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Abstract

Qualitative method was the approach used in this study to investigate the nature,
extent and causes of drug abuse in Mdantsane Township schools. This stqdy
followed an interpretative method in which participants were the people who
learned/studied/worked with learners who had drug related problems. Most
participants indicated that they experience drug related problems in their schools.
Learners mostly understood the nature of the problem, and discussed the extent to
which learners in their schools used and abused different types of drugs like dagga,
tobacco, alcohol, slimming/sleeping pills, cocaine and mandrax. All participants
mentioned what they considered to be the causes of drug use and abuse by learners

as well as their suggestions for how to eliminate drug abuse.

The investigation was conducted in Mdantsane Township in the East London District.
Data was obtained from twenty three participants; a sample of four schools, nine
learners, four Life Skills/Orientation educators, four SMT members or other
educators, four SGB members, one Social Worker and one official from the
Department Of Education. The researcher conducted learners’ focus group
discussions (two or three learners per school) individual interviews with educators,

SGB members, the social worker and DoE Official; as well as document analysis.

The study discovered that dagga, tobacco and alcohol were the most commonly
us'ed and abused drugs by learners attending Mdantsane Township schools. These

were followed by cocaine, mandrax, sleeping and slimming pills.

The recommendations were that: learners should be monitored both at school and at
home; learners of the same age should be together, which needs monitoring on:



school readiness of each child; learners with drug related probléms must be reported
for assistance purposes and parénts should respond quickly when called by
educators at school; schools should be encouraged to work together with all the

community stakeholders for the assistance of learners’ challenges.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 Introduction

Chapter one provides a general overview of the thesis. This includes the background
information of the study, the statement of the problem, the research questions, the
sub- research questions, the purpose of the study, the objectives of the study, the
assumptions of the Study, the significance of thé study, the rationale of the study, the

delimitation of the study, the definition of terms and the chépter outline of the thesis.

Chapter one is important to this study because it provides the reader with a general
overview of the study, as well as background information regarding Mdantsane

Township, the area in which the study was conducted.
1.2 Background of the study

Apartheid planners located Mdantsane Township 25 kilometers away from the city of
East London, resulting in increased unemployment (Mabindla, 2005: 1). One of the
consequences was an increase in the levels of crime and violence in Mdantsane ‘
Township. Unemployed youngsters formed gangs and‘roamed the streets (Mabindla,

2005: 1). Bank (2007:2) states that

over the past 40 years, Mdantsane Township has never managed to deliver its
early visions of growth and economic expansion. Furthermore its growth and
economic expansion was stunfted by high unemployment, poverty,

infrastructural backlogs and the failure of the township to attract a critical mass



- of investment to sustain a vibrant central business district and local industrial

parks on its outskirts

As a result, the socio-economic background of learners in Mdantsane Township has
exposed them at a very early age to crime, violence and drugs. This is common in

South Africa because of unemployment.

'According to the Snap Survey of (2008), which wés conduﬁted by the Education
Management Information Systems (EMIS), there are 325 schools in the East London
Distfict. In these 325 schools, 60 174 learners are in primary school and 46 234 are in
high school. The East London District has 1164 male educators and 2 740 female

educators. There are also 445 School Governing Body members.

Drug abuse is widesprea‘d throughout the world including in South Africa (Hewana,
1996:1). Due to the abuse of drugs learners are demotivated, feel hopeless and
experience a lack of interest and excitement aboﬁt life (Hewana: 1996: 2). “Drug
abuse is the excessive use of mood-altering drugs for non-medical purposes” (Searll,
1989: 47). Any drug that is used for a long period without prescription and supervision
is being abused (Searll, 1989:47). Glanz and Pickens, as cited by Hewana (1996:1),
are of the opinion that drug use and drug abuse are not independent because the user
moves from one to another. This implies that when the user or patient is not
supervised in using the prescribed drug she or he may abuse the said d‘rug‘. When one
abuses drugs she or he ends up being addicted to them‘. Addiction occurs when one
cannot function normally without repeated use of drugs and one cannot control the
need of the drug (Capadanno & Chavaria as cited by Hewana, 1996:1). Drug abuse
constitutes an individual, a family and a social problem (Hawkins, Catalano & Miller as
cited by Hewana, 1996:1). Hawkins and others, as cited by Hewana (1996: 2) state

that, on the individual level, drug abuse disrupts the lives of the abusers as well as of



those in their social networks, including their families. On the social level, the
disruption of families, as well as high level of crime associated with drug abuse,

undermine the social standards.

Research shows that both young and old peop]e can abuse drugs (Dibetle, 2008: 7;
Parry, 1998: 6; Searll, 1989: 55). For example, Searll (1989: 55) found that in South
Africa

the problem of drug addiction is not confined to any one social class or race or
group. A drug addict can be rich or poor male or female, educated or
uneducated or black or white. The only thing that all addicts have in common is

that drugs control their minds

Searll (1989:135) also found that “Learners abuse drugs as young as 7 years old”. A
report from South African National Council on Alcohol and Drugs (SANCA) (2006: 2)

states that,

We at SANCA have noticed a significant increase in the number of
learners referred to our outpatient clinic for drug testing. Children as
young as 8 years old are addicted to drugs. A frightening reality is that

learners are able to buy drugs readily and cheaply within schools

The above statement reveals a sad picture of drug abuse by young learners as young

as 7 and 8 years who are in the foundation phase of primary school.

In their study of drug abuse by learners in Mdantsane Township schools, Mati and
Feni (2004: 2) report that police made surprise raidé searching for drugs or illicit
material at two Mdantsane Township High schools under the bahner of “Operation'

Gqogga”. About 40 officers surrounded the two high schools while the inspector of the~_
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dog unit and his canine partner searched classrooms. Police also lined up learners
inside their classes and body-searched them. Whil}e going through school bags the
dog found a hiddeh parcel of dég_ga in a Grade 11 class at one of the high schools

(Mati & Feni, 2004: 2).

The principal of one of the High schools confirmed that drug-trafficking and drug abuse
is the major problems fécing his school. He also indicated that some learners
between_ 12 avnd 14 years had recently publicly confessed at a parents’ meeting to
abusin.g drugs (Mati & Feni, 2004: 2). ‘A'ccording to this principal, many of these
learners were from broken homes or had lost their parents due to HIV/AIDS. The
implicafion was that most of these learners come from child-headed families. There
were many drug-related incidents in this Mdantsane Township high school, including
learners being unruly and the school expériencing a total breakdown of discipline
among learners. The principal estimafed that at least 2 learners in each class were
using drugs (Mati & Feni, 2004: 2). Two educators from one of the high schools
expressed their concern: “Children are carrying pills and dagga and they smoke these
drugs in the toilet” (Mati & Feni, 2004: 2). >This was a cleaf_indication of the extent of

drug abuse in the two high schools in the Mdantsane Township.

In a similar vein, George (2007: 3) reports that eight Grade 11 girls from an East
London high school were arrested after baking a batch of dagga cookies and briﬁging
them to school with brandy in a fruit juice bottle. At another Buffalo City school, police
arrested four boys in possession of a dagga “zol” (a handmade cigarette) (George,
2007: 3). The East London police spokesperson, Superintendent Mtati Tana, has
opened inquiry dockets into both cases. Tana said that because all the learners
involved were still minors, they wéré all put under their parents’ supervision while

police investigated the source of dagga'(George, 2007: 3).



The Education Department spokesperson, Loyiso Pulumani, admitted that drug abuse
was reaching crisis levels in Eastern Cape schools (George, 2007: 4). For example,
learners from Hector Peterson High School in Zwelitsha were reportedly buying
cookies from drug dealers duvring a school bréak (George, 2007: 4). During a crime
blitz focusing on Mdantsane Township schools in 2006, police arrested an 18-year-old
Grade 11 Iearner.at a Mdantsane Towhship High School in Unit 1 for being in

possession of dagga (George, 2007: 4).

The_ above reports clearly indicate that learners abuse alcohol and'drugs, and that
educators and parent’s are aware of what is happening in Mdantsane Township

schools but do not know what to do about it.

A report by (Mabindla, 2007: 41) states that there is a high rate of drug abuse among
the learners at Unit 15 in Mdantsane Towhship. In their study, the learners disclosed
that the people abusing drugs were both school-going and unemployed youth. They
stated that they could not say whether drug abuse is influenced by somebody’s
background (such as home- discipline) because these people came from diverse
family backgrounds. The reasons put forward by these youth as to why drug abuse

was high in the area were:

% Drugs are sold by old people, who give drugs to the scholars to sell at school.
They claimed that the popular type of drug in their area is called ‘ishishi’ (a

combination of boxer and dagga).

s The people selling drugs, apparently also have connections with the police. If a
scholar has been arrested, he or she is released from jail with ease because of

connections within the police force.



+» The youth of Unit 15 in the Mdantsane Township also spend a lot of their time
in shebeens, specifically on week-ends. They suggested that shebeens

promote alcohol‘is'm and drug abuse.

% Most of the youth interviewed from Unit 15 in Mdantsane Township were not
highly educated or not educated at all, because they dropped out before Grade
12 (Mabindla, 2007: 42). They complained that a lack of guidance at
Mdantsane Township schools was a major problem for them because they

experienced difficulty in choosing careers'.

Av study by Teenagers Against Drug Abuse (TADA) (2007) from the Social |
Development in Mdantsane Township, reported that learners were stilvl reluctant to
open up about their drug dependency. The same study reported that learners also
indicated that their educators are drug abusers and that some educators are selling
drugs at schools. According to TADA (2007), the most painful part is that, when
learners disclose to educators that they are drug abusers and addicted, they get no
support from them. This implies that learners are discouraged from disclosing such
problems in schools as some educators seem to have no guidance for them. In their
report, TADA (2007) found é number of schools with drug related problems but the
number of learners who were willing to disclose their drug abuse to the school
authorities were few; as a result, very few learners were referred to social workers.
TADA (2007) confirmed that more male than female learners abuse drugs becausé

they have more access to cash and are more easily able to-influence other learners.

School principals welcomed the new education act which empowered them to conduct
random search and seizure operations and test learners for drugs (Prince, 2008). For
example, one of the East London educators claimed that currently the law supports

educators since it empowered them to act on their suspicions and search learners
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without prior parental notification (Prince, 2008: 4). These East London educators
were of the opinion that their sbhools were situated where one of East London’s most |
notorious drug lords operated (Prince, 2008: 4). According to Prince (2008), some
East London principals admitted that_ there were drug related issues at their schools.

“No school in East London could claim to be drug free (Prince, 2008: 4y,
In a similar vein, Dibetle (2008: 7) found that in the Western Cape Province,

Learners were sneaking out of hostels to get drunk and later returning to school
and vérbally and physically assaulting educators. Other learners were
traumatized. Tension was high in the area which created feelings of insecurity,

fear and anxiety among learners and educators

The researcher is of the opinibn that some educators may leave the teaching
profession in fear of drug abusers in their schools. This kind of situation could also
cause some learners to run away from school at an early age resulting in an increased
school dropout rate. More parents may request schools to release their children and
may change schools frequently in order to escape and avoid the schools with drug

related problems.

There are many causes of drug abuse by learners. Searll (1989: 55) found the |
following causes: “A learner may start experimenting.with drugs for a number of
reasons: to satisfy his curiosity; to rebel against authority; to improve her self
confidence; to please his peer group; and following parents’ poor examples”.
According; to Klee as cited in Searll (1989: 56) adolescents took drugs because of
defiant personality formafions caused by anger, frustration and rebellion. Similarly,
Vernon as cited in Searll (1989: 56) found that “learners use drugs to have fun;'to feel

better or stronger; to have more confidence on dates”. These studies show that

learners use drugs for various reasons. Perhaps the main reason why some learners
7



experiment with drugs, and end up addicted to them is idle curiosity. For example,

Searll (1989: 128) found that

Some learners believe that drugs make them feel confident and
important. Learners who have low self-esteem and who feel a profound
sense of inadequacy are vulnerable to drugs; the drugs offer them .a

temporary escape from their problems

Drugs do not cause users’ problems go away; instead they tend to create more’
problems. Regarding peer pressure Searll (1989: 127) noted that, “Give.n a choice

between being rejected by a group and taking drugs, many learners will unheéitatingly '
chooée the latter”. This implies that learners imitate friends, siblings and older people
whom they see smoking or drinking alcohol when under stress or out having fun.
Searll (1989: 128) supported this statement by noting that “Everyday learners see
older people‘and sometimes their own parents smoking, drinking and taking pills
indiscriminately.” In a similar vein, Bartimole (1987: 9) stated that, “In our ‘pill for every
il" society, learners are conditioned to believe pain can be overcome by the ingestion
of a tablet, a dfink, or a drug”. The researcher is certain that learners learn through

copying their role models, such as their parents.

-In a study of drug abuse among 328 learners aged 16 and 17 in one school in Port
Elizabeth, it was found that the life time prevalence of binge drinking (excessive

drinking of alcohol) 5 or more drinks on any occasion was high (SANCA, 1997: 2).



Table 1 below shows the prevalence and percentage of use of dagga and mandrax in

schools in Northern areas of Port Elizabeth in 1997.

Drug Age (years) Gender Life | time | % reporting
| Prevalen;e % | current use
Dagga |17 Male 52 29
Dagga 17 Female 14 ‘ 13
Dagga 16 | Male 34 | 3
Dagga 16 Female 13 4
Mandrax 17 Male 10 8
.| Mandrax 17 Female 0 | 0
Mandrax 16 ' | Male 5 4
Mandrax 16 Female 2 2

(Adapted from Parry’s (1998) study)

It appears from Table 1 above that dagga was the most commonly abvused drug by
learners in schools. The table also reflected that both dagga and mandrax were used
more by male than female learners. Whilst this table refers to Port Elizabeth only, it
would also be applicable to any township school including Mdantsane Townsh'ip
schools. Against this background, the researcher decided to investigate the nature,

extent and causes of drug abuse in these schools.



1.3 Statement of the problem

Drug abuse by learners is now widespread and a serious problem in South African
schools. In some towhship schools it has now become difficult to instill discipline
~ because of drug abuse among learners. Learners that are involved in drug abuse in
these schools are viqlent and lack respect for their peers, educators-and parents. This
causes learning to be difficult since many learners lack concentration and interest in
their school work; this may lead them to cause chaos or drop out of school. Whi]e
resea.rchers have dpne studies on the perceptions of learners towards drugs (Pama,}
12008: i), asAweII as the effects of drugs on learners’ lives (Dennis, 2001: 1), the |
researcher of this study has, as of yet, not come across a research study that looks
speciﬁéally at the nature, extent and causeé of drug abuse among learners,
particularly in Mdantsane Township. In order to address the problem of drug abuse in

these schools, there is a need to investigate this problem.
1.4 Research Questions
In this study the following main research question will be addressed:

Main Research Question: What is the nature, extent and causes of drug abuse in

Mdantsane Township schools?

Sub-research questions

1.4.1 What is the nature and type of drugs do you consider readily available to

learners in your school?
1.4.2 What is the extent of drug abuse amongst the various age groups?

1.4.3 s it more school girls or school boys who use drugs in schools?

10




1.4.4 What do learners, students, educators, parents and the Department of
Education perceive as socio-economic factors that are the main causes of drug

abUse among learners in schools?
1.5 Purpose of the study

The purpose of the study is to investigate thé nature, extent and causes of drug abuse
in schools. This information is vital because schools should be safe environments for
both learners and educators. This study will assist édUcators by enabling them to
predict the behaviour of learners in schools in relation to the reason why they behave
in a particular manner. As a result, educators will be in a position to intervene early
and provide counseling to th_osé learners who are willing to talk openly about their
problems. This will also afford them an opportunity to refer them to the relevant

professionals'for assistance and advice.
. 1.6 Objectives of the study

This study seeks to determine:

1.6.1 The nature and type .of drugs that are considered readily available to
learners in schools

1.6.2 The extent of drug abuse }amongst the various age groups

1.6.3 Whether it is more school girls or school boys who use drugs in schools

1.6.4 What learners, students, educators, parents and the Department of
Education perceive as socio-economic factors that are the main causes of drug

abuse among learners in schools

11



1.7 Assumptions of the study
This study assumes that:
1.7.1 Learners are involved in drug abuse in schools;

1.7.2 Drug abuse has dangerous effects on learners’ education, health and social life;

and
1.7.3 There are socio-economic factors that contribute to drug abusé in schools.
1.8 Significance of the study

This study will idéntify ahd make all the stakeholders aware of, the nature,b extent and
cauées of drug abuse in schools. It will also enable stakeholders to workvtogether
since the problem of drug abuse among learners requires a collaborative effort. This
will assist the Department of Education in working together with the Department of
Social Development, police, correctional services aﬁd the Department of Health in
training learners, parents and educators on how to identify and assist drug abusers
both at home and at school. Learners could also b_e provided with skills on how to

avoid drug abuse and be empowered to say ‘no’ to drugs.

TADA (2007) admitted that educators discouraged learners from disclosing their drug
use and abuse as they mbstly knew. nothing about drug abuse. TADA further stated
thét some educators are themselves .drug users and abusers and may even sell drugs
to learners. The reéearcher is of the opinion that some learners dropped out of school
as a result of teachers not taking notice of their prob_lems. Prince (2008: 1) provides
evidence that school principals were happy that body searches and drug testing of
suspected learners without parent’s prior permission could now take place. What is

worrying though is the fact that, after having identified the drug abusers, principals

12



seem not to know how to further assist these learners. Announcing the exact date
~ when poli‘ce will be visiting schools also poses a problem because drug abusers get to
know in advance of the pblice visits and some of these learners do not come to school
on that day. The researcher believes that this often happens when the police searches
are announced and not done as a surprise. Furthermore the reseavrch'er argues that
body searches often only target learners while it has been discovered (see chapter 2
of this study) that in most schools teaching (that is teachers) and non-teaching (that is
clerks, security guards, gardeners, etc.) staff arrive drunk at séhool. This is significant
because all these people work with ‘learners. De Wet (2006: 20 & 2007:673) illustrates

how Lesotho educators and learners use and sell drugs to eadh other.

The researcher considers this study to be worthwhile because she believes that, with
cooperation among all the stakeholders, drug abﬁse can be eliminated. This idea is
supported by Drug Master Plan (2006—2011:}5) which states that to be able to have a
drug-free country anti-drug-forums must be established at provincial and local levels;
this encourages the stakeholders to work as a team (National Drug Master Plan, 2006-

2011: 5).
1.9 Rationale of the study

Drug abuse by learners in South African schools is now considered to be a huge
problem among learners (Pama, 2008: 1). Parents, educators and learners are equally
concerned about the use of drugs by learners because it causes disciplinary
breakdown in schools. Learners under the influence of drugs lack concentrati_on

threaten other learners and defy authority in schools.

13



1.10 Delimitation of the study

Ohly learners and educators in Mdantsane Township school's were used in this study.
Thié study was conducted in one Junior Primary, one Senior Primary and two High
Schools in Mdantsane Township. Schools that had a history of drug abuse by learners
were targeted. The researcher was not able to-assist the learners with drug related
problems during the research process although participants’ questions were attended
to. The researcher dealt with learners as well as with people th worked with learners

with drug related problems. While the researcher did not, to the beét of her knowledge, -
work with learners who were drug users or abusers this did not pose any problem to

the researcher. -
1.11 Definition of terms

1.11.1 lllicit/illegal drug shall refer to a range of drugs of which the production, sale,
possession and use are prohibited. These drugs include, but are not limited to,

amphetamine, cocaine, dagga, ecstasy, heroin, LSD and mandrax, (Searll, 1989:48).

1.11.2 Drug abuse shall refer to the use of illicit drugs or the abuse of prescription or
over-the-counter drugs, for purposes other than those for which they are indicated; or
in @ manner or in quantities other than those vdirected. Drug abuse shall also refer to
illegal use of drugs that are prohibited by South African law. These‘drugs include
tobacco and herbal cigarettes, alcohol, pharmaceutical drugs (prescribed and over the
counter), illicit drugs, image and performance enhancing substances and inhalants

and other volatile substances (Searll, 1989: 47).

1.11.3 Learner shall refer to “any person receiving education or obliged to receiving
education in terms of the South African Schools Act 84 of 1996” Brunton and

Associates (2003: B-4)
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1.11.4 Nature of drug abuse shall refer to the patterns and trends of drug abuse;
types of drugs used collection of data on risk and protective factors throughout the

community and identify preventive efforts already done

1.11.5 Extent of drug abuse shall refer to prevalence of drug abuse by learners in

schools.

1.11.6 Causes of drug abuse shall refer to socio-economic factors that contribute to

drug abuse by learners in schools.
1.12 Chapter Outline

Chapter one covers Introduction; background of the study; the statement of the
problem; research questions and sub-research questions; purpose of the study;
research objectives; assumptioné of the study; the significance of the study; the.

rationale of the study; delimitation of the study and definition of terms.

Chapter two covers the literature about learner-drug-abuse locally and internationally.

This chapter also covers the theoretical framework of the study.

Chapter three covers the methodology of the study. This section will also cover the
research approach; research design; population, sample and sampling;

instrumentation; validity and reliability; data collection and analysis methods.
Chapter four covers the presentation and analysis of results.

Chapter five consists of the discussion of findings.

Chapter six covers the summary, conclusion and recommendations.




SUMMARY

This chapter outlined the background of drug abuse in Mdantsane Township, its
location and what challenges the learners faced at a very young age. Drug use and
abuse by learners in South Africa and in the township were highlighted as distorting

learners’ education progress.

