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A GROUP OF GRADUATES 

 

 



Graduation Ceremony 

QN Friday, April 28th, 1950, the South African Native 
College, Fort Hare, held its twenty-fifth Annual 

Graduation Ceremony. 

Dr. A. J. R. van Rhyn, B.A., M.S.c., Ph.D., Vice­
Chancellor of the University of South Africa, presided and 
conferred the degrees. 

The proceedings opened with the reading of Scripture 
and Prayer by Rev. E. Lynn Cragg, followed by the chant­
ing of the Lord's Prayer by the Congregation. God save 
the King and Die Stem van Suid Afrika were sung. 

The graduands were then presented to the Vice-Chan­
cellor for graduation, those in Arts, Commerce and Social 
Science being presented by Professor Z. K. Matthews, 
those in Science by Professor A. J. D. Meiring. 

LIST OF GRADUANDS 

In Absentia 
Hons. Bachelor of Arts (Department of African Studies): 

Mokgokong, Pothinus Carley, B.A. 

Bachelor of Arts : 
1 n Praesentia 
Internal: 

Major Subjects 
August, Arthur: History, Native Administration 
Cenge, Emmanuel Sikhumbuzo : Xhosa, Native 

Administration 
Ch.itepo, Herbert Wiltshire : History, English 
Dawson, Vivian Donald : English, Geography 
Gordon, Douglas Lionel: English, Politics (International) 
Gwebu, John Mavolo : History, Zulu 
Lepelle, Daniel Ramogana : English, Geography 
Lukele, Douglas : History, Zulu 
Makaula, Princess Europa okota (Mis ) : English, 

Psychology 

3 

 

 



Makola, Cleophas: Northern Sotho, Social Anthropology 
Makuluma, Grace oreen (Miss): English, History, 

Psychology 
Makwela, Sampson Kodi Ezekiel: History, Northern 

Sotho 
Malaba, Griffiths : English, History 
Mancoe, Leslie Maruping: History, ative Administra-

tion 
Matebese, David Thamsanqa : Geography, History 
Mayekiso, Uppington Carmichael: Geography, History 
Mjoli, Paul Elliot Cetshwayo: English, History 
Mogale, Thomas Semetsa: Xhosa, Native Administra­

tion 
Moloisi, Joshua Chrysostomus : History, orthern Sotho 
Moloto, Daniel Mmachuene Rakimana: Northern 

Sotho, Native Administration 
Mrwetyana, Theodore Eugene Mzwandile : Xhosa, 

ative Administration 
Mshumi, Arthur Temba: History, ative Administration 
Ngcobo, Zebulon : Geography, Zulu 

gxaza, Hannington Hymnal yaniso : Xhosa, Social 
Anthropology, ativc Administration 

Nkumane Malcolm Kirk: History, Zulu 
tombela, Stanley Briggs: History, Zulu 

Nyezi, Lawrence Gordon Mavuso : History, Xhosa 
Phukwana, Herrington Belton: History, Native 

Administration, Social Anthropology 
Pekane, Congress Matthews Parks: History, Xhosa 
Pokela, John yathi : Southern , otho, ative 

Administration 
Sobukwc, Robert :Vlangali o : En lish, Xhosa, ative 

Administration 
Stamper, Pel em Galazi : History, ati vc Administration 
Tlebere, Moses : English, Southern Sotho 
Xabanisa, Percival Sonwabo : History, Xhosa 

External: 

Baloyi, Risenga Alfred Freddie Jonas: Thonga, Native 
Administration 

Dumbutshena, Enoch : History, Politics (International) 
Farrah, Abdullah : English, Psychology 
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Francis, Anthony Joseph : Sociology, English 
Jacobs, John Daniel: Tswana, Native Administration 
Kibue, James Aram Njao : Politics (Philosophical), 

Native Administration 
Mabathoana, Philip Makalo : Southern Sotho, History 
Mahlati, Sydney Samuel Sithembile: Xhosa, Native 

Administration 
Mahomo, David Mojalefa : Sociology, Psychology 

(with distinction) 
Makongwana, Lennox Edward Sipapa: Xhosa, Native 

Administration 
Mapena, Isaiah Othniel Henry Mosebetsi : Southern 

Sotho, Native Administration 
Marivate, Stubbs: Thonga, Native Administration 
Mativandlela, James David: History, Native Adminis­

tration 
Mbete, Price Sipo Thamsanqa: Politics (Administrative) 

Native Administration 
Mlambo, Erasmus Bope: Shona, Native Administration 
Mlambo, Owbridge Kenneth Aubrey Linda: History, 

Zulu, Psychology 
Mogwe, Archibald Whiteside Mooketsa : Tswana, 

Sociology 
Mpapele, Abel Edwin : Thonga, ative Administration 
Mphahlele, Ezekiel: Native Administration, Psychology 
Mvambo, Samuel Chadwick: Xhosa, Sociology 
Peter, Aeneas Lloyd: English, Roman Law 
Ramiah, Chengalrian Venket : English, Psychology 
Serakoana, George Mabusha : orthern Sotho, ative 

Administration 
Veldman, John Sydney: History, Psychology 
Xaba, Albert Maxwell : Politics (Administration), 

Native Administration 
Xulu, Phineas Tholile: Zulu, ative Administration 

In Absentia 
Internal: 

Mazaiwana, Edward: History, Social Anthropology 
Molope, Nathan Jacobus Kgope : English, Hollands 
Solomon, Gcin'elihle Felix Malindi: History, Native 

Administration 
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External: 
Ferris, Frederick 
Kunene, Daniel Pule 
Maharaj, Dhawpersad Sewnarian 
Maharaj, J aisunker J ainath 
Naidoo, Appalsamy Chinsamy 
Naidoo, Appalsamy Ramannah 
Naidoo, Viraragavelu Rajoo 

• Ntsane, Kemuel Monyatsi 
Osman, Ahmade 
Pitt, Vernon Richard Theodore 
Ralebitso, Anthony Samuel 
Rammala, Joseph Lesibe 
Segone, Nicholas Martin Kubuoe 
Tlelase, Bishop Augustine 
Tsiu, Titus Khoali • 

Bachelor of Arts ( Social Science) : 
In Praesentia 

External: 

Magodla, Sabelo Godfrey : Social Work, Sociology 
Matthews, Frieda (Mrs.): Sociology, Economics 

In' Absentia 
External: 
Marwick, Maxwell Gay 

Bachelor of Science : 
In Praesentia 
Internal: 

Booysen, Sydney : Botany, Zoology 
Jabavu, Tengo Max: Chemistry (with distinction), 

Physics 
Lebotsa, Mohomane Masimole : Mathematics, Physics 
Mabuya, David Dunn Lamy : Chemistry, Psychology 
Mdlalose, Edward Mthenjwa: Mathematics, Physics 
Mokhesi, Caleb Phakisa Ntsube: Physics, Chemistry 

(with distinction) 
Mokoena, Peter : Chemistry, Mathematics 
Nokwe, Philemon Pearce Duma : Mathematics, Physics 
Nyoka, Siyo]o : Mathematics, Physics 
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Padayachy, Letchme Sammy (Miss): Botany, Zoology 
Rajh, Calendra Nayanah: Chemistry, Zoology 
van Vught, Benjamin Basil: Botany, Zoology 

ln Absentia 

Fourie, Vernon : Chemistry, Geography 
Govinden, Herby Silvester: Chemistry (with distinction) 

Physics 
Khan, Hussein Cassim : Chemistry (with distinction), 

Physics 
Lule, Yusufu: Chemistry, Zoology 
Millier, George Clyde: Chemistry, Psychology 
Mwamuka, Alfred Taiwa: Botany, Zoology 
Pillay, Arthur : Zoology, Psychology 
Somers, Chunderaj Rajkumar : Chemistry (with distin-

ction), Physics 

Bachelor of Science (Hygiene) : 
In Praesentia 

(Major Subjects for this Degree are Physiology and 
Hygiene) 

Bhoola, Keshavlal Daya 
Chamme, Gabonamong Mokgobi 
Chiliza, Jeremiah Fiko Gane 
Garach, Bhagwandas Jagjivan 
Manjezi, Milford 
Mpamba, Young 
Ngqangweni, Solomon Kolekile 
Pillay, Arumugum Sokalingarn 
Rathebe, Archibald Lovemore Kgosiemang 

Bachelor of Commerce : 
In Absentia 
External: 

Somers, Harichander Sukhraj 
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GRADUATION ADDRESS 

The Vice-Chancellor, having conferred the Degrees, 
delivered the following address to the Congregation: 

Mr. Principal and Staff of the Fort Hare College, 
graduants, students, ladies and gentlemen, I am extremely 
pleased and feel honoured that circumstances have per­
mitted me this time to attend your graduation ceremony 
and to confer the degrees obtained personally. As your 
Vice-Chancellor I should have been here two years ago, 
but was prevented from coming here to perform a duty 
which is regarded by me not as a task but as a pleasure. 

Allow me first of all to congratulate all those students 
who are obtaining their degrees today. To have gained 
an academic degree of the University of South Africa is no 
mean achievement. It is an achievement of which any­
one can be justly proud, and if the conditions under which 
many of you have started your academic careers are taken 
into account and the adverse circumstances with which 
many of you had to cope during your long period of study 
are remembered, my congratulations are doubly earned. 

To have a University degree conferred on one is certain­
ly a coveted privilege, it is a privilege enjoyed only by a few. 
It must however be remembered that privileges also bring 
responsibilities. Those of you who are enjoying the 
privilege today of obtaining your degrees, after many years 
of hard work, have heavy responsibilities towards yourself, 
towards the communities you are going to serve and above 
all towards the race to which you belong. Many eyes will 
be fixed on you and much will be expected from you. You 
have enjoyed privileges from which millions of your own 
race are debarred and you will have to prove to the world 
that a university education is something worth having and 
that the training you've undergone at Fort Hare has given 
you something which the ordinary man or woman does not 
possess. In simple words, you'll have to show leadership 
wherever you are and wherever you go. 

We are living in a fast changing world, a world full of 
problems and difficulties. Every race is looking up to its 
respective leaders for guidance and inspiration. We in 
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South Africa are moving through troublous and difficult 
times, more so perhaps than any other country in the world. 
We are faced not only with our economic problems but 
have inter-racial difficulties which only the best leaders and 
wisest statesmen can solve. Wise leadership is therefore 
essential at this difficult period of our development and I 
am one of those who look up t<> our Universities to produce 
those leaders. Your nation therefore needs you, South 
Africa needs you. I take it for granted that the majority 
of you who have attained a high standard of intellectual 
development are desirous of leading your people up the 
steep path of prosperity and well being. You'll therefore 
bear with me when I say a fe\\r words about leadership. 

First of all, the true leader must be a person who stands 
with both his feet planted on his own native soil. He must 
understand his people, sympathise with their aspirations 
and be one of them. To understand what I mean by tme 
leadership the step taken by one of the greatest national 
leaders history has ever known, can be quoted here as an 
example. I am referring to the Biblical figure Moses. 
You all know Moses was treated as a Prince at the luxurious 
court of Pharaoh. He saw from there the trials and tribu­
lations of his sorely tried and chastised people. In order 
to save and lead them he could have argued that it would 
be in the interests of his race if he remained in the palace. 
He could use his influence with his foster mother, with the 
government, with those who had influence with the rulers 
of the country and lastly with the King to get favours 
bestowed on the Jews. On the contrary if he left the 
palace, he would be shorn of all his power and influence 
and would therefore be unable to achieve anything. What 
is more he would have incurred the hatred of the King and 
the opposition of the ruling classes. Notwithstanding all 
the disabilities which would certainly have resulted from 
his leaving the palace, he decided to say farewell to all the 
luxury and influence which he enjoyed at court and to 
share the trials and tribulations of his oppressed people. 
I wonder sometimes what would have happened should 
Moses have decided to look after his own interests at court 
and while remaining there try to lead his people. 
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ls it not a fact that we who want to be leaders are some­
times so busy gazing at the star of our own aspirations that 
we forget to look down on the needs of the masses which 
r,re of our own flesh and blood. History has proved tim~ 
and again that the true leader can only lead his own people 
if he remains one of them and remains in close contact 
with their economic and spiritual needs, The tn.ie leader 
!P-USt, above all things exercise boundless patience. 

• In this modern world of hurry and scurry where the 
aeroplane, the express train and motor car is playing such 
an important part and wh,ere speed is becoming one of the 
main factors of our civilisation, we are apt to become 
impatient. We want to reap our rewards at once. We 
want to sow today and reap tomorrow. If those we wish 
to lead react slowly on our advice and guidance we are apt 
to become impatient and regard all our efforts as fruitless. 
Let us remember that Rome was not built in a day. In a 
nation's life even a century is a short span. The motto 
should be to try and try again like the spider of old who 

. tried nine times to reach the top of the wall and every time 
came down with a fall but the tenth time reached the top. 
Although we can readily profit by the experience of other 
nations the fact remains that every race, who wishe to 
develop and reach its ultimate goal is forced to climb the 
steep ascent himself. Every coming generation should 
build step by step on what the previou generation ha 
achieved. Every nation should do its own nation building 
in its own peculiar and traditional way and those lea<lcrs 
or would be leaders who do not recognise this fundamental 
truth, cannot lead their nation out of the wilderness. All 
this takes a long time and those of us who wish to lead 
and not drive should remember that patience is one of 
those outstanding virtues which must constantly be exer­
cised. There is an old Bantu saying which reads: "He 
who exercises undue haste gets a goat, but he who leads 
warily and carefully gets a cow." 

But patience and understanding is not enough. Charact r 
is one of those virtues which a leader must pos ess. 
History tells us that men with no learning became great 
and outstanding leaders. 
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In America there is the aying '' From log cabin to the 
White House.'' Character to my mind is a stronger 
attribute than learning. Learning without character 
might even become a danger but learning combined with 
a strong and clean character is a force in our modern 
world which no outside power can stop. He who wishes 
to lead his people should be endowed with and further 
develop a strong character an<l strength of will which 
could be an inspiration to those who follow. Let it never 
be said of any of you on whom a degree is being conferred 
today : What is the good of a university degree and all the 
work and expense it entails when a university graduate 
does this or that ort of thing ? Exemplary living and 
strong moral principles should be your strength and your 
guide. 

Remember also that real education is progressive. It 
never stops. He who wants to lead should keep abreast 
of the times abd be a student all his life. Do not forget 
you have only been taught at Fort Hare how to study. As 
time moves on so you will have to acquire more and more 
knowledge for knowledge is power. If you want to be a 
successful leader and guide of your people you must have 
an unshakable faith in yourself and your cause. You can­
not inspire others for a cause if you yourself are not quite 
certain of your case. Be true to the faith that is in you 
and you can be sure that other will follow you. It is very 
easy to be true to your faith and your principles when big 
things arc at stake, it is howt;ver not always so easy when it 
concerns the ·maller things in life. And it is here that the 
main test lie . If you want to olicit the respect and 
regard of your community you must be faithful in the 
smaller things that make up your every day life. 

I could name many more characteristic which usually 
accompany true leadership, I think however that I have 
aid enough to show that the responsibilities of the true 

leader are heavy. 

When I talk of lead r hip I <lo not mean to in inuat 
that only outstanding personalitie hould assum the 
respon ibility of leadership. . 11 of us could do somethin 
in our own little circles where we arc placed. Many of 
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you are going out as teachers. You can do a good deal for 
the community where you are going to reside. Economi­
cally and spiritually you can do a tremendous lot to guide 
your people in the right direction. Your people possess a 
culture which should be developed and nursed. If you 
teach your people to save and conserve the mother earth 
which gives food and life to us all, you are doing a great 
service to South Africa. There are so many channels 
through which you can lead your people that there is 
enough to do for those who are desirous of uplifting their 
community. Your exemplary living, your integrity and 
honesty of purpose should be such that everyone who 
comes in contact with you should feel proud of you as a 
person who has received a university education. 

It is not always those who enjoy the limelight who do 
the most for their people. There are teachers and 
ministers of religion of whom the outside world hardly 
ever hears and still they are giants in their own circles. 

I can also exclaim with a great leader of the past : " So 
much to do, so little done" and wish you every success in 
your future careers. May you be an asset to your race 
and a credit to this famous institution which has already 
done so much for Native education. 

The Principal, rising at the conclu ion of the Vice­
Chancellor's address, said that thi was the first occasion 
on which the Graduation Ceremony had been honoured 
by the presence of a Secretary of State. " Dr. Eisclen, 
Secretary of Native Affairs is on the platform on this 
occasion, and with your permi sion, Sir, I would like to 
ask him to address a few words to this Congregation." 
The Vice-Chancellor consenting, Dr. Eiselen said he 
regarded it as a happy coincidence that his visit to the 
Bunga at Umtata and to King William's Town enabled 
him to visit Fort Hare. It was a privilege he appreciated 
very highly. The students who had received their degrees, 
he remarked, would remember that occasion as the great 
day of their lives. He particularly congratulated two of 
their fellow students who had received their degrees and 
who bore well-known names throughout South Africa-
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Mrs. Matthews and a son of Professor Jabavu. He went 
on to remind the graduands that having received their 
academic reward, the honours they had gained were in 
fact a cross they would have to bear throughout their lives. 
They had been publicly labelled as a people with talents it 
was their duty to use for the service and welfare of their 
people. 

The Principal then thanked the Vice-Chancellor :-
Mr. Vice-Chancellor, on behalf of the College, I wish to 

express to you our thanks for presiding over this Gradua­
tion Ceremony and conferring Degrees upon the Gra­
duands presented to you. Though this College has been 
honoured on previous occasions by the presence of the 
Vice-Chancellor, and on one occasion by that of the Chan­
cellor of the University himself, it has not happened often 
and we wish you to know that we deeply appreciate the 
effort you have made to be here in person today. Please 
accept also our thanks for the address that you have just 
delivered. You have spoken of the responsibilities of 
leadership ; like any other University Institution we do 
expect that the influence of those trained here will be feh 
in this land, and trust that it will be felt for good. In­
deed, ir, one of the danger of their situation is that the 
responsibilities of leader hip will be forced upon them too 
early in their careers, since their numbers are so small in 
relation to the large population they are called to serve ; 
unlike European graduates, who are absorbed, and for a 
time hidden, in a more advanced community, these young 
graduates are forced by circumstances to live in the lime­
light from the beginning, and the responsibility is heavy. 
You have quoted the example of Moses. May I remind 
these new graduates that after Moses had received his 
education and had felt the call to serve his people, he retired 
for a considerable period into the obscurity of the wilder­
ness before returning to take up the responsibilities of 
leadership, and may I suggest that his time of obscurity 
in the wilderness may have been as important a part of his 
preparation as the earlier period in the palaces of Pharoah. 

I wish to take this opportunity of welcoming and 
congratulating those parents and relatives of the new 
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graduates who are with us today. Through many yea~ 
you have waited and watched and made sacrifices in order 
that what has now come to pass should come to pass, and 
to you, as to those who have just received their degrees this 
is a great day in which we rejoice with you. 

