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RECORDS OF THE CAPE COLON 

[ Original. J 
Letter froni MAJOR GENEUAL DUNDAS to the RIGIIT HONOURABLE 

HENRY DUNDAS. 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, JJfay 18th 1801. 

Sm,-I havo to report, for your information, the arrival here, on 
the 13th instant, of the J,forni,igton Packet, from Bengal, with 
Dispatches from the Government in India for the Governor of this 
Settlement; and having received the Governor General's directions 
to transmit to you, l1y' the earliest opportunity, Copies of the said 
l>ispatches, I do myself the honour of sending them, marked 
No. 1 all<l No. 2, and herewith enclosed, agreeable to His Lord­
ship's desire. 

The Paper No. 3 is a Copy of a letter, dated tho 17th instant, 
Which I have had the honour of writing, in answer to the Dis­
]>atches above mentioned, hearing date the 1st and 2nd of March 
la:;t, from the Governor Ueneral, addressed to His Excellency 
Nir Ucorge Yonge, this day dispatched by the N11ticcll, bound to 
.Madras. 

The sailing of His Majesty's Ship Rattlwwl.:c for St. Helena 
:~fforc.ling a :,afo and proper conveyance, l avail myself of it in 
iorwar<ling the Monthly Heturns of His Majesty's Troops in 
<lanison at the Cape, for the months of March and April 1801, 
:'.1Hl have the l10nour of inclosing them, marked No. 4 and No. 5, 
lor you accordingly. l have &c. 

FRANCIS Du. DAS. 

I\", n 

 

 



2 Rrcord.~ of thr C'npc ('ulony. 

[Copy.] 

Proclamation by MAJOR GENERAL :FHAXCIS DuNI>AR. 

·whereas by J)roclamation of the 1.'>th ,July 1800 certain laws & 
Regulations were laid down for the observance of the Butchers of 
Cape Town & its Environs, to which Hegulations though highly 
reasonable, just and necessary, it has been represented to me that 
a sufficient and proper degree of attention has not been paid, I 
have thought it expedient to order, and it is accordingly hereby 
ordered, that all the laws ancl Hegulations contained in the said 
proclamation and the penalties affixeJ to the tran,-gression of the 
same do remain and shall continue in full force until further 
orders. 

And by virtue of the powers in me vested, I <lo further direct, 
and it is hereby accordingly commandecl, that all the Bntcher' of 
Cape Town ancl its Environs shall at the expiration of e, cry 
Month deliver in to the President aml Members of the Burgher 
Senate, each respectively, an account of the Sheep and Cattle 
killed by them in the course of the said m?nth and the quantity 
at that time remaining in their possession in or near the Cape 
Town; and moreover that they shall be obliged, if called upon, to 
give direct and unequivocal answers to such questions on the 
subject as shall be proposed to them by the l're:-;i<lent and 
Members of the Burgher Senate, on pain of incurring the same 
penalty of One Tlwwmnd Hixdollars as set forth in the RaiJ 
Proclamation of the 15th July for every neglect or omission in 
rendering such monthly report, or "itltholding the re<1uired infor­
mation, to he paid into the Treasury of the Burgher ~emt •. 

Ancl the President & l\1em1Jers of the Burgher Senate are hl'reby 
requested t{J transmit to me, or to the <loYCmor for tho time li<·ing, 
the said monthly returns of the But<:lH:rs in order that ( :o\'ernment 
may be furni hed with authentic information of the ( '011s11mptio11 

of Meat, arnl of the Stock of Cattle remaining in the neighliom­
hood of the Cape. 

Given under my Hand & Seal at the C'astlc of Good Hope this 
21st day of l\!ay 1801. 

(Signe<l) 

 

 



B,·,·onh nf tltl' Cujlr C'olon/j. 

[Original.J 

ldtrr ]l'/Jlil YwE Arnnn.\.L CunTis to EVAX NEPEAX, EsQHE. 

Adamant, SmoN's DA v, 
CAPE OF Goon Hol'E, 27 Jfay 1801. 

,, ., 

8m,-In my Letter to you of the 17th instant I reforml to a 
Letter (a Copy of which has been sont to you) which tho Marquis 
of \V •ll •:c;luy wrote to tho GoYcrnour of this Colony, and in the 
3rd Parngrnph of which the 1\farrp1is mentions a List of tho 
Artieles of l'rovi!--ions which he r0c1uoste<l should be dispatched 
with all practicable oxpeclition to 1\focba in the Hed Sea. The 
abornmentionecl List comprises, Losidos f-;allc1l Provisions, \Vine, 
and other artidos, :Flour and Wheat, lmt of the two last name1l 
none can be furnished frum hence, on account of tho alarming 
scarcity existing in this Colony, and of which by various Letters 
from mu 1hoir Lordships have Leen informed. But Uoneral 
1 hmclas tho acting Uovernour deeming it proper to send in 
conformity to tho 1farc1uis of ·w ollesloy's Lotter, a quantity of 
:-,alto1l Deef and Pork, and also a quantity of Cape \Vine, a Yessel 
of little more than Ono Hundred Tons is taken up to cany thoso 
articles, it being the only one that can at this time Le here oh­
taiuocl. Tho Uovomour General of Iudiu in his Letter to me of 
the 2nd :Mm'Cl1 (a Copy of which has been transmiite(l to you) 
having dcsire(l I would afford ornry aid in my power for ensuring 
the safe arri rnl uf those supplies at Mocha, I am urnler the 11occs~ity 
of appointing a Convoy fur tho Vessel ahu\ ementioned, awl I h:we 
110 8hi1> lint the Adll11W 11t to end upon this Service. By referring 
to my Letter of tho hh ,Jmiuary 1800, their Lonh;hips will find a 
rcpn·souta!ion of the extreme dangerorn, state the Arllf11wnt wns 
~llpposed to ho in, in con:-ioquoll(;0 of her having rnn upon a Hock 
11l ~i. Augu:;tine's ]lay on the Coast of Maclagas<'ar in the Mouth 
of' ,J 11ly I 7fJ!), a)l(l by· wliich accid(•nt she made Three Feet \Vatcr 
au Hour for Fi YO Huuril after she got off; tho leak afterwards 
gra!l11ally diminishing to almost nothing, without any person being 
able to :tl'Count f,1r ii: 1 ler slate is further nutico1l in my Letter lo 
Yun of the rith ~larl'h 1800, awl a ( 'opy uf the f-;urn:y I tlirecte1l 
to 1,p hl•ltl on li1•r was trammiitt l'cl to you for tlw information of 
1~1·ir Lord ·hips \\ilh my Letter of the ] Ith J)1•celllher JHOO. 

othillg ln1t llt'('t'. it • tlier,•f11r,• would indt1('ll we to ~<·11 1! !he 
JI '.! 
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Adanwnt upon the service for which she is now <lcsigned, hut such 
heing the case, and I think it likely she will find the SW Monsoon 
blowing so strong out of the He<l Sea, she will not be able to enter 
that Sea, but will be under the necessity of bearing up for Bombay ; 
In case of this event happening, I shall direct Captain Hotham, if 
the same can be done conveniently, to put the Adamant into Dock 
at Bombay, not for the purpose of effectual Hepair, which I urnlcr­
stand would cost there three times as much as the Ship is worth, 
but solely for the purpose of ascertaining the state of her Bottom 
in conseciucnce of her running upon the Rock as before expresRed, 
and thereby removing the anxiety arnl apprehension which exist 
in the Ship, on account of that accident, arnl to make good the 
defects thereby occasioned. 

In my Letter to the Marciuis of W e1lesley dated the 17th 
instant (a Copy of which I have sent to you) and which I wrote 
in reply to his Lordship's Letter to me of the 2nd March, their 
Lordships will perceive I informed his Lordship I thought I coul<l 
supply from the Naval Victualling Stores here, for the use of the 
.Armament in the Tied Sea, :Five Hundred Thousand Pounds of 
Salted Beef, and One Hundred Thousand Pounds of saltml 
Pork. I deem it proper therefore to shew the Lords Com­
missioners, upon what ground I made such intimation to the 
Uovernour General. It is as follows. Of Beef ,ve have a sufli­
ciency (being issued with Flour and Suet, and without Fresh l\feat) 
to last 197 Weeks: But supposing the Ships to he so much in l'ort 
as to be supplied with 1 ]fresh Meat, we have then a sufftciency to 
last 263 Weeks. 

Our 'tock of Pork without Fresh Meat will last 1:\4 Weeks : 
With ?i ]Tresh Meat it will last 17!.l Weeks. 

The calculations are founded upon a supposition of Victualling 
Three Thousand Men. Arnl heing so circumstanced, I hope their 
Lordships will approve of the notification I on this heiul nuulc to 
the l\Iarcptis of W ellcslcy. 

In my Letter to you of the 17th instant I informecl you of my 
intention to cause the state of the Sirtr to be thoroughly im·esti­
gatecl. The foreman of the Yarcl (the l\Iaster Shipwright heing under 
suspension) arnl Lhc Carpenters of the 1't11w111lo11s ail(l Adonwnt 
having examined the aho\'e Sloop, have reported to me their joint 
opinion, " she is not worth 11l'pair, arnl that she is not lit to pro­
('eed Lo Sea." 1 shall however Order her Lo he again ::iuneyed, 
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and <lirect Captain Osborn of the Tremendous and another Captain 
to assist thereat, and if it shall be finally determined she is in such 
a state as the Carpenters haYe represented, I shall Le under the 
necessity of putting her out of Commission, in the same manner 
as I did the Ilopr. .And in this e;-ent, I persuade myself their 
Lonlships will, considering the small nnmLer of, and state of 
my Sc1uadron, approve of my detaining the Penguin on this 
Station. 

The Disposition of my Squadron is at present as follows. 

Adamant-in Simons Bay. Under Appointment to proceed to the 
Hed Rea. 

Tl'emmdous-in Rimons Bay. l'nder Repair, and wanting a New 
Main Mast which is in hand. 

Lrmca.~tcr-Off Hio de la Plata. 
Jupiter-Gone to relieve the Lancaster. 
Diomede } Cruizing off the Island of Rodriguez in the Indian 
lmpcricuse Ocean at the request of the Governour General of 

India for a particular purpose mentioned in other Letters. To 
leave that Station at the end of June, and Watering at Madn.­
gascar return to the Cape. 

Rattlesnake-gone to St. Helena with Dispatches. 
l'c,iguin-in Simons Bay. Refitting. Main Mast out, being 

sprung in two places. Mast repairing. 
Steir-in Simons Bay. Deeme<l...unfit for Service. 
EuphroKyne, Armed Brig-in Simons Bay. Ready for Senice. 

By the aboYe statement their Lordships will perceive that if tl1e 
Ad(/ mant proceeds to Sea before the return of the Lancaster, I shall 
have only the Tremendous in Port, and it will be some time before 
she will be fit for Sen·ice. The state of affairs in Europe induces 
me to wish my Ships in Port, but their absence is unavoidable, 
ancl I hol<l myself ohliged to keep a Ship CruiiiJJg off Hio de la 
Plata, conf<Jrmably to the Instructions contained in your Secret 
Letter of the 12th March 1800, until I recci vo from their Lordships 
contrary <l.irectiuns. I am &c. 

(SigueJ) UoGER Cu1tns. 
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[Original.] • 

Lett~r from MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS to the TimuT IloNOUR\BLE 

lIEXRY DUNDAS. 

CAPE OF Goon IIoPE, 20th llfay 1801. 

Srn,-I did myself the honor of writing yon on the 2Gth of 
April, the original of my letter having been sent liy the Chcsti r­
ficlcl, and a duplicate of it by Ilis Majesty's 8hip R(/ttlcsnakr, 
acknowledging the receipt of your Dispatch dated the 14th of 
January last, in consequence of which I have taken upon me the 
Administration of the Government of this Settlement, the duties 
of which honourable and important charge I shall study to execute 
with every attention in my power to shew, until the late Governor's 
Successor, Lord Glenbervie, arrives, in the hope that my humble 
endeavours may prove satisfactory, and such as to merit His 
Majesty's approbation. 

I write you by this conveyance to inform you that all things 
are perfectly quiet here, thinking it unnecessary at present to 
trouble you with any Details as to the circumstances or position 
in which I found the Public Affairs, however, should. any acciuent 
occur so as to retard the arrival of the new Governor, I shall con­
sitler it my duty to write you hereafter fully upon every point 
which I shall conceive to relate to the Common Interest of this 
Colony and the Public Service. 

I am happy to be able to inform you that the apprehensions which 
were some time ago entertained in a very high degree of a want 
of Bread, antl an impending famine owing to the failure of the last 
IIarvest, have greatly diminished, to be ascribed. to the juuicions 
measures which a Commission, appointed. by the late Governor for 
the purpose of ascertaining the quantity of Bread Corn procurable 
in the Colony, have adopted, the Inlmbitants as well as IIis 
Majesty's Ships and the Garrison having chearfully acquiesced in 
a very limited allowance of Bread which the Commission have 
directed for each person, submitting also to receive a proportion of 
Rice weekly in lieu of Bread ; the wise and necessary Rules and 
Hegulations established by this Commission produced a system of 
economy in the use of Bread, now general throughout Llie l'ouniry, 
from which it is hoped that it will be in our power to conlrirn even 
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in the event of a di. appointment in obtaining a farther supply of 
Hice from India, that the quantity of Grain to be procured will 
prove sufhcient at the present reduced consumption, until the 
ensuing Harvest. 

By my last letter to you, dated the 18th Instant, by His 
:\fajesty's Ship Rattlrnwkl·, I transmitted the copies of some 
lhspatehes from the GoYernor General in India, the ~farq uis 
·w clleslev, date<l at .Fort \\rillimn the 1st and 3nrl of March last, 
acl<lressetl to the <:oYernor of this Settlement, together with a Copy 
of my letter in reply to the ~ai<l Dispatches, sent you in con­
fonnity to His Lor<hltip's de:sire, and shall transmit Duplicates 
of the for •mentioned Letters and Dispatches by the earliest oppor­
tunity. I haYe &c. 

(Signed) 

[Copy.] 

Adi-crtisnnent. 

:FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

It having appeared from the report of the Commissioners 
appointed to examine into the State of the Treasury that the Sum 
of Hixdollars 10,590 - 4 of new paper had inadvertently been 
thrown into circulation before the like sum had actually been 
exchange<l for old and defaced pieces, I am directed by His Honor 
the Lieutenant GoYernor to gi.e this public Notice, that all 
persons holding any old, torn or defaced paper money are requested 
to carry the same to the Office of His Majesty's Heceiver General 
that they may have it replaced with good legible money, it being 
llis Honor's desire that the sai<l Sum of Hixdollars 10,590 - 4 may 
Le got in as speedily as possible, in order that it may, together 
with Hixclollars 39,-!00 - 4 already exchanged and now in the 
Treasury, making in the whole forty thousand Hixdollars, be burnt 
in the usual mann •r hitherto ohser,·ed. 

A nu l am moreover uirected to state for the information of the 
Jrnhlic that the sum of ten thousancl Hixdollars of new paper 
Money, of the last new Coinage of fifty thousaml Rixdollars re­
mains locked u;> under the joint charge of Messrs. J\fatthiessen & 
l'. J. Trutcr, Members of the Comt of ,Justice, for the purprn:;e 
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of being hereafter exchanged for decayed pieces to the same 
amount. 

Castle of Good Hope, 3rd June 1801. 

Dy Command of His Honor the Lieutenant Governor. 

(Signed) A. BARNARD, Secretary. 

[Original.] 

Letter from SECRETARY ANDREW BAR:N"ARD to \VILLIAM 

HtrSKISSON, ESQRE. 

CASTLE O•' CAPE OF Goon llorE, 

June the 10th 1801. 

Srn,-1 have the Lieutenant Governor's Commands to inform 
you that previous to the removal of Sir George Yonge from the 
Government of this Colony, he thought proper to grant leave to 
Michael Franklin Brooks and James Mortlock, two persons 
charged by the Honorable Captain Charles Elphinstone of His 
Majesty's Ship Diomede, with holding a Treasonable and traitorous 
correspondence with the Enemies of the Crown of Great Britain, 
and upon whom Sentence of Death had been pronounced by a 
Court of Piracy, lately held here, to embark on board of the first 
Ship bound to England, provided that proper Bond and Security 
was given, for their being delivered over on the Ships arrival, into 
the custody of such person or persons as His Majesty's Ministers 
should think proper to direct, to take charge of them, ·which Bond, 
having been this day duly lodged by Captain Innes of the Brig 
Eliza, and full security given as required, the Lieutenant Governor 
has thought proper to confirm the permission before granted, and 
at the same time has ordered me to Communicate the alfoir to you 
in order that the proper steps may be taken for the security of the 
prisoners persons, till such lime as the Opinion of the Crown 
Lawyers can be known, to whom their case has been referred. 

The Proceedings of the Court have been transmitted Home to 
the Court of Admiralty, but a Copy of the Reulence pronounced 
on the Prisoners, I have the honour of in<'losing. I 11am &c. 

(Signed) A. D.utx.urn, Secretary. 
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rEnclosurn in the above.] 

Srntcncc pronounced Thursday the Si.rtccnlh Day of Ajitil 1801. 

The Court is of Opinion that you Michael }'ranklin Brooks and 
James .l\fortlock are Guilty of allheriug to, aiding, and comforting 
His Majesty's Enemies, but the Court, <loes not, determine how far 
such a(lherence, aid and Comfort, as proved before the Court, 
constitute a Case within the l)rovisions of any Statute now in Force 
relative Lo Treason and Treasonable Correspondence, if it docs 
come within such Provisions, the Court being of Opinion that you 
are Guilty pronounce Sentence of Death on you accordingly, but 
if it does not, come within such Pro\isions the Court is of Opinion 
Lhat you are Not Guilty; in all E,·ents the Court recommends you 
the said l\fiehael Franklin Brooks and James l\fortlock to His 
Majesty's mercy. 

[Copy.J 

Proclamation uy ~L\JOR GEXERAL DUNDAS. 

Whereas it has been represented to me that notwithstanding the 
orders contained in the Proclamation of the 20th of July 17!.JS 
s~veral estates and Buildings on Loan places, old or otherwise 
d1spo ed of to others 1,y the title of hereditary property, are 
for some time kept in possession and frequently resold without 
such Estates or Buildings Leing regularly transferred, whid1 is 
not only prejudicial to the nevcnue of Government, but also 
to the public at large, I have therefore judged it expedient to 
reip1ire and direct, and it is hereby required and directed, that all 
such Estates or Buildings on Loan places, situate in Cape Town 
an(l its District, and Liable to Transfer duty to Government, as 
have l>een sol(l, bequeathed, or in any other manner <lispo~ed of, 
\\·ithouL having heen regularly transfened, shall l>e transferr •cl to the 
I>~oprietor within the space of four months, those in the Districts 
of Stelleu hoRch auJ .Zwellcnclam six months, all(l those in the 
llistrid, of Grnaff HeineL eight months, after the date of this 
l'roclamation, on penalty of douLle the 8nm of Transfer duty Jue 
to Uo\·entrnL•ut. 
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1\Tl(l in order for the future to establish a time in whieh Estates 
or Buildings on Loan places, in any manner disposed of, are to he 
transferred to the proprietor, Notice is herehy given that hence­
forth those in Cape Town and its l)istrict arc allowed four months, 
those of the Distriets of Rtellenhosch & Zwcllendam six months, 
and those in the District of GraafT Reiuct eight m0nths, to pay the 
Transfer duty due to Uovcrnment arnl to have such Estates or 
Jluihlings on Loan places transferred, on penalty as hefore, of 
double the Sum of the Transfer duty due to GoYernment, re­
maining the other part of the said proclamation of the 20th ,July 
17V8 respecting the mode of noting new Loan places in its full 
foree and vigour. 

Girnn under my Hanel & Seal Castle of Goocl Hope 11th of 
June 1801. 

(Signed) FHAXCIS DUNDAS. 

L Copy. I 

Ad1•crtiscrnent. 

Notice is hereby given that as the regulation laid down in the 
proclamation datecl 2Gth January 1801 respecting the \Voodlancls 
of this Colony, dirccti,1g the resi<lent Commissaries Inspectors or 
l'osthol<lers to mark all trees previously to their lJCing felled has 
sometimes proYed inconvenient or even impossible to lie carried 
into efftict, the afuresaicl Regulation, together with the 1myment of 
the fee of Six Stivers, ordered to be levie<l upon each tree so 
marked, is therefore suspeucled, as is also that part of the saicl 
1iroc1amation which directs the same clutics to be lcviecl upon the 
timhcr clisposccl of by private contract as if Sold by public 
VeTl(luc. 

And notice is hereby given that in future, until further orders, 
no <luties, foes or <lcmands whatsoever than Ruch aR have hitherto 
been usually paid for cutting Timber, will be lcvie<l. or rc<1uirCll 
from persons applying for that purpose. 

Castle of Uood Hope 11th ,June 1801. 

Dy Commau<l. of His Honor the Lieutenant Governor. 

(Signed) A. BAHNAIW, ~cerctary. 

 

 



[Office Copy.] 

Ll'ttcr froui the HIGHT HONOURABLE Lonn HOBART to 
1L\JOR GENERAL DUNDAS. 

11 

Dowxrno RTREET, HJth June 1801. 

8m,-I transmit to you herewith by the King's Commands 
Copies of Two Orders of the Lon.ls of His :Majesty's :Most Honorable 
l'rivy Conneil dated the 4th and lGth instant, and I am to signify 
to yon His ).fojesty's Pleasure that you are to take care that the 
orders all([ directions therein contained be promulgateu and duly 
earried into execution ,vithin the Settlement of the Cape of Good 
Hope. I am, &c., 

(Signed) lIOBAltT. 

[ Original.] 

l'rimtc Letta from Rm GEORGE Yo.·aE to the HIGHT 

HoNOUHAllLE HENRY DUNDAS. 

ST. liELENA, June 20, 1801. 

8rn,-I take the opportunity of a chance Conveyance, by His 
1Iajesty's Ship Cambrian to acquaint you, That in obedience to 
His ).fajesty's Commands of the 14th January, received the 
20th April last, I resign'd the Government of the Cape of Good 
Hope into the Hands of l\f. General Dundas, as acting Governor, 
ad Interim, until the arrival of my Successor, and took the first 
Opportunity of proceeding on my Return Home, agreeable to my 
orders, in a private Ship for this Place, Vice Admiral , ir Roger 
Curtis not furnishing me with any Conveyance; and I arrived 
here, on my way to England, on the lGth Instant. The Convoy 
was sailed for England ten Days before my arrival, so that I am 
fureed to wait for the next Convoy, Capt. Legge of His Majesty's 
Ship C111nbrian, to whom I applyd, not being able to receive me, 
S'.> that lt "ill Probably the Ernl of October, at least before I reach 
hnglaud. On my arrival I shall take the Earliest Opportunity of 
J_>aying my Itespects to you, and be ready to recei rn His l\fajestys 
iurther Connnands. In the mean lime, I meet with the greatest 
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('i Yililies and attention in lho ·world from Governor Hohson, 
whom I find appointed to tho Government of this Rettlcmcnt, in 
the Ho01n of Governor Brooke, to the Great Sati~f'action of the 
whole Settlement, and, as I LelieYe, with great Heason, from his 
long & faithfull Rervices, so that It seems to Le the Ueneral 
\Vish, that His Appointment may he Confirm'd l1y the East 
India Company. Indeed there cannot Lo a more deserving l\lan. 

I have &c. 

(Riguc1l) Geo. Yo~GE. 

[Copy.] 

Proclamation by MAJOR GENEHAL FRANCIS DuXDAS. 

"Whereas the President & M:emliers of the Doanl of Orphans 
have represented to me that much inconvenience has been ex­
perienced in consequence of the fossengers of the Hoard h:ning­
occasionally been paid Y emlue monies upon their pri vale Heceipts, 
without the amount of the Rum so received being stated on the 
back of the Vendue Bill, which is contrary to the rules arnl 
Hegulations laid do,vn and prescribed by the Board of Orphans 
for the management of the property of the Orphans entrusted to 
their care. 

And whereas the liefore mentioned President and Memhers of 
the said Board of Orphans have also represented to me the 
necessity of proYiding against the like irregularities in future, 
I have thoucrht it expedient to order and direct, arnl it i herehy 
ordered and directed accordingly, that from and after the <late of 
the11e presents all person paying V 01Hlne Monies to any 11es. engcr 
of tho said Chamber up0n his private receipt as afommid, without 
taking the original Vell(lue Bill shall forthwith giYe notice tlH·reof 
to tlw Secretary of the Orphan Chamber, in order to o1,tain the 
approbation of the said Secretary of tho Chamber to the private 
receipt or receipts of the Messenger. All(l I do moreoYer pul,lish 
and declare that in lhe event of the <leaih, remornl or failure of 
any Messenger before the money so rernived by him has lieen 
pai<l to the Treasurer of lhe Orphan <'harnl1er, 110 rec<'ipL or 
nweipls granle<l l1y the :ifurnsai,l ;\fo F-ellgl'r to any iwlivi,111,11 

 

 



R,·rords of Ilic G't1jil' C'olo,1y. 

for tho payment of venJne monies shall ho lleeme<l a sufficient 
di::il harge for the same until sandioned and approved hy the said 
Recretary of the Orphan Chamber, and it is moreover declare<l 
that any person or persons in possession of private receipt· from 
the aforesaid 1\fessenger, of ,rbich notice has not Leen giren to the 
Hairl Secretary, shall not ho entitled, in the event of the death, 
removal or failure of any :Messenger, to arnil himself of any other 
means of re<lre;;s than a private action at Law against the property 
of the sai,l ~Icssenger for the recovery of the money. 

Given under my lfan<l & Seal Castle of Goo<l Hope this 2:Jrd 
Jay of June 1801. 

(Signed) FRAXCIS Dl:XDAS. 

[Uopy.] 

I'roclamatio,i by :\fAJOlt GEXElUL DUND.\.S. 

,vhereas it has heen represented to me hy the Burgher , enate 
that not only their funds are inadequate to the keeping in good 
or<ler and condition thoso , 'treots that have already undergone a 
thoruugh , tate of Hepair, and at the same time to prosecute the 
general plan for repairing the Streets of the whole Town, but that 
alHo a very con. iderable delay would be occa~ioned in the com­
pletion of that no less useful and ornamental work, were the 
persons employed upon it taken off for other purposes, I have 
fonrnl it expedient to order and direct, and it is hereby accordingly 
or11L-red, that every Pro rietor of Houses or Grounds in any of the 
~trel'ts that lrnve already lJoen put into complete repair shall cau.·e 
to he kept in good condition, at his own expense, such part of the 
i;ai1I Street or , 'treets a may lie Lefore his House or Houses, or as 
far as hi· premi ·cs may extend; and in all cases of omi,-sion or 
neglect in the ohserrnnce of this my order, the Burgher Senate is 
hereby authorize,l, after eight days 110tice given by them to such 
defaulters, to have the necessary repairs made in whatsoever 
lll:tn11er they may deem it must expedient, the said defaulters 
defraying all expenses attending tl10 same, together with the 
penalty of Twenly-firn J:ixdullar:; for eaeh negleet or offonco, to 
hi• pai<l into the Treasury of the Burgher Senate, the pmwnt 
r1•g11la1ioll to 1·1111ti11m• in fol'I'<' m1til the gPlleral rq1air ol' the 
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Streets of Cape Town shall be accomplished, after whic ·h the 
Ihirgher , onate becomes responsible, as hofore, for the go01l order 
arnl condition of tho Streets in the whole Town. 

<:iven urnlor my Jfaml & Seal CaHtlo of Gootl Jfopo the 2-Hh 
<lay of ,June 1801. 

(Signo<l) 

[ Origi1iaL J 

Lrlt1 t froui YICE Am.mtAL Cu1nrs to Rv,\s NEPR\.", E f.: Qt:E. 

La11c11stJ,r, Ru10~s llAY, 
CAl'E or Goon lioPF, 2lt/1 J11w• JSOI. 

Sm,-I nm now to detail to you fur the information of tho 
Lor,ls Commissioner::; of the Aclmimlty the occmTe11ces hero 
connocto<l with my tlopartmont, since my Letter to you of tho 
27th May last. 

On the 4th instant the L(fnrostrr arrivo,l hero, ha\ing bol'n 
ro1ioved l,y the Jupitu off tho Wo do la l'lata. Having lieen at 
Sea Xindoon \Voeks a groat 11mnber of her :\Ien wern con­
siderably atllicte<l ·with tho Scurvy. This ~hip met \\ ith very 
heavy Gales of \Yind ,rhich are very fre<1uent on the station 
where she had been, though from tho oasinc,;s of tho Nhip ancl 
the care of the Officers, Hhe mot with no other aeei<lent than hl·r 
Main Mast being fouwl to lie so bailly sprung, it l1ecame in­
<lisponsibly necessary to take it out, and on examination it \las 
di ·covered that the Spinello "as mud1 sprnng, antl mu. t he re­
plaeecl by a now OJIU. The <Jtlll'r picc•es of the l\la l arc clet•ntL'<l 
i;erviceable whieh is very t'nrtm1ate for us, a' we Itani 110t Spa1 • 
suflicient to make a now l\Ia-:l, ::t11<l 1 c011secpw11tly wait the 
arrirnl of tho uxpe<·tecl Store. hip \I ith great aa, io1 •. Hy 1 hli 
Lt111C118lcr l received a Let tor from 'aptaia Lrnmek of the ./111,ifr,• 

datecl the :30th April wherein hu inf'ormH mu that tl1<• Ill'ad of' 
the Maia ~last of that Ship i8 \'(ll'j' weak all(l eo11q,laim1 n1n<·h, 
:md that t1ie Jtuclcler of tho Ship workccl wry much :rncl wry 
hea,y 011 thP Stern PosL l [o :ulch; h<• shall ko1•p on th<• < 'oast as 
lm1g a~ pm; iblc, hut if olili.,1•1! to quit it, all(l finding !h1• J:uddPr 
gets wor.~e he felt inl'lim•cl to pul into ltio ,Ja111 irn "l1<·n· JH·rh,q1,; 
111• migl1t w·t rn•\1' l'intlt·s f111 · tll<' ltudd, r. 

 

 



}'rom the immense distance of this plat.:e to Tiio <le la Plata, a 
Rhip bci11g obliged to Rail full Five Thousand l\Iiles lo get thither, 
it is time another Ship shoul1l dupart from lwucc to relieve the 
J11pila, but I have no Ship in a RLate for lteing onlcre1l on that 
:-;unice; arnl as the J11pifrr is direded 1Jy her Orders, that in case 
of her not heing relievu<l hy auolher Ship, she is to continue on 
the Station until she has no more Provisions and \Yater remainin;.r, 
than may be dceme<l fully sufliLient to bring her to the Cape of 
<loo<l llopc, I have sent the R11phrosync Anned Hri...: to order her 
to return immc1liatuly on being joine<l hy the llrig. l\Iy moti vcs 
for doing this arose from the present po. turc of affairs in Europe. 
Rnowing from the Papers of a l\Ir. h·ediger, a Dutch Uentleman 
"ho was detaineJ. here on his way to Batavia, his papers seized, 
a1H[ he Rent to Englarnl in tho Au1111tl11 nee Rtoreship, that the 
1 >ukh with the ai<l of Franco had <letermine1l to attempt to 
l'l!L'over some of the places taken from 1hem cluri11g the \Var, arnl 
that this Colony was parti •nlarly mentioned ; and seeing at the 
same time the Dutch were making great exertions in Holland to 
fit out th •ir Ships of \Var, arnl that Troops were a, sirrnml for some 
Expe<lition-bcing fully a\\'al'<J of the great impo1iance of the 
Cape of Uood Hope to Holland arnl France, arnl perccivincr that 
the Brifoh Xorth ,'ca Fleet wa • gone into the Baltic, I deemed it 
wi1-1e to act as if an Attack on thi, Colony was Yery prol,alile. If 
therefore such an event took place before the natural returu of the 
J11pifl'r-tho Enemy from Superiority of numLcrs to he succes ful, 
a1Hl the J11pitcr to appear on; without a sufficiency of l)rovisions 
an<l \Vatcr either to canv her to the East Indies, or to the hlarnl 
of ~t. Helena, she nrn • enter into a Port in the hands of an 
Enemy, or those on lJOard her perish at ca from the want uf 
RUbsistcnC'e. I have sent a J/ui;t Sccrrt Instruction to Captain 
Los:wk of the .f11pitrr, to approach the Cape "·ith caution, all<l if 
it happt•ns the place Rhoultl l,e in tho possession of the Enemy, 
lw i::; if h • has Provisions and \Vater sufficient to carry him to 
India at a r1 r.'{ short (ll/1J11·1111rr, to repair thither with the utrno ·t 
ilispatl'h, arnl join Yfre Admiral Hainier, or not Leing able to gu 
to India to· n•pair to the h;larnl of St. Helena and from thence to 
England. l\ly rl'a on for ord1•ri11g lier to lndia al'l', that if the 
l'YL•nts alH>Vt'llll'll(ion<:>d Jud taken place hen•. the Enemy \luul<l 
do111Jtl1• s 11rocet•<l to tl1,1t q11,1r!L•r, allll t·on cquently Ht.:iuforcenwnt 

11 \'i<'<' \drnirnl I::1ini1'l' would ]11• 111' 1n1wh irnport:tll l': .\ml it i 
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upon tho same ground, that all Ships sent to Sea hy me arc (lircctc(l 
to repair to the Vice .Admiral, upon seeing a Squa(lron of the Enemy 
being in the Indian Seas. By Letters to you from me, their 
Lordships have lJccn acquainted that it has I.Joon my usage to 
give the orders I now mention. 

In tho beginning of the last paragraph I have said I hatl no 
Ship in a state to replace the J1111itcr off the I:io do la l'lata. Tho 
Arlrwwnt, exclusive of her weakly condition, is mon.iovl•r from 
foulness of her Copper, or other causes, I.Jocomo so very had a 
sailer, she is altogether unfit to watch a S<1uadron of the Enemy; 
for instead of I.Jeing capable of so doing, and canying intelligence 
of their movements, she would. most undoul.Jtedly I.Jc taken by 
them. The Main Mast of the Tremendous is not yet finished 
making; but exclusive of this, she is if vossiblo more unsuitable 
to watch an Enemy than the Adarnant, for having I.Jeon Ten 
Years and a half off the ground, she sails dreadfully ill. And tho 
Lancaster is without a Main Mast. 

But however unsuitable the Ships I have with me may be for 
,vatching an Enemy, I have after the most mature consideration 
perfectly convinced myself that considering tho reason of a Rhip 
being sent off Hio de la Plata at all was on account of a supposed 
measure the Enemy meant to adopt Sixteen Months ago, arnl duly 
weighing the probability of an Attack on this Colony, as I have 
in this Letter before stn.ted, it is no longer my tluty under all the 
circumstances of the case, to appoint another Rhip to Cruize off 
I:io de la Plata, which causes tho absence of two Ships, nor incleod 
to send any Ships to 8oa, until I hear again from their Lordships, 
it appearing to mo to l>e my Duty to keep my force together to bo 
ready for any ovout that may occur. In this (li>tormination I act 
according to what I doom bust for 1 [is Majesty's RCJ \'ieo. Their 
Lonlships are aware that Oflicors removed at such a distance from 
thorn as I am, must according Lo ernnts act conf'orrnal,ly to their 
own Judgment as tho exigency of tho rnse may ro(p1ire. I have 
(lone so in tho determination l have made not again to stqHl a 
~hip off the Hio de la l'lala, and if unhappily I ha\ (l nm! thn('in, 
I trust that as I have done for lite lmst, :tll(l have hePn gu ide(l in 
my tloeision lJy tho purest motives, 110 great portion of' their Lord­
ship;, d isploasmo will fall upon 11w. 

"\Vhile tlie {,11111•(1s/n• was 011 hl'r ('rnizl' off thi> Hio dP Lt l'lata 
fihe look a mall l'nl:ll'(':l from ( 'adi,, hound to 1\1onlo \'ideo, ~JI 
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board of which was Don Leon .Attalaguerre the Governour of 
Monte Video and its dependencies, he having preferred making the 
voyage in this Vessel the better to elude the British Ships Cruizing 
before Cadiz. Captain Larcom about a fortnight after the Capture, 
meeting with a Portuguese V easel bound to Monte Video sent 
Don Leon Attalaguerre to his Government in this Vessel, giving 
him every thing which he declared upon his honour to be his own 
private property, and which was worth many Thousand Pounds. 
The Gratitude of the Govcrnour for the kind and liberal treatment 
he met with is very strongly expressed in a Letter he wrote to 
Captain Larcom in the Portuguese V eseel, and sent to him before 
she parted from the Lancaster. 

In my Letter of the 27th ultimo I stated it to be my intention 
to appoint for the reasons mentioned therein the Adamant to 
convey to Mocha the Vessel loaded with some Salted Provisions 
for the use of the Troops in the Red Sea, but having since that 
time become more informed of the situation of public affairs in 
Europe, and maturely reflecting thereon, I judged it proper, much 
as it is my wish that the Bottom of the Adamant should be 
looked at, to detain her here, and appoint the Pe'11{1Uin for that 
Service. 

In my Letter of the 27th ultimo I informed you that the Star 
Upon Survey had been Reported to me not to be worth repair, and 
that she was not fit to proceed to Sea, but that I meant to have 
her again Surveyed, more clearly to ascertain her real state, and 
the La'Ma&ter arriving, I was enabled for that pul'PQBe to avail 
:myself of the superior professional abilities and judgement of Mr. 
John Orsmond the Carpenter of that Ship, and the report from 
him and two other Carpenters stated her to be worth Repairing; 
and :ehe was deemed with some little Strengthening safe to proceed 
to England : She is therefore ordered home, conformably to the 
tenor of their Lordships directions communicated to me in your 
Letter of the 31st January last. I am &c. 

(Signed) ROGER CURTIS. 

IV, C 
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f Original.] 

Lette1· from VICE ADMIRAL CURTIS to EVAN NEPEA~, ESQUE. 

Lanca81er, SJM<'NB IlAv, 
CAPE OF GOOD IloPE, 25tli June 1801. 

Srn,-I have statecl to you in various Letters for the information 
of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, the distress we are 
in from the apprehension of a want of Bread, and the measures 
adopted, under the authority of the Government here, to prevent 
the calamity of a total want of that article. 

I have informed you that pressing solicitations from the Govern­
ment here had been sent to India for Rice, and that Vessels had 
been dispatched thither as well as to the Brazils for that Article. 
But no relief has as yet reached us, except a very small quantity 
of Rice from the latter Country. 

When the alarm here respecting a deficiency of Corn for Bread 
appeared to be so well founded as to cause the appointment of a 
special Commission to allot and regulate the Consumption of 
Bread, effectual measures were taken to ascertain correctly what 
quantity of Corn there really was in the Country, which was 
effectually done. The Inhabitants, the Army and Navy, according 
to their numbers, \\ ere then allotted their several proportions 
thereof, and my department was dealt with very liberally, anu 
our proportion of the Corn in band has been delivered to us. 

Deeming it proper their Lordships should know precisely our 
situation in respect to this very important article of Victualling, I 
have caused a strict investigation to be made, and from the result 
thereof I am to acquaint you for the information of their Lordships 
that by continuing all persons belonging to the Squadron at 5 
allowance of Bread and serving Rice in the same proportion in 
lieu of Bread two days in each ·week, we ham Breacl, with Rice 
in lieu thereof, suflicient to furnish us with Bread ',rictualling 
until the lGth of J )ecember next. It is here to be obsen ed that 
this applies to the 8hips of the 8quadron only, and that if any 
Ships arrive here to be Victualled from the Naval 8tores, as was 
the case with the Ships under 8ir Home Popham, our Bren.cl 
Victualling will last RO much a less time, proportionate to the 
quantity taken from us. The Bread Victualling, whieh is calcu-
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lat~d to lasi us until the lGth December next, arises from the 
Bread and Hice we hn.ve in hand, and it is reckoned upon there is 
ahout 2,000 Mui(!s more of Corn to come in from the Country, but 
which cannot be expected hefure the Month of Septemuer. Our 
proportion of this is about 330 Muids, to the Flour of which, if we 
add l Barley :Meal, which is the case in the Bread we now eat, 
and Hice aniYes to enable us to continue to issue Rice as at present 
two days in the \Yeek in lieu of Dread, we shall then haYe 
Bread Yictualling for fi2 days at ~ allowance, beyond the lGth 
lJecembcr. 

It is necessary on this i1nportant subject I should inform their 
Lor(hihips that Yery little Wheat of the ensuing HarYest can be 
expected to come in from the Country until towards the latter end 
of ,January next. ]from the lGth J)ecember to the end of January 
is 5G <lays, but supposing the 52 <lays more Brea<l Victualling 
mentioned in the last paragraph to last 5G days, their Lordships 
will see that the Squadron will be then totally u·ithout Bread, and 
supposing that the Corn should then be brought in fast from the 
Country, I must remark to their Lor<lships that owing to the un­
avoidable daily consumption, no little time must elapse before we 
should get a sufficiency of Bread beforehand to enable the Ships 
to proceed to Sea, however urgent may be the necessity for their 
so doing. 

Being thus situated in respect to Bread, their Lordships will 
naturally believe the subject occupies my most serious reflection. 
When I cousi<ler how very fur we are remote from any Country 
where we may obtain Bread or ltice (the East Indies being the 
neare t resource) and rellect on the probability of an eYent 
occurring which may make it of the greatest national importance 
that the Squa<lron should proceed to f;ea, I look with no liltle 
dread on the remaining here until we have not Bread Yictualling 
left to allow us to leaYe the Country or put to Sea, however 
lllomentous, in the vicissitude of human affairs, may ue the 
necessity for our so doing. But I hope succours will so timely 
arrive as to quiet the great anxiety l am unJer on this sul>Ject. 
If they do not, it is my opinion I should greatly fail in my duty, 
Wt•rc l not to exercise that <liscretiouary power which in the 
exigenC'y of affairs hclongs to every Officer to :Exercise, and take 
811 <:h :tcps as may he rccp1isiie that the Ships of His Majesty 
entrusted to my <:arc arc not reduced to a state that they could 
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not go out to face an Enemy, or repair to the assistance of any 
Territory belonging to His Majesty, towanls which tho Enemy 
may hiwe proceeded. 

In my Letter to you of the 12th January last, I informed their 
Lordships of the reasons which then appeared to apprehend a 
scarcity of Bread, and I submitted to the consideration of their 
Lordships the expediency of sending hither Five Hundred 
Thousand Pounds of that Article. If this Bread arrives my 
anxiety will be removed, but if it does not, nor any supplies of 
Corn or Rice arrive from other quarters, ar~d I should at last think 
it my duty to remove the Squadron from the Colony, for the 
reasons I have set forth here, I shall procr,ed to India, and join 
Vice Admiral Rainier. I know not where besides I could with 
certainty get Bread or Rice for the Ships, for it appearing certain 
that Portugal will be forced to submit to the terms for Peace 
proposed by the :French Government, it is more than probable the 
Ports of Brazil will be shut against us. But were not such an 
event to be apprehended, I should prefer going to India because, if 
the change of affairs in Europe should enable the Enemy to send 
a :Force to that Country, I shall be in the way to assist in frus­
trating their designs, when my being on the Coast of Brazil could 
not possibly be attended with any beneficial consequences. And 
here I beg permission very humbly to remark to their Lordships 
that should I go to India, I think from the state of things in 
J<:urope, the measure is more likely to be attended with advantage 
than detrimental to the public Service. ·For if an Armament be 
sent against this Colony, the probability of which I have given 
reasons for in my Letter of yesterday, the Enemy by correspon-
1.lents from hence, as well as by otl10r sources of i11formalion, arc 
so well apprized of the number and Ntrength of the Nhips attached 
to it, they will doubtles allot a <lec:isively superior force for the 
occasion, and my Squadron would avail nothing in the J >efeucc of 
the place; for were I to disembark the Ollicers arnl Crews of the 
~hips, and join them to the Troops, the knowledge of the fad 
would enable the Enemy to adopt the like mea ure, an<l therefore 
the comparative strength of the conternling parties on :,;hore would 
remain the same. It cannot he <lonLtc<l that if the Enemy were 
successful here, and fur the reasons a8. ign •<l above it does rn,t .eem 
likely my Squa<lron would he aLle to hi1ulcr tlicir views at this 
11lacc, the • woulcl im11H•<liatoly JH'oc·ee<l to l nclia, "herP my 
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S<1uadron, being added to Vice Admiral Rainier's, would very 
probal>ly not only frustrate their schemes in that Country, but 
destroy their whole Force. I am &c. 

(Signed) IloaER Cu1ms. 

L Copy.] 

Proclamation by ~L\.rnrt GENERAL FRANCIS DuxD.\S. 

·whereas Arend <le vVaal Esrire. and the Gentlemen Commis­
sioners appointed to examine and mark the old defaced paper 
money have reported to me that the Sum of Forty Thousand Ilix­
dollars, being a part of the sum of Fifty Thousand Ilixdollars 
stamped and signed as directed hy a vVarrant of the late Governor 
Sir George Yonge bearing date 31st of January last, ha been 
exchanged for pieces to a similar and eriual amount of worn out 
and defaced paper money unfit for Circulation, And whereas, in 
conformity to the Public Notice of the 5th of June given by my 
orders and in consequence of the Ileport of a Special Commission 
appointed by me to examine into the State of the Treasury, stating 
that as soon as the Sum of Forty Thousand Rixdollars should be 
?ot in to answer the like sum of new paper money prematurely 
issued, the same should be burnt in the usual manner hitherto 
observed. 

I do therefore require and direct that Brigadier General Hall, 
l~dward Buckley, Esq re., Civil Paymaster, vVilliam Stephanus van 
Hyneveld, Esq re., llfr, Majesty's Fiscal, together with two Members 
of the Court of ,Justice and two l\femhers of the Burgher Senate, to 
he appointed by the Court and Senate, do meet at the Office of 
1/evonue in the Castle on Thursday morning the 2nd of July next 
at 10 oUlock, and that they do then and there receive from A. de 
\V aal Esq re. the ahove mentioned sum of Hixdollars 40,000, and . 
after examining the same that they do, and in their presence in the 
Court Yanl of tho Castle aforesaid cause the same to he publickly 
li~irut :tllll <lestroyed ; and in case tho examination of the soYeral 
Jneccs of money which constitute the ahoYe sum of Hixdollars 
40,ooo cannot lie con<'luded in one day, they are then and in that 
1:ase io adjourn arnl proceed therein as shall appear best to them, 
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but so as to finish and conclude in the shortest time possible. And !I 
it is further directed that the several persons above-mentioned do 
sign two Certificates of their proceedings herein in the English and 
Dutch Languages to be drawn up and prepared by the Secretary of 
the Board of Revenue or Mr. H. C. V oget assisted by Mr. G. C. I 
Hohne Sworn Interpreter to the Government under the direction 
of the :Fiscal; one of which Certificates is to he delirnred to A. de 
"\Vaal Esqre., as his discharge of the Sum of Hixdollars 40,000 :rith 
which be now stands charged to His Majesty ; and the other 1s to 
he lodged in the records of the Court of Justice by the :Fiscal and 
Members thereto belonging, at their next meeting after the signing 
as above directed. 

And His Majesty's :Fiscal is h<arehy also directed to require and 
demand of the Court of Justice within Six days after the lodging 
of such Certificate above mentionetl, that they do pass a public .Act 
under their hand & Seal at the Court, certifying and declaring all 

1 the proceedings which have been held and have taken place with 
regard to the Stamping aud Signing of the several pieces of Money, 
and expressed in the ·warrant of the 31st January last, as also of 
the exchanging and destroying of worn out and defaced public 
money equivalent thereto, annexing to or including in such their 
act authentic Copies of the several Certificates lodged as directed 
in their Records, which puhlic act is to be presented to me to be 
disposed of in such manner as I may think expedient and proper 
for the satisfaction of His Majesty in the premises. 

For all which this sl,all be to all concerned a full and sufficient 
warrant and authority. 

Given under my Hand & Seal at the Castle of Good Hope this 
25th day of June 1801. 

(, igned) FnA~crs DmmAs. 

[Original.] 

Letter from VICE ADMIHAL Uuuns to EVA~ EPEA~, ERQRE. 

Lanrn.sfrr, R1.1oxs DAY, 
CAPE OP Gooo IloPE, '26th June 1801. 

Srn, - You will be p1easecl to inform the Loi-us Commissioners of 
the Admiralty that the following Rliips are in this Bay, hcing 
detained in Virtue of His Majesty's Order in Council dated the 

 

 



Records of the Cape Colony. 23 

14th January 1801, and their Lordships' Order dated the following 
day. 

The Litt!~ Catherine a Danish Ship from Copenhagen bound to 
Batavia. Most of her Cargo was consigned to Merchants here, and 
landod before the Order for Detention arrived. She has only a 
quantity of Iron and some trifles remaining on board. Burthen 
4:~2 Tons, 10 Guns, and 34 Men. Detained in Table Bay by 
Order of 1\fajor General Dundas the acting Governour. 

The Suphici 11fa:;dafr,w a Ship belonging to the Swedish East 
India Company, of 700 Tons burlhen and Gl :\fen, Hans Hansson 
Commander. From Canton bound to Gottcnlmrgh, laden with 
Teas, Nankeen, l)orcelain, Rhubarb, &c., &c. Detained by His 
Majesty's Sloop the Pc,iyuin in Lat. 34° 12' S., Long. 17° 23' East, 
on the 13th April 1801. 

The Prince uf Au.1ustc,iburyh, Benjamin Scribhilan Commander, 
a Ship belonging to the Danish East India Company, GOO Tons 
lmrthen, 78 1\fen, lG Gun', from Bengal bound to Copenhagen, 
laden with Irnlia Merchandize. Boarded by the Boats of the 
• quadron in False Bay on the evening of the 20th instant, and 
brought to this Anchorage. 

The Princess Lu11isn A11gnsta, Hans Froon Commander, be­
longing to the Danish East India Company. Burthen 1,000 Tons, 
1~7 Men, 24 Guns, laden with piece Goods, r>epper, &c. from 
Bengal, bound to Copenhagen. 

This Ship was on the 13th April last taken possession of in 
Lat. 1 ° 4' 8., Long. 18° 30' \Vest, by the Ship Brita1wia, Benjamin 
8toute 1\faster, the Britannia being thtn on her passage to Bombay, 
and procee1led with the Daui:Jh for the Cape of Good Hope. His 
Majesty's 8hip the La nca;,tcr returning from Sea foll in with the 
Britannia and the before mentioned Danish Ship on the 2nd June, 
the Cape of Uood Hope heing then about 8 or 0 Leagues distant. 
Caplaiu Larcom of the Lawastcr finding upon enquiry of Mr. 
8toulc, the Master of the Brita 1rnia, that he haJ no Letter of 
Marque against Denmark, nor any .Authority for detaining Danish 
~hips, corn,idcre<l it to I.Je his l>n1.y to take possession of the Dano 
anu briug her into safety in this llay, ·which he accordingly <lid. 
Hut he ·i1lcs the ground for laking possession of the Danish Ship 
which l\tp(ain Larcom had, on uccount of lhc Britannia having no 
Authority for d 'lainin" her he was further inuuceJ so to do, in 

0 ' 

cuusidcralion of the great value of the Ship, Leing supposed lo be 
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worth nearly £300,000, and Mr. Stout, the Master of the Britannia 
having declared his Ship was so weakly Manned, he had been 
apprehensive the Danes would rise on his Crew, having only 
Eleven Europeans in his Ship, some Lascars, and had at the same 
time about 90 Danish Prisoners, besides Lascars and Danish 
Passengers, upon which Captain Larcom took out of the Britannia 
the Boatswain of the Dane who was in Irons on account of 
threatening language he had made use of, and 18 other Danes ; 
and being informed the Danish Ship was so weakly manned she 
was by no means in a state of safety he sent a Lieutenant, a 
Master's Mate, and 25 Men Armed, to take charge of her, and 
follow the Lancaster into Simons Bay. 

The Britannia, which detained this Ship, did not get in until 
some days afterwards, when the Comman<l.er and Supercargo 
coming to me, I told them I should state all the circumstances 
relative to the Danish Ship they had originally <l.etained to the 
Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty. I informed them that the 
Order issued to His Majesty's Ships was simply to Detain the 
Ships of Russia, Sweden and Denmark, until further Instructions 
werf3 given. That if a ·war between England and those Powers 
took place whether those concerned in the detention of these Ships 
should have any share of their proceeds depended entirely upon 
His Majesty's Pleasure, but there could be made no claim of 
Right. In all events, I said, that although they had detained the 
Danish Ship without Authority for so doing, their conduct therein 
would be duly determined on. They seemed perfectly satisfied 
with the observations I made to them, and expressed no discontent 
at Captain Larcom's conduct, but going up to Cape Town, they 
made, and Served a Protest upon Captain Larcom against bis 
proceedings, and also served upon me a l>rotest for having sent an 
Officer to the Britannia to desire that the Captain of the Dane 
might come to me and bring with him his l>apers; but the fact is 
I desired to see the Danish Captain and gave no Orders at all 
about his Papers. I have thought it necessary to state these facts 
to their Lordships, because whatever pretensions those of the 
Britannia might otherwise have had for remuneration respecting 
the Detaining the Dane, their Lordships will prohahly he of 
opinion those pretensions are comi<lerably diminished by their 
opposition to Authority and Litigious Conduct. 

Looking forward to the further disposal of the Detained Ships 
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mentioned in this Letter, it has become a matter of consideration 
wiLh me how Men can be ol1tained here to conduct them to 
J<:ngland, in case of a War between Great Britain, Sweden and 
Denmark, and to which I humbly beg leave to call also their 
Lordships' attention. I am &c. 

(Signed) ROGER CURTIS. 

[Copy.] 

Proclamation by MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS. 

Whereas it has been represented to me that the penalty of 
three thousand Hi.-::dollars awarded by the Proclamation of the 
2nd October 1798 has been found insufficient to preYent the 
continuance of persons not being Butchers from proceeding them­
selves or employing their .Agents to proceed on various pretences 
into the Country Districts, for the purpose of buying or bartering 
Cattle without having previously appeared before His Majesty's 
:Fiscal and made Oath, as required by the said proclamation, to 
the observance of their written instructions, by which illicit traffic 
so productive to the persons carrying it on that they can even 
afford to pay the said penalty out of their profits, great and 
serious inconYeniences have arisen to His Majesty's GoYernment 
and the public at large, I have therefore found it expedient to 
order, and accordingly it is hereby ordered, that all persons 
neglecting the performance of any of the Conditions specifi13d in 
the said proclamation shall in addition to the said pennlty of 
three thousand Rixdollars suffer confiscation of all the Cattle so 
purchased or bartered beyond the number limited by the said 
proclamation, the Informer to receive one third part of the whole 
penalty . 

.And I further direct and order that every article of the aforesaid 
proclamation of the 2nd October and all the Laws of this Colony 
also which respect the practice of hawking and peddling shall 
continue to be most rigorously enforced. 

Given under my Hand & Seal Casile of Good Hope this 
27th June 1801. 

(Signed) :FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

 

 



26 Records of the Cape Colony. 

[Copy.] 

Letter froni MR. H. C. D. MAYNIER to MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS. 

MoN G:f:~ERAL,-Dans rna derniere lcttre dont l'officier Stuart 
etoit le porteur, j'annoncois a votre Excellence que toua etoit dans 
la plus parfaite tranquillite, dans ce rnorncnt ici je nc puis pas etre 
aussi heureux, je suis au desespoir d'etre dans la rnalheureuse 
necessite d'informer Votre Excell. que tres peu de jours apres le 
depart de Stuart cette tranquillite a ete interrompue d'une maniere 
non pas tout a fait inattendue mais assez singuliere, telle que 
Votre Excell. le verra par le recit que je vais lui en faire et aussi 
circonstancie que le peu de temps que me reste me le perrnettra. 
Vers le fins du mois de May dcrnier il se repandit un bruit tout 
a coup dans la Colonie que le Gouvernernent avoit forme le plan 
de s'emparer de force des habitants pour en faire des Soldats et 
des Matelots que personne ne seroit exempt de cet engagement que 
les vieillards a tetes grises, que moi j'etois charge de la part du 
Gouvernernent d'executer ce plan a !'occasion de l'opgaaf qui avoit 
ete fixe le 15 de Juin. Aussitot que je fus instruit que ce bruit 
courroit et qu'il ne lassoit point que d'alarrner les habitans et 
connoissant leurs trop grande facilite a croire des tels bruits je fis 
toutes les recherches poss~bles pour decouvrir celui qui l'avoit 
repandu et en rneme temps tout ce que je pouvois faire pour 
arreter son progret et a detromper ceux qui etoient assez credulcs 
pour ajouter foi a cette calumnie infame. Au moment que je m'y 
atteudois le moin le W agtmeestcr Van Blerk du District de }.folk 
ri viere et Gert Coetzee beau fils de vieux N amle arri verent le 
(i de Juin pour m'informer que tousles habitans de Brnins Iloogte 
et une partie de Vogel et r>lat rivfore avoient quittes subitemcnt 
leurs habitations ct qu'ils s'etoicnt tons rasscmbles a Zwagcrshoek, 
sans qu'ils purent me dire pourquoi ni qu'elles etoient lcs inten­
tions de ces gens. Aussitot apres cette informationj'expetlie dans 
la minute meme un certain Jan Jacohsz ci-devant Wachtmecster 
de houte Niqualand avcc unc qualification de sc transporter au 
plutot vers ccs gens assemhlecs ct de s'infonner des raisons qui 
pouvoicnt avoir donnees lieu a une fuite aussi subitc et impanlon­
able. Le 9 Jacobs revint et me rapporta qu'effectivemcnt il avoit 
rencontre tous ccs habilans reunis 11 Zwager'shoek fuyant de toutcs 
lcurs forecs vcrs la Tarka pour joindre le commandant de ee 
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District Johannes van der Walt, que tous ce qu'il avoit pu 
dccouvrir de ce gens, etoit que Rensburg lui avoit repondu sur 
les questions qu'il lui avoit fait qu'on ne pouvoit plus habiter 
Bruins Hoogte qu'on y etoit continuellement inquiete par les 
Caffres; et qu'un certain Henrick Kok qui etoit du complot et 
avec qui J acobszen etoit en pays de connoissance lui avoit fait le 
confidence que tout ce que Hensburg lui avait dit des Caffres 
n'ctoit qu'un pretexte et que c'ctoit le bruit dont je viens de parlcr 
et qui parroissoit avoir pris son origine pas fort loin de Hensburg 
ct l'autre du ·wagtmeester Piet Erasmus qui devrient ace qu'ils 
lui avoit dis contenir un rapport officiel et circonstancier des 
raison qui les avoient engagees a fuirs. Ces lettres dont les 
Copies sont incluses n'ctant du tout point d'accords avec les 
raisons que Hensburg avoit donn6 a Jacobs, me firent soupi;onner 
qu'effectivement les Caffres n'6toient qu'un pretexte et que toutcs 
autres choses devoient cire la cause de cette conduite et de leur 
reunion en ccns6quense sans per<lre un seul instant je fi.s publier 
le 12 de Juin une prochmation et aussitot circulier des ex­
emplaires dans toutes les Districts, cette proclamation ind6-
pendammcnt de tous les autres moyens que j'employois a contre 
<lire ce fameux bruit fit un heureux effet. Les habitans de 
Renosterberg, Sneeuberg, Cambdebo, Zondags, Vogel, et 1\folks 
riviere ainsi que des Zwarte ruggens revenues de leurs erreurs et 
parfaitement detrompes de bruit que les avoit epouvante se 
pr6senterent sans aucune crainte et avec toute la confiance 
possible a l'opgaaf a temps pr6scrit. A cette occasion comme V. E. 
voudra s'imaginera bien facilement je n'ai rien neglige a leur 
inspirer de la confiance et de.. la fidelite pour le gouvernement et 
au mcme tems de ho1Teur pour la conduite de leurs compatriots 
chaqu'un des habitans des districts mentionnees sur la proposition 
que je leur en ai faite ont renouvelles sans la moindre contrainte 
de la mcillure volonte du monde le serment de fidelit6 ainsi j'ai 
continue en temoignant tou,iours a chacun !'indifference la plus 
parfaite a ions ce que pouvoit entreprendre les mal intentionn6es . . 
Le 3 do Jnillet denx hottcntots de voisinage de Tarka vinrent 
m'informer qu'une troupe considerable de paysans avoit quittee 
Tarka J>our s'achemener vers Graaff lleinet pour l'attacquer et la 
lllettre en cernlre et que ceLtc troupe etoit deja arriv6e a Spitzkop 
environ huite heure a cheval de Graaff-Reinet. Avec l'air de 
mcpriscr cetlc nouvelle, sans interromprc l'opgaaf ni aucune 
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affaires et ouvrages ordinaire je me mis sans qu'on s'aperrut sur 
mes gardes et en etat de les attendre. 

Le jour suivant le W achtmeester de Sneeuberg Schalk Willem 
Burger barendzoon arriva et me remit une lcttre ecritc par le chefs 
de la ligue addressees a lui et au Commandant de Snceuberg Carel 
David Gerots pour les engager a les joindre avec leurs hommes 
telle que Votre Excellence le verra par la Copie de ceite leiire. 
Cet homme quoique fidele etoit trcs embarrasse quel partie prcndre 
il me demanda comment il devoit se comporter je lui repondit que 
je ne pouvois lui donner aucun conseil, que c'etoit a lui a savoir ce 
qu'il avoit a faire, que tout ce que je pouvois lui dire etoit que je 
le crois attache au Gouvernemcnt par son Serment de fidelito, quo 
cependant je lui laissais comme indifi"erement a tout le monde la 
parfaite liberte de prendre tel partie que bon lui semblcroit que 
seulement j'avois a lui declarer que sans avoir cgard au nombre 
j'etois fermement decide a re~evoir tons ceux qui se prcsenteroient 
a defendre l'autorite et les interets du Gouvernement et q_u'au 
premier acte d'hostilite je les exterminerois q_u'il pouvoit faire ce 
rapport a tout ceux qui voudroient l'entendre q_ue mon partie la 
dessus etoit pris !'intention des habitans assembles, d'apres cette 
lettre ne pouvant plus etre une mistere j'ai cru devoir prendre les 
devants et y donner moi-meme toute la publicite possible ct d'en 
informer les villagois afin de prevenir que les nouvelles mal rap­
portees OU exagerees ne les epouvantassent point a cet fin je le fis 
taus assembler le lendemain matin a la chambre du conseil au 
Drostdy, leur ayant communique la lcttre et la conduite louable 
du Wachtmeester Burger qui au lieu de se laisser entrainer par la 
terreur otoit venu pour me remcttre la lettre et m'informer qu'on 
voleloit de soduire je leur ai declare quo j':wois pris la partie 
d'attendre de pied ferme la ligne, q_ue je ne m'imploroit le secours 
de personne, que chacun pouvoit se tenir tranquil chez soi, quo 
je me defendrois moi-meme avec les troupes ct lcs hottentots. 
Cette rnanicre indifferente d'agir fit impression, chacun s'otfrct 
alors volonticrcmcnt pour <lcfenclre avec moi la cause <le Gouvcruo­
mcn t, je lour tcmoignc ma satisfaetion sur lcnr eon<luite et commc 
parmi le nombre de villageois il se trouvoit plusieurs anciens 
cannonicrs j' en fis usage pour la service des canons dont j'avois 
confio le commandemcnt au Sccrctaire Van Dicmcn qui avoit scni 
aussi clans l'artilleric, l'aueicn Secrctairc Omt1•l sc trom ant pour 
quclquc terns ici, s'offrit aussi pour le service du canon ct ces dcu, · 
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pcrsonncs de concert formcrcnt avcc toutc l'activite possible un 
pctit corps d'Artillcrie. .An moment c1uc lcs Yillagcois assembles 
nller quitter la chambre lcs ITecmradcn Bmith et Liebenberg ainsi 
que la I >iacre Marais proposercnt d'aller au devant de la ligue avcc 
le \V achtmcestcr Burger pour tacher de detourncr ces gens de leur 
plan; malgro leurs hons intentions, ne jugeant point a-propos de 
lcur accorder cettc permission de crainte que la liguc pris leurs 
hons intentions pour unc avance ou foiblcsse de ma part, jc leur 
r ·fuse lcurs proposition , mais le nomhre assemble s'etant joint a 
cu.· pour me supplier en grace de permettre que les trois personncs 
Y allassent disant, que les gens de la ligue pouvoient titre i.nduits 
en crreur par ce malheureux hrnit qui s'etoit disperse et que peut 
titre par le moyens de c • trois hommes bien intentionnces ou 
pourroit prevcnir une affaire malheurcuse, je fus oblige de ceder a 
lcurs instances, cependant sous cette condition qu'ils preteroient 
en tout temps serment qu'ils n'avoient point envoyes ni employes 
par moi a cet effot mais qu'ils y ctoient aller de leurs propres 
chefs. Ces trois personnes partircnt et revenrent deux jours aprcs 
ct m'informerent qu'il n'y avoit point moyen de detourucr ces gens 
qu'ils etoicnt au moins 400 en nombre; que le fameux Buys avcc 
des millicrs de Caffn,s, ainsi que Tjaart van der Waldt avec un 
grand nombre d'hommes de Zwellentlam devoient arriver aussi 
pour faire cause commune avcc la ligue bien loin de me laisser 
deconcerter par ces rapports je lcur repondis, faut mieux, plus le 
nombre sera grand plus nous aurons <le gloire a les vaincre par les 
]>reparations que je fis le lendemain je leur fis voir que leurs 
rapports ne m'avoient point alarme, et qu'ils n'avoient chancre en 
1·icn le plan que j'avois forme e Jes receYoir, alors ces Heemraden 
me <lircnt que Jes chefs de la ligue lcs avoient charges de me dire 
qu'ils dcsiroicnt de me parlor, ct <1ue si je ,oulois les as urer qu'il 
Ile lcur arri \·cront :tucun mal il \ icndroient :1 rnoi, je ne fis point de 
<lifftl'lllto de lcur enrnyer cette assurance, le meme jour un des chefs 
,l<>lt8• van dcr "\Valtlt aniva chez moi; lu.i ayant <.lcmande la raison 
<le 'a COIHluite il me repomlit, ciu'etant seul, il n'etoit point en 
~lroit de me dire le' raisons <iui l'avoit decide ainsi que les autrcs 
a l'Oll H•11ir i'L cc point, mais quc ccpcnclant il vouloit ricn prcmlre 
sur lui malgrc la def cm;• des autrcs chefs, de me dire quc la prin­
cipalc eau c de Ieur demardic eto1t le lm1it <1ui arnit cite repandu 
quc le gonvcrnemcnt s'crnparcroit des hahitan pour les engagcr de 
lorn• an Fl\n·ice, qu'ils avuieut l'lc fort:cs d'agoutcr foi U, cc bruit, 
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parccqu'il avoit etc confirme aussi par un Caffrc pris sur le fa.it a 
voler un moutons, que le Caffre etant pris, lui avoit confcssc, qu'il 
avoit ete envoye pour dire a sa nation que pendant que jc attac­
querois les hallitans de ce cote iri les Uaffres dcvoient eu faire 
autant de leur cote afin de mettre les paysans entre deux peur, que 
les habitans n'avoient jamais eu intentions de venir les armes a la 
main ni de commetre les moindres hostilites a Graaff Reinet ; 
qu'ils avoient seulement progetes dans les commencemens de venir 
une quarantaine d'hommes pour s'informer chez moi si ce llruit 
etoit fonde, mais qu'en chemin Oll leur avoit dit, qne s'ils par­
roissoient a Graaff Ileinet je les ferois exterminer, que cette 
nouvelle leur avoit inspirec de la crainte et le nomllre s'etant 
agrandi on avoit resolu de venir arme a Graaff lteinet d'autant 
plus qu'ils aYoient etes informes aussi que Jes Hottentots accuses 
d'avoir assassines Claas Prins avoient etes mis en lillert6 par Mons. 
Somerville pendant mon allsence, et cela etant qn'ils craignoient se 
presentant desarmes iri tl'etre attaques par ces Hottentots. J\I'ayan t 
fait cette histoire il me <lemanda permission pour ses confrores 
pour venir me parler aussi, cette permission accor<lee il me <lit, 
qu'ils viendroient volontiers, mais pas sans arm~s, je lui repomlis 
que je ne vouloit point permettre a personne d'entrer arme que le 
premier qui se presenteroit arme, je lui ferroit llrfiler la sorvele, il 
me repliqua qu'il fenoit tout ce qu'il pourroit pour les disposer 
pour venir comme il etoit venu desarme mais qu'il ne croioit point 
qu'il reussiroit parcc<]_u'ils avoient trop peur de ces hottcntots 
roentionnees et de tant tl'autres qui se trouvoient rassemblces ici jc 
lui repette que le premier qui cntreroit arrne scroit mis a mort, qu' 
au restc il ferroit commc il voudroit, la dessus il pa.rtit. Quel(rues 
heures apres son depart Rcnshurg et Pict Erasmus aui,orcnL dis­
armes et tros soumis et me dirent la mcme chose <rue van der 
Waltlt qu'ils avoient etes epouvantcs par ce bruit. Apres leur 
avoir dit tout cc <1n'on pent dire en parcille cas ils partinmt, 
disant qu'ils ferroient tous cc qui dependroiL dcux pour dctromper 
ct detoumcr leur gens. Le Lcmlernain toute la l>endc de pay1,ans 
au nombre <le ~00 1rn·ut sur lcs hauteurs autour <le Graaff Reinct, 
toutcs les dispositions de defense etant prise j'ai dunno l'ordre a 
l'officicr Lindon aussi qu'au eornrnandant de l'artilleric Van 
Diemen de sc tenir sculement sur la dcfeuse (le les laisser ap­
procher a bout touchaut, ct au premier eoup de fusil de l'enncrni 
<le sui vre mon exemple de ne point pren<lre ni de donuer <1uar(ier 
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pendant que les paysans ctoient aissi portes sur les hauteurs, le 
pere de Wachtmeester Burger arriva pour me prier de la part de 
ces gens de remettre en surete les hottentots qui avoient as­
sassinees Prins et de leur donner une assurance qu'ils n'auroient 
rien a craindre de la part du Gouvernement, je donnai une lettre 
au digne veillard qui etoit a moitie mort de peur et une de 
l'officier Lindon que je lui avoit fait ecrire au chefs de la ligue. 
Aussitot que le veillard eu remis les lettres les paysans disparurent, 
etant informe que la ligue se proposoit de revenir trois jours 
apres j'ecrivis une lettre aux chefs que j'avois ete instruit de 
bonne part de lours intentions de revenir, que je les prevenois 
pour la derniere fois que s'ils osoient reparoitre que certaine­
ment ils n'en seroient point quitter a si bon marche que la 
premiere fois; qu'ils pouvoient etre persuades que je ne me 
tiendrois plus sur la defense mais que je les attacquerois.-que 
s'ils s'en retourneroient tranquillement chcz eux que je leurs 
pardonnerois ce qu'ils avoient fait jusqu'o. present. Lundy le 13 
Instruit qu'ils avanrerent de nouveau je pris soin de faire occuper 
les monticules qu'ils avoient occupes a leur premiere apparition 
par les hottentots, qui etoient bien pla9es cashes et tres bien 
disposes a les attacquer tandis que les Dragons, pendoures et 
l'artillerie etoient pla9es devant l'eglise. Heureusement ils 
s'arreterent a une demi lieu de Graaff Reinet et quelque temps 
apr~s les chefs Rens burg, J. Van der W aldt, Pict Erasmus, Carel 
Gerotz et Christoffel Smith les deux derniers n' 6tant pour rien dans 
cette affaire les trois premiers me dirent qu'ils venoient pour me 
temoigner leurs satisfaction au sujet de la lettre que je leur aYois 
ecrit, qu'ils se reposoient sur la promesse que je lour n;voit fait que 
leurs fautes seroient pardonn \es, qu'ils csperoient que lcs hottentots 
qui avoicnt commis le meurtre seroient remis en surete, et que je 
no pcnnctterois desorrnais plus aux bottentots de faire usage de 
l'egli~c qu'ils avoient fait Latir de leur argent et cinquante autres 
lictises qui ne signifioient absolument rien, entre autrcs qu':1 
Zwellend:un on pouvoit faire son opgaaf chez le \Vacbtmeester 
du District que l'cnrcgistrement des hoLtentots ainsi quo leurs 
<lifferenls avcc lours maitres, ctoient confies aux soin des 
Commandants ct des '\Vachtmecstcrs et termines par eux qu'o. 
Zwcllernlam on ne payoit point l'opgaaf pour Jes hottentots et 
qu'on n'y payoit plus ricn anssi, pour l'cntrctien des rues au Cap 
ct c1uc Ri je voulois mcttre tout ccla sur le mt•rnc pied iri ils s'en 
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retourneroient tranquillement chez eux, et qu'ils se soumetteroient 
plus que jamais au gouvernement. Ces prieres faites Hcnslmrg et 
Piet Erasmus me clirent aussi qu'ils esperoient, ct qu'ils pricrent 
en grace qu'ils leurs seroient accordees autant de poudre qu'ils 
auroient besoin aussi que la permission d'attacquer les Caffres. Jc 
leur repondi avec fermete que jc leur avois deja declare mes inten­
tions dans ma lettre, que tant qu'ils seroient assemblees je 
n'ecouterois ni leur acconlerois aucune demande mais qu'aussitot 
qu'ils seroient disperses et rendus chez eux je m'interesseroit pour 
eux aupres de Votre Excellence, pour ce qui reganloit la <lemande 
<le Rens burg et de Piet Erasmus pour avoir autant cle pou<lre qu'ils 
avoient besoin, et la permission <l'attaquer les Caffres, que Voirc 
Excell. n'avoit nulle intention ue faire une guerre aux Caffres, 
qu'au eoutraire elle l'eviteroit autant que possiule, que par conse­
quent je les conseilloia de renoncer a cette iuee et qu'cn attendant 
je'n ferois mon rapport a Votre Excell. qu'elle prendroit de tels 
mesures a ce sujet qu'elle croira convenable et que j'esperois qu'ils 
s'y soumetteroit avec respect. .Apres cette declaration ils partirent 
selon les apparences assez contents et cette malheureuse affaire 
qu'auroit pu avoir des suites tres facheuses se termina ainsi fort 
heureusement. jusqu'a present mon General je ne crois pas avoir 
quelque chose a me reprocher d'avoir conduit cet affaire comme 
j'ai fuis sauve cependant le meilleur avis de Votre Excellence. Je 
m'estimerois trop henreux si cette conduite peut meriter son 
suffrage la seule chausa qui me tient a coeur et dont j'ai un repentir 
inexprimable est, que je n'ai pas resiste jusqu'au dernier moment 
aux instances perpetuelles de l'offtcier Lindon qui eiant inform6 
que les paysans n'etoient partis le Yernlredi que pour se 
renfors-er et pour revenir le Lundij me persecutai le soir du 11 
d'ecrire a la baie pour des troupes-des ce commencement de 
l'affaire il me representa la necessite de faire venir de la troupe, 
mais connoissant lcs difficultes ct les depcnses cnormes que 
cela auroit coute au gouvernement de faire marcher <lans cc 
moment des troupes je n'ai jamais pu m'y resoudre a la fin 
sur la <lcclaration qu'il me fit qu'il les croiait prevoir infaillihle­
mcnt j'eu la foiblcssc de ceder ct de signer une lcttre qu'il avait 
ccrit au Major Lcmoync-vous conccvcrcz aisscmcnt mon Ucncral 
taut qu'il me restoit le moindrc cspoir de pouvoir amrngcr l'alfaire 
sans l'intcrvention des troupes ma repugnance a faire usage de cc 
moycn, prcmierement pour eviler autant quc possil)le unc gucrrc 
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civile, dont los suites sont toujours incalculables, et que je voulois 
fair• voir au paysans que sans l'aide de plus de troupes, on pouvoit 
leur preter icte, en seconde lien pour ne pas alanner le cap et tlonner 
aux Enneruis do votre Excellence la !-,atisfaction d'asoir reussit a lui 
causer aussitot, son aYenement au gouvernerneut des desagrements 
en fin pour epargner au gou vernement des frais enormes qui auroieu t 
ctes inilisponsahles si on avoit eu tout de suite recour au moyen 
des troupes, sans avoir employo auparavant tous les moyens de 
douceur possible pour applanir et terminer cet affaire toutes ces 
raisons calculees m'ont deci<lee aussi a ue ,point ,~crire plutot je 
soutien<lrai jusqu'a la fin <le mes jours mon general 11ue cette 
affaire est un coup <l'adieu qu'on a prepare it Yotre Excell. et 
ccrtainement de la mauiere <pi'elle me parroit co11certce on n'a 
pas crn que cette alfairn finiroit comme elle a faite Si votre 
Excell veut ,ietter un coup d'oeil sur ma derniere lettre ecrite ,\ 
Sir Ceorge Yon~e dont je lui ai enrnye une Copie elle vcrrn 
clairemeut quo sans etre bien certain d'on le coup me serroit 
porto j'a,ois Ull presentiment quo quelque chose avoit cto arrange 
pcn<laut mon alJsence et que je devois m'y attendre plus ou moins. 
l\foralement persuade qu'il y :woit un tel manege j'ayois resolu 
<le terminer cet affaire de~agrcable moi mcme sana alarmcr le cap 
et sans aucun secour suit de douceur soit de force-en montrant 
toute la fermeto possible j'ai toujours employe le premier moyen 
<le preference d'autant plus que je prevoyois pou.-oir le faire sans 
compromettre l'autorite et le respect du Uovernemeut pour cela 
j'ai toujours cu grand soin de ne donner aucune autre interpretation 
aux dcmarches des paysans que la peur d'etre forcer de servir et <le 
passer les mers eflcdi\·emcnt a celui qui a repandu le bruit pour 
attendre son but i.nfame prct tous le reste des habitans le croioit 
fermemcnt et cc n'a etc qu'aprcs toutes les peines du mantle que 
j'ai pu veuir a bout de les convaincre que !'intention clu gou.-erne­
lllent n'avoit jamais ete de les forcer a aucun rnrvice rnilitaire 
qu'il etoit au contraire de son interet de laisser lcs paysans a ~a 
charrue, et que j'ai prevuc uue revolution compleite ct terrible­
<lans ce moment ici il n'y a plus le moindre doute et c'cst m1e 
verite connue a toute le monde, 1pte si au lieu de me tenir sur la 
defense ,i'avois rnalhcureusement provo<1ue, le feu de revolte auroit 
etc indubitalilement allume dans toute la Colonie car la ligue 
ll'attendois (JUO ccla pour avoir une raison solide 11, faire valoir 
anpres <le ceux <p1i n'arnieut pas voulu ernbra~scr ]curs quercllcs 
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et se mettre dans leurs intercts plusieurs pcrsonnes avoient deja 
etes forcees, et cettc ligue avoit mcna9e les hauitans qui avoient, 
refusees d'etre de leur partie, que si elle succomboit et qu'elle fut 
oulige a une retracte qu'elle pilleroit les habitans et qu'ellc s'cn 
fuiroit avec le butin a groote riviere et <le la en amaq ualand ct 
comme cette bende de mal intentionnces etoit composees des gens 
cornme Piet Prins, Frans Kruger les Bezuidenhout les dcscrteurs 
Anglois enfin de toute la clique <le Chyka excepte Buis qui 
u'avoient rien a perdre et capable de commettre tous les crimes 
possibles, ils avoient oouses la terreur a toute le reste des paysaus, 
qui n'avoient point le courage de se mettre du Cote du Gouvcnw­
rnent pour faire une fin a ces gens ainsi Mon general si j'ai 
employe de preference les moyens de la douceur pour arranger 
r-ette affaire ce n'a ete que pour prevenir toutes les suites mal­
heureuses que je n'auroit peut etre pu eviter par un autre moyen­
en tout cas je laisse desormais a vous mon general a juger ce que 
j'ai fait ou ce que j'aurois du faire de mieux je suis tout pret a 
me soumettre an jugement qu'il plaira a Votre Excell. d'en 
pronon9er si cette affaire contre toutes attentes a si heureusement 
tournee en bien et que le troupe qui a ete demand6e devient en ce 
moment inutile l'intention de l'officier Lindon a ete trop bonne 
et trop pure pour lui faire le moindre crime de m'avoir engage a 
la faire venir c'est officier s'est comportee dans cette affaire en 
homme d'honneur d'une maniere a meriter l'estime la plus 
marques de tout le monde et sur tout !'attention particuliere de 
V otre Excellence il merite Mon general de vous ctre recommarnle 
il a ete aussi que sa troupe infatigable-la comluite de ~ecretaire 
Van Diemen qui a commando l'artillerie ainsi que cello de 
l'ancien Secretaire Oertel qui commandoit une picee de canon 
a et6 on ne pcut plus distingnes aussi, je suis persuade <rue si 
malheureusement on avoit ct6 oblige tl'en vcnir au mains avec ses 
paysans, <rue ces trois pcrsonncs tant qn'ils auroicnt cu 1111 rnstc 
de vie auroicnt <lcfondu lcs intcretH du gouvcmcmcnt ct c'c de 
Votre }:xccllcucc et je nc puiK pour cda paK rn'cmpm:h<·r de 
rappeller le urn Rerviecs ct ]curs voloutccs signalecs au s<m Yell ir 
de votre Execll. et <l'implorcr sa protection pour eux-ilon 
intention etoit, avant cl'c<'rirc a Yotrc Ex('cll. <l'att\'ndre q11elq1ws 
jours, pour voir si cctte affairc nc laissoit iilu~ aueunc ::niitc i1 
craimlre mais le Capitainc Moore <p1i vient d'anivcr le ~O du moi~ 
avec 2ii hommcs J'iufantcrie 4- dnvrons cL ciuq artillicurs t•11 tout 
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:'i-i hommes m'ayant informo (lllC le Major malgr6 qu'il avoit eta 
pri6 je ccris lle ma part dam, I • lettre de l\1011 .r_ Lindon (le m• 
point alarmcr voh·• E.·cell. l'avoit cependant fait ju me hate de 
faire <lissiper l'inquietrnle <1ue sa lettre certainement aura cau~c 
a Yotre Excell. et pour preuenir des dispositions que Yotre 
Excell. ne reccvant point cle mes nouvelles auroit peut etre 
pu pren<l.re ct <1ui <levicmlroit inutile puis que la cho e a cto 
tcrminoe j'espere Conforme a SCS uesirs pour cette raison je 
suis decide <le renvoyer le troupe a la uaie a.pres <lemain, cc 
nomhre de moin a la liai pounoit affoiblir la guarnison qui <lcja a 
cc <1u'on m'a <lit n'ctoit que de cent homrncs, et qu'en cas d'un 
cvenement 2:i hommes de plus ou <le moins ici ne ferroit point 
une grandc dilforence, outre cela. en renvoyant la troupe je crois, 
et j'en suis presque ur qne la crainte que leur pre. ence canseroit 
toujours au paysans qui ne sont pas du moin mlC grantle partie 
encore parfailement rrueris de la crainte d'etre forre de scnir, ·e 
clicipera mi,m.· et que je regagnerai bientot leur coufiance en tout 
cas je cunscrrnrai jusqu'a cc qui plaim a Yotre Excell. d\,n 
Or<lunner autrement un Caporal et cinq hommes d'infantcrie la 
piece du Canon arnc ]cs 5 Cannoniers el deux: dragons de la liaie, 
et quand lemur quc jc fais construire antour de la ca~serne scm 
fini avec cc hummes de plus ct les troupes <1ne j'arnis deja je snis 
en etat de mettre la Yillage <le Uran.ff Heiuet a l'abri 1l'nn ~PcoIHle 
insulte; in1lependa111111ent de cela j'ai espoir que l'em ie ne 
re1,rernlm pas les pay,-;an. d'entrepre1Hlre une securnle foi • une 
fulie par •ill•; jc fcrai (lu moin de mon cote tout co qni <lepernlra 
de mui pour l'cmp •cl:er-a cet effet j'ai asi;;i,-to moi meme a 
l'opgaaf <lepuis le premi •r jums cp1'il a commmH.:o et j'y assi ·te 
encore tons le jours dc1mis le matin jns(p1'rm soir pour proclicr a 
tons cmv (1ui s'y present 'nt leur devoir ct veiller <plC ceu.· (1ui ne 
Ron( pas encore conornpn • ue le soient et j' use me po·su:tclcr (PW 

lcs !iOO qui out pa e en revu • u l'op"aaf ue se lai seront point 
ln1trni!ler par le torrcns-)lalgrc C(•la Yotre Excl'll. pent sc 
rcpospr cu toute sccmite (1u'en tnl\nillant a retablir le re1,n, ct la 
ll't1llq11illite jc me til'IHlrai toujnnrs 111' JIIC) g: nl , ~i ,. otn· 
E. l'<'ll. approuve la t•o111luitc q111• j'ai k1rn dalls ('t tt1• allairn je la 
11rimit, in tam111e11t (ll' , ouloir bil'll fain• t·omwitrc l • plntot !'I nn•c 
a11t11nt de puhlicitc po ihle an • hahitans d1• retie 'olonit\ qne si 
Yotrn E.Tell. a pu e duci(lc>r a 11c pas pm1ir l'andace d1• eette 
ligul• (l'll!IC rnauicrc ellccliensc, qnc C'cln 11'a ete qne ~ur Ille:, 
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instances qu'ayant rapporte a Votre Excellence que lcs payimns 
avoient ete induits en erreur par un bmit infame auqucl par lenr 
ignorance ils avoient malhcurcusement ajoutes foi quo votre 
J<:xccll. pour la dernier fois avoit bien voulue approuver le panlon 
que je leur avois accordo mais quo desormais elle m'or<lonnait 
d'employer les moyens que le Gouvcrnement a de faire rcntrcr 
clncun clans les borncs de sos devoirs et de faire re~pccler ses 
volontes-il est terns mon general de finir ccttc lcttre cnnuycusc 
et si mal ecrite je rougis de hontc d'etre oblige de vous la faire 
parvenir comrue ellc est, mais n'ayant point une minute dans la 
journee a moi je suis obli~o malgro ma foible santo d'cmployer la 
nuit comme le soul instant qui me reste pour vous ecrire toute 
la Colonie est temoin de la vcrite quo j'avance-vous f!arnz vous 
memo mon general apres unc tempetc pareillc le soin quc cela 
demande de se remettre en bon ordre tout cc qui a eto houlverse et 
quelles precautions il faut prendre pour calmer les esprits emus, 
et surtout dans ce moment ici ceux des hottentots et Caffrcs qui 
sont inquiets parcequ'ils out entendu comme tout le mornle les 
pretentious des paysans et qu'il n'ri pas ete possiule lle les leur 
cacher Mais grace a Dieu par la confiance qu'ils ont en moi j'espcru 
qu'ils seront bientot calmces. Avant de finir done cette terrible 
lettre je dois informer V otre Excell. pour sa tranq uillile <1uc nous 
sommes dans Jes meilleurs tonnes twee chyka se scroit pout etrc 
decide a venir a Graaff Ueinet il est venu twee ccttc intention 
jusqu'a groote Visch riviere pas loin de Lruinshoogte <l.e la il m'a 
envoye un mes8;ge pour rue faire <l.irc de vcnir au dcvant de lui 
pour le prendrc qu'informo par lcs gens quo les haLitaus aYoieuL 
quittecs lours habitations ct n'en sachant point la raison il arnit 
peur d'avancer-les mcsagcrs arrivercnt justement un juur avant 
le siege ct demande a rester pour voir comment la Reen• se pa. sc­
roit et ils so presenterent armcs au clmmp <l.e bataille en 1 inne :ffcc 
lcs dragons-Le len<lcmain aprcs la rctraite <lcs p:Lysans ii sc 
preparent a partir pour rapporter a lcur rnaitrn cc qu'ils aYuicut 
vus et cntendus et pour lui <l.irc l'impos:;ihilit6 on je me trouvoi 
dans co moment de quitter la Colonic pour allcr an devant de lni 
jo croi qu'il est ausolument inutile de di.re a Votrn E cell. le 
partie quc j'ai lirre de leur presence a cctte Hcenc ct avee qncl joic 
ils out etcs annoncer la retraitc des 1,aysans-!llP11sicnr , an dt•r 
Kemp qu'ils estiment beaueoup lcur a tlit <le propo er a 'hyka 'ii 
vouloit vcnir il iroit :wee son chariot l • prernlrc 1111 morncnt a\'aut 
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lcur <lepart je tis <lcdiargcr les pieces de canons cctte ceremonie eu 
lieu p,1ur as,;emblur lus guns <1ni :woient servis au Canons apres 
lcur avoir temoigue ma satisfaction pour leur zele et fitlelitc je lcur 
accurdo la permission <le tirur quellpws coups un <le cannoniers 
pointa sa piece sur un mouton <pti eioit a une gran<le distance qu'il 
avoii Ju uunheur Jc tuo il n'en fallut pas <l'avantage pour faire 
1:dater de rire les Calfres et pour lus convaincre que si les paysans 
<1ui s'etoiuni justemenl montrcs a cot ernlruit y avoient rcparus ils 
lllll'oient tou. ctcs tucs de rncme-,J'uspere quo le Sergeant Jo 
I li"<tgom; uu humme ll'umJ cuuduite rare et ab::iolument irrupruch­
ahlu <pw j'ai choi::ii pour ctro le portcur <le la presento arri ,·era 
encore a tems pour dis~iper l'inq uietu<le que la lettre du l\1ajor 
ccrtainement n'aum pas man11uo de causer t't Votro Exccll.-et 
llont l'i<lce mo tuo. :-,i rnalheureusemeut co sergeant arrirn trop 
tanl jc prie votre Excell. d'etre persuade quo j'ai eu les moilleurs 
intentions <le monde mais que je n'ai pas cte as::iez heureux 
d'atteimlre le but auquel jo visois l'entetemeui Jeno point ecriro 
arnnt <1ue l'alfaire fut parfaitemeni tcrmince proveuoit uni,piement 
de rnon attachemont pour votre Excell. et que je nc Youloii point 
prou ver aux rnal intentionnces comme je l'ai deja ilit la satisfaction 
1lu Yoir le pnis 011 alarme et de s'en rejouir et ccla auroit ete 
inevitable si j'avuis ecrit parcet1ue le porteur Je la lettre qui qu'il 
peut ctre ne scroit point tu, et cela auroit peut etre reveille 
plusieur::l esprits mechauts qui n'ont p;is eu l'occasion Je prier lcur 
rule-vuila pourquoi j'ai prcfe1e di.x: fois me sacrifier que 1lr. vous 
causer mun genernl le chagrin Je voir qu'on sc fut rejouit des 
troubles-Si au contrairc 1~ sergeant sur lequel je compte anivoit 
hl'Uruuscment encore a tems jo prie Votre Excell. de vouloir uien 
m'honorer le plutot possiLle avoc une repou::ie et de ses ordres, 
commeut je dois me comporter a la suile-je supplie Yotre Excell. 
de vouloir veiller 11uc les valets de uouchcs de Gulde nommes 
Ougcr et Hamel ninsi quo cclui do }?cil nomme Fischer tons trois 
en clwmin pour le Cap no remettent jamais les picds tlans cetto 
'oloni' j'ai les plus grarnlcs raisous de les sonps:onner d'etre 

cu \'O.}'es pour exciter du tronl,le com me le temps prcssc j'expli­
<111crai 1\ la premiere occasion a Votre Excell. lcs mi::ions 1p1i m'ont 
renllncs f'l'S gens suspects Votre Ex<' ,Jlence peui compter sur ce 
<pm j'ai l'hnmicur de lui dim je counois Gulde ct ses valets et je 
sai dt> cpioi ils sont rapables-'ayant ,leja fatigue a.<;sez longtemR et 
d'nn(• manicrc i mpardonablo memo l'attention procicuse rle Yotrc 
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Excell. il no me rcslc quo de lni en dcmarnlcr p:mlon de me 
rccomrnandcr daus sa protection ct de lui assurer quc j'ai l'houucur 
d'etre arnc le plus profollll respect, 

rnon general 
de vntre Excc1lcncc 

Le trcs ltnml>lc ct trcs obcissaut scrYitcur 

(; UAM'F·HEJNET. 
(:,;igne) 

le - Juillet 1801. 

l'.S. Si jc snis condamne par Yotrc Excellence a rester plus 
longtems 1lans cc pays ci jc semi oblige de ;;upplier Yotre Excell. 
de rn'envoycr non pas un secol)(l ( 'omm issaire mais uu Secretairc 
ponr cL:1ire lus lcllres au gouYernemcnL car je me sens pres<p1c 
plu,; en etat <le rernplir ccLte laehc dans mic languc q 110 jc 
n'cnternls prcs11ue plus moi memo, et cola c,·itera 11. Yotrc Excell. 
ll' dc~agrelllt\H,; d'etre oblige <le lire ccs gramls pln.ccarts mals 
cerits-

Li1Jt .if Ships' Arrii·11ls. 

!late Ship'$ Xarno \\'here fr11111 Xatlonnlity -------
lHOl 

~ Jau. JT//rrittt l'liiladclphia American 
(j S11iiit Jllurtin Hio do la l'lata 
8 ,, l'riw1·.~s 11lary Bengal EngliRh 

10 
" 

('lws/crfidd Hio de h Plata Do. 
11 llf"r.11 Hio ,Tntu:iro Do. 
lll )fatilda Madras ])o. 
()•) 

'l'lll'lis llolagoa Bay no. 
_,, 

" 2D ,, l 1'anuy ~f ozam bi<J, uo llo. 
30 IJ011 J//rrlin { l'rize to the} RpaniHh " liiom,,/e 

l Fch. flt'f/1tl11s E11gla11d En•!lish 
3 

" 
( 1altdoni1t l',,rtsmonth llo. 

4 .itrirq//n·t ~al1•m A11wrica.11 
5 ,, JJ11jf1/{) Port ,Jack~ou En~lt•h 
5 ,, .A 11xiul /t"tL lfatnhur,, llamhurg 

l:! ,, llomn, y l'orL~ntouth English 
l:! ,'/1•11.,il,/e !lo. l>o. u 

" 
i~irlor Do. l>o. 

15 ,, Var,.1111,u1 ( ':dcutta Do. 
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Date Ship's Name Where from Xationality 

lHOl. 
~G Feb. Shrrrnt'SS Portsmouth EngliRh 
9- Jl'ill,d111i,ia l)o. Do. _, 
27 

" 
IJclluna Elsineur Danish 

27 Fanny {C, a,t of 
Ilollarnl 

New} EngliRh 

2 March. .Aaron Port.mouth Do. 
a ,, F,-i, 11dsrhaft Halllhurgh Ilarnburgh 
8 {f1,({11i11tity Ma11illa .American 

1:1 Ca/l,",-iw· Do. Do. 
1,; 

" 
J," Jl,,/7,, A1111n 11fnria 'J'1,neriffe Spanish prizo 

rn ,, Il.~1. Ship l1111Jcricuse Bcncoulcn 
18 Jf'ome Baltimore American 
l\J ,, ll,w1nl Calcutta Do. 
3L ,, Olr,l,r Philnilelphia Do. 
2 April JI,, rrione New Ynrk Uo. 
7 La Furt11ne Portsmouth En~lish 
8 ,, U<//1f/CS Boston .American 
8 Iii" Kloua Portsmouth English 
8 

" 
811.tf,,/k Do. Do. 

8 ,, Litt/,, C"th<1ri11e Copenhagen Danish 
\) X".l!ru dtl Pcllo Barcelona Spanish prize 
!) Dispatch Copenhagen English 
9 ,, E/iz,i//lth Halem .American 

10 
" 

Di.1patch New York Do. 
11 ,, Nizabcth Do. Do. 
13 ,, Julwnua Emb<len Russian 
13 ,, St. Ant. Bolcna Monte Video ~panish prize 
13 ,, lltnry Dundas Do. Do. 
13 ,, ,'-'n"J"nta Do. Do. 
1G ,, R11rl Cornwallis London Emdish 
19 ,, N11ill'tll Ports month Do. 
U) ,, llrtsey Falmouth Do. 
19 D11b11c Dclap;oa Bay Do. 
22 ,, .Actfre London Do. 
27 Mary St. llclena J)o. 
27 ('harming Kitty Coast of l'cru Do. 
2H Lady Yonge Rio ,Janeiro Do. 
ao ,, lfnrriott Portsmouth Do. 

1 :M:iy JJ, tsry Boston American 
1 St. l 'rrlro Alias Spani~h prize 

,i 
" 

Earl JJ!ornington Calcutta Engli~h 
12 Rliza Boston American 
11 

" 
Rll,good New Holland Engli~h 

11 ,, Pr11r111in 1<:ngland Do. 
18 Sopl,ia JJ!agdalcna Canton Swedish 
:!O H/iw Do. Ew,JiRh 
21 

" Jus1ph Boston An~rican 
:l ,June J'e1111s Lonch>n I•:ngli~h 
I l'rinrrss J,o,,isa .A.1tg1ts/a Bengal Dani~h 

,j Saini ,fn.srph Cadiz Hpanish prize 
6 Britannia London English 
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!>ate Ship':; !\ame '\'here from Natinnality 
---· ------

Hi0l. I A rlmi, al l,(Linie,-li> June Lol\llon En~lish 
1G 

" 
'J'r,,e lJrilon l>o. Do. 

20 
" 

A ]);mish 1-lhip Bcn~al 
;{ July 

I 
(!urmru/l Enµ;1n.11d En~liHh 

3 
" 

St. 1'or/111ia Monte Yi,lco 8palli,h priic 
u 

" 
.,\'u.~trn Btyona Lisbon Do . 

10 ffnpc Bombay Euglioh 
lL ('11.,tlc Eden \'iza~apatam Do. 
]~ J>,,fn,·f H'il/i,1m. JT//lry n ... Do. 
1~ o, r Erl 11·a ,-,/ 1/uyhts Do. Do. 

[Uopy.J 

Lrttc,· from 1\1.1.Juu GE~EILI.L DUXDAS to LO!tD CLIV!o. 

CAPE TowN, IGth July 1801. 

1.r Y Lono,-Inclose<l I hnse the honor of transmitting to Your 
Lonlship a List of some Heern its l>elonging to the King's Hegiments 
in In1lia who wer0 lately larnleu from the 1'ruc Briton India 8hip 
h nmd to .. Madras, which was under the necessity of putting in here 
on account of a distemper which prnrnile<l on board. 

From the r 'port her0with also inelosc<l from Doctor Somers arnl 
l\Ir. Somerville, Your Lonlship will perecive that of the Troops 
landc<l from the Tl'lle lJriton 70 J\len only itr0 in such a stale as 
lo rernler a<h·isealile their lieing reirnbarked, therefore the remain­
ing part of the l)etacluneut of Hecruits I think it necessary both 
from duty antl humanity to detain hero until so far rceoveretl as 
lo lie al,le lo proceed hy some future opportunity to join their 
respedive lterriments. 

The Contents of the letter date<l the 11th Irnitant from 1\fnjor 
Mossman of the 7:lnl ltegiment iuldress<•<l lo Major Ersl,ine the 
J >epnty Adjutant Oeneral at this ]>la<'e l conceirn it prnp •r the 
submitting t J Your Lor1bhip in the hope that as .l\fajor l\lossman 
has Rhewn liims31f snlliciently attentive lo the disdtarge of his 
duty during hi!:! detention at the Cape, that any farnur or com­
pellsaiion con~dent with the rules of the ser,ice may be grant ·d 
to him upon the pre~ent occmiion. f have &c. 

(~igned) F1t.\NCl8 I>uxnA~. 
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[ Original. J 
Lrtl11' from M .\JOlt GB~r;J: \L DUNDAS to the HIGIIT IloNOURA13LE 

lIE~ltY DUNJlAS. 

GOVERNMENT llousg, CAPE OF Goon HOPE, 

23rd July 1801. 

8m,-ny a formor opportunity I had the honor of reporting to 
you ha,ing ol1eyo1l His ~fajosty's (.}m1mantls in taking upon me 
tho Umornmont of this Colony, immediately upon the receipt of 
tho instrud ions whieh wore contained in your letter of the 
l llh .Tanuary l:d. As in my letter of the 9th May I com-
111unieato1l my i11tentio11 of again writing to you, should any thing 
oecur, hy which tho arrirnl of Lonl Glenhervie might be delayed, 
and as, hy intelligence lately received with respect to His Lordship, 
there i,i little reason to expect the pleasure of seeing him here, I 
am now once more to haYe the honor of addreRsing myself to you, 
in consec1uence of its haYing liecome incumbent on me t-0 state, 
in the discharge of the duties of my official situation at present, 
sueh particulars relating to the pul1lic affairs of this Settlement 
as arc req_ui11ite to ho laid 1.)efore you, for your information, or 
neccR~ary to he con rnyod to you in order to be submitted to His 
Majesty's judgment and consideration. 

The low state of the Dalance of Money in the Colonial Treasury, 
on the Hesignation of the late Governor Sir George Yonge, has 
re11uircd that I should direct the earliest attention to that object, 
1iarticularly necessary from tlic insufficiency of the Funds which 
remained in the hands of the Ueceiver General, on the 20th of 
April last, to the liq_uidation of the Debts; the said Balance being 
Two Thom,and Nine hundred and :Fifty Eight Hixdollars, Three 
Nkollings and l◄'iYe 8tiYCrs only, and the unpaid ·warrants and 
other demands upon the Treasury amounted to the sum of nearly 
8ixty Eight Thousand Eight Hundred and :Fifty Four Hix:dollars· 
a11Cl Two Skellings, consec1 uenily I was under the necessity of 
directing that the ·warrants, agreeal,le to the enclosed List, should 
lJc retnrnO!l 1.)y the Hoceivcr General to the persons in whose 
favour they were drawn; not being empowerocl to draw upon the 
Lonls Commissioners of His 1fajesty's Treasury on account of 
what might lie necessary for supplying a deficiency in the Revenue 
lwre, although an authority would have been conYCnicnt for that 
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purpose upon the prrn,ent •mergency; however, I am happy (,o he 
uhle to add that the payments for tlrn \Vanuuts which \\·ere 
granted hy the late Governor previous to his 11 •pariure, I now 
consi1ler to he only for a short time 1)0:tpoued, as the money 
in the hands of the Hecciver General will soon allow them to be 
di ·charged. 

I haYe alrea<ly giYen you an account of the inconvenience which 
the Troops in Garrison, as well as the inhabitants of the ~ettlernent, 
ham for some time past , uffern<l from a scarcity of Corn, o\\ ing to 
a failure in the la ·t Crop, awl am now to inform yon that, not­
withsta111ling the meam that haYe been rn,c1l for reducin':.!; as mueh 
as possil,le the consumption of Corn, I am not n lto_gel her frce<l 
from the apprehension of experiencing a want of Br •ail 1,cforc the 
coming in of the new Harvest. I transmit to yon herewith a 
detailed account of the procee<lings of the Corn t 'om mission 
appointed l>y the late Governor for the purpose of ascertaining the 
<iuautity of Grain procumulc in the Country, as well as for 
regulating the consumption of it, having to state that the jlHlitious 
measures of precaution pointed out by this Commission, with the 
Hules and Hegulations estal>lished as to the use of Bread in 
pur:mance of its recommendation, have greatly contrihut-0d to 
rcmoYe the uneasiness which was publicly felt from the appre­
hension of an approaching :Famine, a Calamity with which this 
Colony, some months arro, was seriously threatened. Before I 
conclu<le the subject of the Corn Commission, I must not omit 
to acquaint you that a Representation having been ma(le to me 
that if the Farmers were allowed to kill Game, as usual, it would 
Le the means of allowing them to bring up to ape Tu\\ n a 
cori. i<lcrable quantity of Grain more than tho Hestri<'liuns laid 
down l>y ir George Yonge with re poet to tho killin~ of Game 
,rnulll enable thorn to do, I thought, it expedient hy the l'roclama­
tion (marked A o. 40) to modify the (fame Law recently 
cstal>liRhcd in this Settlement, being tho rnoro confid •nt of tho 
propriety of my acquiescence in this suggo tion of the 'urn 
Commissioners, the new Game Law having hceu unque. timmbly, 
in a 1-,rreat degree, ohno.·ious here, flattering myself with a hope 
that salutary effects have hcen produced hy its repeal. 

IL having app 'ar •d that in consequence of Ronw irregularity 
whieh took place during the late administration in the i 11in11 of 
l'aper Cmrency, new l'aper Money to th• tullonul of Forty 
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Thonsantl nixdollars had not only been thrown into circulation 
l1efore the like Sum of old defacod pieces were destroyed, but that 
there were also reissued seYeral packets of the old Paper Money, 
which incautious proceelling. at the same time it increased in an 
illegal all(l impn•pcr m::umer the quantity of I>aper :Money in 
Circulation, ha<l a tendency to injure public Credit, and created 
<fo;content, I thought it therefore neces:;;ary to appoint a ~pecial 
Conrn1ission tu examinP into the State of the Trca:mry, and lrnYing 
JmLlished an ahstraet from the Heport of the saicl Commission, 
l am happy to adcl that any ill effect which remained U]Jon the 
lllllilic miud ha~ been <lone away; the Snm mentioned in the 
J:epurt to haYe been issued of new 1\Ioncy, before it had been 
:u·tnally changml for olcl or ,rnrn out ::\foney, haYing since lJeen 
got in to the arnunnt of Forty Thousarnl Hix Dollars, and a~'1.\3eaLle 
to the I>roclarnation of the 2.>th Instant destroyed in tile usual 
rn:mrier, tu the s·itisfaction of the public. 

The Public Kot.ice which has been issued for suspending the 
He!.!ulations laid down bv Sir Ueorrre Y Oll"e in a I>roclamation , , J O ,'""'J 

datcll Gth January 1801 respecting the Woodlands of this Colony 
was necessary to remoye the inconvenience found to result from 
them; however, being fully conscious of the propriety of keeping 
all thing , as nearly as possible, upon their present footing, it is 
my intention not to make any change or alteration which the 
necessity of the case cannot justify, nor to introduce any innova­
tions not obviously or indispensably requisite for the security of 
His Majesty's Government and the Public W clfare. 

A species of tmffic having been lately introduced into the 
interior of the Country, with regard to the exchanging Cattle for 
cornmollities, instead of purchasing with money at a fixed rate, 
agreeable to law, productive of great profits to the persons carrying 
it 011, Lut injurious to the Contractor for furnishing His Majesty's 
Troops with 13utcher's meat, as well as to the public at large, I 
have therefore found it expedient to renew a Proclamation of the 
former Governor l~arl Macartney, dated 2nd October 1798, upon 
the subject of Luying or bartering Cattle without a licence, affixing, 
in addition to the Penalty of Three Thousand Hixdollars, the 
further confiscation of the Cattle so procured in the Country 
1 >istricts; a measure which has already had the effect of re­
lllovi ng, in some degree, the inconvcnieucc complained of. 

In cousel1uc11ce of a Hcprcseutation ma<le to me by the President 
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and Members of the Board of Orphans, with respect to certain 
frauds of their Messengers, in collecting Sums of Money due on the 
Estates of the Orphans entrusted to the management of this 
institution, I was prevailed on to issue the J>roclamation of the 
3rd June, after mature deliberation as to the necessity of it, 
considering it my duty to support and encourage the Establish­
ment of the Board of Orphans, it being of considerable importance 
to the common interests of this Settlement, and beneficial to the 
public. 

I have also directed to be issued, in consequence of representa­
tions from the Burgher Senate, the Proclamations (A Xo. (j and 
A No. \.l), the former in order to enforce, in an a(Mitional Clause, 
the observance of certain Regulations heretofore established. hy the 
l>roclamation of the 13th July 1800 for the Butchers of Cape 
Town and its vicinity, to which proper attention hau not been 
shewn; the latter Proclamation, dated 24th June 1801, had 
become necessary with a view to the more effectual prosecution 
of the plan of repairing the Streets of Cape Town, first adopted 
during the administration of Earl Macartney, having been fully 
convinced, after conversing with the :Fiscal and others of the more 
intelligent members of the municipal body, to whose care arc 
committed the good order and condition of the Town, that the 
subjects of the forementioned J>roclamation were reasonable and 
just. 

Notwithstanding the orders containecl in the Proclamation dated 
20th July 1708, means having been found to evade the payments 
of the Transfer Duties, and representations being made by the 
Collectors of the Duty on the Sale of Property, that many arrears 
of this important uranch of the Hevenue had accumulated, hy 
several persons taking acl vantage of the penalty not being clearly 
understood in the proclamation before mentioned, I was under 
the necessity of issuing the l>roclamation dated 11th June 1801, 
explanatory of the Penalty as specific(! in the I>roclamation of 
1708 ; likewise having judgccl it proper to add a clause, awarding 
the penalty of double the duty if not 1mid within the period 
established by law. 

My ignorance of the full extent of His Majesty's intentions 
with regard to a new Department which has been placed on the 
Civil Establishment of this Colony, for the purpose of improving 
the 8ystem of agrieulture, has rendered the frc<pwnt and heavy 
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domands which continue to bo mado from it, in some degree, 
embarra sing, not knowing how far it is proper to yield my 
consent to them. As l\fr. Duckitt has come out here without any 
rogular Documents or written Instructions, I do not conceive 
myself entitled to authori1.e further expences respecting the 
Agricultural Department, until more particular instructions arc 
rec •i\"O<l relative to it, but I have judged it advisable for me to 
direct l\fr. Duckitt to deliver, to the Auditor General, an account 
of tho oxponces incurred by the Agricultural Department, from 
its first :E:taulishment to the day that Sir George Yonge rcsiguell 
the Government, from which it appears that, besides some ,aluahle 
public Lands with a considerable number of the public Slaves who 
are plac()(l at the disposal of l\fr. Duckitt the Agriculturist, for the 
purpose of making experiments in cultivation, the enormous Sum 
of .Forty one Thousand even Hundred and Eighty Six Hix<lollars 
has been alreruly expended, "·ith very little probability of profit or 
advantage occurring therefrom to the Colonial Treasury, therefore 
His ::\lajesty's commands respecting this Establishment I take the 
liberty earnestly to solicit hy some early opportunity, all(l am to 
add for your information that l\Ir. Duckitt has been in the mean 
time informed that no further Grants of Public l\Ioney can l>e 
allowed to defray the Expences of his Department, until such 
time as some Heturns shall have been made for those which ha, e 
been already incurred. 

:From Lhe great length of time which has elapsed without any 
notice or communication of His Majesty's commands with regarcl 
to Mr. Jessop the Chief ._earcher of the Customs, who was 
suspelllle<l from his office hy the late Governor Sir George Y on~e, 
from whom I did not learn the nature of the charges to be ex­
hibited against him, I lnwo thou~ht, it right to allow l\fr. J c,-sop 
a small part of his Salary, no portion of which has Leen pai<l 
him for fifteen months past, fur the purpose of enabling him to 
subsist in the Colony until His Majesty's pleasure with respect, to 
him shall he known. 

ln a rcsidcaee of nearly five years, it woul<l he impossible not 
lo have a •1 1uir •cl a pretty aceumte knowlc<lge of the tclllpt•r mu! 
<li~po:;itiom of the People; thcrefnre knowing, as I do, how greatly 
repugnant, to the feclin,;H of the Inhahitauts of this ~cttlcmt>nt is 
any alteration in their L:tws a111I 'ustoms, which they conC'ei\u 
to harn heon secured to them hy the Capitulation, I could not 

I 

i 

i 
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behold with indifference, or without concern, some of the proceed­
ings in the course of the late Administration which, it is my <luty 
to state to you, were considered. in direct opposition lo the terms 
of the Capitulation, and which, though proclaimed under the 
specious names of Improvement and Reformation, have heen 
productive only of ill humour and discontent. 

The l>ublic have by no means relished the Wine tasting 
Establishment, which is attended with many grievous incon­
veniences to the proprietors of the Wine sent up to Cape Town, 
on account of the Casks being opened at the Barriers, affonling 
the means, as well as a temptation, for Slaves and others to break 
open and drink the wine; the Establishment, though expcn ive, 
having been attended with no sort of use; however, aware of the 
danger of rashly or hastily annulling the acts of Government, it is 
my intention to defer taking any steps, with respect to the new 
regulation on this subject, until after the Vintage; when, shoulll a 
new Governor not have arrived., it will be requisite to give it 
mature consideration. 

The Public have also much disapproved the new and. a<hlitional 
Duties laid on Grain arnl Brandy, brought from the Uountry 
Districts to Cape Town, also considered. as contrary to the terms 
of the Capitulation, and producing a very paltry cncreasc to the 
TieYenue. being a matter which will also hereafter require, if not 
entirely <lone away, at least some change or mo1lification. I will 
only add upon this suliject that, in my opinion, every change or 
alteration in the conuition of things here not in1lispe11sahly 
necessary for the security of His Majesty's Uowrnmcnt, ought. to 
be postponed until a Peace, hy whi<•h time prcjiuliceH may have 
suusideJ, the unsettlecl state of l'olilics become fi~l•<l, arnl ihe 
destiny of this Colony as a British l'rovi11ce Jinally <lel'i<le<L 

I ha<l the honour to receive on the ~:lr,l April His l\lnj<'sty's 
orders in Council respecting the cletcntion of Hussian, I >:rni,d1, a111l 
Rwe<lish Rhips, copies of which w1•rc HPnL to \'ice Ad1niral :,;;ir 
Hoger Uurtis, HarL., c•ommtuuli11g llis l\lajesty\ ~hip,, 11pon lhi, 
Rtation, and to the 'ollector of JI is l\fo,il' ly's ( 'uslo111~. The 
names of im1:h i,;;Jiips a,- are 1letainc1l in the Hays of this ( 'olony arc 
comprizecl in the ~hip List. 

A List of Arri,ttls a1ul l lcparlmcs of Rhip l>l'loncring (o or 
which have touehe<l at lhi:; :-;ettlemcnt fro111 the ],;( of ,Jann:iry 
1801 lo the present date is transmitted m1d1•r Eul'losure 111:trke1l ;u. 
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Tho Return of His Majesty's Troops composing the Ganison at 
the Cape for the 1\fonths of 1\fay, ,Tune, July are enclosed. 

The Quarterly Custom House nooks and Accounts of the Ex­
ports and Imports at the Ports of this Colony from the 1st January 
to the 3 ht March are lettered L. 

I hiwe the honor to onclm,e Duplicates of the Quarterly Reports 
of tho Civil Paymaster being from the 30th September to the 
31st December 1800, and from the latter period to 31st March 
1801, likewi::;e a Duplicate of the Book of the exlraordim:ry ex­
pences, charged upon the Civil Estalilishment from the 1st Octolier 
1800 to the 31st March 1801. 

\Vithout presuming to jtHlge, or meaning to offer an opinion, 
which it does not Lecome me to do, of the propriety of the 
Appointments conferred during the late Governor's administra­
tion, I have thought it not amiss the sending you lists of the 
aforesaid appointments, distinguishing those paiJ by the Ch'il 
and Military Estaulishments, having to add, that the Salaries, 
as therein stated, will continue to be issued until honored 
with His Majesty's further commanJs and your instructions 
upon that heacl. 

I send, conformal.Jle to custom, Copies of all letters of Indian 
correspomlence, not haYing been honored by the receipt of any 
official communications from the Governments in India since those 
from the Gornrnor Uencral of the 1st & 2nd 1\farch last, Copies of 
which, together with my reply to His Lordship, "·ere inclosed in 
my letter to you of the 18th May hy His Majesty's Sliip Rottf,­
snakc, also a I>uplicate of the so.me hy the 8hip Di.patch, "·hieh 
afterwards sailecl, 1.Jouml for St. Helena. 

Tho Abstracts and Accounts of the Barrack I>epartment, to­
gether with the Hills arnl Contracts from its first Estal1li~Jnnent at 
the commencement of the late administration of 8ir Ueorge Yonge 
to tlw :{0th Uli0 • are enC'lo, ed, lta, ing dircdecl the J;alance due on 
the Accounts, at the a1Joye11wutio11e!l perio!l, to he pai1l into the 
harnls of ~la,ior ( :Jegg, the ,\ding Barrack Master !!ming the 
absenee of Lieut. Colonel l'ocklnm1, liy whid1 l cow-ider tlte 
expenditure qf that J lepartment iinally closed, tl1iuki11~· iL neces­
sary, how1•n•r, that the Barrack l\Ia '(er and his a~~i:-t;rnls ~honlil 
<·outinue to n:1·eirn their pay arnl allow:mc •:-; 01ily, in the e::q,ecla• 
!inn of being fayoured with your partic11lar order,; rvspecting the 
Barraek I h•partmeut at the Cape, which seeH1s to me to he, upon 
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its present footing, an unnecessary Establishment, the expencc of 
which demands your attentive consideration. 

I have great pleasure to report, before I conclude, for His 
Majesty's information, the good health, good discipline, arnl pro­
gressive improvement of lhe Troops under my command; also tho 
general iranquillity and satisfaction which seem to prevail amongst, 
the Inhabitants of this Seitlement, whose reliance upon, and 
confidence in, His Majesty's Government, I am satisfied daily 
encrease. 

If I have exceeded the proper limits of a Dispatch, I hope you 
will consider the importance of the subjects, which I have had tho 
honor to submit to you, have obliged me to trouble you wilh 
minute details, and that His Majesty will be graciously pleased to 
view my molives in a favorable light, since they solely procee(l 
from my anxious desire to evince my zeal for Ilis Senice, to 
discharge, in an ample manner and to His Majesty's satisfac'lion, 
the duties of my station, arnl to contribute my hum hle endeavours 
to promote the public good, with the Senice of His Majesty ::uul 
my Country. I have &c. 

(Signed) l<'IlAXcrs Duxn.,s. 

roriginal.J 

Private Lcttct from MAJOR GENER\.L nu:rn.,s to \V1LLI\~f 

!IUSKISSON, EHClltE. 

CAPE OF GOOD IIOPE, 24th July, 1801. 

DEAR IIusKISSON,-The l)apers inclosecl relate to a Captain 
Holman of the .English , 'hip Rti~rr, which saile<l from hence a few 
days ago upon her voyage to Ua<lras, who appearing to he of' a 
litigious temper, I think it neces~ary to supply you with the 
pariiculars of a transaction hetwcen him and me 011 the part of 
Government, which took pl.tee while the ship was in Himons l\ay, 
heing inclined to suspect lh:tt he will renew upon the sl1ip's rcLnrn 
home a claim for Dernurrage, which was d<•nie1l him aL Lhe Cape. 
As the contents of tho l'aper:-; will be su fftcient fully to inform you 
relative to the suhject, iL is unnecessary lo trouble you wilh a 
more particular account of it than merely to state thaL a criminal 
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was set on shore from the ship, in contempt of the legal restraints 
and necessary regulations of the Port, who being afterwards taken 
into custody in the District of Swellendam, and a report of it 
re?eived from the landdrost, I wrote the Admiral requesting the 
Captain of the Eliza to be detained, in order that he might render 
some satisfactory explanation of his conduct. 

I send a public Dispatch by the present opportunity, flattering 
myself with the hope that the King's Ministers will approve the 
measure adoptod in the discharge of tho duties of my public 
situation, in all of which I have avoided doing any thing harsh, 
but humbly endeavoured to advance tho interest of the Settlement. 
and in justice to His Majesty, as well as my country, the general 
good. 

The appointment of Lord Glenbervie to an office in England, 
and in the new administration, gives mo no longer reason to hope 
the pleasure of seeing him here. 

I am now to crave your leave, my dear Huskisson, to become an 
humble Petitioner to yourself, in order to obtain your assistance 
and good offices for procuring leave of absence to return home as 
soon as a new Governor arrives at the Cape, therefore should 
consider myself obliged to you beyond all expression, by men­
tioning the matter to the Secretary of State in such a manner as to 
induce him to take my case into consideration, so that after an 
absence of nearly five years, by which my health has in some 
degree suffered, I may obtain His Majesty's gracious permission to 
return to Europe. 

Not having as yet received an official notification of the new 
Minister, I have directed the Public Dispatches for Mr. Dundas, 
and under the persuasion of your remaining in Downing Street 
shall address this letter to you accordingly. Lot me know if the 
samples of some of the Capo Winos which were sent home for you 
have arrived. I remain &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from VICE ADMIRAL CURTIS to EVAN NEPEAN, ESQRE. 

LancaBter, SIMONS BAY, 

CAPE OP Goon HOPE, 29th July 1801. 

Srn,-In continuation of my Report of Naval events here, I am 
now to inform you of the occurrences since my Letter of the 
24th ultimo. 

The masts of the Lancaster and Tremendous are finished and 
these Ships are ready for Sea. 

The Jupiter having taken off the Rio de la Plata and sent to this 
place two Vessels, the one laden with dried Beef and Tallow, and 
the other with European Salt, I received from Captain Losack a 
Letter dated the 28th May, wherein he intimated to me his in­
tention of going to Rio Janeiro at the end of June, for a supply of 
Water, as well as to endeavour to get new Pintles to his Rudder, 
which complained very much. 

Having directed Captain Elphinstone of the Diomede when pro­
ceeding with that Ship and the Impcricnse upon the Service men­
tioned in my Letter of the 23rd April last, to reconnoitre the 
Harbour of Port Louis, and the Isle of :France, before he repaired 
off the Island of RodriguP.z, I am informed by him by Letter I 
received from him dated the 1\)th May he arrived at Isle France 
the 12th of that Month, where he detained a Brig from Hamburgh, 
which refused to be spoken with, and was seized by the Boats of 
the Ships close off ihe Harbour of I>ort Louis. This Vessel has 
arri vetl here, and brought me the Leiter above mentioned, and 
Captain Elphinstone informed the Prize Master when ho parled 
from him, which was the <lay the Letter was dated, Lhat he was 
immodiaLely going from the Island, in th~ further prosecution of 
his Orders. There were a great, many Ships in Port Louis, amongst 
which it was thought there were Privateers, ]mt there were no 
Ships of War. Captain Elphinstone further informs me ho had 
chaced a Ship on shore upon ihe Isle of :France, which not being 
al>le to get off he had BurnL. The Crew escaped to tho Laud, hut 
by the Papers found on board, she appeared to luwe come from 
l1ourdeaux wilh a Cargo. Rhe was pierced for Twenty O uns, the 
most of which she had thrown overboanl during the Chace, lmL 
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from those which remained she appears to have carried Brass Nine 
Pounders. 

Several Ships belonging to tho Rast India Company, and several 
Extra Ships having been obliged from various causes to put in 
here, in their way to England from India, I have been so fortunate 
as to obtain from the latter a considerable quantity of Rice, which 
Article is now issued in the Ships ef the Squadron three days in 
tho Week in lieu of Bread, and this seasonable supply has very 
much diminished tho uneasiness I felt from the apprehensions I 
laboured under of a want of Broad Victualling. 

The Star being under Orders for England, the Commanders of 
the Ships above mentioned were very desirous to accompany her. 
She is directed therefore to take them under Convoy, and will call 
at the Island of St. Helena, that such other Ships as may happen 
to be there may avail themselves of the opportunity of proceeding 
home with her. 

In addition to the Detained Ships mentioned in my Letter of the 
26th ultimo, you will be pleased to inform their Lordships that the 
Danish Ship the J,,faria Elizabeth, of Three Hundred Tons Bu.rthen, 
Eno Koofort Master, from Batavia bound to Copenhagen, laden 
with Sugar, Coffee, and Spice, came into this Bay on the 25th 
instant, and is Detained here. I am etc. 

(Signed) ROGER CURTIS. 

[Copy.] 

Proclamation by MAJOR GENERAL FRAXCIS DUNDAS. 

Whereas it has boon represented to me by the Acting Com­
lnissionur of Graaff Reinot that notwithstanding every lenity and 
indulgence which on various occasions have been shewn to the 
turbulent & rebellious subjects of that District by tho different 
Administrations of tho Former, as well as the present Government 
in this Colony, thoy havo onco more lately shown a disposition to 
violate the Laws, and sot aside tho authority of the Magistrates, 
hy assembling and appearing in arms before the Drostdy or seat 
of Government in the District, upon the most friYolous pretences. 
And whereas such daring outrages and rebellious conduct render it 

E 2 
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indispensably necessary for the safety and protection of the Magis­
trates, the authors should be punished in the most exemplary 
manner, yet as the actiug Commissioner of the District, in con­
sideration of their being abused and misled by false Iteports and 
of their promising to return to their duty, has out of humanity 
attended to their petition for pardon and forgiveness, I do hereby 
publicly declare that at the very earnest solicitations of the said 
Acting Commissioner, I have been induced to confirm and ratify 
the pardon held out to them by him, at the same time I do further 
give this 1mblic Warning to all the Inhabitants of the said District 
that should any similar disturbances happen in future, or any 
assemblies or meetings be held of Armed Men on any pretext 
whatsoever, such measures have already been employed as will 
most effectually and peremptorily bring to condign punishment 
all offenders of the like kind. It is to be hoped however that the 
deluded people of the distant parts of the Colony have at length 
seen their error in listening to absurd reports spread among them 
by malicious and ill designing persons, and of such a nature 
that nothing but a total ignorance of the Laws and principles 
of the British Governme!lt could have induced a belief; and 
that hereafter they will conduct themselves on all occasions 
us good uml loyal su1jects, which alone can secure to them the 
protection of Government and prevent the ruin of themselves and 
:Fa)nilies. 

Given under my Hand & Seal in tho Castle of Good Hope 31st 
day of July 1801. 

(Signed) l◄'UANCIS DurmAS. 

[Offtce Copy.j 

Litter from the HIGHT 1IoN. Lo1m llOBART lo MAJOR 

GtNI-:R.\L DUNDAS. 

DOWNING ST!lEJCT, 4th August 1801. 

Srn,-In consequence of the Information which has reached this 
Country of the great Scarcity of Corn at the Cape of Good Hope, 
1 June arnile1l myself of the oppmttmity offered hy the East India 
Compally'I; Hhip the Elizabdli to forward as large a Hupply of 
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Wheat and Flour as can be put on board of that Ship. I am not 
aware of the exact amount of this Supply, but it will, as nearly as 
can he ascertained, amount to the proportion specified in the 
inclosed l'aper; and I have only now to intimate to you 
that the Rhip is on no account to be detained at the Cape 
longer than ten Days, as the owners would by such detention 
be liable to a heavy Penalty, which His Majesty's Government is 
pledged in such case to bear; and you will in consequence take 
care to obviate the possibility of incurring this expence by using 
every exertion to land the supply in question within that period 
of time. I have &c. 

(Signed) HOBART. 

(Copy.] 

Letter from LIEUTENANT J. C. SMYTH to MAJOR 

GENERAL DUNDAS. 

DROSTDY 01" GRAAF!' REil!ET, 10th ,fogmt 1801. 

DEAR Srn,-Notwithstanding every exertion the difficulty of 
procuring Horses was so great that I was not able to arrive at this 
place until late at night on the 8th inst. having been seven days 
and one half on the road; however I have the satisfaction of being 
able to report to you that everything here is at the present moment 
in the most perfect tranquillity and that in consequence I have 
_with Maynier's concurrence sent your orders to Major Campbell 
to proceed with the two Companies of the 91st Regiment to Cape 
Town it being my own intention to remain here for four or five 
days longer in order to make myself thoroughly acquainted with 
everything relating to the public affairs of this District to be 
enabled on my return to give you every necessary information 
respecting the present disposition of its turbulent and troublesome 
Inhahitants. 

Tho Zuurvold and Bruintjos Hoogte Boors seem to have been 
tho most active on this last occasion and although they have 
retired fur the present intimidated by the steady conduct of the 
few Dragoons and the eager anxiety shewn by the Hottentots to 
h~gin firing at them yet as they are still co11ecte<l together in c~n­
siderahlo numbers hehind the Bamboos Derg I cannot agree with 
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Maynier in opinion that they will unquestionably separate quietly 
and return to their respective habitations. 

Your Proclamation confirming Maynier's pardon to them was 
read yesterday after Church and Copies sent immediately to all the 
respective W achtmeesters of the District and also to Hendrik 
Rensburg and Johannes Van der Wald and I have not the least 
doubt but it will produce beneficial effects removing any alarms 
they may have experienced from the expectation of the vengeance 
of Government which these Mutinous Vagabonds cannot but know 
they richly deserve. 

Maynier strongly deprecates the idea of a Block House being 
erected at present or any immediate movement of Troops taking 
place ; such measures in his opinion tending to alarm the Boors 
and mako them suspect the sincerity of the pardon you have 
granted them ; so far he is certainly right but when the turbulent 
and licentious disposition of these Boors is considered, their 
immense distance from the seat of Government even in this 
District and the total want of Subordinate Magistrates living 
amongst them on whom Government could depend for true in­
telligence of the movements and intentions of the Ill-affected, 
no man can certainiy say when these Boors may not reappear 
hefore the Drostdy and it may happen at an unlucky period when 
perhaps the Detachment may be surprized or the Hottentots 
through any momentary pi<]_ue or disgust may be unwillin~ to 
defend the Magistrates, when the worst consequences tv the 
British interests in this Colony could not fail to ensue. Such 
considerations seem to me strongly to call for some Fortress or 
secure l3lockhouse which would at any rate ensure the safety of 
the Detachment as well as the persons employed hy Government 
in this District from any sinister accident ; imle •d th' whole 
future management of this District will I am afraid occasion you 
some trouble and anxiety, Maynicr enjoying at the host but a 
weakly state of health, an<l this last unruly conduct of the Boor. 
having made it absolutely necessary to adopt some system which 
will maintain the public tranquillity even in case any accideut 
should hefal him . 

.As I hope to 11ave the honor of seeing you within a week after 
the receipt of this leLter I shall nut trouble you any furth ·r at 
present, arnl I am &c. 

(~igncd) .T. (', ~)IYTII. 
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[Copy.] 

Government Advertisement. 

Notice is hereby given that as the means hitherto employed for 
keeping the Bays and Harbours of this Colony clear of lost 
anchors have not been attended with the desired effect: all 
persons whatsoever are authorized to search for and take up all 
such anchors agreeable to the following Regulations :-

1. .Any anchor taken up and proved to belong to any Ship or 
Vessel then at the Anchorage where the said Anchor has been 
found, or to any Vessel recently gone to sea, shall be delivered to 
the Owners thereof or their Agents, upon payment of the usual 
salvage for recovering the same. 

2 . .Any anchor that shall be taken up, & not claimed by any 
Ship or Vessel then at the Anchorage, shall be landed, and a 
description of the same made public, and if not claimed by the 
owners or agents within one month after the Landing of the same, 
shall then become the property of the :Finder. 