It was also mentioned that some learners learn to use and abuse drugs from some
- parents and educators which they imitate as their role models. Learners were
discovered to like pleasing and buying friendship because they wanted to belong to a

certain gfoup'and decide to use drugs if the group does. |

The following chapter sets out to outline the literature relevant to the study.
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CHAPTER TWO

\

REVIEW OF THE RELATED LITERATURE
2.1 Introduction

Chapter two covers the theoretical framework of the study and the review of the
related literature about learner-drug-abuse in South Africa and Southern African
Development Communities (SADC). This chapter provides the reader with the nature,

extent and causes of learner drug abuse as both a national and global problem.
2.2 Theoretical Framework of the study

The following theories are relevant to this study of learner drug abuse and also
explain the causes of this abuse: Albert Bandura’s Social Cognitive Learning Thedry,
Parents as Role Models Theory, Genetic Disease Theory and Learning and Peer

Influence Theory. ;
2.2.1 Albert Bandura’s Social Cognitive Learning Theory

According to Bandura’s theory of social -cognitive learning, people learn from one
another through observation, imitation and modeling (Bandura, 1997: 28). This implies
that if parents and educators do not set good standards, and are inconsistent in

setting good examples, learners will learn from them as role models.

Bandura’s theory of social learning states that:

% learners whose parents are alcoholics are also prone to be alcoholics because
they imitate their parents as role models, moreover, parents who continue using
alcohol and drugs during pregnancy put their children at high risk of alcohol and

drug dependency.
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Educators who use and abuse alcohol and drugs are imitated by the learners
they teach, Finsterlin (1999: 26) is of the opinion that some South Afric_an

educators serve as poor role models to their learners due to alcohol abuse

during and after school hburs. In a similar vein Lefoka, as cited by De Wet

(2006: 20) discovered that in Lesotho schools reported cases where educators
became alcoholics due to the abuses of alcohol and also that drug abuse
among learners and educators was common and therefore a worrying aspect.
Some learners use and abuse drugs for pleasure. |

At times when a sick person needs treatment, they resort to drugs because of
lack of knowledge.

Some learners lack the ability to resist témptatidn and peer pressure so they

imitate friends who use and abuse drugs.

In addition to the above, the research shows that learners learn their behaviour
from the society in which they grew up by means of'imitation and reinforcement

(Finsterlin as cited in De Wet, 2003: 93).
Hewana (1996: 27) claims that

the behaviour imitated can be negative or positive and, as such, primary groups
such as the family, peer groups, school and other social groups are of vital

importance in shaping the behavior of learners whether they are young or older

2.2.2 Parents as Role Models Theory

Hewana (1996: 29) and Pama (2008: 33) show clearly that alcohol and drug abuse by

parents can affect children. For instance, Hewana (1996: 29) argues that a parent who

is a heavy drinker increases a child’s chances of following the example; similar results

‘would occur with children of smokers because parents are children’s role models.
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Children will imitate their parents because they want to be like them as they think that

parents are always right and_do the right thing (Hewana, 1996: 29).

According to Wessels (2002: 25), the family system theory finds connectedness
between people, events, beliefs and behaviour. Individuals within the families change
their behaviodr (good or bad) as they are affected by the influences outside the family -
circle. Pama (2008:33) is also of the opinion that the historical behaviour of the family
shapes a Iearner’s experiences. In addition to the above Betancourt _and Herrera
(2006: 16) discovéréd that some of the learners who were using and abusing alcohol
.and drugs in Mthatha in the Eastern Cape Province had drug related problems in their

families.
2.2.3 Genetic Disease Theory

An example of a genetic disorder is hereditary hemochromatis (HH). This is the most
common form of iron overload disease and is inherited from parental genes; it causes
the body to absorb and store too much iron (Kowdley, 2000: 1). Parents’ use of
alcohol and drugs can affect the child before and after birth as the child may be born
an addict. According to Hewana (1996: 20) drug abuse is genetic and can be passed
from one generation to the next. Mckenry, as cited in Pama (2008: 33), states that
both genetics and family socialization have been claimed as the cause of drug use
and abuse because of the long established intergenerational pattern. In addition to the
above Van der Westhuizen, as cited in Hewana (1996: 20),‘ points out that learners
from alcoholic families are more. likely to be alcoholics than learners from non-
alcoholic families. Out of 10 families that were investigated, seven families proved that
drug abuse can be passed from one generation to thé next (Hewana, 1996 :) Finsterlin
as cited in .De Wet (2003: 93) mentions drug and or alcohol dependency as one of the

major problems most families suffer from and this affects children’s lives as they are.
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born and live with such parents. To add to the above statement maternal addiction
affects children as they are exposed to a high level of risk, Mansell and Liu as cited in

Mhlongo (2005 28).

This simple shows that children may be drug dependent long before they were born by

these drug dependent parents and may use and abuse drugs in future.
224 Learn.ing and Peer Influence Theory

Learning and peer influence theory offers yet another explanation for the abuse of
drugs among learners. Adams (1980: 22) states that peer influence may happen
directly; this means that one learner supplies the drug, demonstrates its use and

provides social reinforcement.

Most learners engage with different types of drugs because they are free as they are
not involved in co-curricular activities Fourie as cited in Hewana, (1996: 30)
mentioned that 60% of learners use and abuse drugs becéuse they do not have
anything to do that is they are not occupied. Fourie as cited in Hewana (1996: 30)
further states that most of the learners who use and abuse drugs are those learners
who do not engage themselves in sport and other extra-curricuiar activities. It is clear
that these Iearnefs are easily lured to drug use and abuse because they are always
fre_e and easily become victims of other peers who are already hooked in drug use and

abuse.
Summary

The four theories thaf have been used in this study; Albert Bandura’s Social Coghitive
Learning Theory, The Parents as Role Models Theory, Genetic Disease Theory and

The Learning and Peer Influence Theory, all make refence to the extent to which
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young people tend to be influenced by the actions of adults especially their parents,

educators or peers.
2.3 South African context
2.3.1 Nature and extent of drug use and abuse

The use and abuse of drugs is a key challenge and major concern facing schools,
families and societies glqbally (Laufer, 1998: 3; Rizk, 2008: 1). Research shows that
drug abuse by learners is now a serious problem in South African schools (Betancourt
and Herrera, 20}06: 16; Pama, 2008:112). Pama (2008: 112) is one of the few
_researchers who studied learner perceptions towards drug abuse in one High School
| in the Eastern Cabe Province. In his study Pama (2008: 112) found that the drugs that |
are commonly used by learners in their schools included tobacco, alcohol, painkillérs,
dagga, cocaine and méndrax. Pama (2008: 113) concluded that these drugs

negatively affected both learners’ achievement at school and their lives as a whole.

In a similar vein, Betanéourt and Herrera (2006: 16) carried out a study to determine
the relationship between alcohol and drug problem and sexual and physical abuse in
three -urban high schools in Mthatha, in the Eastern Cape Province. In their study,
Betancourt and Herrera (2006: 16) used the Alcohol Use Disorder Identification Test
(AUDIT) for data collection. In this study, the AUDIT was embedded in a broader
questionnaire that was appiied at each of the high schools at vthe same time. The
study found that (14.7%) learners reportéd that they could not stop drinking (11%)
failed because of their drinking habits and (11%) needed a drink in the morning
(Betancourt andr Herrera, 2006: 16). The study also found that (24.9%) of the
participants had drug related problems in their families, (15.8%) smoked dagga
(cannabis) and (4%) admitted using cocaine. The same study found that (10%) of the

learners were viétims of physical abuse and (6%) of sexual abuse. The study also
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found that alcohol was the most commonly abused drug, followed by cannabis,
mandrax and cocaine (Betancourt and Herrera, 2006: 16). The above studies clearly
show that learners abuse drugs in schools and that some learners become addicted to
these drugs. Such learners, when they are under the influence of different drugs,

“either rape other learners or become victims of rape themselves.

In another study on drug abuse by learners, Masemola and Otto (2009: 2) found that 7
learners from Hoerskool Overkruin were arrested after allegedly testing positive for
dagga and heroin and for being in possession of drﬁgs. These Iearnérs appeared in
Hatfield Community Court and were admitted to a diversion programme that they
needed to completé by .June 26 2009 (Masemola & Otto, 2009: 2). In a Cape Town
school a learner was arrested for possession of 5 grams of dagga found in his pencil
case (Masemola and Otto, 2009: 2). In _their study, Masemola and Otio (2009: 2)
concluded that learners use and abuse drugs in their schools, and that some

educators and parents were aware of the problem.

Jardine, as cited by Stein (2001: 50), accepted that drug use and abuse had increased
in South African junior schools and claimed that:
the younger these learners start using drugs, the more likely they are to
bevcome addicted and the less likely they are to be able to give up. The whole
developmental process which a learner goes through is disturbed if they take

drugs on a regular basis (Jardine as cited by Stein, 2001:50).

Peter Powis, a psychological services director from Stepping Stones, a drug
rehabilitation centre in Cape Town, reported that they have rehabilitated learners as
young as 14 who were already addicted to drugs (Powis, 2008: 1). Similarly, Van der
Merwe (2004: 18) foUnd that learners use énd abuse alcohol, dagga and other drugs

in the Limpopo Province. The above findings clearly demonstrate that Iéarners use
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and abuse drugs in schools and that the problem of drug abuse by learners is now on

the increase invmost South African schools.

A social Worker from the Department of Social Development confirmed in an organized
meeting that there are learners who use and abuse drugs in Mdantsane schools. She
also reported that some of the learners absent themselves and then drop out of school
because they sniff glue, benzine and petrol at the Mdantsane Township taxi rank. Her
recommendation was that an anti-drug-forum for Mdantsane Township Unit 1-7 should
be established as stated by the National Drug Master Plan. Thé Nationalv Drug Master
Plan (2006 — 2011: 5) clearly states that in order to be able to fight the use and abuse
of drugs in schools anti-drug forums must be established at provincial and local levels

and all the stakeholders must be united.

A study carried out by Mabindla (2007: 142) found thét, learners in the south west of
Mdantsane Township were involved in drugs and alcohol abuse. The same study
reported that learners indicated that people who use and abuse alcohol and drugs
were both school-going learners and unemployed youth (Mabindla, 2007: 142). They'
also stated that children who use and abuse drugs and alcohol were from a variety of
family backgrounds (Mabindla, 2007: 142). Mgwatyu and Sokopo’s (2009: 3) research
about learner use and abuse of drugs stated that é primary school girl in Mdantsane,
in the Eastern Cape, took an overdose of drugs and died. According to the research
the girl was involved with an educator who was supplying drugs of her school. It also
came out that many learners were involved. with the same educator and were also

taking drugs.

Similarly, Fuzile (2009: 1) also reported that a case of rape had been opened with the
police against the same educator. It has been stated that the educator lured learners

to his house, drugg}ed them and then raped them. This investigation is still in process
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and the educator is free on R500 bail. A recent report by Fuzile (2009: 1) claimed that
a Ginsberg resident’s house in the Eastern Cape was searched by police for drugs.
Mandrax, cocaine and dagga were found in the house. It was reported that Ginsberg
in the Eastern Cape Province had become a ‘drug haven’ where learners were used
as drug traffickers. A similar'study by Hennop (2009: 1) reporfs that KwaZulu-Natal
learners were frequently having sex with educators in exchange for money and

alcohol.

Gounden (2009: ﬁ) brovides evidence that 10 year old Iearhers were found gambling
in ofder to get drugs at a school in Durban South. Gounden (2009: 1) found that these
learners played games with drugs whereby each player put a drug on the table and
the winner of the game took all the drugs for himself or herself. An East London
'school boy managed to go free after testing pésitive for drug use at the under 18
Craven Week in Stellenbosch (Pillay, 2007: 1). The General Manager for Border
Rugby Union (BRU) Leon Botha, as cited by Pillay (2007: 1), stated that the testing
procedures were not followed and, because no requirement had been met, the test
was regarded as ‘null and void'. If the school boy was found guilty he would have been
banned for life by the (BRU). Botha, cited by Pillay (2007: 1), suggested that all
parents must give a letter of consent before any player can be selected to represent
his province. The boy went free because there was no letter of consent from the
parents and the test was conducted‘without the presence of an official from the union.
According to Botha, as cited by (Pillay, 2007: 1), the boy was to get assistance for
drug problems and no loopholes would be allowed in the future. The above studies
reveal that our learners have a problem. Drug use and abuse is a big problem in our

schools, homes and society at large.

A research study that was conducted by Ladikos, Maseko, Nesser, Ovens, Prinsloo,

and Van der Merwe (2003: 16) schools targeted grades 7, 10 and 11 learners in 35
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Pretoria schools. The sample of the study involved 1980 learners, of which 43.5%
were male and 56.7% were female. In this study, 5.3% were grade 7 learners, 42.5%
were grade 10 and 52.2% were in grade 11. Ladikos et al. (2003: 13).found that
25.3% were likely to experiment with‘ illegal dmgs while 17.7% were not likely to
experiment with illegal drugs and 26.4% of 17 year olds were likely toAu’se illegal
drugs. In this study, 30.6% of male Iea‘r'ners indicated that they were Iikely to
experiment with illegal drugs as compared to female learners with only 21.4%
indicated likewise. The study found that 25.8% of the over 17 year olds and 23.2% of
the under 16 year olds had already inhaled glue, petrol, or thinners. The study also
foUnd that 16.7% of learners had sniffed or snorted cocaine. The researchers
concluded fhat a significant percentage of learners are involved in illegal drug abuse

and this included both male and female learners.

Vissér (2003: 60) conducted a study using 460 grade 6 and 7 learners from fouf
primary schools in historically disadvantage urban areas near Pretoria. A cross-section
study method was used and data were collected through self-report questionnaires.
The questionnaires were completed in a classroom in the presence of the researcher
and interpreter. The results showed aicohol to be a known drug to many of the
learners and also found that 27% of them had aiready consumed alcohol. The
Ie‘arners indicated that 14% of them had drunk alcohol 30 days prior to the study énd
87% believed that alcohol consumption was not an appropriate behaviour for learners
of their age. Only 8% had drinking friends and 14% indicated that some of their friends
use alcohol. Of the 63 learners who indicated that they consumed alcohol 30 days
prior to the study, 59% were males and 37% were females. Visser (2003: 60) also
found that 7% of the learners had previous experience with cannabis (dagga), 4% had
smoked it 30 days before the study, and 91% of the learners regarded the smoking of
cannabis as inappropriate behaviour for their age. The aboVe study showed that some

learners were exposed to drug abuse at home.
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Dlamini, Jinabhayi, Kleinschmidt, Naidoo, Tailor (2003: 1) conducted a study on drug
abuse in KwaZulu-Natal among high school learners. They used a cross-sectional
study and data was collected by means of a questionnaire. In this study, 1318 grade
10 learners from 28 high schools participated. Their age ranged fr¢m 13 to 29 years.
The maijority of the learners (63.9%) were under 18 and 18.9% were 19 years or older.
Dlamini et al. (2003: 1) founvd that 30.1% of male learners and 6.1% of female learners
had tried to smoke, 13.0% drank alcohol weekly, 4.9% two to three times weekly and
2.9% more than four fimes weekly. At four schools, more than half of the learners
reported using alcohol. The mean-age at which learners started drinking alcohol was
14.5 years. These findings correspond with Visser’'s (2003: 6'1) findings that concluded
that the méjority of learners consuming alcohol at four pfimary schools in rPretoria are

13 and 14 years of age.

South Africa was ranked last in the area of school éafety in a recent study conducted
by the US-based Institute for Education Sciences in 30 countries worldwide, as school
violence, caused by drug abuse, was high in South Afric}an schools (Blaser, 2008: 1).
This view is supported by the following research De Wet (200‘3.: 89); Fagan and
Wilkinson (1998: 74); Hamburg (1998: 46); SANCA (2006: 5); Tshwete (2001: 3).
SANCA (2006: 5) also reports that learners who are drug abusers cause violence

among other learners. To add to the above statement (Tshwete, 2001: 3) stated how
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drugs serve as a catalyst for a number of organized violent crimes that are often
committed by drug addicts for the saké of satisfying their expensive dependency.
Fagan and Wilkinson (1998: 74) as well as Hamburg (1998: 46) concur that there is a
relationship between violent crimes and the abuse of alcohol and drugs. De Wet's
,(2003: 89) findings on ihvestigation on Eastern Cape educatoré’ perceptions of the
causes and the scope of school violence were that the abuse of drugs and alcohol
was seen as one of the most important causes of learner violence in Eastern Cape
~ schools. The study claimed that black township and village schools are the most
violence-ridden areas because of drug and alcohol abuse. While the laws that prohibit
the pbssessioﬁ, trade use, growing and manufacture of certain drugs, as well as the
sale of alcohol to underage Iearneré, are not adhered to and are also not always
applicable worldwide, Glick, 1995 and Mqgadi, 1996 .as cited by De Wet (2003: 91). De
Wet (2003: 91) also discovered that legal limitations have negligible influence on the
abuse of alcohol and drugs because 68.73% of participants agreed fully or agreed that
the abuse of drugs and alcohol is a cause of learner violence. Th'is is one of the

reasons why South African schools are perceived to be unsafe.

The following SANCA (2009:1) statistics concerning learners that have been referred
for assistance indicate that many learners have drug related problems. The age of the

said learners is indicated as less than 20 years.
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Table 2: Learner drug abuse by gender

Gender Freqﬁency Valid Percentage
Female 5 111
Male 40 88.9

- | Total 45 100.0

Table 2 above supports the statement by SANCA (2009: 1) which indicates that more

‘male learners than female learners abuse drugs.

Table 3: Learner drug abuse by population groups

Population Group Frequency Valid Percentage
African 23 51.1

Asian 3 6.7

Coloured 11 24.4

White 8 17.8

Total 45 100.0

Table 3 indicates that more African learners have drug related problems followed by

coloureds, whites then asians.
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Table 4: Types of drugs used by learners

Types of drugs Frequency \(alid Percent
Alcohol 10 22.2
Crack/Cocaine 1 22

Dagga 24 53.3
Dagga/Mandrax , 2 144
Heroin/Opiates 1 2.2
Methamphetamine/Tik 1 | 2.2

Other 6 13.3

Total 45 10.0

Table 4 above shows that dagga is the most commonly abused among learners

followed by alcohol. While the table indicates that é significant number of learners use

other drugs like glue, benzine, petrol, aerosol sprays only a few seem to mix mandrax

and dagga.
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Table 5: Routes of administration for primary drug of abuse

Routes | Frequency | Valid Percentage
Inject 1 ' 2.2 .

Smoke 33 73.3

Swallow = 11 24.4

Total | 45 | 100.0

The above table indicates that the most common method for taking drugs among

learners is by smoking followed by swallowing and then injecting.

The findings of a study by Naicker & Stein (2007: 1), which aimed to investigate
learner, educator and community views on school safety at Strelitzia secondary
school, indicated that most learners felt safe at school although their peers brought
drugs, alcohol and weapons to school, and their school also faced vandalism and theft
of school property. Learners also revealed that the use of drugs and alcohol in their
school forced the educators to use corporal punishment against unruly learners. In this
study 52.60% agreed, 25.35% disagreed and 21.56% were uncertain that some
Strelitzia learners bring drugs, weapons and alcohol to school. This suggested that if
we have drug users .and abusers we will always experience crime and violence in our
schools and, as a result, the culture of teaching and learning will be adversely
affected; this destroys or distorts the culture of learning at schools as everyone is

scared.

In addition to the above statement, the World Health Organization has shown that the

early onset of drinking alcohol increases the risk of latter experimentation with and
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addiction to, hard drugs. Similarly The 1% South African National Youth Risk Behaviour
Survey (2002: 40), found that drug abuse is one of the risky behaviours that South
African learners are exposed to during their early developmental stages and this

behaviour persists adulthood.

The use and abuse of alcohol and drugs by Iearnérs is now on the increaée in
schools. For example, Miler et al., as cited by Akers (1985: 150), conducted a national
survey on drinking and alcohol behaviour of learners and found that 65% of learners
from 12-17 years were already drfnking alcohol and 1% of‘high school learners were
heavy drinkers. This study demonstrated that a significant percentage of learners start

abusing alcohol at an early agé.

In their comprehensive study, Neser and Ovens (2001: 1) sought to establish
knowledge on tdbacco smoking habits, underage drinking and the use of illegal drugs
in South}African schools. They found that the problem of drugs was seen és very
serious by thé learners interviewed from different population groups. Coloureds
(29.6%), Indians (26.3%), Blacks (19.5%) and whites (18.6%) participated in this
study. In this study, 23% of the participants who admitted use and abuse of dagga
were under the age of 12 and 34% were 15-16 year olds. The study found that
79.85% Coloureds, 45.1% Indians, 28.3% Whites and 25.6% Blacks used and abused
dagga in their schools. Amohgst the coloured learners, 39, 4% were 11 year olds,
28.2% were 12 year olds, and 14.8%_wére 13 year olds. Among the South Africans of
Indian origin 24.2% of participants were 11 years old; 15, 8% were 12 years old and
11.6% were 13 years old. Among the Blacks, 9.4 % were 11 year olds, 6.6% were 12
year olds and 4.7% were ’13 year olds. The study also found that 6.6% of white
participants were 11 year olds, 5.6% were 12 year olds and 8.5% were 13 year olds. It
was also stated that 70.2% of the participants who admitted using inhalants like glue,

petrol and thinners were coloureds; 25.9% were Indians; 22% were Whites and 16.8%
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were Blacks. The study found that smoking cocaine or mandrax was attempted by
38% Coloureds, 31.6% Indians, 21.2% Blacks and 15.6% Whites. Although the study
| - did not clearly indicate the number of female or male users of illegal drugs, it was clear

that more coloured learners used illegal drugs than any other population group.

(FSANYRBS)_ (2002: 41) Was the first comprehensive study to be conducted in South
‘Africa since the implementation of the compulsory education system. The study
mentioned drug abuse as the most prevalent youth risk behaviour in South Africa.
Drugs abused by learners included hard drugs, as well as tobacco and élcohol
(FSANYRBS, 2002: 41). The same study found that nationally one in five learners are
classified as current smokers and that most learners start smoking at the‘age of 13
(FSANYRBS, 2002: 41). It was also discovered that 29.0% males and 14.9% females
were smokers, and that nationally almost 1 in 8 learners had tasted their first drink of
alcohol before the age of 13 years (FSANYRBS, 2002: 44). The study also noted that
most learners in the Western Cape used alcohol, tobacco and cannabis, and that 34%
of learners who binge drink are found in the Western Cape. (Hornby: 1995 ) refers to
binge drinking as excessive drinking mo.re alcohol at a short period of time in order to

get drunk quickly at clubs, birthday parties and learners’ farewell parties.