To the new Graduates also the College wishes to add its 
warm congratulations, and I want to add a special word of 
congratulation to those who have earned their degrees by 
external study. It has been said that the task of the exter­
nal student is easier than that of the internal student be­
cause his course of study is defined and limited by a pres­
cribed syllabus whereas an internal student may be required 
to deal with newly published work. I think the assump­
tion is false. The course of study for an internal student 
is defined with precision by the members of staff who are 
guiding his studies, whereas a printed syllabus may be 
widely interpreted and, to be safe, an external student must 
cover all possible interpretations. Moreover, the external 
student often works under difficulties which make great 
demands on character. I wish to mention two among 
those who have received degrees as external students 
today. The first is Mrs. Z. K. Matthews who has been 
awarded the Degree of Bachelor of Social Science. She is 
wife and mother in a home, with all the duties that entails, 
and that she does not neglect those duties is abundantly 
clear if one but looks at the person here on my right 
(Professor Matthews) ; she spends her mornings in the 
service of the College and of students as an assistant in the 
Cotlcgc library, and all who use the library know how well 
and how cheerfully she does her duty there; in the district 
she is the moving spirit in most of the social work done 
among African women and children. Yet, with all these 
duties she has found time somehow to qualify for this 
degree, not because she seeks thereby to improve her own 
position or security, which should be safe enough in the 
care of her husband, but because he has wished to have 
more knowledge to guide her in ervice. The other is the 
Rev. Price Mbetc who ha been awarded the Degree of 
Bachelor of Arts. He is Principal of an Educational 
Institution at Bensonvale, and I know something of the 
heavy demands which that Institution makes upon its 
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Principal : he is not only Principal, but fulfils several other 
functions in the Institution ; he is also manager of a farm 
and Superintendent of a Circuit. When he was appointed 
the Institution was almost an embarrassment to the Church 
to which it belongs; under his management that has been 
changed, and it is today in a sound healthy state and a 
credit to the Church. He, too, has made time to study for 
this degree, and his efforts have been crowned with 
success. There will be others of whose circumstances we 
have less knowledge, but whose achievement may be of 
like merit. To all we extend our warmest congratulations. 

Finally, the College wishes to add its congratulations to 
those of its own students who have received their degrees 
today. We have watched your progress during these past 
years with mingled pride and anxiety : with pride when 
you have done well, with anxiety when you have done not 
so well. ow \\'C send you forth into the world, and in 
sending you forth would give to each one of you this word 
of counsel : " To thine ownself be true," to thine own 
better self, to that light which shines in each one of you, be 
true, " and it shall follow as the night the day thou shalt 
not then be false to any man." 

After the singing of Nkosi Sihelel' i-Afrika and Morena 
Boloka Sechaba sa Heso, the Rev. E. Lynn Cragg pro­
nounced the Benediction. The Vice-Chancellor then 
dissolved the Congregation. 
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Graduation Ceremony 

QN Friday, April 27th, 1951, the South African Native 
College, Fort Hare held its twenty-sixth Annual 

Graduation Ceremony. 

Dr. T. Alty, D.Sc., Ph.D., F.Inst.P., F.R.S.C., F.R.S.E., 
Deputy Vice-Chancellor of the University of South Africa, 
presided and conferred the degrees. 

After the Congregation had been constituted, God Save 
the King and Die Stem van Suid Afrika were sung. The 
Rev. M. Carrick read the Scripture and led the Congrega­
tion in Prayer. 

The graduands were then presented to the Deputy 
Vice-Chancellor for graduation, those in Arts and Social 
Science being presented by Prof. D. D. Stuart, those in 
Science by Prof. M. H. Giffen and those in Education by 
Prof. H. J. Rousseau. 

LIST OF GRADUANDS 

In Praesentia 

Hons. Bachelor of Arts: 
Department of Native Administration 

ExtFrnal: 

Mabote, Tennyson MacDonald, D.A. 

Department of History 

amkange, Stanlake John William Thompson, B.A. 

In Absentia 
Department of Sociology 

Panday, Sewpersadh, B.A. 

Bachelor of Arts : 
In Praesentia 
Internal : 

Major Subjects 

Buthelezi, Ashpenaz Nathan Mangosuthu: History, 
Native Administration 
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Chinamano, Josiah MushC'rc: History, Native 
Administration 

Goba, Reggie : History, Zulu 
Hendrickse, Helenard Joe : Biblical Studies, Systematic 

Theology 
Kaiboni, Amos Muchini: History, Shona 
Mahlangu, Peter Sivalo : English, History 
Makgothi, Hontri-Gordon Faith : English, History 
Mamabolo, Joel Moalosi: Geography, History 
Mamogobo, Phorohlo Matheas : Northern Sotho, 

Psychology 
Manana, Abednego Madoda: History, Zulu 
Marivate, Charles D8:niel: Geography, Thonga 
Masemo]a, Nathaniel Mashilo: English, History 
Mathir, Mahomed Essop : Geogr?i.phy, History 
Mati, Frederick Mbiti Gideon: English, History 
Matthews, Joseph Gaobakwe: English, History 
Mavolwane, Alexander : English 1 History 
Mbalo, Kenneth Kabingwe: History, Native 

Administration 
Mgudlwa, Landeli Jumba: Xhosa, Native Administration 
Nhonho Allie Hintsana: History, Xhosa 
Seoka, Christopher : English, Zulu 
Sirnelane, James Lawrence: History, Zulu 
Singh, Somdev Nasib: English, Geography 
Siwisa, Dennis: History, Native Administration 
Tshabe, Vincent Thamsanqa: English, Xhosa 
Twaku, Guilford : English, Xhosa 
van der Linde, Hendrik William Daniel : History, 

Nedcrlands-Afrikaans 
Xaba, Victoria VuyeJwa (Miss): Geography, Native 

Administration 
Zondeki, Dumalisile Mongezi : Systematic Theology, 

External: 

Allagan, Mariemuthoo: English, History 
Boikanyo, Asaph Keratiloe: History, Native 

Xhosa 

Administration 
Chetty, Kasaval : Economics, Politics (Administrafrve), 

Philosophy 
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aborone, Moses Modisana : Southern Sotho, Native 
Administration 

Harris, Louis : History, English 
Hartzenberg> Joseph William: History, Psychology 
Kewana, Walter: Xhosa, History 
Lekalake, Columbus gakaemang: History, Native 

Administration 
Magobiane, Gordon Gana Hlangeni : Xhosa, Native 

Administration 
Maharaj, Sewdeen Kishundat : English, Psychology 
Maine, David Esau Mosiuoa: History, Native 

Administration 
Matsebula, James Shadrack Mkhulunyelwa : Zulu, 

History 
Mbambisa, Theophilus Mvelase: History, Xhosa 
Miycn, Arnold: Geography, Thonga 
Mtshali, Miriam Adelaide Mvulazana (Mrs.) Xhosa, 

Psychology 
Mwanakatwe, John Mupanga: History, Native 

Administration 
Naidoo, Manakala Kistiah : History, Politics 

(International) 
Ngobese, Philemon Cecil : Zulu, Sociology 
Ngomti, Samuel: Xhosa, Politics 
Ramsudh, Nuncoomar: History, Politics (International) 

entletse, Captain Lionel Benjamin: Geography, 
Psychology 

Tazwishaya, George : 

In Absentia 
Internal : 
Abrahamse, Herbert Ernest: English, History 
Chirwa, Orton Edgar : English, Philosophy (with 

Distinction) 
Kuwana, Oliver : History, Shona 
Manaka, Marriett Matsela (Miss): English, Psychology 
Masenya, Obed Sepero Buxton: Northern Sotho, Native 

Administration 
External: 

Hermanus, Aubrey Anthony : (Psychology with 
Distinction) 
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Khayiyana, Wycliffe Wilson 
Masemene, Tseko Ezekiel 
Matooane, Joseph Lithupa 
Meyer, Ronald orman John 
Mirando, Joseph Francis : (Psychol0gy with Distiu1:ti0u) 
Mofolo, Khere Ovid 
Page, Joseph Benjamin 
Ramnath, Sookdew 
Sitho1e, dabaningi 
Van Turha, Carl Johannes 
Vera, Adam Ignatius 

Bachelor of Arts (Social Scien< e) : 
In Praesentia 

External: 

Kumalo, Cleopas : Sociology 1 Social WPrk 
Weyi, Xenophon Muir: Sociology, Social Wurl· 

Hons. Bachelor of Science: 
In Praesentia 

Department of Zoology, (with Distinctum) 

Bisseru, Balideo, B.Sc. 

Bachelor of Science : 
In Praesentia 

Internal: 

Agulhas, Ruth Sophie Vries (Mrs.): llotany, Chemistry 
B oi, Felix : Mathematics, Physics 
Dennis, orman Cecil : Geography, Zoology 
DJomo, Miriam Constance (Mi s): Botany, Psychology 
Gardee, Ahmed ahmood: Chemistry, Geography 
Jhinku, ewlal : Botany (with Di tinction) 

Zoology (with Di tinction) 
Lazarus, Joseph lfred lexandcr: Botany, Zoology 
Makhene, Edward Rob rt: Zoology (with Di tinction) 

l'crni try 
Malangabi, Myrtle Vuyiswa Thabiso ( Iis ) : Botany, 

Chemi·try 
Mbonyane Clements: Botany, Chemi try 
Mokoena, Abimael 'Mot·i: Physics, Chemistry 
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Monyake, Lengolo Bureng: Chemistry, Mathematics 
Morojele, Clifford Malunga Hardy : Mathematics (with 

Distiction), Botany 
daba, Lloyd . gwana : Botany, Chemistry 

Nxasana, Dukes Sifiso : Botany, Chemistry 
Opperm:m, Andrew Francis Loui : Chemistry, Zoology 
Reddy, Shunmugam: Chemistry, Zoology 
Rule, Leslie: Chemistry, Zoology 
Zambodla, Livingstone Nightingale Mzimkulu: Botany, 

Chemistry 

In Absentia 

Barnabas, Harold Emmanuel : Chemistry, Physics 
Hlomka-Ngidi, Robert Mdoda : Chemistry, Zoology 
Olideen, Haroon : Chemistry, Zoology 
Parbhoo-Becher, Ramniklal : Chemistry, Psychology 
Pillay, Mariemoothoo: Botany, Zoology 

Bachelor of Science (Hygiene) 
In Praesentia 

Internal: 

Major Subjects for this Degree are Physiology and 
Hygiene 

Cili, Stanley Douglas 
Dlamini, Ashworth MacAnden 
Maepa, Miemie Polometse 
Matthews, Peter Motsieloa 
Mehlomakulu, M~imkulu Charlton 
Moreosele, Andrew Thebeyapelo 
Moshe, Dori. Daphne 
Nkolomb , Binnie Columba 
Parircnyatwa, Ticafa Samuc 
In Absentia 
Njorogc, John Mungal 

Bachelor of Education: 
In Praesentia 

External: 

Japhta, Thomas Cronje, (B.A.) 
McCarthy, John harle (B. .) 
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111 Absentia 

Naidoo, Kannan Piney (B.A., U.E.D.) 
Rughubar, Caroonduth (B.A., U.E.D.) 
Salig, Jugnath (B.A., U.E.D.) 
Tshaka, Richard Lepene Tshiki (B.A., U.E.D.) 

Bachelor of Commerce : 
In Praesentia 

External: 

Batohi, Ramkolawon 
Goordeen, Balrajh 
Naidoo, Chengannah Apannah 
Nair, Raman Puckree 
Raidoo, Perumal . 

 

 



GRADUATION ADDRESS 

I 
The degrees havmg been conferred, Prof. D. D. T. 

Jabavu, B.A., delivered the following oration to the Con­
gregation :-

Al though the Book of Ecclesiastes (1 : 0) says, "there 
id no new thing under the sun," nevertheless today's 
graduation ceremony is a new thing to those capped 
here today. To those of us who prepared and presented 
the first two men for degrees about thirty years ago, 
the present event seems fairly imilar to the occasions that 
have annually passed before us in 1:heir colourful variety, 
except for the bigger numbers now the rule. But for me, 
individually, there is something unique in this ceremony, 
namely, that for the first time in this series, the privilege 
of delivering the annual exhortation to the outgoing gra • 
duates has been entrusted to an African. This is an 
honour highly appreciated by one deputed to discharge a 
function that normally falls to the Vice-Chancellor of the 
University of South Africa. 

The title of my addre.. " Goodwill in Action," is a 
phrase picked out from cne of my talks last year to the 
Fort Hare studeri.t body. It was suggested hy the Princi­
pal as an epitome of my pilgrimage to India. 

Having spent thirty years of my working life in this 
centre, I frcqu ,ntly compare what I sec in the wide world 
with what I experienced here. Fort Hare is in many ways 
a microcosmic cross-~ection of educational South Africa, 
and also of the great wide world of modern Civilisation. 
Here we have something appro::1ching a pr2ctical solution 
of the problems of racr-relationship ; because this is a 
ceatre around which all the col0ur groups of the , outh 
African popul;1tion meet at a high level of education, and 
might be exprcted to discover a way of living together on 
terms of mutual re pect. I designe<lly limit myself to the 
tentative expression " might be expected," for it is not 
easy to reach the ideal even in favourable surrounding . 
Here adhc1cnts of the major world-religious meet and are 
placed in a position to develop mutual toleratinn. In fact 
this institution affords <\ vantage point for a sound under-
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standing of the essentials of leadership in a multi-racial 
society. Seekers after knowledge coming from a back­
ground of good homes can, in this place, influence the 
community for good and can appreciably raise the level of 
culture. 

Fort Hare opened thirty-five years ago with students at 
the Secondary School stage, with the aim of becoming Olle 
of the constituent colleges in the University of South 
Africa. This status has been virtually achieved in that it 
has reached a stage of collaboration with the new U niver­
sity of Rhodes; rnd its objective is to become in turn a 
full-fledged University in its own right. That stage will 
probably be reached one day, when some of the larger 
problems of University policy involving research and 
original discoveries will thereafter be encountered. Else­
where in the University world it has become lately notice­
able that, while the diverse branches of the faculty of Arts 
have maintained normal progress, the achievement of 
Science is spectacular. To illustrate this point I may 
mention that last year on New Year's Day I attended, by 
invitation, the Degree Convocation of the N~gpur Univer­
sity, India, a University with an enrolment of 5,734 stud­
ents. There: no less than 1,300 degrees and diplomas 
were conferred in a single morning. Of these the biggest 
group, of about 500, was that of the Bachelor of cience. 
Incidentally the Prime Minister of India, Pandit J awahar­
lal Nehru was given an honorary doctor's degree and he 
delivered a stirring e.'C tempore Convocation addres . 

As every organised assembly of human beings in India 
readily runs into almost astronomical figures, it will interest 
you to know that the University here referred to i. one out 
of a total of twenty-five Universities, the enrolments of 
which range between L,828 in Sauger to 15,471 in Patna; 
28,887 in Madras; 43,090 in Bombay and 45,008 in Cal­
cutta. As for the Matriculation Certificate Bombay alone 
turn out the magniloquent figure of 62,000 paRses in a 
single year; and there arc more in Calcutta which is the 
second biggest dty, next to London, in the Briti h 
Commonwealth. A week or two earlier Lucknow Univer­
sity (enrolmen~ 3,893) bestowed 2,000 degrc s , nd diplo-
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mas upon successful candidates. At Nagpur I saw 1,300 
men and women receive their degrees and diplomas to the 
accompaniment of tumultous applause by a congregation 
of 12,000 interested people seated unde1 a colossal marquee. 
Here one might parenthetically contrast today's Fort Hare 
figures of 118 graduates and this congregation of nine 
hundred persons. 

Most of the students m India are registered in the 
Science classes. What obtains in the Universities of 
Europe in this respect is unknown to me ; but the main 
fact obvious to us from a great distance is that the study of 
Science is attracting more and more devotees than ever, 
and that many of the top rank scientists appear to have 
concentrated their attention on a quest for mass-killing 
weapons of warfare that are prnving the despair of peace­
loving humanity. 

An intriguing question in this connection is this : 
" What will be, or should be, the contribution of Fort Hare 
and all other world Higher Education communities gener­
ally, to the consummation of friendly relations and peace 
among humans ? '' This question is being asked by the 
intelligent thinker who notes that specialists somehow 
manage to organise industries and international money­
exchange with ready efficiency, but fail to establish a 
peaceful modern world. Is there no way for rational 
people in the world to combine and prevent the destruc­
tion of human lives on a mass scale, in the settlement of 
state or localised racial differences ? 

The hope and prayer of those who educate the young is 
that the enlightenment gotten from Higher Education will 
promote goodness in the community ; because I Iigher 
Education was early as ociatcd with religious auspices that 
cultivated learning for its own sake and for the good of the 
community. To quote from the inaugural addres of 
Principal Alexander Kerr when l,e launched this College 
in 1916, " a college or a uni ·ersity wa an a sociation of 
teachers and student engaged in the pursuit of learning 
with practical aims ... it provided the environment for the 
pro. ecution of learning for its own ~ake, it has aimed to 
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produce men and women of culture, right-minded towards 
God and their fellows, and sane intelligent members of the 
commonwealth.'' 

Yes, we are in part engaged in the pursuit of learning for 
its own sake, but the ultimate issue "ill be that of either 
good or evil frr tbe community around us and further 
afield. Again the query emerges, What are we doing to 
bring about good and peace, we who are interested in 
Higher Education ? Have we any such aim at all ? 

In one part of the world, to wit India, a large section of 
the University community has resolved to work and do 
something original about the attainment of the future 
kingdom of peace when " nations shal! beat their swords 
into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning hooks ; 
when nation shall not lift up svvord against nation, neither 
shall they learn war any more" (Micah 4 : 3). 

The President of the new Republic of India, (a republic 
of 330 million people), a man belonging to a non-Christian 
tradition, has recommended to his country an<l to the 
world in general, a policy enshrined in the Christian 
scriptures (Luke 2: 14), "Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, goodwill toward men." Dr. Rajendra 
Prasad, translates this into " Goodwill in ..Action," action 
on scientific lines as laid down by Mahatma Gandhi. 
This is admittedly a long term policy but it constitutes an 
original lead to the world of Science and the Humanitie:::, 
indeed to all Universities everywhere. It awaits clarifica­
tion and practical application. It is a challenge to the 
world and to Fort Hare. The challenge may be directed 
in spotlight fashion to you graduates, in the question : 
What do you intend doing with your education ? Js your 
education aimed at leaving a record of good in the :vorld 
you are about to enter ? 

Let me point out that as you leave behind the friendly 
environment of your alma mater you arc strai htway 
ushered into an inhospitable world that for a great part 
opposes all that Fort Hare stands for, a world with an 
amazing ter.dency for mi representing people, : world 
neither idealist nor reali::it, a world often wrong or hesitant 
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in doing the sensible thing in politics, religion and 
economic life, a world particularly hostile to what it calls 
"the Fort Hare product." Your big foe on the one hand 
is the half-educated African bent on finding fault with you, 
the African cypher that has no l-ope of being a digit. 
On the other hand your foe is the .ralf-bakcd European 
with exag~erated notions of superiority over you, and yet 
afraid of your potentiality. But a bigger enemy still is 
yourself if you start your career weak in morals and with 
loose ideas concerning sobriety. No amount of erudition 
,-..·ill make up for lack of good character ; because education 
is like a knife-sharpener.. The sharpener does not create 
the knife but sharpens one. If you start your career with 
concealed moral evil, then educ?.tion may merely harden 
you into a debauchee ; on the other hand, if you start as an 
agent for clean living, then education will reflect the. good 
training of your parents and lead you towards perfoction, 
for " the path of the just is as the shining light that leadeth 
more and more unto the perfect day." (Prov. 4 : 18). 

The world is full of questions for you to answer. In­
deed the shape of the continent of Africa, as Dr. Aggrey 
said here in 1921, is one huge interrogation. :Maybe it 
asks you, Whither is this Higher Education bound ? 
Where doe it come from ? How does its origin interest 
us? 

Cultural education began 6,000 years ago in tbe fast : 
in China, India and Egypt. Later it reached Greece, 
then Rome, and Caesar transmitted it to the Germans, 
French, Dutch and Britons whom he f und in the primi­
tive ta e. The latter in due course brou ht it to primi­
tive South Africa and carried it back to India and the rest 
of the East, which }J~d in the meantime somehow relapsed 
into darkne8s, while Europe had taken procligiou' scien­
tific strides and eached the _ tomic bomb tage. Euro­
pean in South Africa claim that they .1rr the authors and 
guardians of a vVestern civili ation 2,000 year ahead of us 
but Ea 'tern civilisation (from wt.ich is derived the Western) 
is 4,000 year' older. It underwent rdap. c and di~intcgra­
tion and is only being reclaim d today. 