3. All anchors left by His Majesty's Ships on their o-oing to 
sea, or recently lost by them, are to remain to be taken up by the 
Na val Department ; should however any person or persons happen 
to recover any anchor belonging to His Majesty other than as 
above mentioned, they will be entitled to the customary salvage 
allowed in His Majesty's Naval Service. 

Castle of Good Hope 25th August 1801. 

By Command of His Honor the Lieutenant Governor. 

(Signed) A. BARNARD, Secretary. 

l Original. 1 
Letter from VICE AmrIH.\L CURTIS to EVAN NEPEAN, EsQRE. 

La,icasler, SIMONS DAY, 

CAI>E o~· Gooo IIOPE, 2Glh Augu,t 1801. 

Sm,-This Letter will inform their Lordships of the occur­
rences relative to my Command i-ince my letter of the :Wth ,Tuly 
last. 
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Captain Losack in His Majesty's Ship the J11pitcr took on the 
29th June in the Rio de la Plata the Ncu.,tra Senora de los Dolores 
a Spanish Corvette (formerly the Duke of Clarence Packet) pierced 
for Fourteen Guns with a Complement of Eighty Men, commanded 
by Don Estevan Gomendio, which Vessel left Cadiz in March last, 
and is now at this Anchorage. 

By a Brig which arrived here on the 24th instant, I received a 
Letter from Captain Losack dated Rio Janeiro the 23rd ultimo, 
wherein he informs me he put into that Port Eight days before for 
a supply of \Vater. I received also the information that the Ship 
Kent which left l£ngland the 1st of April last under Convoy of the 
C'ombrian, having on board One Hundred Troops, and some 
Yictualling Office Stores for this place, put into Rio Janeiro for 
\Vater on the 1st of June, and sailed from thence on the 26th of 
the same Month, and on the 14th July returned again to Rio 
Janeiro, having spnmg a dangerous leak, and Captain Losack 
acquaints me she has been condemned as unfit for further Service, 
and that it was his intention to send to the Cape the Troops she 
brought from England in a Ship then at Rio Janeiro bound to this 
place. 

His Majesty's 81oop the Penguin which sailed upon the Service 
mentioned in my Letter of the 24th June returned on the 4th 
instant, the Vessel she ha<l under Convoy having from the effect 
of the Seas on the Bank of Aguillas l,ecome so leaky as to be un­
able t-0 proceed to her intended destination. 

The Diomcdr. which Ship together with the Imprricu.~e were 
appointe<l to Oruize near the I land of Ho<lriguez for the purposes 
mentioned in former Letters which I sent you, arrived here on tho 
20th instant. These Shipi, in retuming from the abovementioned 
Station cruized a few days hefore the Islei, of Vrance and Bourbon, 
arnl captnred a small Brig from Madagascar with Rico and Horne 
Slaves, hy which Vei,sel Captain Elphinstoue gaining information 
that there were se\'eral other small VcsRels gone to l\fa<lagirnmr to 
take in Hice for the abovementionccl fHlands, he onlered the lm­
pcrirusr. to visit the Coai,ts of Ma,lagasear on her way hack to the 
Cape, with a viow of intercepting them. Three days after the 
lrnpl'rin,.,r. parted from the Diomrrlc on this Service, the latter 
('aptured on the 1 !Ith ,July a small Brig that came from Isle 
l◄'rancp 1>01111(1 to Isle Hourhon, from which VeR~el Captain 
:Elphiustone obtained informatiou hy a Letter found on board her, 
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that an Extra East India Ship had arrived at Port Louis three 
days before, which Ship being homeward bound had been taken in 
the Southern Atlantic in her route to the Island of St. Helena, by 
the Chi.lfone French Frigate mounting 36 18-Pounders, and by the 
best information that could be obtained this Capture must have 
ueen made between the 1st and 6th of ,Tune. The Chi.ff one is said 
to have lost her Foremast and Bowsprit by running foul of the 
Indiaman for the purpose of hoarding her ; and the Ships con­
sequently separated from each other, but it falling very little .. Wind 
Hoon afterwards, the Indiaman could not escape and the Frigate 
having substituted a Jury :Foremast and Bowsprit, pursued and 
took her. Captain Elphinstone being further informed that the 
Chijfonc had on board a number of persons sent out of France to 
be landed on the Island of Madagascar (amongst whom it is said 
were Barrere, Santerre, Boucher, Chateauneuf, &c.) he proceeded 
immediately for the Southern Coast of that Island, and being off 
the J>ort of St. Lucie, on the 26th July, he took a small Brig, in 
which he found a Letter from the Governour of the Isle Bourbon, 
dated 18th July, addressed to the Captain of the Chi.ff one at Foul 
J>oint on the Coast of Madagascar. He then looked into Port 
Dauphin, where he saw a person who left Isle Bourbon on the 
24th ,July, who informed him that on the 16th of that Month a 
nanish Ship had arrived at the Port of St. Paul's in that Island, 
the , upercarg-o of which declared he went on board the Chi.ff one off 
the Island of Prunes on the C\last of Madagascar; that her Fore­
~nast and Bowsprit had been carried away, a number of Shot holes 
111 her si<les; and that there were English Officers J>risoners on 
hoard : The Supercargo said he was prevented from speaking to 
them, hut he learnt they were taken in an English Corvette of 18 
Chins, whieh had made a vigorous resistance. 

\Vhether the Corvette here spoken of is meant for the Prize . 
1,eforementioned, or is another capture made liy the Chijfonc, we 
know not. In my Lett.er of the 111th May, I informecl you of my 
!leiHling the Rottlc.rnrikc to Rt. Helena with the dispatch brought 
ont 1,y the Pm[Juin for the Governour of that Islaml, and she sailed 
from hence on the 1 0ih May, and weathered the Cape with a S E 
wind on the 21st. By the intellig-ence Captain Elphinstonc 
rereived from Isle France relative to the laking of.the extm India 
~hip, the C'hijfonr. hacl capture<! not,hing hefore that Ship, and that 
event took place as 1Jeforemcnlione<l hciwecn the 1st illld Gth of 
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June. Now as the Rattlesnake was round the Cape on the 21st­
May, had then a fair Wind, and the wind which blew hero was 
favourable for her for several days afterwards, and a strong current 
setting to the Northward on the West Coast of Africa, it seems 
very improbable she should not be so far advanced towards 
St. Helena before the 6th or 1st of June, as to be in a situation 
very unlikely to meet the Chi.ff one, and particularly as it is said 
that Ship took the extra India Ship about the 30th degree of S 
Latitude. The Orders to the Rattlesnake directed her after leaving 
St. Helena to Cruize for intercepting the homeward bound Ships of 
the Northern Powers, and I reckoned she might be out Eleven or 
Twelve Weeks : But as she has now been absent Fourteen Weeks, 
I am not without uneasiness about her. 

It appears the Chi.ff one left Nantes towards the latter end of 
March or early in April. About a Month before she left that Port, 
a French Corvette the Flcchc sailed also for Madagascar, having 
likewise on board a considerable number of persons of the same 
description as those on board the Chiffone; but the Flcche having 
met with damage at Sea, was obliged to put into some Port in Spain 
to refit. 

The Diomede and Imperieuse during their Cnuze took several, 
and run on shore and destroyed several other, of the small Vessels 
belonging to the Islands of France and Bourbon ; but they are all 
of too insignificant a nature for the parade of a formal Return. 

I am &c. 

(Signed) ROGER CURTIS. 

[Original.] 

Letter from VICE ADMIRAL CURTIS to EVAN NEPEAN, ESQUE. 

Lancaster, 81HON8 BAY, 
CAPE OJ!' GOOD IloPE, 27th Augu.at 1801. 

Srn,-In my Letters of the 26th June and 29th July I informed 
you respecting the Four Danish and One Swedish East Indiaman 
which have been detained and are now in this Bay. Not having 
received any instructions relative to their further disposal, and the 
time of the setting in of the S E Monsoon being nearly approached, 
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when the Ships of War will remove from hence to Table Bay, I am 
under a little embarrassment in regard to these detained Ships, 
which are very valuable, for as they have been long from Europe 
their Cables are of course considerably worn, and Table Bay is so 
very insecure an Anchorage with a Westerly Wind even in the 
midst of our Summer, and as they not unfrequently blow there in 
that Season though the S E Monsoon, the disposing these Ships 
with the greatest prospect of safety occupies my most serious 
attention ; and I am therefore at present rather inclined to think 
it would be advisable for them to continue here in Simons Bay 
(though it will be attended with much inconvenience) until I 
receive directions concerning them. 

If the affairs between Great Britain and the Northern Powers 
should not be amicably settled, it will require a great number of 
Men, not less than Two Hundred, to conduct these detained Ships 
to England, and to this circumstance I humbly beg leave to solicit 
their Lordships attention. 

A Ship named the William arrived yesterday in Table Bay from 
England, after a passage of 14 Weeks, and has in some Pease for 
the use of my Squadron, and Stores for the Army. She left 
England with the Ilindostan; but, this Ship is not yet arrived. 

I am &c. 
(Signed) ROGER CURTIS. 

[Copy.] 

• Q11rstions proposed to lffr. lffaynier relative to the disturbances that 
took place at the Drostdy of Graaff Rcinct on and about the 
20th Jilly 1801, and his answers thereto. 

CAPE TowN 27tk August 1801. 

Question 1st. 

To what cause do you attribute this last Insurrection? 

Answer. 

To the Reports and Rumours (mentioned in my letter to the 
General) that prevailed in the District of Graaff Reinet that it was 
the intention of Government to secure the persons c,f the stoutest 
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Boors at the ensuing opgaaf and send them to Cape Town to serve 
as Soldiers and Sailors. These Reports were circulated with great 
industry by several fractious and discontented Boors but originated 
in Cape Town. 

Question 2nd. 

You acknowledge that the Boors are still collected together to 
the amount of nearly four hundred behind the Bamboos Berg; arc 
you perfectly satisfied in your own mind that they will quickly 
disperse without committing any further outrage or act of 
Rebellion 1 

Answer. 
Perfectly. 

Que.st-ion 3rd. 

What reasons have you for thinking so ? 

Answer. 

Not having succeeded in their attempts to raise the men from 
Sneeuwberg and the other well affected parts of the Colony a 
considerable number of those who made their appearance in arms 
before the Drostdy have already given in their opgaaf and paid 
their Quit Rents as usual and to enable them all to do so I have 
prolonged the usual time to one month. 

Question 4th. 

What steps do you propose to take or do you recommend should 
be t.1.ken by Government to prevent the repetition of the transaction 
that took place at the Drostdy on or about tho 20th July last? 

Answer. 

I recommend that nothing ( absolumcnt ricn) shoulcl be <lone at 
present; by leaving them to themselves they will disperse quickly 
but they will be alarmed at any movements of Troops and perhaps 
fly to arms to anticipate the chastisement they expect from 
(}overnment. 
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Qu,estion 5th. 

What Garrison do you wish for at the Drostdy of Graaff Reinet 
or auy other place in the District and what numbers can you 
feed ? 

Answer. 

None in addition to the few Dragoons. At any rate Bread 
coul<l not be provided for any numbers until after the harvest. 

Question 6th. 

Do you not think the Establishment of a small Fortress or 
Inock Houso at the Drostcly of Gra.aff Reinet a desirable object ! 

Answer. 

By no means at present ; tho Barracks when finished will answer 
every purpose an<l any additional work would only tend to alarm 
the Boors. 

Qu,cstion 7th. 

On what terms are we with Congo and the Caffers on this side ? 

Answer. 
On the best. 

Question 8th. 

On what terms are we with G-yka and the Caffers on the other 
sido tho Great Vis River! 

Answer. 

He has expressed a wish to see the Drostdy, in consequence of 
which my eldest Son aud the :Missionary Van dcr Komp arc ~one 
lo fetch him. If ho CQJ.ncs it will boa sufficient strong proof of his 
confidence in our pacific intentions towards him. 

Question 9th. 

How are the Hottentots behaving and in particular Hans 
Stuunnan? 

Answer. 
(;annot h 'have b0Uo1'. 
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Question 10th. 

Have you every reason to be satisfied with Lieutenant Stewart's 
detachment of the Hottentot Corps, or do you wish to have thorn 
removed? 

Answer. 

I have no reason to complain of them. 

Question 11th. 

Do you approve of the conduct and principles of the Mission­
aries and do you think their endeavors arc directed towards the 
promotion of the general tranquillity? 

Answer. 

Undoubtedly they are men of exemplary conduct. 

Question 12th. 

Will you have the goorlness to explain for the General's informa­
tion your plan for a Corps or band of armed Hottentots, the 
numbers you propose to arm, and the expence likely to be incurred 
by such an Establishment ? 

Answer. 

I wish to have four hundred Hottentots who must be arined and 
clothed by Government and receive a daily allowance of meat and 
Bread the first year, and I think that they might at their leisure 
cultivate the ground so as to be able to subsist themselves 
afterwards. 

Question 13th. 

Do you not wish for some assistant either as Second Commis­
sioner or as Secretary and do you know of any person you would 
particularly recommend ? 

Answer. 

I should much wish for some such person but know of none to 
recommend. 
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Questwn 14th. 

Have you any person of confidence amongst the disaffected Boors 
who will give you early and timely intelligence of their movements 
and projects ? 

Answer. 
I have. 

[Copy.] 

Proclamation by MAJOR GENERAL FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

Whereas it has appeared to me from various representations 
that the farmers of the Colony are labouring at present under 
very serious inconveniences in transporting their produce to the 
Cape, owing, in a great degree, to the very low condition of the 
draucrht oxen, and the numbers that have perished by the long 
continuance of the late dry season. And whereas the attention 
of the British Government has particularly been directed to 
promote the extension and improvement of Agriculture in this 
Colony, not only by holding out pecuniary rewards for the 
encouragement of industry; but also by endeavouring to remove 
any difficulties that might appear to check or impede the progress 
of husbandry. And whereas it has been found from experience 
that certain laws and regulations now in force are not well 
calculated for the attainment of these objects, and among others 
thoRe laid down in the proclamations of the 14th and 25th of 
August 1800, the first imposing an additional duty on Brandy 
and other articles of produce subject to the payment of tythes, 
over and above the usual duties levied on those articles ; and the 
latter establishing a department for tasting and examining all 
Wines, as well foreign as those that arc the produce of the Colony, 
imported into the Settlement or brought up to Cape Town, I have 
thought it expedient to order, and it is hereby accordingly directed 
aull ordered, that from the date of these presents until further 
orders the Collector of the tythes or Inland duties shall not 
demand any other tythes or duties on any species of grain, Wine 
or Brandy, passing the barriers into Cape Town or Simons Town 
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than such as have been established and usually levied according 
to the Old laws of the Colony. 

And whereas it has moreover appeared that just and reasonable 
grounds of complaint have arisen from the Wine tasting depart­
ment, and many serious evils resulted from the same: the opening 
of the Casks at the Barrier affording great temptations for the 
Slaves to be guilty of malpractices in the transport of Wines from 
the Country to the Cape, not only tending to produce riotous and 
disorderly behaviour in this class of people, but creating also very 
material injury both to the Cultivator and the Merchant, I have 
thought proper to direct that for the future, until further orders, 
the practice of opening and tasting of Wines, on entering the 
Town, shall be discontinued. 

And moreover, in order to prevent any improper or pernicious 
liquors from being vended to the Soldier or the labouring man in 

• the licensed Wine Houses for retailing Wines and Spirits, I do 
further command that the examination and tasting of Wines and 
liquors in the said Winehouses shall, as heretofore has been usual, 
form a branch of the duties attached to the Office of His Majesty's 
Fiscal, who is hereby directed to pay a particular attention to the 
same, and to inflict such punishment as the law directs, and levy 
such penalties in all cases of abuse as are awanled and heretofore 
established. 

Given under my Hand & Seal at the Castle of Good Hope this 
27th day of August 1801. 

(Signed) :FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

[Original.] 

Letter from MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS to LORD IIonART. 

C.uE OF Gooo HOPE, September Dth 1801. 

MY Lo1m,-Although I have not as yet received a formal 
intimation of the change which has lately taken place in those 
who have the honor to he employe<l in the a<lministration of His 
Majesty's Government, yet as no doubt can ho entertained of 
Your Lordship's appointment as Secretary of Stale, I clo myself 
the honor of sending you this J)rt,patch, having at the same timti 

 

 



Rccol'ds of the Cape Colony. G5 

enclosed a Duplicate of that alldressod to the Right Honourable 
Henry Dundas, datod 23rd July last, and which was transmitted 
lJy His Majesty's Sloop Star which sailed from the Capo tho 
Loginning of August. 

IIaving communicated, in the Dispatch abovernontioned, my 
intention of doing away certain new Regulations and Duties, 
made and imposed during the administration of the late GoYernor 
Sir George Yonge, considered by the Inhabitants of the Settlement 
as contrary to the terms of the Capitulation, under which this 
Colony was surrendered to His :Majesty's Arms, and consequently 
productive of ill humour and dissatisfaction, I now herewith 
enclose the Proclamation issue<l for the purpose ahovo statecl, 
being a measure I found it neress:ny immediately to adopt, as the 
season has now arrived whon the "\Vines and Brandies are brought 
up to Cape Town from the Country Districts. I have reason to 
lJelieve that, as the grievances which haYe been stated to arise 
from the Proclamations of the 14th & 15th August 1800, the 
first imposing an additional tax upon Grain and Bramly, the 
second for establishing a new Department for examining all(l 
tasting "\Vines, arc now remoYed, the Inhabitants have acquired 
fresh confidence in the J ustico and Integrity of His Majesty's 
Government. 

I have great pleasure to communicate that the Commissioners 
fOl' regulating the consumptwn of Grain have reported the stock 
of Com procurable in the Colony to be sufficient, with proper 
economical management thereof for supplying His l\fajesty's 
~hips, the Troops in Garrison, allll Inhabitants, until tho coming 
in of 1.ho new Crop, Lein~ happy to add that the seasonable 
ltains which have lately fallen, together with tho general good 
appearance of tho weather, indicate a favoraule and plentiful 
l larvest. 

Having l,efnre signified, to l\Ir. St3crotary Duwlas, the receipt 
of His :Uajesty's Order in Couueil respeeting tho detention uf 
!tus--;inn, ll,mish, ancl Swedi ·h Ships, ancl rep11rtecl tl10se <letainl'cl 
In the Ports of this Colony in consoc1uenl'0 of it, I am now to 
have the honor of acquaintiuir you that cou~i<lerinir the insecure 
andtorages of the Cape of a':od Hope ;mcl the gr:at damage to 
Which tho Uar6oes of the detained Ships lut\O l>eon alroacly 
exposecl, in eonse<pwnce of the kngtlt of time some Swe<lislt arnl 
l>anish Ships have been <letaine<l hern, the Admiral Sir Jtogcr 

IV. !' 
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Curtis and myself have concurred in opinion as to the expediency 
of permitting the Danish and Swedish ships to prosecute their 
voyage to Europe, fully convinced that, from the intelligence 
which has lately reached us that the Embargoes are taken off 
at home-we shall receive an early ratification of the adjust­
ment of the differences with tho Northern Powers, and tho 
consequent order to release the Ships detained in this Quarter 
of the Globe. 

Having mentioned in my last Despatches that a Sum of Money 
due on account of unpaid Warrants issued by the late Governor 
Sir George Yonge could not then be discharged by reason of the 
state of the Balance in the hands of the Receiver General, I am to 
report for your information that since writing the aforesaid Letter 
of the 23rd July, the Debt upon the Colonial Treasury has been 
reduced from Seventy three Thousand and Eighty seven Hix­
dollars, Four Skellings & Four Stivers, to Thirty four Thousand 
Seven Hundred and Sixty Seven ltix Dollars, Seven Rkellings, 
and Four Stivers, and it gives me pleasure to add that a Balance 
remained in the Treasury at the end of the Month of August 
amounting to Ninety Seven Thousand Five Hundred and Ninety 
three Uixdollars and two Rtivers, being now confident, from the 
flourishing state of the Revenues, that every demall<l upon the 
Colonial Treasury will be spee<lily discharged, arnl such J<'umls 
as are necessary for the Expenditure of the Civil Establishment 
of the Colony will be hereafter amply supplie<l. 

It is with concern my duty requires me to state that, notwith­
standing the lenity and indulgence shewn to the turbulent Inhabi­
tants of the District of Graaff lteinet, as well during the <liffer •nt 
administrations of the English Government, as formerly when the 
l)utch East India Uornpany had possession of this Colony, a 
disposition to violate the Laws has again manifested itself' amongst 
these remote all(l licentious Rettlers, the Boors from the Brnintjes 
lloogte, a division of tho District of Graaff Iteinet, having appeared 
in arms at the late annual opgaaf or payment of the <1uit !tent~, 
under very frivolous awl groundless pretences, arnl though, by tho 
firmness and prudence of the Magistrate of the l)istriet, this 
disposition to disturb the l>u]ilic peace has been happily re1m•sse<l, 
without corning to extremities with them, arnl in such a mtuiuer 
as gi,es me nu apprehensions at present of an irnme(liate renewal 
of disturlmnces, yet I must confc~s that tho utmost, igibuc • a11<l 
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c:crtion, on tho part of Oornrnmont, are required to awe arnl 
controul tho Turbulent peasants dwelling at the frontiers of the 
Colony. 

I do myself the honor to enclose a Proclamation issued on the 
31st ,Tuly 1801, immediately on the receipt of the intelligence of 
what had taken place at tho l lrostuy of (1raaff Heinet, seeing tho 
policy, and indeed necessity, of temporizing at present, lmt it will 
Lecome a matter of very serious cousi<leration the adopting here­
after such mea ures as arc requisite for ensuring the good order and 
future tranquillity of a part of the Country which, from its <listant 
situation from the Seat of Government, has been al ways liable 
to partial in ·urrections, in which tho other Districts of the Colony 
have been by no means implicat0<l, enjoying as they <lo at present, 
the most perfect tranquillity. 

I avail myself of the opportunity, which the sailing of His 
Majesty's Rhi1> Adamant for Enoland affords me, of enclosing the n 
Monthly Hcturns of His :Mt\jcsty's Troops under my comnuuul, for 
the months of August and :-;eptcmuer last. 

No other events ha Ying occurred, with the recital of "·hich it is 
requisite for me to troulilc ·our Lonlship, I have nothing ft:rthcr 
on the present occasion to add than that I have &c. 

(Signed) J<'nAXCIS Duxll.\S. 

[ Original.] 

l,rltc1· fru11i Vrci: ,\mmaL Cuurrs to Ev.\.~ NEPE \:--,, E~1/1tE. 

l,1111rai:tei·, SmoNs BAY, 

CA1·11: 01 Goou HOPE, Uth S11il111,br r J!iOI. 

Sm, - Therc will ht> clctnile,! to ·on in this Letter for the infor­
mation ol' th •ir Lcmbhips all the orcurrencns connectecl with my 
C'<nn1na11<l since my L •ttl'r of the ~1'th ultimo. 

In my letter of the ~fith ultimo uow rcfcrrccl to, I statc1l to yon 
for the reaHons therein me11tio11c1I I was not without Home 1111eas1-
11l' about the Rultl1 11"/.-!:. lint I am no\\· to inform yon I han• 
l"\lc'l•ive,l a Loller a few da ·s il"ll from <'aptuin ('m1is datecl thn 
2~lth ,July, which i'3 nli eqmmL to the ti111e the G'liij!i1w was at 

J<' ~ 
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Madagascar, conse(J_uently all apprehensions concerning the Rattlc­
s,wkc are at an end. Tlie Letter was brought me in the Danish 
Ship the Christianus Scptimus detained in her route to St. Helena 
by the Rattlesnake, and Captain Curtis informs me he had been 
induced to continue at Sea in the hope of intercepting two Swedish 
China Ships, of which he had obtained intelligence : However I 
expect his arrival here every Hour. 

Captain Curtis also states to me that on the 12th ,r uly he spoke 
the American Ship Clothcct from Canton, which place she left on 
the 17th March preceding, and from that Ship he receive<l infor­
mation of the arrival there of the China Ships under Convoy of the 
Belligcux, which Ship was in a very leaky state, an<l was to go to 
Bombay to Dock. Upon reflecting on this intelligence, I am 
become apprehensive that owing to the circumstance of the 
Bclligeux being under the necessity of going to Boml.Jay, the 
homeward bound China Trade might be without protection in their 
Voyage to England, and I think it my duty, under such impression, 
to provide a Ship foi: their safety. I have in various Lettera 
represented to you the circumstance of the Adurnant running upon 
a Hock in St. Augustine's Bay on the Coast of Madagascar, and 
the dangerous state she has been supposed to be in, on account of 
that accident, and I have also several times reported to you her 
weakness and general unfitness for pr&sent Service, an<l I have 
consequently fixe<l on that Ship for going to England with the 
view abovementioned. She will depart from hence for St. Helena 
as speeclily as may be, an<l though it appears the China Ships 
might possibly have reached St. Helena by the end of the last 
Mouth, yet it generally happens they are later in their arri ml 
there than they expect, ancl I am therefore full of hope the Arlmnant 
will get to that Island before they have left it. But if these Ships 
shoulcl have proceeded on their Voyage, she will he tu remain there 
a reasonable time, to conduct home such 8hips as may arrive 
there. 

In my Letter of the 11th December 1800 I mentione<l for the 
reasons therein set forth, my haYing it in contemplation to sernl 
the Adnnwnt to St. Helena to go home with the charge of a. 
Convoy assemlilecl there, and to orcler the Ship sent from E11gl:m1l 
for that purpose, in case she might meet her at the Island, to repair 
to this Station in the room of the Ad(lnW nt, an1l 1 ha Ye recei ,·etl no 
intimatiun from their Lordships tl11.t such a step woul1l be 1lis-
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approved of: Dut various circumstances have arisen to prevent my 
having hitherto aclopted that measure. It is now my intention 
that in em,e the Arlamant should meet a Frigate at St. Helena, 
sent thither to conJuct to Englaml the bornewanl bound Trade, to 
direct the .Adamant to perform that Scrviee, and to Order the 
:Frigate to the Cape of Good Hope; all(l I trust when their Lord­
ships consider how much my Squa<lron ,rill he diminished hy tho 
ah,ence of the ..Ada1,wnt and the 1'rnnrndous (which will be mcn­
tionecl hereafter) mul that the I111prrir11se is the only }frigate on 
this Station, which Ship I am taught to expect will return from 
Sea in had condition, their Lordships will Il(,t be displeased at my 
conduct in this respect. 

In my Letter of the 2Gth ultimo I informed you the Pcngui,i, 
which had sailed with a small Victualler under her l'rotcction for 
Mocha, had put back with the Victualler, as the latter had been so 
leaky she was unable to proceed. 

General Dundas (the acting Governour of this Colony) and 
~nyself deeming it of groat importance that the supplies contained 
in the Vessel ahovementioned t:>hould be forwarded to their desti­
nation as soon as it was possible a com·eyance could be procure1l 
for them, and a f'hip in Dallast belonging to Hambrough and 
1>oun1l to Moeha haYing put into this Bay to get \Vat.er and Hefit, 
she lias been engaged by the Agent for the East India Company 
for receiving on board what ,rns in the V cssel abovcrnentionc<l, 
and a further quantity of sueh articles as have been judged the 
lnost proper for tho Army in tho Heel Sea. It being indispensable 
that a Convoy should be appointed for the Hambrough Ship to 
prevent her hei11g seized by the :French Uruizers; and her Com­
inarnlcr rnakincr it a condition of his ncrreemont, that the Ship 

0 0 

a11otto(l for hi8 protection should not be less than a Frigate, 
}>artieulai 1y as he had heard the Chijfonc \\:LS in the Indian Seas, 
and I ha, ing no ~Frigate on the Station ext:ept tho Impcricusc, and 
Rhu is at Sea, I am un1lor the necessity of appointing the 1'rcmcndozlS 

for this ~ervice. 
Iu my Ll•tter of the 24th ,June I spoke of the stale of the 

'/'rem, ndu,,.~ n•rnarkin" tluit Rho had then been Ten Y cars and a 
1 ' "' 1a1f off the gronrnl, all(l was comicc1uently wry foul. It is to ho 
expected mneh of her Copper is off her Dottom and of course 
<'.·po 1•cl to t hl• rarngc of the worms; a)l(l from the dtic, ,y probably 
of tho Oakum in her Scam:i she makes constantly at an •rnchor in 

' 
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the most tranquil weather twelve Inches \Yater an Hour. The 
Ship being in this condition, I shall endeavour Lo make her present 
appointment of Service of two-fold advantage. It is therefore my 
intention to direct Captain Osborn after he has seen the lfamhrough 
Ship in safety, to proceed. to Bombay, and if possible have lhe 
Tremendous Docked., and such temporary repair made to her as 
may be found to be absolutely necessary. I am aware that if the 
Tremendous were to go the whole way to 1focha, it is possible she 
may not get out of the Ited Sea while the N.E. Monsoon prernils ; 
lrnt I conclutle that before she gets so far towards the Straits of 
Hahlemantlel either fall in with some Ship or Vessel of ·war to 
which he may consign the charge of the Hambro Ship, or that he 
may acquire such information as may shew it to be unnecessary 
for him to proceed so far towartls Mocha with the Ship in his 
charge, as to enclanger his getting over to Bombay, and conse­
<1 uenlly the Order untler which he will sail will be of a discre­
tionary nature. I shall write to the Cornmamler in Chief in India 
aclclresse<l to him at Bombay, or in his absence to the Senior Officer 
there, slating my reasons for sending this Ship to that place, and 
re<1uesling she may be <lockell &c. as beforementione<l. If from 
any circumstances that may arise, the Commander in Chief in 
Irn~ia shoul1l think it proper to retain the Tremendous in that 
Country, she will be at his Command; hut if she should not l,e 
rel:tined there, Captain Osborn will in conformity to the Onler he 
will receive from me, repair hack to the Cape of Good Hope. 1 
hope thbir Lordships will approve of my inteuLions respecting this 
Ship, and I expect she will sail from hence with the Ship under 
her Convoy, in Ten clays aL farthest. 

The Tc111sidwrc put into this Bay in her way to Irnlia on the 
2n<l instant, to procure some ·water, arnl saile<l again on the !iLh. 

\Ve hourly expect the Hiwlnstnn Storeship, a Ship having 
atTi veil here a fortnight ago, that parted with her off Cape 
Ortugal. 

A very large Ship haYing appeaml on the evening of the '.fo<l 
instant at the entrance of l◄'alse Bay, apparently in great <lii,Lrcc;s, 
ha Ying l ►ecn totally dism:tHted, arnl a S. W. \\'in<l coming on arnl 
driving her to Sea, I or,lcrcd the Ad((11wnt out lo ltL't' assistan<'L\ 
awl she towed lter inlo this ai1clwrage on the ,J.th. She proved to 
he the (1111111/,·s.~ of ,"-.'11/hrr/u,ul ol' above HiOO Tons l\nrllll'n f'ro111 
Bengal bound lo London, h:ning on hoarcl a rnof-L val nalilc Cargo. 

i 
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She hart been dismastecl about three 1\fonths before on the Eastern 
Coast of this Colony, ancl since the accicleut had frequently been 
in the utmost danger, and had only a single Cask of \Vater ou 
board ;vheu the Adamrrnt joined her. She is in want of every 
thing, but there is scarcely a single Spar for l\.fastage to be pur­
chased in this Country, and the stock here belonging to His 
Maj 'sty is almost entirely exhausted, so that she can have no 
Rupply from our Stores, and must proceed home under small Jury 
Mast . I haYe caused her to be furnished with an Anchor and 
Cable for her security, the latter of which "·e could ill spare. In 
my Letter to you of the 1."ith ~larch 1800, I stated how fre<1uently 
it occurred that ~hips of the India Trade put into the Cape in 
distress and the drain it was upon the King's Stores. Neither the 
India Company, nor other:i Trading to that Country, have made 
any deposit of Stores here, nor is any to be purchased from the 
Hesiclent Merchants, and the great number of crippled Ships 
which have taken refuge at the Cape since the w1:iting of the 
Letter above referred to, have been of necessity assisted from His 
Majesty's Stores; anc.l though the King's Ships have not as yet 
heen in actual want therefrom, yet the supplies granted to such 
Ships is a drain upon His l\fajesty's tores unprovided for, and 
may eventually be attended with serious consequences. It seems 
therefore highly necessary that those interested in the Trade to 
India Rhould deposit Naval Stores at the Cape of Good Hope. 
And it may not be improper for me to remark that the Cape, even 
as a place of refuge for Ships in distress, is of such importance, 
that since I have been here many 8hips have put in under such 
circumstances that they must have c.lone so, even had the place 
hcen in the hands of an Enemy. 

The J11pit11· not being yet arrived from Sea, I cannot in com­
pliance "ith their Lord ·hips directions send home Lieutenant 
Heathcote, lrnL he shall go to England by the fir·t opportunity 
after the Jupiter returns. I am &c. 

(Signed) HOGER CURTIS. 
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[Original.] 

Letter froni VICE ADMIRAL CURTIS to EVAN NEPEAN, Es,Qrm. 

LancMter, Smo:-is BAY, 

CAPE OF Goon HoPE, 10th September 1801. 

Sm,-In my Letters of the 26th June, 20th July, and 27th 
August, I a,lverted to the Ships here which had heen detained in 
virtue of His iiajesty's Ortler in Couneil dated the 1-±th January 
last. 

I am now tu acquaint you for the information of their Lord­
ships, that a Ship hadng aITived in Table Bay on the 1st instant, 
whieh brought a Newspaper which contained the Uazette-puhlica­
tion of His Majesty's Order in Couneil tlatecl the 4th June, re­
voking the general Emhargo on the Hhips and V esscls of Hussia 
and Denmark, General Dnmlas the acting Governor of the Colony 
and myself, after mature consideration agreed in Opinion, that it 
would be proper to set at liberty the Danish Ships which were 
detained here, and they were liberated accordingly. 

And the Tn11sichorc having aITiYe<l in this Bay on the 2rnl 
instant, and Captain J\Iaekellar of that Ship having hrought 
satisfactory information that the Emhargo upon Swedish Ships 
was also taken off before he left Englarnl, although he had rcceirnd 
no Oflicial notification thereof, General Jhmclas ancl l, after duly 
weighing the information on this head rccciYccl hy the T(')'J_), frhm·c, 
concurre<l in Opinion, that the Swcclish Hhip detained here should 
lJe liberated also, which was accordingly <lone. 

The Danish Ship Christi111ws S17,ti,nus sent in hy the ll//tllcsnakc 
anived here a fow days ago, as mentioned in my Letter of Y estcr­
day, will likewise proceed for Europe as soon as she gels the Men 
which were taken out of her arnl which arc now on boanl the 
Ratte.make, ancl I every moment expect the llattlcsnal.-c to make 
her ap1>earam:e. 

I hope llrn measure thus taken in regard to the J>etaincd Ships 
will meet with their Lorclships approbation. I am &c. 

(Signecl) nouim UUltTIS. 
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[Original.] 

Lelle,· J,-01n VICE AmlilL\L CURTIS to EVAN NErEA~, EsQRE. 

Lanca•ter, RrnONS DAY, 
CAPE OF (loon HOPE, 13th &pt,,mber 1801. 

Srn,-Tho Impcricusc anived here last night, and having met 
with a great tlual of Temp •stuous \Veathcr with adverse \Yintls, it 
will re<p1irc some time tu make her again fit for Service. ·while 
the l111periw.w· was on the Coast of Madagascar she took two 
V css ·ls ha, ing 1:ice on hoard, an<l they are expected to come in 
with the first farnnmlile ·wind. 

Tho \\'ind has been favouralilo several Jays for bringing the 
lli,uloslan Storeship; all(l as she does not make her appcaran\'e, 
though I ull(lerstarnl she Railed from England on the l!Jth May, 
I am i:;omewlrnt nneaRy about her, as if any acciLlent has befallen 
her, we shall be in great want of various Stores, and particularly 
Cables fur tho two Decked Ships. I am &c. 

(Signeu) llOGElt UURTIS. 

[Original.] 

L 1 tlc1· Jron~ VICE AmunAL CURTIS to EVAN NEPEAN, EsQRE. 

CAPE OF GooD IIOl'E, l!llh September 1801. 

8m,-A Swc1fo;h Ship hein,., to Sail from hence, tho Captain of 
]" 0 W neh Raying he shoul<l have connnunication ,rith .England at 

l)'.Jver, I arnil myself of the opportunity that their Lordship~ 
llliuht, know tho R((tl/cs,uil,c anirnd hero from a Cruize on the 
1 ;ilh in. tant : Captain Curtis l1a<l prolonged his continuance at 
8ea, l'onformaLly to the discretiouary power I had giYen him, in 
the l1ope of falling in with su111<J very valuable homeward bound 
Rw ·di h ~hips, of ,yhieh ho liau ul>tainod information. 

The ,fopit, ,·, !Tindosf((n, arnl B11p!t1·osy,w Armed Hrig arrived 
here from Hio ,J aneiru on the 17th instant. I am &c. 

(Signed) Homm CunTIS. 
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[Copy.] 

Proclamation by MAJOR GENERAL FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

Whereas by proclamation of the 20th May 1797 it is directed 
that no British Subjects or Foreigners should thenceforth he 
allowed to settle or remain in this Colony without having 
previously obtained the special License of the Commander in 
Chief, or being furnished with a passport from the Secretary of 
'State's Office, This is to give notice that all persons who have 
arrived in this Colony since the 13th June 179G for the purpose 
of settling here, or who have resided in the Colony from that 
period to the present, whether Subjects of His Majesty or natives 
of any foreign Country, or Prisoners of War on their parole, are 
required to present themselves at the Secretary's Office, where a 
Commission consisting of Andrew Barnard Esqr. Colonial Secretary, 
W. S. van Ryneveld Esqr. His Majesty's Fiscal, and Abraham 
Fleck Esqr. President of the Burgher Senate, will attend every 
Tuesday and Friday at 10 oClock in the forenoon, beginning ou 
Tuesday next the 29th of September, and continuing to sit ou the 
aforesaid days until the 1st of November next. Before this Com­
mission all persons above described will be required to give in 
their name, age, country, profession, time of arrival in this Colony, 
from whence arrived, Family and. present abode, passport and • 
from whom. 

And all such persons as may not be provided with passports or 
Licenses from the Secretary of State's Office in England, or who 
have not obtained passports here, must then apply for the same in 
writing, stating the cause and. intention of their remaining here, 
that, if appearing satisfactory to me, or<lcrs may be given Lo have 
them supplied with passports at the Secretary's Office in the 
Castle. And. all persons neglecting to present themselves before 
the said. Commission within the time above stated, will be con­
si<l.ered as having forfeited all pretensions to the indulgence of 
remaining in the Colony, and will be ordered to quit the same 
without delay. 

This Summons extends to all persons not in His Majesty's 
Sen·ice, and who may now or hereafter arrive and intencl 
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to sl.'\y longer in the Colony than the ship on which they 
came. 

(liven u11<lcr my Hand & Seal at the Castle of Good Hope this 
22nd d,ty of September 1801. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

[ Original.] 

L,·tt,r fro11i VICE .Amrn:\L CURTIS to EVAX .. EPEAX, ESl/HE. 

LanclU!ter, SIMO'iS BAY, 

CAl'E OF GOOD llol'E, lat Octwr 1801. 

8m,-ny the Ili,ulosta n which arrived here on the 17th ultimo 
1 rccci ,c<l the following Onlcrs : 

One of the 1G1.h Dccemucr 1800, to bring provisionally into 
Port, and <lirnct to be so Lrought into Port, all Hussian Merchant 
Vessels. One of the 22nd Decemuer 1800, to suffer to pass freely 
all V cssels belonging to Persons of any Nation in Amity with 
llis Majesty ·which shall be wholly laden with Provisions destined 
to the Ports of Great Britain or Ireland, notwithstanding the same 
shall he brought from a Blockaded Port. 

One of the 10th J anurtry last, to take the Hindostan under my 
Command. 

One of the 16th December 1800, respecting the Ensigns Armorial, 
I!'lagH, aud Hanners to be worn in consequence of the Union of the 
two Kiua<loms of Great Britain and Ireland: Together with His 
Majesty's Order in Council thereon <lated the 5th November 1800. 

One of the 15th January 1801, to bring into Port all Ships of 
\Var, or Vessels of any description belonging to Russia, Denmark, 
and 8weden. An Order of the same tenor and date I received on 
the Uth May by His :Maj •sty's Rloop the Penguin. 

One (,f the lGth April 1801, relative to the Trade to he allowed 
between the Colonies of Spain in America and the Settlement of 
the Cape of Good Hope. 

Hy ihe lfindostan I rcceivell also the following Letters: 
0110 of ihe 3nl December 1800, containing their Lordships 

directions to cause ihe utmost economy in the expenditure of 
8iores on hoard His Majesiy'1, Ships and V esPcls cc. 

One of the lGth Deccmlwr 1800, togctlier with 20 Order· of 
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their Lordships to detain and bring in, or send into some con­
venient Port of His Majesty all Russian Merchant Vessels. These 
Orders not reaching me until the 17th ultimo, and authentic in­
formation having arrived here before that time, that the Emhargo 
in England on Russian Ships had been taken off, the Orders in 
Question have not been issued. This remark applies also to the 
Order of the 16th December 1800, and to that of the 15th January 
1801 bcforementioned, received by the IIindostan. 

To all which Orders and Letters the most punctual attention 
will be paid. I am &c. 

(Signed) ROGER CURTIS. 

London Gazette. 
Govcrnrncnt Notice. 

DOWNING STREET, October 2, 1801. 

Prelimihnries of Pear,e between His Majesty and the ]Trench 
TiepuLlic were signed last Night at Lord Hawkesbury's Office, in 
Downing-Street, by the Hight Honorable Lord IIawkeslrnry, One 
of His Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State, on tho Part of His 
Majesty, anJ by M. Otto, on the Part of the :French Government. 

[Original.] 

Letter froui VICE ADMIRAL CURTIS to EVAN NEPEAN, l~SQRE. 

Lanca!it'r, SIMONS DAY, 

CAPE OF Goou llol'E, 6th Oclolicr 1801. 

Sm,-I am now to detail to you for tho information of their 
Lordships the occurrences here connecteJ with my Command since 
my Letters of the !Jth, 13th, an<l 1!.lth ~eptemher last. 

In my Letter of the \Jth Septemlier I stated to you my motives 
for sending the Adamant to the Island of St. Helena, arnl from 
thence to EnglanJ: She sailed from hence for those purposes on 
tho 14th September. 

On the 17th September the Jupiter, Ilinrlostan, and Euphrosync 
Armed Brig arrived from Hio Janeiro, which place they left on 
the 18th of the prccetling month, in Company with the Lion and 
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the China Trade. Captain Losack of the Jupiter having while he 
was at Hio Janeiro obtained authentic information that the Force 
in the Hio de la I>lata had been encreased since he left that Station 
to nine Sail of Men of War, viz.: Two Spanish Ships of the Line 
and ]!'ive Frigates, and two :French Frigates, he very properly 
determined to accompany the Lion and her Convoy, with the 
J11pitcr and the Hindostan, to such distance from the Coast as 
there would lie little probability of their falling in with the 
Enemies S11uadron, and he parted with the Lion and the China 
Ships on tho 27th August in Lat. 3G0 11' S. and 27° 31' Wt. 
Longitude, all well. The Lion, Ilindostan, and the China Trade 
arrived at Hio Janeiro on the 1st August. 

:From the abovementioned encrcase of the Enemy in the Tiio 
de la Plata, my annulling the appointment of a Ship to cruizc 
on that station may he considered as a fortunate circumstance. 

The Rattlesnake anived from a Cruize on the 15th September. 
In my Letter of the 9th September I acquainted you of my 

having appointed the Tremendous for the protection of a Hamburgh 
Ship destined for Mocha and lciadetl with articles of Victualling 
for the use of the Army employed upon the Coasts of the Tied Sea, 
and my reasons for so doing: She sailed with the said Ship under 
her Convoy on the 2nd instant. In my Letter of the 9th 
September abovementiorred, their Lordships will have observed 
my solicitude for the reasons therein stated to prevent if possible 
the Tremendous going the whole way to Mocha. Ha.Ying sub­
sequent to the w1iting the said Letter become acquainted, that 
Were the Tremendous to proceed to Mocha, her being detained 
there until April would not lie the only ill consequence of ihe 
measure, uut that she cannot be Docked at 13ombay during the 
S \V Monsoon, besides other probable inconveniences of import­
ance. Upon consideration therefore of the case, General Dundas, 
the Agent of the East India Compmy, and I perfectly concuned 
in opinion, that at this season of the year, tho :N' E l\fonsoon 
prevailing, the route of ihe Hamburgh Ship to l\focha so near 
Bombay, it would occasion her very little delay to be cornluctell 
dire<:tly to that place, from whence she will proceed. to l\fod1a 
with the other 8hips charged with supplies for the Hell Sea, which 
must nece~~arily be Rent from Bomhay during the X E l\Ionsuon. 
1 n con~ecpience of this determination, the 1'rcmcnduw; has <:harge 
of the llamburgh Ship only so far as Bombay. 
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It having occurred to me that though there may be an oppor­
tunity of Docking the Tremendous at Bombay, there might not 
be Copper there, which could be spared from the Ships belonging 
to the East India Squadron, to new Copper her, and there being 
here no want of that article, I have caused to be put on board 
that Ship as much as she may want, with a proportionate quantity 
of Copper Nails: And in the event of its not being practicable to 
Dock the Tremendous, and it should happen there may l>e a want 
of Copper at Bombay, 1 have directed Captain Osborn to leave 
there what he has on board. In case of t.he Tremendous being 
Docked at Bombay, or that it should be found impracticable, 
Captain Osborn is equally enjoinecl to use all po fliblc dispatch 
not to be longer absent from this Station than may be indispensibly 
necessary unless he should receive in India contrary Orders. 

I informed you in my Letter of the 0th Septeml>er that I was 
taught to expect the Impcricusc would arrive from Sea in l>ad 
condition, and I am very sorry to acquaint you she is fournl to lie 
in a worse state than wac; imagined. Having directed the :Mastoc 
Shipwright of the Yard very carefully to examine into her Defects, 
he has made me the Report thereon, a copy of which I herewith 
enclose. Their Lor<lships will observe by it, that tho Ship is not 
only unfit for Ser.ice here, but that it would be improper to send 
her home in t.he 'Winter Season; and she must therefore continue 
here until such time, that from the perio<l of her departure hence, 
she may be expected to arrive in England in the Summer Season. 

The Ships ·which lately arrived from Sea not having compleated 
their Refitting, and the NW Monsoon having continued unusually 
long this Season, I have not as yet removed the 8<1rnulron to Tal>le 
Bay, but shall probably leave this Anchorage for that purpose in 
the course of next week. 

The Troops on board the Krnt Victualler, which was eondemned 
at llio ,Janeiro, as rnentione<l in my Letter of the 21ith A ngust, 
were l>rought to the Cape l>y Captain Losack in the J11pit1 r. 

I am &c. 

Homm Ci;1n1s. 
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[Original.] 

Letter front MAJOR GEN"ERAL DUNDAS to LORD ITOBART. 

CAPE OF GooD IloPE, 8th October 1801. 

Mv Loun,-I have the honor to inform Your Lordship that the 
East Irnlia Packet tho Star which left Amboyna on the :3rd August 
last, bringing an account of the Surrender of the Island of Ternate, 
and all its Dependencies, to His Majesty's Arms, arrived yesterday 
in Taule Bay, and as she proposes to proceed immediately for 
England, I take the opportunity of acknowledging the receipt of 
the Official Letters and Dispatches specified in the Margin, 

111r. Dun<lrui, H: Junuury 1801. 
111r. Iluskis;on, lG l\Iurch. 
l\Ir. Dunclus, 16 l\Iurch. 
Lorcl Hoburt, 18 l\Iurch. 
111r. lluskis,on, 31 March. 
Lord Hobart, 16 April. 

Do. 1 l\Iay. 
Do. 2111ay. 
Do. 2111ay. 
Do. 0111ay. 
Do. 13 May. 

which were delivered to me uy l\fr. 
Hercules Ross, who arrived on board 
His l\fajesty's Ship Ilindostan on the 
17th ultimo. 

The shortness of the time which 
has elapsed since the forementioned 
Dispatches have reached me renders 
it impossiule, at present, to reply to 
the several points of Your Lordship's 
instructions contained therein, but I 

shall not fail to institute an Enquiry, in pursuance to His 
Majesty's Commands, relative to the subjects to which you have 
directed my attention, and will transmit by an early oppor­
tunity every information in my power to procure, respecting 
the important matters mentioned in your Letters of the -1st 
and 2nd May last, of which I have already acknowledged the 
receipt. 

The occurrences which have taken place, since my last letter 
date,l Dth September, sent by His Majesty's ~hip Adamant, a 
1 >npli<'ate of which I have the honor to enclose, are not such as 
to merit in any great degree Your Lon1ship's notice therefore, not 
unnerns~arily to occupy your time, it is my intention to confine 
this pre~ent comm1micatiun within uarrow bounds. 

Tho Proclamation upon the subject uf the foreigners ,rho Jiayc 

from time to time introduced themselves iuto this Settlement is 
the only one l have found it necessary to issue since the departure 

 

 



80 •Records of the Cape Colo,iy. 

of my last Dispatch, having to acknowledge tho justice of Your 
Lordship's remarks upon the subject of penniliing foreigners to 
reside here ; and am to add., that the caution which yon ha\'e 
directed to be observed in admitting them, particularly French, 
into this Settlement, will be for the future very strictly at­
tended to. 

Some of the Doors of the District of Graaff Ueinct who, upon a 
late occasion as I before informed Your Lordship, attempted to 
disturb the public peace, have not as Y'Jt been prevailed upon to 
return to their habitations, but have retired behind. the Bmnboos­
berg, a remote and inaccessible ptll't of the Country, from which 
it is not my intention, nor would it be indeed au object for 
Government, to endeavour by force to dislodge them; however 
your Lordship may depend upon my unceasing attention and 
vigilance toward.s the maintaining of the public tra1H1 uillity iu 
that, as well as in eYery other part of the Country. I am perfectly 
couYinccll that little credit ought to he giYeu to the Yague and 
interested information which is very frequently received from 
the Country Districts, and am happy to find that Your Lonl­
ship's sentiments upon that head so perfectly coincide with 
what my own experience has already taught me. Being able 
to appreciate pretty justly the value of such reports, I flatter 
myself with a hope thaL I am not likely to be misled so as 
to take any hasty, erroneous, or improper steps in consel1ucnee 
of them. 

·with a view of enabling your Lordship to jlHlgc of the nature 
of the disturbances to which I allude in the District of Craa{f 
Ueinet, I herewith enclose Letters and Ueports addrcssCll to me 
from that part of the Colony which, though perhaps tellious all(l 
prolix, may lend to gi rn your Lonlship Rome insight wit lt rcspc(·t 
to the affairs of the more distant Country, the unruly disposition 
of its Inlrnl,itants, their ignorance, harliarity, arnl impati<rn<·c of 
all legal restraints haYing ever rmult•rell them trnuhlcsome arnl 
disaffccte<l snl>jccts under every Government which has as yet 
existed at the Cape. 

I am apt to hclicve that the disscminaLiug through all the parLs 
of an enlightened Country a general knowledge of public event~, 
through the mcclinm of a Newspaper, is not only gralif'ying to 
l1Hlivi,lnah; lmt, Ull(ll'r proper restridio11s, w,cfnl in thl' a1l111inistm­
tion of public affairs. The cstablislunent of a Printing l'ress 
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nevertheless, during the administration of Sir George Yonge, I 
conceive to be premature, and more likely to produce evil than 
good effects, since the minds of the Inhabitants are by no means 
prepared to exercise the freedom of discussion on almost any 
subject, particularly politics, concerning which they have been led 
to entertain very confused and erroneous opinions. The Printing 
press however having been placed in the hands of private in­
dividuals, by the authority of the late Governor, at whoso express 
desire the proprietors were induced, at a considerable expence, to 
import the Press from England, I have not thought myself at 
liberty to deprive them of their privilege of printing, without a 
proper compensation, and as it was represented to me that the 
suppression of the press would be attended with many incon­
veniences to the Merchants and others, I have thought it advisable, 
until honore(l with Your Lordship's instructions on this subject, 
the purchasing from the proprietors, on Colonial account, the 
whole printing apparatus, placing it under the immediate inspec­
tion of Government, in the office of the Secretary of the Colony 
iu the Castle, under the superintendency of Mr. Barrow, Auditor 
of Aecounts, who has voluntarily offered his assistance upon this 
~iccasion, having perfect con(idence in his discretion and judgment 
~n. directing the publication of such subjects only as cannot prove 
lllJurious to the interests of His Majesty's Government arnl the 
}mblic service. The price paid to Messrs. Walker & Hohertson, 
the original proprietors of the Printing Press, for the same, amounts 
to twelve thousand Hixuollars, c•<prnl Lo Two Thousand Poun<ls 
Sterling, whid1 sum the Colonial Treasury will not ultimately 
losu, tl1eru being reasonal1le grouml Lo hope that, in a very short 
8J>ace of time, the profits arising from A<lvertisemunts and Rub­
!!<·t iptions for the Paper will fully repay the expence which has 
b<>cn incurre<l upon this occa ion. 

I tran~mit, the Monthly J:ct urn of the 1st of October of His 
l\fajt: ty'11 Troops in this SeltlemenL. 

It, only remains for me, upon the present occasion, to acquaint 
\ 0nr Lordship, Lefore I conclullC, in answer to the first paragraph 
<~f Your Letter datcll 1st May, that no Copies of letters, or any 
othPr ollieial do<"UmPnts havinrr he<'n left in my hands by the late 
(' ' " 

• 0 vcrnor of this ('olonv on his d(•riarturc should Your Lordship 
I • ' ' iapp(•n to he of opinion that any particular.,, contained in the 
offic•ia] COIT •s11ondenec of ~ir ( :eurgc Y m1;.;e with His ::\faje~ty's 

l \' • (; 
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Ministers, require furLher notice and attention here, it will be 
requisite to favour me with such Extracts from them as will 
enable me to obey His Majesty's Commands. I have &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

London Gazette. 
Governrncnt Notice. 

DOWNING STREET, October 10, 1801. 

The Ratifications of the Preliminary Articles of Peace between 
His Majesty and the French Tiepublic, signed on the 1st Instant, 
were this Day exchanged by the Right Honorable Lord Hawkes­
bury, One of Hi:'1 Maje&ty's Principal Secretaries of State, and by 
M. Otto. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from the RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD HOBART to 
MAJOR GENEHAL DUNDAS. 

DowNlNG RTREET, 12th October 1801. 

Srn,-1 herewith transmit to you a Copy of the l'reliminary 
Articles of Pence, signed on the 1st Instant by the Hight Honorable 
Lord Hawkesbury on the part of His Majesty, and by M. Otto on 
the part of the French Government, the Ratifications whereof have 
been exchanged; by which it is agreed that HoRtilities i,hall cease 
immediately between the two Power,;, and between them and 
their Allies respectively, together with a proclamation which His 
Majesty has been pleased to issue, enjoining the Cessation of 
Hostilities accordingly, and I am to signify to you The King's 
Commands that you aro, on the receipt of this Dispatch, to abstain 
from the Commission of all Hostilities against, the Subjects of 
France or of Her Allies. I am, &c. 

(Signed) HOBART. 
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[Original.) 

Letter froin MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS to the RIGHT 

HONOURABLE Lo1m HOBART. 

83 

CAPE OF Gooo HOPE, 12th October 1801. 

Mv Lo1rn,-Your Lordship's letter bearing date Downing Street 
9th May 1801 ha,ing signified to me the appointment of Lord 
Glenhervie to the office of Joint Paymaster to His Majesty's Forces 
and moreover stating that having held. the Office of the Com­
missioner of the Treasury which His Lordship had vacated in 
consequence of his nomination to the Government of the Cape, 
and that as Lord Glenbcrvie ceased to be entitled to receive his 
Rala.ry as Commissioner of the Treasury until the 20th March last 
the period of His Lordship's appointment to the office of Joint 
Paymaster to His Majesty's Forces the sum of Two Thousand Nine 
Hundred and Thirty one rounds Ten Shillings Sterling should be 
remitted as a compensation to him, I am to bave the honor 
to ac11uaint you of my having this day given directions to the 
Deputy Paymaster General Mr. Hercules Hoss to remit the fore­
mentioned Sum hy a Bill on the Paymaster General in London in 
f.wor of Lonl Glenbervie the amount of which will be charged to 
th• account of the Ileve ues of this Settlement in pursuance of 
Your Lordship's commands conveyed to me in the letter before 
mentioned. I have &c. 

(, igncd) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

[Original.] 

Ldta froui M.\JOR C1EXJ:HAL DUNDAS to tlw HIGHT 

IIONOUH.\BLE Lonn HOBART. 

CAPE o~· Gooo IIoPE, 12th Oct-Ober 1801. 

M:r Lo1m,-I am to acr]lrnint Your Lordship that Mr. Barnard 
~e(Tetary of tltc Colony having repre:,;enLe<l to nw that the 
Hituation or liis prirntc affairs reqnin•1l his presence in E rope 
ail<[ lm\'i11g at the same time ro111mm1i1·att>d to 111e the eo11te11•s of 
ll letter dated 18th :'.\larch 1800 from the UighL llou"1". lluny 
l>nudas adllressccl to the late Uovernor Sir George Yonge 

(; :.! 
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signifying that His Excellency was at liberty to permit the de­
parture of Mr. Barnard provided his absence was not prejudicial 
to the public Service I have therefore been now induced to grant 
leave of absence for the period of one year to Mr. Barnard ac­
cordingly ..... I have &c. 

(Signed) FRAXCIS DUNDAS. 

[Copy.] 

Proclamation by MAJOR GENERAL :FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

Whereas information has reached His Majesty's Ministers of a 
Variety of abuses having taken place in this Settlement during 
the late administration of the Government thereof, in consequence 
of which information His Majesty's pleasure has been signified to 
me that ".As soon as circumstances shall permit an especial Com­
mission should be appointed, composed of not less than three of 
the principal Officers of His Majesty's Government at the Cape of 
Good Hope, with instructions and authority to enquire into, and 
take cognizance of all such cases as may be thought right to be 
referred to their consideration, transmitting for His Majesty's in­
formation the reports received from the said Commission." 

.And whereas, in a subsequent dispatch from the Right Hon'ble 
Lord Hobart, One of His Majesty's principal Secretaries of State, 
dated 2nd May last I am directed that all Documents produced in 
the course of the investigation, when they are not of a public and 
official nature, should be verified on Oath if circumstances will 
admit of it, I have therefore in obedience to Ilis Majesty's Com­
mands thought fit to appoint, and by these presents <lo constitute 
and appoint the five following Gentlemen to compose the above­
mentioned Commission:-

Brigadier General V andeleur, 
John Pringle Esq'. Commissary General, 
W. S. van Ryneveld Esq•. His Majesty's Fiscal, 
E. Buckley Esq_•. Civil Paymaster, 
John Barrow Esc{ . .Au<liior General. 

.And I do hereby give public Notice that I have thought it 
expedient to invest the said Commissioners with full powers lo 
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summon before them and to examine on Oath all such persons as 
may appear to them to be able to give information on the different 
cases which shall be laid before them, and also to call for copies 
of all such papers and public Documents as may tend to eluci­
date the several subjects of their investigation, so that a clear 
and distinct report may be sent home for His Majesty's in­
formation. 

Given under my Hand & Seal at the Castle of Good Hope this 
22n<l. day of October 1801. 

(Signed) :FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

[Copy.J 

Letter from, MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS to BRIGADIER GENERAL 

V ANDELEUR, JOUN PRINGLE, ESQRE., Cornmissary General, 
W. S. VAN RYNEVELD, EsQRE., His :Majesty's Fiscal, EDWARD 

BUCKLEY, ESQUE., Civil Paymaster, and JOHN BAUUOW, 

ESQUE., A11ditor General. 
CAPE TowN, 24th October 1801. 

GENTLEMEN,-Having had the honor to receive the King's Com­
mands conveyed to me through the Right Honorable the Secretary 
of State, that a Special Commission should be appointed at the 
Cape composed of some of the principal persons holding Official 
8ituations under the Government for the purpose of making an 
Enquiry into certain abuses alledged to have existed during the 
Administration of the late Governor; I have thought fit to 
nominate you accor<l.ingly, and as I have alrea.<l.y imested you 
with such powers as are necessary for enabling you Lo execute 
His Majesty's Commands upon this Occasion, I IHtYe now only lo 
rec1uest of you Lo procee<l. without delay Lo the investigation of lhe 
several points which I shall have the honor of submilling to your 
consideration. 

As the Object of your Enquiry which you are directed to make 
is to furnish His Majesty's Ministurs at home with such informa­
tion as can be depended upon relali ve to certain transactions 
~uring Sir George Yunge's GoYernment which have been statOll as 
1111pruper and injuriom, to the Hritish Iuter0sts in this Colony, and 
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as from your Report His Majesty will determine what steps are 
necessary to be taken in consequence of them, it will of course lie 
requisite that you should detail as minutely as possiule evPry 
circumstance connected with or in any way related to the several 
subjects which will be lirought before you for your particular in­
vestigation. 

The purpose of the Commission being to ascertain facts, without 
offering any Comments or Remarks upon them, I should imagine 
that a difference of Opinion is not likely to occur, however 
should any such arise in the course of your examinations 
the question must lie decided as is usual by the l\fajoriLy of 
Yoices. 

I have to request your particular attention to the necessity of 
Observing an inviolable Secrecy with resped to your proceedings 
as well as with regard to all particulars whether of a private 
or public nature of which you shall acquire the knowledge in the 
course of your investigations, this admonition it is incumbent upon 
me to give, though from the confidence I place in your discretion 
and experience in business I am confident it is superfluous further 
to insist on the obserrnnce of iL, leaving to your own judgements 
the sort of ouligation to be entered into amongst yourselves to 
ensure a strict attention to what I have taken the liberty to 
recommend as a measure of precaution which in every view of the 
important duty you are auout to perform has appeared to me to be 
requisite. 

The accompanying minute transmitted by the Hight Honorable 
Lord Hobart Secretary of State being a Statement of Information 
His Lordship had received comprehends the particulars which are 
to constitute the Oliject of your Enquiry. 

The truth or falsity of all the several points you will en­
deavor to ascertain as speedily as possible, transmitting after­
wards to me your Report thereon for His Majesty's Information. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) 
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[Copy.] 

Proclamation by MAJOR GENERAL FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

Whereas the Especial Commission appointed by proclamation of 
the 22nd October has, with my approbation, nominated Lieutenant 
Robert McNab to act as Secretary to the said Commission, This is 
to give notice to all whom it may or shall concern that all persons 
whomsoever are required to pay a due obedience to such sum­
monses or other requests as may be made to them by the said 
Lieutenant Robert McNab in the name and by order of the Com­
mission so appointed by me. 

Given under my Hand & Seal at the Castle of Good Hope this 
28th day of October 1801. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

rcopy.] 

Proclamation by MAJOR GENERAL :FitANCIS DUNDAS. 

The Burgher Senate aving represented that it is highly 
requisite, in order to keep the Upper or New Road between the 
Castle aml the Drie Koppen in proper repair, that the use of that 
road be interdicted during the summer, and having for that purpose 
requested me to authorize them to cause the said Upper Road to 
be shut up as has been heretofore customary, I have, in confidence 
of its being for the general benefit, judged proper to grant the 
roquost of the Burgher Senate, and hereby authorize and empower 
them to shut up the Upper or Now Road from the Castle to t.he 
Drio koppen, in the usual manner, from the date of the present 
rroclamation to the last day of next March, during which period 
tho Lower or Old Road only shall be made use of. And I do 
hereby forbid and interdict all and every one from attempting to 
pass or frec1uent that part of the New Road which is crossed with 
.Bars, either with waggons, carriages, horses, cattle, or sheep ; and 
moreover gi vo notice and warning that I confirm and renew the 
penalty of Twenty Hixdollars to be levied on all persons that shall 
attempt to transgress this order, of which, as heretofore, one third 
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part is to be paid to the informer, and the remaining two thir<ls to 
the Treasury of the Burgher Senate. 

Given under my Hand & Seal at the Castle of GooJ Hope, this 
31st day of October 1801. 

(Signed) FRAXCIS DUNDAS. 

[Original.] 

A Plan for amencling the interior Police in the Colony of the 
Cape of Good Hope. 

Whosoever should cast but a very slight regard on the interior 
police of this Settlement will immediately be aware that, it is 
wholly insufficient to preserve good order in general, arnl to 
administer Justice to every one in particular. And those who 
have travelled in the interior part of the Country and have atten­
tively studied the nature of the Inhabitants, the various relations 
which they bear to one another, the opposite interests of the 
peasant and the Hottentot, who are both equally to be considered 
as real inhabitants of the Country and equally entitled to the pro­
tection of Government,-such persons must be convinced that 
this nominal Police can not any longer Subsist, but that essential 
alterations, and those immediately ought to be adopted, in 
order that Justice may be done to every one, and that, tran­
quillity may be restored to the interior parts of the Colony. 

The boundaries of the Colony have been extended by Slow and 
insensible degrees under the former Government, which with a 
careless indifference was overlooked and disregarded. This 
extension indeed of territory has even been sanctioned by 
Government, not only by its granting Lands, but also in 
receiving rents for them; at tho same time Laws were enacted 
and strict, orders issued against injuring or maltreating the Natives 
of the Country. 

No public notice however has properly been taken of the 
extortions and depredations of farmers upon the Hottentots, 
depriving them of their Lands, and afterwards driving them into 
the interior, or forcing them to become their Servants. 

A sort of an interior police was first established at Stellenbosch, 
consisting of a Landdrost and a Magistrature. 
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\Vhen tho Colony extended itself further a Deputy Landdrost 
was appointed at Zwellendam, dependent on the Landdrost of 
8tellenhosch, and obliged to render an account of all his proceedings 
to the latter. But in process of time it was thought expedient, on 
account of the greater extension of the Colony, to create the new 
oCftce of Landdrost of Zwellondam, on the same footing as that of 
Stellenbosch, to be immediately and solely answerable to the 
Government of the Cape, and lastly in the year 1786 a Landdrost 
of G rnaff Reinet was appointed and a Magistrature established as 
in the other Districts. 

Such was the form of the interior police in the year 1795, when 
the present Government took possession of the Colony. It had 
already been experienced that the same was insufficient to main­
tain good order, and put in execution the Laws of the Country. 
J\fen without any idea of Education, grown up in idleness, and in 
tho unrestrained indulgence of the wild passions of nature, com­
posed at all times the bulk of the inhabitants of the interior parts 
of this Country, ignorant and being accustomed from their infancy 
to command over slaves, Hottentots and other tribes of People, 
whom they considered as inferior to themselves, they could haYe 
no other Notions than those of arrogance, dissoluteness and other 
vices, pernicious to social order. 

The Hottentots already reduced by the Peasants to slavery, 
1Jy the ri"'ht which the strong will usurp over the weak, (a right 
that such sort of People know very well how to exercise) 
have often times shewed, and recently given convincing proofs, 
that they are by no means indifferent as to their situation, that 
they aim at revenge, whenever opportunity may favor their 
~~Q • 

The farmer on the other side perceives very well that the 
Hottentot is only restrained by awe and a superior power. He is 
jealous of all such regulatiCJlls made in favor of the Hottentots, as 
may tend to encrease his means to oppose himself to them,-in 
short both parties, especially in the remote Districts, consider one 
another in the light of enemies, and in proportion as Government 
indine to favor the Hottentots and to protect them particularly 
against oppression, in the same proportion will discontent arise 
arnuug the farmers, who inwginc that the Intere ·ts of the 
Hottentot are preferred to their U\rn, an<l thi11k thcm;;elves 
thercLy aggricYed. 
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It will therefore be 11lways a difficult task for Governmout lo 
regulate and adjust the interest of these contemling parties, to 
cause Justice to be done to every one, and good order and tran­
quillity to be preserved throughout the whole Colony. This end 
can never be obtained so long as the police remains in its present 
form. Peace may perhaps by an armed force be preserved for a 
short time, but real tranquillity will never be established by these 
means, discontents among the farmers and Hottentots will con­
stantly require extraortlinary measures, which will not only 
occasion great expence and trouble, but never effect a lasting 
peace to the Colony. 

I therefore deemetl it my duty under the present rireumstances 
to turn in my mind some Plan for amending the interior Police 
and to consider of measures to be adopted to prevent as much as 
possible inc011Yeniences for the future. 

To this end, two material points appear to me most im-
portant:-

lst. The police in general relative to the Hottentots. 
2nd. The particular amendment in the interior police itself, as 

it regards both the Peasant and Hottentot. 
In respect to the IIottcntots. These for the most part can not 

at present hut be servants to the farmers. They neither pos. css 
Cattle, nor have other means of Subsistence, anu become uaugcrous 
Subjcets to Society when suffered to wanuer about, without !wing 
Servants, or having a Livelihoo<l,-thcy skulk in the woods, 
and, if they can, steal the cattle of the farmers, upon which 
they live. 

There arc some who have Cattle an<l dwell with their familil,s 
in Huts (kraalcn), who can very easily remain there u1111wlcste<l, 
and ought with all possible care to 1.Jc protoetcd in that right cv11tc 

qu'il cuutc. 
There exists a Third Class of Hottentots who belong Lo the 

school.~ lately e~tablished here by the 1\1i~. ionaries,-lhesc also 
merit every support, and irnlced nothing appears more material 
than to encourage thcHe institutions for the instrneti11g and 
civilizing tho l [oltentots. Thoy thereby olitain a safe asylum 
against violence from tho F:mncrs, and can then have no ether 
indueement than good treatment from the farmers to go aml serve 
them. 

It will therefore 1Jc necessary to <lircet that no Hottentot is to 
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be suffered to remain within the Boundaries of this Colony, unless 
belonging to one or other of the following classes, viz. : 

1. The Class of Hottentots serving the Farmers. 
2. To the licensed kraals or huts. 
3. To the schools o( the Missionaries. 
1st Class. Every Hottentot serving an Inhabitant ought to be 

registered by the Magistrate of the district, stating the length of 
time and the conditions upon which he engaged himself,--every 
such Hottentot to be furnished with a Certificate from the Land­
drost or Magistrate, and having served his time a written discharge 
from his master, which being duly countersigned by the Landdrost, 
he can then ant.er into the service of another, provided he renews 
his regist.er. 

2nd Class. The Hottentot kraals in every District ought also 
to be duly regist.ered by each respective Landdrost, together with 
the names of every person belonging to such a kraal. No kraal to 
be suffered to exist without a Special License from the Landdrost 
of the district. 

3rd Class. In like manner shall the schools of the Hott.entots 
established within the Limits of the Colony be regist.ered. The 
Missionaries or directors of such schools to be bound annually to 
deliver in to the Landdr<mt an exact List, specifying the names of 
such Hottentots belonging to their schools. Care muat however 
be taken that too many Hott.entots be not together in one school, 
unless they prove to the satisfaction of the Magistrat.e that they 
have either through gardening, hiring themselves for the whole or 
part of the year to the farmers in the neighbourhood, or other 
modes of induatry, means of subsiat.ence. 

For the rest, no Hott.entot, unless belonging to one of the above 
legally established classes, shall be permitt.ed to remain within the 
Boundaries of this Colony ; but all wanderers and vagabonds 
ought hnmediat.ely to be apprehended and placed either to the 
public works, or on Robben Island, there to labor for their 
bread. 

To which end every Hott.entot in service, or belonging to the 
kraals, must always be provided with a certificat.e from the Land­
droat of the District, and those belonging to the licensed schools 
with a certificat.e from one of the Missionaries, countersigned by 
the Landdrost, without which certificat.e, if found, they shall be 
liable to be considered as vagabonds, and taken up accordingly. 
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All which certificates are to be renewed annually, in order to 
prevent abuses. 

This appears to me best calculated for the maintenance of good 
order, as far as regards the Hottentots, but at the same time it is 
necessary that effectual measures be adopted that Justice be done 
to those who conform themselves to the Laws, that prompt Justice 
be administered between Farmer and Hottentot, and thus both will 
be obliged to fulfil their reciprocal dutiea. 

To this (which brings me to the second point) the present 
Police of the interior is insufficient. V cry essential alterations 
will therefore be indispensable to the full attainment of the 
object. 

It is known that the three Drostdies of Stellenbosch, Zwellendam 
and Graaff Reinet, as comprizing the seats of Magistracy in the 
interior, were at their first and original institution pretty sufficient 
for their object, but cannot at present be so considered. 

In proportion as the Country became extended, and the popula­
tion increased, so the want of due police having been felt, Govern­
ment endeavoured gradually to remedy the same, by appointing 
from time to time Field Cornets, and even Field Commandants, 
who took upon themselves as a part of this nominal Magistracy, 
but these people, being all fellow farmers, and conse<1uently having 
but one and the same interest, could not thus be impartial men 
betwixt Farmer and Hottentot, and in fact they very seldom inter­
fere with quarrels betwixt them otherwise than to support the 
Superiority of the farmers over the Hottentots. 

Their chief business is to form bodies of armed men ( commandos) 
against Bosjesmen and other Vagabonds, who disturh the Counlry 
and rob the farmers of their Cattle, and to mark the distances of 
loan places, all the rest remaining under the management of the 
Landdrosts. 

That it is re:\lly impo~sible for the Land<lrosts, however active 
and zealous they may be in the discharge of their duty, to distrilmte 
Justice, the great extent of Country they have to superintend will 
clearly prove, a distance of upwards of eight or ten days journey 
often deters Hottentot and farmer from preferring his just complaints 
to the Landdrost, or causes the investigation and decision thereof 
to be exceedingly difficult, so that frequently the injured, disgusted 
at the difficulties and length of the journey, hears his wrongs 
without redress; which certainly must occasiun scnsaliom, of dis-
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content in his breast, hy no means calculated to attach him to 
that Government under whoso protection he lives. 

Hpceclily to remove this evil is, in my opinion, a thing of the 
utmost consc1it10nce to this Colony. 

Tho Lamldrost himself does not know his own district. Ile is 
ignorant of what is passing therein, and licing by reason of its 
groat oxtent incapable of noticing many incidents which, though 
trifles, arnl beginnings of disturbances, ought always to claim 
the immodiato attention of a Magistrate in order to pre,·cnL 
consoq uonces. 

Two measures appear to me fit to remedy these defects, Yiz. 
1. The appointing in each district of several Deputy Land<lrosts, 

and 
2. The dispatching yearly a respectable Commis. ion from the 

Capital, invested with the necessary powers, in order to proceed 
throughout overy district, for the purpose of taking cognizance of all 
such matters as they may deem worthy their attention, and also 
such as persons concerned may lay before them, and summarily to 
decide the same after due investigation, (to be more fully explained 
hy me on a Separate Plan of instructions for that Commission if 
the proposal be approYed by Government). 

Uespecting the aforesaid Deputy Landdrosts they onght to be 
stationed in manner following, viz. 

1. In the District of Stellenbosch one at Roodezand, 
2. One at the Hantam and Roggeveld, and 
3. One at Zwarteberg beyond Hottentots IIollawls Kloof. 
In tho District of Zwellendam : 
1. Beyond the Gourits river on this side Attaquas Kloof over 

tho Districts of Mossel Baai, Outeniqualand, and l'lettenherg's Bay, 
tho post of Outoniqualand being tho centre, 

2. Ono beyond Attaquas IGoof over the districts of the Camnasie, 
the Lange lGoof, Tsitsikama, and Uauga, extending as far as the 
Uamloos Hiver, being the oparation between Zwellondam and 
Graaff Ueinet, 

3. One above Oliph:mts Hirnr over tho Districts of BaYiaans 
Rloof and Wiutorhock, extending as far as the Separation on that 
Hi1lo from <.:raatf Ucinot, tho residence being best at the place now 
possessed by Tjaanl van dor \Valt, 

--1-. One in tho Cango ov •r the Districts of Swarlehcrg, Cango, 
aud so backwards to Cogmans Kloof. 
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In the district of Graaff lleinct : 
1. One for Swarteberg and Nieuweveld, 
2. One for Sneeuwberg, Voorstc Sneeuwbergen, and lllwnoster­

berg, 
3. One for behind Sneeuwbcrg, Tarka, Baviaans lliver, and 

Bruintjes Hoogte, 
4. One for Zuurveld, Great Fish River, Zwartkops IUver, and 

Zwarte ruggens.• 
The respective duties of these Landdrosts should chiefly 

consist 
1. In keeping the above mentioned three RPgiRters of 

Hottentots, each for his own tlistrict, viz. (a) Register of Servant 
Hottentots, (b) Ditto of Kraal Hottentots, (c) DiLio of Sc:hools in 
their Districts, 

2. To take cognizance of, and to decide promptly, all petty 
differences between farmer and Hottentot, 

:3. To attend to the payment of the annual Duties, hoth of 
Government and the Colony, the first consisting in the arrears 
of Loan lands, the laLtcr in the opga(lf money for Rheep and 
Cattle, 

4. To take care that every one gi,es in hiH amrnal opgaaf truly 
and faithfully. And 

5. That for the rest all onlerR of C:ovemment are p1meiually 
attended to, eaeh in his J )istrieL. 

The said Deputies not to be all<nwd to lw farnH•rs, that is to say 
they shoul<l neither cultirnte nor plaut more llnrn a ~uflit·ieney for 
their own use, lJnt receive a yParly Halary of Hi \.dollars I '..WO each, 
making thus an expenditure by the l'uhlie of Hixdollars I :\,~00 a 
year, payalJle partly hy Oov(•m 111P11L an,l partly by the resped irn 
districts,-a Payment whid1, <'\.dw;i\(• of' the good order and interior 
tran<tnillity produce<[ hy the appoiuting of this llew 1\lagi:-;tracy, 
will always <lonhly reimburse itsPlf, by musing more prorn]JL 
payment of the arrears aud n•1.:og11itio11 mouey, whPrcalioui the 
people, being so far oil', gi Vl' tltemsPl ves no eo11c•t·rn, a:-; abo a more 
:u·<·t1rale re! nm (opgaaf) "hirh is a pii ll('ipal l,rarH'h of the l'olollial , 
n·n•!lnes at the l>rostdies, and will ln·rehy e1·rtninly <·nnease. 
Hottentot as well as farmer wou ltl I lt<'n, from lta, illg in their 
neighbourhood au impartial Man as their 1\Iagistratc, know more 

"' This uf Granff-Hdnet is taken iu the same way as the Veld Commnndauts haw 
l>el'll tlwrdn tlislriliull'tl , 
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thoir reciprocal duties, ancl would then less injure each other ; if 
qu,irrelling they would see a prompt and easy mode of re<lress ; 
both woul<l finally have peace in their own minds, ancl that rest 
an<l peace they would naturally attribute to a mild ancl careful 
Uovornmont, which had their welfare at heart. 

Tho rosidence moreover of these Magistrates among them would, 
methinks, in time create, by the regular assemblage of people, a 
sort of Village or Market, an<l thereby tend to promote Civilization 
and Industry. 

Tho sai<l Adjunct L-mddrosts should be obliged to hold a puhlic 
Day nook, wherein there woul<l be inserted all complaints, investi­
gations, and decisions made by them, which Book, together with the 
Hegistor of the Hottentots, shoul<l. be annually sent to the 
Larnl<lrost. 

Moreover in order to prevent all possible abuses and to maintain 
a perfect reliance from all Classes of People living under the pro­
tection of Government, the afore mentioned Commission, un<l.er the 
Title of , should make an annual or 
biennial circuit from Cape Town through the Districts of Stellen­
bosch, Graaff Reinet, and back again through Zwellen<lam, in order 
not only in a political view to examine in general the state of the 
Colony and report the eon, but also in a Judicial Capacity, as 
above stated. 

The utility of such a Commission will be obvious, especially so 
long as Government persists in the system hitherto adopted to 
civilize tho Colony as much as possible, and firmly to establish 
traur1uillity therein. Such a Circuit will at all events serve to 
support those Magistrates who faithfully discharge their Duty, and 
to put others on their guard not to commit any injustice or 
arbitrary acts, and also be tho bulwark of safety to every one 
obeying tho Laws, whothor slaYe, Hottentot, or farmer. 

~hould this Plan be put into execution, there will then perhaps 
1,e fonwl persons who, as warnlerers and vagabonds, ought to he 
Heemcd, care should therefore in my opinion be taken for resources 
for the disposal of such bad Subjects, and therefore, as there is no 
House of Correction here, Hohben lslawl woulll he the propl•rn~t 
place for that pm1H1sc, wlH'rn thl'Y shonlll he ma1le to work for 
their bread, their labour, c011sisting in sawin6 Stones al)(l collecting 
!-,hells for Imming into lime, woul1l 1lou\.Jly repay the expence of 
th1•ir rnaintenance, and the < 'olony would thereby lie co11vcuicntly 
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disemlmrrasscd of idlers and VagabondR, who arc enemies to a 
regular Society, and always find their Interest in rolih,ery and 
disorder. 

CAPE OF Gooo IloPE, 
the :nst of October 1801. 

(Signed) W. S. VAN UYNE\'El,1>, Fiscal. 

[Original.] 

Letter fro1n Mn. Jom, rmNoLE to MAJOR GENERAL ])u};DAR. 

CAPE TowN, 7th Not·euibt:r 1801. 

Srn,-I do myself the honor of returning you Lord Hobart's 
Letter, together with the Papers rclrttive to the Impediments 
thrown in the way of the Tm.Jc of the Ilonourahlo East India 
Company to this port liy Sir George Yonge. I have pcrnsC1l the 
whole of them, and as every thing had been already placecl by you 
on the original footing, by your Letter to me of 12th l\Iay, prcYious 
to their receipt, it Joes not occur to rne that any further Jtegulations 
or Expbnatious are necesRary. I haYe &c. 

(Signecl) ,Toll J>m::-;c:u;, 
Agent to the Hon. K T. ( 'ompany. 

[Original.) 

L1/lrr Jru1n VrcE .A1>11rntAL CUHTrn to EvAN TEl'J·:AN, EH</HE. 

Lm1ra,t1·r, TAnu: llAY, 
CAPE OF <loon Hon:, 18th N,m m~r 1801. 

Srn,- Having 1lepo. ited in the Naval .Arsenal at Simons Town 
8ueh of the Stores which cam<! out in the lli,ulo"tu,i as it \las pro- , 
per to leave at that place, the :--hips of the Sc11mdrnn n•moved fro111 

~imons Hay, arnl arrived here the l •+th instant. The mma"nin.r 
SloreH in the Jlindos/an will lie ]andl•d as fast a~ may be. 

The In rcstir1atur bournl on a \' oyaf!e of dis1·owry arrived in 
Simons Hay on tho l!ith ultirno, and ha,ing hcen Caulk.eel, Hefittcd, 

 

 



Records of the Cape Colony. 97 

and furnished with whatever she wanted, proceeded on her Voyage 
on the 4th instant. 

The Rhip Spencer which left Portsmouth on the 9th August with 
the Convoy under the Protection of the Santa Margarita, arrived 
hero yesterday. She has on board for the Naval Department 
Bread, :Flour, and some Pease. This Cargo is very acceptable, and 
from the supplies that haYe come into this Settlement, in conse­
quence of measures taken here for obtaining them, a just proportion 
of which has been allotted to us, and from the precautions and 
arrangements I harn adopted, we shall not I trust be in want of 
Bread Yictualling before the latter end of January next, when the 
Corn of the ensuing Harvest will be thmshed, which we have a fair 
promise of being abundant. I am &c. 

(Signed) ROGER CURTIS. 

[Copy.] 

Proclamation by MAJOR SHERLOCK. 

GnAAFII' REINET, Novr. 2!Jth 1801. 

Major Sherlock commanding His Majesty's Troops in the 
l)i~trict of Graaff Heinot to tho Inhabitants of that District. 

Being duly authorized by His Excellency Lieutenant General 
])undas, Acting Governor of tho Cape of Good Hope, to settle the 
affairs of this District, . 

I do hereby invite tho Inhabitants (who haYo been misled by 
ignorance or hy evil clispo1-1ed persons from a sense of their Duty) 
to return to their allegiance to the l3ritish Government, which will 
shew thorn every lonity and afford them every protection. 

l do l1orohy offer a free and full pardon for all former offences to 
all such as will immediately return to their allegiance; I will 
Protect their J>ersons and their Properties from any evil <lisposed 
J>_e1,;ons, who, (from their having accepted this Pardon), may he i1spo1ied to molest them, as well as from the plundering of the 
► a.vag ls. 

I do im·ite them to make me ae<Jliaintr1I with their real griev­
an<'Ps, whic:h will ho ro<ln•ssed l1y Uw Briti:-;lt CloYormnent, "·hose 
~'l'eat object is to do jm,tice to all tho different Claims of Tnhabit-

1\'. II 
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ants dwelling in this District, to prevent warfare and disorder 
amongst them, as also to restrain those acts of outrage and 
barbarity which have been but too much practised in this 
District. 

I do entreat of you to reflect that in refusing this Free and Full 
pardon you will draw down upon yourselves the powerful ven­
geance of the British Government from which the remotest Deserts 
of Africa cannot screen you. 

I demancl from you a positive and immediate answer. 

(Signed) FRANCIS SIIERLOCK, 
Major 8th Light Dragoons, 

Commanding H. M. Troops in Graoff Reinet. 

[Copy.] 

Letter from MAJOR FRANCIS SnERLOCK to MAJOR GENERAL 
DUNDAS. 

GRAAFF REINET, llfonday, 
30th November 1801. 

Sm,-I have the honor to inform you that the Detachment 
consiciting of one six-pounder, 91st Light Infantry, and Rifle 
Company arrived at this place on Friday night the 27th inst. The 
Country between this and Algoa Bay is entirely deserted. On my 
anival here the gaiTison bad been four days without bread; how­
ever I have brought sufiicicnt to supply all the Troops here until 
Capt. Menzies' arrival, (which I expect will be about this day 
week) with the Zwcllendam waggons which I have ordered to be 
laden with that necessary article. 

The Inhabitants of this Country were to a man in arms. On 
the 28th I refreshed my DetaclnnPnt as well as my Draft Oxen, 
and gained a perfect knowledge of the position of the Boors by 
means of Spies. On the 29th heing perfectly preparell to attack 
their Camp, Humanity dictated to me not to spill the blood of 
those deluded people, without having first used every effort in my 
power to convince them of their EITor and to restore to them 
the blessings of peace. To have secured success it would have 
lieen necessary to have let loose the Hottentots upon them, and I 
conceive their total annihilation lo he the unavoidable conse<1nence, 
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their wives and innocent children desolate and wanderers. I 
therefore wrote the inclosed address (which I trust will meet with 
your approbation) and sent it into their Camp by a Dragoon. The 
moment it was received there they deputed two Boors to me (by 
name r>iet Erasmus, a Veldt Commandant, and ,Jacobus Alewyn 
Kruger) to express their desire to return to their allegiance and to 
claim the protection of the British Government against which they 
had no cause of complaint, but many grievous against the Com­
missioner which they will verify on oath. One I>aper containing 
seyeral they have entreated me to forward to you, the Original of 
which they sent to you on the 1st of this month, but which they 
suppose not to have reached its destination. I wish that this was 
the only Paper of that description which I shall find it necessary 
to transmit to you, but their complaints are numerous. 

The Address has been at least thus far useful, it has given 
confidence to the well-disposed who were compelled to join them. 
Several of them have come in here, others returned to their Homes, 
and the whole body are now dispersed. I send herewith a letter 
from Rensburg which assigns as his reason for not coming in his 
having gone to his house for some Papers that he deems necessary 
to lay before you. 

No steps had been taken until my arrival to put in execution 
your orders for enlisting such Hottentots as were willing to enter 
into our service, and Mr. Maynier was good enough to adYise me 
to defer taking that, step as he was cmwinced it would create an 
alarm amongst them. However I have ascertained his fears on 
that subject, to be Militia ones. This morning 1 had them, as­
seml,led in pr 'sence of every officer Civil arnl :Military in this 
place, ha<l your letter explained to them hy the Hevcrend Mr. Van 
<ler Kemp ancl Mr. l\faynier. One Hundred an<l Forty seven have 
'11/0st 'll"illingly enlistc<l for one your. Lt. Camphell is now dis­
trilmting to those who hase most, influence a111ong them, and to 
those who have rendered scnices Lo the English, a ,fackeL and 
Nhirt, which gratifies them exceedingly. 

In compliance with your orders I have hecn present when 
Mr. Maynicr gave directions to his Messengers to inform Uaika, 
Congo, and Jalousa of his Departure. Before I enter upon what I 
eu11cei,e my hournlcn duty, allow me to cledarc most, solemnly 
lhat, I am not, actrntte<l 1,y personal dislike to Mr. l\faynier, ( on tl1e 
contrary, since my arrival his couduct, towards me has licen the 
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most friendly and attentive). Nevertheless I should deem myself 
highly culpable were I to conceal from you that he is detested by 
the Officers who have been stationed here. The Boors will not 
venture into the Village while he remains here, so often do they 
alle<lge that he has broken Faith with them. I did suppose he had 
some influence over the Hottentots; if he ever had he has for­
feited that also by half starving them. When this Place was 
surrounded, the Hottentots (his chief defence) were so exhausted 
by fatigue and want of Food, that his own nephew young 
Mr. Van Reenen (who commanded a party of them) was obliged 
by their frequent and unattended to complaints to resign his 
command. 

Mr. Van der Kemp (of whom all parties here speak in the highest 
terms) will be of the greatest assistance in retaining the Hottentots 
in their present favourable opinion of the English as well as in 
communicating with Gaika of whom he has given most flattering 
accounts. He recommends instead of those insignificant baubles 
(which Gaika despises) to send him a Horse with some wearing 
apparel. 

Old Van Rooy (two nights before he was murder d) informed 
me that he was convinced of Congo's peaceable intentions. The 
Messenger sent to him is directed to use every effort to convince 
him of the barbarity of the Crime committed by the murderers of 
Van Rooy and the greatest proofs of his friendship towards us 
would be to deliver them up to justice. 

It is unnecessary for me to point out the distresses of Van 
Rooy's widow and numerous family, they are destitute of every­
thing. 

1 December 1 01. 

Mr. Maynier is preparing for his return to the Capo, I therefore 
think it nece~sary that Mr. Bresler Rhoulcl resume his funetions of 
Landrost and which I shall immediately promulgate, To-morrow 
Evening (should things continue in tho present favoumblo train) 
Uapt. Moore and Lt. Blancy's J)etachrnents will march for Algoa 
Bay. I calculate they will meet Capt. Menzies near Ll10 Poort. 

Knowing your anxiety to hear of the arrival of my Detachment 
at this place I shall not detain this any longer. Every authentic 
iuformation that I may be ahle to obtain I shall transmit without 
<lday 
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Should we not be visited by the Locusts in the course of ten 
days, the vicinity of this place will afford a considerable quantity 
of Corn and Barley. I send herewith a State of the Troops, 
Ordnance Stores, and Provisions, and have &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS SllERLOCK, 
Major 8th Light Dragoons. 

[Translation of original.] 

Letter f roni the OnrnA.' CHAMBER to MAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS. 

Ho.·ounABLE rn,-In dutiful compliance with the requisition 
ex1iressed in Your Excellency's very respected Letter of yesterday 
directed to us, the undersigned President and Members of the 
Orphan Chamber, we have caused attested Copies to be prepared 
of our Memmial and Inclosures presented on the 5th of October 
1800 to the late Governor Sir George Yonge, relative to the Estate 
left by Mrs . .Anne Lacy, Wife to J. H. Greene, Esq_re., which 
?opies we beg leave hereunto to subjoin for Your Excellency's 
information on the subject in question. We have &c. 

(Signed) 

CAPE or Oooo lloPE, 2nd D1ce111hcr 1 01. 

W. S. VAN RYNEVELD, 
P. L. CLOETE, 
A. V. BERGII, 
J. G. BLANCKENBERG, 
J. A. TIWTER, 
IL VAN DE GRAAIIF. 

[Enclosure A in above.) 

llis B.rccllcncy Sm GEORGE YONGE, Bt., &c. 

HIGHT Ho. ·ounABLE Sm,-W e the undersigned, President, Vice 
I>resi<lent, and l\1emhers of tlw Orphan Chamber, respectfully l.Jeg 
leave lo roprefient to Your Excellency: 

That hy virtue not ouly of the Capitulation of the lGth ep­
tembcr 1795, but also of the Govcrmneut J>rodamation of the 
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subsequent l0Lh October, positively confirming the Laws and 
Usages of this Colony, and, more especially by virtue of Lhe 
Government Letter of the 6th of that month, we have conLinued 
our usual official transactions as regulated. by a new Cotle of 
Instructions framed in 1793. 

That these transactions particularly comprehend the entering 
upon the Estates of persons who happen to clie in this Colony 
intestate or without having appointed Executors, and leave heirs 
that are either under age or outlandish, on which Estates, heing 
divided by us according to the existing Laws of intestote ~ucces­
sion, we transmit to each heir of age his share and continue to take 
care of such Dividends as have fallen to the share of the aforesaid 
minor or outlandish heirs; and the recording all Testaments, which 
on the decease of the Testators the Executors therein appointed are 
bound to lay before the Board. 

That as Mrs. Anne Lacy, wife to Mr. John Greene, Collector of 
His Majesty's Customs, died in this Colony and left N. B. Children 
itncler age, we applied to the said Mr. Greene for the Testament or 
any other Deed that may have been executed. by his sai1l wife, 
(disposing of her property in this Country) in order to be regularly 
recorded in our Chamber. 

But the said Mr. Greene, scrupling to comply with our requisi­
tion and personally appearing in our meeting, declared "that on 
the receipt of our Letter he appeared before us arnl, save all 
possible respect for the Gentlemen who compose the Jloar<l, must 
declare that he very much doubted whether Lhis Board have any 
jurisdiction in his regard, and that as long as he is not satisfactorily 
convinced of it, he does not think himself bound either to answer 
any question put to him or to give unto the Board any account of 
his Estate or any property under him." 

Which answer we found extremely strange, as none of the 
English Gentlemen residing and possessing, like Mr. Greene, real 
and personal property in this Colony may consider himself exempt 
of his duty to submit to the Laws aucl Usages in that respecL, or 
much less by his own motion, unsupporle1l hy any argument, 
injure such IndiYi(luals as may derirn any I:ight, from sueh Laws 
and Usages. 

The Children of the said Mr. <lreen's wife, if she really pm;:essed 
property and llie1l i nfrstatr, are ae!'ording io tlte Laws of Sue('e:-;~ion 
in this Colony, the lawful heirs thereof, and thi~ Hight of Inherit-
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ance cannot, in our opinion, be taken from them, unless Mr. Greene 
be able to prove : 

1. That his wife had disposed otherwise by way of Legacy; 
2. That they were not married in common property, and that his 

wife, having therefore no part in the property he possesses in this 
Colony, had thus left nothing. 

We, exercising our office under the eye and inspection of 
Government, have, upon consideration of the aforesaid objections, 
thought it advisable for us to apply to Government on the subject, 
and, well aware of the consequences that may in time arise from 
such an erroneous notion, most respectfully to request that it may 
please Your Excellency to take this matter into consideration, and 
thereupon to give such directions as Your Excellency will think 
expedient for the maintenance of the Laws of this Colony. 

And we beg leave hereby further to represent to Your Excel­
lency that, under the ancient Government, there was some or other 
officer appointed Curator ad Lites, whose duty it was to enter upon 
the Estates of such Servants to the Company as happened to die 
intestate and leave neither Children, Widows nor Heirs in this 
Colony; the amount of such Estates was then transmitted by the 
Curator ad Lites, into the Company's Treasury and remitted to 
Holland, there to be div1Ued according to the Laws of Succession 
of the Places in Holland where the deceased originally resideJ; in 
which regard we lay the hereunto subjoined Extract before Your 
Excellency, that it also may please Your Excellency to take such 
measures on the subject as Your Excellency in your wisdom will 
think expedient towards preventing confusion and irregularity in 
this Colony. And we, as in duty bound, &c. • 

(Signed) 

UAI'E OF Gooo Hori!, 511, Octob, r 1800. 

vV. S. VAN RYNEVELD, 

P. L. CLOETE, 

A. V. TIERGII, 

J. A. TRUTER, 

J. U. BLANCKENBEllG, 

II. Y,rn DE Gu.\.AJ:<'F. 
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[Enclosure B in above.] 

Extract of the Instructions for the Board of the Orphan Chmnbcr at 
the Cape of Good Hope. 

Art. 2. In general all notoriously solvent Estates of such persons 
whose heirs are either under age or outlandish or absent are to be 
entered upon, in the usual manner, by the Board of the Orphan 
Chamber, if not excluded by Testament; excepting such Estates as 
the Curator ad Lites may :find himself especially authorized for the 
administration thereof and also the Estates of such Individuals as 
have subjected their persons to any capital execution for having 
committed any criminal offence. 

Art. 11. Moreover and for the same reason, all Testaments are 
to be laid before the Board of the Orphan Chamber, in order to be 
recorded ; and it is recommended to the Magistrates to take notice 
hereof in case of any person's happening to make any objection 
against this regulation. 

[Enclosure C in the above.J 

Extract of the Grant (Patent) bearing date 2G Nover,iber 1G71, for 
the Dutch East Inclia Company to aJPoint Curators of the 
Estates of their Servants clyiny in India. 

The States General of the United Netherlands to all persons 
that may see or hear read these presents. Salute! Be it known 
that having received and perused a certain Petition presented to us 
from the Directors of the East India Company, tending to obtain a 
Grant for appointing Curators of the Estates of their Servants that 
may happen to die without leaving Children, Widows or Heirs in 
India, and havincr considerecl that such a Curatorship has, already 
these 50 years, been practised there with good success; we have 
thought it proper to authorize the said Directors of the said East 
India Company, so as they are authorized by these present~, to 
appoint, in all their Settlements in India, Cmators of the Estates 
of such of their Servants as may happen to die without lel'ving 
Children, Wiclows or Heirs there, aml without having appointed 
Executors residing in India; so that the said Company are to 
require of their Hepresentativm; in India to appoint to that Office 
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the most clever and faithful persons that can be found at the Place 
where any of their Servants may happen to die intestate and leave 
any property that is to be liquidated there, and the said Curators 
shall be authorized to clear the Houses where the said Compally's 
Servants died, to bring their affairs in order, to enter and pursue 
both active and passive actions by or against the Fiscal or any 
other Individual and to do all that the Heirs, were they themselves 
present, could or might do themselves. 

[Original.] 

Letter frmn MR. JOUN Ho01rn GREENE to MAJOR GENERAL 
DUNDAS. 

CAPE 'fowN, 2nd December 1801. 

Srn,-I have the Honour to reply to your Letter of Yesterday's 
date, requesting me to give such Information as is in my Power 
respecting the Claim of the Orphan Chamber to the Administration 
of the Property of my deceased Wife. 

I am sorry to be under the Necessity of referring your Honour 
to the Orphan Chambe~ for the Information you require, not 
having in my Possession any other Paper on the Subject than 
the Scroll of a Letter to His Excellency Sir George Yonge, a Copy 
of which I inclose. I have &c. 

(Signed) JOUN HOOKE GREENE. 

[Enclosure in the above.] 

CAPE TOWN, 28th October 1800. 

Srn,-I have the Honour to return to your Excellency the 
Papers Relative to tho Claim of the O1phan Chamber, and I shall 
only take tho liberty of observing: That the Case appears to me 
to involve a question of a very serious nature to the English-born 
Inhabitants of this Colony, inasmuch as tho local Laws establishe<l 
by the Dutch rc[Jardin!J Succes;;ion and Inheritance, and the Testa­
mentary di11po:;al of Property, are materially different to the 
l£nglish Laws. 

All the Englishmen I have conversed with here on the subject 
seem to entertain the same doubt that I do, how far these local 
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Laws can attach upon us. I shall not presume to enter into an 
Argument on a Law question of such importance. Your Ex­
cellency will no doubt take such measures as will effectually 
remove the difficulty, and in the interim whatever directions you 
shall think proper to give me on the occasion I shall most 
punctually and cheerfully obey. I have &c. 

(Signed) JonN HooKE GREENE. 

[Copy.] 

Proclamation by MAJOR GENERAL FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

Whereas His Majesty has taken into His Royal consideration 
the present state of the trade, commerce, and revenues of this 
Settlement, and with the advice of His Privy Council has, on the 
11th of February last, judged proper to revoke that part of the 
Order in Council, dated the 28th December 1796, which exempts 
from duty any goods, wares, or merchandise which shall be 
imported in British Vessels into this Settlement, from any part 
of His Majesty's dominions, and has directed that such exemption 
from duty shall only extend to goods, wares and merchandise the 
growth, produce or manufacture of Great Dritain or Ireland, Be 
it therefore known by these presents to all whom it may or shall 
concern that from and after the 1st of July 1802 all goods, wares 
and merchandise not the growth, produce or manufacture of Great 
Britain and Ireland, which shall be imported into the Settlement 
of the Cape of Good Hope, or the territories or dependencies 
thereof, from any part of His Majesty's dominions, when even so 
imported in British built Ships, owned and navigated according to 
law, shall pay an import duty of five per cent on the value thereof, 
which duty shall be rated and collected in the same manner as in 
use with the import duty of ten per cent, at present levied in this 
Settlement upon all goods, wares and rncrchandize not the growth, 
produce or manufacture of Great Britain or Ireland, import •d in 
Ships or Vessels belonging to the subjects of countries or states in 
amity with His Majesty. 

Given under my Hand & Seal at the Castle of Good Hope this 
3rd day of December 1801. 

(Signed) .FH,UH'IK l>UNDAS. 
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[Original.] 

Letter froni Sm GEORGE YONGE to MR. MERRY. 

LoNDON1 Dec. 6, 1801. 

DEAR Sm,-I have to request, that you will once more, wait 
upon Lord Hobart, with my best Respects, and acquaint him that, 
on my Landing, I made a Point, not without some llisk and 
Hazard to myself, to take the first, and only, Opportunity I could, 
of paying my Respects to Him : That not being so fortunate, as to 
find Him at Home, I hope he will be satisfied that nothing but, 
Its being now out of 1ny Power, (the Reason for which you can 
explain) occasions my not renewing ihe attempt, or even to wait 
on Ilis Majesty. 

I next request you to press his Lordship, once more, to furni,;h 
you with the Particulars of those Charges, or supposed Oharg<'ls, 
which, It seems, are to be alledgf>d against me, and which, IL is 
said, I must answer: In order that I may know what I am to 
defend myself against, which I am most Impatient to <lo, but 
which, till I know the Pa.rticulars, and the Parties who are my 
accuflers, I have not ihe means of Doing, which I feel as a great 
Hardship. 

In the meantime however, I will take this opportunity to advert 
to ihe <lenoral I>urport, or Tendency, of such Points as I now 
understand may be gathered from what. has been vaguely hint.ell 
at, tho' no Specifick articles have been alle<lged, reserving to 
myself that Defence, which, when called. on, I am most anxiously 
ready, willing, and I trust, fully able to <lo. 

\Vithout entering therefore into what, I can call a Defonce, for 
I know of nothing as yett that I can call a Crime, I ,,ill just st.ate, 
as to those Points, which you seem to have gather<l from ConYersa­
tion with his Lordship. or elsewhere. First as to one Point. 
surmised, namely, the Extraordinary Expenses Ineunell in the 
Hepairs of the Barracks and other Publick Buildings at the Cape, 
I was called upon io <lo IL in the most urgent l\Lmner, hy the 
ntost, urgent N eccssity, and l will a<l.d hy the most urgent, 
Hepresentations of almost every Servant of tho Crown Civil & 
Military on the Spot, The whole Buildings being from neglect, of 
the usual temporary nepairs iu lauuinent Danger of .Falliug, 
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which Indeed was but too visible in which Case the Expense of 
Building even the most temporary Edifices (which must in the 
Case have been done) would have been enormous. The Pressure 
of this Measure was such that I found Estimates actually made 
before my arrival, by B. Gen1• Frazer then acting as V. Governor, 
and other proper Officers, and the repairs would actually have 
been begun but that my arrival was hourly expected. I did 
therefore no more than what I felt my bounden Duty to do, and 
as to the Expence, I can only say that I reduced the Expence so 
much that the agreements for all the Publick Buildings did not 
exceed the Estimate for repairing the Castle Buildings alone, 
which was not one half of the whole, and I can safely say that 
neither in the Ordering or Execution of It I had no other object 
but doing my Duty to the best of my Power and no other Interest 
in it whatever. I will add, that by these Repairs, I was enabled 
to lodge the Cavalry at the Barracks, which had before been 
kept 20 Miles off, in a Barrack or Stables, the Rent of which Cost 
Government £GOO p. an. and I think the whole of the Repairs did 
not exceed a Sum (tho' I do not just now recollect the amount) 
which such a Saving did not in some degree pay the Interest of 
and I meant, at the Expence of about £6000 more to have saved 
all the Cost of the Lodging Money for the Officers, in which there 
are great abuses, the amount of which is not less than £3000 p. an. 
which I would have saved by Lodging them in the Barracks, lmt 
I was not allowed to proceed In It, but which ought still to be 
done. 

The next Point, which It seems has been Intimated Is the 
expence attend11• the Hiring of a Vessell for Conveying Military 
Stores & Provisions for the Troops at :Fort Frederick and Algoa 
Bay. That It was an Improvident Measure in Point of Expcncc 
Incurred for Lucrative Views to myself, I shall not waste 
time, but repress the Indignation I feel at such an Infamous 
Calumny and tho' I feel it almost a Disgrace to enter into any 
Explanation of such a Profligate ]falsehood, yett I will not 
disdain in this, as in every thing, to state most faithfully the 
whole Truth. 

Vessells had been hired for these Purposes upon Terms which 
appeard to be in my opinion not the best for Government ; for 
each Voyage was paid for Separately, at no small expcnce and 
each Voyage reckon'd to exist only for a certain time; beyond 
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which, if detained by the Publick Service, the Charges were 
enhanced and on Every Voyage, Fresh Terms were to be made : 
I found the Service was grown so Permanent that It would be 
best to change the Manner of Engaging these Vessells, and to hire 
them for the year, by which a certain Expence would only be 
Incurred be the Voyages ever so frequent and I can only say, I 
ma<le the Agreement on Terms which appeard to me fair and Just, 
and which as the Vessell hired made 5 Voyages in the Year and 
was preparing to make a 6th the Terms, if compared with what 
the Expence must have been by the former mode of paying by the 
Voyage can be proved to have saved Governt. near £6000 p. an. 
and as to any advantage to myself in It, directly or Indirectly, I 
feel I do not say too much, in Vindication of my Honor, when I 
take the Boldness to assert, That I am as Incapable of harbouring 
a thought of the kind as Lord Hobart, or any other Servant of the 
Crown at Home, high as I hold and Esteem their Distinguished 
Honor and Character, and High as they deserve to have It held, 
and this Leads me to say something of myself, which but in 
Vindication of my Honor I am not fond of doing, namely that I 
solemnly declare that neither in that, nor in any other measure of 
mine had I any other obj_ect than His Majesty's Service. His 
Majesty was pleased, very unexpectedly and unlooked for by me, 
to send me across the Globe, at an advanced time of Life, to 
encounter the Dangers of the Seas & Climates to which I was 
unused, and every other Difficulty Incident to such Services. I 
felt my Weakness, But my Zeal and my Principle that my Life as 
well as Sen-ices, were at His Majesty's Command, I obeyd and 
from no other Motive whatsoever, and so far from seeking or 
taking any Emolument whatsoever, beyond my Salary and 
A ppointmcnts, I will now proceed to State two Facts which are 
notorious. The Govrrn01' ha<l the Privilege of receiving the third 
share of the Fines due to the Crown, If not, It went to the Publick 
Revenue. I orderd it to be pounl into the Publick Treasury, and 
the Amount was from £6000 to £()000, which I might have fairly 
taken. The Governor had also the Patronage of appointing the 
Cantine Master at the Castle, with all Its Profits and Emoluments 
and Lonl Macartney had given It to the Person I found holding 
1 t. He Dyed, and it became in my Gift to be disposed of as I 
Please(l. The Cantine at the Barracks was also to i.Je disposed of. 
I fournl that the P,·ojits of this Office beyond a Certain Salary, 
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might be Beneficial to the Publick, accordingly I directed that 
the Holders of the Wine Licenses should have the Profits of the 
Cantines with their other Licenses, an<l the whole was accordingly 
.Putt up to Sale together. The Gain to the Revenue on the l'nblick 
Vendue has been 30,000 R<ls. p. an. a :Fixed Salary was given to 
the Cantine Master in lieu of all Profits anJ the Town Major was 
fixed on to perform this duty, as residing in the Castle. Coupled 
with this was another Regulation, That the Wine issued to the 
Troops should be Issued at a Certain Price, and of a good Quality on 
which head Great Complaints (and very just ones) had been 
hitherto made. To secure this Inspectors were appointed to 
examine the \\'ine, and to Seize & Condemn whatever was 
attempted to be sold Inferior in Quality, and It appeard, very 
soon after, that this abuse was cornpleatly remedied, and has 
continued so ever since. Other Regulations were made to prevent, 
abuses in other Branches of the Revenue, all of which have 
contributed to Improve Its Income, so that It amounts at present 
to about 400,000 Rds. p. an. which is far beyond what it ever 
produced. It may receive temporary abatement from temporary 
Causes & fluctuate accordingly, as at home, but It will, in time, 
rather exceed this amount. 

Another Measure was adopted which has been I trust of Publiek 
Service. There were great abuses in the Meat Contract which 
was under the Commissary General's Department and the Con­
tractor at last braved Government and Demamled the Price to be 
almost doubled. The Commissary & the Fiscal, at the time the 
Contract was expiring, came to represent the Distm,s they were 
in, That every measure had been taken but in Vain. The 
Contractors had held their Contract for two Years (it had under 
the Dutch been held for Smen) ancl liy their Influence and 
Connexions had secure<l themselves against any Comiietition. 
I directed some exertions to be made, which appearell to them to 
be usefull hut It had no Effect, at that moment Mr. Duckitt of 
}(sher who had been sent out by Government on an Agricultural 
I )epa.rtrnent, and was then 20 miles off, boldly came forward and 
afford Terms greatly lower than what the Commissary thought 
possible and which compared even with the Existiug Contract 
will prove a Saving in the two years for which he has taken It 
of 100,000 Rds. 

Then! were some other I>oints which you reported to me, lmt 
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which I can not now recollect and therefore I conclude this, which 
I send you as your Instructions, to represent, with all possible 
Respect to Lord Hobart and I beg you will not fail to explain all 
this fully, entreating his Lordships early attention once more to 
the Business. 

There is one thing more I wish just to touch upon, and I will 
do It as delicately as possible, of my own Purity & Vindication I 
have not a Shadow of Doubt, This is only a General Explanation, 
but if called upon I must unavoidably enter into Particulars. I 
do not wish to recriminate, but For the Vindication of my Honor 
& Character, if seriously Questiond, I must, I can, have no Re­
serve, The whole Truth must come out, and If, In so doing, some 
Persons should be Implicated which (tho' I do not wish It) must 
be done, I hope It will be Conceived to be not Invidiously done 
but from mere necessity. I have thought proper to mention this, 
that when It happens It may be understood that I do not do It 
wantonly nor with any desire, or Inclination to do It, if It can be 
avoided. 

I have now only once more to beg that this Business may be 
speedily brought forward. It is impossible for any Body but 
myself, to feel the Heart Wounding Disgrace I endure by being 
for a moment necessitated with respect to my Honor and Character, 
that I may have erred in Point of Judgement ls incident to all 
men. I dont think I have and I can prove I hope directly the 
reverse; but surely Error is not ·wickedness, nor mistakes, if any, 
a Crime. I think I have done the Crown true & faithfull service 
at much Hisk & Hazard to my Health & Constitution. What then 
must be my feeling when Instead of the honorable Heward I 
llatterd myself I ba(l at last earned, after having nearly been 
wrecked on the Coast of my native Rhorc I find a ·worse Ship­
\\TeC'k on Shore, a Shipwreck of that which is dearer than life, of 
my C:oou ?fame, my Integrity, Honor, anu Character, yett I will 
not Despair of a Heparation of this Wrong for such I must think 
It. Perhaps Government notwithstanding the Hepresentations & 
Impressions made will think It right io consicler the suhject again 
Well. I do not wiRh to criminate or Implicate any. If Govern­
ment upon due Consi!leration think a Ceneral Expl:rnation to a 
general Criminal.ion sufficient, and If It is thought in general 
sufficiently satisfactory so that It may be droppe<l, I shall feel 
Rati,;fhid without a wish unncceRRarily to give GoYernment trouble 
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or Involve Individuals. But if Compelled, I hope I shall 
stand Justified in using whatever means are in my Possession 
or Power, to rescue my Innocence from the foulest Slander 
that ever was Ventured on most Iniquitously to Injure a Mans 
Character. 

These Instructions to you, I desire you to make use of, leaving 
no Topick Conceald In your Representations, which I request you 
most respectfully to submitt to Lord Hobart. You best can tell 
him how precious Time Is to me in my affairs. His Lordship I 
trust will have the kindness to feel, How precious Time is to my 
Character, I rely on his Justice. Your discretion will supply 
whatever may further Require explanation, and I need not say 
how anxiously I shall wait to hear the Hesult. The Truth Is, I 
have endeavoured to do my Duty Zealously & honestly. In the 
discharge of that I have ventured to try to Oorrcet Abuses in every 
Department. Hine Illce Lachrymcc, and I suspect that for }!'ear 
of rny complaining It was thought best to cornplain first. Indeed 
I think I can prove something more. But I will go no further at 
present, nor say a Word more till the Vindication of my Honor 
requires It. I am &c. 

(Signed) 

[Copy.] 

Govcrnrnent Advcrtisnncnt. 

GEO. YONGE. 

All the Inhabitants of Graaff Reinot, all Hottentots and Caffers 
are hereby most earnestly called upon arnl require(l to as,;ist 
Government in discovering the perpetrators of the several 
Murders that have of late been committed in the District, it 
is a duty that all men owe to God and to themselves not to 
suffer murderers to reside unpunished amongst them. In the 
late murders of Naude and Van Hooyen several persons must 
have been concerned; if any being aceessory or present will come 
forward, confess their crime, and to conviction give up the 
murderers to public Justice, such person doing an act acceptalJle 
to his God may hope for mercy at the Throne of the Almighty, 
and shall have my free pardon. If such person making the 
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discovery to conviction of the munlerers be not himself implicated 
in the guilt he shall moreover receive as a reward :Five hundred 
lfo:dollars. 

Given in the Castle of Good Hope this 7th <lay of December 
lSOI. 

(Signed) Fn \X< 'rn Ih;xo.\s. 

[Copy.] 

autr1·,1 tJICtd .Adrcrtisnnc,it. 

Notice is hereby given that in consm1uence of the representa­
tions of the Burgher Senate, His Honor tlie Lieutenant an<l AC'Ling 
Clovernor has thought proper to grant them leave to dispose of the 
Colonial \Vindmills by public auction ; and all persons who may 
now, or shall hereafter be concerned in the purchase of the same, 
are hereby ordered strictly to a<lhere to the con1litions as sperifie<l 
and Ret forth in their ad rnrtisernent for tlte sale thereof. 

Girnn in the Castle of Good Hope, this 0th day of December 
1801. 

By Commnrnl of His Honor the Lieutenant arnl Acting Clovernor. 

(Signml) A. B .\H;,'AJrn, ~ecrelary. 

[Original. J 
Lrttrr froin l\L\,TOR GENERAL Dt'XDAS lo the TIIGILT 

HoN. Lom, IlonAnT. 

CAPE OF Gooo Hon, Dcrcmbrr 12th 1801. 

l\fy Lonn,-The sailing of one of His l\fajesty's Ships, which 
Vice Admiral Bir Roger Curtis has directed to proceed to England 
iinrnediately, is the first favorable opportunity which has offered 
for addressing myself to Your Lordship since the date of my last, 
Ly the East India Company's Packet the Star, a duplicate of which 
aecompanios this I>ispateh. 

I h:we the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your Lor<lship's 
Lett r dated l 9th ,Juue, t·emo,ing tlw lato Embargoes on Tiu,;sian, 

lV. I 
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Danish and Swedish Ships, and of the 4th of August by the Ship 
Elizabeth, which brought a quantity of Wheat and Flour for 
supplying the wants of this Settlement ; no other communications 
having reached me from your Lordship subsequent to those 
specified in the margin of my letter of the 8th October last ; to 
the particulars of Your Lordship's Dispatches I shall now en­
deavour to answer with as much fidelity and prec1s10n as the 
importance of the subjects contained therein seem to me to 
require. 

However much I concur with your Lordship, with respect to a, 

Capital example being necessary in the District of Graaff Ileinet, 
an opinion with which the late conduct of the Inhabitants and 
subsequent events have strengthened and confirmed, neYertheless 
it is my duty to call Your Lordship's attention to the peculia\· 
circumstances in which the Prisoners are placed, who were con­
victed and whose guilt was made manifest upon clear and in­
disputable proofs; and, as I am confi<lent that the reasons which 
I shall have the honor to assign to Your Lor<lship will appear 
satisfactory, for making a further appeal to His Majesty's clemency 
before their sentence is carried into execution, I shall defer, until 
honored with Your Lor<lship's further commands, the complying 
with the order contained in the second paragraph of Your Lord­
ship's letter of the 1st May, directing the punishments adjudged 
the Prisoners in custody here to he carried into execution, without 
further delay. 

The Dody of the Insurgents who excited disonlers in the District 
of Graaff Heinet, of which the 1'1isoners al preRent in custody 
were the Ringleaders, surrendered themsel\'es to a lletaehment of 
His Majesty's Troops, under the comrnarnl of Brigadier General 
Vandeleur, so long ago as on the ulh April 179D, twenty of whom 
were then selected and afterwards brought to (;ape Town for trial; 
but from the disturbances which took place soon after with the 
Savages and the consequent necessary absence of the more im­
portant witnesses on duty in the District of Gnwff Ueinet, adtled 
to the expected arrival of Sir George Yonge, tlieir trials were 
unavoidably delayed. until the month of ,June 1800, and His 
Excellency having thought proper to recommend them to mercy, a 
period of nearly three years has elapsed since their first confine­
ment, consequently the feelings of humanity, lJy reason of their 
long imprisonment, give the Prisoners a elaim to some modification, 
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as to tho Capital part of their punishment, if not a full remission 
of their sentence. 

I have further to observe that, tho InhalJitants above mentioned 
who ha<l disturbed the tranquillity of the Country, obeyed without 
hesitation the summons to deliver themselves up together with 
their arms and ammunition, having assembled at the place ap­
pointed for that purpose, couceivillg (as I have reason to Leliern 
they di<l) that they shoul<l meet with forgiveue:-s from Go,·ernment 
for the past, in consec1uence of their ready wmpliance upon that 
occasion; since, hau they been aware that all act of rigour woulJ. 
positively have been put in force, it was in tlH·ir power to have 
escaped beyond the rearh of the laws; all which considerations 
incline me to think that lenity ought, if possible, to be shewn to 
the Prisoners in que tion, seeing the Policy of avoiding an effusion 
of blood, which after their long confinement might appear harRh 
and severe, and preferring the 1~x01ting to the utmost every gentle 
means of conciliation with the ignorant lnhaliitants of this ~ettk­
ment, thereby demomitrating to them the mild Hpirit of 1 he English 
laws, and the placahle and forheariug system ,rhieh actuates His 
:Majesty's Government. 

As it is, however, by no means advisable that the most guilty of 
the Prisoners shoul<l he liherate<l and permitte<l to return to their 
former habitations, where it is more than probable they might be 
tempted to renew their dangerous dm,igns, I would recommend 
(should the suspension of their ~entence not continue till a peace) 
that some steps may he taken to remov, them from this Colony, 
suhmitting to Your Lordship's judgment all([ consideration . the 
proper or legal nwans 1,y which this encl may Le attained, and 
in the meanwhile until favored through Your Lordship with His 
Majesty's final commands as to the disposal of these Prisonern, 
they will remain in custody in the Castle, where they harn 
hitherto heen, and where every in<lnlgence consistent with the 
Recurity of their persons and a proper attention to public justice 
"ill be allowed them. 

Howe,·er ohjectional>le the pm,cnt coniititution of the Court of 
,T ustice at the Cape, whose judicial proceedings ha\'C heen fre­
ciuently complained of, arnl howernr unwilling the Britiid1 suhjeets 
residing here may he to submit to its jurisdiction, still I tun not of 
?Pinion that the Engli:-h system of Laws and ,Jurispruclenee cau he 
111trcduced here "ith propriety at present, nor does it appear to 
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me that any sudden or premature alteration in the forms of legal 
procedure could, for some time to come, be attended with beneficial 
effects. The proceedings of the Court of ,T us Lice are regulated by 
the Civil Roman Law. the Supreme Judges, however, are not 
Civilians nor professional Lawyers; the forms of the Court are in 
other respects faulty and in some instances their decisions ard 
supposed to ha\'e had a partial bias; nevertheless the Inhabitants 
at large are satisfied with its administration, and intleed, so far as 
I am able to judge, the Court is not inadequate to the purposes of 
its estaLlishment, since the tlecrees of the Court of Justice have 
been found in most cases, the cognizance of which have devolved 
to the Court of Appeals, consonant to the principles of equity anu 
Justice. 

The Colonial Law of Inheritance differs so widely from the 
practice in England, as to the succession of property, that it is 
certainly Ly no means surprizing British Subjec.s residing here 
shoulu manifest u~rnillingness in suLmitting to the rPgulations 
prescriued by the Colonial laws on that head; however the l'laims 
of the Orphim , 'ham lier to the administration of the property of 
the deceased Mrs. Greene, who died intestate, are uuquestion­
aLly well founded, since Ly the Articles of the Capitulation, under 
wliich this Colony surrenderetl to Ilis Majesty's anrn,, the aneient 
Laws and Usages, in all ci, il ati well as criminal casrn,, are con­
sideretl to Le still in force. Hhouhl His Majesty think fit by llis 
Royal Declaration (or such other instruction as he may think 
prcper to give) to exempt the British InlrnbiLants employed in the 
administration of this Uovcrnment from the jmisdit-tion of the 
Dutch Laws, in CiYil aml Criminal Cases, rendering them amen­
able to the Military law, as followers of the Anny, until a Peace, 
1 am inclined to Le of opinion that every diflic11Uy would be 
removed. The Orphan Chamber in all suc:h cases aq that of 
Mr. Greene are only desirous of some such authority to free 
themselves from the responsiuility at present attached to their 
situation as Guardians of Orphan I>roperty, whieh they consiuer 
themselves uound to protect, with regaru to thc Eugfo,h as well as 
Dutch Inhabitants, no exemption in favor of the former having 
been made in any of the Articles of the Capitulation. The matter 
as it now stands, in the case of Mr. Greene, i11Yohes a <1nestion of 
considerable difficulty and importance howe\'er, though perhaps 
it is impossible amicably to aujust this question Letween the 
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partios, yot, in obedieuco to Your Lordship's desiro, I shall en­
deavour to prenmt for tho prtlseut au appeal to a legal decision 
in England, where no douht it must hereafter be referred and 
ultimately decided. 

The apprehensions which the late UoYernor Sir George Yonge 
lt:ul hocn le<l to entertain relative to the CaITre Chief Guyka appear 
lo liarn heen unfounded, no hoHtilities haYing lately taken place 
with the Calfer.1 on either side the Great :Fish Hi rnr; indee(l, as 
Your Lonl8hip obsen-cH, tho rngue arnl uncertain reports trans­
mitted to novernmcnt rC'~peeting them arc wry little to he de­
pende<l upon ; hut, at all events, as I consider that it is the 
i11terost of Gornrnment to Recnrc the continuance of a good 
unclcr~tanding "·ith the ~arngcs dwelling on the frontiers of 
the Colony, I . hall erul(\ft\'our, on that account, to maintain it, 
l1eing fully of opinion that some sy. tern of policy ought to he 
adoptecl mor-i just and liberal, than what has hitherto been ob­
Ren·ccl with respect to them. 

The annual Circuits whieh Your Lonl~hip propoRes Rhoulcl be 
made for the l iettcr administration of .T ustice in the sernral 
l>istricts of this Colony would unque. tionably produce Ycry 
Ralntary effects; indeed some such measure has heen long 
nee ssary arnl ought to- he immediate] , a<lopted, more particu­
larly with respect to the District of Uraaff Heinet, where as yet 
a regular police can hanlly be said to haYe been established, owing 
lo the want of which, acts of violence alHl injustice pnRs every day 
unnoticc<l, and the greatest crimes are committed with impunity; 
from which circumstanee is chiefly to he ascrihe<l the constant 
intorrupt ion of the public tranquillity in that quarter of the 
< 'olony. I June hacl it in contemplation, for Rome time, to con­
:,;titute a temporary ('ommi~sion to he composed of some of the 
inost re:,;pectahle of II is Ma,ie~ty's servants in thiR Settlement, ( on 
whose zeal, rnpacity aTHl integrity it will he in the power of 
<;o,·t•rnment to conficle) to proceecl into the District of Graaff 
Heine!, with a vie\\' to examine into the causes of the late <lis­
tmbanl'cs, rel'omrnending at the Ramr time the adoption of Ruch 
mea~nres as nrny appear to them best calculated to prevent effoctu­
ally a rt)pct it ion c,f the lli,;orclers which have been too prevalent in 
that distant part of the Country. This necessary step, which it is 
my inLenti :m to take the beginning of the ensuinrr year, I shall do 
myself the honor of communicating my final determination upon 
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lJy a fu(,urc oppor!,uniLy, and in the mean while, having directed 
the :Fiscal to commit to \Hiting the plan respecting the estab­
lishment of the Circuit Courts, which he first submitted Lo 
the consideration of the late Governor Sir George Yonge, it 
is inclosed, having reason to place full confidence in the good 
intentions and judgment of Mr. Hyneveldt, the good opinion 
Your Lordship entertains of him, not being (I am confident) 
misplaced. 

As I am ignorant of what Sir George Yonge may haYe proposed 
on the subject of the Circuit Courts for His Majesty's cmu,idera­
tiou, I cannot judge how far the plan may be feasible or other­
wise; but will take the liberty to observe, that the rnemhers of 
the Court of Justice mentioue(l in Your Lordship's letter of tho 
1st May, to comprn,c the Circuit Court, are hy no means the 
persons the most eligilJle for the execution of so important a duty, 
as the Native Inhal,itants here, Colonists as well as H uttentots, 
haYe acquired a much higher noti0n of the impartiality of English 
:Magistrates in the administration of ,Justice, on whom they would 
place greater reliance upon this occrn,ion than upon their own 
Countrymen; the people in general though still under Lhe influence 
of prejudice, with respect to the English Nation, in many respect..:;, 
yet all of them (I believe) admit the adv8ntages they have <leriYe(l 
1,y the capture of the SetLlcment, together with our impartiality in 
the distrilmtion of ,J rn,tice, and the Yigour and integrity of our 
Laws; conse<1uently the <'ircuit ( '.umfa ought to 1,e formed of 
l~nglish and Dutch Gentlemen conjointly, who in tlwir progreRs 
through the Country, by examining into the griernnc 'S and 
disputes, as well between Individuals relative to their priYate 
concerns, as in investigating the conduct of the inferior Magis­
trates, would doubtless greatly contrilmte lo the peace, prosperity 
and happiness of this extensive Colony. 

According to the Rtatement of the Fiscal, which I have the 
honor to enclm,e, the late UoYernor Juul apparently mistaken the 
c ise of the Prisoner Edcman, sentenced lo lJauishment Ly the Court 
of ,Justice, howe,er, the matter not appearing to me tu he of mud1 
importance, I think it nnne •e,sary furLher to trouble Your Loni­
ship concerning it. 

The furnishing the Pust at Fort Fre<lerick with supplies, by 
ubtaiuing Cattle by mearn; of estalJlishing a traffic with the 
~:.trnges, wouM uw1ue~tiunal,ly cause some inconvenience mid 
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trouble, if not conductetl with prudence and propriety. l\fr. Eyles 
has not proceeded to .Alrroa Bay, and your Lordship may rest 
a~-'ured that I shall not permit him, or any persons with whos3 
motives I am not perfoctly ac<p1ainied, to establish themselves 
there, seeing the necessity of being extremely cautious, at present, 
upon this subject. 

Being ignorant of ~ir <:eorge Yonge's ohservations relative to 
the Loan Lands, it is impossible to comply with Your Lordship's 
Ul'sire, in submittin" a detailed report and plan founue<l upon 
them, in order to correct existing almses and to as!'\ist Your Lord­
ship's judgment in forming some more practicable regulations 
upon that subject. I must confess, howeYer, I am not aware of 
any Yery great evil which re ·ults from the supposed defects of the 
system according to which the Loan Lands are at present 
managed. As soon as the hantls of Government shall be no longer 
restrained by the Articles of the Capitulation, some improvements 
may, no doubt, he introduced in the mode of granting and limiting 
the Loan L1.nds, but, at present I do not think it advisable to 
utternpl any material alteration in the established usage, certainly 
not productive either of inconvenience to the indiYidual Inhabitants 
or di~adrnnt:igeous to the Public. The Colony is at present so 
thinly inhabited, that there is space sufficient to allow of the 
inaccurate manner in which the limits of the Loan Land, are fixed 
an<l determined. :Few disputes or litigations, amongst the In­
habitant , take place respecting their limits, and I am not of 
opinion that the collection of this branch of the ReYenne would be 
facilitated by any alteration which could be made, with respect to 
ascertaining more correctly tho bournlaries, nor would a clnnge 
perhaps in the conditions upon which the lands are granted 
]ll'O<luce a greater punctuality in paying the Quit rents to 
G<n ernrnent. 

The <lifficnlty in collecting this branch of the public Revenue 
J1roreeds from unwillingness hut by no means inahility to pay, i:;ince, 
with a very few exceptions, the Farmers are sufficiently affluent 
to render the payment by no means oppressive (the Quit rents 
heing so small) and, as Your Lordship has justly observed, the 
itnmem;e advantages the Country has enjoyed since the surrender 
of the Colony deprive the farmers of any fair excuse for with­
holding payment upon this occasion. The very great extent of the 
Country Districts, th(! supineness of the Landdrosts, the w11nt of 
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subordinate Magistrates, and the difficulty of speedy communi­
cation make almost impracticable any improvement which might 
be proposed for the full collection of this branch of the Revenue, 
however I shall endeavour to prevent the encrease of the arrears 
at present due, by adopting such measures for compelling a due 
attention to the annunl payment of tlie Land Rents as shall appear 
best calculated for that purpose. 