In their study of health risk behaviours of learners Coetzee and Underhay (2003: 29)
selected 323 learners between the ages of 13 years and 18 years in high schools in
. the Potchefstroom area, using a questionnaire they found ‘that 4.35% of 13 year oldé,
3.64% of 14 year olds, 11.67% of 15 year olds, 14.06% of 16 year-olds, 30.36% of 17
year olds and 28.57% vof 18 year olds smoked cannabis (dagga). The study also
showed thét 52.57% of 13 yéar olds, 65.45% of 14 year olds, 80.33% of ﬁ5 year olds,
78.13% of 16 year olds, 91.07% of 17 year olds and 92.86% of 18 year olds had

already tasted alcohol. The study revealed that learners as young as 13 years old had
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already experimented with alcohol and drugs. The study above indicated that learners

tended to experiment with a variety of drugs.

In her study of youth risk behaviour, Bhana (2006: 130) fouﬁd that nationally 1 in 3
learners (30.5%) reported the use of cigarettes in their lifetime and 1 in 2 (49.1%)
learners had. drank alcohol in‘ their lifetime (Bhana, 2006: 130). The study found that
- before reaching the age of 10 years, 6.2% of learners had tried smoking a cigarette
and 12% of learners had tried alcohol before the age of 13 years. The sfudy showed
that many Iearhers had ‘smoked before the age df 10 years and many learners had
used alcohol before the age of 13 years. Table 6 below shows the percentage of
learners who had smoked before the age of 10 years by province in South Africa, and
Table 7 below shows, by province, the percentage of learners who had used alcohol

before the age of 13 years in South Africa in 2002.

Table 6 Percentage of learners who have ever smoked before the age of 10 years by

pfovince in South Africa in 2002

SA. |EC FS GP LP MP NC NW |WC |KZN |SA

% 6.0 7.0 6.3 4.9 0.2 9.2 7.1 7.5 4.9 6.2

The above results indicate that Northern Cape and Mpumalanga followed by Western
Cape, North West and Free State were found to have the highest percent of learners
who ever smoked before the age of 10 years. What shocked the researcher wés that a

Grade 4 learner as young as 10 years indicated that he smoked.
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Table 7 Percentage of learners having ever used alcohol before the age of 13 years

by province in South Africa 2002

SA |EC FS GP  |LP MP NC NW |WC |KZN |SA

% 8.4 148 149 |8.2 13.7 1133 |149 |18.6 |9.6 12.0

The above studies show that some learners who have drug related problems start
using or abusing drugs at a very early age. The age of drug initiation is before 13
years as most studies show. The Western Capé fdllowed by North West and Gauteng
Provinces were found.to have the highest percentages of Iearne’fs who had ever used
alcohol before 13 years of age. The researcher wishes to stress that a 13 year old is
on average a Grade 7 learner. Research shows that the use of one drug leads to other
drugs as dependency develops (Coetzee & Underhay, 2003: 30; Neser & Ovens,

2001: 8).
2.3.2 The effects of drugs abused by learners in South African schools

Use and abuse of drUgs has an effect on learners’ health and behaviour. In his study,
Peterson (2009: 1) found that learners who use and abuse drugs misbehave at
school. For example, Peterson (2009: 1) found that learners who abuse drugs cannot
perform academically and this led to absenteeism, dropping out and violent behaviour
against educators and other Iearnefs. In addition to the above, Peterson (2009: 2) also
found that learner pregnancy and the escalation of HIV/AIDS among learners may be
a result of drug abusé. Akers (1992: 204) points out that drinking, smoking, and drug
abusing learners are much more likely to be involved in fighté, stealing, hurting self
~ and other people and committing other delinquencies. In his study in Pretoria, Joubert
(1999: 1) discovered that many female Iearnérs turned to prostitution as a result of

drug-related debts. This implies that drug abuse has negative' effects on learners at
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school, home and within the community and has an impact on the learners’ goals and

dreams.

In his study, Dennis (2001: 1) found that alcohol ihpaired judgment, led to memory
: Iapses; bl.ackouts, distorted vision, shortened coordination and can damaged every
organ in a child's body. Such Iearﬁers were likely to perform poorly in their studies.
Similarly, the FSANYRBS (2002: 44) maintained that the use and abuse of tobacco
products by .Iearners usually Ieads to a lifelong addiction to nicotine. In her study,
Bhan}a (2006: 130) found that tobacco ar.1d‘ alcohol were ranked among the ten leading
causes of death among South African learners from primary school to tertiary level.

She furthef stated that:

The link between drug use and abuse and road accidents also needs to
be emphasized as learners below the age of 18 were found driving

illegally and this is what puts their life at stake

In a study about marijuana, Kepe (2003: 607) found that marijuana was cheaper than
other drugs and readily available in most rural areas of Eastern Cape and KwaZulu-
Natal. For example, Rocha-Silva (1998: 31) found that when marijuana is mixed with
mandray, it is called white pipe and the user used ‘bottle kops’ to smoke it. Smoking
usually resulfs in smokers to have brown hands and red lips as a result of constant

burns to the affected parts.

In his study, Van der Merwe (2004: 16) found that drug use and abuée has the

following effects on learners:

learners end up being used as drug traffickers; as a resulf, they also have easy
access fo drugs. Learners become disrespectful to fellow students and -

| educators when they are under the influence of alcohol or drugs
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Neser and Ovens (2001: 10) found that drug abuse often contributed to the'expulsion
of learners. Similarly, the FSAYRBS (2002: 44) found that the use of illicit drugs
placed learners at risk of negative health and legal consequences that might impact
on their education. Other studies showed that drug use and abuse aﬁected learners’
decisions about other risk behaviours like sexuel activities. These studies also show
that drug abuse may be a major cause of the rapid increase in the HIV/AIDS pandemic
(Betancourt and Herrera, 2006: 16; Bhana, 2006: 130; Coetzee and Underhay, 2003: |
31; Focus on the family, 2000: 5.21; Fuzile, 2009: 1; Njuki, 2004: 4; Pithey and

" Morojele, 2002: 28).

‘2.3.2.1 Policy on drug abuse by learners in schools

As a result of the effects of drug use and abuse by learners, the South African
Government implemented a new policy on the use and abuse of drugs which began in
2010 (Fuzile, 2009: 3). Previously school boards used different kinds of disciplinary
methods to try vto curb the increase in drug use and abuse by learners. Searching
students for drugs is one such method, and also police are constantly working with
schools in order to stop Iearners from smuggling drugs onto the school premises.
According to Fuzile (2009: 3), the Eastern Cape Department of Education has

announced that:

fo prevent drug use and abuse in schools /eamers at the province’s ’
primary and secondary schools will be the first in South Africa to be
tested for drug abuse. Random drug testing wil/ start this year, which is
2010 and urine samples will be taken from the learners showing signs of

drug use
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These searches can include locker searches, searches of students’ property and
person, dog sweeps to identify who | should be searched, and the placing of
undercover police officers and police liaison officers in schools. These drug searches
are necéssary because the use of marijuana in the South African schools is on the
.increase (Fuzile, 2009: 3). These drug searches are considered to be necessary in

order to keep the school environment safe from drug trafficking.
2.3.3 Causes of drug abuse by learners in South Africa

The causes of drug use and abuse in schools are numerous and according to Pillay
(2000': 72) in South Africa there is a very real and substantial problem of alcohol and
drug abuse which affects many of our learners, families and communities. The
implication is that drugs are easily aQailable in school and, as a result, learners are not
safe. In a study by Pillay (2000: 72) ih which the focus was to elucidate some of the
causative factors associated with learner drug abuse and to offer pre\)ention
measures, it was found that school environmental factors include the availability of
drugs, alcohol and other criminogenic commodities. Research also showed that
experimentation and curiosity are some of the causes of learner drug abuse in schools

(Knox, 1989: 44; Rocha-Silva, 1989: 28; Searll, 1989: 126-127).
For example, Searll (1989: 127) claims that,

some learners start using and abusing drugs by experimenting with them.
Learners like to test things, and they want to see for tﬁemselves what will
happen. Learners who already use and abuse drugs seem to be excited
about ii and so other learners learn to use and abuse drugs to be excited

foo. The quest for excitement is part of human behaviour

37



This implies that learners should be occupied all the time so that they do not get the

opportunity to experiment with drugs.

Mabindla (2007: 134) alleges that some learners in the South Western part of the |
Mdantsane Township that is in Unit 15, use and abuse drugs and alcohol because
there are no recreational facilities like swimming pools or art centres in the area. The
only récreation facilities available are for rugby and soccer (Mabindla, 2007f 134).
Learners also blame the Mdantsane Township regional office of the Eastern Cape
Department of Education for not providing the necéssary skills to learners s.o that they
can protect themselves from experimenting with drugs. The education system does
not provide career guidance facilities in'. the schools. Likewise job. opportunities or
school bursaries for learners who have passed Grade 12 are not easily available as
most of the learners, esbecia_lly those who abused drugs, pass with low marks
(Mabindla, 2007: 134). From the above studies one can deduce that these learners
are vulnerable to the use and abuse of drugs because they feel demotivated, isolated
and useless. As such, educators and parents need to be trained in knowing what

motivates their children.

In their studies, Searll (1989: 128) and Hewana (1996: 44) found that some learners
believe that drugs made them confident, comfortable and important. Searll (1989:
128) claimed that learners who have low self—esteem and who feel a profound sense
of inadequacy are vulnerable to drugs as drugs offer them a temporary freedom from
their problems. These problems do not go away, rather more problems are created. In
his study, Visser (2003: 62) found the following to be the causes of alcohol abuse
among learners: (a) to forget their problems (23%); (b) to increase performance (21%);
(c) self-destruction (97%) and (d) to feel good, brave and happy (6%). Visser (2003)
also found the following to be the causes for using cannabis (dagga) among learners:
(a) to feel good and strong (17%); (b) to forget their problems (14%); (c) self—
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destruction (10%); (d) anti-social behavior (6%); (e) to give health and strength (6%)
and (f) ignorance (6%). Searll (1989: 127) also claims that one of the causes of drug
abuse amohg Ieérners is peer pressure. Searll (1989: 127) claimed, “These learners
can do anything to please peers in order to be accepted by the group”. Similarly, Parry

(1998: 6) claimed that peer pressure is common among learners in influencing each

. other to drink alcohol.

On the other ha_nd, Pama (2008: 35) and Hewana (1996: 47) agreed that the place of
birth also had a beafihg on whether children would use or abuse drugs in school. lh
his study, Pama (2008: 36) claimed that culture caused learners to use and abuse
drugs during weddings, anniversaries, graduation parties, initiation ceremonies,
birthday parties, learner farewell parties, celebration of examination results and “after
tears’, that is parties that are held after the funeral rituals have been completed.
Akers (1992: 205) and Cohen (1993: 23) believed that learners who live in rural areas
are less vulnerable to drug abuse than their urban counterparté. Akers (1992: 205)
claimed that heavy drinking increases with urbanization and industrialization. On the
contrary, Kepe (2003: 607) reported that rural KwaZulu-Natal and the Pondoland
region in the Eastern Cape Province are known as cannabis producers. Kepe (2003:
607) further reports that cannabis farms are in.rural and sloppy areas where police are
unable to reach. This indicates that learners from rural areas are equally at high risk of
drug use and abuse. This also shows why cannabis (dagga) is common among drug

users at schools.

In their study about male circumcision policy conducted in the Eastern Cape Province,
Mayatula and Mavundla as cited by (WHO, 2006: 29), claimed that the use of alcohol
and other drugs by initiates represented danger whether used beforé or after the
procedure. Alcohol and other drugs were found_to be used by initiates to alleviate pain

during initiation and celebrating after graduating (Mayatula & Mavundla as cited by
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WHO, 2006: 29). Mayatula and Mavundla as cited by (WHO, 2006: 29) believed that
alcohol causes excessive bleeding which can lead to death especially among under
aged initiates (12 year olds). Mayatula and Mavundla as cited by (WHO, 2006: 30),
‘noticed that there are alsoA large amounts of home—brewed alcohol which are used by
adults to celebrate cultural activities. It has been reported that learners who are from
the initiation school use .and abuse this type of alcohol and that is why the National

Drug Master Plan (2006-2011: 6) states that

the unregulated use of home-brewed alcohol as part of African culture
requires monitoring as poisonous additives form part of the ingredients of

many types of home-bréwecl substances

The implication is that cultural practices, if not properly regulated, can contribute to

young learners experimenting with drugs.

Acéording to Searll (1989: 41), poverty leads learners to- be easily [ured by drug lords
to sell drugs in schools. These learners ended up using and abusing drugs and
became addicted to them. Searll (1989: 41) claimed that “because young children
cannot be prosecuted for drug offences, they are often used and sometimes paid in
drugs for their service”. The effect of this is that learners can easily be lured into
selling drugs by their parents and other people and this explains why some learners

engage in drug abuse in schools.

Neser and Ovens (2001: 23) found that learners take illegal drugs just to keep up with
their friends. They found that the majority (84%) of the participants stated that thbse |
who encouﬁter drug related problems need support not punishment and isolation. In
their study, Neser and Ovens (2001: 23) identified the following causes as a challenge

to the plans of decreasing the use and abuse of illegal drugs in South Africa:
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the opening of South Africa’s markets and borders, inviting investment
and engagement from the rest of the world, but also including the rapid
increase in the traffic and ftrade of illegal di‘Ugs; the accelerating
percentage of child births in the population; urbanizatiqn; the limited
capacity of the criminal justice system
In addition to the above causes of drug abuse by learners, Prellern, as a ‘ch-airman of
Humewood Community Forum and pro-active member of the Port Elizabeth
Community, discoveréd that drUgs are available to learners and that
the drug trade developed as unexpected consequence following the boom in
| free ftrade after .the 1994 free elections. The unprecedented growth of
international flights accompanied by legal and illegal cross border mass
movements from dur Northern neighbors escaping unemployment and political
unrest, war and famine added to our countries very high unemployment rate
adding fuel to the consuming demand and supply chain feeding a ravenous
drug industry. Our population consists of approximately 20% of illegal
immigrants and the question is ‘how do they survive, what is the source of their
income? (Preller, 2008: 34).

The above findings indicate that the causes of drug abuse by learners are various.
2.4 The Southern African Development Communities (SADC)
2.4.1 The Nature and Extent of drug abuse

Drug abuse is not only a problem in South African schools but is also a problem in
other SADC countries (Njuki, 2004: 5). Njuki (2004: 5) argues that in Africa, for
example, drug use and abuse are not looked at with the urgent seriousness that they

deserve because illicit drug trafficking and drug abuse are on the increase in some



African countries. According to Njuki (2004: 5) cannabis, methaqualone, heroine and

alcohol are some of the drugs that are used across the African continent.

Research shows that most SADC countries have no accurate dafa available about
cultivation of, and trafficking in, cannabis (Gastrow, 2007: 26; Rizk, 2008: 1). For
example, Gastrow (2007: 26) found that the use and abuse of‘ cannabis and other
drugs by learners was prevalent in Botswana. Matsoga, as cited by Garegae (2007:
48), stated that learners in Botswana use and abu_se alcohol and drugs, this makes
them violent and somé of thesé learners vandalize their sc':hoolsf In a similar vein Rizk
(2008:1) found that hashish and bang were forms of cannabis that were common
among Egyptian Iearn‘ers because they were often affordable. The same study fofmd
that some learners use and abuse solvents and inhalants as they are also cheap.
However, due to the high cost of alcohol in Egypt, there are few learners abusing it. It
is clear from Rizk's (2008: 1) study that the use ahd abuse of drugs by learners is

becoming a problem in Egypt.

In a study about educators’ perceptions, 'experiences and observation of school
violence in Lesotho, De Wet (2006: 20) found that both learners and educators use’
drugs in their schools. In the same study the participants revealed that both learners
and educators sold drugs at school (De Wet, 2006: 20). It wés further discovered that
22.68% of learners used drugs on a daily basis and 2.60% of learners sold drugs to
other Ieafners daily (De Wet, 2006: 20). The same study showed that 24.63% of
educators-used drugs daily and that 1.84% of educators sold drugs on a daily basis to
learners and educators (De Wet, 2007: 682). In a similar study on learners’
perceptions, experience and observations of school violence in Lesotho, De Wet
(2007: 682) discovered that both learners and educators used and sold drugs on a
daily basis and 11.40% of learners sold drugs to} other learners daily at schools. He .

also noted that 24.63% of educators used drugs daily and that 1, 84% of educators
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sold drugs on a daily basis to learners and educators. De Wet (2006: 25) noticed that
nearly half of the learners 48.70% and 26.76% of the educators used drugs at Iéasf
once a month. He found that most of the learners 62.13% and 36.6% of the educators
used drugs at least once a month. These findings suggest that the extent of drug use
and abuse is not confined to learners but also affects educators. These are the
findings that caused the researcher to argue that both learners and educators. should
submit themselves to searches. TADA’s (2007) report mentioned that the reason why
some educators are similarly unable to assist them is because they are also drug

abusers and drug dealers.

In her study of drug abuse in Swaziland, Mhlongo (2005: 30) stated that the drugs
most commonly used by learners are cigarettes, tobacco, alcohol, marijuana, glue,

paint, paint thinners, aerosols and polish remover.

In Nigeria the rate of use and abuse of tobacco, alcohol and other dangerous drugs
has increased to the extent that learners as young as 10 years, including young
people of up to 29, use and abuse the above mentioned drugs (Suleiman as cited by
Korie, 2006: 114). Drug abuse is seen as serious and alarming among less achieving
males at schools and, moreover, there are more drug users at schools in cities than in
the rural areas (Ahiante as cited by Korie, 2006: 114). Ngoka as cited by Korie (2006:
114) is of the opinion that the problem of drug use and abuse among learners and
non-learners alike is universal. Korie (2006: 114) stated that it has been observed that
learners involved in alcohol and other drugs tend-to have friends who drink and they

usually take a variety of other drugs.
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2.4.2 The effects of drugs abused by learners in the SADC

- In the past Botswana school learners had free education and did not pay school fees.
School fees were only introduced in instances where leaners who used and abuse
alcohol and other drugs vandalized their own schools. The Botswana government
introduced the payment of school fees in order to curb this type of misbehaviour by

learners (Matsoga as cited by Garegae, 2007: 50).

ACcording to Banda, as cited by Garegae (2007: 50), learners can develop steéling
problems in order to satisfy their drug dependency. Khweshe (2007: 3) notes that
learners end up éngaging in criminal activities to get quick cash in order to buy drugs.
The above statements indicafe that the effect of drugs on learners can result in
unintendéd adverse consequences in theirv lives. Learners can end up developing

addiction to hard drugs and alcohol.

De Wet's (2006: 20 & 2007: 684) findings, that violence is caused by drug abuse, are
in line with other researchers who found that drug abuse increases the chénces of
violent behaviour among learners and makes schools unsafe (Blaser, 2008: 1; De
Wet, 2003: 89; Fagan & Wilkinson, 1998: 74; Hamburg, 1998: 46; SANCA, 2006: 5;
Tshwete, 2001: 3 ). The above findings concur with other research studies that the use
and abuse of drugs increases violence in South Africa, especially in South African .

schools.

In Swaziland, Ronald and Davis, as cited by Mhlongo (2005: 30) argue that tobacco
and cigarettes cause learners to be addicted ahd then they proceed on to use illicit
drugs like marijuana. Rehn et al, as cited by Mhlongo (2005: 31), are of the opinion

that the dangers of marijuana include the followingv:
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excessive aggression when used with alcohol; unnecessary accidents
caused by distorted perception; physical damage in the form of bronchial
irritation, risk of lung .cancer and brain damage. This is usually the first

step of addiction before abusers move to hard drugs

The researcher emphasizes that considering the above effects of drug use and abuse
one can easily understand why learners die every day after writing examinations,

celebrating Grade 12 results, and during initiation school.

_In Nigeria, Ryan and Cooper, as cited by Korie (2006: 116), and Dennis (2001: 1)
point out that marijuana (dagga) alters perception and impedes motor coordination. It
also interferes with short term memory, reading compréhensién, probiem-solving
ability and general mental functioning. The researcher argues that if dagga interferes
with short term memory, reading comprehensioh and problem-solving; it must affecta -
learner’s ability to read a question paper. Because of the above effects the researcher
agrees that drug use and abuse is one of the causes of high failure rates and the loss
of interest in reading books that is prevalent among learners who use and abuse

drugs.
2.4.3 Causes of learner drug abuse in the SADC

The causes of drug abuse among learners of Swaziland, Msunduza area, as stated by

Mhlongo (2.005': 32) are tabulated below on Table 8.
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Table 8: Swaziland-Msunduza: Factors causing participants’ drug abuse (2005).

