reinct some time ago, I 
shall merely say that I look upon the matter as completely at an 
end by this time, and I make no doubt but that the Principal 
Ringleaders are in our Power, as I do not think that the Caffres 
would allow them to remain amongst them. I am certain that 
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in the end this business will be attended with good effects, as it 
will settle the Peace of that part of the Colony, perhaps for ever. 
All the rest of the settlement is quiet and Happy. I have &c. 

(Signed) A. BAR:SARD. 

[Original.] 

Ldter from, Mn. JouN rm.·cr,E to \VrLLIA)1 IIusKISSON, EsQRE. 

CAPE OF Goon HOPE, 6th April 1799. 

Srn,-Since I bad the honor of last addressing you on the 
20th January I have l,een favorrnl with your Letter of the 21st 
December, whid1 requires no particular reply. 

I cannot sufliciently regret the Yery unpleasant Difliculties that 
retard the Sale of the Colonial Investment, but after repeated 
trials hy public Auction we absolutely can dispose of nothing, 
unless perhaps it were allowed to go at half Value. The Town 
is full of all kinds of Europe and Indian Commodities, and the 
:Merchants have in general neither inclination nor Capital to 
purchase faster than they sell, to these Causes must be adrled 
the disturbances that now prevail up the Country and which have 
pr •vented the :Farmers coming to Cape Town, as tI1ey usually <lo 
at this Season to provide them Rel ves with necessaries for the Year. 
This has been felt very severely hy all the Merchants, some of 
whom will probably he ruinc<l in Conse<1uencc. His Excellency 
General Dundas is well acquainted with all the pre ·e<ling Circum­
stances, and informs me that he writes particularly on the Subject, 
and indecu we arc really at a loss what is l1est to h, done. Some 
of the .Article.'i comprizing the Investment are not saleable at all, 
particularly the ails and some sorts of the Iron, the Dyers Goods 
arnl the Lead and Tin. The Copper and several other .Articles are 
only wanted in small Quantities at a time, and aUho they may 
sell it will require a length of time, during which i>eriod the 
Expence of Warehouse Rent is very heavy. 

Enclosed I have the honor to submit to you a Statement of 
those Articles that have been sold by public Ven<lu. Some few 
others have been disposed of hy private Agreement, such are 
ihe Leaden Pipes, some Blaukct at the Auction Price, arnl a few 
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thousand Pounds of Iron. The Coals that remained after the 
Fire, and which were considerably damaged, I am now directed 
by General Dundas to buy at a price which has been fixed by 
Arbitration (viz. Thirty Rixdollars per Chaldron) for the use of 
the Garrison, as the Inhabitants would not purchase them. They 
are not yet measured off, so I cannot say exactly what they will 
amount to. I was fortunate in having sold fifty-six Ohaldron to 
the Agent Victualler of the Navy before the Fire happened at 
fifty Rixdollars per Chaldron, which Sum I have received, and it 
does not stand on the V endu Roll. 

I hase again applied to General Dundas concerning the 
Remittance you desire on account of the Cartons, but as no 
Tidings have been received of these Articles he wishes to wait a 
litLlo longer before he determines what to do, in hopes they may 
still cast up. As the Sum is but trifling I flatter myself you will 
not find any inconvenience from the Delay. 

It would ir have afforded me very great Satisfaction had things 
turned out more favorably, consequently rendered my Corre­
spondence more pleasing, but I trust you will be persuaded that 
altho' I cannot command the State of the Market, I shall 
endeavour to avail myself of every opportunity that may offer of 
disposing of anything to advantage. I have &c. 

(Signed) JORN PRI~GLE. 

[Original.] 

J>rfrate Letta fro11i MAJOR-GE~ERAL Du. DAS to \VrLLI:Dt 

lIUSKISSON, ESQitE. 

UAP.IC oo Goon HOPE, 8th April 17!l!l. 

DEAR II SKISS0~,-The two letters from Brigadier General 
Vancleleur and Mr. Banow, copies of which I inclose, have this 
moment arrived, from the pcmsal of them you will be able to 
judge of the state of affo.irs in the distant parts of this Colony, 
and I request of you to communicate the contents of the letters 
to Mr. Dundas. I am much indined to believe what the Brigadier 
and Mr. Barrow conceive to be the case that some of the people 
here have been at the boLlmu of llte ])islnrbances in Graaff-Heinet, 
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for there are many of them disaffected towards us and at the same 
time the most treacherous and unprincipled men in the world. 

I hope and indeed I am certain that the intelligence of the 
Insurrection here cannot reach Europe in that season of the year 
in which it will be possible for the French or Dutch to steal out 
of their Harbours with a small Squadron and a few Troops, which 
in Winter it would be in their power to do, and the coast of this 
Colony is so extensive that it cannot be guarded so as to prevent 
the landing of such aid to the Rebels as may happen to arrive. 

Were it not for the expence which would be necessarily incurred 
by the East India Company, I should most assuredly detain the 
88th Regiment, at least until I hear further respecting the opera­
tions in Graaff Reinet. 

The ship is actually under way, consequently I must conclude, 
the Box being still open with the public dispatches sent home by 
the present opportunity, to which I refer you for information upon 
all particulars relative to this settlement. I am &c. 

(Signed) ]!'RANCIS DUNDAS. 

[Original.] 

Letter f1·oni Sm GEORGE YONGE to the RIGHT HONOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

STRAFFORD PLACE, 211h April 17!)fl. 

Sm,-lt appearing by the Earl Macartney's correspondence that 
a Representation hau heen maue by the Lutheran Consistory of 
the want of a Minister Lo serve the Lutheran Church at the Cape, 
I have had the honor of consulting with his Lordship on the 
subject, and having learnt that, agreeable to the uesire of the 
Consistory the Baron N agell had been uesireJ. to look out for a 
proper person, but that as yet nothing had been done, I hau an 
opportunity of sveaking to the Baron upon it, and was informed. 
by him that his endeavours hau been fruitless, and that he knew 
not of any person fit to be recommended. 

Under these Circumstances I thought it expedient to have 
recourse to the Baron Lenthe, the Hanoverian Minister here, and 
have the honor to enclose to yo11 Copies of the Letters whi<'h have 
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passed between us on the subject, since which I have had an 
Explanation from him of his Ideas as to what he supposes might 
be a sum sufficient to enable a proper Person to convey himself 
to this Country for the purpose of embarking for the Cape, and I 
find that the sum of £50 or £60 appeared to him to be adequate 
to that Purpose. 

I have therefore to request your approbation of my agreeing 
with Baron Leuthe that a sum to that amount will be furnished, 
for the purpose of enabling a proper person to convey himself to 
this Country for the purpose above mentioned, whenever a person 
can be found sufficiently qualified to deserve his recommendation, 
in the assurance of which the Baron will undertake to write to the 
supreme Lutheran Consistory at Hanover, to direct enquiry to be 
made for such a person and to report the result of such enquiries 
for the information of Government. I have &c. 

(Signed) GEO. YONGE. 

[Copy of Translation.] 

Letter from HERMANUS ENGELBREGT to JAN VAN ,VYK. 

May 11th 1799 . 

. DEAR Cousrn JAN VAN WYK,-These presents are to let you 
know that the Hottentots of the great river, by name Africaander 
with his men and some Bosjesmen more have this day, being the 
11th May, killed my son and a Bastard Hottentot and taken 
the Muskets, Waggons, and the whole of my Cattle and Sheep. 
I friendly request you will assist me with an Expedition to pursue 
and overtake my Cattle and that you will not leave me at a loss. 

I remain your loving Cousin 

(Signed) HERMANUS ENGELBREGT, senior. 
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[Copy of Translation.] 

Letter frorn JOIIANNES J. BOTHA to FIELDCORNET J. A. VAN WYK. 

May 14.th 1799. 

I let you hereby know that this day being 14th May a large 
gang of Hottentots provided with musquets and arrows have 
assaulted us on the road and taken away all my sheep and cattle 
and all what I had on the waggons, so that I with my family have 
now nothing left but the Cloaths we have on ; and haYe scarcely 
been able to save ourselves by flying on foot to Dirk Visagie's; 
we were not able to make any resistance as the gang was to 
appearance about 100 men strong ; I request you will assist me, 
ueing in an extreme want of food and raiment. I am Yours, 

(Signed) JOHANNES J. BOTIIA. 

[ Original.] 

Letta f rum Sm GEORGE Yo:GE to \VrLLIA,1 IIm,Krnso., Eslvrn. 

STRAH'OBD 1'1,ACE, May 11th 1709. 

Sir George Yonge presents his compliments to Mr. llm,kisson. 
He would not have given either himself or l\lr. Huski:-;son the 
trouule of calling yesterday or pressing to see him but that he had 
just received a letter from 8ir Hoger Curtis informing him that :-.ir 
George's baggage, whi1·h hail bec11 Sl'llt last week at his de ire, 
was all on 110:ml, a)](l that; his Ship was rea1ly for 8ea, urnl he 
was impatient lo 1leparl. 

Sir George also has reccirn1l all his Power:-;, I nstnwtions, arnl 
Orders from cYery oflic:c ex<"cpt ~Ir. D111Hlas's ollice, a)l(l having 
nothing more to wait for, certainly wishes to have his I nstruelions 
anu Dispatches fro111 that of11ce al o as soon as comenient. 

He sent an Oflieial Letter a fortnight ago to Mr. Dundas, but 
has no answer. He hears Troops arc sending Lo the Cape anu 
Transports fitting for them. Is it so? How many? 
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[Original.] 

Letter from MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS to the RIGHT HONOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, 14th May 1799. 

Srn,-In my letter of the 6th Ultimo which accompanied my 
dispatch No 3 I had the honour of informing you that in con­
sequence of a partial Insurrection which had taken place in the 
District of Graaff-Reinet it became necessary to detach a Body of 
Troops into that quarter, which was placed under the directions of 
Brigadier Vancleleur, and I am happy now to inform you the 
disturbances have been terminated without bloodshed by the 
judicious exertions of those employed to quell them; about one 
hundred and fifty of the Insurgents having surrendered themselves 
with their arms and ammunition on the 6th of April last to the 
Brigadier General, who in pursuance of my instructions seized 
the Ringleaders being a Band of dangerous turbulent men, the 
~nemies of all r tional government, who have frequently by 
misleading the ignorant Inhabitants of the distant country brought 
<:alamities upon this Colony. 

The steps which I have taken in the discharge of my public 
trust upon this occasion I may declare to you without arrogance 
have been attended with success, the prompt and effectual 
measures adopted in order to crush finally disorders ~hich have 
.so often prevailecl in the District of Graaff-Reinet and which 
the late Oovernment of the Dutch East India Company could not 
~t any time repress, have had the concurrence of the Inhabitants 
of the Colony at large, whose conficlence as well as security are 
now thereby increased, ancl I have much pleasure in assuring 
you that there is no well grouncled expectation of further 
<.lisq_uietude. 

The exact discipline and forbearance of every species of irregu­
larity in the several detachments of His Majesty's Troops which 
have compo~ed the Corps commanded by Brigadier General 
Vandeleur npon their tedious march towards the confines of the 
Colony reflect honour on the officers and men. Their good 
conduct whieh I lJeg leave to represent will I hope obtain His 
:Majesty's approbation, it has given me much satisfaction, and is 

 

 



426 Records of the Cape Colony. 

a circumstance of a nature to prove advantageous to our military 
character here likewise such as may be beneficial in other respects 
from the favorable sentiments it inspires. I have &c., 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

[Original.] 

Letter from MR. JOHN BRUCE to the RIGHT HONOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

INDIA OFFICE, WHITEHALL, 15th May 1799. 

Srn,-I herewith return the two Dutch Papers, one of which 
is addressed to you by Joh. de Frein, dated on board the Eagle 
Prison Ship at Chatham the 2nd Inst., the other is a Memorial 
setting forth the particulars in his case. 

The object of the letter is soliciting your permission to go on 
shore on his parole, or, if that cannot be given, your leave for 
his return to Holland, from which he has been absent during 
22 years; and if neither shall be granted, that he may be allowed 
to return direct, to Batavia. 

He grounds his application on the time he has been a J>risoner, 
viz. since the 21st of December 1797 ; and states that the other 
Dutch officers have been either permitted to go on shore on their 
parole or been allowed to return Lo Ilolland. 

He asserts that he was taken Jlrisoner in a eutral Port, 
and that he bas hitherto <lone nothing contrary to the Duty of 
an Officer. 

The Memorial states that he sailed from Batavia in February 
1797 in the service of the Dutch East India Company, that he 
carried a secret letter, which was not to be opened till his arrival 
off the Cape de Corentes, that on the 15th of May he anchored 
in the Bay de la Goa for the purpose of repairing the Damages 
he had experienced on tho voyage, at which port his ve Rel was 
taken possession of, and that he could obtain no redress from the 
Portuguese Governor, from whom he was refused a pasRage ; and 
that after four months he at last came to the Cape on hoard Liu' 
Fonthill, A. M. Day Master; that he was on hi· arrival oxamine,l 
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by Lord Macartney, who required of him to deliver up his secret 
Dispatches, which he informed his Lordship he had destroyed 
and that the contents were unknown to him ; that he was brought 
before the Fiscal or Chief Magistrate at the Cape who told him 
he knew the Contents of the Dispatches ; that he stated this 
circumstance to Lord Macartney, who informed him that unless 
he would inform him respecting the contents of the secret Instruc­
tions he must remain a Prisoner ; that, however, on a Mr. 0. de Wet 
becoming security for him he was permitted to go on his parole ; 
that he was permitted to take his passage on the Fonthill on paying 
£30, which demand, being a prisoner, he was unable to satisfy; 
that upon this his Slave and Cloaths were seized, which he was 
obliged to redeem by paying £30 ; that he appealed to Lord 
Macartney on the injustice of this proceeding, but received for 
fillswer that unless he would disclose the. nature and extent of 
these Dispatches he could obtain no redress; and that his Lord­
ship further added if I would not divulge the substance of the 
Letters I must remain a Prisoner. 

From the Papers ii appears that Lord Macartney thought it 
necessary to prevent his Return to Holland. I have &c. 

(Signed) JOHN BRUCE. 

[Original.] 

Letter Jro,n MR. JonN HOLLAND to the RIGIIT HONOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CAPE OJ!' Gooo HOPE, 20th May 1799. 

Srn,-Since my Leiter which I had the honour of transmitting 
to you in the month of January last, the remarks and information 
therein contained respecting the illicit encroachments on the 
Company's Trade has been fully justified in the case of an 
American that put in here for Refreshments, named the Eliza, 
Timothy Folger :Master, apparently bound from Madras to ew 
York, and sailed from this Bay early in March last. I have not 
the smallest doubt but that the whole or the greatest part of her 
Cargo, if not the Ship itself, belonged to English Subjects, at the 
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same time there is no absolute evidence of the Fact in this 
Settlement. 

Perhaps, Sir, if it should be thought expedient to invest the 
Vice Admiralty Court here with the same powers possessed by 
those in the East Indies and America, such cases as these might 
be got at, and the necessity of some effectual step being adopted 
becomes daily more evident. . . I have &c. 

(Signed) JOHN HOLLA...'W. 

[Original.] 

Letter from Srn GEORGE YONGE to• WILLIAM HusKISSON, ESQRE .. 

STRAFFORD Housi:, Jl,fay 22, 1799. 

Srn,-In consequence of the Representation transmitted to me 
by Lord Macartney from the Superintendent of the Botanical 
Garden at the Cape (Mr. Barrow) a gardener has been fixed on to 
fill up the vacancy there, who seems very well qualified to fill it, 
and has accordingly prepared himself to go with me. But he has 
just represented to me that not having any means of his own, he 
is unable to equip himself without assistance, and has requested 
an advance of £50 for that purpose. His appointment on the 
Establishment will be 500 Dollars per annum, and it seems very 
reasonable to make him the advance he desires. I must therefore 
request the favour of you to do it, as Agent to the Colony, which 
appears to me the most proper channel of doing it. 

The Ships being nearly on the point of their departure there is 
no time to lose, and I wish him to be supplied with this as soon 
as possible. I would therefore be glad to know where and how he 
may apply to obtain what is necessary for hi1,1_1 before he embarks, 
as he tells me he has some private affairs which he must settll} 
before he can embark, which I think very likely. I am &c. 

(Signed) GEO. YO!iGI:. 
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[ Original. J 
Letter from thr. EARL OF MACARTNEY to WILLIAM 

HusKrssoN, EsQRE. 

429 

CURZON STREET, May 27, 1799. 

DEAR Sm, ... When Defreyn was prisoner at the Cape he 
was considered as so dangerous a person that, altho entitled as an 
officer to his parole according to the regulations, I would not allow 
it to him till Mr. 0. de Wet, the President of the Court of 
Justice, offered to become security for his good behaviour. He is 
still a prisoner of war, and I conceive it for the British Interest 
both at the Cape and in India that he should continue so during 
the War, as he is extremely intelligent, bold, active, and perfectly 
well acc1uainted with the Coasts and navigation of most parts of 
the East. Very humbly Yours, 

(Signed) 

[Copy.] 

PROCLAMATION 

MACARTNEY. 

By J\.fAJOit GENERAL FRANCIS DUNDAS, &c., &c. 

Whereas I have judged it expedient for the better maintenance 
of police and good order to form Simon's Town into a Ward, I do 
hereby give notice to all whom it shall concern that I have 
appointed Mr. John Henry Roselt to be sole W ardmaster for 
Sirnonstown ; and that no one may plead ignorance of their 
several duties relative to this appointment, I not only herewith 
1mblish my general Instructions to the \Vardmaster, but have 
directed a Copy thereof to be furnished to each Family residing 
in 8imon's Town, viz. : 

Instructions for the JVardmastcr in Simon's Town. 

Article 1st. 

The Wardmaster is to be appointed by Government, and to be 
a person residing in Simon's Town ; he shall serve in the office of 
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W ardmaster for the space of three years, unless Government shall 
judge it expedient to release him from it before the expiration of 
that time. The Inhabitants of Simon's Town are to pay proper 
respect to the W ardmaster, who must not be disregarded, much 
less injured, by them in the execution of his duty, the penalty of 
any such misconduct to be a fine or Imprisonment . 

.Art. 2nd. 

In order to make his house known to the public, the Ward­
master is to place on the outside of the same a small square 
.Board, with the word W ardmaster thereon, or to have that word 
painted on his door post in a conspicuous manner. 

Art. 3rd. 

The duty of the Wardmaster shall chiefly consist in keeping an 
accurate List of all the Houses in Simon's Town, of the families 
and persons inhabiting the same, and of their means of livelihood; 
and also of :Foreigners residing therein, of all nations whatsoever. 

Art. 4th. 

In order to enable the Ward.master properly to frame such list, 
all the Inhabitants are to give an account of themselves, either 
personally or in writing to him, within 14 days after the date of 
the present Proclamation on penalty of 20 Rixdollars to be shared 

One third to be at the disposal of the W ardmaster, 
One third to the Burgher Treasury, and 
One third to the :Fiscal 

for every Individual whom the said Inhabitants shall have 
secreted. 

Art. 5th. 

The W ardmaster, after having framed his List, is from time to 
time to register therein those that having resided in Simon's Town 
remove from it, as well as those who come there to reside, which 
list is annually on the last day of December to be delivered to 
Government. 
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Art. 6th. 

In order to enable the W ardmaster to execute the foregoing 
Regulation every Inhabitant arriving in Simon's Town or removing 
out of it is within 10 clays to give notice thereof to the Ward­
master, on penalty of 10 Rixdollars to be shared as before 
mentioned. 

Art. 7th. 

Any W ardmaster not attending to those Regulations shall forfeit 
fiO Rixdollars, to be shared between the Fiscal and the Burgher 
Treasury. 

Art. 8th. 

Every Inhabitant in Simon's Town is immediately to give 
notice to the Wardmaster of any :Foreigner coming to live with 
him, although only for one night, and also of his departure or 
removal, on penalty of 15 Ilixclollars, to be forfeited as above, for 
every such offence. 

Art. 9th. 

The W ardmaster is to keep an exact List of all the Foreigners 
who may arrive in Simon's Town, and to send a Copy thereof to 
the Fiscal at the end of every month. 

Art. 10th. 

The W ardmaster is not to allow any person to remain in Simon's 
Town as a Schoolmaster or Servant, -or upon any other pretence, 
without such person being provided with a regular passport from 
the Secretary of Government or from the Fiscal. 

Art. 11th. 

Rhould the W ardmaster have reason to think that any dangerous 
or suspicious person or persons reside in Simon's Town, he is to 
give notice thereof to the Commanding Officer, that the Com­
manding Officer may be enabled to act in that respect as he may 
judge to be most proper, agreeable to the Orders he has received 
from Government. 
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Art. 12th. 

The Wardmaster is immediately on entering upon his office to 
,give every one of the Inhabitants in Simon's Town a number to be 
painted within 48 hours in a conspicuous manner on his house, as 
in Cape Town. 

Art. 13th. 

The W ardmaster, in the event of any murder, theft, or similar 
occurrence, happening in Simon's Town, is immediately on his 
being informed thereof to give notice of the same to the :Fiscal. 

Art. 14th. 

The \V ardmastcr is to sec that the Street in Simon's Town be 
"kept clean and in order; ancl each Inhabitant is to cause the Road 
or Street before his House to he cleaned at least twice a week, 
that every nuisance may be removed ; and the \Var1lma ·tor is in 
that respect to act as is prescribed in the l!ith Article of the 
Instructions for the W arclmasters in Cape Town. l'articular 
attention to be paid hy the \Vanlmaster in enforcing the Onlers 
relative to the Slaughter Houses in 8irnon's Town, to compel the 
Proprietors thereof to keep them as clean as 1>0ssiLlc, in order to 
prevent any inconvenience or sickness which might arise from the 
cleanliness of the Slaughterhouses licing disrngarded. 