As Mr. Bianchi has never held any public situation under 
Government, I am unable to conjecture what his situation and 
services were during the late administration, however as he has 
110t thought fit to make any demand for a recompence from me, 
since the departure of Sir George Yonge, and as Your Lordship 
does not de ire further information as to his claims, I have judgetl 
it unnece!:'sary to makf.:, a11y enquiry respecting him. 

The sudden arrest of Mr. Prediger, with the seiz11re of his 
1iapers, excited when the circumsta11ces took place a good deal 
of surprise and Hpe,:mlation at the Cape. I was not iuformell, 
until a considerable time after his dtparture in custody for England, 
that an attack ,~as in contemplation against this Settlement by a 
combined armament from .France and Holland, the particulars of 
which were fully detailed (according to Sir George Yonge) in Ll11~ 
papers found in the possession of Mr. l'rediger. A sight of these 
papers might probably have enabled me to judge of the likelihood 
of any such attempt, or at least of its proliable success ; however, 
though certainly responsible for the· defence of this place (under 
the authority of the Governor) I Juul not the honor of being made 
acquainted with this very serious discovery of the enterprize 
proposed, until by a casual conver~ation with Sir George Yonge 
some months subse<1uent to Mr. Prediger's arrest, in consequence 
of which I thought it my duty to wait upon His Hxcellency for 
further information respecting this affair, anJ upon that occasion 
wa~ farnme(l with a verLal cmmnunication only, the papers 
having l1ee11 pre,iously sent to England. 

Huch measures of precaution were then taken by me as the 
importance ol' the subject seemell to re<1uire, without however 
creating any um1ecesHa1·y agitation or alarm amongst the lnhal1i­
tauts. I presume that, whateYer the designs of th' :En<>my may 
11:tYe Leen, the euterprize al,ove mclliioned has been abandoned; 
llQ Rubsequent intelligence. htlYing co\1firmcd. the statement fuurnl 
in }Ir:· Pn .. ii:,\er½; ·Papers:· anct l ·rdy with ·cpnfhlcnce un • the 
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earliest information from Your Lordship should any such project 
on the part of the Enemy be again renewed. 

The Missionary Van der Kemp, who has returned from the 
Country of the Uaffers, is at present in the village of Graaff 
Reinet, and is reported to me to be a man of irreproachable 
character, having been highly useful in retaining the Hottentots 
in their obedience to Government during the late very shameful 
disturbances in Graaff Iteinet ; however, should his conduct prove 
hereafter hurtful io the interests of His Majesty's Government, or 
in a.ny manner suspicious, Your Lordship may rest assured of my 
immediate attention to his remoYal from that District. 

In pursuance of the directions from Mr. Secretary Dundas, 
dated lGth March, and Your Lordship's subsequent instructions, 
as contained in your letter of the 2nd :Hay, a Special Commission 
has been appointed composed of Five of the Principal Officers of 
His Majesty's Government at the Cape, who, having been invested 
with full powers to enquire into the abuses and misconduct said 
lo have taken place during the late administration, commenced 
their proceedings on the 20th October last, by authority given 
as per proclamation, and have nearly brought their labours to a 
conclusion, howaver, the progress of their investigations having 
been attended with some difficulties, and naturally very tedious 
from the 1rnmber of persons and Documents it has been found 
necessary to examine, it will be impossible for me to transmit 
to Yom Lordship their report by the present conveyance, which, 
consequently, I must defer until the next favorable opportunity, 
when I shall not fail to send Your Lordship a full detail respecting 
the facts which the Commission has been directed to enquire 
into for His Majesty's information. 

The conduct of Mr. ,Jess 1p, Searcher of the Customs in this 
f-lcUlement, snspende<l from his Omce by the late Governor ~ir 
<:eorge Yonge, has also been enquired into by a separate Com­
n1is1;ion appointed by me for that purpose. hy the command of 
~Ir. ~ecretary J)undas, as communicatc(l in a letter dated lG March 
1801, having the Honor to enclose their report for Your Lordship's 
perusal accordingly. 

His l\Iajesty's Order in Council dated 11th February 1801, 
]>ermitLing the exportation of British l\1crchandize from the Uape 
to the ~pani1-d1 ~(•ttlements in ~nu,h America, having been tra11s-
1uiLL011 liy ;,lr. llu-;ki.,su11, in a letter tlatccl 31st l\farch last; the 
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same has been published here an<l permission given to aU persons 
to avail themselves of this order accordingly; one Spanish Vessel 
has anived from Rio de la Plata since the Licence has been 
published, and am to add that this Commercial intercourse cannot 
fail to prove in a very high degree beneficial as well to the 
Inhabitants in general, as to the Mercantile interest of this 
Settlement. 

In conformity to Your Lonhhip's diractions conveyed to me in 
your letter of the 2nd May, relative to His l\fajesty's Order in 
Council of the 11th :February 1801, wharein I was directed to 
impose on all Goods, Wares and Merchan<lize not the growth, 
produce or manufacture of Great Britain or Ireland imported from 
any part of His Majesty's dominions into this Settlement, a Duty 
of not more than 5 per cent on the value thereof, the Proclamation 
to that effect has been issued by me, agreeable to His Majesty's 
commands. 

Previous to the receipt of your Lordship's letter of the 7th 
April, which accompanied a collection of papers upon the subject 
of an interference of the late Governor of the Cape respecting the 
importation of China Goods for the supply of this Settlement, I 
had directed Mr. Pringle, the Company's Agent, to adopt such 
measures as were necessary, in order that the Stores landed from 
the China Ships and deposited in the W arebuuses at St. Helena, 
should be forwarded to this place without delay, it having been 
represented to me that the Inhabitants would suffer inconvenience 
from the want of them. Your Lordship's letter of the 7th April 
I omitted by mistake to acknowledge the receipt of in the margin 
of my letter of the 8th October last, having had the honor to 
receive it by the Hindoslan, togetlrnr with the rest of your 
dispatches. 

I enclose a Copy of a Leiter from Mr. Pringle, dated 7 November, 
from which Your Lordship will be satisfied that the Trade of the 
Honorable East India Company to this port (which had been in 
some degree interrupted by the impediments alluded to) has been 
once more placed on its original and proper footing. 

The delay in the sailing of the Ship by which this letter will be 
conveyed will enable me to transmit the Quartermaster General's 
accounts to the 31st December, being the conclusion of the present 
year, in which are included such necessary contingent expences as 
have been incurred by the Barrack Department, amounting to a 
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very small sum, having, in pursuance of my intention, as I had 
the honor to mention to Your Lordship in my letter of the 
23rd July last, closed the Expenditure of the Barrack Office, 
placing it upon the old footing previous to the arrival here of 
Hir George Yonge, subordinate to the Department of the Deputy 
(luarter Master General, by which method a very great expence 
is saved to the public, and at the same time the Troops enjoy 
equal advantages. 

Howernr unwilling to det8ch into the distant parts of this 
8ettlement, in the time of War, a body of Troops, by which this 
extreme end of the Colony, the chief object to be defended, might 
he exposed to, or endangered, by any sudden attack, yet such has 
been lately the behaviour of the Inhabitants of the District of 
Uraaff Heinet, that I felt it necessary to detach Major Sherlock, 
with a Corps of about :300 picked men, by sea, to reinforce Fort 
Frederick, with orders to penetmte to the Drostdy of Graaff Ileinet, 
and to attack or exterminate the Boors, should they still persist to 
continue in arms in opposition to the Magistrates of the District, 
which conduct, whatever causes of complaint they might possibly 
have against their Magistrates, could only be construed as hostile 
to His Majesty's Government. 

I do myself the hon to enclose Major Sherlock's first letter 
and report to me, dated 30th November, together with a Copy of a 
proper and spirited summons he sent to the Boors, to disperse 
themselves and return to their habitations, which seems to have 
had an immediate and the desired effect. Having submitted thus 
much to Your Lordship upon this subject, I think it unnecessary 
to trouble you further with respect to it, entertaining no serious 
apprehensions with regard to the future safety and tranquillity of 
the remote frontiers of this Colony, since, although occasional petty 
disturbances may happen in the mean while, it will be in our 
power fully to secure the obedience and submission of the Inhabi­
tants, whenever an interval of peace l'hall enable us to adopt such 
lllcasures of regulation as are necessary for the attainment of that 
end. 

The ArriYals and Departures of Ships which have touched at 
thi<, SeLtlement from t,he 1st Septemucr to the 31st December arc 
encloseu. 

The Monthly Returns of His Majesty's Troops in Garrison for 
the months of :Xovemucr imd December arc enclosed. 
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The Extra Expenditures for the Months l\fay, June, ,Tuly, 
August and , eptember, together with the usual Abstracts of the 
Monthly and Quarterly Accounts of the Hevenue, likewise the 
Custom House Books, and Civil Pctymaster's Accounts, are trans­
mitted. I have &c. 

(Signed) :F1tA:SCIS I>UXllAS. 

[Original.] 

Lctlc1· j?'Olll ~fa. vV. S. YAN' Ilnrnn:LD to ~1.\JOR U1•:~1m.\L 

DUXDAS. 

CAPE TOWN, l 2t71 Decemlier 1801. 

Sm,-I am honored with your Excellency's Letter of yesterday's 
llatc, desiring an Explanation of the Circumstances of a 1:'risoncr 
un<ler Sentence of Banishment to Port Jackson haYing been 
suffered to escape, and beg leaYe to express my concern at Sir 
George Yonge's mistake on the subject, and to represent to your 
:Excellency that the man alluded to is a Cornelius Edeman by 
name, who by sentence of the Court of Justice of this Colony, 
dated 3rd September 1800, was condemned to be publicly flogged 
and afterwards banished from this Colony for Life, which as far as 
related to the corporal punishment was put into execution on the 
20th of the same month. Authentic copy of the Sentence I haYe 
the honor herewith to transmit to your Excellency. 

I beg to add that after the said part of the Sentence had been 
executed, and no opportunity offering for the man's being sent out 
of the Colony, I as Fiscal being responsible for its further execu­
tion, applied to Sir George Yonge in order that Government might 
try to get the man out of the Colony by some comeyance or 
other. Sir George then answered me that he would send the man 
to Botany Bay. I then took the liberty to remark that the 
Sentence, being already partly executed, could not be aggrarnted 
by His Excellency the Governor, that the Representative of the 
SoYereign undoubtedly had the power of diminishing, but, in my 
opinion, not of increasing the punishment of the Sentence, and 
that this one would be satisfied by the man's being lmnished out 
of the Colony, neYer to return. 

Sir George felt the fo1cc of my ob:sr.rvation, and replied that "e 
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must look out for an opportunity of sending him away. This 
passed in presence of the Public Secretary, A. Barnard, Esquire, 
after which I imml:'diately went and gave orders to the Under 
Sheriff for his being removed out of the Settlement by the first 
occasion. Some weeks passed, and on the arrival of a Ship bound 
to Botany Bay, Sir George Yonge directed me to cause that man 
to be shipped thereon: conceiving Sir George had altered his 
mind, I sent for the said U rnler Sheriff, and directed him to see 
Sir George's pleasure forthwith executed, who thereupon informed 
me that the man had been sent away on the Yessel Anna A11g1,st(1, 
l\feldnun l\faster, the 11th Norr 1800, in consequence of rnv 
former orders; which I accordingly reported to Sir George, who, 'r 
am sorry to subjoin, di<l afterwar<ls in rny absence summon before 
him this under Sheriff an<l other people in the Department, and 
privately examine them on the subject. I h:wc &c., 

(Signed) w. S. VAX It \"XE VELD, fiscal. 

[Copy.] 

Proclam(1tion by 1\fAJOR GENERAL DGND,\S. 

Whereas a Dispatch has been received from the Hight Honour­
able Lonl Hobart one of His Majesty's principal Secretaries of 
State, notifying that the preliminary Articles of Peace between 
England and the :French Government were signed on the 1st of 
October, an<l signifying His Majesty's Commands that from the 
receipt of the said dispatch all hostilities shall cease ag:,inst the 
subjects of :France and her allies, I do therefore give this · public 
notice, that a due obedience and strict observance be paid Ly 
all those whom it may or shall concern to Jiis ~Iajesty's most 
gracious proclamation, of which the following is a copy:-

" Whereas prdimiuaries for restoring peace lJetween Us and the 
l<'rench Republic were signed at London on the 1st day of this 
instant October, by the plenipotentiary of Us, and Ly the pleni­
potentiary of the French HcpuLlic; And ·whereas for the putting 
au End to the Calamities of '\Var, as soon and as far as may Le 
possiule, it hath heen agreed between Us and the french Republic 
as follows ; that is to say, That as soon as the preliminaries shall 
be signed and ratified, ]friendship should be established between 
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Us and the French llepublic by sea and land, in all parts of the 
World, and that all hostilities should cease immediately, and in 
order to prevent all causes of complaint and dispute which might 
arise on account of prizes which might be made at Sea, after the 
signature of the Preliminary Articles, it has been also reciprocally 
agreed that the Vessels and Effects which might be taken in the 
British Channel and in the North Seas after the space of Twelve 
days, to be computed from the Exchan3e of the Hatifications of the 
Preliminary Articles, should be restored on each side ; That the 
term should be one Month from the Briti~h Channel and the 
North Seas as far as the Canary Islands inclusively, whether in 
the Ocean or in the Mediterranean; Two Months from the said 
Canary Islands as far as the Equator; and lastly :Five Months in 
all other parts of the W orltl without any exception or any more 
particubr Description of time or place. And ·whereas the 
Hatifications of the said preliminary Articles between Us and the 
French Republic we:::-e exchanged by the respective plenipoten­
tiaries of Us and the French Hepublic on the Tenth Jay of this 
instant October, from which day the several Terms abornmcntioned 
of Twelve days, of One Month, of Two Months, arnl :Five l\Ionths 
arc to be computed; And Whereas it is our Hoyal will and 
pleasure, that tho Cessation of hostilities between l's and tho 
:French Tiopublic should be agreeable to tho Revera! Epochs fixed. 
between "Us and the French l{epublic, \Ve have thought fit, by and 
with the Ad.-iee of our Privy Council to notify the same to all om· 
Loving Subjects; and we do declare that our l!oyal will arnl 
pleasure is, and we do hereby 8trictly charge aud commaiHl all onr 
officers both at Rea anu Land, and all other our Ruhjocts whatso­
ever, to forbear all acts of hostilities either by ~ea or Lall(l against 
the French Republic and their allies, their vassals or subjects, 
from and after the respective times above mentioned, and unuer 
the penalty of incurring our highest ])ispleaflure. 

"Given at our Court at Winusor, the Twelfth day of this instant 
October, in the Forty-first Y oar of our Hoign, and. in tho Year of 
our Lord. One Thousanu Eight IIumlreu and One. 

" Gou save the Kiug." 

Gi,·en in the Castle of Goo<l Hope this 15th Jay of I>eromber 
1801. 

(Signed) Fi:A~C'Iti Du:-rn.rn. 
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[Office Copy.] 

Letter fr01n thr RIGHT HONOURABLE LORD IloB.\.IlT to 
M \JOR GENERAL DUNDAS. 

DOWNING STREET, 17th Dectmber 1&01. 

Srn,-His Majesty having been pleased to direct that the most 
accurate Maps and plans of tho different Countries, Islands, Ports 
and Posts which have been taken from His Enemies in the course 
of the present \Var should he collected together, with the most 
correct information which circumstances may have enabled the 
Officers Commanding in the different stations to have obtained, I 
have His Majesty's Commands to desire that you will transmit to 
me correct Copies of all Plans and Maps to which you can !in.Ye 
accesR, together with such observations as may suggest themselves 
to you thereon, with a Yiew to the contingencies of any future 
interruption to the relations of amity under which those po,sessions 
are now to be restored. I am &c. 

(Rigued) JlOBAI:T. 

[Copy.] 

I'rocla m(ltion by MAJOR GENER.\L Dmrn.\s. 

Whereas His Majesty's Receiver General by his Letter of the 
17th inst. has represented to me that he has Ten Thousaml 
ltixdollars of worn out and defaced paper :\foney collected .from 
the several branches of HeYenue in his hands unfit for circulation, 
And. \Vheroas ho has requested that the necessary Exchange of 
new pieces of such worn out and deface<l paper Money may take 
phwe, The e are therefore to re<iuirc and direct that the Secretary 
of the Court of ,Justice do on \Vednesday the ~:hd next attend at 
the Castle, where on app1ication to the Secretary of Gon•rnment 
(in whoso 'ustoc1y they are) he will receiYe the Stamps, together 
with tho number of pieces of Card .1 ecessary for the pm pose, and 
that he do in the presence of the :Fiscal antl two Mem hers of the 
Court of ,T ustice who are hereby required to attend at the time 
aforesaid at the usual place, and in the usual manner, cause tho 
number of One Thousand pieces of Ten Hixdollars each to be 
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stamped, which pieces when so stampe<l are to be <leli,·ered by 
the Fiscal and Members of the Court of ,Tustice aforesai<l, to the 
said Secretary of Government, to whom they are also at the same 
time to return the stamps, which stamps being replace<l in the Box 
in which they are usually kept, the Box shall be seale<l with my 
Seal and with that of the Court of Justice, so as to remain until 
further wante<l, of all which the :Fiscal and Members of the Court 
of Justice are to make a public act of Certification in the presence 
of the Court on the next Court clay, to be registerc<l on the records 
of the Uourt. 

And it is further directed that such stamped pieces, being by 
the Secretary of Government delivered to the Custo<ly of Mr. 
Jacobus de \Vit Secretary of the Board of Revenue, it shall be bis 
business to prepare the same, by marking the value of each piece 
in plain Characters on the top of the Card, together with the 
number, ueginning with that of the last number of the former 
issue of each separ3-te denomination of money aboYe the value of 
One Dollar; as also the day of this \Varraut underneath, after 
which the whole of the pieces shall Le signe<l uy l\fessrs. C. Brand, 
0. M. Bergh, and A. V. Bergh. 

~i\nd it is also further directed that such money so stamped and 
signe<l <lo remain in the Custody of His Majesty's Recei,·er Ueneral 
until Report be ma<le of its ueing finishe<l, when such further 
onlers bhall be given for the Exchange thereof as may be expedient ; 
and for these sernral rnaLters licrein mcntionell, this, the Original 
of which is lodge<l in the recor<ls of the Comt of ,T ustiee, shall 
be to all concernc<l a full and sufficient Warrant; an(l for the 
puulic information anu satisfaction it is further directeu that it 
be published and affixeu in the manner usual with all other 
proclamations. 

Given under my Hand & , cal, Castle of Good Hope this 18th 
day of Decemucr 1801. 

(Signet!) J•JL\.NCIS DUNI>.\8. 
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[Original.] 

Ll'ltci· fro1n ),fAJOR GENERAL DUNDAS tr, the RIGIIT HONOURABLE 

LORD HOBART. 

CAPE OI!' Goon HOPE, 20th Dec'. 1801. 

Mv L01rn,-The depru-ture of an American ship which sails this 
day bound to the Port of London affords me au opportunity of 
writing a few lines to inform your Lordship of the arrival here of 
His Majesty's Ship Eurydice on the 14th Irn,tant, by which 
conveyance your Letter dated Downing street 12th October 1801 
transmittincr the preliminary articles of peace agreed upon between 
liis Majesty and the Government of l!'rance has been received, the 
particulars of which have been published in this Settlement 
pursuant to your Lordship's commands. 

This unexpected event has necessarily occasioned considerable 
agitation here, in consequence of which there is at present an 
almost total stagnation in the usual transactions as well amongst 
Individuals as the public affairs, and having reason to entertain 
very serious apprehensions with respect to the possibility of 
collecting the Revenue during the present uncertainty the Funds 
in the hands of the Receiver General will consequently no longer 
be sutlicient to defray the Expences of the Civil Establishment, 
the Balauco at present in his hands being barely adequate to the 
payment of the Salaries at the end of the present quarter due on 
the 31st Instant, therefore have to request Your Lordship will con­
sider the difficulties the Government of thiR settlement is likely to 
experience on this subject as should a long space of time elapse 
1,efore the evacuation of the place the Salaries and Contingent 
Rxpeuccs muRt be otherwise provided for. Such provisional 
authority as Your Lordship shall think proper I beg may be sent 
!Jle to enable me to <lraw upon the Lords of the Treasury shoulu it 
become ue!'essary for a f-;um not less ihan Fifteen or Twenty 
Thousand Pounds for the purpose of discharging any uemands on 
the Colonial accom1t, this meas_nre being the only one which 
sugge,;ts itself tu me hy which it will be possible to prevent the 
Uovernmeut of the ( 'npe from 1,eing ]Jlae<~<l in a very awkwarJ and 
e1ubanassing situation. 

I had prepared previous to the arriYal of the Bu rid ice a Dispatch 
for Your Lordship upon the subject of the affairs of this Settle-

IV. K 
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ment, but more parLicularly in arnrn·er to tht> letters <latctl 1st and 
2nd May last which I hacl the ho110ur Lo rcecirn hy His Majesty's 
Ship Ifindostan. 

Although to the particulars contained in this Uispatch the 
change of circumstances auout Lo take place makes it not 
essentially necessary for Your Lordship to attend, yet it is my 
intention in order Lo evince the constant discharge of my duty to 
His Majesty to transmit the same Ly a Ship expet"tcd Lu sail fur 
England the beginning of the ensuing mouth. 

I shall wait with some degree of impatience for the honor of 
hearing again from Your Lordship in the hope of outaining such 
further and particular Instructions as arc necessary fur the regula­
tiou of my conduct in the final arrangements which previous to 
the Evacuation must necessarily take place in this Colony. 

I hrwe &c. 

}'nAX('IS I>uxn,\S. 

[Origiual.l 

Lrllrr froni VICE Amcrn.u, Ct'HTIS to EvA:-. NEPE.\X, E:--Qlm. 

J,1t11r(Le/a, 'l'ABI.E BAY, 

CAI'JI OP <looo Hon:, 20th J>tcemlrr 1801. 

Sm,-1 avail myself of the Railing of an American Ship for 
England, that their Lor,lships may he informed of the occurrences 
here since my letter of the 18th ultimo. 

The E11r,1;,lirl' mri\'e1l on the l'\e11i11g of the I lfh instant, by 
which Ship I re1·cived your Ldlt!l' of' the 10th September infonnin" 
me of their Lor,bhips lt:l\ ing judgP1l it PxpediPnt to alt<•r tltt' l'ri, ate 
8ignals made use of' li,v l [is l\lajesty's Ships for k11owi11~ ea<·h other, 
ancl en,·losing to me :t Sheet of' the Signals so altered. ThPir LoHl­
ships fnriher dirnctious contained in your Ll'Lter aforesaid shall b, 
dul.v attended to. 

Hy thu sanw ~hip f rn1·<·irn,l tlu•ir Lordships Order of the 11th 
(Ji'tol,er, relatiHi to thu C'essation of' Jlostilitil's lil't\ll'en thti 
Belligurent l'owPr., and al-;11 a l'opy of'tlH' l'r1•limi11ary ~\rti,·l(' of' 
P<~ace, signed in Lo1ulon the 1st Odol>l'r .. \wl striet attention will 
he pai1l to their Lunbhip • Urtler abovemcutione1l. 

... 
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I received likewise by the Eurydice your Letter of the 14th 
OctoLer, communicating to mo their Lordships directions to "lose 
no timo in apprizing the Governor of the Island of Mauritius of 
the Exchange of the ltatification of the Jlreliminaries of Peace, and 
Lo recommend to him to restrain the sailing of any Vessel from 
that Island for the purpose of committing any further Hostility, 
which, according to the Spirit of the 11th Article, it is his duty to 
prernnt Ly every practicaLle means." I accordingly addressed a 
snilaLle Letter to him, accompanied with an attested Copy of the 
l'reliminary Articles, which I dispatched by His Majesty's Sloop 
tho l'cnguin: She sailed from lu:nce on the lGth instant, and the 
same day the Eurydice sailed also for the fulfilling the Orders she 
is under. 

The lli,ulostan having been unloaded, was nearly ready for 
returning to England when the Eurydice arrived; but as there are 
many Stores to Le removed from hence, I shall detain her until I 
hear from their Lordships, and particularly as no Ship but the 
Ifindosta n, or a Ship of suitable size fitted for the purpose as the 
IIi,ldoslan is, can take away the made lower Masts which she 
brought out. I have &c. 

(Signed) IlOGER CURTIS. 

l>.S. In my Letter of the Gth October their Lor~hips will have 
seen my motives for sending the 1'rcmcndous to Bombay; and in 
this they will observe the Pcngiii,i is gone to the Island of Mauri­
tius. The rest of my 'quadron, viz. the 

LancaslCI' ) 
J11pitcr 
Diomede arc in Table Bay ready for 8ca. 
Imp<'ticusc 
Rattfrsn,11,r 
lfi11rlostan-Tahlc nay. 
R1111hro.~/jlll.'. (Brig)-8imons nay. 

(Initialed) RU. 
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[Copy.] 

List of Ships' Arrivals. 

.t>ate. Ship's Name. Where from . Nalionallty. 

1801. 
Sept. 1 .Apollo England English 

" 
3 1'erpsicltore Frigate 

" 
6 Countess of Sutherland Bengal English 

" 
6 Christ ianus Septimus Tranquebar Danish 

" 
13 Pensimento Feli.£ Prize 

" 
17 llindostan 

" 
17 Peyasus Rio Janeiro English 

" 
20 . Aurora Portsmouth l>o . 

" 
20 Culdstrea,n Do. Do. 

" 
21 llazarcl New York American 

" 
22 La .Anna Prize 

Oct. 8 Stm· Amboyna English 
H Neptune Philadelphia Amerkan 

" 
15 A brig Prize 

" 
15 A Lugger Do. 

" 
15 Loyalist Bengal Endish 

" 
16 Jnvtstigcitor England Vo. 

" 
22 Mm·ion Calcutta American 
28 Iris 'l'eneriffe Do. 

" 
28 /i'lizabeth Portsmouth EngliHh 

" 
30 Carteret Do. Do. 

" 
30 Elizctbeth Sumatra American 

" 
30 Morning ton Bengal English 

Nov. 1 Scaleby Castle Portsmouth l>o. 

" 
3 Kent Do. no. 

" 
3 Matilda Madras Do. 

" 
7 Royal George Portsmouth Do. 
!) Eliza Madras American 

17 Spencer Port.~mouth English 

" 
18 Buunapcirtc Lima {Spa_nish 

1mze 
24 Dispatch Madras American 

" 
24 llupe Bengal EnglisL ,,- Rrgufos l'oint de Gale ]lo. 

" 
_,') 

" 
25 Iwlici Madras llo. 

" 
25 Elizabelh Bengal American 

" 
26 St. Hinilus Madagascar {J<Jngli~h 

tender 

28 Cunce11cion fonte Video ,{8panish 
" Cartel 

Dec. 3 .Admiral Rainier Calcutta English 
4 Roebuck Do. American 

" 
5 Friendship Portsmouth English 

" 
10 Diana St. Helena Do. 
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Date. Ship's Name. Where from. I N .. uon&ll\y. 

1801. 
l{Spa._nish Dec. 10. Liminos 

Rio Janeiro 
prize 

" 
15 IIem·y Dundas English 

" 
15 A packet boat Do. Do. 

" 
15 Harmony Calcutta. American 

" 1G Highland Chief l<'a.lrnouth English 

" 
U) Automatia Calcutta. Do. 

" 
20 . Ajax Do . Do. 

" 
21 Caledonia Do. Do. 

" 
21 William Pitt Do. Do. 

" 
22 cir Edward Hamilton Do. Do. 

" 
22 Soorborough Do. Do. 

" 
22 Nutwell Do. Do. 

" 
22 .Experiment Do . Do. 

" 
22 Duke of Kent Dela.goa. Bay Do. 

" 
26 Laurel Salem American 

" 
26 Arran Calcutta. English 

" 
26 Gilwell Madras Do. 

" 
28 Ganges Bowna.ghur American 

" 
30 Sir J. W. Warren Calcutta. English 

" 
31 Duke of Clarence Falmouth Do. 

[Copy.] 

Proclmnation by LIEUTENANT GENERAL DUNDAS. 

Whereas representations have been made to me both by the 
Burgher Senate and the Special Commission appointed by 
Government for regulating the Consumption of Grain in this 
Uolony of the expediency of laying up in public Granaries under 
the direction of Government a certain quantity of Wheat Corn as 
a supply in the event of a future failure of the harvest according 
to ancient practice established and continued on the beneficial 
effects experienced from the measure. And whereas it appears 
that such public Granaries did exist at the time of the Surrender 
of this Settlement to His Britannic Majesty, but were then dis­
continuecl for many urgent reasons and that the reestablishment of 
such Granaries to the full extent has been hitherto impracticable 
on account of lbe increased consumption anrl the general scantiness 
of the harvests which indeed were so deficient the last year as to 
cause serious alarms and to render tho interference of Government 
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indispensably necessary, and it having appeared on a full investiga­
tion into the state of the said harvest, "that it was become a 
matter highly expedient, not only for the supply of His Majesty's 
Troops in Garrison here but likewise for the Squadron on the 
Station and for every individual residing in Cape Town and its 
environs, that a sufficient quantity of Wheat should annually be 
laid up in Store, to guard against the danger arising from the failure 
of the harvest." A proclamation to this effect was issued on the 
4th of December 1800 directing "that all Wheat brought up to 
Cape Town should be delivered over into the Care of Commissioners 
to be by them deposited in Magazines, or delivered by their dire"tions 
to the Bakers, the farmer to be paid for each Load of Wheat of ten 
Muids the Sum of forty-three Hixdollars, out of which is to be 
deducted the usual tythe to Government of three Rixdollars." 

And whereas by a subsequent Proclamation dated 1:Hh 
February 1801 it is stated "that in order to give every possible 
encouragement to the Farmer to cultivate a greater quantity of 
Wheat than usual I feel it my duty to give and I hereby give the 
solemn assurance of Government that the price now fixed of Jforty­
three Rixdollars shall not be diminished before the Month of J\fay 
1802." 

And it being evident that such a measure is rendered still farther 
necessary at this time on account of the privileged Bakers having 
neither the convenience of receiving into stores nor of paying the 
]!'armer for any very considerable portion of the Corn that may be 
•expected in the three succeeding Months, I have found it expedient 
for the mutual benefit of the ]!'armer and the public to direct and 
order, and it is accordingly hereby ordered that notwithstanding 
my intention is to dissolve the Supreme and Rpecial Commission 
on the 31st of the present Month, until which period the Regula­
tions with regard to the consumption and distribution of bread 
shall remain in full force, the Uorn Committee estabfohed by 
proclamation of the 4th of Decemher 1800 shall continue to receive 
all the Corn brought into Cape Town at the rate of forty-three 
Rix:dollars agreeable to the aforesaid Proclamation, and to exercise 
all its functions conformably to the Instructions of the sai<l 
Board, or such modifications of them as may appear to be necessary. 

And Whereas in order to enable the said Corn Committee to 
carry this measure into effect, it has been represented to me that n. 
'fund for the purpose will be indispensably necessary I have thought 

 

 



Records of the Uapc Colony. 135 

proper to direct that the Sum of One Hundred thousand Rixdollars 
shall be stamped and signed in Lhe usual form and manner to be 
1iaid over into the hands of the said Corn Committee who are 
hereby ordered to receive and apply the same for the purpose 
above mentioned, and to deliver to Government at the end of each 
Month a detailed account of all their proceedings ; it being my 
intention that the like Sum of One Hundred thousand Hixdollars 
shall be destroyed as soon as the Corn shall have been issued out to 
Lite Bakers and uot added to the Capital of paper money now in 
circuhtion, the present measure being considered only as a 
temporary and mutual accommodation between the Government 
and the Inhabitants. 

And as a certain proportion of a Cargo of Ilice brought here in 
the Jlatilrla, according to an agreement made by Government at 
the recommemlation of the Supreme and Special Commission at a 
time when the calamities of a famine were threatening the Colony, 
was assigned for Lhe use of the Colony, it appears but reasonable 
and just that after deducting the full proportion of the said Cargo 
for the Army and the Navy, the remainder should be left in Store 
under the charge of the Corn Committee as a stock for the use of 
the Inhabitants according to the original intention. I have found it 
expedient to direct that a farther Sum of Eighty Thousand Rix­
dollars be stamped and signed in the usual form and manner, the 
said Sum being the Cost price of that part of the Cargo assigned 
over to the Corn Commissioners for the use of the Settlement: 
The Hice to remain as a pledge in the same manner as the Wheat 
Corn above mentioned and the paper money representing it to be 
destroyed as soon as the said rice shall be disposed of. 

And whereas the Burgher Senate in the name and on behalf of 
the Inhabitants of the Colony has strongly represented to me the 
serious inconveniences experienced by the small quantity of paper 
Currency in circulation bearing no sort of proportion to the 
en.creased Trade and Commerce of the Settlement nor to the 
property it is meant to represent, and the said Burgher Senate 
having in two Memorials on the subject requested that the Capital 
of paper money now in circulation thro' the Lombard Bank might 
he extended iu order to prevent the evil consequences that are 
likely to ensue in case such a step be not. speedily taken; after 
full enquiries into and due consi(leration of this important matter, 
1 have been induced to allow and to give the :-:ianction of Govern-
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ment to a new fabrication of paper money to the amount of One 
hundred thousand Rixdollars to be stamped and signed in the 
usual form and manner, and issued thro' the Lombard Bank for 
the convenience of the Inhabitants on the security of immoveable 
property and two sufficient bondmen, the property thus pledged 
and the securities proposed to be submitted to the consideration of 
a Committee of three Gentlemen who will be appointed for that 
purpose, the interest arising from the said Sum of One hundred 
thousand Rixdollars not to be paid into the Government Treasury, 
as is the case with that proceeding from the Capital now in the 
Rank, hut to be paid into the Treasury of the Burgher Senate and 
applied to the General benefit and improvement of the Town, 
whereby it is hoped that the Inhabitants will hereafter be consid­
erably relieved from the Colonial assessments for that purpose. 

GiYen under my Hand & Seal, Castle of Good Hope this 1st day 
of January 1802. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

(Copy.] 

Proclamation by LIEUTENANT GENERAL DUNDAS. 

Whereas Arend de Waal Esq. and the Gentlemen Commissioners 
appointed for that purpose have reported to me that the whole 
Sum of Ten Thousand Rixdollars stamped and signed, as directed 
by my Wnrrant of the 18th of December Ultimo, has been 
exchanf!erl for pieces to a similar and equal amount of worn out 
and defaced money, unfit for circulation, which are now in the 
hands of His Majesty's Receiver General. These are therefore to 
require and direct that Brigadier General Vandeleur, Edward 
Buckley R~q. Civil I'aymaster, W. S. van Ryneveld Esq. His 
_vfajesty's :Fiscal, together with two Members of the Court of 
,, ustice nnd two Members of the Burgher Senate to be appointed 
by the Court and Senate, do meet at the Office of Revenue in the 
Castle on 'Wednesday morning the 6th of this instant Month at 
10 o'clock, and that they do then and there receive from A. de Waal 
Esq. the above mentioned Sum of 10,000 Rixdollars, and after ex­
aminiug the same that they do and in their presence in the <'ourt 
Yarrl of the Castle aforesaid, cause the same to he publicly burnt 
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and destroyed, and in case the examination of the several pieces of 
money which constitute the above sum of 10,000 Hixdollars 
cannot be concluded in one day, they are then and in that case to 
adjourn and proceP-d therein as shall appear best to them, but so as 
to finish and conclude in the shortest time possible. And it is 
further directed that the several persons above mentioned do sign 
two Certificates of their proceedings herein in the English and 
Dutch LanguagPs, to be drawn up :u::d prepared by the Secretary 
of the Boan! of Uevenue or J\fr. H. C. Voget assisted by Mr. C. G. 
Hohue Sworn Interpreter Lo the Uornrnment, under the direction 
of the J<'iscal, one of which Certificates is to he delivered to A. de 
\Vaal Esq. as his discharge of the Sum of 10,000 Rixdollars with 
which he now stands charged to His Majesty·; and the other is to 
be lodged in the records of the Court of Justice by the fiscal & 
Members thereto belonging at the next Meeting after the assigning 
as above directed. 

And His Majesty's :Fiscal is hereby also directed to require and 
<lernand of the Court of Justice within Six days after the lodging 
of such Certificate above mentioned, that they do pass a public Act 
under their Hand and Seal of the Court, certifying and declaring 
all their proceedings, which have been held and have taken place 
with regard to the Stamping and Signing of the several pieces of 
money as expressed in my Warrant of the 18th December last, as 
also of the exchanging and destroying of worn out and defaced 
paper Money equivalent thereto, annexing to or including in such 
their Act authentic Copies of the several Certificates lodged as 
directed in their records, which public Act is to be presented to 
me to be disposed of in such manner as I may think expedient for 
the Satisfaction of His Majesty in the premises. 

For all which this shall be to all concerned a full and sufficient 
Warrant and Authority. 

Given under my Hand & Seal at the Castle of Good Hope this 
2nd day of January 1802. 

(Signed) I•'It.\XCIS DlTXDA8. 
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[Copy.] 

Proclamation b!J LIEUTENANT (h::NJmAL DmmAs. 

Whereas the expediency of increasing the paper Currency is 
fully explained and set forth in the proclamation date<l the ht of 
the present month,-These arc therefore to require and din'd that 
the Secretary of the Court of J usticc do on ,v edncs<lny the lith 
instant attend at the Castle, where on application to the i--ecrctary 
of Government (in whose Custody they are) h<• will receive the 
stamps, together with the number of pieces of Card nc<.:essary for 
the purposes; and that he do in the presence of the Fiscal arnl two 
Members of the Court of Justice, who arc hereby mp1ired to attl'nd 
at the time aforesaid at the usual place and in tho usual manner 
cause the number of pieces mentioned in the Margin to he stampc<1, 

2,/iOO pieces @ GO = 150,000 
2,000 ,, @ 40 = 80,000 
5,000 ,, @ 10 = 50,000 

which pieces when so stamped are lo 
be delivered by the :Fiscal and Mem­
bers of the Court of J ustiee aforesai<l 
to the said Secretary of Government, 

to whom they are also at the same time to return the stamps, 
which stamps being replaced in the Box in which they arc u~ually 
kept, the Box shall he se;aled with my Seal, and with that of the 
Court of ,Justice, so to remain until further wanted, of all which 
the :Fiscal & :l\1cmbers of the Court of ,Tustice arc to make a public 
Act of certification in the presence of the ( 'ourt on the next Court 
day, to be registered on the records of the Court. 

And it, is further directed that such stamped pieces heing hy tbc 
~ecretary of Uovernment delivered to the l'u,1t0<ly of 1\fr. ,laeolms 
de \-Vit, :--\ecretary to the Board of Hevenue, it, shall he his lmsiness 
to prepare the same by marking the value of each piece in plain 
characters on the top of the l'an1, together with the numhcr 
beginning with that, of the last numhcr, of the fonm•r i~irne of each 
sevarate denomination of money above the value of one J >ollar, as 
also the <lay of the date of this warrant nndemcath, after which the 
whole of the pieces shall be signed 'by 1\1essrs. C. Brand, 0. l\I. 
Bergh, an<l A. V. Jlergh. 

And I do further direct that for tltc several matters herein 
mentioned, this, the Original of which is lodge<l in the rccordH of 
the Court of ,J usticc, shall lie to all co11<.:erned a lull and sullicieut 
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\Varrnnt, and for the public information and satisfaction it is 
further directed that it he published & affixed in the manner usual 
with all other proclamations. 

Civen under my Han(l & Seal at the Castle of Good Hope this 
2ml day of January 1802. 

(Signed) ]!'!tA"N'CIS DUNDAS. 

[Copy.] 

Gol"l'rnmmt Ad l"l'rliscmcnt. 

Ilis Honor the Lieutenant and Acting Governor heing desirous 
that a fair arnl proper distribution should be made of One IIunclred 
Thousand Uixdollars about to Le Stamped and Signed, and also 
that good and sufficient securities shoulcl be given, has thought 
proper to issue this Public Notice, that all persons wishing to 
obtain loans of the said paper money are reqnired to send in to the 
Lombard Bank, on or before the !)th instant, written applications, 
stating the properly to be mortgaged and the names of their 
securities, in order that the same may be laid before a Committee 
appointed to em1i1ire into and decide upon the propriety of such 
appliealionR, the said Committee to consist of the three following 
Gentlemen, namely 

A. Ha1111ard, Esqre., 
\V. 8. van Ryncveld, Esqrc., 
C. J\fatthicssen, Esqre. 

L'astle of Goo1l Hope, January 2nd 1802. 

Jly Command of his Honor the Lieut. Covernor. 

(~igned) A. BAH:-; uw, Secretary. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from MR. ,J OIIN PmNGLE to LORD IIonART. 

CAPE OF Goon HOPE, 16th January 1802. 

My Lord,-I have the honor to inform you that I have as 
usual received Sixty Aums of Constantia Witte and that I have 
shipped forty-eight of them (in equal proportions of red and white) 
on l>oard the E,pcrimcnt, Captain John Nelson ·white, as per 
enclosed Bill of fading. 

His Excellency Lieut. General Dundas has directed me to 
reserve the remaining twelve for his distribution. I have &c. 

(Signed) JOUN PRINGLK 

[Copy.] 

Proclanuition by LIEUTENANT GENERAL DUNDAS. 

Whereas His Majesty's Receiver General by his Letter of the 
22nd instant has represented to me that he has Ten Thousand 
Hixdollars of worn out and defaced paper Money, collected from 
the sevPral branches of Revenue in his hands unfit for circulation. 
And whereas he has requested that the necessary exchange of new 
pieces of such worn out and defaced paper money may take l)lare. 
These arc therefore to require and direct that the Secretary of the 
Uourt of Justice do on Saturday the 27th next attend at the 
Castle, where on application t-o the Secretary of Government (in 
whose Custudy they arc) he will receive the stamps together with 
the number of pieces of Card necessary for the purpose; and that 
he do i11 the presence of the ~Fiscal an,l two Memhers of the Court 
of .T ustice, who arn hereby rcq uire<l to attend at the time aforesaid 
at the usual place, ancl in the usual manner cause the number 

of pieces mcntione<l in the Margin to he 
1 ooo of 5 Rus. = 5 ooo t l } • } • J t 1 
500 of 10 Do. _ 5:000 s am pee, w nt' 1 pieces w 1en RO s ampc< arc 

to be delivered hy the Fiscal and Members 
of the Court of Justice aforesaid to the said Secretary of Govern­
ment, to whom they arc alflo at tlw same time to rctmu the stamps, 
" ·hich stamps being rcplace<l in the Box in which they arc usually 
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kept, the Box shall be sealed with my Seal and with that of the 
Court of Justice, so to remain until further wanted, of all which 
the Fiscal and Members of the Court of Justice are to make a 
public act of Certification in the presence of the Court on the 
next Court day, to be registered on the records of the Court. 

And it is further directed that such stamped pieces, being by the 
Secretary of Government delivered to the Custody of :\fr. Jacobus 
<le Wit, Secretary to the Board of Revenue, it shall be his business 
to prepare the same, by marking the value of each piece in iilain 
characters on the top of the Card, together with the number, 
beginning with that of the last number of the former issue of each 
separate denomination of money above the value of One Dollar, as 
also tho day of the date of this ·warrant underneath, after which 
the whole of the pieces shall be signed by Messrs. C. Brand, 0. M. 
Bergh, and A. V. Bergh. 

And it is also further directed that such money so stamped & 
signed do remain in the Custody of His Majesty's Receiver General 
until report be made of its being finished, when such further orders 
shall be given for the exchange thereof as may be expedient, and 
for these several matters herein mentioned, this, the Original of 
which is lodged in the records of the Court of Justice, shall be to 
all concerned a full and sufficient Warrant, and for the public 
information and satisfaction it is further directed that it be 
published & affixed in the manner usual with all other proclama­
tions. 

Given under my Hand & Seal, Castle of Good Hope this 23rd 
day of January 1802. 

(Signed) :FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

[Copy.] 

Govcm,ncnt Advertisement. 

'.l'he Committee appointed to examine the list of applications for 
the new loan of One hundred Thousand nix.dollars haying reported 
that a Sum exceeding Six hundrod Thousand Hixdollars had been 
applied for, chiefly on good and uncxceptionaLJe securities, which 
i:5nrn, hy contracting the demands of thoso who had most ample 
securities to offer, rejecting such as were dubious or that did not 
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accord with the established rules and regulations of the LomlmrJ 
Bank, and of such also as could not be considered by them in the 
light of proper objects of relief, according to the intention of 
Government in granting the present loan, the said Committee have 
further stated has been reduced by them to One Hundred and 
Sixty-five Thousand Rixdollars; and that by the disposal of this 
Capital in the manner proposed, it having been represented hy 
them, a very considerable relief would be afforded to the Majority 
of those who had made applications: His Honor the Lieut. 
Governor has thought fit to direct that the additional Sum of Sixty­
five Thousand Tiixdollars should be taken provisionally from the 
funds of the Corn Committee, and issued through the Medium of 
the Lombard Bank for the use and relief of the Inhabitants in the 
same manner as the sum of One Hundred Thousand Rixclollars 
designed for that purpose according to the tenor and intent of the 
Proclamation of the 1st instant, and that the interest of the said 
Sum should, in like manner be applied to the usual repairs and 
improvements of the Town, under the direction of the Burgher 
Senate. 

Castle of Good Hope, 28th January 1802. 

By Command of His Honor the Lieut. Governor. 

(Signe(l) A. BAUN.urn, Secretary. 

[ Original. l 
Lala from Mn. JonN HA1mow tu LcEUTENANT G1rn1m.\.L DuNnAs. 

CAI'E TowN, 30th Jwmm·y 1802. 

Sir,-In pur.~uance of Your Honor's 001111muuls, the Commis­
sioners for regulating the Consumption of Crain in this Colony 
hnsc thiH day finally closed their proceedings, of which a lletailed 
Copy is herewith transrnitlell. As the Hcgulations contained 
therein, with regard to the economical expenlliture and 1listribution 
of bread-corn, though of the lrrnt importance at the time they were 
in force, namely during the C'(lnti11na11C·e of seardty, arn 110L at this 
moment when the blessingR of pleiity are onee morn reHtorcd to the 
Colony of R11ffieient \\eighL to take up your time all(l atlention, I 
am directe<l by the C:onnni~sioners to accompany the said report of 
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their rrocee<lings with a short Abstract, recapitulating the most 
material points, by wbieh Your Honor will be at once enabled to 
form a competent knowledge of the motives by which they were 
guided and the measures they adopted in consequence of them. 

In the Month of February 1801 when the Commission was first 
appointed it very soon became apparent to the Commissioners that 
on ihe supposition of each person consuming no more than one 
pound a day the quantity of Grain in the whole Colony was not 
sufficient for five Months, when at the same time eleYen Months 
consumption was requirud before the retums of the next harvest 
could be expected and consequently that six Months consumption 
of Bread-Corn remained to be provided. 

On the strength of this alarming fact, the Commissioners con­
ceived it their first Duty to enter into such engagements for 
procuring foreign supplies as should appear to them most likely to 
afford a speedy re1ief. 

In making these engagements it was considered that as six 
:Months consumption of bread or substitutes for it was still to be 
provided for upwards of 20,000 persons, and that this number on 
an allowance of one Dutch pound a day without loss or waste 
would require at least 1800 Tons for that period, common prudence 
demanded that the engagements entered into by them for foreign 
supplies should rather exceed than fall short of the aforesaid 
quantity of tonnage. 

Sir George Yonge being waited on by a deputation from the 
Commission for the purpose of ascertaining the measures he bad 
adopted for providing against the scarcity which was well known 
to him some months befor'e this period, stated for their information 
that he had despatched the Lady Yonge to Rio de Janeiro, and the 
Loyalist to Benga1, for cargoes of Rice. In addition therefore to 
these ships 1.he Commissioners agreed to take up the Ship lffnry 
Du ntlus to be sent to the llrazil Coast for Wheat, Flour, or Hice, 
all(l the J,Jatilda to be dispatched to the Coast of Uoromandel. 

The engagements then entered into for foreign supplies stood. as 
follows: 

B (] G {Lady Yonge to Hio do Jlmcrio. 
y 10 ovcrnor Loyalist t~ B,•ngol . . , . 

lly the Commissioncrs}Jlcnry Dunrl<t, to llrazils . . 
"ith the opp,olmtitJn l/ I 'Id t 'II· d .,8 
ot' U0Ycr11111cllt • a I a O • ,\ 11 • • • • 

2:lO 'l'ons 
500 

450 ,, 
1:!00 ,, 

:\Tu king in the \I hole :!,;1:-,0 'I'ons 
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It appeared from computation that in the event of all these 
Ships arriving in safety and with full cargoes there would remnin 
only a surplus of 580 Tons above the quantity that the most 
economical expenditure would absolutely require before the next 
harvest. 

It was further the opinion of the Commissioners that a quantity 
even more than the above-mentioned supplies would be a desirable 
ac<]_nisition to the Colony, and might be the means of enabling the 
Government in the course of the ensuing year to lay up in store a 
stock of Wheat equal to the quantity of Hice that it was intended 
should be distributed as a substitute for it on certain days in the 
Week. 

On this consideration the Commissioners entered into a further 
engagement with Mr. Hogan for the ship Fanny to proceed to the 
Coast of Coromandel for two hundred Tons of Rice. 

The Commissioners at the same time made such internal Regula­
tions with regard to their obtaining and bringing to the Capital the 
principal part of the Grain in the Colony as well as to the 
distribution of bread that no waste or improper use could be ma<le 
of the same, and that every in<livitlual, as well among the Inhabi­
tants of every description as those compoHing the Army and the 
Navy shoultl receive his just proportion of bread. 

By these negulations they had the satisfaction to find that they 
were able to effect a diminution in the eornmmption of bread 
amounting to a full sixth of the whole. Y ct as this saving created 
only a furth0r supply of one month of the ~ix to lie provitlcd for, 
the Commissioners were urnler the necessity of directing that a 
certain portion of Barley meal Rho11 Id l>e mixed with the Wheat 
flour, that no 'White brea<l should l>e usccl except by sick pernons, 
aged, or children, and that rice should be issued two (lays in the 
week in lieu of bread. 

Severe as these restrictions might appear, they were nnavoi<ln l>le, 
and the Comrnissiouers hacl the satisfaction to find that the majority 
of the Inhabitants not only dwerfully acquiesced in them, hut 
cooperated in promoting Lhe Ralutary ohjeC"t had in view. 

It became ill(leed highly incumlJcnt on all Classes of Men to 
suhmit to the most rigicl economy in the consumption of Lhe Stock 
of Grain actually on harnl and to regard this stock as the only 
certain supply until the emrning harvest. For as notwithstan<ling 
the great rrouability of receiving Limely ,mccours from abroad hy 
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the accomplishment of some of the several engagements entered 
into for that purpose, yet these being precarious as to their event 
and consequently liable as all nautical concerns more particularly 
are to disappointment, they felt it would be imprudent to rest their 
expectations on a contingency. 

They had likewise the less hesitation in accepting a Tender 
that was made of the Ship Hazard proposing to land at the Cape 
in the Month of August a Cargo consisting of 3,000 Barrels of 
American flour. They were further induced to accept of this offer 
as the Ship Henry Dundas had delayed sailing more than a month 
Leyornl the time propoEetl. 

In the Legiuning of May the Lady Yonge arrived from the Brazil 
Coast, having on board about 100 Tons of rice. This Ship had 
Leen sent upon so loose a footing, and the terms of the Charter 
party as agreed upon by Sir George Yonge were so extravagant 
that notwithstanding the very low price of her Cargo at Rio de 
,Janeiro, and the high rate at which it was issued at the Cape, you 
will perceive from the abstract account of that ship that the 
Government sustained an unavoidable loss of about 8,000 Rix­
dollars. 

Towards the end of the Month of August the stock of Rice 
hecoming nearly exhausted, tho quantity of \Vheat on hand not 
equal to one month's consumption, no account of the expected 
foreign supplies except a communication from the owners of the 
Ship Hniry Dundas that no rice was to he had on the Coast of 
8outh America on account of a general failure of the late harvest 
in that country, the ' mrnis-ioners were glad to avail themselves 
of the opportunity of purchasing about 18 Tons of Rice from 
( 'apt. Clarke of the A II na illaria. 

}'ort unate1y on the 21st of Scpteml>er the IIazard arrived with 
2,1!1~ Barrel· of Flour from North ~\mcrica, which with other 
:ulYcntitious supplies of Hice, enabled the Commissioners to 
l'Pmove the re: trictions \\ ith regar<l to the use of white bread, 
ewry 011c l>eing allowe1l to commmc of this article as much· as 
he <'Im cd, it ha, ing appt>ared that the high price was of itself 
suflici<'11i to counteract any waste being occasioned in the 
con nmption. 

Your llonor "ill percei\'P from the aerount of this Ship that 
little or 110 lo. • has l>t' •n o<·<•af;imH'd liy this transaction, which 
,dli,rlt•,: a \t•r Pa onal,11' rt>lit>f'lo tho Colony. 

I\ . L 
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In the month of October a very unexpected quantity, not less 
than three hundred Tons of Prize Rice, was brought into the 
Colony. This Rice being refused by the agents for the Captors 
to be delivered to the Commissioners at a fair and reasonable 
price, was suffered to go into the market. 

Capt. Venables also of the Ship Pegasiis brought in a Cargo of 
Rice which he was allowed to dispose of by Public V endue. 

About the same time an American Ship arrived with a Cargo of 
Wheat and Rye flour, but the Prices demanded for them were so 
exorbitant that she was allowed to depart without discharging her 
Cargo at this Port. 

In fact the daily influx of adventitious rice determined the 
Commissioners to pass a resolution "That a free and open Market 
should be allowed for all rice at present in the Colony or that 
hereafter should be imported in Ships not chartered by the 
Government or by the Commissioners with the authority of 
Government." 

About the middle of October the Loyalist from Bengal arrived 
with 450 Tons of Rice and a quantity of Biscuit. This ship being 
originally intended to carry a Cargo of that Grain to England, and 
one of the first on her return, and moreover there being at this 
time more than a year's supply of rice in the Colony the Commis­
sioners recommended that she should be sent on to England, more 
especially as the Governor General of Bengal in his zeal to serve 
the Colony had sent information of his having not only engaged 
other ships to bring supplies, but had also held ouL encouragement 
for pri vale Merchants sending Cargoes thither of rice and oLher 
Grain. 

Ad\'ices were also received from the Governor and Council of 
Fort 8t. George of their having in cousequenee of most urgent; 
applications from Hir George Yonge exerLed themselves to procure 
shipping for the purpose of sending rnlief to the Colony. 

These adventitious and unexpected supplies having ani ve(l 
nearly at the same time with the intelligence of the Preli miuaries 
of Peace haviug been signed between UreaL Britain and France, it 
became a question of some difliculty to determine in what mmmer 
the stock of bread provisions on hand :,houM 1,e di~posed of to the 
least disadvantage lo the Public and Jli~ Majesty's Government. 
\ViLh rcgar(l to Ow \Vheat there was no kind of difliculty; on the 
< ontrary the small f111antity of' this fl rain brought from Englarnl on 
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tho Eli::aucth by direction of tho night Honorable the Secretary of 
~tate, as well as the supplies from Bongal came most opportunoly, 
the Colonial Wheat being barely sufficient to hold out until tho 
uegiuning of Docomber, whon two months still remained without 
the least provision of that Grain. The small quantity of hiscuit 
abo and the romaiuing part of tho :Flour on hand coul<l nut be 
considerccl as unacceptable fur the use of His :Majesty's Troops. 

The very unexpectecl influx of Hice has however not only so 
completoly ~tocko1l tho Colony that there is no longer any demand 
fur that < :rain, uut tho Price in consoquence is also so very much 
dimiuishcd that a loss upon the Cargoes contracted for must be 
ino,itablc. 

This loss howoYcr will be Yory trifling, and of little moment when 
compared with tho evils that must have onsued from tho Calamity 
of a l<'amino, which with tho assistanco of Providence the Com• 
mission has been instrumental in averting from the Colony. 

As in all engagements entcrccl into by the Commissioners for 
foreign supplies, tho specific numl.Jer of mouths to feed, of Inhaui­
tants, of the Army, and of tho Navy, wero always taken into 
considoratiun, it was deeme<l just in closing the proceedings that 
the romairnlor of the Rice on hand shoul1l I.Jo proportional.Jly clivicled 
among theso three Departments. The Nutilda'8 cargo was the only 
part of this Grain of any consequonce, consisting of l,G00,000 
})Olllllls or thereabouts, aIHl the part assignecl for the Inhal.Jitants 
lieing a full half the Commissioners rccumrnem1e1l that 800,000 
]>U\lll(]s of the said rice Rhoul<l I.Jc set apart for Colonial use and 
that H0,000 1:i. ·dollars of ..icw ]>aper money should I.Jo fahricate<l 
as ]layme11t for the same, the sai1l sum to he clcstroyed as soon as 
tlu: rico who, e ntlne it roprn entcd ;;hould be consumed. 

The ,\1lmiral h:,Yin!:.( at n time of crreut scarcity aYailed himself 
of the opport1111ity of JlU!l'hasing an accideutal supply of Jtice out 
or :rn India :-;hip in l<'alse Bay, tt]l(l havin.'..( in consequence a very 
largn quantity of thi. ( :min on hall(!, recpw ·te1l that he might he 
:tllcm1:<l to forego his full proportion of this Cargo, which was 
<·011 , i,!cn"l at a sixth part, and to tako only ahout 1.i0,000 ponrnls, 
a propo al to which Your Honor scorning to concur, the Commis-

io1u•1-s eon l!l 11ut object. 
The Co1111 11i , ary <:c11cral agn•c:thlc to Your Honor's Commands 

has rPCl'i, cd t h1• n• t of the <'argo for 1 he use of His )fajcsty's 
Troop, whic•h part l1a b • •11 fnnh1•r i111•rpa Pel to 011e ~I ill ion 

I, :.! 

 

 



148 Records of thr Cape Uolony. 

pounds, being a supply of two years for 5,000 Men at the rate of 
two pounds a week for each Man, Payment for this Hice to he 
made by monthly instalments as it shall be consumed by the 
Troops. 

The remaining small quantity of this grain has heen sold by 
public auction in order that the Proceedings and the Accounts of 
the Commission may he finally closed. 

These Proceedings are accompanied with an abstract account of 
each particular transaction and a general account of profit an<l lrn,s 
by which Your Honor will perceive that at the same time the 
Commissioners endeavoured to supply the Inhauitants with bread 
at a fair and reasonable rate they were equally attentive to the 
interests of His Majesty's Government, their plan being that of 
affording relief to the Colony without creating any additional 
charge on the Treasury. How far they have been able to effect 
this, their proceedings and accounts ·will clearly point out. Had 
no interference taken place in their transactions, nor engagements 
been made without their knowledge, the whole concerns ,vould 
have been closed in the Colony without any expense to Govern­
ment whatsoever ; but as many unlooked for supplies were sent 
out both from India and Englnn<l of which no Invoices were 
received, an account for these supplies will remain to be settled 
in London between the Government an<l the Honorable :East In<lia 
Company. The gre:i,test part of these supplies except the rice have 
been delivered over to the Commissary General, who will of course 
account for the same. 

For tho manner in which the several articles of Rice, ·wheat, 
}'lour, and Biscuit remaining on hand at this date have been 
disprn;ed of, Your Honor will l,e pleased to refer to the l)ro­
ccc<lingH of the Co1111niHKion for a detaile<l account. I have &c. 

(Signed) ,ToIIN BARROW, 

Hecretary to the Commission. 

l I <lo not think it necessary to copy tho very lengthy accounts 
aimexed to this letter, as there is notlti11g of importan('e in them 
that cannot lJe galherc<l from other papers published in this 
series.-G. 1\1. T. j 
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[Copy.] 

!Jfinnl1'$ of the proceedings of a special and snpreme Com1nission 
appointed by Gorcmment for regulating the Consumption of 
grain in the Colony, and for supplying it with provi~ions dlltiny 
the present Scareil!J. 

Friday, February the 27th 1801. 

In couse11uence of the failure of the late Harvest and the too 
well grounded apprehensions uf an approaching scarcity of gmiu, 
it was thought expedient on the part of His Honor l\fajur General 
Dundas, the Lieutenant Governor, Vice Admiral Sir Hoger Cmtis, 
and other principal Officers of His Majesty's Government, and 
respectable Inhabitants of this Colony to take into their must 
serious consideration the state of the Country, and to assemble, in 
order to consult antl to deliberate upon such measures as micrht 
appear best calculated to obYiate the eYil, and to alleviate at least, 
if not altogether prevent, the dreadful Calamities of a famine. 

For this purpose a deputation of two Gentlemen, the Secretary 
of the Colony and His l\fajesty's :Fiscal, yesterday waited on IIis 
Excellency Sir George Yonge the Governor, with a request that he 
would be pleased to invest the Gentlemen who were proposed to 
form the Commission with full powers to adopt, and carry into 
execution, such measures and Regulations as might appear to them 
most effectual to answer the intended purpose. 

These Gentlemen reported, on their return, That His Excellency 
the Governor was pleased to approve of the measure proposed, to 
confirm the nomination or- the Gentlemen who were to form the 
commission, to onler a proclamation to be drawn up, inrnsting the 
said Cummfasiuner:, with full powers in every thing that related to 
the Supply and Consumption of proYisions for the Colony, fully 
ratifying and confirming all acts whatsoever of the special Com­
mission so appointed that might in any way relate to the supplying 
of the Inhabitants and the Troops with food during the Continuance 
of Scarcity in the Colony. 

AgreealJle to the Order of His Excellency the Governor the 
following proclamation was llrawn up, read, approved and signetl 
by His Excellency the Oovernor, and countersigned by the 
SeercLary of ihe Colony:-

Whereas the result of the cn<1uiries lately made as to the 

I 
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quantity of Grain in the Colony renders it absolutely neccRsary to 
have immediate recourse to the most prompt, active, and decisive 
Measures, in order to prevent as much as pom,ihle the evils of 
Scarcity, I have therefore judgeJ. it expedient, until further orders, 
to appoint the several Gentlemen hereafter named, as a :;peeial and 
supreme Commission, to deliberate upon and to cause to he put 
into execution, all such measures of precaution or othenvise as 
they or a Majority of them may after due deliberation think 
proper or necessary for the furtherance of the great object of this 
Commission. 

And I hereby fully authorize and empower the several Gentle­
men hereafter named, or the Majority of them, to take all such 
steps, and make all such rules, orders, or Ilegulations, as they after 
mature counsel and deliberation may judge necessary or expedient 
to adopt, in consequence of the present scarcity of Grain in the 
Colony, and I hereby most fully ratify and confirm all acts whatever 
of this special Commission by these presents appointed, that may 
in any way relate to the supplying the Inhabitants with Foml 
during the continuance of Scarcity in the Colony, the said Com­
mission reporting to me daily or as often as may be necessary, their 
proceedings, and all persons whomsoever are to take notice anJ. to 
pay strict obedience to all such orders, or Regulations, as the said 
Commission may think proper to make or ordain for the purpose 
before mentioned. 

The following Gentlemen to form the said Commission :-

His IIoxoR TUE LIEUTEXANT GOVEltNOR, 

AmmtAL Sm IlocER Cu1tTrs, 

A. DARNAitD, EsQRR, Seer •tary of the Colony, 
0. G. DE WET, EsQRE., President of the Court of Justice, 
W. S. YA::f IlYNEVELD, ESQltE., :Fiscal, 
J. H. GREENE, EsQ1m., 

P. L. CLOETE, EsQJtE., and 
J. BARROW, EsQrm., Secretary to the Commission. 

Given under my Hand & Seal, Castle of Good Hope, this :lGth 
day of February 1801. 

(Signed) GEO. YON(;J<;. 

By Command of His Excellency the Governor & Commander in 
Chief. 

(Signed) A. BARN.urn, Sccrntary. 
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Having proceeded thus far, the Commissioners considered it 
their duty, in a matter of such serious and important concern, 
to loso no time, anu accordingly met at ten o'clock this morning 
in oruer to deliberate on the subject, when to their great surprize 
and astonishment Mr. Barnard, the Colonial Secretary, produced 
a Letter from His Excellency the Governor stating that it was 
His Excellency's desire that the Commission he had signed 
yesterday might not be published, or, if published, might be 
cancelled, as he meant to issue a different one for the same 

purpose. 
In consequence of this extraordinary notice, the Commis-

sioners after serious deliberation came to the following resolu-

tion:-
That a deputation consisting of Major General Dundas, Admiral 

Sir Hoger Curtis, Andrew Barnard Esquire, and His Majesty's 
fiscal be again requested to wait on His Excellency the Governor 
for the purpose of impressing on his mind the importance of the 
subject and the absolute necessity of some immediate and deci~ive 
steps being taken in order to prevent the horrors and calamities of 
a famine; and also to put into his hands a paper of which the 
following is a Copy :-

General statement of the length of time that the present quantity of 
grain in the Colony will suffice for the Consumption of the 
Army, Navy, and Inhabitants, from a calculation made upon 
the best possible infun&ation that could be obtained on the subject, 
the result of U'hich u·as as follows :-

That the quantity of grain in the Colony, supposing no waste or 
loss upon the calculation, and that each person consumed no more 
than one pound a day, is not suiiicient for five months, conse­
quently five months consumption, at least, remain still to be 

provided for. 
It wa upon the strength of this most alarming fact that the 

unclersigued Gm1tlemen conceive<l it their duty to meet and 
delilierate upon such measures as might appear best calculated 
to a, crt the horrors allll ,lrea,lful consequences to His Majesty's 
Government, and the Colony at large, of an impending famine. 
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The first step they took was to depute two Gentlemen, tl10 
Secretary of the Colony and the Fiscal, to wait on Your Excellency 
to suggest their motives, to obtain Your Excellency's acquiescence 
to such a measure, and to request full powers to act in every thing 
that related to the subject; to all which Your Excellency was 
pleased to assent, approving and ratifying the same by a formal 
proclamation signed by yourself and countersigned by the Secretary 
of the Colony. 

Upon the faith of this public Instrument, and feeling the 
pressure of the moment, the undersigned Gentlemen, named in the 
proclamation, met this morning in order to proceed without loss of 
time on this momentous and important business, when to their 
great surprize the Secretary of the Colony communicated his 
having received written instructions from Your Excellency that 
it was Your Excellency's desire that the Commission you hacl 
signed yesterday might not be publishe<l or, if published, that it 
might be cancelled, as you meant to issue a different one for tlte 
same purpose. 

Under these very peculiar circumstances, the two Memhers who 
are at tho hea<l of the two departments upon which the safety and 
defence of the Colony depend, cannot avoid feeling it their more 
especial duty to be assurecl on what ground they arc to fuuucl their 
hopes of the manner in which the several departments arc to be 
supJ_Jlied with brea<l <luring the five months for \\ hid1 no provision 
is yet made; the others feel for them ch-cs and the Community at 
large. The whole therefore huml,ly desire Your Excellency, 
keeping in your recollection the imminent danger ,Yith whieh this 
Colony i~ threatenml, will he plea. eel to communicate to the under­
signed the mc:isures you mean to rulopt, ac, the <lelay, even of au 
hour, in our present situation may lJC attended with most fatal 
effects. 

The undersigned cannot conclude without expressing to Your 
Excellency how much they lament that Your Excellency, hy 
setting aside the Commission, has testified that in your judgment, 
they were deemed improper persons fur transacting the important 
concern upon which depends the lives of so many thousand fellow 
creatures. They wish that those whom Your E:\.scellcncy may 
appoint may be more zealous ancl bei,ier rprnlified for the purpose 
than they are. For themselves however they cannot help thinking 
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that their rank, character, and situation render them more compe­
tent to execute so important a trust than any other persons in this 
Colony. 

(Signed) F. DUNDAS, 

R CUllTIS, 

A. B.rn.·.rnn, 
0. G. DE WET, 

\V. S. VA.- n,:rnVELl>, 

i>. L. CLOETE, 

J. II. GltEEXF., 

J onx n,urnow, Secretary 
for the Commi sion. 

Friday, 27th February, One O'Clock. 

These Gentlemen, on their return, reported to the Uonunis:-iion 
that, after a discussion of some length, His Excellency was please<l 
to confirm the original Commission, and desired them to lll'oceed 
in the necessary bu ines. . He also informed them that he had 
already dispakhcd the Ship Ludy Yonge of 230 Tons burden to 
Hio de Janeiro; and the Lm uliA to Bengal, with the most pre~~iug 
Letters to the Governor 'eneral of that Settlement; that in 
ml1lition to the said Ship two others if possiule should ue taken up 
there and sent (lircctly to this place with Hice, he authorize1l also 
the Seerctary of the Colony, in presence of the d1•putatiun, to con­
clude a contraet with 1\Ir. Hogan for the Ship ,lfa/i/,/11 of twehe 
hurnlre(l Tons bunlen, now iu Ta1>le lkty, to proceed to 1\fa1lms ; 
and at the same time also to enter i11to a contra<.:t with the mv11cfs 
of the ~hip Suit1t J[,,,.ti11, now in the llay, to procec1l to the 
Island of SaiuL Catherine, ou the Coast of Br.11.il, for a Car"O of 
Hice. 

This report being 111:ule to tlie (' ,mmissioner,;, they a1ljonrnt•1l 
till ten o'clock Lo11101Tow mornin•r, Lo the Conueil Ho0111 of the 
Burgher 1-\eaale House. 

S11t11rd,1y, '28th Frln·11111·y 1801. 

.AL a Meeting of the Cununi~ ioncrn heltl thi. day iu the ('ouncil 
Ilomn of the Burgher Senate House, as one of lhe iin;L arnl mo::;L 
necessary steps to 1Je taken, a eonlrnci was entered into and con-
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eluded with Mr. Robinson on the part of the Owners of the Rhip 
Siiint JJ[artin, that the said Ship should immediately be got rea<ly 
iu oruer to proceed to the Island of Saint Catherine on the Coast 
of Brazil for a Cargo of nice, Wheat or Flour on the following 
Conditions :-

That the Owners of the saiu Ship shall consiuer themselves 
bounu to deliver a Cargo of Rice, Wheat or flour at Lhe Cape of 
Good Hope, for which Cargo, if Rice they bhall be paiu at the rate 
of ten Rixdollars paper Currency for every hundred. pournls Dutch 
Weight, and for either of the two Articles of Wbeat or flour, they 
shall be paiu in the same proportion above the prime cost, as the 
aforesaid price of ten Rixdollars for the nice shall exceed the 
Original Cost of that Article : Authentic V ouehers to be produced 
that all the Articles have been purchased at the Current prices in 
the Country. The several Articles to be goou in their quality and 
to be delivered at the Cape in good condition. It was moreover 
agreed on t,he part of the Commissioners that provided the said 
Ship should arrive at the Cape in the Month of July next, or 
before Lhat period, with a Cargo consisting of four hundred Tons 
of Hice, Wheat or flour, the Owners of the said Ship should be 
entitled to a premium of five thousantl Hix dollars paper Currency ; 
but that if in case the said Ship brought only one hundred Tons, 
they were to receive a premium of One thousand Rixdollars, of 
two hundred Tons, two thousantl Rixtlollars, of three humlred 
Tons, three thousand Hixdollars, and if four hundretl Tons or 
upwards, then as before mentioned, the sum of five thousarnl Hix­
dollars, the Government to be responsible for Lhe CusLom House 
duties and expences of landing the Cargo. 

And the Commissioners also closed with Mr. Hogan an agree­
ment for the Ship JJ[atilda, namely, That the said Ship should 
proceed direct to Madras for the purpose of taking in there a 
Cargo of Hice for this Colony, the sai(l nice to he delivered on the 
Wharf of Table Bay, at Lhe raLe of Nine Rixdollars arnl a half 
paper Currency for each hundred pounds Dutch Weight, the 
Government paying Lhe Customary DuLies. 

The several parties having agree<l to the aforesaid conditions, 
the secretary of the Colony, with the approbation of the Governor, 
was requested to prepare the usual antl necessary papers for the 
purpose. 

The Commissioners then proceeded to make certain internal 
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regulations concerning the distribution of Bread when, as a 
necessary step to be previously taken, it was Ilesolved :-

That Notice be given to the \Vykmaslers of the several Districts 
of the Town to attend the Commission at the Burgher Senate 
House on Mornlay Morning next at 10 o'clock, in order to receive 
certain instructions from the Commission. 

l{esol ved : That an immediate stop be put to the brewing of 
Beer in the Colony, and that the Brewers be directed to give an 
account on Oath of the quantity of Wheat in their JJOssession to a 
Commission that shall be appointed to receive the same. 

Resolved: That His Majesty's l<'iscal be requested to take an 
account on Oath from the Contractors of \Vynberg and Muysen­
burg for serving the Troops on those Stations, of the quantity of 
\Yheat in their possession; ancl that Mr. P. J. Truter Member of 
the Court of Justice and Mr. 0. Bergh of the Burgher Senate do 
the same from all the Inhabitants of Simons Town. 

Adjourned to Monday next at 10 o'clock. 

l,fo,iday the 2nd l,farch 1801. 

The Wykmasters, or \V ~dens of the several "\Vards of the Town, 
this day attended the Commission, and were invested with orders 
and full authority to make out a Capitation list of all the inhabi­
tants of eYery description residing ,vithin their respective \Varcls, 
in the course of tomorrow the 3rd inst. if possible, and it was 
strongly recommendeu to them at the same time to caution every 
individual giving in his account, to do it with such accuracy t~at 
he should be able, if called upon by a Special Commission, to con­
firm the same on oath. 

Mr. Van Rcenen the Brewer appeared before the Commission 
and declPrc<l that, he had no wheat in his possession, and only One 
hundred Muids of 13arley for which <1uanlity he was direcLcd to 
consider himself responsible to the Commission when called upon, 
and he received orders at the same time tu purchase no more grain 
whatsoever for the present. 

On a reconsideration of the Steps that had been taken and of the 
sources from whence a supply of grain might be looketl for, in­
dependent of the quantity now actually in the Colony, ,vhich could 
not Le extended on the most moderate and saving calculation 
Leyornl the period of firn months, the Commissioners were of 
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opinion that prudence required them to enter into engagement; for 
an additional tonnage of Sllipping, in order to import rice, wheat 
or flour into the Colony. The reasoning on which they grounclcd 
their opinion was the following :-

They considered that Six Months consumption of Ikead very 
nearly, was still to be provitlecl for a number of persons noL 
less than twenty thousand, which on an allowance of only one 
pountl a day Dutch weight, without loss or waste, woultl n.111uirc 
about 1800 Tons. The engagements alrea<ly cntcretl into were as 
follows:-

Tiy His Excellency } 
the Governor 

Tiy the Commissioners} 
with the Authority 
of Government 

Lady Yungc to Hio Janeiro 
Lu!Jalist to Bengal 

St. Martin to St. Catherine 
1{fatilda Lo Mauras 

2:30 Tous 
5C0 ., 

l\Iaking in the whole 2380 Tuns 

Supposing therefore that all these hips shoultl arrive in safety, 
and with full Cargoes, there would remain only a surplus of G80 
Tons alJove the quantity that tho most economical e.·pcrnlitmc 
would al>solutely re,piire ucfore the next harvest, and it ,rns also 
consi,lercd that a <1wmlity, exceeding the allOYe rneutiuned surplus, 
would be a desirnl>le ac,1ui~itio11 Lo the Colony, l>y enal,ling the 
gornrnmcnt, in all probalJility, iu the com-,;e of lll' ·t year Lo lay 
up a stock of \\'heat e<1uirnlcnt tu the qu:mliLy of Hice distriuuted 
as a substitute. 

As to the two Rhips for which application had hecn made l,y 
His Ex.cellcncy the ( :ovcrnor io lhe ( :m eraor ( knPral of Bengal, 
nu reasun::i.ule hopes could he eukrlainl~d of their arrival, as ev<Jry 
Ship at Bengal has lleoa taken up fur the purpose of ir:m:;poJt.ing 
troops fur :Military 1.mrposcs iu India, or fur carryiug Hice Lo 
Euglaml. 

On these Considerations the Commissioners enter ·,l into the 
follov,iug agreement with Mr. 1 Iogau fur the Ship Fanny of 
280 Tons: That the sai,l flhip procee,l immediately iu the 'oa-;l 
of Coromanucl for a Cargo of Hice Two lnrn1ln,11l Tims of which 
Mr. Hogan engages to deliver on the \Vh u-f of Table nay on or 
heforu the 15th of .Tuly next, at the rate of .. 'inc arnl a half lti.-­
<lollars fur One hundred pou111ls l)ukh \Vei ◄ rhl, lo be pail! for on 

 

 



delivery; tho remainder of the Cargo to be reserYed for himself, 
as a upply to enaulc him to fulfil his Contract for sening the 
NaYy. 

He,;ohed: That the Colonial Secretary be requested to wait on 
IIis Excellency tho GoYemor to obtain his concunence with the 
above engagement, and to allow the noces,;ary stops to be taken in 
onlcr to enable the said 8hip to proceed on her Y oyage to India. 

At the ~amo time they agreed also with lhc approbation of the 
Oovernor with l\Ir. Hogan for the Ship JJ01l C'acta ,1a to proceed to 
the Coa~t of Brazil for a Cargo of Hice, wheat or flour, to he 
<leli\-cred at the wharf of Table Bay, the Hice at, Nine Rixdollars 
and a half for every hundre<l pounds Dutch weight, :tll(l the wheat, 
and flour in proportion to the first, cost, of those articles. 

Adjourned till tomonow the 3rd Inst. at 10 o'clock. 

1'11csday 'Jrcl J,[cuch 1801. 

The Commis inners having assomhlotl, a long and serious dis­
cussion took place on the measure of reducing the weight of bread, 
from one pournl and a half the loaf to one pournl, continuing lhe 
rnmal pi-ice; at the same time of rai~ing t,he price of wheat in 
an ccprnl proportion to the Bakers, whereby a fund might be 
estali]ishetl in onlcr to recompense such farmers as had alrea(ly 
lironght up their grain to the Cape ; lmt tho importance of these 
nwa lll'CS <lemanding must, serious awl deliberate consideration it 
was lhon1rht aclvi<::alilo to adjourn the rnecliug till tomorrow at 
IO o'clock ,1 ithuut, taking auy decisi vo step on the suLjects before 
them. 

1Vrd,icsday tlw -!th 1llarch l801. 

The inYcstigations of the Commission haYiug confirmed the 
rcsulL of gl'ncral l'rntuiries, arnl estalilisltell the fact that a ,cry 
~erious scarl'ity in the artido of \Vheat would very soon be felt in 
the Cohrny, it was resolve(l unanimously: 

That a prnclnmatiou be i :·med, hy approhation of His Excellency, 
stating the npce:;sity of rcllncincr the present weight of hread from 
one pot11Hl allil a half the loaf to one pound, the price of two ponce 
the loaf remaining as usual, in onlcr to procure n, saving in the 
c11u~nnq11inn of <:min and ps{:ihlisli :1 lllnn' econorniC'al use in the 
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article of Dread; That the additional profits, accruing from such 
encrease in the price of bread, be applietl towards recompensing 
those farmers who have already brought up their grain to the 
Cape, and thereby testified their readiness to comply with the first 
requisition of government; That in order to induce the farmer to 
use his utmost endeavour, at this advanced season of tho year, to 
bring up the greatest possible quantity he could spare, an advance 
of twenty Rixdollars upon the price fixed by proclamation, or the 
clear sum of Sixty Rixdollars, should be paid for any waggon load 
delivered to the Commissioners of the Corn Magazine, or according 
to certificates granted by them, on or before the last day of April 
next ensuing. 

A proclamation to this effect being drawn up, ancl approved Ly 
the Governor, the Commissioners caused the seYeral Bakers of 
Cape Town to appear before them and to render, on oath, an 
account of the quantity of wheat and flour in their possession, 
upon which quantity they were directed to pay into the hands of 
the Treasurer of the Corn Magazine the Sum of thirty four Hix­
dollars and a half, being tho difference l>etween the present price 
of forty ii.Ye all(l a half Hixdollars, and the proposed aclvanced 
price of Eighty Hix<lollars for every load of wheat and flour, for 
it was fuurnl, on accurate calculation, that tho Baker Ly paying 
80 Uixc1ollars for a load of wheat, arnl selling one pound of lirea<l 
fur two pence, clerivecl a greater profit than liy selling one pournl 
aucl a half of lJJ'eacl for two J><'ll< 'l', ancl paying only forty five an<l 
a half ltix<lollars for the \Yaggun Loa<l, as will appear from the 
Statement here rna1le: 

A loa<l of wheat is 1800 lhR. all(l will produce 2700 ]hs. of 
liread. 2700 lliH. at 2d. J>(ir ll>. is 112 H11H. l Sk. l'ric<' of the 
wheat 80 Uds. l'rofit :l:J Jtds. 4 ~k. ~,00 llis. at 11 lh. fm ~d. is 
75 Hds. Price of the \lhl'at ,i;; Jtds. 4 :-,k. Profit ~U Hds. 4 ~k. 
l liffrn·1H·e in favour of the Baker hy the 11 ·w regnlaLiou on every 
loa<l of'\\ heal :\ lt<ls. 

The next important ol>.i<'ct that caJlc,11 the aill•Jltion of the 
Cummissim1 was that of ascl'rlaining, ,viLlt the gn·atest possilile 
degree of accuracy, the <1umitity of grain Rlill relllaiuiug in th0 
Conutry l>istriets, a]l(l \\hat proportion of it cm1l<l alisolutl'ly l>e 
lirought up to Cape Town l>cfore the commencernent of the 
ploughing Season. }'or this purpose 1\fr. ,T. ,J. Vos, Burghl•r 
i::,enalor, ,ms re<1uesletl tu proceed \lillw11t delay into the ('om1try 

 

 



Records of the Cape Colony. 159 

Districts '\Yith Instructions from the Commission to ascertain from 
the several grain farmers 

1. Tho quantity of grain remaining on hand on the 1st January 
1801, of the former harvest. 

2. The returns of the last harvest. 
3. The quantity sold and delivered thereof, and to whom. 
4. The quantity required as seed for the present year. 
5. The quantity required for their own Consumption at the rate 

of a poull(l weight of wheat ( or other grain in tho same proportion) 
for each per:,;on in a family upwards of eight years of age, and for 
Children under that age half a pound a day to each. 

G. Aml to give directions that the lJalance then remaining be 
sent up immediately to Cape Town or kept in reservation according 
as Mr. Vos should determine, who however was enjoined, by his 
Instructions, to use every possible exertion in sending up an 
immediate supply to the Cape. 

And the said Mr. Vos was further authorized to declare to all 
the Cultivators of grain that, in order to encourage those who had 
exortcd themselves in bringing up their grain on the first re­
quisition of Government at the price then fixed by proclamation, 
His Excellency the Governor and Commander in Chief, at the 
recommendation of the supreme Commi~Rion, has been pleased to 
order that the said farmers who baYe thus Lrought up their grain 
shall receive, over and ahove the sai(l price, the Sum of ten Hix­
dollars for each loacl of \Vheat so delivered, and that for all wheat 
hrnught up liefore the last of April next ensuing they ~hall be 
paid a clear :.;ixty Hixdollars for every "\Vaggon Loa(1. 

All([ the sai(l l\fr. Vos is also very particularly directed to take 
11otice, in the courne of his Conu11ission, of such farmers as may 
not ha\e complie(l with the onlers of govcrnnw11L requiring them 
to bring up, in the l>e;,;inniug of the Year, at least one half' of their 
grain, and that ho report upon tho same to the l'om111ission. 

lnstrndions at the same time were (lrnwn up for the Landdrost 
of 8tellenboseh, directing him to make such Hegulations as 
appeared to the C,.Hnrnis,ion l,est cakultttc(l to less('ll the con­
sumption of gmin in the villages of 8tcllcnl,osch aiHl the l'a:ul and 
al~o among the CultiYators of 1.ho \\'inc in his Jli,;trict, the said 
L:uHldrost h:tYing made a demarnl from the Commission of 1400 
mui(ls "hieh he stated would he re(p1ired for his drostdy or village. 

Adjourue(l till tomorrow at 10 o'clock. 
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l,fonday 5th l,larch. 

The next consideration that engaged the attention of the Com­
mission was that of maki11g such an arrangement respecting the 
0 lficers and Soldiers lodging in the Town, and for the difforcn t 
Mess ltooms as might prevent any unnecessary consumption of 
hread, which regulations Major General Dundas, after consulting 
some of the principal Officers of the Garrison, undertook to make 
for that purpose. 

And at the same time by the Sui,!gestion of Admiral Sir Roger 
Curtis, it was ordered that none of the Officers nor Men belonging 
to any of His Majesty's Ships or to Merchantmen, nor any of the 
artificers or other workmen from the said Rhips, employed on 
shore, should lie allowed to pnrcha,Hl fresh Bread from any of the 
Bakers or other persons, l.Jut to draw their provisions from their 
rcspecli ve ships. 

The Commission having takr.n a retrospective view of tho 
Consumption of Hrea<l in Cape Town from the hcginning of the 
present year, fouml that in the month of ,January it arnounte<l, 
in one week, to lMi,000 pournls, hy certain regulations then 
eslal,fohl d the weekly cousnmptirm wn:-; re<lnce<l on the 2nd l?elJY. 
to 1~8,2:rn ponrnls, and still further in the last week to l'.H,S(Hi 
pounds. 

]from the Capitation Lists <leliverc<l to the Commission by the 
\Vykmastcrs of tlH' several \\Tanls it appearc<l that the population 
of the Town, exclui-i,e of the Sul1nrlii-:, amounted to lG,318 persons, 
of whom 2,840 \\'l'I'<' Chil<lren unilcr the age of eight Years; from 
whence may be <leii veil a still further saving of lm•a<l, hy allowin.~ 
to each grown pen,on a pmrn1l, and to each cl1il<l half a ponnd a, 

<lay, agrcealJle to the new rcgnlaLions proposc1l and adopted hy the 
Conunission the \Vecldy Consumption will in this case be reduce![ 
to 10-1-,~SG pounds. And as many indrnle<l on the Lists are 
fort!igners arnl occasional ,isilors, it is cuncei ,e<l that a saving of 
l,rnad may Le extended Htill further, for which purpose a Apecial 
ConnnisHion, consisting of the Fiscal, 1\fr. II. de Wet, and Mr. Cloctc 
was appointed, ,,ith iustrnctious to class the lnliahilants of the 
Town into eight several J livisions, conc:sponding with the nnm her 
of the public Bakers, to c:tll every hon, ehohler Lefore thorn, in 
or!lcr to ascertain from eaeh how 11mch l.Jread less than his state1l 
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nllowancc of one pound to each person he may be able, by making 
use of other food, to save to the public. This Commission re­
quiring several days for its accomplishment, the meeting was 
adjourned till further notice. 

T11csclay 10th 1'fa1'Ch 1801. 

A general meeting of the Commissioners was held this day, 
when the Capitation lists, methodically arranged and divided into 
classes according to the number of public Bakers in the Town, 
were presented by the aforesaid Gentlemen composing the special 
Committee for that purpose, and the plan being unanimously 
approved, it was resolved-

That the following public notice, containing the Ilules and 
negulations proposed by the Supreme Commission to be in future 
observed with regard to the distribution of Bread during the con­
tinuance of a scarcity of th.at article in the Colony, be presented 
to His Excellency the Uovernor for his approuation, and that he 
1,e requcste<l to ratify and confirm the same by proclamation. 

Ad rrrtiscm cnt. 

The supreme and special Commission appointed to regulate the 
consumption of grain, having in the first instance adopted such 
measures as were considered to be most effectual to procure a 
speedy supply of rice, wheat, or flour from abroad; and also, at 
the same time, held out such encouragement to the farmer to 
bring up to Cape Town his remaining stock of grain, before the 
expiration of the month of April, as cannot fail to induce him to 
use his utmost exertions to that effect, proeeecled, in the next 
place, to make such rules and regulations with regard to the 
consumption of the grain on hand, and to estahlii-;h such an equit­
able mode of distribution in the article of Bread, that each indi­
viclual should he supplier! with his just and proper share, and altho 
a gradual and very considerable diminution has already taken 
place in the consumption of Bread since the commencement of the 
present Y car, in consequence of ccrtnin regulation9 made on this 
subject, yet as many griernus abuses arnl irregularities still prevail, 
sueh as the richer classes of people taking more from the Bakers 
than they lrnYe adnally occnsion for, al llw same tilne that tho 

1~ y 
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poor are not able to purchase a loaf of bread, while many have 
been imprudent and improvident enough to feed their horses, 
poultry, and other kinds of live stock with bread and corn, the 
Commissioners have thought proper to take such measures as are 
most likely in future to prevent such abuses, and as the Army aml 
Navy haYe most readily and cheerfully acquiesced in the orders of 
their respective Commanders for a diminution of the establishe<l 
allowance of bread, it is to be hoped that all the Inhahitants of 
this Colony will with equal readiness obey the rules laid down by 
the Supreme Commission, one great aim of which is that every 
individual of every description may be enabled to procure his just 
proportion of bread without obstruction or diliiculty. 

·For the attainment of this object, the Commissioners have caused 
an accurate account to be taken of the number of persons supplied 
in each house, and having assigned the proportionate quantity of 
each family, have made out eight distinct lists, for the eight several 
Bakers of Cape Town, on which lists all the heads of families, by 
name and number, are assigned to such Bakers as they, by their 
own declaration, have been accustomed to deal with, while those 
who have not used any fixed Baker are distributed among the 
eight lists in such a manner as seems to be most conrnnient and 
expedient. 

The public therefore are hereby informed that every householder 
will receive a Card or Ticket, signed by His Majesty's Fiscal, 
containing 

1. The name of the person buying or sending for bread. 
2. The Letter and number under which he is placed on the 

baker's list. 
3. The name of the Baker who is appointed to supply him. 
And as the benefit to the public that, it is hoped, will result 

from these measures must greatly depend upon their being strictly 
observed and duly executed, the Commissioners, with the approba­
tion of His J;:xcellency the Governor and Commander in Chief, 
require and order 

1. That the Bakers shall not sell or deliver any bread to any 
person whomsoever, but to such as stand on their respective lists, 
or to their servants deputed by them, who at the same time shall 
daily shew the said Ticket. 

2. That the Baker shall deliver every l\fornin~, within the 
appointed hours, to snch persons th ,fr whole proportion of l>r<'a<l if 
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required by them, as stated opposite their names on the list, but 
not more, on penalty to such an amount as shall be hereafter 
awarded. 

3. That any person not chusing to take his stipulated allowance 
of bread may be at liberty to receive from the Baker as much less 
than that allowance as be pleases. 

4. That the Baker shall daily, at ten o'clock in the morning, 
give in to the :Fiscal a written return of the number of loaves he 
may have delivered that morning and of the quantity remaining on 
his hand. 

5. That no Raker shall consume in his own family more than 
what is allowed to him and stated in the said list opposite to his 
name. 

G. That no person shall fetch or send for his Bread at any other 
B11ker's, but as directed in his Card or Ticket. 

7. That no person shall transfer his C<trd or right to buy bread 
to any other person out of his family, nor to trade with his bread, 
but to use the same for himself and his family. 

8. That all those who take lodgers or boarders, foreigners or 
others, and have comprized them in the number of their family, 
shall on the departure of them, or any of them, give notice thereof 
to the Commission, in order that the same may be struck off the 
list. 

9. That the same be observed in the case of deaths. 
10. That on the other hand when any family happens to be 

encreased, the Commissioners will be ready to make a pro­
portionate addition to the list, on proper application for that 
purpose. 

11. That all persons who may hire out Slaves, not fed by them, 
shall also give notice thereof in order to prevent such Slaves from 
being comprized in l1is lists. 

12. And ev.ery person whomsoever is hereby most seriously 
reminded of the proclamation of the 4th December 1800, for­
bidding the use of corn or bread for the purpose of feecling any 
kind of cattle or live stock, and especially the ,Tavan"se and people 
of Colour who are known to b' in the practice of feeding their 
poultry with bread; for they may rest assured that on every 
detection of such offences they shall lie instantly tied to the Pump 
l'o.-t and severely whipped. 

U. Anrl lastly a11 Bakers are herehy informetl that they are not 
:II 2 
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obliged to deliver any bread to any person whomsoever without 
ready payment, selling upon trust being at their own discretion. 

And whereas these Regulations are made with a view of ob­
taining two great objects, namely first an exact and just distribu­
tion of the article of Bread to every Individual, and secondly to 
effect the greatest possible saving of the necessary food, the im­
portance of which must be strongly felt by all those who will for a 
moment take the trouble to reflect on the subject, the Commis­
sioners therefore are willing to think that the Inhabitants of the 
Colony, all and individually, will be properly disposed to con­
tribute, as much as in them lies, to the attainment of these grand 
objects, by every Householder observing, and causing to be ob­
served by his family, the strictest economy with regard to the 
expenditure of Bread, to make shift without taking the whole of 
what is allowed to him, substituting on every occasion other food 
in its place, a measure particularly recommended to the wealthier 
part of the Inhabitants, who with the public at large are assured 
that the Supreme Commission can derive no greater satisfaction 
for the troublesome and important task assigned to them than to 
find that their labors have been assisted by the ready and cheerful 
co-operation of Ghe Inhabitants at large; and that by Divine 
assistance the calamity of a want of Bread, with which this Colony 
was severely threatened, may be averted, and the great ouject of 
the Commission hereby attained. 

(Signed) Jo11N B.\.RROW, Secretary. 

These Regulations being approved by the Governor, a proclama­
tion was issued, awarding a penalty not exceelling five hundred 
Rixdollars, and not less than fifty, to be inflicted on all persons 
who shall be found to transgress any one of the articles contained 
therein. 

Adjourned to :Friday the 13th March. 

Friday 13th Afanh. 

Agreeable to the plan proposed at the preceding meeting and 
approved by the Governor, the Commissioners met this day in 
order to examine the Bakers lists, and had the sntisfaction to find 
that in consequence of their Regulation~, which firRt took effect 
this morning, and their recommendation to the lnhabitantR to 
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endeavour if possible to dispense with a still smaller proportion of 
Bread than their proper share, a reduction had taken place of 
nearly one sixth part of the whole quantity allowed for the Town 
and its environs, the number of loaves ordered to be baked for this 
day being 16,356, and the number issued 14,280, difference in one 
day 2,076 loaves, which amounts to more than one day's allowance 
in every week or two months nearly in the year. 

This circumstance, flattering to the labors of the Commission, 
and so much to the credit of the Inhabitants, was considered as a 
proper subject for public information, and was accordingly com­
municated in the following 

Advertisement. 

It is with infinite satisfaction the members composing the 
Supreme Commission observe that the recent regulations for the 
economical and impartial distribution of Bread have already been 
attended with the happiest effects. 

The ordinary Consumption of the Town and its environs appears 
to be diminished nearly one sixth part. The Commissioners cannot 
sufficiently express their approbation of the very laudable conduct 
of many of the Inhabitants of the Cape who have voluntarily re­
duced their consumption below the quantity assigned by the 
regulation to their respec~ve families. The cheerful acquiesctince 
of all ranks of people to the restrictions and privations necessarily 
imposed on them reflects the highest credit on the Inhabitants at 
large, and is the most grateful reward to the Commissioners for the 
laborious task which they have undertaken to discharge. 

The Commissioners have the most confident hopes that no 
relaxations will take place in the very praiseworthy disposition 
thus shewn by the Community to give effect to the labors of the 
Commission, but on the contrary that the exertions and perse­
verance of individuals will ensure, under God's providence, the 
comfort and preservation of the whole, and avert the dreadful 
Calamity of which so much and so well founded apprehension was 
entertained. -

(Signed) Jom, B.umow, Secretary. 

Tho Commission had also the satisfaction to find that, instead of 
fourteen hundred Sacks of Corn supposed to be wanted for the 
Village of Stellenbosch, as stated by the Landdrost, it appeared 
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from the Capitation list sent in, and the quantity of Corn on hand 
in the said village, they were already in possession of more than 
three hundred Sacks above their stated allowance. 

The Commissioners being of opinion that a Stock of Corn ought, 
to be laid up, and Mr. Greene reporting that a Storehouse be­
longing to Dielman could be obtained for that purpose at the rent 
of 30 Rixdollars a month, he was requested to hire the same. 

Adjourned to Thursday 19th at 11 o'clock. 

Thnrsday Hlth J,farch. 

Mr. Greene having represented to the Commission that several 
persons from the Country had applied to the Corn Committee for 
Certificates to enable them to purchase Wheat from the farmers, it 
was resolved :-

That in consequence of late reports received from Mr. Vos it 
appears highly necessary to prohibit the farmers from delivering 
any more corn in the Country; but that the whole be brought into 
the GoYernment Ston,s, to be issued from thence only. That a Copy 
of this Resolution be sent to the Corn Committee for its informa­
tion and guidance. 

A report was received from Mr. Vos stating that he found the 
harvest had been still more defective than was thought, and that 
he had hitherto only obtained 3,941 Muids of Wheat. In con­
sequence of this information the Commissioners came to a resolutiun 
respecting the mixing of ·wheaten with Barley flour, and directions 
were given for a plan to be drawn up to that, effect. 

Saturday 21st J,farch. 

In consc 1ucnce of a Tender made hy Capt,0 • Gardner of the 
Ship Hazard for bringing, in the monLh of August,, Lo this J>ort 
a Cargo consisting of 3,000 Barrels of Wheat flour from Nort,h 
America, a meeting was summoned and Lhe following engagements 
entered into with the said Capt". Gardner:-

That the said Capt0 • Gardner shoul,l proceed with all possible 
expedition Lo America, and return from thence to Lhis ]>or(, with a 
Cargo of three thousand barrels of fine flour, so tlenominate<l in the 
Prices C1trrent ( of Lhe 12th March 1799) of America; each barrel, 
to contain two hundred pounds, and to deliver the same in good 
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-condition at the Cape of Good Hope, on or before the last day of 
August next, to be landed on the Wharf of Table or Simon's Bay 
at the rate of Sixteen Spanish Dollars a barrel of two hundred 
pounds free of import duties, the whole amount to be paid to 
Captn. Gardner or his Agents, in Spanish Dollars at this place or 
in Bills for Spanish Dollars in India. It is also understood that 
in case Captn. Gardner should not arrive before the 1st September 
he shall then be obliged to discharge his Cargo in Table Bay, 
which he is also at liberty to do whenever he arrives, if he thinks 
proper, and in case any aceident or cause should arise to prevent 
the Ship Hazard frum returning with the above mentioned Cargo, 
the said Captn. Gardner engages and binds himself to provide aud 
furnish another ship for the purpose of fulfilling this agreement, 
which is to stand good to the end of September; engaging himself 
moreover to use every exertion to return with the above Cargo as 
speedily as possible, and not to be diverted from the Contract by 
other views, but bona fide to sail from America direct for the Cape, 
and for no other Market ; for the fulfilling of all which engage­
ments Captain Gardner binds himself on his part in the penal sum 
of Ten thousand Spanish Dollars, for which Sum Michrtel Hogan 
Esqre. becomes his security. 

lffondt:ry 30th lffarch 1801. 

At a meeting held this day a report was read from 1\fr. J. J. Vos 
of the 22nd M:a.rch, from which it appears that the quantity of 
Wheat to be expected before the end of April in the great Corn 
Districts near the Cape amounts to 5,794 Muids. 

Read also a second report of Mr. Vos of the 27 th March, stating 
in addition to his former list he had acquired 1,451 muids, making 
in the whole 7,245 muids, and that there yet remained to be 
examined the districts of Breede River, Hex River, Bosjesveld, 
mver Zonder End, Goudini, and Hottentots Holland; he men­
tioned also his having commissioned Cbristr Broodryk to proceed 
into the Bokkevelcl with instructions to induce the farmers 
cl welling in that district to bring up any corn they might have to 
spare by offering them 70 Hixdollars the load, instead of 60, on 
account of the difficulty of passing the Witsenberg. The Com­
missioners having approvecl the measure gave the necessary orders 
to the Corn Committee on the sulJject. 
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The Fiscal and Mr. Cloete reported to the Commission that they 
had made the necessary arrangements respecting the consumptiou 
of grain in that part of the Country lying between Cape Town and 
Muysenlmrg; and that by taking from the farmers who had too 
much, in order to supply those who were deficient, there would lJc 
no necessity of drawing any Uom from the Magazines of the Cape 
for the use of that quarter. 

The Fiscal reported also that provisional regulations bad been 
made in Simons Town for e!Tecting a saving in the consumption 
of grain in that place. 

The weekly lists of the Bakers were examined, from whence it 
appeared that the quantity of Bread that had been ordered to be 
baked in the course of the past week was llG,%5 pounds and the 
quantity issued 98,18(i pounds, consequently there was saved out 
of the reduced allowance in seven days 18,779 pounds, equal very 
nearly to the consumption of one day and a half. 

A plan for the issuing of Barley meal to the Bakers being read 
and approved, the following proclamation was drawn up on that 
suhject and ratified by Hifl Excellency the Governor:-

Whereas the supreme and special Commission for regulating the 
consumption of grain in this (;olony have represented to rue that 
from the late reports of the Burgher Senator J. J. Vos, at present 
on a commis8ion of enquiry into the state of grain in the country, 
and with directions to cause such Wheat as the farmers might 
have to spare, after deducting the quantity required for seed and 
family consumption, to be brought up to Cape Town before the 
end of April next; it has appeared to them as a measure not only 
of precaution, hut of absolute necessity, to make such regulations 
concerning the application of Barley Meal to that of \Vheat, as 
may further prolong to this Colony the use and enjoyment of that 
most necessary article of life, bread. 

Now, for the more effectual and immediate execution of this 
measure, ancl at the recommernl:ition of the 11aicl supreme Com­
mission, I have thought proper to order, and it is accordingly 
hereby ordered, that the Inhabitants of Cape Town and it,i 
environs having in their possession any barley, either for feeding 
horses and other live stock, or for any other purpose, are required 
in such time and in such manner as will be pointed out by the 
supreme Commission, to bring the said stock of Barley well 
cleansed from sand or other impurity, into a storrhouse, where 
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for every one hundred and forty pounds of barley they shall 
receive one hundred pounds of Bran, usually called lwrt .r;ocd, from 
which the flour shall have been taken, together with fourteen 
skillings in money for the forty pounds of flour reserved by the 
Commission, that the one hundred pounds of bran may be em­
ployed by them as they shall think fit. 

And in order to enforce this regulation directed by no other 
motive than tho necessity of extending the quantity of food for 
man as much as pmisihle, I further direct 

1. That pro\ isionally and till further orders no persons residing 
in Capetown or in any other place within the distance of the 
Drostcly of Stellenbosch, or six: hours distance from Cape Town, 
shall be permitted tu feed his horses, or any sort of lirn stock 
whatsoever, with any other barley than such as from every muid 
of which, weighing one hundred and forty pound8, has been 
extracted forty pounds of flour, the latter to be employed solely as 
food for man, on penalty of confiscation of such horses or other 
live stock as shall have been fed with barley or barley meal with­
out the proper quantity of flour having previously been taken out of 
it, besides a fine of five hundred HixJollars. The above order to 
take effect in Cape Town and its environs within the distance of 
six miles in four and twenty hours from the date thereof; in the 
districts of Stellenbosch ~nd Drakenstein, and other places of the 
like distance, within five days from the date of these presents. 

Be it however understood that this Ilegulation is not in any wise 
to affect the Cornfarmers, they being allowed to continue feeding 
their cattle as usual ; it is at the same time strongly recommended 
to them, in order to save food for their fellow creatures, to follow 
the foregoing regulations as closely as possible. 

2. That all Wykmeesters, or Masters of the Wards, shall within 
three days from the publication hereof, each in his district, take 
an account of the quantity of B&rley in the possession of every 
Inhabitiint, intended for fodder or any other purpose whatever; 
an<l. as it is become extremely necessary to ascertain, in the most 
correct and expeditious manner, the quantity of Barley flour to 
be procured, in order to regulate the consumption accordingly, all 
persons are hereby warned to give the said account within the 
specified time, truly and without reserve, so as if summoned be­
fore the Commission, they may conscientiously confirm the same 
by solemn oath, on penally of firn hundred Bixdollars for every 
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muid of Barley either secreted or neglected to be stated; and the 
several W ardmasters are directed, within four days after the publi­
cation hereof to transmit to the supreme Commission their proper 
return in writing. 

3. That all persons intending to sow Barley in the Gardens or 
grounds in the neighbourhood of the Cape or elsewhere shall appear 
before the supreme Commission, in order to receive the necessary 
orders on the subject, and to signify the quantity intended to be 
sown by them, and all persons buying or receiving Barley afttir 
the publication of these presents shall give an immediate account 
thereof to the Commission, incurring, on failure thereof, the same 
penalty as above mentioned for secreting Barley. 

4. That all persons residing in the Country, and though not 
regular grain farmers, are yet in the hahit of sowing Barley, are 
within the time of three weeks to state the quantity in the Cape 
district to the Fiscal, and in the Country districts to the seYeral 
Landdrosts, and from this period till the month of October they 
shall not hold in their possession any barley in grain, or any 
ground barley without the flour being first taken out of it as above 
directed, on penalty of confiscation and a fine of twenty five Rix­
dollars for every such muid of Barley so retained. 

5. That the several farmers are hereby recommeuded to deliver 
over to the Commission their sifted barley flour between this date 
and the month of June next, for each hundred pounds of which 
they shall receive the sum of four Rixdollars and three Skillings. 

6. And that whereas information is received of some inhabitants 
of Cape Town and its environs having mixed their barley with 
oats ; in order to prevent the continuance of such indiscreet 
practices, and the evasion in fnture of these presents, it is hereliy 
directed that a separate account of the barley and oats so mixed 
shall also be given in by the Wardmaster, that the Commission 
may deliberate and resolve on the subject. And altho' it cannot 
be doubted that the well disposed part of the Inhabitants, sensible 
that measures of this nature, how strict so ever they may appear to 
be, are produced by the absolute necessity of providing food for 
man, and that they will again contribute as they have already 
cheerfully done in the case of bread, as much as in them lies, 
towards promoting the salutary object which the Commission in 
this point has in view; yet it is nevertheless certain that there 
arc persons of such contracted and selfish <lispositions as to 
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endeavour to convert to their own interest and profit those very 
measures that are now taken for the benefit of the community at 
large ; and I therefore think proper that any person under the 
smallest suspicion even of acting contrary to the present proclama­
tion, shall be subject to the strictest scrutiny of his house ; and on 
detection of having transgressed any point thereof, he shall forfeit 
to the whole value of the fines awarded to the several articles of 
this proclamation. 

And not only a Reward of a third part of the said fines, but also, 
if desired, the strictest secrecy of their names, is hereby promised 
to all persons who may be able to give any information of suc:h 
transgressions, and it is to be hoped that every indiYidual will so 
far dischm·ge his dULy towards the Community at large, as to girn 
up, without hef'litation or delay, the name of any delinquent that 
may happen to come within his knowledge or information. 

(Signed) GEO. YoXGE. 

Mr. Henry de Wet having voluntarily offered to superintend the 
grinding, sifting and delivering of the Barley meal, received bis 
instructions to proceed without delay, to engage the necessary 
people for the purpose, and to keep an account of the disburse­
ments attending this operation. 

And in order to preven~ any temporary confusion or inconvenience 
to the inhabitants, by the adoption of the above recited plan, Major 
General Dundas, with the approbation of the Governor, gave orders 
to the Commissary General to furnish an immediate supply of 2000 
Muids of Barley in order to have it ground into meal for the pur­
pose of accommodating such persons as should be called upon to 
give up their barley. 

Adjourned till tomorrow at eight o'clock. 

Tuesday 31st J1farch. 

A petition was read from the Tanners praying they might be 
allowed to purchase bran which they stated to be necessary for 
them to carry on their trade. 

The supply of Corn on hand, and the quantity yet to be brought 
up from the country, not being nearly sufficient for the Cousump­
tion of the Colony till the ensuing harvest, and tho' the most 
prudent measures had been taken that suggested themselves for 
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procuring a speedy supply from foreign Markets, yet the dangers 
and casualties to which all naval transactions in particular arc 
liable, rendered these measures uncert::iin as to their event, it 
became a subject for the consideration of the Commissioners, 
whether it might not be prudent to issue Rice to the inhabitants 
on certain days in the week, in the place of bread, but many 
difficulties presenting themselves, partly from the high price of 
that article, and partly from the apprehension of sacrificing the 
saving in the article of bread effected by the voluntary restrictions 
of the inhabitants, which saving, as already stated, was nearly 
equal to a day and half's Consumption in the week, it was post­
poned for further deliberation till next meeting. 

Adjourned to :Friday the 3rd April. 

Friday 3rd April. 

llead a report from Mr. Vos of the 31st March stating that the 
amount of Corn on his list, at this date, was 8,888 muids, to he 
expected in Cape Town before the end of the present month, and 
that hopes might be entertained of a still further supply being 
brought up after the ploughing season. 

The :Fiscal having informed the Commissioners that Mr. Blake, 
the Governor's private secretary, had acquainted him of intelligence 
being received from Rio de Janeiro from whence it appeared that 
the Ship Lady Yonge might almost daily be expected to arrive here 
with a Cargo of Rice or flour, a letter was addressed to His Excel­
lency on this subject, suggesting to his consideration that, as the 
Owners of the 8hip Henry Dllndas, formerly the St. ·!lfartin, had 
now more than a month ago declared to the Commissioners the said 
ship would be ready to sail for a cargo of Rice in a few days, and 
she is not at this time reported in readiness to depart; and in regard 
also of other measures which have been taken for obtaining supplies 
of Rice and flour, it may not now be necessary to employ that 8hip 
at all. 

To this His Excellency returned an answer of which the following 
is a Copy:-

GENTLEME~,-I have just been favoured with your letter of this 
clay's date, in which you suggest that on account of the expectation 
of the arrirnl of the Ship Lady Yonge with rice or flour, the Rhip 
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Hrnry Dundas which you had taken up for the purpose of bringing 
further supplies need not now be employed for that purpose at all, 
more especially as she is not ready. 

On this subject I am sorry to say I cannot agree with you at all 
in opinion. 

:First, because it was well known to you that the Ship Lady 
Yonge had been sent for this purpose at the time you took up the 
Ship JJenr.tJ Dvndas, and the mere report of her being likely to 
arrive is not of itself sufficient to alter the propriety of that 
measure. 

Next, because if the llc,iry Dnndas is sent now, she may be 
reasonably expected to return in August, which period is the 
utmost our present stock will reach to, and this supply will be 
sooner than any of the supp1ies sent for to India can possibly 
arrive, nor will the Cargoes of both the Lady Yonge and of the 
Henry Dundas, if they successfully arrive between this and August 
next, be more than the wants of the Colony will require, and it 
eYen would, if it were possible, be more advisable in my opinion 
to add another Ship for the same purpose rather than desist from 
the means of sending this Ship 011 no better grounds than what is 
suggr-sted. 

With regard to the readiness of this Ship I have to acquaint you 
that I was yesterday applied to for letters of recommendation, 
similar to what I had glven to the Lady Yonyc, which I baYe 
given accoruingly, and therefore I suppose she is ready, and I am 
also informed that she would have sailed sooner but that some 
person belongiug to her was summoned to attend the Court of 
I>iracy. I am therefore decidedly of opinion that she should be 
sent off as soon as possible, and I have directed the l\Iaster not to 
lose a moment in doing so. 

I must now take this opportunity to express rny hope that you 
will not rely with any confidence on any other succours before the 
month of November next. And I ·would recommend to you not 
to relax in your Economieal regulations, let whatever succours will 
arrive; but so govern the present Stoek of all kinds now in the 
('olony that it may of itself, without a11y other aid, hold out till 
November, for unless this is steadily adhered to, I fear you will 
have reason to regret your not having (lone so. I am &c. 

(Signed) GEO. YONGF.. 
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Sunday 5th April. 

At a meeting of the Commissioners held this day for the purpose 
of considering on the measure of a still further reduction in the 
allowance of bread to certain classes of people, and the issuing of 
rice as a substitute for bread two days in every week, the Members 
were unanimously of opinion that, notwithstanding the great 
probability of receiving timely Ruccours from abroad by the 
accomplishment of some of the several engagements entered into 
for that purpose, yet as theRe were all of them precarious as to 
their event, and consequently liable, as all naval concerns more 
particularly are to disappuintment, the most rigid economy in the 
distribution of the Grain actually in the Country ought immedi­
ately to be adopted, regarding the stock on hand as the only certain 
supply till the ensuing harvest, and regulating the consumption 
accordingly. To this end it appeared to them as absolutely 
necessary to diminish the allowance of bread to certain individuals 
who bad the means of procuring substitutes for it, and to issue rice 
in the place of bread at least two days in every week. A general 
sketch of the regulations intended to be adopted by the Commission 
is contained in the following 

PUBLIC NOTICE. 

The Commissioners for regulating the consumption of grain in 
this Colony having taken such precautions, in the first instance, as 
appeared to them best calculated for preventing a total want of 
bread in this time of scarcity, by establishing certain internal 
Regulations, and by employing the most eligible means that occurred 
under the sanction of government for procuring grain, flour or rice 
from the 8tates of America, the Coast of Brazil, and the East 
Indies, procee,led next to ascertain by means of the Capitation lists 
the quantity of Corn that would be required for the whole Colony 
till the ensuing harvest, and having carried into effect a plan for 
the reduction of the usual consumption, as well in the military 
and naval departments as among the inhabitants at large; and 
having adopted likewise such measures that grain might be 
employed for no other purpose than as food for man, the public 
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may now rest assured that the most strict and general economy has 
taken place with regard to the expenditure of bread. 

They have also deputed a trusty Magistrate, the Burgher 
Senator J. J. Vos, to all the principal Cultivators of grain for the 
purpose of taking an account of the Corn that each may have to 
sparc>, nnd to cause the same to be brought to Cape Town, if possi­
ble, before the end of this present month. 

And it has appeared to them from the reports they have from 
time to time received from the said Burgher 83nator Vos, that the 
Stock of Corn now actually in the Colony, with the addition of a 
small proportion of fine Barley meal and the strict observance of 
the Rules of economy lately establisher! may, without any great 
inconYcnience to the Inhabitants, hol<l out till the foreign supplies 
may reasonably be expected to arrive. 

But how well grounded so ever the hope may be of receiving 
timely succours from abroad, an entire reliance upon their arrirnl 
would be the height of imprudence, considering the many dangers 
and casualties to which all naval transactions are generally liable, 
aucl more especially so in time of War. 

I>rudence therefore requires that so long as the foreign supplies 
shall remain eventual, the supreme Commission should make use 
of the internal resources with a sparing hand ; so much so indeed 
as if in fact no relief was to be expected from abroad, and in such 
a manner as to be able to extend if necessary a supply out of the 
quantity of Grain in the Colony to the ensuing harvest. 

The Commissioners cannot doubt of meeting a general concurrence 
in this opinion, and accordingly are led to hope that the same 
willing disposition already displayed on the part of the inhabitants 
for promoting the views of the Commission will again be manifested 
on the present occasion. 

It is almost unnecessary to observe that the Reveral heads of 
families, the free Inhabitants, their wives and children, are most of 
them ahle to procure substitutes for lJread, and that the lahouring 
slaves are generally destitute of any such substitute. The former 
therefore are the persons amongst whom a reduction in the 
allowance ought first to take place, whilst the latter, together with 
other hard working people of every description, and His Majesty's 
troops, should continue to receive, if possible, their full allowance 
of bread established by the late regulations of the Supreme 
Commission. 
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Agreeable to these principles the Commissioners have resolved to 
make a still further reduction in the consumption of hrea<l ; and 
having particularly attended to the several circumstances of the 
different families on the capitation lists, the allowances to be dmwu 
from the Bakers will be regulated accordingly. They confidently 
hope that, as the present measure is meant for the general good and 
will be executed with the strictest impartiality, the inhabitants, 
retaining a sense of the urgent necessity of the times, will cheer­
fully acquiesce therein, and that those more especially who haYe 
already testified their willingness to promote the public welfare by 
their voluntary restrictions in the article of bread, from which alone 
a very considerable saving has been effected, will still continue as 
much as they are able to adhere to so laudable a practice. The 
Commissioners have also been under the necessity of coming to a 
resolution that Rice should be issued on certain days in order to 
effect a still greater saving of bread. It is intended that a pound 
of rice should be substituted for a pound of bread, and that the 
issuing of rice shall take place every Sunday and Thurs<lay, on 
which days no bread will be delivered. 

Hut as the ltice now in store cannot possibly be <lelivered for 
less than a skilling a pound, a price that must considerably affect 
the poorer class of inhabitants, the Commission1ws have taken into 
consideration the means whereby this descri.ptio11 of people may in 
some measure be relieved in that respeet. The high rate of Hice, 
and the necessity of making use of it, are circumstances to be 
lamented, but cannot possibly at this moment be removed. It is 
to he hoped however that all those who are hlessed with th , means 
of doing it will contribute, as far as in them liei:;, to les,cn the 
burden that must otherwise fall very heavy on the po,r and 
labouring people, by supplying the place of bread on eYcry ocra8ion 
with rice or other substitutes. 

But as there will still remain famili •s whose circumstances will 
not admit of their procuring Rice at the rate ahoYe stated, the 
Commis8ioncrn have thought it expedient to depute a ('ommittce 
to Rit on Friday arnl 8atmday next the 10th arnl l 1th Inst. from 
8 to 12 o'clock, at the 8ta<l House, in or<ler tu frame a separate 
list of all such perf!ons as, on appli<'ation to the said Commit t cc, 
may he considered to fall under the denomination of real poor, and 
having no trade nor livelihood, or bei11g infirm, have not the means 
of procuring Hi('e on th(• two <lay8 ahm c mP11t ion(•d. This fo;t 
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framed, after due enquiry into the real conditions of the persons 
applying, and accompanied with the remarks of the said Com­
mittee, will be laid before the supreme Commission, that measures 
may be taken for the relief of the said real objects of consideration, 
with regard to the price of rice, at least during the three ensuing 
winter months. 

And the Commissioners are well assured that the respective 
Refurmed and Lutheran Church \Vardens will not fail, on their 
part, to exert their utmo~t endeavours towards relieving such poor 
as belong to their several parishes, and who may have recourse to 
them during the existence of carcity in the Colony. 

And notice is hereby given that a Committee will attend every 
Saturday from 10 to 12 o'clock, at the Stad House, for the purpose 
of correcting the Bakers' lists for every ensuing week, any person 
having sustained by the arrival or departure of lodgers or by the 
purchase or sale of SlaYes, by deaths or otherwise, any increase 
or decrease of family, is therefore requested to state the same 
to the said Committee in order that the lists may be altered 
accordingly. 

The Commissioners having observed that several persons have 
included in the number of their family slaves hired out and fed 
elsewhere, warn the said persons to rectify such false statements 
for the ensuing week, as all similar errors will hereafter be most 
strictly attended to. 

By order of the Commission, 

(Signed) J OII:N" BARROW, Secretary. 

Agreeable to the resolutions, the allowance of bread to certain 
persons, as mentioned in thn public advertisement, was im­
mediately reduced to half a pound each, when it appeared that 
the neces:mry quantity for one day's consumption was 13,344 
poull(IS. And on Haturday the 11th Instant Hice was for the first 
time issuCll to the inhabitants to be used on the following day in 
the place of bread. The quantity ordered for this purpose was the 
,mme as the reduced allowance of bread, of which there was de­
livered only !J,l.i3 pounds, consequently there remained a saving 
of :{,8!Jl pounds a <lay. 

At this meeting the Commissioners agreed for 51 Barrels of 
I\'. 
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American flour to he landed on the "\Vharf at Eighteen Rpani~h 
Dollars the Barrel to be paid for partly in paper money and tho 
rest in Specie. 

Tlwrsday <Jth April. 

A report was read from Mr. Vos of the 2nd April slating the 
addition to his list since the dale of his last t() lie 524 mui<ls, and 
al~o another report of the 8th April containing a further acldilion 
of :327 muids, making on the whole 0,7:n muids. He enclosed 
also a return of the grain collected hy Broo<lryk in the Bokkevelcl 
amounting to 132 mnids. 

}.fr. Duckitt the agriculturist having applied to the Laud<lrost 
of , 'tellenuosch for GO muicls of seed wheat, the Commis~ion •rs 
thought proper to direct the Lan<l<lrost to inform Mr. Dnckitt tl.iat 
having ma<le it apJJear to the Commission either personally or by 
his agent he had actually in preparation as much land as would 
require the quantity of seed demanded, he would Le supplied 
accordingly without delay. 

A proposition was made for repealing the present existing game 
laws in the Colony, which have been found extremely oppressive 
and vexatious to the farmers, particularly those who inbauit the 
<listant districts where the larger sort of game have always he0n so 
very abundant that the several families suusiste<l almost entirely 
upon them. 

Mr. Barnard, the Colonial Recrctary, undertook to make some 
new arraugement with lite approuation of the Governor on this 
subject. 

Adjourned to Monday next. 

Monrlay 13th Apil. 

Al •tter was reacl from :Mr. l)n<'kitt stating his int(•nlion now to 
sow 100 acres of ground, for which he rec1uirecl 50 rnnicls of seed· 
ahlo that he had sixty-Hix perwns to fee(!, arnl Hixty-Hi.· mnids of 
corn for that purpose. The Commissioners in reply antlwriz(•cl 
J\Ir. Duckitt to llmw from ~tellonhosch '.3:i muicls for the present, 
and informed him mor('0Vl'r lhaL as soon as he shonlcl lmni sown 
that c1uantity awl conlcl demom;trate 1.haL he hacl more grouncl in 
preparation, he would then Le allowecl to purehase the necessary 
(1uantity of \\'heat for sowing the same. 
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Sat1mlay 18th April 1801. 

The Supreme Commission met this day in order to receive the 
report of Mr. Vos, from which it appeared that since the 4th 
March last he had travelled through the several districts of the 
Cape, Stellenbosch, arnl Zwellemlam, making a most laborious 
journey, in the course of which he visited upwards of 450 farms, 
actually inspecting the f]_Uantity of grain at each farm. It appeared 
also that l\fr. Vos had with the most indefatigal>le aLtention, and 
with an almo t unexampled degree of precision and accuracy, 
noted in writing various particulars regarding the soil, produce, 
population, and resources of every plaee, forming a Yoluminous 
hody of authentic information relating to the Colony, in the 
higbesL degree useful, interesting and important. 

That in regard to the more immediate object of his mission, 
namely the procuring as much grain as possible to be sent up to 
the Cape, he has been successful beyond all expectation, which 
must be attributed to the most zealous and persevering exertions, 
regulated by a yery superior degree of patience, moderation and 
discernment, as an eminent proof of which not one single com­
plaint has been made of oppression, hardship or injustice by the 
exercise of the very ample powers with which he was entrusted by 
the Commission. 

It appeared also, on the whole, that the quantity of corn which 
Mr. Vos has been so iusLrurnental in securing for the use of Cape 
Town, being 10,GSS~ muids, will, with a sLrict and scrupulous 
a1lhetence to the present established ~ystem of economy, he suffi­
cient to continue to the inhabitants the use of Bread. till nearly the 
next harvest, leaving at the Harne Lime in the hands of the farmers 
a competent quantity of wheat, for consumption, and an ample and 
more than ordinary provi ion for see<l. 

When a gentleman of property and imlependence voluntarily 
and gratuitously engages in so laborious and important a task as 
that hy "hich Mr. Vos has so highly !listinguished hirm:elf, his 
(;onduct can be n..scribcd to no other motives than those of lJeneYo­
le11ce and puhlic spirit, and is entitle1l to the highest cmeomiums 
that can be bestowed upon it. The Commissioners on their part 
were unanimously of opiniou, arnl it, was accordingly 

lte:;ol veil that, .l\1r. Vos, hy his great and well <lirectecl labors ancl 
\ 2 
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exertions, has been materially instrumental in relieving the Colony 
from the impending Calamity of famiue, and is therefore entitled 
to the most grateful thanks of every individual member of the 
Community. 

Resolved that a request be made to His Excellency the Governor 
to have the name of Mr. Vos inserted in the supreme Commission, 
in order that it may have the advantage of his zeal for the public 
welfare as well as his counsel and assistance in its further pro­
ceedings. 

Resolved also that a circular letter be sent from this Commission 
addressed generally to the farmers of the Corn districts, expressing 
in the strongest terms its approbation of their conduct in cheerfully 
and readily submitting to the orders and regulations made by 
Mr. Vos in virtue of the authority he received from the Commission 
and for the great assistance they gave him in the discharge of his 
important mission. 

Resolved that a copy of these resolutions be sent to Mr. Vos, and 
that they be inserted in the Gazette. 

llfonday 20th April. 

The Commissioners having met for the purpose of examining the 
last week's consumption of Bread and Rice, it appeared that there 
had been issued to the inhabitants of Bread 65,879 pounds, of Rice 
19,968 pounds. 

A letter was received from Mr. Hogan stating as agent that the 
Spanish Prize Brig La Balena had on board a small quantity of 
flour and biscuit which was decreed for sale by the Marshal of the 
Vice Admiralty Court. To this letter it was replied that Mr. Hogan 
would be pleased to inform the Marshal of the Vice Admiralty 
Court that the situation of the Colony having occasioned a 
law to prohibit all sales of grain or flour by public auction, 
the Sale of the articles in question could not be permitted, but 
that the full market price for them woultl be given by the Com­
mission. 

Tho reports from tho Lantldrost of Stellenbosch were read, 
stating that the corn to be sent up from the Wine Farmers was 
1200 muitls, by the reduction on their consumption in the Village 
of Stellenbosch 300 muids, do. do. l>aarl :no muids, making 1810 
muids. 
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The quantity from the Paarl to be sent up in consideration 
of the indulcrence granted to the inhabitants to bake each his own 
bread, it having appeared to the Commission that a fixed baker 
would be attended with great inconvenience to that village, the 
houses being so widely scattered asunder. 

Certain persons having made application for seed corn, a special 
Commission consisting of Mr. De Wet, the Fiscal, Mr. Cloete, 
and Mr. Vos was appointed to enquire into, and answer such 
applications . 

.And the said Committee were also authorized to make such 
particular exceptions from the general regulations established by 
the Commission as on investigation should appear to be absolutely 
necessary. 

Resolved that the sum of five hundred Rixdollars be given as a 
gratuity to the two Clerks employed by Mr. Vos in the execution 
of his late important Mission. 

Resolved that on the first day of May next ensuing a portion of 
barley meal should be issued to the Bakers in order to be mixed 
with wheaten fl.our and llaked into bread. 

Resolved that this Commission do hereafter confine their meetings 
to each Monday at 10 o'clock in the forenoon, unless summoned on 
special business. 

Adjourned to Monday 27th .April. 

Monday 20th April. 

Note.-General Dundas having receiYed His Majesty's command 
to take upon him the Government of this Settlement, Mr. J. J. Yos 
was appointed to fill the vacancy occasioned lly this event in the 
Uommiosion. 

Monday 27th April. 

The Bakers' tests of the Week's delivery of bread were ex­
amined, from which it appeared that the quantity baked was 
G8,102 Ills., issued GG,23;i lbs., saved upon the calculation 1,8G7 lbs. 
Hice ordered for two days 27,242 lbs., issued Hl,70G lbs., saved 
upon the calculation 7,ii:3li lbs. 

At the reaimmendation of Mr. Vos the following public letter 
was written to the Corn Farmers of the Colony as an aeknowlcdg-
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ment of their good conduct and willingness to meet the wishes 
and regulations of the Commission :-

Goon FRIENDS,-W e the Commissioners appointed by govern­
ment for regulating the consumption of grain in the Colony, have 
received the report of the Burgher Senator J. J. Vos relative to the 
objects of the Commission with which we thought it adviseable to 
entrust him, and it is with the highest degree of satisfaction we 
have observed, in the said report, not only your alacrity and 
cheerfulness in submitting to all the arrangements which the said 
Vos, by virtue of his instructions, laid down for your observance, 
and the assistance moreover which you afforded him, but we have 
particularly been led to notice your ready participation in the 
common interests of the Colony, in many of you having declared 
it your intention to give up to the public store and for the relief 
of your fellow inhabitants, even a part of that corn which had 
been assigned for your own private use. The quantity arising 
from such voluntary restrictions upon yourselves will, we find, 
amount to more than fifteen hundred muids. 

Such a conduct, at a moment when a Scarcity was more than 
in apprehension, merits the highest praise, and the supreme 
Commission, strongly impressed with the sense of what is due 
to such laudable behaviour, votes you its sincere thanks in the 
most public manner for this your meritorious co-operation in 
having endeavoured to relieve, even by self-deprivation, as much 
as was in your power, the calamities that must have resulted from 
a famine, with which this Colony was threatened. 

We have not failed to represent your meritorious conduct to 
the present acting Governor, ,,ho has assured us that he shall 
always use bis endeavours for the promotion of Agriculture and 
the general prosperity of the Colony. 

Praying the Almighty to avert from this Country all merited 
evils, and to make us sensible of those ulessings which His Divine 
Goodness has been pleased to continue to us in a peculiar manner 
beyond lhe many thousands who at this moment are la.homing 
under the calamities of war, famine and desolation, We remain 
with great esteem and regard Your sincere friends, 

In the name of the supreme Commission, 

(Signed) J. llAm:ow. 
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• And in consequence of various applications, but more par­
ticularly from the recommendation of Mr. Vos, the following 
Minute was sul.nnitted to the consid.eration of His Honor the 
Acting Governor: "It having been represented to this Com­
mission in the letters and. the final report of .Mr. Vos that if a 
general permission were given to the farmers d.welling in the Corn 
and. <listant, d.istl'icts of the Colony to kill game, it woul<l, among 
other salutary effects enable them to bring up to Cape Town a 
very consi<lerable quantity of grain beyond what the present 
restrictions will allow them to do, the Commissioners therefore 
presume to suggest to his Honor the acting Governor and Com­
mander in Chief the expediency of authorizing game to be killed 
in consequence of the above representations and for the important 
purposes therein mentioned." 

J,fonday 8th J,fay. 

On examining the lists of the bakers for the preceding week it 
appeared that the quantity of bread. ordered to the bakers was 
GS,145 lbs., issued Gu,384 lbs., difference saved 1,761 lbs. Rice 
ord.ered 27,274 lbs., issued 17,253 lbs., <lifference saved 10,021 lbs. 

Notice was given to the farmers that as the ploughing season 
was now commence<l, the Commissioners had thought proper to 
extend the time allowed. them to bring up their spare Corn till 
the beginning of Dece~lJer next, continuing the price of GO 
J{ixdollars the waggon load. for all Corn brought up before that 
period. 