Is it not probable th at, by the la,v of averages, \Ve tern 
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civilisation is about to collap e, undermined by the hy<lro­
gen bomb ? According to Dr. Aggrcy the three-feet long 
bab) python pet grew to twenty feet ancl constricted its 
circus showman to death. Is it n0t likely that the baby 
pythcn of militarism grown from tl:e days of Alexander the 
Great, Mithridates, Hannibal, Caesar, Attila, the romantic 
knights-errant and the national armies of today will 
strangle civilisJtion ? Is there nobody to check it ? What 
does University education propose to do about this ? 
What can your University education contribute as a solu­
tion to this enigma when we remember that Fort Hare is 
symbolic of the majority of the world population of edu­
cated people? And that this population is non-White? 
And that the majority of states in the United Nations 
Organisation is non-White, non-Western? The Univer­
sity world must provide an answer. One answer has been 
given by a former Fort Hare student, Dr. Somarasun­
drum Cooppan, D.Litt., in an address to the Social Studies 
Group of the non-European section of the UniverRity of 
Natal. I reaci it in the Indi.:i11 Journal called The Leader 
(25/2/50) published in Maritzburg; and as it is too long to 
quote I wish to refer you to that paper, but here are two 
or three telling sentences : 

" The primary issue with which the world is faced 
today is that of co-existence or co-destruction. There 
can be no living at all for any one of us, unless we learn 
to live together . . . Racial discrimination or any form 
of discrimination, is a social device which some groups 
employ to saf1.:guard or protect their own particular 
interests. I look upon the continued existence and 
dependP.nce upon such a device a the failure of the 
human genius to find more positive and productive 
ways of living. . . Serving one's own particular race, 
religion or nation is narrow and still di plays an ego­
centric attitude. True respect for humanity must 
override these barriers hetween man and man. . . The 
task of promoting better human relations in South 
Africa is part of a world task. Our own efforts .. must 
be viewed against this world background. . . The new 
order cannot b~ brought iuto existence unles~ we can 
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carry enough people with us ready to sacrifice all for 
what they believe to be the highest goal." 

As you go out iuto the world with the name of Fort Hare 
and its tradition in your keeping, you will note my fatherly 
counsel : cultivate a dignity consistent with the mental 
grade of culture that you have reached. Beware of new­
fangled lines of degrading behaviour such as buffoonery 
and hooliganism at public meetings, raucous and obstrepe­
rous styles of platform declamation or heckling. Keep 
dear of the white man's alcohol in your private life as well 
as public drunken ruffianism in bioscope and dancing 
functions; in your expression and deportment be digni­
fied. 

On the matter of national leadership, notwithstanding 
what is often uttered in this College to the effect that ytm 
are all going to be leaders of your people, experience 
teaches that few of you will be leaders Leadership is an 
elusive myth. According to the law of averages only one 
in a hundred will emerge as an effective leader. You need 
not be di~heartened over that, for yuu will all be able to 
contribute a great deal in constructive social service, as 
distinguished from pompous tirades uttered from cheap 
platforms or expressed in verbose press effusions. 

tudy the life of Mahatma Gandhi, the greatest non­
White leader throvvn up by the last 100 years . He is great 
from four points of view (i) the economic ·uplift of the 
greatest number of people ; (ii) his influence on moral 
char:tctcr; (iii) his success in impressing the essentials of 
true Christianity, even though he was not oHicially a 
Christian ; and (iv) his political achievement. Briefly, he 
realised that culture is a mraningless term to an economi­
cally depressed peasantry. He therefore adopted the 
message of Christ (Matt. 14 : H1) " Give ye them to eat," 
supplying a scientific interpretation of thi text when he 
laid down the principles of his" basic education," namely, 
that all education must be the handmaid of economic 
betterment for the masses, because the only poem under­
stood by the mind of the hungry kishan (rural dweller) is 
the poem of focd ! 
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buring the last twenty years whenever Gandhiji moved 
in the rural districts, the peasants flocked around him 
literally in rundreds, overwhelming any train l.e was in. 
It was his social service that rendered him a " leader." 
The other three points of his greatness you wiJI find in the 
story of his Ii fe. His was a genuine leadership. 

Lastly, I recommend to you regular physical exercise. 
The object here is to combine sound bodily health with 
keeping close touch with one's people. Adopt a hobby 
like gardening or, alternatively, games or physical jerks. 
In either case the principle is that self-imposed physical 
exertion makes for sanity in the world of education. 

Strive constantly to live in direct touch with your people 
in as many ways as you can devise. Avoid living in an 
abstract world of your imagination, working out geometri­
cal calculations and ethical possibilities about your people, 
detached from them, Get among them. Contrive to be 
genuinely happy as a '' good mixer" ,vith the less privileg­
ed groups, learning from first hand how to utilise your 
highr education for their uplift. That is the quintessence 
of Goodwill in Action, in Gandhian philosophy, and in 
true Christian faith. You will not find it an e::sy downhill 
road. For Jesus Christ this road ended in the crucifixion. 
For Mahatma Gandhi it provoked assassination. For you 
and me it will at least be uphill, in the sense expressed by 
the immortal words of Christina Rossetti : 

Does the road wind uphill all the way ? 
Yes, to the very n<l. 

Will the dc1y's journey take the whole long day ? 
From morn to night, my friend. 

But is there for the night a resting pla~e ? 
A roof for when the slO\v, dark hours begin. 

May not the darkness hide it from my face ? 
You cannot miss thin inn. 

The oration having been very warmly applauded, the 
Principal speaking on behalf of the College said : 

Mr. Vice-Chancellor, I am reluctant to speak at all lest 
by speaking I blur, to any degree, the impression left by 
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the addre s to which we have just listened. But this is, in 
more than one re pcct, a special occasion of which we 
should take note. 

This is the last of a series of Graduation Ceremonies held 
here under the au-pices of the University of South Africa, 
and I would like to u, e this opportunity to thank that 
University for the support and encouragement it has gi,·en 
to this College during the years that have passed, and for 
,vhat it ha' done for large numbers of African extem2 l 
students. When the next Graduation Ceremony is held 
here it will be a Congregation of Rhodes University, whose 
degrees ,,,ill then be conferred upon successful candidates, 
and we look forward with great pleasure, Sir, to ,velcoming 
you here, on that occflsion, as our own Vice Chancellor, 
and to hearing from you such words as you may find fit to 
address to th ccngregation that will assemble then. 

We have already been reminded that this is a unique 
occasion ; for the first time, the graduation address has 
been delivered by an African. I predict that it is an event 
that will recur with increasing frequency in the years ahead, 
but it is very fitting that the first African to address a con­
stituted Congregation of the niYersity of South Africa 
should be this pioneer in Higher Education for the African 
people. Professor Jabavu, we welcome you here today, 
and Mrs. Jahavu with you, with warm hearts, rejoicing to 
ee our old colleague, my own cnior colleague for many 

years, seated amcng us again. If it has been an honour to 
you to be invited to address this congregation, you have 
honoured u by accepting that invitation, and we thank 
you for doing so, and for the wise words you have addres -
ed to u . As they have come from your heart, as well as 
your mind, I trust they shall touch the hearts as well as the 
minds of those of u who have heard them today, and 0f the 
many others whom they shall reach in the forms in which 
this ad<lr ss i to b' published. 

This is a pecial occasion also becaus this gathering is 
honoured by the presence of two of the most important 
Chiefs in South Africa. We welcome today Chief Cyprian 

yangizizwe ka . olomon ka Dinizulu, Paramount Chief of 
the Zulu peopl , and hi wife. His uncle, and one time 
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regent, Chief Mshiyeni k.a Dinizu1u had intended to be 
here, but, being prevented by the illness of his wife, has 
sent his congratulations and good wishes, by telegram, to 
the new graduates. We thank him and send him our 
greetings. Chief Victor Poto, Paramount Chief of Pondo­
land, and an ex student of this College, is here and we are 
honoured by his presence. There are other notable 
Africans here, though one hesitates to mention names, as 
one cannot name them all. But Dr. Moroka is here, and 
somewhere in this Hall is Mr. M. M. Pemba, the African 
artist, some of whose paintings are now on exhibition in 
one of the Hal ls of the College. We do not value his work 
primarily as that of an African, though we are glad to 
welcome him as an African Artist, but we value it because 
of its absolute merit, that being the only standard we wish 
to apply here to the valuation of any work done. 

The occasion of the Graduation Ceremony is the only 
occasion on which we have the opportunity of meeting, 
and congratulating, the parents and other near relatives of 
most of our graduates. Many of you who belong to that 

• group have come great distances, at considerable incon­
venience, to be present today, which is an indication of the 
value you place upon it as an occasion for which you have 
waited and watched and made many sacrifices over many 
years. We do welcome and congratulate you, and trust 
that your sense that it has been worth while will increase as 
the years pass. 

We take this opportunity of congratulating those exter­
nal students of the University who have now reached 
graduate status. Those who have been privileged to study 
as internal students know that to qualify well for a degree 
is a full time task, but you have had to qualify while ful­
filling the obligations of a paid appointment, using such 
time as you have been able to find for your studies, and in 
the process have had to learn habits of self discipline which 
I suggest may be as important to you as the knowledge you 
have gained in the cour e of your tudies. 

To our own graduates also we offer om warm congratu­
lations. Herc al:;o we have reached another milestone 
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which, in the manner of sport. men recor<ling each ntw 
record, we may note as contributing to the special nature 
of this occasion. This is not the fir t occasion on which 
the child of a graduate has been awarded a degree here, 
but today, for the first time, a degree has been conferred 
upon the child of one who, in the normal course of events, 
qualified here for a degree, left the College, entered into 
marriage, and in due time sent a child to the College for 
graduate studies. I refer to the son of Professor and Mrs . 
. 1atthews. In this sense, therefore, today marks the 
beginning of the second generation of graduate . 

I do not intend to add to the advice already given to you. 
If you use the learning that you have acquired in the spirit 
of the address to which you have been privileged to listen, 
you will serve your day and generation well. 

If ye love, and do good to them only who love and do 
good to you, what reward have ye ? Even the publicans 
do the 'ame. Be ye better than they. 

After the singing of Nkusi Sikele/' iAJriha and .Homza 
Boloka Sechaba sa HfSo, the Rev. M. Carrick pronounced 
the Benediction. The Deputy Vice-Chancellor then 
dii.~olvrd the Congregation. 
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Graduation Cere1nony 

T HE Annual Graduation Ceremony of the South African 
ative College, Fort Hare, was hdd on Friday, April 

25th 1952. It was the t\,·enty- ·even th Graduation Cere­
mony since the ollcge \\ as foundcJ and the first Ceremony 
since its affiliation to Rhodes niver·ity in ;.\larch 1951. 

Dr. T. Alty, n.:c., PII.D., I·.L ST.P., F.R,..;,r,, I•.R.s.E., 

Vice- 'hancellor of Rhodes nivcrsity, pr· id d and con­
ferred the degrees. 

After the ongregation had been in titut ·d, God Save 
the Queen and Die . tcm van . uid Afrika ,, ere sung. '1 h 
Rev. Dr. F. H. Brabant read the Scripture and led the Con­
gregation in Prayer. 

The graduands were then presented to the Vice-Chan­
cellor for graduation, those in Arts being presented by 
Prot. H.J. hapman, '.\1.B.E., and those in Science by Prof. 
M. H. Giffen. 

LIST OF GI ADUANDS 

Bachelor of Arts : 
In Praesentia 

Jl1ajor Subjects 

hirwa, Wellington 1 Ianoah : History, English, ocial 
i\nthropolog 

hoshanc, B ntlcy Matthias : Geo raphy, Engli h 
Dihc, Ida Pinkie : History, }<,ngli h 
Yimani, .'imon Ruo : Ili tory, 'ocial nthropolo y 
:\1akasi, ' cit shton Vuyisilc : IIistor , .:ho a 
J. 1ogucrane, Jacob Ra cgae : IIi 'tory, English 
l\losai, J ·mima GaleboL: : History, Tswana 

fotlam ·11 ·, I" olobc J ·romc : lli ·tory, hn 71ish 
.l 1otsicloa, Paul Seahbatha : outhcrn , otho, 1 ·ati,· • 

Ad mini 'tration 
.1ugabe, Rob rt Gabri ·l: 11i tory, hngli h 

Ivu i, S ·lbourne 'harlton: Ili tor., hngli h 
1 qobongw. na, Livin stone : I Ii tory, ~ · hosa 

 

 



Nkosi, Gizzart: Xhosa, Social Anthropology 
Novukela, Beauty Singie Nomhlc: Xhosa, ative 

Administration 
Pamla, Martin Mtimkulu : Xhosa, Native Administration 
Ramaila, Henry Habakkuk Segome: Northern Sotho, 

Systematic Theology 
Sopotela, Cecil : History, Native Administration 
Vusani, Joseph Bransby: Xhosa, Social Anthropology 
Wakatama, Matthew Alex: Geography, English. 

In Absentia 

Maseko, Wallace Mandlakayise: English, Zulu 
Mudenda, Belemu Alpheus : English, Psychology 
Mwemba, Joseph Ben: Geography, History 
Mwendwa, Kyale: English, Psychology 

Bachelor of Science : 
In Praesentia 

Major Subjects 

Bwanausi, Harry Willard: Chemistry, Zoology 
Evans, Nathaniel Christopher : Chemistry, Geography 
Mda, Sastri: Chemistry, Zoology 
Mogoba, Ernest Theophilus Makokwane: Chemistry, 

B0tany 
Mthembu, Theodore: Botany, Zoology 
Mtombeni, Angela Tandeka : Botany, Chemistry 
Mzimba, Mndayi : Chemistry, Physics 
Ncobo, Maxwell Kholekile: Botany, Chemistry 
Ngobese, Lephina Helen: Botany, Chemistry 
Nombe, Warren Wentworth Zolilc: Chemistry (,\ith 

distinction) 
Zoology (with distinction) 

tloko, V uyisile Sydney : Chemistry, Zoology 
Pswarayi, Edward Munatsircyi : Chemistry, Zoology 
Seti<lisho, oah Olehilc Holland : Mathematics, Physics 
Simon, Douglas Edwanl: Geography, Zoology 
Vilakazi, Gamalakhe Prince: Botany, Chemistry 

In Absentia 

Nyati, Lilian omvula: Botany, Chemistry 
Seoposengwc, Solomon R1.;ginal<l Mohitlhi<.:mang : Botany, 

Zoology 

 

 



Bachelor of Science (Hygiene) : 
In Praesentia 

Major Su~iects 

Hongo, Theobald Tiyo: Physiology, Hygiene 
Matlala, Lehlagar : Phy iology, Hygiene 

111 Absentia 

Molatlhwa, Thate . Iang" cgape : Physiology, Hygiene. 
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GRADUATION ADDRESS 

The degrees having been conferred, Prof. A. R. Radcliffe 
Brown, !\I. ., F.U.A., Fello\ • of Trinity College, Cambridge, 
and All Souls, 0 . ford. dclin:red the following oration to 
the Congregation :-

As you haH done me the honour to invite m • to ay a 
L w words appropriat to thi' occa ·ion I have deci<lc<l. to 
speak of the rel,1tion of privilege and responsibility in social 
life. \Ye may say that it is, or should be, a characteristic 
of a well-on.ie1ui s citty that privil ·gc implies responsibi­
lity. The most concise cxprcs ion of this is the French 
saying .1 -obles,f' oblige. \Yhrn we find that in a particular 
ocicty a certain person or group i in some way privileged 

in social position we frcl, quite prop ·rly, that there , hould 
be corresponding rcsponsibilitic or obligations attaching 
to that position, while on the other hand ,Ye feel that 
persons in positions in "hich a good deal is expected from 
them should hav some n:,, ard. 

It is quite true that in some societies we arc likely to 
meet with p rsons who arc anxious to obtain for them­
selves privileges of various kinds, and arc unwilling to 
accept c ,rr, sponding soci,il obligation:. The presence of 
any con itl ral le number of such persons creates an un­
sati -factory state of social life, in ,, hich, for example, there 
ma_ be d ·vclopc<l feelings of resentment again t thost· 
who occup • positions to which privilege of some kind 
attaches. 

It is a r\. rular f ·atur • of social Ii f • that th • social position 
of ::rn inclividu,tl may be marh-d in some soci, lly established 
wa . . outh frican of the Transkei who has succccc.1-
ed in building up his family may send a me sage to his 
chi ·fa hng him to visit him. When the chief arrives and 
a beast has h en kill ·d for him, h • will a k " Of ,vhat arc 
you complaining ? " and th • n:ply mny he " \Ve an: com­
plaining that Wt: arc increased," pointing to the number of 
per ons alld of eattl • of thc household. \Vhat th· man 
want is th· privil ge of having a beer name, which only 
his chi\.f can give him. \\'ith that name, taken p ·rhaps 
from his fa,·<J 1ritc o. ·, he may now also lune his O\Vn praise, 
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and when beer i • scrn:d he\\ ill rccciH.: in his o,Yn name a 
portion which he may distribute to his rclativc.s or friends. 
By the gninting of the name u: is ,r;wn a position of rank, 
and this is the kind of thing th~ t I n.:fc r tu as constituting a 
social privik:gc. This rank carries \\ ith it obligations 
that he should observe in his social behaviour. 

Those of you ,, ho are no\\' n.:c iving degrees arc in a 
similar position. You have sh<rn n that you arc "increased" 
in the knowledge that you have come here to acquire. 
You arc now b~ing admitt d to a position of rank, and the 
occupation of this is a social privilege. To he honest you 
must therefore accept certain social responsibilities. But 
those responsibilities cannot be simply stated in a formula 
or in a number of formulas. Each of y<rn will have to 
think out for himself just what obligations he om.:s to 
society, to mankind, if you will: as a result of the new 
additions to his name. 

There arc, howcn:r, some points about which it may be 
profitable for you to think. I would suggest that your 
responsibilities as one who has received a certain kind of 
education arc, in the first place, to your own people. Your 
years of study have giH:n you a certain store of knowledge. 
It is quite right that you hould use this knowledge for 
your own advanccml'nt. But to the c.·tcnt that you are a 
privileged pcrson, sine· not e,·ery one is able to study for a 
university dcgrcl', there is placed upon you the obligation 
to use your increased knowledge, in some <lcgrcc, however 
small, for the benefit o • advancement of others. How 
you will be able to <lo this depends, in any partict1 lar in­
stance, on the position in , hich you find yourself. But I 
am sugg ·sting that your fi.1 t rt'sponsibility or obligation 
is to\\'ards your own people, to that section of the South 
African community from "hich you come, to which you 
belong. So that your first question might be " What can 
I do, even if it is very I ittlc, to use the education I have 
received, the kn<rn lc<lgc I have acquired, for some advan­
tage to the pcopl to whom I belong ? " 

You will not find an ca y answer to a question of thi 
kind. Tb • reason i5 that th • social situation in South 

frica at the present time is one that is c.·cccdingly com-
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plcx, and it is within tbis complex situation that you have 
to live and act. It is a characteristic of our time, and not 
only of Africa, that social differences of many kinds have 
been so cmphasisLd as to create or increase antagonisms 
and feelirJgs of frustration. In a situation of such a kind 
it is difficult in the extreme for an individual to guide his 
actions by reason, and to control by reason his passions 
and prejudices. 

I am afraid that I am old-fashioned and have never been 
willing to abandon that belief in the importance of reason 
that was characteristic of the eighteenth century in Europe, 
and so I still think that the most valuable thing we can 
learn, from any sort of education, is to think and act in 
accordance with reason. The rationalism of the eighteenth 
century was checked, or we might say destroyed, by the 
industrial revolution, the French Revolution and the 
Napoleonic wars, ,vith the resulting development of new 
and virulent forms of what is called "nationalism." 

However difficult it may be to cultivate reason in the 
world of to-day, and it is undoubtedly difficult, it is yet 
worth while for some of us to make the attempt, and it 
should, I think, be the first function of a university to 
encourage and help all such attempt . The greatest 
enemy of reason is prejudice. The first requirement of 
the pursuit of reason is an open mind, one as free as 
possible from prejudices. If your education gives you 
this it gives you a precious possession. 