Art. 15th. 

The Wardmaster is authorized from time to time when it may 
become necessary to cause the' PulJlic Road in Simon's Town to lie 
repaired and for that purpmm to rc11uire of the InhaLitants ca.ch 
accordi~g to his aliility, some Slaves and the necessary Tools ; 
and the Inhabitants, being properly called upon for that purpose, 
shall lie bound to oLey, on penalty of 25 ni.xdollars in case of 
neglect. 

Art. 1Gth. 

The W ardmaster is strictly to observe the Orders or requisitions 
he may receive from Government, the Court of Justice, or the 
Fiscal. 
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Art. 17th. 

As a Compensation for the trouble which the W ardmaster is to 
take in behalf of the public, it is hereby declared that he is to be 
exempt from paying any Taxes of Poll money and Assessment 
money, and that he moreoYcr shall have the rank of Commis­
sioners of Civil and Matrimonial Matters, should he not hold a 
higher rank already from some other Office. 

The W ardmaster is to take the following Oath : 
" I promise and swear to be faithful and bear true allegiance to 

His Majesty George the Third, by the Grace of God King of Great 
Britain, France & Ireland, Defender of the Faith, &c., &c. ; that I 
will faithfully and diligently observe my duty as prescribed in my 
Instructions; and that I will generally conduct myself as it 
becomes a pious and faithful W ardmaster, and that I shall not 
omit so to do either for love, hatred, or for any other reason or 
consideration whatever. So help me God Almighty." 

Given under my Hand & Seal at the Castle of Good Hope, this 
27th May 1799. 

(Signed) J<'1uscrs DmmAs. 

roffice Copy.] 

Letter jr01n the WAR OFFICE to Sm GEORGE YONGE. 

DOWNING STREET, 30th May, 1799. 

Srn,-I have the honor to transmit herewith His Majesty's 
Commission and Instructions to you as Governor and Commander 
in Chief of the Settlement of the Cape of Good Hope, together 
with such I>apers ancl Documents as arc therein referred to, for 
yom guidance and information. 

[ Office Copy.] 

Lrttcr from the WAR OFFICE to Sm GEORGE YONGE. 

DOWNING STREET, 30th ],fay, 179!l. 

fim,- Jlis Majesty's commands respecting the appropriation of 
all Fees and Perquisites received having been signified to your 

II. 2 F 
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Predecessor, it is only necessary for me to inclose to you a Copy 
of the Instructions given to him on this subject, and to acquaint 
you that the regulations therein prescribed are on no account to 
be deviated from, unless you shall receive hereafter special 
authority to allow of a different appropriation, except in the single 
instance of the Judge of the Vfoe Admiralty Court, who has 
received permission to take the usual Fees as a pat t of the Salary 
of that Office. It is scarcely necessary for me to add that such a 
proportion of all Fines and Forfeitures or of any other Perquisites 
as were appropriateu to the use of the Governor under the Dutch 
Government are in like manner to be cairieu to the account of the 
Fee Fund. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter ftoni the WAR OFFICE to Sm GEonm: YONGE. 

DOWNING STREET, 30th 11,fay, ]799. 

Srn,-As you are now in possession of His Majesty's In­
structions, and the Ship appointed for your conveyance to the 
Cape being nearly ready, I think it right, with a view to prevent 
the possibility of any mistake, to state to you in this separate 
letter the substance of the Ideas which have already been com­
municated to you in Conversation on some points connected with 
your situation as Governor, and the authorities and duties arising 
out of it. 

The Allowance or Salary which you are to draw and to receive 
as Governor and Commander in Chief of the Cape of Good Hope 
is to be at the rate of £10,000 per annum sterling money. The 
Lieutenant Governor, the Public Secretary, and all other officers 
sent out from this Country, and holding Employments on the 
Civil Establishment of the Colony are to remain upon their 
present Salaries and Allowances, as they have been fixed anu 
approved of by His Majesty, and without any alteration whatso­
ever, unless previously authorized by special Instructions from 
this Country. 

The highly meritorious manner in which the Duties of all 
offices in the Civil and Revenue Departments have been discharged 
by the persons appointed hy Lord Macartney, arnl now holdin~ 
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them under His Majesty"s approbation, req_uires in justice to their 
past services that they shoulu not be deprived of them, unless 
His Majesty's pleasure to that effect shall be notified to you by 
the proper Department in this Country; but you will be at 
liberty to suspend from his Functions any Officer (the Lieutenant 
Governor and public Secretary excepted) whose conduct you may 
disapprove and iu that case y,m will take the earliest opportunity 
of reporting the motives which may have induced you to take 
such a measure, in order that the case may be considered and a 
proper decision taken upon it in this Country. 

Yon are to be allowed two Aides de Camp, with ten shillings 
per day each, to be paid on the Civil Establishment of the 
Colony. 

All Salaries and Allowances are to be reckoned and paid in 
Sterling money at the highest exchange. 

As you will receive Instructions from the Lords Commissioners 
of the Treasury relative to the Management of the Civil Revenue 
of the Colony, the mode of collecting it and accounting for the 
same to their Lordships as well as with respect to the appropriation 
of any surplus that may remain after defraying the Charges of the 
Civil Establishment, I shall not call your attention to any of 
these duties, the discharge of which no less than of every other 
function belonging to the Government will be rendered more easy 
to you by auhering, as nearly as Circumstances and your In­
structions will permit, to the Forms and Regulations established 
and enforc~d by your predecessor. 

As many serious Inconveniences may arise from the too great 
or improper Concourse of Foreigners and particularly of French 
and J)utch to the Cape, you are to be rarticularly watchful of 
such, and permit none not thereto belonging before the Capture 
and not included in the Capitulation, to establish themselves 
there without their being authorizell by a Licence signed by the 
proper officer here in England, or where you shall see other good 
cause for granting such permission. 
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[Office Copy.] 

Letter from the WAR OFFICE to Sm GEORGE YOXGE. 

DOWNING STREET, 30th llfay, 17!)!). 

Srn,-His Majesty having been graciously pleased to grant to 
the Earl of Macartney, on account of his long, faithful, and 
meritorious services, a Pension for his life of Two Thousand 
Pounds Sterling per annum, I have it in command to signify to 
you His Majesty's Pleasure that you should pay or cause to be 
paid out of the Revenues of the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope, 
to the order of the Earl of Macartney the said sum of Two 
Thousand Pounds Sterling per annum, by quarterly payments, at 
the highest rate of exchange, in the same manner as the Salaries 
of the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and other Officers have 
been usually paid and discharged by the Civil Paymaster, ihe 
said Pension of Two Thousand Pounds per annum to commence 
and bear date from the 20th day of N ovcmber last, being the clay 
on which the said Earl of Macartney resigned the Government of 
the Cape of Good Hupe. 

[Original.J 

Prfratc Letter frutn Sm GEORGE YONGE to WILLIAM 

HUt,KISSON, ES(l]tE. 

HTRAFFORD l'LAOE, June 3rd 179!). 

DEAR Sm,-I received the Instructions Saturday evening. 
Those from the Treasury are not yet come. I have lcokecl over 
the Papers and Instruct10ns, but do not find in them or in any 
Letter accompanying them anything relative to the commencement 
of my Salary. I understood indeed from you it was to commence 
from the date of the Sign Manual, which I think wa the :3:3rd 
March. But I find in Lord Macartney's Correspondence this 
point was expressly settled in a Letter from Mr. l>nntlas to him 
prior to his departure, arnl for fear of making any mistake I could 
wish to have a similar letter settling it for me. I am &c. 
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[ Copy of Translation.] 

l,ctlcr from lhELDCORNET J. A. VAN 1VYK to the Landdr01;t 
of Stellenbosch. 

HANTAM, 4th June 1799. 

Srn,-These are to report to you the Murders and Robberies 
committed in my District, to wit the 11th of May Jacobus Engel­
bregt Hermanusz was murdered by the Ruffian A.fricaander who 
also murdered a Bastard Hottentot by name Jan Tutties and 2 
Slaves, and stole 2 waggons and 1200 Sheep and Goats and 
almost 300 head of Cattle, taking likewise with him all what was 
found on the said waggons. A.11 the aforesaid belonged to the 
said Engeluregt. 

The 14th of 1\fay the said Africaander with his Gang murdered 
a Hottentot belonging to Gerrit du Toit, and robbed the waggons 
belonging to the said Du Toit, Johannes Botha, and the widow 
Peter Theron, and took away all their Cattle consisting of 2500 
Sheep and Goats it_nd 14G head of Cattle and 3 horses. 

According to the Heports by the said Inhabitants Mricaander's 
Gang consisted of 100 men, so that they scarcely were able to 
save their lives. 

The lGth May I ordered an Expedition to pursue those 
llobbers. 

The 17th May the said Expedition marched, but from the 
·weakness of the Horses and more especially from the unwilling­
ness of the men, could not overtake the Robbers, so that the 
HolJbers with two waggons, all the clothes and the things that 
were on those ,rnggons, 3700 Sheep and Goats, 4-!G head of Cattle 
and 8 horses and three muskets have safely reached the Great 
Hiver, being the Ruffian A.fricaander's Haunt. 

I therefore am to request you will please to assist me towards 
effecting an Expedition that those Ruffians may at length be 
extirpated ; and as the Inhabitants of this district are not 
numerous enough for such an Expedition, I am further to request 
you will order the fieldcornets from Riebeek's Castle hitherwards 
to assi.'t me with their men : to wit Johannes Petrus Marre at 
Hiebeek's Castle, together with those of Four and Twenty Rivers, 
Piquet Bergen, Elephants River, as far as those of the Bidouw, the 
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Cedar Bergen, and the Under Rogge veld ; and that you will please 
to apply to His Excellency for 200 lbs. Gunpowder and 400 lbs. 
Lead for that Expedition, and to forward the Ammunition to me 
from :Fieldwachtmeester to l!'ieldwachtmeester, which mode of 
conveying will then cause little trouble for each of them, as the 
Draught Oxen are at present unable to go a great distance. I 
therefore request you will thus convey the Ammunition to me if 
possil.Jle; because if that Expe<lition should not be effected no 
person could continue to live here, as the Gang of Ruflians will 
always increase. Has Africaander now been attended with 10, 
he next time will surely be followed by 100, owing to his lrnviug 
lately succeeded so well. 

I farther request that if you will forward to me in the aforesaid 
manner the Ammunition, you will let me have it at the com­
mencement of August, as I then intend to march, lest summer 
should overtake me. 

The Field Cornet Jacobus Gideon Louw as soon as he shall l1ave 
done ploughing shall wait on you in order to receive your 
commands on the subject, but I rn<1uest you will not delay the 
sending me Gunpowder and Lead. 

ln which Expectation I beg leave to recommend myself into 
your protection, and to be &c. 

(Signed) JoII.\NNES A. VAN "\VYK, field Cornet. 

[ Copy.] 

l,cttcr from thr L1u11ldrost of Stcilcnuosch lo 
MAJOR UE~EltAL DtJNllAS. 

STELLENDO:J<:ll, 20 Jw,e 17!H). 

HONORABLE Sm,-1 have the honour to inclose to Your Ex­
cellency Three original Letter , stating several families lo have 
been murdered and robbed by a certain Uang of vagabond 
Hottentots and Bosjesmeu led by a certain universally kno\\ n 
lto.,ue an<l Mur<lerer by name Africaan<ler who lonrr siuce has o n 
deserved Jeath for several Crimes Ly him committed . 

. From which Letters iL will also appear to Your Excellency that 
the lnhal>itanis apply for assistance and Gunpowder a11<l Lead. 
l therefore under Your .Excellency's ~\ pprobatio11 au<l :-;pecial 
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Commands which I herewith solicit shall again cause an expedition 
to march to attack and to apprehend those Murderers and Robbers, 
but as they are wanting Gunpowder and Lead, I could wish to be 
informed what quantity Your Excellency thinks necessary should 
1.Je furnished to them, and where that Ammunition 1s to be obtained 
in order to be delivered to the Expedition. 

In Expectation of being honoured with a speedy answer, I 
have &c. 

(Signed) R. J. v. n. RrnT. 

P.S.-1 have ordered the Express to stay for the answer, that I 
may be enabled speedily to execute Your Excellency's Commands. 

[Copy.] 

PROCLAMATION 

By MAJOR GENERAL FRANCIS DUNDAS, &c., ,fc. 

Whereas the late unfortunate renewal of rebellion in the distant 
parts of this Colony appears evidently to have originated from the 
malevolent designs of some seditious persons in Cape Town, who 
by their writing and conversation encouraged a few of the turbulent 
F::irmers of Graaff Reinet to take up arms against their lawful 
Sovereign, which, but for the timely exertion of the King's :Forces 
a.nd the humane judicious proceeding of Brigadier General Vande­
leur, would have involved the deluded Inhabitants of those 
Districts into inevitable ruin, I have therefore judged it expedient 
and necessary for the purpose of more firmly restoring and 
rendering permanent the public peace, the tranquillity, safety and 
happiness of the industrious Inhabitauts, to remove the source of 
these disturbances. 

The discovery of the origin and cause of these unfortunate 
disturbances has re1ulered it necessary for me to adopt immediate 
measures uf strict precaution with some of the Inhabitants of this 
Culuuy, whom my duty to my Sovereign and to his good subjects 
here has obliged me to order out of the Colony. They are 
iherefuru to realize their property, and to go to those Countries 
wlwre their J_Jrinciples and curnluct are more suitable to the 
cuusLauL state uf turbulent changes which they have so improperly 
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endeavoured to excite in this Colony, where the lives, the property, 
the liberty and happiness of the subjects are secured by permanent, 
just, and equitable laws. 

And whereas I have the happiness and tranquillity of the well 
disposed Inhabitants of this Colony much at heart, I do thus 
pul>lickly takP. the present opportunity of putting them on their 
guard against the malevolent and turbulent conduct, writings, and 
conversations of these unprincipled men, who have so lately 
succeeded in deluding some unfortunate victims of their designs 
to attempt open rel>ellion; whilst at the same time I herewith 
givr~ most serious warning to all such <listurl>ers of the public 
tranquillity that henceforth their conduct will Le very strictly 
watched, and that the least seditious attempt of misleading or 
deluding any of the InhaLitants by spreading false reports, or 
otherwise, will immediately subject them to military Execution. 

Given under my Hand & Seal at the Castle of Good Hope this 
:!0th day of June 17UO. 

(Signed) 

------

[ Original.] 

l'rii:atc Letter J,·oin Hrn GEORGE Yo:\t.I, to W!LLLDI 

liuSKISsox, ES(lHE. 

lIA~JP'fO!,' Cour1T, June 301/t 17!!9. 

1>1:.ut Hrn,-I hope the correc:tion of the Treasury In. tructions 
will not 1,e left entirely to l\fr. Hose, for I take that correction not 
to suit his wishes, and therefore he is not to 1,e trusted. Jn all 
events I shall wish them submitte1l l<> l\fr. Dundas before they 
are SPttle<l, and 1 am sure lw ,, ill see the Business is properly 
done. 

I have ti1nc to mention to you, for l\fr. l)u!l(las's information 
that I haYe seen Col. King, who seemR to me more of a J•'armcr'. 
which indeed I understand he was bred to, than a Military man, 
tho he may be a good OfTiccr too, and he is ,cry jealous of 
l)uckilt's going out to try hi!'l skill, an1l insists upon it that 
l >uckitt, cannot n1HIL•r:.;tan11 this so well as he doe,-, a1Jd that he is 
mu<,;h the fittest to engage in ,;uch an undertaking. 1 harn aLo 
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seen Duckitt, who does by no means acquiesce in Col. King's 
judgment of him, at which he is most indignant, and insists upon 
being put to the Tryal. He is indeed eager to undertake it, but 
wishes first to settle some Terms, which I told him must be done 
with Mr. Dundas. These once settled, he is ready to go with all 
his Implements of Husbandry, Workmen, and Skill whenever 
Mr. Dundas pleases, and I have promised when I once understand 
he is to go to give him all due encouragement, and to make all 
proper Preparation for his coming. I wish Mr. Dundas to know 
this, that he may be prepared if Duckitt calls on him, and shall 
be glad to know if he has any commands on the subject. I 
am&c. 

(Signed) GEO. YONGE. 

f Original.] 

Private Lcttrr from Sm GEORGE YmrnE to WILLIAM 

lIUSKISSO~, ESQUE. 

IIAMPTON COURT, July 8th 1799. 

DEAR Srn,-1 find it necessary to trouble you on a Point which 
I wish to consult you upon, namely the expence of my conveyance 
to the Cape. I always understood that the expence of a Governor's 
conveyance was defrayed by Government in one of two ways, 
either by defraying the charge of a ship (say an Indiaman) to be 
freighted for the purpose of conveying him, his Baggage, and Suite, 
or else by the appointing some Ship of \Var for this service, which 
should convey him grritis, being allowed a certain sum from 
Government for that purpose. On the present occasion I was 
given to understand that the latter mode was to be adopted, and 
the Lancasta was destined for this service, but upon enquiry of 
Sir George Curtis and of the Captain, I have learnt that tho this 
is destined in this way, yet that Government itself has so loaded 
the Lancaster with Publick Stores, Spars, Bullion, and other 
articles, that the very small part of my Baggage which could be 
taken on Board was with difliculty received and made room for, 
so that I have been obliged to get a conveyance for the chief of 
my Baggage and Suite on board merchant ships destined for the 
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Cape at my own expence and that to a considerable amount, indec(l 
almost the whole of it, having been made acquainted that as to 
Persons there could be Room on Board the Lanca~tcr for no more 
than myself and two Aides de Camp and two Servants, and even 
this with some Difficulty, and only Ilaggage in Proportion, so that 
the conveyance of all the rest has been left to me to proYi(le as I 
could. I haYe been and am unwilling to make any Difficulties, 
and therefore I have engag;id a passage acconlingly for my 
Baggage and Suite on Board two Ships destined for the Cape, and 
which will go under convoy of the Lancaster, namely the Queen 
and the Amelia, which are now in the Downs waiting for a wind 
to carry them round to Portsmouth. But the ex pence of this to 
me will I assure you be very considerable, I should suppose not 
much less than £1,000, but this I understand cannot be ascer­
tained till their arrival at the Cape. However, as this has be1ein 
not by my own choice but compelled to it from the circumstances 
I have stated, arising out of what Goverument itself has done to 
create this necessity, I wish to know whether on a statement made 
of the expence, when it can be ascertained, an allowance may not 
be made me for it, or whether I shall not be justified in charging 
it as a contingent expence as soon as it can be known what the 
amount is, on my arrival at the Cape. Certainly it appears to me 
that since Government must have paid the expence of their own 
Stores if sent by a I>rivate Ship, and by saving this on board 
the Man of War have in fact put me to this expence, which [ 
should not otherwise have been exposed to, it is but reasonable I 
should be reimbursed. But I know the Delicacy of Government 
about money, and am unwilling to urge anything at present that 
may alarm and look at all like any desire to do what I do not, 
really mean, or wish. I very much desire your opinion upou 
those circumstances and your adYice what is best to be done, cithm· 
now or in due course of time, at a proper opportunity. 

I should have come to Town and called upon yon, but having 
desired that whenever the summons for departure comes, it may 
be sent to me at this place, I am unwilling to be absent, especially 
as I am here so far on my ltuad Lo Portsmouth, which I can rm.ch 
from hence in six: or seven Hours. I shall therefore be much 
obligL><l to you for your sentiments upon this subject, an<l am &c. 

(, 'igncd) 
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L Copy.] 

PHOOLA::\fATIO:N" 

By MAJOR GENERAL :FRANCIS DUNDAS, &c., cC:e. 

Whereas the Bur~her Senate have represented to me that the 
pr~;;ent custom of selling or transferring of Houses in the Cape 
Town without their knowledge occasions irregularities and diffi­
culties in the collecting of the annual assessment for their Treasury, 
ancl in or<ler to remove such <lifficnlty these Magistrates haying 
propose,l that every person transferring or selli1111 their House or 
\Varehouse in the Cape Town shall girn a written notice thereof 
to the Secretary of the said Burgher Senate immediately upon 
such Transfer or Sale being made, I, fully acquiescing in the 
expediency and propriety of the proposal, do hereby order and 
direct, and it is hereby orderetl and directed, that henceforth all 
Sales or Transfers of any Buildings in the Cape Town liable to 
asse sment shall immediately be reported in writing to the 
Secretary of the Burgher 8enate, on pain of forfeiture of One 
Hnn<lre(l Hi.· ollars for the u 'e and behoof of the Burgher 
Trea ·ury, if such notice be neglected to be given in the manner 
aforesaid within ten <lays of the concluding of such Sale or 
Tran ·fer. 

And whereas the Burgher Senate llave now, at a considerable 
expence, laid leaden Water pipes for the general benefit of the 
community, I <lo hereby give warning that if any persons shall 
pierce any of those lea<len pipes with a view of appropriating to 
themselves any part of tllat water, or if from malicious motives 
they shall in any manner destroy or attempt to destroy the said 
pipes, or indeed any other public work , they shall be considered 
as guilty of a high misdemeanor, and liable to the severest 
pu11isl11nent, according to the nature of the offence. 

Uiven under my Hand & Seal at the Ca tle of Uood Hope this 
10th day of July l 7!J!J. 

(~igned) }'HA.SCIS DUNDAS. 
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[Copy of Translation.] 

Letter froni Co~rnA::n>.\.::-T II. J. YAN TIE:-.SB 'HG to 
LI.NDDROST IlHESLER. 

BRUINS Hooan:, July 2:.lwl 17!JU. 