The Commissioners being informed that many injurious reports 
had. gone abroad both in the Town and. Country districts regarding 
ihe exportation of grain, thought it expedient to issue the 
following 

Public Notice. 

The Commissioners for regulating ihe consumption of grain 
having un<lersLoo<l ihat reports are industriously circulated, tending 
to eHLablish the idea of the present scarcity of bread in this Colony 
heing owing t._o the exportation of wheat au<l flour the la~t arnl 
present year, and as such reports however false and even impo~sible 
as to the fac.:t, may Le produc.:ti, e of much mischief, when 
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studiously supported by malicious and ill-designing persons, have 
thought it expedient, for the satisfaction of the Community at 
large, to demonstrate the utter impossibility that any grain coulu 
have been exported from this Colony for the last eighteen months. 

The supply of Wheat brought into Cape Town during the last 
and present year compared with the quantity required for the 
consumption of the Colony, is in itself sufficient to prove that 
no exportation could have taken place in the time above specified. 

It is a fact well known that the general consumption of Cape 
Town alone (the Troops and Navy on the station included) 
requires upwards of 40,000 muids of wheat every year. 

It appears from attested documents that from the 1st January 
to the 30th December 1800 the quantity brought up to Cape and 
Simons Town amounted only to 3G,956 nrnitls, in which sum are 
included 1,694 muids of new wheat, properly for the consumption 
of the year 1801, but which had been ordered to be threshed out 
and brought up in the month of December. 

The quantity of Wheat brought up this present year prior to 
the establishment of the Supreme Commission was in January 
7,648 muids, in .February 3,895 muids, making 11,543 muids. 

This quantity has been consumed in the above mentioned 
months, except the sum of 3,781 muids, which remained in the 
hands of the Bakers at the commencement of the month of 
March. 

Hence appears the absurtlity of supposing that the small supply 
of wheat brought up to Cape Town in the last eighteen months, 
after providing for the consumption of the inhabitants, His 
Majesty's Troops, Navy and private Ships could have afforded any 
residue for exportation to other countries. 

It may be observed also that in the year 1800 individuals were 
strictly interdicted from purchasing Wheat, the whole being 
committed into the. hands of the several bakers aml contractors, 
who were obliged to account for it. 

And that in the present year all the Wheat has passed thro' the 
Committee into the hands of the Bakers and Uontraetors for 
which, as above stated, this Committee has 1luly accounted till 
the beginning of the month of March. 

Further that the Burgher Senator J. J. Vos, according to his 
Instructions, hr,s taken an account on Oath from the several 
Cultivators of grain of the <1uantity sold and deliverel1, and to 

 

 



whom; :su that no per,;on has nutaiued auy \\'heat in an illegal ,,r 
clarnleslim• mamier to render llH· smugglin" tl\l'lt\" in [IJJY 1lc«reo 
proliahle, hut 011 th· eoutrary the al'eouuls '"'girnn, by the· fan;er,; 
ha,e heen funml to a!!rl'e ,ery exadly with the Book,; of the 
< 'ollector al the ( 'aslle a1h:1111·e gnanl, 111111 with lho,;e uf the ( 'om 

< 'omrnitte •. 
The ( 'ontn1ctui-, it i,; true, fur ,idualliug His '.\Iajesty's ~hip,-

011 thi,.: ~tatio11 sen1ls on ]Jo:ll'll from timv to ti 1ne hi,;euit, 1\011r, anil 
C\ en wheat; but this supJ_Jly is made onl of tlll' allowanl'e for th!' 
dail\ eon,;mnption of the ~aid :-;hips, whil'lt allmrnnl'e is exacth· 
proi101ti11ne1l to th:u allottetl to the lnhahitanls uf ( 'ape Tuwn a11:l 
incluul's also the ,.:,lllll' proportion ol Uiel' and l1arley meal. Thi· 
.\1hniral, imlee1l, com11ta1Hli11g on this ~tation has given the most 
.sati::-l'aet01·) prnof,; that e,ery possible 1kgree of ccou01n ha,; heen 
prautise1l in his dcpartmcut, the nll'll under his eomrn:md reeeiYing 
the Jay.- in the \1eck only t\1·0 thinls of a ponwl of l1read a tlay, 
arnl two !lays in eaeh week 1iee. ln short till' ( \rntractor for the 
Xa,Y has re!'Ci\ ed 110 more than :.!,O:.!!l rnuids of \Vheat in hreatl, 
tlour, aJHl his1·uit, from the L,t ,January to the :Wth April in the 

pre:-;cnt vcnr. 
It is almost mmeeessary to ohsene tlt,tt out of so small a 

11uantit · set apart, for the ;\a,y, 110 illicit exportation could takt• 
plael', especially \I hen it is considered that the whole ~qua1lron 011 

the Station has suhsiste<l upon it, aud that the 1',·,·1111 ,ulo11s, whieh 
alom. has liOO lllcn, lately arriYeu iu ~imons Hay "·ith only three 

days' prm i,-ion oil board 
The ( 'ornrnis,;ioners ba,c thought lit to communicate the:-;e 

partfrulars to th• pul,lic, with a Yiew 110t only of remoYing all 
douhh from t-he mimls of the well dispose<!, that no grain has 
lweu or eonltl Le e ·port1·1l or disvosed of "ithout their knowledge 
and int •1forence; hut abo to indnl'e all the inh:d,itanls Loth of 
t lit• Tm, n arnl Countrv to continue in t lw ol1senaucc of ,•vCJ-Y 
possible c<·mwmy in the consumption of grain, this being the soie 
foul\(lation 011 \\hid1 thl' :suprernc ('om111issiou in the midst of its 
lahorious a111l difli1·ult task ha>< built the v1easing hope of a\'erting 
from this 'olony, by tlH• assistam·L' of' l'rn,itll'nt·c, a real want of 

bread 
The Conn 1i~sioner • also inform the public that the whnl!' 

quantity of Wheat, partly brought up :-;incc the fir~t of '.\farl'l1 last, 
and part iu expectation lief11rc the end of August next, will amount 
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to 12,358 muids, and that the consumption of Cape Town alone 
(exclusive of His Majesty's Troops and avy) in the present year 
has been as follows : 

-------------! Breed. Flou_r_. _ l!,_Rlco_._ 

Lba. Lbl. LIii. 
In the Month of January , 637,174 20,262 

,, 
" February 530,593 19,913 

,, 
" 

March 443,628 5,422 
,, .. April . ! 339,902 218 57,292 

So that taking the consumption at its lowest reduced rate, the 
necessity will be obvious to every one of paying a strict attention 
to the rules and regulations laid down by the Supreme Commission 
for the observance of economy in the expenditure of bread, in order 
that the stock on hand of wheat, barley, flour and rice may be 
made to hold out till the approach of the ensuing harvest. 

By order of the Commission, 

(Signed) ,JoHN BARROW, Secretary. 

The great object of the Commission being now to a certain 
degree attained, namely that of providing a supply of bread, or 
substitutes for it, till the next harvest, it was considered as a point 
of duty to lay before His Honor the Lieutenant Governor a copy 
of its proceedings from its commencement to the present date ; 
expressing, at the same time, the high degree of satisfaction the 
Commissioners now feel in the assurances they are with confidence 
able to make, that by the observance of the regulations laid down 
for the distribution of bread and grain, and the assistance of 
Providence, the stock actually on hand will afford a supply of 
those articles to the Inhabitants, His Majesty's Troops and avy 
till very nearly the ensuing harvest. 

Monday 18th May 1801. 

Read to the Commission the torekeeper' s Report of Rice 
received out of the Ship Lady Yonge amounting t-0 212,666 pounds 
nett weight besides 28 bags of damaged Rice. 
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Ordered that the said 28 bags of damaged Rice be immediately 
sold by public auction. 

It is to be remarked that though the prime cost of the above 
mentioned rice at Hio de Janeiro did not exceed 2½ stivers the 
pound, yet the terms of the Charter party made by Sir George 
Yonge with the owners of the ship with the prime cost of the 
article and expenses attending the shipping and landing make it 
amount to about 8¾ stivers the pound at the Cape. The Com­
missioners notwithstanding were unanimously of opinion that the 
price could not with propriety be raised to the Inhabitants, but 
continue as already fixed at six stivers the pound. The loss 
arising from the difference must consec1uently be sustained by 
Government. 

The Contractor for victualling the Squadron on this Station 
applied for 500 Muids of Wheat, of which quantity 250 were 
directed to be issued out of the Stores for the use of His Majesty's 
Navy as a provisional supply, and the rest to remain as a matter 
for further consideration. 

C'apc Town 5th June 1801. 

In consequence of an application from the Contractor for 
victualling His Majesty's N:wy on this Station for 500 Muids 
of Wheat, a quantity that appeared to be more than the just 
proportion due to that De~artment, a special meeting of the Com­
missioners for regulating the consumption of Grain was this day 
held, in order to take into consideration the said demand. 

And in the first place to ascertain the proportion that the 
Tavy bore in regard to numbers with the Inhabitants of Cape 

Town and the Troops, recourse was had to the Capitation Lists 
delivered in by the Ward Masters and to the Regimental Heturns, 
from whence it appeared Uiat • 

Tho number of Inhabitants was lG,318 
Troops 4,600 
Nuvy 3,000 

111aking a iofol of 23,!JIS 

of which the avy constitute i part; but as the number of 
I11habitants may be considered to be reduced hy the regula-
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tions of the Commissiouers which limit all white people and 
children to ½lb. of bread a day, to 13,500, the daily number of 
loaves issued, the result will be that the Navy ought to receive 
} part of the whole, for 

Reckoning the Inhabitanfs 13,500 
Troops 4,600 
Navy 3,000 

Total 21,100 

Of which 3,000 is the seventh part. 
On consideration however that the Wheat issued to the Navy 

is principally baked into Biscuit, which is known not to yield the 
same increase as when made into bread the Commissioners thought 
it but reasonable that some allowance should be made on that 
account, and accordingly agreed to increase the share to be allotted 
to the Navy to 3 part of the whole stock on hand or hereafter to 
come m. 

Now it appeared from the report of the Corn Committee that 
the whole quantity of Wheat brought into the Grain Magazines 
from the 1st January to the 31st March 1801 was 

21,992 muids 
! of which is 3,665 ,, 

and that the quantity already received by the Navy was 

3,206 muids 
Remains still due 369 ,, 

And it further appeared from the said report that in addition to 
the above quantity of Wheat received by the 'quadron on this 
Station, there has been issued for its use Hico 150,000 lbs. or 
600 Muids, which is more than its just proportion, Barley Meal 
12,000 lbs. or 665 Muids. 

It was therefore resolved "That the Corn Committee be in­
structed to deliver to the Contractor for victualling His Majesty's 
Squadron on this Stittion the remaining sum of 3GU Muids of 
Wheat which appears to be the quantity due to that Department; 
and that in futlll'e the proportion of 3 part of whatever Urain may 
be received into the Corn Magazines shall be issued for 1.he use 
of the Navy." 

 

 



Records of the Cape Colony. 189 

1,fonday 8th June. 

The Marshal of the Vice Admiralty Court sent in his Bill for 
Flour and Biscuit delivered to the Commissioners of the Spanish 
Prize Brig La Balena, in which he charged 16 Rix Dollars per 
100 lbs. for the biscuit and 12 Rixdollars for the flour. The 
Commissioners being of opinion that these charges were very 
exorbitant directed the Corn Committee to nffer to the said 
Marshal 10 Hds. for the Biscuit and 8 for the Flour, these Prices 
acconling with the highest at present given in the Market for 
such articles of the very best quality. 

Many almses being stated to exist in the distribution of ,,bite 
bread, it was thought expedient to make certain regulations on 
this subject, and to issue the following Public Notice:-

" The Commissioners for regulating the Consumption of Grain 
in this Colc,ny being well aware that several irregularities have 
taken place in obtaining tickets for recei\'ing white bread, such as 
persons remaining on the sick list after being perfectly recovered 
and others who are sick receiving at the same time both white 
bread and coarse bread, have thought proper to give this Public 
:rotice that the Burgher Senator 0. M. Bergh will attend every 

Saturday from 10 to 12 o'clock at the Stadhouse for the purpose 
of making out the List of white Lread to be issued each succeeding 
week, and of renewing the Tickets for authorising them to receive 
the same; such Tickets to be given only to those persons who 
shall produce renewed Certificates at the end of each week from 
some medical Gentleman, and all those of course not applying 
with such Certificates will be struck off the list for white bread. 

"And as it appears that certain Medical Gentlemen have in­
cautiously granted Certificates to improper persons, the Com­
n1issioners trust that in future they will be more circumspect in 
committing their names to paper recollecting that such Certificates 
are considered as given under the solemnity of an oath. 

"And notice is further given that the Committee attending on 
~atnrdays to regulate the Lists for brown Lreacl will strike off 
in future that List all such persons as are comprized in the list 
for white bread. 

(Signed) "J. BA1mow, Secretary." 
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J,fonday 22nd June 1801. 

The Lieutenant Governor having transmitted Jo the Commission 
an application from the Treasurer of the Com Board for au 
increase of salary to his two Bookkeepers, for their co11siclcratio11, 
the subject was referred to the two Commissioners of the Grain 
Magazines, who represcntl.ld that the principal Bookkeeper Mr. 
Burnet was not only a diligent attentive person well skilled in 
accounts, but also that he acted as Translator to the Board; that 
the whole time of both the Clerks was solely occupied in the 
duties of their situation, it was therefore Resolrnd 

"That a recommendation be presented to His Honor tho Lieu­
tenant Governor for an augmentation of pay to the two Clerks of 
the Corn Board from 40 to 50 Hixdollars a Month, and that l\fr. 
Burnet the principal I~ookkeepor being strongly recommended hy 
the Gentlemen of the 'orn Board as an attentive diligent l\fon, 
acting also as Translator to the Board, should be allowed a salary 
of 20 Rixdollars a Month in consideration of the duty performed 
by him in the latter capacity." 

Wednesday 13th July. 

The Commissioners met this day for the purpose of taking into 
consideration a letter from His Honor the Lieut. Governor which 
stated "That two thousand bags of Rice might immediately be 
procured from a Vessel arrived in Simon's Bay, and desired the 
opinion of the Commissioners how far under their present engage­
ments it woulcl be advisable to purchase tho whole or any part 
of the aforesaid Rice in our present emergency arising from a 
deficiency of Grain in the Colony." 

After a due consideration of all the circumstances connected 
with the present question, the Commissioners were unanimously 
an<l decidedly of opinion that the e.xigency of the Colony was 
not so great as to warrant any further purchase of Hice, the 
issuing of that article instead of Brea1l being a great hanl,-hip 
upon the Inhabitants at large; this opinion was transmitted to 
His Honor the Lieut. C:overnor, to whom it was moreover i;tatc<l 
by the Commissioners that there were the strongest grounds to 
suppose that even should eYery measure fail whit-It had liten 
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taken for receiving foreign supplies the quantity of Grain and 
Hice now in the Colony at the present reduced consumption would 
hold out very nearly to the ensuing Harvest. 

J,fonday 20th ,Tilly. 

The Commissioners having considered that the time was now 
fast approaching when part of the foreign supplies of Grain 
agreeable to tbeir engagements might be expected, and being of 
opinion also that a stock of Grain not less than 15,000 M:uids 
should be laid up in store in the course of next year provided 
the returns of the approaching harvest should admit of such a 
measure, they thought it advisable to lose no time in providing 
the necessary stores, and accordingly requested the Commissioners 
of the Grain Magazines to lay before the next meeting a report 
of what stores are already engaged and what others suitable for 
the purpose could be obtained. 

Mr. Van Reenen the Brewer was desired to bring up without 
delay to the Barley Magazine the 100 Muids of that Grain which 
he had received orders to hold by him for the future disposal of 
the Commission. 

J,fonday 27th July. 

The Brewer Van Reenen having proposed to deliver to the 
Commission 40 lbs. of W™at flour out of the quantity allotted to 
him for his own Consumption for every sack of Barley in his 
possession, provided he might be allowed to use the same for 
making into Malt, his offer was accepted. 

A letter was read from His Honor the Lieut. Governor stating 
1.hat having found it necessary to assemble the 8th Regiment of 
Dragoons at Oroene Cloof towards the end of the ensuing Month 
in order that the horses might profit from the pasturage in that 
neighbourhood <luring the Months of September and October 
next, His Honor requested that the Commissary General might 
lie authori1,e1l Lo procure from the J-<'armers of the vic.:inity 1:20 
mui<ls of \Vhcat for the sc.:nice of the Hegiment before mentioned 
c.:onsisting of ahout GOO ::\fen. 

The Commis!5ioners in reply informed His Honor that a 
Committee of two l\fomuer:-, were appointed to make such 
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arrangements with the Farmers in the neighbourhood. that tho 
required. quantity of Corn shoul<l be broughL thither whenever 
the Commissary General may think proper to demand it. 

J,Ionday 3rd August. 

Mr. Greene reported to the Commission that the four storehouses 
already engaged and now nearly empty were capable of containing 
5,000 Muids of Corn, and that the Monthly rent was 113 IUx­
dollars; and as the time was fast approaching when two or three 
thousand Muids of Corn or more "·as to be brought up from the 
Country, it was resolved that the said four stores should be con­
tinued in hire, and as moreover reasonable expectations were 
entertained that in the course of the present or before the end of 
the ensuing Month some of the Cargoes of Rice or :Flour engaged 
for by the Commission would arrive, two additional storehouses 
capable of containing nearly 5,000 Muids of Corn were directed to 
be hired at the rate of 110 Rixdollars a Month commencing from 
the 1st of September, provided the Storekeeper should find no 
objections to be made against the propriety of them for holding 
Grain, and directions were moreoYer giYen that the present store­
house of Liebrand hire<l at 30 ]Ms. a Month should be retained for 
the purpose of layiug up and issuing from it the first Cargo of Rice 
that should arrive. 

J.fonday 10th August. 

As the operation of extracting a certain portion of flour from 
every sack of Barley brought into ape Town to he use<l as food 
for Man was now completed., it was proposed to the Commission 
that the restrictions laid upon that Grain by the Proclamations of 
the 1:3th February arnl the :Hst March should he taken off and 
the Market thrown open, hut on serious consideration of the subj •ct 
arnl the consequences likely to result from the adoption of such a 
measure at the present moment, it was thought more a(lvir,;aLle to 
aseertain in the first instanee the exact quantity of Wheat that 
yPt remained in the country, as well that part which the Farmers 
were not able to Lring up l>efore the ploughing season as the 
re~i,lue of the Seed Com which had he •u allotte<l to them; and 
that the question of the Harley Rhouhl lJe po ·tpone<l fur two or 
three \Veeks, in the course of which time Mr. Vos has agaiu iu the 

I 
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most handsome and liberal manner undertaken to ascertain the 
same by a second journey through tho principal part of the Corn 
Districts. 

The storekeeper having examined and approved of the stores 
proposed to be hired, was directed to engage the same without 
further delay. At the same time he laid before the Commission 
his account of the clelivery of the Hice purchased from the ~Matilda, 
of which the following is an abstract :-

Rice deli vercd to lhc Troops 86,579 
No.vy 70,000 
l\Iercho.nt Ships 13,018 
Inhabito.nts 266,099 

" 
Damaged 558 

Total delivered 436,254 lbs. 
Rice as per invoice 450,744 

Lnss in Weight H,190 lbs. 

or 3} nearly per Cent. 
It further appeared from the Account Current that all expenses 

deducted there arose to the funds of the Commission from this 
transaction a nett profit of Rds. 7,87G 4 1. 

ilfonclay 17th Au,gust. 

On a minute enquiry into the delivery of the Rice purchased 
from the ll[atilda it appeared that instead of a loss of 14,490 lbs. 
as specified by the storekee er, there ought not to have been more 
than 2,000 pounds ; this conclusion was drawn from a very ac­
curate statement which was transmiLted to the storekeeper for his 
consideration, and with directions for him to attend the Com­
mission on Monday next in order to satisfy the Commissioners 
respecting the very great difference in the loss of weight in 
the Hice as stated in his account and the Document laid 
before him. 

Tho whont r!'maining in storo thi8 day was reported to ho 
Out of whfoh were ordered for the 

Bakers in town 749 
Government Bnker 287 

,, Rimon's Town 80 
Whirh quantity is ralcnlakd lo ~<'rvo 

tll('ru till th<' Inst of R!'ptcml><'r 
HP1111ti11<lcr to ,•on1111cnce ,,ilh lhl' Month of Octol.,:r 

I\'. 

2,188½ Mui.ls 

1,116 

1,:17:!! l\fnids 
() 
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This small quantity, not sufficient for one Month's consumption, 
being the whole stock actually on ha.nd and tho supply in oxpccta­
tion coming slowly in from the Country, l\ir. Vos resolved to set 
off on his Commission without delay, and accordingly received his 
Instructions which embraced a variety of objects not only with 
regard to the quantity of Corn yet due to the Commi'lSion, but 
extending also to the means possessed by the respecLiYe farmers of 
sending up their produce to market, a general complaint having 
been made of the scarcity of Cattle in the Country owing to a 
more than usual mortality among them. 

l,fondciy 24th A U!J1lst. 

Mr. Fleck the storekeeper being called upon to explain the 
·reason of the great loss that appoare<l by his account Lo have been 
incurred in the weight of the Hice received from lhe Jfatilda, 
delivered to the Commission a statement in writing in which he 
endeavoured to prove that 1he loss had principally been occasioned 
in moving the Hice from the i>ier to the \Varehouse and afterwards 
retailing a great part of it to the Inhabitants. The arguments 
however made use of by him not being sufftciently satisfactory to 
do away the conviction ihat remained on the minds of the Com­
missioners that no such loss ought to have been sustained, he was 
farther allowed another week to procure and communicate the 
required information. 

Messrs. Walker & Hobertson informed the Commission of their 
having received intelligence from the Jlrazils that lheir Ship lhe 
Jlmry Dundas was not likely to ohtaiu any Hice or Uraiu in South 
America on account, of a general failure of Urn late harvest in Lhat 
Country. 

J.fvnda!J 318t All!JIISt. 

At, the r •commernlaliou of His Honor the Lieut. Gm ernor llte 
Commissioners agrec<l to purchase from Capt. Clarke or the .A ,uw 
J.fo ria from Hio de Janeiro 217 bags of Hice weighing about, 
37,000 lbs. This Hice lieing of good quality all(l pnrd1ase<l at a 
high rate in Hio de ,Janeiro, it was resoh ed that the very hi!.;hesL 
price yet given for that arli le slwul<l lie allu,1 e<l to ( 'apt. Clarke, 
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which was fixed at ten Rixdollars the hundred pounds free of all 
deductions, tile Commissioners paying the import duties upon the 
same. 

And at this meeting it was further resolved that the Price of 
ten Rixdollars shall he considered as the standard fur Rice of the 
very first qualiLy now in the Rettlement, brought in Prizes or 
otherwise, by which the rate of all Hice of an inferior quality is to 
be regulated. • 

Jfonday 7th September. 

Mr. Vos having returnecl from his Commission in the Country • 
delirnred in his report, from which it appeared that in the course 
of his last journey he had visited 223 different Corn Farmers, to 
whom he had asRigned in bis former Commission for the purpose 
of sowing 0,G31~ Muids. Of this quantity he now found they had 
actually sown 7,514-~ 11uids; so that the remainder of the Seed 
Wheat to be brought up to Cape Town from the above mentioned 
22:{ places amounts to 2,llG~ l\foids; but out of this quantity he 
found it necessary to distribute to certain Inhabitants who were in 
actual want of Lread 300 lfuids. He reported moreover that 
exclusi\'C of the remainder of the 'vYheat from the seed allotted to 
the above mentioned 22:3 farmers there were still due from them 
to the Commission between eight and nine hundred Muids which 
they could not conveniently bring up to town on account of the 
ploughing season employin,,, their Cattle; so that the real quantity 
to be expected from the said. :Farmers will amount to 2,GOO Muids 
or thereabouts. 

111r. Vos reported also the great mortality that had raged among 
the different kinds of Cattle in consequence of the long continuance 
of the laLe dry season, the farmers above mentioned having suffered. 
a loss of • 

2,8:>9 draft oxen, 
1,-1:!-1 head cf horned Cattle, 
2,(il4: Horses, 
14,38G Sheep. 

The <1n:rntily of liarley, oats arnl rye sown this season were also 
note,l <lmrn 1,y Mr. Vos with many other particulars worthy the 
knowledge of the ( ',nnmis,-;ionerfl. 

o 2 

 

 



19G Records of the Cape Colony. 

Resolved that the thanks of this Commission are .-oted to 
Mr. Vos for his liberal and spirited conduct in the offer of his 
services for the puhlic good and for the very able and salisfaclor_y 
manner in which he has accomplished lhe ol>jccts of the Special 
Uommission with which he was entrusted. 

The Commissioners having deliberated at three several meetings 
upon the reports of the administrator of the Grain Magazine re­
specting the delivery o( the Uargo of Hice purchased out of the 
llfatilda, the loss upon which as staled by him and entered upon 
these Miuutes appeared lo l1e about 3} per cent, whereas hy an 
account extracted from his own hooks no greater loss can be ex­
plained or accounted for than about ~ per cent, it was therefore 
resolved 

"That the deficiency of 14,4!)0 pournls upon the Cargo of Rice 
purchased from the Matilda has not been satisfactorily accounted 
for by the Administrator of the Grain Magazine, and that the 
Commissioners therefore feel it their duty to report this circum­
stance to His Honor the Lieutenant Governor for his con­
sideration." 

A letter was received from Admiral Sir Hoger Curtis stating the 
necessity of supplying the detained Danish and Swedish ships 
with bread and rice for twelve weeks for their pa .. 5sage to Europe, 
and proposing at the same time to supply lo them llw necessary 
quantity of Hice, provideu a like quantity be deposited in the 
Naval 8tore in Cape Town free of Expense to the Naval Depart­
ment. 

This proposal was acceded to, arnl dire(ltions given for a pro­
portionate quantity of hiscuit to be deli vercd to the saitl detained 
ships. 

A letter on the same subject was also received from His Honor 
the Lieutenant Governor. 

Mr. Vos having now linisliell his CommisRion :uul ascerLai11ed 
the quantity of Wheat that each farmer was lo deli\'er inlo the 
Corn Magazines in lhe course of the present year, it was the 
opinion of lhe Comrni;;sioners that the uecessity \\hieh ha-! 
occasioneu the temporary measure of fixing the price of Barl1•y 
liy Proclamation of the 1:ith February 1801 now no louger e.xi;;led, 
arnl llwref'ore it was propoHell that the opt•11ing the l\larket for 
that ( :rain :-;lwuld be imhmilted l'or the consideration of llis llonm 
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tho Lieut. GoYernor, who approved the same, and accordingly 
nnnnlled that part of the said Proclamation which fixed a price 
on Barley. 

l,fonday 14th September. 

A report heing made by the store1rneper that in consequence of 
the heayy rains tho roof of the Magazine llecame damaged, and a 
parL of the Wheat contained therein was wet ; the Bakers were 
in consequence summoned to view the same, and each of them 
proposeu. to btke a certain quantity without any consideration 
heiug made to them for the state in which iL was. The quantity 
Oms is~ued out amounted to 1,171 Muids, the remaintler consisting 
of D4!J l\Iuitls was directed to be turned and exposed to the air . 

.Jfonday 21st Stptcnibcr. 

The Agent Victualler for serving His Majesty's Ships on the 
Station reported to the Commission that a quantity of Hice sent 
round from Simon's Ray to Table Bay in the Ship Fanny had 
been damaged by salt water in the passagr., and was unfit for use, 
and requested permission to dispose of such part of it as on 
examination should lJe found in that state. 

The Commissioners appointed two Members to survey the 
said rice, who found it as stated by the Agent Yictualler, 
upon which leaYe was given to dispose of the same by public 
auction. 

This day arriYed the Ship Ha::ard from North America, having 
on board 2,1()8 Barrels of Flour, which were immediately ordered 
to lie larnled arnl lodged in one of the :Magazines. 

A letter was ,nitten to Sir Hoger Curtis req nesting him to give 
directions to the Agent Victualler for receiving the sixth part, of 
the above Cargo of Flour, the proportion due to the Navy on all 
<:rain reccivetl hy the Com Commissioners, and requesting him 
also to f1uniHh Hoselt with a supply of Hice for the use of the 
Inhabitants of 8imon'R Town on cornlition that the like quantity 
Hhoultl be delirnred iuto the Naval ~tores in Cape Town. 

l'uhlic Notice was gi, en that a<; a sufficient quantity of Hice 
was now obtained lo allow a parL of iL Lo lle distributed among the 
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:Farmers of the differen~ Districts of the Colony, any Farmer might 
l>e supplied with a quantity not excee<ling 200 poull(ls arnl not leR~ 
than 50 pounds on application to the Storekeeper of the Uovern­
ment Grain Magazines, at the rate of twelve Hixdollars and a half 
the hundred pounds. 

Mr. Albertyn a Farmer was summoned to appear before the 
Commissioners and severely reprimande<l for his insolent behaviour 
to Mr. Vos when last upon his Connni!'lsion into the Country, an<l 
warned to have the quantity of Corn to be delivered by Lim in 
Cape Town on or before the 31st Oet.ober. 

Tucsd11y 13th S,pt('//ibcr. 

In consequence of a letter from His Honor the Lieut. C:oYemor 
i:nporting that " the great loss of cattle and particularly of draft, 
oxen from sickness and the long continuance of the late <lry Rea~on 
had occasioned in his mincl very serious apprehensions that the 
scarcity of those animals might cause a check to the spirit nrnl 
progre s of agriculture in the Colony and create many difliculties 
in hringing up to Cape '.T'own the different products of the country; 
arnl as the object of the 'ommission was not confined merely to 
the regulation ancl ilistribution of Grain, but was meant to embrace 
all such matters as might tend to produce plenty and prevent 
scarcity of Grain and other provisions, the saiu destruction among 
Cattle would naturally hecome a suhject for its consideration," 
and His Honor therefore requested that "the ConnnisRioners 
woul<l seriously deliberate on tl1e state of the Colony" ith r •garcl 
to attle, and propose Rome plan for replacing the vast Humhern 
that have perished in the course of the late unfavoumlile Heason, 
]>roviued it shoulcl appear to them that the exigenci' of the 
Colony rnquirecl it." 

The Commissiouern ha,ing re<"ci,c<l arnl rea<l the lelt{'l' as ahove 
recile<l, took into serious e011sid •ration the important :rnl>j ·et or 
its contents, all(l proceeded therein without loss of time in :-;uch 
manner as appeared to them most likely to be prodnctirn of the 
desired effect, an<l the following measure grounded upon the result 
of their enquiries was recommended for the consideration of His 
Honor the Lieut. Uovcruor. 

The Connnissioners in the fin,t place were unauimou:;ly of 
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opinion after an examination of tho Lists of Cattle that had 
perishc<l, that some effcdini means wcro absolutely necessary to 
be put in practice in order to ruJ_Jlace tho vast numbers lost by the 
Inhabitants of the Corn DiRtricts, without which a check would 
certainly be occa'-lionc<l lo the progress an<l spirit of agriculture, 
arnl many <liflicullies he experienced in bringing tho several 
pro<l.ul'ts of the Country to market; tho must effectual moans for 
accomplishing this ohjeet appeared to lie in the attempt to open a. 
trade Ly way of barter \\·ith some of tho nations bonlcring on the 
Colony. 

Tho people from whom the former Government were most in 
tho habit of supplying tho ( 'olony in times of scarcity wore the 
Kaffern on the east side, aml the N'amaquas on the North; with 
the former iL appeared by no means advisable to the Commissioners 
that at tho present moment any communication ought to lm 
altempte<l by way of traffick; and the latier being reduce<l hy the 
neighbouring Bosjesmans and by a former trade with the Colony 
to a very few hurtles, and these uot posso,;sed of abundance of 
Cattle, J>o]icy required that this nation ought not (,o be tempteJ to 
part, with their remaining stock, as the consequences would le:l(l to 
their becoming Bosjesmans or Marauders either upon the Colonists 
or upon the neighbouring Tribes of Natives. 

Tho belt of Country exten<l.ing behind the Colony from the 
Kall'ers to the N amarprns was the only part that remained for 
ern1uiry, concerning which the Commissioners obtained the 
following information from a Farmer of Hoggevel<l of the name 
of }<'loris Yischer. 

That, the ,;aicl Yischer live<l in the l'lfolclle Hog~eYeld, which is 
distant from the Cape about Len days' journey; that behind the 
Hoggevel<l to the north-eastwan1, and about ten days' journey from 
it, was a great river usually calleJ the Groot an<l sometimes tho 
Omn!J(' Hivcr, upon the Banks of which was a tribe of people 
named Koranas, an<l many others, but none of them possess!ng 
much Cattle. Among or Yery ne·ir to the Koranas were dwelling 
certain Bastards or Men sprung from Europeans anJ Hottentots, 
who were in the constant practice of frequenting and trading with 
a populous Nation calle<l the Dericquas, situateJ about ten days' 
journey beyond the said Orange Hiver. 

The Bericc1uas were represented liy these Bastard~ as a kind of 
Kaffcr:, an<l a:, being e.xcccdiugly rich in horned Cattle, the 
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supplies of which ueyond their wants they were very willing to 
dispose of in exchange for the following articles : 

Large coloured beads, 
Thick Copper Wire for Bracelets, 
Coarse coloured Handkerchiefs, 
Tinder boxes and steels, 
Knives, 
Tobacco of the cheapesL kind, 
Small looking Glasses, 
1~al' l>elHlents, 
Yellow buttons, 
Tobacco boxes, 
J3ills or Hatchets, 
::;mall rou iTon in pieces of D inches long. 

That it was his opinion if a Commission composed of proper 
persons should be sent thither with a quantity of the above 
mentioneu articles a very considerable number of catile might be 
obtained in exchange for them. 

That some of the Colonists living in the Roggeveld would be 
proper persons to attend such a Commission into the Country of 
the Bericquas and particularly Jacobus Kruger of the Kleine 
Roggeveld, and Jacolrns Swanapoel; and that of the Bastards 
living with or near the Koranas, Cornelis Kok, Nicholas Barend, 
I>iet Baren<l, and Claas Adonis would be very proper to act as 
Interpreters and to assist in opening a communication with 
them. 

The Commissioners also having seen a plan drnwn up l1y 
,T. A. van Reenen for elfocling a supply of ( 'attle from the 
Tamaquas which they conceived to be understood hy him as the 

same people, namely the Beriequas, sent for the 1-1aid Van Reenen, 
who on a strict examination gave generally the same information 
regarding th,! Beric<pias and the mo1le of trallic with them; hut he 
recommended the journey to be made through the amaqna 
Country and along the banks of the Orange Hiver, instead of 
proceeding direct through the Hoggevel<l, an1l that the 1onunis,:ion 
should not by any mean. approach the craals or villages of the 
Bericqnas, but remain at a short distance on this side, :rnfforing 
the J. ativcs to bring out their Cattle 1.o them, in order to preYenL 
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any misun<lerstan<lings or <listuruances from taking place by a 
promiscuous intercourse of the Hottentots and others atten<ling 
the Commission, an<l the I3ericquas. 

These two persons Loth agree<l that the Month of Octouer was 
the most proper season for travelling thro' the Country uehind the 
Hoggevekl and for crossing the Orange Hi ver. 

In consequence of this information, which has also been corrobo­
rated from other quarters, the Commissioners entertain little doubt 
of the success of an expedition into the Country of the Dericquas 
provided proper and respectable persons could be found to entertain 
the same under the instrnctions of this Commission and accredited 
from the Government. But here they confess themselYes to lie 
under some difTiculty in recommending such persons as appear to 
them well qualified and at the same time willing to undertake so 
important an enterprize. They must possess a great share of 
aduress, consummate prudence, and unshaken integrity; must be 
under the influence of no selfish views, but actuated only by the 
laudable dcsiJ:e of doing good to their fellow Creatures and of 
being useful to the Colony at large. At the same time it 
will be but reasonable as the expedition must be attended with 
much personal inconvenience and a very considerable degree of 
fatigue and exertion both of body and mind ; and moreover as 
during its continuance the pursuits, occupations, and affairs must 
entirely be suspended or carried on by agents of those who shall 
embark in this service, that they should be very liberally rewarded. 
The profits, it is hoped, tlntt will arise from the barter of Cattle for 
the aforesaid articles will be sufficient to do this, and if the expedi­
tion be crowned with success in a very ample manner. 

They are of opinion that the Commission for eflecting the above 
mentioned purposes should consist of not less than three Gentle­
men; and that a majority of them in case of any difference in 
opinion should deci<le all questions. 

After long considemtion as to the persons most proper to be 
proposed to (fovernment for undertaking this important service, 
the three following Gentlemen met with the unanimous approba­
tion of the Commissioners, namely 

l'. J. TRUTEH, RsQHE., Member of the Court of ,Justice, 
\VILLI.Dr S Q~!ERVILLE, Es<1HE., Inspector of Public Duiklings, 
AuE.:-D v.\.N VrnuNG. 
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Application being made to these Gentlemen the two first 
mentioned immediately accepted the proposal, but the thinl 
declined it, stating that his domestic concerns would not admit of 
his absence. Mr. Kigler a Missionary now in the Roggeveld was 
tLerefore named to supply his place. 

Mr. Daniel an ingenious Artist was recommended by His 
Honor the Lieutenant Governor to accompany the Commission, 
haYing already in a former journey to the Eastward collecle<l 
materials highly valuable for elucidating the Natural History 
of Southern Africa ; he was therefore named as Secretary lo the 
Commission. 

His Honor the Lieutenant Governor haYing approYed of the 
plan and the Gentlemen proposed to carry the same into execution, 
the Commissioners lost no time in making the necessary arrange­
ments for the Expedition. Two of their members, Mr. Cloete and 
Mr. Vos, were deputed to purchase six "\Vaggons and lo lay in such 
an assortment of Articles for bartering with the Bericquas as 
should appear best calculated to answer the purpose; and they 
were particularly recommended to have everything in readiness 011 

or before the 1st of Octoher. 
Mr. Wium, a Gentlemm1 of Stellenbosch, was also dispatched to 

the Roggeveld to assemble the persons who were to accompany the 
Commission and to make the necessary preparations for the 
journey, in order to prevent any delay laking place at this 
extremity of the Colony. 

Instructions for a Special Commi.~sion appointed by the Commis­
sioners for regulating the Consumption of Gmi,i in this Uo/ony 
by order ancl tlndcr the sanction of Government. 

His Honor the Lieutenant Governor having highly approve<l the 
nomination of the three fol]owing Uenllemen as Commissioners 
for opening a trade for Cattle l>y way of l>arler with the Nation 
of the Bericquas, namely P. J. Truter, Es11re., Member of the 
Court of Justice, William Somerville, Esqre., and 1\fr. Kigler the 
l\fissionary, and also of Samuel Daniel, Esqre., as Secretary lo 
the Commission, has further direete<l that the following Instruc­
tions (lra.wn up by the Corn Commissioners should he recommen<le<l 
to their attention. 

1st. That the Commission procecu by the nearest and dired 
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road, provided circumstances will allow it, into the Country of the 
IlericquaR, situated about ten days' journey beyond the Groot or 
Orange Hiver, in order to open a trade with that Nation by way 
of barter, offering in Exchange such articles as they shall carry 
thither an<l be sought after by that people for their Cattle. 

2nd. That in the first place however the Commission assemble 
the persons neceRsary to attend at the house of Gerrit Vischer 
of the l\fohlle Roggeveld, among whom they will not fail to 
include Jacobus Kruger of the Kleine Roggeveld, Jacobus Swana­
poel living with Jan Vischer, :Floris Vischer, provide<l his health 
will allow it, with as many others as may appear either to be 
particularly useful to them or necessary for their protection in 
passing ihro' Countries infested by numerous hordes of plundering 
Bosjesmans. And here the Commissioners are strongly recom­
mended to give out the most strict and positive orders to the party 
attending them that on no account whatsoever they shall be 
allowed to molest, disturb, or in any shape injure those miserable 
wretches, but on the contrary that they omit no occasion of 
shewing them acts of kindness, and endeavouring by presents or 
otherwise to conciliate their good opinion and esteem. Some of 
these people if so inclined may perhaps be found useful in 
pointing out Springs of Water, killing Game, or communicating 
information of various kinds. 

3rd. That having completed their stock of provisions and 
assembled the necessary attendants at the house of Vischer as 
aforesaid the CommissiO'h should proceed to the Nation of the 
Koranas upon the right bank of the Orange River, halting however 
at this side where will be found the huts or kraals of a number 
of Bastards, among whom it is recommended to engage by liberal 
oilers of money or presents the following persons, namely Cornelis 
Kok, Nicholas Bareud, Piet llarend, and Claas Adonis, or such 
others who may be known to any of the Party as proper per.sons 
to proceed with the Commission to the Country of the Bericquas. 
:From these Bastards they will learn in what manner they are 
to treat with and pass thro' the Country of the Koranas. It 
perhaps may be a<ldsable to send over the river in the first place 
with a present for their Chief, and to explain to them the object 
of the Mission, in order to prevent them from taking alarm and 
spreading the same thro' the Country, perhaps also it may be 
found advisable to engage one or more of the Koranas to act 
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as Interpreters and to give information as to the best route to be 
pursued. 

4th. That leaving the Koranas the Commission should proceed 
within one day's journey of the Ilericquas and there halt. That 
from this place they send forward one or more of the Bastards 
or of the K.oranas with a present for the Chief of the Bericquas, 
to explain to him the nature of the Mission and to settle in what 
manner the Trade shall be opened and carried on. Here it will 
naturally occur to the Commission how very great a degree of 
caution will be necessary in order to prevent any misunder­
standings or disturbances from taking place by a promiscuous 
intercomse of the Hottentots and others attending the Commission, 
and the Bericquas; perhaps it may be found most prudent not t.o 
suffer any of the :Farmers or their Hottentots to proceell to the 
Kraals or Villages of the Bericquas, but to receive the Cattle from 
the Natives at a distance from their Kraals. 

5th. That no private trade be on any consideration allowed, nor 
a single Beast brought away but on account of the Commission 
alone; all the persons employed in this serYice to be pm.d for 
their time and trouble in money. 

Gth. That a regular &;count be kept of all the expenses 
attending the present Commission, from its first setting out till 
the completion of the same, which account is to be delivered to 
the Supreme Commission in Cape Town, accompanied at the s,ime 
time with a report of their Proceedings. 

7th. That as soon as a certain quantity of Cattle shall have 
been procured the Commission will take such steµs to forward 
them Capewards as the state of the Country with regard to water 
and herbage (information to be obtained only on the spot) will 
allow. That the first detachment being sent off and the trade 
fairly opened, one of the Gentlemen proceed direct to the Cape, 
not only to give information of the number so sent off and the 
route they meant to follow, but also to make a report of other 
matters concerning the progress of the Commission. 

8th. In the event of meeting with kraals of Hottentots, Bastards, 
or others on the journey, from whom a quantity of Cattle may l,c 
obtained either by barter or purchased at a reasonable rate for 
money, the Commission will of course avail itself of the oeeasion, 
but care must always be had not to distress them l>y taking aw:ty 
more than they can spare without injury to themselves, a caution 
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which on r.11 occasions will be present in the minds of the 
Commissioners. 

!Jth. That a discretionary power be given to the Commission 
to act in all cases as circumstances may point out and prudence 
seem to require. 

The Lieutenant Governor having approved the plan and the 
foregoing instructions, delivered the same to the Gentlemen 
named in the Commission accompanied hy a letter stating his 
motives for directing the Corn Commissioners to turn their 
attention to the snhject, and confirming the choice made by them 
of the persons proposed for carrying the plan into execution. 
Their willingness to undertake the expedition His Honor con­
sidered as equally creditable to themselves as flattering to their 
employers. 

On the 1st of October the Commission departed from Cape 
Town in six new W aggons stored with a variety of articles 
intended for bartering against the Cattle of the Bericquas. 

Afonday 5th October. 

The Lieutenant Governor transmitted to the Commissioners a 
:Memorial of Mr. Hogan as agent for the owners of the Prize Brig 
Balcna, in which he complained of not being allowed the appraized 
price for a quantity of flour and biscuit taken by the Commission 
out of the said Ship, at the same time they were directed to take 
into consideration the grievance complained of therein, and to act 
and decide on the prayer of the petition conformably to the powers 
vested in them. 

The Commissioners therefore informed Mr. Hogan by repeating 
what had already been stated to him in a former leLter on this 
suuject, that the situation of the Colony having occasioned. the 
passing of a law to prohibit all sales of Grain or :flour by PulJlic 
Auction or otherwise, the Commission would take the same at the 
very highest price that was then paying in Cape Town for the 
finest white Bread, acconling to which price the value of the 
lJread aml uiscuit woukl be paid on his application to the Corn 
Committee. The Commissio1wrs scarcely deemed it necessary to 
point out to him the abslmlity of appraising articles that could 
neither be !Jonghl nor ~oltl but thro' the medium of a Special 
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Commission appointed by Government for preventing l>y every 
possible means that should occur to them the Calamities of a 
famine then impending over the Colony. 

The Commissioners marked also on the Certificate of Mr. G. Hex, 
Marshal of the Admiralty Court, wherein it was asserted that the 
said Biscuit and Flour "were clelive1ecl over in order to l>e paid for 
l>y Government according to the appraised value thereof," that no 
such condition was ever mentioned or thought of on tho part of 
the Commissioners. 

.lforu:lay 12th October, 

Mr. Smith, Agent for the Captors, laid before the Commission 
various samples of Rice that had lately been urought into the 
Colony in Prize Vessels. 

The quantity indeed that in the course of a few days past had 
adventitiously l>een imported was so considerable that the opening 
of the Market for this Grain became a question of serious im­
portance, at all events it was resolved that the present high price 
should no longer be exacted from the Inhal>itants. 

Mr. Smith was thr.refore informed "that in consideration of the 
very large quantities of Hice now in the Colony and the still 
greater quantity hourly to l>e expected, the Commissioners were 
of opinion it would he both unreasonable ancl unjust to continue 
any longer the present high price of that article to the public; 
that moreover most of the specimens of Hice submitted to them 
appeared to ue already in a perishing state from their abounding 
with that devouring Insect the W eovil, which in the opinion of 
experienced persons who Juul been consulted on tho subject, 
rendered it unsafe to uo kept in store many months without 
clanger of being entirely destroyed or utterly unfit for use. Under 
these circumstances the Commissioners wouM not think them­
selves warranted to offer more than four Hixdollars and six 
Schellings per 100 lbs. Dutch Weight for tho whole quantity, 
payable in three Months after deli very, this hoing about the 
average price of ltice in the Colony in times of moderate plenty, 
as would appear to him from examining the V endue ltolls provious 
to the late scarcity." 

To this Tonder it was repliO!l on tho part of the Captors that tho 
price offered conl<l not be con.·itlcred l>y them as an adec1uate price, 
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and therefore they requested leave to dispose of the whole by 
l>ublic Sale, which leave was accordingly granted. 

Captain Venables of the Ship I'c[Ja.rns having for some weeks 
past refused to deliver a small quantity of Brazil Ilice for nine 
Hixdollars the hundred pounds was also permitted to bring his 
Hice to the open Market. 

Captain Jeffrys tendered also to the Commission a quantity 
of ·wheat and rye flour brought on an American Ship, but the 
prices were so exorbitant that it was thought fit to reject the offer, 
of which he was accordingly informed. 

Thursday 15th October. 

In consecruence of the daily influx of adventitious rice a Special 
Meeting was this day held to decide on the important question of 
laking a fixed price or entirely rejecting in future all Cargoes that 
should arrive in the Colony of this description; when after due 
consideration of the subject it was resolved 

That a free and open market should be allowed for all Ilice at 
present in the Colony or that should hereafter be brought into the 
Colony in Ships not chartered by the Commission or by Govern­
ment previous to the appointment of the Commission. 

Sunday 18th October. 

In consecruence of the--Urrival of the Loyalist from Bengal with 
a Cargo of Hice consisting of u,000 bags and amounting in weight 
to about !)00,000 pounds, a Special Meeting was called to consider 
whether it might not be prudent to forward the said Ship and 
Uargo to England, provided the Government should see a proper 
opening for ta.king such a step. 

This measure the Uornmissioners were decidedly and unani­
mously of opinion to recommend to the Lieutenant Governor, on 
the following considerations : 

1. Because the quantity of Hice already in the Colony amount­
ing nearly to one Million of pounds was fully adequate to one 
year's consumption of the Inhabitants. 

2. That the quantity of Wheat and Flour actually on hand were 
now ascertainc l to l,e a suflicient snpply under the present 
Hcgnbtiow; till the approaching Harvest, from the promising 
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appearance of which the Commissioners had well grounded hopes 
of a plentiful season. 

3. Because it has been communicated to the Commissioners that 
a second Ship has been taken up by the Government of India for 
the purpose of dispatching to this Settlemrnt with a Cargo of 
Rice, and 

4. Because they have intelligence of other ships chartered by 
them to bring Grain into the Colony, for the speedy arrival of 
some of which they have formed reasonable expectations. 

The Rice also on board the Loylllist being old, as specified in the 
Invoice and some of it very dusty as appeared from samples taken 
out of several bags, is by no means of a proper quality to be laid 
up in store, which must be the case if kept in the Colony, a 
twelve months consumption being already provided for. 

The Lieutenant Governor approving the resolution taken by the 
Commissioners, Messrs. ·walker & Robertson, Agents for tho Ship, 
were applied to for their sentiments as to the measure of sending 
forward the Cargo of Rice to London. Their answer was that 
provided the price of 32/ per cwt. according to the Minut0 of 
Parliament was guaranteed to the Owners they were willing to 
dispatch the Ship for l<'.ng1and. The prime cost of the Hice in 
India as shipped by the Board of Trade there, to he accounted for 
to the East India Company at the rate of 2/6 the Sicca Rupee, hut 
that in case of loss or capture they should not take upon them the 
responsibility. That the Captain and Owners should be entitled 
to any profits over and above the 32/ shoul(l Hice bear a higher 
price, also to such extra Bounty as may ue allowed either uy the 
Company or Government over and al.Jove the 32/ per cwt. Captain 
Walton to ue furnished with <locuments from tho Government 
setting forth the reasons for dispatching his Vessel to Eng law l. 

},fonday 26th October. 

Mr. Greene delivered to the Commission his report of the 
Biscuit received from the Loyalist and cleposited in tho l\fagaziiws, 
from which it appeared that the nett amount weighed 37, HD 
pounds, and that after covering all expenses upon tho same tho 
Cost would be n bout Lon ponce the pound. 

It was also roporte(l to tho Commission from Government that 
the flfol'ioii American had ani vo(l with a partial Hnpply of Hicu, 
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Wheat, and Bread. The Bread as in the case of the Loyalist came 
to the enormous price of ten pence per pound. 

The Wheat amounted to at least Len Hixdollars the Muid of 180 
pounds. As the price however of When,t has been fixed for the 
year by the Regulations of the Commission n,t eight Hixdollars, it 
was determined to issue the small quantity brought on the llfarion 
to the Bn,kers at the same price. The Hice brought in this Ship 
amounted to something more than three. pence a pound. It was 
therefore resolved 

That the Hice hrought in the AI/Irion should be issued to the 
Inhabitants and His Majesty's Troops at the rate of four stivers 
the pound, the said price to commence on the first day of delivery 
after the 31st of the present Month, and an advertisement to that 
effect was accordingly ordered to be vrinted. 

No intelligence of the Ship llfatilda having yet reached the 
Commissioners, which in the em:liest, stages of their appointment 
they had chartered upon the faith of the Captain, who promised to 
return with a Cargo of Hice not later than the Month of September 
provided by his Contract he should be allowed to go to Madras, 
where Hice was dearer but to be procuren sooner than in any other 
part of India, and upon which consideration they were inrluced to 
close with him on the very exorbitant terms demanded for the 
Hice, haying more dependance on this than on any other Ship 
taken up by them to bring a speedy relief to the Colony, they 
even were uf opinion that altho' no limited time was specified in 
the engagement of the Ship llfatildci yet as the sole object upon 
which she had been taken up and of which Capt. Hogue was well 
aware, namely that of bringing timely relief to the Colony by 
going to l\fadras in preference to any other I>ort, for which an 
m:trani.gant price was agreed upon to he paid to him, the said 
Captain Hogue has faile<l to fulfil his contract ; and that the 
l'ommis~ioners were further of opinion to recommend to . the 
Government to enter a protest against the said Ship Matilda 
provided she should nut arrive on or lJefote the 1st day of Novem­
ber next, as she had in no shape contributed to remove the diffi­
culties under which the Uulony was labouring and upon the 
grounds of which alone and the assurances of the Captain the said 
8hip had been engaged. 

They therefo e recommeiHhlll to His llonor the Lieutenant 
Covernor thaL the Colonial Secretary who hall made the Contract 

I~ p 
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slH_"1M he 1lirecte<l to enter n. l)rotm,t against the Cargo or l1i1•e to 
he shipprnl on hoar1l the .Al!tf iltl11 in case that Ship should 110(, 

arrive on or before the first, of November next. 

J,fontlay <Jth Nownbcr. 

The ,llatilda having arrivrnl arnl Captain Hogue ~atisfartmily 
accounte<l to the Commission for the delay lieyornl the time he hail 
heen exp •cted to arrirn, the Lieut. Governor was re 1neste11 the 
Cargo might be admitted to an entry for the account, of the 
Commission, some <lifftculties arising with regard to the payment 
of the same on account of the low stn.te of the l!'unds, and also of 
the Government Treasury, Mr. Hogue agreeu to receive Hills on 
England for the whole amount upon which the Military Paymaster 
Mr. Hoss was applied to by letter to know if he couM 1lraw upon 
His Majesty's Paymaster General for £30,000 or therealiouts, 
£;;,ooo of which sum to he furnislied imme<liately and the re. t in 
the com'8e of two or three :Months, the amount dmwn fur to be 
repln.ce1l in Paper money with the same premium thereon as shall 
be usually paid for his Hills in the Month when they shoulll be 
drawn; observing to him however that neither the Oovermnent 
Treasury nor the state of the fu1Hl!'l of th, Corn mission would allow 
an earlier a11Yance than ahout the 1Jeginning of ,January next, after 
which the payment, for the Bills might probalily be continue1l by 
mo11thly instalments of £:-i,000 en.ch. 

To this application Mr. Hoss rqilie1l thaL tho' he was not 
authorized to dl'aW liills for lu1li\ iduals on (1re1!it,, yet on the 
prl'scnt occasion that he shonl<l engage to draw Bills to tho 
amount and in the manner propo ell. 

The Treasurer <lelivcre1l in hi account of the deli,cry of Hier. 
purchased from the ( 'apt:tin of the A 111111 Jfo ri11, from "hich iL 
appeared that tho Cost arnl < 'hargcs amountccl to :1,7 11; Hi -­
dollars arnl the reLnrus to -!,tiOO 1 :3, leavillg a profit on this 
transaction of Hus. 8:i ! 1-:3. The loss in weiuht on :17, l•lli lb .. 
was :W:3 [ lbs. 

The Li •ntenant Uovprnor notifie1l to the Con1mis~ion that, the 
Elbil11fh lrnliarnan h,t<l brought, a supply of wheat, flour, an,l 
bi.'c11it fro111 Englancl, and dusin·cl that, they wonl1l take the arne 
urnll•r their diruetion The q11,u1til • a1·1·onling to the ltt•purL uf 
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the Storekc,~per was of Wheat 733 sacks or 183,250 Dutch lbs., of 
:Flour :2:H hhds. in store and 80 <lo. iu the Diomede, and of Biscuit 
UO hhds. in the Diomede and 117 <lo. in store. 

Tuesday 24th Noveinbcr. 

The Commissioners haYing helcl several Meetings and made a 
variety of experiments with the Whcn,t received from England 
which proved to be musty at length came to the following 
resolution : 

That 1 part English Wheat with 35 llJs. of Bran taken out of 
each Mui<l mixed with ~ Cape Wheat should be issued to the 
Bakers at the usual Price. 

The Commis ioners received a letter from the Lieut. Governor 
requesting their opinion on the propos1,l of the l3urgher Senate to 
dispose of the Public Windmills, to which it was stated in reply 
that " being unanimously of opinion that all Monopolies are 
prejudicial to the Interests of the Community, and finding no 
reasons to he urged against the application of this general principle 
to the particular instance in question they do not hesitate to 
recommend the measure proposed by the Burgher Senate, agreeing 
fully with them that a very consi<lemble ad vantage will accrue to 
the Public from the 1\fills being sold under such restrictions as 
may be tlcemed proper." 

The Commissioners further recommended that a general per­
mission should be given for erecting Mills in any part of the 
Country. 

Jfonday 7th December. 

Capt. 1\folvillc of the Inrlin from l\farlras ten<lcre<l to the Com­
misRion :1,000 hagR of Hice and Mr. Hogan ;iOO bags at the rate of 
(i Hix<lollars the 100 pound!'!, or in case the Commissioners slwnlJ 
not take it at that l'rice to allow tllem to dispose of the same uy 
Public Auction, to which leave was granted. 

S/lturday l~th Dr:ccmbcr. 

Capt. RllioLL of the Arlmiml Rai,iitr from Bengal slate,l to the 
'ommissioncrs \,hat he h:ul brought to this Setllemcnt, in com,o­

<1ucncc of Lord \V cllesley's recommc11<lation, 3,000 Sacks of Wheat 
I' 2 
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('orn weighing each about 160 pounds. As Capt. Elliott had taken 
in this Wheat expressly for the Colony and made the tender of it 
previous to the date that the Commissioners had fixed for reducing 
the price to 40 Rixdollars the load instead of GO Hixdollars, namely 
the 20th of the present Month, they considered him entitled to 
receive the full price as now paid to the Farmers, namely G Hix­
dollars the Muid of 180 pounds Dutch weight, free of Customs, 
but deliYered by Capt. Elliott at his own expense at the Grain 
Magazines. 

In consequence of this additional supply the Commissioners 
came to the following resolution : 

That a public advertisement he immediately issued giving 
Notice that all the Inhabitants of every description should now 
receive their full pound of bread each every day in the week 
except on Sundays when Rice would continue to be served out as 
usual. 

~Monday 14th Deecrnbcr. 

Some difficulties having occurred with regard to the payment of 
the Wheat received from Capt. Elliott, Mr. Pringle the Agent of 
the East India Company proposed to send out of the Colonial 
Stores a quantity uf Copper to India for account of the East India 
Company and to giYe Capt. Elliott Bills on them for the amount; 
the deficiency he also proposed to make up by private Bills on 
Irnlia ; and to receive payment for both these at a future period, 
which proposal was accordingly accepted. 

Monday 28th December. 

Various complaints having heen macle to tho Commission 
against the Hico hrought in the J,fatilrla on account of the 
extraordinary quantity of dust contained in iL, and a Committee in 
con. equence being appointed to examine and r0port upon tho same, 
deliverc<l in their statement at this Meeting accorllingly. 

Ifrom Lhis statement it appeared that the quantity ol' llust 
ueyonu that which is usually thrown into the bags hy way of 
preserving the Hice was nearly 2 per cent. Mr. Hogue therefore 
agreed thaL a deducLiou should he made upon the whole Cargo ul" 
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2 per cent. This deduction with the Tare being made, the Nett 
weight recefred intu Store according to Mr. :Fleck's receipt was 
1,G00,03\J lbs., amounting at 9½ Ri.x:dollars the 100 lbs. to 152,005 
ltixdollars, or allowing 20 per cent premium for Bills to £25,334 
sterling, which surn was furnished by the Deputy Paymaster 
General, the amount to be returned in paper money with the said 
prnmium of 20 per cent. 

His Honor the Lieut. Governor having signified thro' the 
Secretary his intention of dissolving the Commission on the 
31st of January 1802, and desired that the necessary steps might 
be taken to that end, it was resolved that a letter should be written 
to His Honor stating that" having lost no time in taking into due 
consideration His Honor's Message, when it appeared to them that 
the first step to decide upon was 

" 1. The opening the Market for Wheat Corn, or 
" 2. The continuance of 1.he price of 4:3 Rixdollars the load as 

fixed upon by Proclamation of the 13th February. 
" On the general principle of a free and open market being 

preferable to a monopoly, the Commissioners entertained but one 
opinion, but the l)eculiar circumstances under which this Colony 
is placed furnished many strong and apparently insurmountable 
objections against the policy of throwing open the market at this 
moment. For although the ]!'armer might perhaps be fully as well 
satisfied with 30 Rixdollars for his Corn if brought to a free and 
open market as with 40 hen constrained to deliver it at a certain 
time and place, yet the privileged Bakers of the town not being 
prei-,ared as usual as to conveniencies for receiving a large stock 
on hand or with money to pay for the same, could only take a 
very small portion of the Corn that would be brought up to town 
in the :Months of February, 1\farch, and April, when more than 
three fourths of the Harvest are sent in. The rest would be 
l>ought upon speculation at a low mte perhaps for feeding horses, 
hogs, arnl poultry, and a. scarcity in a.11 prolmbility would again be 
felt in the la.tier part of the year, notwithstanding the abundant 
Crops in every part of the Country. 

" It was therefore the unanimous opinion of the Commissioners, 
that if such means couhl be clevised as would enable the existing 
Corn Committee appointed by Proclamation of lhe 22nJ. December 
1800 to eontinue to the ]!'armers the !'rice of 4:3 Hixdolhtrs the 
Loall as fixed by Proelamation of the 13th February, it would noL 
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only secure to the Inhahitants a supply of Com efprnl to tlll•ir 
want and bread at a reason'.1.hle price, hut would in all prolml,ilit,y 
prevent a great tleal of confusion and mischief. The only oLjection 
that appears to the carrying on of the functions of 1he Corn Com­
mittee is the indi. pensil,le necessity of having a fund of money to 
pay for the Grain, the hulk of which as before mentioned is brought 
up in the course of two or three Months: the :Farmer living at a 
distance has always been accustomed to receiYe payment for his 
Corn on delivery. 

"Havinrr taken these circumstances into due consideration the 
"' Commis 0 ioners are of opinion, and. they take the liberty to 

recommend it as an unohjectional,le measure, that, a new 
fabrication of paper money to a certain extent should he 
sanctioned Ly Government in order to be placed. in the hands 
of the said Corn Committee for the express purpose of purchasing 
\Vheat Corn, on condition that the like sum of paper money 
should be destroyed. as the Corn is delivered out of the lfagazine 
to the Bakers, the new issue being thus consitleretl as nothing 
further than a temporary and mutual accommo<l.ation l>etween the 
Gornrnment and the Inhabitant , and. in no wise meant to encrease 
the present Capital of paper money now in circulation. And as 
His Honor the Lieutenant Governor has been pleased to state that 
many difficulties lrnve occurred under the present circumstances of 
the Colony as to the payment of a Cargo of Hice l,rought in the 
,lfatiMa, the Commissioners are of opinion with the Lieutenant 
Governor that as a part of Lhe said Cargo was assigne<l for the use 
of the Colony, and ha<l heen engaged for at a time when the 
calamities of a famine were threatening the Country, it appmrs 
hut rca ·1_111able arnl just the sai<l pmtion of rice shoul,l be left in 
charge of the Com CommiLtee as a stuck for the u. e of the 'olouy 
as ori.,inally intended, the cost priee of tho sai<l rice to lie replacC!l 
in the Uoverument Treasury of the new fabrication of pap •r 111011cy 
proposc<l to be issue<l. 

" For this tloul;le pnrpo. e of enabling the Corn 'omrnittee to 
1nu·chase and. store a <pumtity of wheat mul to pay for the porti011 
of the 1llatilclri's Cargo as,;igne<l for tlte use of the I nhahiLaut.9, 
irnlcpernleut of the Am1y awl rnvy the 'ommissioner· are of 
opinion that a sum not le ·s than 180,000 Hi. <lollar (namely 
100,000 for the Wheat arnl 80,000 for the nice) shonl,l be onlcrctl 
tu he . tamped aml si:;uml ,, itlt all po iule (li:patch and urnler the 
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cornlitions before mentioned, which they are further of opuuon 
will tend to promote the general interest and benefiL of the 
Colony." 

Jfonday 4th January 1802. 

The Storekeeper of the Grain Magazines delivered in his reporL 
of the quantity of \Vheat received into store from the .Admiral 
Rainier, from "hich it appeared that there were receirnd into the 
Cmnaries J,087 bags weighing 1 Tett 7:38,07G lbs., or 4,100 l\Iuitls 
of 180 ll>s. each, at 6 Hixdollars the ~fuid, amounting to 2-!,GOO 
Hixdollars or £-!,100 , 'terling. 

The continual demands upon the funds of the Corn Committee, 
esp 'eially that for the nice Lrought in the ~lfatilda, rendering it 
impossible to discharge this alJove aecount immediately, lir. Princrle 
the East India Company's Agent undertook to pay Capt. Elliott 
the aborn sum in a bill on India for :33,800 Ricca Hupees, fur 
wliieh he was to receiYe in return Copper out of the Colonial 
8tore amountinrr to £1,-!70-18-0 t and Bill on England for 
£3,u:20-1-2¾, total £-!,100. 

It was also reported that there had been receiYetl into the 
(; ranaries from the , 'hip Jli ,uy Du1ulas belongin" to ~1cssrs. 
Walker & Hobertson 47,li73 lbs. of Hice amounting to Hus. J,!J.±1-3. 

1Jrcd!U'i;day the 27th. 

The Commi~sioners met this day for the purpose of dosing their 
prol'C 'llings, and disposing of the remaining stoek of Breall 
pro\ dons on hand, when the following arrangements were 
made: 

\Vm:.\T.-The re:maining part, of the ·wheat purchased from the 
Admiral Rainia at GO Hixdollars the Lo:ul to Le "i\"en over to 
the 'orn Committee at the fi.·ed price of 43 Hixclollars the Loatl, 
allll al o any other \Vheat remaining on hautl. 

Fwun.-As much of tltl' remains of the American flour as 
rn:tkes up the proportion assigned for the Inhabitants iudepernlcnt 
of the Army allll 'N"avy to he "i ven o\"er to the Com Committee at 
prinll' co. L, arnl dispo cd of acconlinrr to the Hl'gnlation rn:ule hy 
tlte Burgher ~cnate. The remaiml •r, being the i;lune ealculate,l 
for the use of the Troop:, to lJe taken by the Cum111i::; ary Ccneral 
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at prime cost. The English flour brought by the Elizabeth, of 
which no Invoice has been received, to he taken also by the 
Commissary General. 

B1scurT.-All the Biscuit received from India and also from 
England to be delivered into the charge of the Commissary 
General. 

RICE.-The proportion of this Grain brought in the 1'fatildii 
assigned for the use of the Inhabitants, namely 800,000 pounds, to 
be laid apart in a Warehouse. Two years supply for 5,000 Men 
at the rate of two pounds a week, or 1,000,000 lbs., to he delivered 
over to the Commissary General, and the rest to be sold by Public 
Auction for whatever it will fetch. 

Signed in the Burgher Senate House the 30th January 1802. 

(Signed) 

r Original. J 

IlOGElt CURTIS, 
A. BARNARD, 
0. G. DE W .ET, 

W. S. VAN RYNEVELD, 

J OIIN HOOKE G HEENE, 

P. L. CLOETE, 

J. J. Vos, 
J01rn BAnnow. 

Letter from Mu. JOUN lloLLAND to LORD HOBART. 

VIOE AD!!IRALTY COUil'!', 

CAPE OF Goon IloPE, lat Fwruary 1802. 

MY Lorm,-It appearing that the American Ship Josrph will 
touch at the Isle of Wight, I em brace the opportunity of sub­
mitting to Your Lordship that it will he necessary some J>rovision 
should be macle either l,y an Article of the l)efinitive Treaty or 
such other Method as His Majesty's Ministers shall in lheir 
wisdom think proper, for the Termination of Causes pell(liug in 
the Vice Admiralty ourt of this Colony and that ,vill not in all 
J>rohahility be finally determined upon preYious to the Surrender 
of the Cape. 

The Matters I particularly allu<lc to arP Ca. cs standing fur 
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Claims, and Causes not yet hrought to hearing that may eYentually 
stand in the same I>redicament. Also in Cases of Appeal, where 
Property has been delivered over on Security of Dutch Inhabitants 
to abide the Event of the Appeal, over whom the Court will cease 
to have ,Jurisdiction, unless specially provided for. Like Securities 
have also been taken for Letters of Marque and other Purposes 
necessary to the Proceedings of the Court. 

I should further submit to your Lordship that it will be 
necessary in Cases of Confirmation of Sentences of this Court by 
the High Court of Appeals, their Lordships will be pleased to 
retain, and not remit those Cases as is customary on like Occasions, 
by reason of the Proceeds having been hitherto remitted to the 
Bank of England according to the Tenor of the Prize Act, and that 
those Sums which are not yet brought in to the Hegistry will 
be remitted in like manner as soon as they shall have been 
received. 

I humbly conceive it will meet with the approbation of 
Government that the Hecords of the Court should be trans­
mitted to the Registry of the High Court of Admiralty, and 
unless Directions are forwarded to me on that Head, I shall 
adopt such a measure previous to quitting the Colony. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) J om, HOLLAND. 

l Oflice Copy.J 

Letter from LOUD IloBAilT to LIEUTENANT GENEIL\.L 

:FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

DOWNING STllEET, 12th February 1802. 

Sm,-Rome circumstances liaving occurred which render it not 
improbable that the negotiation at Amiens may be interrupted, I 
havo received Ilis Majesty's 'ommands to direct, that you will 
cause the utmost circumspection to be employed for guarding 
against the consequences of the possible recunence of Hostility; 
that you will with this view issue the most positive directions for 
the observance of the strieiest 1liscipline aud ,igilance iu every 
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department of the Service, regulating the whole of your Conduct 
by a cautious regard to the British Interests in the Security of the 
important Colony under your Government. I have &c. 

(Signed) lfoBAm'. 

[Copy.] 

Gover nmcnt Ad1:ertiscmcnt. 

·whereas it has appeared that notwithstanding the abundant 
Crops of Barley of the present Season in this Settlement, large 
quantities of which have already been brought up and sold to 
Individuals in the Market in Cape Town, a small part only has as 
yet been delivered at the Store of the Commissary General of the 
quantities fixed by the Commissioners to be delivered hy each 
l<'armer in the Districts of Stellenbosch and the Cape, for the use 
of His Majesty's Troops. Notice is hereby given that should the 
due performance of this obligation be omitted, or the full portion 
of each ]farmer's Share of Grain fail to be delivered in the course 
of the present Month of March, His Honor the Lieutenant Governor 
will direct after the 1st of April next, Detachments of His Majesty"s 
Troops to be stationed at the Houses of such Farmers as shall 
have neglected to pay a due attention to this order, there to live 
at free quarters until the required quantity of Grain shall have 
been brought up and delivered, or proper and satisfactory reasons 
assigned for the non compliance with tho indispensaule regulations 
upon this subject. 

Given in the Castle of Good Hope this 3rd day of March 1802. 

By Command of His Honor the Lieutenant Governor. 

(Signed) A. BAtt~ARD, Secretary. 

[Copy.] 

Gvrcrnmcnt Advfirliscuirnt. 

Whereas certain persons who applie<l for a part of the loan 
lately issued through the Lomhanl Bank have not appeared to 
take up the several Sums of money alfixe1l tv their umucs uy the 
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Commissioners appointed to examine the lists, Notice is hereby 
given that unless tho said persons shall make application for the 
same before the 12th of tho present :Month they will after that day 
be considered to haYe forfeited their claim to any part of the said 
loan, and the se.-cral sums intended for their use will be appro­
priated to other persons who have made application for them. 

Castle of Good Hope, 5th March 1802. 
By Command of His Honor the Lieutenant and .Acting 

Governor. 
(Signed) II. Ross, Deputy Secretary. 

[ Original. J 
Letti r Jro11i VICE ADMIRAL CURTIS to EVAN 

N EPEAN, EsQHE. 

Lancaster, TABLE BAY, 

CAPE OF GooD HoPE, fJth llfarch 1802. 

Sm,-Thc Penguin which was sent to the Isle of France as 
mentioued in my Letter of the 20th December last, to notify the 
exchange of the Ratification of the Preliminary .Articles of Peace 
to the Governour, and to recommend to him to restrain the Sailing 
of any Vessel from that Island for the purpose of committing any 
further hostility, returned. from thence on the 12th ultimo. The 
I'mvuin arrived at the Isle of France tl~e 20th January, and by 
her I received a Letter from the Governour dated the same day, 
containing the following Paragraph: 

"Votre Excellence peut etre assur6e quo des co moment aucune 
expedition Hostile ne seront lfoites duns mon Gouvernement 
coutre le V otre." 

Captain Bouverie of the I'cnvuin informed me there were three 
Privateers belonging to the Isle of :France then at Sea ; and two 
fitting in the Port which would soon have sailed, had not the news 
of Peace arrived, and of which no intelligence had been sent from 
]<'ranee. Captain Ilouveric further informed me, the news he 
carried appeared to give very general satisfaction, and that he was 
treated with great hospitality, politeness, and attention. 

In my Lelter of the 20th December last, I stated my reasons 
for detaining here the Ilindostan Storcship. The period of the 
retnrn of the NW :\fousoon being fast approaching, which will 
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oblige the Rhips of the R<1nadron to repair to Simous Bay, I have 
come to the resolution of embarking immediately on board the 
llindo.~tan the :Naval Stores which are here, although I have 
received no instructions to that effect; because, were it not <lone 
liefore the time comes when we must of necessity take shelter in 
the other Day, they could not be taken off until the latter ell(l of 
the month of Reptember next, before which Ships cannot with any 
safety ride in Table Bay: And I flatter myself my conduct herein 
will meet with their Lordships approbation. I hope the Jli,ulostan, 
or at all events that Ship and the Hhips of \Var, will be alile to 
contain all the Naval Stores both here and in Simons Bay. There 
are some Articles which it will be more atlvantageous to His 
Majesty's Service to dispose of here, than to remove. 

We have here a vast quantity of Salted Provi8ions; but as 1 
particularly stated the same to the Commissioners of the Victual­
ling in a Letter dated the ~Gth May last, and reminded them of it 
in a Letter of the 18th of last December, suitable instruetions will 
doubtless be sent concerning it. I am &c. 

(Signed) Houm CuitTrn. 

[Copy.] 

Govcrnmrnt Advertisement. 

His Honor the Lieutenant and Acting Governor has fournl it 
necessary (in order to prevent improper applications relatiYe to the 
exportation of East India goods from this Settlement) to inform 
the public that all goods or merchamlize brought from the east­
ward, under the license of the Uon'ble East India Company, to 
this port, for the consumption of the Rettlement, cannot be 
exported from hence without a special licence olitaine<l from the 
llon'ble Court of Directors in London, or their Governments 
in India, for that purpose. Conse<1uently any application hy 
memorial or petition of His Honor the Lieutenant and Acting 
OoYernor, with a view to obtain such indulgence, cannot be 
attended to. 

Castle of Good Hope, 11th March 180~. 
:Dy Command of His Honor the Lieuten:mL and A<"ting Uovernor. 

(~igned) ,\. BAH~Altll, ~ecrdary. 
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[Original.] 

Lcltt1· /tom Bmr..rnrnn GENERAL V AXDELEUR and others to 
LrnUTENANT GENERAL DUNDAS. 

CASTLE OF Goon HOPE, 16th 1Jfarch 1802. 

Sm,-\Ve do ourselves the honor of transmitting to Your 
Excellency the rruceedings of ihe Enquiry instituted by His 
Majesty's Commands, and which we have pursued according to the 
Instructions contained in your Letter of the 24th October last. 

Yonr Excellency on perusing those Heports and the accom­
panying Papers will certainly perceive that almost eYery rerson 
whom we have been led to examine is more or less implicated in 
the Transactions which they might be able to elucidate, and that 
therefore the Evidence they have given is not perhaps so full and 
explicit as Your Excellency and His :Majesty's Ministers may 
expect. \Ve can however assert with the greatest confidence that 
no exertion has been left untried on our parts to realize what was 
expected from our endeavours. 

We have only further to explain to Your Excellency that owing 
to the difficulty of obtaining several points of information, and the 
time necessary for copying the rapers, &c., together with the 
Official duties of the Commissioners which could not be dispensed 
with, we have not been able to complete our duties sooner. 

(Signed) 

We have &c. 

Tnos. P. V ANDELEUR, Brigadier General, 
JouN PRINGLE, Commissary General, 
\V. S. VAN RYNEVELD, Fiscal, 
EDWARD Buc..:KLEY, Civil Paymaster, 
,ToIIN BARROW, Auditor General. 

[ Original.] 

Rc1>0rt Jj the Go11imissio1u-rs appointl'rl to invcsli!Jaic certain Charges 
against Sm GEORGE YONGE. 

The unclersigne(l Commissioners appointed by Proclamation of 
the 22nd October 1801, to Enquire into certain abuses said to have 
taken place (luring the Administration of Sir George Yonge, 
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having helcl several meetings for the purpose of Collecting and 
Arranging such Documents as appeared to them 1iecessary for 
assisting their investigation of the several points laid before 
them by Lieut. General Dundas, Lieutenant Governor, &c., &c., 
ancl contained in a minute of the Hight Honorable Lord Hobart, 
one of His Majesty's principal Secretaries of State, and having 
examined such evidences as appeared material to substantiate 
or invalidate the Charges submittecl for their investigation; deliver 
their report upon the same in the ortler of the Charges exhibitetl 
upon the aforesaid minute. 

FIRST CHARGE. 

An Infraction of the 8th Article of the Capitulation mulcr irhich 
the Colony was S11rrendc;c1l to IIis lfajcsty, namely in imposiny 
New Taxc.~, and Augmenting those already establishrd, particu­
larly in the Instance of Licenses .for Killing Game and for 
Billiard Tables, in c.xtcndiny the Sta mp Duties a nrl by a nr·w 
ta.x on Grain (ln<l Spirits to the great dissatisfaction mul 
Injury of the Inlwbitants. 

It appears to the Commissioners that the first Act of Sir George 
Yonge's Government which gave a great degree of offence and 
general dissatisfaction was the shutting up of the pulJlic garden. 

This happened almost immediately after his arrival in the 
Colony, and at a Season of the Y car, the midclle of Summer, when 
the Inhabitants were accustomed to Enjoy the refreshing coolness 
of the Shady walks, the only A venues of the kincl in the vicinity 
of the Town. 

This tacit but effectual intercliction from entering the Clarclen 
being louclly complainecl against, was at length followed up by a 
public order of the Government issued thro' the Colonial Secretary 
(A No. 1) explanatory of the reasons that had induced the Uovernor 
to adopt this measure, the prineipal of whieh "·as that of putting 
the whole into a state of repair, and altho' permission was given 
to all decent persons to enter the Garden on the cornliLion of 
writing down their names in the Guarcl house at the cntranee of 
the principal Gate, very few seemed willing to purchase as an 
indulgence what they hacl always eonsi(lcre<l as a right, on sueh 
Conclitions, however reasonable they might appear. 

The enquiries of the Commissioners being directed to aseertain 
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the General Opinion as to the extent and meaning of the Com­
pany's Oanlen, as it is u nally called, have led them to conclude 
that, though the shutting up in the first instance and the restric­
tions afterwards imposed on opening this public walk, cannot be 
considered as a direct Violation of any of the Articles of the 
Capitulation under which this Settlement surrendered to His 
Majesty's Arms, yet it was nevertheless a breach of an ancient 
}>rivilege enjoye<l from time immemorial not only by the Inhabi­
tants but also by strangers and persons of every description as 
appeared to them from the information of several old and respec­
tal>le natives, arnl from the lh'positions of two of the lfem hers of 
1.lie Burgher Renate (A,._ o. 2) who were examined on this subject. 

Licrncrs to be taken out fur 1.-rrpin,r; Billiard Tables, holding Clubs 
c\': Societies, ct-c., ct'-c. 

The Second Act which appears to militate against the terms of 
the !)th Article of the Capitulation arnl which is specifically 
adverted to in the Charge now under consideration, is contained 
in the proclamation of the l(Jth Fel>ruary 1800 (A Xo. 3) direct­
in,, that a return of all Clul>s and other ocieties shouhl be made 
to the ecretary's Office, under the penalty of :Five hundred Hix­
dollars in case of neglect or refusal; and that no Club or Society 
should hereafter be held, without Laking out an annual licence for 
the same, and also paying the sum of Twenty-five Hixdollars for 
such licence, and that any person or persons found to hold meet­
ings or to allow any Clul> or other Society of any Description to 
a:--scml>le in his or their houses without sud1 licence, should for 
the first OJlence pay a sum of :Five liurnlred rixdollars, for the 
~cconll Offence their house a1ul property should be confiscated and 
them elves banished from the Colony. 

All(l the same J>ro ·lamation also directs that no person or 
persons shall be at lil>erty to keep a public billiard table, unless 
they shall have previously obtained permission from His Majesty's 
Fiscal and have paid the sum of :Fifty Hixdollars into the hands 
of His ~fajesty's Heceiver General, And moreover that all persons 
not having such licence shall have his Hilliard table confiseate<l 
an(l also forfeit the sum of Five Hurnlred Hixdollars over awl 
above the penalty dct:lare<l to he inflicted on persons holding 
( 'luhs or meetings without licence. 
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Altho' the Uommissioners are fully aware that the imposing and 
exacting payment for licences to hold Ulubs or Societies and for 
keeping billiard tables, as they have ascertained to have been 
carried into effect in many instances, is against the letter of the 
9th Article of the Capitulation, which expressly says that no new 
Taxes shall be imposed, yet they think it their duty at the same 
time to state that the Operation of this Act, being confined merely 
to certain regulations for the improvement of the Police of the 
Town, affecting only a very few individuals and evidently intended 
to promote and maintain good order and to discourage idleness, 
was neither offensive to the Inhabitants, nor productive of any 
Oppression or mischief, on the contrary it might rather perhaps 
be considered as a wise and proper check against disorderly meet­
ings, gambling and dissipation. 

The Commissioners moreover cannot forhear taking notice that 
the Burgher Senate, the usual clurnnel through which the represen­
tations of the Inhabitants are conveyed to Government, did not in 
any shape interfere on this Occasion. 

Game Lau·s. 

Another act however of Sir George Yonge's Administration was 
considered as a direct Violation of the 9th Article of the Capitu­
lation, against which among several other grievances, the Burgher 
Senate remonstrated in their meeting of the 9th September 1800. 
This was the establishment of certain Hules and Hegulations 
ordered to be observed with regard to the killing of Game, and 
the taking out from the Secretary's Oflice an annual licence or 
qualification for that purpose, for each of which licences was 
exacted the sum of Five Hixdollars, the neglect or transgression 
of the said regulations to be punished with certain penalties as 
specified in the Proclamation of the 15th ,July 1800 (A No. 4). 

The Commissioners on directing their Enquiries into the subject 
of killing game, found that certain reaulations and restrictions on 
that head did exist in the former Government, but had of late 
years nearly, if not entirely, fallen into disuse; and these were 
principally intended to establish a limitation with regard to the 
time of killing Game, which limitation was meant to extend only 
to a certain distance from the Uapital; for it appears, that Game 
both large and small arc found in such almnuauce in the distant 
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parts of the Colony, that any prohibition or restriction against 
their being destroyed would be attended with very material injury 
to the Farmers dwelling in those parts, as is stated to have been 
the case in the present instance where the prohibition was made 
General. Exclusive of the difference in the old and new law, the 
restrictions contained in Sir George Yonge's proclamation do not 
exactly coincide with those originally laid down by the Dutch 
Government; It appears however from the letter of the Burgher 
Senate above alluded to (A No 5) that the new Regulations were 
not considered by that Board of such a grievous tendency as to 
require their being done away; for they have even approved of 
every part of the Proclamation except that which exacts the pay-
11Lent of Five rixdollars for the annual licence to kill Game, 
which they considr,r as a new and direct tax upon the Colony. 

Many complaints however against the new Game laws proceeded 
from the Farmers of the interior districts of the Settlement. These 
people having always been in the unrestrained habit of killing 
every species of Game, not merely as an amusement, but for the 
Subsistence of their numerous families in order to spare their 
Stock of Sheep and Cattle, and also in many places to prevent 
their Fields of grain from destruction, found themselves extremely 
aggrieved by the restrictions now imposed. Their Complaints it 
appears were at length attended to, for on the 6th of November 
1800 an Advertirnment from the Government (A No. 6) was made 
public, modifying the r~trictions laid down in the aforesaid 
Proclamation, but the tax on granting licences continued to be 
levied. 

Additional Tithes on Colonial Produce, &c. 

l<'rom the foregoing acts of Sir George Yonge, and some others 
that do not properly fall under the first article of charges, a great 
degree of ill will and a general discontent seemed to prevail among 
the Inhabitants, which was still further increased by the Proclama­
tion of the 14th August 1800 (A No. 7). 

In this Proclamation it was directed that the tythes upon every 
product in the Colony, subject to duty, should he levied and 
collected by the person appointed for that purpose, in proportion 
to the market prices of the Town, with an exception however that 
on every article dcli\'erecl to Government the tythes should be 
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levied in proportion to the price paid by Government ; and the 
same Proclamation further direr.ts that every leaguer or pipe of 
Brandy bruught into Cape Town shall be subject to the tythe or 
impost of Six rixdollars the leaguer instead of three rixdollars 
the tythe usually levied upon that article. And by the same 
Proclamation the Collector of the Tythes is authorised to open and 
examine all kegs or leaguers previous to his receiving the duties 
thereon and allowing the same to pass into the Town. 

Wine Tasting Drpart1ncnt. 

And moreover on the 25th of the same month another Proclama­
tion (A No. 8) was issued ordering and establishing an entire new 
Department of a very grievous, oppressive and vexatious nature, 
totally unheard of in the Colony before. By this Act was created 
a sort of excise and an authority to examine and taste all wines 
and spirituous liquors whether Manufactured in or imported into 
this Settlement. The Officers appointed to carry into effect the 
Orders and Instructions contained in this Proclamation were 
Richard Blake Esquire the Governor's private Secretary Uhief 
'Taster and examiner of wines, and Arend de W aal Esquire 
Iteceiver General Deputy Taster and examiner of the same, to 
whom were given full Powers and Authority to enter into taste 
and examine the same in any cellar, warehouse, public house, or 
any place whatsoever where wines and Brandy or other li<1uors are 
Sold, either wholesale or Retail, and by Virtue of the said Procla­
mation the Taster and Deputy Taster of wines and I~rancly are 
empowered to stop all waggons bringing wine or brandy to Town 
and to open and taste the said wine, Brandy or other liquors, arnl 
in case they should be of Opinion that the same were of an inferior 
quality to destroy them upon the spot. 

The Commissioners conceive it to be unnecessary for them to 
enter into any detail as to the Operation of the two last mentioned 
proclamations upon the public mind; particularly as the Grievan­
ces and inconveniences resulting from these mea:.1mes are Stated 
at full length in the general letter of the Burgher Senate of the 
!)th September (A No. 5). They cannot however avoid remarking 
that notwithstanding the llepresentations made in the said letter 
to the Governor on the suhject of opening the Casks at the Barrier, 
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which appear to them to be just and reasonable, and that the 
dispensing with the Order of Opening the Casks would in no 
shape frustrate the intention held out by the said Proclamation, 
namely the melioration of the wines and Spirits made in or 
imported into the Colony, and the prevention of bad and unwhole­
some wines and Spirits being Vended, yet the Commissioners do 
not find that any public order was given to discontinue the 
practice, which with some modifications as appears from the 
Deposition of Arend de W aal the Deputy Taster, was continued 
until the whole proclamation was revoked by another of the 2Gth 
August 1801 under the Administration of the rresent Lieutenant 
Governor Lieutenant General Dundas. 

It appears to the Commissioners that they have now gone over 
the most material points in which during the Administration of 
Sir George Yonge the Stipulations made in the 9th Article of the 
Capitulation have been actually infringed, but others still remain 
for their investigation, not less important in their nature than any 
of the foregoing, wherein very strong attempts were made to 
Violate the rights of the Inhabitants and trample on the estab­
lished usage of the country. 

Attempt to grant in property the public lands rnortgaged for 
the Paper Currency, J':c., d':c. 

An instance of this kil.ld appears in the correspondence of Sir 
George Yonge with the Burgher Senate, (Bundle marked B) on 
the subject of granting in perpetuity to Mr. Duckitt the Agricul­
turist a number of places or public grounds amounting to more 
than 1000 acres, which were actually surveyed and which do not 
include the slip of land between twenty and thirty miles in length, 
nor the whole of Paarden Island. 

A notification to this effect was first communicated to the 
Burgher Senate by Mr. Barnard the Colonial Secretary in a letter 
of the 24th March (B No 1) transmitLing diagrams of the same 
and sign;fying to them the Governor's Commands, that they should 
without delay appoint the usual deputation, to proceed to the said 
places or grounds, then and there to examine whether they could 
be granted without any prejudice to Uovernment, to the public or 
to the adjacent places. 

In this leLLer was enclosed the petition of Mr. Duckitt, wherein 
tl ~ 
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he states that "being ordered by Government to be Established 
here, he had lost no time in proceeding to carry his instructions 
into execution, Accordingly he had undertaken to CultiYate the 
:Farm called Clapmuts as an experimental farm, that he also found 
it necessary to have the use of the Government place in Sweet 
milk Valley as change of pasture for his Cattle, that he had begun 
to fulfil the intentions of Government, and that he had stepped 
forward in a very important branch of the public service, and that 
he humbly hoped he was therefore entitlecl to some reward, of 
which he was assured when he left England, and therefore Submit­
ted for the Governor',, consideration, that as Mr. Dundas had 
assured him that he had spoken to His Excellency on the subject 
of granting him something which he might enjoy as his own, and 
that as His Excellency had full Powers he had only to present 
his request that having been fixed on his arrival in a place at 
Simons Town, which had proved very convenient, and which he 
was desirous of retainin<T, humbly prayed for a permanent grant 
of the same, adding thereto the Slip of land extending to Cape 
Point, and moreover as His Excellency was desirous that a reward 
should be granted to him for his services of such a nature as to 
further the grand object of encouraging agriculture, he had there­
fore well examined such places near the Metropolis as appeared 
to him capable of Improvement and humbly begged leave to 
request a permanent grant of certain places" (which he enumer­
ates) amounting as before mentioned to 1000 acres. 

This l>etition of Mr. Duckitt was endorsed "Mr. Duckiti's 
Peiition for Grant of L'tnds approved Geo. Yonge, a commission 
to be appointed to report without delay." 

Before the Commissioners proceed to notice ihe Steps taken by 
the Burgher Senate on this application, they cannot forbear 
remarking, that Mr. Duckitt, having been a very short space of 
time in the Colony, and made no sort of returns whatsoever, nor 
even put a plough into the ground, ( whatever he may have done 
since) for the large sums of money with which he had been fur­
nished from the Colonial Treasury, amounting as appears from tbc 
accounts of the Receiver General to more than ]forty thousancl Rix­
dollars; they are very much at a loss to State the nature of the 
Services alluded to by Mr. Duckitt; They also think it proper to 
remark that the slip of lwul extending Lo the Uapc Point all(l 
Petitioned for by Mr. Duckitt in addition to the rest, is a cltaiu of 
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hilly ground from twenty to thirty miles in length, and the only 
spot upon which the Inhabitants of Simons Town can turn out 
their Cattle to Graze and which is of still greater importance the 
cattle of those who in the winter Season carry supplies to His 
Majesty's Squadron and other ships lying in the Day. 

The letter of the Colonial Secretary and Mr. Duckitt's Petition 
were accompanied or very shortly followed by a letter from Sir 
George Yonge to tht: Burgher Senate (B No 2) wherein he states 
for their further and better direction and information, that the said 
I>etition and Order for granting the said lands was in pursuance of 
personal directions which he had himself received from Ur. Dundas 
previous to his departure from England, and in Obedience to his 
Commands signified in person to Mr. Duckitt at the time of his 
departure; and having thought it proper to give them this infor­
mation, he had only to desire that the necessary Steps may be 
taken with as much dispatch as possible. 

The Burgher Senate having called a meeting in consequence of 
the above recited application and read the Petition and accom­
panying letters, resolved "to appoint no such deputation, but to 
make against granting the said places, or any of them, such 
llepresentations and Protestations " as are stated in their letter ( B 
No. 3), the substance of which was that "ha Ying received His 
Excellency's Commarnls to appoint a deputation to examine certain 
places (which they enumerate) in order to cause the same to be 
granted to Mr. Duckitt, Il.£l small scruples had occurred to them, in 
considering the nature of the grant intended to be made, as by such 
grant the lands might be alienated which according to the 8th 
Article of the Capitulation were most solemnly and effectually 
mortgaged for the paper money circulating in the Colony, so much 
so that their respectful Opinion was that so long as the Capitula­
tion existed, or was in force, Government had not the powe.r of 
making any permanent Grant of the said Lands or any of them, to 
any person whatsoever, on which account they were assured His 
]~xcellency would not further re<1uire of them to commit an act 
which in its nature could not be considered otherwise than as 
unlawful and incorn,islent." 

To this :Memorial of the Burgher Senate, the Oovemor replied 
hy letter of the ~ml April ( B No 4) directing that his Orders for 
exarnining the phccs ennmerate<l in Ur .nnekitt's Petition ,;houl<l 
he Obeyed without further Llclay; to \\'hieh the Burgher Senate 
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replied that "being honoured with his Excellency's letter, in which 
he was pleased to state that the only answer His Excellency 
thought fit to give to their Memorial was that, having sent directions 
to them to depute a commission for the purpose ofreporting to him 
whether the lands petitioned for in the paper referred to them were 
Government lands or not, or had been granted away, he expected 
his orders to be obeyed without further delay, they (the Burgher 
Senate) took the liberty to say that all the lands in question were 
Government lands and were by Capitulation Afortgaged for the 
paper 1noncy circulating in the Colony, and that they never have 
Leen either wholly or in part, nor can be, granted away without 
real injury to the Government, to public credit, and to the InhaLi­
tants at large, and that as every member of their boaru was 
personally acquainted with the said grounds anu their relative 
circumstances, a commission to inspect the same would be super­
fluous ; and they hoped His Excellency would consider this 
Declaration as a satisfactory answer to His Excellency's letter." 

Sir George in reply to this letter expressed himself satisfied 
respecting the Government places petitioned for by Mr. Duckitt, 
and desired that the Petition transmitted to their Board should be 
returned to him, an attested copy of which was accordingly delivered. 

The Commissioners are not in possession of any facts to establish 
Sir George's intention as to the manner of proceeding after the 
refusal of the Burgher Senate to conform with the preliminary 
steps usually taken when grants of land are under consideration; 
but it was generally understood, and the Deposition of the Colonial 
Secretary (B No 5) tencls to confirm the Opinion, that he meant to 
carry his point by an extraordinary stretch of power; whatever his 
intention might have been, time was not allowed him to carry it 
into effect. The last reply of the Burgher Senate is dated the 14th 
of April, on the 20th of which month Sir George Yonge received 
His Majesty's commands to resigu the Government into the hands 
of Lieut. General Dundas. 

Fixing a jJfaximum on the produce of Industry. 

Another attempt at innovation appears from a Letter of Sir 
George Yonge a<lurcssed to the Burgher Senate on the ~ml Decem­
ber 1800 (U No 1) wherein he oruers them to make out and lay 
before him without delay a list of all kinds of Provisions and live 
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stock with whicli the Inhabitants of the town are supplied by the 
farmers and to fix a fair and reasonable price to be paid for each of 
the said articles, it being his intention to cause the same to be 
made public and observed till further Orders. 

The reasoning urged by the Burgher Senate upon this subject, in 
their reply (C No 2) against the measure proposed for fixing a 
maximum on the produce of Industry leaves nothing further for 
the Commissioners to add thereon, and they are led to suppose the 
justness anJ. propriety of their arguments more sufficiently con­
vincing to prevail on Sir George to abandon this measure, as it does 
not appear that he persisted in carrying the same into execution, 
except indeed with regard to grain, the scarcity of which article 
anJ. the necessity of Government taking the whole into its own 
hands made such a Step inevitable. 

Extension of the Stamp duties. 

In respect to that part of the charge which states as a breach of 
the Hth Article of the Capitulation, an extension of the Stamp 
duties, the Commissioners after due and diligent En<]_uiries do not 
find that part of the charge substantiated, unless indeed the taking 
out licences for killing Game, holding Clubs and Societies anJ 
keeping billiard tables, obtaining also permission for cutting wood, 
all of which licences and permissions were directed to be written 
on Stamped paper, may be considered under this head. In all 
other instances to the est of their knowledge the Stamps were 
contmued without alteration. 

Prohibition from e1dting timber. 

It has further appeared to the Commissioners, that an order was 
gi rnn by Sir George Yonge to the Colonial Secretary to suspevd the 
granting of Licences for cutting wood after the usual manner, in 
any of the extensive Forest.<: of the Colony as it was his intention 
to make some new regulations on that hea(l. No licences were 
acconlingly granted for several months, nor a stick allowed to be 
cut. The conseqn:!nces of such a prohibition were ruinous and 
oppres~ivc to the families residing near the edge of the Forests, 
whose sole oocupation is that of cutting WOO(l, and vexatious an(l 
highly inconvenient to the Inhabitants of the Town. 
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At length a Proclamation was issued appointing certain Com­
missioners of W oodlan<ls, and directing many new Hegulations to 
be observed, most of them apparently frivolous in themselves, yet 
attended with trouble and inconveniency, and some of them wholly 
impracticable. 

As however the subject of the woodlands forms a part of a 
specific charge in the Minute of the Hight Honorable the Secre­
tary of State, the Commissioners pass over for the present the 
regulations laid down in the said I)roclarnation, reserving the 
subject for further investigation, when their enquiries shall be 
directed to elucidate the different points specified in the said 
charge, with some of which the woodlands appeared to be in­
timately connected. 

SEco~n CIIARGE. 

The Commissioners are of opinion that the subjects contained in 
this Charge may be considered as divided into three <listinct heads, 
namely, 

1st. The Contract for Serving His Majesty's Troops with 
13utcher me,it. 

2nd. The monopoly for serving Cape Town with timber, and 
other Monopolies. 

3rd. The Hire of the Ship Young Nicholas. 

1st. Contract for serving Ilis l,fajesty's Troops with Butcher meat. 

The Commissioners procee,led to take into consideration the 
meat Contract concluded lictween the Uommissary General and 
Mr. Duckitt, and received from the former the accompanying 
correspondence on that subject, marked (D No. 1), to whieh they 
refer. 

They then examined l\fr. Hynevel<l His Majesty's Fiscal, and 
l\Ir. l'riugle the Commissary General, from whom they receive<l 
the following information which these Gentlemen have sub­
stantiated on oath, viz:-

It has always been the custom for the Commissary General to 
act conjointly with the Fi~ca1 in all mall •rs of importance, where 
the Colony was concerned, alt(l particularly in the tlisposal of the 
Meat aml llreacl Contracts, iu order tu preveut the puulic aL largu 
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from suffering by any injudicious arrangement where the General 
interest might not be sufficiently considered; and in nothing does 
this obligation so forcibly operate as in the supply of meat. 

The districts of this Colony where cattle and sheep are bred 
being at a distance of at least 500 miles from Cape Town, it is 
incumbent to give sufficient time to the Contractor to procure his 
supply of Cattle, therefore so early at least as the month of 
September 1800, the Commissary General spoke to Sir George 
Yonge and public notice was accordingly given that a Contract for 
1801 would be publicly disposed of on the first of the next month. 
It had however been previously determined that unless 2½ lbs. 
were offered for one Schelling, the business would be postponed in 
order to use every exertion to obtain that quantity. 

The Fiscal and the Commissary General both attended, but not 
succeeding in their expectation, the Contract was not granted to 
any one. Various Endeavours were made to Engage some person 
or other to come to reasonable terms between that period and the 
2Gth of the following November, when the contract was again 
publicly put up to sale, but with no better success than before, 
the Butchers appearing afraid to engage in so uncertain an 
111ulcrtal,;ing as this was considered owing to a f,'Teat drought in 
the Upper Country, together with the unsettled state of all that 
part of it towards the Caffre Frontier. 

Two pounds had been publicly offered for one Schelling on the 
2Gth November, and 2l to the Fiscal in private shortly afterwards, 
which he reported to His Excellency, who answered u·ait a little. 

On the 12th of December Sir George Yonge wrote to the 
Commissary General inclosing proposals made to him by Mr. 
Duckitt. 

Copies of all this correspondence are annexecl marked (l) Ne,. 1) 
ancl are sufficiently explanatory with respect to the Commissary 
General, But the Fiscal adds, that His Excellency sent for him at 
this period, and informecl him that he had an offer of ~½ lbs. for a 
Schelling just the same as the Inhabitants got, ,vhich the Fiscal 
immediately aclvised Sir George to accept, as it was as much as 
could poHsihly be expected. 

On leaving the Gornrnment House, he called at Mr. rringle's 
[ who was confined to the house J and congmtulated him on tLis 
event, which o effectually removed the Embarra::;smcnt under 
whid1 this important affair laboured; but his Surprise was extreme 
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when the Commissary General shewed him Mr. Duckitt's proposals, 
so very different from what Sir George had stated, and on which 
misrepresentation the :Fiscal had given his cordial assent. 

The Fiscal aml the Commissary General were both most firmly 
persuaded that serious mischief would be the result of a contingent 
price, and at the same time were intimately convinced that Mr. 
Duckitt who had so recently come to this country, alike ignorant 
of its language, manners and resources, could only be the instru­
ment in other hands, the mere cover of future plots for raising the 
price of meat which a contingent contract afforded the easiest, if 
not the only means of accomplishing; they were letl to this 
belief by various reasons, but chiefly from understanding that 
Mr. Duckitt was to be connected with Messrs. Sebastian and 
Jacobus van Reen.en two men of doubtful character to say the 
least of them, and of known disaffection to the British Government 
and its interests. 

The Commissary General wrote to His Excellency, and the 
Fiscal waited upon him to represent the dancrer likely to result 
from a fluctuating price. But their Representations were un­
availing, and the contract was by the express commands of the 
late Governor concluded on the original terms offered by 
Mr. Duckitt. 

Altho' the two Deponents cannot positively prove, they do not 
hesitate to give their unqualified opinion that this transaction had 
been long preconcerted and that their attempts to dispose of the 
contract publicly, at a fair price, had been frustratetl by the 
underhand man<l:'uvres of these Van Reenens and other principal 
Butchers, either combined with them, or imposed upon by their 
artful Representations so as to be intimidated from making offers 
on their own account. 

In support of this opinion, the manner in which Rir George 
Yonge gave all the Grazing :Farms to Mr. Duckitt (Yiz.) instead of 
attaching them publicly to the contract beforehand, (a must proper 
measure) as detailed in the documents marked ( 1) No. ~ and D No. 
3) is very conclusive; for unless an extensive plot was in agitation, 
it never coultl have been the wish of the contractor to oecupy 
without using an extensive Range of country, but they ,vell knew 
that if all these Farms were hcltl by them, no comp 'iition of 
conseq_uencc could be ma(le l,y other butchers, and that their plam1 
for enhancing the price of meat in Ua}Je Town woulJ. then be 
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greatly facilitated, or in other words that they woulcl acquire 
virtually the monopoly of the whole Butchery concern of the 
Colony, whilst the apparent freedom of it would screen them at 
once from odium or detection. 

The Commissioners are very averse to draw inferences from mere 
conjecture, or loose premises, but they cannot avoid rf:!marking 
that from the foregoing circumstances it is probable that had Sir 
George Yonge remained at this place and continued to afford the 
same unqualified protection to these Contractors, many of the 
evils predicted would probably have taken place, which different 
measures have since rendered impracticable. They are led to this 
opinion by considering the Evidence which both the Fiscal and the 
Commissary General relate of the frequent Representations made 
by the contractor's agent Mr. Van Reenen (he living constantly in 
the country) of the impossibility to procure supplies of sheep or 
cattle and requesting that Salt Provisions might be issued to the 
Troops, and more particularly in last August, when it was kno-wn 
that the whole Garrison would soon be encamped. and the meat 
reduced in consequence of the contract to ½ lb. less than what was 
given in Town for one schelling, so that could they have succeeded 
in reducing the price to the Inhabitants to 2 lbs. they would have 
supplied the whole of the Forces at 1½ lbs. and perhaps even 
lower, for it is proper to add that the whole of these Butchers had 
shops in Town for the supply of the Inhabitants, so that no 
interruption could be aiven to their projects. 

They continued to make similar and frequent Remonstrances 
until towards the end of Beptember, when they gave notice that 
they neither had nor could procure cattle after the middle of the 
ensuing month of OctolJer. The Fiscal and the Commissary 
General Reported this dilemma immediately to General Dundas, 
who <lirected the contractors to be summoned immediately to 
answer and exrlain this alarming circumstance. The nieet.ing 
accordingly took place at the .Fiscal's house, where l\fr. Van Reenen 
attended, (his Lrother Jacobus who usually transacted l\fr. Duckitt's 
bu~iness being then in the country). 

When interrogated in presence of General Dundas, he simply 
answere(l that Mr. Duckitt was the contractor, that his Brother 
nnd himself were only Recurities, and that they would assist 
Mr. lhickitt vith any sheep or cattle they could spare, but at 
vrc ·cut they had noue, and saw no chance of soon procuring any 
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considerable supply. The Commissary General on this report 
immediately sent to the country for Mr. Duckitt, who when 
examined before the same persons had nothing to say but that he 
depended on the Van Reenens entirely who had faithfully promised 
to fulfil his engagements ;-it further appeared that he had neither 
cattle, sh·eep, nor any Agents employed directly on his own account 
for the purchase of Stock in the country, and what rendered the 
case worse, the Van Reenens were only bound by a loose verbal 
promise, a bad security from such people. 

On examining the monthly Returns which the Butchers in Cape 
Town are obliged to give in to the Burgher Senate, it appeared by 
the one dated 8th September that Mr. Duckitt had killed during 
the preceding month 5000 sheep and 400 head of cattle, and that 
he had none left. It moreover appeared that Mr. Jacobus Van 
Reenen Mr. Duckitt's Agent had during that month sold 1000 
sheep to individuals besides what were consumed in his private 
Butchery altho' he had been making daily complaints of the 
inability he laboured under to supply the Garrison. 

All these circumstances combined left no doubt on the mind of 
the Lieut. General, the Fiscal and the Commissary General, that a 
l'lot was carrying on to reduce Government to the necessity of 
Submitting to an encrease in the price of meat, and it was 
naturally their duty as well as inclination to counteract it. 

Mr. John Van Reenen and Mr. V eyl formerly contractor and 
known not to be at all connected with the present Ret, were accord­
ingly very privately spoken to and Mr. Veyl agreed to go into the 
Country, it having been previously settled with the J<'iscal and the 
Commissary General that the latter should advance him a sum of 
money to purchase Sheep and Cattle. 

Mr. Veyl set out at theendofSeptemberand returned inahout a 
month with GOOO Sheep and some Oxen, a supply which lhe 
contractor no doubt could as easily liaYe obtained had the desire 
existed, but which has not been wanterl, as notwithstanding their 
alarms the contractors agents have hitherto fournl means to ~o on, 
-a fact which naturally increases the suspieion of their artifices. 

These measures having heen taken to pro\i<le for the immediate 
demand, l\fr. Duckitt was asked what security he could girn for 
the future certainty of an adequate rrovision, for it was evi<lent 
that he was a mere nominal contractor totally unf]_ua1itied to transact 
such a business aml that unless he could imluce some pt>rsons 
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really able to perform it to become legally bound for the due 
execution of Lhe contract, it was out of the question to think of 
allowing His Majesty's Troops to depend on the good will of the 
Van Reenens for their Subsistence. 

Mr. Duckitt was allowed some cl.ays for this purpose but it 
appeared he could not persuade anybody,-the Van Ileenens 
positively refusing to sign as principals a contract which :\fr. F. 
Yan Heenen said in the presence of the Fiscal and Commissary 
General might ruin them. 

To explain this assertion it is proper to Ilemark that in the 
contract signed by order of Sir George, the penalty for any failure 
was stipulated to be what the Governor should impose in toad of a 
specific sum as had always been customary, but at this time 
Lieutenant General Dundas was in that situation, and they lumlly 
concealed that they did not choose to leave hi1n such discretionary 
power. 

Mr. Duckitt at last finding no alternative, requested by letter 
addressed to the Commissary General, to be allowed to give up the 
contract at the end of December 1801, which with the consent of 
General Dundas has been complied with. 

The Commissioners can do no better than refer to the llifforent 
papers (marked D .,.o 4) by which and most particularly in the 
case of 1Ir. J. Van Ileenen it will appear that Sir George Yonge 
afforded Mr. Duckitt a degree of countenance and protection so 
unqualified, that neither ordinary motives nor any absolute facts 
that have come to the knowledge of this Commission can either 
explain or justify, and a!Lho' it is not proved that any one of 
, 'ir George Yonge's family was concerned in this contract, the 
Commissioners cannot avoid stating it as their opinion, that the 
whole was a Speculation of great tho' distant advantage, and that 
had not events of a peculiar description intervened success · might 
have attended it, and it is hardly to be supposed that profits so 
very considerable could hove been Overlooked by those who are 
already proved to have been so attentive to their private interest 
on Various Occasions of very inferior importance. 
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2nd. .Monopoly of servin!J the Cape with Timber the Growth of 
the Colony. 

About two months after Sir George Yonge had arrived at 
his Government, the stamped certificates of leave for cutting 
timher in the ·woodlands of the Colony, usually granted at the 
Secretary's Office, on application for that purpose, were refused 
to be issued, in consequence of orders received by that oflice 
from Sir George Yonge signifying that no more wood should 
be cut, till he had made his arrangements on that subject. 
This order ·was received verbally as arpears from the Hecords of 
the Secretary's office about the beginning of :February 1800, and 
his arrangements were not made public until the ~Gth January 
1801, when a long Proclamation appeared upon the subject of the 
Woodlands, renewing and reviving as it is stated in the l'reamble, 
certain Hegulations made and approved by the Dutch Govern­
ment, and "making also such new ltegulations as by the lapse 
of time experience had shown to be necessary." (E No. 1). 

Before the Commissioners proceed to point out the incon­
veniencie.s attending the new Regulations established by this 
l'roclamation, the door they opened for abuses, and the im­
practicability of carrying some of them into effect, they consider 
themselves called upon to state in their report the vexatious 
grievances and real injuries sustained by the inhabitants at large 
from the Suspension of au estabfohed right they had hitherto 
enjoyed without interruption. 

The plea it appears held out for this Suspension was the 
necessity of making some new arrangements. Jlut if even this 
necessity did exist, which the Conunissioners cannot find to have 
been the case, and are more especially iucline(l to think it was not 
so, as the former Governments had not interfered on this 1mbject, 
at all events there could not possibly ha, e existed a neces8ity of 
prohibiting the cutting of wood for twehe months upon the plea 
of making new arrangements. 

The evils arising from this positive prohibition from cutting 
wood, were nut only of a vexatious nature but highly oppressive_, 
a8 will readily be conceived by those who aru or lmve been 
resident in the fiettlement. 

In the first 1ilace very little foreign timlier is brought to the 
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Cape, and the prices demanded for it are so extravagant as to 
prcclu<le its being purchasc<l for general uses. The Inhabitants 
therefore have no other resource to look to but their own Forests, 
which indeed appears from the best authorities are of such extent 
and magnitude, that confined to the use of the Settlement alone, 
they may be considere<l as inexhaustible. The nature of the 
materials with which the walls of buildings are made, generally 
consisting of ill-burnt bricks laid in clay, and the very heavy rains 
that fall in the winter Season, have rendered it necessary to confine 
the operation of building to the Summer months ; and this 
happening to be the season when the Suspension first took place, 
the Situation of all those who were then concerned in building 
houses and relying on a supply of timber from the woods of 
Plettcnberg's Bay was truly distressing. Various Petitions 
presented to Government by Individuals praying for relief 
received no Answer. The Burgher Senate in their general letter 
(alluded to in the Report on the first charge under the letter A 
No 5) stated the distresses of the Inhabitants, but they were 
equally unsuccessful in obtaining redress. The buildings therefore 
of those who were not proYided with timber remained at a stand. 

The disappointment and injury received by those who were in 
the habit of transporting timber in Vessels coastwise was not less 
felt than by the inhabitants of the Town. 

It appears from the Deposition of Captain Dietz (E No. 2) that 
a Ship belonging to House in which he was Co-partner, and 
which has brought three or four Cargoes of timber to the Cape 
from Plettenberg's Bay, was kept unemployed for nine months 
in waiting for leave to proceed on her Voyage, in the course of 
which time two Petitions were presented to the Governor after 
hr~ing refused leave at the Secretary's office, to neither of which he 
receiYed any answer. But injurious as the prohibition appears to 
have been felt by the Inhabitants of the Town and the owners of 
Rhipping concerned in carrying wood for the use of the Cape, it 
acted still more oppressively upon the poor families dwelling upon 
the skirts of the .Forests, whose sole occupation and only means of 
Subsistence depend upon the cutting of wood. Representations 
were made from these that they were actually Starving, and that 
they could no longer remain at their habitations unless permitted 
to follow their usual employ111ent. 

This appears from various quarters, and the Deposition of the 
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Colonial Secretary, who received one or more Petitions from them 
to that effect, which he laid. before the Governor, confirms the fact. 
Rtill no redress until the 2Gth January 1801, when as before 
mentioned the I>roclamation on the Subject made its appearance. 

How great soever might have been the expectations of relief hy 
the sai(l Proclamation to those who were ];Jarticularly concerned, 
it appears from very scrutinizing enquiry of the Commissioners 
that the canses of grievances were not by any means removed. 

Many of the new Regulations w,ire frivolous and vexatious, 
others were oppressive and contrary to the 9th Article of tl, c 
Capitulation by subjecting all wood sold by private contract 
to the same duty as if exposed to public vcndue, this became a 
direct tax upon the labomiug part of the Con111rnuity, the wood 
cutters, who are not hired to cut the wood, but cut the same arnl 
sell it Uj_JOil the spot, or bring it to Cape Town for their own 
account. 

The Commissioners after an attentive perusal of the contents of 
the said Proclamation, confess themselves at a loss to comprehend 
the true intent and meaning of the same, one part apparently 
running contradictory to the other. It is held out that "in order 
to prevent any monopoly or any undue preference or pretemlml 
claims to any authority or preference whatsoever in carrying on 
the said business (that is to say the Lusiness of cutting woocl and 
disposing of it fur money or merehandize) or cornlucting the 
coasting tmde in any of the Hays of the Colony, it is hereby 
further orJcrcd auJ deel:U'ed, that it shall Le free to all Jlis 
Majesty's .:.,uhjects inhabiting this Colony to trade to all or any 
of the Bays, &c." After "·hieh uot a Syllable is mentionecl u[ 
the \V oodlands, or anything relative to that subject, so that the 
right of exercising a free and open trade and the prevention of 
Monopoly shoulJ appear to Le confined merely to the coasting 
trade. 

Two very powerful reasons induced. the Commissioner:; io 
consi<ler it in this point of view. .First becq,use in the foregoing 
part of the Proclamation the permanent ConnnisHionern thereby 
appointed are invested with power to "<lirect the cutting and 
selling of the timber in the said \Voodlands, in j usL and regular 
lots successiv~ly, or else to l'ontruct with any prr.~on 01· zu·rsu,is Jo,· 
C/ltting and selling tlw samr, 11,ul none other to b,· allo1r!'ll to 1·11t or 
,\rll the same, but such as -~hull /)(, 1111th11,·i::.td hi; tl1t saiil Cu111 mi .·11 rfrs, 
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m· by person.s deputed and appointed by thc1n by warrant ttnder their 
ha,uls." 

An<l. secon<l.ly because it has appeared to them that the Com­
missary Po tors appointed to the \V ooJlan us of Outeniq ualan<l. 
an<l. l'lottonl)Org's Bay, from which the whole Colony is supplie<l. 
with timber, considere<l. himself' as having tho exelusirn monopoly 
of timber by his direct and positive refusal to allow tho House 
of Onkruyt & Co., of ·which Capt. Dietz is a partner, on any terms 
to fetch woo1l from Plet,teuberg's Bay; for it appears by the 
Deposition of )fr. Onkruyt, that the Proclamation being i~sucd and 
understanding that, l\fr. Peters was appoiutc<l. Commissiu-y of the 
\Voodlautls at Plettenberls Bay, he made application to the said 
Petcra to know if their ship could then proceed to that Bay, and 
take in a cargo of wood, To which 1fr. Peters replied, "That "being 
Co11unissary he hod the po1ccr of contl'actin,r; u·ith ichoni he pleased, 
011 d that he had already ,r;icc,i the confl'act to TVall.cr (('; Eob1rf8Vll," 
adding moreover that "if he ( Onl.:n1yt) sc,it his ship thither, 1;he 
irould co111e vack rlllf!l!J." 

11r. Onkruyt it appears, after this very properly applied to the 
Culonial Secretary, who sent for Peters and. questioned him on the 
subject in Onkruyt's presence. Peters ruplicd to the questions 
put to him hy the Seer ary in a rude and insolent manner, and as 
nearly as l\fr. Onkruyt could understand to the same purpo e as 
ho had previously done to him. This is also amrmed by the 
Deposition of Mr. Barnard the Colonial Socrntary, (E No. 4) who 
adds that he (Mr. Barnard) insisted that he should give the 
necessary permission to cut wood, but he replied that he coul<l. 
not do it until he arrived at the \Voodlands. 

That ·walker, Robertson & I>eters were the persons principally 
consulted in making the wood arrangements, appears from many 
circumstances :-

In the course of the long interval of time in which the cutting 
of the timber was put a stop Lo, Mr. Peters the brother of Peters the 
Commissary and an agent or occasional copartner with \Valker all(l 
Hoherlson, wa sent to the Bays and \Voo<llands on Sccrl't S('/"vicr. 
hy ~ir Ccorge Yonge, and the ex.pence of his journey was pai1l to 
J1im, amounting to loS;; Hixdollars out or the public Tr •asnry, 
Tho' it awoars from ::\Ir. ·walker's Dov sition (E No. fi) that a 
<iuantity of \\'arcs and ~Ierd1andize was put on hoanl the Y1111ng 

X,Awlas lo trade "ith tlwrc both on his own and their account. 
l\". 
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It would perhaps be unnecessary for the Commissioners to 
proceed further into this business, were their investigation confined 
to the establishment as a fact that a monopoly was intended to 
be carried into effect for supplying the Cape with timber, to the 
injury and oppression of the Inhabitants; but as this monopoly 
appears to have been connected with a charge of a more serious 
nature preferred against the private and confidential Secretary of 
the Governor, no less than that of his receiving a Bribe for 
outaining this exclusi\'e privilege to indivitluals, the Commissioners 
considered it incumbent upon them to direct their enquiries into 
this subject, particularly as the report was generally believed, arnl 
temled not a little to call in question the honor and integrity of 
the British Government at the Cape of Good Hope under the 
Administration of Sir George Yonge. 

As transactions of such a shameful nature are selclom entruste<l 
to the knowledge even of a third pP.rson, the difficulty will easily 
be conceived of obtaining some clue that might lead to the real 
truth of the matter. Mr. Hogan a l\1erehant of the Cape haYing 
in the former period of this administration been intimate at the 
Govemment lluuse, and implicated in charges of a similar nature, 
was conHiderml as the 1,erson most likely to throw some light on 
the subject, more especially as in a statement of facb, demandell 
from him on oath, and laid before the C'omrnisRioners, he had 
observed that "Mr. Blake, having offered. him the exclu i\'O 
priviledge of carrying on the wood trade, he had refused to hav, 
anything to do with it," and observed further that "Mr. nlake 
however found no difficulty in making his timhcr arrangements." 
Being accordingly snmllloned before the Commis~ioners and inter­
rogated on this point, he deponed (E No. G) that "l\fr. Blake 
aPlJlied to him to know what advantage might he deri\'ed from 
the cutting of timber Leing thrown into one hand." On Mr. 
Hogan answering that he thought it could not he llonc with 
prop1iety, Mr. Blake replied "that it could Le done, for ~ir George 
Yonge was making some arrangements on that head," and further 
asked him (Mr Ilogau) that "if in case the exclnsive pri,·iledge 
should Le given Lo him, what share of the profits ico11ld he b~ 1rilling 
to give i1p to him." 

Mr. Hogan tleclining to have anything to do with it, fournl after­
wai'llS the greatest difliculties in getting access to the Uornmor on 
the suhjed vi obtaining leave to send for timber from Plettcnberg's 
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Ray, till at length being presseJ to perform a contract he had 
entere<l into for Supplying Boards and Trussels for the Troops, he 
was determined to lay his case before the Governor and having 
demanded aJmission, Mr. Blake after enquiring the nature of his 
business said he would let the Governor know. Mr. Hogan how­
ever suspecting that Blake might say something injurious to his 
cause steppeJ close behind him into the room, where he overheard 
Mr. Blake desire the Governor "to be firm i,i his determination, 
and not to be shaken by aiiy ar!Juincnt he (1lfr. 1Iog£ui) might rnake 
irnc of." 

Mr. Hogan further JeposcJ that about a fortnight after this he 
was told by Col. Cockburn Sir George's Aid de Camp that 
Walker and 1{ohertson had obtained the pri viledge of cutting 
wood. 

From the above Deposit.ion the intention of ~fr. Blake cannot 
lie mistaken, yet, the fact, is by no means established that he 
canied his point with Walker & Robertson on this particular 
suhject, who the Commissary Peters asserted in presence of 
l\fr. Barnard had heen favored with a contract for the exclusive 
vri viledge of carrying on the Wood trade. 

On the contrary Mr. Walker asserts on oath, that he never 
spoke with l\fr. Blake directly or inJirectly on the subject,, but 
admits that it was in agitation to propose to GovcrnmMt Five or 
Six Thousand Dollars for an exclusive priviledge, and l\fr. Robert­
son in his Deposition (E No. 7) states that in a conversation with 
Mr. Blake on the subject to give for the exclusirn priviledge of 
cutting wood three or four times the Amount it haJ ever brought 
into Government or about the sum of Five Thousand J)olhrs, 
which were refused by Sir George Yonge, as he did not like the 
idea of giving an exclusive priviledge to any person. They both 
<leny having entered into any contract or agreement with Peters on 
this suhject. 

The Commissioners however are obliged to state, that ~he 
evidence giYcn hy them was obtained with so much reluctance and 
f\O c011 tradictory on this and other points as to leave little weight 
in their minds as to the veracity of their assertions. 

Whatever might ha Ye been the real designs of Sir George Yonge 
with re<rar<l to the supplyin~ of Cape Town with woocl, he had 

0 

not time to carry them into execution. But it was obvi011s to 
all that some great scheme was in agitation from the circumstance 
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of his directing a large piece of ground the site of the Warehouses 
of the East India Company and the Dragoon stables burnt clown 
in 1798 to be enclosed with a wall which cost the sum of 60:iO 
Hixdollars, and which according to the Deposition of l\fr. Barnard, 
after being much pressed for what the said enclosed piece of 
ground was intended, he acknowledged it was meant for a timber 
yard. 

Aloes. 

J1efore Sir George Yonge had been two months in the Colony, 
a very strong attempt was made with his approbation at the 
l\Ionopoly of Aloes, by Captain Tucker his Aid de Camp. In 
order the betirr to accomplish his design, this Officer in His 
Majesty's service wrote a circular letter to the Landrosts of the 
several districts, requesting them to notify thro' the whole of their 
districts in the most encouraging words, that he was disposed to 
pay in ready money for all Aloes that should be brought to his 
:Magazine in Cape Town, and that His Excellency forbids all 
persons to gather or collect any Aloes from the public lands, but 
for 1Ii11 ,llayazinc,-a copy of this very extraordinary procluction 
accompanies this report (E No. 8). 

Young Nicholas. 

Some time during the former aclministration of General Dundas, 
the Burgher Senate having occasion for a quantity of largo timber 
for the use of the public Winclwills, and fintlillg a difliculLy in 
procuring a proper Vessel for the purpose of ln-ingiug the same 
from Plettenberg's Bay to the Cape, made application to Uoveru­
ment for assistance. The Uamcl Store Rhip heing at that time 
in Simons Bay, and noL particularly employed, it was the intention 
of General Dunuas, to apply Lo the Commander of His lfajesty's 
Rquaclron on the Station for his permission that the Ca mcl on 
her return from Algoa Bay Lo the Capo shoultl call at Plotten­
berg's Bay, and. take in the said large timber; but finding it 
necessary shortly after this to go into the interior of the Settle­
ment, and the Government during his absence clevol ving upon 
Sir George Yonge, the Uamel was not employecl 011 that service. 

The Government however having occasion to seucl a Detachment 
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()£ Troops Md tores to Algoa Bay, and the Burgher Senate at 
the same time renewing its applications to Sir George Yonge, for 
a Ship to bring down their wood, the Young Ni.c'luJlas, a Ship of 
about Four hundred Tons, was chart.ered for this double purpose 
from the House of Walker and Robertson. The e travagant rate 
at which this hip was taken up, coupled with other circumstances 
attending the transaction, occasioned various conjectures, and 
employed much public conversation. The Charter party of this 
Ship not being drawn out nor lodged as all documents of this 
nature and public papers whatsoever usually ha.d been, in the 
Secretary's Office, and public Registry of the Colony, but signed in 
the Government House by Sir George Yonge and witneBBed by 
Mr. BJake his private Secretary and Mr. Maynard under private 

retary, while Mr. Barnard the Colonial Secretary was not only 
not consulted but kept entirely in ignorance of this transaction, 
were additional circumstances to create and set afloat in the public 
mind suspicions and opinions highly unfavorable to the partiea 
concerned. 

As Merchants employed by Government in the light of Agents, 
they would certainly have been allowed to receive a reasonablA 
compensation for their~nble, tho' this would have been irregular 
where a public office is established for similar purposes ; or if the 
• hip ha.d been their own, and hired to Government on a.dvan• 
tageous terms much above the usual rate, in either case the 
transaction might perhaps have been passed over without attracting 
much public notice; but anothtn" Charter party appea.rin about 
the same time concluded betw n the House of Walker and 

bertson with Captain lby in behalf of the Owners Princeps 
& Saunders of London strengthened the conjectures that ware 
afloat. 

Ho much ver the missioners ma.y feel a wish to confine 
their Report to a tatement of facts, and to avoid as much as 

ible offering any opinion of their own on the subjects laid 
before them for their inves • tion, yet where the nature of the 
transactions may be such that no direct evidence can be obtained 
to substantiate facts, tho' at the same time strong presumption 
may appear on the face of the Documents and the Evidence 
brought forward that such fill} did e • t; they consider themselves 
pledged to offer any Remarks and Observations on the pa.pen and 
the evidence produced before them, as may tend to throw light 
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upon the different suhjects submitted for their investigation; 
otherwise they would feel themselves unable to fulfil tho 
commands of His Majesty's Ministers, who seem to be desirous 
that the several charges should Le minutely enquired into a111L 
'• siftecl to the bottom." 

ln the first place then they cannot pass over unnoticed the two 
Charterpartys lying before them. 

It, is sufficiently obvious from the first of these two Instrnrneuts 
macle and conclu1led between Captain Selby and ·walker ancl 
ltohertson, that the f-,hip was intended to he employed in the 
Rervice of GoYernmenL, which indeed was understood to he the 
case by Captain Selby as appears from his Deposition (.F To. 1). 

The Second Charterparty is a counterpart of the first, being 
n,~arly word for word the same, except indeed the rate at which 
the Rhip is engaged. This rate in the Recharter to Uovernment 
i'l more than the 1lonhle of that agree<l for by ·walker arnl 
Hohertson with Selby, this being only £,'i!)l Sterling per month, 
while the other is £1,'.W0 Rterling a month. The value also at 
which the Rhip is cstimatml, in the event of her being capturc<l 
or lost beyond the limits of the Colony, is considered in the first 
charter party at £--l:,000, arnl in the second at £6,000, so that in 
the course of twelve months the time Rpecified for her cng;tgome11t 
the House of Walker and Hohertson could calculate upon a certa.in 
net profit, without risque, without trouble and without a1lrnncing 
one single Shilling of }<'orty-thrce tho1rnand eight hnrnlre1l arnl 
forty-eight Rixdollars or £7,:l08 Sterling, besides a contingency 
of £2,000 Sterling upon the loss of the :-;hip provided she shoultl 
he Employed in any service beyornl tho limits or control of the 
C:overnment of the Cape. 

lt is worthy also of Remark that the dates of the two Charter 
parties are within a single day of each other, one being the 1 ~ th 
all([ the other the lflth of May; even this circumstan!'e wears the 
apJH'a1>;rneo of its h:willg 1,een a 111·e<·oneerted transaction with 
\Valker arnl Robertson, aJHl the morn so as the datl' of the 
Instrument ,lmwn up helwPen the Uovernmeut and them has 
c,idently be 'n lill111l in afterwards by another hand, aeknowledgrnl 
i1Hlee1l hy :illr. George Rex the Notary in hi1:, deposition (F ro. ~) 
w·ho however recollects nothing further tho' he drew both papPrs 
up, and witnessed one of them. Mr. \Valker however has deposed 
(F Ro. 3) that they h:ul other ohjects in view when the_v hired tl1e 
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8liip and that they <lid not know she wa'l to be He-dnrtered by 
Oovornment at an advaneod rate. 

The degree of < 'redil to he given t.o this assertion of :Mr. ·walker 
cannot h:we mm:h weight if measured by Jiis depositions taken 
on Oath on llifferent <lays, and compare,l with those of bi-; partner 
:\Ir. ltoLertson; so reluctantly were they given, so incousisteut 
and contradictory to each other, that the Commissioners cannot 
possil.Jly lay any stress on Lhem. 

Captain ~ell.Jy clearly understood aL the time they were 
chartering the ~hip from him that she was t<, he employed 
expressly in the ~enice of Government; tho charter party itself 
plainly points it out, and shews moreover that the freighters 
Walker and Robertson knew the identical service upon which 
she was going to be sent, namely that she woultl in the first 
instance Le employed within the limits and control of this 
Oovernment, ancl that she would be re()_uired to carry Troops. 

This Second Charter party Leing secretly executed at the 
Government l Couse without the knowledge of the Colonial 
Secretary, signed by Sir George Yonge and witnessed by his 
two private Secretaries are of themselves suspicious circumstances 
and lead at least to this conclusion, that the particulars of the 
transaction were not meant to be made public. 