Causes for drug abuse Number of partic.ilpants Participants’ Perce‘ntag.e-
Boredom _ 8 | 13.3
Curiosity | 10 16.7
Peer pressure 12 | _ 20.0
Relationships at home 10 , : 16.7
Problems at home 8 13.3
Escape problems atschl |5 : 8.3
Poverty 12 | 3.3
Physical abuvse | 2 | _ | 3.3
No cause 3 5.0
Total 60 100

Mhlongo’s (2005: 32) study vindicated that boredom, curiosity, peer pressure, poor
relationships at home and an attempt to escape problems at home seem to be the

major causes of respondents’ drug abuse.
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Ahiante, as cited by Korie (2006: 117), outlined seven factors of drug abuse among

Nigerian learners which appear to concur with those of Mhlongo (2005: 34)

access, curiosity, peer group pressure, boredom relief, dissatisfaction,
economic affluence, advertising and sales promotion, escapism and

contact with drug sellers, ‘pushers’

Jones et al. as cited by Korie (2006: 117) also identified ignorance as one of the

- causes of drug abuse.
2.5 Learner drug abuse in developed countries
12.5.1 The nature and extent of drug abuse

A number of studies have been conducted internationally in an attempt to estimate the
prevalence of Adrug use and abuse among learners. Most studies have been
conducted in England and have produced results ranging from 61.7% of alcohol and
other drug abusers (Cohen, 1983: 22). A study conducted by Cohen (1983: 22) found
that 9 million children aged 18-25 years were abusers of alcohol and other drugs. In
1984, the death rate due to drug abuse was estimated at 40% (Cohen, 1983). In the
United States of America (USA), the overall level of use and abuse of drugs among
learners rose among léarners from 13 to 17'years of age. For instance, (a) with
“serious vdrug problem (20%) and (b) had tried alcohol before graduation (93%). For
example, Cohen (1983: 23) found that 16% of 13 year-olds had used dagga between
1978 and 1982. Cohen (1983: 24 also found that in 1982, 17% of high school learners
‘had once used cocaine and it is believed that about 3 out of every 10 Americans will

try illegal drugs by the age of 25.
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- Margaret, Waller, Scott and Okamoto (2002: 79) examined risk and protective factors
influencing drug and alcohol use and resistance of Native American learners, in the
Southwest. Thirty-two Native American middle school learners participated in 10 focus
group‘s that explored their experiences with alcohol and drugs in their school and |
reservation 'eommUnities. In their study, Margaret et al. (2002: 81) found that a
complex interaction of both risk and protective factors were related to drug abuse. The
participants’ cousins and siblings played a majqr role in their decisions to use or resist
drugs, Margaret et al., and (2002: 90). In their intertribal study of 1464 Native
American high school learners, Margaret et al. (2002: 81) found that 40% of them had
used marijuana at least once a month. The Center for Substance Abuse Prevention
as cited in Margaret et al., (2002: 81) in the United States found that 6.4% of learners
between 12 and 17 years of age and 15.5% between 18 and 20 of age reported
current use of marijuana, whilst 1.1% and 4.5% respectively used cocaine. The Forum
on Child and Family Statistics (2000: 3) state that among US learners in Grade 12,
males were more inclined to use illegal drugs than females. Table 3 below shows the

gender of US Grade 12 learners who abuse drugs.

Table 9: US Grade 12 Learners' illegal drugs abuse

Year Grade Females Males

1999 12 23% 29%

In his study, Johnston et al. (2000: 8 — 9) established that 17% of Grade 8 learners,

32% grade 10 learners and 38% grade 12 learners abused dagga in 1999.

48




2.5.2 The effects of drugs abused by learners in the developed countries

The National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism (1997: 3) claimed that alcohol
is a psychoactive drug used by most learners in the United States. Alcohol and other
drugs are associated with probléms in school, motor vehicle accidents, injuries and
deaths, fighting, crime and other forms of serious misbehaviour. Heavy drinking
among learners may incréase the possibility of negative outcomes in later life (The

National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism, 1997: 3).
In addition to the above statements The FSANYRBS (2002: 8) states that

recent European, American and Asian epidemiology evidence shows
that about half of all persisten-t cigarefte smokers who start young are
eventually killed by their habit, unless they quit. There were 100 million
deaths from tobacco in the 20" century, but if current smoking patterns

continue; the number will increase ten-fold this century

In their study of learner drug abuse Dakota & Folks, as cited by Mhlongo (2005: 27),

found that 25% of Americans die as a result of substance abuse.

The above studies show that drug use and abuse have a long-term detrimental effect
on learners’ lives (Ryan and Cooper as cited by Korie, 2006: 117; Dennis, 2001: 1).
Learners lose interest in school reading material as well as calculating, because the
ability for problem solving is lost (Dennis, 2001: 1). The researcher sees the scholastic
development of some learners as deteriorating, and their goals and dreams being
destroyed as learners with drug related problems become sick and mentally unfit for

schooling.
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2.5.3 Causes of drug abuse by learners in the developed countries

The prevalence of drug use and abuse amohg Native American learners is related to
the fact that Native families»are seen as having higher rates of Alcohol Drugs and
Othér Addictions (ADOA) than families of any other ethnic group in the United States
(U.S.) (U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, as .cite'd in Margaret et al.,
2002: 81). Margaret et al. (2002: 90) supports the above statement and adds that
Native American learners learn ADOA behaviours from peers, elder siblings, cousins
and other relatives. These learners are in an environment where 90% of deaths»are
alcohol related, traumatic experiences caused by family violence, mental health .
problems, accidents, ilinesses, child abuse, or neglect (Bachman as cited by Margaret
et al., ,2002: 81). As it was mentioned before on (page 19) that Genetic Disease
Theory is a cause for drug use and abuse among children, Rogers and Mcgee as cited
in Mhlongo, (2005: 38) discovered that exposure to drug risk can start even before a
child is born if mothers do not abstain from drugs during pregnancy. The researcher
notice_s that this is an advice for all mothers who use and abuse drugs to refrain from
using drUgs during pregnancy and even when the child is born because the child will

imitate the parent.
SUMMARY

This chapter provided the reader with the theoretical framework of the study. It also
presented the literature review on learners’ use and abuse of drugs in South Africa,
the Southern African Development Communities and developed countries. The nature,

extent and causes of learner use and abuse of drugs were discussed.

What emerged from the above chapter is that there are various causes of drug abuse
among learners, both nationally and internationally, which need urgent attention. The

extent and nature of use énd abuse of drugs by learners has alarming effects in their
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lives which is why many learners end up not achieving their goals or dropping out of
school. Furthermore, drug use and abuse has been discussed as the main cause of

unfulfilled dreams, crime, early pregnancies and HIV/A‘IDS deaths among learners.
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CHAPTER THREE
‘METHODOLOGY OF THE STUDY
3.1 Introduction

Chapter 3 explains.the research methodology that was used in the study. The aim of
this section is to make the reader aware of how the study was carried out. The
methodology includes the research approach; the research design; population, sample
and sampling; instrumentation (consisting of interviews, documents and learner focus
grbup discussiohs); validity and réliability; data collection and analysis methods and

ethical considerations.
3.2 Research Approach: Qualitative Approach

ThIS ‘é-ﬁ:ldy investigated the nature, extent and causes of drug abuse by learners in
four schools in Mdantsane Township. AA case study of four schools in Mdantsane area
was used. This study used the qualitative approach. The qualitative approach is

defined by Denzin and Lincoln (as cited in De Vos et al., 1998: 240) as

a multiperspective approach utilizing different qualitative techniques and
data collection methods to social interaction, aimed at describing,
making sense of, interpreting or reconstructing this interaction in terms of

the meanings that the subjects attach to it

Furthermore_, Neuman, benzin and Lincoln, as cited by De Vos et al. (1998: 240), to
corroborate the above assertion, define qualitative,reseérch as an inductive form of
- reasoning, developing concepts, insights and understanding from patterns in the data.
The appropriateness of the qualitative approach to this study is supported by Neuman,

Denzin and Lincoln, as cited by De Vos et al. (1998: 242), who state that the
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qualitative approach aimsto understand the meaning that people attach to everyday
life. Babbie and Mauton ( 2004: 270) also point out that qualitative research attempt
always to study people’s actions from the perspective of the social actors themselves,
they also state that the primary goal of studies using this approach is describing and
understanding rather than explaining human behaviotjr. In this study the researcher
investigated the use and abuse of drugs by learners as a problem in everyday life in -

Mdantsane Township schools.

Creswell (2009: 63) furthet states that a qualitativa study is an enquiry process of
understanding a social or human problém, based on building a complex, holistic
picture. He -also states‘ that this is formed with words and conducted in a natural
setting. Creswell, (2009: 176) further states that qualitative research is a form of
interpretive inquiry in which researchers _make interpretation of what}they see, hear

and understand.

In support of Creswell, Ereaut (2007: 372) further states that qualitative research is
used togam insight into peoples’ attitudes, behaviours, value systems or life styles.
Amongst the various approaches that can be used he mentions foctjs groups, in-depth
interviews, content analysis and ethnographies. The researcher in her data collection
is in line with Ereaut (2007: 372) assertion used focused groups as well as in-depth

interviews.

The advantages of qualitative research as explained by '[aYIor and Bogdan, as cited in
De Vos et al. (1998: 243), are of the opinion that the qualitative researcher bacomes
concerned with understanding naturalistic observation as well as the subjective
exploration of reality from the perspective of the researcher as an insider in the
researbh process. Bryman, as cited in De Vos et al. (1998: 243), indicatesvthat

qualitative research is exploratory and the qualitative researcher starts to be engaged
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on a voyage of discovery rather than one ’of verification. As such, the research
stimulate_s new leads and avenues of research to be explored. In this study, the
qualitative approach encouréged the researcher to empower the participants to
become co-researchers who can speak for themselves (Denzin and Lincoln as cited
' by De Vos et al., 1998: 246). The researcher advised some of the vparticipants who
were anxious for their classmates to be saved from d}rug use and abuse by referring
them to their educators who would call parents and refer the drug users or abusers to
_ social workers. The participants were also advised to join Teenagers Against Drug
Abuse (TADA) in order to learn more about how to save others from using and
abusing drugs. Joining Soul City and develop their Soul Buddies brogramme would be
necessary as this Will enable them to receive more reéources, like charts and also

books teaching about the effects of drug use and abuse.

Litchman (2008: 59) further argues that while qualitative research is a lot more open to
personéi?iopinion and judgement and can only give observations rather than results,
these are extremely useful when a subject is too complex to be answered by a yes or
no hypéihesis. From the data collecting experience, the researcher was able to cover

- a broadivqs:‘cope and generate meaningful results with a small sample.

Ewings, Pitt and Naude (n.d.) state that qualitative research tends to allow subjects
being studied to give richer answers to questions from the researcher. This approach
gives valuable insight which might have missed by any other method as it provides

valuable information to certain research questions inits ownright.

Babbie & Mouton (2004: 271) agreed that qualitative research emphasised the
process instead of the results. This means that the researcher should not put more
emphasis on the findings only but also on how the findings were realized. The

researcher realized this aspect during the data collection process. Since there were
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appointments for visits to conduct interviews with learner focus groups, School
Managemént\Team/educators, life skills/orientation educators, School Governing Body
members, Department of Education official and the Social worker the researcher

discovered that she needed to plan in time and be patient.

- Interviews were organised systematically and planned interview schedules were
followed. This contradicted other researchers who believed that with qualitative
research there is no order and no fixed rules (Mann, 1985: 21). The advantages of
using interviews, vas seen by Robson (2002: 275), are that interviews are capable of
providing rich, highly illuminatihg, clear and easily available information. In interviews
the reseérchér was allowed to use open-ended quéstions because they are flexible
and allowed the researcher to make a true assessment of what the participant really
‘believed and also produced unexpected and unpredictable answers (Robson, 2002:

275).

‘;'vl;;_he researcher interviewed School Management Team (or other) educators, Life
Skills/Orientation  educators, 'SGB members, a Social worker, and learner
representatives. While the researcher had intended to use school documents like the
National Drug Master Plan, the School Draft for Learners’ Safety, School Draft for
Learners’ Code of conduct_ and school log book where learners with drug related
problems are recorded, only a few documents were available such as two Learners’
Code of Conduct from two schools. In the case of the interview with the social worker
the r.'esearch‘er had intended to use documents like policies, plans and strategies to
fight learner drug abUse; however, the researcher was unable to get these due to the
fact that the chief social worker, who had indicated that she would be available,
apologized and instead the interview was conducted with a junior social worker. Whilst
the interviews went well, the junior social worker could not provide thev researcher with

the policy documents as indicated above. Whilst this interview session was properly
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planned, due to circumstances beyond the researcher’s control only one social worker

_ could be interviewed.
3.3 Research Paradigm: Interpretative Paradigm

This study uses the interpretative péradigm because it determines the experieﬁces‘ of
learners who are in the same school and same éléss with learners involved in drug
use and abuse (Terre Blanche and Durrheim, 1999: 123). This paradigm is relevant to
this study as interviews, documents and learner focus groﬁp'discussions were used to
investigate the_ nature, extent and cauées of drug use and ‘abuse in Mdantsane
Township schools. Cohen, Manidn and Morrison (2000: 23) are of the opinion that “the
central endeavor in the context of the interpretative design is to understand the
subjective world of human experience”. In this stﬁdy, people who work with Iearneré
with drug abuse problem reported their experiences. Learners who learn élongside
learners with drug use and abuse problems shared the meaning they attribute to
learner Srug abuse, as well as their perspectives regarding how to fight and eliminate
the behéviour. This illustrated to the researcher the extent to which the learners, the
schools and the society at large were at risk due to drug use and abuse by learners. In

this study the researcher did not work with or interview drug users or abusers.

To verify the collected data from various sources triangulation was used in order to
determine its trustworthiness, in that each participant listened to the recorded
interview. Creswell, as cited in De Vos et al. (2005: 361) state that, “the concept of
triangulation is based on the assumption that any bias inherent in a particular data
source, investigator and method would be neutralised when used in conjunction with
~other data sources, inQestigator and methods”. Jick, as cited in De Vos et al. (2005:
362), explains the advantage of triangulation as a cause for researchers to be more

confident of their results. This was the case with the researcher’s study. Jick, as cited
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by De Vos et al. (2005: 362), is of the opinion that triangulation may also serve as the
critical test to discern, by virtue of its comprehensiveness, between theories that are

competing.
3.4 Research Design: A Case Study

According to Mouton (2001: 55), a researctl design is a plan to investigate the
research question and to make se.nse of the scientific manner in which to address it. A
case study research design was used in this study because the study dealt with 4
schools with a history of drug abuse by learners in Mdantsane Township. The desigrt
wés relevant to this study and aimed to provide an in-depth description of a small
number. of cases (Mouton, 2001:149). In this study the aim was to investigate the
nature, extent and causes of drug use and abuse by learners in Mdantsane Township
schools. This study was guided by an interpretative design, in that the researcher

interviewed participants who learn or work with learners w-ith drug related problems.

Freud (2007: 1) defines a case study as “in-depth investigations of a single person,
group, event or community, where data is gathered from a variety of sources and by

using several different methods e.g. qualitative approach and interviews in this study”.

The types of case studies mentioned by Cross, Bowker and Pearson (2002: 549) are
historical case and problem orientated case studies. The researcher is of the opinion
that in this study the case study is problem orientated becausé drug use and abuse by

learners is a problem in Mdantsane Township schools.

In this study, the situation is that learners use and abuse drugs in schools, and those

schools are not safe for both learners and educators.
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3.4.1 The advantages of using a case study

Freud (2007: 1) and Cross et al., (2002: 550) explain the advantages of using case
studies as providing detailed and sufficient data which is taken from people énd real
life. In this study, the case study provided the researcher with more informétion
illustrating what is happening in Mdantsane Township schools. A case sfudy provides
insight for further research as it always ends with problems and points of discussion

(Freud, 2007: 1; Cross et al., 2002: 550). Cross et al., (2002: 551) point out that

a case study includes sufficient information for the reader to freat
problems and issues and also believes that for the reader the
case study contains the sefting, personalities, sequence of

events, problems and conflicts
3.4.2 The disadvantages of using a case study

Freud (2007: 2) views theoretical knowledge as more valuable in a case study than
practicg{ knowledge. According to Freud (2007: 2), when using a case study one
cannot;"generalize the results to the wider population from a single case; the
researcher can never know whether the case investigated is representative of the
wider body of similar instances (Freud, 2007: 2). The researcher points out that the
results of this Stu_dy on drug abuse cannot be generalized to all townships, because
what was investigated by the researcher was in 4 schools in Mdantsane Township.
“Because researchers’ own subjective feeling may influence the case study in that the
researcher may be biased by intruding in the assessment of what the data means”
(Freud, 2007: 2). A case study is difficult to reproduce and summarize, and is also
time consuming (Freud, 2007: 2). This implies that the researcher gained experience
on how to work with people of different ages as time was a limitation during interviews

since learners and educators were busy with examinations and marking. Social
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workers, School Management Teams (SMTs) and Educational Department officials

were also busy with end of the year reports and meetings.
3.5 Sampling Methods

There are two categories or groups of sampling methods: probability and non-
probability sampling. According to Babbie & Mouton (2004: 166), the probability
sampling method consists of three types of sampling designs: Simple random
sampling, cluster sampling, and stratiﬁed» sampling. The non-probability sampling

method consists of snowball, cOnvenience, purposive and quota sampling designs.

Non-probability sampling and purposive sarmpling were applied in this study as
purposive sampling gives the reséaréher a chancé to discover, understand and gain
insight into the subject being researched. According to Grinnell, Jr., as cited in Gabor“
(1997:162), purposeful sampling, which is also known as judgmental sampling, allows
fhe reséarcher to use their own judgement in selecting the sample. As a result,
sampling was done on site. This study gave the researcher a chance to discover the
nature, extent and causes of drug abuse by learners as the researcher interviewed all

the different participants in different sites.
3.5.1-Sampling of the schools

This study was carried out in four township schools with learners from Within the
township and squatter camps. The history of these schools has been affected by drug
use and abuse and this was already knOWh to the researcher as the researcher stays
and works in the same area. The sampling technique used was purposive in néture as
the purpose Qf the study was to investigate the nature, extent and causes of drug
abuse by learners. The schools were also purposefully selected. This selection was

done so as to obviate time and financial constraints.
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3.5.2 Sampling research subjects

. The population of this study comprised life skills/orientation_ educators, ‘School
Management Team member/other educators, learners, School Governing Body
members, Department of Edupation ofﬁcial and a social worker from Mdantsane. One
SMT/other educator, one life skills/orientation educator, two learners or sometimes
three learners in other schools and one SGB member per school Were interviewed.
Only one Department of Education official and one school Social Worker were
interviewed. The life skills/orientation educator ’was included b‘ec':ause she was
responsible for the interviewing, or for referring learners with drug related problems to
the Department of Education aﬁd sdcial worker, .and during the interviews some
learners indicated that their life skills/orientation educators were their school
counselors. One SGB member in each school was interviewed. It is the schools’ policy
to involve SGBs in learners’ drug related cases. Two learner representatives (or
éometimes three) were interviewed on drug related problems involvingv learners in
each school. This was done because educators in some schools discovered that
individual learner representatives were reluctant to meet the researcher alone as they
were not familiar with her. It was easier for the learners to participate in groups as they
assisted and reminded each other of what the drug users and abusers were doing in

their schools.

One social worker from the same area as schools with drug related problems was
also interviewed to determine the nature, extent and possible causes of drug abuse by
learners in schools. This information shed light on drug abuse by Iearners in
Mdantsane schools. This study used purposive sampling or convenient sampling
because only schools with drug related problems in the Mdantsane Township were

targeted.
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3.6 Negotiation of Entry

Before the research started the researcher requested permission from the Department
of EdLication, East Londbn District, by written correspondence. Attached to that was
‘the supervisor’s letter to the East London District confirming that the researcher is a
University of Fort Hare studeht and has faculty approval to conduct the research. A
letter was also sent to thé Department of Social Development for conducting
interviews with social workers. Subsequent to these letters the re_searcher had tq
. follow up with the District Office in person and telephonically until she received the
letter. The researcher also wrote letters to the selected schools requesting permission
to conduct interviews, and these were attached with the supervisor's and the District
Manager’s permission letters. The school heads ordered the researcher to wait for a
certain period as they were arranging for the interviews and had to first complete
'qommon examinations. The researcher had to check personally and telephonically
\;i/ith the schools on a daily basis. The researcher received a written letter of
permission from the Department of Education, the school heads and social worker

replied verbally and gave appointment dates for the researcher.
3.7 Research Instruments

The following instruments were used to collect data:

3.7.1 Interview schedule

3.7.1.1 The advantages of interviews -

In-depth interviews were conducted to collect data in this study. The advantage of
using interviews was that original data was collected and the researcher was also able
to interact with the participanfs and read their body language in order to assess the

validity of their response (Bailey, 1982: 182). According to De Vos et al. (2005: 287),
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“Interviewing is the predominant mode of data or information collection in qualitative
research”. Cannell and Kahn, as cited by Cohen et al. (2000: 269), were of the

opinion thét

| interviews involve the gathering of data through direct verbal
- interaction between individuals. Interviews assist the researcher
to work face-to-face with the participants so that the researcher

can read their body language

Oppenheim; as cited by Cohen et al. (2000: 269), suggested that when using
interviews the participants became more involved and motivated to speak out their
views and experiences. Bailey (‘i982: 183) supported this statement by stating that
people feel more coﬁfident in speaking%than in writing.. The researcher concurs with
the above stétement because when writing participants will fear making spelling
errors, Whereas when one speaks there is fewer problems about grammatical

mistakes. The participants were free to speak about drug users and abusers in their

schools and seeking advice to assist them.

When conducting interviews there was flexibility, for example the interviewer could
repeat questions when the respbnse indicated that the participant misunderstood a
question (Bailey, 1982: 183). The interviewer can have control over the environment
by ensuring that the intervie_w is conducted in privacy where there is no noise and
where the interviewer can record spontaneous answers, Creswell (2009: 179).
Although Creswell states the use of recorders during interviews researchers are
encouraged to take notes as well in case the recording equipment fails (2009: 183).
The researcher’s interviews were conducted in separate rooms to avoid any possible
disturbance. Bailey is of the opinion that spontaneous answers may be mOre}

“informative and less normative than answers which the participant has had time to
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fhink about. During interviews the participant alone can answer and is unable to cheat
by receiving prompting answers from other people or members of the family. In
interviews completeness is guaranteed because all questions are answered and in
this study most of the interview questions were answered by the particip‘ants (Bailey,
- 1982: 183). In addition the interviewer can record the exact time, date and place of the

interview.
3.7.1.2 The disadvantages of interviews

According to Bailey (1982: 183), interview studies can »be extremely costly and afe
often lengthy. The interviewer may be required to travel long distances by taxis and
busses.and this may cause the interviewer to complete few interviews in one day
(Bailey, 1982: 183). The above statement is true in the sense that the researcher
experienced difficulty in finishing interviews in time, as a result of this permission was

. '.(‘_;v‘granted to meet some SGB members at their homes after hours. Another problem was

‘j;;.‘{;;when the researcher could not reach one site at the agreed on time. The participants
ln one Junior Primary School, who had shbwn eagerness to work in this study, could
not be reached because of the distance and, as a result, important data was missed.
The researcher then had to go to anothef nearby Junior Primary School which

indicated that their learners did not have any drug related problems.