8m,-I transmit you by the bearer the Hottentot Captain 
'Willem Hasebeck with two other Hottentots. I have dir 'Cted 
the Field Cornet Jacobus Janse van Rensburg also without <lelay 
to transmit to you the two Banditti of Hottentots whom he h:ts in 
custody. I request you will order the Inhabitants resi,ling on the 
oilier side of Graaff-Reinet to afford assistance, otherwise the 
Drostcly is exposed to be attacked likewise, and I am not alJle to 
serrn myself there, being actually very few or rather no men at 
all remaining here. I therefore Yery friendly solicit assistance, 
we being already robbed of our Cattle, and it will not be long 
Lefore Bruins Hoogte, already almost empty, will Le ruined also. 

I have &c. 

(~igned) II. J. \".\.~ ltE!\t:iBt:ItG, J.<'ield Comman1lant. 

I Original. J 
Lcttc,· Jro11i Srn GEOW~E YONGE tu WILLL\M llusKIS:-lON, E~1i1rn. 

liAMPTON COURT, ,July 21, 170!J. 

DE.I.It 8m,-I haYe received Intelligence tlrnt Sir Hoger Curtis' 
Hailing Orders and Instructions are ready, hut wait for certain 
Instructions which are preparing for me. On thi I lrnrn i-ent to 
1\1r. Dundas, Lut he knows not what they can be. Prolntbly tlwy 
may lie the Treasury lnstruetions, and as Mr. Duncb.s has desired 
me to come to \Vimuleclou 8unclay, I wi~h you would have some 
communication with the Treasury and Admimlty ou the Hubject 
uefor, Sunday . 

.For my own part I am ready, all my Baggage ancl Servants arc 
on Boan!, ancl I do not see why I shoulJ wait for these lnstruc­
tionR, 11incc they may follow mo. But if they are ready I can 
take them. Be so good as to ewptirc into thiR, ancl also to learn 
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of Mr. Nepean when the Admiralty Orders will go to Sir Roger 
Curtis, tho I hope not now till the end of the week, as I am to be 
at Wimbledon on Sunday; but I shall after that be quite ready, 
and I have settled with Admiral Curtis to go to Chichester to wait 
his orders, which will be equally convenient as Portsmouth, where 
there is now no Iloom or Conveniences to be had, so I shall remain 
at Chichester till we sail. 

Be so good as send me a line as soon as you can learn these 
Particulars. If possible, it would be -very desirable that the Draft 
of the Treasury Instructions if ready might be sent to Wimbledon 
before Sunday, that we might see them. I am &c. 

(Signed) GEO. YOXGE. 

[Copy of Translation.] 

Letter front FIELDCOR~ET C. J. DE JAGER to LANDDR0ST BRESLER. 

27th July 1799. 

Srn,-These are to acquaint you that I have again received 8 
men from Van den Berg in the circumstances which I reported to 
you. With regard to Stephanus Scheepers we have made inquiries 
and unfortunately found 8 Individuals to be dead, viz., Stephanus 
Scheepcrs, Senior, Stephanus Scheepers, Junior, Lucas Scheepers, 
Lucas van Vuuren, Pieter Heyveld, the Widow of Jacobus 
Sehccpcrs, Renior, the Wife of Stephanus Schcepers and a Daughter 
of ,Jacobus Sd1e 'pers; 20 Individuals are missing; viz. G men and 
14 women with children; all the Buildings are entirely destroyed 
and lmrne<l clown. We were not able to bury the Corpses, because 
heing only , i..· men, as we were about collecting the Corpses the 
Banditti made their appearance, so that we were obliged to fly. 
The Banditti have taken away from the Farm 40 lbs. Powder, a 
considerable quantity of Lead, 40 Muskets, 3,000 Sheep, 700 head 
of Cattle, 8 \Vaggons, 50 Horses, and all the Clothing of the 
Family, . o that I am now for the third time to request you will 
senll succour in order to oppose the Hottentots and Cafli·es, who 
have also taken away from Hendrik Strydom 2,000 Sheep and 
!'iOO head of Cattle. Your huml>lc Servant, 

(Signed) OAHEL J0HA"XE~ DE JAGER, Fieldcoruet. 

 

 



416 Eccords of the C:apc Uolony. 

[Copy.1 

Letter from tlie Landdrost of Graajf-Reinet to 
MAJOU GENERAL DUNDAS. 

GRAAFF REINET, 29th July 1799. 

HONORABLE Srn,-Having by my former Letter of the 19th 
Instant, sent by Express, already reported to your Excellency on 
the distref'sful situation to which this District is reduced by the 
conspiracy of a numerous Band of Bloodthirsty H0ttentots and 
Oafl'res encamped between this Drostdy and Zwartkops River 
and from thence as far as Bruins Hoogte, and whose number 
daily increases, I dispatch this Letter, also per Express, but by 
another route (my former letter being sent over the Zwarteberg) 
in order further to inform Your Excellency that in this moment 
I have received a report from the :Field Cornet Carel de Jager 
at the Zondag's River, stating a shocking- murder committed by 
the aforesaid Caffres and Hottentots on the :Family of Stephanus 
Seheepers at the vVinterhoekberg in the District of Swellendam 
but on the eonfines of this District, so as it will appear to Your 
Exeelleney from the hereunto subjoined Copy, and I am to add 
that the most part, if not all of the Inhabitants, of the Southern 
varts have fled from the said Caffres and Hottentots; in so much 
that there are no more than two or three families remaining in the 
Districts of Zwagers Hoek and Bruins IIoogte, all continue to fly, 
notwithstanding my positive Orders for some :Families to join 
each other, iu order by so doing to be the better able to oppose 
the Bamlitti, but instead of that they continue to fly on the 
sole pretext of being destitute of I>owder and Lead, so tliat should 
there not arrive a speedy succour, I am not secure but even this 
Drostdy may within a few days be attacked, so as it will appear 
to Your Excellency by the hereunto subjoined Copy of a Heport 
from the Field Commandant Hendrik van 1/ensburg, who at 
the same time transmitted to me the Uott.entot Captain Willem 
Hasebek and two others, who belonging to the lately recruited 
Hottentots, have deserted from General Vandeleur, and are 
thus kept here in a secure confinement in order that any farther 
mischief may be prevented. .From all this Your Excellency may 
be aware huw my present situation is, aud unless the requested 

I 
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supply of 500, nay was it even 600 or 700 lbs. Powder, 1000 or 
1200 lbs. Lead, and a proportionate number of Flints speedily 
arrive, I can not answer for the further consequences, the trans­
port of which ammunition should (under correction) indispensably 
be escorted hither, in order to enable me speedily to dispatch 
Parties of armed Burghers. 

I have not received since my last Letter of the 24th Instant 
to Your Excellency any intelligence from General V andeleur, 
so that I am ignorant of the present situation of himself and 
Troops, the road being beset in such a manner that I do not 
know how to communicate with the Troops at the Zwartkops 
River. 

Captain Campbell, who with his detacl1ment marched on the 
16th Instant from here, has I this day learn from Reports been 
obliged to fetch a long compass as far as the Lange Kloof in order 
to join the said General. 

The prisoners A. P. Burger, Carel Trigard, and Jan Zeeman 
have set out from here on the 24th Instant under an escort of a 
Corporal and 4 Privates. I have, &c. 

(Signed) F. R. BRESLER. 

[Office Copy.] 

Memorandum of the Conditions upon which W1lliam Duckitt 
was engaged on the 29th day of July 1799 by the Hight Hon'hle 
Henry Dundas, one of His Majesty's Principal Secretaries of 
8ta,te, by the recommendation and in the presence of His 
Excellency Sir George Yonge, Governor of the Cape of Good 
Hope, for his Intended Services in Agriculture at the said Cape 
of Good Hope. 

Salary :Five Hundred Pounds per annum, and it is presumed 
Mr. Dundas will have the Goodness to permit the Salary to 
commence from the 29th day of July 1799 (being the day on 
which Mr. Dundas acceded to the Proposals) as a Compensation 
for Loss of time m ordering, inspecting, and collecting Imple­
ments, &c., &c. 

That in rasc of the death of the said William Dnckitt on his 
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Passage or at the Cape of Good Hope a Pension of One Hundred 
and :Fifty Pounds per annum be granted to his Wife. 

That he be allowed every expence for the conveyance of him­
self, family, and luggage from his residence to the Cape of Good 
Hope. 

That an Advance of Salary be made preparatory to his pro­
ceeding. 

That each Husbandman proceeding to the Cape of Good Hope 
with William Duckitt be allowed Thirty Guineas per annum and 
their Board and Lodging, and a further Reward provided the 
Wages of the Country tolerate it. 

That the Wheelwright and Blacksmith each of them be allowed 
Fifty-two Guineas per annum with their Board and Lodging, and 
a further Reward provided the Wages of the Country tolerate it. 

That an Advance of Salary be made to the Workmen and 
Labourers to enable them to fit out for the Voyage. 

That the Workmen and Labourers be conveyed from their 
residence to the Cape of Good Hope free of Expence. 

N.B. When these Proposals were delivered by me to Mr. 
Dundas I proposed Mr. Isaac Iles to go as my Assistant at 
Sixty Pounds per annum Board and Lodging subject to a further 
reward &c. which was acceded to. 

[Copy of Translation.J 

Letti r from Provisional Firldcornrt STEPHA \fl K 1<'1mnEIRA to all 
the Ficldcornets about the Oudrvcld and Outrniq_ualand. 

LANGE KLOOF, 3lit July 1700. 

GENTLEMEN AND Fnm~rns,-These are to inform you that every 
moment I am called upon for assistance, so as this moment again 
from Cango, we are in the midst of the Caffres and Murderers, 
and there is much bloodshed. I therefore implore you will send 
us an armed Detachment on horseback as soon as rossible, for 
here it is impossible for the one to join the other on account of 
our being dPprived of our Cattle. I therefore once more solicit 
that every J!'ieldcornet will send hither as many men as he can 
with lhe greatest expedition, for otherwise if the Caffres and 
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Robbers are· suffered to surround the whole country no person 
will remain alive. I can say nothing concerning the Brigadier 
General, for these 14 days we have heard nothing of him. There 
are people who have proceeded to save the people there, but 
although they should already be back again these three days we 
have as yet heard nothing of them. The Gaffers already commence 
to commit murders and depredations on this side. I again repeat 
my aforesaid request and beg of you to consider how much 
innocent blood is already shed. I am &c. 

(Signed) STEPHANUS FERREIRA, Prov. Fieldcornet. 

P.S. My dear friends there is with God still hope if everybody 
will but do his utmost. 

[Copy of Translation.] 

Letter froni B. LINDEQUE to P. H. VAX RooYE~. 

31 July 1799. 

DEAR Cousrn,-These serve to let you know that the Rogues 
are already very near. They have already murdered several 
families in the Winterhoek. All the people have already fled, 
so that I am now the most exposed. Van der "\Valt also prepares 
to fly to-morrow. I friendly request you will hasten to my 
assistance with armed men to oppose the murderers. Pray do 
not lose any time, for if we obtain no assistance then we must 
lose the whole country and our lives too. I remain &c. 

(Signed) B. LINDEQUE. 

[Copy of Translation.] 

Letter fro1n OKKER OOSTIIUYZEN. 

MY ])E.rn l•'nrn:~rns,-These serve to let you know that the 
Hogucs have murdered II. Strydom and J. Scheepers with their 
wirns, and burnt everything. All the Inhabitants on the Baviaans 
Kloof have fled. The wachtmeester and the widow are. with 

II. 2 c; 
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me and relate that the enemy approach. One of the Rogues 
reconnoitring the farm of Anthonie N ortje has been taken prisoner 
and says that his party have yesterday night attacked the farm 
of Pieter Goos and that the Hottentots divided in three parties 
are proceeding to destroy the country as far as the Cango. 

I remain &c. 

(Signed) OKKER O0STIIUYZEN, 

Cousin r>iet, pray come speedily to our assistance for it is high 
time. 

[Copy of Translation.] 

Letter from SALOMON FERREIRA to the Lanclclrost of Swellcnclam. 

July 31, 1799. 

Srn,-These are to report to you the sad circumstances in which 
we are, so as it will appear to you by the accompanying letter 
signed Okkert Oosthuyzen. I therefore request you will as soon 
as possible assist us by a party of armed men and by ammunition. 
We all of us are entirely destitute of l'owder and Lead. Should 
you have no ammunition at hand, then I should think that the 
Burghers each of them might supply us with some of theirs, that 
we may not continue to be murdered without being able to make 
any defence. 8ir, there is no lime to be lost, assist us with the 
utmost expedition with a party of armed men. I remain &c. 

(Signed) SALO~tON J<'murnrnA. 

[ Copy of Translation. :i 

Letter from FIELDCORNET P.H. VAN ROOYEN to thr FrnLDCORNETS 
L. FouRIE, J. MEYER, ancl G. MEYER. 

LANGE KLOOF, 31 July 1799. 

Goon FRIENDS,-1 this moment received two letters from 
0. Oosthuyzen and B. Lindeque in the Cammasie stating the 
rebellious Hottentots oo the number of 300, armed and mounted 

 

 



Records of the Cape Uulony. 451 

on horseback and divided in three parties, to proceed from behind 
the mountains of the Zondag's River downwards, from farm to 
farm, in order to murder all the Christians. A spy on horseback 
belonging to those Rogues has been taken prisoner when he was 
reconnoitring the Farm of A. Nortje, this spy confesses that their 
intention is to murder and destroy all. Two families in the 
Wintcrhoek, namely Stephanus Scheepers' and Hendrik Strydom's 
are altogether murdered. The old P. Scheepers was attacked at 
his farm and lost one of his arms, and several men that were with 
him were killed. There are already 29 Christians murdered by 
those Hogues, and every house has been set on fire. God knows 
how many more may be murdered of whom we have not yet 
rccefred any intelligence at the Gamtoos River. There are 
murdered by the Gaffers and Rogues Jan :Ferreira with his servant 
l<'. Scheepers and Jan du Preez. Gamtoos River is so beset by 
the Caffers and Hottentots that without a strong detachment it is 
impo,;sible to pass through them. God knows in what sad situa­
tion the people on the other side the Gamtoos Hiver may be. The 
enemy have already taken cattle on this side. I write you this in 
order to caution you and beg of you to forward with the utmost 
expedition this letter with the accompanying report to the Landrost. 

I remain &c. 

(~igned) I>ET1rns HENDIUK VAN lloOYEN, l<'ieldcornet. 

[ Copy of Translation.] 

Ll'ltn· Jru1,i FmLDCOHNET I>. II. YAX H00YEN to thr Landdrust 
of S1nl/1·,11l111,1. 

LAl'IGE Kr.ooF, 31Bt July 1799. 

Sm,-Thcse are to let you most unfortunately know the sad 
wretd1ed conclition in which we are, so as it will appear to you 
from the iuclosed letter of Salomon Ferreira. On the 22nd Instant 
I received a letter from Thomas .Fe-rreira dated the 18th July, 
requiring the Inhabitants on this side of the Garntoos River unto 
the Lange lc.Iouf tu scud wagguns with armed men, in order to 
as::;ist iu saving Lhe effects and the still remaining Cattle of the 
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1icople whv reside thcreabonts near the Gamtoos lhvcr, for he 
wriLes that thut nigllt Johannes Laas, Il.iniel Strydom, and one c,f 
l•'eneira's Hottentots have been murdered near the house of 
Cornelis van Rooyen at the Zwartkops Hiver, the said men were 
gone to fetch corn for His Excellency General Vandeleur, and from 
that time no intelligence has been received from the oLher side of 
the Gamtoos Hiver. 

On the 18th Instant Captain Camphell with 40 men Infantry 
have passed near T. l<'eneir:1's over the mountains arnl Lhe Lange 
Kloof, coming from the Bruintjes IIoogte, and lJeing required to 
join the Brigadier General at the Zwarlkops Hiver, and as it was 
impossible to pass along the Zondag's Hiver to the Zwartkops 
Hiver on account of the number of the rebellious Hottentots, the 
said Captain was obliged to resohe to chuse such a tedious route 
as that over the mountains to the Lanae Kloof, from that time tho 
Uaffers and Hottentots at the Gamtoos River and even on this Hide 
are so bold that wiLhout a strong detachment of armed men there 
is no pmisiuility to pass through them. The waggons of P. Kemp, 
,T. Potgieter, J. Kok, all<l P. Piotorson were on the recl'ipt of the 
latest intelligence already 8 days on the other ::;ide of the Camtoos 
Hiver, in order to assist in RaYing tho property of the Inhabitants 
there, but they were never hl'ar<l of since, although they had to 
make only a journey of two days. Rince that tim<\ the three men 
were murdered at the Gamtoos niver, of which Ronclag haR sent 
you notice. nod knows how the circumstances are on the~othcr 
side of the Gamtoos Hiver, all is:Rhut up by the Caff•rs awl ~Hot­
tentots, you perfectly know the situation of that tract of land. 
Willem Vincent, David Keyser, an<l others more residing on tho 
other side of the Gamtoos Hiver have alrea1ly fl •d to this side. I 
should not have failed to assist the disireRsed peo1>le on the other 
side the Gamtoos River with waggons from my ward, but without 
order from the Brigadier Oe11ernl all(l being entirely destitute of 
Powder ancl Lead, it was impossible for me to effoct that assiHtance, 
and uow it will appear to you from T. Fcneira's leUer how JJcar 
the enemy is to ourselves, for Okker Oostlrnysen lives only at the 
distance of half a day's journey on horseback from here. I there­
fore request you will as speedily as possilJle HCIHl us a supply of 
ammunition. I have made this letter so long in ol'der to give you 
a jll8t i<lea of the circumstances on the other siclc of the Gam(oos 
Hiver. 

-
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The Rehellious Hottentots have in the last battle which was so 
unsuccessful for us on the other side of the Zondag's River taken 
upwarus of 100 Saddle Horses, GO Saddles, &c., and they were said 
then already to have in their possession upwards of 300 Horses, 
independently of what they afterwards have taken from the farms 
along the Zondag River. The Troops that are come from the 
13ruiutjes Hoogte relate that Johannes Scheepers had been attacked 
and had one of his arms shot off, and that several men had ueeu 
killed. I rumain &c. 

(Signed) PETRUS llENDRIK VAN RooYEN, Fieldcoruet. 

[Copy.l 

Letter jro11i lJIUGADIElt GENERAL VA ~DELE!Jl{ to MAJOR GENElUL 

DUNDAS. 

ZWARTKOPS BAY. 31st July 1799. 

Sm,-1 have now anxiously awaited the arrival of the ship with 
the frame of the Block house for upwards of a fortnight, hoping 
that her appearance would have so far allayed the fears and sus­
picions of the country people as at least to prevent their entirely 
abandoning their houses and properties ; despairing of the Ship and 
fearing that the Troops would leave them in the lurch, they have 
stole a,rny one after another and allowed the Country to be so 
completely ovenun by Ca[res and Hottentots, the latter of whom 
have to a man deserted their Masters, that the Di-Otrict of Zwart­
kops Hiver lately so flourishing and plentiful is now laid waste, 
aJHL it is with difficulty I am aule to procure provisions for the 
Troops. This contagion of the Hottentots has extended to the 
Long !Goof, \\here I urnlerstarnl they are also all running away 
from their ~fosters and joining the Henegadoes in this country. 
The :-;late of the DistricL towards Graaf Reinet I am entirely 
ignorant of, Mr. Bresler never having taken the least pains to 
<·omm1micato with me, an1l as Capt. Campl>ell has not yet joined. 
me from Bruyns Hoogte, which I long since ordered him to d.o, 
firnt lc:tving ~O Infantry in addition to the 16 Dragoons for the 
protcdion of the Drostdy, l am led to think that he has heen 
dctaiuml by Uw Landrost. My situation here is rather critical, as 
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the desertion of the Boers from their houses has allowed tho Caffres 
an<l. Hottentots to possess themselves of the Woods contiguous 
to the :Ford of Camtoos river between Husters and Vincents, which 
in a great measure cuts off the communication between this and 
the Lange Kloof. There however still remains the passage at the 
mouth, which from its being tolerably free from wood will always 
serve to retire through, should it be found necessary, which I hope 
and trust will not be the case, as I look upon the possession of 
Zwartkops Bay as essentially necessary towards the defence of the 
Colony at large. .At all events let me entreat you Sir to send a 
Guard Ship here until such time as the Block house is established, 
as there is no knowing how fatal the consequences might be did 
these Hottentots get possession of Ammunition; from their know­
ledge of the Country and being excellent :Marksmen they might 
annoy any body of Troops. I have written to the Wachtmeesters 
in Lange Kloof desiring they would assemble a suflicient numl>er 
of Boers in the neighbourhood of Camtoos Hiver to prevent any 
farther inroads, as well as to keep open the communication until 
such time as more effectual measures may he taken. .At present 
all that can be done by the Troops is to keep our situation neaT 
the Bay and cover the lmilding of the Block house. I have 
already got together a sufficiency of corn to supply the Troops for 
(j weeks, and' there still remains a good deal in the Country, which 
the arrivitl of tho remaining men of the Flank Company of the 
91:;t will enaule me to secure. However as supplies in this 
Country will for some time to come be rather preeariouR, should 
the Troops continue here it will he nec:e~~ary to lmYe provisions 
from the Cape agreeable to the inclosed Invoice. After posting 
the Troops in such a manner as will Lest seeurc them from any 
attack, may I request your permission to return lo the Cape, as I 
am convinced oue hour's convensation will giYe you more insight 
into the affairs of the Colony than a month's writing. 