It would be extremely difficult to appreciate the senices 
performed by the Yv11 ng Nicholas during the twelve months 
she remained in the employ of Government, as there scarcely 
can be said to exist any established price paid for the hire of 
Shipping at this Port. It appears howernr from the deposition 
of the Captain, that his owners were very well satisfied with the 
terms made by him with the House of Walker and Rol.Jertson, 
which as before observed are Larely half of what the Go,·ernme11t 
paid to these l\1erchauts, and as a proof that they were so the 
same Ship has been since taken up by neneral Dundas on the 
same terms as paicl by \Valker and Robertson in order to he 
employed in fetching the wood of tho Burgher Senate, which she 
did not do iu her former engagement tho' taken up principally 
on that pretext, but which she has since performed and been 
discharged, hecause l>etter ships and more proper for Colonial 
Service could be had on terms still more ri>asonable. 

Tho Services she performed are detailed in a paper demanded 
from <'apt iii n Relhv hy the ( 'nm mi:-RionerR. The monr'.,Y pairl to 
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Walker and Robertson amounts to SG,400 Rixdollars or £14,400 
Sterling, besides about 2,000 Rixdollars for contingent expences, a 
sum that evidently bears no sort of proportion to the services por­
formed by that ship. 

A very general opinion prevailed that some part of Sir George 
Yonge's family shared in the profits arising from this transaction. 
Perhaps such a conclusion might be drawn only from analogous 
reasoning, it being gern~rally understood that the Governor's 
private Secretary and his principal Aid de Camp were in the 
habit of exacting a part of the profits accruing to individuals who 
had ohtained thro' their means certain priviledges not gmnted in 
common : and it could not be supposed that they would let slip 
tluo' their hands in the present instance so enormous a sum 
as between Seven and :Eight thousand pounds Sterling without 
participating in it, or receiving at least an adequate compen­
sation. 

The Commissioners in the course of their Enquiries have met 
with nothing that had the least tendency to shake this estah­
]ishcd opinion with regard to the case before them, the truth of 
which on the contrary has heen fully confirmed in several otlwr 
instances. 

\Valker and Robertson being examined on this point have 
positively denied on oath having any knowledge that Mr. Blake 
or Colonel Cockburn or any part of the family shared in the 
profits of this, or on any other occaRion, hut the prevari<'ating 
eviden<'e of these J\Ierchants, aml the different accounts they gave 
of the application of the sai<l profits, one specifying the ill([ividnal 
Rhares in which they were clivicled ancl the otl1er asserting tlwy 
were not yet settled and that the manner of divi1ling them rested 
entirely with him w<.>re considered to justify the ComrniRsioners in 
calling for their Books. TheRe when prnduced tende<l rather to 
en<"rea>\e suspicion of frau<l, than to d<•rnonstrate fair dealing. Of 
the large sum of Eighty-four Thommnd ~ix hundred Hixdollars 
which Juul been paid to that house in the course of the last year 
on account of the Ym, ny .1Vichola~ alone, not one i;hilling appeared 
to harn been entcrc1I under the head of that, ship or carried to any 
other account; there was no account of profit and loRR, no partner­
ship account,;, nor in Rhort any regularity in the Books bcyornl 
wl1at app<.>ars in the rno,;t ordinary Shop Boob, yet these Mer­
<.:hanls are ~l!ltle1l in :t very extensive line of busine~s, cumwetc!l 
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with a House in London, concerned in a variety of transactions in 
shipping and otherwise, and acting as Agents and Brokers for 
others. 

Mr. Robertson being called upon to give an explanation of this 
circumstance, so little favorable to themselves, replied with great 
indifference, that he carried their transactions in his head, and 
that the partners were upon such a Footing with each other that 
in making up the accounts as nearly as they could, the difference 
of a thousand, three thousand, or even Five thousand Rixdollars 
would not be considered an object. The Commissioners not con­
sidering this explanation as satisfactory, called in three merchants 
resident in the Colony who (F No. 4) all deposed that every trans­
action of a Merchant ought to be entered in his books as it oc­
curred and that it was a circumstance never heard of in mercantile 
concerns and utterly impossible for three or four persons connected 
in trade, some Ii ving in England, to be able to Reserve the final 
adjustment of complicated accounts and transactions until the 
relinquishment of business without keeping regular Books; and 
that the confidence placed in each other would not be thought a 
proper explanation before a tribunal of Mercantile men for such 
extraordinary conduct. 

Continuing however to deny that any consideration was given 
or promised to any part of Sir George Yonge's family for obtaining 
them such advantageous terms, it occurred to the Commissioners 
that the compensation either given or promised might be general 
and not specific; they therefore called Mr. Robertson before them 
a third time and having put the question to him on oath, '' whether 
Sir George Yonge or Mr. Blake or Lieutenant Colonel Cockburn 
or any other part of Sir George Yonge's family were concerned 
with their house or with himself individually or with Mr. Peters 
in any mercantile or money transactions whatsoever directly or 
indirectly," he replied that they had furnished Bills for money 
to Mr. Blake amounting at different times to £3,000 or £4,000 
(F No. 5) and that they had also purchased for Mr. Blake some 
prize Goods to tne value of £2,500 or thereabouts, which they had 
shipped for his account to England, ordered insurances upon them, 
and consigned them to the House of Robertson and Thompson in 
London, and being asked if these Goods were solely for the account 
of Mr. Blake or jointly with their house he replied, they were 
shipped by them with an order to Hobcrtson and Thompson to 
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credit Mr. Db.kc's account with one third of the net proceeds. It 
appeared moreover from their conespondence with the Ilow,e ol' 
Hobertson and Thompson (extracts of which are given under F 
No. 6) that a quantity of East India prize noods had heen honfdit 
up as a joint concern of Walker ltobertson & Co., Blake and 
l'eters. Mr. Hobertson being further interrogated on this subject 
admitted that he had once aske(l Mr. make if he was inclined to 
make a Spec (meaning a Speculation) with them in the Lady 
Yongr, to which he stated Mr. Blake ma<le no reply either that he 
would or would not, and l\fr. Robertson still further depose(l after 
rea1ling over the questions put to him and bis answers thaL he 
,rished to add in his reply Lo the first question that he hml no 
hesitation in declaring it to be his intention in case things suc­
ceeded to make Mr. Blake a present, buL to what amount or in 
what way he had not yet made up his mind; the reason he assigned 
for doing this was the Services their House had received from him 
i,i facilitating their affairs u·ith Govemnient,-and being demanded 
what present he meant to give that Gentleman on account of the 
transaction of the Young Nichola~, bis answer was that the account 
with Government not being settled, he bad not :vet made up his 
mind. He deposed that ho had never communicated such inten­
tion to his partner Walker until yesterday, tho' he meant that he 
should have his part in the said present. 

That Mr. Blake was very much interested in the continuance of 
the Young Nicholas in the employ of Government beyond tho time 
specified in the Charter party appears from his letter of the Hth 
April to Capt. Selby (F No. 7) wherein he states that" the Young 
Richola.s having been ordered down from Algoa Bay at the request 
of the l!'iscal, to procure a cargo of rice from Madagascar, and 
having reported her arrival and desired him to acquaint the corn 
committee thereof, to whit.;h no answer has lJeen received, ho 
(Capt. 8elby) will please to proceed with all possible displ/lch to 
PletLonberg & Mossel Bays there to load timber for this l'lace on 
account of GoYernment." 

Luckily however she had not sailed on the 20th of the said 
month when Sir George Yonge resigned the U°'cmment. 
Walker and HoberLson likewise mention in their correspon­
dence with the Owners of the ship, that they had it in their 
power to continue her another twelYemonth in tho seni<'e of 
( :ovcrnment. 
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tTpon Urn "·hole it has appeared but too evident to the Uom­
missioners that Mr. Blake was very materially interested in the 
engagement entered into by ·walker & Robertson for the ship 
Young Nicholas, that ho was directly concerned in Mercantile 
transaetions and in the Speculations of that House and that he 
8hared in the profits arising from such transactions, which the 
Uommissionors do not hesitate to give it as their opinion were 
to a much greater extent than their enquiries have been able to 
~ubstantiate. 

With regard to that part of the charge where it is stated that 
the ship ro11,ig Sicholas chartered for the service of Government 
was employed for private Merchants in bringing cargoes of wood 
on their account,-the Uommissioners after very particular En­
quiries, cannot find the fact corroborated to that extent which 
seems to he implied in the charge. 

It is true that on her return from Plettenberg's Bay, whither 
she had expressly been sent in order to take in the heavy timber 
for the Burgher i:;enate, she brought only a few thousand bushels 
of l{arley from Mossel Bay, and a quantity of light wood, the 
latter of which it appears was sold by public auction for the 
account of Walker & lfobertson. Capt. Selby being called upon 
to explain this circumstance, deposed that no more wood was 
brought in the ship on the account of Walker and Robertson than 
what was absolutely necessary to dunnage the Ship, and to fit her 
up in a proper manner for the reception of the Barley, which it 
seems was stowed in Bulk. 

This explanation is further confirmed by a Letter from General 
Dundas to Sir George Yonge (F No. 8) wherein he requests that 
orders may be given for the Ship to be prepared in a proper 
manner to take in the grain, as a sufficient number of sacks were 
not to be procured in order to bring it in the usual manner. It 
appears also that this wood had been purchased and the flooring 
prepared at Lhe expence of \Valker and Robertson, and conse­
quently as Uovernment did not reimburse them for ihe sai(l 
expencc of fitting up the Ship in a proper manner to perform this 
Hcrvice, they were at least entitled to dis1iose of the materials for 
their own ad rnntage. 

That the said ship was however to a certain degree employe<l 
for private purpo. cs during ihe term of her agreement with 
Co,crn111l'llt is e,idcnt from the deposition of l\fr. \Valker 
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(E No. 5) wherein he acknowledges that Mr. Peters as well as 
their House put on board a quantity of wares and Merchamlize 
with which he Peters for himself and as their Agent, tr,Hle<l along 
the coast of the Colony. This business ho transacted at the Rame 
time that he was sent on secret service by Sir George Yonge and 
paid out of the public Treasury for his trouble and the expences of 
his journey. 

Had this Mr. Peters been pres •nt h0 might perhaps have ex­
plained the nature of this service arnl suppliecl many particulars 
respecting the \V oodlands and the Youn:; Kicholas, but he left the 
Colony in tho same ship with ~ir George Yonge. 

TIITRD CHARGE. 

In dircrting from tltc Fortifications and other public 1rorl.:s the 
Government Slaves employed thereupon, and in granti,ig the 
use of thcrn and other property belonging to the public to the 
persons above mentioned for their private 1lSe and emolztmcnt. 

The accompanying documents furnished by Mr. Holme the 
:=luperintendant of the Slave Lodge containing (G No. 1) an order 
for a requisition of slaYes from the different departments under 
which they had been placed by the former Governments, that they 
might be put under the direction of M:r. J\liddlemit a Gardener 
brought out by Sir George Yonge, to the number of 41 and a 
return (G No. 2) of Government Slaves supplied to Mr. Duckitt 
and other In<lividuals, will of themselves be suflicicnt to explain 
and answer this charge. 

The Commissioners will only observe that Lord Macartney hail 
ordered Six Slaves to be appropriated to that part of the public 
Garden intended for the reception of rare or useful plants, and tho 
rest was put under cultivation at the private exponce of tho 
Covernor. 

That tho 41 slaves put under ref1uisition by Captain Tucker in 
addition to the Six, were employed in the Gardon ,vltich 8ir 
George seemed to occupy as his own, and not to be considere<l nor 
to ho mentioned as a public Garden. When the repair:; of the 
Garden were supposed to be compleatod, 33 of those filaves were 
transfened to Mr. Duckitt the Agriculturist, 28 of whom as 
appears from tho Return still remain in that department. 

' 

.. 
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FOURTH CHARGE. 

A Lavish and minrccssary c.,pencliture and improprr 7lSe of the 
public monies and Stores, namely in the creation of New 
Unnccr.~sary and Vexatious Offices in Open Breach of His 
Instructions, such as Commissioners of TVoodlands, Com­
missioners of Corn, Tastrr.~ and Deputy Tasters of TVincs 
and of Bmndies, J{crpcrs of Canteens, as irrll as other Em­
ployments not partic11larfy specified, and in the Erection of 
New and E,rpensive buildings, many of them for prii-ate 
purposes ancl all in dirrd Violation of the 11finute of the 
Lords Commissioners of the Trc(ls1t1·y of the 28th November 
176-.t 

On the subjects contained in this charge couched in such 
general terms, and in their nature rather matters of opinion than 
of fact, the Commissioners do not feel themselves competent to 
deci(le, and as the Accounts of the Colony are regularly trans­
mitted home, a reference to these and a comparison of them 
during the Administration of Sir George Yonge with those of 
his predecessors, may perhaps he fully as satisfactory as any 
Observations the CoIUU1issioners could offer upon them ; They 
must therefore content them~el ves by transmitting such docu­
ments as they ham been enabled to procure, and which they 
conceive will throw some light upon the different subjects. 

The-e documents consist of 

(II No. 1.) Military Appointments made Ly Sir George 
Yonge, 

2. Civil Appointments, 
3. 1\Ir. Blake's Appointment as Sub Secretary of 

the Colony with a Salary of £1,200 a year, 
4. Deposition of Lieut. General Dundas. 

In making the Military Appointments it appears that General 
J>unclas Cornmantlant of the Troops so far from approving was 
not even consulted, nor did he thiuk them at all necessary. 

Of the new appointments on the civil list General Dundas 
recommended the two Commissioners of Graaff Reinet as apprars 
from his correspondence with Sir George Yonge on the subject. 
(H No. 5). 

No. G. Letter from ir George Yonge to M:rs. Kemule allo,,ing 
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her the enjoyment out of the Cape Establishment of her late 
husband's Pension. 

7th. The Barrack Contract with Mr. Hogan, which indeed has 
l>e'3n noticed by the Commissioners in the preceding charge, 
where from Mr. Hogan's Statement the extraordinary conduct 
of Sir George Yonge respecting it will be seen. 

From the accounts of this new establishment in the Colony of 
a Barrack department, it will also ba seen that the ad<litional 
expences incurred by the Government amount to the sum of 
:Forty Thousand Pounds nearly independent of Blankets arnl 
other articles taken out of the Colonial stores arnl not paid for, 
amounting to betv,een Eight an<l Nine Thousarnl Hix<lollars. 
(H No. 8.) 

The exorbitant rate at which the Yming Nicholas was hired 
from ·walker and Rohertson has already heen particularly noticP<l 
on the 2nd charge, an<l was disapproved of hy Lieutenant General 
] )urnlas arnl Mr. Barnard in signing the Book of extraordinary 
expences, as appears by their depositions (H No. 4 & 9) in the 
latter of which Mr. Barnard adds, it appeare<l to him there was a 
great arnl unnecessary expernliture of the puhlic money in General. 

·with regar<l to the expenclitnre for the Hepairs of the different 
ci ,·ii an<l military puhlic buildings arnl works, the ( 'omrni,:sioners 
c·an only nd<l that it appears to them to luwe been enormous, hut 
they cannot take npon themselves to say whether the said Hepairs 
were absolutely necessary or not, that they were undertaken 
principally by one man and hy contra<"ts entered into pri rntPl,v 
hy persons in the family of Rir George Yonge is of itself a 
imspicious circumstance of frarnl being connecte<l with the trans­
aetion, especially ns it appeare<l from the surrny of a Yery in­
telligent 1<:ngineer (II No. 10) that the rate of the con tmct far 
exceeds that for which they might haYe hecn undertal,en to lJ11 
finished in the most complete :tll(l solid mannr>r, which is l1y no 
means the case; many of the buildings sai<l to hnve heen put 
into a thorough state of repair heing in the course of a year 
nearly in the same state as when the repairs were lJegun. 

l\fr. Thibault has calculated that the complete repair of the 

( 'm,tle shoul<l ha Ye co~t 
of the Banacks, 

2..J. ,0:U Hixdollars 
25,101 l>o. 

together .HJ, 1:t~ Do. 
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The terms of Mr. '\YiMts conlmct for the 

Castle are 
Barracks . 

28,000 Dixdollnrs 
30,000 Do. 

together 58,000 Do. 

making- a difference of Hix<lollars 8,8G7, or nearly 20 per cent 
upon the sum for which the Engineer has cerlified they might 
luwe hcen done. 

As the Commissioners had already fully established the fact 
that a common practice prevailed in Sir George Yonge's family 
of taking doceurs or bribes for obtaining or granting exclrn:;fre 
privileges or contracts, and that Col. C'ockhurn in particular had 
contended for 20 and at last obtained 10 per cent upon the 
Barraek Contract entered into with 1\fr. Hogan, it was impossible 
for them not to conclude that the above difference of 20 per cent 
in the contract for Repairing the Castle and lhe Barracks might 
cilher wholly or in part be appropriated to himself, al)(l they 
accordingly examined Mr. Wildt the Contractor on the subject, 
but he pnsilinily denies having made any compensation to 
( 'ol. Cock hurn o::: suffered any deducliou fo.im his contract. ::-,· ot 
heing able to get at ai'ly other .Evicleuce, the truth of lhe fa<.:t 
must reRi on the degree of credit <lue to Mr. Wildt, whieh the 
ComrnisRiunern cannot exactly appreciate. 

They think it right however to mention that 1\fr. Wildt from 
being a common ~oldier in the Dutch Service has accumulated 
under the English Government at this place an ample fortune in 
his profession as a mason. 

The s:une man ha<l most of the Contracts for repairing old and 
lmil<ling new lmilllings in the cidl departmentfl. The,;e were 
principally confined to the Government House arnl Oarden, the 
latter beiug entirely enclosed with high Walls and Water courses, 
basons, fountains, and fish ponds, which never before existed; 
the ex.pense became Ycry considerable, amounting as appears from 
the Aecounls i,f the Heceiver Ueneral lo no less a Sum than Fifty­
two Thousand Hixdollars for rna,;ons work alone. 

The establishment of the Agricultural department has been 
attended with an expense of wore than 40,000 Hixdollars ex­
clusi,e of Salaries, wilhout any Heturns whateYer being yet 
lllU(le. 
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The greatest part of these articles of extraordinary expenditure 
made by authority of Sir George Yonge even supposing them to 
have been necessary, appear to the Commissioners to have 1,een 
incurred in a profuse and highly improper manner; none of the 
contracts for the repairs of public works, hire of shipping, or for 
any other purpose, being made public in the usual manner in 
onler to obtain the lowest offers, but generally concluded with 
the greatest privacy in the Government House, a mode of doing 
public business not only creating opinions extremely unfavourable 
to the parties concerned, but prejudicial also in the highest <legrl'e 
to the interests of the public, and never before pmctise<l in this 
Colony. 

:FrFTII CHARGE. 

Ey rcrti1.·ing from JJ[r. liognn and appropriati11.r1 to hi.~ 01rn 11sr rr. 
s11 m reported to be £5,000 Sterlin!] for Ptl'lll ission to import 
into the Cape 800 Sla1;cs. This clwrgr ha.~ bt1·n distind{y 
bro11!Jhtforu·ard from many quartrrs, all of 1rltith concur in 
stating that there can br no doubt of proc1u·ing cumpfrh cridl'!lcr. 
of tltr fact. 

On the suhject of this charge a Yery general report prernilc(l 
that the pri rnte and confi(lential Reerctary of !-sir (1 •or..4e Youi-'.e, 
and his principal ~\id <le Camp l\rajor l'ocklmru (afterwards 
usually called Li1;ut. Colonel 'ocklmrn, a Hank giYen to him by 
Sir George Yonge in ,irtue of the ofTice confcrrml on him of 
Deputy Barrack Master General) were in the lmliit of acC'epting 
douceurs and even of demanding eertain shares of the profits 
arising from transactions wherein their influenee with the Go\'eruor 
had been useu for oliiaining exclusive vriYiledges all(l facilitating 
the objects had in view by those who matle the application. 8ueh 
a conjecture might prolmLly gain gronrnl from a pu Llic order issue<l 
by Sir Uoorge Yonge on the 1st Feby 1800, (I 'o. 1) after his 
anirnl at his C:ovenunent, directing all persons to transact public 
business thro' his private Secretary and his Aids de Camp, except 
on W eclnes<lays when he himself ,, as to he seen aud spoken with, 
this circumstance at least was t·orn,iuernd Ly Rome as paYing the 
way fur the consequell(:es ,diid1 it appears resulted from it, arnl 
the references usually made on most occasions by the Governor to 
?.fr. Blake. Ee that as it may the prerniling opinion that the 
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most effectual method of carrying any point with the Governor 
was by pecuniary offers to those about his person induced Mr. 
Battersby a Merchant at the Cape to take the opinion of his 
friend Mr. Mosse on this subject, ancl finding it to coincide with 
his own, he applied to Doctor Somers who as Physician to the 
Household was supposeJ by him to have a more free and easy 
access to the Governor's family (I No. 4). The Doctor states in 
his Deposition that in consequence of Mr. Battersby's application 
he made the render of Two thousand Five Hundred pounds to 
Mr. Blake as a douceur or compliment provided he could obtain 
the Governor's permission to import exclusively within the en­
suing year Five HunJred Slaves; Mr. Blake's answer was that 
the permission had just been granted to another person, and the 
Doctor states that so far from being offended at the proposal, he 
grumbled and seemed to be hurt at the channel thro' which such 
permission had been obtained namely thro' Colonel Cockburn as 
it was irregular, it being as he expressed himself a civil transac­
tion and ought to have come thro' him ; but he would take care 
it should not happen again, or words to that effect. 

!.fr Tennant also a Merchant (I No. 5) after being several times 
refused leave to sell certain prize Goods for Colonial consumption, 
tho' it had been granted. to Walker and Robertson to dispose of 
theirs of the same cargo, resolved to avail himself of the prevalent 
opinion that the most effectual way to carry any point with those 
about the Government House was by offers of money, accordingly 
wrote a letter to l\fr. Blake signed with the initials of his name, 
in which he offored him One thousand pounds if he could procure 
leave for him to dispose of his Sugars in the Cape for Colonial 
Consumption, but he never received any kind of answer. 

Mr. Hogan however it seems was more successful, the deposition 
of this Merchant, and the statement of the transaction given in by 
this Merchant on oath (I No. 6) leave no doubts remaining in the 
minds of tho Commissioners, as to the particular fact specified in 
the charge having taken place and others also of a similar nature. 
This statement furnishes a painful and humiliating proof to what 
height of profligacy and depravity the persons immediately con­
nected with the Representative of the 8overeign were carried when 
eYen to a Stranger, for they had only been about two months in 
the Colony, they could have the audacity of proposing without 
Hhame or delicacy such disgraceful stipulations as appear upon the 
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face of the said statement; For it seems that after Mr. Inake kul 
receded from his first demarnl ul' one half of the profils iwcrning 
from the importation and sale of Si.· Ilunrlre<l Slaves from 
Mozambique which were to be admitted to an entry in this 
Colony thro' bis influence with the Governor tho' contrary to law, 
and had acquiesced in Mr. Hogan's proposal of allowing him one 
third share of the profits, Yet on another occaP-ion where a few 
adventitious Slaves had arrived in the Colony either belonging to 
Mr. Hogan or under his agency, he positively refused his inter-
ference or to lend any assistance for obtaining tl1e necessary leave 
for disposing of the same unless he i,hould be allowed one half of 
the profits thereon. The landing was effocted urnler the Governor's 
authority, and half the net profit was to he accounted fur to 
Mr. Blake. The half share of that profit amounted to Rightcc,i 
thousand one hundred and forty-seven Ri.1'11ollars five Schcllin!JS r11ul 
th1·ce pence, half of which on its being presented to Mr. Blake he 
desired might be vaid to him, and the half to Colonel Cocklmrn 
who, according to Mr. Blake, was to share with him in equal 
proportions in the Slave concerns. l\1r. IIognn accor<lingly paid 
<lown to Mr. Blake on account of this transaction Ninr Thous111111 
,md Seventy-three RiJ.:doll(lrS Si.r, Sd1clli11gs and /0111· Stirl'rs in 
Bills of exchange on London, and the like sum to Lieut. Colonel 
Cockburn. 

On the general plan of participation in the profits ariRing from 
the Commerce of the Colony which Sir George Yonge, according 
to his own declaration, ,rns determined not to cramp, nor to 
oppress those urnler his protection as was inrnrialily the conduct 
of Lord 1\facnrtney in his no,ermnents, ::\fr. make wns very 
pressing with 1\fr. Hogan to accept the exchrnirn privile<lgc of 
~erving Cape Town with tim her from the Forests of the Colony, 
which Mr. Hogan it seems declined. This pri\'ileclge it appears 
was afterwar<ls intended to he granted to "\\'alker aud Hohertso11, 
Lut on what conditions the Commissioners have not liecn alile to 

I 

I 

ascertain. These Merchants have positively sworn that neither on I 
this or any other ot:casion was any consideration whatsoever given 
liy them to Mr. Blake, lmt they aclmitted aft.er being <1uestio11e<l 
R<,veral tlays on the subject that it "·as their intention to make 
liim a 1n·csc,1t for his services i11 J(lcilitatinr; their con!'erns ,~ith 
f;oyemm@L. Jlerhaps indeed his ]Jre\ iouR acq uai11tan<;e in 
London with l\lr. ltobertson might ham inspire<l more confi<lence 

I 

I 

 

 



lltcord8 of the Cupr Culo,zy. 

than he thought proper to place in Mr. Hogan whom " he had only 
heard of in London" ttll(l that instead of making direct stipula­
tions with them, he rather chose to trust to their genero~ity, in 
which according to 1fr. Rouertson's declaration he may not finally 
be di:;appointe<L 

How much soever Mr. Blake might feel himself offended at 
Mr. Hogan's refusal of the \Vood contract in consequence of which 
he coul<l no longer "consider him as his friend" yet it is eYident 
he had found him too gootl a connection to l>e thrown hastily aside 
as appears from the renewal of his v:sits to that 11erchant about 
the beginning of the month of Augusl at one of which he took 
occasion of ern1uiring of him, if he had a consitlerable quantity of 
Cape wine on hand and how much he could possiuly procure? 
Being answcre<l that he had about four hundred leaguers on hand 
and that a quantity to almost any amount could l,e procured for 
money, Ur. Blake proposed to him that he should become the 
purchaser of the \Yine and Brandy Licences which were about to 
be advertised to be let out to farm as usual from the Government, 
and that they two would hold the said Farm as a joint concern 
and divide the profits, adding that as he (~fr. Blake) u·as appointed 
Wine Taste,· he coi1ld pas.o off any sort of v:inc as good for the 
Canteens, ec. 

If it ue improper to exprrss, it is at least impossible not to feel 
a degree of indignation at the proposal of so ba 'e and profligate a 
transaction. It is not the Off.spring of a 1\fercliant, a Speculator 
who lays his schemes to procme him a probable profit at all 
risques even that of his reputation, but a person high in the 
service of Government paid in a most ample manner, the confi­
dential friend and the pri rnte Secretary of the Heprcsentati ,·e of 
his Hovereign, \\ho had in addition to his other emplo:pnenis 
appointed him Ta~la of TVincs for the express purpo e, as held 
out in the preamble of that Proclamation by virtue of which he 
held this Ollice, of eflecting a melioration of the wines arnl spirits 
made in the Colony arnl for preventing pernicious li<1nors from 
being ·rnnde<l to the Troops and othern ; yl'L this same man, this 
confi<lcutial Secretary aiul Taster of \Vines concerts a plan to get 
into his own hantls or share with others the exclusive vernling of 
,lines, because hi,; Situation as 1'a.,ll'r woul<l enable him to pass off 
any sort of trash to the Holdier and the lal>oring part of the Com­
munity who barn no other means of pun:hasin~ small <p1a.utities 
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of wine or spirits but thro' the medium of the licenced wine 
houses ; thus falsifying the end and defeating the purposes for 
which the Government ostensibly at least hacl appointee! him to 
that trust. The Commissioners are fully agreed with ::\.fr. Hogan 
that such a man is well calculated to bring his Employers grey 
hairs in disgrace to the grave. 

Mr. Hogan states that his second refusal to engage in the plans 
of Mr. Blake entirely forfeited this Gentleman's friendship who 
became so very much displeased with him as to commission 
Colonel Cockburn to settle the accounts of the slave concern with 
him, for the balance remaining due on the several transactions of 
this nature and which amounted to :fifteen Hundred pounds. 
Mr. Hogan passed his Bond payable in July 1802 as a :final 
Discharge of all demands on this head. 

The evidence received by the Commissioners on the subject of 
the charge before them does not go so far as to apply any part of 
the criminality directly to the person of , ir George Yonge tho' a 
very strong degree of presumption appears in the several circum­
stances brought forwf.rd, that he connived at and promoted the 
corrupt practices carried on in his family. His public order that 
all business should be transacted, except on \V ednesdays, thro' his 
private Secretary and Aids de Camp was of itself a suspiciom, 
circumstance which added to Mr. Blake's own assertion to l\fr. 
Hogan that "those expecting to henefit by the Commerce of the 
Colony must allow him to participate in the profits ari ing from it, 
for that in fact nothing could be done or would be allowed without 
it " amounts almost to a proof that Sir George Yonge was in­
directly concerned in those exactions from individuals who had 
indulgences to solicit. 

This surmise is still further corroborated by another transaction 
in which l\fr. Hogan was concerned and on whose evidence the 
Commissioners consider the fact to rest. This was the 8npplyi11g 
the Barrack department with furniture, utensils and other nee •s­
saries by a contract entered into with Colonel Cockburn. The 
usual practice of advertising contracts of considerable importance, 
such as the one in question, certainly was in order to get them 
performed on the best and lowest terms, was entirely disreganled. 
A verbal communication on the subject first took place between 
the parties, which was followed by a Letter from Lieut. Col:mel 
Cockburn desiring that Mr. Hogan would give in his Tender in 
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writing for supplying the articles enumerated in the said letter 
aud the lowesL prices for which he could afford them. Hogan 
accordingly sent in his proposal with the sum in sterling money 
set against each arLicle. This proposal was shewn to Sir George 
Yonge and approved of by him. But on a further explanation 
between the contracting parties Hogan was given to understand 
that a compensation was expected in consideration of his being 
favoured with the contract, this compensation was to be a per­
centage upon the amount of the contract, which he stated would 
he paid to him in currency and not sterling money, making a 
difference of 20 per cent. Hogan upon this replied that he could 
not possibly afford to allow him any advantage for himself as every 
article had been put down as low as he could afford them, until he 
should receive supplies from England. Colonel Cockburn then 
said he would speak to Sir George Yonge and get the contract rose 
as much as would make it equal to the percentage on Bills, that is 
to say 20 per cent higher than what Hogan had offcre,d it for. The 
written tender was brought back to Mr. Hogan with a message 
that Sir George Yonge would not allow it to be advanced more 
than ten per cent, upon which Mr. Hogan made out another tender 
accordingly, which on being again approved by Sir George Yonge, 
was accepted by Colonel Cockburn; and Mr. Hogan has deposed 
that a compensation of ten per cent upon the whole amount of his 
contract for serving the Barrack department has been actually paid 
to him at different times in Bills on England or in Cash ; which 
amount as appears from the Barrack accounts was in twelve 
mouths Twenty Thousand pounds nearly. 

Mr. Lewis the confidential clerk of Mr. Hogan being called upon 
Ly the Commissioners (I No. 7) deposed that he kept the acrounts 
of Lhe House and that he was several times directed to credit 
Colonel Cockburn's account with sums of money that were never 
paid in; and that Mr. Hogan sufficiently explained the nature of 
the connection between him and the persons at the Government 
House, for him to understand that these persons received a part of 
the profits of the House of Hogan. 

His Honor the Judge of the Vice Admiralty Court has likewise 
deposed (I No. 8) that having heard from common report of the 
scandalous transactions going forward at the Gvvernment Honse, 
be rtpplicd to Colonel Cockhnrn Lo know if there was any founda­
tion in truth for snch reportf-, when to bi>1 surpriRe Colonel C11ck-
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burn open1y avowed that he himself was concerned with Hogan 
in the profits arising from th , 'ale of prohihitecl sh, es in tho 
Colony. 

rmv ATEER COLLECTOR. 

The Collrctor Privateer belonging to Mr. :Michael Hogan of tho 
('ape of Good Hope Merchant, ancl commanded hy Captain J>avi<l 
Snuut, deared out at the Cm,tom l Iowm on the 1:3th l\larch 17!}~ 
on a crnize, haYing on hoanl provi~ions arnl stores. 

Rhe was reported at the Custom House on her retum the 
1 ~th April 1800 to ham on board One hunclred arnl Sixty-four 
Rbwcs said to have been taken out of a "Prize Brig callecl L'.A11g11stc 
captured off the Coast of :Madagascar. 

The first prctemled prize Rent in by this ship was a J<'rcnch 
Hrig called La Rose, which according to the <lq>osition of ,John 
J:obertson and Davicl vVood Seamen belonging to the l'v!ll'f'tur, 
la ken hefore His Honor the ,J ndge of the Vice Admiralty Court, 
was captured hy lhe saicl Prirnleer off the ::\fahic I l:mds, arnl 
that previous to her capture she was abandon ,d J,y her master 
and crew, tlrnt when they took po ·s •fl:ion of the same, there wern 
no persons remaining therein but sLive , arnl that no papers 
,dialernr were fournl 011 hoanl the sai<l Hri:.(. ,James Brooke, 
another ~earnan of the Cullil'lor called a, a witne s depose<[ Lo the 
:;mne effect. 

The unmber of Rbves lironght in this vessel was J<'orly-eight. 
The Court adjudgccl this vesRel to be a legal prize arnl h • was 

ccmclernne<l aec;cmlingly. 
Thone ·l prelell(led prizes nt in 1,ythe Culfrcln1· ,,as th, I◄'ren<"h 

Lugcrer L11 .Africa nu captun•d and eizecl accordincr lo th• <lepos.i-
1io11 of ,J,tmes (Juin :'.\l:irin •r <m board the Cullfl•lor, "hen lying­
al ancllllr at the ~ed1elle I land ; llul pnn ions lo her ·apturc 
she was abandoned liy her ~Ia ler arnl crew, aiul that \I ht•n the 
Deponent took pos:,e;;sion of the , ame, there wer, no per ons 
remai11ing therein but ~la\l'», aiul that uo paper· what,, •r w •re 
Lhen f'oull(l 011 boanl (he said \'L ·el. 

,Ja111e1-1 \Vood aiul 'l'll(Jllla. \larshall 1\lariners 011 hrnml the 
('ullcr/ur, produce<l as wil11e, ,·e!i i11 lhe standiug inlenogatories, 
depone<l to the Sallie efl'ed. lu lliis lugger were urnughL 'l\rn11ly­
, ix .--laws. 

 

 



Records of the Cape Cvlv,iy. 2G3 

At length the Collector herself arrived having on board after 
performing quarantine One hundred and Sixty-four Slaves, said 
to have been taken ont of a French Brig called L'Augustc which 
was captured in Miranda river on the Island of Madagascar, and 
afterwards burnt. A Bundle of papers was produced and sworn 
to as the papers belonging to the said .French vessel L'Auguste. 
Two Seamen of the Collector also swore that the crew escaped 
in their Boat before she was taken possession of, and that there 
were on board about Two hundred and fifty Shwes. As a witness 
on the standing interrogatories was protluced a Moor of the name 
of .Mahomet Abraham, saitl to haYe been on boartl the L'A1111w;tc 
at the time of her Capture. This man first deposed that the Slaves 
were brought from Kilmanar in a Portuguese Brigantine and were 
coing to l\fozaml•i<1ue when they were captured by L'.Augustc, 
antl the Slams taken out into L'Augnstc antl the Brigantine 
burnt. 

For some reason or other it was afterwards discoveretl that 
Mahomet Abraham had made a mistake in hi answer to the 
~~nd starnling interrogatory, and Leing producetl a second time 
in Court, he stated that the Slaves had not been capturetl in a 
Portuguese Brigantine, but put on board the L'Auyu:;tc with 
Boats at l\fozambique. 

It appears also that a great deal of difficulty occurred in com­
pelling this eYidence to make oath to his depositions, nor is it 
certainly known whether he ditl or not, as the ~\.rmenian Sam who 
stood interpreter on this occasion happens to be absent from this 
Colony. 

Tho slams howeYer brought in the Colfrctor as well as those of 
the other t ,1·0 preten(led prizes were conclemnecl in the Vice 
.Admimlt,y Court as legal prize slaves. 

l'revious to tlto trial of the prize cause concerning the Collector 
in tho Court of Vice Atlmiralty, the llo/ycr Danschc, a Danish 
shiJ,, arrive(l at the Capu. Tho Captain ancl officers of which 
Ship having lately Leen at l\1ozaml•ique, publicly declared that 
tho said slaves brought in tho Collcdor antl tho two supposed 
1niz •s were not capturo<l, as ha(l been statecl, but were purchased 
at :\Ioza111bi<p10. This report gaining grournl with the public 
from sumo other suspicions eircumstances, Captain Campbell, the 
l'ort Captain, tho' at first unwilling to stir in tho business "con­
eei viug it" as he states in his letter to Sir George Yonge (K No. 1) 
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and to His Majesty's Fiscal "impossible that any man or set of 
men could be so foolhardy as thus to impose on Government and 
the Vice Admiralty Court, considered it as a scandalous and 
malicious report until some of the most respectable British 
Merchants here mentioned it to him in a manner reflecting on 
bis own character in his present capacity, to allow a tmffic so 
pernicious to the fair Trader to pass unnoticed in so glaring a 
manner." 

This strong representation, it appears, induced Captain Campbell 
to trace the report to its source, and he found it originated with 
a Captain Smidt and officers of the Danish ship Holycr JJansl.:r, 
who declared to him, that being at Mozambique, they saw the 
two small prizes before alluded to enter the port with English 
colours over the :French, and that they bad neither cargo nor 
slaves on board; but that the slaves were purchased and put on 
board at that place, to all of which they were ready to make oath. 

Upon the strength of this information, Captain Campbell 
applied to Mr. Van Ryneveld His Majesty's :Fiscal, and told him 
in confidence all the circumstances of the case, adding that his 
intention was to bring the business forward by writing an official 
letter to the Governor, and another to him as Public l'rosecntor, 
in order that a proper investigation might he held on the subject; 
but at the same time he expressed his doubts that in case the 
letter should be sent to the Government llouse, on account of 
Mr. Hogan's influence there it might not be delivered to the 
Governor, with that secrecy and 1>ropriety which the nature of 
lhe case indispensibly rcctuirecl ; for that if Mr. Hogan was 
apprized by his friends thuro what was going forward, he would 
he enabled to take such slops au1l prot.:aulions as might offoctnally 
prevent and frustrate every attempt to get at the truth of the 
matt1·r, plirticularly as far as dupcrnled upon any written documents 
that might be on board the Uollcctor. Captain Campbell then 
eonclu1lud that his letter on the subject shuul1l be puL into the 
hands of the Colonial ~ocrctary, for the purpose of being ufllcially 
delivered by him to the Governor. 

His Majesty's :Fiscal on the receipt of his letter on the same 
1mhject from Captain Campbell instantly waited on tlie Governor 
ancl communicated tbe contents of it to him. The Gu,crnor's 
a11,nver to the Fiscal was, lhaL he cli1l not, sec any weight in th, 
llpposition of Captnin Smidt and hi:< oni('()r~, :1~ thP_v a st'r[Pcl 
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nothing that was matter of fact. Being called upon however in 
a serious manner by the Fiscal, that he should take the necessary 
steps for a proper investigation being held into this affair, he was 
at length prernilod upon to direct the Colonial Secretary to write 
an Official letter to the :Fiscal conveying the Governor's commands 
that he should proceed in the business agreeable to the laws of 
tho Colony. 

Upon the receipt of these instructions, the Fiscal in order to 
prevent any communication with the Privateer the Collector placed 
ono of his officers on board, until the people belonging to her 
should be examined. 

The Com mi sioners of the Court of Justice were summoned 
to sit and enter upon the investigation,-before whom the witnesses 
were produced. The following day Sir George Yonge took occasion 
to speak to the Fiscal on the affair of the Collector, saying that 
he had read the proceedings of the Vice Admiralty Court, and 
that he found it a most extraor<linary business,-the Court of 
,T ustice shoulcl interfere in the decisions of the said Court, that 
if he was in Mr. Hogan's place, he would not appear before, nor 
pay any regard to, the Court of Justice respecting this matter, 
after the case had !Jeon decided by another Court. 

The Fiscal then told him that there was no intention to inter­
fere in the proceeding of the Vice Admiralty Court, but to try 
an accusation that had !Jeon presented, of l\fr. Hogan's ship the 
Gullcctur !Jeing concerned in an illicit trade or a smuggling trans­
action; and moreover that it was by no means impossi!Jle that 
the Vice Admiralty Court might have been imposed upon by 
false evidence, repeating that the investigation about to !Je held 
hy the Commissioners of the Court of Justice was in no point of 
view a trial of prize, but an illicit traffic. Rir George Yonge 
reluctantly gave way and concluded the conYersation by saying 
" Captain Campbell ought to take care for he must answer for 
the consequences." 

Tho first Step taken by the Commissioners of the Court of 
,Tustico was the examination of the Captain and Officers of the 
llulycr Dansl':..c, the amount of whose evidence was that the 
supposed prizes to tho Collector came into Mozambique, without 
Ria Yes on board, from which place they carried away Slaye.-; 
and that the Oullcrtor also came in without SlaYes, under the 
name of Jli11111tnin, commanclecl hy Captain Smart. 
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The next evidences produced were as many of the people cith •r 
belonging to or who had belonged to, the Ship Collector a!:l conM 
be procured.. And in collecting these evidences a very suspicioui; 
circumstance appeared; not one of the nine persons who had 
been produced in the Vice Admiralty Court to answer to tho 
standing interrogations could be found,-they hau all left the 
Colony. 

These witnesses from the ship co1Toborateu lhe fact of tho 
slaYes being purchased partly in l\fozamui<]ne and partly at a 
small village near Mozambique called Quilmango, where there 
was also at the same time a large J>ortuguese Vessel taking in 
Slaves, called the Joachini, which vessel, not being able to get 
within the bar at the mouth of the Hiver, was assi ·t<:d hy the 
Collector in loading her cargo of Rlaves. It may her, l>e observe<l 
that this said ship the Joachim came afterwards to the Cape with 
a cargo of Slaves, which, in conse<1uence of l\fr. Hogan'' per­
mission obtained thro' l\Ir. nlake for importing a certain numuer, 
were landed and sold under the direction of l\Ir. Hogan. 

It appeared moreover from the Deposition of one of these 
witnesses, that, the true Log Book of the Rhip Cullcctor, kept l>y 
the chief mate, and afterwards l>y the deponent, was locked up 
in his Trunk, upon which the Court tlispatdiecl a mes enger on 
lJoard and got possession of it. The Court also having under­
stood that a Log Book had been prouuced all!l sworn to Lefore 
the Collector of His Majesty's Customs, sent for the same; this 
was on the 20th of April. On comparing the two Log Books 
together, th y were found to differ in a mo i e. · traordinary mann('r, 
the one produced and sworn to at the Custom liorn;c being au 
after fabrication all(l altogether false, as appeared in the course of 
the Ern1uiry. 

The present Commissioners ha<l the Log Books pro<lnccd before 
them, lmL they do not think it necessary to accompany their 
report with co11ies of them, as the 'ourt of Justice lmYe iw-;erte,I, 
in the courne of their proee "lings, ample e.-tracis to shew the 
fah;ity of Llte 0110 impose<l upon the 'ustnm House, an<l indel•<l 
the i11i11 nity of the whole tran action; nothing more coul<l possibly 
lie re1p1ire1l to Rut the business in the elean• 't point of Yiew tliau 
confronting the R·tracts from the:-ie t\\·o documents, o mm·h 
iudec l <li<l they prom the «uili of ihe per ons coneerued, hut 
mute especially of Captain ~mart, \\ ho h.td made oath to tit~: 
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falRe Log Book, that his Majesty's :Fiscal demanded a decree of 
criminal apprehension against the person of Smart, which being 
accordingly obtained the proper Oflicers of the Court went im­
meoiatoly to the House of Smart in search of him, and not finding 
him placed the f4eals of the Court upon the house ;-and proceeded 
in the search after him in tho places where he was known mostly 
to frequent, but to no purpose. Captain Smart had effected his 
rn,cape. This happenecl on the 21At of April. Thinking he might 
have fled to Simon's Bay, this Leing the Season of the Ships 
lying there, the Fiscal wrote to the Admiral rer1uesting the ships 
might be searched for the person of Smart, which as appears 
by the Admiral's report, reply inserted in the proceedings, hall 
been done without effect. 

After that, the proceeuings were canied on according to the rules 
and customs of the Colony against the absconded criminal, and he 
being declared an Outlaw a Sentence was passed Ly the Court 
according to wbich he was banished this Country for life, and if 
apprehended, liable to the penalLy of suffering such punishment 
as the nature of his guilt shoulu require. 

Towards the commencement of the trial of tl1is cause in the 
Court of Justice Mr. Hogan appeared in Court and stated his 
ohjection to their proceedings on the grounds of litis finita·, as the 
cause ball already Leen deci<led in the Yice Admiralty Court. To 
this the :Fiscal replied that in the meantime the investigation 
Hhoul,l go on, and that he should afterwards answer the c.i:ccptio 
Litis jinitu·. 

The prucee<ling;:: acconlingly continuing, lfr. Hogan declared he 
Hhould uot further appear in Uourt. As soon however as the two 
Log hooks Juul Leen uiscornred and confronted, 1\fr. Hogan came 
down aiul laid rt Memorial before the Court, in which he stated 
"that circumstances having now come to his knowledge which 
raisud some doubts in his mind of the legality of Smurt's pro­
ceedings ,vith reganl to the Slaves, arnl that he ha(l reason to think 
the saicl Smart luul dcccivc<l him; he requested to withoraw the 
objection he ha<l made 011 a former <lay, stating that Lhc exception 
he propose<l . would only renuer the legality of the cause more 
un<·ertain, and that shouhl any fraud he diseovereu, the suspicion 
would fall upon him of being the author er at least of participa­
ting in the transaction ; He therefore left the uecision of the 
<pwslion in their hand,-.' ' 
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The illegality of the transaction being clearly proved, the valuo 
of the slaves sold by public auction was confiscated. 

The Fiscal moreover having demanded the usual penalty, being 
the triple of the value of any article of illicit traffic, the Court 
rejected the demand, supposing that there were not sufficient 
proofs to attach the criminality of the transaction to Mr. Hogan, 
whose property alone in this case would have suffered. 

The Commissioners however thought it their duty to enquire of 
His Majesty's Fiscal if, after the Court bad rejected his demand, 
he had prosecuted the cause in the Court of Appeal, whose reply 
to this question given in writing states, that "it certainly was bis 
Opinion at the time, that l\fr. Hogan was liable, as party concerned 
with David Smart, to the penalty of three times the value awarue<l 
by law, and claimed before the Court." But the Court rejected the 
demand, not considering the proofs sufficient to convict Mr. Hogan. 
Added to this the office of His Majesty's Fiscal being chiefly paid 
out of Fines and confiscations, it became a very delicate point 
with l\fr. Ryneveld to urge the penalty contrary to the opinion 
of the Court, and the more so as Sir George Yonge, on the part of 
Government, and Captain Campbell who lodged the information, 
expressed their willingness to drop the Prosecution. 

Thus circumstanced His Majesty's Fiscal adds" that his feelings 
could not possibly allow him to interject an Appeal ; having never 
in the period of nine years during "\\ hich time he has served as 
:Fiscal, appealed from a Sentence of the Court of Justice iu any 
case where his self interest was concernecl." On these grounds he 
acquiesced in the J udgemenL of the Court, allho' directly contrary 
to his own. No additional proofs at that time appearing against 
Mr. Hogan, the Court finally absolved him from the usual 
penalty. 

The proceedings of the Court of Justice in this cause (K o. 3) 
rcndere<l it a matter of puLlic notoriety that the Court of Vir.e 
A<lmirally had bGcn grossly imposed upon, and made a cloak 
to cover a most ini<]_uitous transaction, all(l the public conversation 
was not lesci engaged at that time than a general degree of surprise 
ex.cited, that 110 steps appeared to Le taken by the Vice Admiralty 
Court to liring the delin<]_nents to punishment, who Ly pre­
concerted perjury had so completely imposed upon the said Court. 

Howc\'Cr reluctant the Commi;;sionern might feel in vutting any 
questions to the Gentleman who presides nYer the Court of \'ice 
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A<lmiralty in this Sottlement, that could be supposed to convey 
the most distant appearance of reflecting on the proceeding, 
of that Court, yet as His Majesty's Ministers are particularly 
desirous of receiving the fullest information of all the circum­
stances that attended the transactions of the Ship Collector, not 
only with regard to those persons who were immediately con­
cerned in the said ship, but also those who sanctioned or connived 
at their illegal proceedings, thus "involving themselves in con­
siderable guilt, if by their public situations it was in their power 
to prevent or punish such enormities," the Commissioners felt 
themselves called upon to ask His Honor the Judge of the Vice 
Admiralty Court, "if after it became apparent that the Court over 
which he presided had been deceived by all the witnesses produced 
for the purpose of condemning the two pretended prizes and their 
cargoes of Slaves, to the Collector, together with the supposed 
Prize Slaves brought in that ship; any steps had been taken 
by the Court to bring these delinquents to punishment?" to which 
the Judge replied, " none whatever," and the reasons assigned by 
him were that in the first place no person appeared to prosecute 
for perjury, and secondly because the Jurisdiction of the Court 
appeared to him to be questionable. Mr. Holland further added 
that "the result of the Suit in the Court of Justice proving 
extremely unfavourable to the characters of the persons engaged 
in that transaction he (Mr. Holland) mentioned to the Fiscal, that 
the apprehension of Mr. Smart the Commander of the Collector 
would be a very desiraLle event." 

The :Fiscal conceiYed that the apprehension of those, or any 
of them, who had given false Evidence would be equally de­
sirable and spared no pains to effect this purpose, but without 
succern. 

Altho' persons high in authority were willing to suppose 
that all the criminal part of the transaction of the Collector was 
removed with the persons of Smart and the other ahsconded 
delinquents, yet the public seemed not so easily to be convinced 
of the innocence of J\fr. Hogan. Captain Campbell it is true had 
a!!reed to dro1) the l)rosecution after the confiscation of the slaves 

C > 

" because he ditl not want Lo ruin the man," yet he had no 
hesitation in saying that the criminaliLy chidly attached to 
Mr. Hogan (K No. 5). He deposed before the Commissioners 
that Smart came to him on the Sunday enming, the day after the 
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true Log book had been obtained, much agitatecl awl enragecl, 
declaring that as Hogan had 1iasely all(l falsely tmcluced his 
character, he was <leterminecl to prom to the Court of ,Jw;lice all(l 
to the worlcl the villainy and the falsehoocl of Hogan, as he had 
not only been privy to the whole transaction of purchasing the 
slaves at ~fozambir1ue, but had formed and arranged the whole 
plan. The following moming Smart went again to Capt. 
Camvuell much enraged as Lefore, saying he had made up his 
mind, and even at the risk of his life he would come fonrnl'<l and 
expose to the world, the villainy of Hogan, and in a frantic 
manner went repeatedly over the same sort of conversation. 
Capt. Campl.Jell advised him to take the opinion of a Lawyer 
and recommended to him l\Ir. Van der Truck, for whom he sent, 
and Smart accompanie1l him to his own house. Captain Carnpuell 
some time afterwarcls enr1uired of Van der Truek what Juul passecl 
between him and Smart, and what was liecome of the latter. 
Van der Truck replied that Hogan had been with Rmart at his 
House, that he had seen the former in a very humiliating 
situation entreating the latter to au:-;eond, otherwise the rnin of 
himself and family would ensue; that Smart was Yery violent 
and reluctant, but that they at last came to an accommodation. 
Van der Truck however on being examined Ly the Connnit-sioners, 
(K. No. G) pretemle<l ignorance of the nature of the accommo1t1-
tion, and stated that finding Smnrt,'s ca ·e despcmte he refused 
to have anything to do ,rith it. 

Mr. Cadogan corrohomtecl Capt. Carnpuell's E,idenec as to the 
agitation and Yiolent expre·si1111~ of Capt. :-;mart whom he h:"ul 
seen both at the houses of 1\lr. l [ogan arnl Van 1ler Truck, that 
when at the former he "·as eonjurcd hy M:r. Hogan to abscond. 
He protested that he hail done nothing that requiwl such a step. 
At Van dcr Trucks he shewed the 1lcponent some letter,; in it 

loose frantic manner, which he ha<l no <loulit were wrilt •n Ly 
Ur. Hogan, 1.Jut the ngi tat ion of Rmart and the e01H·ourse of 
pc11ple passing in and out, did not allow him mneh time to ]>l'rt1se 
their contents, at least he <li1l not rnneh recollect them, lint thinks 
some mention was made of the witnes~es to l>e prmluel:d in th, 
,\drniralty Court, arnl in 0110 wos a sort of HeprimtuHl to :-;mart 
in words to this Efl'cct, "]row often must I tell you f-;mart, that, 
a :-;lill tongue makes a "iRc hea1l." 

:Mr. Ca1logan also remember:, to have heard Hmart iuYcighi11g 

I 

I 

I 

I 
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against Hogan as the author of nll his present calamities, and that 
he could and woul<l prove him so by his own letters. Mr. Tennant 
has deposed (K No. 8) that two or three <lays before Smart 
abscon<led, he met him in the street an<l sai<l he wished to take 
his advice, that on the morning before he absconded he called at 
his house ancl told him in confidence that he ha<l it in his power 
to ruin Mr. Ilognn, but that he was rather inclined to compound 
the business, that as ho had calculated upon clearing from Fifteen 
to Sernnteen Hundred pounds, in case the Slaves had not been 
confiscated, he thought himself entitled, provided he should 
abscond in order to snve Ilogan, to an adequate compensation, 
and enquired of Mr. Tennant what he thought reasonable. 

l\fr. Tennant's opinion was, that he ought to demand from 
l\fr. Hogan Two Thousand pounds, which sum he was further of 
opinion Hogan could not refuse him. Haying shaken hands and 
thanked him for this adYice, Smart departed and l\fr. Tennant saw 
no more of him. 

It appears however from the Evidence of Mr. Bray (K No. 9) 
that the said Smart found no difficulty in coming to an accommoda­
tion with l\Ir. Hogan. Bray & Venables had a small Brig ready 
for Sea, which had been purchased at the judicial sale of the 
pretendell pnzes of the said Smart, and this Vessel they transferred 
to l\fr. Hogan upon his letter of indemnification to an unlimited 
amount, which was afterwards settled at Five or Six: Thousand 
Itixdollars and paid hy Mr. Hogan. 

It appearell further from the Deposition of Captain HuRsel 
(K No. l O) that during his stay at ltio de .Janeiro Capt. Smart 
arrive<l in the Bri~ ~Maria, with nine Sla,es which he smuggled 
into that place and sol<l there together with the said Brig ur on the 
sole account of the said Smart. • 

The Commissioners do not find that part of the charge s11 b­
stantiated which mentions the great loss of sla,es on the passage 
from Mozamliique for want of water; The <leficieney amounting to 
between Fighty arnl Ninety was occaRioned hy an infectious 
disease, on account of which she was onlered to perform quarantine 
at Itol.Jben Island for the space of ci~ht or ten weeks. The 
smallness of the Vessel, being only about one Humlred Tons, 
might probably have contributed to cau~e ibe distemper on lioarcl, 
as the Doctor seems to think they were rather crO\nled (K No. l 1), 
lmt Mr. Hogan says many of them were srnurrglcd on , horc whibt 
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the ship was performing quarantine, for the inclivicluul interest of 
Captain Smart. 

That Mr. Hogan was the person who planned and by means of 
his credit carriecl into execuLion thro' Smart, the whole of the 
illegal transactions of his Ship the Collector, the Commissioners 
cannot entertain a single doubt, but it does not appear from their 
enquiries that any other person was connected with him, or had 
any interest in that ship, except the Capt., Officers and Seamen, 
nor that any undue influence was used to attempt to bias the 
proceedings of the Court of Justice, tlio' an attempt was certainly 
made to intimidate the Prosecutors and the Court from trying the 
cause (K No. 12). 

SHIP CHESTERFIELD. 

With regard to the Ship Chesterfield belonging to Walker and 
llobertson, and which was discovered and captured by His 
Majesty's Ship Diomede carrying on a contraband trade on the 
Coast of South Ameriua, all the circumstances are so fully detailed 
in the proceedings of the Court of Piracy held upon the Captain 
ancl Supercargo vf the saicl ship as to leave nothing for the 
Commissioners to add on that subject. Sir George Yonge when 
President of that CourL, made oath that he liacl no interest 
whatever in Lhe said ship or the parties concerned. 

SHIP LADY YONGE. 

The ship Lady Yon.r;c belonging to the same Merchants was 
generally consiuered to be sent upon a similar Voyage to that of 
the Chesterfield, anu from the Evidence of Captain Elphinst0110 
(K No. 13) there is reason to believe that information sent to her 
of the fate of the Chesterfield, caused the Supercargo Mr. l'cters to 
change her destination. 

This Ship with goods of European manufacture on board cleared 
out for St. Helena, and some time after she had sailed a \Yarraut 
on the treasury was made out and signed by Sir George Yonge for 
a very considerable sum of money as an impress for the Hire of 
that Ship to Government. 

This naturally induced the Colonial Secretary to enquire into 
the nature of the service she was meant to perform, whither she 
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had been Sent, allll the terms of the Charter party. But he had 
every reason to suspect that no such instrument existed. At this 
time the Chesterfield had been brought in by the Diomede. He 
was told by Sir George that the Lady Yonge was gone to Hio de 
Janeiro with letters from him to the Viceroy, requesting him to 
permit and to assist her to procure a cargo of Rice, and that 
Mr. Peters was on hoard as Government Agent. 

The Lady Yon,r1e did certainly return with some Rice for 
Government, but had at the same time a considerable quantity of 
sugar on board for the private account of the owners. The 
quantity of Rice brought in her was so small that the loss to 
Government by this transaction was about Ten Thousand Rix­
dollars. 

l\fr. Peters a partner in the House acknowledged that he had 
verbal Instructions from Sir George Yonge, and that he carried a 
letter to the Viceroy of the Brazils, but that he had no copy of any 
charter party, that he looked for no pay as Government Agent, his 
purpose being sufficiently answered by getting an insight into the 
Trade of that Coast. 

In short the sending of the Lady Yonge was a very mysterious 
and suspicious transaction. The owners not only put goods on 
board, when outward bound, but also on her return, and Mr. 
Robertson acknowledgsd that he had asked l\fr. Blake if he 
would take a speculation in the Lady Yonge. It may be observed 
however that the engagements made by Government for shipping 
were all of them equally loose and irregular, conveying strong 
suspicions that those who made and acceded to the terms were 
alike interested and concerned in the profits arising from the 
several transactions. The correspondence of Mr. Barnard (K 
No. 14) with Sir George Yonge on the subject, which accompanies 
this report, will show the Yery improper engagements entered into 
by the Governor, all of which were concluded thro' the medium of 
Walko:r & Robertson, and without the knowledge of the proper 
officers of His Majesty's Government. 

(Signed) 

I\. 

Tnos. P. VANDELEUH, Brigadier General, 
Jo1rn Pm:-;raLE, Commissary Oeneral, 
\V. S. VAN HYNEVRLD, Fiscal, 
En\\'AUD llUCKLEY, Civil l'aymasier. 
,Tul!N J\.\Hl{!>\\', AudiLur <leuc~·al. 
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Signed :rnd , 'ealcd this lGth of March 180~ m the t 'asLlc of 
Good Hope. 

(, 'igned) RommT Mc.:N.rn, Secretary to the Commission. 

[Some of the anncxurcs to this report have hccn prinic<l in their 
places chronologically. Only a few of the others-and these of 
the least importance-arc now to he found, so it woul<l. serve no 
useful purpose to copy them.-G. M. T.J 

[ Annual Ilegister. J 
Drjinitirc Trmty of J>cacr bctircrn his 1Jrit11n11ir; llfajrsty (11111 

the F,·mch Republic, his Catholic ~Majesty, and the JJ11taci1lf1 
Rrpublic. 

Extracts:-

Art. III. Ilis Rritannic Majesty restores to tho French 
Hepuulic, and her Allies namely, his Catholic l\1ajesiy arnl 
the Batavian HepulJlic, all the possessions and colonies which 
lJclongc<l to them respectiYely, and which ha<l heen occupie,l or 
conquered hy the British forces in the coun;e of the war, with the 
exception of the island of Trini<l.ad, and the l>utch possessions in 
the island of Ceylon. 

Art. VI. The ( 'apl' of Ooo,l Hope nnnains in full sovereignty 
to the Batavian ltep11l>lie, as it was hcfore the war. The ships of 
every <lescriptio11 h<"longing to t!H• other ( 'ontrad in~ l'artil•s shall 
have the ri"ht to put in there, aud to pur<'hase Hll<'h Rnppl:l•s as 
they may stand in nee1l of as lH'rdofon•, withonL payin" any ot]l('r 
dutiPs than those to wlii<'h the ships of the Batavian ltepuhlic arc 
subjeeto,1. 

Art. XII. Th<• cvacnations, cessions, arnl l'<\S(itntions, H(ipnlat<'d 
for by the pr<•sent Treaty, cxel•pt where olhl'rwisc c. pr• sly 
1n·oyi<le<l for, Hhall take place in Europe within one month; in 
lhP ('ontim,ut ttlHl Seas of .\mel'il'a allll of Africa within thn'l' 
mouths; and in the ( 'ontincnt all(l Seas of Asia within six: rn011ths 
al't<•r the• Hatili<':tlion of the pn•scut lkiiniliH' Treaty. 

,\ rt. Xll l. Ill all the <'aSl'S ol' re:;titution agree1l upou h • tl1<• 
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present Treaty, the fortifications shall be delivered up in the state 
in which they may have been at the time of the signature of the 
i>reliminary Treaty; and all the works which shall haYe been 
constructecl since the occupation shall remain untouched. It is 
further agreecl, that in all the cases of cession stipulated, there 
shall be allowecl to the inhabitants, of whatever condition or 
nation they may l>e, a term of three years, to be computed from 
the notification of this present Treaty, for the purpose of dispo~ing 
of their properly acquired ancl possessed either before or during 
the war, in which term of three years they may have the free 
exercise of their religion and enjoyment of their property. The same 
priYilege is granted in the countries restored to all those, whether 
iuhahitants or others, who shall have made therein any establish­
ments whatsoeYer during the time when those countries were in 
the posse~sion of Great Britain. With respect to the inhabitants 
of the countries restored or ceded, it is agreed that none of them 
shall be prosecuted, disturbed, or molested in their persons or 
properties under any pretext, on account of their conduct or 
political opinions, or of their attachment to any of the Contracting 
1>owcrs, nor on any other account, except that of debts contractecl 
to indivi<l.uals, or on account of acts posterior to the present 
Treaty. 

Done at Amiens, the ~ 7th day of March, 1802 ; the Gth Germinal, 
year Ten of the French ltepublic. 

(Signe<l.) CORNWALLIS. 

Jos1mr 13O.',\.PARTE. 

J. NICHOLAS DE AZ,UlA. 

n. J. ScnurnELPENNI!:,CK. 

[Office Copy.] 

Llltcr Jroni LORD Ilon.\HT to LmUTENA. T OmmnAL Duxrns. 

Dow NINO Snmi::T, :JI Bt March 1802. 

Srn,-1 haw the sati~fat·lion of transmitting to you au 
E:traonlinary C:azelte annom1<·ing the r rrival of l\fr. l\foore, 
,\~:;ist:rnt ~l~eretary lo lhl' 1\farqnis <'ornwalli~, \\ itl1 the ])e­

T ~ 
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finitiYe Treaty of Peace which was signed at Amicns on the 
27th Instant. 

You will not fail to make this important Communication public 
throughout your Government without the least possible delay. 

I am &c. 

(Signed) HOBART. 

[Original.] 

Letlc1· froni LIEUTENANT OENERAL J)c-XDAS to LORD Hon.rnT. 

CAPE OF Goov HOPE, April 5th 1802. 

MY Lonn,-The departure of His Majesty's Ship Impcric11sr 
affords me a favourable opportunity of writing to your Lordship, 
hut, as no official communication has reached me since I ha<l the 
honor to receive your letter dated 12th October last enclosing a 
Copy of the Preliminary Articles of Peace between Engl:uitl and 
l<'rance, little occurs for me to trouble Your Lordship with at 
present, having alrea<ly reportetl a tlue obedience ha,'ing been paid 
to the King's commands relative to the cessation of hostilities as 
notified in the Proclamation of the 12th October 1801 brought here 
by His Majesty's Ship .E11ryd ice. 

ltcflecting upon the l1iffienllies which, in my official capacity, 
I was likely to experience, in conse<1ue11ce of the change "·hi<·h 
by the condition of the peace is to take place in the political 
situation of this Settlement, I coul,1 not help •ntcrtainiug very 
serious apprehensions as to the possibility of collecting to an 
aue<1uate amount the sums clue from the 1lifferent branches of the 
Itevenue, the payment of which the lnhal,itants being at all times 
incline<[ to elude might pos~ibly upon tlw present occasion harn 
altogether evaded ; therefor • considering that the Colonial Salaries 
arnl the co11tinge11t charges upon the ( 'i\il Establishment "·oul<l 
re<1uire to 1,e otherwise provided for, 1 di<l myself the honor of 
writing to Your Lonlship a letter (in triplicate) dated 20th 
December 1801 upon that subject; however, us the pro<luce of 
the ltevcnne has exceede<l what I apprehend •<l it woul<l he at the 
time I 1li<l my~elf the honor of writing to Your Lordship on that 
heatl, (the money pai<l iuto the hall(l~ of the ltev ·i\'Cr C:e11eral 
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being fully sufficient for the discharge of all demands) I now feel 
confident that it will be unnecessary for me to have recourse to 
such authority as Your Lordship may have deemed expedient to 
send me, agreeable to my request, for drawing to a certain extent 
upon the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, as the Colonial 
l◄'unds may he expected to answer the usual expenditure as well 
as perhaps every other demand likely to be made by the exigency 
of the public service previous to the final evacuation of the 
Colony. 

l lune the honor to enclose the Heport of the Commission which 
for His Majesty's information and in punmance of the instructions 
contained in Your Lordship's letter of the 2nd May 1801 was 
directed to enquire into the nature and circumstances of the 
alledged mi!icomluct of the late Governor Sir George Yonge. 
A.s it would be improper in me to trouble Your Lordship with 
any opinion or sentiments of my own upon this business, I 
indulge a hope that in transmitting the several documents and 
details accompanying the proceedings of the Enquiry instituted 
by Your Lordship's orders, together with a letter from the Gentle­
men composing the Commission to me I have fully executed 
your instructions and fulfilled His Majesty's commands upon 
that subject. 

In consequence of a...;epresentation made to me by the Burgher 
Senate seconded by the sentiments of the more respectable of the 
Inhabitants of this Settlement, who stated in very strong terms the 
expediency if not the absolute necessity of augmenting the paper 
currency on account of the great want of money ( owing to the 
encrease of the trade and commerce of the Colony) such a 
measure it being apparently necessary to adopt in order to 
prevent much private distress as well as public inconvenience, 
I was prevailed upon to direct a New Coinage to the amount of 
Two Hundred and Eighty Thousand Rixdollars to be stamped and 
signed in the usual manner and to be issuctl under the restrictions 
as mentioned in the Proclamations marked A No. 3, 5, G, 7, having 
only to adtl that sufficient securities having been obtained for this 
additional Capital of Paper Money from the Inhabitants for the 
relief of whom it was solely appropriated, no possiule degree of 
responsibility with regard to it can be hereafter attached to His 
Majesty's Government. 

The circumstances \\ liieh rendered neecs~ary the e~labli ltrncnl 
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of a Corn Commission by the late Governor Sir George Yonge a 
short time previous to his departure from the Colony l had the 
honor of communicating in a former dispatch; the salutary 
regulations whi<:h were nm.de at its recommen<lation, with a view 
to avert the had consequences of a scar<.:ily of Grain arc Htatc,l 
to Your Lordship in the papers marked E 1, 2, :l, containing a full 
detail of the proceedings of the sai,l Commission from its com­
mencement on 27th .February 1801 until dissolved by proclamation 
on the 1st January 1802 the cause which rendered neces::,ary the 
establishment no longer existing, since the almndant crops of the 
late harvest together with a very large supply of Hice receiYe1l 
from In<lia have now completely removed every apprehension of 
a deficiency of bread corn the Colony being amply snpplie<l. 

As Your Lordship will no longer ham any share in the a1l­
rni11istration of the puulic affairs of this Settlement, it woul1l he 
superfluous to occupy your time with a particular account of 
occurrences since the date of my last <lispateh. 

The means which I reported to have been resorted to for the 
preservation of tran1uillity in the upper Country have not dis­
appointed my expectations, no hostilities having taken place with 
the Gaffer nations, and the farmers having once more returned to 
their lutbitations, where I have every reason to believe from the 
last accounts l received from the Officer commanding in the 
District they will remain without e,·citing any new disturbances, 
or forming any hostile designs against His Majesty's Government. 

Some Hordes of rn11away liolLenlots continue to commit 
depredations on the frontiers of the Colony to which they have 
Leen naturally le<l hy 1he example of the 11oers themselves, 
having fled from the hauiLations of the Peasantry exaspl•mled at 
the ill treatment they experienec<l from their ancient oppressors. 
These Savages however arc not altogether irrnccessilile, rcfrainiug 
from any acts of hostility against lii!:l 1fajesty"s Troops against 
whom they state they have no cause of complaint; all(l I tun 
convince<l that some Jrnmtme. arnl jlHlil'iom; anangl'llWllLH with 
respect to them are only wa11Le1l lo hring these u11happy people 
J,aek to confiuenee arnl lranituillity, tttl(l which an interrnl of peace 
ttll(l leisure would have fully accompliHhe,1. 

In the hopes of receiving from Your Lonlship an early com­
u1u11ication ol' JliH Majesty's cornma1Hh; together with your final 
i.ustruclions upon <'\Cl') point telati 1·p to the affairs of this f-\ettli' -

 

 



Jtccords of the Cape Colony. 270 

ment previous to its expected evacuation, so as to obviate any 
difficulties which might possibly occur with respect to the several 
arrangements which it will be necessary to make with the Dutch 
Uovemment before His Majesty's Troops can be withdrawn, 

I have &c. 

(Signed) ]!'RA.NOIS DUNDAS. 

[Original.J 

Letter Jr01n VICE ADMIRAL CURTIS to EVAN NEPEAN, Esq1m. 

CAPE OF Goon HOPE, April 9th 1802. 

Sm,-In my Letter of the Gth October last I signified to you 
for the information of their Lordships the defective state of the 
Impcricusc, and the necessity there was for that reason to detain 
her here, until that from the period of her sailing from hence, she 
might arrive in England in the Summer season; she is now 
therefore to take her departure. 

In my Letter of the Uth March I stated my determination, for 
the reasons therein mentioned, to put on board the Hindostan the 
Naval Stores in the l\{agazine at Cape Town, which has been done, 
and on the 5th instant she sailed for Simons Bay, as did the 
Lancaster, aml I am extremely happy that both these Ships have 
quitted Table Day, as it is very insecure at all seasons, but 
particularly so at the change from the SE to the NW Monsoon. 
The other Ships will also repair as soon as may be to Simons 
Bay, which I am the more anxious for, on account of t~e little 
depenclancc that can he placed in tho Patent Cables, which in a 
very short time rot and are found to be unserviceable, though 
having tho appearance of being perfectly goocl. I have written 
a letter datecl the 7th ultimo to the Navy Boarcl upon this 
subject. 

On the lllh ultimo the Echo a Dutch Corvette from Holland 
arrived hero, where she still continues, but is ultimately bound 
to Bala via. It is said this Vessel is to wait here the arrival of a 
Ship expected from IIollarnl. 

On tho 2~rnl ultimo the ]Jl'(l(l1'C hclonging to this Station arrived 
here from the East Indies pursuant to an Orcler from Vice Admiral 
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Rainier. By this Ship I received a Letter from Captain Osborn 
of the Tremendous dated Bombay the Gth .Tanuary, wherein he 
informs me that endeavour:; ·would be used the next day to put 
the T,·emcndo11s into Dock. 

On the 23th ultimo another Dutch Vessel of War from II01la.11cl 
named the TViltiani anived here, on her way to Batavia; and it is 
supposed she will sail from hence in a few days. I am &c. 

(Signed) ROGER Uu1ms. 

[Copy.] 

Proclamation by LmUTENANT GENEIL\L FIL\.!WIS DUNDAS. 

Whereas Reports of a false and injurious nature have hcen 
propagated respecting the Corps of I [ottentots in J Iis Majesty's 
:-:;e1Tico quartered at nietvalley, ternling to alarm the Inhabitants 
in that neighbourhood by misrepresenting the intention of His 
1\Iajesty's Government, which in all its mea,mros has heon in­
variably influence1l by the most just arnl e<p1italile motives, I 
hereby fiml it uec:essary to express my most heartfelt concem at 
the circulation of such groundless rcprnts, which must have 
originatc<l in either malevolence or fully, atHl at the :-;ame time 
to call upon and em·nc::;tly to entreat the I11hal>ita11ts at largo to 
be upon their guar<l in future against the belief of similar false 
arnl malicious Heprcsentations n:spliding tl1e forementio11c1l 
Iluttcntots, all of whom !icing hpt under the stridc::it dis<·ipli11e, 
a1 11l comrna11de1l l>y proper Oflicers, have gi vcn no muse even 
for a ( 'om plaint, much less for suuh ill founded antl absunl 
apprehensions. 

An<l in order that the Inlmbitants may not suffer themseln~-i to 
l>e misled by the malicious assertions of the ill-di:-ipo,-;cd, I hcreliy 
warn them of the fatal conse<1 uences whit:h will inevitably ewme 
;;houl1l they he so far tlecei ved as to act contrary to their ,luty in 
attempting to counteract tlw operations of <1overnrneut. 

I <lo herehy 1>rohibit in the most positi,e manner the assemhling 
of the Inhabitants in arms u1ion any pretence whatsoever, without 
a proper and legal authority for that purpose, the J,'iel<l Cornets 
being only authorized by their Jnstrnrtions to call out in tll!'ir 
o,r11 !:-,ulHli,i:-;ious partie nJ' ,11mud Inhauita11ts iu <:aSL'fl ofe.xln!lll(' 
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emergency not admitting of the delay requisite to inform the 
Laml<lrost, who in the event of any greater commando being 
necessary, will alone give the necessary orders to that effect, 
and I do hereby moreover declare my full determination to 
punish in an exemplary manner upon the spot any one who 
shall presume to act contrary to this regulation, it having become 
absolutely necessary to enforce by some vigorous and decisive 
step that attention to tlto orders of the Magistrates, as well as 
that due obedience to the Law, so requisite to ensure the tran­
quillity and well being of every Community. 

I think it necessary upon this occasion to remind the Inhabi­
tants that the advantages they have experienced together with the 
security they have enjoyed during the Seven Years this Colony 
has been under the Dominion of His Britannic Majesty gives 
them no reason to entertain any doubt of the propriety or 
expediency of the measures of the British GoYernment, which 
on tho contrary is entitled to the full and implicit confidence of 
the Settlement, the Colony in general having enjoyed during the 
forementioned period a course of uninterrupted tranquillity, and 
flourished l!eyond all former example. 

The attention of Government has been incessantly employed 
towards the suppression of the plundering Bands of Hottentots 
which infest the district of Graaff lleinet, for ,rhich 1mrpose 
measures have been alrea<ly adopted, and the Hottentots who 
were lately Lrought down the Country, and who having been 
ineorporatecl with the ultl Hottentot Soltliers from Houtsbay are 
now formecl into a Hegiment and <1uartered at, Hietvalley, were 
enlisted wilh no other Yiew than the preservation of the peace and 
the general safety of the Country, since it was evident that these 
Uuitcntots, in orcler to subsist, must have joined the wandering 
Hands of plunderers, thereby augmenting the dangers to which 
tltc Farmers arc alrcacly exposed, who consequently, instead of 
being ridiculously alarmed at the steps taken by Government 
with rrn,pcct to these people, ought to feel grateful for this 
:ulditimwl proof of that care with which the British Government 
has consumtly laboured for the safety, peace, and prosperity of 
the Colony. 

Oirnn under my Hand & Seal, Castle of Good Hupe this 10th 
day of April l 80~. 

F!LL'latl J>U.l:iD.\S. 
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[Original.] 

.Jlcmorial of MR. DA vm PONTARDAXT to LORD HOBART. 

To the Right Honorable Remy Lord Hobart, one of Jfoi 
Majesty's Principal 8ecretary's of State, &c., &c., &c. 

The lluml.,le Memorial of David l'ontardant Sheweth, 
That your l\femorialist received great and serious injury from 

the conduct of Sir George Yonge, late Governor of the Cape of 
Good Hope, and upon your memorialists return to England, he 
had the honor to present a Memorial to your Lordship, with the 
prayer of ,vhich, your Lordship was pleased to comply, but which 
has been remleretl useless, by the preliminary Articles of l'eace. 

That your Memorialist has been informetl, it is the intention of 
His Majesty's l'.1iuistcrs, to appoint a Consul at the Cape of Good 
Hope, and that such appointment rests with Your Lordship. 

Your Memorialist humbly entreats your Lordship, to take his 
case, again under coasideration and that you will be graciously 
pleased to nominate him, British Consul at the Cape of Good 
Hope. 

And your Memorialist as in duty bound will ever pray for 
&c. &c. 

(Signed) DAVID PONTAlWAXT. 
CLAPTON, 218t April 1802. 

[ Office Copy.] 

Letter from Lo1m IIonART to LrnurnxANT GENEH.\L DuXDAS. 

DOWNING STREET, 30th April l 02. 

Rm,-I have the honor to transmit to you herewith His 
Majesty's Hoyal Sicrn Manual directing you to deliver the 
8eUlcmcnt of the Cape of Good Hope with the J◄'ortifications 
thereof in the state in which they now are, to such l'erson as 
shall Le authorizetl to receive the same on the part of the 
Batavian Republic, pursuant to the l)efinitive Treaty of Peace 
signe1l at Amiens on the :!7th ultimo, a Copy of which I herewith 
enclose; a1Hl as it is possible thaL some doubts ma • tU'ise with 
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regard to the Artillery and Ammunition helonging to the said 
:Fortifications, His Majesty is graciously pleased to authorize you 
to restore, together with the Rettlcmcnt, all the Artillery and 
Ammunition found therein at the time they were conquered 
liy His Majesty's Arms. 

It being stipulated by the Twelfth Article of the said Treaty, 
that the Evacuations, Cessions, and Restitutions stipulated for by 
the present Treaty, except where otherwise expressly provided for, 
shall take place in the Continent and Seas of Africa within three 
Months after the Ratification thereof; and the Ratifications having 
lJeen exchanged at Paris on the 23rd instant, you will fix the most, 
early time for your restoring the said Settlement of the Cape of 
GooJ Hope to such Person as shall be properly authorized Ly the 
llatavian Hepublic to receive the same; anJ having delivered up 
the saiJ ~ettlement you will immediately bring away with you 
all His Majesty's Troops, and any of His Majesty's Subjects who 
may be upon the said Settlement of the Cape of Good Hope, 
together with all the Artillery, Stores and other Effects, now 
there belonging to the King or any of His Majesty's Subjects. 

The Officer Commanding His Majesty's :Fleets at the Cape of 
0 ood Hope has been instructed to co-operate with you in the 
execution of this Service ; and particular Instructions with regard 
to the Jisposal of His fajet>ty's Troops under yom Command ,rill 
l,c communicatCll to you by His Hoyal Highness the Commander 
iu Chief. I have &c. 

(Signed) lIOll.\.HT. 

[Copy of Translation.] 

l'rovisivnal J11stijic(ltion of HOXOHATUS CmtrSTIUX DAVID MAY­

KlElt, ·i,i his (J1111lil!J as Commissary of the District of limo.fl 
lt1 i,,rt, co1ll'l'l'lt iny scccral aci:11.witiu,1,s pr1Jcrrcd ffgai,1,st hilll, 
trilh lltl' IMl'8liy(/tiu,1, of 1d1ich a Sprcial Uummi:;;:;;iun appoinfo1l 

by Cuccnimcnt is at p,•c:;;c,it occupied. 

Before I er1tcr upon my Defence, against the particulars of the 
Ycry heavy Charges which }rnye l1een preferred against me, and 
before I amrn·er !'or my <.:ornlucL during the time I l10lll the Ycry 
clisagreealik onlcc nf Commissary at Gmaff Heiuet, it ,rill be 
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necessary to state a variety of circumstances w h.ieh the Impart i:tl 
Head.er ought to be acquainted with, before he prononnces ,J udg­
ment either with regard. to the nature of the accusations, as well 
as of the Defence itself. 

These Circumstances relate principally to the disturhrnres \l'hich 
have taken place some years past in the District of Uraatr Heinet, 
and to myself, that is, in other worus, to the mode of• my 
proceeuings there, as also to the occasion by which I hose be •n 
employed there during the last Disturbances. 

When in the vicissitude of affairs it happens that a I>ulJlic 
Officer, to whom the Magistracy of a whole District has been 
committed, is accused of Crimes short of Murder, Hohbery, Instiga­
tion of Hottentots against the Christians, Peculation, and several 
other Offences, one would. in the first moment tremble for the fate 
of an Inhabitant who is to groan unuer the Government of such a 
Chief Magistrate; and one would be easily prevailed on to excuse 
such Inhabitants, if they, becoming desperate, shonlu take up arms, 
and should encleavot1r by forcible means to free themselves from 
such a Despot, and throw all the Guilt upon the Villain who hy 
his conduct has occasionc<l their misbehaviour. 

But reflecting upon the Circumstances which now exist in that 
part of the District of Graaff Heiuet known under the name of 
Druinshoogte and Zuurveld, whose Inhabitants for many years 
past have opposed themselves to all kind of (loverument, to every 
Lan<hlrost, Chief or Commissary, who at any time were to cxecutu 
in those Districts auy Act of Authority, Lo preserve goo<l onler, 
arnl to prevent 1\lunler an<l Robbery. That those Inhabita11Ls 
have not fom·ctl to take up Arms, both against the pre~ •nt aucl 
former Government ; and to charge the former Larnldrusts aJHl 
Commi saries with the same vague aecusations as are at pre cut 
prnferrecl against me, and which arc at present the suhjceL of a 
seriou:s enr1uiry hy a Special Com111i siuu tlwreto u. pr• ly ap­
puinte<l by Government. \Vhen at the same time it is taken into 
cunsi<lerntiun that I have not i11Lru<lml myself into the affairs of 
C:mafl' Iteiuet, but that I have hecn called Lo the oflice of 
C'ummissary against my own iuelination, all(l agai11st my reprc:-enta­
tions, at a moment when N. JJ. the District by the Mutinous mHl 
Turbulent Spirit of some of the Peasantry was in the most 
imminent daHger, even on the brink of en lire ruin, arnl taken from 
my l:ctircment \I hew I h:ul lll•cn livi11g the u four yea 11, pa L 
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Quietly and Peaeeal,ly. He will then be on his guar<l if he wishes 
to ju<lge arightly, and will not be led away by these injurious 
accusations, or by the cry of such as have a private view in 
lJlackeniug as much as possible my conduct, and in justifying that 
of the l)easantry; but on the contrary he will, laying aside all 
prepossessions, ask for the proofs of the accusations I have been 
charged with, and will behave with all the required delicacy and 
circumspection in the judgment of these proofs, and of the Persons 
who may appear as Witnesses, especially when there are among 
them such as belong to the discontented party, and of course are 
my adversaries. By so doing he will be easily convinced, not only 
of my Innocence, but also of my being as Commissary of Graaff 
lteinet and as an Honest Inhabitant scandalously abused. 

The circumstances I have in view are certainly generally enough 
known; every body is acquainted with the troubles of the District 
of Graaff Reinet, or more particularly the Divisions of Bruins­
hoogte and Zuurveld have during the last ten years continually 
caused to Government, and in enquiring into the origin and real 
causes of the same, they will be found to have arisen from that 
just protection which Government, and according to its principles 
and orders, the Lamldrosts an<l Commissaries have respectively 
ell(leavoure<l to afford the m.tives against the Violence, Robbery, 
and Oppression whieb the abovementioned class of perverse 
peasantry have always been committing against the Life and 
l'ossessions of those creatures. 

Already in the month of October 1788, when I did not even 
onco think of Leing employed in tho unhappy Drostdy of Graaff 
Heinet, the Magistracy of that place wrote to the Governor that 
some inhabitants had requested assistance against the Caffr~s, and 
to attack the same, and in that Letter the following expressions 
were made use of:-

" and with that Nation some of the Inhabitan~ have since long 
ago wished to stand at variance, to make if possible a good Booty, 
as the Hornecl Cattle the Cufl'res do possess has always stimulated 
t,lieir covetousness." And in another part of that Letter the 
following pai:.1gmph occurs: "It woul<l be very possi1le that some 
military officers woulJ have been met with, who had insisted upon 
attacking iuimically that Nation, whereLy the Sacrecl !tights of 
Nations woul<l have heeu violated, and mueh Innocent Blood would 
have Leeu shed, aml by so doing the Just Wrath of God might he 
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foare<l over this Country, but, Honornble Sir! what means soever 
may he employed to prevent the violation of that Hight of Nations, 
it will serve but only to defer the lm:=;iness a little, for these 
turlmlent spirits will only for a while desist from their intentions 
to execute the same afterwards with the better success." 

Thus, I say, they wrote from Graaff Heinet before I even 
thought of being employed in a public situation in that district. 
Experience bas afterwards but too well confirmed that suppo~ition, 
the Caffrcs have indeed been assaulteLl, and the Inhabitant~ them­
selves have given rise to what was already so justly feared in the 
Year 1788 and which, alas ! at present is too much felt. 

Being appointed in the Y car of 17!)3 as Larnldrost of C1raaff 
Reinet, the disturbances rose to such a height that Government 
found itself under the nece.•sity of allowing a numerous Cummunrlo 
of hoth the Districts of Zwcllcndam antl Graaff Heinet to act 
against the Caffrcs. The Landdrost of Zwollcrnlam, Mr. Faure, 
and myself were placed at the head of this Commall(lo. After 
having defeated the Caffres, and taken a good deal of their Cattle 
which were divided 1y Mr. :Faure and me among those who had 
suffered hy the inva ions of the Caffres, and who had well 1,ehave<l 
in the Commarnlo, we made peace with the Caffres, a thing of great 
importance to this Country. 

I then employe<l all means to convince tho Inhabitants of 
lhuinshoogte that it was their real Interest to live in peace with 
the Caffrcs, but in vain, they longed fur nothing so much as to 
atiack tho Caffres again arnl to profit by now troubles. They took 
it very ill that I ha<l caused part of the Hooty to be <lislrilmted 
among such faithful Hottentots, as, in conjunction with the 
Inhabitants had assisted the Commando against the Caffres, mHl 
who hacl acted with as much zeal as if it had been their own cause. 
These Creatures had risc1ue<l their Lives, were always the first 
expose<l to danger, and place<l on tho most a<lrnnced posts, and l 
therefore insisted that they sltoul<l at least have some share, and 
incloe<l they Juul only a Yery small part in the Booty. Hut this 
was called to 111•1f<'r thr Jlmtlu:,1s l11f11rl"/hr ('hristi1uts. 

The positive onlers of <:over111nent 'H'rc not lo at/ad~ t/1(', 
Cajfrcs; but to promote Peace aiHl Tra11<p1illity l1etwee11 thL•m all(l 
the lnhal,ita11ts by mili! :tll(l gentle rncau,; all(l tu proicd the 
Hottentots against the Oppn•s, ions allfl Violenc•L• wl1id1 they 
continually sufll•red f"rmn the !loon,. 
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These orders so coincident with my own feelings were of course 
executed hy me with all possible punctuality. Dut the more I 
fulfilled in this regard both as a Man and as a Public Officer, the 
more Enemies and Adversaries I created to myself among those 
who saw their schemes thereby frustrated. 

On the Gth of February of the Year 1795 the Inhabitants of 
Drninshoogte assembled in arms at Graaff lleinet, and made as 
they termed it a Revolution. They declared themselves unwilling 
to obey the Dutch East India Company any longer, and that they 
would be ind1pcndcnt, and ordered me to quit the Drostdy with all 
that belonged to me within a few Hours. 

Having no Garrison to support my character and authority as 
Landdrost, I was obliged to comply with this Mutinous In­
timation. 

I went away, and made a circumstantial report of what happened 
heforc the Regency. Soon after a series of complaints against me 
were sent in. I was an Aristocrat. I ruled arbitrarily, I had 
stolen, murdered, and protected the Hottentots before the Chris­
tians, &c. 

The Hegency in order to restore quietness and to investigate 
these complaints, appointed Mr. Olof Godlieb de Wet, Member of 
the Uouncil and President of the Court of Justice, as Commissary 
of Graaff Heinet, w}.Q. assisted by Mr. Johannes Andreas Truter 
as Secretary, immediately departed to execute his Commission in 
my absence. 

The particulars of what happened at that time at Graaff Reinet 
arc certainly not accurately enough known to me to be here stated; 
lmt will easily be found in the report of the proceedings of those 
Gentlemen. . 

Howenr I know that this Commission in the first instance was 
very well received at Graaff Reinet, but as soon as the flame 
enteretl into a Calm investigation of the proofs of the complaints 
pn•f~rred arrniust me, 1md ernloavoured to inculcate into the 
l'~lsanlry 1~·inciples of Humanity arnl the System of living in 
peace arnl harmony with lhc natives of the Country, Letters were 
circulalctl, mentioning that ::\Ir. J le "\V ct was come to Graaff Heinet 
with a , icw to Murder the Uhristiaus with the help of Colonel 
Gonion, and Lo give the Country up to the lioUcntois; the 
conscqnence of whieh was that this High Commission, after 
remaining al>out t,wo 1'fo11tlrn aL Clraafl' Heinct, HharCll the flame 

 

 



fate with me, lJcin"' by an Armed Bantl of Hebels expelled from 
the Drost1ly. 

A few days after the return of this Commission in Uape Town, I 
was desired to wait on the Commissary 8luysken, ·who gave me to 
understand that from the report of the Commission, my Innocence 
was establishe,l; but that on the one side the circumstances the 
Colony was untler (it being then in the Month of July 17!15, when 
the Cape was besieged) and on the other side the situation of 
Graaff Reinet itself as Lcing in a State of Mutiny woultl not allow 
for the present any steps being taken in my cause. 

The Recorcls of that time will sufficiently shew the state of affairs 
at Graaff Reinet. The proposals concerning the Hottentots made 
by the Voicl' of the People of Graaff Heinet to the Hegcncy tending 
to nothing less than to reduce the same to absolute Slaxery, and to 
cut off all means of complaint about the injuries they suffered from 
the Boors, and these same Records will in the mean time poin1, out 
the sufferings which the poor Hottentots have undergone, who on 
all sides were caught up as N 1J accused of l1cing accomplices in 
the treachery of Messrs. do Wet and Gordon, and how the Gaols 
of both Graaff HPinct ancl Zwcllcndam (from whence the Larnlflrost 
J<'aure also had l1ec11 dismissed) have been filled with those unhappy 
Creatures many of ,vhom lost their lives therein. However this 
not Lclonging to my present task, is only statccl m pass(lnt; besides 
these circumstances arc Ao generally known that it would he un­
necessary to enlarge on the Subjcd. 

Towards the Clo~e of the Y car 17!).--; aft 'r the Hc<luction of this 
l'lace by the .Arms of His Britannic 1Iajcsty, Mr. Bresler was 
appointCtl a Lamldrost of <lraafl' Hcinet, prouahly to entlmvonr to 
restore quietness hy sending a Rtranger, while General Craiir 
suppo:1e,l tliat the prepossessions \\ hich the late events must have 
crcate<l would perhaps hinder the attainment of that end in case l 
returue(l as Landdrost. 

I could not hut applarnl this prudent measure, all(l for tu.lil 
General Ooo<l I put up with this arrangement, and went to tho 
place of my 1:rothcr in Law in (lrocnc Kloof, and aitenrnrds to 
the l'lace the Burghers l'o::it, which a good Fricll(l :-;c.,l1l to me at, a 
rea,\onal1le rate. 

I <lid not neglect, however to communir•ate to the <lcneral mv 
Sentiment:-; about the Interest of that part of the ('olony whirh ·r 
so n:r•ently gowrue1l, and impartc(l t.11 lli Ex!'cllcuc,r my, as 1 
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then imagined, so well founded fear of its future fate, namely that 
the unhappy Natives of the Country turning desperate by the bad 
treatment of the chief part of the Inhabitants, and by want of 
protection of their Rights, would one Day commit the most Horrid 
Depredations. 

I repeatedly pressed this my apprehension on the mind of the 
then newly appointed Landdrost, advising him from time to time 
if possible to prevent this event from happening by exhorting the 
Peasants to treat their Servants humanely, and to bear himself with 
patience the complaints of the Hottentots, and in such cases as they 
were in the Hight, to Administer Justice to them &c. 

During the time that I lived at my Place Groot Post, Six Hours 
from Cape Town, I heard little else of Graaff Reinet than what 
came to the knowledge of the Public in General, namely that the 
Boors were again rebellious, that they peremptorily desired leave 
from the General to pass beyond the Groote Vis-river among the 
Caffres, which has always been before, and at that time wisely for­
bidden to them. Another time that they had expelled their Land­
drost and Clergyman from the Drostdy, then again that the General 
had resolved to send Troops against them, and to oblige them by 
force to live quietly, until at last in the Year 1799 that memorable 
event happened at Graaff Reinet which has caused so much noise 
here, and obliged Government actually to send Troops to Graaff 
Reinet to bring the Rebels to Reason. They took Arms against 
the Troops, and the consequence was that when the Troops 
advanced they disarmed them and sent the Ringleaders to Cape 
Town. 

Thus what I had foreseen took place. The Hottentots saw the 
moment fair to take Revenge on the Boors, and together with some 
Calli'es, they assaulted their places, Murdered several Innocent 
J•'amilies, took all the Ammunition and all the Horses of a whole 
Di\'ision. Every one .Fled. The Troops found themselves sur­
rourn.lod, and tho Country seemed on the very brink of total Ruin. 

Troops were immediately detached from the Capital, and Com­
mandos formed in the Country, but as the first mentioned had a 
lona March o perform, and the others, whether terrified bv the 

0 . . • 

unexpected event, or by want of ammumt10u, rather chusing to 
almmlon ever_\ thing and so save themselves by :Flight, the 
Hottentots and Call'res had the uetter opportunity to continue to 
Hoh and to l'luu<lt•r, 
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The alarming Reports of all these Events made Lieut. Gen. 
Dundas (then Acting Goveruor of this Place) resolve to depart 
immediately, and to place himself at the Head of his Troops, a 
great number of which marched in the mean time for the purpose 
of protecting the Inhabitants and to encourage them by Iris own 
presence to defend themselves, and further to take the necessary 
measures for the restoration of Peace and Tranquillity in those 
Districts. 

During all these occurrences I lived Quietly with my Family at 
the Place the Burghers Post, until I received a Letter by Command 
of His Excellency the General written to me, dated 12th of August 
of the same Year I 799, desiring me to come as soon as possible to 
the Cape, and to wait on His Majesty's Fiscal who was authorized 
to speak with me about affairs of the greatest importance. 

I lost not a moment and arrived in the night of the 13th at the 
Cape. The Fiscal then communicated to me more particularly the 
distressed circumstances of the Country, adding that the General 
desired to have some person with him who had influence over the 
Hottentots, and on whom they would rely, as that it was necessary 
to bring this desperate people to order, and to prevent furthP.r 
Bloodshed, saying that the General was well acquainted the 
principle I had always acted upon at Graaff Reinet was to protect 
as much as possible the Natives, which His Excellency supposed 
they would not have forgot. 

In the first instance I naturally hesitated to leave my family 
and to expose myself without necessity to danger and disquietude, 
but I was prevailed on by the Fiscal's reasons, that I might perhaps 
be the means to stop the course of Murder and depredations and 
thereby be of real service to my Country. I resolved to attend the 
General to Zwartkops River, and to execute as far as lay in my 
power the orders which His Excellency should be pleased to give 
me at that place according to circumstances. 

The Day following, the 14th of August, I left the Cape without 
having been able to make any arrangements with. regard to my 
private affairs, and Lo the best of my recollection I arrived the 
16th of the said Month in Zwellendam, where I met the General 
just ready to Proceed on his J ouruey. 

The Landdrost of Zwellendam as well as myself followed the 
General, and on our arrival at the Lange ICloof we already met 
with several Waggons of tho flying Inhabitants who had abandoned 
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their plnces and whose Hottentots had joined the Confederacy of 
the Rebellious Hottentots. The General immediately ordered the 
Boors there to return again. 

Being here informecl that several families were murdered, the 
General ordered the Field Commandant Tjaart van der Walt to 
assemble with all possible speed the Boors in his district to stop 
the further effusioh of Blood. 

The situation we found the District in at that time I am averse 
to describe. General Dundas and these who attended His Excel­
lency on that occasion will best be able to recollect tho state of the 
Country at the time, and it is not my business to enquire into the 
causes and origin whereby these affairs had risen to !luch a height, 
it will be sufficient only to note tl,at the Hottentots and Caffree 
were entirely master of the Gamtoos, Zondag's and Bosjesman'e 
rivers, that Stephanus Scheepers and his whole family, Hendrik 
Strydom and his famil)', the Widow Van Beilen and her family, 
and several persons at the place of the Widow Gerrit Scheepers, 
situated 3 hours distance from Zwartkops Bay, had already been 
murdered, and that the cotnmunication from the said Bay with the 
Lange Kloof was entirely cut off. 

The Peasantry were confounded by this unexpected insurrection 
of the Hottentots, and panic-struck at their success. The Com· 
mandant Van der 1:Valt still preserved some resolution, but few 
followed him, and several attacks made against those Hottentots 
were without success. '.Che Commandant Rensburg suffered him­
self by a single attack to be dispossessed by the Hottentots of 104: 
Horses, and he and his men put to flight. 

The confede!'acy of the combined Hottentots consisted of 
upwards of 700 men, who already had with them more than 
300 Horses and 150 :firelocks; besides the Hottentots who still 
remained under the Boors were not at all well disposed, but 
seemed rather to incline to join the confederacy oh the first fair 
opportunity. 

This was then nearly the hopeless 1state of the Country, when 
the General at the place of Cornelis Muller on Gamtous River 
mentionell to me that Heflecting on Lhe Circumstances and on the 
Situation of the Comhine<l Uo11federacy of Hottentots which 
remained in the nearly inaccessible Woods arnl Mountains, anrl 
on considering that the numbers continually encreased, Ilia 
Excellency thought it for the prcseut irnpossiLle Lo attack them 

2 u 

 

 



2'92 Records of the Cape Colony. 

with any Success, but 1Iis Excellency remembering the un­
fortunate events of St. Domingo feared with great Reason the 
most serious consequences for this Country if the progress of this 
evil by some means or other were not speedily suppressed ; being 
fully persuaded that a War with this Nation could never be carried 
on with the hope of a favorable issue, without exposing the 
whole Country to ruin. His Excellency therefore determined to 
appease these Creatures by fair means. The only question then 
remaining was how to enter into negotiations with them. 

Altho' it may be inconsistent with the rules of Modesty to 
speak of one's own good deeds, the thread of this narrative requires 
that I should be indulged for a moment, to mention that I at that 
time, even against the General's inclination, who was anxious not 
to expose me to the danger, went unarmed, between the Bosjes­
man's and Zondag's Rivers where the whole confederacy was 
assembled in arms. After long treating with them, and after 
having with much trouble prevailed on them to believe that 
Government did iudeed conceive they were not well treated, and 
that it was really the intention of Government that their condition 
with the Boors should be altered, I concluded a peace, the terms 
of which were " that Government should protect them against 
the ill treatment of the Boors in the most efficacious manner, and 
should provide that when they served the Boors that they should 
be well paid and well treated." 

After the lapse of two Days I returned to the General, bringing 
with me the principal Chiefs of the Confederacy, with whom the 
General ratified this peace, and who was pleased to pardon the 
offonccs they had committed in consideration of the circumstances 
of their case, at the same time warning them against a repetition 
of these outrages, and threatening that in such an event they 
would certainly receive exemplary punishment, and from that 
moment the Murders and Depredations of the Hottentots ceased. 

The same plan was adopted with r •gard to the Chiefs of the 
Caffres, with whom the General also agreed on terms of Peace. 
The Peasantry now recovering from their fright and apprehenRions, 
were exhorted to retake possession of their places which they had 
ahandoned. The General then framed a plan to preserve lasting 
peace and good understanding with the CaITres and Hottentots, 
and more especially to prevrnt hy all possible means the 
Hottentots and Caffres from joining together, and also to conclude 
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with the latter, or the Great Caffrian Nation situated beyond the 
Groot Visch River under the Government of Ghyka, a treaty of 
:Friendship, on just and equal terms. 

To this great end the General employed all means, and as far 
as laid in my power and my knowledge. of the Country allowed 
me, I endeavoured to assist His Excellency Bona :Fide with the 
best intentions and exertions. 

Arriving at Graaff Reinet, the General found the state of affairs 
not less distressing,-the Landdrost Bresler was accused by the 
Boors of having instigated the Caffres and Hottentots against the 
Christians, and cause.d the Murder of the families of Scheepers and 
Strydom, but which accusations the General with reason did not 
think entitled to notice, they being of that kind as had almost 
become a privilege at Graaff Rein et to vent against the Landdrosts 
and Magistrates, and the District was also threatened with au 
attack of the Caffres of Ghyka under the direction of a certain 
Coenraad de Buys, who with a number of fugitive Boors had 
placed themselves under his protection. 

The General, always desirous to be on good terms with the 
Great Caffrian Nation, and persuaded that they should be of the 
peaceable sentiments of Government, I again took upon me to go 
to the chief Ghyka in order to accomplish this purpose. Mr. 
Somerville accompanied me, and will best be able to testify how 
far Ghyka was prepossessed against Government by the instigation 
of Coenraad de Buis and his companions who were personally with 
them. 

At my return in the month of November 1799 from Ghyka at 
the place of Johannes van der Walt, the General mentioned to 
me that he was under the necessity to return to the Cape ; but 
that His Excellency wished that I should remain for some time 
in the Country, to carry into execution the plan adopted for the 
tranquillity of the dist1ict. I represented that my affairs and the 
circumstances of my family did not indeed allow me to remain 
in the Country, and that my return was extremely material to 
both, but as the General insisted continually thereon, I thought it 
my duty nut to refuse. 

Conscr1uently I was on our arrival at Graaff Reinet on the 
25 December 1799 appointed Commissary of the Dist1ict, with 
solemn promises that it would only be for a few months, and that 
I should then be at Liberty to return. 
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On the 7th of January 1800 His Excellency departed for tho 
Cape leaving verbal orders arnl instructions to me to follow the 
adopted plan for the reconciliation of the Hottentots and Inhabi­
tants, and above all to entertain a friendly inLercourse with the 
Oaffres, as also in general to do on all occasions as I should judge 
most proper and most suitable for the Interests of Government 
and the District. And on this occasion His Excellency was 
pleased to offer to send immediately after his arrival at tho Cape, 
my Wife and Children to me, to which I replied that as I 
was ouly to remain two or three months at Graaff Reinet it 
was not worth while, aud thanked the General for his kind 
attention. 

As the General was now departed I entered upon my duLy 
cheered with the hope that three or four months would put an end 
to my anxieties, and that I then should be relieved. 

The Hottentots I always endeavoured to engage to take service 
with the Boors, and the latter I persuaded that it was their aud 
their Children's interest to treat the Hottentots with kindness; 
and to impress upon their minds that the idea of extirpating the 
Hottentots, or to make Slaves of them was but a Chimera, that 
Nature had placed these Creatures here, that most of tl,em were 
already robbed of theh1 Land and their Cattle; but that Divine 
l'rovidence which always provides for its Creatures would certainly 
not allow the execution of the horrid enterprizes which many 
among them meditated, auJ a double punishment woulJ attend 
imch crimes. 

I succeeded with many, and many who were prepossessed against, 
me called me their deliverer. l3y such means I engaged of the 
nbovementioned confederacy of 700 Hottentots, a considerable 
immber to enter the service of the Boors, of whom I kept an 
exact, Register, taking down Lhe time and tho terms on which 
1rnch p, Hottentot had entered into the service of such a Boor, 
when the time they were engaged for expired, I ordered that 
overy HoLtentot should apply to me with a Certificate of his 
Mil~icr, which I noted, as also accompanied with a CertificaLe of 
my own, that such a IIoLtentoL again, according to the above 
mentioned regulations was at lilJerty to onter inLo the service of 
unotl1e1•. In casQ a Hottentot had any dispute with his Master 
about the terms they ha<l agreed upon, he could freely have 
recourse tu my Hcgister Buuk, and enquire into the conditions he 
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had ongagod himsolf upon, and this measure served me to keep 
both the Boor and the Hottentot to their mutual engagements, 
and when the Hottentot had served out his time, I took care that 
he always received his Payment. 

Of these transactions, the Register Book deposited at the 
Secretary's Office at Graaff Rei.net will bear witness. 

In the mean time Coenraad de Buis and some Boors who after 
the last disturbances with the Landdrost Bresler had fled to the 
Caffres and put themselves under the protection of Ghyka 
ondo:woured to lay as many snares in my way as possible. At 
this time they had their emissaries among tho Boors to make 
them believe that the Caffres would surprize them on this side 
of the Vi.sch River, another time that Buis himself with Ghyka 
and a considerable number uf his subjects would make an invasion 
among the Christians and murder all those who listened to me, 
and again that he, Buis, would come with the Caffres and destroy 
tho Drostdy of Graaff Reinet. 

However I did not mind these threatenings, and endeavoured 
as much as possible to tranquilize the alarmed people by a 
confident appearance, and by receiving with indifference such 
reports, by which means I happily succeeded so far that those 
Reports missed their intended aim, and produced no confusion. 

In the mean tiffiQ I did not neglect to treat secretly thro' my 
Emissaries with Ghyka and the other Caffre Captains Congo and 
,T alousa; and I succeeded according to my wishes ; I had likewise 
the satisfaction to see lhc means I gradually employed to get 
some of the firearms, wagrrons, &c. which were still in the 
possession of the Hottentots, out of their hands, and to bring 
them back again to the use of their own \Vea pons the Ilow and 
Arrow, crowned with tho best success. 

From time to time it was reported that some single Hottentots 
wandered al>out and committed thefts. I thereupon sent to all 
the different Craals of the Caffres and Hottentots for Information, 
and at tho same time warned them that I should give leave to 
fire upon such Wanderers, and I wrote imleed to tho Ficht 
Commandants and Field Cornets to keep a watchful eye, and 
thaL when they pctccived auy thing of the kind, that each should. 
assemble some of the men of his district to pars1w such wanderers, 
and to sltooL at the same, and to those who lived on the limits, 
l onlcrell them iu the rne:rn time to cause patrol.3 to be ma•1e 
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from time to time by six or eight young men to watch for thei; 
security. 

In the month of April 1800 I was attacked hy a violent fever, 
which brought me to the edge of my grave, and which remained 
upon me till the month of August following. 

How ill and incapable soever I was in the Month of July of 
that Year to undertake a Journey, I notwithstanding on the report 
that Coenraad de Buis would make an attack on the Inhabitants 
of the Tarka, caused myself to be placecl in a waggon an<l 
proceecled to the Tarka, in order to tranquilize the Inhabitants, 
and to convince them by my presence that their apprehensions 
were unfounded. 

On account of my illness Mr. Somerville was adjoined to me as 
Commissary, and who has nearly a whole year served with me rn 
that capacity. 

In the Month of January 1801 I obtained leave to depart for 
Cape Town, ail<l flattered myself with the Hope that I should 
then obtain my discharge. I strongly urged it both with His 
J<:xce1lency Sir George Yonge as Governor, ancl with Ueneral 
Dundas. To the latter I repeated the promi~es given to me, 
and that I ought now to be relieved (as I stylell it) from my 
banishment at Umaff Heinet. Both declared that they were too 
much satisfied with my conduct to allow me to quit, and 
prevailed on mo still to continue for some time until Oovern­
lil'!nt shouhl meet with an opportunity to have me properly 
replaced, which they woul<l. in the mean time oudeavoUl' to 
effect. 

The flattering satisfaction of having tho app1·oval of Covernnll'nt 
an<l the arguments of the Governor arnl the Geneml made me 
resolve still patiently to l.JCar my fate for somo Months lunger. 

I departed from Cape Town, and anived a second time in tho 
Month of March at Uraafl' Reinet, where 1 was informe<l hy 
Mr. ~omenille that he had rec •i\'ed in my absence from the 
Cape a ~fomorial of Complaints, personally delivero<l to ~ir 
( :eurge Yonge by the Field Commandant Heuslmrg, staling that 
they were 110t allowed Lo go on ( lom11uwdos against tit• l lutlentots 
or Caffres and suc:h like; to "hi<"h l\Ir. ~omenille said he ha<l 
already replied by a ~lcmorial of J ustificatiou to Govcrnmcut, and 
i11 which I concurred. 

I lhe11 resumed a~am my oili<.:e as usual, awl Mr. Somerville 
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having obtained leave of absence went to the Cape as I believe in 
the Month of April following. 

In the Month of May, and therefore not long after the tidings 
arrived at Graaff Reinet that Sir George Yonge was called home, 
and that General Dundas in his place had taken the Reins of 
Government, a report was then spread that in the following 
Month of June when the usual Opgaaf of the effects of the 
Inhabitants was to be taken, several Inhabitants would be 
imprisoned and sent to the Cape, and that at this transaction 
Mr. Barrow would assist, who was daily expected in the Country 
for that purpose. 

Being well acquainted with the Credulity of the Peasants, and 
well knowing the intentions wherewith such Reports were circu­
lated among the Ignorant Public, I endeavoured to contradict and 
to make them remark the ridiculousness of the same. I learned 
afterwards that several Inhabitants from Bruinshoogte had quitted 
their Division and assembled in Zwagershoek. 

I thereupon dispatched the former Field Cornet Jan J acobse to 
these persons, to enquire into the reasons thereof, who returned 
two days after with a Letter from the Commandant Rensburg and 
the :Field Cornet Erasmus, saying that the Caffres and Hottentots 
had circulated that they would extirpate the Inhabitants of the 
Bruinshocgte ; that they had not been able to retain the people at 
their places, and thereby had been obliged to follow them. 

I issued immediately a public notice of which I sent a Copy 
with my Official papers to Government, in which I pointed out 
to them the folly of their inconsiderate conduct, and exhorted 
them to return to their places, but instead of this they came 
armed into the neighbourhood of the Drostdy, and on being 
informed of this I gave Van Rensburg, who was the head of the 
Rebels, to understand that he must not undertake to appear with 
this armed Band at the Drostdy, that should they so do I would 
repulse them with violence, and that if he or any of them had 
anything to propose or to petition for, they must appear unarmed 
at the lhostdy, and that in that case I would listen to every one, 
and grant s 1ch redress as their well founded complaints might be 
entitled to. 

Their Grievances consisted chiefly herein, that they wanted 
ammlrnition an<l. leave Lo go on Commandos against the Caffrcs 
an<l. Hottentots. I told them that I had never rcfuse<l. to allow 
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Commandos against such wandering Hottentots and Cnffrcs ne 
came to Rob them or any body else of their Cattle, and tltat I 
had never refused to give tho necessary ammunition for such 
occasions, but that I would never allow them to make wanton 
attacks on the Hottentot and (;affre Kraals, and to expose so 
many Innocent People with their Wives and Children as lived 
therein to destrnction, that I was willing to do Justfro between 
them and their Neighbours, but that, whatsoever tho Consequences 
might be, I would not load my conscience with spilling the 
innocent Blood of these unhappy creatures; that if iho Peasantry 
would unite with me to put into execution the plan of rnconcilia­
tion adopted by General Dundas, I could assure them that eve1y 
thing would take a proper turn, but if on the contrary they again 
took up arms (without any reason) against Government, I would 
not answer for the consequences which their conduct most in­
evitably would bring upon them. 

Several other circumstances took place at that time, which are 
already mentioned in my official report of this event to Govern­
ment, or hereafter will be stated in discussing the different articles 
of accusation which are to follow. 

To avoid therefore all repetitions I shall not mention hero what 
farther happened, as it is to make a ]Jarticular part of this 
Justification. 

In the mean wb1le several Hottentots assembled at the Drostdy, 
some of whom for fear of their Manters had run a,vay, and other~ 
had fled out of the kraals on hearing that the Combiuod Uehcllious 
Boers had said that after they should have subdued the Drostdy 
they wou1d murder all the Hottenlots. This happened mostly in 
the Month of August,, and in September several Hottentots came 
with firearms for tho r.ame reasons to the Drostdy for protedion. 

I looked upon this as a natural consequence of the inconsid0rate 
conduct of the Boors, and prudence induced me not to refuse 
protection to these Creatures lest they might form a Band, and 
commit again tho same depredations as in tho Y oar 1709. I 
conciliated these people as much as I could, assuring them that 
if they committed no excesses, but behaved themselves well, 
Uovernment would cerlainly continue to protect them. I kept 
them at the Drostdy as well as Circumstrmces would all•iw until 
I shoultl sec how this Business woultl end, always c:xpecting that 
Henslmrg all(l his people ngreeaulc to my rrpcakd exhortation~ 
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wottlcl repent and return to their places, when I would again 
11<.loavour to got those Hottentots by the same fair means as 

formerly practised to enter for the second time into the service 
of their Masters. 

It was indeed astonishing in what good subordination those 
Hottentots have been during the time of the (so termed) siege, 
having never committed an act whereby they might have exposed 
themselves to the reproaches of whomsoever. The Officers who 
resided at that time in the Village may be questioned on this 
point, and I am convinced they will give the best accounts 
of them. 

I always bona fide imagined that Hensburg and his followers, 
on revolving the steps they had taken and perceiving how by their 
rash behaviour they had again exposed the whole Country to Huin, 
would repent of their folly, and that tired of the vagabond way of 
Life they so wantonly led, would return to their places and assist 
me in promoting the real happiness of the District, but against my 
expecta,tion and against all probability I found myself deceived, 
and saw on the Contrary that Rensburg a second time intended a 
serious attack on the Drostdy. 

I warned him to be cautious, for that I had armed every one at 
the Drostdy, and that I should repel Violence with Violence, and 
ou the 23rd October he surrounded the Drostdy, threatening that 
if the Hottentots were not delivered up to him he would Destroy 
them there. I was as good as my word. I immediately gave the 
necessary orders to fire upon them, which were duly obeyed, and 
the fire was returned on the side of Rensburg and his party and 
continued the whole of the Day; but they observing that they 
were received with firmness at length retired happily without 
Bloodshed, and without subduing the Drostdy as they had proposed 
to themselves. 

This Circumstance I reported to the General, who appointed 
Major Sherlock as Commissary at Graaff Reinet with me, and 
wrote to mo to act in concert with him. Not long afterwards I 
received a second letter clirncting me to como personally to the 
Cape to confer \\'ith Hie; K·celleucy after 1 should have given lhe 
necessary information to Major Shel'loek. 

}'rom this Letter 1 could not perceive the least dissatisfactic,n of 
C:o,·erument acrain t me, but not long after the arrival of Major 
~herlock I obs •n·cd that something re:-1pedi11g me was on the 
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anvil. Receiving a positive order to Repair to the Cape deprived 
of every assistance I began my cheerless journey to the Cape with 
my Wife and Children (who on account of my too long stay at 
Graaff Reinet had followed me thither) and continued in it for 
30 Days. When I arrived at this place I was looked at with 
astonishment for it was rumoured that I had fled. I learned 
afterwards that a String of complaints of Treason, Theft, Murder, 
&c., had been preferred against me, and that I was the cause of 
the Murders committed in the Country, it was also notified to mo 
that the General would not see me, that His Excellency would 
appoint a Commission to enquire into my conduct, and that I 
should be suspended from my Public Offices. 

This Suspension did not follow, but I was on the informed 
that the Court of Justice had received a Letter from the General 
as follows :-

CAPE TowN, 6th JanuanJ 1802. 

Srn,-1 am to acquaint you that it being my intention to 
institute an enquiry into the particulars of such transactions as 
have recently taken place in the District of Graaff Reinet while 
under the Administration of Mr. Maynier a Member of the Court 
of Justice, as well with a view to ascertain the· grounds of certain 
complaints preferred against him by the Inhabitants of the said 
district in his conduct as Commissioner, having the Superin­
tendancy of the Public Affairs therein, as in enabling Mr. l\faynier 
himself to justify himself, it will be necessary that Mr. Maynier 
be not permitted to take his seat as a Member of the Court of 
Justice, until such time as the investigation proposed has taken 
place, and the reports prejudicial to his Character entirely re­
moved. I am, &c. 

(Signed) 
To 0. G. DE "\VET, EsQRE., 

l)rcsident of the Uourt of Justice. 

F. DUNDAS. 

And I have since been informed to my utter astoni!--hment, and 
have found it (however improbable it appears to me) by reports 
I cannot disbelieve, that not long after my departure l\fr. Bresler, 
having been ordered so to do, bad by a Proclamation, and by 
ringing the Bell, invited all the Inhabitants who had any com­
plaints against me to bring the same before a Commission of 

 

 



Records of the Cape Colony. 301 

Heemraden appointed for that purpose, which actually met, the 
result of the said meetings however remains still unknown 
to me. 

On the 5th of .February I received from Mr. Dozy as Secretary 
of a Commission appointed with regard to me, the following 
Letter:-

CAPE 01!' Goon HOPE, 5th February 1802. 

Sm,-I have the honor herewith to enclose by order of the 
Commission appointed by His Honor the Governor for the in­
vestigation of the complaints preferred against you, a Translated 
Copy of the principal points of accusation, in order to enaule you, 
as soon as the Commission shall have gone through the examina­
tion of the evidence to state what you shall think proper in your 
defence. I have, &c. 

(Signed) R. DozY, 
Secretary to the Commission. 

To H. C. D. MAYNIER, ESQRE. 

To the said Letter were added the Articles of accusation. 
In the first instance I imagined that the Commission which was 

appointed for the enquiry would not close the examination of the 
Witnesses and have their Evidences sworn to before I should have 
been acquainted witn their depositions, and allowed to propose 
some regular Questions to the Witnesses myself before the Com­
mission, but learning that the Witnesses were examined, and their 
evidences being sworn to, and the persons being allowed to return 
home, I thought it my Duty (without meddling with the mode of 
the enquiry) not to remain silent, as now incumbent on me in this 
Stage to refute as far as possible these Articles of Accusation. 

To the Articles of Accusation I have judged it proper for the 
Reasons alledged in the Preamble of this Defence, not to touch 
upon, before stating in distinct terms some circumstances the 
impartial Judge ought to be acquainted with before he shall 
pronounce Judgment on this my Apology. 

The Circumstances which I have before described aro either 
Generally known, or there are Per.sons who having been Actors in 
them are sufficiently acquaiuted and may be Witnesses to refer to, 
and to thom I confillently appeal for the Truth, satisfied in my 
own mind that I can establish with adequate proofs what I have 
above stated, whenever I shall be called upon. 
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The particular Accusations at present preferred against me are 
Seven, of which the First is 

"Delaying to acquaint Government of the tltrbulent State of the 
Country, and withholdihg information of a most daring and 
outrageous attack upon the Scat of the Goverhment in the District 
of Graaff Reyhet by the Rebel Boors, which information was at 
length communicated without his knowledge by the British Officers 
on the Station, thus exposing the Country to Ruin, and the Garrison 
there to destruction, Major Sherlock on his arrival having found 
the Troops to have been l!'our days without Bi'ead." 

2nd. " Peculations in various instances, but principally in 
obtaining Cattle from the Caffres and Hottentots for Beads and 
other trifling articles inadequate to their value, and selling the 
same to the Commissary for the Troops. Ih selling Cattle as his 
own property to the Commissary at the exorbitant rate of 18 Rds. 
each, some of which were afterwards claimed by Hottentots, for 
one of these Cattle however it would appear he gave the Owner 
Ten Rixdollars after having received 18 for the same from the 
Commissary. Of retaining money without the approbation or 
knowledge of Government, that had been levied by the Landdrost 
and Heemraden in the District from the Inhabitants as an Assess­
ment for the repairs of the Streets of the Capital, and committed 
by them to his care for the purpose of paying it over to the 
Burgher Senate." 

3rd. "Abusing the Confidence placed in him hy Government, not 
only in withholding information and suppr ssing the Truth with 
respect to the real State of the Country, but in privately sending 
Emissaries among tho Hottentots to dissuade them from entering 
into the British Service, and also insinrn.tihg to tho Lamhlrost that 
he ought to be cautious how he resumed his functions from tho 
Instructions of :Major Sherlock, thereby endeavouring to create 
distrust of the British Government in thnt Magistrate, and also 
among tho Hottentots who had fled to tho Drostdy for Pro­
tection." 

4th. "Exercising various acls of oppression against tho Inhabi­
tants of tho District, as for instance levying a Monthly (fame Tax 
of his own framing, suhsec1uonL to the Proclamation annulling tlw 
Game Laws intro<lucod into the Colony l1y Rir George Yonge. 
Preventing them from Laking any ;;tops to recover their Cattle 
1hat had hccn carried off hy l'lundering Parlius of Hottentots aud 
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Caffrcs, but rather seeming to encourage those Savages to bring 
Cattle to the DrosLdy ; likewise to.king from the Boors, and 
appropriating to his own use, various arlicles, and refusing to pay 
for the same." 

5th. "Entering into an improper negotiation or negotiations 
with tho Boors, the particulars of which were not communicated 
to Government, and afterwards breaking faith with the said Roors, 
in refusing to perform the engagomcnts and promises solemnly 
made to them by Him, on the part of His Majesty's Govern­
ment." 

6th. " Being Guilty of Injl:stice and Cruelty in the following 
Instances : The Murder of N aude a respectable Inhabitant of the 
district by the Savages through his means, as stated to have been 
asserted by his Son-in-Law Ooetzee, and afterwards by the 
Deposition of J>iet a Hottentot Captain transmitted by Major 
Sherlock. Likewise in delivering into the hands of the Boors a 
number of Hottentots who had fled to him for protection, fifteen 
of whom are said to have been immediately Murdered by the 
foremontioned Boors." 

7th. "Having refused to bring to Justice certain Hottentots who 
were committed to Custody at the l>rostdy of Graaff Reinet accused 
of Murder, on the contrary permitting them with impunity to 
escape, or liberatiu0 them from Prison, thereby violating every 
principle of Justice, and preventing the trial and punishment of 
these Criminals." 

These being the principal Charges preferred against me, I shall 
divide every Article into so many parts as the same contains 
separate Accusations, and endeavour Lo place my defence as Briefly 
as possible in the Margin. 

Article 1 says "That I have delayed to acquaint Government 
with the turbulent and :obellious state of the Country." 

To this I am in General terms Lo remark that the District of 
Graaff Hoinot since the last Eight Years never has been in a state 
of perfect tranquillity, that the situation of the same has (as evory 
one knows) never boon hut a Succession of Rebellions arnl Dis­
turbances which one time have mado more noise than another, 
according to the more or less influonce of the false report::i which 
were spread, and tho means ma.do use of to excite them. 

Hut as far as this part of the accusation may allude, aml 
attaches to the particular o, ont.' at Graaff Hciuct which happeuod 

 

 



304 Records of the Cape Colony. 

in the month of July 1801, when a number of Boors were 
assembled at the Tarka, and afterwards came up armed to the 
Drostdy, my Letters and Reports which I immediately dispatched 
by an Express to Government in the month of July will afford 
the best testimony that I have not delayed to ac']_uaint Govern­
ment. This Express was immediately dispatched after the event 
took place, and the consequence thereof was the speedy arrival at 
the Drostdy of Graaff Reinet of the General's Aid de Camp Mr. 
Smyth, as early as in the beginning of August, he being on the 
Receipt of my Reports expressly sent to make enquiry into the 
Circumstances, and to confer with me on the means to be adopted 
for the Public Service. 

It is true that after my return from the Cape, and after the 
tidings of Sir George Yonge's departure had reached that part of 
the Colony (I believe in the middle of May) reports were spread 
that at the next Opgaaf which was to take place in the middle of 
the Month of June, the Inhabitants would be imprisoned and sent 
away, for which purpose Mr. Barrow was expected at Graaff 
Reinet; it is true, I say, that I did certainly not acquaint 
Government with these previous Reports and Alarms. That I 
did not do it was not because I thought it unnecessary, but 
inexpedient, for whoever is acquainted with the Circumstances of 
Graaff Reinet would certainly not require this attention on all 
such like occasions from me, indeed should I have communicated 
all the reports which were at one time at this part, then in another 
part of the District in circulation, I should have been obliged to 
have had Messengers perpetually on the Road; and Government 
would have been every moment unnecessarily alarmed. 

At one time Reports were spread that French :Frigates were 
arrived at the I3icha, which on enquiry were found to be false, 
another time that the Caffres advanced to invade the Country, 
again that Coenraad de Buis was coming forward with a number 
of Caffres to punish the peaceable Inhabitants for their Obedience 
to Government, and several others, which made generally such 
impressions on the weak minds of the Inhabitants that movements 
almost always ensued. Ought I to have given always immediate 
jnformation to Government of such Reports and Commotions when 
I found means to arrange Lhesc disturbanees quioLly ? 

As soon as I had appeased the same I regularly communicated 
it to Government, and so Circumstantially that I thought I made 
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myself ridiculous by the prolixity of my details, however I never 
did so till after I had succeeded by a steady and tranquil 
appearance in convincing the Boors of their folly and credulity. 

At least four times in the course of Two Years that I held the 
Office as Commissary at Graaff Reinet, I thought it expedient to 
proceed with the greatest speed to Bruinshoogte and Tarka, to show 
the Boors by my presence that I despised all the Reports of the 
arrival of the Caffres, or Buis with his associates, and that the same 
were false, and to encourage them not to give any Credit to such 
xeports. 

It once happened at a moment when I was extremely ill, that I 
caused myself when half dead to be carried in a W aggon, and 
performed the views of my Journey with success, and I have 
always (I must again repeat) experienced that in assuming a calm 
appearance with fearless conduct whatever might happen, I adopted 
the best means to restore tranquillity. 

This was also the Principle whereon I acted in the present case, 
a, Principle founded on the Circumstances of the Colony, a Principle 
which I am certain the General himself will approve of on re­
collecting the events which happened at the time of his Residence 
at Graaff Reinet, and on recalling to his mind the extraordinary 
notions and ideas of the Ignorant and Stupid Boors, and will I 
flatter myself acknowledge it to be a just and necesslll'y one to 
prevent those continual commotions to which a Country where 
such inconceivable Credulity as prevails among the Peasantry will 
be eYer liable. 

This having been my uniform conduct cannot at this moment 
even be deserving of Blame, much less should it become a serious 
point of accusation, especially not, as I afterwards received a letter 
from the General, wherein His Excellency completely approved of 
my behaviour, adding th'.l.t I had done very well not to alarm the 
Capital. 

I have equally acted Bona fide with Mr. Smyth the Aid de Camp. 
I disclosed every thing to him during his stay at Graaff Reinet. 
He assisted at the Opgaaf, and heard the exhortations I made to 
the Boors i fter what had passed in the Month of July. I took 
him to the Barracks and other places where any works had been 
done, all which he approved, and some alterations which he 
proposed I caused afterwards to be mac1e, as finding them proper 
and useful. It is true Mr. Smyth the Aid de Camp asked me 
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whether I wanted Troops; and I answered that in my opinion no 
Troops ought to be sent. This my Opinion was founded upon the 
Circumstances of the District, and on many other reasons I thrn 
alledged to him. The State of the Colony was such that a general 
scarcity of Bread prevailed there, as well as at the Cape and 
through the whole Country, and consequently it appeared to me 
that Troops ought not to be sent but on the most urgent necessity, 
and no other means of preserving quiet remained. 

The marching of Troops, besides the enormous expence to 
Government bas been always found greatly burdensome to the 
Inhabitants, and attended with serious and unavoidable incon­
veniences, and which mostly fall on the better Class of People, on 
such of the Boors as fulfil their duties and pay the strictest 
obedience to the Laws. It was ever my opinion to Levy a Corps 
of Hottentots, which might be disciplined with little expence at } 
the Drostdy, and which would be sufficient to protect the most 
remote places of the Inhabitants against the attacks of the vaga­
bond Caffres or Hottentots, who have always been and ever will 
be wandering thereabout, and by those means to maintain the 
Peasantry in .Peace and Security. 

Experience bas confirmed and every day tells me the use which 
the Boors draw from their Hottentots in all their Commandos, of 
which not a single one is performed without a good number of 
these faithful Hottentots, and who always act the main part in 
such Commandos, and in the whole Division of Sneeuwberg the 
Cattle of the Peasantry is still effectually protected by such faithful 
Hottentots a!rninst the Bosjesmen. 

On all these points Mr. Smyth perfectly agreed with me; and if 
contrary to my hopes I should not succeed in bringing the l~oors 
liy my exhortations to reason, and that they should attempt another 
attack on the Drostdy, I thought myself able to repel them with 
the force I bad, and the result had shown that I was not mistaken. 
And Mr. Smyth who has had the opportunity of obtaining other 
information hesidos mine, from the Landdrost, from :Mr. Van der 
Kemp, and other capable persons, departed fully convinced (as he 
<leclared to me) that my opinions were well founded, and that he 
concurred in them; can I then ho consi1lored as l>lamoablc in thof;e 
rcspeeis? Have I been mistaken ? lf I have erred, it Jrn.s been 
JJona fide with the purest intentions, but I am still at 1.ltis moment 
firmly persuaded thnt I haYe liy no menu~ lieon mi~aken. 
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The said Article says further 
" In withholding information of a most daring and outrageous 

attack upon the seat of Government in the District of Graaff Reinet 
by the Hebel Boors, which information was at length communicated 
without his knowledge by the British Officers on the Station, thus 
exposing the Country to ruin and the Ga1Tison there to 
destruction.'' 

By this certainly is meant the event of the 23rd of October 1801 
when the Hebel Boors attacked the Drostdy and were completely 
repulsed, Since the event which happened in the Month of July 
when the Boors had committed an open act of Rebellion, it is true 
many reports were continually circulating. The Hottentots fled to 
the Drostdy for protection declaring that their Masters had said 
that they would now destroy all the Hottentots. These people I 
appeased, and took care that they should not quit the Drostdy, lest 
they might again oin with others to revenge themselves in their 
turn on the Boors, they remained and behaved well. 