Bailey (1982: 183) is of the opinion that the interviewer must arrange appointments
with the participants and honor the appointments. The writer discovered that should
the interviewer fail to honor the said appointments she would encounter problems in

the future and the participants may lose confidence in her.

BaileyA(1982: 184) further states that the interviewer, as a person, can misunderstand
the participants’ answers and also the participants’ answers can be affected by the

interviewer’s reaction to her/his sex, race, social class, age, dress, ace, or physical
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appearance. The researcher was also aware of what attire to put on when meeting the
different participants. During the interview there was no opportunity for the participants
to consult records, conduct research or assistance from the family or friends about
facts beere they replied (Bailey, 1982: 184). Bailey states that “Fatigue_, stress, illness,
heat, can affect a person’s reasoning and it would be inconvenient for the interviewer
to continue with interview” (1982: 184). To avoid the above statement the researcher
tried to do the interviews at a convenient time. Bailey (1982: 184) argues further that
“In conducting intérviews there is less anonymity‘because the interviewer knows all
the participant’'s details”. The resea_rcher disagrees with the above statement as it is
vnot required for the interviewer to know all the parﬁcipénts’ details.‘ It is the
responéibility of the interviewer to introduce him/herself; but for the sake of anonymity

the participants were not forced to introduce themselves in this Study.
3.7.2 Documents

Creswell (2009: 180) states that “Documents such as minutes-of meetings that are
recorded, written or printed. They may also be letters, diaries, tax records, regulations,
laws, policies and so on”. The researcher used school records to determine the
nature, extent and causes of drug abuse by learners in schools. While the researcher
had expected to receive the National Drug Master Plan, School Draft for Learners’
Safety, School Draft for Learners’ Code of Conduct, only two schools provided the
researcher with Learners’ Code of Conduct. These documents state what the school
will do with learners found using and abusing drugs. One of the schools further
instructs the learner and parent to sign the document at the end.'Nb documents were —
received from the interviewed social worker and the reason given was that the chief
éocial worker was not available for the day. In the case of the social worker, the
researcher would have looked policies, plans and strategies to fight learner drug

abuse and the researcher expected to be assisted by the senior social worker to get
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information about learners referred by schools or taken to the social workers by the

parents.

THese documents would have been useful as Robson (2002: 290) states that
“documents are unobtrusive measure which is nonreactive”. Bailey (1994) as cited in
De Vos et al. (2005: 318) concurs with the above statement in that “the contents of the
documents are not affected by the activities of the researcher”. As a result they are not
affected by the fact that one is using them or studying or perusing and comparing
them. De Vos et al, (2005: 318) further indicate that the ad‘vantage of using
documents is that the researcher does not have to make personal_ contact with the
pafticipants. However, the disadvantages as pointed out by Monette et al., as cited in
De Vos et al. (2005: 318) are that “the cost of the document is affected by the factors
like availability of the said document and the distance one has to travel to obtain the
document”. This was the case in this study as the researcher could not get the

expected documents, as indicated above.
3.7.3 Learner Focus Group Discussions

Berg as cited in Knoetze and Vermoter (2007: 16) states that focus group discussions
are sométimes guided or unguided discussions addressing a partiCuIar topic relevant
to the group and the researcher. According to Berg as cited in Knoetze and Vermoter

(2007: 17)

a typical focus group consists of a small number of participants under
the guidance of a facilitator or moderator whose task is to draw out

information from the participants.

Focus groups are different from individual interviews and group discussions because

they depend on the interaction of participants within thé group, the topic and the

65



reséarcher’s questions Cohen and Manion, (1994: 260) Focus group discussions are
appropriate for a qualitative study in that they' give participants more opportunity to be
involved in the discussion a‘nd_ assist by hearing from others and adding what had
been left out. The researcher tried to involve all the participants by'probing questions
and by asking others what their opinion was in a ceftain question. This was
convenient because there were few participants in each group and each participant
got enough opportunity to respond to questions and shared ideas (Creswell, ‘2009:

179).

Nine learners in four different schools, two in the Junior Primary, three in the Senior
Priméry, two in one High School and two also in the last High School were personally
interviewed by the reéearcher about drug use and abuse in their schools. The learners
indicated that there are drug related problems in their schools and they wanted urgent
assistance for their class mates to vbe saved from these drug related problems. Only .
the twb IearQers from the Junior Primary School indicated that their school had no
drug related problems. On probing further, all other learners explained that their
classmates use and abuse drugs as a result some are addicted to drugs. While the
views of ‘both learners and SGB members were similar as they wanted immediate
attention to be drawn to the drug problems, other participants in the study had no drug
problems at their schools. Others were so concerned about the future of their schools
and the lives of drug users and abusers for assistance to the extent that they
contributed many suggestions and recommendations in soIVing the issue of drug
abuse in their schools. Learners from the Senior Primary School, while having agreed
voluntarily to take part in the study, expressed concern aboutAthe questions asked and
also about the reason why the study was being conducted. In response, the
researcher indicated that drug use and abuse was common especially in the
Mdantsane Township schools and this needed to be addressed if learners, educators,

parents, all Stakeholders like Departments of Health, Justice, Correctional Services,
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Social Development, Education and South African Police Society could unite and

work together.
3.8 Data Collection and Analysis Methods

Data collected, using interviews, was dealt with per question as it appears in the
interview schedule. As indicated in 3.5 regarding sampling methbds, i‘nterviews were
to be conducted with the school heads or any othér educator; however, the schooi
heads were not available as they were busy with end of the year meetings and the
researcher had to arrange with thev other educator and conducted the interviews.
Interviews were also conducted with the life skills/orientation educator, SGB member,
Iear_ner representatives, Department of Education offi_c’ial and social worker. The
researcher did not interview one learner representative per school as had been
arranged but two and three learners weré interviewed depending on the needs of each
school. This was because educators in the sites discovered that learners were
'vreluctan't to be interviewed ihdividually as they were not familiar with the researcher. It
was, therefore agreed that two or three learners could form a focus group. This was
done likewise with all the other schools. A voice recorder was used to record
participants’ exact words during interviews. The advantage of using a voice recorder
was that the researcher could listen to the participants’ responses a number of times
before drawing conclusions, and could allow the participants to listen to themselves
and could ask other professionals to View the recorded data in order to arrive at more
objective conclusions (Kumar, 2005: 122). In the case of participants who refused to
be recorded the researcher took notes. The researcher transcribed the data collected
from participants. The researcher received documents from two schools only about
Code of Conduct for Learners. Other schools could not issue the documents as the
school heads were attending to end of year meetings. The social worker was useful for

data collection. Unfortunately the researcher could only manage to interview the social
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worker, but could not get any documents since the chief social worker could not be
available. The researcher also member_- checked data collected with the participants
to see if the data»collected was exactly what the participants meant and was not
‘misinterpreted by the researcher. This was mostly enjoyed by learners as they listened
to themselves from the voice recorder. The researcher used statements to analyze

data collected. All similar statements from participants were grouped together.

ln_ this study, data analysis was based on the components of data anaiysis framework
indiaated in The Miles and Huberman Framework for Qualitative Data Analysis
(Punah, 2005: 226) and these are: (a) data reduction; (b) data display; and (c) drawing
and verifying .conclusions. Huberman and Miles, as cited by Punch (2005: 226), state
that data reduction occurs continually‘throughout the analysis. It happens through
editing, summarizing the data, coding and memoing, and in association with activities
suah as finding themes, clusters and patterns (Punch, 2005: 226). Data had been
s'umma(ized in this study. Data display means to organize, compress and assemble
infdrmati‘on (Hubarman & Miles as cited by Punch, 2005: 226). Data was analysed by
making use of tables in this study. According to Huberman and Miles, as cited by
Punch (2005: 226), “Displays show what stage the analysis has reached”. This implies
that drawing of data occurs concurrently with data display and data reduction.
Conclusions drawn were verified as the researcher visited the sites to ensure that the
conclusions were exactly what the participants meant (Huberman and Miles as cited
by Punch, 2005: 226). In order to attach meanihg to data collected, the researcher
had put codes (Huberman & Miles as cited by Punch, 2005: 227) such as tags, labels,
or names. Huberman and Miles, as cited by Punch (2005: 227), stated that memoing
begins together with coding at the start of the analysis and points towards new
patterns and a high level of pattern coding. Strauss and Corbin as cited in Babbie and
Mouton (2004: 501) supports Punch’s statement of keeping memos and codes and

identification of patterns and “validating one'’s theory against the data”
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3.9 Validity and reliability

Data collected from interviews and records in thfs study were triangulated and
corroborated in ordér to determine trustworthiness. The data from the various sources
was compared and hence made more credible. Data collected using interviews was
member checked by the researcher in order to determine if the data collected was
exactly what the participants rheant during interviews. This process ensures that the
researcher cross-checks the data transcribed with the participant during interviews
and hence making the data collected credible. As (Johnson, 1994: 8) puts it that if
different sources of evidenée provide a broadly consistent picture, the researcher may

bé more confident about the findings.
3.10 Ethical Considerations

The researcher was bound by the research code of ethics as spelt out in the' University
of Fort Hare Faculty Of Education’s Handbook on Postgraduate Qualifications Policies
and Procedures (2008: 12). Permission was sought from the Department of Education
(DoE) for the researcher to be able to collect data from school .heads, educators, SGB
members and learners. According to the University of Fort Hare Faculty Of
Education’s Handbook on Post Graduate Qualiﬁcatiohs Policies and Procedures
(2008: 12), “All adult participants should be fully and appropriately informed when they
consent to participate in research”. The schools aséisted in making the researcher to
meet with parents and theh with learners. Parents’ or guardians’ written consent for
the Iéarners were received before the study could start because the learners are

minors.
Renzetti & Lee discuss that,

when research intrudes info the private sphere or delves into some

personal experience, where the study is concerned with deviance and
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social control; where it impinges on the vested interests of powerful
persons on the exercise of coercion or domination then research

becomes more threatening (1993: 9).

Plummer, as cited by Renzetti and Lee (1993: 9), stated that “Sensitive research
raises methodelogical, technical, ethical, political and legal problems as well as having
potential effects on the personal life of the researcher”. However, Bradburn and
Sudman as cited in Renzetti and Lee (1993: 20) are of the opinion that “Good
examples are the development of strategies for asking sensitive questions on surveys
and pfeserving the confidentiality of research data”. The‘researcher maintained
confidentiality, anonymity of research data especially where participants were asked te
reveal intimate or incriminating information (Renzetti & Lee, 1993: 20).' Brewer, as
cited in Renzetti and Lee (1993: 20), notes that, “Many problems arise in researching
a sensifive topic and these may indeed defeat the researcher unless the researcher
has a tough, single-minded, tenacidus, but pragmatic attitude to the task”. The
researcher tried not to show negativity to the sensitive information collected. The

researcher remained neutral in this study.
SUMMARY

This chapter presented the methodology that had been followed in conducting this
study. The research methodology have been discussed as well as the research
design; population, samplbe and sampling; instrumentation consisting of interviews and
documents; validity and reliability; data collection and data analysis methods and
ethical considerations. The following chapter consists of data a_nalysis and

presentation.
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CHAPTER FOUR

'DATA ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION

4.1 Introduction

The aim of this study was fo investigate the nature., extent and causes of drug abuse
in Mdantsane Township schools. This chapter presents an analysis and interpretation
of the data collected. The discussion is based on how the participants responded
using learner foéus group discussions and interviews with educators, School
Governing Body members, a sobcial worker and a Department of Education official.
This data was meant to respond fo the following research questions:

+ What is the nature and type of drugs do you consider readily available to

learners in your school?
+» What is the extent of drug abuse amongst the various age groups?
+» Is it more school girls or school boys who use drugs in schools?

++ What do learners, students, educators, parents and the Department of
Education perceive as the main socio-economic causes of drug abuse among

learners in schools?
This chapfer is structured as follows:
- Section 4.1: Introduction

Section 4.2: Profiles of the participants

Section 4.3: Nature and type of drugs considered as readily available to learners in
schools

Section 4.4: The extent of drug abuse amongst the various age groups
Section 4.5 Is it more school girls or school boys who use drugs in schools?
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Section 4.6: What do learners, students, educators, parents and the Department of
Education perceive as main socio-economic causes of drug abuse among learners in

schools?
4.2 Profiles of the Participants
4.2.1 Analysis of the Biographical data of learners

In this section focus is on descriptive analysis of biographical data. In this study, 9
learners from 4 selected schools were interviewed and the sample was purposively
selécted. Out of 9 selected learners, 4 (44%) were males and 5 (55..5%)}were
females. The participants were chosen by each school's educator who was
responsible for life skills/orientation. Table 10: below éhows the level of schools where
- the learners were; the number of learners by gender and % of male and female

learners who participated in the interviews.
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Table 10: The level of schools where he learners were; the number of learners by

gender and % of male and female learners who participated in the interviews

SCHOOLS | LEVEL MALES % MALES |FEMALES |%
NO. | NO. FEMALES
A H.S 2 22 0 0
B H.S. 1 11 1 11
c S.P 0 0 3 33
D J.P 11 11 1 11
TOTAL 4 44 5 55

The above table shows that participants were selected according to their schools.
Interviews were done at their schools as well. The participants were required to
respond to interview questions asked by the researcher. They gave each other turns
to respond to the researcher. The choice was left to the participants to respond in

either English or IsiXhosa.
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Table 11: The location of the learners’ schools who participated in the learner focus

group discussions are indicated below

SCHOOL : LOCATION
A Township
B | Township
C Township
D ' : .| Township

The above table indicates clearly that the area where the research took place is a
township as was indicated in earlier chapters. In this township there are squatter
camps which sprouted up since the ushering in of the new democratic dispensation.
Most people living in these informal settlements are believed to have moved from the
rural areas to the township looking for job opportunities. These informal settlements |
comprise mostly of young men and women who have moved with their children into
these settlements. It is their children who attend the schools that the researcher

targeted for the study.

74



Table 12: The ages of learners who participated in the learner focus group discussions

are indicated as follows:

SCHOOL | LEARNERS; AGES
A | - |13-18

B | 13- 18

c | | 11-13

D | | 6- 10

Table 12 above shows the reader that the age of learners who.participated in the
Irearner focus group discussions in Schools A and B ranged between 13-18 years.
Schools A and B are both high schools. Since School C is a primary school, the age of
learners who participated in the focus group ranged between 11-13 years. The age of

learners in school D ranged betWeen 6-10, since it is a Junior Primary School.
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Table 13: Grades for learners who participated i'n the study were as follows:

SCHOOL | LEARNER’S GRADES
A . l8-12
B 8- 12
c 5.7
R4
D

As mentioned in the above table that Schools A and B are high schools, their classes
run from grades 8-12, while the others such as School C, as a Senior Primary School,

run from grades 5-7 and school D, as a Junior Primary School, run from gradés R-4.

4.3 Nature and type of drugs considered as readily available to learners in

schools

Learners from schools A, B, C, and D are in the same area or neighborhood and are
not far from each other. The researcher used focus group discussions as individual
learners were scared to meet a stranger for interviews. This made i_t easier as learners
during the discussions assisted and reminded each other of incidents that had
happened in their schools and what is happening to the drug users and abusers at
their respective schools; Focus group discussions are guided or unguided discussions
addressing a particular topic relevant to the group (Creswell, 2009: 179). The topic the
researcher was addressing, in this case was the nature, extent and causes of drug
abuse among learners. Focus groups discussions are different from individual
interviews and group discussions b‘ecause they depend on the interaction of

participants within the group, the topic and the researcher’s questions so learner focus
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group discussions were far more convenient to work with as these learners

participated well (Cohen et al., 1994: 288).

Learners in the focus groups admitted that their schools experienced drug abuse

problems among learners. This has also been shown in the table below where school

A, B, and C indicated that dagga use followed by cigarettes was more prevalent than

any type of drugs abused by learners; while school D indicated that the school did not

have learner drug-related problems.

Table 14: The number of learners who mentioned different types of drugs used by

drug users and abusers in schools

LEARNERS’ FOCUS GROUPS (LFG) TYPES OF DRUGS NO. = OF
LEARNERS
A Dagga and cigarettes 2
B Dagga 2
C Cigarettes, Wit and |3
tablets
D No drug related | O
problems
TOTAL 7

The above table shows that the use of cigarettes and dagga by learners is more

prevalent and, besides calling it dagga, they also call it ‘wit' as indicated by LFG C

above. There was an indication that cigarettes and dagga are mixed by some learners.

77



Two learners from LFG A, 2 learners from LFG B, and 3 learners from LFG C
indicated that dagga was more prevalenf among schools than any other type of drug.
The 2 learners from LFG D did not find drug related problems in their school. The total
number of learners who indicated that‘dagga and cigarettes were prevalent among
learners was 5 and 7 learners mentioned dagga as prevalent ambng learners. All the
7 learners call it ‘wit’. Three learners mentioned tablets as being used by I‘earners, and
2 learners from the Junior Primary school mentionedv no drug related problems in their

“school.

During the focus groups discussion sessions, all the participants described male
learners as the worst drug abusers. While o.ne_ gfoup stated that learners who have
drug related problems do not respect the educators; do not perform well in certain
learning areas; misbehave; and do not accept béing disciplined. Almost, all groups
agreed tyhat not all these learners come from poor families. Some of them came from
well to do families which concurs with the study of Unit 15, mentioned in previous
chapters, where some learners who used and abused drugs were from well to do

families (Mabindla, 2007: 41).

LFG B: ..."they are very dirty at school, put on caps and call their attire ‘stragela’; their
(anguage is totally different from othe_r learners; are known by their walks and styles”.
The implication is that learners who use and abuse drugs do not like wearing school
“uniform like other learners. They prefer wearing clothes that would make them appear

different from other learners.

LFG C: “...identified a learner who started smoking dagga, boss, (the strongest drug
as described by participants) and cigarettes shortly after the death of his father; he
says that smoking makes him to forget about the loss”. The said learner as mentioned

by the group used to be brilliant in class but his standard dropped. One learner said, “/
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believe that it's because of drug use”. When asked what ‘boss’ was they just said that

it is the strongest drug they have ever heard about.

- All- the groups indicated that every time a drﬁg user gets into the classroom, after
having gone to the toilets, the smell of dagga fills the classroom. The smell affected
mostly females. Males see drug users almost every day smoking dagga and cigarettes .
in the toilets. These LFGé mentioned that the house next to their sc;hool usually keeps

drugs for drug users as they smoke there and mix dagga with cigarettes in the house.

LFG C: “We notice as learners. They tell other learners about smoking. They show

them their hands to smell and boast about smoking and types of drugs”.

During the LFG learners indicated that parents of the drug abusers were often called
to visit the school and ordered to speak to their children but it had been noticed that
there are parents who were worried about the extent of drug abuse among their
children. Some parents did not know what to do about this drug use and abuse
problem as their children had become more addicted ‘a'nd bully them in their homes.
The researcher discovered that most parents whose children used and abused drugs

could not control them.

What also came out of the LFGs was that some parents were unaware that there was
a 'drug problem until they visited the school or become curious after noticing that a
learner was not attending school. The Learners in the LFGs also mentioned that other
parents do get invited to schools for mass meetings to discuss drug related issues

such as involving the police.

From the LFGs groups’ responses, a number of parents would hear for the first time in
the mass meetings that their children have been sent home as a result of drug related

problems. It is at these mass meetings when educators would inform parents that
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their children had been sent home to call their parents since they were discovered
using or abusing drugs at school. Some learners would just stay away from school
instead of inviting their parent to the school, and continue using and abusing drugs in

the township.

LFG A indicated that their former principal expelled one learner because of abusing

drugs at school. |

Other LFGs stated that no learners have been expelled for drug abuse in their
schools. The problem is that when a learner is sent home to call a parent some
learners will never come back and continue to say that they have been expelled even

if it is not the case.
Sometimes the police were called and searched all learners in their classrooms.

LFG A mentioned that there were police»searches in their school but nothing was
found, but LFG B indicated that when police searched dagga was found; they also
mentioned that when drug abusers noticed that there were searches dagga and

cigarettes were thrown through the windows.

When police searched LFG:C’s school in 2007 no drugs were found as they were also
specifically checking for learners with RNB tattoos Which are regarded as a sign of
gang membership in the 26s (which means robbing of mdney) or 28s which means
violence, rape, or burglary. Most of the learners were absent and drug addicts did not
go for smoking since the coming of police was announced, as a result LFG C wished

that next time police searches would be unannounced.

LFG C expressed their hope that learners with drug related problems may be caught

and be taught a lesson, and maybe some of them would seek and accept assistance
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for their addiction. These learners also mentioned that in their school learners carry
weapons and recently a learner was stabbed by a high school learner who arrived
during break. This is possible because the school gates are not locked and learners
easily go out and come in. LFGs A, B and C knew nothing of the Department of
Education (DoE) assistance regarding drug abuse in their schools. All the groups
knew nothing about a school social worker for drug abusers’ assistance they knew
only that a social worker assists when they apply for_governmental grants this was
especially the case with LFG C. Each school, however, does have an educator who
agts as a school counselor. When they have problems they speak to the educator and
explain fhe nature of their problem and they get relevant assistance. Sometimes the
~ educator would seek a second opinion from other educators without mentioning

learners’ names and the school principal is always involved until the problem is solved.