As Hume long ago made clear, reason is not the contrary 
of passion, for it is passion and this alone that provides the 
spring of action. The task of reason is not to destroy but 
to control and order the passions. By passions we mean 
such things as love and hate, admiration and indignation, 
fear and hope. \Ve can love and hate, fear and hope 
either rationally or irrationally. 

To act in accordance with reason in any situation the 
first essential is to understand that situation as what it is as 
fully as possible. For one whose path of life lies in South 
Africa the first step is therefore to obtain as tl orough a 
knowledge as possible of the social situation in all its 

8 

 

 



compl it ·, and thi i not at all an a • ta k. It will not 
be attt:mpted. b • any urn.: who i::-. quite sure he knom; al­
ready all that it i n c ar_' to h10\\. The kind of kn w­
ledge I am peaking of is not to b obtained by reading 
ne,vspapers or listening to the di cour, cs of politicians. 
It require a determination to pursue seriou study of the 
kind that is pro ide<l in the disciplin<.s of history, sociology 
and anthropology. 

·ro those of you who havl! now finish d your univer ity 
study I would ay that if you acct:pt th' r ·spon ihilit that 
goes with rour privilege as a grad iate, you will now enter 
upon a new course of ducation in which you \\·ill aim at 
acquiring a more thorough understanding of the South 
African society of which you are a member, and of the very 
numerou , erious, and div r e problems with which that 
society is now faced. nd if your studies have gi,·en you 
a real education, something more than ability to pass 
examinations or proficienc in some hranch of learning, 
you will undertake this new study with the resolve to 
permit yourself to b guided by reason and not by prejudice 
in the conclu ion you r 'ach and the actions to \Yhich ycu 
give your support. 

Speaking on behalf of the ollege the Principal stated 
that he wi hed to u e this, the first Graduation Ceremony 
held und r Rhodes niversity, as possibly the last occasion 
on which there would he an opportunity to express, public­
ly, th incere appreciation ot the 'ollcge of the under-
tandin con ideration and help r ccived from Rhodes 
rn r ity in working out the details of that affiliation 

which wa m'w an accomplished h,ct. I I wi hed to 
cxpres al o the thank of th· College " to 1ou, personally, 

Ir. Vice-Chancell r, for the v ·ry considerable help that 
you have given to u' in all that has been done het\\·een us. 
We have th crrcatcst confidence in your leadcr~hip and no 
r al anxieti s while you occupy your presrnt po ition a 

ice- hanccllor of Rhode Tnivcr ity and of this College.' 

In thankin the principal pcakcr for the wi e counsel 
given to th tudcnt graduatin 1 that day he said that Pro­
fc or Rad liffe Brown wa a man of gr ·at distinction in the 
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academic workl, a pioneer in anthropological studies in 
South Africa, and one under whose guidance and inspira­
tion the first Professor of African Studies at this College 
had pursued his studies in this fi l<l. 

The College was further honoured on this occasion, by 
the presence in the congregation of the members of the 
University Finance Commission, whose Chairman, Dr. 
Holloway, he was glad to welcome on the platform. He 
was glad that the Commission's vi it had enabled them to 
share in the satisfaction of this day. 

He welcomed and congratulated the parents and rela­
tives of the new graduates. 'f o them this was a very great 
day. Few had the means to bring their sons and daughters 
to the College on the occasion of their first registration, 
but most made a special effort to be present to share with 
those sons and daughters the reward ot their sacrifices and 
their labours which were symbolised by the conferring of 
degrees. 

Turning to the new graduate he congratulated them 
upon the attainment of their degrees ; by their labours they 
had acquired a certain amount of knowledge, often much 
greater than that which had been within the reach of those 
who had given them their opportunities. Ile hoped he 
would not be misunderstood if he said he was anxious for 
them. Their numbers were so small in relation to the 
numbers in the community they were to serve; they would 
live in the lime-light, and might be called upon tr:i ive 
advice and to assume responsibilities before e.·perience 
enough could be added to tie knowledge they had acq11ired 
to give the wisdom nC'cdcd for the proper handling of such 
responsibilities. He asked them to remember that know­
ledge and wisdom were not necessarily one, and that their 
parents were still in many ways much wiser that they were. 

In conclusion the Principal said that he had been autho­
rised by the Hon. the Minister of Education, Arts and 
Science to make an announcement which would give gene­
ral satisfaction. change in ti e name of the College had 
been approved in recognition of the status it had nm 
reached, and as soon as certain statutory requirements. 
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such as publication in the Gazette, had been fulfilled, the 
official name of the College would become "The Univer­
sity College of Fort Hare." The recognition thus accord­
ed to the development of the College had been earned by 
the work of staff and students over the past years, but he 
was particularly glad that on the occasion when this 
announcement could be made the College was honoured 
by the presence, on the platform, of the man to whose work 
more than to that ot any other, this new status was due, Dr. 
Ale, ander Kerr, and by the presence, in the congregation, 
of his first colleague on the staff, Professor D. D. T. Jabavu, 
who had shared his labours here during the first thirty 
years of the life of the College. 

After the singing of Nkosi Sikelel' iAjrika and Morena 
Boloka Seclzaba sa Heso, the Rev. Dr. F. H. Brabant pro­
nounced the Benediction. The Vice-Chancellor then 
dissolved the Congregation. 
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Graduation Ceremony 

The Annual Graduation Ceremony of the University College 
of Fort Hare was held on Friday, 17th April 1953. It was the 
twenty-eighth Graduation Ceremony since the College was 
founded and the second Ceremony since ;ts affiliation to Rhodes 
University in March 1951. 

Dr. T. Alty, n.sc., PH.D., F.INST.P., F.R.s.c., F.R.S.E., Vice-
- Chancellor of Rhodes University, presided and conferred the 

degrees. 

After the Congregation had been constituted, God save the 
Queen and Die tern van Suid Afrika were sung. The Rev. Dr. 
A. G. Rooks read the Seri pture and led the Congregation in prayer. 
The Congregation joined in singing the Lord's Prayer. 

The graduands ·were then presented to the Vice-Chancellor 
for graduation, those in Arts being presented by Mr. . C. 
Pollock and those in Science by Prof. W. . Taylor. 

After the Degrees had been conferred by the Vice-Chancellor, 
the names ot those who had been awarded Diplomas and Certi­
ficates were read out. 

LIST OF GRADUANDS 

Bachelor of Arts: 
In Praesentia Major Subjetcs 

Galada, de Villiers Zilindile : English, Xhosa 
Jadezwcni, David Mcete: Public Administration, Xhosa 
Kali, Donald Bonar Malizo : English, Latin 
Kazunga, Sundic John: English, Geography 
I uali, Eleazar : Southern Sotho, !Ii 'tory, Politics 
Matibela, Ephraim Victor: English, History 
Mfeka, Raymond Mzamo : English, Zulu (with distinction) 
Mnonopi, Gladstone Tcmba: Biblical Studies, Systematic 

Theology 
Mokete, imon Moekctsi : Southern Sotho, Social Anthropology 
Moyana, Timothy ipho : Biblical Studi s, ystematic Theology 

gono, Garrett Thomp on: Geography, History 
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Phago, Edward Methi Joseph: Northern Sotho, Psychology 
Sekeleni, Raddy Zwinye : English, History 
September, Winthrop Basil: English, Nederlands en Afrikaans 

In Absentia 
Kahahu, Paul Stanley: History, Psychology 

Bachelor of Science (Honours) : 
In Praesentia 
Hongo, Theobald Tiyo : (Department of Physiology) 

Bachelor of Science : 
In Praesentia 
Bomela, O'brey Sihlwele : Mathematics, Physics 
Buso, Mirriam Thoz.ama: Botany, Zoology 
DaJamba, Kgositsile : Chemistry, Zoology 
Dingiswayo, Weatherby Ferreira Sonwabo: Botany, Zoology 
Dube, Vuyisile Kekewick: Botany, Zoology 
Gumede, Muriel: Botany, Zoology 
Kumalo, Frank Pangi: Chemistry, Mathematics, Physics 
Luswazi, Abigail Alicia Makhosazana: Botany, Zoology 
Makunyane, Abner Maputle Sekguthc : Chemisrty, Zoology 
Matlosa, Nicholson Ramochanc: Chemistry, Zoology 
Mdlalose, Frank Themba: Chemistry, Zoology 
Mjamba, Winifred: Botany, Chemistry 
Mokose, Cohen : Chemistry, Zoology 
Motsisi, Got➔ frcy Levi Sebang Mongmotse: Botany, Zoology 
Mutswairo, Solomon Mangwiro : Geography, Psychology 
Naidoo, Ramjorgcc Apanna: Botany, Zoology, (with distinction) 
Ngonyama, Reginald Marshal: Chemistry, Mathematics 
Ntlabati, Ebenezer Sipo: Chemistry, Zoology 
Pillay, Rathinasabapathy Arumugam: Chemistry, Mathematics 
Ramiah, Y onathan : Geography, Zoology 
Tsuarli, Elijah Buti : Chemistry, Zoology 

In Absentia 
Goma, Lameck Kazembe Haza: Botany, Zoology (with 

distinction) 
Lubogo, William Wilberforce Wako: Chemistry, Physics 
Mhlanga, Alfred Mbuti : Chemistry, Zoology 
Mudenda, Elijah Hatukali Kaiba: Botany (with distinction), 

Chemistry (with distinction) 
Naidoo, Singaram Soobrarnanian: Chemistry, Physiology 
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Bachelor of (Hygiene): 
In Praesentia 

Khutsoane, Moses Lechesa: Hygiene, Physiology 
Mabaso, Andrew Thamsanqa: Hygiene, Physiology 
Mampe, David Sello Setha : Hygiene, Physiology 
Mfelang, Phillip Lycidas: Hygiene, Physiology 
Monnakgotla, George : II ygiene, Physiology 
Pupuma, Alphabctus Alfred: Hygiene, Physiology 

AWARDS OF DIPLOMAS AND CERTIFICATES 
1952 

University Education Diploma: 
Graduate 

Chima, Wellington Manoah 
Choshane, Bentley Mathias 
Dibe, Ida Pinkie 
Evans, Nathaniel Christopher 
Goodman, Victor Sydney (Provisional) 
Khanyile, Gertrude Minnie 
Makasi, Cecil Ashton Vuyisile 
Mogoba, Ernest Theophilus Makokwane 
Mosai, Jemima Galeboe 
Mpulo, Sipho Charles Hamilton 
Mtombeni, Angela Thandeka 
Mvusi, Selbourne Charlton 
Mwamuka, Alfred Taiwa 
Mzimba, Mnclayi 

gqobongwana, Livingstone 
Ntloko, Vuyisile ydney 
Setidisho, oah Olehilc Holland ( distin. in Practice of Tearhing) 
Shoko, Godfrey l\1ukonoweshuro 
Simon, Douglas Edward 
Tshaka, Present dod'ophumo 
Vusani, Joseph Uransby 
Zambodla, Livingstone ightingalc Mzimkulu 

Non-Graduate 

Chetty, Moonsamy Thevaruthnam (Provisional) 
David, Edwin Ralph (distinction in Practic<' of Teaching) 
Gasa, Templeton Mthozamisi 
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Jika, Henry Dinga Berrington 
Jolobe, Lex Boniswa 
Mdudu, Ebenezer Gladstone (Provisional) 
Mhlambo; Fanana Gilbert 
Mhlanga, Alfred Mbuti 
Mkhize, Loveday Thandekile 
Ndandani, Eric Mtobi 
Peters, Leslie Ernest 

Advanced Diploma in Agriculture 
Madyibi, Maxwell Lizo 
Magaqa, Martin Luther Ludwe 
Mahlangeni, Joseph Mbele 

Certificate in Theology 
Arends, Samuel Matthew 
Marumo, Samuel John 
Mokoteli, Benjamin 
Qaba, Cecil Rhodes 

College Matl'iculation in Theology 
Mfusi, Sydney Shepstone 
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GRADUATION ADDRESS 

The degrees having been conferred and the awards of diplomas 
and certificates announced, the Vice-Chancellor, introducing 
Mr. T. W. L. MacDermot, said that he was High Commissioner 
for Canada in the Union of South Africa, a Canadian Rhodes 
Scholar, and an eminent educationalist, who had been Head­
master of Upper Canada College, Toronto, Canada's leading 
public school. He had resigned from this post to enter his 
country's diplomatic service, and had served in the Department 
of Foreign Affairs before coming to South Africa. 

Since taking up his appointment here he has been particularly 
interest din African affairs and education and ha~ visited West 
Africa, East Africa and the Rhoclesias to get first hand knowledge 
of conditions and development in these territories. As the dis­
tinguished representative of his country, greatly interested both 
in education and the progress of the African, Mr. MacDcrmot is 
especially welcome to address the graduands of University 
College of Fort Hare. 

Mr. T'. W. L. facDermot then delivered the following oration 
to the Congregation :-

Mr. Vice Chancellor, Mr. Principal, Members of the Faculty, 
Ladies and Gentlemen, it is always something of an ordeal to face 
a group of uni,·ersity graduates, for they arc obviously an 
extremely learned body, full of kno,\ledge that one has long since 
entirely forgotten. everthcless, it is a great pleasure for me 
and my wife to be with you to-day. 

As I have traYcllcd in various parts of this continent, East and 
West, I hav found a very general and profound imerest in edu­
cation and I have seen many f th institutions where it is being 
pursu d, such as Achimota in the Gold oast, the great new 
university at Ibadan in rigcria, and th s hools of the Belgian 
Congo, Kenya and the Rho lesias. 

To-day, therefore, I shall take th • opportunity to talk for a 
short tim about education. There is no particular magic in the 
word. It means different things to different people, like the 
Greek fruitscllcr immigrant to the nited States who was being 
examined by th ' judge. The judge asked him, " How many 
States arc there in the Union? (i.e., the .S. .)''. The Greek 
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replied : " Boss, you ask me how many States in the Union. I 
ask you, How many bananas in a bunch ? " 

If \Ve look upon education as one ot the many kinds of lif c that 
a human being may lead, we can see why so much is \\Titten and 
said about it. One never comes to the end of the subject. A 
good reason for this is that it takes on new forms with every 
individual. Each of you here to-day is part of a separate essay 
on the ageless, endless topic of education. You have by no 
means completed that essay: it is a creation that will stretch as 
far into the future as you yourself will. 

But this is not the moment, perhaps, to spend too much time 
on this semi-mysterious view of education. To-day you arc 
properly filled with a sense of accomplishment. o doubt not 
without sweat and tears, you have laid your grasp on the prize of 
a dregee or a diploma, towards which you have been struggling 
during th past three or four years. If you are gi vcn to retros­
pection, you may think back to the days when your utmost con­
centration was needed to master the letters o( the alphabet. Later, 
some of you may remember hO\ difficult it was to grasp that the 
three incomprehensible letters CAT were the title of an equally 
incomprehensible animal with four legs. 

These formidable ob 'taclcs overcome, you may remember the 
mixed fears and excitements of school. Herc it is pos ible that 
you wondered occasionally why you were required to fill your 
minds and memories with such a miscellaneous collection of facts 
and ideas : but, like most youngsters, you accepted it all in the 
belief that it had some significance. And thus you came to the 
university. There a new a pect of your education revealed it elf. 
Hitherto, for the most part, you had learned what you were 
taught: you accepted it a reasonable and, in parts, even interest­
ing, and obediently you swallowed the dish of learning set before 
you. But at the university the diff rencc wa ', or should have 
been, thc1t instead of following a path wholly laid out for ou, 
you chose your own path and punrncd it as your own. You were 
fortunate enough, nf course, to have the good and useful company 
of your profcs ors and instructors as you trod that path. But, 
for the mo t part, it was your own anJ you ,.,,aJked it a, adult 
human beings. 

It is perfectly natural to suppose that you have now come to 

 

 



the end of your e<lucation. This may be true. It happens to 
more th,m one college graduate. If it is, however, I should, if 
I ,,·ere you, be on my guard. It might be a sign that the educa­
tion that you have chased so persistently for all these years has 
after all escaped you. You may frame the parchme"nt of a degree 
on your wall, but the education which it is intended to represent 
still remains to become a true possession. 

I say this, bccaus while a univcr ity degree, the stamp of 
higher education, come at the end of a crucial an<l unique period 
of your lives, it is in reality only the beginning of your life a an 
educated man or woman, not the end. You might as well say a 
chicken has ended his development the day he steps from his 
shell. A you knO\,', h ha just begun his development or 
" education " as a self-respecting fowl. So it is with you. In 
fact, if I "'ere searching for a parallel to a frc hly graduated B.A., 
the newly-born chick might <lo \·cry well ! 

The chick is a highly . ophi ticated cr..!ature : clearly he has 
left behind him all the feeble nonscn e of hie.ling inside a shell, 
comfortably hcltered in a nc 't and kept warm by an affectionate 
parent. He ha grown his own feathers, speaks with his own 
voice-even if it is still rather shrill- and stand on his own feet. 

This is not a bad likeness of a new graduate ! But for both 
the chicken and the gradu. te, as far ti th '·ir " education ,, is con­
cerned, you \\Ould probably agree that the test is not the sign of 
growth only, nor how far each has left hi youth behind him, but 
what use he , ill m;1kc of hi, e<lucatiou in the year:; to come and 
how much he will add to it. I' he for c ·ample equipped to use 
what he has been gi\'c1 in a responsible and self-controlled way? 

The exhilarating thing about thi day in your lives, in tact, is 
that you arc turnin~ a new page, not cl ing a book. nd, if I 
may, I hould likc to con ider it for a few minut<.:s from that point 
of view : to sec how far, as it were, your education is a key to your 
future. 

In man. learned di cours<.:s on ducation that I have listened 
to, I ha,·· heard its purpos<.:s variously Jcscribcd. There arc 
three that occur vcr frequent! , so there mu t be '-Omethin in 
them. I propose to put before w ou ome brief reflection' on 

ach. 

The first is that education hould m. kc you a YOod citizen, a 
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worthy and useful member of society. One inference from this 
is obvious. It is that education should equip you to do a job 
efficiently. Why elso should young men slave over trigonome­
trical tables and Bunsen burners unless they mean to apply or 
advance such great sciences as chemistry or physics ? Why spend 
long days analysing soil and plants unless you mean to employ 
what you learn to improve the agriculture of your land or aim to 
instruct others who have not had your opportunity ? Similarly, 
one gives years of one's life to anatomy or physiology so as to be 
able to practise medicine. 

It is equally essential that your education in these" techniques, " 
as they are called, should implant in you a lasting determination 
to improve them and not to be content with anything but the 
best and most up to date. 

If you follow this line you will fulfil one part of this first edu­
cational aim. But in a community you can not merely be a 
technician. What you do and how you do it have social con e­
quences, and this brings me to a second purpose commonly 
attributed to education, namely, to produce leadership. That 
has now reached the dignity of a platitude, but do not despise it 
on that account. Platitudes are very often truths a little worn 
out by their efforts to make themselves heard. 

Nevertheless there are few v,ords ·which seem to me to be more 
misunderstood than leadership. When, or if, you aspire to be 
leaders, what do you picture to yourselves ? Is it a success story 
in which you rise from small beginnings to be a brilliant orator, 
a rich man, a commanding figure at the head of a great move­
ment, a famous scientist to whom the world looks up ? 

If you do, as you know by the law of averages, you-the vast 
majority of you-will be disappointed. Such men emerge so 
rarely that for the time being I shall set them aside. They arc 
largely a law unto themselves. Herc I am concerned with the 
normal type of college graduate. For the great majority of those 
who pass through college this kind of leadership can never be 
realized. But docs that mean that because you cannot be a 
Pasteur, a Bunche, or a Booker T. Washington, your education 
therefore has failed you ? Not at all. Leadership is a relative 
thing. Everyone here can think of individuals seldom if ever 
heard of outside their own village, or shop, or school, who in a 
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very real and effective sense exercise leadership. How does this 
come about ? It means that within your limitations-and you 
can assume them to be quite considerable-you practice your 
profession or conduct your business according to standards and 
with such distinction that your neighbours remark on it and, by 
your example, are themselves isnpired to imitate you. They 
may clean up their garden instead of leaving it to the weeds, 
simply because they have seen that your garden is well kept, or 
they may read a book othenvise they would have ignored because 
you spoke of it with insight and discrimimtion, or they may alter 
their way of thinking because you have talked intelligently to 
them. 