The messengers sent to Congo the Chief of the Caffres on this 
side Urn (heat Fish Hiver eame hack "ith a positi,e refusal on 
his part to return one single beast to the Boers. These people 
were chosen Hottentots l>l'C<l up in the family of Van Hooy the 
Wachtmeester, and upon "·hom he placed the greatest reliance. 
They however desertell him in a few days after their retnrn and 
took with them some of his best horsei'l. In short so thoroughly 
panic struck arc all the Boers 011 thif; side the ('amtoos Hiver that 
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I do not believe a fortnight hence there will be one at this place. 
The desertion of their Hottentots has completely unmanned them 
and the Caffres profiting by this become every day more daring. 
I do not apprehend they will be hardy enough to attack any of 
our posts but there is no saying what the dastardly conduct of the 
Inbauitants may not prompt them to attempt. Their depredations 
as yet have been attended with but little bloodshed, but I am sorry 
to add that it has in a great measure proceeded more from the 
want of resistance on the part of the Boers than from any mercy 
that can be expected from the Caffres, as they murdered in a most 
cruel and wanton manner, within several miles of this place, no 
later than a week since, two Dutchmen and one Hottentot merely 
for the sake of the oxen in their waggons. Some strong and 
vigorous measures must shortly be adopted, otherwise there is no 
saying where the Depredations of these Hottentots and Caffres 
may end. My humble opinion is that until such time as the 
Harvest is saved (which will be about the beginning of November) 
the Troops ought to maintain their position here. During this 
time the block house may be completed. Those Boers who have 
fled from this Country as well as certain properties from Zitzi­
kamma and Lange Kloof must be ordered to the neighbourhood of 
Camtoos River to prevent any inroad, and Government will in the 
interim have sufficient time to correct such measures as they shall 
think best calculated to accomplish what is necessary. I shall 
conclude my letter by urging the necessity of a Guard Ship, which 
I am confident is necessary not only for the tranquility of this 
district but for the safety of the Colony at large. I have &c. 

(Signed) T. P. V ANDELEUR. 

LCopy.] 

Letter from BRIGADIBR GENERAL VANDELEUR to 
MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS. 

FERREIRA'S, A.LGOA BAY, .A.11171tst 3rd 1799. 

Srn,-It is with extreme regret I feel myself obliged to inform 
you that things in this part of the Colony have turned out as 
I apprehen<led. So dreadful have the ravages and outrages of 
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the Caffres and Hottentots been that there now remain on this 
side the Camtoos River only 2 families viz. Van Rooy's and 
Ferreira's, the former of whom goes away this day, nor is it in 
my power to prevent this desertion were I not to put a Centry 
upon every individual. This has determined me to concentrate 
all my force, viz. 40 Grenadiers 91st, 30 Dragoons, and the 
Hottentots at Feneira's. My communication by land with the 
Cape will now be entirely cut off. I have been long expecting 
to hear from you either by a Ship or over land, but now begin to 
despair. I shall therefore strengthen this Post as much as possible 
and endeavour to hold out as long as provisions will last. In my 
letter of the 31st July I sent in closed an Invoice of such things 
as would be necessary for the maintenance of the Troops as we 
are now in a state of siege. I also pressed the necessity of a 
Guard Ship in the Bay, as the only means of preventing these 
Vagabonds from procuring Powder as well as giving confidence 
to the few remaining Inhabitants. 

The remair.der of the Flank Company of the 91st not arriving 
as well as Capt. Campbell being detained at Graaff-Reinet (which 
I have every reason to suppose to be the case), all these un­
fortunate circumstances united have rendered it impossible for 
rue to keep open the communication by land, and were I not so 
thoroughly impressed with the iuea that the possession of this 
l'ost is in a great measure necessary towards the defence of the 
Uolony at large, I should have thought it but prrnlent to have 
retired over the Camtoos lhver and taken up a position to cover 
the Long Kloof. This has been a very great rcrnrne of fortune, 
I must however endeavour to bear it with as much fortitude as I 
can muster. I have &c. 

(Signed) T. P. VA).DELJ-:UR. 

P.S.-Sinoe wntmg the above, Capt. Campbell and 4-0 of the 
Light Infantry have joined from Graaff Reinet. He was obliged 
to make a great detour by the Lauge Kloof. The accounts he 
briugs from the Drostdy side of the Colony are very discomnging, 
every body flying before the Hottentots and Caffres, he very 
properly desired the Lan<lrost to collect a strong party from 
Sneeuwberg and Camdeboo to oppose them, which may very 
easily be done, as all that countTy is perfectly open. The Savages 
not only plunder and destroy but have already murdered several 
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of the Inhabitants. Capt. Campbell reports that all the Boers in 
the Camtoos Hiver have deserted their houses, and the panic is 
spreading all over Lange Kloof and Zitzikama. 

The ltenegadoes have declared that they will drive all the 
Christians beyond Attaq_uas !Goof, in which attempt I do really 
believe they will succeed if strong and positive orders are not 
given to both Faure and Bresler to take the field at the head of 
every farmer they can muster, as I cannot but attribute a great 
part of our misfortune to the supineness of those Gentlemen. I 
am credibly informed that there is at present a Caffre Craal within 
a few miles of Attaquas kloof. Your dispatch of the 12th inst. I 
received by Capt. Campbell; it had been lyiug some time in the 
Lange Kloof, nobody would venture to bring it over the river. 
That part of it which relates to making peace with Congo, I fear 
it will not be in my power to execute, the Caffres at present are 
so flushed with success, besides being egged on by the Hottentots, 
that I fear any proposals on that head would prove useless. Until 
they have got a sound drubbing negotiation will be of no avail. 

However should any opportunity offer be assured it shall not 
be lost. 

If the people of Zwellendam do not immediately assemble on 
the borders of the Camtoos lliver and clear the banks of these 
Savages my communication will be completely cut off, as I know 
that if they do not make a stand there they will not stop this 
side of Attaquas Kloof, so that for the future all the assistance I 
have to look for must be by sea. Let me once more entreat you 
to send a King's Ship to the Bay, there is nothing which will 
prove so likely to make these Savages return within their bounds, 
being perfectly ignorant of what numbers she may contain. Com­
pletely abaudoned Ly all the Farmers you see in what a critical 
situation I am placed, having nothing to depend upon but what 
provisions I have been able to lay in, which will not last more 
than G weeks at must • 

If Mr. Meinheer would join l\Ir. :Faure at the head of the 
~wellemlam Burghers I haYe no doulJt hut something might be 
dune, hut to aHempt anything hy way of Negotiation except at 
the head of a strong force would prove of no avail. 

I do not think the Savages can ever be prevailed upon to return 
within their own uounds by any other means than gi,ing them a 
souncl drubbing and following up the blow, which to be done by 
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Tiegular Troops would require at least 1000 men; the country is 
so very extensive and woody that they can always avoid you if 
they are not attacked at several points at the same time. As I 
have all along spoken openly and candidly upon the affairs of 
this District, I hope you will not take it amiss my giving my 
opinion fully upon the present occasion. One of two measures 
must (in my mind) be adopted, viz. either to attack them with 
a strong military force assisted by the Boers so as to drive them 
completely over the Fish River, or to garrison the Block house 
and leave the Boers and savages to fight it out. The spirit of 
revolt is completely crushed. Yet the idea of being humbled by 
so small a force preys so much upon the Inhabitants that I do 
believe there is no length (consistent with their own personal 
safety) that they would not go to bring about our destruction. I 
am happy to hear that Major Le Moine is pitched upon as my 
Successor, he is a man of experience and prndence, both which 
qualifications must be essentially necessary for the Commandant 
at this Post. 

[Copy.] 

Letter Jroni the Landdrost of Swcllendll1n to 
MAJOlt UENERAL DUNDAS. 

SWELLENDA!l, 4t/1 August 177fl. 

IloNORAilLE Sm,-As the sad situation in which both His 
Majesty's Troops and the Inhabitants find themselves, so as 
appears from the inclosed Reports which I just now have received 
per Express from the .Fieldwachtmeester at the Lange lCloof, 
absolutely require that spee1ly means should be adopted both to 
open the Communication with < leneral Vandeleur and to defend 
our Country and the Inhabitants, I have been so bol<l as under 
Your Excellency's approl>ation to issue an order for a great part 
of the Inhauitants under the command of the Fieldwachtmeesters 
to arm and to proceed to give assistance, and that I should send 
nfter them the ammunition which I hope to receive from Your 
Excellency. I have &c. 

(Signed) A. A. J!'.w1m. 
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[Copy of Translation.] 

Letter from .F!ELDCORNET NrcoL.\.AS ROETS to the Landdrost of 
Graajf-Reinct. 

August 4th 1799. 

Srn,-The Caffres are invading along the Fish River, they have 
attacked Jacolms Krieger at the Krom River and have taken all 
his cattle and murdered many people. This happened the 
31st ,July, and the next day they have attacked Pieter Schalk 
van Heerden, residing farther on this side. The Inhabitants have 
fled by numhers, and my outmost posts also have already fled, so 
that I am now the most exposed. I therefore apply for l'owder 
and Lead, wh-.!reof I find myself entirely destitute, and of course 
unable to offer any resistance. I also request you will provide 
me with an order to check the flight of the Inhabitants as soon 
as I have receivetl Powtler and Lead, otherwise we are defeated, 
for I am too weak in men. I remain &c. 

(Higned) NrcoLAAS ROETS, Fieldcornet. 

I Original.] 

Lctlcr froni Sm Grwmm YoxGE to \VrLLIA~1 HusKISS0N", EsQRE. 

HAMPTON COURT, Augu8t 5, 1799. 

Jh:A1t Sm,-I am sorry to acquaint you that I have just 
receire<l information that after all our delays the Lancaster is 
ordered on Channel Hervice, and in consequence not only all my 
Go0<ls, hut all the Stores for the Colony of the Cape which were 
on Board are Hhure, nor <lo I find it certain whether the Lancaster 
will go tu the Cape or not. l am very sorry for all this, not only 
on account of this fresh Delay, when it is lo be feared the Colony 
must ,rnnt tho Stores, cspecial1y the Bullion, lmt the Taval :Force 
also may be wanlell, for there is intelligence that some degree of 
l>issaiisfadion has been kopt up at the Cape by secret advices 
through Neutral Hhips that some attempt on the Cape may yet be 
looked for. This, with the abscnee of great part of the Na val 
:Force there, and the large l >ctaehments sent from the Garri::-on, 
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makes an addition to the Naval Force, on which the Defonce much 
depends, very desirable, and of course any failure in that, or eYen 
a long delay in sending it, is much to be lamente<l. I hope 
Mr. Dundas will see the necessity of urging the sendin~ without 
more delay some other Ship of :Force, if the Lancaster cannot go. 

I hope you received General Dundas's Di;,patches which I 
returned you last week. Many remarks occur on them which 
I will not now trouble you with, but I am sorry to say that on 
reading Mr. Pringle's Letter concerning the East In<lia Company's 
Claim I rather differ with you in opinion, an<l I should doubt 
even if Mr. Pringle does not at bottom do the same, tho as Agent 
he puts in the Claim. Because it seems to me impossiLle that 
the Charter or the Order in Council should i11ten<l Prizes taken 
by the King's Ships from the Enemy or from 1\ eutral Ships 
carrying on Illicit Trade. The Prohibition I conceive can apply 
only to Goods brought in for the purpose of Trade an<l not to 
Prize Goods the Property of the Crown, and become so by such 
Seizure, and granted by the Crown to the Capt0rs. They cannot 
be disposed of elsewhere, and if such Prizes are not suffered to be 
clispGsed of, no Prizes will be taken, all which will be to tho 
Injury of the Company whose Interests are attacked by such 
Neutral Ships, and rentlers null the EncomagemenL held ouL by 
the Crown to annoy the Enemy. I can not think with you that 
this is a Breach of any Charter or Order in Council, or that it 
ought to be so held or understood. Sure I am there will be no 
Prizes ever taken if it be so hel<l. There docs not appear to be 
any FralHl or Collusion in the Business, but the Natural Effect of 
the King's Ships <loing their 1 >uty, which it is tho real Interest of 
the Company and of the l'uhlick to encourage. 

I don't know how the Crown Lawyers will deride tho Matter, but 
this is what has occurre<l to me, tho as you seem to ho of a very 
difftrcnt opinion, iL i~ perhaps hazarding rashly my l-4eutimonts, 
yet I c,mnot resist the Conviction I feel in my Mind on the 
Subject. 

I shall be anxious to hoar how the Admiralty means to dispose 
of us, and you will oblige me by any Information you can give mo 
about it. I am &c. 

(Signed) (h:o. Yo:NGE. 

 

 



Records of the Cape Colony. 461 

[Copy of Translation.] 

Letter from MRS. NAUDE to her Husband . 

.Auguat 5th 1799. 

DEAR HusBAND,-I am most speedily to acquaint you that 
J<'riday last the Caffres have been at the old Holts and taken away 
1100 head of Cattle and also taken the said Holts prisoner himself, 
who however at the intercession of one of the Caffres has been 
released, and they have thrown a number of assagays at the 
waggons of the flying Inhabitants, none of whom are however 
hurt. 

The last man has this night removed from Zwagershoek, so that 
there is no longer any Inhabitant there, and the men who are here 
won't continue longer than tomorrow night, when, if the party of 
Armed Burghers be not arrived all of them intend to remoYe, but 
if the said party arrive then they will stay. 

Further I know nothing to mention to you but our hearty wish 
that you my dear Husband and the party of Armed Burghers may 
speedily arrive. I with all your children greet you tenderly and 
remain your faithful wife till Death. 

(Signed) fu~NA ELIZABETH OLIVIER. 

[Copy.] 

Letter fmm, the Landhost of Graajf-Reinet to 
MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS. 

GBAAFF-REINET, 6th .Augu8t 1799. 

Jio::-ionABLE Sm,-As the situation of this district is growing 
more and more critical, and the invasions of the Caffers are uy the 
continual flying of the Inhabitants (notwithstanding my constant 
orders and exhortations) encouraged to such a degree that those 
savages have already dispeopled the Bruins Hoogte and Zwagers­
hoek, and have now approached this Drostdy to the distance of 
ten or eleven hours going on horseback, which causes me every 
moment io expect an attack, I dispatch this letter, being the third, 
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again per an Express, with most humble application for a speedy 
assistance of Troops and Guns, and that it may please your 
Excellency to issue the necessary orders to the several Landdrosts 
of Stellenbosch and Zwellendam for them to cause all the flying 
Inhabitants that may have retreated and continue there to return 
in order to resume their possessions and to oppose all farther 
invasions, as the consequences must prove fatal if the flight of the 
Inhabitants be not speedily and efficaciously checked, which to do 
I :find myself now already too weak, having business enoncrh in en­
deavouring to presen·e the Drostdy, notwithstanding Lieutenant 
Lynden with his Detachment have in some measure fortified 
themselves. 

The hereunto subjoined Copies will give your Rxcellency a 
sufficient idea respecting the deplorable state in which I find 
myself, and how the Enemy already invades on every side and 
exposes this District to great danger. No. 1 is a report by the 
:Fieldcornet of the Tarka and No. 2 is a letter from the wife of the 
IIeemraad Naude to her husband, who assisted at the meeting of 
yesterday. 

Since the 9th of July I do not know what is become of 
General Vandeleur, and since the 20th of June I have not 
received any letter from the seat of Government. I have &c. 

(Signed) F. n. BitESLER. 

[ Copy.] 

l'rii·alc Letter fr01n MA.JOH GEXEHAL J)U:KlJAH to DEPUTY 

SECHETAHY Ross. 

VAN m:n WALT'S l{JlAAL, 5 IIOUlS FHOM ZWELLHDAM, 10/h A11gu,t 1700. 

DEAR Srn,-The inclosed letter from R C:encral Vandeleur 
reached me Inst night, the contents of which you will communicate 
to H. General Frazer and to the Commodore, hut to no other 
person for the present, as it is not my wish that the rather critical 
situation of affairs in Graaff Reinet should become the subject of 
general conversation. 

A Ship must now be procured at any 1>rice, having uccome 
inclispcnsably necessary for . transporting flour and provisions or 
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necessaries to Algoa Bay, the country in the neighbourhood of it 
being laid waste and depopulated by the Hottentots and Caffres 
so as at this moment to be capable of affording no farther supplies 
of any kind for the use of the Troops, and I make no doubt Pringle 
will make every exertion to forward flour or biscuit, the thing 
the most wanted, without a moment's delay. 

Be so good as wait upon the Commodore in my name and state 
the absolute necessity for the Rattlesnake remaining as a Guard 
Ship at Algoa Bay for some time, which I think he will at once 
acquiesce in and send her orders accordingly, however should it 
prove otherwise let an official letter be written by my command 
in strong and civil terms upon the subject, mentioning that the 
safety of the Fleet, the Army, and the Colony, with perhaps 
eventually our possession of it, may possibly be at stake if we do 
not secure a permanent establishment for the protection of the 
Frontier of this too extensive Colony. 

If the Camel has not yet left Table Bay, a quantity of flour to 
be landed at Algoa Bay might, I should think, be put on board 
her, and even a small supply of that necessary of life it would be 
proper to send, for there is nothing so inconvenient as the total 
want of it. 

I have desired Mr. Faure the Landrost to assemble all the men 
of his Distl'i.ct capable of serving and bearing arms, with whom 
I hope we shall soon clear the country of every Vagabond and 
Savage, should the amicable measures which it is my intention 
first to try prove ineffectual. 

The Detachment under Col. Vandeleur this night will arrive at 
Zwellendam where I intend joining them to-morrow morning, 
being 5 hours from hence. 

I passed one day at Mr. Cloete's house near Bavian's Kloof, 
which has detained me, though having brought along with me one 
of the Jlcrnhutcrs whom I mean to employ as a Negotiator, some 
Lusiness was performed at the visit I paid their settlement. 

I request you to keep the inclosed letter for me until I have the 
pleasure again of seeing you at the Cape. 

I expect to hear from you as often as possible, being naturally 
desirous to know how things are going on. I am &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 
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[Copy.] 

Letter frorn the Landdrost of Stellenbosch to BRIGADIER 
GENERAL FRASER. 

STELLENBOSCII, August 10th 1799. 

HONORABLE Srn,-Having been informed by Mr. Hoss's letter 
written by His Excellency Governor F. Dundas's command 
previous to his taking the field, that your Excellency has been 
charged with the command ad intcrirn of Cape Town and Depen­
dencies, I take the liberty to congratulate your Excellency on the 
subject. 

In the mean while it has been reported to me that in the 
N amaqua country among the tribe of that name there has again 
taken place a mutiny, in so much that the Fieldcornet Van der 
W esthuyzen has been obliged to march against them with a party 
of Armed Burghers, who after having killed some of them, to the 
number he states of ten, in a battle, have reestablished peace. 

The Fibldcornet J. G. Louw at the Lower Bokkeveld has also 
reported to me that he has discovered a conspiracy among his 
Hottentots, who designed to murder him and his family and also 
the whole neighbourhood in the Bokkeveld, and after having taken 
away all the horses and musquets then with all the Hottentots 
there and with their booty to join the band of a certain Africaander 
skulking in the Hantam, against whom a party of A'rmed Burghers 
have already marched with knowledge of the Governor. That the 
said Louw on his having detected the said conspiracy, whereupon 
the said vagabonds had endeavoured to save themselves by flight, 
has pursued and properly killed all of them, as they refused to 
surrender and defended themselves to the last extremity. However 
he has apprehended and sent here one of them who happened 
not to be at home when the others fled, and who has confessed 
to me their malicious design. The said Louw adds in his report 
that the said Hottentots had endeavoured to engage all the 13laves 
in their conspiracy, but that his only slave had discovered the 
plot. 

yesterday I replied to Mr. Hoss upon another lr.tter that it was 
most necessary that some Gunpowder, Lead, and 'Flints should be 
transmitted to me, in order most expeditiously to forward that 
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ammunition to such parts of the Hex River, Mosterd's Hoek, and 
Bokkeveld, where the Vagrant Bands may be supposed, in case of 
their being repulsed in that part where the Governor finds himself, 
to penetrate, and the Inhabitants of which 1iarts are entirely 
destitute of the necessary Powder, Lead, &c. 

The most proper metho<l for the said ammunition to be trans­
mitted to me should be by waggons properly escorted, in order by 
me to be forwarded from here by parcels. In which expectation, 

I have &c. 

(Signe<l) R. J. VAN DER RIET. 

[Copy.] 

Letter froin ~L\.JOR GENERAL DuxDAS to DEPUTY SECRETARY Ross. 

ZWELLENDAM, 12 August 1799. 

DE.\R Sm,-The communication between this place and the 
Drostdy of Graaff-Heinet being in some degree cut off by the 
revolted Hottentots said to amount to about three hundred, most 
of them supp1'ied with arms and on horseback, it has been im~ 
possible for the W aggon with the ammunition intended for Graaff 
Heinet to proceed by this route, therefore let an express be sent off 
from the Cape to l\fr. l3resler, informing him of the circumstance, 
by the road over the Hex Hiver and Karroo Plains, which I under­
stand is open or likely to be so. Likewise acquaint the Landrost 
of Graafl' Heinet that it is greatly my wish to see him or com­
municate with him, which it will I think be possible to do by 
ordering a party of Boers sufficiently strong to pass the mountains, 
the Hoad Capt. Campbell marched into L:mge-kloof, and by which 
part of the Amnnmition from hence will lie sent him as soon as it 
is possible or certain that that quarter is clear of the Hottentots, 
who mu:-;t not be suffered to obtain any more Powder with which 
they woulu consequently ruin the Colony and destroy all the 
l nhabitauts. 

You will <lesire Geneml Frazer to inform the Landrost of 
8tellenbosch that the assistance of some of the people of his 
J >i~lrict may be re<1uired, though it will be advisable not to give 

II. 2 H 
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them Ammunition before the moment of marching, as by taking it 
to their own houses it is liable to be plundered by the Hottentots, 
it having been out of the dwellings of individuals the revolted arc 
so amply supplied. 