Heports wero constantly flying that the assembled Boors would 
attack the Drostdy, according to some at the latter end of September, 
and according to others in the beginning of October. These reports 
were mostly communicated to me by Hottentots. I kept the 
Drostdy in a state of defence, but I always found when the expected 
moment was expire , that 1,hese reports were inaccurate, and as 
usual not to be relied on. 

I had Letters ready the 24th of September both for His Excel­
lency the General and the Fiscal giving them a Circumstantial 
detail of what passed, but being informed that they wanted to 
intercept my Letter, I waited for a safe opportunity; however 
after the event of the 23rd of Octouer, I closed my Letters and sent 
the same by Algoa Bay to Town. It is true the Officers had written 
in the Interim by the Old Ileemraad Cornelis Olivier, but this was 
done without my knowledge and the opportunity concealed from 
rne. If the said Olivier had not scandalously misled me, and had 
not kept his departure to the Cape a Secret from me (as I only 
waited for a safe opportunity) I should as well as the British 
omcers ha e written to Government by the same conveyance, but 
Ofoier only infonne1l me that he was come from the Cape with a 
view to transfer his Callle from the Niewe Veld to his place in the 
Camdeuo and leave them there to the care of his Children without 
liumj, er mentioning the time when he inten(led to proceed thither, 
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nor when he should return to the Cape, and therefore I could not 
avail myself of this opportunity; after the first time the said 
Olivier had spoken to me, he never called again notwithstanding 
he remained for some time in the Village, and to my great 
astonishment some days after his departure I was informe<l )Jy 

Lieut. Lindon in confidence that Olivier had directly proceeded 
from the Villarre to the Cape and had taken Letters of Lieut, . 
Blaney & Stewart with him. 

I was too well acquainted with the Characters and the Courage 
of that Class of Rebel Boors who at times disturbed the Drostdy, 
and I knew perfectly well and was fully convinced that I did not 
by this my conduct expose the Country to Ruin, and the Garrison to 
destruction, this woulJ have been inexcusable: and indeeu the 
contrary has been sufficiently well proved by the Issue ; whatever 
fears others at the Drostdy might have entertained, I myself was 
very sure that the attack of these Rebel Boors would have no 
effect, and therefore not expose the Country to ruin and the 
Garrison to destruction. My own Family was at the Drostdy and 
consequently involved in the same danger. Thus whatever ill 
consequences may be imputed to my conduct, this circumstance 
will in the eyes of every dispassionate Judge so far plead for the 
sincerity of my opinion of what was necessary to the preservation 
of the Garrison, for as my own safety and that of my wife and 
Children depended on that of the Garrison, it cannot be supposed 
that I would rashly expose thnn to destruction. 

God be thanked, I have preserved the Drostdy by my firmness, 
and no mishaps have ensued, but had the reverse been the 
case, as every event at Graaff lteinet is juuged only by its con­
sequences, the whole would have been attributed to nobody else 
lmt to me l 

Further says the said Article: "Major Sherlock on his arrival 
having found the Troops four Days without Bread." 

If the Officers on my repeated proposals had given to the Soldiers 
less Bread and more meat, then not only four Days consumption 
would have been saved, but probably the supply would have been 
suffwient till the new harvest. If l am not mistaken J\ir. Brc ·lcr 
was already busy in cuUing the new Corn before Major Sherlock's 
arrival, or at least very soon after. 

The Hecond Article of Accrn,ation mentions: A. "Pecul:ttiomi 
in various Instances, but priueipally in obtaining Cattle from the 
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Caffres and Hottentots for Beads & some other trifling Articles 
inadequate to their value, and selling the same to the Commissary 
for the Supply of the Troops." 

This Article speaks in very general terms. Peculations in 
variav,S instances, these iustances it would have been just to point 
out to me specifically, but this article enumerates as the principal 
ono the obtaining of Cattle from Caffres and Hottentots &c. &c. 

The Article however yet remains general and I might justly ask 
who, and where are those Hottentots of whom I obtained Cattle 
for Beads and other trifles, whereby I have thus committed 
Peculations. 

I can however very positively affirm that I never bartered for 
Cattle with any Oajfrc or Hottentot for Beads or other things. 
If there is anything existing which has given rise to this so 
malignant accusation it must be the perversion of the following 
fact. 

A Certain Captain Hottentot named Benedictus or Ruiter 
Bcesje had sold to me a young Ox, yet unaccustomed to the 
Yoke, for 13 Rixdollars. Some days after he had sold the Ox 
to me, he came to my house in the character of an Interpreter 
to a certain Gonha Hottentot Vadock with whom he had come 
from the Craal of he Caffre Captain Congo to ask me to give a 
few Beads to this person, to which I answered that I was not in 
the habit of giving presents to the Caffres on their arrival, but 
at their departure. He replied that Vadock knew this very well, 
but he wished only to have a few, to get the same filed during his 
stay in Graaff Reinet, and Ruiter further ailded: "Sir, pray give 
him only a few, for you know, Sir, what troublesome fellows these 
are," and being very busy at that moment I requested Mrs. 
Maynier to let him have some ; not long before my departure one 
of my Hottentots called Bootsman came to me and related to me 
t1'at the said Vadock complained that Ruiter had cheated him of 
his ox, and ha<l given him those Beads in payment. As soon as 
I was informed of it, I sent for Huyter, and asked him in the 
presence of Captain Moore, Messrs. Van der Kemp and Read, as 
also the Hottentot Bootsman and the CaJfres: ·whose ox have 
you sold to me? .For how much? Whether he had received the 
money, and whether I had given Beacls to him to pay for the 
same? WhereuJ_Jon he replied that the Ox was his own, that he 
had sold the same for 13 Hixdollars, and had recciYed the money, 
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denying further to have received Beads from me in payment for 
the Ox. This being translated to the Caffres, and it being evident 
that Ruiter had dec:eived them, I promised to indemnify them, and 
tbis would have Leen immediately done had not the Uompany 
waited for me to sit down to Dinner. Of this these Gentlemen 
can bear testimony. This happened at the time that Major 
8herlock was at the Drostdy. Major Sherlock being informe<l. 
of this occurrence sent for the Caffres, and the following day 
mentioned to me that I had obtained the Ox from the Caffres for 
Beads and that he would immediately write to the Cn.pe con­
cerning it. I replied to him that this was not the case, and that 
if he would examine the Caffres with the Hottentots and Witnesses 
who bad been present, he would then get at the truth of the 
Business. 

Major Sherlock having answered me in a manner so ungracious, 
I told him that I should not now take any further steps in this 
affair with him but that I should tako an early opportunity of 
Testifying myself to Government. 

Whether the aboYe mentioned Gentlemen who were present at 
the transactions baYe been examined or not I don't know ; lmt I 
am certain that they can say nothing contrary to my statement. 
Howe,er I am reat.ly and foel confitlenL (tlmt if lhe Raicl \\'itnes~es 
were hear<l. in my presence) lo prorn that the case has truly 
happened so, and not othcrwi;;e than ns I have slated. Uuiler 
and Bootsman are, as I am informed, come to Town with the 
Pan<l.ours, and may Le immecliately, either in my 1ircsence or 
absence, Examined on the subject. 

The said 2nd Article also s:iys " In ;;elling Cattle as his own 
properly to the Commissary at the exoruilant mte of 18 ltixdollars 
each, some of which were afterwards claimed hy Hottentots." 

This vague assertion must have originated from what happened 
a short time before I left Uraaff ltl'i1wt and at the lime when I 
had already received the order to come to Town. Before that 
time I have never sold auy Cattle to the CnnuuisRary. 

The Cattle however ·which I sold at the time of my departure 
was my own property, and it was at the repeatrnl request uf llw 
Commissary that 1 parted with them. They were of the best of 
my draught oxen, for which I had paitl from 15, 18 to 20 Hix­
dollars each: if 1 ha<l brought lliem tu Town, 1 should have got 
from 25 to 30 Rixdollar:-; eaeh for them. ln tmY(•lling hither, 
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finding myself in want, I bought 17 head of Cattle of a much 
inferior quality and unaccustomed to the Yoke, for which I paid 
18 to 20 Rix:dollars each, of which the Receipts are still in my 
possession. 

The Commissary Mr. Adriaansen himself remarked that the 
Oxen which I had sold to him for 18 Rixdollars each, considering 
they were draught Oxen were worth much more than the other 
Cattle purchased from me for 11 and 10 Rixdollars each, tho' 
among them were some of my best Milk Cows with Calves. 

Concerning the claims of the Hottentots I have only to remark, 
it is very surprising that my accusers did not endeavour to verify 
the claims of such Hottentots, who were all at the Drostdy during 
my stay at Graaff Reinet, when I was already dismissed and 
openly treated with contempt, and when they saw that the 
greatest pleasure they could do to my Enemies was to prefer 
accusations against me, and to treat me with indignity. They 
were therefore under no restraint from the fear of offending me. 
No person whatever addressed a word to me of such claims ; and 
judging from appearances and from the tokens of affection which 
the Hottentots shewed to me at my departure from Graaff Reinet, 
and which Messrs. Bresler and Van der Kemp witnessed, I myself 
confess I cannot help doubting the truth of this assertion that the 
Hottentots had set up any such Claims. However I am ready to 
make affidavit that to my knowledge there were no Cattle among 
those I sold, to which any Hottentots could lay any claims. 

The said Article further sets forth : 0. "For one of these Cattle 
however it would appear he gave the owner 10 Ri.,::dollars after 
having Received 18 for the same from the Commissary." 

To the Commissary I have as above stated never sold any 
Cattle, except just before my departure, and I don't recollect that 
I had within any short time previous to the disposal of my afore­
faid Cattle to the Commissary bought any Cattle from Hottentots 
or any body else. 

It is possible that after receiving the money from the Com 
missary I have paid for an Ox the ovmer of which had not yet 
been paiJ, but in that case it is necessary to ern1uire whether this 
had been a common head of Cattle for Slaunhter, or Young Ox, or 
a Draught Ox accustomed to the Yoke; of the latter descriptioll, 
for those alone I received 18 Hixdollars each from the Commissary, 
for the remainder I was paid only at the rate of 10 or 11 Rix-
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dollars each. It is well known that the Hottentots have no Oxen 
accustomed to the Yoke, it is therefore most probable that the 
Ox alluded to was one for slaughter, which commonly are paid at 
the rate of 8 and 10 Rixdollars per head. 

Before the so termed Siege of the Drostdy I never bought a 
single head of Cattle from any Bottentot, and this I challenge any 
body to disprove, but after, or during the Siege, I was ilnder the 
necessity of so doing; tho' many Hottentots were at that time 
with their Cattle at the Drostdy, yet I directed the Landdrost 
Bresler to write to the Veld Cornets and Commandants to provide 
me with Cattle, for the people employed in the defence of the 
Drostdy. The Landdrost himself is in Town, and can witness 
what little effect these applications produced, and I was there­
fore compelled to buy Cattle from the Hottentots at the Drostdy, 
for which I am fully pursuaded I always paid very dear and 
above their real value. Let the Hottentots themselves be asked, 
and I am sure they will acknowledge that they were fully satisfied 
on all occasions. 

The second accusation concluded with the following paragraph : 
D. "Of retaining Money without the approbation or knowledge 
of Government, that had been Levied by the Landdrost and 
Hecrnraden in the District from the Inhabitants as an Assess­
ment for the repairs of the ~treets of the Uapital, and committed 
uy them to his care for the purpose of paying it over to the 
Burgher Senate." 

I <lo confess that on settling accounts with the Landdrost (and 
not with tho Landdrost and Heemraden) I received a Sum of 
lMs. 2,:Hl---4 for the purpose of transmitting the same to tho 
Burgher Senate, for which I have given a due Receipt, but tho 
Lan<ltlrost must very well recollect that on accepting the Com­
mission, I then told him I would on my arrival at Cape Town 
en<leavour to prevail on Rir George Yonge not, only to relieve the 
district of Graaff Reinet in future from this Tax on account of its 
particular <lislresRes, hut if possihle to remit the above sum to its 
Treasury to cnal1le them to meet the extraordinary expenCt\S 
which Graafl' Heinet was to bear above all other districts, as 
also to excuse lhe same from the obligation of paying some 
absurd claims to the Districts of Stellenbosch & Zwelleudam. 

l actually did the last time I was at the Cape apply to Rir 
George Yonge for the;1e i ud ul;;en<:i •s, and after His I<> cell •ury 
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had examined with me both the Cash Account and the Catalo"ue 
0 

of the Opgaaf from point to point, and after I had shewn to His 
Excellency he promised me to take these points into consideration 
and that he would acquaint me with bis determination. I then 
resolved not to pay this money to the Burgher Senate, as I 
conceived that should I obtain the favourable decision of the 
Governor, it might if paid to the Burgher Senate be attended 
with much inconvenience to that Body to refund it. 

But on receiving orders suddenly to return to Graaff Reinet, 
I thought it most advisable to place the above mentioned sum 
under the Custody of an accredited person, and my mind naturally 
turned to Mr. Johannes Andreas Truter Sequesterer and Secretary 
of the Court of Justice as the most proper person for such a trust. 
The money is still in hi.s possession, and he can best testify the 
truth of this transaction. 

That I have never made a secret of such money being in my 
hands Mr. Van Ryneveld the Fiscal can witness, for I have not 
only mentioned it to him, but also acquainted him with my 
intentions respecting it, as well as what His Excellency the 
Governor had said to me in answer to my applications. Besides 
at my return I told the Landdrost Bresler that from what the 
Governor had said to me, it might reasonably be hoped that 
the district wQU}d be freed from this Tax, and the amount of 
it be brought to the increase of the Treasury and that I had 
therefore provisionally not delivered the money to the Burgher 
Senate. 

]from a Statement of the Cash account which the Landdrost 
had given me for my information, it is evident that the above 
mentioned amount for the Assessments of the Streets has not 
been considered as settled ; but has been really charged to my 
account, and to the Credit of the Cash as being under my 
Custody, which will appear from the document L" B in the 
Original hereunto annexed. 

The designation which has been given to this, in the accusations 
arrainst me, is cerlainly not very gracious, and how it is possible 
" that could have committed Peculation in this case, under my 

circumstances I confidently submit to the Judgment of the 
Header, convinced that no reflecting and candid mind will 
admit for an instant that a man, who in a hopeless moment 
was placed at the head of the districts of Graaff Reinet and 
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Zwellendam, who against all expectation succeeded two Years 
in his Administration to the satisfaction of Government, as will 
appear from the Letters he received until the last moment of his 
dPparture, that such a man should be possessed of so little honesty 
as to Steal, and to appropriate as his own prO'perty, Monies for 
which he has given an O.ffecial Receipt, and for which he stands 
charged in the P1iblic Accoiints of the districts over which he 
presided. A Circumstance which sooner or later could not 
possibly escape detection. 

The accusations further run as follows: 3dly A "Abusing the 
confidence placed in him by Government, not only in withholding 
information and suppressin~ the truth with respect to the real 
state of the Country, but in privately sending emissaries among 
the Hottentots to dissuade them from entering into the British 
Service." 

Several accusations appear to have been incorporated here 
together. 

Concerning the withholding of information, I have already 
declared myself explicitly enough in tlie 1st Charge, and it 
would be too heavy a Tax on the attention of the Reader to 
enter again into unnecessary repetitions. The words of Sup­
pressing the Truth I confess not to understand, and appear only 
to be inserted here en passant. 

But the sending of Private emissaries among the Hottentots is 
a positive accusation, and as such I might content myself with 
a denial equally positive and <lemand the I>roofs. However I 
will not admit alLho superfluous to state, that on having been 
informe<l that reports were spread that I ha<l dissuaded the 
Hottentots from entering into the British Service, I caused the 
Hottentots to be assembled in the Street, and ranged the same 
in such a circle that every one of them might distinctly hear me, 
and in the presence of Major Sherlock and the Officers, the 
Land<lrost, the Secretary, and Messrs. Van <ler Kemp and Head, 
I gave them all to unclerstan<l that I ha<l been discharged from 
my Office as Commissaiy, and that they nee<l not be afraid, but 
declare frankly an<l without reserve, whether I or any body sent 
by me hau advised them not to take service with the English, 
to which every one answered No, and the enlisting proceeded 
without difficulty or objection. If therefore this accusation had 
the least foundation how easy would it have 1.Jeen to those who 
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havo taken such part, to convict me; and if such conviction did 
not take place it certainly was not from any regard for me, for 
no regard at this lime was shewn to me. 

After the Enlisting of the Hottentots was completed, Lieut. 
John Campbell came to me and declared that he was very sorry 
to have for a moment suspected that I had dissuaded the 
IIottontots from entering into the English Service. That after 
he had heard me publicly and in the hearing of the whole 
district Question the Hottentots, he could not entertain such 
suspicions any longer, and that he therefore had expressly called 
upon me to unburthen his conscience in this respect, and to 
declare that I had acted like an honest man. On asking him 
from whence this false report had proceeded, he replied that 
Lieut. Lyndon had circulated the same, and that the Hottentots 
who had told it to him were now not to be found. Capt. Moore 
is acquainted with this circumstance, and may therefore be heard 
upon it. 

The same 3rd Article concludes with the following Paragraph: 
B "And also insinuating to the Landdrost that he ought to be 
cautious how he resumed his functions from the instructions of 
1\fajor Sherlock, thereby endeavouring to create distrust of the 
British Government in that Magistrate, and also among the 
Hottentots whQ. fled to the Drost<ly for Protection." 

My Enemies have been then very active in collecting all kind 
of accusations against me. I hope that they have acte l so from a 
si,iccrr. zeal for the service, and that no other motives may have 
incited them. However that, may be my wicked deeds there are 
principally committed in the last days of my residence at Graaff 
Heinet. In that time have I changed so much, in that time have 
l become so unfaithful, so unworthy a Servant of Government? 
But to the purpose. 

This Article seems to me to he of such nature as calculated 
rather to increase the nmncrical than substantial accusations 
against me. 

The Lan<ldrost is at the Cape, let him he examined on the 
subject, and let him state the particulars and means by which 
L creitetl this distrnst. I can confidently assert that I never 
conversed ·with the Landclrost Ures1cr upon the subject, and that 
1 did not kuow what the Instructions to Major Sherlock contained, 
nor e, en tha.t he had Instructions, and in regard to my having 
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inspired the Hottentots with distrust against Government, I 
believe there are Thousands of Proofs to the Contrary, this there­
fore remains an Enigma to me. I earnestly desire to see the 
particulars respecting this charge. In the mean while I trust 
that Captain Campbell on being examined will not deny that on 
his arrival at Graaff Reinet he communicated to me his fear that 
perhaps the Hottentots who were at the Drostdy would refuse to 
take service, to which I replied that he ought to leave me alone 
to manage this matter, that the Hottentots had some confidence in 
me, and that I would answer for it that they would take service. 
The result has verified my assertion, by those Hottentots having 
really taken service, which would certainly not have happened if 
I had inspired them with distrust against Government. 

The 4th Article runs as follows : A.. " Exercising various acts 
of Oppression against the Inhabitants of the district, as for 
Instance levying a Monthly Game Tax of his own framing 
subsequent to the Proclamation annulling the Game Laws 
introduced into the Colony by Sir George Yonge." 

A.fter the Proclamation by which the Game Laws in this 
Government were annulled, I never made any Scheme or put 
any regulations into practice. That Proclamation was published 
at the Cape the 30th A.pril 1801, and was received by me in the 
middle of the disturbances at Graaff Reiuet, it was therefore not 
possible for me to make at that time any alterations in the 
custom which till that time had taken place. With regard to 
this Tax (here termed a Tax) and framing of a Scheme respectiug 
Hunting in General, the case is this: When the I>rocla.mation 
concerning the Game Laws was received at Graafl'-Reinet, 
Mr. Somerville and myself both conceived that the said I>ro­
clamation was not to be literally put into execution at Graaff 
Reinet, we therefore made a Scheme to modify the same, in order 
to preserve the Game from inconsiderate destruction ; and on the 
other hand not to deprive tho Boor of tho Liberty he had always 
enjoyed to shoot thro' tbe whole Year so much Game as he 
necessarily wanted for family use, and for this Licence he paid 
two skillings. This Scheme was published and acted upon and 
nobody complained of it. 

We sent the said plan (which was translated by Mr. Somerville 
into English) to Sir George Yonge, at the same time acquainting 
His Excellcucy that we had lhus presumed to modify his pro-
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clamation respecting the Game Laws and submitted the same to 
his approval, to which no disapprobation was ever signified by 
Sir Georcre Yonge. 

The Licences have been Regist'red by the Secretary of Graaff 
Reinet in the Public Records, and that Gentleman being at the 
Cape, will best be able to declare whether I have ever received 
any thing from the said two skillings. 

B. " Preventing the Inhabitants from taking any steps to 
recover their Cattle that had been carried off by Plundering 
Hottentots and Caffres, but rather seeming to encourage those 
Savages to bring Cattle to the Drostdy." 

That I have prevented them from taking any Steps, it must 
either have been verbally or in writing. Let those who have 
received such refusals from me bring them forward. I am 
convinced that neither the one nor the other can be done. It is 
true I always prevented the Boors from such expeditions or 
Commandos, where the Murdering of Innocent Hottentots and 
Caffres in their Craals with their Wives & Children were likely 
to be the consequence, but I have always recommended and 
encouraged them to fire upon the Vagabond Hottentots, and aiso 
I have always assisted the Peasantry, and both Verbally and in 
·writing authorized them, and by all possible means encouraged 
them to pursu~ with all possible speed and attention, the traces 
of those whoever they might be that disturbed them and stole 
their Cattle, and to fire upon them. I defy any person whom­
soever to prove that on occasions where Cattle have been thus 
retaken and the Robbers shot, the people so concerned have ever 
met with molestation from me. 

Whenever I have sent any Pandours to the Inhabitants to 
protect them, they have always been ordered by me, in case 
during their Stay with the Boors that any Thefts should be 
committed they were to endeavour to discover the Cattle, and 
to take the Hobbers l)risoners, or to fire upon them, and promised 
that if they did fulfil their duty, I would give them a reward. 
The Pandours may be examined on this Subject. 

:From the words, rather scerning to encourage these Savages to 
bri1ig Cattle to the Drostdy, I am to conclude that they allude 
to two events which happened during the Siecrc of the Drostdy, 
namely, that some vagabond Caffres and Hottentots, who, availing 
thernsehc. of the inconsiderate flight of the InhalJitanL', h:ul 
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stolen from these fugitive Boors some Cattle, and were about to 
clrive the same to the Country of the Caffres. 

As soon as I received notice thereof I immediately dispatched 
some armed Hottentots from the Village to pursue them, and 
who retook the Cattle and Killed & Wounded some Caflr1~s & 
Hottentots, & I believe in both these excursions 224 head of 
Cattle were brought back by them. As soon as the Cattle were 
at the Drostdy I caused advertisements to be affixed, and notice 
given, that the owners should come and fetch their property away. 
One person named Momberg did appear and received his Cattle, 
but no other, and the rest has never been cl::timed. Afterwards I 
was under the necessity of killing some for the Public Service ; 
this however was not done before the Colours and marks were 
accurately taken, these marks, a List of which together with a 
sum of 804 Rixdollars I have delivered to the Landdrost Bresler, 
to be paid to the Owners of the Cattle. The number of those 
Cattle which have been killed I believe amounted to 64, and the 
remainder was delivered over to the Charge of Mr. Bresler for the 
benefit of the proprietors. All this happened openly and may 
therefore be easily ascertained, especially by the Landdrost Bresler, 
the Secretary, Mr. Van der Kemp, and the British Officers. 

The 4th Article concludes with the following paragraph : C. 
" Likewise taking from the Boors and appropriating to his own 
use various Articles, and refusing to pay for the same." 

This ]_Joint is so vague & general that for the present I can only 
say that it is unfounded & malicious. However the proclam~­
tion of the Landdrost, published by ringing of Hells, after my 
departure from Grnaff Heinet, wherel>y all persons who had any 
complaints were invited and exhorted to appear hcfore a Com­
mission in order to State their grievances, an<l the encouragement 
which my accusers received there, \\ill no doubt bring to light 
the particulars of this Article; when I shall be really to defend 
myself. 

The 5th Artil'le of Accusation consists in: "Entering into an 
improper Negotiation or N egoliations with the Boors, the 
particulars of which were not communicated to Government, 
an<l afterwards lJreaking faith with the sai<l Boors in refusing 
to perform the engagement arnl promises solemnly ma<le to them 
liy him ou the part of II is Majesty's Government." 

These Negotiations with the Boom, after they had l1cen pardoned 

 

 



Records of the Oape Colony. 319 

their late inconsiderate conduct, amounted to nothing more than 
a Conditional promise to them, that if they returned as they 
ought to their places, I would give them Gunpowder and Ammuni­
tion. This is the only promise I made to them, of which I have 
given due notice to Government. 

To do away the offence taken at the Hottentots of the Drostdy 
frequenting the Church, I immediately altered this, and ordered \ 
the Hottentots to be instructed in a private House at the Drostdy. 

But it is true that the said Boors some days afterwards sent a 
waggon to the Drostdy to take, as they called it the promised 
Ammunition, and I refused it. Why? Because they did not 
fulfil their promise of returning quietly and peaceably to their 
places; for I considered it as highly imprudent to give Ammuni­
tion to such Farmers as were still assembled, and continued in 
Arms about the Drostdy. I answered them that as soon as they 
returned to their Duty I would procure Ammunition for them, 
and I should hope that in so doing it will be considered I did 
that which Prudence and Duty Imperiously enjoined me to do. 

That these Boors had sufficient Ammunition to act defensively \ 
against any Vagabond Hottentots and Caffres is evident from 
their Conduct on the 23rd of October, when they not only 1 

attacked the Drostdy of Graaff Reinet, but fired the whole day 
at the same. 

But they were not satisfied with having Ammunition enough 
to act on the Defensive, they must Act offensively, and their aim 
was, as they stiled it, to extirpate the Craals of the Hottentots and 
Caffres, where Women and Children would be confounded in the 
general attack, and this I have always prevented, as well in 
compliance with the principles of Government . as those of 
Humanity. 

This has been the object in view these Ten Years past, and this 
is yet at present the principal aim of Hendrick Rensburg as 
Commanclaut, who has placecl himself at the head of the 
Hebels. 

This same Renslmrg went in the l\1onth of December 1800 to 
the C~)_)e, arnl preferrecl several false accusations against the 
Commissioners at Oma.IT Heinet. I was on the road to Cape 
Town when Mr. Somerville received those complaints from 
thence, ·who wrote a Justification which he sent lo Governmer..t. 

This Justification, as containing many interesting facts, I hope 
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will at present be taken into consideration by the Commission 
appointed for the Investigation of my conduct. 

At first sight it must appear very strange that all the Peasantry 
of a whole Division without the least ground (as there really 
existed none) should combine together, abandon their places, and 
expose themselves to such troubles, but whoever is acquainted 
with the Country, and principally with that part of it which the 
grazing Farmers occupy, he will not wonder at such steps; the 
inconceivable Ignorance, Credulity, and Timidity of those people 
are sources fully adequate to produce such events. 

Any person who will put himself at the head of them and 
immediately bring them to action, need not employ much 
Stratagem or Trouble; Reports, how absurd soever, they readily 
believe. When in the year 1795 they would expel Mr. De Wet, 
then Commissary at Graaff Reinet, Reports were spread through 
the Country both by writing and speech that Mr. De Wet, the 
Captain Hottentot Kees, and Colonel Gordon had engaged the 
Hottentots to invade and plunder the whole Country, that all the 
White men would be sent away, and the Women would be given 
to the Hottentots. Of these Letters the Originals are still extant, 
and this imaginary evil they appeared in Arms to prevent . 

.At the time of the tumults in 1799 a report was jn circulation 
that a Letter of the Landdrost Bresler had been interceptr.d, from 
which it would appear that he had sent to a Captain Caffre 
.Ammunition to Murder the Christians. The consequence of 
this report was that on account of this High Ttcason the whole 
Country was alarmed. One need only to give a look into the 
Law Suit against the Boors still under arrest, and prosecutions 
before the Court of Justice, to find this fully confirmed. 

Nobody therefore ought to be astonished shoultl Rensburg, or 
anybody else, either from his own motion or the instigation of 
others, bring about such commotions in the Country. These 
secret instigators well know the people they have to deal with, 
and that these attempts are always effectual in forwarding their 
views, but as it generally happens in such cases, the ignorant 
Vulgar become the dupes of their own folly, and a sacrifice to the 
Knavery of their abettors. 

I have continually endeavoured to convince the Peasantry of 
their error, but in vain, as long as they were with me they agreed 
with me, they were fully conYincecl; they promised to rely on 
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Government, and to join hands with the Landdrosts and Com­
missaries to promote the public Good ; but as soon as they meet 
with some or other ill-intentioned Person, with some or other 
Vagn.bond Schoolmaster, or with some Butcher's worthless serrnnt, 
they suffer themselves to be immediately imposed upon by such 
sort of People, and everything done or said on the side of Govern­
ment is looked upon with distrust; and this is not only the 
case at present, it has been the case for many years and will 
always remain so as long as the people <lo not see with their own 
eyes and learn to know their own Interest. 

The Gth Article of Accusation purports : A. "Being Guilty of 
Injustice and Cruelty in the following instances : The Murder of 
Naude a respectable inhabitant of the district, as stated to have 
been asserted by his Son in Law Coetzee, and afterwards by the 
deposition of l)iet Hottentot Captain transmitted by Major 
Sherlock." 

What motive could I have had in murdering a poor old man 
like Naude 1 This man not only never meddled with the Rebels, 
but always behaved quietly and peaceably. Whenever he came 
to Graaff Reinet he always lived with me, and I felt particular 
esteem for him, besides my honor and reputation were deeply 
concerned in the preservation of peace and tranquillity in the 

• district, and in preventing Murder and Robbery; can it be 
supposed I coitld thus act so diametrically against my own 
Interest 1 No. If they will only allow me in common with 
other men to act from the Principles of Self Interest, this will 
effectually clear me from so horrid a deed, A deed that I have 
often prevented at the hazard of my own life from being inflicted 
on persons with whom I had no connexion. I am sure that those 
who in the violence of their passions have invented this accusa­
tion against me, will on calmly reflecting on the case be fully 
convinced of their injustice and cruelty, I hope not Villainy. 

Let the Landdrost and SccretaTy be summoned, antl they will 
witness, 1st. That I have given a writ!en,Qualiiication to Naude 
to have the Superintendency of his own distTict. 

2nd. That I had prevailed on the Hottentot Kleinbooy who 
long ago ha<l quitted his Aervice to return again to him. 

:1nl. That I have supplie<l him with several l\mdonrs to Le 
gnartls at his place. 

4th. Thai N:1rnlc wns Ycry irnprudent in lcaYin;; his place anti 
I\". 
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thereby exposing himself to danger when he had a sufficient 
assistance at his own place. 

5th. That at the time aude was murdered I could by no 
means know where he was, he having abandoned his place, and 

6th. Besides all this I returned to the Cape in Company with 
the Sister of Naude, the Wife of .Abraham Erasmus, who on 
account of the esteem I had always had for her Brother, offered 
every assistance to me in her power, and often declaring they 
considered the idea that I should have caused the murder of her 
Brother as an absurdity. 

It is indeed to be wondered at how the Son in Law of aude, 
Gerrit Coetzee, could assert that the Savages thro' my means~had 
murdered his Father in Law, while he was at the Cape at the time 
the murder happened. 

Concerning the deposition of the Hottentot Captain Piet (the 
contents of which are unknown to me) I can say nothing to it 
than that neither he nor any body else, by himself or any other, 
or by any circumstances can prove that I have committed so 
horrid an act; but whatever the deposition of the said Captain 
Piet may contain, he can never deuy that when he has been sent 
by me to overtake the Cattle which had passed by in the neigh­
bourhood (and of which I have already made mention in the 4th , 
.Article) he has been, as well as all the Hottentots belonging to 
that excursion enjoined by me to leave nothing untried, not only 
to retake the Cattle at that time stolen from the Inhabitants, but 
also to kill the Thieves, and they accordingly killed some CaITres 
and Hottentots belonging to a Band of that kind. He also cannot 
deny that he shared in a reward of 50 Rixdollars which I gave 
the Hottentots out of my private purse, to encoumge them to do 
in future their utmost to protect the Inhabitants. 

The Reverend Mr. Van der Kemp can, and cannot hesitate to 
testify that before my arrival at Graaff Reinet when he was at 
the Baviaans ltiver at the time the Caffres wcro murJcring and 
plundering the Inhabitants, he was aRsaulied in a most insolent 
way by some of the Boors, at the head of whom was \Villem 
hinslo, Olaas Son, and they accused him of instigating the 
Caffres & Hottentots to murder and plunder the Boors. The 
Lantldrost Bresler has not only in general, but particularly in 
the full Court of Landdrost & IIeemraden, been accused by Louis 
H:otzcc , cnior and Hendrik Hensburg of having sent round thP 
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Country the Hottentots Willem Hasebek and Jan Rooy with 
certain tokens to prepare and engage the Hottentots to the 
murder of the Boors, and particularly the family of one Seheepers, 
and that afterwards he had caused the said Hottentots Hasebek 
and Rooy after a long confinement to be poisoned for fear they 
should divulge the Secret. 

These instances, so like to the Charge against me, are stated 
with the view of shewing how prone the Boors are to make these 
kind of absurd & false accusations, which, when they are called 
upon to prove, they have nothing but hearsay to urge in support 
of them: and therefore His Excellency the General very justly 
considered them as undeserving of notice. 

The 6th Article concludes with an accusation contradictory to 
the former, namely: B "Likewise in delivering into the hands of 
the Boors a number of Hottentots who had fled to him for pro­
tection, fifteen of whom are said to have been murdered by the 
f orementioned Boors." 

Never did I deliver one, much less a number of the Hottentots 
who had fled to the Drostdy for protection over to the Vengeance 
of .the Boors. It is true that the Boors have continually insisted 
that I should deliver over to them the five Hottentots accused of 
murder, but of whose guilt no proof was ever produced, and in the 
answer to the Uh Article this will be more particularly taken 
notice of, they desired that I should deliver those Hottentots to 
Rensburg and his followers to be punished by them. 

To this my answer was, and which I frequently repeated to the 
principal persons at the Drostdy who began to waver and advised 
me to comply with this requisition in order to restore tranquillity, 
that as these Hottentots had during the turbulent State of the 
Country been compelled by the threatening of the Boors to quit 
their service, and instead of joining the Vagabond tribes of 
Hottentots & Caffres had sought for protection from the Authority 
of the Lawful Magistrate, he would not deliver a single one of 
them, and that as long as they behaved well he would protect 
them; that in regard of those accused of murder, there was but 
one insufficient proof, and that in no case would he deliver them 
over to Rensburg, but would send them to the Cape to be tried by 
their Competent Jndges, and tho' I was continually solicited to 
deliver them, I put a stop to all further applications both within 
and without the Drostdy by peremptorily declaring that no 
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extremity should reduce me to comply with such applications, 
and I have rigorously adhered to this Resolution. 

Thus I may safely declare that the accusation is also false, aml 
tliat I have not been so weak altho' my family was with me at 
the Drostdy, and exposed with me to the same danger, as to 
deliver a single Hottentot to the Vengeance of the Rebel Boors. 
It is true that during the last Siege of the Drostdy, two Hottentots 
broke out of their confinement and fell into the hands of Rensburg 
and his ad ents, who deliberately put them to Death; and these 
Creatures have themselves been the cause of their Deaths by thus 
exposing themselves. 

Lastly the 7th Article purports "Having refused to bring to 
justice certain Hottentots who were committed to custody at the 
Drostdy of Graaff Ileinet, accused of murder, ou the contrary 
permitting them with impunity to escape, or liberating them from 
prison, thereby violating every principle of Justice, and preventing 
the trial and punishment of these Criminals." 

Those five Hottentots having been brought to the Drostdy on 
being accused of the murder of Claas Prinslo Senior, I immedi­
ately placed them in confinement and caused both the sons . of 
Prinslo to be directed by Letters to appear, together with all 
other persons who could give any testimony in this case, at the 
Drostdy in order to investigate the same. 

These directions having been repeaterl by Mr. Somerville, and 
left unanswered, he dismissed the said Hottentots from l>rison 
during my last Journey to the Cape. On my return to Graaff 
Rcinet I concuned in the propriety of this measure, not only as 
no evidence was produced against these Creatures, but also as 
the first information against them was entirely destitute of any 
ground. 

Under La 6 I have the honor to add the original report of the 
Veld Cornet Nicholaus Johannes Roets, sent to me with those 
Hottentots, the informations were founded ou the testin,ony of a 
Liltlc l1 ottentot Boy; concerning this Witness the V eltl Cornet 
thus expresses himself in the said Report: "The Little l!ottcntut 
Roy wonlcl not confess. I have been lmsy with him for half an 
hour with fair means, then I gave him three .~tro!.r·s with the 
,~jrl/nl,o!.-, thereupon ho eonfesse<l that those three Hottentots had 
dorw it (the rnm<ler) hut, the people themRl'hes "ould no!, eonfcss 
it tu me." 
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When tho Little Hottentot Boy, or so called Witness was sent to 
Graaff Heinet, I found on examining his Body, that instead of 
three strokes he had received upwards of 36 Strokes with a solid 
Sjambok, and on being questioned he declared that the accusation 
was forced from him by Blows, but that as far as he knew the 
Hottentots were innocent. 

These are the circumstances of this case, the accused besides 
have not fled, but were stilt, at my last departure, at Graaff Reinet 
and at Liberty ; thus Major Sherlock is yet in the way to repair 
what ho may judge to have been neglected by me in bringing 
these Hottentots to J ustico. 

I trust that I have now refuted this particular accusation 
against me. Everything which I have stated with regard to each 
point is so notorious that it is known to every body, and may be 
further proved by the Landdrost, the Secretary, the Reverend 
Mr. Ballot, tho Reverend Mr. Van der Kemp, and the Officers 
who have been serving at the Drostdy, who at least will be able 
to confirm the chief part of what I have alledged. 

And tho' I have some reason to complain that many Jealousies 
have not only boon entertained but were manifested both in regard 
to the Authority vested in me by Government (an Authority even 
felt by me as dangerous) as well as on account of the confidence 
with which Go '1rnment has honored me till the last moment, 
Yet I am so fully persuaded of the Justice and candor of the 
public I doubt not for an instant it will be entirely influenced by 
the dictates of truth. 

That I have considered from the very beginning the authority 
vested in me as very dangerous, His Excellency the General will 
easily remember, by recalling to mind the conversations I had the 
honor of holding with him on the subject at the Tarka, when 
1 represented to His Excellency my serious apprehensions of 
accepting in the then critical Situation of the Colony the Office 
of Cammi sary of those remote Districts. The General will also 
remember that I mentioned to His Excellency that I certainly 
Bona fide would do my utmost, but that knowing the Credulity, 
folly, and distrust of the J>easantry, I bad too much reason to fear 
for what might happen, as in tho event of miscarriage, my 
cornlnct as is in c-ommon the case, would be judged by tho event,­
fnlly sensible that I hacl not only to struggle with Rebellions 
lloors or lo deal with fearful subjects, wiLh two sorts of Caffrcs. 
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with Savage Hottentots; but above all those Secret Enemies 
whose caution concealed them from view and thereby enabled 
them more effectually to counteract his measures, and to triumph 
in his ill success. The General will be pleased also to recollect 
how much His Excellency encouragod me to act on the principle 
of pursuing an even course and of sparing no person, and yet with 
l1ow much Anxiety I then accepted of the Office. 

From the Month of December 1799 till the Month of July 1801 
however, I succeeded extremely well. I appeased the Savages and 

(, furious Hottentots. I engaged most part of them to re-enter into 
the Service of the Christians. I succeeded happily in my repeated 
negotiations with both Nations of the Caffres. I brought it about 
that Ghyka placed more confidence in Government, and greater 
mistrust in Buis, so much so that he expelled the Latter from bis 
Country, and I should certainly have succeeded entirely had the 
Boors united instead of interfering with me. They coukl no 
1,mger resist the influence of their credulous and weak minds, and 
they were made to believe that I had assembled the Hottentots 
for the purp0se of acting against them. That the Hottentots would 
be encouraged hy Government to destroy them, and their Wives 
distributed among the Hottentots &c. 

These instigations could only be done by persons who had 
private views to answer by involving the Country in Confusion, 
and who perfectly acquainted with the weakness of the Peasantry 
well knew what means were to be adopted to attain their aim. 
They kuew very well that the one was always a consequence of 
the other, that when they had brought it so far that the Boors 
assembled, their next step would be to abandon their places, and 
fly together, that the Hottentots would be alarmed and add to the 
confusion, the whole Country would then be exposed to the inroads 
of the Vagabond Caffres and Hottentots, and an open field left for 
the Machinations of these secret Incendiaries. 

I might here close this my Justificmtion with observing, that 
wearied with a Life full of disquietudes and cares, nothing shall 
induce me again in any Station whatever to Visit these Districts. 
But as I am too much interested in the Welfare of the Colony, 
and am persuaded that by following the plan which seems 
generally approved, or rather that plan of which every person 
whether he is acquainted with the nature of the Country or not is 
1\0 much in Love with. the Conntry will he cxpoRe<l tn total ruin. 
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I therefore beg leave to offer some reflections upon the Subject. 
This Plan of driving the Caffres & Hottentots beyond the Groote 

Vis River so much favoured by some, I have always disapproved, 
and maintain that whoever knows the State of that part of the 
Country where they live, and the Immense Woods and Dens 
which offer a safe retreat to them, will look upon such plan to be 
unwise, because greatly difficult to be accomplished, and still more 
so to confine them there, and cruel on account of the hardships 
which they must consequently suffer. And I feel the most perfect 
conviction that Peace may be preserved with these Creatures, by 
fair means, and with little trouble. 

I do not say that they should be allowed to proceed un­
molested in Stealing the Cattle of the Peasantry, this I have 
always opposed, and encouraged the Boors to Pursue and fire upon 
such Vagabond Hottentots and Caffres as they should find Stealing 
their Cattle, and that this might be the better effected, I had 
formed small patroles on the Limits of the District, consisting 
of the Young Peasantry, who on the least alarm rode about and 
secured the District, but with this they were not satisfied, they 
wished for Great Commandos, they desired to destroy the Craal 
where their inoffensive Women & Children dwelt. This I always 
resolutely opposed with all my means. I have ever represented 
to the Boors that they would by such deeds bring ruin upon 
themselves, and that I trembled for the consequences, that I 
should not be astonished if in that case the Caffres and Hottentots 
should not only commit further depredations but destroy a Great 
part of the Districts of Graaff Rei.net and Zwellendam, the be­
ginning of which might be easily seen, but the end and con­
sequences thereof would be incalculable. One need only reflect 
on the Bosjesmen, from which may be learnt that a Continual 
War with these Creatures for nearly 34 Years has produced no 
change in them, has had no other effect than to render them the 
implacable enemies of the Boors. 

If therefore the Hottentots and the Caffres should be treated 
in the same way, what will be the consequence ? Should they 
like the Bosjesmen who are but a handful of men in comparison 
of them become the implacable enemies of the Boors no Farmer 
would then be safe. 

They may have high notions of the (so called) Commandos, 
I have attended many of them, and not neglected to make my 
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observations with as much care as possible, and whatever may 
be said of them to the Contrary, I have always found thniL when 
there were not a considerable number of Hottentots with them 
to be placed in the front, and the first exposed to danger, they 
never succeeded. .An Instance in proof of this may even now 
be seen in a late Commando, to form which 300 Inhabitants were 
summoned, but of whom only 80 appeared, and according to the 
accounts no more than 12 Ventured to attack a Craal, mostly 
filled with Women an<l. Children, which they destroye<l.. Dut, 
soon after, this Commando attacke<l. another; here unfortunately 
they were obliged not only to Oapitnlatc and return all the Cattle 
they had taken in the first Craal, but to give 12 firelocks to the 
Hottentot Claas Stuurman; which certainly instea<l. of terrifying 
the Schclnwn, served on the contrary very much to encourage 
them, and to make them feel the weakness of the Boors. 

It should not be imagine<l. that the Hottentots who refrain from 
disturbances are quiet from Love and .Attachment to the Boors. 
Such supposition will prove deceitful. Every circumstance shews 
that they think themselves to be the weaker party, and it is the 
fear of this ideal or imaginary superiority of the Doors which 
keeps them quiet. 

To preserve peace and Tranquillity in the Country, it is in-
dispensibly necessary to maintain this prepossession, but tumults, l 
disobc<l.ience, ancl distrust in Government arc neither calculate<l 
to promote Happiness to the Doors, or to maintain this pre­
possession; and these inconsiderate and unneces:ary Connnamlos 
are as little likely to contribute to one or the other. IIavock and 
destruction rather follow their Rteps, an<l. like Oil thrown into the 
:Flame increase the Blaze to Explosion. 

That the Peasants may unclerstand this, that laying aside all 
distrust they may confide in the Measures of Government, ever 
anxious for their good, ancl help to execute these Measures, and 
thereby prevent the fatal misfortunes which, without the inter­
position of l'roviclence, ,rill undouhlc<lly hefall them, arnl in 
whidt the Innocent together with lhe Criminal will he lltc 
::-;rt<'l'ifice, arnl Lastly that he who shall he called to Govern C:maff 
Iteinet may behave with the Hame Zeal and I◄'i<lelity as I am 
conscious I hllYe always actecl with, is the mosL si1ll'ere wish 
of him, ,vho in the unjnsL treal11w11t ho has re<'(·ivcd, ha the 
con. olatiou of foeli11'..!; lhai he h:t perl'unuetl hi ll11ly hone tly, 
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nml oYor endeavoured to promote the welfare of the Country, and 
who flatters himself it does already, and hereafter will more fully 
appear that ho is Innocent of these most horrid Cruelties of which 
he is accused. 

Cape of Good Hope, April 1802. 

(Signed) H. C. D. MAYNIER. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter froni LORD HOBART to LIEUTENANT GF.NERAL DUNDAS. 

DOWNING STREET, 1Bt May 1802. 

Sm,-I transmit to you herewith by the King's Command a 
printed Copy of Lhe Definitive Treaty of Peace between His 
Majesty, The French Republic, Ilis Catholic Majesty and the 
Batavian HepulJlic, concluded at Amiens on the 27th day of 
l\farch last, the Ratifications whereof have been duly exchanged. 

I also enclose a Copy of His Majesty's Proclamation issued 
on this occasion and I am to signify to you His pleasure that 
you cause the same to be made public, in the usual manner within 
your Government. I have &c. 

(Signed) HOBART. 

[Oiftce Copy.] 

Lctl1 r Jro,n Lo1m IloB.\RT to LIEUTENANT GE. EHAL Du.NTl.\.S. 

Dowirnso BTnEE'r, let llfay 1802. 

~m,- 1 trausmit to you here,,ith I>rintecl Copies of His 
l\fajesty'R proclamation notifying the conclusion of the War, arnl 
of an al1straet of the Hegulalions contained in an Act passed 
in the Thirty fourth Year of His present :Majesty's Reign inti tule1 l 
",\11 Ad, for the further encouragement of British Mariners ancl 
for other purpo:,cs therein mentioned, respecting the manner 
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in which British Ships shall be navigated after the conclusion 
of the War," and I am to desire that the same may be published 
and made known within your Government. I have &c. 

(Signed) HOBART. 

l Copy.] 

Proclamatim lnj LIEUTENANT GENERAL FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

Whereas the disorderly and outrageous Conduct of certain 
Bands of plundering Hottentots & Caffres who have in some late 
instances committed Murders and depredations in the District 
of Graaff Reinet requires to be immediately punished, I have 
thought fit in consequence of the strong necessity of the case, and 
at the urgent solicitation of some of the more respectable In­
habitants, to appoint and direct an armed assemblage of the 
Farmers of the said District to take place on the 1st of June next 
under the o:..uers of Major Francis Sherlock Commanding a 
Detachment of His Majesty's Troops in that District, in order 
to cooperate under his orders and directions with the people 
of Zwellendam, who have also been required to assist under the 
direction of their Landdrost and the Veld Commandant Van der 
Walt in order to repress effectually these horJcs of Savages, 
thereby restoring to the peaceable Inhabitants the blessings of 
tranquillity. 

And whereas obedience to the orders of the said Major Sherlock 
is indispensably requisite on the part of the persons to be 
employed in the execution of this important service, I do hereby 
require all the Heemraden, Veld Commandants, Veld Cornets, and 
others, severally and respectively Inhabitants of the District of 
Graaff Reinet to pay due attention and implicit obedience to 
the said Major Sherlock, whose orders in the District of Graaff 
Heinet shall be of the same validity or force as if issued by me, 
the Lieutenant and Acting Governor and His Majesty's Hepre­
sentative in this Settlement, and I do hereby moreover authorize 
and empower the said Major Sherlock to displace, remove, or 
supersede any Heemra<len, Veld Commandant, or V clJ Cornet 
of the ])istrict of nraaff Heinct who shall not cluly obey an<l 
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execute such orders and Instructions as he the said Major Sherlock 
may think proper to give them, or in any manner evade the per­
formance of the duties to be required upon this occasion respecting 
the proposed expedition against the Banditti beforementioned, 
reserving to myself the inflictincr such further punishment upon 

•the defaulters as upon conviction shall appear to me to be just 
and necessary. 

Given under my Hand & Seal at the Castle of Good Hope, this 
7th clay of May 1802. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUXDAS. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from, Lo1m HOBART to LIEUTENA~T GmrnRAL DUNDAS. 

DOWNING STllEET, l!Jth .'lfay 1802. 

Sm,-The instructions which you will receive from His Royal 
Highness the Commander in Chief will inform you that the 22nd, 
31st, ancl 65th Regiments of Infantry and the 8th Light Dragoons 
are destined for India. 

I am therefore to acquaint you with His Majesty's pleasure that 
those Corps may be held in readiness for embarkation as the Ships 
may arrive for conveying them to India. .And as it is of con­
sequence that each Ship should be dispatched with the Comple­
ment of Troops without waiting for the others, I am to request 
you will be pleasccl to give such directions as you may judge to 
be necessary for the purpose of expediting this Service as much 
as can be clone consistently with the preparations requisite for 
the accoromoclation of the Troops. 

By the information I have received from the East India 
Company, I am led to suppose that the Ships now ready to be 
dispatched will be capable of receiving about Seven hundred men, 
and that those will soon be followed by the Rice Ships which are 
calculated to take an equal number. 

It may not be advisable to reduce the force at the Cape below 
the number which may remain after these embarkations until 
His Majesty's Government shall be informed by the Batavian 
Republic that the Troops in their service have proceeded for the 
purpose of relieYinµ the English Garrison. 
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You shall receive timely information upon this subject, as well 
as of the measures which may be taken for conveyin~ to India 
and to England the remainder of the Troops under your command. 

In the mean time I think it proper to put you in possession 
of His Majesty's Warrant for delivering up the Cape and its 
dependencies to the Representatives of the Batavian nepublic 
agreeably to the 3rd Article of the Definitive Treaty, if it shoul<l 
happen that the Troops of that Government should ho arrived to 
receive the charge at tho time stipulated in the said Article. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) HOBART. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from LORD HonAitT to LIEU1'ENAXT GENERAL Dm-.o \S. 

DowNJNo STRUT, 2nd June ISOZ. 

Sm,-Inclosed I transmit to you an Extract of a Heport of tho 
Committee of Shipping of the East Indias, which Heport havin~ 
heon confirmed by the Court of Directors, I am to desire that you 
will govern your conduct thereby in tho embarkation of the Troops 
destined to proceed from the Cape of Good Hope to Inclia on 
board tho Company's Ships mentioned in tho Raid Extract. 

I have &c. 

(, ignod) 

I The enclosure is not to he found. I 

--
[Original.] 

lIOB.\HT. 

Lrtlrr froni Mr-:ssns. Dwi;:m,R, l\faxwELL, and l\fan11rn R1:::,; to 
Lmtm:X.\NT C: E.'."ImAL I>u. ·n.\H. 

CA~Tu; OF (;oon llol'la:, 22111l J,111, 11'02. 

Hrn,-In compliance with tho llireetions co11tai11e<l in vonr 
Letters of the 2Gth ,January all(l ~th February last, W<' liavP 

carefully c.xaminud the written l>ocnments whit.:11 yun di<l u 

 

 



&cords of the Cape Colony. 333 

the Honor to transmit therewith, and have investigated the 
Charges preferred against Mr. Maynier late Commissary of Graaff 
Reinet contained under Seven heads. We have likewise examined 
on Oath such witnesses as appeared to us most capable of throwing 
light upon the charges. 

After having taken every pains to Sift into the truth of the 
accusations, we proceeded to hear Mr. Maynier in his Defence, 
which we have the honor to lay before you for your perusal, 
together with all the papers, and the examination of the Witnesses, 
on which we have formed our Opinion, which we take the liberty 
of submitting for your approbation. 

We are unanimously agreed that after the most mature and 
serious investigation Mr. Maynier late Commissary of Graaff 
Reinet is entirely innocent of all and every of the Charges 
preferred against ,him, and that some of the Evidences are such 
as to merit the most serious reprehension. We have &c. 

(Signed) 

(Copy.] 

R. U. DICKENS, 

ACHESON MAXWELL, 

C. MATTHIESSEN. 

L,ttcr from lh. A. BARNARD to the President and Members of the 
Court of Jt£Stice and the President and Members of the Burgher 
Sc,uite. 

GOVERNKENT HOUSE, June 29, 1802. 

GENTLEM}:N,--The Commissioners to whose particular c0nsidera­
tion His Honor the Lieut. & Acting Governor found it necessary 
to submit a variety of criminal charges preferred by certain of the 
Inhabitants of the District of Graaff Reinet against their late 
Chief Magistrate Mr. Maynier having finished and reported their 
proceedings to Government, I am co~m~nde~ by His Honor. to 
communicate the result to you of this Enqmry, and to acquarnt 
you Gentlemen for your own information as well as for that of 
the Settlement at large that after a diligent and impartial 
investigation of the Commissioners not any part of the_ accusa­
tions beforementioned appears to them to be founded m truth, 
011 thu contrary, it appears from their ruport that Mr. l\faynier 
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during his administration in the District of Graaff Reinet had to 
the best of his judgment and ability discharged the duties of his 
office, having shewn himself a faithful servart to Government, 
conducting himself upon every occasion as an upright and an 
honest man. 

I have also received His Honor the Lieut. & Acting Governor's 
instructions to convey to you the contents of a letter dated 22nd 
Instant addressed to him by the Commissioners Colonel Dickens, 
Mr. Maxwell, and Mr. Matthiessen, which letter accompanied 
their report, having to desire that this letter together with that 
which I have now the honor to present you with may be 
registered in the proceedings of the Court of Justice and of the 
Burgher Senate to serve as a record of the real state of the Facts 
which have been enquired into upon this occasion. 

I have now only to add that His Honor the Lieut. and Acting 
Governor has directed me to take this opportunity of signifying 
to the President and Members of the Court of Justice that Mr. 
Maynier who by an official letter bearing date 6th January last 
was prohibited from taking his seat in that Court until the Gentle­
men of the Commission had finished their enquiry, is to be rein­
stated in his office, the functions of which he will forthwith resume 
accordingly. I have &c. 

(Signed) 

[Copy.] 

Government Advertisernent. 

A. BARNARD. 

Whereas it has been represented to His Honor the Lieut. and 
acting Governor by His Majesty's Commissary General, that a 
part only of the supply of Barley & Chaff required for the use of 
His Majesty's Troops bas as yet been delivered at the Stores, 
notwithstanding the positive orders already issued upon that 
subject, Notice is hereby given that all such Farmers of the 
Districts of the Cape and Stellenbosch who shall not have 
delivered their respective quotas on or before the 15th of the 
present month of July must expect Detachments of His Majesty's 
Cavalry at their respective Farms, there to live at free <1uarlerR 
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until they have complied with the directions they have received 
by the Government Advertisement bearing date the 3rd of March 
last, in forwarding their proportions of Grain & Chaff to Cape 
Town. 

Castle of Good Hope, 1st of July 1802. 

By command of His Honor the Lieutenant & Acting Governor. 

(Signed) A. BARNARD, Secretary. 

[Original.] 

Letter from VICE AmnRAL CURTIS to EVAN NEPEAN, ESQRE. 

Lancaster, SIMONS BAY, 

CAPE OF G<>oD HOPE, 10th July 1802. 

Srn,-His Majesty's Ship the Tremerulou,S arrived in this Bay 
on the 3rd of the last Month from Bombay, where she was 
Docked, New Coppered, and had all the repairs done to her which 
were deemed indispensably necessary. This Ship had a passage of 
nearly Fourteen Weeks from Bombay to this place, and her Crew 
consequently became greatly afflicted with the Scurvy. Nearly 
Sixty of the wornt cases were sent to the Hospital, and about 
I<:ighty less affected with the disease remained on board, though 
incapable of doing any duty. Having ordered them a liberal 
supply of Fruit and Vegetables, with :Fresh Meat and other 
comforts, I am happy to say only one died, and excepting a very 
few still remaining at the Hospital, all the rest are perfectly 
recovered. 

The J>cnguin is at present in Algoa Bay, where the General and 
I concuncd in opinion it was advisable to post her, on account of 
some disturbances which exist between Dutch :Farmers and a 
party of· Hottentot llobbers on the Eastern Frontiers of the 
~ettlcment. All the other Ships of the Squadron; consisting of 
the Lancasta, Tremrndous, Jupiter, Diomede, Braave, the Rattle­
Make loop, the Euphrvsyne Armed Brig, and the llindostan Store 
Ship, are in this Bay. I am &c. 

(Signed) ROGER CURTIS. 
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[Original.] 

Letter jrum Srn GEORGE YONGE tu Loun IIonART. 

liONITON July 2G, 1802. 

MY Lo1m,-I think it right to acquaint you that, during my 
Stay in this Part of the Country, I had an opportunity of paying 
my Respects to His Majesty at Weymouth-and I flatter myself 
the J ustness of your Lordship's mind will make you learn with 
Pleasure the Gracious Reception I mett with, after such a long 
absence-such as was equal to my utmost Wishes. 

I had the Honor of reporting to His Majesty the State of the 
Colony over which I had been Governor, and the Whole of my 
Conduct, during my Residence there. I found His Majesty 
perfectly well informed of every Particular concerning It, before­
hand, and had the Happiness to be assured of his Entire appro­
bation of my conduct & Services. 

I am persuaded It is almost needless, at present, to trouble you 
further and therefore having apprized you, as I thought It my 
duty to do, of what has passed, I have only to beg you to accept 
once more of my thanks to you for all your attention to me ancl 
to believe I am truly sensible of It. I have &c. 

(Signed) GEO. YO.(GE. 

[Copy.J 

Proclmnation by LIEUTENANT OE:tiERAL :FnA!-fCIS l>U!'fDAS. 

·whereas a Dispatch has been received from the Hight Hon'hlc 
Lord Hobart, one of His Majesty's principal 8ecretaries of Btale, 
transmitting His Majesty's Proclamation notifying that the defini­
tiYe treaty of peace has l>een signed and ratified bctweeH the 
United Kingdom of Great Britain and the J<'rench Hepuhlic, this 
is therefore to make pulJlic in this Colony an authenticate1l Copy 
thereof, which is os follows:-
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By the King a Proclamation. 

GEORGE R. 

Whereas a Definitive Treaty of Peace and Friendship 
between Us, the French Republic, His Catholic Majesty, and the 
Batavian Republic hath been concluded at Amiens on the Twenty­
Seventh day of March last, and the Ratifications thereof have been 
duly exchanged, In conformity thereunto we have thought fit 
hereby to Command that the same be published throughout all 
our Dominions, and We do declare to all our Loving Subjects Our 
Will and Pleasure, that the said Treaty of peace and Friendship 
be observed inviolably as well by Sea as Land, and in all places 
whatever, strictly charging and Commanding all our Loving 
Subjects to take notice hereof, and to conform themselves there­
unto accordingly. 

Given at our Court at Windsor, the Twenty-Sixth day of .April 
One Thousand Eight Hundred & Two, in the Forty Second Year 
of our Reign. 

God save the King. 

Given under my. Hand & Seal at the Castle of Good Hope, this 
13th day of .August 1802. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

[Copy.] 

Letter front LIEUTENANT GENERAL DUNDAS to Co:r.n,IODORE 

MELLIS SEN. 

GOVERNMENT HOUSE, 

CAPE OIi' Gooo Hon; 19th Augtut 1802. 

Sm,-As it appears by the Definitive Treaty of Peace signed at 
Amicns on the 27th March last between the Batavian Republic 
and His Majesty the King of Great Britain and Ireland that this 
Colony is to be immediately restored to the Batavian Republic, I 
think it necessary at the same time that I express my satisfaction 
at the restoration of the ancient peace and friendship between the 

IV. 
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two Countries, to state to you my opinion with respect to the 
propriety of adopting some method for relieving without clelay 
the British Troops at present stationed on the Frontiers of this 
Colony, begging leave to suggest the policy and if I may presume 
to add the indispensable necessity of directing a Detachment of 
the Batavian Troops from on board your Rquadron at present in 
Simons Bay to proceed to Algoa Bay for the purpose of taking 
possession of the Post of Fort Frederic; since having now received 
His Majesty's Commands for the restitution of this Colony it will 
be impossible for me any longer to delay bringing do-wn the British 
Troops from the distant parts of this Settlement in order to 
assemble them for the purpose of being embarked to quit the 
Colony. 

Influenced alone by my anxiety for the future general welfare 
of the Rettlemcnt I am induced to intimate to you my apprehen­
sions (which my knowledge of the Country leads me to entertain) 
that disagreeable consequences may ensue to its future tranquillity 
should Ilis l\faJesty's Troops be withdrawn from the Station I have 
mentioned before their places are supplied by the Troops of the 
Batavian Republic. 

The favourable season for navigating the South-East Coast 
ending in the course of the next month a very short space of time 
remains for the transportation hither of the Troops from Algoa Bay 
consequently however desirous I might have been to postpone any 
movements of His Majesty's Troops until the arrival of the 
Commissary General de Mist and His Excellency the Governor 
Janssen (the Gentlemen authorized on the part of the Batavian 
Republic to administer the affairs of this Colony) yet as in a letter 
which I had the honor to receive from the forementioned Gentle­
men by the hands of the Gentlemen Commissaries lately arrived, 
it appears that they cannot be expected here before the Month of 
October, I should be very unwilling to postpone until that period 
the withdrawing His Majesty's Forces from .Fort :Frederick, when 
it wuuld be found very inconvenient if not impo11sible to convey 
them liere in or<ler to join their respective Corps previous to His 
Maje 'ty's Troops being finally embarked to quit the Colony. 

Should you 8ir think it consistent with your duty and the orders 
:,on have received from your Government to acquiescu in what I 
Lave had the h•mor to propose upon this occasion orders will be 
i111me<liately dispatched to the Officers commanding in the District 

I 

I 
I 
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of Graaff Reinet to deliver up the Fort at Algoa Bay to such 
persons as you shall authorize to receive the same, and the whole 
of the British Troops will be immediately withdrawn from the 
District abovementioned. I have &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

[Original.] 

Letter froni VICE ADMIRAL CURTIS to EVAN NEPEAN, ESQRE. 

Lancaater, SI.MONS BAY, 

CAPE OF GOOD .HoPE, 19th Auguat 1802. 

Srn,-I am to acknowledge the receipt of your Letter of the 3rd 
June signifying to me the directions of the Lords Commissioners 
of the Adwiralty, "to reduce the Establishment of the Na val Yard 
at the Cape as much as possible, by discharging all such persons 
therefrom as may not be absolutely necessary to retain, without 
waiting for the evacuation." And you will be pleased to inform 
their Lordships that I had caused reductions to be made therein 
previous to my receiving your aforesaid Letter, and being to the 
utmost of my power ever desirous to curtail the public expenses I 
shall continue to order discharges as fast as circumstances will 
possibly admit. I am &c. 

(Signed) ROGER CURTIS. 

[Copy.] 

Letter froni the COLONEL AND NAVAL CAPTAIN A. MELLISSEN to 
LIEUTENANT GENERAL DUNDAS. 

May it please Your Excellency.-Upon receipt of the letter 
which Your Excellency did me the honor of addressing to me, I 
have immediately upon being acquainted with the subject felt 
regret that on account of the orders given to me by the Batavian 
Government I should be placed under an impossibility of entering 
into the proposal made to me by Your Excellency. 

In the first instance expressing my particular acknowledgements 
for the mark of Your Excellency's confidence in me (which can 

z 2 
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only be imputed to the harmony and friendship of the two nations 
at whose renewed prosperity I already rejoice) I shall have the 
honor of informing Your Excellency that the charge with the 
execution of which the Batavian Government has entrusted me 
is of such a nature that I can only consider my stay here with 
the Government Ships and Transports as a necessary means of 
restoring the Troops that are on board from the sickness under 
which they laboured and for the purpose of repairing the Ships for 
proceeding upon their Voyage. 

Your Excellency will therefore readily conceive that as the 
Convoy which I have the honor to command has received from 
Government a particular destination to Batavia, I cannot consider 
myself authorized to enter here into any details with Your 
Excellency the object of which should lead to the disembarking 
of the Troops and that therefore nothing remains for me but to 
assure Your Excellency of my very sincere regret that it should 
not be in my power to assist Your Excellency in the object of 
removing the British Troops from Algoa Bay to this place. 

I declare to Your Excellency my sincerest thanks for the 
concern you take in the future prosperity of this Colony, I 
recommend its interests to the continuation of your powel'ful 
influence and have the Honor to be with the utmost regard &c. 

(Signed) A. MELLISSEN. 

CAPE OF Goon IloPE, 21 Auauat 1802. 

[Original.] 

Letter from VICE ADMIRAL CURTIS to EVAN NEPEAN, EsQRE. 

Lanca8ter, SrnoNs BAY, 
CAPE OF GOOD !IOPE, 21st Augmt 1802. 

Sm,-By the Dedaigneuse which arrived in Table Bay, I 
received on the 14th instant their Lordships Order of the 3rd 
June respecting the evacuation of this settlement, and in which 
I am directed to cooperate, and communicate with the Officer 
Commanding His Majesty's Troops relative to the necessary 
arrangements to be made for effecting the same, and assist in 
carrying into execution the measures he may have been directed 
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to take, so far as they may depend upon me, by receiving on 
board the Ships and Vessels under my command, and any dis­
posable Transports I may have with me, such of the Civil and 
Military Establishments, and His Majesty's Troops, together with 
the Artillery and Stores of every description intended to be drawn 
from hence belonging to His Majesty as are to be carried to 
England. In consequence of our respective instructions General 
Dundas and I have conferred together, and it appears that of 
Troops, and others belonging to the public Establishments, there 
are about Two Thousand Six Hundred and Fifty Persons to be 
conveyed to England; and likewise the public Stores. Having 
therefore taken into my serious consideration the numbers of the 
Crews of the several Ships and Vessels of War,-the Arms, 
Baggage, &c. of the Officers and Troops-the great length of the 
Voyage home-the consequent quantity of Water necessary to be 
carried, the relative size and capacity of the Ships-the time of 
year they will probably approach the Channel, and all other 
circumstances, I think that having due regard to security, and 
preserving as well as circumstances will allow the Health of the 
Men, that the Ships and Vessels of War for such a Voyage cannot 
possibly carry more than as undermentioned, viz. : 

'l'he LantX!:ster . 
Tremendous 
Jupiter 
Diomede . 
Braave 
Hindustan 
Penguin . 
Rattlesnake 

350 men. 
350 ,, 
180 ,, 
200 ,, 
200 ,, 
250 ,, 
60 ,, 
80 

1670 ,, 

which taken from the Two Thousand Six Hundred and Fifty to be 
carried home beforementioned, will leave Nine Hundred and Eighty 
for whom conveyance must if possible be provided, there never 
having been any Transport Ships attached to the Colony, which 
by their Lordships mentioning disposable Transports to me in 
their Order, they seem not to have been aware of. And as Ships 
only resort here in the prosecution of commercial plans, it is 
seldom one can be procureJ. There are however here at present 
Three Merchant Ships that may possibly be attainable, which 
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together with one Ship now attached to Colonial Services, may in 
the whole be able to receive about the number of persons which 
the Men of War cannot take in. Though I expect the owners, 
apprized as they will be of the necessity there is for them, will 
demand the most exorbitant price for their hire; but for various 
important reasons the Troops must at all events be taken away. 
And their Lordships may rest assured, that whatever measures 
the exigency of affairs may compel me to adopt, I shall by every 
exertion in my power prevent as far as possible the putting 
Government to unnecessary expence. I shall consider it as a 
fortunate circumstance, if it should so happen that any of His 
Majesty's Ships returning from India may touch here in their way 
home before our departure, that I may avail myself of them to 
ease us of some of our Burthen, for I am sensible our own Ships 
will otherwise be too much crowded. 

In respect to Provisions for the Troops that are to be removed 
from this Country, we have little to fear, excepting for Bread and 
Flour : and if the Ships leaving England under the express 
appointment of taking on Troops to India should be provided 
with suit!l.ble Victualling for them, and which (from the repeated 
accounts which have been sent home of the scarcity we have had 
here) I should hope must be the case, I think we shall be able 
to provide for all those who are to go to England; for having for 
a great length of time issued in the Squadron Rice three days in 
the Week in lieu of Bread, I am become tolerably well off as to 
that article ; but if the Troops which are to go to India are to take 
their Victualling here, we shall be put to much difficulty, and 
particularly on account of the great influx of persons there will 
be to be fed from the produce of the Colony, by the arrival of the 
Dutch Troops &c and their Ships. But if this difficulty does 
occur, it shall be met with resolution and energy, and the best 
possible shall be done, as the case may require. I am &c. 

(Signed) ROGER Cu1ms. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from VICE ADMIRAL CURTIS to EVAN NEPEAN, ESQRE. 

Lancaster, SDIONB BAY, 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, 21st AugUBt, 1802. 

Sm,-The Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty have been 
informed by various Letters from me, that from the situation of 
affairs on the Eastern Frontiers of the Colony, contiguous to the 
Countries of the least civilized of the Hottentots and the Caffres, 
a considerable body of Troops has been constantly stationed in 
these districts at the distance of Six hundred Miles from the Cape, 
for preserving the peace of these remote parts of this Settlement. 
The withdrawing these Troops without waiting for their being 
replaced by others belonging to the Batavian Republick, would be 
a very dangerous measure, and would probably be attended with 
calamitous circumstances. On the other hand, if our Troops 
continue there until the Batavian Troops arrive to take the formal 
possession of the Colony, the departure of His Majesty's Forces 
from hence would be greatly delayed, to allow time sufficient for 
the Batavians to repair to those distant places, and for ours to 
return, and which could not I think be done in less time than Ten 
or Twelve Weeks, even supposing the Batavian Troops were in a 
condition to take so long a March immediately upon their landing. 
]for when the S E Monsoon sets in, the period fur which is nearly 
arrived, it requires a great length of time to send Ships to Algoa 
Bay against the prevailing contrary Wind, and besides, the Bay 
being entirely open to the violence of the Monsoon, no Ship can 
enter it without running very great risk of being wrecked, and the 
March to its neighbourhood by Land is, as I have before observed, 
very long ; but bes~des the distance the Troops will have to 
encounter many di1llculties, from heat, and the nature of the 
Country through which they must pass. Upon this subject 
General Dundas and I have had very serious consultation, and as 
three Batavian ]frigates and Six Transports with Troops are here 
on their route for Batavia, we have, after duly weighing the whole 
matter, entirrly concurred in opinion, it would be highly 
advantageous to His Majesty's Service, to submit to the con­
sideration of the Chief Batavian Of!:kers, how much, under all the 
circumstances of the case, it would be licneficial to the two nations 

 

 



344 Records of the Cape Colony. 

for them to allot a portion of their Troops destined for Batavia, for 
relieving at once our Troops on the Frontier, that they may as soon 
as possible be removed from thence, and be ready to embark with 
the other part of the Garrison. But besides the reasons already 
assigned in this Letter, for wishing the arrangement beforementioned 
to take place, the General and I were the more particularly desirous 
of it, upon the consideration that if the difficulty of obtaining 
Bread and Flour for the voyage, as spoken of in my other Letter of 
this day's date, should occur, all delay of our departure may be 
attended with the most serious consequences. I am &c. 

(Signed) ROGER CURTIS. 

[Copy.] 

Letter from, MR. JouN BARROW to the EARL OF MACARTNEY. 

CAFE ov Gooo HoPE, 21st Augmt 1802. 

MY Lo1m,-A Hambro' Ship being about to sail I avail myself of 
the occasion to trouble your Lordship with a few lines merely to 
say that at length by the arrival of the Dedaig ncuse }frigate, we have 
received intelligence of the peace being finally settled, and that 
this Place is to be evacuated very shortly, in fa.ct Commissioners 
from Holland arrived here the same day with the :Frigate to make 
preparations for the future Governor and Garrison, accredited by 
the Asiatic Council and recommendetl from Lord Hobart. As their 
Commission is very limited and the General of opinion it would be 
rather condescending too far to enter into the detail of discussions 
with them. he has thought proper to nominate l\Ir. Maxwell and 
myself to arrange with them the several points contained in their 
Commissions, the first of which is to be supplied with l◄'orty 
thousand Hixdollars on their Heceipt (homologucr is the term) by 
the Commis ary and Governor about to be sent out, I strongly 
suspect as a stoppage out of the fifty thousand pounds thrown into 
circulation by Sir James Craig. 

It is not a little extraordinary that Lord Hobart has not con­
descended to give any instructions whatsoever to Ceneral Dundas 
ou any one point respecting the e, aeuation of this Settlement. 
Bills are now drawn al :23 per cent premium, arnl Ito~,; can h.tvc 
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from 30 to 40 per centum for as much as he can possibly draw; 
but unless it be intended that the Money of General Craig shall be 
taken out of circulation, the General does not mean to suffer the 
premium to proceed beyond 25 per cent ; in this he certainly is 
right, as it bears particularly hard upon the British Subjects who 
have Money to remit. 

As Maxwell and myself have been pretty much employed in 
various Commissions on public Service we are flattered with the 
hope that our lal.Jors may Le taken into consideration at home, 
which indeed is the only consideration that could make it palatable 
to us here, as all of them have been attended with circumstances 
far from those of an agreeable nature. 

With regard to the present Commission we started with a great 
difficulty, which however I think we shall get over. The three 
l)utch Gentlemen propose that our proceedings shall be carried on 
in French tho' not one of them can write the language correctly. 
As they were Dutchmen and representatives of the Dutch Govern­
ment, we insisted that nothing would be so proper as to carry on 
the business in the English and Dutch languages, without having 
anything whatsoever to do with the French, this point is to be 
settled tomorrow and I believe we shall carry it, especially as they 
want Money. 

It is however oo evident that the French and not the Dutch will 
virtually possess this Colony, and that it is their intention to throw 
into it such a number of Troops from time to time before they make 
\Var against C" s, as will make it impregnable, and in so doing they 
will con rnrt into a point of the greatest annoyance a place that 
wonM have secured to Us our Indian possessions. France tells 
Holland \Ve will protect you at home, send your Troops into your 
Colonies, where shortly they may be wanted. But independent of 
any attempt from he11ce to attack our Possessions in India, how is 
it possible in time of War for our East India Fleets to return safely 
to Europe? How easily can a squadron of force from this place 
take their cruizing ground near St. Helena and wait there for the 
homeward bound Ships and easily intercept them, and ·what is of 
still more importance, how will effective Troops ever arrive in India 
in case of a powerful attack from the assembled .Forces of the 
l)utch and French Colonies in the East, to strengthen which no 
measures will be left untried? I observe 1\fr. Dun<las's Speech in 
the House of the 14th May, and can only regret that neither your 
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Lordship nor himself was consulted on this point. We have only 
this hope left, that the Great Nation which has so much disturbed 
the World will create for itself fresh disturbances. I have &c 

(Signed) JOHN BA1mow. 

[Original.] 

Letter from SIR GEORGE YONGE to LORD HOBART. 

WALFORD, Aug. 21, 1802. 

MY LORD,-! did myself the Honor of writing to your Lordship 
last month to acquaint you with my having waited on the King at 
Weymouth. I now do myself the Honor of acquainting you that 
I have also presented to the Chancellor of the Exchequer a State 
of some Claims, which He has promis'd to attend to, and I enclose 
a Duplicate of the Paper deliverd to Him for your LorJship's 
Information, and I have to request that you will have the Goodness 
officially to Communicate with the Chancellor of the :Exchequer on 
the subject, that my Claims which I think Incontestible may be 
allowed with as little delay as possible. 

I am encouraged to give you this trouble from the kindness I 
have always experienced and the attention which you have always 
had the Goodness to pay to whatever concerns me. I also have 
thought It my duty to communicate this officially to you, as the 
proper Channell, through which It should I.Jo convoy1l and 
considerd. I have &c. 

(Signed) GEO. YONGE. 

[Enclosure in tho above.] 

The Grounds on which Sir George Yonge, late Gm ernor of 
the Cape, rests bis Claims, are, amongst others, as follows Viz -

On the 21st of April 1801 without any previous notice, or 
communication from Govcrnmeut to ena!Jle him to make any 
preparations, He received a Dispatch <l_ated ,Tan1. 14th 1801, 
signifying His Majesty's Commands that He should resign tho 
Uovermnent into the Hands of the Lieut. Governor pro tcmpote, 
till n Sucecssor should arri\'e, without a~r-ignillg any Hea~un 
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for this measure, and directing him to return to England with 
all convenient dispatch, to receive His Majesty's further Com­
mands. 

Tho' there appeared nothing pressing in this Dispatch, to induce 
the Governor to resign till preparations could be made for his 
Departure, which he immediately applied to the Admiral for, and 
to be conveyed at least to St. Helena, but was refused, yet he 
thought it his duty to acquaint the Lieutenant Governor im­
mediately with hi~ having received the Di patch abovementioned, 
and with his Intention to resign the Government agreen bly to his 
orders, & also gave directions to the proper officers to prepare 
the necessary Act of resignation But, without waiting for this 
Proceeding in the usual Form, the Lieut. Governor, without 
the Governor's knowledge, the next morning announced Himself 
Governor in General Military Orders, which were published 
accordingly, without waiting for the Act of resignation. 

The Governor, on being informed of this, was alarmed least the 
Public Bodies, and Civil Inhabitants should not regard a Military 
Order, as sufficient to warrant their obedience, and thus a danger­
ous separation of Civil and Military might occur, the decision 
of which It was not fitt to trust a Military Body. To prevent 
this, if possible, he sent to the public offices to urge them to 
hasten the Act of resignation, and fortunately it was prepared 
and executed the same day, and thus, tho' not done till some 
Hours after the Military Orders were published, both Acts bore 
the same date, and all doubts were removed. 

This hasty proceeding occasioned the Governors removal from 
the Government House, and obliged him to live in a private 
House, with his Household at his own Expence, and having been 
refused a Kings ship as before mentioned, he was obliged to 
engage a ship to carry and Victual Him & his household to 
St. Helena, from whence he hoped to get a passage to England 
in obedience to the King's Commands. 

Thero was but one Ship at that time in the Harbour, that was 
going to the West Indies, and the Governor Engaged her to 
carry Him and His Household to St. Helena, but the Ship being 
in want of Repairs, it was six weeks before She was ready for Sea. 

The Governor concluded, that being thus put to an extra­
ordinary expence for such a Length of time, He shoitld at least 
he allowed his Salary till the time of his departure, and ac-
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cordingly applyed to the acting Governor for it by Letter, to 
which he received an answer dated May 1st 1801, that though 
He did not " pretend to question or dispute the propriety of the 
demand yet he would not consider himself, in his present situation, 
competent to determine respecting it, but must refer it to Lord 
Glrnborvie (then announced as successor) who, he was confident 
would attend to it." 

Under all these circumstances, the Governor conceives he has 
a fair claim to be allowed his Salary from the time of his resigna­
tion to the time of his departure from the Cape. 

With regard to his Passage Home, The Governor submits as 
follows. 

That on coming out, He was allowed a passage on board a 
King's Ship, and £500 was paid by Government for his Diet, 
besides his passage. 

That on returning home, as above mentioned, He conceives he 
was under The King's orders, being commanded to return to 
England to wait His Majesty's Pleasure. 

That the Expence of his passage home was increased by the 
following circumstances. 

First, by being refused a Kings Ship, as before mentioned, 
so that He was compelled to be at the Expence both of Passage 
and Diet. 

That on arriving at St. Helena, he found himself too late for 
the Convoy, and was obliged to wait till october, during which 
time He was forced to subsist himself and Household at a very 
considerable expence, and, at last to pay for His Passage and diet, 
home on board the Neptune Iniliaman. 

Upon these Grounds the Governor conceives Ile has a fair 
claim to be allowed passage and diet Money The conveyance 
from St. Helena to England alone, haYing cost him upwards 
of £600 besides the conveyance from the Cape to St. Helena, 
and the Expence of subsistence, in that Island, for four Months, 
all the while acting, as he conceives, under the orders of 
Government. 

With regard to the Droit of .Admiralty, the Governor begs lea\'e 
to state the following Grounds, 

That by Virtue of Ilis Commission, He was not only Governor 
General, and Commander in Chief, over the Colony of the Cape, 
But was also, by a seperate Commission, Vice Admiral, with all 
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the nights and Powers of Vice Admiralty, together with all the 
profits and Emoluments thereunto belonging, in the fullest & most 
ample Manner. 

That in all cases of Governors, having commissions of Vice 
Admiralty, as well as the care of prizes during War, The right 
of the Crown to all seizures made on the Enemy has been 
relinquished in favor of Captors. 

That by virtue of His Commission, the Governor seized and 
made prize of a Ship bearing Neutral Colours, at anchor in Table 
Bay, on suspicion of her belonging to the Enemy. 

That the cause was tried before the Vice Admiralty Court at 
the Cape, and the trial was attended with peculiar circumstances, 
for, By the discovery of false Papers, in consequence of a strict 
search, directed by the Governor, on board the prize, The system 
of France in its Trade and commerce, during the \Var, under 
Neutral Colours, was for the first time fully developed by the 
discovery of the orders of the Government of France, and 
especially of the Minister of Marine at Paris, directing the manner 
in which their proceedings were to be conducted & concealed, & 
declaring the importance of this System for the Benefit of the 
Trade and Manufactures of France; all of which Documents the 
Governor sent Duplicates to Government. 

That the prize was in consequence condemned, both Ship and 
Cargo, and the Sentence has eince been reported Home & 
confirmed. 

Upon these Grounds the Governor conceives he has a fair claim 
to this prize as Captor, and also as a droit of Adrniralty, by 
Virtue of his Commission, and he prays an order to the Admiralty 
for its being paid over to him accordingly. 

[Original.] 

Letter from, VICE AmnRAL CURTIS to EVAN NEPEAN, ESQRE. 

LancaBter, SIMONS BAY, 

CAPE OF Gooo HOPE, 25th Auguat 1802. 

Sm,-This Letter is written to inform their Lordships of the 
general occurrences here relative to my department, since my last 
Letter of the same nature, dated the 10th of July last. 

The Batavian Frigates the Juno, Phami:r, and Indraught, with 
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several Transports with Troops, the whole being destined for 
Batavia in the Island of Java, arrived here on the 19th and 
20th July. The abovementioned Ships of War came last from 
Rochelle, in the neighbourhood of which the Troops were collected. 
Six Transports sailed with them from Rochelle, but all of them 
did not arrive in this Bay until several days after those first 
mentioned. They all continue here, and I know not when they 
will proceed to their destination, as a good many of their Soldiers 
are afflicted with the .Scurvy. 

On the 12th instant the Batavian Packet the Adventurer arrived 
here having on board Three Civil Commissioners empowered by 
the Batavian Republic for arranging matters with the Government 
here, preparatory to the arrival of the Batavian Governor and the 
Troops for taking possession of the Colony. Their Lordships will 
be pleased at my being able to inform them that the greatest 
harmony and good will exist between us and the newly arrived 
Batavians, which agreeable state of things is cherished by every 
means in our power. 

The Dutch Ships have been under the necessity of requesting 
some little assistance from us in Stores ; but I shall take the 
proper measures for their being duly paid for. 

The Heavy Stores to be taken away in the Hindostan are the 
greatest part embarked, and everything will be put on board 
without delay. I am &c. 

(Signed) ROGER CURTIS. 

[Office Copy.] 

L<'ttrrfrorn Lonn IIoBART to Sm 0EORGE YONGE. 

DOWNING , TREET, 26th Auguat 1602. 

Rm,-I had the honor of receiving your Letter of the 21st 
Instant, inclosing the Copy of a State of Claims which you hacl 
}>resented to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and desiring that 
I would communicate officially with him u11on the Subject; and 
I am to acquaint you that I shall Le ready to enter into tho 
<li-,cussion of the Business with him wheucycr I am called upon 
for that purpose. I have &c. 

(Signed) lIOHART. 

I 

' 
' 

' 

I 
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[Copy.] 

Proclamation by LIEUTENANT GENERAL FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

Whereas by the Definitive Treaty of peace, and the consequent 
restoration of general tranquillity, the ancient amity and good 
understanding which heretofore subsisted between His Majesty 
the King of Great Britain and the Batavian Republic are happily 
reestablished, and it having been agreed upon in the conditions 
of the aforesaid Treaty that this Settlement is to revert to its 
ancient possessors. And whereas a consideralile number of 
Batavian Troops being expected to arrive here before the coming 
in of the next Harvest to relieve the English Garrison, a much 
more considerable quantity of Grain than usual will consequently 
be required, as well for the supply of the Troops of His Britannic 
Majesty as for those of the Batavian Republic, over and above the 
quantity required for the consumption of the Inhabitants of Cape 
Town; being influenced by these considerations I find it necessary 
to order and direct, and it is hereby ordered and directed accord­
ingly, that all the "\Vheat or Bread Corn in the possession of the 
}'armers of the Districts of the Cape & Stellenbosch shall be forth­
with put in requisition, it being my further Commands that the 
several Farmers are to give a true and faithful account to a Com­
mission consisting for the Cape District of one Member of the 
Court of Justice and one of the Burgher Senate, and for the 
District of Stellenbosch of the Landdrost and two of the Heem­
raden appointed and hereby authorized by Government for that 
purpose, of the quantity of Wheat or other bread Corn they may 
respectively have in their possession as aforesaid, the said Farmers 
being moreover directed to bring up to Cape Town and deliver at 
the Government Magazine, in the course of the ensuing month of 
September, the whole of the Wheat or other bread Corn of which 
they may be severally possessed, retaining only such quantities as 
may be absolutely necessary for the consumption of their own 
l!'amilies until the 30th of January next, which quantity the 
Commission will determine. And Whereas the good of His 
I3ritannic Majesty's Service, together with that of the Batavian 
Hepublic, as well as the existence of the J nhahitants of Cape 
Town, render it ahsolutely necessary that strict aml prompt 
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obedience should be paid to this order, it is hereby declared 
that the penalty of One Thousand Rixdollars will be levied 
upon any Farmer or other who shall disobey this proclamation, 
or in any manner whatsoever attempt to elude, evade, or counter­
act what is hereby required, the peculiar circumstances of the 
Colony not admitting of any the least disobedience, hesitation, or 
delay being manifested upon this occasion. 

Moreover by these presents J>etrus Johannes Truter Esq re. as 
Member of the Court of Justice, and Jacob John Vos Esqre. as 
Member of the Burgher Senate, accompanied by John Pringle Esqre. 
Commissary General, are by me deputed and charged to execute 
this Commission in the Districts near the Cape Town, and the 
Landdrost of Stellenbosch accompanied by two of the Heemraden 
are in like manner to execute the same in the Corn Districts of 
Stellenbosch & Drakenstein, all these Commissioners being hereby 
authorized to fulfil this duty where necessary by administering an 
Oath, or by examining the Magazines in which the ·wheat or 
other bread Corn shall be deposited. 

Given under my Hand & Seal, Castle of Good Hope, this 26th 
day of August 1802. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

[Original.] 

Letter Jrorn Sm GEORGE YoxoE to LORD IfoBART. 

DATH, Aug. 26, J 802. 
MY LORD,-! troubled your Lordship with two letters, lately, 

the one, gave your Lordship Information of my l1aving paid my 
Duty to the King at Weymouth. The other, informing your 
Lordship of Demands on Governm1 to which I conceive myself 
entitled, on the Grounds Stated in the Paper I did myself the 
Honor to send you. 

Your Lordship will now allow me to remind you of my Services, 
·which I desire may be laid before the King ; after eighteen years 
Service I went in Obedience to His Majesty's Commanr1s, signifycl, 
very unexpectedly, in the year l 7D!) to most distant J>art of the 
Globe, at every Risk, where I will be bold to say I did my Duty, 
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In spite of every Vexation, in a Manner highly Beneficial to His 
:Majesty's ( 1oYernmcnt. 

I Believe It is usual after such Services to be Tiewarded with 
some l'ermanent I>i·ovision, and by Letters receiv'd in Decr 1800 
at the Cape, I was from Good authority assured of a Suitable 
l'rovision. Instead of which I was recalled on a Sudden, and 011 

my arrival in England in Deer 1801 I was for the first time made 
acqnaiutecl with an anonymous unavow'd, accusation, to this 
moment unknown to me what it is as well as the I>ersons who 
charged mo without any Sort of Explanation or Information of 
the Xature of It, Although said to have been made above a Year 
& half ago. 

Thi;:;, My Lord, you will allow me to say, Is not the Reward [ 
think I am entitled to. I have sened His :Majesty, as I am sure 
Ho knows, with Zeal, Honesty arnl .Fidelity, and am ever ready to 
serve Him. I deserve the Heward of an old and faithfull Servant, 
ancl I Claim It of His Majestys Justice and Goodness. when I 
left the \Var Office for the accommodation of His Majestys Service 
The :Faith of the Crown was pledged to me, for a Specifick Reward, 
which was then settled with His l\fajestys Ministers, and secured 
to me to take Place whenever I should cease to holcl the Employ­
ment l was then appointed to, or any other Equivalent to It, in 
Heturn for the Situation I then quitted, and as a Heward for my 
Services at the Til.i.!e, and I receivd His Majestys most gracious 
a1ss11ra11ces, personally made to me, that I shoulcl be satisfied and 
always be houord with his Protection. I believe such a Hedge, 
in the .i: Tame of the Crown was never yett forfeited, I am bold to 
say I lun c neYcr yett clone any thing to forfeit my Claim to the 
Performance of It. I must therefore entreat your Lordship to lay 
these my Humble Pretensions before His Majesty, not doubting 
your Lorclships <1oodness, with my Humble Duty and l{equest, 
That r may he reliev<l from the Cruel Situation I am now In, and 
rc•ceive that ,Ttrnt newanl w11 none of His Subjects ever sue for in 
Vain and Especially an Old and faithfull Serrant, who stands in 
Neccl of his Support. 

It is your Lord,,hips Duty Officially to lay such Tiepresentations 
from Servants of the Crown before His Majesty, but I am also 
Conficlout you will haYo the Goodness not to owit,t or Delay It, 
from the Peculiar and extmorclinary Circumstances of tlte Case, 
and I \I ill rely on ·our doing It for the Vindication of my Honor, 

I~ ~ A 
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as well as for the Purpose of my ,iust Reward, and Conscious of 
my own Integrity, I will not for a. Moment Doubt of His Majcstys 
Gracious attention to It, when laid before Him, as I most earnestly 
entreat you to do. I have &c. 

(Signed) GEORGE YoNm;. 

P. S.-I write this in my Way to Town where I hope to receiYe 
your Lordship's commands. 

[Original.] 

Letter from LIEUTENANT GENERAL DUNDAS to LORD HOBART. 

CAPE OF Goon lIOPE, August 1802. 

MY LoRD,-I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
Your Lordship's letters dated 31st March, 30th April, 1st, rnth, 
and 2Gth May, and 2nd June last, brought here by His Maje ·ty's 
Ship Dedaigncuse which arrived in Table Bay on the 12th Instant, 
judging it proper to avail myself of the present opportunity afforded 
me by th13 sailing of a ship bound for Hamburgh in writing to 
Your Lordship these lines to inform you of my having received 
the Copy of the Definitive Treaty of Peace transmitted by Your 
Lordship together with His Majesty's Orders for the restitution 
of this Settlement to the Batavian Republic. 

In pursuance of the instructions contained in Your Lordships 
letter of the 19th May the 22nd, 34th, and GGth Hegiments of 
Infantry with the 8th Regiment of Light Dragoons have been 
directed to prepare for embarkation, and will be di-patched with 
every possible expedition to India as soon as the ships shall 
severally arrive meant to convey them to their respective places 
of destination. 

As the numbers composing the forementioned Regiments to 
proceed to India (agreeable to His Maje ty's commands as 
communicated by Your Lordship) amount to Three Thousan(l 
Seven Hundred persons. a much more considerable quantity of 
shipping will be required for their conveyance than appears to 
have been proYided according to the Extract of the Report of 
the Committee of 8hippin:i; of the East India Company, a Copy 
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of which accompanied Your Lordship's dispatch of the 19th May; 
consequently in order to avoid the great inconvenience which 
might ari~o from a want of shipping at the final evacuation of the 
Colony on the arrival of the Dutch Garrison, it has been deter­
mined upon by Vice Admiral Sir Roger Curtis and myself to hire 
such Merchant Vessels as may be procurable here fit for the 
accommodation of the Troops, in order to expedite as well as ensure 
the timely and effectual performance of the important service the 
execution of which has hecn committed to our charge. 

Your Lord ·hip has already been informed in the course of the 
ofncial corre:poll(lence I have had the honor to hold with reRpect 
to the Country Districts of the indispensable necessity there has 
hitherto been for keeping a Garrison of British Troops at a small 
J<'ort at Algoa nay on the Frontiers of this Colony; as also a 
J )etachmcnt at the Village of Graaff Heinet situated Two Hundred 
l\filcs inland and Rix Hundred from Cape Town; both these 
1\Iilitary positions being not less necessary with a Yiew to the 
preservatiou of the Peace of the Country than for the maintenance 
of that obedience due to His Majesty's Government. 

The embarra9sment that I felt was therefore ,ery great as to the 
11ropriety of withdrawing those distant Detachments from the 
Upper Country in order that they might join their respective 
regiments preYious to the evacuation of this Colony with the rest 
of His Majesty's Forces; it being to be apprehended that their 
immediate recall rmght be attended with dangerous or calamitous 
conse!]_uences to this Settlement, and on the other hand if per­
mitted to remain until the Troops of the Batavian Ilepulilic should 
arrirn from Europe to take possession of this Colony, the length 
of time that must necessa1ily have elapsed before the Dutch 
Troops could have reached the Village of Oma.ff Reinet would 
unquestionably have retarded the return of our Troops until the 
period of the Monsoon, when the prevalence of the contrary winds 
(the Bay of Algoa being entirely open to their violence after the 
month of October) would not only have rendered it extremely 
haiardous for ships to have been sent there for His Majesty's Troops, 
but the embarkation would have been attended with the greatest 
difficulties i:;hould it not have been found altogether impracticable. 

Under these circumstances and after consulting with Vice 
Admiral , ir Hoger Curlis I conceived it woulcl Le highly 
aclvantageous to His Majesty's Service and not incompatihle 

2 A ~ 
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with the interests of the Batavian Republic to persuade the 
officer commanding a Detachment of about Six Hundred Batavian 
Troops ( on board three :Frigates and six Transports in Simon's Bay 
destined to Batavia) to relieve immediately by a portion of those 
Troops the British Detachments before mentioned, and with this 
view I thought it my duty to transmit the accompanying leLter 
A No. 1 to Commodore Mellissen (the officer of the Batavian 
Republic alluded to) and having received his answer A No. 2 I 
enclose them for Your Lordship's perusal and information; being 
confident that in the measures adopted upon this occasion Your 
Lordship will be convinced I was solely influenced by a desire to 
promote His Majesty's Service together with an anxious wish to 
have secured in the most effectual manner until the last moment of 
our dominion the general and individual happiness of this extensive 
Colony. 

It was however with heartfelt concern that I found from the 
answer of Commodore Mellissen that his instructions could not 
allow him to depart from the particular object of his destination 
in compliance with my request; nothing therefore now remaining 
with me but to direct the immediate march of the Troops from 
the Upper Country for the reasons I have already had the honor 
to submit to Your Lordship, since these considerations are of too 
powerful a nature to admit of any hesitation on my part with 
regard to a step in the discharge of my duty which I concefre 
indispensably necessary to enable me to obey the orders I have 
had the honor to receive. 

The assurances which Your Lordship has given me of my 
receiving timely information of the measnres that are to be taken 
for conveying to India or to England the remainder of the Troops 
under my command render me perfectly confident that no difli­
culties will arise with respect to the details and arrangements 
necessary to be attended to upon this occasion; taking the liberty 
however of intimating to Your Lordship that to the number of 
Seven Thousand Individuals (Soldiers and Civil Servants to His 
Majesty's Government) will be required to be removed, as also 
Stores, Artillery and Ammunition as soon as or before the persons 
shall arrive authorized by the Batavian Republic to take posses­
sion of the Cape. 

I shall postpone until a better opportunity the communicating 
of such occurrences as have taken place in this Settlement since 
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the date of my last Dispatch 5th April last sent by His Majesty's 
Ship Impcrieusc, uothing having happened meriting Your Lord­
ship's immediate notice or consideration. I have &c. 

(Signed) FRA...>fCIS DUNDAS. 

r Original.] 

Letter froni MESSRS. BENAY, MULLER, AND DIBBETZ to 
MESSRS. B,UlltOW AND MAXWELL. 

KAAP STAD, deu 27 Auguatus 1802. 

Mr.rNE HEEHEN,-Ingevolge onze verbaal overeenkomst, hebben 
wij de eer UE : by deze een voorstel aangaande verscheiden 
poincten onzer missie te doen, met gedienstig verzoek hetzelve 
ter kennis van de Heer Gouverneur Dundas te brengen, en ons de 
dispositie van Zijn Excellentie dienaangaande te willen mede­
deelen. 

1. Het Locaal in het Casteel thans door de heer Secretaris 
Bernard geoccupeenl, reeds door UE. aangeweezen zijnde, tot het 
prepareeren van een Logement voor de Heer Gouverneur J anssens 
& Commissaris Generaal De Mist, zal slechts het consent van zijn 
Excellentie de Heer Gouverneur Dundas nodig zijn, om het zelve 
met den 1 Septem er aanstaande tot dat einde te doen prepareeren. 
Gaarne zoude wij zien dat (indien mogelijk) het naast het zelve 
staande Commandants huijs op dit zelfde tijdstip insgelijk aan 
ons wier<l afgestaan. Het Gouvernements huijs bij bet Rondes­
boschje thans onbewoond zijnde, vertrouwe wij dat zijn Excellentie 
me<le geen zwarigbeid zal maken hetzelve da<lelijk ter onzer dis­
posiLie te stellen. 

2. Ten einde het nodige werk in voorn : Locaalen te kunnen 
doon vorrichten, Sollieiteore wij UE minzaamst aan de heer 
gouvorneur te willen vorzoeken een getal van 18 a 20 Slaaven, 
van die to voren aan hot Bataavsch gouvornemcnt toebehoord 
hebbende, aan ons toe te staan. 

3. Het vcrzamelen dcr 11()(lige vivres .-oor de verwadit word­
ende Bataavschc Oorlog & Trarn,port Schecpen voor clerzelver 
vcnlere rois na Batavia, als me<le het henodigde voor hot onder­
boud der lhtaavscbe Troupes welkers gctal circa 4000 Koppen 
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bedraagd, is ongetwijffeld eene taak die alle onze zorgen vordord, 
en met de meeste omzichtigheid ten uitvoer zal dienen te worden 
gebragt. 

De graanen tegen een vastgesteldo prijs door het gouvernement 
in derzelver Magazijnen opgenomen wonlende, zoud.e het door ons 
in Detail opkoopen van dit voornaam gedeelte der levens midde­
leu eene ooncurrentie daar stellen die voor het belang van het 
Engelsch zo wel als van het Bataavsch gouverncment volgens 011s 
inziens aller nadeligst zoU(le zijn; daar het echter noodza.aklijk is 
dat wij voor het arrivement der Troupes een voorraad graaneu voor 
derzelver onderhoud geduurende ten minste twee maandou hij eon 
vergadert hebben, vermcencn wij in consideratie to mooten goeven 
of het niet convenabel zoudo zijn, van nu af aan, cen zecker 
gedeelte der opgereeden wordendc graanen, uit d.e Engelschc 
Magazijnen aan ons over te doen, en ons le permitteeren 
dezelve in een Magazijn onder onze directie op to slaan. lht 
gedeelte geproporlioneerd aan het getal <ler Bataavsche Troupes 
met betrekking tot dat der Engelsche militaireu, en <lcr ingezee­
tenen genomen wordende, het welk bij approcximatie 5 of van 
de vijf mudden een, zoude bodraagen, schijnt het ons toe, dat 
het evenwigt bewaard, en geen dcr parlijen gelezeenl zoude 
zijn. 

De overige der a:mtekoopen levensmiddelen, als aardappelen 
erwten, &ca minder schaars zijnde, vermeenen wij dat er geen 
zwarigheid zal zijn, om dezelve direct ingevolge de marktprijzen 
aantekoopen. Alleen zoude het ons aangenaam zijn, daar er cone 
genoegzaam hoeveelheid rcist in de Engelsche Magazijnen voor­
handen is, de verzekering Le hebbcn, <lat in geval wij hior aan 
mogten gebrek hebben, het benootligd tegcn inkoop prijs u.it 
dezelve te kunnen ontvangcn. 

4. Aangaande de bij Art : G onzer Instructie gevraaglle Somma 
van honderd duijzend guldens Holl: Cour,mt, nemen wij de 
vrijheid te proponeer@ dezelve aan ons uit do gouvernements cas 
binnen de tijd van zes weekcn (indien dit nict door onverhooptc 
gevallen onmoogolijk mogte zijn) le doen uit betaalen, namentlijk 
tle eerste helft hinnen een maall(l na mate onze boho •ften, cu wcl 
in het begin van de aanstaamle week fi a G000 ltijcx:<laalders, en de 
resteerende tweede helft of vijfLig Duijzend Ilollandsche guldens 
veertien dagen later. 

3. Om aan do inteutie onzer Instructie te voldocn zonde het ons 
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aangcnaam zijn (zo mogelijk) een a twee der Lands gebouwen 
geschikt om voor bakhuijzen gebruikt te wor<len ter onzer dis­
positie to hebben. De twee blokken der Cazernes thans tot dit 
einde in gebruik zoude wij van geJachten zijn, dat noodzaaklijker 
tot berging der Troupes behoorden te worden geutiliseerd, te meer, 
daar in geval er niet Spoedig een gedeelte der EngeLsche Troupes 
kan worden ingescheept, het logeeren der Bataavsche krijgsmacht 
bezwaarlijk zal vallen. 

G. Eiml.elijk nemen wij nog de vrijheid gedienstig te verzoeken, 
eene exacte opgaave van alle publieke gebouwen, zo in de Stad, 
Baaij }'als, als elders met informatie van het gebruik welk van 
dezel ve thans word gemaakt, aan ons te wil.len doen toekomen. 

UE rescriptie hier op zo ras mogelijk Solliciteerende hebben 
wij de eer met de bijzonderste consideratie te zijn &c. 

(Geteekend) 

[Copy.] 

J. F. BENAIJ, 
A. MULLER, 
R. DE KLERK DIBDETZ. 

Jo1trnal in the form, of a Report addressed, with due respect, to His 
Excellency LtEUTENA~T GE~ERAL :FRANCIS DUNDAS, Acting 
Gopcrnor and Commander in Chief of His .Aiajesty's Ca$tle, 
1.'own, and Settlement of the Cape of Good Hope in Southern 
Af,·ica, and its dcpendencieB, &c., &c., &c., by the imdersigncd 
Uo1111nis8ioncrs of the Bcriqua Expedition, containing besides 
curything remarkable that occurred in the Course of their 
Jonrnry in the iinfrequentcd North-E(($tern part of this 
Co,itincnt fro1n their departure on the 1st of October 1801, 
the rci;ult of the Ba1·ter carried on in this Expedition. 

Ho.·oRABLE Srn,-Having yesterday received from Your Honor 
onr instructions and credentials, we this day undertook, in the 
name of our Lord, our interesting journey. 

Thursday, the 1st of October.-After having bona fide verified 
by our signatures the Invoice of the Articles designed for 
13artering and the contents of the waggons, we departed in the 
morning from Cape Town, together with the Secretary to the 
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Commission, Mr. S. Daniell, and the Assistant Secretary, 
P. B. Borcherds, the Overseer of the vVaggons, J. C. Schultze, 
five servants, being three Government slaves, Jan, Willem, and 
Anthony, the Hottentot Hendrik Booy, and the bastard Hottent0t 
Hannes, in six waggons, and went to the place of Jan Louw, on 
the Pampoen Kraal, where the waggons arrived at two o'clock in 
the afternoon; from thence continuing our journey with fresh 
relays, which we there received, we arrived in the night at ten 
o'clock at the place of Adriaan Horak, called Middelburg, situated 
between the Paarl and Groote Paardeberg, where we remained the 
night, and found that one of the waggon stiles was broken and 
untit for use. 

:Friday the 2nd.-W e con tinned our journey with fresh relays 
to the Pont at Jacobus Joubert's, where we bad a change of oxen. 
Having passed the Berg river, we went to .Mr. Oertel's, of whom 
we bought five pieces of cloth and some other trifles for the 
journey, to the amount of :30 Rixdollars, and came in the evening to 
the house of the V eldcornet Hendrik du Preez, on the Groene Berg, 
where we stayed the night, and on 

Saturday the 3rd October, after having paid to the said Du Preez 
for two hams and other provisions 18 ltixdollars, we went from 
thence, provided with fresh relays, to the Roodezand kloof, where 
fresh oxen carried the waggons over the mountains, and we arrived 
past two o'clock at Roodezand, where we received information 
from the Velclcornet Andries du Toit that th~ Witzenherg and 
Mosterds Hoek were uoth impassrrule for loaded waggons, and that 
we were to take the longest way. '\Ve continued our journey, 
providecl with two fresh teams of oxen for every waggon, ancl 
arrived in the evening at eight o'clock at the Veldcornet Jlieter 
Fran9ois Hugo's, at his place De Licfrlc, situated on Breede Hivor, 
where we slept that night, and founcl that omi of the tar buckets 
bad been lost in crossing the Kleine Berg river. 

Sunday the 4th.-On making preparation to depart from the 
last mentioned place, it was found that the fore axletree of the 
waggon No. 3 was broken. We bought a new unplate<l axle, and 
went from thence to the smith Mai:Linus Smit, who at no great 
distance from this place exercises his trade, and had the axle 
plated, and paid for Lhis Logcther 17 Hixdollar~, leaving the waggon 
behind uncler the l)arc of the Overseer J. U. Schultze, continnin~ 
the journey with the remaining five to the Hoocle J>raai , the place 
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of the Veldcornet Pieter du Tait, where about midnight the 
waggon No. 3 also arrived. 

Monday the 5th Octouer.-We proceeded on our journey with 
fresh relays, crossing several times the Hex river, unyoked at noon 
the oxen to graze, and in the afternoon being again put to the 
waggons, we went from this so called uitspan place to W outer de 
Vos, where we arrived in the evening, and on 

Tuesday the 6th, after having paid him 36 Rixdollars for two 
new axletrees, one lever on stile, six tanned sheep skins, tallow for 
greasing the waggons, biscuit, fruit, &c., we departed with the 
same oxen "e had arrived with from the Draai. Passing the 
Bokkevelds street, we arrived late in the evening at the house of 
the shoemaker 11nldcr, who lives near the Verkeerde Vlei in a hut, 
where we through Lhe dark rain, coltl, and intenseness of the 
weather were obliged to take shelter for that night. 

Wednesday the 7th.-Ilaving paid to the said 1\folder for 
provisions 3 Hixdollars, we rode with fresh relays towartls the 
place of Pieter J acous, where we remained the night. 

Thursday the Sth.-We paid to the s<iid Jacobs .Rixdollars 31 
for 4 hams, 2 mats, 2 cedarwood planks, 1 earthen vessel, 
8 towels, and some other provisions for the journey, and departed 
early in the morning, accompanied by the Veldcornet S. W. Pienaar 
and his brother Barend l'ienaar. At noon we arrived at the 
Karoo Poort, wl~re we unyoked the oxen and dined. In the 
afternoon Barencl Pienaar took leave of us, and we went on to the 
Doorn river in the Karoo, where we for the first time encamped. 

Friday the 9th October.-The above mentioned Veldcornet 
l)iemwr left us, and we departed from the Doorn ri rnr provided with 
fresh relays. \Ve passed the Koodoo mountains, leaving them to 
the eastwaid, and arriYed in the afternoon at the Ongeluks river, 
at the Veldoornet Gerrit Snyman's, who provided the waggons with 
fresh oxen, with which we proceeded the same evening to the Ink 
river, and pitched there our tents. 

Saturday the l0th.-We left the Ink river after having paid for 
proYisions Rixdollars 5, passed the Gousblooms kloof, and arrived 
at noon at the pastme place of Esterhuizen, where we outspanned, 
and being provided with fresh relays we went on, ancl passed the 
WindhcuYel, and arrived in the evening at Tanquas river, 
where we encamped. Having been there for some time, Mr. 
Willem Wium arrived the same cYening, reporting that every 
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preparation for the furtherance of our journey and assistance on 
the road thus far was made, according to his commission receiveu. 
from Government for that purpose, but that Floris Visser from 
Middel Roggeveld was not able from indisposition to accompany 
the commission, and that Jacobus Swanepoel, who according to his 
instructions was obliged to assist in this journey, was not present. 
Ile further reported that Jacob Kruger, Veldcornet of Klein 
Roggeveld, would provide that the commission should meet at 
Kuilcnburg 10 teams of oxen to carry the waggons to the Ganna 
kraal, and that he had ordered 6 men for the escort of the 
expedition, viz. Marthinus Bouwer, Marthinus Snyder, Audrie& 
l£sterhuizen, Pieter van der W esthuizen, Abraham Lothriet, and 
Jan Schnyder; that Jacobus Nel, Veldcornet of the Lower Rogge­
veld, would send to Gauna kraal also 10 teams of oxen to carry the 
waggons from the Gauna kraal during the whole expedition, and 
back again. The said Wium remained that night in our camp. 

Sunday the 11th October.-We departed together in the 
morning from Tanquas river, arrived about noon below Rogge­
velds mountain, where we met with an additional waggon brought 
from Nicolaas van der W esthuizen for the purpose of transporting 
the biscuit, flour, &c., prepared by order of the above mentioned 
Wium, and after being provided with fresh relays by the Veld­
cornet Gerrit Maritz, we ascende<l the very steep, difficult, and 
high mountain of Roggeveld, where we in the evening aITived aL 
the Klipfontein, situated on its summit, where we pitched our 
camp. Shortly afterwards a certain Van Zyl came up on horse­
back to our camp, with a letter from the Veldcornet Jacobus Nel, 
directed to the above mentioned Maritz, from the contents of 
which we learned that the said Nel could not procure the ordered 
relays at the Ganna kraal before the 18th instant, whereupon we 
verbally ordered him by the bearer in the name of Government to 
take care that the necessary relays should be provided for at the 
Ganua kraal on the lGth, and that for that reason we should 
proceed by half days journeys (or half schofts) which already 
retarded the progress of our journey more than two days. We 
further paid 12 llixdollars to Ryno J!'orster for a fowling piec '· 

Monday the 12th October.-A letter was written to Your 
Honor containing our transactions and arrival thus far, to be 
delivered by the often mentioned Wium, who this day intended 
to return to Cape Town, and departed, leaving us a half muid of 
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salt, an article which can scarcely be dispensed with, and where­
with we have not been provided at the Cape, and which the people 
in Hoggeveld declared to be very scarce in these districts. \Ve 
further required by a letter Uornclis Coetzee together with three 
saddle horses, which were stated as sold to the butcher Veijl, some 
other necessaries, and principally salt, for the journey, paying for 
another saddle horse to Nicolaas van dcr "\Vcsthuijzen the sum of 
80 Ri.-;;:dollars, and proceeded to the J akhals Fountain at "\Vietzc 
van der \Vesthuijzen's, where we passed the night. 

Tuesday the 13th October.-We received from the afore men­
tioned Uoetzec 

10 muids flom l 
~ ,, biscuit in 8 bags and 7 leather knapsacks, 
4 ,, salt 
1 oxwaggon, almost new, with tent, &c., complete, 
3 saddle horses, 

and paid to Wietze van dcr "\Vesthuyzcn for some stones of soap, 
mats, and w hi psticks 10 Rixdollars. We recci ved further 7 5 sheep, 
which Wium had requisitioned from several inhabitants of Middle 
Hoggeveld for our use, and proceeded towards Kuilenburg's river, 
accompanied by five inhabitants of these districts, namely Frans 
l{ruger, Johannes Hendrik Cloete, Johannes Stephanus Maritz, 
Caspar Snyder, and >ieter Jacobs, the three first mentioned being 
from the men ordered by the V eldeornet Gerrit Mariiz, and the 
two others from those commanded by the V eldcornet G errit 
f:nyman for the escort of the commission. Arrived in the evening 
with our eight waggons at this place, we unyoked the oxen and 
passed here the ni"ht. 

Wednesday the 14-th.-The V eldcornct Genit Maritz took leave 
of us, and we proceeded on our journey with the same ox·en which 
had brought us from the other side of Hoggevelds mountain to this 
place. The relays which the V eldcornet Jacob Kruger was to 
procure at Kuilenburgs ri Yer were not arriYed, however in hopes 
to meet them on the road we jogged on, passing a street formed by 
two mountains called the De .Beer's poort, and arrived in the 
evening on this side of the Groote Hiet river opposite the Bonte­
bcrg, where we encamped, the weather being extremely cold and 
ramy. 

Thursday lGth October.-\Ve caught this morning an immense 
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number of fish in the river not far from our camp, being of a good 
taste but extremely full of bones, and saw the fresh footprints of 
a lion. We departed in the afternoon, crossing the said river at 
different places, passed the Van der Walts poort, and arrived at sunset 
at an uninhabited place of a certain Van Wyk, also situated at the 
said river, but on the north side. Here we met J ochem Schols 
junior, David Kruger, and David Lombard, who delivered to us a 
letter from the Veldcornet Jacob Kruger, of Klein Roggeveld, 
dated the 10th instant and addressed to the commission, containing 
among other frivolous excuses ·especially "that he sent two teams 
of oxen, that he had commanded eight others, which had not­
arri ved, and that the men named in the letter were commanded 
to meet us at Kuilenburg or at the Ganna kraal, he did not know 
whether they would come or not, as he had no answer from them," 
leaving to him Kruger to account for this. We further took at 
this place our night's rest. 

Friday the 16th.-We left early in the morning the Groote 
Riet river, passed the Stinkfountain, the Tygerhoeksberg, the 
Selderysfountain and river, and arrived in the evening at the 
Gann.a kraal, at one of the uninhabited places of Frans Maritz, 
situated on the northern bank hard by the drift of the Kleine Riet 
river, where we encamped, but did not only not find there the 
ordered escort of the Veldcornet Kruger, but likewise the necessary 
relays which the Veldcornet Jacobus Nel had promised to procure 
us were wanting. 

Saturday the 17th of October.-As we found ourselves frustrated 
in our hopes we employed the r,rreatest part of the day in fishing, 
and got once more fish of the same kind as we had caught in the 
Groote Riet river. 

Sunday the 18th.-While we had in vain waited till this 
moment, the undersigned resolved to delay no longer than till to­
morrow, intending in case the men and oxen did not arrive before 
noon to proceed on our journey as well as we could, in consequence 
of which we dismissed on 

Monday the l!lth, at his request, ,Jacobus Erasmus, who from 
Roggeveld, and Jochem Schols, who had accompanied us from 
Groote Riet river, and signified to J>avid Lomhanl and ])avid 
Kruger that they were pressed to accompany us in their place. 
We then departed in the afternoon from the Gauna kraal with the 
greatest part of the same draft oxen which had carried us over 
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the Middle Roggevelds mountain, crossed the Karree river, on 
the north side of which we found ourselves beyond the limits of 
the colony. About six o'clock in the evening we arrived at the 
.Brakke fountain, where we encamped. Shortly afterwards we saw 
at a distance a herd of oxen, together with some men who came 
through the Y.eld towards us, and on their approach they delivered 
to us an open note of the following contents : " To the commissary 
Somerville. You hereby receive 30 oxen. I request you will 
return the people as soon as possilJle, as the robbErs of the 
Bosjesmen are too lJusy in stealing, and I am every day ready to 
make a commando. I remain your servant. (Signed) Jacob11s 
N el, VeldcorMt. The 15th of October 1801." We perceived on 
.examination that the most part of the oxen were very young, 
unaccustomed to the yoke, and that there was hardly one team of 
good draft oxen among them, instead of procuring ten teams as he 
had been ordered. We leave it to the said N el to account for thia 
treatment towards this commission, and submit his conduct to 
Your Honor's better judgment. We then mustered our company, 
and found the expedition to consist in 12 Christians, being 
we five as we departed from Cape Town, mentioned on the 1st 
instant, wherein both the subscribers are included, 5 inhabitants 
of :Middle Rogge veld, as mentioned on the 11th, 2 pressed as 
mentioned this day; 24 Hottentots and Bastards, viz. 2 described 
by name on the 1st instant, who departed from the Cape with the 
expedition, 18 from the districts of the Veldcornets Gerrit Snyman, 
(}errit Maritz, and Jacob Kruger, called ·Wildeman, Kiviet, Booy, 
Steven, Willem, Polak, Andries, Piet Liebergeld, Dikkop, Fiool, 
Booy Hartog, Vigilant, Jfredrik Kaffer, Africaander Kaffer, Fortuin, 
Cleswind Gerrit, Hendrik Zwart, and Liehergelt; 4 from the 
district of the Veldcornet Jacobus Nel this day arrived with the 
oxen as ahove stated, namecl Hoelof, Stoffel, Cupido, and Mulder 
IIarLebeest; 4 slaves, three of whom, mentioned on the 1st, 
departed with the waggons from the Cape, besides one from 
Hogge veld, called Noel, lJelonging to ,Johannes van der West­
huizen; 20 guns; 13 saddle horses; J ~O draft oxen. With this 
force, not\l'ithstanding all the disappointments of the already 
mentioned Velc.lcomets Kruger and Nel, we thought ourselves 
aLle, under the lJlessing of Uod, to perform our undertaking, and 
left in this manner the J3rakke fountain on 

Tuesday the 20th of OctoLer.-W c met iu our road with some 
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~msbok, wild horses, &c., and arrived in the evening at the 
Commando or K wagga fountain, where we remained the night. 

Wednesday the 21st.-W e proceeded on our journey, seeing at 
a dist.a.nee in a southeuterly direction the ieuwveld moUDtain, 
the Table hill and Lion's head of these mountains. In the 
afternoon we pe.ssed the not unpleasant place Blij Yoorvit­
fl.Cl,.t, or otherwise called Kruidfountain, where the :miasionariea 
Kicherer and Edwards had kept their abode for a long while. 
We found there yet in good repair a long oblong building or hut, 
which probably had served both for a church and lodging, together 
with several smaller huts, and the remains of a kit.cben garden. 
We refreshed ourselves, and pe.ssed a couple of hours at this place. 
We afterwards went on, and arrived in the night about eleven 
o'clock at the place where the said Kicherer has taken his last 
residence in these quarters, on the south side of the Sak river. 
We also met here with a similar building and huts, but not in 
such good condition as the former at the Kruidfountain, where we 
took our lodsi:ngs for that night. 

Thursday the 22nd of October.-After everything wu in readi­
ness to leave this place, two Boejesmen by the name of Jephta 
and Jacob came up to us, from whom in bad Dutch we understood 
that the missionary Edwards and Jacob Kruger, whom we thought 
to find at this place, some days ago had proceeded to the Gariep, 
or the Great, or Orange river, and that the Beverend Mr. K.icherer 
since a few days past was gone thither. We preaent.ed th 
people with ¼lb. tobacco, and continuing our journey we croued 
the Sak river, and after having pasaed the lowest part of the 
Brakke river, which unites not far from thence with the 1£k 
river, we arrived in the night at a relinquiahed farm in earlier 
days occupied by a certain Hendrik Korf, where we paued the 
night. 

Friday the 23rd of October.-We went on, pa8led the Patrya 
fountain, saw on our route several quaggu, hartebeesta, and 
oetriches, arrived in the evening at the upper part of the above 
mentioned Brakke river, near its ford, where at a great distance 
aw the t'Kahaberg to the south-west, situat.ed on the IOUthem 

side of the Spionsberg, but far to the eastward of the eame, and, 
here 

turday the 24th, before we depart.ed, a l3oejeamui, who called 
himself Wildboy, came to our camp, asking or indicating, for 
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nobody in our camp spoke his language, that he wished for some 
food and a little tobacco. vVe gave him an ample supply of meat, 
and added thereto ~lb. Brazil tobacco, wherewith he was very well 
satisfied, and took his leave. vVe proceeded on our journey, and 
arrived in the evening at the Lion's fountain, to which the second 
subscriber and David Kruger were gone before, the last mentioned 
having killed with a gun a male quagga, one of the largest and 
strongest we ever saw, of which the secretary Mr. Daniell took an 
exact delineation of his natural shape and colour. This was the 
first large animal we shot in the course of our travels. vVe en­
camped here in an abundant pasturage for our cattle, where along 
the issue of the fountain a sweet nutritive reed grew luxuriantly. 

Sunday October 25th.-vVe received a report that last night 
the Bastard Hottentot Liebergelt had wilfully absconded himself, 
with a horse of Frans 1\faritz, without any person's knowledge, 
notwithstanding our orders already issued on the 19th, that no 
person belonging to the expedition was to separate himself from 
us ·without leave of the undersigned. We then proceeded from 
the Lion's fountain, and arrived in the eYening at the Klip­
fountain, on this, or at the south side of the Karreebergen, near 
a small river, where we found a certain Jurgen Kok had unyoked 
his oxen, who with his cattle was travelling to Iloggeveld, relating 
to us that he arrived from the other side of the Great or Orange 
river, from the country of the Coran.as ; that the above mentioned 
missionary Mr. Kicherer lived two days journey farther on the 
other side of the said river, and he in the beginning of last week 
had met with the missionary Edwards and ,facob Kruger with 
three waggons, who were going that way. We here encamped 
that night. 

Monday the 2Gth.-Whcn the waggons were greased for the 
next journey, we found that the axletrea of the waggon No. 1 
was broken. We immediately made one of the new axletrees 
we had taken with us in readiness, although we could not pro­
ceed to-day from the tenderness of the hoofs of the oxen. Here 
the second subscriber wrote a letter to Your Honor in the English 
language, which we both signed, and delivered to the said Jurgen 
Kok to forward to the Cape, stating our proceedings thus far and 
our arrival at this place; and as our stock of sheep taken with 
u, from Iloggeveld was greatly <liminished, we bought from the 
flock of shet'p under his care, l1l'lo11gi11g to ,Tacoh Kruger, the 
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number of one hun<lred, at the rate of 2 Hixdollars each, which 
we paid for in ready money with Hixdollars 200. 

In the afternoon on taking a walk along the river, we dis­
covered a sort of onions, which taste<l somewhat between onions 
and garlic, and when prepare<l, in some manner seasoned the 
meat, although a little more acute than onions, however not so 
piercing like garlic, the leaYes, seeds, and flowers were equal to 
those of the common onion. vVe collecte<l a good supply of the 
same, for we were not provided with them from Cape Town, and 
could by no possibility get a supply of them in Roggeveld or 
Bokkeveld, besides it was a pleasant acc1uisition to have some 
vegetables to mix among our food. We further paid to J. C. 
S0hultze for linen and some other necessary clothes for the 
pressed men DaYid Kruger and Daniel Lombartl 22 Rixdollars. 

Tuesday October 27th.-At !) o'clock in the morning we 
departed, and the above mentioned Kok went on his way to the 
Roggeveld. V{ e passed the Schictfountain, and crossed some of 
the uniform and barren Karee hills, and arrived in the evening 
at the Elandskuil, where we encamped. 

'\V edncsrlay Octoher 28th.-'\Ve left this place, an<l after having 
proceeded but a little way, the new made axletree of the waggon 
No. 1 broke, but as it, was lo be repairetl in a few hours, we left 
the said waggon behind under the care of the overseer J. C. 
Schultze and some men of the escort. In the evening we arriveu 
at the Grusfountain, where we encampeu, and saw the waggon 
above mentione<l arrive there before night. 

Thursday 2Dth.-W e left the Grnsfountain, and after having 
passed the c1ther arnl last cliains of the Karee hills, we arrived in 
the night at an elevated place, and although there was 110 water 
,re were howeYer obliged through the <larkness of the night, and 
especially as ,ve had no traced way, to stop here. 

:Friday 30th.-\V e continued our journey with <lay1ight down 
the height, and arrive<l after an hour at the Hiesfuuntaiu nPar the 
Buffolsbont, unyoked the oxen, antl gave them to <lriuk. Having 
stai<l there a few moments we Raw eight Bmijesmen Hottentots, 
who appeared, notwithstall(ling their full armour, 'rnry much 
frightene<l. \Ve beckoned them to approach, but they signified, 
hy bringing their hands to the ground, that we should come up 
to them. In consequence we went, accompauiC<l by some of our 
company unarmed, and encleayouretl to inspire them with confi-
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dence, shewing that we had no arms, and to give them a proof of 
the good and beneficial intentions of the expedition we presented 
them with 12 yellow brass medallions, 2 caps with brass plates, 
2 gilt rings, ½ lb. bread, tobacco, and a sheep which they imme­
diately killed in our presence and divided among them, and then 
very contentedly went off. Shortly afterwards three other people 
<>f the same nation came up to us, but how much we endeavoured 
to persuade them that they ought not to be afraid, two of them 
immediately disappeared, but the other staying a few minutes 
longer, we had an opportunity of cutting ~ of a pound of tobacco 
in three pieces, which we delivered to him for himself and 
his fearful comrades. At noon we departed from this place, 
passing through a large plain clothed with high but dry grass, 
or as it is called grass karoo, and came late in the evening to 
the J onkers-fountain, where we pitched our tents to remain 
the night. 

Saturday October 31st-With sunrise we saw the Karee hills 
southwest by west behind us, and according to what we could 
guess the Great river's hill before us. Observed the poort in the 
last mentioned mountains northeast by east. We found that in 
the course of this month for the whole of the suite of the expedi­
tion had been killed and consumed, since we left RoggeYelds 
mountains, 61 head of sheep, and that there had been used by 
the Hottentots serving the expedition 40 pounds Brazil tobacco. 
Continuing in the afternoon our journey, we passed a very large 
vlei, which partly derived its water from the fountain, but mostly 
received it from the rains out of the country. The water was 
very much impregnated with salt, and thereby undrinkable. We 
afterwards passed two other vleis or ponds about two hours distant 
one from another, and the water was in both of the said quality 
as in the first. We arrived in the night on an elevated plain, 
some hours on the south of the poort above mentioned, where we 
without water for the cattle were obliged to pass the night, and 
consequently departed on 

Sunday November 1st, early in the morning from thence. We 
were now on a very extensive plain covered ,nth dry or withered 
grass. Came at 8 o'clock in the above mentioned poort, where we 
for the first time since we left the southern part of Iloggevelds 
mountains saw high trees and woods. Several Bmijer-men ap­
proached to us from the mountains, to whom we gave a l lh. Brazil 
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tobacco cut in small pieces. We arrived at 12 o'clock at tho 
southern bank of tho Gariep, or Great, or Orange river, which 
was on both si<les bor<lcre<l by willows, mimosas, and other trees, 
whore we encamped, and here we met with tho missionary 
:Edwards and his family and Jacob Kruger, who wore together 
arrived here in three waggons in the course of last week. In tho 
afternoon we took a view of the drift or passage through tho 
river, and found the same at the place where the stream in two 
branches flows round an island situated in the middle of it, ,\ith 
a violent current more than GOO foot broad. \Ve observed at 
the same time tho manner in which the Bosjesmon assisted the 
above mentioned Kruger in bringing over his sheep. Ono of them 
lays himself on the trunk or branch of a large tree, of about six or 
seven feet long, on the one extremity, at a distance of a few 
inches, a perpendicular pin is fixed in the log, which he holds hy 
together with the sheep in his arm, keeping the head of the 
animal above water with one hand while he employs tho other 
and both his feet for the purpose of steering and swimming, and 
thus driving in an oblique direction with the current of more 
than 45 degrees, he attains the opposite bank of the riYer, not­
with tanding which however we learned that 31 heau of sheep of 
the herd of Kruger were drowned. 

Monday November 2n<l.-As the river was even at the Jrnllow­
est places of the I>risacas drift, which we were to cross, so high 
that tho waler must come a few inches above the hottums of the 
waggons, according to tho soundings, we gave the necessary orders 
that some trees should ]JC cut and sawed in pieces, to l>e laid 
lengthw.a s and aero s the bottoms of the waggons, to raise their 
contents 1w as to avoid being wet. \V c were in formc<l that at a 
distance of about t ·o hours from tho eamp .two hippopoLami or 
sea.cows were .seen. At this report the second sub eriber, the 
secretary, the :sistant secrct..ary, the missiornu·y E<lwanl , and a 
umnhcr of ihe uite went on horseback to tho place, where they 
actually saw thPse animulb, and one of them was wounded hy a 
shot of Frans Kruger, but however escaped. \Vo wore visite1l hy 
several llosjesmen, who lived in the neighbourhood of the river, 
and who came to tmlute us. , o prcsentc<l them with some 
lhazil tobacco, altogetlrn n aking a 1 lb. \Ve cause<l tho cattle 
to rest this clay, whilst ,L cob Kru"er pa sed in the afternoon 
vith lioth his wagrrous tlnough the rirnr We fournl that tltu 
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wood for the purpose above mentioned and for an axletree was 
ready in tho evening. 