You may consider this a very unexciting and even humble 
conception of leadership, but it is the commonest type, and it lies 
within the reach of all of us if we are properly educated. More­
over, the fact is, I believe, if a society or community has within 
it a sufficient number of people who give leadership of this kind 
it will itself become a better society. And it is from a community 
of little leaders of this kind that the rare hero or champion 
emerges. 

There is another direction in which one may be a leader. It 
too requires education of the mind and spirit. And considera­
tion of it leads me to the third purpose usually held out for the 
inspiration of those who V\ould be educated. It is that education 
should make one think for oneself. 

This is a large order-much larger than the others. It means, 
first, that from your formal education you should have acquired 
the habit of disciplining your mind so that you can follow an 
argument without being distracted or taken in by fallacies. The 
beginnings of this habit can be formed in school and college. It 
is a sort of routine. It means, for example, being able to spot 
the non scquiturs and irrelevancies that occur so often in what 
some people call argument and in ncw~paper and periodical lite­
rature. Have you ever asked yourself, for example, how often 
you have been taken in by talk because it is slick and not because 
it is reasonable. If you have, it i because you are not thinking 
for your elf but letting the other man think for you. 

But this is the least difficult aspect of learning to think for your­
self. The much more testing requisite is the capacity to discern 

11 

 

 



the truth. This is not merely seeing the facts, as they arc called. 
You may remember the lady's remark to Bernard haw : " Silly 
fellow, you arc always collecting information under the impression 
that you are gaining knowledge." If you are to think clearly 
and straight about the world in which you and I find ourselves 
to-day, then you must learn to distinguish between facts and 
knowledge, between information and truth. 

This is a very old obligation on the educated man. In ancient 
days-the day of Roger Bacon, or Francis Bacon, or the great 
explorers of Hakluyt's time, or even of ewton-the enemy in 
the path of their clear thinking was called superstition. To-day 
we claim to have a healthy contempt for superstition: we flatter 
ourselves that ,, e are scientific, rational, objective, independent 
minded. But superstition, if by that we mean misdirected 
reverence for what is told u , has now been replaced by the 
modern word propaganda: a word, incidentally, that was almost 
unknown when I went to college, except as the title of a 
con mittee of cardinals. 

To-day it take all one's training in logic, all one's independ­
ence of mind, and all one's judgment to repel the storms of pro­
paganda that "irl round one's head, and to get at the truth which 
alone should satisfy an educated mind. I am not prote ting at 
all propaganda : for example, it ~eems to me reasonable to put on 
a campaign of propaganda which by insisting on the danger to 
individual and society of bad hygiene will alarm and tir people 
up to cleanlier hahits. But do not confuse that \Yith truth- on 
which lead 'rship and independent th ught depend. As wc all 
know, there are two kinds of propaganda, the kind we agree with 
and the kind we di agree with. As far as discovering the truth 
is concerned, I think the first of these is the one to guard again t 
most, bccau e in our zeal to uphold propaganda with which we 
agree we arc prone to represent it as the truth, the wholr truth 
and nothing but the truth. The best propaganda often contains 
quite a lot of truth, but its most dangerous peculiarity perhaps is 
that it is neither the "hole truth nor i it nothing but the truth. 

So it is one of the social responsibilities of the educated man to 
recognize propaganda for ,, hat it is, and at the same time to do 
, 'hat he can to see that the truth also is known. 

I think it is w ·11 to add to this a word of warning. I have 
spoken of finding and upholding truth a one of the duties of an 
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educated man. But we must remember that this entails many 
difficulties. In the first place, it is <lifficult to discover the truth: 
it takes hard work. If it is at the bottom of a well, you may be 
sure the well is deep and hard to climb. But suppose you do the 
hard work and find what you believe to be the truth. So far so 
good. The next thing is perhaps more difficult than the first. 
It is to remember, even while you believe fervently that you have 
found the truth, that the other man with whom you may disagree 
also has hold of the truth. Do you find this a little confusing ? 
If so, don't let that defeat you. But think it over and you will 
find, I think, that it is the case. Truth is a many-sided thing 
and you can't be in two place at once : therefore, while you are 
gazing at one side, the other man may have his eyes fr{ed on the 
other : and you are both looking at the truth. 

When you begin making claims to be educate<l or even half­
e<lucated, you are taking on far more responsibility than you may 
have reali7ed at first. Education should teach you to go easy 
about a~serting what you think is true, and, at the same time, to 
be tolerant about \'\.·hat others think. In this way you will con­
tribute towards preserving reasonableness and common ense­
both of which are useful for all of us. 

This brings me to the last and deepest levrl at which the· res­
ponsibilities of an educated man operate. It embraces all that 
I have mentioned and much el e besides. I have said that true 
education provides you with " techniques," with the knowledge, 
the facts, the skill, the manual de terity-all that you require to 
do a job well-as a teacher, an agricultural adviser, a doctor, or 
whatever it may be. S condly, it implants in you standards and 
ideals: a desire to achieve perfection ; an impatience with hod<ly 
work ; a readin ss to practi e and e. periment over and o\·cr again 
so that each day you may push on a step or o further tO\ ·ards 
something better. You may have heard the story of Paderewski, 
the great pianist. Ile lived in an upper apartment, at a time 
when he was world-famous as a performer on the piano. Yet 
his neighbour below listened to him strike a single note with a 
single finger 3000 times. Padercwski was educated to that point. 

ot one person in a thou and would be aware of any Haw in his 
touch, yet he knew that, great as he wa , he could be greater. 
. uch is th econd heritage of real education. 

The third one I spoke of was the 1 adership that an educated 
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man can give, wherever he may be, in the smallest things, simply 
by doing his job well and by perpetually trying to do it better. 

Next, I spoke of the respect for the truth that education in­
spires. When you take up the defence of what you believe to be 
the truth, you will find that it requires, as I suggested, a clear 
mind and an independent as well as a tolerant ,vay of thinking. 
These are intellectual virtue:;. 'l'hey are like the alloys in steel 
that gives it elasticity, temper and hardtiess. 

But the last thing that I bave in mind is a deeper quality for 
it is a moral quality. Good work, high standard, and clear truth­
ful thought call amongst other things for courage. All through 
the ages you may see that the progress of science, of art, of poli­
tical maturity, cannot proceed without the courage to stand by 
what you believe, against u~1popularity, censure and persecution. 
You have all read the story of Galileo and must often have been 
stirred by similar battles bet,veen the educated and the uneduc­
cated. 

Sooner or later, you may have an opportunity to test yourself 
in this connection. You must remember that the educated 
mind and individual is in the minority. This may be regrettable, 
but it is true. It is also a challenge to members of the minority. 
Consequently, the educated man may at any time be faced with 
a difficult decision. Imagine, for a moment, that you arc a 
scientist or an economist. One day, after prolonged study, you 
suddenly stumble upon a new theory-you arc sure that, so far 
as existing kno\\Jedgc goes, it is right. But you rcali7.c also that 
it \,ill be very unpopular with your employer, with your 
colleagues, or with your friend!-,. You expound it to them, but 
they arc either too lazy or too old-fashioned to listen to such a 
novel idea, and they set to work to kill your new idea. 

Or the situation may be much simpler and commoner. Be­
cause you happen to be a r ac.lcr, or a thinker, you come to the 
conclusion that the people in your community are being dcceiv d 
by certain plausible catchwords. They not only accept them, 
but they defend them. What will you do ? You know that 
these catchwords arc empty and misleading. But you al o know 
that if you attack them you will lose friends and perhaps run into 
trouble with your own private affairs. 

What \\ ill you do ? Will you join in the chorus of parrot 
cries-which you know to be false-or will you brave the un-
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popularity of your friends and try to oppose them. I am not 
thinking of crusades or of grand debates on world issues. I 
mean the little worl<l of neighbours and associates in which most 
of us spend most of our lives. And all I am saying is that in 
order to promote the truth as you see it you must be prepared 
occasionally to tand up to the criticism and dislike of others. 
This may seem to conflict with what I have said about tolerating 
the views of others who differ with you. It need not do so at 
all. It only means that on the one hand you must respect 
sincerely held opinions with , hich you may disagree, but on the 
other you should not be afraid to stand by what you believe simply 
because it is unpopular. In any cas , your choice will show how 
far you have taken from your education what it has offered to 
you. 

Your education, both now and in the future, will be for the 
most part much more material, much more concrete and practi­
cal than I have depicted it to-day. You have been, and will go 
on, I hope, building and building-its bricks of facts, its walls 
and doors of statistics and formulae, its chimneys of drill and 
practice and experiment. But, as you know very well, the in­
visible parts of your education are at least as important as the 
visible. In fact, when you meet an educated man you know it, 
not by his clothes or his hair-or lack of it. You know it by 
what is not there to be seen, and I advise you to keep good care 
of that part of your education-the part that i~ not there to be 
seen, but without which all the degrees in the world would be 
quite meaningless. 

You may have read somewhere these lines translated from the 
Chinese by Arthur Waley. There is much wi dom in them: 

We put thirty spokes together and call it a wheel; 
But it is on the space where there is nothing that the utility of 

the wheel depends. 
We turn clay to make a vessel; 
But it is on the space where there i' nothing that the utility of 

the vessel depends. 
\Ve pierce doors and ,vind , s to make a house ; 
And it is on the e spaces where there is nothing that the utility 

of the house depends. 
Ther fore, just as we take advantage of what is, we should re­

cognize the utility of what is not. 
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Speaking on behalf of the College the Principal thanked the 
Vice-Chancellor for coming over to preside at this Congregation 
and to confer Degrees upon students who had earned them. He 
said:-

" We feel more and more that we are thanking one of our­
selves. In times past it was only on rare occasions that we were 
honoured by the presence of the Vice Chancellor himself, but 
since our affiliation with Rhodes University you have honoured 
us by attending in person on each occasion. Not only that, but 
through your appointment as a member of our College Council 
and, this yrar, as its Chairman, you have become in fact one of 
us, and we value very highly your continued service to us. 

To Mr. MacDermot we extend our very warm thanks for what 
he has done for us. We thank him, and Mrs. MacDermot, for 
coming all the way from Pretoria to be with us on this occasion, 
and you, Mr. Vice-Chancellor, for transporting them between the 
airport at Port Elizabeth and this College, and we thank him very 
warmly for the address he has delivered to us today. We thank 
him for an address which might have been delivered, with 
r dvantage, to any University Congregation anywhere in the 
world. With his permission we will print it in form of a brochure 
to remind us of this occasion and to enable us to return to it, and 
to renew its message for ourselves, through the years ahead. 

It is our custom here to use this occasion to welcome to the 
College the parents and relatives of the new graduates, many of 
whom arc visiting the College for the first time, and to congratu­
late them on the success of those for whom they have done so 
much. In the normal course of human experience a young 
couple is united in marriage and to them, in due time, a child is 
born. There is great rejoicing and great hope, often indicated 
in the names given to the child. They care for the child, and 
plan for its future; they send the child to primary school, to 
secondary schoul, and in the case of those who have a larger vision 
and the means and willingness to strive and to make sacrifices for 
its fulfilment, on to high school and to a University College. 
These things are done for the ckild, providing the child has done 
its part, and in time that child reaches adult age and is ready to 
look around and to choose from among the occupations available 
that which seems most attractive, and interest centres around 
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success in that occupation, getting married and establishing a 
home, and making a few intimate friends, and a wider circle of 
acquantance . It is within such a cycle that most of normal life 
is lived by human beings everywhere, and it takes something in 
the nature of a disaster-a serious railway accident or a tornado 
-to call forth evidences of wider sympathies, and a willingness 
to giyc help and succour outside the confines of that close circle. 
You who arc parents here today arc among those who have had a 
larger vision and higher ambitions, and have been willing to 
make sacrifice that they might br realized in your children. And 
you who have graduated today arc in the main those for whom 
more has been done, though you haYe had to do your part, and 
from whom, therefore, more will be expected. It will be your 
destiny to take up the normal human role which I have indicated 
to chose a field of employment for your training and your gif~, 
to do your best in that field and to find your satisfactions in it ; to 
enter into marriage to make new homes and a small circle of 
intimate friends. There is nothing wrong in this. I believe 
that it is one's first duty to do to the best of one's ability the task to 
which one is appointed, to do it with one's whole heart, and that 
no other considerations excuse a neglect of this requirement, but 
from you to , horn more has been given more ,vill be cxpectrd, 
more in the way of calm, clear, objective thi "!king and a wider 
range of interest and activity. 

Your College offers you its warm congratulations. May 
God's guidance be given to you and His blessing re t upon you. 

After singing Nkosi sikelel' zAjrr'lw and Morena Bololw Secha­
ba sa Ht'so, the Rev. Dr. A.G. Rooks pronounced the Benediction 
The Vice- hanccllor then dissolved the Congregation. 
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Graduation Ceremony 

The Annual Graduation Ceremony of the University College 
of Fort Hare was held on Friday, 23rd April 1954. It wc1s the 
twenty-ninth Graduation Ceremony since the College was 
founded and the third Ceremony since its affiliation to Rhodes 
University in March 1951. 

Dr. T. Alty, n.sc., PII.D., F.I , ST.P., F.R.s.c., F.R.S.E., Vice­
Chancellor of Rhodes University, presided and conferred the 
degrees. 

After the Congregation had been constituted, God save the 
Queen and Die Stem van Suid Afrika were sung. The Rev. J. 
Rodger read the Scripture and led the Congregation in prayer. 
The Congregation joined in singing the Lord's Prayer. 

The graduands were then presented to the Vice-Chancellor 
for graduation, those in Arts being presented by Dr. F. H. 
Brabant and those in Science by Prof. J. T. Davidson. 

Dr. A. Kerr presented Prof. D. D. T. Jabavu upon whom the 
degree of Doctor of Philosphy (Honoris causa) was conferred. 

Dr. Kerr delivered the following address : 

Mr. Vice-Chancellor, 
I have the honour to present to you for the degree of Doctor 

of Philosophy (honoris causa) Davidson Don Tengo Jabavu, 
Bachelor of Arts of the University of London, Professor emeritus 
of Bantu Languages in thL University College of Fort Hare. 

In thu honoming Professor Jaba u, Rhode University i 
a suming her rightful place a the henign mother of all tho e, of 
whatever race, who promote learning in thi fair Eastern Pro­
vince of the Cape. For here, in King William' Town, the old 
centre of British Kaffraria, when Queen Victoria was within a 
year or two of her Jubilee, Professor Jabavu was born, and to 
this region h • has b en faithful all his days. He was fortunate 
in his parentag , for not only was his fath r one of the earlic t of 
the Bantu to reach the standard of matriculation of the nivcr­
sity of the Cap of Good Hope, but he wa a pione r African 
journalist and had already, in 18 4, the year before th birth of 
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his eldest son, founded the first Bantu ncwspapcr-Jmvo Zaba­
ntsundu-which he continued to edit, in Sixhosa and English, 
until his death in 1921. His zeal for education was to become 
further apparent, not only in the sacrifices he made for the train­
ing of his family, but in his efforts for the establishment of Fort 
Hare, labours which were recognised by his appointment to the 
first College Council in 1915. He had had his son baptized 
'Davidson Don' in honour of the Hev. J. D. Don, a Christian 
minister and stalwart defender of African rights in King William's 
Town, and he wisely promoted the future Professor's natural 
affinity for languages by entering him, after his preliminary 
schooling, at Lovedale, and subsequently, in a Sotho language 
area, at Morija. When in due course Davidson had completed 
the Cape Junior Certificate Course, he was sent, on the advice of 
a friend, to a school in Coiwyn Bay, orth Wales, from which, 
after passing the matriculation examination, he proceeded to 
London University and was entered at University College there. 
After graduating with honours in English, as he intended a career 
in teaching he took a post-graduate course for the Education 
Diploma of the University of Birmingham. During his study 
there he had the good fortune to be admitted for re idcnce to 
Kingsmead, that one of the group of Selly-Oak Colleges which 
is administered by the Society of Friends. There he had the 
guidance and enjoyed the friendship of the Head, Mr. J. W. 
Hoyland, and of other members of the Society, formative influ­
ence which has left its impression on him till to-day 

Fortunate in his homeland, hi parentage and family training, 
and in his educational opportunities, Profc sor Jabavu wa 
fortunate also in this, that when hi period of preparation had 
been rounded off by a visit to some American Colleg s, notably 
Tuskegee, a suitable sphere for the employment of hi training 
awaited him on his return to outh Africa. The po.sibility 
that such an opening may not materialize is an apprehen ion that 
besets many Europeans, and even some Africans, when they hear 
of an African who is striving after qualification beyond the 
average. But just then, the ten-year-old project for the estab~ 
lishment of Fort Hare was on the point of b ing realized, and 
the Coliege of which his father and others, black and white, had 
dreamed, and for which they had toiled, was about to open it 
doors. And so it came about that Davids n Don Tengo Jabavu 
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was offered and acc('pted the first appointment on the staff,-not 
hy any means a . ingular illustration of Robert Bro\\ ning's lines 
m 'A Gr, mmarian's Funeral ' : 

" Earn th , m an first- God surely '" ill contrive 
sc for our earning." 

Thu , in 1916, when the fir t sc sion opened, began a period of 
academic and public s rvicc \\ hich continued in full vigour for 
thirty years, uninterrupted save for leave periods which were 
usually employed in att nding international gatherings in Britain, 
The nited States, Palc~tine, India or East Africa. 

If Professor J abavu a ~ rtunate in finding a congenial sphere 
of service and an environment in which he might rear his family, 
the College was abo fortunate in that, on account of his familiarity 
with no fewer than four Bantu languages, all which were pro­
fessed from the "cry beginning by sm.ill groups of students, it 
was in a position to provide that at least this one clement of 
Bantu culture hould be reprc ented in the curriculum of all 
Bantu students. Jot th t all of these at that time thought that 
this wa ncce sary, or even de irable l There were some who 
were firm in the com iction that every African was perfect in his 
own language and con id red that the precious years of their 
training should rather be p nt on the acquisition of other 
languages. It i a tribute to the tact and enthusiasm displayed 
by Professor J aba u in bane. ling those first students that the 
cicntific tudy o Bantu languages can now be carried on in this 

Collcg to degree and po t-dcgrce standards, and con equcnt]y 
that no stud('nt can object that the cdu ation received here has 
dcprivc(I him of tl c pri ileg, of b, ing his culture upon one of 
the di tin ti e achievement of his own community. 

Th r i , Mr. ic ,_ 'hancullor, an opinion current in some 
European c,rcl in South Africa, that an education such as 
Profc sot Jaha u rccci\ d 0\ ersc, s d tachcs an African from the 
ma$S of hi' own peoF I , and di cincline him to undertake those 
humble duti s and en ice \ hich very community need , and 
by which it mu t live and ad\'ancc if it is to remain a community 
at all. The career o P ·ofe sor Jaba u is a rdutation of such a 
fallaciou belief. From hi fir t cnt ring upon collcgiat life he 
did not a]Jcn' his interest to l c circum cribcd by the walls of his 
l 'cturc room. Apart from hi active intcrc t in th Methodist 
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Church and in the Society of Friends, he took a leading part in 
the organjzation of various associations of Africans, then non­
existent. In alliance with the Rev. J. E. East, a Baptist Negro 
missionary, as early as 1918, he formed the parent 'African 
Farmers' Association , in the Ciskei. Thereafter followed in 
rapid s11ccession 'The Cape African Teachers' Association,' 
'The Cape African Voters' Association,' and 'The All-African 
Convention,' the two latter mainly for the protection of the Cape 
Franchise. He has also been a life-long active worker for 
temperance among his people and a striking example of his own 
principles in this regard. 