Tell Pringle that Mr. Adri::mson being here the services of 
Mr. Mesta& are no longer necessary, therefore he will set out from 
hence on his return the day after to-morrow, by whom I propose 
sending him particular instructions, but in the mean while I take 
for granted he employs all his endeavours to prepare bread for the 
Troops at Algoa Bay, and should you have been so fortunate as to 
have procured. a Vessel at the Cape, its speedy arrival at Algoa 
Bay may be expected. 

In consequence of the revolt of the Hottentots the public affairs 
arc no <l.oubt somewhat critical, however instead of repining at a 
misfortune which was not foreseen we will endeavour to repair it. 

I am &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

l' S.-I have forgot to mention that there arc several letters or 
papers on my Table of the room above stairs in the Garden house, 
which I request you to look at in order that such of them as 
require it may be answered, especially that from the Minister and 
Churchwardens of Zwellendam Church who have complained to 
me on account of delay in ohtaining a reply to their application, 
which as there does not appear to be any objection may be com­
plied with. Captain Erskine has the key of the room. You will 
of course consult with B. General :Frazer. 

[Copy.] 

Letter from MAJOR GEXERAL DUNDAS to 
DEPUTY SECRETARY Hoss. 

SWELLENDAM, 13 Auaust 17!l!l. 

DEAR Sm,-1 have to request that notice may be instantly sent 
to the Larnlrost of Stellenbosch, Mr. Van dcr Hiet, requiring him 
to call out all the Inhabitants of his District who dwell on t.hc 
confines of Swellendam, as from the intelligence this moment 
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received there is reason to believe that the Banditti of Hottentots 
with a few Caft'res are committing depredations and in possession 
of a great part of the Country from Grae.ff Reinet District to 
Olifante River, from whom the greatest evils are to be expected 
should they be suffered any farther to advance. 

It is not neces!l8.ry for me to write B. General Fraser, as you 
will of course communicate the contents of this letter to him and 
he will give the necessary directions accordingly. I am &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

[Copy.J 

Letter jr()'TTI, BRIGADIER GENERAL VANDELEUR to 
MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS. 

FsBUDU.'11, lStA .1.vgu,t 1799. 

Sm,-The arrival of Major Le Moine in the Rattlesnake on the 
9th inst. proved very opportune, as the Hottentots and Caft'res 
came in great numbers to attack this Post the very next day. 
They begtlill_ by taking away all the Sheep and some Calves 
which were in the bushes at a small distance from the house. 
This they were enabled to effect with impunity owing to the troop 
hQ1'888 being at grass near the Bay four miles from Camp, as well 

an Officer and twenty Infantry being absent to escort the Field 
piece and ammunition brought by the llattlm,,ake. A few dis­
chargea of Round Shot from the Field piece. prevented their 
making any attempt upon the PQSt, and no time was lost in 

nding for the horses, which being arrived I immediately marched 
out in pursuit of them with 30 Dragoons, 25 Light Infantry, 
50 Hottentots and the three pounder, leaving Major Le Moine and 
the rest of the Troops for the defence of the Post. They were 
o ertaken and brought to order by Brig. Major Sherlock at about 
• miles from this place, at the edge of a very thick wood. Being 

my lf with the advance guard, I perceived that the Ground was 
ery unfavourable for Cavalry, and therefore directed Captain 

Sherlock not to hazard his men too near the bushes, but rather 
by retreating to seduce them into the plain, and gain time until 
the Infantry might be brought up. This service he executed with 

2 H 2 
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much steadiuess and judgement, under a very sharp fire from the 
bushes. Upon the arrival of the Infantry I ordered the :Field 
piece to be fired with Grape and at the same time dispatched the 
Light Infantry and part of the Hottentot Corps to drive them out 
of the bushes whilst I kept the Dragoons and the rest of the 
Hottentots in reserve. Captain Campbell and his Company exe­
cuted these orders with so much spirit and alacrity that the 
Savages very soon gave way and fled on all sides, leaving behind 
them all the Sheep and Calves which they had taken, as well as 
upwards of twenty horses. 

It is impossible to ascertain the loss of the Caffres and Hotten­
tots, but it must have been considerable, as I did not allow a shot 
to be fired until within 50 yards. We have been fortunate enough 
to have nobody either killed or wounded, which considering the 
nature of the Country and the very sharp fire they kept up for a 
short time is really a very great instance of good luck. From a 
spy who came into camp two days ago, and whom I have since 
been obliged to hang by way of example, I have received informa­
tion that they intend making another trial upon this Post, and are 
at present collecting their forces from all sides. I am at this time 
strengthening the place by a breast work, and have already landed 
40 seamen with two six pounders from the Ship, so that in two or 
three days we shall be able to bid defiance to anything they can 
bring against us. 

After having secured this l'ost and given Major Le Moine every 
necessary information in my power, I propose setting out for the 
Cape, and on my way endeavouring if possible to excite the people 
in Lange Kloof to do something so as not entirely to lose their all 
for the want of a little spirit and exertion. Camptoos Hiver from 
what I can learn is now pretty clear of Caffrcs and Hottentots, so 
that I hope this dispatch will reach you safe. Before I conclude I 
think it a duty I owe Captain Gooeh to say that he has in the 
handsomest manner afforded me every assistance I have requfred. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) T. P. V ANDELEUR, Brigadier General. 

_ ___________,,,. 

 

 



[Copy of Translation.] 

IMtiw- from tM ~ of &i,,ll,,,,da,m, to tM La,wJ,d,rod 
of~ 

8wa.t.alwr, la ..... 1'181. 

-I have been obliged t,o call out and 88Dd the Inhabitu.ta 
of thia District t,o oppoee,. and if p<aible t,o deatioy tbe Banditti 
of Odrea and Hottent.ot& It baa become requiait.e for me to 
req1188t you will without any delay require and direct the l!'ield­
oomet.a of the Roodezand, Breede River, Hex River, and Bokkeveld 
to keep themaelvea in readineae (upon tbe first o!dera which I may 
reoeive from Bia Excellency the Governor, who int.ends to p 
his much tomorrow) to obey my ordara, either to take the field 
againat the said Banditti or t,o come to cover tbii Diatriot, u 
t.here ould elapae too much time if I should jut write to 
you. I have &c. 

(Signed) A. A. F.&.uu. 

[Copy of Translation.] 

Letter- k,o,1' tM ~ of ~m to tM TAwddtwl 
of~ 

.r.-,., .A..-,11& 

BBOTBD,-1 again this moment reoeive the sad int,elligance that 
the Zwartkope River at the widow Scheepen' farm, b.el'8 1e1Wll 

llmiUi"ee had joined each other, 60 Christiana have been mmderecl. 
• farm ia al the distance of only two homa 6om Genmal 

llldeleur and his Kajeaty'e Troops. e reoeive no intelligam,e 
ffom the said General, the pall889 • pzobably be18t. I ju. 
~ ... ,,., report from the Olifant.a River that the enem 

all tbe oountry u far u an der Wa1d'1, 
u:pc:llld, and op tbe enemy with patr of 

Bmpen, and will be able "th the • of God to o..._._ _ _. 
him 6om ad-.n.r.tne any farther. In the 

back by the BmgheiJ of neeuwbllg. .All the ~lli1illds 
Zuaneld han already fled towuda this Diltriot and nair-

dieu Brother. I rem&Ul ealut.ation from my 

) F uu. 
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[Copy.] 

Letter from MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS to 
DEPUTY SECRETARY Ross. 

SWELLENDAM, 15 August 179!J. 

DEAR Iloss,-I hope you will be able to prevail on the Commo­
dore to order the Ccimel to call at Plettenberg's I3ay fur the wood, 
likewise to send a }frigate to .Algoa Bay with flour, provisions, 
and ammunition for us, if a priYate vessel cannot lJe procured, but 
at all events a Convoy would be prudent. Believe me to be &c. 

(Signed) FnA:s-crs DUNDAS. 

[Copy.] 

Letter f ram the Landdrost of Stellenbosch to 
DEPUTY SECRETARY Ross. 

STELLENBOSCH, 15th Auguat 179!). 

Sm,-These are to inform you in reply to your letter of last 
night that as I recei 'd the accompanying two letters from the 
Landdrost of 8wellenc1am yesterday evening, I immediately con­
voked such of the IIeemraden as resille m this village arnl 
deliberatell on the contents of these letters, arnl that the sai1l 
Jleemraden were ·with me of opinion immediately to write to the 
l<'ieldcorncts of the Ho0<1ezand, Jlokkernl<l, lheede Hiver, Hex 
River, Behind the Hex Hiver, and 13osjesvel1l, requiring them to 
command their men to keep thernse1Ycs rea1ly immediately upon the 
first summons from the Lamldrost of 8wellernlam to march to such 
rendezvous as might I.Jc pointell out to them by the said LaiHl<lrost, 
which requisitions were without delay despatched acconlingly, so 
that I trust to hase accomplishell his Excellency's orders contained 
in your saiJ letter. 

In the mean while I have issued out proclamations in my 
district cautioning the Inhabitants against any un11ccessary alarm, 
but however exhorting them to he on their gnarcl, in order to 
prevent any confusion that could lead the goo<l Hottentots to 
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desert their Masters, which inconvenience would accomplish our 
misfortune, more especially should their slaves then join these 
Hottentots. The Inhabitants are for the most part experiencetl to 
lie of that nature that in similar cases from a premature appre­
hension ,they commit errors, the result of which is dangerous, 
wherefore it is needful that they should be prevented with every 
circumspection from the approaching evil; and at the same time 
wamed not to commit any violence under pretext of vigilance, 
and this is the reason why I have issued the aforesaid pro­
clamations. 

As soon as there arrirn further reports, I shall as much as 
possiLle Le on my guard, antl I request that you will from time to 
time send me information, that I may Le enauled in every case to 
adopt the necessary measures towards the safety of all that is 
committed to my care. l re(1uest you will report the aLove stated 
to Brigadier General .Fraser, as manifold business prevents me 
from writing to his Honor apart. I have &c. 

(SiJne(l) R. J. Y\N DER RIET. 

[Copy.] 

• Letter froni J\fAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS to 
DEPUTY SECRETARY Ross. 

SwELLENDAM, 16 August 1799. 

DEAR Srn,-Your letter of the 14th arrived here last night, 
the receipt of which I am to acknowledge before I set out upon 
the march to join l3. General V andeleur, respecting whom I am 
more at ease than I was some days ago, Uapt. Uampbell's Detach­
ment lul\iug joined him, and no doubt the Rattlcs,wkc has Lefore 
this lime ani vrnl in Algoa Bay. 

I am not iucliuetl to think that the Hottentots or Caffres have 
a~ yet fonne\l a positive resolution Lo attack our troops, though 
there cannot now lie :my doul>L of their inclination to seize any 
farnurahle opportunity for doiug so, cousequently it will be proper 
to Le upon our guaru, making a common cause with the l◄\mners 

who must neces:;arily be supvliou with Ammuuition. 
M ' <listauce from Cape Town will be shortly very great, so 
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as to prevent me from the timely knowledge of a vessel sailing 
for Europe, however take the first opportunity of writing 
Mr. Unuuas, I moan yourself privately, stating my absence, 
the reasons for it, anu giving him at the same time an account 
of our present situation, which is perhaps such as may be thought 
somewhat critical, consiueriug the disposition of the peoi;le of the 
Colony with our military force. 

It is my intention to place orderly Dragoons on the road from 
hence to Attaquas Kloof, which will facilitate the communication 
from town. 

I hope it will be possible to hire a vessel in the room of the 
Georgina, as her time will soon expire, for it is impossiule to 
depend on the Men of vVar, and the communication by sea 
between the Cape ancl Algoa, likewise a conveyance for Stores, 
&c., &c., must not for the future be left to chance or uncertainty. 

Is there any likelihood of the Camel receiYing the wood for the 
Burgher Senate ? I am &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DFNDAS. 

[Copy.] 

Lr/Irr /l'o11t l\L\.TOR GEXER.\L D ·xuAs to 
DEPUTY 8ECilETARY ROKR. 

ATTAQl:A's KLOOF, 20th Augu8t I7!Jn. 

DEAR Srn,-Let it he signified to the Lall(lrost of Stellenbosch 
that it is my wish the ])etal'hment from his District may procee<l 
to Swellenrlarn, there to wait farther orders, as it is my intention 
to direct them to join Yan der ·wall, who has stopp0<l the progress 
of the Savages at the OlifaHts Hiver, or shoulcl their services not 
he rcquirc<l in that quarter they may advance to the Camtoos 
Hiver where some of the people arc assembling, lmt from all 
accounts under so much consternation that I greatly fear that 
not very important services are to be cxpectecl from them. 

I mean to cross the Kloof to-day, the Light Compa11y ]mving 
marchecl yeRterclay evening, ancl on the other siclc the information 
I olJtain will enable me to determine in what manner the tran­
quillity of this part of the ('olony mn hP n•stnrccl, thou~h [ arn 
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led to despair almost of a reconciliation with the Hottentots, 
after the outrages they have wantonly committed, which there 
is too much prolmbility will place it out of my power to settle 
our affairs here upon a plan I had formed most agreeable to 
humanity. 

The Helays upon the road will very much facilitate and expedite 
our communication, therefore let me hear constantly from you. I 
am &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

[Copy.] 

Letter from MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS to 
DEPUTY SECRETARY Ross. 

l\hDDLE OF ATTAQUA'S KLOOF, 

4 O'CLOCK P.M., 20th .Ati!]USt 17()!). 

DEAR Srn,-The inclosed letter has just met me on the road, 
the per::;on who was sent with it from the other side Long Kloof 
not having ventured to pass the Gamtoos River with the letter 
he carried from me at Swell en dam for Brigadier General V andeleur. 
I am not, I 1nust confess, greatly astonished at the success hitherto 
of the Caffres and HoUentots, having observed the extraordinary 
timidity of the Dutch people to an extent beyond all example. I 
am &c. 

(Signed) :FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

LCopy.] 

Lett('}' from flRIGAJHT:R CiEXEHAL V\XDELEUR to MAJOR 

GEXERAL DUXD\S. 

FERREIRA'~, .Au!]t. 22nd I 7D!J. 

Rm, -I wrote to you ye, tcnlay by a small vessel prize to Com­
modore Lo:,:a1•k. She "·as to have put the letter on shore at 
f;t. Francis Bay, lrnt as I perceive iihe is still in the offiug being 
unalile lo proceecl against the rn,rth-,vest wind I take this oppor­
tunity of endeavouring to eommunicalc with you h Van Rooy 
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the W achtmeester, although I doubt much his being ahle to get 
safe over Camptoos River, as I was attacked by the Caffres on my 
return from thence on the 19th inst., my servant kille<l, and 
Mr. Hollings the Hospital mate severely wounded, our haggage 
Horses being quite tired from the length of the Journey (having 
at that time travelled upwards of sixty miles without food) we 
were obliged to abandon them to the Savages as well as our 
clothes and papers of every description, having no ei:;cort all 
resistance except for self preservation was in vain. Major Sher­
lock canied off Mr. Hollings behind him, and had it not heen 
for his steadiness as well as that of my orderly who both Rtrictly 
obeyed the instructions given them (of reserving the fire of their 
pistols) we must all inevitably have fallen a sacrifice. Fortu­
nately one life only was lost, but the want of my papers I feel 
severely as it in a great measure deprives me of the means of 
giving you so very minute an account of everything which has 
passed here as I could wish. Mr. Smith has probably reached 
you ere this, he knows perfectly eYery circumstance which has 
occurred and is very capable of giving you an ample detail. To 
him I beg leave to refer you for my opinion relative to the 
measures best to be auopted, as well as the force (in my mind) 
necessary to put them into execution. Major :McNab in his letter 
of the 14th mentions your intentions (if possible) of settling the 
affairs of this Colony without resorting to :Force. 

I wish from my heart iL may be the ca. e, at the same time that 
I candidly confess I do not sec the most distant prospect of con­
ciliatory measures having any effect, so -very much clate<l are both 
the llottcntots and Calfres at the dastardly cornluct of the Hoers. 
EYery alhance on our part towards reconciliation (I fear much) 
,vill be construed into timidity, and nothing ]mt a HOUIHl drnbliing 
will Lring these Na, ages to any reason. l\Iajor l\lc1 'a h's letter 
Halters me with the idea of seeing you soon 1iere. I hope arnl 
trust it will 110 the case, arnl I am eon,ince<l that half aii hour's 
conver:sation "ill enable you better to judge of the affairs of this 
district than if I was to write you a quire of paper. \Vhen you 
do come, let me entreat you not to attempt cros. ing the l'arnptoml 
Hirnr without a military force arnl that a re pc< table one, at least 
100 men. Tho Hottentots will mo1,t eertainly know of your 
movements and if you truRL to the Boern upon the Jirst Rhot l1l'ing 
Jired they will run away all{l kave ·ou in the lurch. My force 
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at present is so respectable and this post is so strong that nothing 
is to be apprehen~led from anything they can bring against us. 
Your instructions relative to collecting corn, &c., shall be attended 
to as much as possible. I however do not judge it prudent to 
make any detachment that can be avoided until the arrival of the 
Camd, which from Major McNab's last letter we are in hourly 
expectation of. The farmers from. Swellendam ought to be 
or1lere1l to bring as much Barley as possible upon their waggons, 
the furnge of this country being long since consumed and our 
horses from exce,;sivc luml duty in low condition. :From what 
J can learn the Caffres are not in great numuers except on the 
~ornlag's arnl Bosjesman's HiYers. There are however large 
detadu11ents of them on the Camptoos and Van Staaden's Hivers. 
l◄'rom information given me 1,y a Hottentot who bas deserted the 
CaJli:es and returned to his Master, I have some reason to think 
that they are ah·eady quarrelling amongst themselves about the 
<fo·ision of the spoil, the Caffres always taking a greater share 
than the Hottentots think them entitled to. He also mentioned 
that they were beginning to want ammunition and were making 
every effort to assemble as strong a force as possible to carry this 
post, as without our ammunition they say they cannot much 
longer continue their depredations. The necessity of watching 
"·ith n sharp ey~tlw Hottentot Corps as mentioned in your letter 
of the -1th inst. is very just, I must however do them the Justice 
to say that as yet they ham withstood every temptation. In the 
affair a few days since with the Caffres and Henegades I never 
saw men ueliave with more steadiness or spirit. I have &c., 

(Signe!l) T. P. V AXDELEUR. 

[Copy.] 

Ldtn· J1·01,i MA.JOit Gr.xmtAL DUNDAS to 
} )EJ>U'l'Y HECHETAHY Ho,:;:;, 

Pn:T YAl'< RooY'~, 2:lrd Augt. 170!). 

J>1un Rm,-Ha,ing de~irrnl Brigadier Genernl J<'razer to arm 
the Engli h Inhabitants of Cape Town in onler to be re:11ly to 
a si~t the ( :arrLon, it \l'ill l,e rerp1isite fo1 you to look at Lord 
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Macartney's instructions respecting the calling out the Militia, 
which after you have read the Brigadier will determine, consult­
ing you in the proper steps to be taken. 

The instructions from His Majesty to Lord Macartney given 
before he left England, and transferred by His Lordship to me, 
are to be found in a drawer of the Desk in my Room to be shewn 
you by Erskine. 

The Caffres and Hottentots are I find in considerable numbers, 
being a good deal elated in consequence of their successes against 
the Boers, who it seems are so much terrified at even a single shot 
from a Hottentot, there is no reliance on them. 

A check in any affair which we may find necessary to engage 
in would play the Devil in the Colony, therefore I am resolved to 
leave nothing to chance. I am, &c., 

(Signed) FHAXCIS DUNDAS. 

[Copy.] 

Letta from MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS to 
DEPUTY SECRETARY Ross. 

Wrnow SONDAo's, LANGE KLOOF, 24th August 17!19. 

DEAR Srn,-My letter yesterday has informed you of the 
Rattlesnake's arrival, which was to me very welcome intelligence, 
and her appearance not less agreeable to the Party at :Ferreira's, 
which stood in need of the articles on l>oard. 

I mean to beat our Confines if possible in such a situation in 
every particular as may render us according to the l ◄'rench term 
hors d'insultr, lmt hostilities arc to he nsoilled, on the contrary 
every exertion must be made to rcRtore Peace. 

I must confess that my task is likely to he more difficult than 
I expected at my departure from the Cape, however I do not 
despair of accomplishing the ohject in view, in spite of the 
obstacles I have to surmount. 

If thing8 are going on as well in Cape Town, aTl(l favomable 
accounts of Officers in other parts of the worl<l, the Country has 
nothing to fear. I am &c. 

(~ignccl) FH \NCIS DUND.\S. 
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[Office Copy.] 

Ltlta from the \VAR OFFICE to :MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS. 

DOWNING STREET, 27th August 1799. 

Sm,-Your several letters of the dates ancl numbers mentioned 
in the margin have been received and laid before the King. 

The only suhject mentioned in this correspondence 
No. 1. to which it is necessary that I should at present 
2nd Dec. 1798. f • h Q • 1 • h h • b t re er 1s t e ucs tion w uc as arisen e ween you 

o. 2. and the Judge of the Vice Admiralty Court, with 
23rd Jan. 1799. respect to the Cargo which had been landed from 
No. 3_ the Ship A,igclique brought into the Cape as a 
6t11 April 1799. Prize. I herewith transmit to you a Copy of a 

Letter which in obedience to His :Majesty's Com­
mands I wrote to His Majesty's Law Oificers, and of their Report 
upon the Question therein stated for their consideration, to which 
I have only to add that it is Ilis :Majesty's pleasure that no Prize 
Good the produce of any Country Eastward of the Cape of Good 
Hope should be sold at that Settlement for the consumption 
thereof, except such as arc strictly of a perishal>le nature, and if 
they are hmded at all, that they are to be kept under the Charge 
of the Ilevenue Oificers until they arc re-exported or sold for the 
Consumption of the Colony, if of a n.1ture so perishable as not to 
admit of re-exportation. 