Tuesday November 3rd.-In the morning Mr. Edwards and 
his family crossed the river, while we unloaded our waggons to 
lay the wood below tho cargo to prevent its getting wet. In the 
afternoon wo crossed the Prisacas drift, situated, according to 
our guessing made after the calculation of the distance we had 
ridden and of the route we had taken according to the corrected 
compass, in south latitude 29 degrees and between the 23rd and 
24th degree east from London. The two first waggons, on the 
foremost of ,vhich, as in general, the two subscribers were seated, 
passed very fortunately, but the third through the unwillingness 
of the oxen drove somewhat down the riYer, and being dragged 
by the current into a deep place was immediately in the greatest 
danger, hut the Bosjesmen and Coras who live on the banks of 
the riYer forthwith came to assist, aud throwing themselves into 
the water, as they are uncommonly good swimmers, cutting off 
the yokes and traces of the oxen by their exertions only one ox 
was drowned, whilst without their help the whole team of twelve 
would probauly have been lost, but as our assistants were too 
much fatigued we could not save the waggon sooner than the 
following day. The other waggons passed all safe, and wo 
encamped for the first time on the northern bank of the river. 

·w cdnesday .. .,. ovcmuer 4th.-W e put all hands to work, assisted 
by some of tho Bosjesmcn and Koras, to save the abovementioned 
waggon, whieh stood up to 1.he sidcuoards in the water, but after 
most dil!icult labour we could not succeed before the afternoon, 
and \\·hen the waggon came on shore we perceived that the box 
with metlieine had \\ ithout our knowledge been inadvertently 
place(l thereon, and that thereby most part had been melted or 
spoiled, except those which had been in glass or pots. This 
waggon hy our orders should have been loaded with nothing but 
tho casks with liquor, and for that reason no wood was lai(l on 
ih, bottom of it to elevate the cargo. .After this bein" effected 
we presented the Korus and Tiosjesmen for their trouble and 
assistance with 18 lll'a. s medallions, 8 caps with brass plates, 
8 gilt rings, 1 lb. Brazil touaceo, and 3 sheep. 

Thnr·clay .. .,.ovemucr Gth.-All the waggons were now unla<len 
to take tho ,rnod away which was laicl under the cargo, arnl heing 
laden again we procm'(le1l in the aft<'rnoou, taki11.~ amo11g our 
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company at his request the missionary Eu.wards and his family 
as far as to the country of the Beric1uas. After some hours 
ritling we arrived at a resting place higher up the river to the 
northeast, where we remained the night. 

Friday the Gth.-We continued our journey in the afternoon, 
and arrived at 11 o'clock at night at a place where no water was 
to be found, supposing that we had lost our way, as no traces 
were to be observe<l, we remained there till the morning of 

Saturday the 7th, an<l arrived after some hours ritling at 
8 o'clock at the foot of Modderfountain. Here we met with 
the captain of the Caras, Slaparm, who was encamped at this 
place with some of his horde. A little afterwards arrived the 
captain of the Bosjesmen, Caricacoup, with two of his people, who 
brought us a piece of coarse salt in the form of a stone. '\Ve in 
return presente<l these people with G brass medallions, 2 gilt rings, 
2 caps with brass plates, antl ½ lb. Brazil tobacco, and proceedetl 
on our journey at noon, the missionary Eu.wards and Jacob Kruger 
at their <'equest being allowetl to depart some hours sooner. 
Having travelled about two hours we were infonnetl that Mr. 
Edwa1ds antl Kruger had mistaken the road and would be obliged 
to return, for which reason we di<l not follow the traces of their 
waggons, but went on to the left in a nortlmesterly direction along 
the mountains, continuing our route through an interjacent passage 
or kloof we arrived in the evening at the pasture place of Jan Kok, 
situated in a long passage in the t'kaaraap, where we meL with 
the said Kok an<l his family and a number of Bastartl Hottentots. 
We heard this evening to our great astonishment the said Kok, at 
the fo-esicle, giYing a public explanation of the Gospel from John, 
(;hapter the 3rd, treating about the necessity of the regeneration 
of men, which reading was opened by an humble prayer pronounced 
in a kneeling posture, after which a hymn was sung, antl the 
lecture closed in the same manner. This evening the strayed 
waggons joined our camp and staid with us. 

Sunday N ovembcr Bth.-W e left this place of Jan Kok, an<l 
.arrived at noon at ihe Aakaap or Rietfountain, at the Rev. Mr. 
lucherer's, and while be was engaged in discharging the duties of 
his office, we took a view of the building, which has the appear­
.ance of a magazine. It, w.as quite new, between 50 and GO feet by 
20, composed of spars and laths, with doors and windows, well 
covered with long reeds, plastered with clay. Opposite the house 
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stood a kitchen, built in a circle, somewhat lower stood another 
building unfinished, intended for a school, all situated on a wide 
extensive plain. These buildings on the back part and on both 
sides were surrounded with a number of movable huts of the 
Koras, of a semicircular form, covered with mats. We intended 
to take a view of these villages, but were obliged to relinquish this 
our intention until a more favourable moment, for as soon as we 
had approached a couple of these huts, we saw to our astonishment 
that from all the others both men, women, and children fled from 
unfounded fear. As soon as we perceived this confusion, we 
returned with our company to the large building or church, and 
shortly afterwards the service was finished, when Mr. Kicherer 
received us with the greatest affability and kindnrss. We met in 
his company the missionaries Anderson, Kramer, Jacobus Scholtz, 
and Christiaan Botman, who all assisted him in the instruction of 
the Bastard Hottentots in the lower parts of education, such as 
spelling and reading. In the evening we assisted at his lecture, 
and heard with what a laudullle zeal and love the Gospel was 
explained in the most instructive manner to the Basturds and Coras. 
The service was closed by a prayer and thanksgivings for the 
happy urrival of the commission thus far. 

Monday November 9th. -The captain of the Koras, named Rooy, 
paid us a visit, and promised to procure us a little salt, of which 
we stood very much in want. We gave him at his re(]_uest, and 
to encourage him to fulfil his. promise, some gunpowder and shot, 
besides ~ lb. tobacco, and promised him a, good reward in case he 
would supply us with a couple of knapsacks of that article. \Ve 
employed all means to get both from the Bastards liYing at this 
place and from Jan Meyutjes van den Berg, who with his wife, and 
Johannes Olivier, who with his mother ,vere arrirnd here in the 
month of April in company with the Hev. J\fr. Kicherer, as many 
oxen for fresh relays :ts possibly could be collected, which they at 
the intercession of Mr. Kicherer promised to procure witliiu two 
or three days. "\Ve further inquired whether some person might 
be found who could speak both the l~ri11ua and Dutch languages, 
and had the pleasure of succectling, for the same clay a man by the 
name of Kees Miklanga. a native Briqna, was presented to us, 
who ha<l lived for some years among the Bastards and learnerl to 
speak Dutch pretty "·ell, who willingly engagc<l to accompany us 
as au inlcrpreler, lrnt he derlared not lo 1.Jc certain in indicating io 
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us the nearest way towards his native country, but that not far 
from this place lived a comrade and countryman of his who not 
long ago had been thither, whom he would uring to us tomorrow 
afternoon. The next clay, being 

Tuesday Novemuer 10th, Maklanga arrived ·with his friend 
Ruiter Makauta, who also spoke Dutch very intelligibly, and we 
agreed with them that they should accompany the commission in 
the capacity of interpreters ancl guides. 

Wednesday the llth.-We still remained here, on account of , 
the draft oxen which were to serve as relays not haYing arrived. 
We paid for provisions and other articles uought from different 
people at this place ltds. 401, consisting in a young bullock for 
slaughter, 1 earthen pan, 3 .T apanned tin cups, a pewter soup 
spoon, 5 head of sheep, and 75 lbs. Brazil tobacco, in addition for 
the articles designed for uarter. 

Thursday the 12th.-Jacob Kruger delivered for the use of the 
expedition 4G head of sheep at 2 Uix(lollars each. In the 
afternoon v;e departed from Urn Aakaap or Hietfountain, leaving a 
number of 7G of the most fatigued oxen behind urnler the care of 
,Tohanr1cs Olivier, haYing obtained here 48 heatl of caUle to serve 
for relays, which were all put to the waggons. In ad1lition to our 
escort, ,Tan Meyntjes van deu Ikrg afore mentioned with his 
Hottentot servai1t J:ooy and the guides and interpreters :Miklanga 
and Makaula "·ent with us. In the night we ani\'ed on the (fatie 
t'kanmrn or \Yhilewatersfouutain, where we found that the axletree 
of waggon No. ;3 was broken. 

J<'riday Noveml,er 1:lth.-J<:arly in the rnomi11g preparations 
"·ere made to put in the new axletree from the ,mod cut for !hat 
purpose at the U rnote ri rer, which was performed in the course of 
the day, so that l1efore SUJL'et we prul'eeded, arnl anfrrnl on 

~atunlay the 14th, at i wo o'eloc1· in the morning, at the 
t'kambiesiegalie or Buffolfoun!ain, from whence we departed in 
the aftcrnoou, and arri \'Cd in the evC11i11g with a1l the waggons on 
the t'Joclm t'gonie, or Jhrnalfom1taiu, ,1hern a liltle and very 1,ad 
waler w:u1 found. 8npposing that we would meet here the second 
Rnbscriber :wd l\fr. Daniell together ·with two men of the com­
rnallllo who were gone on a lnmiing c.·cursion, we found ourselves 
disappointed on account of ,Jan l\1eyn!jes van clcu Berg haviug 
contrary io the clirectiom; of our guide 1\Iakauta taken the higher 
01· more ca;;tcrly road a:-; ll1inking the amc to be the nearest, 
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while Mr. Somerville with the company had taken the lowest 
footpath, and thereby they lost sight of one another in the 
evening. The first subscriber then took the firm resolution by 
himself only to rely on the directions of 1\fakauta, and follow the 
same, as no person but our two guides had ever been out 
this way. 

Sunday November 15th.-In the morning the servant of the 
second subscriber, Hendrik Booy, came up on horseback to our 
encampment, reporting that his master and his company only at 
the distance of an hour from our camp had been obliged to pass 
the night in the open air without having any food. He was im­
mediately supplied with some, and returned with one of the Bastards 
on horseback. The first subscriber proceeded in the forenoon with 
the waggons, arriving in the afternoon at the Welkornstfontein, 
where he had the pleasure of finding the other part of the com­
pany, and encamped there together. 

Monday lGth.-Appeared first two Bosjesmen. One of the two 
was seen the day before by the part of the company who had been 
separated from us. Shortly after, four others of that nation made 
their appearance. They signified their wish for a little food and 
tobacco, which was complied with, and a large portion of meat 
together wilh ,llb. of tobacco was given to them, with which they 
withdrew very well satisfied. In the afternoon we passed t'gaay­
pa, or Blinkklips river, and arrived in the evening at the 1\fackat­
sauie or Eendefountain, where we remained the night. 

Tuesda,y 17th.-In the afternoon the second subscriber and the 
assistant secretary Borcherds took a walk, accompanied by the 
interpreter 1\faklanga, towards a den or cave situated about an hour 
and a quarter from our camp to the eastward. They found the 
same to be situated below a curiously formed hillock, whose 
summit terminated in a high round point. Having descended into 
this subte1raneous hole, they found it extremely deep, and could 
sec at last neither daylight nor one another. This den was 
inhabited by numerous wood pigeons, which had made their nests 
at the entrance. They brought with them some stones of a brown 
red earth, with much mica and iron in it, which the natives use 
to colour their bodies, so that both those who are black as well as 
those who are yellow ohtain a shining reddish hrown colour. In 
the afternoon we left this place, all(l arrfrerl in the evening at a 
kloof or pass in the l\fagaaga or Y zerhergsfountain. 
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Wednes<lay November 18th.-We walked up the mountain 
between which this pass was situated, and <liscovered upon the 
same by an experiment with the compass that the same contained 
much iron or magnetic matter, as the compass brought from one 
rock to another turned entirely round and back again, and the 
needle shewed quite a different north at one place from that at 
another. We left the magaaga fountain in the afternoon, saw 
many ostriches, springboks, and hartebeests, and arrived in the 
night at the Koussie fountain and vlei, where we pitched our 
camp. 

Thursday the 1\Jth.-The vlei where we arrived last night was 
a few thousand paces in circumference, in the middle of which 
stood high reeds, and it was bor<lered by the mimosa on its south 
and west sides. Around the margin were dug a number of oblong 
holes, in which the natives catch the game that comes to drink in 
the vlei. We eYen found in one of these which stood full of water 
a steenbok, that was drowned probably the day before our arrival. 
\Ve left this vlei a little after noon, and shortly afterwards some 
of our comrnan<lo hunted a large troop of wild buffaloes, which we 
bad seen at a great distance, an<l which on hearing the fire divi<le<l 
themselves into three parties, when one party crossed the plain 
before the first waggon, and another round the last waggon. 
\Ve had the pleasure for the first time to shoot some of these 
buffaloes, and three of them, hesides t,hose that were wounde<l, 
foll in sight of the waggons. We imme<liately took off the skins, 
arnl u: vi,led them in pieces, V1king the best part with us in the 
waggun~, and then continued our journey. At 10 o'clock at night 
we were obliged to unyoke Lhe oxen, as some of them were too 
much fatigued to continue to the place where, acconling to the 
indication of our guides, we should firHl water, which was at too 
gre:tt a distance. We cow;equently remained that night in these 
tleserts without water. 

Frillay November 20th.-Having contiuuml our journey eru:ly 
this morning, we saw after some hours riding the first giraffe or 
camelopar<lalis at a distance trotting with great velocity. Shortly 
afterwards we saw a troop of nine others of the same animal, 
among which were two foals. Some of our company and com­
mando immediately set off to hunt the same, without causing any 
delay tu the wa~gous, lmt the sportsmen retumetl to the waggons 
"·iU1011t having Leen succes~ful. \Ve aniv<~<l at last after a lung 
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day's journey of 18 hours, without having been able in 30 hours 
to give the cattle to drink, with sunset at the fountain Klabologanie, 
flowing with the purest water we ever saw, which was both for 
men and cattle no small refreshment. We here encamped. 

Saturday the 21st.-In the morning at an early hour we sent 
the interpreter Makauta to one of the adjacent Briqua hamlets, 
to send from thence notice to their chief of our arrival at this place, 
giving him some tobacco to divide among the people of this horde. 
He returned before night, assuring us that we should see the same 
evening some of his countrymen, which literally happened, for 
four men of this nation came to our camp, who peacefully and 
quietly passed that night with us. 

Sunday the 22nd.-W e learned from our guests that the name 
of this people was not Briquas, but Boetshoeanas, and that the first 
mentioned name was given to them as a nicname by the Coras and 
other Hottentots, for which reason we shall in future speaking of 
these people give them their proper denomination. To-day four 
other Boetshoeanas came up to us, among whom was Captain 
Serakoetie, brother to their chief Moeliehaban, whom we received 
in the most, becoming manner. They all were very much pleased 
with the arrival of the expedition. We presented them with some 
tobacco, and provided them with food. Mr. Daniell returning 
from a walk rela ed to us that about half an hour from our camp 
was a very copious fountain. \Ve went with our Cape company 
thither, anti found the same to be one of the strongest flowing·· 
fountains we eYer met with in Southern Africa, ,rhich uot 
only sprung forlh from below a deep hollow rock of some, 
elevation, from which the water flowed like as from a large 
sluice; but below the rock there was a white sandy ground out of' 
which the water welled up from all sides; the first source was 
called by ihe people Koermana or Briqua river, and it threw out 
such on immense quaniity of water that at a distance of two hundred 
feet from its origin it already formed a strong streaming river of 
about thirty feet wide and a foot and n, half deep, wliich flowed in a 
northwesterly direction. Hail fell this day for a little while Yery 
st,rong, arnl we saw stones as large as n, marble. Our guests were 
very gay 1luring the night, and passed the same almost entirely 
with dancing and singing. 

Monday November ~:3r1l.-.\t the re(1ucRt of Scrakoetie all the 
8pecimcrn, of the articles canie<l along for barter were showu lo 
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him, which seemed to please him mightily, and he insi 'ted with 
us to promise him ihat on our return we should pass by the village 
of his 1.Jrother Moelihauau to trade with him. \Ve preR'i!nted him 
aml his company with some trifles and iouacco, afLer which he 
took his leave of us, allowing one of his people called lUoelory to 
remain behind to serve us as a guicle on our road. \Ve left the 
Klaboeligana fountain in the afternoon, crossed the Koermana 
river about the aforementioned Seganjana fountain, whither with 
our leave the missionary Edwards and family were gone, and 
where he staid behind. We crossed some woods planted with 
mimosas, and arrirnd in the evening at the fountain Mapoetie, 
where we remained the night. 

Tuesday the 24:th.-W e were again visited by some other 
Tioetshoeanas, who assured us that their chief was already ac­
quainted with our approach. We presented them with tobacco, 
and continued our journey in the afternoon. We saw in our road 
many herds of quaggas and Gnoes. AITivctl in the evening at the 
fountain Montgoearing, where we encamped. 

Wednesday the 25th.-lmme<liately after noon we departed 
from this fountain, seeing many sorts of game, and arrived in the 
evening at the Gaatat Kooma fountain, where we pitchetl our 
tents, and as the gui<lcs iufonne<l us that we were but a go0d day's 
journey from the capital, the subscribers resolved to go hy them­
sol ves, only accompanied by the interpreter l\fakauta, tomorro,\" 
morning on ho1"'ebaek to the residence unarme<l. 

Thursday the 2(ith.-\Ve fhed upon the presents fo1 the chief, 
consisting in ernrything of the <liffereut sorts of the articles carried 
along for Lartering, viz. : 

4 tinder bo.-cR, douUo ones, nrnl Rtccls. 
8 <lo. si11~!0 clo. do. 
4 common knives, hruwu haudlc~. 
4 Jo. yellow do. 
8 kuivcR, best, brown hnudlcK. 

10 pocket kuivcK, largc~t sort. 
12 <lo. middling. 
lfi <lo. smaller. 
16 <lo. Bmallcfit. 

2 small fica 1 . 
·1 pairn mr rings. 
I l:trgc gilt watch chain. 
2 clo. rlo. 

l~ sm,lll 1~ickct luokin" glan s. 
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GO )·ellow brass medallions. 
2 lbs. heads, ulue and white. 
3 lbs. <lo. small, different colourR. 
2 lbs. <lo. painted glaRs and China. 
1 gross large metal buttons. 
1 gross 8mall do. 

2.J. pairs ,leevc buttons, with stones of No. 7. 
G do. do. gilt. 

12 do. do. steel. 
G pieces white and red handkerchiefs. 
2 c:ips with brass plates. 
½ I b. thick and th in copper wire. 
4 lbs. iron in pieces of G arnl 9 inches. 
3 1,icces yellow hair crosses. 
G rings with stones of No. 2. 

2J do. common No. 5. 
2J <lo. gilt. 
12 pairs car rings gilt. 

1 pair do. with stones. 
·1 pairs of Rcissors. 
4 uval nrnl Rqnarc tobacco boxes, and 
1 lbs. Brazil tobacco . 
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.All which e packed up both in knapsacks and in the pistoI 
holsters of our ~adJles, and went off therewith after breakfast 
accorJing to our resolution of yesterday, lmwing the waggons to 
the care of lfr. Daniell, who wa.s soon after our departure to 
prepare the same to follow us. "\Ve went on at full speed, passed 
se,eral spots of ground cultivated like gardens, and arrived about 
noun with our interpreter through the irregular streets along the 
houses, in a full gallop in the town of Litakoe, not a little 
astonished to find here in these quarters such a strange appearance 
as a city. "\Ye 1irocecdecl as far as to the residence of the chief, 
where we founcl l\foelehalmu assembled with some of the eldest, 
seated in a plain enclosed with wood. After having kindly 
greeted one another, we caused the above mentioned presents· 
lo· be delivere<l to him, one !Jy one, which were both by these 
people, as well as Ly the crowcl which was in the mean time 
as~em bled around the incluscd plain, viewed with much attention, 
confessing never Lefore to have seen such sorts of things. We 
explained to them the use thereof, and gave them in the mean 
lime an idea of our mission, " ·ith a cantliu slaLement of the force 
of the whole expedition anJ the number of waggons thereto 
belonging. Ile said that he already three days ago had been 
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informed of our approach. Ile offered us same curdled milk, 
which for want of a better meal we made good u.se of. Afler this 
reception he conducted us to his hauitation, where we saw his 
wives and children and numuers of the fair sex, who gazed at us 
with astonishment. His house, like all the others in lhe town, was 
built in a circular form, of auout sixteen feet diameter, three or 
four feet above the ground was claystone and spars. On the cas 
side of the circle about the fourth part of the houses are open, and 
rest on poles; the other three-fourths are closed entirely. They 
are covered with a round pointed roof in the form of a tent, the 
exterior of the roof is made from long reeds or slrnw joined very 
tight, on the back or westerly part of the roof, towards the middle 
or at eight feet of the diameter a round apartment is made with a 
narrow entrance, wherein the head of the family takes his night's 
rest; the remainder of the family lives in the fore part Letwcen 
the large and small circles of the house. The houses are enclosed 
by palisades, the space between which and the hou~e serves for 
a granary and store for holcus and other grain, heans, peas, &c. 
These granaries arc made in the fonn of oil jars, which could 
easily contain two hundred gallons, standing on three-leggetl pieces 
composed of clay some inches above the ground, which wm·e alf;o 
covered with a round straw roof erected on poles high enough 
to admit an opening into the jars, which were from five to six feet 
high. In the evening all the waggons with the whole of the 
expedition arrived, all(.l at our request a proper place was orllerml 
by Moclehaban to pitch our camp, al)()ut six lrnrnlrc1l paces from 
the towu southcastwaru, m•ar a small riYer callcll the ~lalaapo 
which sprung forth from the Takoon fountain. "\Ve uuyoke1l there 
the oxen, and pitched our tents. Soon after our cn,rnp was visited 
by many lrnnurctls of people, who seemed to us good 11aturcd aml 
ouly actuated by curiosity arnl astonishment, :;omc of whom 
Lrought earthen and wootlcn ,cs els with milk, which lhey pre­
sented to the people of the expedition to refre:-h them . 

.lfriday November 27th.-Wc rccci\Cd again many visils of lhc 
13oetshocanas, and afterwards walked to the towu, which both 
within and on the outside we found planted arnl smTournlcd by 
numerous trees of that species of mimosa upon which lhc gimlfo 
principally feeds. \\' e estimated Uw town to uc in circumference 
as large as Uapc Towu, with all the garden, situated in Table 
Valley; but we could not enmucmte the hou e~ ou account of the 
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irregularity of tho streets and lowness of tho buildings, but sup­
posed them to amount to two or three thousand of such dwellings. 
as already described. The population may amount in the whole, 
men, women, and children, to between ten and fifteen thousand 
souls. According to the scale of Mr. Barrow's map we calculated, 
after the corrected compass, that this town was situated in 26° 30' 
south latitude, and 27° east from London. 

Saturday November 28th.-Moelehaban came with a numerous 
attendance to our camp, bringing an ox as a present to the com­
mission, and related to us on that occasion how he for some years 
past, by the horrors and devastation committed by a certain 
Bastard Hottentot called Jan Blom, assisted by some Coras and 
armed Hottentots, has been dispossessed of the greatest part of his 
property consisting in oxen, and thereby was fallen into misery, 
that besides the plunder they had thus committed they had put 
fire to many houses out of the town and murdered the inhabitants 
in the most cruel and barbarous manner, and that for these reasons 
he could not supply the commission in exchange for their goods 
with such a number of cattle which could answer the purpose 
of the expedition ; but what he and his countrymen could spare 
without any inconvenience to themselves would be delivered up. 
He then requestQ.d to see the articles intended for barter, which 
was immediately complied with, and a good quantity of every sort 
was laid before them. His choice and that of the people with him 
foll only upon the beads, and especially on the small white and 
hlack ones ; next to these they chose the red, yellow, and green. 
then the painted, China, and glass beads, and lastly the large blue 
.and white. We thereupon made the following agreement, to give 
in exchange for an ox either two pounds of glass and china beads, 
or three pounds small white, black, green, red, and yellow, or 
otherwise three pounds and a half large blue and white glass ones. 
:For the rest they declared that the remaining part of the articles 
vere of no use to them, and that they would not take them in 

exchange, for our knives cut only on one side whilst theirs did on 
LotlL Their knives which they so much valued had a round 
edged point, broad towards the handle, which was fastened by a 
pin in the middle of the blade, having the appearance of a short, 
Hat, broad dagger. They wear them in a scabbard fastened to the 
neck by two small pieces of leather long enough to have the knife 
hanging down upon the breast. 
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Sunday November 29th.-A feast was given in town on tI1e 
marriage of the son of one of the principal charactei among them. 
We went tJ:ii.ther, and found the place for the entertainment to be 
the middle of the town, where in a place enelose<l by palisades 
Moelehaban with some of the eldest was seated. We joined him 
there to have a view of the festivities of the day. At tho right 
side opposite to us stood a number of women, and the left side 
was filled with a still greater number of spectatoru, the middle 
was left open for the purpose of having a clear view of what was 
to be represented. The actors made their appearance in a very 
strange dress, consisting in an apron hanging from the waist down 
to the knee, some made of ostrich feathers and others of tails of 
a small animal of the vivena genus, hanging down with two 
strips of skin, from the one the white and from the other the 
black fur circularly twisted round the body from ille neck to 
the calf of tLe leg. Those people amused tho spectators by their 
dextrous turnings of the body in dancing, intermixe<l with songs, 
which were answered by the ,rnmen, who did not dance, in an 
anti.strophe and applauses. Somo of the ·women were painted 
with yellow and others with white clay. After dnuc·ng, dinner 
was served, consisting in roast beef and in holcu,;, or Gaffer 
corn, boiled in. milk, of whieh the gue ts served themseh-es 
very well. 

Moll(lay November 30th.-"\Ve found that in the course of 
this monili. had been killed and consume<l by the suite of the 
expedition 23 head of sheep, arnl that to the commarnlo and 
Hottentots in the service of the conunisRion were delivered 
43 lbs. Brazil tohacco. "\Vo observc<l that in this country the 
women performed the most part of the labor, for although in a 
very cl.efcctive manner, it was this . ex: who went ont J.aily to 
work the land, by m •ans of an instrument, the only one in uso, 
being an iron of about six or eight inches long and of an inch 
thick, with an odgc<l point, flat towards the ernl, fa toned in a 
knotted. stick of about two or three feet long, in tho knot of 
which a hole was matlo across to set tho instrument in another 
direction, so as to have tho double use of it, as a spade and 11 

hatchet. With this instrument the ground, how light soever, 
was but very slightly turned, aml thus tho seeds of all sorts of 
vegetables i1Tognlarly thrown into it. Desi.des the lallouring of 
the ground the women lrniM the houses, bring the mat •rials 
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toacther, such as wood, clay, &c., and prepare the Sllille. The 
0 

harvest is gathered by them, the dinner prepared, and the 
earthen pots and wooden vessels are the work of their hands. 
The men, on the other side, prepare the skins and lti.des which 
serve for shoes, and sow them up into habits or cct.rosses for 
themselves, their wives, and children. They attend the cattle, 
milk the cows, go on hunting parties with their weapons con­
sisting of spears or assegays, which they also use in battle. 

Tuesday December the 1st.-\Ve exchanged the first oxen, to 
the number of five, in the presence of the chief, and weighed to 
the people fifteen pounds of beads, black and white. 

Wednesday the 2nd.-This day 33 oxen were brought by 
several Boetshoeanas, one bull, and a cow, for which were 
delivered according to agreement in the presence of Moelehaban 
103 lbs. small beads, white, black, green, red, and yellow. Hans 
Kruger shot two antelopes of a very strange kind, both called 
by this people Palla. The head of this animal is hairy towards 
the point of the nose, from which a black stripe goes upwards 
somewhat higher than the eyebrow, above each eyebrow is a 
white spot, and the underlip is white. The ears, which are 
larger than the .African antelopes have in general, are near the 
head grey and brown, black at the edges, and covered with white 
hair within. The neck is brown on the upper, and a light colour 
on the lower part; the back dark brown, lighter on the ribs and 
below the breast and belly, and at the inside of the legs white. 
The tail has on the upper part a black stripe, lJrown and at last 
changing to white towards the end, finishing by a large tuft of 
long hairs. .Around the trunk of the tail is a bare black spot, 
on both sides of which, on the buttocks, is a white spot in the 
form of a half moon, smrumHled by a Llack stripe al.Jove ; on the 
ancles of the hind legs are two spots covered with black hair. 
This animal was from the shoulder to the tail 2 feet 10 inches, 
the forefeet were 2 feet 1 inch, the tail 1 foot 4 inches, the 
circumference of the body 2 feet 6 inches, the neck 1 foot 
1 inch, tho head 1 foot, and the ears 8 inches long. It seemed 
to be very quiet, of the shape between the hartebeest and 
'pringbock ; the taste was very agreeable arnl tender. A very 
accurate drawing of this animal in colors was made by Mr. 
Daniell. 

Thur~day l)cccmhcr :1rd. - 27 oxen were bartered for 60 lbs. 
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small beads, white, black, red, green, and yellow, together with 
14 lbs. china and glass painted do. One of our herdsmen caughL 
a young palla, of which no trouble was spared to save tho life, 
and the Hottentots who had been hunting brought two female 
,pallas ancl a springbok. 

Friday the 4th.-W e exchanged 27 oxen and a bull for 30 lbs. 
white, black, green, yellow, and 3G lbs. fine gla 'S ancl china 
painted bead~. 

Saturclay December 5th.-W e bartered to-day 9 oxen, and paid 
for the same 9 lbs. small white, black, green, and yellow, ancl 
12 lbs. glass and china painted beads. Pieter Jacobs shot a 
J1andsomo ram of a palla antelope, with fine horns, an exact 
drawing of which was taken by Mr. Daniell. 

Sunday the Gth.-Tho following beads were given in payment 
of two oxen and a bull, 3 lbs. small and 4 lbs. painted. Walking 
in the afternoon, we saw at a distance of more than half an hour 
from Litakoe a number of circle shaped small and large walls of 
stones in the same manner as the houses are built in the town, 
hut no one of the Boetshocanas coulll rememlJer that these ruins 
were houses aD.d inhabited, much less by whom. 

Monday the 7th.--We exchangecl 3 oxen and a lmll for G lbs. 
small beads, red, green, and yellow, and 4 lbs. fine glass and china 
painted do. 

Tuesday the 8th.-We exchanged 4 oxen for G lbs. of tho above 
mentioned small and 4 lbs. of painted heads. 

Wednesday the !Jil1.-Nothing remarkable happenecl. 
Tlmrnday the lOth.-We fixed our departure on 8atur1lay the 

12th, as we had ob ervecl that tho lJarter at this place woulcl uot 
be successful, with intention if possihlo of proceeding to the 
country of the Ba1Tolows. 011 acrprninting :MoelehaLan with 
iliis plan, and asking him for a gui1le towards that country, he 
expressed great concern, stating that as he hacl heard of the 
r>roject he had not been able to sleep for two nights, for farther 
on the pPople wero of a ferocious diRposition, and if some 
<liRagreement might befal us ho was under apprehen ions that 
our constituents would consider him to bo the cau, e thereof. 
We declared that we had no fears, and only asked a guicle; hut 
he declared he had no person to shew us the way, ancl ho insisted 
that if we would take his advice to r •sign our intention, as 110 

water would be mot with on the road, and that therefore we 

, 
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should better stay for some time with him, and that in the mean 
time he would procure us as many oxen as could be spared. \Ve 
enquired after his family, and he informed us that he had still 
two wives and twelve children alive. \Ve further resolved to pass 
by the residence of his brother Serakoetie on our return. 

Friday December the llth.-Fcnr oxen were offered to us, for 
which we gave in exchange 7 lbs. large blue and white glass and 
4 lbs. fine glass and painted china beads, and as our departure 
drew nigh, we resolved to give the following presents to Moele­
haban and his two wives and twelve children:-

2 tinderboxes and steels, best sort. 
6 do. do. single ones. 
2 knives, common brown handles. 
2 do. yellow wood handles. 
6 do. best brown handles. 
9 pocket knives, large ones. 

13 do. middling. 
15 do. smaller. 
15 do. of the smallest. 
2 pairs earrings. 
7 small gilt watch chains. 

25 pocket looking glas8es. 
48 brass medallions. 

! gross metal buttons. 
1 t gross small do. 
15 pairs sleeve buttons with stones of No. 7. 
6 do. do. gilt. 

27 do. do. with stones No. 9. 
15 do. do. ornamented with steel. 
6 pieces haudkerchiefs red and white. 
4 caps with brass plates. 
4 hair crosses. 
7 rings with stones No. 2. 

15 do. common No. 5. 
15 do. gilt. 

!1 pairs earrings gilt. 
2 do. do. with stones. 
1 pair of scis~ors. 
2 japanned tobacco boxes. 
2 1 b8. Brazil tobacco. 

Saturday December 12th.-We exchan°ed 2 oxen for 3½ lbs. 
large white and blue glass beads and 2 lbs. glass and china do., 
and delivered to Moelehaban the presents made in readiness for 
him yesterday, in return for which he afterwards gave a pre ent 

IV • 
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of two oxen to the commission. \Ve found that during our stay 
here in compensation of service done to the expedition and for 
milk daily brought to the camp were given to several lloetshoeanas 

5 tinderboxes and ste~ls, double ones. 
5 do. do. single. 

28 common yellow wood handled knives. 
15 pocket knives, large. 

5 do. smaller. 
12 do. yet smaller. 

7 do. of the smallest. 
4 handkerchiefs re<l and white. 
~ 1 b. copper wire. 

51 pieces gilt rings, an<l 
3 lbs. Brazil tobacco. 

After having made the necessary preparations, we took leaYe 
of Moelehab:w and the people with him. We gave him to 
understand that two of our bartered oxen were lost, which he 
promised if found to send after us. \Ve left Litakoe at 8 o'clock, 
in view of many thousands who stood along the town upon the 
hillocks and followed by many hundreds, who bade us adieu in 
pronouncing in bad Dutch Goe dag Heeren. Some of them 
leaping in our waggon could not support for ten minutes the 
motion of the waggon upon the stones. \Ve followed the same 
road we came, going on \V. by S., and at three o'clock in the 
afternoon we for the second time arrived at the Gata Koomo 
fountain, where we encamped. 

8unday December 13th.-W e early in the morning departed in 
the same direction as yesterday. \Ve saw many ostriches and 
springboks in the forenoon, and arrived at the fountain and 
river Moetgoearing a little after two Boetshoeanas arrived from 
Litakoe Lringing two oxen from Moelehabau a a present and 
the two which belon6ed to the expedition, saying that they had 
Leen ordered by their chief to express his hopes to see us next 
year again, when his oxen and calves, which would have Leen 
multiplied by that time, would be at our disposal, as being 
assured of our good intentions. \Ve could make no promise 
as to this point. We left the Moetgoearing in the afternoon, 
in company of the Lringer of the oxen, Taati, and his comrade. 
Saw a number of game on our road, which went on in the same 
direction as before, and arrived late in the evening at the Mapoetie 
fountain. ,Jacob Kruger and ,Tan Meintjes Yan den Berg, who 
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with our leave had gone before us, related that they had killed 
not far from this place a yellow quagga all over the body striped 
with brown stripes, and a bull of an unknown animal resembling, 
according to their account, a gnoe, but much taller, which the 
Boetshoeanas call kokoon. vV e here remained the night. 

Monday December 14th.-The secretary and assistant secretary 
went early in the morning on horseback towards the place where 
the unknown animal was shot, about two and a half miles from 
our last camp, and gave the following account of the same. The 
upper lip was much more thick than the under lip, the nose 
somewhat like an ox, but more flat and the nostrils longer; above 
the nose it had a crooked bow as far as to the forehead covered 
with long black hair, which continued on both sides down the 
head to the jaws, below the eyes were two black spots or glands 
with little holes, from which when pressed a white fluid matter 
sprung forth, and below each of these spots grew a tuft of hair. 
The ears were on the outside dark brown, and on the inside 
of a lighter colour. The horns had on the beginning some 
resemblance to those of the buffalo, but were much thinner and 
more pointed to ards the extremities ; between the horns upon 
the head was a groove covered with black hair, from which the 
mane took its beginning, and continued till the middle of the 
back. Below the chin it had a long dark brown beard down 
to the middle of the throat. The neck was very broad in 
proportion to the body. This animal was of a darki~h grey 
colour on the body, below the belly and legs somewhat lighter, 
had a black tail like that of a horse hanging down to the ancle, 
the feet red brown, the hoofs pointed at the extremities but large 
at the heels. The head was 1 foot 10 inches long, the ears 
10 inches, 5 feet from the head to the tail, the tail 3 feet 3 inches, 
the circumference of the body 5 feet, height 4 feet 11 inches, 
lenrrth of the fore legs 2 feet 9 inches. A drawing of the same 
wa: made by Mr. Daniell, and the skin was afterwards taken off 
and brought to our camp by the Hottentots. As we were to alter 
our route, our interpreter Kees Miklanga was sent on horseback 
to the fountain Segoenjana, where we on the 29th of November 
had left behind the missionary Edwards and his family, to take 
information as to the road, but on his return he reported that 
he had left that place, but that the traces of his waggon went 
below the Koermana river. We departed in the afternoon towards 
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the N.W. Saw in the evening several buffaloes not far from the 
waggons, upon which some of the commando fired, but without 
success. We arrived in the night at half past nine at a hamlet 
of the Boetshoeanas, consisting of about 40 houses, situated at the 
Magau, along the above mentioned Koermana river, whereabouts 
several sorts of the mimosa giraffe were growing. We here 
encamped. 

Tuesday December 15th.-W e gave to the inhabitants of the 
hamlet for milk they had supplied us with 8 yellow brass tinder 
boxes and steels and 8 yellow wood handled knives. And as our 
guide Molooy stated that this was his place of abode, and that he 
could travel no farther with us, we rewarded his good services 
with 

1 of the best double tinder boxes and steels. 
1 single do. 
2 common knive8 with yellow wood l,andles. 
1 best sort do. with brown wood do. 

2½ lbs. white, black, red, and green small beads. 
½ lb. fine painted beads. 
1 red and white handkerchief. 
1 coarse hat. 

15 gilt rings, and 
1 lb. Brazil tobacco. 

We left the Magau in the afternoon, continuing our journey 
in the same direction, crossing the Koermana river, and arrived 
in the evening at an inlet of this river, at a place called Mapary, 
where we met with the missionary Edwards and his family and 
the already mentioned Jan Kok, who related to us that he had 
sustained a great loss of his sheep by the dryness, having travelled 
a few days between this and the Koussie fountain without water, 
and that a Hottentot who was given to him by the Rev. Mr. 
Kicherer to assist him had had the misfortune to be bitten in 
his arm by a lion that had been mortally wounded by a snelroer 
(a firearm placed purposely in the ground to catch wild beasts) 
at the Koussie river, but that he was recovering, and that 
he Kok had kilied the lion. We pitched here our camp for 
that night. 

Wednesday December 16th.- The said Kok shewed to us the 
skin of tlie above mentioned lion, wherein the marks of the two 
balls which had killed him were yet vieible. We borrowed from 
Kok six sheep under promise to give them hack to him if possible 
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at our return, as he had but very little remaining. We left the 
Mapory in the afternoon. We saw many hamlets of the Boe­
tshoeanas, and went on in the same direction along the southern 
bank of the Koermana river, unyoked the oxen at 8 o'clock, and 
encamped on the said bank. 

Thursday the 17th.-Continued our journey, crossing the river 
again, and travelled on in the same direction, a little more to thb 
N. on the north side of the river. We saw many old hamlets of 
this nation, some palla antelopes, a herd of springboks, and a few 
ostriches. Our interpreter Makauta brought us five eggs out of 
one nest, which was no small dainty to us, as we had seen none 
of them for a long time. At noon we arrived at the village 
Patanie, the residence of the captain Serakoetie, brother to 
Moeleh'.tban, but we returned a quarter of an hour, as we found 
ourselves in the midst of their gardens or hole us- grain fields, 
which was already in full growth, to prevent that perhaps by the 
inattention of our herdsmen no damage or destruction was made, 
and encamped on a most excellent spot alongside the Koermana 
river, where the above mentioned Serakoetie joined us, expressing 
his pleasure in seeing us happily returned at this place, asking 
why we had not encamped nearer to the village. \Ve replied that 
we had been afraid that their young corn might be destroyed by 
our cattle, and therefore had rather chosen to pitch our camp at 
a distance. 

Friday December 18th.-W e bartered 3 oxen for 6 lbs. small 
white, black, green, and yellow beads and 2 lbs. fine china and 
glass painted do. David Lombard, the Bastard Hottentot Roelof, 
and the slave Noel went with our leave on a hunting excursion, 
and returned in the afternoon reporting that the first mentioned 
had killed a young mare, and the other an old stallion of a wild 
horse or quagga, striped all over the body as above described, at 
a distance of half an hour from our camp, and the last mentioned 
brought his prey with him, consisting in two palla antelopes. 
We went on horseback to the place where the quaggas were killed, 
and found them lying on the spot. It was on our return extremely 
hot, the thermometer was at three o'clock in the shade 97°, and at 
eight o'clock descended to 62°. 

Sat,urday December 19th.-We gave the following beads for 
8 oxen, 21 lbs. small white, black, green, red and yellow, and 
2 lbs . .fine glass and china painted. As we observed that the 
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number of oxen we had bartered seemed to be diminished, we 
ordered the provisional Yeldcornet Frans Kruger to number the 
same, with the assistance of the other people, and in future to 
make a daily report of the number. We found that several oxen 
were m1ssrng. We then dispatched the Bastard Hottentots who 
were employed as waggoners and some of the other people to look 
after the same and to trace them up, who brought some of them, 
but not the whole. We rode in the afternoon on horseback to the 
village. Serakoetie treated us with great civility. and gave us 
milk for a refreshment, and presented to us his 4 wives and 
5 children. The village consisted of about 50 houses not so well 
built as those of Litakoe. 

Sunday December 20th.-We bought one ox for 3 lbs. small 
beads. It rained very strong to-day, which was very pleasant 
in this hot weather, and gave us the flattering hope to find water 
between the T\lapory and Koussie fountain. Frans Kruger reported 
that the full number of oxen was not collected together, notwith­
standing all the endeavours made for that purpose. We fixed 
upon the present to be given at our departure tomorrow to 
Serakoetie, so for himself as for his four wives and five children 
namely 

1 best dou hie tinder box and steel. 
1 single do. do. 
3 knives common, brown wood handled. 
1 do. yellow do. 
1 pocket knife first sort. 
1 do. secoud sort. 
1 do. third sort. 
1 do. fourth sort. 
~ pain.; earrings. 
2 gilt watch chains. 

12 pocket looking glasses. 
4tl medallions. 
1 lb. large blue and white beads. 
1 lb. small bead~ different colours. 
l ! lb. fine glass and china JJaintcd beads. 
!J pairs blceve huttous. 
2 handkerchiefs white and red. 
2 caps with urass pl.tte8. 
2 rinfis with stones of No. 2. 

20 gilt ri 11gs. 
2 Jos. llrazil tobacco. 

And we re8eivecl from him a sheep. 
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:Monday December 21st.-\Ve loaded our waggons, and gave the 
present to Serakoetie designed for him. In the afternoon we left 
I>atanie, and travelled in a south-easterly direction, crossed arrain 
Koermana river, and arrived late in the evening at the Mapory, 
where we found the house built by the missionary Edwards and 
his family nearly finished. \Ve encamped here, and agreed with 
Jan Kok that he, in company with Jan Meyntjes van den Berg, 
as soon as possible would ride on in a straight line to discover 
whether between this and Koussa fountain a fountain or sufficient 
water was to be found for our cattle, which he very kindly 
promi. eel. 

Tuesday the 22nd.-W e again sent some of the people in search 
of the strayed oxen, but in vain, and Kok and van den Berg were 
even unsuccessful, having seen no water in the space of a good 
day's journey with an oxwaggon. Jan Cloete and David Kruger 
having been out hunting had each killed a male buffalo, which 
was Lrought to our camp. 

Wednesday the 23rd.-W e were supplied by Jan Kok with 
8 sheep more, which made together with the 6 received on the 
lGth instant, 14 head of sheep, for which we gave him 16 reel 
and white handkerchiefs and 2 pieces linen of those bought at 
Oertel's. \Ve then made preparations for our departure, and we 
found on counting again the oxen that since the departure of the 
expedition 21 head of cattle had strayed, as well by the negligence 
of the provisional veldcornet :Frans Kruger, who had uot over­
looked and reported every day the cattle given to his charge, as 
by the inattention of the hertlsmen, who neither gave information 
of the loss till the commissioners themselves ob~erved the diminu­
tion of the hertl, and although no pains have been spared we have 
not been able to collect them again in the wide extensiYe plains. 
\Ve lent to-day 25 rixdollars in money to Pit:ter Jacobs, which he 
promi ed us when arrived in Roggeveld to repay with twelve 
sheep and a lamb. \Ve also gave 5 rixdollars to David Kruger 
to buy somo necessary articles for his use from Jan Kok. \Ye 
took leave of the missionary .Edwards and his family, and con­
tinued our journey in the afternoon, taking at their request under 
our protection the Bosjesmcn Captain Huiter Zakriver, with his 
comrade Jacob, who had travelled thus far with the missionary 
Edwartls from the place Bly Voornit:::icht, and very anxiously 
wi:,hetl to return to their place of abode. \Y c travelled on south-
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east by south, saw an unknown antelope called by the Boetshoeanas 
Tsietsebee, passed some woods of the giraffe mimosa and karoo 
mimosa on the south-westerly side of the river, and arrived in the 
evening at a very delightful spot along the Koermana river, where 
we remained for that night. 

Thursday December 24th.-Our guide Taati acquainted us that 
he would from hence return to Litakoe. We then presented him, 
in reward for his good services with 

1 tinder box and steel double of the best sort. 
1 do. do. single. 
3 best sort brown handled knives. 
1 pair of earrings. 
2 small pocket looking glasses. 

12 brass medallions. 
3 lbs. small beads different colours. 

11 lb. fine glass and painted china beads. 
2 caps with brass plates. 

A coarse hat. 
15 gilt rings, and 

1 lb. Brazil tobacco. 

He was it seemed very sensible of this ample reward, as be 
considered it, and took a kind leave of the whole company and 
went off. A buffalo cow was shot at a distance of more than half 
an hour from our camp, after which we heard several shots fired 
by our sportsmen, which was followed by the sight of three 
buffaloes and a calf, which crossed the river at about 600 feet 
from us, and ran into the woods. The overseer of our waggons 
Schultze had on a hat covered with feathers, and ran with some 
of the company with loaded guns with a pack of dogs into the 
woods, but the first mentioned before he could see one of the 
buffaloes was surprised by one of these animals and taken upon 
his horns and thrown up against the branches and thorns of a 
mimosa. Happily the dogs were near, and attacked th/3 buffalo, 
by which means Schultze escaped, whose life was in no small 
danger. Mr. Daniell who having also run into the wood, seeing 
the danger, saved himself by climbing into a tree, and had from 
this place a near sight of the horrid scene. This proved that it 
was not every man's business to go to hunt buffaloes. At the 
return of these unfortunate sportsmen we saw that Schultze was 
much frightened and pale, and all over his head covered with 
blood from the wounds made by the thorns, saying that he had 
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further not been hurt, but this soon proved otherwise, for he 
fainted away, but on being bled he recovered. He complained 
of violent pains in the ribs, of which some probably were broken. 
His waggon was arranged in such a way as to give all possible 
ease to the patient, and he was laid therein. We left this place 
in the afternoon, travelling southeast by south a quarter south, 
and left the Koermana river, arriving in the evening at the 
Klaboeligana fountain, where we remained the night. 

Friday December 25th.-W e were visited by several Bosjesmen 
with their wives and children, who at this place fetched their 
water and caused their goats to drink. As we had a long journey 
to do and excellent grass for pasture was in flower, we resolved 
for the sake of refreshing our cattle to remain here till tomorrow 
afternoon with the waggons. Whilst Mr. Somerville and Mr. 
Daniell together with the three Krugers, Jacob, Frans, and David, 
and Jan Cloete went on horseback towards the place where the 
giraffes were seen, in order to try to kill one of these animals, 
having agreed to reassemble on Sunday morning the 27th next 
at the Koussie fountain, the half aums were cleaned and filled 
with water, and everything prepared for the day and night's 
journey to begin tomorrow. The overseer Schultze was somewhat 
better than yel!terday. 

Saturday the 26th.-W e left the Klaboeligana fountain shortly 
after noon, travelling mostly in a southwest by southerly direction, 
We passed in the night the place where on the 29th of October we 
had seen the cameleopards. We travelled all night, without un­
yoking the oxen till the other day, being 

Sunday the 27th, when at 8 o'clock in the morning we arrived 
at the Koussie fountain, where we met again with the second 
subscriber with his company, who related to us that they had seen 
the day before many camelopardales, and wounded some of them 
but killed none. We pitched our tents with the intention not to 
leave this place before the 29th, in order to give the too much 
fatigued cattle the necessary rest. Jacob Kruger killed this 
morning not far from this place a rhinoceros, called by the Boe­
tshoeanas seikloa. We rode in the afternoon on horseback to the 
place, and found the same to be of an uncommon size, measuring 
from the head to the tail 10 feet 7 inches. 

Monday December 28th.-Some of the company went on a 
bunting excursion, but returned without any game . 
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Tuesday the 29th.-W e left the Koussie fountain and valley in 
the aftflrnoon, went on south by west half west, but were obliged 
by the strong and heavy rains to unyoke at 9 o'clock, and to stop 
at about half way to our intended resting place. 

Wednesday the 30th.-W e continued our journey soon in the 
morning in the same direction as yesterday, and arrived before 
noon at the Maggaga or Y zerbergs fountain. Jacob Kruger and 
Meintjes van den Berg, who had ridden on before us, had killed a 
rhinoceros cow, called by the Boetshoeanas magooe, which ac­
cording to their statement is of a different kind from those we had 
seen on the 27th instant, and of a different colour. 

Thursdc1.y December 31st.-Early in the morning we went with 
our Cape company towards the place where the animal was killed. 
It was light ash coloured, the upper lip more flat, the horns much 
finer and more bent to the back part, and the body was in general 
smaller than that which was first killed. Having returned to our 
camp preparations were made for our departure, and by examining 
the consumption we found that in the course of this month had 
been killed for the use of the expedition 43 sheep, 5 oxen, and 1 
cow, and that to the commando and Hottentots in the service had 
been distributed 43 lbs. tobacco. In the afternoon we left the 
Magagga fountain, travelling south-south-west a quarter south 
about an hour and a quarter below the Mackassanie fountain, 
passed by the den or cave from which the inhabitants of this 
quarter dig the shining dust wherewith they powder their heads 
and besmear their bodies, having the said fountain N.W. by N. 
from us, and late in the evening we arrived at the \Velkomst­
fountain. 

:Friday January the 1st 1802.-We resolved to remain here till 
tomorrow, to have the cattle enjoy the good pasture of this place, 
to be prepared for our long day's joumey. 

Saturday the 2nd.-Jacob Kruger killed early at daylight 
almost in our camp a young male of the cacoon gazelle. We left 
the Welkomstfountain at noon, saw several gnoes, hartebeests, and 
springboks, and afterwards 8 Bosjesmen Hottentots, who were 
with us alongside the waggons till night. \Ve went on southwest 
by west, passed the Tjoeka Ijoenie or Dwaalfountain, leaving the 
same at a distance of an hour from us southeast. We arrived in 
the middle of the night at the Kabesiegalie or Buffelfountain, 
where we encamped. 
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Sunday January the 3rd.-"\Ve remained here on account of the 
draft oxen being too much fatigued. 

Monday the 4th.-We left the Kabesiegalie in the afternoon, 
travelled southwest half west. Saw numbers of quaggas and 
springboks. Three of our Hottentots had killed at a great dis­
tance from our waggons three male elands, and one of the 
herdsmen a springbok. \Ve arrived in the night at the Gatie 
t'karnma, or white water fountain, where we pitched our 
camp. 

Tuesday the 5th.-We gave to the Hottentots who were un-
furnished with knives, tinderboxes, and hats 

15 double tinder boxes and steels, 
15 knives yellow wood handled, and 
10 coarse hats. 

The secretary l\fr. Daniell and the assistant secretary rode on 
horseback to the place where the elands killed yesterday laid, and 
took a drawing of the same, caused the skins to be taken off by 
the Hottentots who accompanied them, and brought the same to 
the waggons ; the meat being already putrified by the heat of the 
weather. \Ve left the Gatie t'kamma in the afternoon, the road 
went south-soath-west half west, and arrived in the evening at 
the Aakaap or Hietfountain, where we with the greatest affability 
were received by the missionaries Anderson and l\fr. Kramer, who 
informed us that the Rev. Mr. Kicherer since some days ago had 
passed the Great or Orange river, and that the said river according 
to the last reports was yet fordable. They further related to us 
that the Bastard Hottentot Klaas Africaander, who some time ago 
had murdered his master, Pienaar, lived with his band at a few 
days' journey from ~ence, far below the kraal of Cornelis Kok, 
ancl exercised there his murders and depredations, that he had 
threatened that, he also would make an attack upon the Riet­
fountain, and that they therefore lived here in continual uneasi­
ness. We passed the night in the church. 

Wednesday ,January the Gth.-We received at this place in 
good condition over 78 draft oxen, and returned to the Bastard 
Hottentots the oxen which they had lent us for relays, consisting 
in 48 head. \Ve rewar<led the herdsmen of Jan Olivier for the 
good care they had taken of the same with 3 tinder boxes and 
steels single ones and ti lbs. tobacco, and as the interpreter 
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Miklanga lived at this place he requested his discharge, which 
was granted, and in reward of his good services he received 

2 dou hie tinder boxes and steels. 
2 single do. do. 
6 knives yellow wood handles. 
1 pocket knife. 
6 pocket looking glasses. 
1 lb. blue and white large beads. 
2 lbs. small different coloured beads. 
2 handkerchiefs red and white. 
2 caps with brass plates. 
2 coarse hats. 
2 rings with stones of No. 2. 

10 do. gilt, and 
1 I b. tobacco. 

Bartered from sernral Coras and Bastard Hottentots 12 oxen, 4 
cows, and 3 calYes for 

2 double tinder boxes and steels. 
10 single do. do. 
31 knives brown wood handled. 
40 do. first sort. 
24 pocket knives large ones. 
6 do. middling size. 

61 handkerchiefs. 
1 coarse hat, and 

170 lbs. tobacco. 

We further paid to them for 17 sheep and ,1 goats 46 lbs. Brazil 
tobacco and 10 lbs. Dutch do. We then took leave of the mis­
sionaries Mr. Anderson and Mr. Kramer, and departed in the 
evening in a west-south-westerly direction, and arrived in the 
night at the t'kaarap. 

Thursday January the 7th.-We bartered from the Coras and 
Bastard Hottentots at this place 7 oxen and 2 cows for the 
following articles: 

2 double tinder boxes and steels. 
4 single do. do. 

16 knives common brown wood handled. 
20 do. best do. 
12 pocket knives first ~ort. 
3 do. ~econd sort. 

30 handkerchiefs red and white. 
84 lbs. Brazil tobacco, and one sheep for 

2 lbs. Dutch tobacco. 
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In the afternoon we continued our journey, left our former road, 
and went on southwest through a long pass or kloof, arriving 
before sunset at the northern bank of the Great or Orange river, 
near the Ghoey Kayps drift, where by the care of the Rev. Mr. 
K.icherer several Bastard Hottentots waited on us with their beasts 
of burthen to conduct us through the river, which we in the same 
evening crossed without any accident, and were heartily welcomed 
by Mr. Kicherer on our arrival on the southern bank of the river, 
where high upon the road we encamped. 

Friday January the 8th.- We planned with the said Mr. 
Kicherer a project of going in company with him and some of his 
Bastards next week again through the river to the westward to the 
kraal of Cornelia Kok, which was according to information about 
8 or 10 days from this place, as he was of opinion that there would 
be obtained a tolerable good number of cattle, besides the veldt 
between this and Roggeveld and the fountains were too dry, 
according to the reports of the people he had purposely sent to 
enquire, for the number of cattle of the expedition, and before we 
had copious rains there could not be sufficient water in that veldt, 
and as we should thus be obliged to remain here till the rains had 
remedied this inconvenience, we the more readily accepted the 
plan. And as 'the people composing the Roggeveld commando 
were of no service nor protection to the commission, and far from 
being in any way agreeable, they having shewn upon the journey 
their disgust, inactivity, and unfounded fears, and behaved like 
enemies of all good order, they were judged, in case any unexpected 
event might happen, not to be relied on, and therefore we resolved 
to dismiss the same, providing them with some necessary articles 
for their journey. They were this evening acquainted with this 
intention of the commission. We gave at the proposal of Mr. 
Kicherer some of all the sorts of the articles designed for barter to 
him, according to a separate list, to exchange for the same all the 
cattle which the Bastard Hottentots living with him might be able 
to part with, without inconvenience to themselves. 

Saturday January the 9th.-Jacob Kruger delivered 69 sheep 
for the use of the expedition, which made with those received from 
him the 12th of November, to the number of 46, in all 115, for 
which he was paid 2 rixdollars for each, or the sum of 230 rix­
dollars, and at his request leave was granted him to go and 
superintend his affairs at this river. 
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Sunday January the lOth.-A letter was written to your Ex­
cellency contaiuing a recapitulation of what is noted in this report, 
the disagreeable unhappy result of the barter, and also of our 
further intentions. This letter was given to the farmers who had 
escorted us to be forwarded, and the same being provided with 
provisions for the road, one of the waggons bought in Roggeveld 
with the necessary number of oxen, the Bastard Hottentots for 
drivers, the slave Noel for leader, and the Hottentot Ge1Tit to take 
care of the cattle, was given to them to conduct them home, 
wherewith they this day went away, together with Jan Meyntjes 
van den Berg, his family, and cattle. 

Monday the llth.-We exchanged from the Coras and other 
Hottentot.'3 12 sheep and 3 goats for 10 brown handled knives, 3 
large pocket knives, 29 lbs. fa.rge blue and white beads, 2 pairs 
sleeve buttons ornamented with steel, and 15 lbs. tobacco. We 
caught a fish in the river of about 3 feet 8 inches large, a large 
flat head som6what like the bagger, and of a taste like the eel. 
We augmented the quantity of the articles already given to 
Mr. Kicherer for barter with some other articles. 

Tuesday the 12th.-We observed that the Gariep or Great river 
was much higher, so that the same was already unfordable. 

Wednesday January the 13th.-The river was a little descended, 
but of no consequence. We added to the quantity of the arLicles 
given to Mr. Kicherer some other goods. 

Thursday the 14th.-l\1r. Kicherer sent the remainder of the 
articles back again, together with the number of ~8 oxen, 13 cows, 
and G calves, which had been exchanged for 

49 double tinder boxes and Htccls. 
10 single do. do. 
2-1 common brown wood bandied knives. 
12 do. yellow do. 
66 best brown do. 

118 pocket knives large oneg, 
1 pair of earrings. 
2 small gilt watch chains. 

18 pocket looking glaRRes. 
68 lbs. beruls Hmall of different colourg, 
¼ gross small metal buttons. 

112 pairs sleeve buttons with stones of No. 7. 
5 do. do. gilt. 

117 do. do. with stones of No. 9. 
52 handkcrchicfR red arul white. 

I 

I 

I 
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17 coarse hats. 
12 rings with stones of No. 2. 

144 common do. do. No. 5. 
132 gilt rings. 
36 pairs earrings. 

2 do. do. with stones. 
18 pairs of scissors. 

160 lbs. Ilrazil tobacco, and 
12 lbs. Dutch do., 

Besides 28 sheep and 3 goats, for which were paid 

6 common yellow wood hanilled knives. 
20 best brown do. 
20 lbs. large blue and white glass beads. 
3 lbs. green, red, and yellow small beads. 

12 pairs sleeve buttons with stones of No. 9. 
10 do. do. steel. 
8 coarse hats. 

40 lbs. Ilrazil tobacco, and 
2 lbs. Dutch do. 
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Friday January the 15th.-W e exchanged from the Bastard 
Orange one ox for 6 best brown handled knives, and 6 lbs. small 
red, green, and yellow beads. 

Saturday the l6th.-The Gariep was somewhat lower, but not 
fordable. In the evening a hippopotamus or seacow crossed the 
drift of the river, and passed with the current before the tent 
which stood but 8 or 9 paces from the bank of the river, although 
it was discovered too late, and thereby at too great a distance 
some of our company and the Bastards fired upon it, but in vain. 

Sunday the 17th.-The river was again risen a few i:iches above 
the marks, which prevented our crossing it. It rained to-day, 
which afforded us relief by laying the dust, which was blown up 
by the violent north-westerly winds. We received some pieces of 
a seacow, with a letter from Jacob Kruger, saying that the hippo­
potamus of which this was a part was shot two days' journey 
higher up the river from our camp. 

Monday ·,January the 18th.-W e agreed with Mr. Kicherer to 
send one of the Bastards towards the kraal of Cornelis Kok with 
the samples of the articles designed for barter, and to invite 
the people to bring the cattle they could spare to the Prisacas 
<lrift, as the river, being again higher than yesterday, might 
perhaps remain unfordable for the commission, we would proceed 
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to that place, where the people would receive a sufficient pay­
ment in the articles of which the bearer would shew them the 
samples, who was dispatched for that purpose in the course of 
the day. 

The river daily descended below our 
mark, which gave us hope to reach once 
more the northern bank, and nothing re­
markable happened during these days. 

Tuesday the 19th. 
Wednesday the 20th. 
'fhul'l!du.y the 21st. 
Friday the 22nd. 
Saturday the 23rd. 

Sunday the 24th.-Arrived in the even­
ing an old Bastard from the horde of Oornelis Kok, bringing a 
letter to Mr. Kicherer, who was departed from thence in company 
with three others who had first gone to the Rietfountain, but would 
arrive tomorrow, from whom the necessary information with regard 
to the road and water between this and the said horde would be 
obtained. The river was still unfordable, although somewhat more 
below the mark than in the last mentioned five days. 

Monday the 25th.-One of the saddle horses, a sonel. died 
to-day of the horse disease here on the Ghoey kaps drift, being one 
of the three bought from Oornelis Ooetzee in the Roggeveld. The 
three Hottentots mentioned yesterday arrived, among whom was 
one by the name of Hans Luykeur, who gave us to understand 
that the people of the horde whereto he belonged were very much 
inclined to tracl.e with the commission, as they were in want of a 
number of articles which he was informed were in our waggons. 
We learned from him that there was sufficient pasture and water 
on the road between this place and the said kraal, he offering his 
services as guide. He further mentioned that the already men­
tioned Klaas Africaner with his band continued in their neighbour­
hood with his robberies, and that only at two schofts or two days' 
journey from their place a European by the name of Stephanus 
lived among them, who had some years ago been apprehended as 
a coiner and had broken out of prison, and he had no doubt that 
in case we would supply them with gunpowder and shot they 
would be able with the assistance of the Bastards dwellincr at the 
Rietfountain to make this villain and his accomplices prisiners. 

Tuesday January the 26th.-W e tried to make a float from one 
of the bottoms of the waggons with the covered side uoards and 
the empty casks, by means of spars cut for that purpose, well tied 
together by cords and thongs, but could not finish it to-day. 
Meanwhile we made a proof by the aid of the Bastards who Jiye 
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at this place, who are uncommonly good swimmers, to cross the 
river with a half ballasted wagnon with eight oxen, whether the 
river could be passed without a float, but when nearly on the 
other side the volume of the current turned the waggon over, 
and by the assistance of the above mentioned people everything 
was saved. 

·wednosday January the 27th.-In the forenoon the float was 
finished, and we tried the experiment, but it proved unsucce~sful 
by the violence of the current, even a thin rope of two and a half 
inches and 120 fathoms being brought on the other side through 
one of the branches of the river into the drift with ten oxen, which 
were not able to keep the rope straight, and as soon as the people 
who were on shore and held tho rope were obliged to let it slip, 
thon the oxen wore immediately dragged backwards or sideways by 
the current. We then desisted from the undertaking. Where­
upon the abovementioned Hottentots offered to make a float as 
they are used to do at the Koubakas or Kokskraal, and the dry 
trees in the neighbourhood were immediately cut down for that 
purpose and were brought with their branches near the river, and 
the work was commenced without delay. 

Thursday the 28th.-The float was finished in the forenoon, and 
wa. composed o thin trunks of trees of 8 to 10 feet long, first 
ma<le like a frame of two rows, and the square spaces between 
eaeh row filled up. Two other frames were put upon the fir -t and 
suHkicntly tic<l with conlage and thongs and with the peeled bark 
of the mimosa, and tho square holes of the two upper frames were 
filled with dry reeds and uranches of trees. This being fini hed, 
the 1loat was urought into the water and laden with a chest of 200 
lbs. weight, wherewith eight Bastards, good swimmers, conveyed 
it over the largest part of the river, where the current was less 
violent, swimming and fording as circumstances required. They 
r(•tt<:hed the opposite sido of the river in a declining line of fiye 
points of tho compass, and without tho water haYing run over the 
machine as high as the bottom of tho chest. The load being put 
011 shore, the float was brought down tho river to a place where 
little or no current ran, to gain with the same declination the 
,;uuthem l1ank at the very place they had left it; but while they 
were effecting thi~ encl we casually discoYcrcd a place somewhat 
hi"her than where the float was l1rought over, that a Hottentot 
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not higher than his thighs. Observing that the current was not so 
strong there as at the usual passage or drift, we caused some men 
to ford the river again and put marks on both sides, and having 
returned from the island we measured the depth, which was found 
could not exceed the bottoms of the waggons. We immediately 
left off working with the float, which would have taken us eight 
days before all the waggons and baggage had been transported, 
provided the river did not grow higher, and all hands were 
employed, part in levelling the way towards the new passage, 
whilst the remainder of the people were engaged in loading the 
waggons, which was so happily performed that we were ready 
before five o'clock in the evening, arnl the first undersigned 
with the assistant secretary P. Borcherds passed in the first 
waggon, which was followed by three others, and all before 
sunset arrived at the northern bank of the Ghoey kayps drift 
through both the arms of the river, but the load of the fifth, 
which could not have been so well secured as the others, sprang 
loose, and the two foremost chests on descending into the drift fell 
in the water, but were immediately saved; which however hindered 
the other waggons from passing, as it grew dark, wherefore the 
second subscriber, who with the secretary "·as on the southern 
side, remained Lill next morning. 

Friday January the 2()th.-We perceived that the Dastard 
Hottentot Vigilant had made his escape. He had a few days 
before asked his discharge, which was refused, but had not shewn 
the least discontent, and always behaved very well. The second 
subscriber arrived this morning with all the waggons and caiile 
on the northern bank. \Ye gave Lo Mr. Kichcrcr :JO rix-dullars 
to distribute among the people for a reward for the assistance 
lent to the expedition in crossing tho river during this month, 
and in the afternoon we departed, travelling N K tlu-ough the 
t'kaaraapskloof, where we met with numerous fountains, by one of 
which we encamped that night, where Mr. Kidwrer and Christiaan 
Botman joined us. 

Saturday the 30th.-W c travelled on in tho afternoon in the 
same direction, and arrived in tho evening at the place of ,Jan Kok; 
altered our route to west by south half south, continued our journey 
all night, and arrirnd on 

Sunday the 31st at 7 o'clock in the morning at the fountain 
t'<loecoup, where we found not so mnch water that tho catlfo 
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coul<l quench their thirst. We found that for the consumption of 
the expedition, comprized therein the provisions given to the 
returned commando of Hoggeveld, were used 42 sheep, 5 goats, 
I ox, and 2 cows, and that to the said commando and Hottentots 
had been given 33 lbs. tobacco. In the afternoon we left the 
Ooecoup, travelled N.\V., and encamped at a horde of Corns at 
the t'Kanienghoaps fountain. 

l\fouday :February the lst.-W e left this fountain in the after­
noon, saw on the branches of t)le giraffe mimosa a quantity of hay 
or straw in the form of a corn heap. By nearer examination it 
proved to be the nests of those birds described by former travellers 
in Southern Africa, which live in a great soeiety together under 
one roof, hut wherein every couple has its compartment free from 
communication with each other. On putting our hands therein, 
we found that it was long straw or grass of which the nests were 
composed, and covered with sharp points to the outside, so that 
we were obliged to withdraw our hands, which were as much hurt 
as if we had placed them upon pins. Our route lay N.W. by W. 
·we passed the L'skagaaps fountain, and arrived in the middle of 
the night at the t'Koukamma, where we found very good water, 
and pitched our camp. 

Tuesday the !.nc1.-W e were visited by several Coras. \Ve left 
the Koukamma in the nJLernoon, hut as we discovered that the 
grey horse of 1fr. Daniell was absent, we left to the Coras the care 
of finding it again, and continued our route N. by W. After two 
hours' tmYclling the beam of one of the ,rnggons broke, which pre­
Ycnted·us from going on farther. \Ve immediately cut a new one 
of caree wooll, and placecl the same to l>c in readiness tomorrow 
morning to continue our journey. \Ve pas.-ed the night at the 
t'Gaakaap. 

"\Veduesday February :3rd.-Alreacly early in the morning the 
beam was finishe<l, so that at 8 o'clock ,rn were ready to continue 
our joumoy in the same direction. At noon \vc arrived at the 
t'Uouk:nnma valley, ,,here we caused the cattle to drink. \Ve 
left this place in the afternoon, travelling on N. by \V., "\V., and 
S.\V., so that the course \HJ had taken was joined together N.N.\V. 
In the evening we arri, ed at the <:ariep, at the t'Goedabieb, at a 
horde of Coras, who on our arrirn1 were dancing aud singing. 
Here we micamped. 

Thursday the hh.-Tl1rel' of the <·aptains of the Coras c:alk1l 
:! I I :_! 
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T'haaybos, t'Gaboeque, and t'Goensap, attended by some of their 
horde, came to salute us. We presented them with 

12 single tinder boxes and steels. 
12 commoIL yellow wood handled knives. 

1 pair of earrings. 
4 pocket looking glasses. 

OG medallions. 
G caps with brass plates. 

12 gilt rings, and 
3 lbs. Brazil tobacco. 

We left the t'Goedabieb in the forenoon on account of the hills. 
Our route varied from N.E. through N. to \Vest. The greatest part 
of the road was very agreeable, and gave a good prospect over the 
river and woods. The second subscriber, the secretary Mr. Daniell, 
and Mr. Kicherer, as the nearest way passed alongside the river on 
beasts of burden, whilst the first undersigned and the assistant 
secretary remained in the waggon, and the Bastard Hottentot 
Hans Luyken, who served us for guide, was also seated by them, 
and related that some years past he had been with the well known 
Cornelis Kok on a journey through the dorp Patania and Litakoe 
to the Barrolow nation, and had in a short time exchanged for 1 

beads a few hundred oxen, that these people were very good 
natured and rich in cattle, that he had seen their iron and copper 
melting houses, the latter from a yellow grey earth, that their 
town was so extensive that by going in the morning from one 
extremity to the other a person could not return before next clay, 
that the same was inhabited by several thousarnls, that the people 
were very ingenious in cutting of wood, that their gardens and 
lands were better cultivated and their houses much better built 
than those of the Litakoes, that the trees and plants growing in 
that country surpassed those of the latter, and upon the whole 
that the soil was more productive and plentiful of water than 
those countries which we had visite(l, allll lastly that the town was 
but 8 or 10 days' journey situated from the Boet~hoeanas. This 
account struck so much the first undersigned that he could not 
help expressing his sorrow that he ha<l not six weeks before 
received this information, but at present it was too late in the 
season to reap any benefit therefrom, ber:;ides our stock of pro-
visions was more than two-thirds exhausted. I could not omit 
stating this account for general information. We met in our road 
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many of the Euphorbious plants wherewith it is said that the 
Bosjesmen poison the waters of the fountains. In the evening we 
arrived at the Gariep near the t'kago drift, where we met again 
with the second subscriber, the secretary of the commission, 
an<l Mr. Kicherer. During the night all t.he other waggons 
arrived . 

. Friday February the 5th.- We passed the river for the fourth 
time over five islands, thus the sixth time over the arms of the 
same stream running round the islands, and having more than 
two hours been busy in crossing the same we once again arrived at 
the southern bank safely with all the waggons and cattle. Very 
happily that we had soon in the morning commenced our passage, 
for not long after we had been over, the river increased several 
feet with a violent current, ~o much so that if this had happened 
half an hour sooner most probably nothing of the whole expedition 
would have been saved. \Ve encamped here on the southern bank 
near the t'Gays drift. After a short time the Caffre captain Danser, 
together with some of the horde whose hamlet was situated very 
near this place, came up to us, complaining that he and his people 
not only were robbed of the most part of the cattle in their posses­
sion by the villain Klaas Africaner, but that in his absence by the 
cunning of this malefactor several of his people had been murdered, 
and that on being informed of the approach of the expedition he 
had resolved to request to join the same with all his people, in 
order in case of necessity to attack this wicked man and his 
accomplices, and to try to take him prisoner. \Ve allowed him to 
travel with us. . 

Saturday February the 6th.-Many of the Bastard Hottentots 
anive<l from the Aakaap, who had crossed the river yesterday 
morning at the Goedabieb, at our camp, requesting that as they 
intended to go to the Kou bakas of Kokskraal, that it would be 
permitted to them to travel with us, as they had also been robbed 
of many of their cattle by the above mentioned villain Africaner, 
offering to as ist us against his attempts. \Ve were informed by 
them that the horse lost on the 2nd instant on the north side was 
brought as far a to the GoedabJeb, but that on account of the water 
being too high they had been obliged to leave the same on the 
other side under good care. We left the t'Gays drift in the 
afternoon, travelled west half south. Arrived in the evening at 
the t'Sarokaap, whore we encamped nca:c a. ~amlct of Bosjesmen 
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on the bank of the river. We found here the remains of a 
building, now very much in decay, which was stated to have been 
erected there by the already mentioned coiner Stephanus to serve 
for a church; the ruins of a chair, cross, and seats were yet 
distinguishable. Near the same were a number of giraffe mimosas, 
which were grown np so regularly as made it apparent that the 
same were planted there by man. Here we were joined by the 
Caffre captain Danzer and six of his men. 

Sunday :February 7th.-We continued our journey in the after­
noon, in a northwest half north direction, and arrived at midnight 
at the t'Kariegaap, where we halted. 

Monday the Sth.-We left this place in the afternoon, travelled 
N.N.vVest, anu arrived late in the evening at the t'Koeroehaap, at 
a horde of Coras, where we encamped. 

Tuesday the 9th.-In the morning the second subscriber and 
Mr. Kichercr proceeded on horseback to the Kokskraal, and the 
first subscriher with the rest of the company departed in the 
afternoon in the same direction as yesterday, and arrived in the 
evening at the t'Kaalogaap, where we encamped. 

Wednesday February l0th.-In the afternoon we continued our 
journey, and arrived in the night at the t'Soulooghaap. The road 
lay W.R.W. half W. 

Thursday the llth.-We departed in the afternoon, travelled 
west ha1f south, and were iu the evening welcome<l by the second 
subscriber and Mr. Kicherer at the Koubahas of Kok's kraal, 
where Adam Kok was the chieftain, and here the whole of the 
expedition encamped. 

Friday the 12th.-A commando of the Bastard Hottentots both 
of the Aakaaps kraal and the Caffres of the horde of Captain 
Danzer and those of the Khoubahas kraal, was fitted out and 
numbered to the number of 40, provided with firearms, powder, 
shot, pewter, flints, &c., to make an attack upon Africaner and 
Stephanus, and it was resolved in case they would not deliver 
themselves up that violent means should be opposeu to them to 
try to overmaster the vagabonds. 

Saturday the 13th.-The second subscriber, the secretary, and 
Christiaan Botman set out with the commando mustered yesterday, 
in a waggon of the expedition prepared for that purpose, and 
travelled westwards along the river. In the afternoon we found 
that a Bastard Hottentot boy named Stoffel had absconded, out 
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of fear of punishment for a little theft committed on the 
provisions. 

Sunday February the 14th.-The fir t undersigned received a 
letter from the second subscriber, stating that the commando had 
resolved to attack a little kraal of Africaner which lay the nearest, 
to get if possible by these means information of the place where 
their chieftain and Stephanus were hidden. 

Monday the 13th.-The Bastard Iloelof reque ted that as he 
had obtained leave from the second subscriber to use the brown 
chestnut horse, he might go with it in q_uest of his cousin Stoffel 
and to bring him back again, which the first undersigned 
granted. 

Tuesday the lGth.-At the usual daily counting of the cattle 
some oxen were missed, and Hottentots were immediately dis­
patche1l in search of the same. 

\Vednesday the 17th.-Some of the strayed cattle were brought 
back. The second subscriber and his company returned with 
their waggon. Some of the unarmed Hottentots brought several 
oxen and other trifles out of the nearest kraal of Africaner, 
wherein they had not found him nor any of his people, wherefore 
it had been resolved to return, but the armed commando of 
Bastards and Caffres was ordered to pursue the villains. 

Thursday 18th.-We had the necessary thornwood cut for 
beams, longwaggons, yokes, &c., &c., instead of those that were 
broken, and to be used in case of accident after our departure. 
The remainder of the oxen were all brought in the camp. 

:Friday February l!)th.-W e could not get open our trade, as 
the most part of the Bastards, who posses ed the greatest quantity 
of cattle, were gone with the commando. 

Saturday the 20th.-\Ve unpacked the greatest part of the 
merchandise to shew to the Hottentots, and gave tlle people who 
had remained here notice that in the beginning of next week the 
trade would be opened to supply them with such articles as they 
should choose. 

Sunday the 21st.-Wu assisted this day at the divine service 
performed by Mr. Kichrrnr. The river was swelling some feet 
higher than it had been for the other days we had passed at this 
place. 

Monday the 22nd.-We had the pleasure of seeing the com­
mando return, bringing with them two amaqua women with 
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their children, with the news that they some time after the second 
subscriber was returned with the waggon had stormed the camp of 
the vagabonds, but that they were too soon discovered ; that they 
immediately had extinguished the fire, and favoured by the dark­
ness fled in the woods through the river, and hid themselves in 
the woods of an island, leaving behind some of their greatest 
necessaries, together with their draft oxen that were already 
saddled; but the people had all escaped, and they had not been 
able to take either Africaner or Stephanus, nor any of them ; that 
they had taken two muskets, a large screw, and about three 
hundred head of cattle and one hundred sheep ; and that they had 
fired several shots at one another, but that however none of the 
commando was wounded. Hans Luyken shewed us some balls 
madq of red copper which he had found in the camp of Africaner, 
a proof they had no lead, and as a further proof that these villains 
were short of gunpowder their shots were very feeble, and 
Africaner, who had intrenched himself upon the island, cried with 
tenible curses and threats : " I know very well that the Koks and 
Bastards plot together, and were great sinners in attacking him, as 
he was instructed and had repented, and that they would be sure 
they would not pass another quiet night with their families." 
Hans Koraga also shewed a very good jacket which he had found 
there, and which Adam Kok recognised to have been given long 
ago to Stephanus before he knew who he was, out of compassion 
to his miserable situation. We informed the people that those 
who could by the marks prove that some of their cattle were 
among those retaken from Africaner were to appear at the hamlet 
of Captain Adam Kok, when the same would be restored to the 
owners. 

Tuesday February 2::Srd-Part of the cattle was returned to the 
proprietors, and another share of it divided among the commando, 
and the remaining part was adjudged to the expedition, cunsisting 
in five cows and eighteen calves, in some way serving in payment 
of the following ammunition given for the use of the commando, 
namely 

100 lbs. gunpowder. 
150 lbs. lead. 

15 lbs. pewter. 
50 lbs. shot, nud 

100 flints. 
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A small dispute arose between two Bastards as to which of them 
an ox belonged, and it was decided by us that they both had an 
equal right thereto, for which reason we took the same under our 
catlle, paying five rixdollars to each of them. In the forenoon 
the Rev. l\ir. Kicherer and Christiaan Botman departed for the 
I>risacas drift to the eastward in a waggon we had provided them 
with for their return, under condition to deliver the same in 
Roggeveld to the veldcornet Gerrit Maritz, that on our anival at 
the Cape we should write to him further concerning it, as we 
resJlvcd after finishing our business at this place to return by the 
shortest way, through the Hantam if possible, it was very probable 
we would arrive before Mr. Kicherer at the capital. In the after­
noon we bartered from different persons ten head of cattle, for 
which we paid according to their desire the following articles : 

10 <louble tin<ler boxes and steels. 
10 single <lo. do. 
45 common brown woo<l handled knives. 
20 large pocket knives. 
20 pocket looking gla8ses. 
5 lbs fine glass an<l china painted bead8. 

10 pairs sleeve buttons with stones of No. 7. 
50 do. do. <lo. No. 9. 
20 hats. 
20 rings common with stones of No. 5. 
30 do. gilt. 
5 lbs. Brazil tobacco. 

260 needles. 

Wednesday February 24th.-W e exchanged according to the 
choice of the people the following goods for twelve oxen and a 
bull from several Bastards: 

12 dC1uble tinder boxes and steelR. 
14 ~ingle <lo. do. 
58 common brown handled knives. 
20 pocket knives large one~. 
26 pocket looking glasse8. 
G! lbs. fine glaRs and painted china beads. 
13 pairs sleeve buttons with stones of No. 7. 
65 do. do. do. No. 0. 
26 hats. 
26 rings with stones of No. 5. 
39 do. gilt. 
6~ lbs. Brazil tobacco, an<l 

:330 needles. 
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Thursday February 2iith.-Four oxen were exchanged from 
Bastards for articles as follows : 

4. double tirnler boxes and steelH. 
8 single do. do. 

18 common brown handled knives. 
8 large pocket knives. 
8 pocket looking glasses. 
2 lbs. fine glass and painted china beads. 
4 pairs sleeve buttons with stones of Xo. 7. 

20 do. do. do. No. !). 
8 hats. 
8 rings with stones of Xo. 5. 

12 do. gilt. 
2 lbs. Brazil tobacco, and 

100 needles. 

Friday the 2Gth.-Four oxen and a bull were bartcre<l for 

5 double tinder boxes and steels. 
8 single do. do. 

22 common brown handled knives. 
10 large pocket kuiveH. 
10 JX>cket looking glas~es. 
21 lbR. lino glass ancl paintl,l china Leads. 
5 pairH gilt skcve buttons. 

20 pairs sleeve buttons No. ti. 
10 hats. 
10 rings with stones of Xo. 5. 
15 do. gilt. 
21 lbs. Brazil tobacco, and 

130 nce<lleH. 

Saturday February 27th. -'\Ve obtained seven oxen, and 
according to the choice of the proprietors we gave them for the 
same 

7 double tincler lioxcs and steels. 
14 single do. do. 
26 common brown wood handled knives. 
14 largo pocket knives. 
14 J>ockct looking glasses. 
a lhs. small red, green, arnl yellow bca,1". 
2 lbij. fino gla,s and painted beads. 
7 pairs gilt sleeve buttons. 

16 pairh ~lceve buttons with Rtoncs of Xo. !J. 
1!I pairH do. ornament~,] with steel. 
1-1 hats. 

I 

I 

I 

I 
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for 

H rings with RtoueR of No. !J. 
21 do. gilt. 
;g lbs. Brazil tobacco, and 

180 needles. 

unday the 28th.-An ox was exchanged from a Bastard 

2 double tinder boxes and steels. 
4 common knives yellow wood handle,!. 
2 pocket knives large ones. 
4 looking glasses. 

1 l lb. beads 8111all oues. 
1 pair gilt sleeve bnttonR. 
5 pairs slee\·c buttons ornamented with titecl. 
1 red and white harnlkcrchief. 
:.! hats. 
:.! riugs with stones of No. 5. 
3 do. gilt. 
1 lb. Brazil tobacco, and 

30 nee<lleR. 

We found that for the use of the expedition had been killed 
69 sheep and 3 goats, and that to the Hottentots was distributed 
30 11.Js. Brazil tobacco. And as the Ba,1tard Roelof was not 
returned with t'b.e horse wherewith he was gone off on the 15th 
instant, his account was charged with the purchase money of the 
said horse. 

Monday lfm·ch the lst.-I?rom several persons hn,Ying bartered 
six oxen arnl a cow, the following articles chosen Ly them were 
delivered accordingly: 

7 double tinder boxe8 arnl steels. 
11 single <lo. do. 
32 common brown wood hawllc,! knives. 
ll large 1.ickct kuives. 
3! lbR. sniall rod, grt'en, and yellow beads. 

7 pair, o-ilt sleeve buttonR. 
35 pairn do. with steel. 

7 h,uHlkerchiefa red and white. 
14 hats. 
10 rings with stones of No. 5. 
:.!5 do. gilt. 
11 pocket looking glass . 
3! lbs. Brazil tobacco, and 

180 ncc<l.lcs . 
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Tuesday the 2nd.-W e bartered five oxen for the following 
articles: 

5 double tinder boxes and steels. 
16 single do. do. 
23 common brown wood handled knives. 
10 pocket knives large ones. 
10 pocket looking glasses. 
2½ lbs. small beads. 
4 pairs gilt sleeve buttons. 

25 pairs do. with steel. 
10 hats. 
35 gilt ringR. 
5 pairs gilt earrings. 

2½ lbs. Brazil tobacco, and 
130 needles. 

As our departure drew nigh, we dispatched two Bosjesmen 
Hottentots, who knew the way from hence to the Hantam, to 
take inspection of the situation of the road, to see whether there 
could be found between this place and the Hartebeest river 
sufficient water for our cattle either in fountains or ponds during 
a journey of three or four days thither. \Ve were induced to seek 
this information by the dryness of the country in tbese quarters, 
and promised them a good reward if they woulu fulfil their 
commission speedily, and Lring us accurate accounts of tbe 
state of that part of the country. 

Wednesday March the 3rd.-W e paid to a Cora for a sheep 
three single tinder boxes and steels. 

Thursday the 4th.-We paid to the Bastards for three oxen and 
three cows, for which they desired most part money and a few 
articles, according to their wishes 

40 rixdollars in ready money. 
2 single tinder boxes and stcek 
1 double do. do. 
4 common brown knives. 
2 large pocket knives. 
2 small looking glaRses. 
! lb. bead~. 
5 pairR sleeve buttons with steel ornamented. 
2 hats. 
6 hair crosse~. 

14 gilt rincrg, 
1 ])air earrings. 
:l lbg, Brazil tobacco, aud 

!?0 uccdlc8. 

 

 



Records of the Cape Colony. 413 

Besides to the Kora.s who wished it for three sheep nine single 
tinder boxes and steels. 

Friday March 5th.-A sheep was brought by a Kora, for which 
he received three single tinder boxes and steels, and from a 
Bastard Hottentot one ox, who at his desire was supplied with 

2 double tinder boxes and steels. 
4 single do. do. 
4 knives brown handled. 
2 pocket knives large. 
1 pocket looking glass. 
! lb. beads of J.ifferent sortR. 
5 pairs sleeve buttons with steel. 
3 hats. 
3 gilt rings. 
2 earrings with stones. 
4 pairs of scissors. 
! lb. Brazil tobacco, aud 

20 needles. 

Saturday the 6th.-We gave notice to Captain Adam Kok that 
we intended to leave this place about the middle of next week, 
and that according to our agreement the sheep we wanted for our 
return were to be provided within that time. 

Sunday the 7th.-A report was spread that Claas Africaner was 
in the neighbourhood, ~d only at a day's journey from this place, 
but shortly afterwards we discovered the fallacy of this report, which 
neYertheless had very much frightened the women of this horde. 

Monday the Sth.-W e paid to a Bastard for thirteen gelded 
goats at 1½ rixdollars each 19½ ri.xdollars in ready money, and for 
one sheep to a Cora three single tinder boxes and steels. Three 
cows and one ox were also exchanged to-day for the following 
articles: 

8 double tinder boxes and steels. 
8 single do. <lo. 

18 common brown woo<l han<lled knives. 
5 largo pocket knives. 
8 pocket looking glasses. 

20 pairs sleeve buttons ornamented with steel. 
8 coarse hats. 

12 gilt rings. 
6 pairs earrings. 
2 do. <lo. with stones. 
4 pairs of scissors. 
2 lbs. Brazil tobacco, and 

130 needles. 
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Tuesday March 9th.-We exchanged and gave according to the 
choice of the people for three oxen and a bull: 

0 <louble tinder boxes and Rtcels. 
8 ~ingle do. do. 

18 brown wood ha, died knives. 
3 large pocket knives. 
0 pocket looking gh.·seR. 

32 pairs R!eeve buttons ornamented with ~tccl. 
8 coarse hatR. 

60 pieces of iron of 6 and O inches. 
12 gilt rings. 

4 pairs of scissors. 
2 lbs. Brazil tobacco, and 

130 needles. 

And for a sheep to a Cora three single tinder boxes and steels. 
The Bosjesmen sent to inquire after the state of the country 
returned to-day, and broughL the disagreeable intelligence that 
they had nearly perished with thii-st on their journey, that even 
the Hartebeest river was entirely dried up. \Ve therefore resol\'ed 
to leave this place after tomorrow, and to take our road along the 
southern part of the riYer to the eastward, till ,ve could fall in 
with our former waggon traces leading to Cape Town. 

\Vednesday March 10th.-We exchanged from the Bastards 
two oxen, for which according to tla•ir desire was Jelivere1l 

•1 double tinder boxes a1Hl 8lccl8. 
4 single 1!0. 1!0. 

() brown woo,] harnllc<l h,ivcR. 
•I large 1mckct knivc . 
,j small l"ckct looking glas es. 

Hi pairs 81ccvc huttous on11u11c11!cd with steel. 
•1 com111011 hatH. 

10 lb~. iron i11 pi TCh (j to ti i11d1cs. 
H ri11gH with ~tones of, ·o. 2. 
2 pa.in, of Ncis8or~. 
I II,. Brazil tol,acco, a1Hl 

40 11ccdlc•. 

\Ve prepared everythin" for onr <leparture tomorrow. 
Thursday lbe 11th.-\\' u exl'hanged for the undermPutioned 

artides one ox : 
2 douhlc ti111lcr 1",. e a111l tc!:I . 
::! fi11,.lc ,lo. ,In. 

5 co11111H,11 lirown \\<)(),! li:uulll••l knin••. 
:! lar;;o l"'ckct k11in•s. 
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2 small pocket looking glasse~. 
9 pairs ,leeve buttons ornamented with steel. 
2 coarse hatR. 

13 lbs. iron in pieces from 6 to 9 inches. 
4 fine rings with stones of No. 2. 
½ lb. Brazil tobacco, and 

20 needles. 

415 

Paid to Adam Kok and several other Bastards for 174 sheep 
they had procured for our jouruey homeward at two rixdollars 
each 348 rixdollars, and gave besides to several Bastanls, in 
recompense for <lelivere<l vegetables and milk during our stay at 
this place as well as in rewar<l of their sen-ices in showing the 
way hither from the Ghoeykaps drift, and to the Bosjesmen for 
the inspection they had rna<le of the roc1,<l to the Hantam, 
in all 

•i double tinder boxes ::mtl steels. 
4 single do. ,lo. 

18 common yellow 11·00,l knives. 
•1 large pocket knives. 
~ pair~ earriI1g~. 
2 small watch chains. 
2 rings with stone~. 
2 pair~ of sci~snr .. . 
2 japan ~1 tobacco lx,xe~, and 
2 pieces of linen, of those bought at Oertel's. 

\Ye found that during our stay to different persons who had 
delivered oxen, sheep, and goats to the commission for ready 
money, and afterwards had re<1uested to obtain goods for their 
money, the following articles, to the amount of one hundred and 
fifteen rixdollars and seven skillings had been <lelivered: 

2 double liwler 1"1x1-'S arnl Hlcek 
10 si11glc do. do. 
14 yellow 1rnod humlle<l knivCB. 
35 hruwn !lo. do. 
30 lhH. beaJH large blue ,uul white glasR. 
H lbs. ,lo. H111all ~n•c11 1 yelluw, and ml. 

!l ll,•. fine paiute,I gla~H arnl china hea,ls. 
2~ hawlkcrchiefs rc<l :uul white. 

fl coar c hat~. 
GO Jl,,;. iron in pieccH of G and 9 inchcR. 
:!1 1\1·. ]lr.1zil tubacco, mu! 

1:1~ lhs. ll11t,·h ,In. 
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We left the Koubahas kraal in the forenoon, travelled east half 
north, and arrived in the evening at the Saulooghaap, where we 
encamped, but the northwesterly wind blew here so violently and 
threw up so much dust that we passed here a very disagreeable 
evening and night. 

Friday March 12th.-We exchanged from some Bastards who 
had followed us, and from others who lived at this place, four 
oxen, for which we gave in return 

16 single tinder boxes and steels. 
6 yellow wood handled knives. 
1 lb. small beads red, green, and yellow. 
7 lbs. glass and china painted beads. 

16 pairs sleeve buttons with stones of No. 9. 
3¼ lbs. Brazil tobacco, and 

240 needles. 

A bout the time when the oxen should have been put to the 
waggon an incessant rain began, which prevented our traYelling 
any farther this day. 

Saturday tbe 13th.-After having exchanged two sheep from 
the Coras who 1:ved at this place for 

1 double tinder box and steel, 
1 single <lo. do. 
6 yellow wood k11iveR, and 
! lb. Brazil tobacco, 

\Ve early in the morning continued our journey, and arrive<l at 
noon at the t'kalies, situated near the Oariep, where we unyoked 
the oxen, dined, and in the afternoon proceeded on again in the 
<lirection of E.N.E. half E. We passed some hamlets of the 
Koras situated alongside the river, and arrived in the eveniug at 
the Kaloogaap, where we encamped. 

Sunday the 14th.-\Ve left this place in the afternoon, arnl 
travelled in a S.S.Easterly direction to the Koeroehaap, where 
we remained the night,. 

Monday March 15th.-In the afternoon we procee<letl to the 
Kharieghaap in the same direction as yesterday, where we staid 
all night. 

Tuesday the lGth. In the afternoon we continued our journey 
to the Bosjesman hamlet an<J. horde at the t'Saroehaap, having 
travelled southeast half south, and here we encamped. 

\Ve<lnesday 17th.-We exchanged from these peovlc, who w<'re 
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rich in sheep and goats, four sheep, which at their desire were 
paid with 

4 single tinder boxes and stools. 
12 yelluw wood handled knives. 
¼ lb. Brazil tobacco. 

And lxutcrcd from a Bastard Hottentot an ox for 

1 hcst dou 1.Jlc tinder box and steel. 
2 single do. do. 
2 yellow wood handlc<l lrnives. 
3 lbR. small r0<l, green, and yellow bcmlH. 
1 lb. painted glasH and china heads. 
5 pairs ~leeve buttons with stones of No. !l. 
} lh. Brazil tobacco, and 

GO needles. 

One of the brown horses died of the horse disease raging in this 
part of the country. In the afternoon we left the L'Sarochaap, 
travelled E. by S., passed the t'Kaysdrift north from us, and 
arrived in the evening at the t'Kaboroganaap, close to the river, 
where we pitched our tents. 

Thursday the 18th.-The first undersigned left this place in the 
afternoon with the wagrrons, being oblige<l to take a round from 
S.S.\V. to S.E. to N.E., as the direction of the mountains makes 
the passage nearer to the river impossible, whilst the second 
subscriber, Mr. Daniell, and the assistant sccrcLary on pack oxen 
travelled alongsi<lc the river to the kraal of the CaITre Captain 
Danzer, where they were kindly received, and after having travelled 
all night with the waggons arrived with the same next day, 
beinrr " . Friday March the 10th, before daylight at the t'Karaamakoonaap 
near the river, whore the second snhscribcr, the secretary, and the 
assistant secretary joine<l the waggons again about sunrise. V-lc 
ha<l the misfortune to lose n.n ox by ~ickness. At this place were 
an immense number of locusts. the surface of the earth, Lho woods, 
and everything wn.s covere<l with this insect, n.ml the Bosjesmen of 
Lite adjacent lrnmleL to our camp were busily crnploye<l in collecting 
the same, which Lhey dry and cn.t as n. dainty. The Cafl're Captain 
J)anscr arnl a number of men and women of his honlc paid us 
here n. visit, and we presented them with some Lriflcs, such as 
hca<ls, knives, awl rings. As the cattle were cxLrcmcly fatigued 
from Lhe journey over hills ancl vales and i,;arnly Karoo 
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grounds, we were obliged to po11tpone our departure till next 
day, or 

Saturday the 20th, when we continued our journey in the after­
noon, passing as the direction of the mountains would allow south­
west to south and east to north-northeast, and arrived in the middle 
of the night at the bank of the river near the t'Kabieb, where we 
pitched our tents. 

Sunday March 21st.-Arrived several Coras, who brought us a 
bull, which heing lame we had been obliged to leave under their 
care. We rewarded their honesty with a few knives and some 
tobacco. \Ve could not proceed both on account of the late arrival 
of the oxen, and especially as it rained very heavily. 

Monday the 22nd.-We missed one of our herdsmen, being the 
Bastard Hottentot Cupido. We departed in the morning, and 
arrived in the afternoon at the t'kamt'kamma near the river. 
After having dined at this place, and refreshed the cattle, we 
departed. The secretary and assistant secretary together with a 
Bastard rode with our leave on oxen, to amuse themselves with 
hunting seacows along the river, having agreed that we would 
meet again tomorrow at dinner time, or on the same evening at 
the first resting place. Our route was in general south-south-cast. 
At nine o'clock in the evening we were obliged to halt, on account 
of the heavy showers of rain, accompanied by violent northerly 
winds and continual thunder as loud as ever we heard, at a very 
improper place, where nothing but stones and rocks wore to bo 
seen, to pass there the night with the cattle. 

Tuesday the 23rd.-W e departed early in the morning from this 
uncomfortable place, and unyoked the oxen at noon in the vel<lt, 
where a little wood was found for the kitchen, and caused the cattle 
to be driven on to reach the river the sooner. W c travelled on 
in the afternoon, and arrived with sunset at the t'Koiiap, where wo 
pitchetl our camp, having passed, accortling to the direction of the 
hills from southeast through east to north. \V c were not less 
astonished, and under no little concern, not to meet here our 
compauions the secretary and a.i,sistant secretary, as we were 
ngreed, the more as it had rained heavily all night, arnl they 
were not provided with clothes to screen them against the in­
clemency of the weather, much less with provi~ions, and in theso 
quarters no way was to be soen except those we traced with our 
1n1ggons. 
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\V c<lncsday March 24th.-W e remained here the whole morning 
in continual uneasiness about our fellow companions, from which 
we were not relieved until the signal for our departure by a stroke 
of the whip to bring the oxen together to be put to the waggon 
was given, when they shortly after made their appearance, being 
very much fatigued and hungry, relating to us that they had paid 
for their amusement very dearly the two last nights, as they could 
not find shelter against the heavy rains, and being thoroughly wet, 
they had besides nothing to eat but roots of uyntjes which they 
had digged from under the ground, and of which they had yet 
a provision in their pockets, which they shewed us. We then 
continued our journey together, in a south-south-easterly direction, 
but were obliged after two hours' riding to halt by the continual 
rains, and to prevent the oxen's necks being wounded by the 
yokes we were obliged to unyoke the same, and to remain the 
night in a hamlet of the Bushmen situated near the resting 
place. 

Thursday March the 25th.-W e left this place in the morning, 
travelled on southeast by south in the same direction as the course 
of the river, and passed hard by a llosjesman kraal, Saw several 
hippopotami in the river, and arrived before noon at the t'Jokoham, 
being the place where ta shorten our way we were to make a 
deviation to fall in with our former track. We rewarded our 
guide, the Bastard Hottentot Cupido Jonker, who had shewn 
us the way from the t'Kabrogoonaap to this place, with a few 
tinder boxes, knives, beads, and tobacco for the service thus shewn 
to us. 

Friday the 26th.-Captain Slaparm, whom we had met at the 
foot, or mudderfountain, came up to u~ attended by some of the 
Karas belonging to his horde, bringing with him five sheep which 
we bartered for five single tinder Loxes and steels, 15 common 
yellow wood handled knives, c.nd ~lb. Brazil tobacco. And as the 
abovementione<l guide Cupido Jonker took his leave to return to 
hfa family, Captain Slaparm and two of his men offered their 
services to fill his place and bring us to the Komatoa or J onke1'­
fountain, which we accepted, and as we found at the place along. 
side the river good pasture, we resolved to let the cattle enjoy the 
same for the <lay, and remained here on that account. In the 
afternoon two Bosjesmcn came up to us, whom we asked by our 
interpreter whether they knew the watering places and fountains 
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between this and the Komatoa? which being answered in the 
affirmative, they very willingly offered to shew us these places, 
and that they would join us the next morning for that purpose at 
the time of our departure. 

Saturday March 27th.-We left the t',Tokoham and at the same 
time the Gariep, Great, or Orange river for the last time, travelled 
on S.\V. by S. HaYing been for some time riding on, one of the 
waggons sank in a muddy place as far as to the naves. \Ve were 
obliged to put two teams of oxen behind the waggon to draw it 
back, but as this was performed the waggon turned over, which 
made us lose about three hours before everything was put to rights, 
and we arrived in the afternoon at the Kokoatao, being a river 
which at certain periods flows, but had at present only a little 
standing rain water. \Ve caused the cattle to drink, and went on 
at sunset, arrived late in the evening at the Koennau, where water 
was found, but not sufficient for all our cattle to quench their 
thirst. W c here encamped. 

Sunday the 28th.-Early in the morning we continued our 
journey in a southwesterly direction, arriving in the afternoon at 
the t'Koreeseep, where we found in a very curious rock su!licient 
water for men but not for cattle. This rock was flat, on its surface 
was an opening which led to a deep cave covered naturally with a 
roof so as to prevent the evaporation of the wa ier by ihe heat of 
the climate. After havin" refreshed ourselves and the cattle, we 
J_mrsued our road, and came in the evening to a place to the east­
ward of the Kariekoup fountain, from whence we sent our cattle 
to a place in the kloof or pass of the mountains to the westward to 
drink, and after having <prnnched their thirst they returned to our 
camp. 

Monday March 29th.-In the morning we left this place, 
tnwelling on south l,y west, meeting several IloRjesmen on the 
road, some of whom joined our guides. Saw many ostriches and 
springboks. liaUml a little on the way, and arrivecl in the eveninrr 
at the Komatoa, or ,T onkersfountain, in our former track. l'itchecl 
the tents and cncampecl. 

Tuesday the 30th.-\Ve found on inspedion that almost all the 
spokes of one of the wheels hacl burst through the nave, which wo 
filled with wedges and repaired as well as pos~ible. \Ye re8ohe,l 
not to depart from this place before tomorrow, to let the cattle 
enjoy a necessary rest :mu fee<l on the abundant pasture which ihe 
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place afforded. \Ve divided among Slaparm and his people, and 
to the Bosjesmans who had shewn us the way and the fountains, 
some tinderboxes, knives, caps, copper wire, tobacco, &c., and 
provided Captain Slaparm at his request with a passport, in case 
he might choose to visit Capetown with some of his horde, that the 
inhabitants of the country districts might let him travel un­
molested. Since our departure from the Kokskraal the presents 
given to several Bastard Hottentots, to Koras, to the horde of 
Captain Danzer, and to the Bosjesmen, in reward of services shewn 
to the expedition, amounted to the following articles :-

6 double tinder boxes and steels. 
28 single do. do. 
58 yellow wood handled knives. 
3 large pocket knives. 
1 lb. glass and painted beadK. 

11 caps with brass plates. 
6 lbs. copper wire. 
4 rings with stones of No. 2. 

16 rings gilt. 
5 lbs. Brazil tobacco, and 
1 sheep. 

Wednesday March 31st.-We departed early in the morning 
from the Komatoa. Aft~ an hour's travelling the wheel repaired 
yesterday broke. \Ve found that but two spokes were fastened in 
the felloes, and therefore resolve<l to take them out entirely antl 
put in new ones of the wood we had on purpose taken with us from 
the river. \Ve left this waggon behind under the care of Schultze, 
assisted by some Bastards who thought themselves able to perform 
the task, and provided them with all the necessary implements. 
This detained us half an hour, and we then continued with the 
other waggons S.\V. by \V., arri,ing in the afternoon at the 
Tiuifols1iout, or J3ierfountain, where some of the Bosjesmen whom 
we had seen here at our outset arrived at the same time. We 
supplied these poor creatures with a sheep and ½ 11.>. Brazil tobacco, 
and passed here the night. We found that in the course of the 
month luul heen killed for the consumption of the expedition 70 
sheep nJHl 3 goats, and that to the Hottentots attached to the 
cxpe<li(ion wa8 given 30 lbs. Brazil tohacco. 

Tlrnr~1lay .,\ pril 1st.- As the oxen, when the 1.>reaking of the 
whl•el happene<l ye~tenlay, were already driven on a eouple of 
hours before, we sent in the mvmiug a secornl team 1.i,;ck to the 
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waggon, with a letter to Schultze informing him that we would 
proceed to-day to the Grassfountain, ancl expect him there 
tomorrow. We accordingly left the Bierfountain in the morning. 
The general route was S.W. ¼ S., crossing the two northerly chains 
of the Karee mountains. We met with many quaggas and spring­
bocks on the road, and on passing between the first and second 
chain of the mountain we saw a valley to the eastward, which 
through the darkness of the night we had not observed at our first 
passage. At sunset we had a few heavy showers of rain, and 
arrived in the evening through the kloof or middle chain of the 
said mountain at the Grassfountain. We missed one of the draft 
oxen that had been obtained in the Middle Roggeveld. 

Friday the 2nd.-W e remained on account of the waggon which 
stood behind, and which did not arrive till late in the afternoon, 
and both teams of oxen were exhausted. We found the wheel so 
well repaired that it was even stronger and better than when we 
left Cape Town. 

Saturday the 3rd.-Early in the morning we departed from the 
Grassfountain, travelled S.S.W. by W., met with many Bosjesmen, 
whom we engaged to bring us tomorrow some honey, as all our 
sugar was consumed, which they promised to do. Others of these 
people followed us, and we arrived together in the afternoon some­
what at the north side of the fourth chain of the Karee mountains, 
at the Elandskuil, where we encamped, our new company remaining 
with us. 

Sunday April the 4th.-Before daylight the Bosjesmen engaged 
yesterday arrived, bringing a knapsack containing more than three 
gallons of the best white honey. We rewarded them for the same 
with 6 yellow wood knives, ½ lb. Brazil tobacco, and a couple of 
the best goats, wherewith they seemed extremely well satisfied. 
They left us in the morning, and we continued our journey in the 
same direction as yesterday. Crossed the fourth chain of the 
mountains. One of the Bastards who had followed us from 
the Gariep, called Fiool Dikkop, killed at a graat distance from 
the waggon a male rhinoceros. We arrived late in the evening at 
the Schietfountain, where we were visited by a number of between 
20 and 30 Bosjesmen, most part of whom remained in our camp 
after we had supplied them with food, &c. 

Monday April the 5th.-We departed early in the morning 
i).ccording to the direction of the mountains southwest hy south. 

l 
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After two hours we crossed the fifth or last chain of the Karee 
mountains, passed the Klipfountain situated on the south side, saw 
a number of quaggas, and arrived in the evening at the Lions 
fountain, where we encamped. 

Tuesday April Gth.-We left the Li.ons fountain in the morning, 
travelled S.W. by S. ½ S. Saw again many quaggas, of which 
from a troop of five at a distance of more than six hundred feet 
measured by pacing a young mare of about three years was killed 
Ly the assistant ,'>ecretary in one shot, to our and his great satis­
faction. We arrived in the afternoon at the pool situated at the 
upper part of the Brakke river, where we encamped. We were 
not a little astonished to find this pool, which was about 26 feet 
deep in the middle, about 60 feet broad, and of an extensive length, 
and which to prevent its outlet had but a bank of rocks which was 
situated only two feet lower than the surface of its borders, over­
flowing with water, as the same on our outward passage was not 
eighteen inches deep; which made us suppose that at the former 
time we had been here it had not rained for a length of time, or 
tJ1at th.e evaporation of the water must be stronger here than at 
other places. 

Wednesday the 7th.-W e proceeded on our journey early in the 
morning, and not far from our last camp crossed the river at a 
place where it flowed to the eastward. Our road lay S. ½ W. 
We passed in the forenoon the Patrys fountain, afterwards a relin­
<1uished place of Korf, and crossed for the second time the Brakke 
yi\'cr, where it took a westerly direction, and encamped in the 
afternoon at the southern bank of the same. 

Thursday the 8th.-W e left the river in the morning and 
travelled on in a southern direction. We crossed the Sak river, 
and arrived in the afternoon at the plaoe where the Rev. Mr. 
Kicherer had formerly taken his residence, and where he intended 
to stay again for some time, We here met with Jacobus Scholtz 
and Christiaan Botmau, besides with a number of Bastards with 
their families, who were all busily employed in covering, repairing, 
and building their huts. We here learned that Mr. Kicherer was 
gone to Hogge veld, and was expected to return every day. We 
received here the waggon back again, which we had lent to him at 
the Koubahas kraal, and remained here. 

:Friday April 0th. -We left this place in the forenoon, after 
having delivered to the Bai:;tarcl Hottentots in reward of their 
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good services, 2 single tinder boxes and steels, 3 knives yellow 
wood handled, and ~ lb. Brazil tobacco. Our road lay S.W. by 
S. ½ W. We arrived in the afternoon at the Kruidfountain or Bly 
V ooruitzicht, where we encamped. In the evening we were visited 
by the Bastard Hottentots Nicolaas Barendsen, Hans Kruger, and 
their people, who had arrived in the latter end of last month from 
the other side of the Gariep, informing us that the grey horse 
which had remained at the north side of the said river was under 
the care of the brother of Barendsen, who had promised to deliver 
the same at the first opportunity at Cape Town. 

Saturday the lOth.-We gave a certificate to the Bushman 
Captain Ruiter, Sak river, that he and his people were allowed 
until further order from Government with their cattle to live and 
pasture at a certain unoccupied place called Middelplaats of 
Hendrik Korf, rewarding him and his comrade Jacob who both 
with the missionary Edwards and his family had travelled over 
the Groote to the Koermana river, and from the last mentioned 
river were returned with this expedition, for their assistance in 
the capacity as interpreters for their nation and for other services 
to the commission, with 

4 single tinder boxes and. steels. 
6 yellow wood h:md.k>d. kni vcs. 

l! lb. Brazil tobacco. 
3 sheep, and 
2 goats. 

We left Bly V ooruitzicht in the morning. The road lay south 
around the hills. We passeu the Commauuo or Quagga fountain. 
The Bastard Hottentot J!'iool Dikkop shot an eland cow in sight 
of the waggons, which detained us a little. We arrived in the 
evening at a small pool or ,lei at a great hour's distance from the 
Brakke fountain, where we halted. 

Sunday April llth.-W e left the valley in the morning, 
travelled S.W. by W., and passed at no great distance from the 
Brakke fountain. Crossed the Karee river, and arrived at noon 
at the Ganna kraal, near the northern bank of the Small Hiet 
river, where we encamped, anu as we were now arrived at the 
limits of the colony, we dispatched the Bastard Willem on horse­
back with a letter uirecLed to the V eldcornet of Lower Hoggeveld, 
containiug order to repair tomorrow, between the hours of 2 ancl 
3, in person, with two goou satldlc horses antl a guide, at the 
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place of a certain Van Wyk, to make the necessary arrangements 
with him for the speedy arrival of the expedition in Cape Town. 

l\fomlay April the 12th.-We left the Ganna kraal in the 
morning, crossed the Kleine Riet river, the road lay' W. by N., 
passed the Sellery fountain, and arrived in the afternoon at the 
place of Van Wyk on the southern bank of the Groote Iliet river. 
Shortly afterwards arrived the Bastard Willem, who reported 
that the Veldcornet Snyman had left his place, and that he had 
not seen there any person. We passed here the night. 

Tuesday the 13th.-We continued our journey, crossed the 
Groote Riet river, travelled S.W. somewhat '\V., passed first 
Van der '\Valt's, and afLerwards the De Beer's poort, arrived 
before night at the Kuilenburgs river, where we met Pieter 
Jacobs, who paid his debt of 25 rixdollars Vvith 13 sheep (where 
among one lamb) for which he was accordingly credited. The 
second subscriber resolved to leave tomorrow on horseback for 
Cape Town, in order to give your Honour personally notice of 
the approach of the expedition, and took with him out of the 
effects of the expedition, for the purpose of defraying the ex­
penses of his journey and to reward the guides who should shew 
him the nearest roads, 60 rixdollars ready money, one double and 
six single tinder box and steels. Meanwhile a letter was sent 
to the V eldcornet of Middle Roggeveld, Gerrit Maritz, to order 
him to repair tomorrow morning as soon as possible to the place 
of vVietse van der '\V esthuyzen, in order to confer with the 
second and afterwards with the first subscriber on the means 
to be adopted for the speedy return of the expedition, which 
letter was delivered to Esterhuyzen, living at the river, who 
promised to forward the same with all possible speed. The 
undersigned further resolYed that before the Bastards and slaves 
who had served the expedition were dismissed, they shoulcl be 
rewardecl in proportion to the time they hacl served, so that 
those who should drive the cattle towards the Groene Kloof 
should receive the value of 20 rixdollars in money, tincler boxes, 
knives, tobacco, &c., those who would be dismissed in Hoggeveld 
15 rixdollars each, and ihe others in proportion, with the addition 
of some of the above articles. vV e encamped here after the lapse 
of six months ngain for the second time. 

Wednesday .April 1-:1:th.-Thc second suliscriber acconling to 
our resolution of ye:;tcrday departCll early in the morning, and 
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the first subscriber also left the Kuilenburgs river in the fore­
noon travelling with the rest of the company S.S.W., and arrived 
in the afternoon at the J akhals fountain, the place of Wietze van 
der W esthuyzen, where we met in compliance ,nth our orders the 
veldcornet Gerrit Maritz, who communicated to us that the second 
subscriber, whom he had likewise seen here, had early in the fore­
noon continued his journey, and that he had taken the necessary 
precaution, if the expedition would remain here till after tomorrow, 
that the relays as far as the Roggeveldsberg for the further con­
veyance of the commission should be ready at the proper places. 
He further mentioned that by order of Government not only he, 
but all the other veldcornets, both those in the whole Roggeveld 
as those in the Lower Bokkeveld and the Hantam, were directed 
to provide the expedition with every necessary. An open letter 
was immediately sent to the V eldcornet of Kleine Roggeveld, 
Jacobus Kruger, notifying to him that the waggons would be at 
the Tanquas river by the 16th instant, and that the necessary 
relays, together with two men, for the protection of the cattle of 
Government would be expected at that place, and that he was to 
give notice to the veldcornet in Bokkeveld, Schalk Willem Pienaar, 
that the commission would arrive on the 19th at the Karoo poort, 
in order to make the necessary preparations for its reception. We 
took our lodging in the house of Van der W esthuyzen. 

Thursday April loth.-The Bastard Hendrik Swart offered an 
ox to the commission at the rate of eight rixclollars, which was 
purchased and paid for according to the demand. As the waggons 
were to remain till next day, and some of the Bastards were to 
separate from the expedition to-clay and others tomorrow, so was 
distributed to nine of them who had served the expedition from 
the departure from and return to Roggeveld, namely Kivict, 
Wilderman, Booy, Stephen, Willem, Polak, Arnlries, Pict Licbcrgclt, 
and Hendrik Swart 

135 rixdollarn ready money, or 15 rixdollars each. 
18 single tinder boxes and steels or 2 rix<lollars each. 
36 yellow wood handloo kni vos or 4 rixdollars each. 

13! lbs. Brazil tobacco or 1! rixdollars each. 

And to six others called Fiool Dikkop, Booy Hartog, Mulder 
Rartebeest, Freclrik Kaffcr, Africaander Ka/for, and Gezwind, 
who have served from the Roggevcld, and will continue in tho 
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service until the cattle will be delivered by them under the 
direction of Fiool Dikkop at the Groene Kloof was given 

120 rixdollars ready money or 20 rixdollars each. 
12 Bingle tinder boxes and steels or 2 rixdollars each. 
24 yellow wood knives or 4 rixdollars each. 
12 lbs. tobacco or 2 rixdollars each. 

Besides to Nicolaas Barends and Hans Korega with their 
attendants, who had accompanied the commission from the 
Kruidfountain to Roggeveld, and had formerly served from the 
Kokskraal or Koubahas to the t'Kaboroganaap was given as a 
reward some gunpowder and shot together with 

5 rixdollars ready money to purchase a muid of wheat. 
6 single tinder boxes and steels. 

11 yellow wood knives. 
21 lbs. Brazil tobacco. 
2 sheep, and 
2 goats. 

J<'urther to four servants who had been employed as cooks and 
servants from the departure of the commission and are to continue 
till its return in Cape Town in their capacity, viz. Hendrik Booy, 
Willem, Jan, and Antony, 

80 rixdollars re, dy money or 20 rixdollars each. 
4 single tinder boxes and steels or 1 rixdollar each. 
6 lbs. Dutch tobacco or li rixdollars each. 
4 yellow wood knives or 1 rixdollar each. 

Lastly were delivered to the veldcornet Gerrit Maritz to return 
to the inhabitants of Kleine, Middle, and Lowest Roggeveld 
116 draft oxen which had been provided by them to serve for 
relays from Roggeveld to the country of the Boetshoeanas and 
hack again to the J akhals fountain, viz. 

32 from the lowest Iloggeveld. 
4 9 from the middle do. and 
22 from the kleine do. 
3 in return of the drowned, died, and strayed. 

As Wietze van der W esthuyzen would not receive any money 
either for lodging or for vegetables he had supplied the commission 
with, two japanned candlesticks were given to him out of the 
articles designed for l.mrtering, as a remembrance. 

Friday April lGth.-The waggons which were here received 
from Cornelis Coetzee, now deceased, and which had been almost 
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usecl out on this journey, were solcl to Christia.an van Staaden for 
rixdollars 200, which he paid in ready money. With regard to 
the waggon here received from Nicolaas van der Westlrnyzen, 
which has been found greatly damaged and nearly untranspo_rt­
able, tho same was delivered to the veldcornet Gerrit Maritz, who 
promised if possible to have the same repaired and returned at the 
first good opportunity to Cape Town, or to sell the same for the 
amount of 100 rixdollars, wherewith his account was provisionally 
charged. In the forenoon we departed from "\Vietze van cler 
W esthuyzen's with fresh relays, our road lay S.W. by "\V. We 
crossed that difficult and steep mountain Roggevelclsberg, and 
arrived at the foot of the same in the afternoon, at the legplaats 
of Jan van der W esthuyzen, in the Karoo, where we encamped. 
The first undersigned dispatched immediately a letter to the 
velclcornet Snyman, containing orders that the same without 
losing time and without any excuse should provide six: teams of 
oxen to be in readiness tomorrow morning at daylight at this 
place, and that if necessary he might press the same from the 
inhabitants Laurens Jacobs, Pieter Jacobs, and Nicola.as van cler 
Merwe, who this clay in mounting the Karoo had unteamed upon 
Roggeveldsborg, which letter was immediately forwardell by the 
care of the veldcornet Maritz, who was besides so obliging as to 
go himself on horseback to the Tanquas river to see whether the 
relays to be sent by the veldcornet Jacob Kruger to that place 
were already arrived. 

Saturday .April 17th.-The saicl Maritz returned before daylight, 
but without having found the relays at this place, and appre­
hending that the same might not arrive, he dispatchell letters io 
the inhabitants of Mi<lclel Hoggeveld with orders Lo provide fresh 
oxen at that place by tomorrow morning, to make use of the same 
in case the expected relays did not arrive. As a foe to the Bastard 
.Fortuin all(l the slave T oiil, who lu1<l been in the service of lhe 
e.·pedition from the 12th of October last till the !:3th of ,January 
of this year, until the commando of inhabitants of Hoggeveld was 
dismissed, was given 

1G rixdollars rca<ly money or 8 rixdoll:u each. 
2 Hiuglo tirnlor ho CH aml steels or l do. ,lo. 
:l yellow wuo,1 kuivc8 or 1 ,lo. ,lo. 
1 lb. Br.1zil tobacco ur ,lo. ,lo. 
:l lbs. Dutch <l.o. or <l.o. ,lo. 

I 

I 

I 
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Some relays having arrivccl in the afternoon, we departed from 
this place, and arriw<l in the evening at the Tanquas river, where 
Rhnrlly afterwards in lien of the ordered relays a letter arrived 
from the veltlcornet Kruger containing among numerous frivolous 
excuses that he was not able to get the necessary relays at the 
time prescribed, but that he would send a letter to the veldcornet 
I>ienaar in the Uokkevcld to procure the oxen for that purpose, 
apologizing with some excuses. The first undersigned thus for 
the second time disappointed by the said veldcornet Kruger, 
returned him by the bearer, being one of the inhabitants of his 
district, verbal answer that he coul<l not accept of his excuses, but 
th&.'u he was to repair to Cape Town to apologize for his conduct in 
person before your Honour. Not far from our camp was a place 
situated of Gcrrit Visser, whereto the first undersigned nrnl both 
the sccretriries went on horseback, arnl bought there from the 
Bastard Hottentot who lived at the same some fruit and Yege­
tables, which grew there very luxuriantly, for one rixdollar. The 
river was almost entirely dry, except a little water standing in the 
holes. 

Sunday April 18th.-The vcldcornet Gcrrit Snyman came up 
to our camp, bringing intelligence that the relays from :Middle 
Itoggeveld would arri about noon, and they actually did in the 
afternoon, when everything being ready we took leave of the 
veldcornct Gcrrit :Maritz, who continually from the 14th instant 
ha<l assistecl the commission. We expressed both in the name of 
Government and privately our thanks to him for his zeal and 
assistance shewn to the commission both in !.rOing and returning. 
\Ve then departed, taking the nearest road to Cape Town, and 
arrivecl in the e,ening at the Modderfountain, situated in the 
Karoo, where we encamped. 

l\1ornlay April 19th.-"\Ve travelled on in the morning, pnssed 
the Windheu-rel, arrived. at noon at the Bloem fountain. While 
dinner was lieing prepared a letter was written to the veldcornet 
in l3okkeveld, Schalk \Villem Pienaar, to give him notice that the 
expedition would arrive in the morning of the :),1st instant at the 
Karoo poort, and tha.t he was to take care that hy that time six 
teams of oxen were in rea<1iness, and to give further notice from 
velclcornet to veldcornet. With this letter we dispatched one of 
the brothers Coetzee, who had llriven our waggon from Tarniuas 
river, a)l(l who witit hi~ own three horses made the best of his 
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way, prom1srng to deliver the letter before daylight on the next 
morning, at its direction. After dinner we left the Windheuvel, 
leaving the Government cattle behind under the care of the 
herdsmen, with directions to seek the best places for water and 
pasture, and to drive them on, as they could not follow our daily 
journeys, which were performed with fresh relays, and principally 
to travel with them in the coolness of the night until they should 
arrive at the Government places in Groene kloof, where they were 
to remain. We passed the Gousbloems fountain and Juk river, 
and arrived in the night at the Ongeluks river, where we en­
camped. 

Tuesday the 20th.-W e left the Ongeluks river in the after­
noon, crossed the southern extremity of the Koedoesberg, travelled 
on the whole night on account of the dryness, and crossed the 
fords of the Groote and Doorn rivers, in both of which we found 
no water. With daybreak one of the axletrees of the waggon 
broke, which we left behind under proper care, and arrived with 
the other waggons on 

Wednesday April 21st with sunrise at the Karoo poort before 
Bokkeveld. An express was immediately sent to the next place 
of Pieter Janssen, with directions to hire a waggon and a team of 
oxen in order to take the cargo from the damaged waggon over, 
and to substitute a temporary axletree instead of the one which 
was broken, to be entirely renewed upon arrival in the Bokkeveld, 
which was in a few hours performed. In the forenoon arrived in 
our camp the veldcornet Pienaar with his brother Banmd, with 
all the ordered relays and further appurtenances. We prepared 
everything for the continuance of our journey, and both the 
brothers Coetzee took their leave. We expressed our thanks to 
them for the obliging assistance given to the commission. The 
veldcornet Pienaar left the conduct of the expedition to his 
brother, and rode himself to the damaged waggon to superintend 
the repair. Meanwhile we paid to J>ieter Janssen both for vege­
tables and for the hire of the waggon and oxen rixdollars 13, and 
left the poort, arriving in the evening with all the waggons in 
Koude Bokkeveld at the house of the widow of I>ieter J anse van 
Rensburg, where we remained. 

Thursday April 22nd.-All possible speed was made to prepare 
a new axletree from the wood cut on purpose at the Gariep, which 
was finished before sunset, and all the waggous, being provitleu 

 

 



Rl'cords of the C'apc Colo,iy. 431 

with fresh relays, were sent in the night under the care of the 
overseer Schultze to the Schurfcle Berg, as far as to the place of 
the velclcornet Johannes Hugo. \Ve paid to Van der l\ferwe for 
the repair of the axletree 2 rixdollars, and the first mentioned with 
the secretary and assistant secretary remained at the house of the 
said widow Van Rensburg (at the instance of Barend Pienaar) to 
pass the night, and agreed to depart at 2 o'clock in the morning 
with moonlight. 

:Friday the 23rd.-W e rode before daylight with the horse 
warrgon from the place of the widow Van Rensburg, driven by 
the saill Pienaar, passed the place of Joosten, and arrived after a 
few hours' riding at the place of the velclcornet Johannes Hugo at 
the Schurf<le Berg, where the overseer Schultze was arrived with 
all the waggons at midnight. We here enjoyed the pleasure of 
receiving, after six months and 23 days, for the first time intelli­
gence from our relations and friends from Cape Town, and were 
also honoured with a letter from Government of the 19th instant, 
whereby the first subscriber was authorized to leave the waggons 
and further appurtenances of the expedition to the care of the 
overseer chultze, and that your Honor had been pleased to direct 
that the first undersigned with the secretary Mr. Daniell and the 
aRsistant secretary l\fr. Borcherds, on the receipt of this letter 
would proceed as soon as possible, and in the most convenient 
manner, to Cape Town. After having made some arrangements, 
arn.l having paid to Van der Merwe for account of Mrs. Van 
Henslmrg, for lodging and hire of a horse waggon 12 rixdollars, 
we prepared for our return, taking loove of our friends at this 
place, and heing provided with horses and a guide by the said 
Hugo, we left, them in the forenoon, mounted the most horrible 
ro:tcl of the Schurfdeberg, which is hardly to be passed by waggons 
on account of the many rocks and difficulties which obstruct its 
passage, and arrived in the afternoon at the place of J ochem 
Hchols. Having dined at this place and refreshed the horses, we 
departell, and reached aft,er a few hours the foot of the Witzenberg. 
The road to pass the same is of a similar nature to the Schurf<le-
1> •rg, and not to Le passed without t,he greatest diflicult,y and 
danger. Having arrived at its summit, we had a pleasant pros­
pect, over the houses and lands of the country of W averen, de-
1,ccndetl the ic;ame, and arrivell in the evening at the house of 
,Jacobm; de \V ct, at Hoodeza1ul, where we met with the llev. Mr. 
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Kichcrcr, who delivered a letter from the second subscriber, from 
which it appeared that the Raid Mr. Kiclwrer was authorized by 
your Excellency to take some of the articles of the cargo of the 
waggons, as he judged proper, for which he would account to 
Government. We passed here the night. 

Saturday April 2-!th.-We sent during the afternoon to inquire 
in the neighbourhood whether a waggon or other conveyance was 
to be obtained to bring us to Cape Town. Meanwhile a letter was 
written to the veldcornct of Groeneberg, to inform him that the 
waggons of the expedition were to arrive tomorrow, or the day 
after, at his place, and that the same expected to find the necessary 
relays in readiness, that this information was to lie circulated from 
vcldcornet to vcldcornet as for as in the Cape district, where the 
waggons were to pass, in order that the necessary provision might 
be made. And as at noon no waggon was yet obtained, Mr. De 
W ct kindly offered to take his covered cart with six horses, to 
proceed therewith to the Eikeboomcn, at the widow Louw's, or to 
cross the nerg river near l3urgersdrift and to go to the place of 
the widow ltoux, which we accepted, and paid for the hire of the 
cart and a fee to the coachman and leader together 7 rixdollars. 
In the afternoon we went from Hoodezand through the kloof, 
crossed the Kleine Berg river, and arrived in the evening at the 
l~ikeboomcn, where Lhc house was shut an<l the mistress not at 
home. \Ve went on, crossing the Groote Berg river near Burgers­
drift, touched at the place of Mrs. ltoux, but ha,ing the same 
misfortune of not finding her at home, we rocle t,o the Paarl Rlot, 
at the wiclow Hoppc's, where we arrived late in Lho evening, and 
met with a most friendly reception. 

Sunday April 25th.-This kind woman conc1cscendcd at our 
request with t,hc greatest politeness to give us her tent waggon 
wit,h eight horses, without our being able to make her accept any 
hire for the same, to bring us to the Tygerherucn. \Ve prcsentecl 
the slaves in the house and those belonging to the waggons with 
five rixdollars, an(l lefL in the morning, arriving at noon at the 
Phaisant,e kraal, the place of Adriaan Louw, ,Jacol>sz, at tho 
Tygerhcrgen, from which place notice was given by a letter to 
the veldcornet Jan U ys of the approach of the waggons. After 
dinner we left the Phaisante kraal in the waggon of Mr. Louw, 
and arrived after an hour at the place of Mr. ,T. ,J. Vos, ~faeslricht,. 
According to agreement, we returned the waggon immediately, 
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raying a rixdollar to the coachman. l\fr. Vos and his family not 
heing at home, all the horses used to the carriages were taken 
from the place, but anxious to arrive this evening in town we 
took from the unbroken horses, and formed a team of six, which 
were put to the waggon of Mr. Vos, and one Fredrik Mont, a 
famous coachman, offered to bring us with the same to town. We 
proceeded very quietly with the same, and without any trouble, 
until about the distance of an hour from town the horses being 
frightened turned hastily in au outworn road, and overturned 
the waggon. Ilappily no person was hurt, and the waggon being 
lifted up we proceeded, causing the leader to run before the horses 
as a measure of prudence. \Ve arrived between 8 and 9 o'clock, 
and dismissed the leader with a fee of two rixdollars. 

God be praised for his gracious a sistance and guidance during 
this our so distant and dangerous journey through deserts and 
rivers into an unfrequented country. 

Here we might close as travellers, but as directors of the opened 
trade we ought to expect the return of the waggons, to notice what 
has happened since we left them behind. And as the books and 
the balance of the same, kept of the trade, will shew at large the 
disposal of the articles entrusted t.o us, it will be sufficient shortly 
to remark: 

That the six waggons of the expedition on the 6th of May with 
the remnants of the goods have arrived at Cape Town. 