Not only in work for his own people but in the no less import­
ant sphere of maintaining just and friendly race relations in 
South Africa Professor Jabavu has been a consistent advocate 
and co-worker. He is a foundation member of the Institute of 
Race Relations and is at present one of the Vice-Chairman of 
that body, a position to which he has been elected by the suffrages 
of the members year after year. In this capacity he has assisted 
in the building of bridges between black and white, with a view 
to the encouragement of mutual understanding and the lessscn­
ing of prejudice. This is indeed a signal service he has rendered 
South Africa. 

Throughout his career, as might have been expected from his 
parentage, Professor Jabavu has been a diligent writer on subjects 
relating to African life and interests. Along with others, Euro­
pean and African, he has contributed to several compilations, 
notably, 'Western Civilization and the Natives of South Africa;' 
' Thinking with Africa ; ' and ' Educational Adaptations in a 
Changing Society.' He has also had papers published in the 
Reports of various conferences and has given evidence before 
many Government Commissions. Under his own name he has 
published in English a 'Life' of his father, John Tengo Jabavu; 
' The Black Problem,' a study of race relations in South Africa ; 
'The Segregation Fallacy; ' 'Native Disabilities;' ' Bantu 
Literature ' and ' The Induence of English on Bantu Literature ' 
as well as numerous pamphlets and travel booklets in Sixhosa. 

In view of Professor Jabavu's life-long service as lecturer and 
professor in this College ; of his record as a publicist beyond its 
walls ; of his accomplishments as a musician, formerly exercised 
to the delight of students, staff and the general public ; of his 
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numerous pioneer activities for the encouragement of organized 
effort towards economic, social and educational improvements 
among his own people, as well as for the promotion of harmony 
between black and \,hitc- for these, and in recognition of his 
gifts of character and disposition, I invite you, Mr. Vice-Chan­
cellor, to confer on him, lzonoris causa, the degree of Doctor of 
Philosophy in Rhodes University. 

After the Degrees had been conferred by the Vice-Chancellor, 
the names of those who had been awarded Diplomas nnd Certi­
ficates were read out. 

LIST OF GRADUANDS 

Doctor oj Philosophy (Honoris causa) 
JABAVU, DAVIDSON DON TENGO 

Bachelor of Arts : 
In Praesentia Major Subjects 
Chaane, George : Geography, History 
Cokile, Colben : Geography, History 
Dube, Kingsley Don Dinga: English, History 
Gwina, Lauretta Gladys: Psychology, Zulu 
Jubase, Jones Baden-Powell : History, Xhosa 
Kakana, Liberty Mxolisi: Social Anthropology, Xhosa 
Lekoape, Seth Baku Sello: English, Southern Sotho 
Madikiz la, Cameron Mbulelo: Public Administration, Xhosa, 

Politics 
Makhuza, Solomon Daniel : History, Politics 
Mapckula, Hilda May: History. Xhosa 
Marais, Genoveva Esther : History, Politics 
Mlilo, Obadiah Lotshc : English Politics 
Molete, Zacchius Botlhoko : English, Politics 
Mpama, Linforth Ashby : English, History 
Msi, Julia Princess Nonccba: Social Anthropology, Xhosa 
Muhoya, Mathengc Ru-tholomew: History, Politics 
Ndlovu, Winifred Rose: History, Zulu 
Ngonyama, Su an : English, Latin 
Quma, Melancthon Skumbuzo : Social Anthroplogy, Histdry 
Radcbc, Godfrey Thamsanqa : English, History 
Scmcnya, Joel Modikana: Northcn Sotho, Social Anthropo­

logy, Geography 
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Tabata, Kolisile Boyce: History, Xhosa 
Vanda, Juta: Geography, Xhosa 

In Absentia 
Mokoatle, Benny Ntseare: Southern Sotho, Psychology 

Bachelor of Science : 

In Praesentia Majvr Sub;ects 
Carelse, Xavier Francis: Chemistry (with distinction) 

Physics (with <listin.), Mathematics 
Chisuse, Moir Ernest : Botany, Zoology 
David, Edwin Ralph : Chemistry, Geography 
Litheko, Samuel Christian: Psychology, Zoology 
Mafekc, Lenford Laudy : Botany, Zoology 
Magojo, Preston Mteteleli : Botany, Zoology 
Matseoane, Stephen Lewetse Tickey : Botany, Chemistry 
Mookodi, Bias : Botany, Geography 
Novukela, Robert Mabongo: Botany, Geography 
Steyn, Peter Alfred Benjamin: Botany, Zoology 
Vandayar, Doorsamy Kanabathy: Chemistry, Zoology 
Zulu, Amy Thokozile: Chemistry, Zoology 

In Absentia 
Gwanzura, Zachariah: Botany, Geography 
Mashigo, Andrew Matlakala: Botany, Chcmi~try 
Matthews, Shena Scipelo : Chemistry, Zoology 
Notha, Lawrence Jongintaba: Mathematics, Physics 
Peters, Leslie Ernest: Botany, Zoology 
Rangiah, Dayakaram: Botany, Zoology 
Rusike, Freeborn Jacha: Botany, Chemistry 
Tobin, James Frank: Chemistry, Zoology 

Bachelor of Science (Hygiene) : 

In Praesentia 
Joshua, Samuel Percival: Chemistry, Hygiene 
Mokhethi, Paul Kgcrcpi: Chemistry, Hygiene 
Mtoba, Leopold Sityebi: Chemistry, Hygiene (with distin.) 
Nenc, Phineas Phika: Chemistry, Hygiene 

In Absentia 
Mundawarara, Silas Chawanda : Hygiene, Physiology 
Mwanza, Phillip Kilonzo: Chemistry, Hygiene 

8 

 

 



AWARDS OF DIPLOMAS AND CERTIFICATES 
1953 

University Education Diploma: 

Graduate 

Bomela, O'Brey Sihlwclc 
Buso, Miriam Thozama 
Dingiswayo, Weatherby Ferreira Sonwabo 
Douthwaite, Marjorie (Provisional) 
Galada, de Villiers Zilindile 
Gumede, Muriel 
J adezweni, Davi<l lVIcctc 
Kakana, Liberty Mxolisisi 
Kali, Donald Bonar Malizo 
Kumalo, Frank Pangi 
Luswazi, Abigail Alicia Makhosazana 
Marais, Genoveva Esther 
Mda, Sastri 
Mcllalo e, Frank Themba 
Mfcka, Raymond Mzamo 
Mokose, Cohen 
Moshe, Doris Daphne 
Motsisi, Godfrey Levi Sebang Mongrnotsc 

aidoo, Ramjorgce Appanna 
gono, Garrett Thomp ·on 
gonyama, Reginald larshal 

Ntlabati, Ebenezer Sipo 
Pillay, Arthur J oscph 
Ramiah, Yonathan 
Rangiah, Dayakaram 
. ekclcni, IIaddy Zwiny 

eoposcngwc, Solomon Reginald Mohitlhicm rn 1 

September, Winthrop Ila il 
Siwi a, Dennis Didiia 
Skosana, Solomon Ludiiya 

Non-Gradual 
Gill, Benjamin Bennett 
K::ihanc, ozipho 

lashambc, John Iulcn a 
lityalwa? Timothy 

 

 



Ndlwana, Francina Frances Vuyclwa Mavuyi 
Norris, Priscilla 
Ntutu, John Ngalo 
Rathebe, Solomon Laurence Lcsornc 
Soga, Tiyo Mazaleni 
Songca, Alton Mthuthuzeli 
Uzanda, Gertrude 

University Post-Graduate Diploma in Theology 
Setiloane, Gabriel Molche 
Certificate in Theology 
Gebeda, Harnet 
Ramalibana, Peter 
Sidaki, Howard Milward 
Stanley, Fred Corneli~s John 

Advanced Diploma in Agriculture 
Mzimba, Dube Gecelo 
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GRADUATION ADDRESS 

The degrees having been conferred and the awards of diplomas 
and certificates announced, the Vice-Chancellor delivered the 
following address to the Congregation : 

Mr. Principal, Ladies and Gentlemen, 
My first duty, and it is a very pleasant one, is to congratulate 

all the graduands of to-day on their achievement. I am sure 
that many of you have made considerable sacrifices of both time 
and money to come to Fort Hare, and so to secure a higher 
education and a qualification in one field or another ; probably 
many of your parents and friends al~o made sacrifices to help 
you in your endeavours, and no,, that you have completed the 
course, I want, on my own behalf, and on behalf of the U11ivcr­
sity, to express our pleasure in your success and our since1e good 
wishes for your future progress. 

Among the graduands of to-day there is one whom I should 
like to mention in particular. That is Professor Jabavu, who is 
to receive an honorary degree this morning. Professor Jabavu 
has given a life time of devoted service to this College and its 
students, and we are delighted to honour him to-day as a mark 
of the University's appreciation of his work an<l example, and to 
welcome him as the University's first honorary graduate of his 
race. It is also good that the Principal under whom Professor 
Jabavu worked for so many years, is also here and is taking a part 
in this morning's ceremony. I know that this will he pleasing to 
you all. 

There is another matter which I should like to touch upon. 
We have in the UniH:rsity a scholmship, known as the Founda­
tion Scholarship, which is awarded annually on the results of the 
degree examination to the most outstanding graduate of the year, 
to cnabl him to proceed to study for an Honours degree. This 
year for the first time it has been won by a student of Fort Hare, 
Mr. I. F. Carelse, and we offer him a special word of congratula­
tion on his c ·cellent performance. 

Since I was here a year ago for our annual graduation cere­
mony, I have been on a long tour of U11iversities in England, 
Scotland, the United States, and Canada, and, in the course of a 
journe of o er 52,000 miles, have visited almost forty University 
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institutions. Therefore I c0rne to you to-day with my mind 
rather full of impressions of University life in various lands, , ·ith 
their resemblances and their differences. It may also be fitting 
to-day, as you are being admitted graduates of Rhodes Univer­
sity, that you should realise that you are thereby becoming part 
of the general body of University graduates all over the world, 
and that therefore you should think a little about Universities in 
general and the obligations, as well as the privileges, ,vhich be­
come yours as you receive your degree. I wish therefore to 
divide my address into two parts, first to give you a very brief 
survey of the development of the University world and its present 
status, and secondly to discuss the position of our college of Fort 
Hare in that University world, and to speak for a moment about 
the future development and duties of the College and its 
graduates. 

I ,ooking first at the University ,vorld in general, the oldest 
University in the world which I have been able to trace and which 
has been a place of continuous activity, proves to be in Africa, the 
University of Al-Azhar in Cairo. It was founded in the year 
970, almost a thousand years ago, and has rernai ned the p1-incipal 
seat of Islamic learning, still carrying 011 in large measure the 
traditions of the distant past. The " general section " of the 
University has no tests for admission, no classrooms, tc.·t books, 
fixed times of study, examinations-or degrees. It is designed 
for general students wishing to learn religion and Arabic, and the 
course, including the elementary parts, may extend over twenty 
years. Al-Azhar is in many ways unique. It has continued to 
serve its people, hut docs not appear to have influenced very 
much the development of the general nivcr ity world as we 
know it to-day. 

That general University workl proves to he almost entirely a 
product of Western civilisation. It dcvclopc<l in Europe from 
the 11th century onward and ha been transmitted by European 
scholars and missionaries to other lands in all parts of the world. 
The earliest European University wa that of Bologna in Italy, 
followed very quickly by those of Paris, Salamanca and Oxford. 
From these and a few others, all the Universities of Europe have 
developed. They were originally centres of in truction in 
theology, Jaw, and medicine, and only later became concern ·d 
with the study of arts and general 1 arning._ 
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When the Spaniards conquered Central and South America 
they very soon (1551) established Universities in Mexico and 
Peru on the model of their o,,,n ancient university of Salamanca. 
When the English settlers went to North America, not many 
years had passed before they established Harvard University in 
1636 on the model of Oxford and Cambridge, to supply them 
with ministers, lawyers and doctors, and thence forward, as the 
North America11 continent was settled and populated, the needs 
and desirability of higher education were kept steadily in view. 
The result was the foundation of a truly remarkable array of 
colleges and Universities, all of them owing much both to 
Harvard, Yale and the other early American Universities and 
much also to the ancient universities of England and Europe. 

All the Indian Universities of v. hich ·we heard such an interest­
ing account from Professor Jabavu two years ago, were instituted 
during the British occupation of India, the first three in the same 
year that Britain took over the government of India. In Austra­
lia and New Zealand, Universities were developed on the English 
model; Canadian Universities were inspired by those of Britain 
and the United States, as were those of Japan and China after 
these countries had been opened to European influence. Finally 
we find that even in Egypt the Universities of modern Egypt are 
modelled on those of Europe rather than on their own ancient 
university of Al-Azhar. It is clear therefore that this University 
concept, developed in Europe during the past thousand years, is 
a very powerful one and one which has spread over all the civilised 
world. 

Because of the common origin of so many Universities, they 
still have very much in common, and also a wish to keep in 
contact with each other and to discuss their problems together. 
This is not easy because of the enormous distances separating 
the different countries, but for the universities within the British 
Commonwealth, it has proved possible to do something in this 
direction by organising a meeting every five years between the 
heads of all the Universities in tlu~ Commonwealth-from 
England, Scotland, India, Australia, Canada, New Zealand and 
South Africa, as well as from the colonial territories. One such 
meeting took place in England last winter an<l it was specially 
important to us here as being the first of the series attended by 
a Principal of the Universit} College of Fort Hare as a member 
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of the Association of Universities. He had the opportunity of 
meeting the heads of many other institutions engaged on work 
similar to ours, and I am sure that, through the years, this 
opportunity for periodic discussion will prove very advantageous 
to the College. 

This Commonwealth Universities Conference at Cambridge 
was attended for the first time last year by official representatives 
of the Universities of the United States, and after its conclusion 
I was enabled to visit many Universities both in Britain and the 
United States of America and so to obtain a most interesting 
view of the present position and aspirations of the Universities 
of the English-speaking world. The Universities of Britain may 
be divided into three distinct groups, vib,, the ancient English 
Universities of Oxford and Cambridge, now almost 800 years 
old, the four ancient Scottish Universities, about 500 years old, 
and the thirteen modern Universities of England, all founded 
during the 19th and 20th centuries, beginning in 1832 with the 
University of Durham and continuing to the latest creation, the 
University of Southampton, founded in 1952. These three 
groups are very different in background an<l have developed in 
notably different ways. The two older groups have of course 
influenced profoundly the development of the modern Universi­
ties, but these latter have a character of their own and are not 
mere copies of the old institutions. It is interesting to note that, 
for so many centuries, two universities were found to suffice for 
England while, in the past century, it has been necessary to 
increase this number to fifteen, with four separate University 
colleges in addition. This great multiplication of institutions 
was largeJy due to two main influences, firstly the development 
of pure and app]ied science, together with the great industrial 
revolution it produced, and secondly the development of 
democracy, with the increasing feeJing abroad that every one 
mentally competent to profit by it, should be given the opportu­
nity of a university education. These two factors of science 
and democracy not only called these younger institutions into 
being, hut have also had a great influence on their development 
anJ, incidentally, on the recent development of the older Univer­
sities as well. 

The over-all position of universities in America at present is 
quite remarkable and perhaps has no parallel anywhere else in 
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the world. The country strikes one as a great laboratory in 
which every possible type of university curriculum is being 
tested. It is only because America today is a land of vast 
wealth that such experiments arc possible. The number of 
universities is also enormous, almost a thousand of them appear 
in the recent tabulation of" Universities of the United States of 
America." These range from the older and perhaps more 
conservative establishments like the great Universities of Harvard 
(300 years old), Yale, Princeton etc. to now institutions just 
starting on their careers. The list inclu(les vast Universities 
like those of ew York, with 45,000 students in the winter 
session, and an additional 21,000 in the summer, or Californi,l, 
with eight different campuses distributed over the State ; Univer­
sities ,vhich are so concerned to maintain every iota of academic 
freedom that they refuse any financial aid from the government, 
others which depend entirely on such aid ; universities which 
admit only students who pass a rigorous entrance examination, 
others which are compelled by law to accept every qualified 
student who applies; universities for white students only, others 
for negroes only, others for all races together. 

In connection , ith the matter of colour, there are very many 
universities open to all without regard to colour, others, as I have 
said, open to ,vhites only, others to negroes only, others legally 
open to all, but in practice attended only by one race, either 
white or black. The Americans therefore have much to teach 
us about the different methods of education in a multi-racial 
society. They arc gaining xperiencc of all possibilities from 
that of complete apartheid on the one hand to that of complete 
mixing on the other. One very encouraging commentary that 
can perhaps be made on this matter is that their e pericncc 
s ems to show that good results can be obtained from either of 
these systems, ev n although, a should h noted at the sam • 
time, the apartheid system evidently proves more co tly to 
operate. 

During my tom, I spent omc time at How. rd University in 
Washington. This is a negro university with almost 4000 
students, including a fc\\< whites. It i considered one of the 
best of such Univer itics and claims to b the only University of 
any ~ort in the country , hich is suppone 1 by the Federal 
Government of the United State . The staff there still 

 

 



remember with pleasure the visit paid to them last year by 
Professor and Mrs. Matthews. 

After attending the great confrrences at Durham and 
Cambridge last July and following that by very extensive visits 
to Universities both in Britain and America, it is interestmg to 
try to summarise one's impressions. The first is, I think, a 
feeling almost of amazement at the world wide appreciation of 
the need for higher education, and the enormous and rapid 
development of the University systems to supply that need. 
The second is the unanimity of view as to the objects of a Univer­
sity-that it should be a centre for the cultivation of the mind, a 
repository for the accumulated knowledge of the past, and a 
centre for e~panding the frontiers of knowledge by research. It 
is the chief aim of all the Universities to give their students the 
training ,1vhich \\ ill teach them to think for themselves, and they 
are all trying to the best of their ability to achieve that aim. The 
acquisition of knowledge is 11ecessary for practical purposes, but 
much more fundamental is it that the University should encour­
age careful objective thought, and the habit of applying the well­
stocked mind, in his objective way, to see the various problems 
of life and society. The great scientific advances of tl,c past 
three hundred years have been based on a passionate love of 
truth, objective truth, compktely unbiassed by any personal 
emotion or wi:shcs. This elimination of one's personal \\ ishes, 
the facing of facts squarely and honestly, whether palatable or 
not, this insistence that no personal theory can stand unless i 
accords with all the facts, is at the root of all cientific advance­
ment. The latter has had such spectacular succe~s that the 
scientific method is no\ · applied in practically all c.kpartments of 
knowledge, and we now have the scientific approach to hi 'tory, 
to the classics, and even as I have recently seen, scientific theology. 
This scientific age in\ hich we live has thus re tressed the central 
importance of the ancient virtue of ab,olute truth. 1t requires 
also the elimination of all bias, per onal or otherwise, and the 
determination to be completely objective in approaching any 
problem. 'I'his i an attitude of mind which the Univ rsities 
all strive, with varying succ\!ss, to develop. 

The great advances in science and technology have tended to 
attract students and attention to thc'l' side::. of University life at 
the expense of the older disciplines such as philosophy, classic-, 
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history etc. and there is a very wid spread feeling in the Univer­
sity world now that this process may have gone too far, that we 
arc now producing technicians rather than educated meP and 
potential leaders of men. That we arc acquiring knowledge 
rather than wisdom. s a result, many Universities are deve­
loping schemes of what are called " General Education.'' These 
schemes differ in Jiffercnt places, but all attempt in one way or 
another to produce a graduate who is not only a technical expert 
in his own field, but also a man with a wide background of know­
ledge, and an active mind interested in the affairs of his fellows. 
Such men are the natural leader of their people, and are a 
priceless asset to any community. 