J have the satisfaction to ac(1uaint you that two Ilcgimcnts of 
Jnfantry, consisting of about lGOO men, arc destined to proceed 
to the Settlement under your command, and that they will be 
prepared to embark in the course of the autumn. · 

[ Original.] 

Lrtta front Srn GEORGE YONGE to WILLLDr HusKI~::iON, EsQHE. 

Cmcm:sTER, August 2!l, 1799. 

DF,All Sm,-1 troubled you with a few lines lately, and harn 
now to acquaint you that I am arrirnd at this !)lace to lie near 
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Portsmouth and r0ady to embark the first fair wind, the Lancast£ r 
having received her sailing orders. When I last had the l'leasure 
of seeing Mr. Dundas I was assured that all the Recruits which 
could be spared should be sent to the Cape. \V oultl it not lie 
possible to get as many as are wanted by Volunteers from the 
Militia 1 The Garrison is 1100 deficient by the last returns, aml 
instead of 4,000 Men do not muster above 2,500. I was also 
promised the 22nd and 30th should be sent out. \Vo have been 
so long detained that I should hope they would not be long 
behind us. Be so good as to speak to Mr. Dunclas on this 
subject, and favor me with a Line by Saturclay's Post, directed as 
above, my Intention being to remain here till I go on Board, 
Sir Roger Curtis having promised to send for me when all is 
ready, and I can then go from hence and be on Board in three 
Hours time. I am &c. 

(Signed) GEO. YONGE. 

[Original.] 

Letter from MR. GEORGE BEST to \VILLL\::-1 HusKISSON, EsQRE. 

DEKE STREET, ST. JAMEs's, 2nd September 1700. 

Srn,-In a Correspondence between Sir George Yonge and 
Baron Lenthe relative to the Rev. Mr. Hesse, who has engaged to 
go to the Cape as Minister of the German Lutheran Congregation 
at that place, the last subject uncler consideration has been the 
mode of paying the Expenccs of his Voyage. His circumstances 
not permitting him to make any disbursement on that account, it 
has been submitted to advance him a Sum of Money for that 
purpose, which at the end of his Voyage he is to account for, or to 
pay him down immediately the allowance which may be deemed 
sufficient to defray his Expenses, and for which the mo(lerato sum 
of £100 has been proposed. To this proposal Sir George Yonge 
replied on lGth ultimo that he would immediately communicate 
the same to Mr. Dundas, in whose Department the business rested, 
and that he would forward it to the best of his power. But as 
Baron Leuthe has not yet received any answer to the point in 
question, which it becomes more and more necessary to acqna.int 
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:\1r. Hesse with, I have to request that you will be pleased to 
inform me of the result of Sir George Yonge's application on the 
subject, and am &c. 

(Signed) GEO. BEST. 

[Original.] 

Ptivafo Letter from SECilETARY BAR~ARD to the TIIGIIT 

IIoxouu.rnLE IIE::mY Du.·D.\S. 

CASTLE OF GooD IIOPE, September 13th 17D9. 

11¥ DEAll Sm,-You will find in the inclosed letter written t 
you hy the desire of General Dundas a general account of oc­
currences that have lately happened here, and the steps which 
have been taken in consequence of them, but I should think 
myself wanting in my duty towards you if I was not to endeavour 
to give you a more circumstantial detail not only of the Events 
themselves but likewise of the circumstances that occasioned 
them. 

In General Dundas's last letter to you he informed you of 
the distmbances which had happened amongst some disaffected 
}farmers in the District of Graaff Reinet, and of the opposition 
shown by them to the Laws of the Colony, from their having 
forcibly rescued a man of the name of Van Jaarsveld who was 
taken up on a charge of having committed a Forgery and was on 
his way up to Cape Town escorted by four Dragoons together with 
the Secretary of the District. After his rescue the Party returned 
in great force to the Drostdy and threatened the Landdrost that if 
he <lid not write to request a pardon for Van J aarsveld that they 
would put him to death. This the Landdrost was obliged to do, 
but at the same time sent a private message to General Dundas 
acquainting him with the critical situation in which he then ,Yas, 
being absolutely u Prisoner, und begging immediate assistance. 
In con cqnence of which Brigadier General Vamleleur was de­
spatched with a consillerable Body of Carnlry and Fifty Armed 
Hottentot~ by 1arnl, ,vhile another party of Infantry was sent hy 
sea to Zwartkops !liver; a junction was soon formed between the 
two Jlarties, the consequence was that the Boers who had taken 
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up arms were glad to fay them down again; a Pardon was granted 
by General Vandclcur Lo all those who did nut appear to have 
been Ilingleaders in the affair, they were taken into custody and 
sent up here. 

Previous to General Dundas's departure they underwent a very 
strict examination; against Van J aarsveld and a man of the name 
of Prinsloo there are the strongest proofs of Guilt, and likewise 
against two other men not yet taken, Conraad Buys and Tunis 
Botha; the others although most undoubtedly highly culpable, yet 
they seem to have acted more under the influence of the above 
mentioned four men than from any decided principle of disaffection 
in themselves; what General Dundas means to do with them when 
he returns I do not know, but I should hope that he will not 
permit them to return again into that District at least. 

I have great pleasure in acquainting you that not one of 
them could alledge the smallest cause of Complaint against His 
Majesty's Government here, some of them complained of their 
Landrost but I believe totally without foundation. The fact is 
they thought themselves out of the reach of Government and that 
they could play the same game they had done in the Dutch time, 
when the Government was too weak to oppose them. They had 
heard that the Lord (meaning Lord Macartney) had left the 
Colony and that he had taken the greatest part of the Troops with 
him, that the Men of War had also sailed for India, and that 
a very small Garrison remained, part of which, meaning the 
Dragoons, had been destroyed in the late Fire. They were 
however crnelly disappointed when they found in Twenty Days 
after the first account of the Uisturban~e reached the Cape Town 
two hundred Soldiers in the heart of their Country, a thing never 
heard of and always considered impossible at Graaff Heinet. 

I now come to what I conceive to have been the cause of the 
present disturbance, which is of a much more serious nature than 
that I have just mentioned. 

It was found necessary in order to preserve the peace of the 
GraaIT Heinet District and likewise that of Swellernlam, to stop the 
supplies of Gunpowder which the :Farmers can only obtain from 
Government, as no Merchant is allowed to sell it; this supply is 
absolutely necessary for them to have, as it is their only safeguard 
against JJosjesmen, Oaffres, and \Vild Beasts. The Hottentots 
who have long groaned under their treatment, and who have been 
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sighing for an opportunity of revenging themselves, thought this a 
fair nioment, and as there happened to be a harnl of Caffres (to the 
amount of about 3,000 or uwre) who hall 1 ernlte<l vg tiust their 
own ( 'hief arnl ha<l estabfohed themselves on this side of the Great 
Fi~h Hiver, from which plaec Ueneral Varnleleur had endeavoured 
lately to dislodge them, hut without succes,, to this Ilorue the 
Hottentots cmmnunicale<l the intelligence of the farmers being 
almost entirely without JJO\Hler and that a great part of the Troops 
that hacl he<'ll in the country were returned to Cape Town. All 
these circumstances combining \Yith the ahsence of the Farmers 
who had been made Prisoners, and whose habitations were left at 
the mere, of the first who chose to plurnler them, afforded so fair 
an opportunity of Hevcnge that I am not the lr.ast surprised at 
their lut\'ing availecl themselves of it. 

To stop their Depredations is now the work in which the 
General is cngage<l, and I fear it will be a tedious one, as the 
extent of the Country they have to aet in is immense, the forests 
prodigiou!s, and the lurking places where they can hi<le themselves 
during the day innumerable. The night is the time they choose 
for their attaeks, no Enemy "·hatevcr is to l>e seen by daylight, 
altho' they sec you and watch all your motions ; it, was at one 
time thcmght that the Farmers if they ha<l powder would lrnse 
heen sufficiently strong to lmYe suhclued them, but it was prove<l 
in an artion that 300 :Farmers had against li>0 Caffres and 
Hottentots in whid1 the ]1oers were heaten, five of them killed, 
arnl 10-1- hm·!'\eR taken from them, that if they were left to fight 
their own Rattles the District, of Graaff Heinct would Roon change 
its InhaliitantR. At present the Country of the Zuurveld from 
\\hieh the lJl'incipal supply of Cattle comes to Cape Town is 
totally <lcpopu]ate<l and laid waste, that of the Camtoos Hi rnr 
is in the same situation, and ha<l it not been for the immediate 
assistance giYen l>y General nurnlas the whole District would 
have fled, as they were panic Rtruck and l>esicles deprhed of the 
means of making opposition. General Vandelcur was not, able to 
a sisL them, as he Juul <liYi<lecl his Force and remained himself at 
Swartkops Jti,er with only al1011t 30 or 40 men till joined by 
Captain l 'amp bell ,rith the Light Company of the 111 st Hegiment, 
\\ ho ,rn' o]Jlige<l to make a circuitous mareh of Eighteen Jays 
owr an almost irnpas~alile Country before he could form a junction. 
Fort unatdy for both aud for the Colony he effected it, without any 
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loss. You will see, Sir, by General Vandeleur's letter which is 
inclosed in mine written by desire of General Dundas what his 
situation was even after this reinforcement, and how opportunely 
the Rattlesnake arrived. 

In the present situation of affairs there is nothing to fear as the 
last letter received from General Dundas of the 2nd of Sept. Inst. 
is dated from a place not above three days march from Zwartkops 
River; when the junction is formed there will be a force together 
of at least Eight hundred men, which I trust will be fully 
sufficient to restore peace in that District, unless the Great Caffre 
Chief should take a part against us. He is at present our l<'riend, 
and I hope will remain so. 

This, Sir, is the present situation of affairs here. The Cape Town 
has suffered no inconvenience as yet from these Disturbances, but I 
am much afraid that next year a scarcity of Butchers Meat will be 
the consequence of them, as I understand that immense quantities 
of Cattle have been destroyed or driven off by the Plunderers. 

I beg leave, Sir, to refer to the inclosed Copies of private letters 
from General Dundas to Mr. Ross and likewise three from General 
V andelcur to General Dundas for more thorough information. I 
shall have the honor of writing to you again very soon as another 
opportunity presents itself next week. In the mean time believe 
me, Sir, &c. 

(Signed) A. BARNARD. 

[Copy.] 

Letter from SECRETARY BARNARD to the RIGHT HONOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CASTLE OF GooD HOPE, 14th September 1799. 

Srn,-I have the honor of informing you by direction of the 
Lieutenant Governor Major General Dundas, whose absence from 
Cape Town prevents his embracing this opportunity of writing to 
you himself, that in consequence of information being received 
from the Landrost of Swellendam on the uth ultimo that con­
siderable depredations had been committed iu the District of Graaff 
Reinet by a number of Hottentots who had run away from their 
masters and had joined a baud of Vagrant Caffers, and that the 
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Inhabitants in the more remote parts of that District terrified by 
their Numbers and the Cruelty of their proceedings were flying 
from their habitations and leaving them and their cattle a prey to 
the merciless l3antlitti. 

In ortler to put an immediate and effectual stop to such trans­
actions, which, if allowed to continue, would soon destroy the 
richest and most valuable part of this Colony, General Dundas 
thought proper to set off himself on the 7th ultimo for Swellen­
dam, in order that the operations of the Troops sent to act in that 
quarter might be carried on under his own immediate direction, 
and likewise that he might be enabled to judge of the number and 
force of the plunderers and of the damage the Colony has sustained 
by their depredations, a knowledge impossible to he obtained from 
the vague and unsatisfactory accounts transmitted here. 

The day previous to General Dundas's departure he dispatched 
the Light Company of the 61st Regiment and 50 dragoons under 
the command of Lieut. Colonel Vandeleur to Swellendam, they 
were followed on the 16th by the Grenadiers of the same Regiment 
and the Light Company of the 81st with one field piece ; on their 
arrinl at the Lange Cloof they were joined by 50 Dragoons of the 
8th Regiment who have been guarding that important pass with 
their force and a number of armed peasants. The General 
advanced in order to open the communication which for some 
time has been in a great measure shut between the Cape Town 
and Brig. General Vandeleur who with about 200 men is covering 
that part of the Country about Swartkops River and keeping open 
the communication with the Cape Town by sea, this essential 
service you will perceive by a letter to B. General V andeleur a 
copy of which I have the honor of enclosing, he wil! be completely 
ahle to perform. His force in that quarter will also be consider­
ably augmented as His Majesty's ship the Camel sailed from this 
Hay on the 19th ultimo for Algoa Bay, having on board a Block 
House capable of containing 50 men which is intended to be 
erected there for the future defence of the place, the Detachment 
that is to garrison it and the artificers with their arms that are 
to put it together are likewise on board, the whole consists of 
about 80 men. When this reinforcement arrives General 
Vandcleur will be able to act on the offensive, and in all pro­
hability will a<lvance in order to form a junction with General 
] lnn<la~. 
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A body of three Hundred armed Inhabitants of the DistricL of 
Stellenbosch called out by the Landrost in consequence of an order 
to that effect from General Dumlas, marched from the Drostdy to 
Swellendaru, where they are to receive further orders. They will 
act in conjunction with those already collected in the District of 
Swellendam and considerably facilitate the movements and opera­
tions of His Majesty's Troops. I make no <louht, Sir, hut that the 
immediate active and very vigorous steps taken by Oeneral Dundas 
will in a Yery short time succee<l in reestablishing peace and gnod 
order in that rich and flourishing District, aIHl that the territied 
]farmer will be enabled to return again to his home and to reap 
the approaching Harvest in perfect security. 

I have further the honor of informing you that during the 
absence of Major General Dundas Brigadier General .Fraser 
remains in the commanu of the Troops here, an<l is likewise 
charged with the care and management of His Majesty's Interests 
in this Colony. I have &c. 

(This copy is not Rigncd.) 

[ Original. J 
Letta from DEPUTY SEURETARY Hoss to the HIGHT IloNounAnLE 

HENRY Du~uAs. 

CAPE OF GooD IlOPE, the 14th September 17!H). 

Srn,-In the absence of Major General llurnlas from this Scat 
of Government, I have the honour of complying \\ith his command 
in offering tu you a narrative uf the cause uf that temporary 
absence. In so doing I shall conRider it my duty to 1,e concise, 
to give a comprehensive statement, but to leave the <letail of 
particulars to Urn General upon his return. 

The General has already in several letters given you information 
of a revolt of the distant farmers uf this ( 'olony, who misled hy a 
few unprincipled men, and under the fallacious iclea uf being out 
of the reach of military execution, had ,eutured tu oppose t,lrn 
civil power. }'rom this first error they had with an e<1ual degree 
of thoughileRs fully, proceeded to take up arms un<ler the banners 
of these Leaders in orcler to oppose the King's Trnups, which under 
the command of Brigadier (leneral Vaudeleur had immediately 
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been sent to protect the civil power. Their ·degree of opposition 
amounted however only to some daring plans, which altho they 
were superior in numbers and had every other advantage, they 
knew not how to execute and on the nearer approach of the 
Brigadier General they laid down their arms, when twenty of the 
ringlea<lers of these He\Jels "ere selected and sent up to this Castle 
"·here they continue in close confinement. Defore I q_uit this 
source of the troubles that have since happened and which still 
l'xist, I am happy to declare that upon the examination of these 
prisoners they neither appeared to have had any plan of pro­
ceedings, nor the iutent of redressing any real grievances, but that 
they had lJcen led away from their allegiance and from their 
peaceable pursuits by projects of independence of which they soon 
saw the folly and had become perfectly sensilJle that they had 
;;takc<l their lives, their property, and a real state of prosperity for 
a 1:;ha<low of which they had heard \Jut of which they knew not the 
nature. 

But to return to the narrative more immediately leading to the 
present state of things. When these l◄'anners laid down their 
arms, it unfortunately happened that one or two of the principal 
leaders conscious of their unpan.lona\Jle degree of guilt, fled and 
,;ought shelter among a numerous horde of Gaffers, who under 
the Dutch Government had encroached on the borders of this 
Colony and esta\Jlished themsehes on the banks of the great 
Fish Hiver. These Caffers had lirnd in a state of mutual pre­
datory war with the Dutch farmers for some years, and from the 
length of time of their having heen allowed to occupy ground on 
this side of the fish ri rnr, which is considered the boundary, 
they became independent, and no longer acknowledged their 
own king. Soon after the escape of some of our Rebels these 
Caflcrs increa,:ed their depredations and penetrated farther into 
the Colony, but it remains as yet uncertain whether this was at 
the in:-;tigaiion of the Ue\Jels or of their own accord, from the 
cin:umstance of their having ouserved the defenceless situation 
in "hich the farmers had abandoned their possessions near the 
Fish Hiver during the period of their assem\Jling in arms. Be 
this as it may, in all proua\Jility 1.hc Ca!!'res would haYe c1mfined 
their warfare to the stealing of cattle, \Jut unfortunately at this 
period they were joined by a number of discontented Hottentots 
who during the lte\Jellion had run away from the formers with 
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arms and who now became very formidable and inveterate Enemies 
to their former masters, carrying in mind the deQ'Iee of cruelty 
and oppression they had so long experienced. These Hottentots 
led on the Gaffers, and so rapid was the progress of this Ban<litty 
tbat it became an act of pressing policy and humanity in this 
Government to restore arms and ammunition to the Farmers who 
from the folly of their proceedings had for a time forfeited their 
right of protection. In the first instance B. General Yandeleur who 
had already dispersed and sent back to this place his principal 
military force, assembled a number of Farmers to oppose and 
attack the Banditty, but their want of firmness and conduct so 
far increased and encouraged the Enemy, that a uniYersal con­
sternation and alarm was spreading rapidly, and Major Oeneral 
Dundas thought it most expedient immediately to treat this 
irruption in a very serious point of view. In order therefore the 
more effectually to restore the tranquillity and confidence of the 
Colony he set out himself on the 6th of August with a con ider­
able Body of Cavalry Infantry and Armed Peasants from this 
part of the Colony to co-operate with B. General Vandeleur and 
the Inhabitants of the distant parts, in checking the progmis of 
the Gaffers, and if possible by peaceable means to induce them 
to return to the :Fish river, at the same time to restore confidence 
between the farmers arnl the Hottentots. 

Thus Sir, I have without entering into any detail of particular 
circumstances, endeavoured in general terms to lay hefore you a 
state of our situation with regard to the interior of the Colony 
prior to the departure of the Major Ueneral, and I am happy to 
add that our accounts since received give us confident hope that 
tranquillity will soon be restored to the Colony. The White 
Inhabitants now appear so semible of the misery they have 
brought upon themsel VCR, that all i1lea of their own consPq m•nce 
has vanished into the most suhmi::isi ve admiration of the protcl'lion 
of that very Government against which they hail ,larecl to take 
up arms. I have &c. 

(Signed) II. Hoss, 
Deputy ~ceretary. 
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[Copy.] 

EJ:tract;; f1·0-m the Diary of the Secretary's Office. 

Glh August.-Recent Information relative to the Depredations 
of some vagrant Caffres and runaway Hottentots having induced 
His'Honor the Lieutenant Governor by a vigorous effort to relieve 
the sufferings of the defenceless Inhabitants in the distant parts 
of this Colony, and to superintend these operations himself, a 
circular Letter was written to the President and Members of the 
Court of Justice, the Burgher Senate, and the Fiscal, to inform 
them thereof and to desire that all applications they may judge 
it necessary to make may be addressed to Brigadier General 
Fraser, who is left in the command of the King's Troops and 
with the charge of His Majesty's Interests during the absence of 
the Lieutenant Governor. 

12th Angust.-Two letters from the Landdrost of Zwellendam 
dated 7th and 10th August were this day received in the office, 
stating the impossibility of forwarding the half of his expected 
Ammunition to Graaff-Reinet, requesting another supply of Am­
munition to replace at the Drostdy the portion which he has 
furnished to a party of armed Burghers, and reporting the arrival 
and farther dispatch of the first W aggon with Ammunition. 

The following copies of letters were this day received to be 
noted in the diary : A letter from Major McNab to the Fiscal, 
communicating to him Major General Dundas's desire that he will 
dispatch an Express to Mr. Maynier at Groene Cloof, directing him 
to come to the General at Zwellendam in order to assist the General 
in endeavouring to make peace with the Caffre~. A Letter from 
the .Fiscal to Mr. Maynier to that effect. A letter was also 
received from the Landdrost of Stellenbosch reporting: 1st A 
Mutiny broken out in the Namaqua Country, and appeased by a 
i>arty of Armed Burghers. ~nd A Conspiracy among J. G. Louw's 
Hottentots timely discovered, and the Conspirators killed. 3rd 
Ammunition to he most expeditiously forwarded to some Districts 
most expo:,ed to the incursions of the vagrant Uaffres and 
Hotten tots. 

Captain Linzee and Captain Lee having along with Brigadier 
General Fraser met to take into consideration the most effectual 
means of complying with the desire of Brigadier General Vande-
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leur of furnishing a Guard Ship to lie at Algoa Bay and for 
forwarding a supply of provisions, Captain Linzee produced the 
copy of an order from him to Captain C:-ootch, of the 10th Instant, 
desiring him to remain at .Algoa Bay till the arrirnl of the Camel 
and then to return to join the Fleet unless Brigadier General Van­
deleur should require his co-operation. Captain Linzee al,;o 
declared that as the Rattlesnake was victualled fur five months 
compleat she woukl, if rec1uired, he able to spare one or two months 
provisions to the General at Algoa Bay. Captain Liuzee was then 
requested to girn a more pointed order to Captain Gootch both 
relative to his remaining there as long as appeare<l necessary to 
General Yandeleur and lo furnish all as~istance of Provisions or 
Stores that might be required by the General, which Captain Linzee 
engaged to do. Captain Lee of the Camel declared that every 
possible dispatch should be gi rnn to his undertaking, and as he 
complained of delay from want of Boats, an order was immediately 
given lo hire or press as many ~hore 13oats as could be procured; 
and the Detachment of the Glst together with the .Artificers were 
immediately embarked. 