Table 15: Data of learners caught using drugs at schools as indicated by LFGs during

the interviews

SCHOOL FEMALES MALES GRADE PERCENT
A 40 (5 %) 280 (35 %) | 8-9 320 (40 %)
B 3 (0.4 %) 17 (2.2 %) 8-9 20 (2.5 %)
c 0 3 7 3 (1%)
D 0 |0 0 0

The above table indicates the extent of drug abuse in the Mdantsane Township, in
terms of gender and grade. What the educators and learners found, as indicated by
the table above, suggests that more males than female learners abuse drugs from

grade 7 to grade 9. The grade and total number per school with percent is indicated.
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School A is found to have more learners that abuse drugs, followed by school B,

school C has less drug abusers and school D has no drug related problems.

| Educators’ interviews were done individually. Both School Management Team
Educators (SMTE) and Life Skills Educators (LSE) A, B, and C agreed that there are
drug related probléms in their schools among Iearnere but SMTE D and LSE D said
that there were no problems and explained further that their learners are still very
young in their school, however they admitted that drug abuse could go unnoticed. lt is
so surprising that, although SMTE D and LSE D were certain that their school had no
drug problems due to their learners, young age SMTE D stated that “No drug abuse
problems our learners are too young, unless Grade 4s”. The point of this argument is
that educators believe that young learners cannot do drugs. The researcher is of the
opinion that concentrating on the age of Iear_ners parents and educators noticing
learners’ drug abuse. This implies that educators, learnefs and parents must be taught
how to identify drug abuse symptoms from children and not look only at learners’ age.
This statement concurs with SANCA’'s (2006: 5) findings where learners were

mentioned using drugs as young as 7 years old.

School Management Team Educator (SMTE) and Life Skills Educator (LSE) A, B and
C also agreed about the use of dagga by learners and mentioned more drugs not

mentioned by learners like cocaine and mandrax.

School Governing Body members were also interviewed separately and SGB A, B

and C agreed that there are drug problems among learners in their schools. .

These participants were concerned about the future of their children and indicated that
they needed urgent intervention of all stakeholders including learners themselves,
parents, police, correctional services, social workers, health professionals and

educators.
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SGB A: “Yes, one learner was drunk last week in the examination room and this
affected the whole exam”. This shows that when problems arise in schools SGB

members are called for decision making together with educators and learner’s parents.

SGB B showed a lot of concern and stated that,”We need assistance our educators
and other learners’ lives are in danger, the way drugs affect the learners’ behaviour at

school”.

SGB B: “An educator may try to speak to drug addict and at the end be shot dead by
‘these learners; they fear nobody, no parent, no educatof and no police. It is worse
with schools next to police stations.” These learners afe mentiqned by the SGB B as
not wearing uniform and instead of black school shoes they wear takkies..The types of
drugs mentioned by SGB A and B were dagga, mandrax, alcohol and tablets; these

are sold by learners to other learners at school.

SGB C was so reluctant to speak during the interview claiming to be new in the school
and working in town and also not Close to learners, “...in this one, my school? | have
not heard or seen or met anything like drugs being used by learners”. The researcher
tried to be patient with her and used probing questions to get the information. “Only
the learners who go out during break to buy and smoke cigarettes at the house next to
our school but they do not bring thém to school”. When asked about the types of
drugs used by learners she said, “Tobacco, cigarettes and not drugs. | cannot say they
buy drugs because the house sells only tobacco or cigarettes. | do not know if drugs
are also sold besides cigareftes in the house next to the school”. The researcher
noticed that some parents did not regard cigarettes or tobacco as drugs and saw
nothing wrong with learners smoking during their break time as long as they were

- outside the school yard. This is the house learners talked about previously stating that
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drug users in their school keep their drugs in this house as they mix boxer or

cigarettes with their dagga during break time.

With SGBs it was noticed that not all drvug useré are uanlIy, SGB A: “disciplined
Iearnérs are found using drugs too, some are unidentified”. SGB D explained that at
their school there are no drug related probléms among learners but there are school
learners who use and abuse drugs in the same area and these Iearners are 13 years
old. The solution they bhave for learners, who»can be found ﬁsing drugs in their school,
as théy have 13 year old learners in their junior primary school, is to talk with those
learners and report them to their parénts immediately. For extreme cases they would

involve the Department of Education.

SMTEs, LSEs and SGBs agreed that their curriculum should include drug education
and the dangers of drug abuse, how‘drugs modify one’s behaviour, effects of drug
abuse and drugs as a cause of violence. They also teach causes of drug abuse and

types of drugs among learners.

LSE C: “We call social workers and Department of Health to come and educate our
learners about drug abuse. We as educators concentrate on dangers of tobacco as
they start with cigarettes before proceeding to hard drugs and we give them
assignments in Life Orientation”. LSE C is a Grade 5 educator. The above educatdr’s
statement states clearly how educators try to make their learners aware of drugs and

how to abstain from drugs.

An interview was also done with a social worker. The social worker also supported the
above statements about learner drug abuse and the types of drugs mentioned were

alcohol, dagga and mandrax.
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SW: “Educators are working with learners and they identify learners themselves but
there is no cooperation; for example, most of the parents do not respond to educators’
call and cases that are reported are extreme caées; few cases are voluntarily reported
and our service is free; learners who use dfugs have'broblems at home with their
parents; some séek attention; lack of support among parents for their children; ofhers ’

are in denial on certain matters that affect them and vopt for drugs.

The social worker also explained that they get 1 Iearner per school and have less than
5 learners per year although the schools are full of learners' using and abusing drugs
because they can do nothing unless an educator/parent brings the child} to them. “That
is why we arrange awareness so that people can refer learners to social workers”. The
researcher noticed that the SW is making a call for learners to be referred to them
before all this gets out of hand, before learners dropout of school. With regard to the
question of males or females the SW explained that, they had never worked with
females but just observed them using all sorts of drugs in the neighborhood. “The
learners who are called clients under therapy use drugs almost every day as they are
addicted too much, some learners laugh too m_uch and some drugs stimulate them
sexually”. The researcher discovered that maybe that is why the HIV/AIDS rate is so
high among learners. The SW wished that something more could be done because
the problem is escalating. “We have dropouts already that are very young, they leave
their homes as they look for qui_ck cash to buy drugs. Educators and parents need to
work together With all the stékeholders like social workers, correctional services,
police, health, education, and we need dedicated people who will show up when
needed to be part of our forum, ‘Campaign against drug abuse in schools and
communities’ ”. They also have a programme for those learners who nevér used drugs
and who pledge abstinence to drugs as well as programmes to keep them occupied in
order to avoid drugs, they are called Teenagers Against Drug Abuse (TADA). The

advéntage of joining TADA is to encourage those learners who are not using or
85



abusing drugs to continuously stay away from drugs and teach other learners to say
‘No’ to drugs. Those who have drug related problems are encouraged to come for
assistance although drug users’ programmes are separated from TADA’s

programmes.

In the interview with the Department of Education official (DoE), the official agreed that
they have drug related problems’ at schools. Dagga, alcohol and cigarettes were
mentioned again as commonly used by learners and mostly coming from child-headed

homes.

_The DoE mentioned thét there was a problem in one school where Ieavrners stabbed
each other, but was solvéd. Parents and SGB members were called to the school. The
department was there counseling learners after the incident. The stabbed learner was
taken to hospital, and the other one taken by the police who were called by educators.
It was discovered by the police that the learner was underage and was released to be
under parental care. The school suspended the child for a week and when he returned
"back he was given certain tasks at school which he finished well. The DoE
encourages random checks by police at schools and advises educators to work

together with parents and refer learners with drug related problems to social workers.

DoE: “As the DoE our schools have life orientation as a compulsory learning area
where drug abuse is included and types, causes, effects/consequences of drug abuse

in one’s health general and specifically at schools are covered”.

The DoE also explained further that the drug abuse poli'cy is available in all schools
and learners get it in the form of a learner code conduct which clearly states that
“Genuine suspicion of drug abuse, police' and doctors in hospitals are used and
learner’s found with drugs must bring their parents to school and SGB members DoE

work together with educators in this regard”.
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4.4 What is the extent of drug abuse amongst the various age groups?

LFG A describe the age of drug abusers as ranging from 15-18 years, LFG B
| mentioned 14-18 and 15-18 years. School C is a primary school, but LFG C indicated
that the age of drug abusers ranged between 11-14 yeérs. Responses from LFG D
were that their school, since it is a junior primary school, with the age of learners
ranging between 6-10 and with classes from grades R to 4, had no drug related .
problem. LFGs also mentioned that drug abusers use drugs everyday in their schools,
but especially on Ffidays. LFG B: “They panic if they did n‘ot smoke” so that is why B
they smoke daily. LFG also mentioned that the number of d’rug users is increasing,
and drug users are boasting about drugs and seemihgly recruiting other learners. This
implies that the number of drug users is increasing because, according to LFG B',
“Grade 8s are easily influenced and in grade 8 there are more or less 20 learners

ébusing drugs”.

SMTEs, LSEs, SGBs and DoE, all respondents agreed that the age of drug abusers
ranged between 14 and 17. They all agreed that the number of drug users is
increasing and they use drugs every day. Although LSE C was not suré about how
often drug users use drugs at school and SGB C stressed that they are seen almost

every day smoking in the house nearby.

LSE A stated that “Learners are found using and abusing drugs excessively in
January and July when they come either from the initiation school or from the festive
season. During this period we find it difficult to handle them as there are alsé fights
between those who were circumcised in hospital or instructed by the church and those

who were circumcised in the traditional manner.
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The researcher discovered that since some learners go to the circumcision school at
the early age of 12, they tend to have access to all sorts of drugs, especially alcohol. It - |

is at this stage that addiction to drugs is likely to occur.
4.5 Is it more school boys or school girls who use drugs in schools?

LFGs confirmed that drug use and abuse is more prevalent among male learners than
female learners. The social worker also stated that female learners are often seen

abusing alcohol and drugs in the streets although only males are often assisted.

SMTEs, LSEs and SGBvs also responded that more male learners than female
learners abused drugs. While SGB A stated that: “gir/s cheat, go to shebeens and also
Iéugh at those who do not go to shebeens”. This suggests that, while more male
Iearnérs abuse drugs, female learners also abuse drugs although the number of

female drug abusers is less.

SGB B: “Males and females use and abuse drugs although there are more males than

females”.

LSE A: “Males and females use and abuse drugs although more males are caught

than females”.
SW: “Males, only males are reported so far”.

SW: “It is not males only many female learners are observed using and abusing drugs

in the community especially alcohol but we work on what has been reported to us”.

The above reports indicate that both male and female learners use and abuse drugs,

but drug use and abuse are more prevalent among male learners. This could be
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attributed to stereotypes where males cannot do certain chores at home and are

always found hanging around.

SGB D stated that: “learners must be kept busy all the time, the child must not be free
too much, mostly learners who use and abuse drugs are learners who are not busy

who play all day and that is wrong”.

DoE: “Male learners are found under the influence of drugs in schools". About
increasing or decreasing number of drug abusers the DoE was not sure but was sure
that there are no extreme cases in their schools and as a department they try to assist

when there is a problem.

4.6 What do learners, students, educators, parents and the Department of
Education perceive as the main socio-economic causes of drug abuse among

learners in schools?

When LFGs were asked about the reasons why these learners abuse drugs they said
that: LFG A: “they are imitating friends; cooling down stress; these learners are
moneyed; their parents using drugs too/ selling drugs; have background problems”,
LFG B: “Curiosity, they want to know how they Would feel after they used dagga. They
séy they become clever but that is not so instead they become more hyper that means
they talk a lot and more often out of topic discussed”. LFG C: “They feel neglected by
their parents vwhen they ask for something and do not get it; some parents do not care
for their children; feel relaxed; fears go away, worries vanish also. The other one was

left with a gun by the father who passed away. They need counseling | think so”,

These participants emphasized that drug users and abusers use drugs because they
want to fit into a group; peer pressure; social problem ; neglect; their neighborhood

has a lot of drugs that are easily accessible; exposure to drugs as most learners’
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parents sell alcohol and many adults use and abuse drugs in front of their children;
seeking attention. SGB A: “Most of the learners are scared of examination papers so
they decide to use drugs and females use and abuse tablets for slimming'purposes as

they want to be slender in shape”.

LFGs replied to 'questions which investigated the socio-economic background.of the
learners who used and abused drugs. LFG C: “Some of them they work but others’v
are not working. One parent sells cigarettes; one works at casino, the other’s father is
a taxi man and moth.er' lives elsewhere selling alcohol. Their parents’ works are taxiv
man, CaSino, Shebeens, work come late home. Unable to supervise their children’s
- school tasks, learners are free to roam around and use all types of drugs. They do not
do assignments and homework and threaten others at school as they want to copy
homework the following day. Other learners live with both biological parents and .
‘parents cannot hélp it when they go out and do as they wish as they are out of
control”. Both LFG A and C agreed that a certain lady in the neighborhood is known

for selling drugs.

LFG B: “They are friends with drug lords. Steal other learner’s expenSive scientific

calculators and sell them”.

LFG C: “They save lunch money to buy drugs. They do not care about food. Others
steal other learners’ belongings like pens and sell those to their owners and demand

for money and warn desk mates to keep quiet”.

SMTEs and LSEs noticed that learners mostly stay with grandparents or single
parents. Some work as domestic workers, babysitters, or pensioners who cannot

attend to learners’ probléms at school.
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LSE C: “Grannies, most of our learners are neglected by their sort of young parents
who run away from home With grants they receive from the government and leave
their children with old people. Most of these young parenté stay with boyfriends where
they cannot bring their own children to. In the meantime children are suffering because
no old age can be able to handle and be alert for Ieérners of this age it is -when they
become hooked fto drugs. And when educators ask for a parent to come to school it is
difficult for the granny to come and attend to the learner’ froubles same applies to the
learner s/he cannot go to his/her mother’s boyfriend’s place to CaI[ his/her mother”.
This implies that other learners easily become dropouts because the biological parent

distances himself or herself from the child’s demands.

SGB C: “With their parents, others with grannies, others live alone in child headed
homes where the parents work in town and come home end of the week or end of the

month”.

The researcher noticed that many learners with drug related problems in Mdantsane
Township schools have parents who do not take responsibility for their children. Some
of these learners overpower their parents as they are single, young pérents, and some
learners come from child-headed homes due to the death of a parent or the 'parent
working outside of the township. It became clear that many parents do not attend
school meetings, or check the learners’ progress. They onyly visit the schools when
invited by educatoré or when there is a problem. During this study it was mentioned
several times by the participants that learners fear no one, even police, and most of

the parents cannot manage or control their children.

DoE: “Mostly we have learners from child headed homes where there is no adult
supervision and these places are where drug abusers also stay and abuse drugs and

mostly when they bunk school they target these homes for staying”.
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Although these schools are in the same area, LFG D, SGB D, SMTE D, and LSE D

had never encountered drug related problems in their school.

The above information makes the researcher to draw that conclusion that socio--
- economic factors do put the lives of learners at stake. If nothing is done to save them,
the researcher stresses that this is urgent, they would fall as prey to drug abuse. One
would ask how does learning happen, how do educators survive? This may be the
reason why learners fail to meet their academic potential and may educators are
leaving the classroom. The researcher is of the opinion that educators, parents,
'guardians, and fostering and adopting parents must be equipped with more

knowledge to be able to prevent learners from starting using drugs.
Summary

Chapter four provided the reader with data analysis and- interpretation. In Section 2.2.1
Albert Bandura's Social Cognitive Learning Theory, The Parents as Role Models
Theory, Genetic Disease Theory and The Learning and Peer Influence Theory, all
suggest that young people tend to be influenced by the actions of adults especially
their parents, educators or peers and this was also the perceptions of educators and -

learners as well as the Department of Education.

The analysis of biographical data of learners was provided. A clear picture of learners’
use and abuse of drugs in Mdahtsane Township schools was presented and also how

parents, learners and educators need urgent assistance to this regard.
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CHAPTER FIVE
DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS
5.1 Introduction -

The chapter will discuss the findings that were obtained during interviews. The effects
of drug abuse, as well as causes, also be discussed as a concluding section in this

chapter.
5.2 Types of drugs used and abused

In Section 4.3 the nature and‘type of drugs considered to be readivly available to
learners in schools‘are discussed. One of the main findings of this research is that
learners use different types of drugs and that the nature of drugs used is a
combihation of dagga and cigarettes, cigarettes and tablets as well as dagga also
known as ‘wit’. Almost all participants indicated that they would wish that learners with
drug-related problems should be caught and be taught a lesson, and maybe some of

them would seek assistance for their addiction.

The discussion in Section 4.4 led the researcher to an understanding of the extent of
drug abuse among the various age groups. The main findings of this research study
described the age group of drug abusers as ranging from 14 to 18 years at secondary
school level, and as early as 11 to 14 years in prirﬁary schools.. One of the interesting
findings of the researcher was that since some of the learners go to the circumcision
school at the early age of 12 years, they tend to have access to all sorts of drugs,

especially alcohol. It is at this stage that addiction to drugs is likely to oceur.

In Section 4.5 the question of whether more school boys or more school girls was

discussed. Almost all the participants indicated that it is more school boys than school
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girls who use drugs in schools. This, therefore, suggests that while more male

learners abuse drugs, the number of female drug abusers is less.

In Section 4.6, the perceptions of learners, students, educators, 'parents and the
Department of Education, in relation to the main socio-economic causes Qf drug abuse
among learners in school was discussed. The main finding from the learners was that
learners tend to imitate friends as well as their parents who use or sell drugs. Other
learners indicated peer pressure and also neglect by their parents. Some of the
Ieérhers’ responses were that learners who use and abuse drugs. have pafents that

are either not working or are employed in a low —paying job.

Educators, on the other hand, indicated that it was mostly learners who stayed with
grandparents during the day when parents are at work tending_td have drug related

" problems.

The Department of Education, over and above this, also identified learners from child-
headed homes, where there was no adult supervision, as one of the causes of drug

abuse.

The above findings can also be summarized by the Parents as Role Model Theory, as
well as Bandura’s Cognitive Learning Theory which suggest that young people tend to
be influenced by the actions of adults, and the socio-economic situation that they find

themselves in.
5.3 The effects of drugs used and abused by learners

The effects of drug use and abuse among learners was mentioned in chapter two by

most scholars, as well as the participants in the present study in chapter four. The
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findings of these studies showed that drug use and abuse has negative and

dangerous effects on learners’ health, studies and socialization.
5.3.1 Health

Rape, early pregnancy and prostitution were identified as being linked to drug abuse
by Peterson, (2009: 5); Joubert, .(1999: 1); and Focus on the Family, (2000: 5.21).
Early pregnancy and HIV/AIDS were also discovered by Peterson, (2009: 5); Joubert,
(1999: 1) and Focus on the family, 2000: 5.21) among drug users and abusers. The
Social Worker in the present study mentioned that drugs stimulate these learners
sexually and they may engage in unprotected sexual behaviors. This researcher
believes that drug abuse may be the cause of the rise on HIV/AIDS which had been
discovered to be common among learneré less than twenty years. The diet of drug
abusers, is also a cause for concern as leamers in the interviews mentioned, one said
that “what is important to him is smoking more than eating” and all other males were
never mentioned'as eating but rather just rush out to smoke. It is clear from the above
statements that these learners’ health will be affected in future, as they preferred

drugs to food.

The social worker explained that the learners who were her clients used drugs daily
due to the fact that they were addicted to them. This is in line with Betancourt and
Herrera’'s (2006: 16) Mthatha findings that learners in three Mthatha High schools
were addicted to drugs as 11% of them needed a drink in the morning (drink is
alcohol). Again the problem mentioned in the present study by the Social worker that
these clients are sexually stimulated by drugs concurs with Betancourt and Herrera’s
(2006: 16) findings that learners who were drug abusers raped gifls and other abuéers
became rape victims. This is also in line with Focus on the family’'s (2000: 5.21)

findings where it was stated that more sexual decisions taken under the influence of
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alcohol and drugs result in unplanned pregnancies and the spread of HIV/AIDS. This
is a clear indication that drugs put learners’ lives at stake as no clear decisions one
can make under the influence of drugs. Another study by Fuzile (2009: 1) was about
mandrax, cocaine and dagga found in Ginsberg in a resident's house who used
learners to sell drugs is in line with the present study where the same drugs had been
mentioned as being abused by learners. Mayatula and Mavundla, as cited by WHQ
(2006: 29), believe that alcohol causes excessive bleeding which can lead to death
especially to the Qnder aged initiates (12 year olds). 1t has been reported by
-educators in this study that learners who are from the initiation school use and' abuse
d_rugs and home-brewed alcohol which is very dangerous (Mayatula and Mavundia as.
cited by WHO, 2006: 30). As Bhana (2006: 129) mentioned drug abuse as among a
rangevof learner health problems. The researcher states that‘more risky behaviors
occur when learners are under the influence of drugs. These are the risky behaviors

mentioned by (Bhana, 2006: 129)

HIV/AIDS, sexually transmitted infections (STIs), unwanted pregnancies,
pregnancy related complications, prostitution, gender-based violence,

sexual abuse and unnecessary accidents

The researcher concludes that the majority of these health problems, mostly believed
to be caused by drug use and abuse, place learners’ holistic development that is
physical, emotional, intellectual, social and ethical in danger (Focus on the family,

2000: 2.7).
5.3.2 Studies

Dennis’ (2001: 1) mention of drugs as damaging organs in the body and lapses of
memory is relevant to what LFGs mentioned about a boy whose performance in his

studies had dropped due to the use and abuse of drugs. The same applies where
96



learners are being threatened to give drug abusers their books to copy assignments
and homework. This indicates that drug abusers cannot concentrate on their studies
and so they will always fall behind or perform weak and poorly at school because their

mind and body is overloaded with drugs.