The unfortunate effects of too much concentration on tech­
nology was impressively shown in Russia just after the Commu­
nist revolution. At that time, and presumably in the interests 
of equality, academic degrees were abolished and later the 
Universities were largely disbanded by the government, the 
scientific and applied science sides being organised into institutes 
and the arts and general cultural sides being closed. After some 
years the lowering of the level of general culture was so marked 
that the government had to reconsider its policy and in 1932 the 
Univcr itics were restored. First the scientific faculties were 
rein tated, then the humanities and history. In 1940 new 
faculties of philosophy were created and gradually during the 
war all universities were re torcd. In 19+7 the faculties of law 
were reincorporated. In line with the re onstitution of the 
universities the policy on academic degree was revised. From 
1934 onward the degrees were rein tated, then the old matricu­
lation e/amination was re tored and now gold and silver medals 
arc given for the best students, o that the Communist experi­
ment in higher education eems to have come into line once 
more with the general pattern of th<' we tern world, and in spite 
of their matcriali tic creed they, like ourselves, have found it 
neccs ary to includ the same broad cultural subjects in thcir 
studies. 

May I now speak briefly about my second topic, the future of 
this ColJe c of Fort Hare. That future, like that of all other 

nivcr ity in titutions, lies ultimately in the hand$ of its gra­
duates. The r putation you earn in your different fields is the 
reputation you will al o acquire for the College. I should thcrc-
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fore like t(J give you a few thoughts and suggestions about the 
College's future, and your own. 

Fort Hare is primarily concerned with the education of the 
African, and it is the oldest institution on the continent which is 
so concerned. The world wide spread of Universities is now 
reaching this continent of Africa and a number of newer U niver­
sity Colleges have recently been formed. Thus, just as the 
University of Bologna was the pioneer of university education in 
Europe, or Oxford of that in Britain, Fort Hare is the pioneer of 
African univer~ity education in this continent. Just as those 
institutions have had an immense influence-not only on their 
own students, but on the whole of their university world-so 
Fort Hare has a duty to sho:w by its example the great pos$ibili­
tics of African education. Africa is becoming increasingly 
industrialised and it is almost inevitable that more and more 
opportunities must be opened to Africans as the years pass. 
There are many and grave difficulties in the organisation and 
<levclopme1it of a multi-racial society, but in spite of those 
difficulties I think you arc fortunate to be living in a time when 
great developments of many kinds are taking place and are likely 
to take place. I suggest that the country can rightly look to you, 
the graduates of Africa's oldest African college, to provide 
intellectual leadership for your race, to help and guide Africans 
in the difficult but interesting problems facing them. It must 
also lool· to the College to continue to provide a steady stream of 
men and women trained and anxious to serve both their race and 
their country. 

How best can the College do this r I think we can perhaps 
find an answer from the experiences of older institutions. Surely 
the fir t ab olute essential is the maintenance of high standards. 
For this we must have the best possible staff at the College. At 
present that staff is partly European and partly African and 
whenever an appointm nt is to be made, vcn effort is made to 
sec that it goes to the candidate best qualified to fill it, regardless 
of colour, with the single proviso that if two candidates arc 
equally suitable, and one is an African and the other a European, 
then the appointment goes to the African. Thi is a policy 
which I suggest is very much in the interest of the African people 
and it i one which aJl Joyal graduates should seek to maintain. 
A the years pass it is to be c ·pcctcd that the staff will become 
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increasingly African, and it is right that it should be so, hut the 
best interests of the College, and of the African race, can only be 
served by a staff, every member of which, has been selected by 
merit and not by colour. 

The next point is the matter of examinations and instruction. 
Here again your standards must be maintained at the highest 
pos~ible level. It is not always realised by students that the 
award of a degree to a candidate, who is not adequately trained, 
would not be a kindness to the candidatC'. He in fact would be 
receiving a certificate for ,11,·hich he was not qualified, and which 
he could not live up to. Equally, of course, any reduction of 
standards woul i inevitably have a disastrous effect on the repu­
tation of the College. I therefore suggest that all true friends of 
this College will ever insist on the highest standard of perform­
ance both by its staff and students. The maintenance of stand­
ards is always specially hard to achieve in a young institution 
which, by its nature, cannot have the traditions and experience 
of an older establishment. Also in a developing country, 
external pressures to produce more engineers, or chemjsts, or 
doctors or teachers, as may be required at the moment, are 
particularly likely to arise. The College would always wish to 
meet such needs, but we should be specially vigilant in such 
circumstances to sec that at the same time our standards arc 
maintained. 

Next, as more openings become available for graduates, I hope 
that the range of work of the College will be expanded to meet the 
new demands. We should avoid both the frustration which 
comes to a graduate highly trained in a tlircction in which he 
cannot find employment, and the resentment which could arise 
by the College's failure to train specialists in fields in which good 
openings were av,.ilable. The College's policy of expansion 
should therefore be gean cl to the expansion of opportunity as it 
becomes available to our graduates. 

Finally, and what seems to me perhaps must important, I 
suggest that the rate at which that expansion of opportunity 
takes place may well be influenced by the sort of training given 
here and the sort of intellectual leadership which is thereafter 
provided by our graduates. As the Prime Minister of the Union 
said in laying the foundation stone of Fort Hare almost forty 
years ago " Education, vithout character, is but a poor equip-
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ment for the struggle of life.'' That is still true and therefore, 
the development of sound character must remain one of the 
primary aims of the College. In this connexion we may well 
remind ourselves again of the revolutionary effect of scientific 
thought on the Universities of the world. Its insistence on 
objective truth without personal bias is one we may well apply to 
all the affairs of Jife and with great advantage both to courselves 
and to our country. 

I hope our graduates may leave Fort Hare with a tramed and 
\\ell stocked mind, a mind also which they are prepared to use on 
the difficulties they may meet, to tackle each problem in the cold 
light of reason, to eliminate emotion and to strive only for the 
truth. In times of difficulty it is often not easy to remember 
that a statement is not necessarily true because it is made by a 
friend, nor necessarily untrue because made by an opponent. 
It is therefore well carefully to examine the truth of every state­
ment before accepting it and to acrept it only if it stands the test 
of that ex2mination. 

The development of an objective and critical mind is quite 
impossible in an atmosphere of hysteria and emotion. You may 
have seen reports from certain Middle Eastern countries of the 
students being called out on strike by politicians and indeed being 
used as a sort of political tool. I suggest to you that no univer­
sity can serve its true purpose in such circumstances nor can any 
people possibly afford the immense loss inevitable in such 
misuse of an educational institute. 

I ask you to apply your critical reason to all I have said. If 
you do so, I believe that you will agree with me that the future 
development of the African race demands an educated and 
objective leadership such as I have described. It has been 
found true by all other racial groups that difficulties and problems 
arc more profitably tackled by reason than by emotion, and it is 
the duty of Fort Hare to provide an opportt nity for the develop­
ment of mind, and. character, which will equip you for the search 
for truth and wisdom in the service of your community. 

I end, as I began, by offering you once more our congratula­
tions on your success and our best wishes for a happy and 
successful future. 

Speaking on behalf of the College the Principal thank •<l the 
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Vice-Chancellor for coming over to preside at this Congregation 
and to confer Degrees upon Professor Jabavu and upon students 
who had earned them. 

After singing Nkosi sikelel' iAJrika and Morena Boloka Se­
chaba sa Heso, the Rev. J. Rodger pronounced the Benediction. 
The Vice-Chancellor then dissolved the Congregation. 

The LQ'Vedale Press 
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Graduation Ceremony 

The Annual Graduation Ceremony of the University College 
of Fort Hare was held on Friday, 29th April 1955. It was the 
thirtieth Graduation Ceremony since the College was founded 
and the fourth Ceremony since its affiliation to Rhodes Univer­
sity in March 1951. 

Dr. T. Alty, n.sc., PII.D., F.I ·sT.P., F.R.s.c., F.R.s.E., Vice­
Chancellor of Rhodes niversity, presided and conferred the 
degrees. 

After the Congregation had been constituted, God save the 
Queen and Die tern van Suid Afrika were sung. The Rev. E. 
Lynn Cragg read the Scripture and led the Congregation in 
prayer. The Congregation joined in singing the Lord's Prayer. 

The graduands were then present d to the Vice-Chancellor 
for graduation, those in Arts being presented by Mr. S. B. 
Ngcobo and those in Science by Prof. J. T. Davidson. The 
awards of Diplomas and Certificate3 were announced. 

LIST OF GRADUANDS 

Bachelor of Arts : 

In Praesentia 
Luke Chic.lavaenzi 
Simon Coangae 
Jonathan Aaron Ga para 
Laura Blossom Jacob 

Digby Sqhelo Koyana 
Isaac ibusi o Kubeka 

Betty Lcbitsa 

Claude Chadwick 1abaso 
Archibald Will Mackricl 
Bonnie Simon Mashiane 
Peter Matoka 
Horatius Milner Kalipa Mbana 
George Mbclc 
Aggrcy Mtcmbu 

3 

Major Subjects 
English, History 
History, Politics 
History, Politics 
Social Anthropology, Xhosa 

( with distinction) 
Latin, Public Administration 
I listory, Zulu 

(with distinction) 
Geography, Social 

Anthropology 
History, Zulu 
I~nglish, Psychology 
G ography, History 
Engli h, Psychology 
G ography History 
I Iistory, Politics 
J<,nglish, History 

 

 



Jacob rgalo Ttutu 
Robert Pulumo Phafuli 
Abraham Poho 

Theophilus Ilekuyisc Shandu 
Mandlakhc Sipho Sitholc 
John Francois Thorne 

In Absentia : 

Social Anthropology, Xhosa 
English, Southern , 'otho 
Psychology, Southern Sotho 
Latin, Zulu (,,ith distinction) 
History, Zulu 

Biblical Studic (with di tinc­
tion) Systematic Th ology 

Henry Blasius Chipemberc 
Amon George Dandarcmbga 
Reuben 'lzayifani Ganyile 
Vincent Horatius Bonar Gondwe 
... oah Malambo Iatongo 

History, Politics 
Geography, History 
Philo ophy, .. ""hosa 
G ography, History 
Economics, Public Adminis-

Solomon Johannes Mdiniso 
Fwanyanga Matalc Mulikita 

tration 
English, Psychology 
English, Psychology (with~ 

Michael laliki Ramphornanc History, Politics 
0 car Arnolc.1 Ioc.liri Setlogclo Hi tory, Tswana 

distinction) 

Bachelor of Science : 

In Praescntia 
E11en uyiswa Blcki • 
Clive Roy Dennis 
Shadrach S 1ebogo Ditira 
Percy Stanley Pym Dlamini 
Richard Thabo I Ioohlo 

Johannes Jivhuho 
Ernest John on 
Daniel demi Julius 
Charles '1 haho 1 aitin 

ehemiah Goit cone atthc\\S 
Duma Mdledlc 
Eh ·nczer Glad tone 1 ldudu 

braham lolctsanc 1 Ionyakc 
Valoo Rarnakri hna l Ioodlcy 
Emmanuel Dunstan .. l wa i 
Dumisani Vuyi ilc J ndrew 

1zarn nc 
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1llajnr Subjects 
Chemistry, Zoology 
Geography, Zo ,logy 
Chcmi. try, Zoolo ry 
Botany, Zoolo y 

Ch mistry ( \ ith di tinction), 

Ch mistr r, Zoology 
lotan ', %0< lo y 
lathernati , Phy. i 

Cl mi tI"), Zoology 
Chemi try, Zoology 
Botany, Z ology 

.Z o logy 

Geo rc1phy, Z olog r 

Chemi t, ', fathematics 
Chcmi tr , Phy ic 
Ilotnny, Zoology 

Ch mi try, Zool Ty 

 

 



Dube Gecelo Mzimba 
Davidson Mashizha Sadza 
Ralph Kenneth Simon 
Nimrod Nathan Sishuba 
Alton Mthuthuzeli Songca 
Thomas Sohl Thclcjane 

In Absentia 
Vida Victoria Mung\, ira 
Eileen Estelle Rathebc 
Gerald Lancelot Samuel 

Botany, Chemistry 
Chemistry, Zoology 
Chemistry, Zoology 
Chemistry, Zoology 
Botany, Geography 
Chemistry, Zoology 

Botany, Zoology 
Chemistry, Zoology 
Botany, Zoology 

AWARDS OF DIPLOMAS AND CERTIFICATES 
1955 

University Education Diploma : 
Graduate 
George Chaane 
Colben Cokile 
Vuyisile Kekewick Dube 
Reuben Mzayifani Ganyile 
Lauretta Gladys Gwina 
Jones Baden-Powell Jubasc 
Eleazor Kuali 
Seth Baku Scllo Lckoape 
Lcnford Laudy Mafcke 
Preston Mtcteleli l\Iagojo 
Hilda May Mapckula 
Solomon J ohanncs Mdiniso 
Winnie Mjamba 
Jacob Rasegae Mogucranc 
Linforth Ashby Mpama 
Julia Princess onccba Msi 
Mathcngc Bartholomew Muhoya 
Winifred Rose N dlo u 
Phineas Phika Ncnc 
Binnie Columba kolombc 
Robert Mabongo Novuk la 
Abraham John Oliphant 
Rathinasabapathy Arumugam Pillay 
Godfrey Thamsanqa Radebc 
Eileen Estelle Rathchc 
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Joel Modikana Semen ya 
Theophilus Bekuyise Shandu 
Peter Alfred Benjamin Stcyn 
Kolisile Boyce Tabata 
Juta Vanda 
Gamalakhc Prince Vilakazi 
Gibson Leslie Y cni 
Amy Thokozile Zulu ( with distinction in Practice of Teaching) 

Non- Graduate 
Bill Bikitsha Dabula 
Margaret Frost (with distinction in Practice of Teaching) 
Bransby Vuyisile Jordan 
I ,ilian Magorimbo 
Victor Isaac Molc:fi Mahole 
Alexander Leo Masiza' 
Grace Nomsa Mdakanc 
Alice Nombulelo Mkutyukelwa 
Kono Ndlovu (with distinction in Practice of Teaching) 
Makhunga Wintshi Njobc 
Fred Gordon Simon 
Daniel Vclile Tom 
Prescott Temba Vanqa 
Donald Phala 

Certificate in Theology 
Gladstone Tamsanqa Flatcla 
Nathan Khumalo 
Victor N dumiso Msutu Madikanc 
Nimrod Joel Makaluza 
Smuts Mtctcli Nomb ·mhc 
John Ramoshaba 
Kelly Miller Mzamo Siboto 
Isron Echard T]holwc 

Advanced Diploma in Agriculture 
Hobden Ma ,iza Danda la 
Oxley Ottley Sandi Maya 
Clarence Monwabisi Mlokoti 
Xavier Teba Mngqibisa 
Ignatius Hancnc Muchangwc 
Ilofmcyr Mabamlla Tscngiv.·c 
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GRADUATION ADDRESS 

The Vice-Chancellor welcomed Dr. the Hon. Edgar H. 
Brookes to the Congregation as one to whom the country owed 
much for his untiring effort for the extension of higher educa­
tion among the different communities. 

Dr. Brookes then addressed the Congregation. 

Mr. Vice-Chancellor, 
I am glad to be with you all today at this Graduation Ceremony, 

and to have the opportunity of addressing you, and especially 
those of you who have won your Degrees. It is a great moment 
for each of you, your parents and your friends, and for your 
teachers too. The first thing that I want to do is to say quite 
sii;nply how much we all rejoice with you and wish you well, and 
we pray from our hearts that God wil1 bless every one of you 
through the years to come. 

Traditionally the Graduation adJrcss is also the speakcr1s 
opportunity of discussing as a fellow University man with you 
who ar:c now full members of the University, some of the aspects 
of the wider life into which you arc now entering. To a<ldr s 
the graduates of Fort Hare Uni.versity Collcg on these lines is 
an opportunity indeed. It is also a grave responsibility. Words 
spoken on su<.,;h occasions must come fro n the l1<::art and carry 
the ,'tamp of simple honesty and truth, for in our pre., ·nt circum­
stances anything less or more than the truth as we see it may do 
more harm th,rn good. 

That ought to be an easy ta"'k, and it wo ild be jn a society in 
which truth \ as habitm lly spoken, but we are so hes< t with 
half-truths, ex?.g;gcration:.:- and distortions that it demands qu·tc 
an effort to be simple and direct. Thi 0 i an age of propaganda, 
of State Information Offices and public relations officers, of 
zealots who believe that any misr presentation i'> justified if it 
helps on the Good Cause, and of timid well-wishers ·who twist 
the English language into terrible knots of double negatives and 
conditional clauses, of " notwithstandings" and " howevers" 
in a frenzy of anxiety never to hurt anybody, which means never 
to mean anything. 

7 

 

 



If the atmosphere of our day makes my task a somewhat 
difficult one, what must be sai<l of the task of a Fortl-Iarc graduate 
entering into his new life ? How he is to realise his aspirations 
is a question to which different answer., can be given; but that 
he must have certain aspirations admits of no question. He is 
bound to want to be a full citizen in the land of his birth. Who 
is prepared to say that that is wrong ? He is bound to want for 
himself and in due time for his children the fullest possible 
educational opportunity, access to all the world's treasures of 
learning and wisdom. Who is prepared to say that that is wrong? 
He is bound to want to see his fellowmen advancing in economic 
opportunity, with the chance to own land, to have enough to eat 
and decent housing, to be free from the perpetual nagging 
menace of debt. Who is prepared to say that that is wrong ? 
He is bound to desire deeply that he may be free from insult and 
discourtesy, the imputation of inferiority, envy of his ability or 
achievement, contempt on account of his race and colour. Who 
is prepared to say that that is wrong ? Let us one and all accept 
clearly and without ambiguity that no African, Indian or 
Coloured student in the Union of South Africa can be blamed 
for having these aspirations. 

These, it may be claimed, are universal aspirations. But 
there are others which I should like to feel arc cherished in the 
hearts of many Fort Hare graduates. Tl e a pirations of which 
I have been speaking up to the present arc in the best sense of 
the word political aspirations. They depend therefore, in the 
South Africa that we know, on the convcr.,ion of other peopl • to 
our point of view : neither by argument nor hy force can we 
bring them about alone. The way to them, so it seems to us 
sometimes, is barred by locked doors and someone else has the 
key. This is why those who think as we do omctimcs feel 
frustrated. Whether we persuade the man who has the key to 
do his duty or whether the doors have to be forced op n, we need 
the co-operation of others. But there arc open doors-doors 
waiting for men to walk through them. It may be that we shall 
find these open doors lead· ng to th • very citadel from which \\ c 
feel that the locked doors bar us out. L.:t us try them. They 
are in any case worth trying for their own sake. 

There is, of course, frequently a throwing aw,ty of the key~ 
that are in our hands. You know far better than I can tell you 

 

 



the temptations that beset you, the self-indulgences which can 
ruin a good brain or weaken the bane.ls of a man of strength. I 
do not need to warn you, for example, about drink. You all 
know the terrible toll that it takes of heart and mind. It is more 
to the point to ask why men seek happiness in things of this kind. 
So often it is out of a deep sense of frustration and futility. We 
arc apt to blame this on circumstances. Circumstances do play 
a part in it, and all that we can <lo to improve them is surely 
good; but this is not the deepest truth of the matter. Ev<.:n the 
contempt and injustice with which you will be beset as you go 
out into life is not able to crush your spirit or destroy your 
creative powers unless you let it do so. The answer to frustra­
tion is to be found deep in your o,, n hearts. To that door, the 
door to the inn<.:r citadel of personality, you and you alone hold 
the key. You have reached maturity in the sense that the key 
to your O\\ n heart is now yours. The true U nivcrsity is the 
active, pure-hearted servant of truth. In so for as Fort Hare is 
this, it is already a University. But Fort Hare is not a set of 
buildings : it is a group of human beings. Arc we all active, 
pure-hearted servants of truth ? In so far as we arc not, the call 
comes to us to be so. Wherever and how<.:vcr we have been 
educated, education worthy of the name should fit us to live as 
kings and priests-" crowned and mitred," as Dante said­
independent of other people's contempt or r<.:spcct, justice or 
injustice, free men in the service of truth. The secret of life is 
to find that unshakeable freedom when i1 foriority is a mcaning­
kss wonl. Our Lord Ilimsdf was l1<Jt condemned to ob:curity 
because Ile belonged to a conquc;rcd race, nor are 1 Iis servants. 
Let thos<.: \\ ho think poverty hinders success bethink themselves 
of Abraham Lincoln, the son of a "poor white ,, family, and of 
David Livingstone, every step of ·whose education had to be 
fought for. The best-known sci<.:ntist of our day, Albert 
Einstein, died in exile on account of his race from the land of his 
birth. Another c. ·ikd scil'ntist, Chaim VVeizmann, by his 
achie\·emcnts and his spirit, found a home for a people dispersed 
in alien lands for nineteen hundred years. All this is no excu e 
for maintaining atlYcrsc political and economic conditions, but 
it is a call to you all to recognise hO\v the human spirit can flower 
out of pain, p<'nury and oppr -~sion. 