13th Aii,qu~t.-Innnediately upon the receipt of two Expresses 
from Major General 1)undas dated Zwellernlam 12th and 13th 
Instant, stating the ri,lf1ue of sernling Ammunition to Graaff-Heinet 
by the usual Houte, a hire<l Express was sent to l\lr. Bre,;ler hy 
the Karoo l'lains with a letter informing him that a supply of 
mnmunition under a Detachment is to lie sent by the Desert, arnl 
he is also desired to join or eommunicate with the ~lajor Ueneral. 
.\. second Gui<le was then procured to accompany a Detaehment 
across the Karoo Drn,ert with instrudions, letters of pass, and 
route. This <lcial'hmeut left the Castle this morning, arnl were 
obliged to carry with them Camp Equipage arnl prnYisions, ha\'ing 
to paRs a large tract of Country uninhabited. An Express was 
also last night sl'nt to the L:11ul<lrost of Htellenliosch to warn him 
of a reporte<l Conspimcy of Hottentots arnl of rngrant Caffres who 
might exlentl lo his llistricL 

lGth A11g11st.-Tlw slHl<len rernlL of the Hottentots arnl Caffrcs 
lu1,ing thrown many of the dispcrse<l all<l <lefenreless Inhabitants 
of Umaff lteinet into the power of these H,Lrnges, anll their stre11gth 
ha,ing inereasetl to such a de•~rec as to render it neeessary by a 
unilecl effort to clear lite Col011y of these llarnlitti, the Land<lrosL 
of Stellenbosch was hy express <lesirc<l to order a strong !'arty ol 
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armed men out of his District to proceeu immediately to Zwellen­
dam, where they ·will he joinecl by another strong party of the 
Inhabitants of th;it Distric.:t all(l of Graaff-Heinet, who are to co­
operate with the King's Troops urnler the command of lfajor 
( :eueral Dundas The Lancldrost was also informed that a further 
supply of Ammunition will he furnished to that Party when they 
join the main bOlly of the Forces, but that in the mean while it 
"ill he proper for them to take some ammunition with them. The 
< :rl!n.ulier Company of the Glst and the Light Company of the 81st 
Ju\ in'.!; been orderecl up the Country, the T.ancldrost of Stellenbosch 
wa,; direC'tecl to assemble the necessary '\Yaggons to meet them at 
] fottentots IIollancl on !-iatunlay Evening the 17th Instant. 

17th A11:111s/. -This morning early an Express from Stellenbosch 
clate1l one o'cloc.:k reported that in conser1uence of the official lette 
of Mr. lto~s the Lamhlrost hacl ordered the Heemrauen anu '\Var 
Couneil to assemble at daybreak thfa morning for the purpose of 
adopting immediate measures for forwarding a considerable number 
of Armed ;1Ien of his Distric.:t to Zwellemlam. Mr. Yan der Hiet 
ha Ying expressed difficulties relative to the furnishing of provisions 
on the road to this Detachment, Mr. Pringle the Commissary 
Ueneral and the :Fiscal immediately offered to go to Stellenbosch 
to settle all points, and 1\1r. Yan uer Hiet in reply to his letter is 
referred to Mr. Pringle for concerting measures relative to this 
movement, bl tit is recommended as likely to obviate all uiffieulties 
if this Detachment were to proceed io Zwellenuam singly, there to be 
emhodie1l anJ. lo r,!c.:eive farther directions from the Major General. 

'.!.:lrd A 11!Jllst.-Two Expresses were this <lay receirnd from Major 
< -:enernl J >undas, <lat eel Lange ]Goof the '.!.0th Instant, together with 
a letter from Hrig,tdier l1e11eral Vandeleur, tlate<l Zwartkops Hay 
the 1:lth Instant, in whil'h the General relates his haYing had an 
al't ion with the ( 'affres an<l Hottentots near his Uamp, who after a 
smarL firing were completely roule<l. A letter from Mr. Callender, 
1latl'd l'lettenherg'll Bay the :5th of August, stating the Inhabitants 
of that I >islrict lieiug muc.:h alarmed aJHl in ,nmt of Powder to 
def'eud themseh cs. .\. letter was also written to the Laml<lrost of 
:-;tdlen ho l'h, 1'ommunieating to him ;1lajor General l)undas's order 
that the I >etadunent from the I >istrid of Stellen hosc.:h may proceed 
to Zwelle1alam thl're to wait further orders. The LanddrosL was 
at the same time informed that it is the 1\Iajor C:eucral's intention 
of diredin" the l letachment to join Yan dcr '\Valt, who has stopped 
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the progress of the Savages at the Oliphants mver, but that should 
their services not be required in that quarter, they are to advance 
to Camptoos River, where the Inhabitants are assembling. 

Uth August.-A letter was this day received from the Lan<ldrost 
of Graaff-Reinet reporting on the actual situation of his District, in 
consequence of which an Express was immediately sent to forward 
a copy of the said letter to Major General Dundas. 

27th A11yust.-In consequence of an express last night received 
from Major General Dundas, dated the 23rd Instant, immediate 
orders were given for a further Detachment of the Glst Hegiment, 
with one field piece, one howitzer, and ammunition to join the 
Major General; these letters were immediately forwarded to Simon's 
Town to Brigadier General Fraser, and in the mean while the 
W aggons required for this Detachment were warned to be in the 
Castle tomorrow morning. A letter sent off to the Landdrost of 
Stellenbosch to order a relief of 50 Waggons &c. to meet them at 
Hottentots Holland's Cloof. In consequence of the letter of the 
24th Instant from Major General Dundas countermanding the 
march of the Detachment and Guns for which the Landdrost of 
Stellenbosch was desired to assemble Waggons at the house of the 
widow Morkel, a letter was this day written to the Lamldrost to 
give him immediate notice thereof and warning him of the propriety 
to have a list of W aggons under orders in the event of any change 
of circumstances. 

3rd Septcmber.-The following three prisoners arrived this 
morning from Graaff-Heinel, viz.: Andries Petrus Burger, Carolus 
Johannes Treganl, and ,Jan Zeeman, of which the latter after 
examination held in the Secretary's Offwe was allowed to go to 
Cape Town there to remain till further orders. 

7th Septanher.--A letter was hy Express received from tho 
Larnldrost of Craaff-lteinct, dated 2Gth August 17\10, reporting on 
the disturbances in Graaff-Heinet, and re<1ucsting that Uovernment 
may adopt the necessary measures to check the flying of the 
Inhabitants from his 1 listrict. 

10th Scptembcr.-The Fiscal reported the arrirnl of the Hotten­
tot from the Namaqua Country whom Mr. Maynier luul re<picste<l 
to be sent for, and the J<'iscal is to sornl him ou an open letter or 
or<ler for this Hottentot to he furnished with Horses on the road 
to 0raaff-Heinet. The Hottentot is also to he furnished with 
eloaths and money to be charged in the pub]ir arrount. 
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11th Scptcmber.--C. Tregard from Graaff-Reinet was this day 
examined relative to his knowledge of the late Rebellion of the 
white Inhabitants of that District, after which he was released 
from close confinement, but he is to remain in the Castle till the 
further commands of His Honor the Lieutenant Governor regarding 
him are known. 

13th Scptcmber.-A letter was this day received from the 
Ollieers of the Stellenbosch Detachment reporting that nothing 
but want of ammunition retanlc<l their marching from Zwellen­
dam to Graaff-Reinet according to the orders of Major General 
Dundas. 

15th Scptcm,ber.-A letter was this night sent by Express to the 
Landdrost of Stellenbosch desiring him to have 26 '\Vaggons at the 
Paarl Church on Tuesday morning for forwarding a Detachment of 
the Uarrison towards Graaff-Reinet. 

17th Scptembcr.-A letter was this day written to the Officers 
commanding the Stellenbosch Detachment at Zwellendam, ac­
know leduing their letter of the 12th in which they state that want 
of ammunition had prevented them from proceeding to Graaff­
Reinet. They were informed that their statement was the more 
surprising since the Landdrost had informed Brigadier General 
:Fraser that upon their departure from Stellenbosch a certain 
quantity had been distributed to each individual of their Corps, 
which must still be in reserve, that very considerable quantities of 
Ammunition have already been sent up to various parts of the 
Country, and that they will find plenty on the road to Graaff­
Reinet; that Brigadier General Fraser cannot at the distance 
judge of the light in which the Commander in Chief will consider 
their long stay at Swellendam at a time wlv•n the public service 
all(l the distress of their follow countrymen so urg,mtly called for 
their exertions; however as they have addressed a requisition for 
ammunition a waggon has this day been sent with 2 barrels of 
l!owder, 500 lbs. of Lead, and 500 }<'lints. They were moreover 
informed that Tieleman Hoos upon his return to the District of 
~tellenboseh has been arrested as a mutinous ])eserter and is now 
in confinement in this Castle, that the remainder apparently 
misled by this Roos have been permitted to return to the Detach­
ment, upon a proper acknowledgment of their error, and their 
Otncen; arc therefore desired to receive them again under their 
r·ornmanrl. 
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[Original] 

Ptitatc Letter from ~ECHETAl!Y B.\l!X\HI> to thl' Hrrnrr 
IIoxouRAllLE lIE::-RY Du~rn.\s. 

CASTLE OF GOOD llorE, &pt. the 21st 17!>\l. 

MY DruR Srn,-In my last letter of the J.1th lnst., \\hich went 
l,y the Hon'ule the East India Uompany's extra ship the 1'hclis, I 
had the honor of informing you Ly the desire of Cleneml Dundas 
of a Disluruance which had taken place in the lliistrict of Graaff­
Heinet, and likewise of the steps he was taking lo put a stop to it. 
No. 1 is a duplicate of that letter and its indosure. No. ~ is the 
Duplicate of my l'ri rnte Letter lo you, in ,,hich I ha Ye ell(lea­
voured to giYe you a more thorough knowledge of the Business, an<l 
to make you acquainted not only with the E, ents themsehes lmt 
likewise with the Circumstances which occasioned them; the 
indosures contained in it will considerauly assist in giYing you 
this necessary piece of information. By this I send you No. 3 a 
Copy of the Diary kept in my ofliee, and No. 4 Uopics of Letters 
from the different Landrosts. The first will shew you what has 
lieen done, and the other will prove the ahsolute necessity there 
was for Yigurous and actiYe measures lJeing immediately pursued. 

l was in great hopes that I shuultl lune lieen al,le by this time 
to have ·written you a more satisfactory letter, hut liy the last 
accounts we had from General Durnlas, elated the 4th Inst., he 
was still at Gamloos Hi,er, so that the ,Junetion between his Party 
and that of ( ,eneral Yalllleleur had not then l>een effected; until 
that takes plaee l ueliern that it is not the Ueneral's intention to 
act on the offonsi Ye. An order was Rent at the same time to 
Ueneral Fraser for a hundred arnl thirty men of the Hist Hegiment 
and one field pieee to be sent off immediately to the llrostdy of 
Gmaff Heinet, as great alarm was entPrtainell for the safety of the 
Lamlrost who h:ul written in the most pres. ing mamwr for assist­
ance, whieh it was not in the Ueneml's ]JO\rer to affonl ltim from 
his Detachment. 

A hunclrell and thirty l\1arines from the Squ:ulron are now on 
Rhum doing duty in this ( larri~<m, "hieh is a cunsi(lerable relief' to 
the rest of the Troops here. 

Give me leaYe, Sir, to suggest to you the vrcsi-;ing lleccssity that 

 

 



Records of the Cape Colony. 498 

therJ will now be for a considerable augmentation of our Force. 
The present state of it you are fully acquainted with by the last 
rdurns, since which there has been no great diminution, but that 
forc:e will no longer be su!ficient to protect the Cape Town, and to 
maiutain peace and good order in the District of Graaff Reinet, 
where it will Le now absolutely necessary to keep a constant force 
of not less than three hundred men, without which it will, in my 
opinion, Le impossible for us to keep possession of that Fertile 
District, the distance from hence is so great and the moving of 
Troops in this Country so very difftcult that an Army of .Five 
Thousand Men were they to be stationed in Cape Town could 
afford it no Protection, as the irruption of the Caffre.:; and Hotten­
tots is so sudden and so rapid that a few nights will suffice to 
ornrturn and destroy the labors of many years, whereas Troops 
kept in the District will give confidence to the :Farmer, maintain 
the Law, and keep the Caffres in constant check. View it also in 
another light : "\Ve know from experience that in that District 
there are many People disaffected to this Government or indeed to 
any other, having imbibed the cursed French Principles of Liberty 
and Equality. Algoa Bay is capable of containing a great many 
ships, and any number of men might be landed there without our 
knowing a syllable of the matter until we found an Enemy 
established in our Country, and our supplies of Cattle, &c., cut off. 
Even a few Dtlsperate ]follows landed there would occasion infinite 
trouble and uneasiness here. You may recollect, Sir, that some 
time ago Lord 1\Iacartney wrote you word of a Brig that was taken 
by a "\Yhaler in Delagoa Bay, having a (1nantity of gunpowder and 
mnmunilion on board. She was intended for Algoa Bay, and I 
very much suspect that the :French ]frigate the Pruclrnte that was 
lately taken hy the Doxlalus off the coast was destined for that 
Bay also, as she had a vast number of Volunteers on board from 
Lhc Mauritius, and was in such a decayed situation that it was 
impossible for her to continue cruizing. The force I mentioned 
will be fully sufiicient to guard that Place against any attempt 
that may be made by an Enemy in this quarter; and I trust that 
our Enemies at home have their hands too full of lmsiness and are 
besides too weak for us to be appreheusiYe of their paying us a 
visit here. However, Sir, give me leave to repeat that a Rein­
forcement will lie necessary and that as soon as possible, indeed 
G •ueral nurnlas expecte<l a Regiment by the very fir:st ships. 
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I am happy to have it in my power to say that in every other 
particular the Colony is in a flourishing state. The Harvest this 
season has every appearance of being an abundant one. The 
Revenue at present is increasing, but I fear that for some time we 
must not expect much from Graaff Reinet, indeed that District 
was always behind hand, without any reason for being so. 

"\Ve have heard of the appointment of Sir George Yonge to be 
Governor of the Cape, and expect his arrival every day, as we 
were informed by the Company's ship the Asia which was obliged 
to put in here for water, that Sir Roger <'urtis was ready to receive 
him on board the Lancaster, and that he was expected at Ports­
mouth when they sailed. 

As I have nothing more particular to say, I shall not trespass 
any longer upon your time at present. I hope soon to have 
another opportunity of writing to you, and to have the pleasure of 
communicating some good news from the Interior. I have &c. 

(Signed) A. BARNARD. 

[Copy.] 

Letter from MAJOR GENEJ\AL DUNDAS to 
CAPTAIN GEORGE LOSACK. 

ALO0A. BAY, 21st September 17!19. 

DEAR Srn,-I am to acquaint you by Captain Lee's <l.esire, who 
is so much engaged as to haYe no time or leisme for writing, that 
a large French ]frigate entered this Bay a little before sun set 
yesterday and anchored about !) o'clock between the (Jamel and 
Rattlesnake, when a very brisk and unremitting action commenced, 
which concluded at ½ past 3 o'clock this Morning, the French 
Vessel having made sail to another part of the Bay apparently 
damaged but seems to be refitting, and it is thought by the Naval 
Gentlemen she will as soon as possible renew the engagement 
with our two Ships, being of superior force, in my opinion a 
]frigate of 3G Guns and resembling the Oiscaii so to have been 
last night when she first appeared supposed to he Captain Linzec's 
Ship from the Cape. Unluckily both Captains Lee & Cood1 wilh 
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several Officers and Men were on shore with me, the surf during 
the whole Night having been so high as to baffle all their en­
deavours for getting on board. 

I send Major of Brigade Abercromby to the Cape in order to 
explain to you the particulars of the occurrence of last Night. I 
must confess I have apprehensions as to the issue of a second 
combat, owing to the manifest strength of the Enemy with which 
His Majesty's Ships are to encounter. Excuse haste. I am &c. 

(Signed) FRAS. DUNDAS. 

[Copy.] 

Letter from LIEUTENANT WILLIAM FOTHERGILL to CAPTAIN Goocu 
of His :!lfaJesty's Sloop Rattlesnake on shore at the British 
Ga1np near Algoa Bay. 

Hrs l',fAJESTY'S SLOOP Rattlesnake, ALGOA BAY, 

CAPE OF Goon HOPE, 21st September 1799. 

Sm,-I have the pleasure to inform you that yesterday after­
noon at about 4 o'clock (the Wind then blowing in fresh from the 
E.S.E.) we pe~eived a strange sail to the Eastward standing to 
the South West, for which the Gamel made the Signal to the shore. 
About s1m set she altered her course and bore down directly 
towards us with a Danish Jack flying at her Mizen Peak, and we 
could soon after discern her tier of Ports, which together with the 
cut of her sails made us suspect her to be a Frigate. When it 
was nearly dark she handed her sails and dropp'd down upon us 
with her Broadside towards us until within about 3 Cables length 
of us when she brought up (rather on our larboard Bow), soon 
afterwards the Surprizc Schooner who had been endeavouring to 
work out of the Bay having passed within hail of her ran under 
our stern and told us she was a French Frigate. I immediately 
made the Private Signal to the Gamicl, and fired a shot under the 
.Frigate's stern which she did not return or take the least notice 
of. We at the same time cleared Ship for action and got springs 
on 110th our Cables. Shortly after tlrn Camel's Boat called on 
board and told us they had been alongside the strange ship giving 
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the same account of her as the Schooner had before done. ~\ t 
8 I sent a Boat on hoard the Camel to let them know we ,ren; 
ready and to enquire whether they intemleu to fire. She returnd 
with an answer that they were getting a spring on their Cable 
aml would hoist a light at the 1\Iizen Peak when they ·were 
ready. 

At ½ past eight the Camel not making any si.~nal, and the 
]frigate appearing lo drop towards us, I suspected that her inten­
tion was to hoard us, we therefore got our Tiroa<lside to hear on 
her and commenced our :Fire, which was soon seconde<l by the 
Camel, and very warmly returne<l hy the Enemy who hoistC(l a 
:French Ensign and appeared to direct the chief part of his fire at 
the Camel. About Midni<rht the Wind shifting to a fresh Breeze 
from the N.W., the fire from the C'mnd l>eing consideralily 
slackened, and shortly after entirely silenc;ed, the Enemy got a 
spring on his Cable and hrought his Broa<l ,-ide to hear on the 
Rattlesnake, continuing to engage us with a smart fire (taking Yery 
little further notice of the C((rntl who "·ithin the last half hour of 
the Action fired a few Guns) until half past three in the morning, 
when he slipt his cable, ma<le sail, and ran off before the wind; 
she however remained in sight until 11 o'clock, at which time she 
was standing to the Southwanl under her courses arnl Main Topsail, 
which as the Wind was moderate makes me suppose she was 
cripJJled in her Masts. I am extremely indebted to Mr. McCarthy 
the 1\Im,ter for the very great assistance which I received from 
him dur1-ng the whole of the action. Mr. IIufoert the ]\1rser 
deserrns my acknowledgments for ltis attention in supplyiug the 
Cuns with ammunition arnl eYery other nect>ssary article; also 
Mr. Smith, Boatswain, Mr. l◄'ergnson, the (hnrncr, aml Mr. Bryan, 
Master's Mate, for their exertions at their Quarter:,; arnl I trust 
the whole Ship's Company will l>e allowe<l to deserve eYery 
commendation in my power, con~i<lering the hrnvy fire to which 
they were so long e.·prnmd and that of lOG 1\Icn l>elonging to tho 
Ship Hi were detained on shore hy the violence of tLe Surf which 
rendered it totally irnpossihlc for them to get on hoanl, in short if 
the C'amrl hall not unfortunately been disa1>1c<l I have no <loul>t 
hut we shoul<l have heen able to give a go0<l account of our 
Enemy. I am extremely happy in hcing able to add that our 
loss in Men (a List of which is~suhjoine<l) is nry trifling. 

The Main Mast, Mizen Mast, Main Top Mast, arnl Bowsprit 
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wounued with about 8 Shot between \Vind anu \Vater, and some 
immaterial damage in the Rigging is the only injury which the 
Ship has sustained. I have &c. 

(Signcu) \V M. FOTIIERGILL. 

P.S.-Thc Prizemaster of the Snrprizc Schooner informs me 
that the Frigate has 15 Ports on her Main Deck, anu her Shots 
that came on board us arc 18 Pounders. 

List of Killed and Wounded. 

1\fr. Jno. Drew, Carpenter, killed. 
\Vm. Barter, Quartermaster, killed. 
J as. Kea ping, Seaman, wounded se,erely, 
.Ancl a few others very slightly. 

[Original.) 

Lctlel' from Mn. ,Ton~ Pm:au; to \VILLI Dr HusKISSOX, E. QUE. 

CAPE OP Goon HOPE, 21st September l 7!l!l. 

Sm,-:My last letter was on the fith April, Duplicate of which 
I have alrca<ly had the honor of sending to you. The situation 
of this Colony must be sufficiently known to you. I am sorry 
that, it, is imch that the Invesiment fincls few or no purchasers, the 
Colony is full of all such Arti!'ks, arnl the .Farmers cannot come 
in from the Country as usual. 