It has been noticed that the performance of one of the male learners who used and
abused drugs deteriorated. The LFG C suspected drugs as the cause and suggested
that this Vlearner needs counseling. This is in line with Pama’s (2008) findihgs that
drugs affec-t’the learning or learners’ and their life as a whole. Betancourt and Herrera
(2006:. 16) concur with the study’s findings as they discovered that 11% of learners

failed examinations because of their drinking habits.
'5.3.3 Socialization

Learners who are under the inﬂuence of drugs find themselves fighting with
classmates, siblings, educators and parents, as well as stealing and hurting sélf and
others as mentioned by both the studies in Chapter two (SANCA, 2006: 5) and in
Chapter 4 where learners mentioned that they are not happy with the dagga smelling
when drug abusers return from the toilets, it is not a pIeaSant atmosphere in class as
they demand other Iearn'ers’ money to buy drugs and want to copy homework. SANCA
(2006: 5); Khweshe (2007: 3); and Preller (2008: 34) indicated that drug abusers are
causing problems, for instance SANCA (2006: 5) reported that learners who are drug
abusers cause violence among other learners. Primary and secondary school learners
in the present study complained that their belongings are stolen and sold to them
again. Desk mates were forced to keep quiet. Khweshe (2007: 3) noticed that learners
engaged in theft in order to buy drugs, and Preller (2008: 34) highlighted that dealers
wQuld accept any item as currency in exchange for drugs, so that is why calculators,

pens, and books went missing in schools and even at home.
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5.4 Causes of drug abuse among learners

As discussed in Chapter two, as well as by the participants in the present study in
Chapter four, it has been discovered that the causes of drug abuse amohg learners

are as follows:
5.4.1 Availability of drugs

A study by Mabindla (2007: 41) indicates that learners in MdanAtsane Township, Unit
15, mentioned that adults give drugs'to be sold by learners at school and learners also
spend their time at shebeens. In the present study participants indicated fhat drugs
weré sold by a certain lady next to the schools. The SGB and educators explained that
drugs were always available especially during Januafy and July months when these
learners returned from initiation school. Most studies found that drugs are available
among Mdantsane Township learners as learners were caught repeatedly with drugs
at school, especially learners from Grade 11 (Mati & Feni, 2004: 2; Geofge,’ 2007: 4).
In the present study learners from Grades 8 and 9 were commonly reported to be
using drugs and many learners were reported throwing drugs through the windows
when police visited and searched learners in classes. The above statements indicate

the availability of drugs among learners and our society at large.
5.4.2 Experimentation, boredom and curiosity

Studies by Knox (1989: 44); Rocha-Silva (1989: 28); and Searll (1989: 55) indicated
- that experimentation and curiosity, where learners like to test things and they want to
see for themselves what will happen if they test or taste drugs was a major cause of
drug abuse. This concurs with the interviews conducted where the participants
explained that learners want to knoW how they would feel after using dagga, and they

also believe that dagga made them clever, although other learners noticed them to be
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hyperactive (Page 82). The researcher is of the opinion that this experimentation
happens easily where there are adults using o abusing drugs although they live with
children. The SGB D in the present study mentioned that learners must be kept busy
all the time; parents also must know the whereabouts of their children and engage
-~ them in constructive activities and this is in line with Fourie's statement as cited in
Hewana (1996:30) where drug users and abusers were discovered to be those
learners who do not engage themselves in sport or other extra- curricular activities.
The researcher believes andk trusts that fhis will assist learners to refrain from hanging

around and trying drugs.
5.4.3 Peer.pressure

Peer pressure was mentioned repeatedly in Chapter two (Searll, 1989: 55). It was
established that learners will do anything to please friends and to be accepted in a
group. This was revealed by the participants in this study who stated that the number
of drug users was increasing as drug users seemed to be recruiting other learners by
boasting and Saying thét dagga makes them clever. In the present study participants
also mentioned that at the school gates r)refects acted as guards, although the same

prefects were bullied and recruited to drug abuse by drug abusers.
5.4.4 Poverty

In the previous chapters it was mentioned that learners sold drugs at school for older
people, this indicates that they got income to eat at home. Searll (1989: 41) stated that
learners are not charged for drug abuse éven if they are caught. According to the
participants in this study they are sent home under the supervision of a parent and the
school suspends the learner or gives him tasks at school to perform. Also a study

about drug abuse in Unit 15 of Mdantsane Township mentioned that older people who
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sent learners to sell drugs at schools had connections with police who would release a

learner found with drugs with ease (Mabindla, 2007: 41).
5.4.5 Culture

In the present study educators mentioned that learners often use and abuse drugs-
after initiation school. This is common during January and July when they return to
school. To these initiates, the use and abuse of drugs, especially tobacco and alcohol,

is considered as part of acceptable cultural practice.

" Pama (2008: 36) claimed that culture causes learners to use and abuse alcohol and
drugs during weddings, birthdéy parties and initiation school. In their study about male
circumcision policy, conducted in the East_erh Capé Province, Mayatula and Mavundla,'
as cited by WHO (2006: 29), stated that the uée of alcohol and other drugs by initiates
represent danger whether used before or after the procedure. Alcohol and other drugs
were found to be used by initiates to alleviate pain during initiation and in celebrating
after graduating (Mayatula & Mavundla as cited by WHO, 2006: 29). The researcheris
of the opinion that the adults who celebrate initiates’ graduation using alcohol are also
responsible to point out the importance of culture and who must use and must not use
alcohdl. This is the time to give the young initiates instructions about ‘ubuntu’ and
‘ubudoda’ (manhood), but seemingly some learners, instead of learning the proper

cultural norms and values, choose to indulge in alcohol and drug abuse.
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SUMMARY

Findings that were obtained during the interviews were discussed. It was found that
learners in Mdantsane Township schools use various types of drugs. The negative |

effects of drugs on learners’ health, studies and socialization were discovered.

Chapter six will consist of a summary, conclusion and recommendations.
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CHAPTER SIX
SUMMARY, CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS
6.1 Introduction

This chapter provi'des a summary, conclusion, and recommendations of the study.
Suggestions for future research will be provided, as well as recommendations on how

drug use and abuse can be prevented.
6.2 Summary of the previous chapters

Chapter one provided an in’rroduct.ion to trre study and the background of the
Mdantsane Township where the study was conducted. The interest of the researcher
was triggered by the high levels of drug use and abuse in Mdantsane Township
schools and the high rate of learner dropout, which the researcher believes is caused

by drug abuse in schools.

Chapter two reviewed what the researchers say about use and abuse of drugs among

learners.

In chapter three, the layout of how the empirical research study was conducted, was

discussed. Qualitative research was used.

Chapter four was the analysis and interpretation of the data collected by the

researcher.

The fifth chapter consisted of the discussion of the findings of the present study in
comparison with the information in the literature review. The types of drugs which
learners were discovered using and abusing; effects of drugs in learners’ lives; and the

causes of drug use and abuse by learners were diseussed.
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6.3Research Questions

6.3.1 What is the nature and type of drugs do you consider readily available to

learners in schools?
Conclusions

Learners, paren’ts, educators, the Department of Education official and the social
worker concluded that learners use and abuse drugs in schools. The nature and type
of 'drugs that were mentioned as readily available were dagga, cigarettes, aI'cohoI,

mandrax, cocaine and slimming/sleeping tablets. (See page 84)
Recommendations

Learners must be monitored all the time at school and at home, no parent should relax

when she or he does not know the child’s whereabouts.

6.3.2 What is the extent of drug abuse amongst the various age groups?
Conclusion

It was discovered that learners in the junior primary school do not use drugs, although
some were as old as 13 years. In the senior primary school, 13-14 year old learners
were found to be using and abusing drugs and in the high schools there were 14-18

year olds that were found to be using and abusing drugs. (See page 87- 88)
Recommendations

Learners’ ages should be monitored, for instance no thirteen year old is supposed to
be in a junior primary school; a thirteen year old should be doing grade 7 in a senior
primary school. With big difference in age learners are easily bullied by older learners

and can be lured by the older learners to use and abuse drugs. A 13 year old can
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easily be engaged in drug abuse when he joins the senior primary school with learners

with drug related problems.

6.3.3 Is it more school girls or school boys who use drugs in schools?
Conclusion

Although more participants agreed that more males use and abuse drugs in schools
the social worker emphasized during interviews that there are few learners referred for
assistan.ce to their department, but there are more female learners that are found
using.and abusing drugs in the neighborhéod. The Social Worker further explained
that whén learners are'referred early to therﬁ they are quickly and easily assisted but
when referred too Iafe they‘ are already addicted to drugs and they easily drop out of
schools and are nowhere to be found for assistance. When these drug abusers leave
échool they often leave their homes as they want no distraction in their drug use and
abuse. The social workers can assist only‘those who accept their services that are
free to all the citizens, and this is very easy when drug users and abusers are still

learners because some educators and thve Department of Education assist.
Recommendations

Learners, parents and educators must be equipped with awareness workshops and be
taught td be able to identify learners who use and abuse drugs. Parents need to
-respond quickly when called by educators at the school. They must aiso know that
there may be no drugs found at home or school but that does not mean that there are |
no drugs or drug abusers. If a learner is from a junior primary or senior primary and is
suspected of drug abuse parents and educators need to report that to the new school

educators. This will assist the learner to be referred andAassisted immediately.
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6.3.4 What do learners, students, educators, parents and the Department of
Educatipn perceive as the main socio-economic causes of drug abuse among

learners in schools?

Conclusion

The main finding from the learners was that learners fend to imitate friends as well as
‘their parents who use or sell drugs. Other learners indicated peer pressure and also
: }neglect by their parents. Some of the learners’ responses were that learners who use
and abuse drugs have parents that are either not working or are employed in a low -

paying job.

Educators, on the other hand, indicated that it was mostly learners who stayed with
grandparents during the day when parents are at work tend to have drug related

problems.

The Department of Education, over and above this, also identified learners from child-
headed homes, where there was no adult supervision, as one of the causes of drug

abuse.
Recommendations .

For those learners who do not have parents, the intervention of the Social Welfare
Department should be sought. Schools should be encouraged to work closely with the
social workers who are situated locally. Neighbours should also assist and report such
cases to the sécial workers immediately because child-headed homes become places

where drugs are kept and abused by learners.

There is proof from the above findings that the learners are found under the influence

of drugs although drugs are not found with them. One would ask why they have to
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leave the school premises every now and again or go to the toilets as a group from
different classes during tuition time. Educators need to attend school and classes
regularly and be strict at school and in class; no learners éhould be left unattended..
With regard to the drugs thrown through the windows the résearcher points out that
educator as the co -parents ‘of these learners need to be trained to.identify learners
Awith drug related problems and how to handle them. The community and parents
especially those serving on the School Governing Body must be trained so that they

know that even a cigarette is a drug.

Police need to take rounds every now and again at schools to check the safety of
learners énd educators without being called by educators. Learners on therapy must
be monitored by all the stake holders so as to prevent dropouts. Serious action must
be taken about what the East London District principals commented on: the belief that
their schools are situated where one .of East London’s most notorious drug lords
operates (Prince, 2008: 4). Similarly even the community let older people sell drugs to
learners and even some learners sell at schools. This is in line with what happened in
Unit 15 of Mdantsane Township, where older people sell drugs and have connection
with some of the police. The researcher suggests that the police should be properly

monitored. (See page 5)

The right to education for all must be monitored all children of school-going age must
be at school and those who are not must be equipped with occupational skills. There
must be more full involvement and empowerment of learr_\ers, educators and parents

with more resources made available by the government.
6.4 Limitations of the study

Drug abuse is a sensitive topic and hence some participants were afraid to state their

views. This happened with one of the SGB members but the researcher tried to be
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tolerant and received the déta she was collecting. The other limitations involved
distance and funding iﬁ that the researcher was self-sponsored and used her own
limited funds for transport during the data collection process. Since these schools are
far awéy from each other, the researcher used only schools that were close to each
other for data collection in this study. Time was also a limitation because the degree
programme has to be completed within a s.hort term only. The fime of the year the
researcher was required to conduct the research was a limitation to the study because
the end of the year is a very busy time. Learners were busy writing examinations and
educators invigilating and marking. Interviews were cancelied every now .and again
dué to the reason that participants were very busy. To be able to complete interviews
the researcher used afternoons and weekend‘s to collect data so as not to distract

participants from their daily routine.
6.5A suggesﬁon for future research

Finally, the researcher hopes that this study will make some contribution to the well-
being of Mdantsane Township learners, their schools and their- communities. The
reéearcher trusts that the findings of this study will encourage other researchers to
investigate the monitoring of implementation of prevention strategies_of drug use and
abuse among Mdantsane Township learners. The researcher also believes that
interviews with identified drug abusers and those referred to therapy will be of vital
importance for future research, and that the building and structuring of the Mdantsane
Township Local Forum Against Drug Abuse which includes all stakeholders such as:
police, correctional services, health, and education to unite will be implemented. This
forum was launched in 2009 and there was a committee selected but as the social
worker reported during the interviews, there was no cooperation, so it was not a

success. The researcher hopes that this forum will be revived soon.
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Another gap which researchers could follow is the identification of the relationship

between chronic delinquency and the frequent use of drugs among adolescents.
SUMMARY

In summary the recomrﬁendations were that: learners should be monitored bothA at
school and at hom}e; learners of the same age should be together, which needs
monitoring on school readiness of each child; learners with drug related problems
must be reported for assistance purposes and parents should respond quickly when
called by educators at school; schools should be encouraged to work together with all

‘'the community stakeholders for the assistance of learners’ challenges.
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8. APPENDICES: ANNEXURE A

University of Fort Hare

Together in Excellence

30 Qctober 2000
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN
Re: Ms, N.P Lupuwana Masters Degree Student

This letier serves to confirm that the above mentioned student is purseing a Master of
Education degree (M.Ed.) at the University of Fort Hare, South Africa. The

titic of her smidy is: Axn Investigation Into the Nature, Exicnt and Causes of Drug
Abuse in Mdantsane Scheols. Her proposal has been accepted by the Faculty Rescarch
and Higher Degree Commiittee and subsequently she has also completed the first three
chapters of her thesis. She is now supposed to collect data and is required to conduct
interviews with School Principals, educators. SGB parents, Departinental Officials and
learners in schools.

T would be graleful if you could allow her to collect data from your schools through
‘interviews. I would like to assure you that any information that will be coliected will
remain confidential and only used for purposes of this study. The student will ensure that
she does not disrupt school activities during the period she will be collecting data.

I thank you for your assistance.

Yours Sincerely

,»4‘ ?r"‘: i }/'{{\,

Pa=n
Professor Almon Shurnba, PhD
M.Ed. & PhD Supervisor
School of Post Graduate Studies )
Faculty of Education, University of Fort Hare
Tel: =27 72 426 8036 (Cell) & +27 (040) 602 2493 (Work)
E-mail: ashumba@ufh.ac.zd
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ANNEXURE B

8 Banbury Road
Winchester Gardens
Amalinda

5247 :

2 November 2009

The District Manager
East London District
Mdantsane

Re: Application for conducting interviews in Mdantsane schools

Dear Sir

| hereby réquest permission to conduct interviews in Mdantsane schools. | am
pursuing a Master of Education degree at the University of Fort Hare. | am also an

educator at Nkululeko Senior Primary School, Unit 1 Mdantsane.

The title of my study is: An Investigation Into the Nature, Extent and Causes of

Drug Abuse in Mdantsane Schools.

| hope that my application will receive your favourable consideration.
Yours faithfully

N.P. Lupuwana (Miss)
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ANNEXURE C

gl Province ofthe - .

kel EASTERM CAPE
DEPARTMENT OF EDVUCATION
EAST LONDON DISTRICT

ADr. W Rubesana Buiiting * NU 1 #denisane* Privale 8ap X0007 * East London * 5200 " REPUBLIC OF SCRITH
AFRICA* Tol: +27 ()43 708 6208 Fene +27 {0)43 T0 0545 Wabsits: soprov.gov.za

Erate. §¢ November 2008

ARttt FTT et Semas EWE s ———. e - i St

kiss N P Lupuwana
B Banbury Road
Winchester Gapdans
AMALINDA

5247

Dear Madam

APPLICATION TO CONDUCT INTERVIEWS In HDAHTSANE SCHOOLS
Permisslon is hereby granted fof you b9 conduct research in Mdantsane schodls In the
fast London Distict for the parpose of fulfiling the recmlremems for a Master of
Eduabon degree at the Liniversity of Fort Hare,

Flease be informed Lhat permissian s only granted provided that school activities are
not disrupted.

e wich you well in your endeavours.

Yours faithfully

1iFage



ANNEXURE D

8 Banbury Road
Winchester Gardens

Amalinda
5247 :
3November 2009
The Principal
Dear Sir/Madam

Re: INTERVIEW REQUEST

| am a Master student registered with the Faculty of Education at the University of Fort
Hare. My study is: An Investigation into the nature, extent and causes of drug

abuse in Mdantsane Township schools.

The research requires that | visit your school to interview the School Management
Team member (SMT), Life Skills/Orientation educator, Learner representative and
School Governing Body member (SGB). A further request is to view the school
documents on Learner Conduct.

| hereby request your permission to visit your schdol to conduct these interviews at
your school.

| hope and trust that this shall be accepted and treated with urgency.
" | thank you in anticipation of a positive response.
Sincerely

Lupuwana, N.P.
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ANNEXURE E

8 Banbury Road

- Winchester Gardens
Amalinda
5247 .
14 November 2009

TO: The Manager

Dept of Social Development
Mdantsane

- 5219

FROM: Miss Lupuwana N.P.

University of Fort Hare M.Ed Student

SUBJECT: REQUEST TO CONDUCT INTERVIEWS WITH SOCIAL WORKERS.
BACKGROUND:

| am a student at the University of Fort Hare, studying Masters of Education and | wish
to interview social worker(s) in connection with drug abuse at Mdantsane schools. My
study is: An Investigation into the Nature, Extent and Causes of Drug Abuse in

Mdantsane ‘schools.

| promise that all the information | get will be treated with confidentiality and is for this

study only. No learners’ / school names will be attached only statistics.
MOTIVATION:

Kindly allow as permission granted will contribute in prevention strategies in the near

 future.
Yours faithfully

Nomthandazo Pauline Lupuwana (Miss)
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ANNEXURE F

R

Eﬁl..ilulih _ I. [ ] klﬁl [ Y lﬁﬁs

iN LTI

In t2ms of the’ South Afrlcan Schrals' Al {BASA), spch schodl must draw up its code of conouet foe
leanners. lf is thercfore againel this backgreund thig Buchuls Taonh:eal High Sthoul hes drawt his catle
of porrduct whith smbraces e valuws.seshrined i this coibntry's coosituon and the SASA and mast
mpartently, mast the unique needs of the schoal. YWa have funher pased thie cade of gonduct in lhﬂ
#ehaale viglon and mlaann

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE. CLASS ATTENDANGE AND PUNG:[Q&:!

(@) The achoo: day statds sbGBhU0 and ends Bt 78h15. Usaroses must be pupetiel.

(&) Leamen MUST curedo echosl sveryday.

(e} Leamaers must ramain ai schodl ‘or the whole of ths prescribed sanghhl of the day.

dy Ho lsarner moy leave ::dmul precnisee without being given permiasion bythe peIRan °
afharesd to oa 5o,

) It & Isarner will be absert of was atsant frm achaol for any partieular achonl dny, the parent

' mﬁo infom the school abmat such abaenes in wrting: tsisphonicetly or pesonally come to

sthaol, ‘

. {fy T = learner was sjck, eppeared I court, had 8 S&blon with a sacial worker sbe. 8 wiktten props 1

fhst effect a.g; the docinr's cerifcats fust be brought to schoal;
Wl A vertanl ageount by @ learnar with regards to hia/her sbaance from schoal will Rot ke acceplac
h} Lsarnata muat attend all clrsbes (o bunking of claseed) and must be punctual,

'BEHAVIOUR TOWARDS OTHER LEARNERS

'Fhe: Following proctoes by lsamers st school are iot allgwed:

18) Lnmthorisad presesswnfstoalng of other lvamsm' property. B.g. maney; books. pens, T-
siUiates gio.

(B Bultying sncdfor timdation of giher lesrners.

(5] Swaaring and bee of vuigar lsngiape sgalnsd other lesrnere.

(h Fightfag with aiother learner or vatadiatng when anciker Iearnes hits you,

(5] Causing phyaichl hwrm of any kind fo another lestner.

6] Sauual hergssment of & itarner by &nolhe,

i Discrimiagting aganst anothar learner on the bapls of, d@nory mhsr things, gerwdet, culture,
sexul afientatlor, physical tssbility, impaient of sny kind, Eeing diffanant fiom the s atc.

© BEMAVIOUR TOWARDS EDUCATORS AND STAFF

The fallawing besaviour owardd the sl e not giowad.

(&) Back ohulting 1 teachers or any stall mendei.

&} Bedng, disraspectiul and cheaky tawngs atatt

ic) Defying ottere qiven by any afed menber.

) Balibersisly misnfenming a staif member by.tetling fias.

18} Unsuthorsed pobeaasion/glaating of any sief mermber's hropsrly,
fy Beiry physiest o attemnpling o ba physics! 1o staff rmmbara.

9
folo
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8.

SCHOOL BUILDINGS. PROPERTY AND GROUNDS.
‘e fotlowing wlth nagards to s.nhonl b.mdmgs. prqpertj' and sr.hool gr:xmd& MM

{5} - Damagging of sohoo! propsity. 6.g, window panes, doors eis.

{by Removingy oF way part of the schaod's preparly 24, doar locks, electric nltlgs ek:.

(c) Littaring of tht sénpal geowhs. )

(U Making of grefiit an he walls, desks s!c.

(o} Urinating or peasing fascas nn the schoct grounde ar amy pace nat dolslgnsd fou tal purpose:

f Urauthorised poaseaston/atesling of Bchood propénty,

(e} . Damaging orkoslng texdoocks andlor any-other eouipment rsaued ipihg laamaﬂs for acadamic
. gz by e lmnm_

Flease note:
Thi parsnt witt b entirely responsible for:

)] fixIng the schaol property damegad. by ks or vor child:

[} replacing say school praperty whlnh has heen unlavduily teken wway from the rthool by
) s of hat atild.