Where your pa~t education has cramped and frustrated the 
true man, \\ hether it be an education absorbed from lectures1 
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from family standards, from racial fears, or from any other 
thing, discard it. Where education has developed the true man 
into living fully with and by truth, whether within or without 
you and whole-heartedly responding to it, live by that, no matter 
what happens. Truth and light are for all men, and freedom of 
heart. 

We are members of an unhapphy nation, a country racked 
with fear and not true to truth in many ways. Each section of 
our nation has contributed to this. Each section has brought its 
own sins to contribute to this unhappy state. Each section is to 
blame. Each section and each separate man has to remedy the 
faults in its or in his character and education, in order to be free 
to fight for universal truth. 

The struggle is too serious to make it possible for us who are 
graduates to use our University education for self-glorification 
or for our own elevation. You are men and women of privilege, 
as I am, but our privilege is not so much that we have university 
degrees, as that \Ve are men and women "matched with this 
hour " by our Maker. You have, through the often intense 
sacrifices of others, your parents, relatives or friends, or perhaps 
by your own very strenuous efforts, been given something to fit 
you for true living, something to fit you to be servants of truth. 

To be a servant of truth a man must first of all " to his own 
self be true." Such inner truth involves in the first place simple 
honesty. When I speak of honesty I do not mean simply that 
we should not deceive other pcopk. That is almost unimportant 
by the side of the real point- that a man should, in the quiet of 
his own room, be honest with his own heart. Be that first. 
Even if you lack the courage to say what you think to anyon else, 
say it to yourself. This country is full of advocates of integra­
tion who do not propo e to receive non-Europeans into their own 
homes, clubs and churches, but ill not 'ay so even to them­
selves; of advocates of apartheid who will not work out the brave 
new world on a map even in the priv'lcy of their own bedrooms : 
of men who doubt the value of the particular "ism" of libera~ 
tion advocated by the most vocal of those around them and arc 
too timid to mention their doubts clearly even to themselves. 
We are beset by fears-fear of one another, fear of the future

1 

fear of the truth. ever ·was there a more fear-ridden country._ 
lf :Fort Hare or any other university institution could send u~ 
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out ten graduates a year who were completely unafraid it would 
revolutionise South Africa. 

With this we want men who really care. Charity is not quite 
so rare a virtue as honesty, but it is rare enough. When a 
European fails to carry the non-European on his heart we blame 
him because he is a little man, a timid, self-limited, pitiful kind 
of man, whatever his boasts. But when a non-European fails to 
carry the European on his heart, what then ? Do we blame 
him ? Or do we let him make a boast of it? Y ct what a terrible 
confession of inferiority! Don't you agree that it is ? 1agna­
mity is not a virtue needed only by the privileged. To feel that 
it is enough for an African to care for Africans only is to deny 
him the status of a man, to leave him perpetually on the defensive. 
Beware of such degradation of your manhood. 

And yet even if an African cared only for Africans it wou Id be 
a great deal-provided that he really did care. The going out of 
one's heart to others is a life-giving thing. " It blcsseth him 
that gives and him that takes." Life becomes meaningful \vhen 
we care : we only reach our full stature of intellect or of spirit 
when we do care. 

I speak to graduates today, as a fellow-graduate, a member of 
a world-wide community of learning. Y ct of course the gifts of 
which I am speaking, whether intellectual or spiritual, are not 
the monopoly of graduates. It may serve as a chastening thought 
to anyone who has majored in English that Shake pearc had no 
Degree. It may be a helpful thought to any woman graduate 
here today to recollect that Joan of Arc never had a university 
education, neither did Florence ightingale nor Queen Victoria. 
Among outh African statesmen, neither Paul Kruger nor 
Moshoeshoc were Bachelors of Arts and Cecil Rhodes only 
obtained an undistinguished degree by great efforts. We who 
enjoy the advantages of a sy tematisec.l education must not 
assume a superiority at the b ginning of the race, because the 
handicappers have put u a good many yards ahead of scratch : 
the man who tarts from scratch omctimcs wins ! Let us run 
well, thankful for our good start but not presuming on it. 

It is thus of all th men and \ omen of the rac s rcprc entcd 
here and of all the men and women of South Africa and not of 
graduates only nor of non- ·uropcan only that I 'P ak when I 
say that we must be ervant of truth, that we must each one of 
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us << to his own self be true." That means that we must un­
ashamedly be ourselves,just what we are, no more, no less. With 
that real self God can work miracles, but He can do nothing 
with falsity, with the man who is not really there. If you are 
Africans, as so many of you are, it means that you must neither 
try consciously to be African or to be un-African, but yourselves. 
If you are yourselves, you vvill have in you virtues of Africa 
which you must not despise, and virtues of the wider world of 
western civilisation which you have learned and treasured and 
which you must truly assimilate and make truly your own. So 
often men have told you to cherish your African past when you 
have felt that their advice was insincere and directed towards 
keeping you a separate and subordinate people. In so far as it 
was so, your reaction to their hypocrisy was natural and under­
standable. Yet every racial group in this country has something 
rich to bring to the common stock. It is a mistake to contrast 
the old and the new. The deeper the roots of the tree strike, 
the higher and wider spread its branches and the lovelier grows 
its fruit. It is not a choice between the ancestral past and the 
changing future but between abounding life or stunted life. 
Starve the roots and you starve the branches. You defeat your 
own object. In a passage which might have been written 
specially for University students, Our Lord says : " 'Therefore 
every scribe which is instructed unto the Kingdom of heaven is 
like unto a man which is an householder which bringeth forth 
out of his treasure things new and old." Things new and old. 
There is thus a sense in which one can rightly say to you: "Look 
unto the rock whence ye are hewn and unto the hole of the pit 
whence ye arc digged : look unto Abraham your father and unto 
Sarah that bare you." 

I was reading the other day Arthur Bryant's "Makers of the 
Realm " and especially his moving picture of King Alfred. I 
was struck at the close parallel between the simple virtues of the 
Anglo-Saxons in those rugged days and the virtues of the 
Africans. Alfred's achievement was to preserve those virtues 
and add to them and gradually fuse with them the light and 
learning of the past that came from Rome. It may he a hard 
calling but it is a high calling that comes to the educated African 
to-day-to honour and preserve the ancestral heritage and to 
unite with it in an indissoluble union the light and learning of 
the western world. It can be done in the spirit of Alfred. In 
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doing it honour your fathers and your mothers : the man who 
does not would have been called by the men of Alfred's time a 
" nidering," a worthless fellow. Honour the wisdom, kindness 
and courage among your own people, African, Indian or Coloured, 
literate or illiterate, the gifts that have moved life onwards 
through history, the gifts of simple folk, of the so-called 
" common man." My desire for you is that you will add to 
these, as Alfred did, all the new learning that has come to you 
and make it your own in a great unity based on a true integration 
of the best in the old and the best in the new in your own per­
sonality-not a throwing away of the simple, lovely things of the 
past, but a fulfilment of them in a rich present. And of the new 
life take the things that arc real1y \' orth while. It is a tragedy to 
see men throw away the realities of it for the mere trappings, for 
things that do not really matter-the luxuries and decadence of a 
civilisation without the measure of truth and wisdom which it 
brings. No man will find his true self by reaching out for power, 
position, fine houses, high-powered care:, expensive pleasures, 
and for them throwing away what he has. The University is 
the servant of truth. It is truth in all its aspects, and deeply 
lived in our own lives that matters : the rest arc extras. Some of 
them are not inherently evil and may follow as by-products, but 
without truth they arc evil because they take us away from the 
one thing that really matters. 

Follow the truth within you. Go with the truth that comes 
from without. Go forward, trusting in <1n utterly benevolent 
God : we His children arc often malicious and sclf'-sceking, but 
He is utterly benevolent. To those who will do this, to the 
servants of truth, not to any race or political group as such, but 
to the servants of truth the me sage comes : " Fear not, little 
flock, it is your Father's good pleasure to give you the Kingdom" 
-not as non-Europeans, but a men and women, with nothing 
to apologise for, nothing to defend, and nothing to be inferior 
about. 

So I long that you will not look to either the slow processes of 
historical evolution or the uncertain and incalculahlc results of 
revolution to claim the hcrita e into which you can ent r 110w, 

this very day-the heritage of full manhood and womanhood, 
the gift of ruling your circumstances instead of heing ruled by 
them, the inner peace and poise which make you independent of 
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other people's courtesy or discourtesy, justice or injustice, the 
life and laughter which are the natural gifts of youth. 

The more this joyful liberation of the self comes about, the 
more will this place become a true University. It is by this 
inner transformation and by it only that you will be able to take 
the next steps in the advance in University life about which I now 
want to say a few words to you. 

There are open doors in the intellectual as well as in the moral 
sphere and through those open doors I wish to see the graduates 
of Fort Hare move on to "the glorious unknown morrow." 
Next to the inner liberation of spirit which I have been speaking 
of, and which is, I believe, an essential condition for intellectual 
progress, I can imagine no course of action more likely to lead to 
the emancipation of the non-European races of South Africa 
than intellectual achievement of so marked a character as to 
compel respect. ever tell me that it cannot be done. And yet 
do not tell me that it can be done without doing it. 

Fort Hare has grown immensely in size and level of achieve­
ment since its early days. Gone are the years when it took pre­
matriculation students. It has become a University College in 
fact as well as in name. Now we want to see it become a Univer­
sity. Anc.r the real change from a University College to a 
University does not lie in numbers or finance or in formal recog­
nition by a Parliamentary statute : it lies largely in the amount 
and excellence of its post-graduate studies. This . is the great 
advance which Fort Hare is called to make during the next 
decade. And how easy it is to make it if you will. Fur this 
University College is in the enviable position of being supported, 
doubtless sometimes for the wrong reason, by every single 
school of political thought in South Africa. Defenders of 
apartheid rejoice to see a separate non-European institution grow. 
Defenders of integration rejoice to sec emerging from Fort Hare 
men who by their achievement can prove more spectacularly 
than any philosophical arguments can do the equality of man. 
Nothing can ·tand in the way of a great future for Fort Hare 
except a niggardly and starved imagination on the part of those 
who frame its policy or a failure to " make good" on the part of 
the splendid human material which forms its student body. 

When I speak of post-graduate study I mean in the first place 
quite simply that there should be a sufficient pro~ortion of 

14 

 

 



students as dissatisfied to stop at the Bachelar's Degree as their 
fathers were dissatisfied to stop at " Matric." We move on. 
Even in my own life-time, Standard VI was a sufficient -qualifica­
tion for the lowest grade of African teacher training. As for 
Europeans, I remember when I was a small boy a highly-respect­
ed Headmaster advertising his qualifications in the public press 
as " Inter-B.A." Anyone in his position would keep it a dark 
secret today. 

But I woul<l go further and say without any disparagement of 
the good work of the past, that we are still awaiting a new out­
burst of creative work in the intellectual field from the graduates 
of Fort Hare. We wait for the greater books that African and 
other writers are to contribute to the English and Afrikaans as 
well as to the Bantu languages-poems, novels, plays: books so 
compelling in their passion and po,ver that no one can describe 
them condescendingly as "good work for an African," but just 
simply as good. A beginning has been made : can we go on to 
great things? In history we have had our Theals and Corys and 
Walkers : where is their African or Indian equivalent? I long 
too for outstanding achievement in pure and applied sciences. 
I can see no reason why a Fort Hare graduate cannot contribute 
something new to chemistry or physics. Can you ? Can you 
see why race should prevent a man from finding a new and better 
remedy for a cattle disease ? Are these abilities reserved to 
Europeans only ? Yet in fact achievement in these fields has 
been largely left to Europeans only, and it should not be. 
Granted that in some of these fields Fort Hare needs better 
provision for post-graduate studies, but the essential truth is 
that you arc not " non-Europeans," you are men and women 
with all the power, achievement and vision which God gives to 
m n and women created in His image. Never be content to be 
less than that, and do not, by blindness of imagination, coldness 
of heart or weakness of faith, be Quislings, who, through failure 
to fulfil their destiny, assist the arguments of those who brand 
them as inferior. 

If this advance is to be made we must beware of tendencies 
and doctrin s, however temporarily popular, which cramp 
men's minds and hearts, and deflect a University from its proper 
function of being what I called it earlier-the active, pure­
hearted servant of truth. If I hurt anyone in speaking of these 
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things, forgive me. I know that you realise that I do genuinely 
love and re pect you. What I tell you is the truth as I see it. 
Consider it with your minds ven if it seems to hit at tendencies 
which you yoursel c may perhaps have cherished. 

One of these is the doctrine that truth is relative, or, putting it 
othenvise, that anything which helps the Cause we have at heart 
is true. When someone who favours racial oppression, or some 
other Cause with which we have no sympathy, does this, we un­
hesitatingly condemn him and rightly so ; but the injury to 
integrity is as great ,vhen we do it to back up our own ideals. 
Perish the ideals that cannot stand the light of truth! A Univer­
sity is the servant of truth ; to conceal unpleasant or disconcert­
ing truth or to disseminate pleasant half-truths is to sin against 
our vocation. " If the light that is in you is darkness, how great 
is that darkness ! " and .we arc called to be the intellectual light 
of our country. 

It is for these reasons that we should fight whole-heartedly the 
tendency to give history a bias-even a corrective bias. A 
young Afrikaans \ •riter, Dr. F. A. van Jaarsveld, has recently 
got into some trouble with his fellow-Afrikaners by telling them 
that they must not confuse hi 'tory with apologetics. This 
holds good for African or Indian students of history too. Pro­
fessor Macmillan once said that Thea! wrote history from the 
standpoint of the Cape Civil Service, and that Cory wrote hi tory 
from the tandpoint of the " Grahamstown Journal," and was 
met by the retort from one of his colleagues : " Professor 
Macmillan\\ rites history from the standpoint of the Bantu Men's 
Social Centre." 'I he normal historian is almost bound to have 
some bias, but he docs hi' best to correct it. It is not unnatural 
that many Europ an writer of South African history have an 
unconscious bi, ' in favour of their own race. When I read of 
the first, l:Cond, t ird, fourth, fifth, sixth, seventh, eighth and 
ninth I'" affir War , I r ali e that they might w 11 be referred to 
here as the fir t, ·cond, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, s venth, 
eighth and ninth Whit man's Wars-with my own tudents I 
alway speak of the fir t, second, third, fourth, fifth, sixth, 
seventh, eighth and ninth Frontier Wars. I discovered early in 
my years at Pretoria 'Cniversity that the best translation into 
Afrika:rn of Boer War i not " Bocrcoorlog," but "Engel e 
Oorlog," or " Tw d Onafhanklikheidsoorlog." Such shift of 
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emphasi and terminology i understandable and perhaps excus­
able. But to make history the ehide of just another type of 
propaganda is an evil thing. If history ha inde d tended to 
show (I do not believe it always has) that the white man is always 
right, it is no great improvement to produce a new version of 
history to prove that the black man is always right. Browning 
has a good line in "Bi. hop Blougram's Apology"-

" You call the ches -board whit', you call it black"­

which d scribe the process that i going on very aptly. The 
che, ~-board i' indeed white and black, and so is the distribu­
tion of virtues in outh African hi tory. The tendmcy to turn 
history into apologetics i an open confession of inferiority-the 
thing which every educated non-European should fight like the 
very devil. 

In our University life too there has been widely disseminated 
the doctrine that all life i to be explained on materialistic lines, 
that economics i the only social science that really matters, and 
that religion is either utterly false or is to be defended only as a 
means to attaining a political, social or economic end. ow I 
am not going to talk about religion: I am going to talk about 
poetry, about music, about art, about human affections, for all of 
these arc in th same boat. \Vhen I am told that poetry is either 
nothing at all or else a handmaid to the revolution, I react 
violently: poetry is ,vorth while for its own sake, and not for the 
. a l; of, ny theory, good or bad, or any revolution, pa tor future. 
What would we say to a man who set out to" debunk" marriage 
or mu ic or poetry because it did not put right the political or 
economic tructurc of South frica. Yet the same argument is 
thought rood enough to cond mn reli rion. I yi Id to no one in 
my , dmiration for the good and nee,, ·ary work of economi ts 
and I am my ·If a teacher of political cicnc , yet m. king all lif 
a matt ·r of economics and politic is a disea . It is in fact 
intcll ·ctu, l cancer-the grm, th of certain cell. at the c. pen c of 
all the other -and like physical cancer it threat ns life. 

Jim, ·ver trongl, \\c feel ith ·r , ay on any of the issu I 
h,tvc mentioned, I would plead that Univ r ity life should not he 
huilt on p r. ecution. The scrvic' < f truth demand freedom 
of c ·pres ion. Friendship h ulcl not b • made dcp ·n<lent on 
political a rcemcnt and, , ·hich r idc do it, it is a cry had 
thin r too trncisc tho c who do not conform. In this niv r'ity 
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leave men free, I beg you, to be " extreme" or " moderate," to 
hold whatever view they like. Give them real and substantial 
freedom and your hand of kindness and comradeship, even while 
you feel free to attack their theories, for thus you will serve truth. 

A modern writer has said that there are three things for which 
there is no place in hell-laughter, music and silence. There is 
plenty of noise there. Several people talking at once, especially 
on the topic" Whose fault is it? " can bring hell very near with­
out much difficulty. If in your own hearts or in your circle of 
friends or in your theory of life there is no place for laughter, 
music or silence, beware, for you are on the downward track. 
May this University College never fail to cherish these three 
heavenly graces. 

" Give unto us the increase of faith, hope and charity." It is 
my prayer for myself, for Fort Hare, for you. If I am to con­
centrate on any one of these three virtues, as I conclude, I would 
stress the value of hope. No one can see earth renew itself 
every spring without hope stirring in him. A man of my age 
meeting young people going out into life cannot help (if he is a 
man of faith) loving them and hoping for the future that he must 
begin to resign into their hands. Through what strange paths 
we must move before true freedom, equal opportunity and the 
spirit of brotherhood arc established in our land, I do not know. 
To me, at times, the skies arc sombre and much of what I and 
others have worhd for seems to lie in ruins. But I cannot 
despair, King Alfred in his day did not, nor must you. Sombre 
skies are often the forerunner of healing rain. If we live in a 
time of defeat, it is that we may learn to conquer. Of every 
situation\ c may say, " ow God be thanked Who has matched 
us with His hour." All good work sincerely done builds the 
better day. It may come by paths that we have not thought 
much about, but come it surely will if we give the service of our 
lives honestly and in perfect freedom of heart. Even if it never 
came, such joyful giving of ourselves, in which also we truly find 
ourselves, is itself the end of life and carries with it its own reward. 

" I dare do all that may become a man : 
Who dares do more is none." 

That is really my message today, that we truly do all that becomes 
us as men. Beyond that the issues of triumph or disaster are 
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not and 11l'\' er L,m bl' in our hands, but rn the hands ()f 

" That love 
Th.It mo, cs thL' sun in ht'.l\ en and all the star~. ' ' 

, fu:r singing .\1wsi s,'/uld' iAfrika and ]lorena Boloka , ·r· ­
<'l,a.ba ,a I It-so, the Rn•. E. Lynn Cragg pronounced the Be e­
di.ction. 'l'lw Vice-Chancl'llur then dissolwd the Congregati ,n. 

Th, Lo'i.:edale Pr£' s 
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