The Cartoon have been at last received, ancl as General Dundas 
is absent, I beg leave to enclose you my own first of Exchange at 
30 Days sight on Messrs. Cheap and Laughnan for the amount, 
being £330-8-0 sterling, for which please give me credit. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) JOUN PRINGLE. 

II. 
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lCopy.J 

Letter frorn MAJOR GENERAL Du::rnAR to 
DEPUTY S.c:u1rnTA1tY Hoss. 

CAMTOOS R1VEn, 21st Sept. 1799. 

DEAR Srn,-The Dispatch with your letter of the 24th August 
arrived here the night hefore last, ancl though the letter before 
sent you of the Brigaclier may have appeared satisfactory the 
inclosed will occasion the contrary sentiment. 

Though my task here is so clifficult and my trouble or fatigue 
will be considerable, I must laLour to accomplish it, otherwise the 
Country will he completely ruined, the Savages having already 
clone much mischief and will certainly do a great deal more unless 
something is done to stop their progress ancl restore tranquillity. 

The letter from the Lanclrost of Graaff Ueinet having heen 
written at the outset of the clisturLances, the hostilities which he 
relates were not unknown to me, and as I have not heanl of any 
new calamities through vVandeweldt or others I conclucle that 
nothing more has happened, therefore it is my opinion the timid 
Bresler with his Drostcly is not in very imminent clanger. 

I believe the intention of the Caffres and Hottentots is merely 
to possess themselves of as many cattle and to destroy as many 
habitations as possiLle. Their numbers I cannot at this lime 
conjecture, but their Policy is sufficiently evident. The Rource of 
the present evils it is needless to talk about, if we ha\'C been 
guilty of any indiscretion let us encleavour to amend our conduct 
and find the remedy. I am &c. 

(Signed) :FitANCIS DUND.\.8. 

f Original.] 

;ld11ma11t !'I TABLE IlAY, 

C.t.PE Ot·' (loon lloPI\ HIit Octol,er 1799. 

Sm,-1 have the honor lo enclose to yon for their Lordships 
information a Copy of a Letter I re<'ciYc1l from ~fa,ior <:c1wral 
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Dundas on the 27th of September last informing me that a French 
Frigate had put into Algoa Bay and of her having engaged His 
Majesty's Store Ship Oamcl and the Rattlesnal;;e Sloop for six 
hours and a half, when she was by them beat off, as also the Copy 
of a Letter from Lieutenant Fothergill first of the Rattlesnake to 
Captain Gooch transmitted to me by Captain Lee of the Oa1nrl 
which will fully inform their Lordships upon that subject. The 
conduct of the Officers and Crews of His Majesty's Ships upon 
this occasion appears to me to be highly meritorious. 

Brigadier General Fraser having also received a Letter from the 
Major General, representing that the Troops were in great want 
of Stores and Provisions and desiring him to request I would 
afford such assistance as was in my power to convey them to 
Algoa Bay I immediately ordered L'Oiseau and Jupiter to tak•i 
on board as much Provisions and Stores as they could possibly 
store and proceed without a moment's loss of time to Algoa Bay 
there to land them if the Weather would permit, but if not to put 
them on uoard the Oarnel and Rattlesnal:e, having done so to 
proceed instantly to sea in quest of the French Frigate. L'Oisemi 
sailed from Taule Bay on the 29th of Septemuer, and the Jupiter 
on the 1st instant with the Rcgnlus Store Ship under her convoy. 
The two Ships not being able to take on board the quantity of 
Provisions and Stores directed to be sent to Algoa Bay, General 
Fraser took upon himself to hire the Ship Reguliis for that purpose 
upon my declining to give my consent to her being taken up at 
the very great price demanded. 

L'Oiseau, Jupiter, and Rcg11lus arrived in Algoa Bay on the 
8th of October, His Majesty's Ships sailed from thence on the !Jth, 
leaving the Regul11s to be unladen by the Oanicl & Rattlesnake. 
On the 11th Captain Granger of His Majesty's Ship the Jupiter 
fell in with the :French Frigate and brought her to action, the 
particulars of which will be transmitted to you for their Lordships 
information by Captain Edwards of His Majesty's Ship the Sceptre. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) G. L0SACK. 
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[Copy.] 

PROCLAMATION 

By BRIGADIER GENERAL HENRY FRASER. 

The Burgher Senate having represented that it is highly 
requisite in order to keep the upper or new road between the 
Castle and the Drie Koppen in proper repair, that the use of 
that road be interdicted during the summer, and having for that 
purpose requested me to authorize them to cause the said upper 
road to be shut up, as has been heretofore customary, I have, 
in confidence of its being for the general benefit, judged proper 
to grant the request of the Burgher Senate; and hereby authorize 
and empower them to shut up the upper or new road from the 
Castle to the Drie Koppen in the usual manner, from the Date 
of the present Proclamation to the last Day of next March, during 
which period the lo,ver or old road only shall be made use of, 
and I do hereuy forbid and interdict all and every one from 
attemptmg to pass or fre<]_uent that part of the new road which 
is crossed with uars, either with '\V aggons, Carriages, Horses, 
Cattle, or Sheep; and I moreover give notice and warning that 
I confirm and renew the Penalty of twenty Hixdollars to he 
levied on all persons that shall attempt to transgress this order, 
of which, as heretofore, one third part is to ue paid to the Informer 
arnl the remaining two thirds to the Treasury of the Burgher 
Senate. 

Given under my Hand and Seal, Castle of Good Hope, this 
29th day of Oetouer 17UD. 

(Signed) HENRY .FltASJm. 

[Original.] 

Letter frorn Uol\l:IIODOHE LoS.\CK to EVAN NEPR\N, EsQHE. 

,l,,p-ita IN TABLT! IlAY, 

UArE o~· Goov llorE, 7111 November 17!HJ. 

Srn,-It is with much concem I am to acquaint you for their 
Lordships' information of the loss of His l\fajm,ty's Ship the 
Sceptre in this Bay, together with lhe Ships and V esscls uarne1l 
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in the accompanying list, on the fifth instant, it then blowing a 
gale of wind at the North-West. The Sceptre parted her best cable 
about seven o'clock in the Evening, and went on shore. At eleven 
a Sea struck her on the broadside, when she became instantly the 
most compleat wreck ever beheld. 

I am sorry to add to this melancholy disaster that Captain 
Edwards, his son, some officers, and the greater part of the Ship's 
Company perished in the wreck. 

Every effort is using to save her stores, but I am afraid most of 
them will be lost. 

I enclose for their Lordships' information a List of the Officers 
and Men that survived the disaster, as also of those who were 
drowned. 

In consequence of Captain Edwards' death the command of 
His Majesty's Squadron employed on this Station is again 
devolved to me. 

I have given Mr. John Bury, Surgeon of His Majesty's late 
ship the Sceptre, leave to retmu to England in the Upton Castle, 
and have charged him with this Letter. I have &c. 

(Signed) G. LOSACK. 

[Original.] 

List of Ships driven on slwre in Table Bay, Cape of Good Hope, in 
a heavy Gtile of Wind at N. TV. the fifth Day of November, 1709. 

His Majesty's Ship the Sceptre. Captain Edwards, Lieutenants 
Munn and Bartlett, Mr. Edward Bones, Master, • Mr. Alexander 
Baxter, Gunner, ]\fr. Robinson, Boatswain, ]\fr. Barlow, 1\fr. 
William Edwards, Mr. Thomas Giles Kilbourne, and Mr. James 
Tucker, Midshipmen, and about two hundred and eighty men 
drowned. 

Oldenburg, Danish 64-Gun Ship, Commodore Fischer. Crew 
all saved. 

Sierra Leone, English Whaler. Thomas W atterman, Master. 
Crew all saved, and it is thought her Cargo will also be saved. 

Anubis, American Ship. Is. Bridges, Master. Crew all saved, 
and it is Lhought her Cargo will also be saved. Laden with Cotton. 
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Hannah, American Brig, James Weyman, Master. Crew all 
saved, and it is thought her Cargo will also be saved. Laden 
with Piece Goods. 

A Spanish Brig, Prize. Crew saved. 
(Signed) a. LoS.\CK. 

[Original.] 

List of Officers and J,fcn S(1'1:ed from the 1Vrccl.; of His J.[11jcsl//11 Ship 
the Sceptre the 5th of November 17\JV, as also snch as were on 
shore at the time of her being wrecked. 

Lieutenants J as. Pengelley, Thos. Tudor Tucker, IIon'blc 
Alexander Jones, N. J. Willoughby, R Smart, and Wm. Dredge. 

Lieutenants of Marines Douglas and B. vV. l\fcGibbon. 
Mr. John Bury, Surgeon. 
Mr. J. Dredge, Purser. 
Mr. Jvmes Shaw, Master's Mate. 
Midshipmen .James Sphynx, John H. Buddle, Stephen Popham, 

James Petlet, Chas. Wm. Chalmers, and John Thompson. 
Revd. Thomas Tringham, Chaplain. 
Mr. Bossell, Carpenter. 
And one hunched and nine Seamen and Marines. 
Total one hundred and twenty-eight Officers and Men. 

[Original.] 

Letter Jro1n Co~movo1rn LoSAUK to Ev AN EPEAN, Et1QRE. 

Jupiter IN TABLE BAY, 
CAPE OP GOOD llOPE, 22nd November 1799. 

Sm,-I beg leave to acquaint you for their Lordships' informa­
tion that since the wreck of the Sceptre the weather has heen 
moderate, which has enabled me to save some of the Stores that 
were in her, and shoul<l it continue to be so I am in great hopcfl 
many more will l1e savccl ..... I have &c. 

(Sigucd) 
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Letter from MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS to 
\VILLIA1I HusKISSOX, ESQUE. 
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CAPE OF Goon IloPE, 24th November 1799. 

Srn,-I am to acquaint you that in consequence of Services· 
rendered to this Government by the enclosed list of persons, Com­
mandants of the Militia, I have been induced to promise them an 
English Musket apiece to be presented in His Majesty's name. 

I have the honour to enclose a description of the required Guns 
and to request that you will be pleased to order them as soon 
as possible consigned to me at the Uape of Good Hope. I am &c., 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUXDAS. 

Commandant Van der Walt's Gun is to be a double barrel with 
several sights, very large bore calculated for killing elephants 
long and strengthened at the stock with a thin plate of iron. 

Commandant Lambert's is to be a single Barrel, very large 
in the bore and very long for killing Elephants or Rhinoceroses. 

Com. Hendrik Rensburg's to be the same as the last. 
One spare one do. do. 
They are all to be packed in neat cases with Cleaning Ramrods 

&c. &c. and a i3rass Plate must be on each case with the name of 
the respective Commandant to whom it belongs and the following 
inscription : "Given by Major Gener.al Dundas as a· reward for 
services done to the British Government anno 1799." 

[Enclosure in above.] 

llfcmorancfom for H. Ross, EsQRE. 
Presents for the Uuffers. 

Beads, small black, blue, green, pale blue, pale green; in short 
all colours but red and white are desiral>le. Copper Ornaments 
of all sorb,, but principally hreast plates ancl wire for large rings 
for their arms. Copper in sheet. Cutlery: coarse knives to 
shut into cases. Tinder boxes and flints. A few dozen of lai·ge 
handsome copper hreastplates with the British Arms engraved arc 
recommended for the Chiefs. Small looking glasses. 
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[Copy.] 

Letter from BRIGADIER GENERAL :FRASER to the RIGHT HONOURABLE 
L01rn CLIVE in Coiincil. 

CASTLE OF GOOD liOPE, 2nd December 1799. 

Jl.,fy Lo1m AND GENTLEl\IBN,-In the absence of J\fajor General 
Dundas from the Cape Town, I have the honor of acknowledging 
the receipt of your several Letters of the lith and 13th of August 
which are also signed by the Right Honourable the Governor 
General; to whom, to yourselves, and to every well wisher of his 
Country's Interest I beg leave to offer my sincere Congratulation 
upon the glorious termination of the "\Var with Tippoo Sultan. 

I observe that the supplying of the market of the Cape with 
Goods from India through the means of the Hon'ble Company 
remains impracticable; and that you propose encouraging the 
Merchants of your Presidency to enter into commercial engage­
ments fur the purpose. All India l\forcharnlize whic:h shall there­
fore be brought here by individuals having your licence will he 
atlmitte<l to an entry. . . . I have &c. 

(Signetl) HENRY .FRASER. 

L Copy.] 

Letter froui llmGAJJIElt Om-;ERAL :FnASER to thr Clournor in 
Council, JJoml)((.IJ. 

CA~TLE OP GooD llol'E, 2nd December 1799. 

GENTLEMEN,-In alJsence of l\Iajor General Dundas from the 
Cape Town, I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 
duplicate of your letter of the 5th of February I 79U. 

I observe that you have co1mtermandcd the supply of the 
Goods agreeable to the Burgher 8enate's !n(lcnt, which on the 
Hon'ble Company's account you had ordered from Surat. The 
Ilon'ble the Governor General has also given notice to this 
Government, that for the present it is his intention to leave the 
Rupply of the Cape Market to such IndiYidual Merchants as 
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l'hoose to enter into such Speculations; should similar ad.-entures 
1,e undertaken from your Presidency they will be admitted to au 
<•ntry here, proYidetl they haYe your licence. I ha;-e &c. 

(Signed) HEXRY :b'HASEH. 

[Original.] 

Li,position of His Jlfajcsty's Ships and Vessels employed at th, 
Cupe of Good Hope the 8th of December 1799. 

Tremcndo11s, John Osborn Commander, sailed 20th Octobe1 
17\J\1 to c:ruize off the Isle of :France. 

L'Oisc/lu, Samuel Hood Linzee Commander, sailed 29th Sep­
tember 17\JU to cruize to intercept a :b'rench Frigate that had been 
off the Coast. 

Adamant, "\Yilliam IIotham Commander, sailed 20th October 
1 ,\l\J to cruize off the Isle of France. 

J11pitcr, William Oranger Commander, in Table Bay refitting. 
Star, John Gardner Commander, on 29th October 1799 sent Ly 

Captain EJwards to St Helena. 
/..!a rnel, J olm Lee Commander. In Raltlanha Bay to repair a 

Leak in her Bottom. 
]lope, .Augustus Brine Commander. In Simon's Bay. Yery 

much decayed auJ incapable of going to Sea. 
Rattlesnake, :-4mnuel Gooch Commantler, in Table Bay refitting. 
Euphrosynr, Lieutenant Rliirley, in Table Bay refitting. 

(Signed) G. Los.\.CK. 

I Copy.j 

Litter jrvm OjJ,cers of the Naval Est11bli8h1nent to V1cE AmrIH.\L 

!-\m RoGER Cunns. 

NAVAL OFFICE, CAPE Tow?;, 10th December 179(). 

!-\rn,-"\Ye licg kaYe to submit to you the inconYenience Hi" 
:'.\fajesty's Senic:e labours uncler from that part of the Bea<'h 
<'OJltignous to the NaYal !-\tore!'\ not being railed in, it lJeing at 
prPf;CllL n common thoroughfare lea\ ing open to Theft rnam 

11. '.! L 
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Articles that cannot immediately be stowed away, and favouring 
Artificers and Labourers employed on shore in absenting them­
selves from their duty. 

We further beg to offer our opinion that a great part of the 
·wreck of His Majesty's late Ship the Sceptre would answer 
extremely well for the purpose of forming Palisades for the desired 
enclosure, and that we are firmly of opinion the advantages derived 
from it would amply repay the expences in the course of Two 
Months. We have &c. 

(Signed) WM. P. SMITH, Naval Storekeeper, 
JonN NARRACOTT, Master Shipwright, 
WM. PAYNE, Master Attendant. 

[Original.] 

Lettc1· fro1n SIR ROGER CURTIS to EVAN NEPEAN, EsQRE. 

Lanca~ter IN TABLE BAY, 

CAPE OF Gooo HOPE, 11th December 1799. 

Sm,-The Packet belonging to 1.he East India Company em­
ployed between this place and St. Helena being on the point of 
imiling from hence for that Island, from ,..,-hence an opportunity 
may offer of a conveyance to England, I avail myself of 1.he 
opportunity that the Lords Commissioners of the AdmiraUy may 
he informed I arrived here with all the Rhips of my Convoy on 
the evening of the 8th instant. 

The very calamitous loss of the Sceptre has heen communicated 
to you by Commodore Losack. And I shall order a Court l\fartial 
to enquire into the nature of the case as soon as I have Hhips 
enough collected. 

I found here Commodore Losack in the ./ upiter, with the 
Rattlesnake and the Euphrosync, a Sloop Tender mounting a few 
Hwivels. The Star Brig, which had been at St. Helena, came into 
the Bay shortly after me .... 

The Jupiter is refitting as fast as the nature of the Naval Y:ml 
here will aclmit. Her :Main Mast is nearly finished, and as soo11 
as it iR got in her Fore ::\fast will be taken out, it heing too much 
wounded to he in any other way made serviceable. The Rattlesnake 
is also in a shattered state, her l\1ain Mast is wuumled arnl must 
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come out, and she is greatly in want of other repairs and so leaky 
as to make two feet and a half Water in an hour. When the 
Jupiter is refitted I shall cause the Rattlesnake to be inspected, 
and everything done to her to make her fit for service, as far as 
we have ability so to do. The Hope Brig is also in a deplorable 
state, so much so that it was necessary to leave her in Simon's 
Bay when the Squadron shifted to this Anchorage, from the 
impossibility of attempting to remove her hither without an 
almost certainty of her going to the Bottom. She is reported to 
me as being entirely rotten and totally irreparable. I will as soon 
as possible cause her to be strictly surveyed, and if she proves to be 
so bad as represented I have it in contemplation for the safety of 
those in her to put her out of Commission, preserve every thing 
belonging to her which may be useful, and sell the Hull to thr 
best advantage. For I imagine their Lordships will agree with me 
in O]Jinion, it is by no means proper to keep up the Expences of a 
Vessel unfit for any manner of service. The Eitphrosyne is in 
want of much repair, and shall be attended to in the best manner 
circumstances will admit, as soon as it may be practicable. 
Another Sloop like the Star, to supply the place of the Hope, 
would be of the greatest utility here on many occasions. 

I take the liberty respectfully to solicit their Lordships' attention 
to the great diminution of the Naval ]force heretofore attached to 
this Station, lzy the loss of the Garland, and the Sphynx having 
been ordered to England, no ships having replaced these two; and 
the recent wreck of the Sceptre making a further decrease of our 
strength. When the other Ships arrive I shall represent to their 
Lordships tl1eir several conditions, and more particularly detail on 
all suhjects belonging to my Department, as I now write in much 
haste, as the Packet is impatient to sail, and I have been much 
engaged in lrnsiness every hour since I have anchored here. 

Captain Losack represents to me that there is a great want of 
Onlnance Stores here, particularly of Cartridges and Match, so 
much so that he has been obliged. to shift of these Articles from 
8hips coming into Port to supply others going to Sea. . . . 

The Naval Store Houses here are entirely in Ruins, and there is 
great diffi('nlty in procuring ·warehouse Room for the ncces,wry 
Stores which were lJrought out under my Protection. The Kaval 
Yanl is upon the Beach contiguous to the Houses of the Town, 
and great mischief to His Majesty's Service daily arises from thef-e 
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t ircumstanc liy Theft , ml , ariou other ways. .... \Yithout 
fault in an • one conceme«l, I f,ur thing:'! are in a truly deplorahl 

tatl'. 
\Ye are using all pos<;ihle l' ·pe(lition in vutti1w on :;;hure the 

. 'tore hronght out in this ~hip, as Wl'll a those on lJOanl th 
other ~hip. uf the Conmy. lJnt 1, ·ing uenrl 11 • ·tit11te of all 
m nuer of Craft for the purpo c, the ~hips mu t un:l\ oidably be a 
long time in clearing, thou"h the hoatf; of the ~quadrun arc em­
ploye(l thereon all(l many Men arnl Oflicp1 . J ltaYe ,;ent th 
( ·arpenter of this Ship with two ( )ang uf hi Crew to pat eh up 
two Small Y cssels lyin" on the }l(',td1, for the pnrpm,e of u in, 
thPm to get the Stores on hore. Their Lonl hips m,ty be as ureJ 
that not a moment shall he lu t. ...... I nm ::;ir, ,· c. 

(~igned) Uom 1t Cn:n:. 

l Original.] 

l.111u•11g(er IN 'l'AIILE BAY, 

c~rE OF GOOD llorF, 12th ])ccemlxr IW!I. 

·m,-Tlw l'n l ct de~tine1l from hence to ::;t, llcleun, a men 
tioue«l in m • l ·ltt•r of yt> tenlay's 1latL', hciu~ det'liuc<l until 
turno1To\\· rnorni11g, I am enabled to inform : on th,1t J,'Oi a 
ani,t><l tlii · morniu« from her l'ruize, ha, i11" f1 • ll nothiwr of th 
Fn•111·h Frier, il' 11<• "a ·t•11l in 1p1e-;( of. 

I a111 t•X('('C'(lingly g,ie\t•d :it tho ne1·t's ih arn urnler t 
l •pro. Pnt to their Lonl~hi I the , er., ba,l st;1t1' 11! t ltai ~hip .••• 
It i hel1l by nll that It• i in too li:ul a state to contend \I ith th 
1 ro1ligiou heavy sea!I in ! hi , i ·inity ...••• 

Otli.1·er m1<l )le11, \I ith < lnard of ~lmines, orP cmpluv J 1 

,n ing ns much us po. il•ll' from amid t !lit> "rl' k of l h • ,.' p 
tor the llnll of th· ::--hip \H'1tL litcrnlh to pi •1'(' • \ll the otl 
~hips whi h tlru,c on shore at tlH' sanw time lteld tog th"r, n 
\\.t,; a 1f:rn lost helo1tgi11g to them. I nm, r. 

(~io1wd) 

L• 
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