My Replacumant of oat tﬁrl.'.booh.

SCHOOL WORK

{a) Leamem st came o schook with the nec,eauaw Isamlng aiie au-eh B taxibocks, atelionsry,
grawing Instuments, calouslons, ete.

(k) l.aamm arg abliged to perfonn acpdenC tHgke Bw:h a3 c'ﬂns wirks, togts, assignmante sts. an
Urna.

(=3 all lemmers fusl do their Practical Assesoment Tasks {PAT) In Chil Tachnology, Efectrina:
Technology, Englresiing Graghics & Deslgn and Mechanical Tecknology ag their result In.any
af the sbove-rantoned loaming aveas is incompieta whhout this componenl of Sontinuous
Aroeszment (CASS}

SCHQOL, NIFORK AND APPEARANCE

Thase squEmants epply 10 new Inkistes (Amakrwaia as well  Naw hbtetes 2 treated as all other
toamner in the schiol and e pot allcwed b wear thelr haki glothes wian they are at schoo],

(a) Inendiocks and extenslons sz not permilted.

(b} Hair must ba well-combed,

1] Hair nray nal b dyed of Bleached,

1)) Girlg ere pllowed to Ga siraighl-back plading with Lhelr haly. Fancy halr siyles are not ailowad.

{|) Sehool treskauits can be warn on Vednesdays Qniy,

1] Mule leernem o rot elicyeed to wear gatrmps of aoy kind ai Bhool.

i) The pafy type of earnga vhich female lewrnams can wear o knobe. All tther hpes of samag like
pearl or 2y other fency esmings e nol ghovsd a gll.

fh} Hecklotos, bacsiels, paintesd naile, [katicks and make-upe are net pliowsd,

Flzsase note *

'] A ieames who wighos o by 8 Sahsal Tracksuit can conksct the sehonl for mcermnmticr,

i Far vAnter 5eas>un, ine achaot doee have bounios and scanas which vanforr: fo our school

yreifesny, ruat pr b

) Memon {‘.brlmacr. alst form parl of the mehoe! uniform

1i) Leamona are Aot atlowed b wiay caps of hoods In school, -

i The asheal yesarves tha rFight It corfiscele eny of tha following News rI' 'ho:.r afo aol, part of the
. achoclunfonn: BosrNes, Ccaps Jackets, IWEors, s,

L]

e
e
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Uniform:

Sr

10.

11,

Boys (Mole learmars) Girls {Female jearngrs)

{i) Grey Flannal (i} haraon Tunic

(i) While Shét ). Ahie nir

{1 Grey aorks i Gyey Sochks

£y Grey jereey (v} Blay joansy

) Blach Shoms (o fargy skoes stewed) ¥} Black Shams (o feRcy BhoBE aitnwed)
(v}  Marcan tie with grey siripes (oo ner i) (vit  Neroon fie yith orey strineg (o net Gie}
(v  Maman blazar vy  Kdaroon Blazer

{vii}  taman Dhimag i)  Mamon Drimas

{ix} Brach belt {ro big, fancy Huckiag)

CARRYIrE. @ DANQEROLIS W NS T H
(&) Carrying of weepong srch a3 guis, knvas, sharp ohiscts, Fmsepals. wwords owc. by any Isamar
at achool & compledely fordiddum.

(™ Leamers may nnt keop for other lesrners smy <f the {tems Invnkioned @ B {g) above,

{c} Leamars should nol tesss a Bamear carying a veapoh but shoukd rether reporf (hein to the
torekere,

PLEASE NOTE:

Should the sehoot find any af the Jeamers. In pessestian of weapons, THE POLICE WiLL BE CALLED
M5 THE SCHOOL MK ggwrgw

DAGGA AND DTHER (LLEGAL SUBBTAﬂGE

(e} Leamars 8B rof ellowed o -he m presassian any iHzgel drugs ot sthuol ap. dagge, cocaing,
afe,

Y] Mo laseaet may vade b any of the ilegal substnnce inskds the athaol premises.

{e) Learnem ere nol ataved (0 58 within a dletance of ten metras from wheva any of the begal
fulbatspces might be waed by anyons.

PLEASE NCOTE:

Shauld the schml find any of tw [arees in papeessing of any ilagal substancs, _.E_EE_ELLQ,E_‘-.'ﬁLL
BECALLED INTO THE SCHODL [MMEMATELY,

ERS' CONDUCT : SCHOCH. PREMISES

a) ¥ expect all qur lparners o respect e achool uniform by not egaging In ectivitize that will
tent the image of the school whis wearing awr urlform

) Leariens must carduat themselves In 8 proper matiaer I al: wents outside e 3ehool premiaes
that are done Undet the avapices of the schapl, Theee avents inchude the ’uﬂuﬁh}g

(id Mettic farawellz

3] Sports evenie

(iR Exoursions

liv} Educationasl it

¢ Garsar sxhibithane slg,

EXIRA MURAL / CO-CURRICLIL AR SACTIVITIES
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12,

13.

14.

Leattis ars encoueged 1o particlpats hy the sxtra muml ¢ r-l:--r-umr;uiwar and o talong o some
assncetiona In He schood,

(8 The uxira currcular and co-coricutar activities intlude tha fallowicg:

{i} Soccer.
[} Rugby.
(i Netsd
(vt Chalr

{w) Babaing Socielies

fvi) Biudeni Christlan Orgatisatioh (SCOY . o
(viiy  Adhklics. .
(wWiiiy  Cukural Aciivides :

(b¥ We erenurage active invttvement of our leamers i these activities. .
i2) “Lawrners must attend and supnart these acthvities slte and oulside the schodl premizes.

CONDUCT INSIDE THE WORKBI;IQE§

(a) . Loarners muet obay tive n;los that wlil be oufined to tham by their tam:hm with rapards &0 the:
expiitwd conduc ihsde the workahop,

()] Tha learners will be daniad entry Sio the worksheps if there wil be no ana 1o superlss them,

G‘ENERAL RULES AND Bgl‘ﬂglﬂgﬁkﬁﬂl's ,

Y] Honesty is wepected of leamars sl the e, g :

{a)] Learnets hay not hie Mvohied in Bry setivity the wil brmg the school'y name into disrepute,

{eh Pomagrapity is not alkbwed af sphent,

tdy Mo lgamar, may diive or park & motcFleed yatkels on tha echool premiges wiholt & vaisd drivers
licenca and the princlpal's spproval.

s Parants mugt repert $he pregnancy of their childmen o the achool Immediately.

i) Learmers are not aflwsd to being thew ceffphones, hxods, varphones ste to schog!,

g} Tha walkwitnss and steps musl not be ysed By the feamers for Mimg on. They must be ciesr (o
e used forwaking o0 by bl EREINRE and smj"

h} Whin changing caagek, BARLE MUt Wik on ihe front of the ehﬁsmams and neot ekind ra
classroonys,

o The schuwd reswves lhe right @ wonduel rendom searching for waspung and drugs by
employing the saricy of ke pallce.

i) Leemers ame vxpotked to conttibute in fundraising efforts cogenised by the school. The schaol
wil Inform the parents sbout thsss fund reising efforts,

A No smeking by learnera is alinwet in the scivool premisas.

i L=amers Bra rot aliowed tn jump over tha fencs.

{r) Chesgting in 8 cisaa test or examinatlon |5 compsetsy prohibitad,

" GONCLUSION

Wity Ehis code of conduct, we mim to atiain g.wel-managed leaming enviforment in which pmective
siretepies are put in place o reduce the need for diaciplindry messures sigm‘cantry Wa have
mtugoriso., msecondutt by Isarmsrs undsr tha followlng lerws:

Lowel1: Minor vioslation of general clesgraom dizaipine -
Level 2: Minor yiolation of achool code of sonduct

Levet 3: Baripua Viclxkon of suhool code of canduct
Level 4: Very sevlous violatler of school sods of comndust
Luvet 5: Zriming! violafon of school code of canduct

D,

[ark
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The arfiert hus dovelepos dRENRE levals 27 dusling witi mincnadust. T heee Ihaiuds e folorng:

{ yrzal ancior wiien waming
Rahaviodrai cowisaat wlith tha leames
4 Referal to counpallar, sesal wotker 2o,
T Lz gnforcatnem suthodfy involvement [fe calling e poee
&o
&

4

Eloing meniat iasks ke cleaning the tokea

Datenieant aftar school from 14015 it 16009

Suggansin fmm scheal while discpiinery prasetures ane foliowsd
fgeopemendsiion o ihe Departmant of sducaiion fof the lesmers . axpulsion

L%

DECLARATION BY PARENT

whn i2 & tgairar at BUCHULE TECHRICAL MIGH STHODL horaby deram thet | hive read and untiensison sl
the zo)teanie of s code of condust )

| turier achnawledye thel, should my énild velate any par of e Sede of Sonduct, tw schont Faa L oonph by
o mandete of mpueing 4 mdavent *anction sginzt Ny ehild eccaming by fhe sciotls Disniplinary Masstuma,

Shoukd the sehpnl Invite me with regads o o child who has viowiad the Code of Ouncuet, P wil avsil 1nysatt
#2d hice: by all the actiens which the sckanl wlil kg in discipining my <hid,

BRI bry T8 oot vee e iee cecimte s eeeeeee e eeamee e tesne e e pee e nnaim et secens mennae eennee . (TR (iETIRE ARE fumERE)

2] RO < |2 ISP UURPPPPPRRRN (1 -1 {15 SOPRSPPRURRTRPRRRRY | -1 -4

Blease put vour Inftisls 1 each pega 3% weil 33 on achnoetadzament thet you read &

THIS SIGNED CODE OF CONDUGT MUST
BE RETURNED TO SCHOOL.

T
Lo "’f,’/! ’:;-M'.'"_: ; ) A
SRR B %) |
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Ggel

"This code of condu 15 designad fer the scie purpass of epsuring that Stkchulule High Schec is
managed 10 the aarimua benefiyof all stskehwolders in the educational-process ar our schoel. Cur
aim is 10 ensuse that the school envizrenmens is &uup,mu and sonducive to uninrerrupted learning,
This type of eavironmer conld only be te the benefit of our fearness iu the future. With this aim

in pmiad, the following code of conduct is thus sdopted by all-stakeholdsts invelvad in the
funcrioning-of cur schecd.

The Staff

We, acknowledge that we have a responsibility to abidz by the Professional Code of Conduct as
prescribed by the South Afsican Council for Education, ta 'zh-.»lx we ail afiliate.

{On bemj[ o{ :\-: Siaff)

The Schuol Governing Body

1, the Chairman of t)2 Soverning Bedy at Sikiwlule High Sehool, hsrebyy acceprthat Thave n
responsitility, according to the Sowth African Schools dex, Lo 2wsare fficiznc and ffective
governance of the school. T .J.so uadestake to support all other staksholdess iavolved inthe school

ard to thus ensure the provisien of guality edusaiion i oll aspects, basad on the school's eude of
conduct.

etetvransinsnas srenne

CHAIRMAN
{On hichalf of e 5.G.B)

The Parent / Grigrdian

We, tie Parent{s)/ Griardianis), 2t ik buhde High Scheel; having read the school rules, do hereby
pledge our suppet for the schooi in 2estiting chat our child/children will abide by the schoal rules.

We furthermore aiso sndorse the catrective measurss/diniplinary procedures as stipulaed on. the
fet of school rules

: COAPENT/GUARDIAN T DATE
G’J\IH"R) . PIOTHER)

The Learner

I, alearner &t Sikbulule Figh School, havmg read the school rules, undertake ro abide by theze rules
and pro.my‘ 3 not do anything ia et out of schoal char will bring the sckeol’s name iucedisrepuza.

" SIGNATURE TDRTE

STRUULGLE, FIGH SCHOGL % .
! P.0. Box ! Mdanrsane, 3213 4 oY
i Tels 043 760 0102 i

[N atelephane call;

UNIFORM

3

PDI\JC"" JALITY

School Rulas

Sclfoal stazts promptly of, Oiix‘(l

ot

Frery learner is expected kolon at school before 07550, fathize 15 comply will fead <o
! i .

disciplivary reasures

PUNGTUALITY

Learners s uttend sehaol

Should alearner be absent i
the school by either:

3. a letrer (sigued by «
A

(). 2doctor’s cestififan

of the learner’s stuence.
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ANNEXURE: G

DATA COLLECTION

" INTERVIEW SCHEDULE FOR LEARNERS FOCUS GROUPS (LFG)

1. Age: A.7-10 years
B. 11- 13 years
C. 14- 18 years

D. above 18 years
2. Grade: A. From Grade 1-4
B. Grade 5-7
C. Grade 8-10
D. Grade 11- 12

O O O O O

3. Level of the school:

[]

~A. Junior Primary

B. Senior Primary

[]

C. High School

4. Location of the school:
A. Informal settlement
B. Rural

C. Urban

(1 O O

D. Township

Research question 1: What is the nature and type of drugs do you consider
readily available to learners in your school?
a. Do you experience any drug problems with learners in your school?

138




Which drugs were learners caught using in your school?
Which learners use these drugs in schools? :

How did you discover these drugs?

Who discovered learners using drugs in your school?
To whom did you report these learners?

What action was taken by the school head?

S @ ™o o o0 T

What action was taken by parents?

What action was taken by the police?

j.  What action was taken by Department of Education?
"~ k. What action was taken by Social Worker/School Counselor?
. How many learners Wefe caught using drugs in your school?
Research Question 2: What is the extent of drug abuse amongst the varioué age |
groups?: | |

 a. What is the age-of-learners who use these drugs?

A. Below 7 years

B. 7-10 years D

C. 11- 14 years

D. 15- 18 years

E. Above 18 years :
b. How often do you find learners using drugs in your school?

c. Is the number of learners who use drugs increasing or decreasing in your
school? |
d. Why do you think these .Iearners use drugs in your school?
.Research 'Question 3: Is it more school girls or school boys who-abuse drugs in

schools?

a. Amongst which gender is drug use prevalent in your school?
b. Is drug use prevalent among males or females in your school?

b. Why do you think it is prevalent among boys or girls in your school?
Research Question 4: What do learners, and educators consider as the social
and socioeconomic factors that contribute to drug abuse in schools?
a. With who do learners with drug related problems stay with at home?

b. Are their parents employed or not?
c. What is the nature of employment of their parents?
d. Who looks after these learners at home?
Where do these learners get the drugs from?
e. Why is it easy for them to get drugs?
END OF SESSION
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ANNEXTURE H

INTERVIEW SCHEDULE FOR THE LIFE SKILLS EDUCATOR (LSE)

Research Question 1: What is the nature and type of drugs do you consider
readily available to learners in your school?

a.

b.

2 B o 5 3 T — 7@ ™ e 2o

-

Do you experience any drug problems with learners in’your school?
What types of drugs afe used by learners in your school?

Which learners use these drugs in schools?
Who discovered learners using drugs in your school?

Who reported these learners to educators?

What action was taken by educators?

What action was taken by the school head?

What action was taken by parehts?

What action was taken by School Governing Body?
What action was taken by the police?

What action was taken by Department of Education?

What action was taken by Social Worker/School Counselor?

. How many learners were caught using drugs in your school?

Does your school curriculum include drug education?
What is included in the school curriculum?

Do you have drug abuse policy in your school?
What does it say?

Are learners aware of drug abuse policy?

Research Question 2: What is the extent of drug abuse amongst the various age

groups?

a. What is the age of learners who use these drugs?

A.
B.
C.

D.15-18 years

E. Above 18 years

Below 7 years
7-10 years
11- 14 years |

A. 7-10 years
B. 11- 14 years

0 O O OO0
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D.15-18 years |___|
E. Above 18 years |:|

b. How often do you find learners using drugs in your school?

c. Is the number of learners who use drugs increasing or decreasing in yoLIr
school? '

d. Why do you think these learners use drugs in your school?

alcohol in front of their children

Research Question-3: Is it more school girls or school boys who-abuse drugs in
~ schools? | |

a. Amongst which gender is.drug use prevalent in your school?

b. Is drug use prevalent among boys or girls in your school?

c. Why do you think it is prevalent among boys or girls in your school?

Research Question 4: What do learners and educators consider as the social
and socioeconomic factors that contribute to drug abuse in schools? |
With whom do learners with drug related problems stay at home?

Are their parents employed or not?

What is the nature of employment of their parents?

Who looks affer these learners at home?

Where do these learners get the drugs from?

o a0 T oo

Why is it easy for them to get drugs?

END OF SESSION
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ANNEXURE |

INTERVIEW SCHEDULE FOR THE SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY

Research Question 1: What is the nature and type of drugs do you consider

readily available to learners in your school?

Do you experience any drug related problems with learners in your school?
What types of drugs are used by learners in your school?

Which learners use these drugs in schools?

Where did you find these drugs?

How did you discover these drugs?

Who discovered learners using drugs in your school?

"0 00T

Who reported these learners to educators?

> @

What action was taken by educators?
i. What action was taken by the school head?
j.  What action was taken by parents?
k. What action was taken by School Governing Body?
I. What action was taken by the police?
m. What action was taken by Deparfment of Education?
n. What action Was taken by Social Worker/School Counselor?
o. How many learners were caught using drugs in your school?
p. How did you discover these learners?
g. Does your school curriculum include drug education?
r.  What is included in the school curriculum?
s. Do you have drug abuse policy in your school?
t. What does it say?
u. Are learners aware of the drug abuse policy?
Reséarch Question 2: What is the extent of drug abuse amongst the various
age groups?

a. What is the age of learners who use these drugs?'
A. Below 7 years

B. 7-10 years

C. 11- 14 years

D. 15- 18 years

E. Above 18 years

HENE NN
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b. How often do you find learners using drugs in your school?
c. The number of learners who use drugs increasing or decreasing in your
school? ’

d. Why do you think thesé learners use drugs in your school?

Research Question 3: Is it more school girls or school boys who use drugs in
schools? | |

a. Amongst which gender is drug use prevalent in your school?

b. Is drug use prevalent among boys or girls in your school?

c. Why do you think it is prevalent among boys or girls in your school? .
Research Q'uestion '4: What do learners, students, parents and educators
consider’as the social and socioeconomic factors that contribﬁte to drug abuse
in schobls? | |

a..-With whom do learners with drug related problems stay at home?-

b. Are their parents employed or not?

c. What is the nature of employment of their parents?

d. Who looks after these learners at home?

e. Where do these learners get the drugs from?

f. Why is it easy for them to get drugs?

END OF SESSION
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ANNEXTURE J

INTERVIEW SCHEDULE FOR THE SCHOOL SOCIAL WORKER (SW)

Research Question 1: What is the nature and type of drugs do you consider
readily available to learners in your school?
a. Do you experience any drug related problems among learners in your

schools? '

What types of drugs are used by learners in your school?

Which learners use these drugs in schools?

Who discovered learners using drugs in your school?
“Who reported these learners to you?

What action did you take?

How many learners were caught using drugs in your school?

@ = 0o o o T

Research Question 2: What is the extent of drug abuse amongst the various age
groups? | | ]
a. What is the age of learners who use these drugs?
A. Below 7 years D |
B. 7-10 years I:I
C. 11-14 years

D.15-18 years E

E. Above 18 years

b. How often learners are found using drugs in your school?
c. Is the number of learners who use drugs increasing or decreasing in your
school?

d. Why do you think these learners use drugs in your school?

Research Question 3: Is it more school girls or school boys who use drugs in
schools? 4

a. Amongst which gender is drug use prevalent in your school?

b. Is drug use prevalent among boys or girls in your school?

c. Why do you think it is prevalent among boys or girls in your school?
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Research Question 4: What do learners, students, parents and educators

consider as the social and socioeconomic factors that contribute to dfug abuse

in schools?

a.

™ P o0 T

With whom do learners with drug reiated problems stay at home?
Are their parents employed or not?

What is the nature of employmént of their parents?

Who looks after these learners at home?

Where do these learners get the drugs from?

Why is it easy for them to get drugs?

END OF SESSION |
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ANNEXURE K

INTERVIEW SCHEDULE FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION OFFICIAL

Research Question 1: What is the nature and type of drugs do you consider

readily available to learners in your school?

a. Do you experience any drug related problems in your schools?
b. What types of drugs are used by learners in your school?

d. Which learners use these drugs in schools?

Where did you find these drugs?

Who discovered learners using drugs in your school?

- Who reported these learners to educators?

> Q oo

What action was taken by educators?

What action was taken by the school head?

What action was taken by parents?

[V—

k. What action was taken by School Governing Body?

What action was taken by the police?

. What action was taken by Department of Education?
What action was taken by Social Worker/School Counselor?
How many learners were caught using drugs in your school?
Does your school curriculum include drug education?

What is included in the school curriculum?

2 © O 5 3

0

Do you have drug abuse policy in your school?
s. What does it say?
t. Arelearners aware of the drug abuse policy?
Research Question 2: What is the extent of drug abuse amongst the various age
groups?
a. What is the age of learners who use these drugs?

A. Below 7 years ' D
B. 7-10 years H

C. 11-14 years ‘
D. 15-18 years D
E. Above 18 years ]

b. How often learners are found using drugs in your school?
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c. Is the number of learners who use drugs increasing or decreasing in your school?

d. Why do you think these learners use drugs in your school?

Research Question 3: Is it more school girls or school boys who use drugs in
schools? - A

a. Amongst which gender is drug use prevalent in ybur school?

b. Is drug use prevalent among boys or girls in your school?

c. Why do you think it is prevalent among boys or girls in your school?
Research Question 4: What do learners, students, parents and educators
consider as the social and socioeconomic factors that contribute to drug abusé
in schools? }' |
a. With whom do learners with drug related problems stay at home?

b. Are their parents employed or not?

c. What is the nature of employment of their parents?
d. Who looks after these learners at home?

e. Where do these learners get the drugs from?

f. Why is it easy for them to get drugs?

END OF SESSION
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ADOA
'AIDS
AUDIT
BRU
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DoE
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