That on their arrival the overseer had reported that the Rev. 
Mr. Kicherer on the 27th of April last at the Roodezand had 
received from the goods, both of those designed for barter and for 
use, the articles specified in the list he had formed thereof, anci 
which he delivered in the mean time to us. 

That these articles of those designed for barter have been 
charged according to the invoice, and those for use according to 
the lessened value of the account of Mr. Kicherer to the amount of 
rixdollars G77l. 

That the sheep and goats killed for the use of the expedition in 
the month of April amounted t.o 57 sheep and G goats. 

And that at the undermentioned dates have been accounted for 
as follows :-

On the 3th of May for a sum of rixdollara 4271 (tl for the 
consumed provisions, liquors, &c., the lesser value of the 
waggous and appurlenarn.:es, an<l articles lost and broken from 

IV. ~ 1" 
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the departure from till the return of the expedition in Cape 
Town. 

On the 29th of May for the amount of eight rixdollars for the 
invoice of four shirts for the faithful Boetshoeana arrived with us 
in the capacity of guide and interpreter, Ruiter Makauta. 

On the 30th of l\Iay for the sum of 182± rixdollars for seven 
months hire of a Hottentot, hire for horses for dispatching letters 
and several expenses paid by the overseer Schultze since the 
waggons were left behind under his care, as also for the con­
sumption of the Hottentots who have watched the cattle, 
which has amounted in the course of the month to 21 sheep 
and 2 goats. 

1st of June.-The above mentioned six waggons have been 
delivered by your Honor's order to the Department of the Deputy 
Quartermaster General. 

10th of June.-150 rixdollars were paid to Willem Wium for 
account of several inhabitants of Middel Roggeveld for sheep 
delivered on our departure. 

11th of June.-Some of the remainder of the pieces of iron were 
sold at public auction together with some articles used by the 
commission and a saddle horse, which after deduction of the 
expenses rendered 831\ rixdollars, which havP. been duly paid by 
the venduemaster Mr. Matthiessen on the 19th following. 

12th of ,Tune,-The value of rixdollars 1207H on the invoice of 
the rema.inder of some articles has been delivered over, agreeable 
to your Honor's order, to the Secretary of Government. 

30th of .June.-The following accounts were charged:-
Account of Presents with Rds. 49-4, for clothes bought 

for ready money for the above mentioned interpreter Makauta 
to the amount of Rds. 37-4 and for a musquet given to him 
Rds. 12. 

The cash with 1200 rixdollars for the amount received from the 
Department of the Deputy Quartermaster General, for which the 
six waggons have been valued. 

At the charge of cattle has been entered the amount of the 
articles spent in the transaction Rds. 175-4. 

The account of expenses has been further charged with rix­
dollar& 66 ready money paid for hire of horses to Schultze, and 
the cloth.es bought for the Bastard Fiool Dikkop in reward of his 
ervices in uttending the cattle from the Gariep to the Groenc> 
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Kloof, and to Mr. C. J. Gie for account of Wium for the sheep 
obtained between Bokkevelds poort and Karoo on our outward 
journey, and also for the consumption of the Hottentots serving 
with the cattle of 16 sheep. 

The Government is charged with Rds. 1097H for the cattle 
delivered for further care to J. Fles on t~e 20th instant, agreeable 
to order, consisting in 50 sheep and 212 head of cattle, viz. 

154 old oxen. 
36 young oxen. 

3 bulls, and 
19 cows. 

And the account of loss with Rds. 321½ for the invoice of 72 
head of cattle, consisting in oxen, bulls, cows, and calves, among 
which are computed the three restored in Roggeveld and 69 which 
since the 19th of April that the same were left behind in the Karoo 
on their route to Groene Kloof have died from want of food and 
water. 

On the 5th of August Government was charged to the account 
of the cattle with Rds. 2950H for the augmentation of the value 
to which the oxen have been estimated above the original cost, and 
the same were for the said reason charged with the same amount 
to the account of gain. 

And lastly on the 31st of August the following accounts 
occur: 

The amount of Rds. 323 for five months hire of six Hottentots 
from the 1st of May to the last of September, for board, tobacco, 
wages, &c., and for some trifles to the interpreter Makauta for his 
return. 

The account of loss charged with Rds. 25½ for the gain upon the 
goods delivered in lieu of money at the Koubahas kraal. 

The Government charged with Rds. 7631H for the amount of 
all the expenses of the expedition, and 

On the other hand credited by balance with Rds. 2309 for the 
gain, after deduction of the losses sustained, and also the cash for 
the delivered balance in ready money with Rds. 744-4-3, and the 
other debtors all charged, to close by balance. 

The undersigned thankfully expressing their feelings for the 
generous manner in which your Honor has been pleased to reward 
their trouble and labor, and that of the secretaries and overseer oi' 

2 F 2 
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the expedition, which by far exceeded their expectation, presume 
from this omen to believe that their transactions will be favored 
with your approval, of which they humbly beg to offer your Honor 
this report. We have &c. 

(Signed) 

CAPE OF Goo» II0P11, ,fogust 318t 1802. 

[Original.] 

P. J. TIWTER, 
W. SOMERVILLE. 

Letter from MESSRS. BENAIJ, MULLER, and DrnBETZ to MESSRS. 
BARROW and MAx:wELL. 

CAAP STADT den 8 September 1802. 

MrJNE HEEREN,-Hoe zeer de verzekering vervat in UE missive 
van den 31 1. 1. 01ntrend de benoodigde graanen voor de verwacht 
wordende Bataafsche Troupes en Oorlog cheepen alzints redelijk 
en voldoende is, is het echter noo<lzaakelijk eene positive bepaaling 
dien aangaande te maken, ten einde de voorloopige arrangementen 
zo van aanbesteeding van brood als anderzints te kunnen bewerk­
stelligen ; om op het oogenblik van de aankomst der Scheepen 
doze distributie te doen aanvang neemen. 

Ingevolge van dien hebben wij de eer UE : bij doze te verzoeken, 
om op den 1° October aanstaande, (of zo veel vroeger in<lien het 
arrivement van eenig Schip of Scheepen dit noodzaaklijk maakte) 
aan ons uit het Gouvernernents Koorn Pakhuis te <loen afgeeven 
400 mud<len Tarwe; zullen<le deze quantiteit strekken voor de 
subsistentie geduurende de eerste twaalf of veerthien <lagen der 
Bataafsche Krijgsmacht, en geene verdere aanvraag voor dezelve 
gedaan worden <lan in derzelver arrivernent. 

Daar het vertrek van een ge<leelte <ler Enge1sche Troupes ruimte 
in <le Cazernes zal te weeg brengen zou<le hot ons 1,ijzon<lcr 
aangenaam zijn <lat de geevacueenle Locaalen in <lozelve, als mode 
die thans tot Magazijnen worden gebruikt, onverweild ter onzer 
<lispositie wier<len gesteld, ten einde die 'tot receptio der Troupes 
te kunnen doen prepareeren. 

De Gouvernements gebouwen geene ressources voor het Loge­
rnent der Officieren opleveren<le, zal het rnisschien nodig zijn dat 
dezelve geduurende ten minste de eerste agt <lagen Lij de In­
woonders worden i.ngequartienl, kunnende zij zich in di,m tusschen 

 

 



Raords of the Cape Colony. 437 

tijd voor hunne rekening verdere inwooning bezorgen. Ten dien 
einde solliciteere wij minzaamst door de regeering dezer plaats de 
noodige Logements billetten voor het volgend getal officieren te 
doen vervaardigen, op de wijze als zulks in Europa gebruikelijk 
is, en deze Billetten aan ons te willen doen ter hand stellen, 
namelijk voor 

!) Colonels of Lieut : Colonels, 
4 Majors, 
44 Capitains, 
!)8 Lieutenants. 

Het verstaat van zich zelve dat voorn: getal Officieren op ten 
minste i gedeelte getrouwde moet worden gereekend. 

Eindelijk, l\Iijne Heeren, solliciteeren wij nog een Somma van 
Vijf Duizend Hijxdaalclers in de loop van deze week uit de 
Gou vernemeuts Cas aan ons te doen uitbetaalen. 

Met de rneeste consicleratie hebben wij de eer te zijn &c., 

( Geteekend) A. MULLER, 

[Original.] 

R DE KLERK DIBBETZ, 

J. F. BENAIJ. 

Letter from MESSRS. BENAIJ, MULLER, and DIBBETZ to MESSRS. 

BAJUWW and MAXWELL. 

:MrJXE JlI~EREN,.__ \Vij verzoeken UE bij deze dat aan ons binnen 
de tij<l van agt dagen mag wonlen tor hand gesteld, een somma 
van Tien <luizend Hijxclaalders, uit zodanige montant van pen­
ningcn, op welke wij ingevolge UE veel geeerde missive in dato 
30 .Augustus I.I. gunstige toezegging hebben gekreegen. 

Insgelijks neemen wij de vrijhoid UE gedienstig te verzoeken, 
of het niet moogelijk is, <lat aan ons behalve het vergunde ~etal 
van Slaaven, nog wordt geaccordeert eon getal van Tien Jougens 
doordicn het grootste gcdceltc cler slaaven aan ons geleencl, tot het 
in orclor brengen van de Tlmijn en het lmis aa,n het Ronde Bosje 
gebruik!. worden. Wij hebben &c. 

(Gctookend) A. MULLER, 

,ur ~T.A.D, rltn 1 S,ptember 1802. 
J. l!'. BEK.\IJ. 
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[Original.] 

Lettf!/1' from MESSRS. BENAIJ, MULLER, and DIBBETZ to MESSRS. 
BARROW and MAXWELL. 

MrJNE HEEREN,-Daar wij bij UE missive van den 10 cleezer 
toesegging hebben ontfangen van op Jen 1 October aanstaanclen 
uit Gouvernements Magazijnen de quantiteit van Vier Hondert 
Mudden Tarwe te zullen bekomen ; verzoeken wij UE thands 
ons nader te willen bedeelen, op welke wijze de aflevering zal 
plaats hebben. 

Het pakhuis welke wij tot dat einde ingehuurd onder opzicht 
van de Heer Carel David Wentzel gesteld hel>ben, is gelegen in 
de Leeuwen Straat. 

UE antwoord te gemoed ziende, hel>ben wij de eer met <le 
meeste hoogachting te zijn &c. 

(Geteekend) A. MuLLEU, 

CABO DE GOEDE HOOP den 25 Sepumbtr 1802. 

R. DE KLEHK DrnuETZ, 
J. l◄'. BENA1J. 

[Copy.] 

Government Advertiscrne,it. 

The unfavourable Weather <luring the month of September 
having prevented the ]◄'armers of the District of the { ~ape, of 
Stellenbosch and Drakenstein, from fully complying with the 
orders issued in the proclamation of the 27th of August last, 
His Honor the Lieut. & acting Governor has been pleased to 
extend the term for the several :Farmer::i completing the remaincler 
of the respective quantities of Corn a J.etermine<l hy the Com­
missioners until the end of the present month of October. 

At the same time His Honor warns all the said Farmers that 
such as shall at that period not have compleated tho delivery of 
the Corn stipulated, will immediately have the penalty expressed 
in the saicl proclamation enforced upon them. 

Castle of Good Hope, 4th October 1802. 

(.'igned) IL Ros:;, Deputy Secretary. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from MESSRS. BENAIJ, MULLER, and DIBBETZ to MESSRS. 
BARROW and MAXWELL. 

MIJNE HEEREN,-Wij hebben de eer UE te communiceeren de 
ontfangst van uwen brief van den 30 1.1. met bet daar bij gean­
nexeerde paket met hondert en Tachtig billetten, welk tot 
buisvesling voor de verwagt wordende Bataafscbe Officieren 
zijn ingericht: Wij bedanken UE voor de moeite die UE ten 
dien aanzien hebt gelieven te neemen. 

Wij maken van dezen gelegenheid gebruik UE voor te dragen, 
dat daar onze uitgaaven daagelijks meerder worden, en wij tot 
heden maar Vijfthien Duizend Hijxdaalers ontfangen hebben, of 
men aan ons ingevolge de gunstige dispositie van zijn Excellentie 
den Heer Gouverneur Dundas op de door onze Oommittenten 
verzochte Som van Een hondert duizent guldens hollandsche 
valuatie, alhier uit 's Gouvernements kas te kunnen erlangen, 
geliefden te accordeeren, Dat binnen zekere bepaalde termijn de 
nog ontbreekende penningen zoude kunnen worden uitgereikt, 
ten ein<le wij onze mesures daar na kunnen neemen. 

In~gelijks neemen wij de vrijheid te proposeren dat dewijl 
tegenwoordig veel Graanen in de Stael aan gebracbt wordt, en wij 
gaarne de bakker die de leverantie van brood voor de verwacht 
wordonde J3ataafsche troepen heeft aangenomen, willen faciliteren, 
dat aan ons behalven de toegezeide quantiteit van Vier hondert 
Mu<lden, nog successivelijk zo veel koorn worde afgestaan, als na 
aftrok <ler ordinaire consumptien in voorraad overblijft. 

Wij verzoeken UE aantonemen de vernieuwde blijken van 
hoogachting waarmeede wij de eer habben te zijn &c. 

(Ueteekond) A. MULLER, 
J. }'. BENAIJ, 
R D~ KLERK DIBBETZ. 

U.u.r STADT dw 4 Oct.obc1· 1802. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from MEssns. BENAIJ, MULLER, and DrnnETZ to MEsans. 

BARROW arul fAXWELL. 

MIJNE HEEREN !-Ingevolge onze laatst g •hou<len conferentie 
hebben wij de eer UE bij dezen te proponeren. 

Dat zodanige goederen, ustensile gere •<lschappen en arnlere 
benodighedens meer, welke het Engehch Gouvernement ten 
behoeve van het Bataafshe zouden willcn ceueren, en waarvan 
de waarde voorlopig is geevalucerd, <loch welke "\\ij liefst aan 
de finaale dccisie van de verwacht wor<lende 'omrnissaris Oeneraal 
gedefereerd laten, aan ons, onder behoorlijke re~ms rnogen worden 
afgegeeven. 

Wij betrouwen, daar wij tot heden de equiteit van alle UE 
haudelingen in zo eene groote maate hebben ondervonden, ten 
opzichte van de •ze overnaame en de klcine diiforentie die er Lij 
de wederzijdsche taxatien pl, ats greepen, <lat dezelve in do 
toekomst geen zwa.arigheid zullen ontmoetcn. Wij verzoeken ec. 

(Geteekend) A. l\IULI£R, 

CAAP STADT clen 5 October 1802. 
R l)y KwmK DrnB~:T,~ 

(Original.] 

Letter from, VICE ADMIRAL Cuum; tu EVAN NEP1a:-,-, EsQm:. 

Laneastfr, 'l'AIILE DAY, 

CAPE 01!' Goov llol'E, 8th October 180-.!. 

Arn,-This Letter will contain for the information of their 
Lordships a detail of tho occurrences here since my two letters of 
tho 21 t and one of the 25th Augu~t. 

In one of my Letters of the 21st of A1J<,ust, above alluclecl to, 
I set forth the probable number of persons there would be to be 
carried to En !und upon the evacuation of the Colony, and also 
how many of them coultl be conveyed home in the Hhips of tho 
8quarlro11. Lieutenant (knP-ral lJumlas being extremely desirous 

I 

I 
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of securing the mean of carrying away the remainder, strongly 
urged to me the necessity of provicling Ships for the purpose, if 
practicable. fo my Letter to you abovementioned I stated that 
there were here three Merchant Ships that might possibly be 
-attained, bllt according to the suspicions I therein expressed, the 
,demands of those who had the disposal of them were of the most 
exorbitant natuce. Two of thorn, however, were afterwards taken 
:up by the Agent of tbe East India Company, to carry Troops to 
Iudia, and at no unreasonable price, because the owners counted 
upon the advantages which would result to them from their 
-carrying upon Freight a Cargo from India to England. The 
owners of the third Ship before alluded to, called the Bcgona, 
having come to such terms as I deemed fair and reasonable, she 
was conformal>ly to the rules of the Service in such cases, hired 
as a Transport and fitted accordingly, under the superintendence 
of Lieutenant Street of the Laiu;astcr whom I appointed Agent for 
Transports, it being iudispensillly necessary to appoint an Officer 
for that Service, and the resident Agent having pursuant to orders 
from the Transport Office returned to England in the lmpcrieuse. 
The Transport before mentioned left Simons Bay, where she was 
taken up, with the Ships of the Squadron on the 30th ultimo in 
order to remove to Taole Bay, but meeting with a strong S E Gale 
at the entrance of it on the 1st instant, bore up as is usual in such 
cases, to Anchor in the road of Roben Island, but unfortunately 
during the ensuing night got on the rocks and was entirely lost. 
Lieutenant General Dundas being extremely solicitous another 
::Ship should bo hired for the same purpose as the one lost was 
engaged, and there lieing one now in this Bay suitallle for the 
occasion, it is my intention to cause her to lie taken up, if it can 
lie done on any reasonable terms. Indeed the procuring, if 
possililo, con voyance for tho Troops that are to return to England 
is absolutely indispensiule, for wore any to be left behind, every 
moans would lie underhandedly taken to induce them to Desert 
and remain in the Colony. 

lu my other Letter of the 21st August liefore alluded to, I 
mentioned an armngemont in contemplation, for removing the 
Troops posted on tho Eastern extremity of the Settlement ; but 
the Dutch Ollicers declined the proposal. Upon which Lieutenant 
Goner.il Dundas determined Lo go to the Frontiers himself, in order 
to see the state of things there, and to adopt the necessary 
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measures for withdrawing the Troops, if possible ; and I ac­
cordingly sent the Rattlesnake to carry him to Algoa Bay. He 
returned in her on the 1st instant, and in that Ship, and in the 
Penguin, and in a Ship in the Service of the Colony, he brought 
away the chief part of the Troops, the remainder stationed in the 
Country about 150 Miles from Algoa Bay, marched towards the 
Cape by Land. 

All the Ships and Vessels of the Squatlron ~cept the Euphrooynt 
Armed Brig are now in this Bay. The Officer left with the 
Command at the Cape in the absence of Lieutenant General 
Dundas, being extremely desirous of sending to the Lieutenant 
General a dispatch, and it being deemed impracticable to send 
a messenger to Algoa Bay by land, owing to the present hostile 
disposition of the Skellam Hottentots, who have been joined by 
some Caffres, I sent the E11phrosyne with the Dispatch; Sln.e 
passed the Rattlesnake when the Lieutenant General was on 
the passage, without seeiug her, and the Eicphrosyne is not yet 
returned. 

The Dutch Squadron and the Transports, mentioned in my 
Letter of the 25th of August as having anived in Simon's Bay 
a few days preceding, did not leave that Bay in prosecution of 
their voyage to Batavia until the 21st ultimo. I have much: 
satisfaction in assuring their Lordships the utmost cordiality 
between them and all the :English here suhsisted during their 
stay; and upon their departure the Commodore wrote me a most 
flattering Oflicial Letter, to express his acknowledgements for the 
attention that had Leen shewn him and his people, aud for the 
assistance he had receivetl. 

It being hardly possible the Sq_uadron will again return to 
Himon's Bay, every thing is brought away from thence, and the 
Hi1idostan is completely full. Rome uuserviceablo Taval Storcq, 
and a few other Articles not worth sending home, and for which 
indeed tliere is no conveyance, have been sold by public Auction. 
There remain some Hpars which we shall be unable to uriug 
away, and which shall be disposed of in the manner the most 
advantageous to His :Majesty. There are also a <1uantity of Dutch 
Ancho1·s found here when the place was taken, and are upou the 
charge of the Naval Storekeeper. The most of them are old, and 
none of them suitable for the King's Service, and by no means 
worth. the transporting to Eugland. I am hopeful of being a11lr, 
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upon the arrival of the Dutch Govemment, to induce them to 
enter into some suitable arrangement in regard to the Anchors. 

I am &c. 

(Signed) Roou CURTIS. 

[Original.] 

Letter from MESSRS. BENAIJ, MULLER, AND DIBBETZ to MESSRS. 
BARROW AND MAXWELL. 

Cu.P ST.AD den 11 October 1802. 

MrJNE HEEREN I-Op den Sen dezer maaDd hebben wij ont­
fangen UE missive van den 6 October, dieDende tot antwoord 
op de onze van den 4en bevorens rakeDde het avanceeren der 
aan ons toegezegde gelden ; benevens het afstaan van eenig over-

• schot van Koorn, indien er eene genoegzaame quantitiet wierd 
aangevoerd. 

Op bet eerste gedeelte van UE antwoord hebben wij de eer te 
rescribeeren, dat wij zeer wel overtuigd zijn van de geDegenheid 
van Zijn Excellentie den Heer Gouverneur Dundas om de weDschen 
onzer zenders te gemoed te komen, dat wij ontevreden op ons 
.zelven zouden zijn, wanneer wij immer eeD oogenblik getwijffeld 
hadden aan het toen gegeeven woord van Zijn Excellentie, en dat 
wij ons wel verzekerd houden dat wanneer de staat der Cassa 
aiulks toelaat, Zijn Excellentie aan ODs niet zal weigeren de door 
ons verzogte gelden wanneer wij dezelven benodigd zijn t~ doen 
avanceereD, ten miDsten ter coDcurrentie van de somma van 
100,000 guldens hollandsche courant ingevolge het door den 
Asiatischen Raad gedaan verzoek, maar de reden waarom wij in 
onze missive van den 4 dezer verzogt hebben het bepalen vau 
een zekere tijd binnen welke het resterende aai1 ODS zoude mogen 
worden uitbetaald, is omdat wij onderscheidene engagementen 
hebben aangegaan, tot vervulling van welken wij het dienstig 
oordeelden ons zeker te stellen van den tijd op w1c1lken wij daar 
aan zouden kunnen voldoen, en dear wij ons (onder correctie) 
nog zeer wel rapelleeren dat in eene onzer eerste conferentien 
UE op u genomen hebt, zo veel mogelijk u w best te zullen doen, 
dat de geheele som binnen den tijd van Ses weeken aan ons zoude 
worden uitbetaald, zijn wij zoo vrij van te geloven dat dit ons 
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gedaan verzoek juist zoo niet ten eenemaalen kan beschouwd 
worden buiten de questie te zijn. 

In allen gevallen Mijne Heeren l is ons verzoek, gelijk van 
zelf spreekt, voorwaardelijk gewees;, dewijl wij zeer wel weeten, 
dat aan ons geene penningen kunnen worden verstrekt, wanneer 
de Oas van het Gouvernement zulks niet toelaat. 

Dewijl dit dan nu niet anders kan, en het in der daad ook 
weinig onderscheid maakt of wij de toegestaaae som in eens ont­
fangen of onze toevlugt tot Zijne Excellentie de Heer Gouverneur 
kunnen neemen wanneer wij gelden benodigd zijn, (wel te verstaan 
niet te bovengaande de toegestaane somma) zo willen wij overgaan 
om het tweede gedeelte van UE missive te beantwoorden. 

Het smert ous mijne Herren ! dat ons laatst gedaan verzoek 
om van het overschot van het aangevoerd wordende: koorn ee• 
gedeelte voor de verwagt wordende Bataafsche troepen te mogen 
hebben, eenige aandoening by UE schijnt verwekt te hebben. 
Wij herinneren ons zeer wel, dat, in den tijd toen de uitzichten • 
op eene genoegzame aanvoer van koorn op verre na zoo gunstig 
niet waren als nu, wij ons vergenoegd hebben met slegts om eene 
quantiteit van 400 mudden te verzoeken, en dat wij ook zeer 
zeker, wanneer die uitzigten zoo ongunstig gebleven waren, ons 
wel zouden gewagt hebben, van om eene meerdere quantiteit 
aanvraag te doen, maar mijne Heeren! daar de omstandigheeden 
eene zaak veranderen en wij het voor beweezen houden dat er 
een zeer aanzienlijke quantiteit graanen in deeze stad is opgebmgt, 
en nog verwagt wordt; hebben wij er althans geene onbillijkheid 
gelijk UE bet noemt ingezien, dat wij op nieuw een zeer betamelijk 
verzoek deeden, dat aan ons van het overschot van aangevoerd 
graan eene geevenredigde hoeveelheid wierd afgestaan, daar wij 
zo veel als iemand overtuigd zijn van de noodzakelijkheid, om 
de verwagt wordende scheepen onzer Natie voor hunne verdere 
reis naar de Indische wateren van genoegzaamen voorraad van 
meel en andere eetwaaren te voorzien. Ons verzoek moge dan 
in U E oogen ongesaissonneerd schijnen, zeker is het dat wij 
niet kunnen begrijpen dat het onbiUijk zij, dat wij eene pooging 
gedaan hebben om ons bij tijds van zodanig eene geiivenredigde 
hoeveelheid koorn te verzekeren, als de oorlogscheepen onzer 
Natie bij het vervorderen hunner reis zullen mogen nodig hebben. 
Ook zoude het ons in onze ziel smerten dat het Engelsch Gouverne­
ment vooral Zijne Excellentie den Heer Gou\'erncur, van wien 
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ij zoo menigvuldige blijkcn van hcuschhcid en opcnhartighcid 
m1derrnrnlen hebben., cenigc <le minstc reden zoude kunnen hebben 
van zich over de unbi1Hjkl1dd untcr cuinzucl.:cn te beklagen, en door­
drougen va,n deze gevoelens vcrzoeken wij UE mijne Heeren ! 
met al den ernst die wij nan het Caracter het welk wij bekleeden 
versclmldigd zijn, dat GijL: ons gelieft te ontheffen van den 
blaam aL of wij in staa.t waren een onbillijk aanzoek bij het 
Eugelsch Gouvernement te doen, hoe zeer wij overtuigd zijn da.t 
wij kunnen d waalen, zijn wij verwaand genoeg te geloYen dat 
niemand gereder kan zijn clan wij om van onze dwalinrr ternrr 

0 O 

te komen wanneer wij er van overtuig<l worden. 
Even zeer heeft ons g griefd UE aanmerking " <lat wij door 

het weigeren van de overname eener quantiteit Ilijst, (800,000 
ponden belopende) niet alleen gcene genegenheid hcbben getoond 
om het met de oogmerken van het Engelsch Gouvernement eens 
te zijn, maar dat wij <loor het inkoopen van andere rijst omdat 
~fr:rlve ccnige, d/]_alders bctcr koop 7.:onde 1l'Ordcn rerkrc!Jm de lagere 
da ·se van Ingezetenen zeer wezentlijk in verlegenheid hebben 
gel.Jragt om<lat wij de eenigste quantiteit Rijst zouden hebben 
opgekogt die ten gcrieve <ler armcn bij de kleine maat ntogt 
worden uitgeko_gt." 

\Yij verklaren echter dat deze we aanmerking ons meer zoude 
grieven, indien .ze niet van zclve onze ontschuldiging met zich 
bragt, het kan ons imm rs nimmcr ten kwaden geduid worden 
·wanneer wij tot voordeel van ons Gouvernement duur onze 
eetwaarcn inkoopen waar wij ze hct beste koop kmmen bekomen, 
en clit geeft U.E zelve op als de re •den van deze onze demarche. 

Ofschoon het tot de c1uestie niet doet, neemen wij echter de 
vrijheid aan Jen Heer Barrow ter dezer plaatze te herinneren <lat 
in ccne onzer confcrentiiin die Heer zelf zecr goed gekeurd Jieeft 
dat wij de quantiteit rijst die de heer Crnijwagen leggen had van 
dien hC(Jr zouden koopen, en in dien zin zelf m ·t ons over de zaak 
Jiccft ge proken. \Vij willen hier ook niet ougemeld laatcn llat 
wij van de <loor ons aangekogte <piantiteit nij 'L die in hct geheel 
:rn',ooo ponden beloopt, bereids 10,000 ponden aan hot e~ca(lcr 
van den Heer Meli: en op aanvraagc <ler drie llataafsche z •e 
Capiteinen hebhen afgestaan; (lat dus de geheele qnantiteiL Hijst 
wclk ·ij in ons Ma,yazijn hehh 'n, lcgtR ~li,000 ponden bedrnagt, 
e ne quantiteit waarlijk zoo gcring d,tL mij mocitc hebbcn om te 
gl•loowu <lat wij daar door de gcriug<'n' Clas.'e 1ler ingcz •ct,.11c11 
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in dezen tifd in verlegenheid zouden brengen, en welke quantiteit 
wij volvaardig ten dienste der Ingezeetenen willen afstaan, zo dra 
wij slegts mogen weeten <lat Zijn Excellentie den Heer Gouverneur 
Dundas zulks zoude begeeren. 

Wij vertrouwen dus dat wij ook van deeze beschuldiging ons 
ten vollen hebben gedisculpeerd. 

Wat aangaat de bronnen van onze informatie dat er eene 
aanzienlijke quantiteit koorn in deze stad word opgebragt, aan 
<le egthei.d dier informatien hebben wij gemeend niet te mogen 
twijffelen en verkeere nog in dat zelfde gevoelen. Dan daar UE 
ons deelareert dat een verondernteld overschot van Tarwe, zelfs 
als er een was, ons niet kan warden toegcstaan, zoude het 
nuttelooze moeijtc zijn aan UE de gronclcn van deze onze 
sustenue te ontvouwen. 

Eindelijk, mijne Heeren! erkennen wij dankbaar de menig­
vnldige blijkeu van gereedheid en bereidwilligheid die wij van 
uwen kant in het waarneemen van uwe Commissie zo dikwerf 
hebben ontwaard,-het zoude ons ter liefde van ons Vaderland 
smerten indien er na deze onze gedaane explicatie de geringste 
verdenking bij het Engelsch Gouverncment konde plaats hebben 
als warcn wij in sLaat om eenig onbillijk aanzoek te doen, of door 
het inkl)open van ectwaarcn der eerstc noo<lzakelijkheid de gcringere 
classe der Ingezectenen in wezentlijke verlegenheid te brengen. 
N een :Mijne Heeren! wij hehben slegts naar onze beste geweeten aan 
den letter van den vijf<len Artikel onzer lnstructie willcn voldoen, 
en indien wij niet getrceden zijn in de overnaame dcr bewuste 
800,000 ponden rijst gelieft dan overtuigd te weemn tlat wij om 
gegrondde redenen ons daar toe nict hebhen geregtigd gcoordeeld. 

Na dit alles vcrmeenen wij van UE Le mogen verwagten, dat, 
indien onze missive van den 4 October ecnigcn nadeeligen indruk 
ten oru:en opzichte bij Zijn Excellentic den Heer Gouverneur 
Dundas mogte gegeeven hebben, UE in dat geval na deeze onze 
gegeevene explicatie wel de goedhcicl zult willen hebben dezelve 
uit te wisschen. 

\Vij verzoeken UE aan te neemen de verschuldigde gevoelens 
van achting waar mede wij de eer hehhen c,ns te noemen etc. 

(Geteeken<l) A. MuLLm, 
K DE KLERK DIBBETZ, 

J . F BENUJ 
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[Office Copy.] 

Lrtfrr f ro1n Lonn HOBAHT to LrnuTENA~T GEXERAL DuxnAs. 
Most Secret. 

DOWNING STREET, October 17, 1802. 

Sm,-Circmn tances having recently occurred which render it 
advisable to delay the Restitution of the Cape of Good Hope to 
tho Batavian Government, I am to signify to you His Majesty's 

ommands, that you should retain pos ession thereof until further 
orders. Tt is however extremely desirable that in the Execution 
of this Instruction every circumstance should be avoided which 
may be calculated to excite Jealousy in the Batavian Government, 
or t,o create an apprehension of its arising from an Hostile motive. 
Orders are herewith sent for the Ships which had heen directed 
to conYey such of the Troops at the Cape as were intended for 
India to proceed immediately on their Voyage ; and you will take 
care to have it understood, that the Commercial Concerns of the 
Company having rendered this arrangement necessary for their 
accommodation, other Ships have been substituted, which are 
actually on their pas.;sge to the Cape, upon which the Troops "'ill 
embark for India. In the mean time you will consider the orders for 
the departure of any part of the Forces under your Command super­
seded. And in the Event of the arrival of any Troops belonging 
to the Batavian Government in the Expectation of your immediate 
J~vl\euation of the Colony, you will eiLher prevent their disem­
l>arking, or, if ,you should be induced to suffer them to land, you 
will so station them, as not to admit of any interference whatever 
witll your authority as Lieutenant Governor of the Colony. 

I have &c. 

(Rigned) HOBART. 
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[ Original.] 

Letter frorn MESSRS. BENAIJ, MUUER, AXD DIBBEl1Z to MESSRS. 

BAR.ROW AND :MAXWELL. 

CAAPS"J'AD de,. 2S. Oclfil>Pr 1802. 

MIJNE HEEilEX,-Daar wij om de venvagt wordende troupen en 
schepen van het Bataafsch Esquader behoorlijk van levenR­
middelen zo geduurende bun verblijf albier al voor hunne 
verdere reijze naar de Inclische W ateren te voorzien,. en wij ten 
dien eiude nog eene aanzienlijke quantiteit koorn zullen benodig<l 
zijn, en <laar er thans eene groote hoeveelheid koom in de maga­
zijnen van het Engclsch gouvernement wordt aangebragt, en het 
zich Iaat aanzien dat er geene vrees althans voor gehrek aan 
<lit artikel behoeft plaats te hebben, neemen wij de vrijheid 
U\VEt11ens te verzoeken, dat bij het begin der maaud :rovombe1 
nog zes honderd mud<len koorn tot onze <lispositie mooen worden 
gesteld. Ook verz0eken wij UWEd1en, de goe<lheid te willen 
hebben van het daar heen te <lirigeeren, dat aan ons tegon ltet 
ein<le dezer maand nog vijf <luijzend Hijx(laalders nit 's Gouve1ne­
ments kas mogen worden afgegeeven. "\Vij hebbeu c. 

(Gcteekend) A. l'rfULLl"..R, 

,T. }'. BENAIJ, 
R DE KLimK Dmmnz. 

L Original.] 

Lettr-r froni MESSRS. BENAIJ, MULLTm, AND DIBllETZ to MEssns. 

B.urnow AND MAXWELL. 

CADO DE GOEDE Hoop tlt11 9 Noreml,rr 1802. 

\VEL EnELE H1;mmN,-Wij neem •n de vrijhei<l UE<l. te ver­
zoeken, of het niet mogelijk zoude zijn, om nog vier of nog lievcr 
ses slaaven meiden, zijll(le naaisters, aan ons te kmmen afstaan, 
ten einde bet henoodigde werk te kunnen maakcn, dat voor do 
ligging <ler verwagt wol'(lernlc Bataafschc troupes thaw; wonl in 
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gereedheid gebragt. UEd. sult ons ten hoogsten verpligten met, 
so mogclijk, aan dit ons verzoek te voldoen. Terwijl wij voort.s 
de oer hc!JLen met hoogachting te zijn &c. 

(Geteekend) 

[Original.] 

A. MULLER, 

R. DE KLERK DIBBETZ, 

J. F. BENAIJ. 

Lcllu Jro11i VICE Am1mAL CURTIS to EvAN NEPEAN, ESQRE. 

Lancaster, TABLE BAY, 

CAPE OF Goon HoPE, 11th NoVffllher 1802. 

Sm,-I avail myself of an opportunity which presents itself for 
sending to England, that their Lordships may be informed, relative 
to the a val concerns here since my Letter of the 8th ultimo. 

In my Letter aforesaid, I acquainted their Lordships of the 
Br1;01w Transport being wrecked on Roben Island; but having 
ordered the Diomede down to the Island, to save as much as 
possi!Jlo of the Stores the. Bcgona had on board, I have the satis­
faction to inform their Lordships that very little has been lost. 

In my Letter abovementioned I also informed their Lordships 
of my intentions, for the reasons therein set forth, to hire another 
Ship then in this Bay, which hns been done, on what are deemed 
here very reasonable terms, the particulars of which have been 
communicated to the Transport Office. This Ship will be ready to 
sail for England in about Ten days, and there is already embarked 
in her all the Cannon to be sent home, amounting to between 
IGO and 170 Tons; and she will take on board besides about 
250 per ons composed of some Officers and Invalid Soldiers. 
Nearly the like number of the same description of persons the 
General has hired a passage for on board a Danish Ship. 

The .E'uphrosynr. is returned from Algoa Bay. I am &c. 

(Signed) ROGER CURTIS. 

IV. 
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[Office Copy.] 

Letter from LORD IlOBART to LIEUTI'.NANT GENERAL DUNDAS. 

Secret. 

DOWNING STREET, lGl/1 Nov. 1802. 

Srn,-I have the honor to acquaint you that, notwithstanding 
the instructions which by the King's Commands I communicate(l 
to you on the 17th ultimo, it is His Majesty's pleasure, in the 
Event of the East India Ships originally destined for the convey­
ance of the Troops being at the Cape when you receive this 
Despatch, that you do give directions for their immediate em­
barkation, with orders for their departure for India without delay. 

Under an impression however of the probability of those Ships 
having sailed without the Troops, I am to acquaint you that other 
Ships have been substituted for that service, but that I am appre­
hensive it will be at least one month before they can leave this 
Country. 

I am also to signify to you His Majesty's pleasure that you do 
proceed forthwith to the execution of your former Instructions for 
the complete evacuation of the Cape. 

The utmost cordiality subsisting between His Majesty's Govern­
ment and that of the Batavian Republic, you will observe the 
most conciliatory conduct in all your proceedings with the ofnc •rs 
belonging to that Republic, and you will especrnlly e.·ert yourself 
to prevent any misunderstanding that may arise in consequence of 
my Instructions of the 17th ultimo. I have &c. 

( igned) lIOBAJtT. 

[ Original. ] 

Li tt1 r from Lrnun:.'UNT GENEHAL Du DAS to Lonn IIon.\1:T. 

CAI'E OF Goon HOPE, Nov mb, r 27th I R02. 

MY Lo1m,-NoL havinrr tho receipt of any letter to acknowlcd"c 
from Your Lordship since the date of my last of the ~~11(1 Au.,11st, 
wherein I had the honor to mention my lmving rcccivc1l the .ewml 
official communications with which you li:ul frn ur •<l me prcviou 

 

 



Records of the Cape Colony. 451 

to that date, I have nothing more to trouble Your Lordship with 
at present than Lo convey to you an account of such of the Troops 
undor my command as have already proceeded to India in pursu­
ance of His Hoyal Highness's and Your Lordship's orders upon 
that head. 

The whole number of His Majesty's Troops who have already 
8ailed to India amount, to Two Thousand four hundred and four 
including Officers, the number still remaining for embarkation 
being Fourteen Hundre<l & Seventeen, having to add for Your 
Lordship's information that Vice Admiral Sir Roger Curtis and 
myself being strongly impressed with the propriety of availing 
oun~lves of such quantity of shipping as could be procured here 
for the conveyance of the negimonts to their respective places of 
destination in India, the East India Company's Agent Mr. Pringle 
was directed to engage upon the most moderate and reasonable 
terms the ships stated in the Margin, which several Vessels have 

Milford 309 
l'lw·nix 71 
Jle,1ry J)u11<urs 251 
Amcricnn ~hip Jlnnlwtt,m 350 
Amcricnn Ship President 200 

already proceeded with Detachments 
as specified in the enclosed Return to 
Bengal and Madras, as also have the 
Ships mentioned in the Extract from 
tho Iteport of the Committee of Ship­
ping belonging to the Hon'ble East 

India. Company as destined for the conveyance of this Garrison to 
India which Your Lordship transmitted to me in your letter of 
l.ho ~nd Juno; the Dc1,agncs the last ship ordered upon this service 
being now in Table Bay and will prosecute her Voyage to Madras 
in a few days with a IJotachmont of the 34th Regiment on board 
under orders for India. 

J shall now only upon this occasion add that I feel a consider-
hlc degree of solicitU<lc with respect to the timely arrival of such 

a<l<litional f;hips as may be intenrlod for carrying the remainder of 
the Hegiments ordered from this place to Madras and Bengal, it 
appe:iring ~o me that it wot1h1 ho highly inexpedient for the 
Rq uadron of 11 is 1\faje::;ly's Hhi ps together with the Troops ordered 
home to depart and finally evacuate the Colony before the com­
plete embarkation of tho Corps fo~· India; since I cannot help 
thinking it might prove in some degree disagreeable to mo and 
no less cmh:urassing to His l\fajcsty's 8crvice should it become 
necessary for any part of tho English Garrison to remain here 
after the restitution of thi~ ~eltlemcnt to the BataYian Hepublic, 

2 G ~ 

 

 



452 Records of the Cape Colony. 

as however liberal and well disposed the representatives of tho 
Batavian Government may prove to be, yet it is obvious that many 
discussions would arise between the English and Dutch Inhabi­
tants, and many difficulties and disputes originate therefrom which 
neither the power nor authority of a new Government perhaps at 
the outset unacquainted with the nature of the Inhabitants and 
the local circumstances of the Settlement, therefore in all prob­
ability unable to obviate or repress. I have &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

[Original.] 

Letter from V1cE ADMIRAL CURTIS to Sm EVAN NEPEAN. 

Lancaster, TABLE BAY, 
CAPE OF Goon lIOPE, 27111 November 1802. 

Srn,-In my Letter of the 11th instant I notified to you for the 
iuformation of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that a 
Ship had been taken up here as a Transport for carrying to 
England between 160 and 170 Tons of Cannon, and about 250 
persons composed of Officers and Invalid Soldiers. Those persons 
and the Cannon being embarked, this Ship, which is named the 
Young Nicholas, is now to Rail, and Lieutenant Street the Agent 
for Transports, who has the charge of her, is directed to proceed to 
Spithead, Lieutenant General Dundas the Commander in Chief of 
the Troops here, deemed it probable the Invalids would ho to be 
landed on the Isle of Wight or at Portsmouth. I have apprized­
the Board of Ordnance of the above Cannon being sent homo, and 
have directed him to inform them of his arrival, that suitable 
communication may be had between the respectivo Oflices con­
cerned, for determination to be made where the said Ordnance 
shall be landed. 

The Rattlesnake is at present in Raldanha Bay, to which place I 
sent her at the request of the General, to carry thither some 
Officers of Engineers, for the purpose of making some professional 
observations. 1 am &c. 

(Signed) Hornm Cl llTIS. 

 

 



[Original.] 

Embarkation Return of tke Troops gone to India fr<nn tke Cape of Good Hope on Board tke 
Ships undermentioned, Nvvernbe:r 27th 1802. 

~ ill1,1l;1 .; 

When Officer ! ~ i Ji E f 
! Ship's Names. Corpo. Embarked. ColllJll&Ddhtg. ~ l l i :,; t li i ~ 4 ! i . _..,, 

cl! ! l .:s ;i;; ,!! ~, ~ . .i: ~ 1 ~ c2 ~ t3 ----- -
Milford. {8th Light Dra-} 13th Sept. 1802 Lt. Col. Vandeleur. 1 .. 1 6 ...... a1 1 .. 9 

-~II 2: 

22 20 309 • goons. I 
' {M~~arr, 22nd} .. 1 Lord Eldon. . Do. 2nd Nov. ,, .... .. .. .. 11 .. .. 1 1 2 34 

Minerva . Do. 3rd Nov. ,, Colonel Vandeleur. 1 .. 1 1 1 1 1 1 .. 1 12 4 216 18 21 279 
Sir Wm. Bemley 22nd Foot. 11th Sept. 

" 
Capt. McN eight. .... 1 1 .. , .. .. .. .. .. 5 2 83 1 1 94 

Plu.enix . Do. 14th Sept. 
" 

Major Kelso. .. 1 1 .. 1' .. .. .. .. .. 3 1 59 2 3 71 
Manhattan, Do. 10th Oct. ,, Lt, Col. Mercer. 1 .. 1 3 1 1 1.. 1 .. 16 7 299 9 10 350 
Tottenham . Do. 17th Oct. ,, Capt. Menzies. .... 1 3 .... .. .. .. .. 6 1 143 7 9 170 
Pret1ident . Do. 22nd Oct. ,, Capt. Lindsay. .. . . 2 3 .... .. .. .. 1 9 5 160 12 8 200 
Lord Eldon. Do. 2nd Nov. ,, Major Parr. .. 1 1 3 .... .. 1 .. 1 12 6 238 7 7 277 
Henry Dunda, , 34th Foot. 5th Nov. ,, Col. Dickens. 1 .. 1 1 

-~1 :: 
.. 1 1 .. 15 9 205 8 6 251 

Skelton Castle , Do. 9th Nov. ,, Capt. Johnson. 1 4 8 5 138 10 12 178 
1raven, . 65th Foot. 11th Sept. 

" 
Lt. Col. Maddison. 1 .. 1 4 .. 1 1.. 10 9 150 14 8 199 

----sjssj1lss 106151 
--

111j107 5 211230 1963 2412 

N.B.-8 Rank & file, 1 Woman & 1 Child of the 12th and 33rd Regiments on Board the Skelton Castle not included in the above. 

(Signed) P. ABERCROMBY, 

Major of Brigade to the Forces. 

r 
~ 

~ 
~ 
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f 
~ 

~ 
01 
c:,o 

 

 



454 Records of the Cape CulMy. 

(Original.] 

Letter from MESSRS. BENAIJ, MULLER, AND DIBBETZ to MESSRS, 
BARROW AND MAxWELL. 

WEL EDEu: HEEREN,-Het Bataafsch Fregat De Vrede Com• 
mandant J. H. Dibbetz, is gisteren van Rochelle op de1,e Rhee<lu 
gearriveerd, en heeft 170 zieken aan boord. 

Het Hospitaal voor de zieken der Bataafsche troepen gc chikt ie 
nog niet zoo verre in gereedheid, dat wij er op dit oogenblik zulk 
een groot aantal behoorlijk in kunnen bergen. 

In dezen pressanten nood neemen wij <le vrijheid UE<llen te 
verzoeken, dat aan ons worde vergund om uiterlijk op morgen 
deze zieken in het gebouw in de zeelinie te mogen laten brengen, 
en dat wij daartoe op morgen in tijds de uodige preparatoirc 
schikkingen zullen mogen maken. 

UW el Ed. zult hierdoor ten zeersten verpligten een aantal 
noodlijdenden die thans om hulp smagten, en voor wien wij op <lit 
oogenblik geen anderen raad weeten. Wij zijn, &c. 

De Commissarissen van de Asiatischen Raad. 

(Geteekend) R. DE KLERK DnmEl'Z, 

A. MULLER, 
J. :F. BE..'UlJ. 

CAAPSTAD den 29 November 1802. 

f Original.J 

Letter fr01n MESSRS. HE~AIJ, MuLLER, AND DrmmTZ tv Mrssr(., 
IlARIWW AND MAXWELL. 

CABO DIil Goim1; 11001' den 2 l>ere111ber J O'.Z. 

MIJNE HEEREN,-Uit UE<l. geiier<le missive van <len 30 1.1. 
hebben wij ontwaard de intentie van zijn E.·cellentie <le Heer 
Gouverneur Dundas, nameutlijk dat de 1000 muclden Tarwe welkc 
wij uit 's Gouvernements graan Magazijnen heblien onlfangcn, 
door ons in contant geld aan de Heer l!1eck als Cassier van do 
koorn Commissie zoude behooren ter hand gesteld worden, of <lat 
UK anderzints het bedraagen derzelvc.T wilde rabateeren van <l • 
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gelden welke wij ingevolge gemaakte overeenkomst nog van 
s' Gouvernements Tresorie te wachten hebben. 

Wij betuigen dat deese aanschrijven ons geheel buiten ver­
wachting is voorgekoomen, aangesien wij ons hebben laaten 
voorstaan dat het bedraagen van gedachte 1000 mudden Tarwe, 
op de generaale reekening gesteld zoude worden dien tusschen de 
beidc Gouvernementen ter wederzijdsche liquidatie notoir zal 
moeten plaats vinden. 

Wij verzoeken dierhal ven, dat zulks op die generaale reekening 
moge gebracht worden, en aan ons het restant der toegezegde 
penningen, hoe eer zo beter mogen geworden. 

\Vant de buitengewoone uitgaven waartoe wij verplicht zijn, 
door de calamiteuse tocstand der gebouwen, het inhuuren van 
magazijnen, & & te moeten condescendeeren, doet ons merkelijk 
meer debourseeren dan wij in den beginne gecalculeerd hadden. 

Wat belangt UE. aanbod in dienzelfde missive vervat om in 
geval er eenig surplus van Tarwe mogte overschieten, als dan die 
aan ons te willen afstaan, moeten wij verklaaren, dat bijaldien dat 
geschied, sans discompto van de hier boven gebuteerde reekening, 
wij onder die restrictie geneegen zijn daar in te bewilligen. Wij 
zijn &c. 

(Gctcekend) 

[Original.] 

J. F. BENA.IJ, 

A. MULLER, 

n. DE KLERK DIBBETZ. 

Letter from, VICE AI>llHRA.L CURTIS to Sm EVAN NEPEA •. 

Lan('A18~r, TABLE BAY, 

CAPE OF Goon IIOPE, 3rd December 1802. 

Srn,- The Danish Ship Admiral Chapman having on board 
In valid Soldiers from this place for England being to Sail, I 
acquaint you for the information of the Lords Commissioners of 
the Admiralty that on the 30th of the last Month a Dutch 
Transport Ship from Rochelle bound to Batavia with Troops, 
arrived here very sickly. 

The Rattlesn{(,ke is returned from Saldanba Bay. 
This day the Intrepirl, Lf'opard, Virginfr and Chiffone arrived 
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here from Trincomale, in their way to England. The Intrepid has 
more than One hundred of her Crew ill of the Scurvy, and many 
of them in a very advanced state of the disease. The other Ships 
have also Scorbutic Patients, but much less in number than the 
Intrepid. I have ordered them Fruit and Vegetables, and Fresh 
Meat, and shall use every endeavour to put them in a condition to 
prosecute their Voyage as soon as may be. I am &c. 

(Signed) ROGER Cu1ms. 

[Original.] 

The Oommissioners of the Batavian Republic in account icitli the 
Briti,sh Government at the Cape of Good Hope. 

Dr. to Cash advanced them . . Rds. 42,300 0 0 
1000 muids of Wheat. 4,300 0 0 
Hospital Stores. 10,293 7 0 
:Barrack Stores . 5 3,428 2! 
Wood at Plettenberg's Bay. 4,133 ~ 0 
Barrack Utensils 1 3,683 3! 
Furniture Government House 1,220 0 0 
Engineer Stores 
Hospital Stores Scalines 
Medical Stores . 
Barrack Furniture 

Cr. By Cash received for Wheat 

2,347 4 4 
976 3 1! 

10,734 0 0 
879 0 0 

Ilds. 8-i,2!)6 0 5! 
4,300 0 0 

Balance . 7!J,9!JG 0 5½ 
Agreed to as above by the undersigned Commissioners of both 

Parties. 
(Signed) 

1111 De,,eml.Jl'r 1802 

JOIIN BARROW, 

ACUESON MAXWELL, 

A. MULLER, 

R DE KLERK DIDBETZ, 

J. :F. BENAIJ. 
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[Copy.] 

Government Adverti,sement. 

457 

His Honor the Lieutenant & Acting Governor having given 
directions for closing the accounts of the Corn Committee on the 
31st of December ensuing, and it having been ordered by pro­
cfamation of the 2Gth August last, that the whole of the ·wheat or 
other bread Corn in the possession of the several Farmers should 
be brought up to Cape Town and delivered at the Government 
Grain Magazines in the course of the month of September, which 
term was afterwards prolonged to the end of October, Notice is 
hereby given that, on the presumption that all Farmers and others 
have paid due attention to the above mentioned orders, no bread 
Corn whatsoever can be received into the Government Grain 
Magazines, nor permitted to pass the Barrier, after the 12th of 
the present Month of December, until further orders. 

Castle of Good Hope, 8th December 1802. 
By Command of His Honor the Lieutenant & Acting Governor. 

(Signed) H. Ross, Deputy Secretary. 

[Original.] 

Return of the Royal Artillery, Royal Engineers, 81st anrl 91st 
Regiment.~ 11ndcr Orders of Enibarlcation for Europe, 
flth December 1802. 

Corps. i . i ~ ~ I ~JI i ! b t I ~ d 
oct1.9f'!i,iis!!~rZ g 8'" ~ tTotal. 
8.~{~-S::,..-.e,o.; i 8.:t ~~ 
~;:,,:l~~.E'~c§.]~: ! J;: t'.5 

--------11---------1--------
Royal Artillery. 2 . . 2 31. . 11 • • 1017 17U 17 3() 260 

Royal EnginccrH. 2 2 I I 1 

81st Regiment. 1 1 5 12 • ; 1 1 l 1 1 ~; ;~li2.;0 ;~ 33 3()6 

()1st Regiment. 1 2 512 1 1 1 1, 2 4,, 22 4.02 2J 31 550 

----------1·-f--· ----------1-----
4. 3 H 20 5 1 1 2; :11 3108 51

1
811 7'.! 1031210 Tutal 

N.B.-5 Ofiiccrs Wives and 4 Children of the Hoyal Artillery and 4 Officers 
Wive8 and 5 Children of the 81st Regiment not included in the above. 

(Signcrl) P. ABERcnmmv, 
Major of Brigitde to the .Force:;. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from LIEUTEXANT GE~ERAL DUNDAS to LORD HOBART. 

CAPE OF Goon HoPE, Decemlxr ()th 180'2. 

MY LonD,-Since the date of my last letter to Your Lordship of 
the 27th ovember I am to acquaint you that a squadron of His 

Intrepid. Majesty's Ships as per Margin have arrive<l in 
Leopard. Table Hay in or<ler to obtain the nece sary re­
Virginie. freshments to enable tbe:,m to prosecute their voyage 
OhijJonne. 

from India to Europe. 
The Vice Admiral , ir Hoger Curtis and myself having taken 

into our consideration this very favorable opportunity for con­
veying home a portion of those Troops which l>y the instructions 
from His Royal Highness the Commander in Chief I am onlere<l 
to hold in readiness to embark for Englarnl, it has been determine<l 
upon to send on board five Companies of the 91st Regiment which 
are to be distributed in the four Men of "\Yar before mentioned, being 
persuaded that as the further service of those Troops cannot now 
become necessary here, prm ious to the restitution of the ettle­
ment, the Vice Admiral and myself (by adopting this measure) 
have furthered to the Lest of our judgment His Majesty's Service,. 
being confident therefore that the st •p thus taken for e.·pe<liting 
the embarkation of tho Troops onlcred for England will meet with 
Your Lordship's entire approbation acconlingly. 

I have the honor to transmit for Your Lordship's information 
the Returns herewith enclosed, heing ·Embarkation Heturns of the 
several Detachments of His Maj •:sty's Troop which have alrea<ly 
proceeded to India, as al. o a Hcturn of the lnvalid8 or uu, ervice­
able men who have Leen forwanle<l to Enro11e. Your Lord hip 
will perceive as stated in the Hcturn A ~ that ahout , i. teen 
Hundred l)ersons are still hero for the com·eyancc of "hom 
to India Shipping must he provi<lc11; being in daily c ·pcctalioP 
of receiving the timely information ,vhich Your Lord. hip ha 
promised me in your I lispatch of the 1 !Ith Uay rc8pccting tho rnmlo 
to he adopted for conveying the r~mninder of the Troops under my 
command to India and to Englarnl. 

The return A 4 contains the whole of the Military Estal1lishme11t 
which remains to he embarked to return home including the 
five Companies bcforemcntitmed of tho !Jl. l Uc~iment "hich will 
be embarked in a fow days for England on board the S1prndwn of 
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Bia Majesty's Ships from India as already mentioned. These five 
Companies consist of about 'l'wo Hundred Men exclusive of 
Officers; leaving consequently to the number of about One 
Thousand Persons to be removed at the final evacuation of this 

ttlement, all of whom I have reason to hope will be now 
aooommodat.ed on board the Squadron of His Majesty's Ships of 
War belonging to this Station, as will also the Gentlemen of the 
Civil Departments of Go\·ernment, who must necessarily accom• 
pany the Troops ; Vice Admii al Sir Roger Curtis, with that zeal 
and exertion which upon all occasions I am happy to acknowledge 
has in a very essential manner ai<led my endeatours in carrying 
on His Majesty's Service in this " ttlement, having made every 
arrangement for that purpose. I have &c. 

(Signed) FRA c1s Du DAS. 

(Original] 

Jhn,barkat"'"' .Return of the ln'fJalid& ~m,'bark«J, on Board tke Young 
Nicholas and Admiral Chapman at tkd Caiu of Good Hup, /01' 
Englam,d, 9th December 1802. 

-

I 
I 

I i J a J f Teal. 

Young Nicliola, • . . . . . 1 .. . . 193 20 15 229 

..4.dmirdl <Jlw.pman . . . . 1 2 1 1 194 1a 15 221) 

Total I 1 3 1 1 387 35 30 ,{58 

N.B.-3 Rank and file of the 81st Regiment, 1 Woman, and 1 Child on 
board the Mmirdl OAapman not included in the above. 

(Signed) P. ABBRCROIIBY, 

Major of Brigade to the Forces. 
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[Original.] 

Return of the Detachments of the 8th Li9ht Dragoons, 34th and 
65th Regiments at the Cape of Good Hope under orders for 
India, 9th December 1802. 

J I, II ~ 
• la O z, ji ,; !!' :i f "' ,; Tola!. 

rncc~:::::iccZa9;; filt: 
Regiments. 

• ._, ~. §1 a '3' ~ s l !!' E ~ ,0 ;1i 
5 • $ i., II ;::; t • ;i a .,., a .,, 
~ 10 .~ ~ ~ o oo ~~A ~ ~ o 

-------+-

.. 1 1 1.. 11.. 1 6 1 1ml 8 8 147 8th Light Dragoons . 

3-!th Regiment 1 2 7 . . 1 . . . . 1 24 7 4()0 18 18 578 

__ G __ s __ th_R __ eg--im_cn __ t ______ ,1-11-31-12 2 •• 1 11 ia,,11 m l,1~! ,ss 

'rotal \ 2\ G 201 3: 11 2 1\ 3 65:lD 137D;57155\1613 

N.B -1 Officers Wife of the 34th Regiment, l 
3 do. and 2 Children of the 65th, . . 
1 do. and 1 Child of tho 8th Light not mcludcd m the abovo. 

Dragoons. 

(Signed) I>. AnERCROMBY, 

Major of Brigade to the :Forces. 

Embarkation Return of the Troops gone to Indiafrorn the Cape of 
Good llope on Board the Ship J)eveynes, !Jth December 180i. 

Ship's Name. Cor)l8. 
When 

Embarked. 

!i I .! ~ 
Officrr ~ 1 S;!l : fa'. 1 ; Comman,llng. ... e Et: -:: ,.. • ~ To ll. 

~llfl l! !~ 
----i----i1-3--rd __ l __ ) __ cc--.-1--L-t-. C-'o_l_. - I C 

Deveync;;. 3-ith ]!'oot. 1602. Dodsworth. 1 2
1

1 8 1 lo() G HI 21-1 

Mrs. Dodsworth and Servant on Board the Dt,·eynes. 

(Signed) I>. AHEHCJ'O)!BY, 

Major of Brigade to the Force~. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from VICE ADMIRAL CURTIS to Sm EVAN NEPEAN. 

Lancader, TABLB BAY, 
CAPB OP GooD Hon, 12th ~ 1802. 

Srn,-You will be pleased to inform the Lords Commissioners 
of the Admiralty that the Victoriou.s and Euridia from India 
came into this Bay during the last night : The Orpheus and Sybille 
which accompanied them are not yet got to an Anchor. The 
enclosed are the Defects of the Victorious which occasioned the 
Ships to put in : They shall be made good with all possible 
dispatch, and the Ships proceed on their Voyage. 

By the Master of a Ship just arrived from England we have been 
informed that he passed the Dutch .Admiral and other Ships bound 
to the Cape in Lat. 9° 8' N., Long. 19° 46' West, on the 27th of 
October. I am &c. 

(Signed) ROGER CURTIS. 

[Original.] 

Letter from VICE ADMIRAL CURTIS to Sm EVAN NEPEAN. 

Lanciuur, TABLB BAY, 
CAPS OP GOOD HoPB, 12th ~ 1802. 

Srn,-The Ships of His Majesty which stopped here in their 
way from India as mentioned in my Letter of the 3rd instant 
having been Watered with the utmost expedition by the Ships of 
my Squadron, their Crews supplied with Fresh Meat, and liberally 
with Fruit and Vegetables, and some Caulking done to the 
Leopard and Ohijf one, will be ready this day to proceed on their 
Voyage. 

In my Letter of the :net August last, when adverting to the 
umber of Persons to be carried to England from hence, I stated 

that I should consider it as a fortunate circumstance if it should 
so happen that any of His Majesty's Ships rt:iturning from India 
might touch here in their way home before our departure, that I 
might avail myself of them, to carry home a portion of the Troops. 
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I have therefore put on board the Ships from India now to depart 
suitably appointed to them, of Officers, Soldiers, and their Wives 
and Children, to the number of about 2-:1:0 I>ersons, which measure 
J trust their Lordships will approve. I am &c. 

(Signed) UGGER CURTIS. 

[Original.J 

Letter from Sm GEORGE Yo:rnE to LORD IIonAHT. 

llAMPTO~ Counr, Deer. 16, 1802. 

MY L0RD,-I am honord with your answer to my last Letter, 
and however unwilling to trouble you again, as I do not mean to 
question your Decision yett I do wish to Vindicate to you and to 
Government the Propriety of the Ilequest I have made. Because 
I desire It may not be said, that, according to my Ideas of the 
Subject I had not a Fair Claim to what was Demanded, and having 
done this I will dismiss the SulJject entirely. 

In the first Place then my Lord I can Rhew that my Claim to 
Salary from the time of my Hesignation till my Departure is not 
without Precedent, more esJ_Jecially as I was still under orders and, 
as I Conceive on Service and the Length of Time I remained, was 
not by my own Choice, or for my own Cunvcniencc, hut directly 
the Contrary. :For I was detained unaYOiuably antl I think 
Improperly by heing refused a Conveyance even to the Island 
of St. Helena, tho' m ' orders rec1uiretl my Departure. For an 
Expence so incurr'd, I conceirn It was for the Credit of (lovern­
ment to reimburse me, even if there ,rnre no exact l'reeecleut 
for It and I confess, so far from being gnilly of any Hort of 
Impropriety in Demarnling this I 1,honlcl have thought Govern­
ment would have even lJy Its attention, have prevented the 
necessity of any such applicaticm. lt was the very great 
suddenness of my Recall. It is therefore to Government I 
owe the Diflicnlties which have l'ompelle<l this application for 
hatl I heen perrnitte<l any titne io prepare, or had I been 
permitted to remain till this Moment tliis application woukl 
never have been macle. 

In ihe ne.·t l'ltiee, my Lord, I am now eompellecl to say 111 
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my own Vindication I never had allowance made for my Equip­
ment as Governor, so that this Expense falling on me and having 
had no Resource but my bare Salary while Governor, I could rely, 
for my Reimbursement on nothing but an c:economical arrange­
ment which till then I carried into execution but the suddenness 
of that Resource deprived me at once of the means of Discharging 
what had been thus Incurred, on account of my Situation. 

It is from Government therefore that the occasion of this 
application arises, and I confess I did not think It possible that 
Government either could or would suffer me to be at least, out 
of Pocket, by the measure they thought fitt to adopt, without 
notice and without giving the means of Preparation, and leave me 
to abide by the Loss. But since It is so, • since what your 
Lordship has thought fitt to recommend appears to you, even 
on Revision • of the Subject, to be sufficient, I must submitt, 
and I assure you I shall Decline all further discussien of the 
Subject, satisfied with having at least Vindicated the application 
from any Idea of Impropriety, If indeed it stood in need of any 
Vindication at all. I have &c. 

(Signed) GEO. YONGE. 

[Copy.] 

Letter from COMMISSARY GENERAL DE MrsT to LIEUTENANT 
GE:SERAL DUNDAS. 

A BORD D1J V AIIIIIEAU DII LIGlfll 

Balo, oe 23 December 1802. 

Mo SIEUR !-J'ai l'honneur d'informer Votre Excellence que le 
Vaisseau de Guerre Bato, Commandant Capitaine J. Claris, a jette 
l'ancre dans la Baie; je m'empresse de prier Votre Excellence de 
me marquer le lieu et l'heure a. sa convenance, pour Lui presenter 
mes respects Lui montrer les pleins pouvoirs de mon Gouverne­
ment et concerter avec Elle les arrangemens necessaires pour 
executer !'object de ma mission. 

Je prie Votre Excellence d'agreer &c. 

(Signe) J. A. DE MIST, 

Com,rnis.~airl' General du Gc,nvl'rnenunt Batave. 
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[Copy.] 

Letter from LIEUTENANT GENERAL DUNDAS to Co:m,nsSARY 

GENERAL DE MIST. 

GOVERNMEcST HOUSE, 25 December 1802. 

Srn,-It being expedient that the conversation which I had the 
honor to hold with Your Excellency this morning in presence of 
His Excelleucy Governor J anssens with respect to the period to be 
fixed on for the restitution of this Settlement to the Batavian 
Republic agreeable to the 3rd Article of the Definitive Treaty of 
Peace happily concludecl between our two Governments I have to 
propose to you and to state as follows : 

1st. That the Troops of the Batavian Government will be put in 
possession of the Castle and other Military "\V orks on the 1st 
January 1803 for which purpose the Troops of His Britannick 
Majesty will be withdrawn on the Evening of the 31st Instant. 

2ndly. As it will be impossible to compleat the anangements 
requisite for the Embarkation of such of His Britannick Majesty's 
Troops as are encamped at Wynberg or at the Out i>osts by the 
1st of the ensuing month, those Troops will remain encamped at 
Wynberg until their embarkation on board the Ships destined for 
their Conveyance to India or to Europe. 

3nlly. As the Troops at present in the Castle bPlongiug to His 
Britannick Majesty will necessarily continue to furnish all the 
Guards until the Colony is formally restored, it is proposed that 
the Troops of the Batavian Republic should relieve the Guards in 
Cape Town, the Castle, and the "\V orks at Sunset on the Evening 
of the 31st Instant, at which time the :Flag of llis Britannick 
Majesty will be struck in onler that the ]<'lag of tho Batavian 
Republic may be hoisted at clay break on tho ensuing morning. 

4thly. It will of course be understood that His Britannick 
Majesty's Troops will continue to 110 supplied with 1>rovisions as 
well as every other article requisite for their comfort or accom­
modation in the usual rnauncr and at the customary rates until 
they are finally withdrawn from the Colony; the Ollicers arnl 
Soldiers and other persons, as also tho Civil Servants of His 
Majesty's Government attached to the British Army remaining 
under my orclers and direc:tions and sul1jert only to the British 
authority and jurisdiction. 
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• 5thly. The Salaries to Individuals and other payments due from 
His Britannick Majesty on account of the Colonial Government to 
be dischar"ed to the 31st Instant inclusive by the Receiver General 
by my order, after which period the Receipts of the Revenues as 
well as all other Civil and Military arrangements to be under 
Your Excellency's authority and direction as the Representative of 
the Batavian Government. I have &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

[.A letter from Commissary General De Mist in reply is merely 
a translation of the above into French, preceded by "j'accepte," 
and followed by the paragraph quoted (in English) in General 
Dundas's answer of the 27th December.] 

[Copy.] 

Letter from LIEUTEXANT GENERAL DUNDAS to COMMISSARY 

GENERAL DE MIST. 

Gon:&NMitNT Housr:, 25 December 1802. 

Sm,-Having taken into consideration Your Excellency's pro­
posal as communicated to me yesterday that certain conditions or 
stipulations should be agreed upon on the part of the Batavian 
Republic and His Majesty's Government with a view to the 
prevention of Desertion while the Troops of the two nations 
continue together at the Cape, I have the honor to signify to you 
my entire acquiescence upon this subject, and am further to ac­
quaint your Excellency that Mr. Hercules Ross Deputy Secretary 
has been appointocl on my part to adjust and arrange. the several 
particulars of tho proposed rneasure and who will meet such 
person as you shall b pleased to appoint at such time and place 
as may be found convenient. I have &c. 

(Signed) FRA.·c1s DUNDAS. 

IV. 2 11 
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[Copy.] 

Letter froin LIEUTENANT GENERAL DUNDAS to Co:i.rnISSARY 
GENERAL DE MIST. 

GOVERNMENT HousE, December 27th 1802. 

Sm,-I have to acknowledge the receipt of your Excellency's 
letter of the 25th instant, signifying to me your assent to the 
propositions I had the honor to make with regard to the formal 
restitution of this Settlement to take place on the 1st January 
1803. 

In answer to the paragraph in your Excellency's letter wherein 
you have proposed to me " that I should appoint some confidential 
person authorized on my part to arrange with such as shall be 
appointed by your Excellency the several details- as well as to 
make out Inventories of the Articles to be transferred to the 
Batavian Government in consequence of the Definitive Treaty of 
Peace," I have the honor to acquaint you of my hwing nominated 
for this purpose John Barrow Esq re. His Majesty's Auditor of 
Accompts in this Settlement, who is instructed to meet the person 
or persons your Excellency shall be pleased to name accordingly. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) :FnANCIS DUNDAS. 

[Original.] 

Letter froin LIEU'rEN ANT GENERAL DUNDAS to Lo1m HOBART. 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, December 27th 1802. 

MY Lo1rn,-I am to inform Your Lordship of the anival here of 
Victcrious. another Squadron of His Majesty's Ships from India 
Orpheus. as stated in the Margin since my last lo Your Lordship 
Euridice. of the 9th Instant, and am further to acquaint you that 
Hybille. the East India Ships destined to convey the remainder 

of the Troops from this Uarrison to Madras and llengal anehorcd 
in Table Bay on the ~0th and 22nd Instant. 

I am also to communicate for Your Lordship's information the 
arriYal of Rear Admiral Dekker on the l\Jth Instant with a 
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Squauron of Batavian :\fen of War having on board the Troops to 
take pm,scssion of this Settlement, the Bato Dutch Ship of War 
with Commissary General de Mist and Governor Janssens having 
also arrived on the 2:frd [nstant. 

Being alre:uiy in posse sion of His Majesty's "\Varrant trans­
mitte<i by Your Lordship for the restitution of this Settlement to 
the Batavian Republic (the receipt of which has been already 
acknowledged), I took the earliest opportunity of conveying to 
Commissary Oeneral I>e )fist Your Lordship's instructions upon 
that head; and having on this day subsequent to the arrival of the 
Hepreseutativcs of the Batavian Government had the honor of a 
conference, it was then agreed upon that the Colony should be 
formally restored on the 1st January 1803 ; doing myself the 
honor of enclosing herewith for Your Lordship's perusal and 
information Copies of such letters as have passed between the 
Batavian Connnissary and myself with a view to the preparatory 
arrangements for carrying into effect the orders of our respecti ,·e 
Go.-ernments. 

Although some particulars will still remain to be considered and 
adjusted between the IlepresentatiYes of the Batavian Government 
all(l myself before His Majesty's Troops are finally withdrawn from 
the Colony, yet from the candid and liberal disposition which has 
been manifested hitherto, n only by Commissary General De 
Mist and Governor Janssens, but by the whole of the Civil and 
Military Officers who have accompanied them from Holland, I 
entertain no doubt of my not heing able amicably to arrange the 
different points of discussion, without any difficulty or dispute; 
however should any obstacles or difficulties occur it is by no 
means my intention to take upon myself finally to decide with· 
n•gn.rd to them, it appearing to me more expedient for the good of 
His :Majesty's service, as also more becoming in me to refer any 
question which may pos. ibly arise to you for His Majesty's 
judgment and determination. 

Tho remains of tho 81 t Regiment consisting of about 200 men 
only (the greater part having volunteered into the Regiments 
under oniers for India) haYc embarked this morning on board the 
Scpuulron of His l\1aje~ty's Ships ~rom_ India and by whir.h oppor­
tunity this letter to 1 our Lordship will be conveyed. The East 
India ~hips Jlmry Addington and Ocean will be in readiness to 
receive on the i\1th Instant about a thommncl men from the :~4th 

2 11 :! 

t 
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and 63th Regiments destined for Madras, and will be followed in 
the course of a few days by the Castle Eden and Lord Duncan 
with the remainder of the 65th Regiment for Madras and a 
Detachment of the 8th Light Dragoons for Bengal, which will 
complete the embarkations of His Majesty's Troops from this 
place for India. 

I took occasion in my last to acknowledge the active exertions 
and cordial co-operation I had then experienced from Vice 
Admiral Sir Roger Curtis in carrying on the public service; these 
exertions are still continued, and throughout the service in which 
we have been together engaged have been (I am bound to say) 
unremitting. 

The arrangements for carrying home pursuant to Your Lord­
ship's commands the remainder of the Troops, the Civil Servants 
of Government and others of His Majesty's Subjects attached to 
the Army or desirous of quitting the Settlement, the Vice Admiral 
has nearly compleated; having reason to think that the final and 
complete evacuation by His Majesty's Forces will take place on 
or before the 12th January next. 

Such further particulars respecting this Colony as my duty 
will require me to communicate to Your Lordship I shall postpone 
for the present; it being my intention after the embarkation to 
do myself the honor of making a final report to Your Lordship 
relative to the administration of such of the affairs of this Settle­
ment as shall appear necessary to be laid before Your Lordship 
for His Majesty's information. I have &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

[Original.] 

Letter from VICE ADMIRAL CURTIS to SIR EVAN NEPEAN. 

Lanccuter, TABLE BAY, 

CAPE OF Goon HOPE, '271/1 Dtcember 1 02. 

Sm,-The occurrences here to be communicated Lo the Lords 
Commissioners of the Admiralty since my Letter of the 12th 
instant are as follow : 

The Batavian Rear Admiral Dekker in the Ship Pluto, the 
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Kortcnaa1·, and a Frigate, and some Transports, all having Troops 
in them, arrived on the 19th instant; and the Ship Bato, having 
on board the Commissary General De Mist, Mr. J anssens the 
Commander in Chief and Governour of this Country, with a variety 
of Civil Officers arrived on the 23rd. 

It is agreed between the Batavian Commissary General de Mist, 
Mr. Janssens, and General Dundas, that the Batavian Flag shall 
be hoisted on the Castle of .Good Hope on the first day of the 
ensuing Year: .And on this subject I have nothing further to add, 
than that between the Batavian and British, of every description, 
the utmost harmony prevails. 

The Ships belonging to the East India Company, ordered here 
to carry to India the remainder of the Troops destined to that 
Country, are also arrived, and will proceed on their Voyage the 
moment their \Vater is compleated. 

Having from various persons coming from England been in­
formed, that owing to the great number of small Vessels sold 
there from His Majesty's Service, and other causes, Vessels of 
such description were disposed of at very low prices, and having 
reason to believe that the Euphrosyne .Armed Brig of about 120 
Tons burthen, belonging to my Squadron, would at this time sell 
well in this Country, I caused her to be sold at Public .Auction, 
and she produced the nett sum of £977 12/ Sterling, and I hope 
their Lordships will approve of my having so disposed of this 
Vessel. 

In my Letter of the 24th April last I intimated to their Lord­
ships that, were I not instructed to do otherwise, I had it in 
contemplation to send to New South Wales the Salted Provisions 
in Store here; and ha Ying also communicated the same to the 
Commissioners of the Victualling, and they having signified to 
me their approbation of the measure, and the Ship BridgeU'ater 
bound to Sidney Cove having put into this Bay, I entered into 
an agre;ement respecting the Ifreightage with her Commander, 
and have put on board that Ship al>out Two Thousand Six Hun­
dred Casks of the said Salted Provisions. There is however still 
remaining about :Fifteen Hundred Casks, which I have no means 
of sending away, and for which there are no purchasers at this 
place. 

The defects of the Victorians, the account of which was sent 
to you with my Letter of thP 12th irnitant, have heP.n mfldP aoo<l 
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and that Ship, with the others that arrived here with her from 
India, will sail to-morrow. The 81st Regiment ordered to return 
to England has, in suitable proportions, been put on board these 
Ships, which measure I hope will meet their Lordships ap­
probation. 

The remainder of the Troops, Civilians &c. to be conveyed to 
England will be embarked on board the Ships of my Squadron ; 
and I am in great hope we shall b~ able to leave this Country in 
about a Fortnight. I am &c. 

(Signed) ROGER Cuuns. 

[Copy.] 

Proclamation mJ LIEUTENANT GENERAL .FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

Whereas by the 3rd Article of the Treaty of peace concluded 
at Amiens on the 27th March 1802 this Settlement is agreed 
to be restored to the Batavian Republic, which restoration will 
take place on Saturday next the 1st of January 1803. This is 
to signify to all the Inhabitants of this Colony of every descrip­
tion, and to all others (not subjects of the United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Ireland) who have taken the Oath of allegiance 
to His Britannic Majesty, that they are absolved from the said 
Oath from the above mentioned 1st of January 1803. 

Given under my Hand and Seal at the Castle of Good Hope, 
this 30th day of December 1802. 

(Signed) :FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

• This proclamation was withdrawn just as it was boiug published on the 31st. 
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[Copy.] 

List of Ships' Arrivals. 

Name of Ship. Where from. 

Portland Isle of France 
Bonetta Boston 
Jlancock Bencoolen 
Jos<'ph MuRcat 
Pegarns St. Helena 
Calypso Mozambique 
Chance South America 
Joachini Mozambique 
Chadotte Mauritius 
Equator Portsmouth 
Johanna Batavia 
Visurgis Bremen 
. Ji'anny Portsmouth, N.H. 
Britannia Bengal 
Walker Coast of Chili 
Herald Boston 
Active Salem 
l,ondon Portsmouth 
Three Sisters Copenhagen 
Echo Texel 
Britannia South .A.morica 
Neptune Batavia 
Pio Mingo Georgia 
S(JJ, Nymph Mozambique 
Eliza Sumatra 
Holstein E!Rineur 
Ilarry and Jane Portland 
Alhion Portsmouth 
William Helvoetsluys 
Oak Portsmouth 
l',findon Portsmouth, N.H. 
Pyraratic St . .Augustine's 
King of 1), ,1.11-.r!rk. Elsineur 
Oceun Newburyport 
.Anna J9scphus Port Jackson 
Lauram,.nw Rio Janeiro 
Rosina London 
Ji'"n11ell Texel. 
Jlc,-cules Cork 
Atlas Do. 
Mizal!eth Amsterdam 
Jlfariana Elsineur 
Gorenta Pelis Africana Port os Santos 
Peter and Calhuine Hamburg 
D11ke of K",t South Georgia 
Resolution Portsmouth 
Kiobenha1•tn Elsineur 
Nancy Do. 
l'hre11i.i; London 

471' 

I Nationality. 

American. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

English. 
Portuguese. 
English. 
Portuguese. 
DaniRh. 
American. 
Prussian.! 

Do. 
American . 
English. 

Do. 
American. 

Do. 
English. 
Danish. 
Dutch. 
English. 
American. 

Do. 
Port~uese. 
American. 
Danish. 
American. 
Engli,h. 
Dutch. 
English. 
American. 
Portuguese. 
Danish. 
.American. 
English. 
Portuguese. 
English. 
American. 
English. 

Do. 
Dutch. 
Danish. 
l'ortuguese. 
Hambw·g. 
English. 
.American. 
Danish. 

Do. 
English~ 
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Date. N arue of Ship. Where from. Nationality. 

1802. 
May 27 Martha London English. ,, 29 Perseus Portsmouth Do. 

" 
31 Gregers Juuhl Batavia Danish. 

June 14 Milford Bombay English. 
" 

23 Marion New York American. 
" 

29 Java Savannah Do. 
" 

29 Begona Monte Video English. 
July 14 Buffalo London Do. 

" 
20 Preden Copenhagen Danish. ,, 26 Schimmelman Do. Do. 

Aug. 2 President New York American. 

" 
3 Paulina Mauritius Hamburg. 

" 
5 Legere Marseilles French. 

" 
5 Kroon Printz Copenhagen Danish. 

" 
6 Ardistan Helvoetsluys Dutch. ,, 11 Vrede en Rust Middelburg Do. 

" 
21 Kiobenoven Copenhagen Danish. ,, 28 Goede Verwachting Embden Dutch. 

" 
28 Ro.sebud Buones Ayres American. Sept. 1 Traverse London Enfilish. 

" 
2 Experiment Do. o. ,, 2 Sir William Bensley Do. Do. ,, 5 Rendier Rotterdam Dutch. ,, 7 Neptune Helvoetsluys Do. ,, 8 F1·ederick and Marian Middelburg American. 

" 
14 Wilhelmina Theresa Copenhagen Danish. ,, 17 Ossijice Boston American. ,, 21 Jl.fanhattan New York Do. 

" 
26 Foxwell Batavia Do. ,, 26 Drie Zusters Do. Danish. Oct. 3 L'llydre Bordeaux French. ,, 3 Apollo Mozambique Do. 

" 
3 .Ansiatica Madra8 llamburg . ,, 5 Prudent 'l'ranquebar American. 

" 
5 Tottenham London English. ,, 7 Hannibal Buones Ayres American. 

" 
12 Fanny Isle of !<'ranee Do. 

" 
13 Brig Panny Coast English. 

" 
19 Admiral Chapman Isle of Franco Danish. 

" 
20 Minerva London English. 

" 
20 Lord Eldon Do. Do. 

" 
23 Olarisse Isle of Franco American. 

" 
24 Vennerue Copenhagen Danish. 

" 
24 Loyalist 'l'exel Dutch. 

" 
24 Dorothea llamburg Do. 

" 
24 Les Freres Unis Bordeaux French. 

" 
25 Skelton Castle London English. 

" 
27 Surinam Friends Amsterdam Dutch. 

" 
28 Dannebrog Copenhagen Danish. 

" 
31 L' Esperanzc, Buoncs Ayres Spanish. Nov. 2 Nile China English. 

" 
2 Minorca Do. Do. 

" 
5 Caledonia Loudon Do. 
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D&te. Name or Ship. Where from. .N atlonallty. 

1802 
Nov. 6 Philippe and ..4.ntoine Marseilles French. 

" 
6 Concessio,i Mozambique Portuguese. 

" 
13 Bonetta Calcutta .American. 

" 
15 Mariana Batavia Danish. 

" 
19 De twee Gysberts Altona Do. 

" 
19 .lltinerva Hamburg American . 

" 
U) .lltount Hope Newp•Jrt Do. 

,, 19 Camilla Boston Do. 

" 
::ll .tJnnetje Amsterdam Dutch . 

" 
21 Devaynes London English. 

" 
22 Martha Wcul1in17ton Batavia .American. 

" 
26 JJontenberg Do. Dutch. 

" 
28 Africaiue St. Malo French. 

" 
28 Vrouw Anna Catharina Hamburg Dutch. 

" 
28 Edwin Boston .American. 

" 
28 Vrede Frigate Rochelle Dutch. 

Dec. 3 Afary Delagoa Bay English. 

" 
7 Hunter Tcxel American. 
7 Bridgewater London English. 

" 
8 Wakkerheid Rochelle Dutch. 

" 
9 l,e Afentor Bordeaux French. 

" 
9 Europa Helvoetsluys Dutch. 

" 
9 Good Intention Texel Do. 

" 
9 Ganges China .American. 

" 
11 Favourite Quiloa French. 

,, 11 Carteret Falmouth English. 

" 
11 Echo Brig of War Batavia Dutch. 

" 
13 Elizabeth Sa~, Mozambique Portuguese. 

" 
17 Yonge George .Amsterdam Dutch. 

" 
17 Plw:nix Bengal Portuguese. 

" 
17 John Jay Batavia .American. 

" 
19 Pluto 64 Guns Europe Dutch. 

" 
19 Kortenaar Do. Do. Do. 

" 
19 :Maria Rygersberg 36 Do. Do. 

" 
19 White Etigle Plymouth Danish. 

,, 20 Ocean Downs English. 

" 
20 Jlenry Addington Do. Do. 
20 Suffolk London Do. ' " 23 Ccistle Eden Downs Do. 

" 
" 

23 Lord Duncan Do. Do. 
,, 23 Bcilavia 'l'exel Dutch. 
,, 23 Hendrika Johanna Do. Do. I• 

23 Alaria Aletta Do. Do. 
23 Bato 74 Guns Do. Do. 

" 
25 Britannia London English. 

" 
25 Renommee Nantes French. 

" 
25 La Flore Do. Do. 

" 
25 Hrldin Midclelhurg Danish. 

" 
26 Helen Rt. Helena Engli~h. 

" 
29 :Marin 'l'cxcl Dutch. 

I " 
31 lJrenthe Dover Do. 

\ 

... 
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[Copy.] 

Letter from LIEUTENANT GENERAL DUNDAS ta COM::\IISSARY 
GENERAL D}; MIST. 

CASTLE OF GOOD Hon, 31sf December 1802. 

Sm,-I have the honor to acquaint you of my having this 
moment received an order from His Majesty's Secretary of Stato 
to delay the restitution of this Settlement to the Batavian 
Government. 

Although I am therefore under the necessity of requesting 
Your Excellency to postpone your further arrangements for taking 
possession of the Colony, yet it gives me pleasure to mention my 
having received the most positive Instructions to avoid taking 
any step iu executing His Majesty's commands which can in any 
manner create an apprehension of any hostile motive on the part 
of my Government towards that of your Excellency on this 
occasion, being further instructed that should the Troops of the 
Batavian Republic have arrived in the expectation of taking 
immediate possession of the Colony, that in the event of those 
Troops being on .;;hore they are to be stationed in such a manner 
as to prevent any sort of interference with my authority here. 
I have to request of your Excellency to favor me with your senti­
ments as soon as convenient as to the mode in which an arrange­
ment may amicably be made between us with a view to that end. 

I have the honor to be with the highest respect and considera­
tions, &c. 

(Signed) F1~ANCIS Du~mAs. 

[ 'opy.J 

Letter from COMMISSARY GE. JmAL DE MIST to LmUTENANT 
GENERAL l)UNDAS. 

Du CIIATEAU AU CAP DE )lONNE ESPERANCE, ce 31 Deceml,re 1 02'. 

MoNSIEUR,-U'est avec une IJeine infinie que j'ai du apprendrc­
par la lettre que V. Excellence vient de m'envoyer dans !'instant 
<1ue des ordres re«;mes l'ont mis 1lans la n6ccssit6 de suspcndre la. 
restitution de cctte Colonie u la Itcpublique Batave, laq_ue1le de 
commun accord fut arrnngce pour ce soir meme. 

I 

I 

I 
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Me £ant sur la Foi d'un Traite, aussi so1emnellement conclu a 
Amiens, et ratifie par les Gouvernements respectifs que nous 
avons l'honneur de representer ici, et etant sur que le Gouverne­
ment Batave depuis mon depart de l'Europe n'a pu manquer dans 
l'accomplissement d'une obligation quelconque, qui lui pourroit 
etre imposee par le susdit Traite. Votre Excellence trouvera 
juste la surprise qu'une telle suspension m'a du causer. Le 
Gouvernement Batave, en m'envoiant a l'Afrique n'a pas pu me 
donner des Instructions sur un cas qu'il n'a pu prevoir ni ranger 
parmi les possibilitcs. C'est done dans la parfaite ignorance, ou 
je me trouve par rapport des ciruonstances actuelles en Europe, 
que j'ai recours au seul moieu qui me reste pour conserver a la 
Republique Batave le bon droit qu'elleare~m par la paix d'Amiens 
sur cette Colonie et c'est de protester solemnellement, comme je 
proteste devant Votre Excellence par celle-ci contre toute perte, 
fraix et d6mmages que la Republique Battave souffre deja, et 
pourra souffrir dans la suite par un delai d'accomplissement de 
!'article 6 du Traite de Paix d'Amiens. 

Au reste j'entre volontiers dans toutes les vues de V. Excellence, 
qui teudent a conserver la bonne intelligence qui fut si heureuse­
ment etablie eutre V otre Excellence et moi et entre les Troupes 
des deux Nations, qui se trouvent reunies sur cette point de 
l'Afrique. ,J'ai autori~ le Coutre Admiral S. Dekker, Com­
mandant la Force Navale Batave dans ces parages, et le Collonel 
Henry Commandant les Troupes sous mes ordres, pour projetter 
a !'instant meme avec les Commissaires que Votre Excellence 
voudra nommer de sa part a cette fin, quelques Articles qui 
pourroient constituer 111w Acte de Convention entre Y. Excellence 
et le Vice .Admiral Curtis Commandant en chef la Force Na vale 
de sa :M:ajestc Britannique a cette Hade, d'une part et de rnoi dans 
ma qualite de Comrnissaire General du Gouvernement Batave de 
l'autre part. J'en attendrai le r6sultat et je prie Yotre l~xcellence 
d'etre persuade que j'y apporterai de mon cote toute cette candeur 
et bonne foi, qui fait la caractere distinctif de ma nation, et toutes 
Jes ]facilit6s que l'indepeudance de cette nation et l'honneur des 
Troupes Bataves sous mes ordrcs pourront permettre. 

J'offre a Votre Excellence !'assurance &c. 

(Signe) J. A. DE MIST, 

< 'ommiss. ( :cneral. 

 

 



476 Records of the Cape Colony. 

LCopy.J 

Letter from LIEUTENANT GENERAL DUNDAS to COMMISSARY 

GENERAL DE MIST. 

GOVERNMENT Hou~, 3ht December 180'.l. 

Srn,-I do myself the honor of acquainting Your Excellency 
of my having named Colonel Hamilton Deputy Quartermaster 
General and John Pringle Esq re. Commissary General, who are 
authorized by me to communicate with such Persons as Your 
Excellency shall be pleased to appoint for the purpose of adjusting 
without delay the several points which Your Excellency signified 
to me your desire should be amicably discussed in consequence 
of the intelligence which Vice Admiral Sir Roger Curtis and 
myself had the honor of communicating to you this rooming. 

I have, &c 
(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

[Copy.] 

Proclamation 'by LIEUTENANT GENERAL FRANCIS DUNDAS and 
Cm,rnrssARY GENERAL J. A. DE MIST. 

·whereas Instructions have this day arrived from His Majesty's 
principal Secretary of State, stating that the restitution of this 
Colony to the Batavian Republic should be for a time delayed, on 
account of circumstances having occurred to reno.er it au vi'lable, 
we the undersigned, in order to obviate and do away any suspicion 
or alarm that might arise between the Troops of His Britannic 
Majesty and those of the Bata,ian Republic at this place, have 
found it expedient to publish this general Notice and proclamation, 
warning all persons whatsoever, either directly or indirectly by 
any false or forged representations, or by any other act, not to 
interrupt the good understanding that has happily been re­
established between His Britannic Majesty and the Batavian 
Republic. 

Given at the Castle of Good Hope, 31st Decemher 1802. 

(Signed) FHA:NCIS DUNDAS, Lieut.-Gcneral. 
J. A. DE Mr~T, Commissary General. 
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[Copy.] 

General Orders. 

477 

3ht December 1802. 

Colonel Hamilton is to take the duty of Cape Town and 
Lines this Evening and to Visit the Guards and Posts as usual. 

Lieut. General Dundas having this day received instructions 
from His Majesty's Secretary of State that the restitution of this 
Colony should be delayed, judges it necessary to communicate this 
information to the Troops under bis Command, but at the same 
time to inform them that the good understanding which has been 
established between His Majesty's and the Batavian Government 
has suffered no interruption, consequently the same attentions and 
respect as have hitherto been paid the Officers and Soldiers of the 
Batavian Troops at present at the Cape will be continued to be 
shewn,-the Lieut. General being confident that both Officers and 
Men will be cautious of committing any act likely to prevent a. 
continuance of that harmony and good will which have hitherto 
prevailed between the Troops of the two Nations. 

A true copy. 
(Signed) ROBERT McNAB, Town Major. 

[Copy.] 

Articles of Agreement concl1tded this 31st day of December 1802 
between COLONEL HAMILTON, Dep1dy Quartrrmaster General 
and ,JOHN PRINGLE, ESQRE., Ccnnrnissary General, d1dy a1.dho/ 
izcd for this purpose by their Excellencies LIEUT. GENERAL 
DUNDAS and VICE ADMIRAL Srn ROGER CuRTIS, BART., on 
thr part of His Britannic Majesty, and REAR ADMIRAL S. 
DEKKER, Command r in Chief of the Batavian Fleet for the 
East Indies, and COLONEL HENRY, Commander of tlw Cape 
Garrison, also d1tly authorized by His Excellency the COMMISSARY 
GENERAL DE MIST on the part of thr Batavian Republic . 

.Art. 1.-Everytbing shall be considered as remaining on the 
same footing that was stipulated by mutual accord this morning 
before the arrival of the orders of His Britannic Majesty. 

Remark.-The Lieutenant Governor agrees to this proposition 
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without any prejudice however to the full exercise of his authority 
in all points whatever agreeable to the orders he has received. 

Art. 2.-The Commissary General de Mist shall be at liberty to 
eneamp or canton the Datavian Troops in the neighbourhood of 
Cape Town, and to select for that purpose the most convenient 
position for the health, safety, and accommodation of these Tr >ops. 

Remark.-They shall encamp or canton in the neighbourhood of 
Wynberg, and it is to be understood they are not to move from 
thence beyornl the usual distance allowed in a Camp, without the 
knowledge and concurrence of the Lieut. Governor. 

Art. 3.-Their Excellencies shall not binder the free transport 
of Baggage, Arms, and everything else necessary for encamping or 
cantoning the Troops. 

Remark.-Agreed to, provided that not more than eight Field 
pieces (six pounders) shall be carried to Camp. 

Art. 4.-A free communication shall be allowed with the 
Batavian Ships whether of War or Transport, now in the Bay or 
whieh may arrive hereafter, and no impediment shall be made to 
the disembarkation of any Troops that may still arrive, or to their 
Arms, Ammunition, and Baggage. 

Rr,nark.-Agreed to, in conse(]_uence of the orders received 
from His Britannic Majesty to avoid any possible steps which 
could lead to even the apprehension of a hostile motive, but only 
in so far as relates to the Troops intended for the Garrison of the 
Cape. 

Art. 5.-All Batavian Ships, whether of War, Transport, or 
Commerce, shall have permission to prosecute their Voyages, or to 
return to Europe, according to tho orders they may have ou this 
subject, and which the Commissary General shall deem necessary 
to 6rive them. 

Remarl.:.-Agree<l to. 
Art. G.-Iu case His Excelleney Lieut. General Dundas should 

receive any orders from Europe relative to the present state of 
affairs he shall communicate them to tho Commissary General, and 
in the event of these or<lurs leading to acts of hostility, he engages 
to give the Commissary Uenoral Eight days preYious notice, in 
order that he may take sueh measures either for remaining in or 
kaving the Colony with every person and thing under his onlors 
as may be necessary, Rllgaging himsdf to act reciprocally in this 
respect towards His Excellency. 
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Rtmarl.:.-Agreed to. It being clearly understood that the 
pri viloge of either staying in or leaving the Colony with everything 
belonging to His lfajesty or InJ.iviJ.uals is equally left to the 
option of their Excellencies. 

Art. 7.-The only object of the present agreement being the 
maintenance of gooJ. onler, the Commissary General of the 
Batavian Republic promises to J.o everything that J.epenJ.s on 
him to prevent J.i 'turbances, or any act which might J.isturb 
the Public Peace in the Jhstrict where the Troops may be 
stationeJ.. 

1 Remarl.:.-Their Excellencies mo't corilially concur in carrying 
into effect the object of this article. 

Art. 8.-To ensure the sub,istence of the Troops of the two 
nations, the Lieutenant Uoveruor shall in no manner hirnler the 
supply of the Batavian Troops, as the Commissary General of the 
Batavi:m Republic on his part will in no way interfere to prevent 
Supplies from the Interior going into Cape Town. 

Rnnar/c.-Agreed to in the terms of the preceding Article. 
Art. 9.- - .J.. one of these arrangements shall be iuterpreted at any 

time against the Batnsian Republic, or against the Commissary 
General, as abandoning in any shape the clear right that the Peace 
of Amiens has given them to the Ce sion of this Colony. 

R1 mark-Certainly not. 
Art. 10.-, undry Detachments to hinder any disturbances in 

the neighbourhood of the Camp or to constrain the Hottentots, as 
well as for the Escort of Provisions either to the Batavian Camp 
or to Cape Town shall not be considered as moYiug the Troops 
from the Position fixed. The Batavian Troops shall not return to 
Cape Town J.uring this agreement, neither shall the Eugli 'h 1roops 
take up any position out of the Castle or :Forts which can molest 
the Batavian Camp in any 1nan11er. 

Jll'Jlw r/.:.-Agreetl to, provi1le<i such disturbances either threaten, 
or have actually taken pl:tce, and that the Rafe Guards for \Vaggous, 
< ·c., do not exceed what is usual for such purposes. 

Art. 11.-Iu case of any doubts or difficulties arising concerning 
the true meaning of the pre cut Agreement, they shall ho explained 
in the most allrnntageous manner for carrying into ellect the 
salutary motives which have induced their Excellencies and. the 
Commissary Oencral of the Batavian Republic to enter iuto it, aucl 
more e::;vecially for ensuring to the Commissary General, the 

I 

I 

I 
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Governor and General in Chief, and the officers Civil and Military 
the greatest security, liberty, and independence. The whole in 
order to cement more strongly the good intelligence so happily 
established between their Excellencies and the Commissary General 
of the Batavian Republic. 

(Signed) S. DEKKER, 
Schout bij nacht in dienst der Bataafsche 

Republiek. 
JOHN PRINGLE, 

Commissary General. 
JOHN H.UULTON, 

Deputy Quartermaster General. 
C. J. HENRY, 

Col. Commandant les Troupes Bataves au 
Cap. 

Ratified 3rd January 1803. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS, Lieutenant GeneraL 
J. A. DE MIST. Commissary General. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from LORD HOBART to LIEUTENANT GENERAL DUNDAS. 

DOWNING STREET, lat January, 1803. 

Sm,-Inclosed I have the honour to transmit to you a Copy of 
the arrangement that has been made with the Court of Directors 
of the East India Company, for conveying His Majesty's Troops 
from the Cape, destined to India, to their intended Stations; anu. 
I am to desire that you will cause the utmost diligence to be used 
in the Embarkation of the Troops, as the Ships shall severally 
arrive, so that no Ship shall be detained at the Cape beyond the 
term of eight days, except in a case of absolute necessity. 

Your letter dated August communicating your correspondence 
with Commodore Mellisen, Commanding the Dutch Squadron 
bound to Batavia, has been laid before the King, who has been 
graciously pleased to express His approbation of the application 
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you had made to that Officer, for the purpose of providing 
the means of security for the Interior of the Colony, upon the 
removal of the British Troops, which became inevitable in 
consequence of your Instructions relative to the Evacuation of 
the Cape. 

I am commanded by His Majesty to desire that you will 
cautiously avoid entering into any Engagements with the Hepre­
sentati ves of the Batavian Republic upon any subject relating to 
Money; and that in transferring to them the Military occupation 
and Civil Government of the Colony, you will acquaint them that 
all other matters must be referred for discussion to your respective 
Governments. I have &c. 

(Signed) HOBART. 

[Enclosure in the above.] 

15th December 1802. 

Statement of the probable time the undermentioned Ships 
proposed to carry Troops from the Cape of Good Hope to India 
may be expected to arrive at the Cape and be ready to receive 
the Men aboard. 

Cumberland and Hinrr"6tan, each to carry 600 Men, bound to 
Mmlras, may be expected at the Cape about the 15th March 1803. 

Admiral Gardner and Sir S. Li1shin,qton, the first to carry 400 
and the second 200 l\fen, bound to Madras or Bengal, may be 
expected at the Cape about the 30th March. 

City of London, to carry 400 Men, bound to Bengal, may be 
expected at the Cape about the 30th May. 

Blphinstonc, to carry 600 Men, hound to Bombay, may be 
e:qieetcd at the Cape about the 15th April. 

]lu!fh fntJlis, Calcutta, and Lord Castlcrca!Jh, each to carry 400 
Men, bound to Madras or Bengal, may be expected at the Cape 
about the 15th May. 
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[Copy.] 

Proclamation by LIEUTENANT GENERAL DUNDAS. 

Whereas the circumstances that have lately occurre<l might 
excite in the Breasts of the ill-disposed part, of the Community 
opinions and designs prejudicial to the puhlic welfare and repose; 
and Whereas any attempts originating from such opinions :tTl(l 
designs to iutenupt the public peace can ha, e no other effect than 
to produce disorder and confusion, misery and ruin, the destrnction 
of Families, and a general desolation in the Country, in order to 
prevent as far as possible such direful consequences, I do heroby 
prohibit, in the most positive manner, on pain of prompt execution 
of Military Law, which by virtue of the powers in me vested I do 
hereby proclaim, all assemblages of armed peasants or other 
Inhabitants of any description whatsoeYer, unless by my authority 
and Commands conveyed in the nsual manner to the Landdrosts 
or other officers properly qualified to iRsue the same. Arni all the 
Inhabitants of this Settlement, bound by the Oath of Allegiance 
they have taken to His Britannic Majesty, arc hereby warned of 
the fatal consequences that must inevitably ensue to themselves 
their families and property by any deviation from this public order, 
it being my positive resolution to enforce a strict and literal 
obedience of the same. 

And ·whereas it is expedient during the present state of the 
Settlement that the lnlm1iitants in general, both of Cape Town and 
the Country Districts, should not be permitted to quit their 
habitations, I do furLher forbid all pe1 , ons residing in t.his Town 
from leaving the same wiLh their .Families for the purpose of 
changing their places of abode, without my 8pecial leave and 
authority, and those of the Country J>istril'ts without the know­
ledge and approbation of the respective Lan<ldrosts and IIe~m­
ra<len. 

Given under my Uarnl and Seal at the Castle of Goo<l Hope, 
this 2n<l day of Jamuu·y 1803. 

(, 'igncd) 
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[Original.] 

Ldlcr f ro1n LIEUT EX ANT GENERAL DUNDAS to Lono HOBART. 

CAPE 01!' Goon llOl'E, 3rd January 1803 . 

.l\fy Lmm,-Thc arrirnl of His Majesty's Ship Victorious in 
1<:uglarnl (which must necessarily precede the receipt of this 
])ispateh) with the Letter aud accompanying papers arnl corres­
pondem:e hetweeu the Commissary General of the Batavian 
Itepuhlic :tll(l myself previous to the date thereof, and which I 
transmitted liy that opportunity, will have fully informed Your 
Lordship of the Preliminary Steps which had been taken for 
restoring to the Uatavian Uovermnent on the 1st Instant the 
8ettlement of the Cape, pursuant to the Conditions of the Defini­
tive Treaty of Peace sigue1l at Amiens arnl in compliance with .a 
warrant under His Majesty's Hoyal Rign Manual hearing date 
3rd May 1802, and enclosed to me by Your Lordship in your letter 
of the :30th April last. 

As I ha<l the honour to state in my Dispatch of the 27th ultimo 
that every arrangement; would he imme1liately ma1le for the 
emcuation of the 8ettlclftCnt, I am now to ac11uaint Your Lord­
ship that they were cornplcatc1l on the 31st Dcccmhcr, and all the 
Troops for India with the exception of al,out five hundred men 
belonging to the /,5th Ucgiment having !icon emharke1l hy that 
day on hmml the Rhir,s Ocmn and Henry Addinytun, and even the 
remainder of the G5th Hegiment as almve mentioned having lJCen 
umler or<iers for cmharkation on the 1st January at <layhrcak 
when they were to have marched from Wynherg fur that purpose. 
One Grenadier Company only remained in the Castle, which 
together with the few men on gnar<l constitute<l the whole of our 
Force in Cape Town, arnl e~·en these few wero to have been 
reliove1l hy the Batavian Troops at [i o'doi:k in the evening of 
the :Hst I>ceemhcr, and to 1111 e111barkc<l awl finally withdrawn 
from the Rcttlcmcnt accor<lingly . 

..1\hout Noon on the :list; l>c<"emher His l\lajcsty's Rhip Imogrne 
anchore<l in Tal,le Bay, haYincr h<"1•11 ho11orc1l with a I>npli!·atc of 
Your Lorih;hip's most, s1:crct dispat<'h of the 17 OctolH•r last, 
signifying to nw llis l\Iajcsty'~ cw11m:11uls that the restitution of 
the Cape of <:ood Hope to the Hatavian Gornrnmcnt should be 

~ I ~ 

 

 



484 Records of the Oapc Culuny. 

delayed until further orders, and that the departure of any part of 
the Troops for India or for Europe should he suspended. 

As the Troops of the Ratavian Hepul,lic were already on shore, 
it no longer remained with me to determine whether they shoul<l 
be disemlmrkecl or not, and therefore the discretionary powers upon 
that head (with which Your Lordship did me the honor to entrust 
me) could not be exerted. 

Having macle every arrangement and plec1gecl myself to Com­
missary General de Mist and Governor Jansen for the delivering 
up this Settlement on the Evening of the very clay on which I 
received your Lordship's onlers to retain possession of it, the 
re-occupying the Castle Lines and other works (from the greater 
part of which His 1\Iajcsty's Troops had been withdrawn) became 
a matter of considerable difficulty and dnnger in the face of a 
Dody of Batavian Troops already in possession of the Barracks, 
and more numerous than the wh9le of the effective force at the 
Cape of Good Hope under my command. 

As soon as your instructions of the 17th October were perused 
by me orders were given for the instantaneous debarkation of the 
Troops on board the Indiarncn in the Harbour to re-occupy the 
Castle; a part of those remaining at \Vynberg were directed 
at the same time to march and take possession of the Block 
Hon~es and Datteries upon the Heights commanding the Town 
and Castle. This Service by the exertion of the Boats of the 
:Fleet and the acli\ ity arnl intelligL•nce of the officers under my 
command was in a v<'ry short time eff eeted without any opposition 
on the part of the Batavian Uarrison, whoso very praiseworthy 
forheamnce I cannot hut meutiou upon this occasion. 

Your Lordship's letter of the 17 October haYing positively 
prohibited me from exciting even jealousy or apprehension in the 
minds of the Hatavian Troops of any hostile motives much less of 
any act of aggression towanls them, l coultl not co11ccivo mysolf 
entitled to act any other\l"ise than upon the defensive, to which 
line of culllluct iL is my 1luty firmly Lo adhere until honored with 
His Majesty's further comnunHls which in my very critical situa­
tion l most anxiously expect. 

Vice A<lrniral Rir J:ogl'r Cmlis arnl mpelf having fulfille<l what 
we conceived our lirnL arnl most indispe11saLle duty to His 
Majesty arnl our c·mmlry, lo:-;t not a moment in "ailing 11po11 
the Bata,ian ('nmmis,mry C:enl'ral lle n[i,;t all<l <loYernor ,Jan. t•n 
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(who had been for some time past living in the Government House 
in the Castle) lo convey to them the orders we had received. The 
astonishment of the,;e Gentlemen upon recei,ing this very un­
cxpeclocl intelligence was necessarily very great and could only be 
cc1uallcd by the moderation and temper they manifested upon the 
receipt of it. 

Your Lonlship will easily conceive after an at ten ti ve perusal of 
tho foregoing narrati ,·c the very unpleasant predicament in which 
the Batavian Commissary General arnl Aclmi.ral (;ommanding their 
Squadron found themselves placed nor was it less diilicult for Vice 
Admiral Sir Roger Curtis ancl my1;elf to determine upon or advise 
the proper line of conduct, to lie pursued by us in a situation so 
new and perhaps unprecedented. 

Under circumstances so new and peculiar a positive resolution 
was immediately taken by the Representatives of the Bata,ian 
Government as well us hy the Vice Admiral and my1;elf to redress 
at all events any disputes uetween the Troops of the two nations 
which might lead to a commencement of hostilities, and therefore 
with a view of 11acifyiug the minds of the 13ata,ian Soldiery as 
well as the InhaLitants of Cape Town and the 8ettlement at large 
(who expecting to have seen the Hatavian .Flag displayed in the 
Course of a few hours ere naturally m1H:h disappointed and 
anitated) the proclamation B No. 2 was immediately issued, 
p;cparnlory to the arlides of agremneut which were proposed by 
l\fr. de Mist and agreed to Ly me as detailed in the euclosurc U, 
proper persons on uoth sides ha,ing Leen previously appointed and 
authorized to arrange and discuss the same. 

IL would ill Lccome me to offor any comment upon the proLal>le 
unhappy if not direful effe<:ts wl1ich may Le e. J>el'ted to re:rnlt 
from the lrarn,aetions which took ]>lace in this ~ettlcmenl on the 
;J IsL Uceemher. As a ~oldier l ean 011 I) obc:) not foel i 11g rnpelf 
entitled lo judge; illllulging ,t hope howe\ er that \\'hate\ er Lite 
consc<1ucnces may be I shall 11ot l>c considered oll10n1 i ·e than to 
have done my cluty. 

I transmit to Your Lordship hcrcrn ith Uovics of sueh letters as 
have passed between the Hatavian Commissary (;cnc:ml l)c 1Ii ·t 
and myself together with sut:11 other puLlic papers or prodamations 
as may demand Your Lol'(lship's nutiee or conl'icleralion. 

The Proclamation rnarkc,l 1\ No. ;\ cstahlisltiug Martial Law in 
llrn; Colony for the prescuL was absolutely neee:--sary lo lH'Cveut 
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commotions and tumultuous meetings amongst the Inhabitants who 
being sensible of the reclucecl numbers of His Majesty's Troops at 
present in Garrison here and being moreover di,mffecLecl to the 
British Government showed strong symptoms of ltevolt, and who 
had they met with any encouragement from the ltepresentativcs 
of the Batavian Government woulcl have macle hostile attempts 
against His Majesty's Forces. 

A Duplicate of my letter of the 27th December to which I have 
alreacly alluded, together with Copies of its enclosures will ac­
company this Dispatch. I ha vc &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

[ Original. J 
Letter from VICE ADMIRAL CURTIS to Sm EVAN NEPEAN. 

LancaFtPr, TABLE DAY, 

CAPE OF GOOD II01•E, 3rc! January 1803. 

Sm,-The Imogen with dispatches to Lieutenant General Dundas 
and me arrived here ahout noon on the 31st ultimo. 

In my Letter to you of the 27th ultimo, sent Ly the Victorious, 
I informed you that the Batavi:m Hear Admiral with the Troops 
to take posscs~ion of the Rcttlement had arrive<l, arnl also the 
Commissary General, ancl the Oovernonr, appointed to the Settle­
ment hy the Hataviau Oovemment. I in the same Letter al ·o 
ac<1uainte<l yon, that the BaL:i\ian l<'lag ,ras to lie displayed on the 
Castle of Go()(l Hope on the morning uf the 1st instant. 

The English Guards were to have l,cen relicve<l from the several 
rusts, by the Batavian Troops, who were prepare<l to take their 
places in five or six. hours, when the l11w:11 ,1 arri \'ed. The Data vi:m 
Troops, aLout 1:rno who were in Lhe Barracks (wl1id1 luul )JCen gi, en 
up to them) situated close to the Castle, in which we liacl very few 
}.frn, they luning l>een removed preparatory to the ceremony 
inlendc<l to take place the ne. t morning; anll the momcuL was 
Yery critical. As soon as the <leneral awl l had rea<l our <lispatcltes 
we waitc<l on the Commi. sary ()cneral de :!'llist, and the Oovcruuur 
J ancs. ons arnl the purport of the <1eneral's In. trndious wa 
co111munirate<l lo thein, a1Hl thl'ir lieh,n ionr 011 this oeeasiou "as 
vmy temperate, ,tltluHtgh they were e, idcutly much affected. The 
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Batavian Officers and Troops woro in great agitation, but wore 
appoasod by tho Govornour (who is likewise the Commander in 
Chief of tho Troops) by assuring thorn nothing hostile was intended 
against the Batavian Government. In the mean time orders were 
sent fur immediately to bring again on shore about ine Hundred 
Troops whil'h were on boanl the Ships Ocean and IIuii·y Adrlin,r;ton, 
and would harn sailou for India the next morning. The relanding 
these Men (who immediately took possession of the Castle) excited 
the most )i\"cly sensation in the minds of the Batavian Troops, and 
au opposition to their coming on shore was seriou,,ly apprehended, 
but was prevented by tho temper and moderation of the Com­
missary General all(l tho (fornruour Janessons. The Troops in 
our Camp, and at other out-Posts, were also movctl into the Cw,tle 
or near it, And I am happy to say that things were brought to this 
state without any di,;agreeable circumstance occurring. 

The Commissary de Mist anu Goveruour J anessons felt strongly 
the nature of their situation, and proposed the entering into such 
terms on this very <l.clicato occasion as suited their own honour, 
and tho honour of their nation : They therefore, as soon as they 
could ba digested, arnl fairly wriLten, proposed to General Dundas 
and me the terms contained in the paper enclosed, which having 
been very maturely wei'._'. eel and considered by us, were replied to, 
and concluded on, as in the paper is set forth. And we flatter 
ourselves that all the circumstances of the uncommon peculiarity 
and importance of the case lJciug considered, our con<l.ucL on the 
occasion will he approved of. 

Geueral J lunclas will of course give the neccs1sary information 
rvspeating the state of the Force under his Or<l.ors, and all uther 
llclail:i relative lo hi' Department. 

~\n .\mericau Sdwoner arrived here last night, from the Com­
mander of \\hid1 wo arc i11J'ormc1l, that on the l~th of )fovemhcr, 
he liciug then in Lat. 4° :33' N., awl Long. ~8 :W' West, he fell 
in with a Spanish Ship from ,vhich he learnt that on the 10th of 
thaL Mmillt the Sp:mi~h Ship hail been in company with 7 Sail of 
Line ol' Jlallle Ships, composc1l of French and lkttavians, all ha,ing 
Troops ou board, arnl sai1l thl'y were going to the Cape of Good 
Hope; but as they have not arrived lie supposes they must have 
put into the Brazils. One of the::;e Ships was said to have Twelve 
11 nndn'd Soldil'rs on Honr1l. WhaL rnay ensue hl'rc when the 
Frl'ucl1 arrive it is impo ~iblc even to ('Olljecturc. 
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The serious situation of affairs here, and the above intelligence, 
form together a matler of such importance (allhough it is possible 
the Ships may be only armi en flute, arnl conducting :French Troops 
to India to be placed in their possessions in that Country) that I 
think it highly proper to send the Rattlesnake to apprizo Admiral 
Hainier of the same by a Secret dispatch, and General Dundas will 
also write to the Governour General. 

V pon my mentioning to the Commissary General do Mist this 
morning the information obtained frum the American, ho said he 
did not believe any Batavian Ships were wilh the :French, but 
Governour Janessons told me a few days ago that he expect<>d some 
:French Troops would call here in their way to the Mauritius and 
India. 

The Batavian Ships of War now here are the Admiral's Ship the 
Pluto pierced for 68 Guns, but only 38 mounted, the Kortenrwr 
pierced for G4 Guns, with only 38 mounted, the Bato pierced for 
7G, but only about 40 mountetl, the J.faria Rr·i!lcrsucrgcn a Frigale 
of 32 Guns, two Corvettes and an Armetl Ship. Tho <lismonnted 
Guns of these Ships arc saill to be in their holtls. 

It may be proper their Lordships should be informed thaL 
Captain Vaughan of the Imogen is charged \\ilh a dispatch from 
the Commi. sary de Mist ad<lrossed An bet Staats Hewcnd der 
Bataafsche Hepublick, Hage, to be delivered by him to the Batavian 
Ambassador, or their Agent in London. 

I perceive I have been informal in the comrncnccmcut of this 
Letter, in not stating their Lonlships Instructions to me recei,cd 
hy the lmo!Jm, were elated the 17Lh October 180~, aml ,rcre 
marked Duplicate. I am &c. 

(Signed) HOGER CUHTIS. 

P.S.-Siuce concluding the above Leiter, it is as<'ertained that 
the BataYitm ~hips have their lower Deck (luus on boarJ as lhe 
AJmiral has already mounted Five OIL each side.-R C. 

 

 



Records of the Cnpc Colony. 

[Original.] 

Letter froui LIEUTENANT GENERAL DUNDAS to LORD HOBART. 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, 11th January 1803. 

MY LonD,-I do myself the honor to acquaint Your Lordship by 
the return of the Princess Arnclia Pacquet, by which I yesterday 
received the Triplicate of your Dispatch of the 17th October last, 
that all things remain here upon nearly the same footing as when 
I did myself the honor of writing to Your Lordship on the 3rd 
Instant by His Majesty's Sloop Imogene. 

The Batavian Troops in pursuance of the agreement entered into 
between Commissary General de Mist and myself, are preparing for 
their encampment at ·wynberg the place assigned them, and will 
proceed thither in the course of a few tlays. 

The establishing of Martial Law throughout this Settlement by 
a Proclamation bearing date the 2nd Instant and already trans­
mitted to Your Lordship has had the desired effect of preventing, 
as yet, any open acts of rebellion or hostile proceedings, on the part 
of the Inhabitants of Cape Town and its vicinity; indulging a hope 
that before any combinafons can be formed with a view to oppose 
the authority of His Majesty's Government, I shall be favored with 
such communications from Your Lordship as will enable me to take 
such decisive measures as are calculated compleatly to remove the 
cmlJarrassment of our present state, arising from the peculiarity of 
our present situation, as well as the uncertainty as to the future 
fate of the Colony; it being impossible totally to prevent tl1ose 
apprehensions antl jealousies amongst the 13atavian Troops as well 
as the Inhabitants at large, which the tlelay in the restitution of 
the Colony has naturally occasioned; the dangerous effects of 
which, should the adjustment of any political differences existing 
in .Em·ope bo protracted, may be easily foreseen. I have &c. 

(Signed) FlL\..NUIS DUNDAS. 
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[Original.] 

Letter froni LIEUTENANT GE~ImAL DUNDAS to Lonn IIoHAltT. 

CAPE OP Goon lIOl'E, 11th Jcmuiiry 1803. 

l\fy L0RD,-I think it expedient to commurricato, in my own 
hand, a few particulars confidentially to your Lonlship, \\ hich 
Prudence has not permitted me to mention in my pnhlic Vispatch. 

The extensive line of Posts to be occupied with the small number 
of Troops under my command, renders my present military position 
extremely uncertain and precarious, as should the Data,ian Troops 
be inducetl to make any attempts against me, for the purpose of 
gaining possession of this Settlement by force, stimulated perhaps 
by the disaffected Inhabitants, or other motives, to break their 
agreements with me, the events would be doubtful, and in spite of 
all my exertions to the contrary might prove unfortunate to His 
Majesty's arms. 

As my letter of the 22nd August last must have communicated 
to Your Lordship early in November the intentions of Sir Hoger 
Curtis and myself, to anril ourselves of such shipping as was 
procurable here for expediting the embarkations for India, Your 
Lonlslrip will have been aware of the retlucetl number of the troops 
under my command; flattering myself with a hope that the 
reinforcements necessary fur us are already on their passage to the 
Cape, so as to prncmle the arrirnl of the intelligence of ho::;tililies 
Inning taken place, a cinmmstance in our present situation ex­
tremely important, ,vith a view to the tlefence and possession of the 
settlement. 

I have only now to a<ld that should the war lie renewe<l, supplies 
of l'rovisious of every kiutl, as ah!o JI or::;e corn, unghL tu l><; 
innne<lialcly dispalclw<l from E11glawl, lihmi e a Held train of 
artillery, all the guns at present remaining in the settlement being 
of l)utch CalibPr, of whi< lt however we shall make tho hesl U><e "e 
can for the present, being dc::;irous of a proper Train for such 
operations as may heeomu ueces. ary here in a stale uf prulrnctcJ 
warfare. I have &c. 

(Signed) l!'lL\XCIS DVNlJAS. 
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[Original.] 

Ldtcr from VICE AmrmAL CURTIS to Sm Ev.A~ NEPEAN. 

Lancaster, 'fABLE IlAY, 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, Hth Jtrnuary 1803. 

Sm,-The Imogen bearing my Letters to you of the 3rd and 4th 
instant sailed from hence on tho latter of those days. 

Ju the Letter of the 3rd instant I slated my reasons why I 
thought it expedient to send the Rattlesnake with dispatches to 
India, and she accordingly sailed on that service on the Gth 
instant, carrying a Letter from General Dundas to the Marquis 
\V ellosley, a, Letter to Lord Olive ut Madras, and my Let tor to 
Vice Admiral Hainier. Captain Cramer's orders were formed 
suitably to the pre,ailing Winds he might from the season of 
his arrival in that Country be supposed to meet, but he is in 
preference to call first at Trincomale, or Point de Galle, and 
Govern him elf according to the intelligence he may receive of the 
.Admiral at either place, for my Letter reaching him as speedily as 
may be, and also for conveying the other dispatches, accorcling to 
their addresses, with which ho is charged, with the least possible 
delay. 

He pecting the French and Ilatavian Ships which the Com­
llHllHler of an American V ossel informed me he had gained 
i11lellige11co of from a l:lpanish Ship, as expressed in my Letter 
to you of tho :Jnl instant, it seems now more than possible that 
the Spaniard may ham been mistaken, and that the Ships ho saw 
might have been the l)uteh Ships then coming here. 

On the 10th instant 1 recei, ed by the Priiicc,c;s Amelia Packet 
the Triplicate of your Letter of the 17th October, communicating 
to me their Lonlships' directions in conse()_uence of the Instruc­
tious , ent to the Licute11am llovemour of this Settlement for 
suA]>CJHli ug the Onlcrs he hail recci\ ed for th ' e, :u·ualion thereof. 

I ca1111ot a, oid looking fonrnnl lo th' period of the mitldlc of 
J\pril wh1•11 the contiuuance of the ~hips in this Bay will 1,e 
atlell'll'd \\ith grunt dauw•r. If lite ::;,pHHlron remoYcs to Simons 
Hay, the usual Amlwmge for the ·winter Season, they will 
thereby become so siluatc1l a· not to have tlte power of assisting 
the (;arri~on er l'Ycll to gi,e it rom1tL•11,mcc in ra,-e of lwstility 
c.:ommcnciug; besides they \\ill be Lo Leeward (if the Cape, and may 
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therefore be retarded from acting as circumstances may requiru, in 
the event of their being wanted to the North ward thereof. Saldauha 
Bay is from its situation to Wind.ward, in the N \V Monsoon, 
preferal>le to Simons Bay, but as it is al>out 20 Leagues distant 
from Cape Town by \Vater, and still a greater distance l>y land, 
the Ships being there could not len<l. any ai<l. to the operations of 
the General, and in tho event of hostilities the conununication 
between it and the Cape by land would be cut off; arnl further, 
the small quantity of Water to be obtained there is of a very Lad 
quality. I have cast my eye on the Anchorage at Hoben Island, 
which would be a most desirable Port, as a communication may 
be kept up from thence between the Ships and the GarriRon, :mtl 
the Anchoring Ground is tolerably good, l>ut as the ~hips must 
be there unavoidably exposed to the Northerly Winds which at 
times blow with violence, I have fears our Cables are not so 
suitable for the occasion as they ought to bo. However, in case 
things are not brought to a crisis before Table Hay becou.es 
dangerous, I am determined if no unforeseen circumstance prevents 
it, to take post with the Ships at tho Anchorage off Hoben lslaml. 
In my Letter to you of the \Jth April last sent homo by the 
Impcricusc, I adverted to tho little dcpendauce it wa found coul<l 
be placed in the l'ateut Cal>les, and I iul'urmctl you iu that Letter 
that I had on the 7th of the preceding Month written a Letter to 
the Commissioners of the Navy on that subjeet, wherein I ac­
quainted them that "if the 1-,,pmclrun should remain at the ('ape 
until September, the period fur the ~hips to Amhor in Table Hay, 
I should with the UaLles we now have l>c apprehensive of their 
safety." 

Every ihiug here remains in the »amc state as when the I111oyc,i 
sailed on the 4th iuslaut. I am &c. 
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fCopy.J 

Government Koticr. 

4!)3 

Hepresontations having boon made to Ilis Honor the Lieutenant 
ancl Acting Governor that Bands of Music, tho private property of 
Inhabitant::;, have recently at very improper hours disturbed the 
tranquillity of tho Town, it is hereby ordered that henceforth no 
private Bands of l\fm,ic shall play in the streets after surn,et or 
before sunrise, nor any other musical assemblage held in the streets 
unlesH tho Military !~ands of His Majesty or of the Batavian 
Hepublic who of course will have the previous permission from 
their respective Commanding Officers. 

Castle of Good Hope, 21st January 1803. 

Uy command of His Honor the Lieutenant and Acting Governor. 

(Signed) H. IlQSs, Deputy Secretary. 

[Copy.] 

Govrrm,1cnt Notice. 

\Vhcreas some mischievous and ill clesigned persons hroke into 
the Rignal Hou~e on the Lion's Rump in tho course of last night, 
all(l having taken out the signal Balls, placocl thorn so as to denote 
a Fleet from Europe in tho offing, a reward of :Five Hundred 
J:ix<lollars is herel,y offered to any one who will give such 
information to His Majesty's :Fiscal as may lead to tho conviction 
of the offernler, in orcler that an exemplary punishment may deter 
the wits of Capo Town from such amm;ements in future. 

i T. B. The luformer's name if he wishes it will be kept secret. 
l'as!le of Guocl Hope, 28th ,January 1803. 

By command of His Honor the Lieutenant and Acting Governor. 

(Rigned) JI. Hoss, lleputy Set:rctary. 
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[Copy.] 

Letter f,·om LIEUTENANT GENERAL DUNDAS and VICE ADMIRAL Cun­
TIS to COMMISSARY GENERAL DE MIST and GovERNOU JANSSENS. 

CAn OF Goon IlorE, 1st Ftlrruary 1803. 

GENTLIDIEN,-Having yesterday received information that the 
two sons of the "Widow Mostert namC(l Johannes nerhar<lus 
Mostert and Ernestus Jacob Mostert as also one l)e Deer and 
another man named Kerman, all Inhabitants of the Cape of Good 
Hope, have recently enrolled thernsehe~ as Soldiers in the army 
of the DataYian Republic stationed at WynLerg; our duty compels 
us to represent to Your Excellencies the~e fresh instances of 
enlistment, being confident that this repre~cutation will meet with 
that attention and regard which your cordial wish (in unison with 
our own) to preserve the good understanding happily subsisting 
between us will unquestionably induce you Lo pay. 

We think it incumbent upon us to take this opportunity of 
• stating to Your Excellencies that other important particulars have 

come to our knowledge as having taken pluce, inconsistent with 
the agreement entered into with Your E.·cellencies on the 3rd 
January last, and tending, in a great degree, to promote jealousies 
and suspicions, incompatible with the continuance of that harmony 
and friendship essentially necessary for the peace and welfare of this 
Settlement, and. which have hitherto happily prernilc<l between us. 

\Ve submit therefore to Your Excellencies' conf;ideration the 
propriety of appointing (in pursuance of the mcventh Article of 
the Agreement sub:;isLing between us) a seconcl meeting of the 
Gentlemen who were named, upon the former occa:;ion, Com­
missioners from Your "E. ·cellencics as well as from om ehes; or 
should you prefer it, a!l(l what we cousi(ler the 1,est JJIO([e, a 
meeting hetween Your Excellencies arnl us in order amicably io 
aujust the several points to which we all\Hlc. 

Deprecating as we do most sincerely the smallest misnrnler­
slanding between Your Excellencies and ourselves, and anxiously 
solicitous to preserve umlisturbe(l that veace a!l(l harmony whidt 
·we know so much to be the intcrm,t, and as must hn the wi~h of 
our respective Govemments lo maintain, we rely ,\ it h confidence 
upon your hearty concurrenl'e upon this occasion. \Vp ha\ e &e. 

(Signed) 1''H \:-,c1s l ll'Nll \S, T,il•u1e11ant ( :em•ral, 
ltch,Llt 'VH'l 1s, \'ice Adllliwl. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from LIEUTENANT GENERAL DUNDAS to LORD HOBART. 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, 4th February 1803. 

MY Lonn,-Thinking it incumbent upon me to profit by every 
conveyance for communicating to Your Lordship such particulars 
as occur here at the preRent very interesting period, I do myself 
the honor of writing to Your Lordship these few lines by a small 
Merchant Vessel named the Euphrosyne on the point of sailing for 
England. 

The Troops of the Bab1vian Republic, since the date of my last 
of the 11th Ultimo by the Princess Amelia Packet, have proceeded 
to their Camp at Wynberg, having nothing very particular to report, 
with respect to them excepting the arrival of three additional 
Transports with Troops containing about One Hundred and Twenty 
Men each, who having landed according to.our agreement proceeded 
to join their respective Regiments at Wynberg. 

As in my late correspondence with Your Lordship the situation 
of His Majesty's Government at the Cape as also our Military 
position together with the very peculiar circumstances of the 
Settlement in general lntve, as I hope, been sufficiently detailed, I 
conceive it unnecessary to trouble Your Lordship with anything 
further by the present opportunity, and have &c. 

(Signed) FRANCIS DUNDAS. 

[Original.] 

Letter from VICE AmuRAL CURTIS to Sm Ev AN NEPEAN. 

Lancrn<ter, TADLE DAY, 

CAl'E OF Goon Hon:, 6th .Ftbruary 1803. 

Sm,-Thinking it proper to avail myself of every opportunity of 
writing to you for the information of the Lords Commissioners of 
the A<lmiralty, allll a V e~sel lJeing now to sail for England, you 
will be pleased to ac<prnint their Lonlships- nothing has happened 
here necessary to be cornruunieatcd to them since the detail of 
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occurrences set forth in my Letter of the 14th January, excepting 
that one of the J3atavian Corvettes mentioned in my Letter of the 
4th January sailed a few days ago for Europe; and that the other 
Batavian Rhips of \Var mentioned in the said Letter are preparing 
for Sea, to proceed, as is said, to Batavia. I am &c. 

(Signed) ROGER CURTIS. 

[Translation.] 

Lrttrr from Co~!l'tIISSARY GENERAL DE MIST AND GOVERNOR 

J ANSSENS to LIEUTENANT GENERAL DUNDAS AND VICE 

AmIIRAL CURTIS. 

The Commissary General De Mist and the Governor and General 
in Chief ,Janssens have the honor, according to agreement of the 
3nl Instant, to transmit to Their Excellencies Lieutenant Governor 
J>urnlas and Vice Admiral Curtis a short Rc.wme or the Substance 
of what was treatetl upon in the conferences of the 1st and 3rd Inst., 
in verbal answer to Their Excellencies' letter of the said 1st 
Fehruary .. 

They testify at the same time to Their Excellencies the assurance 
of the most perfect high regard, &c. 

(Signed) 

CArE OF Goon !Ion:, Ftbruary 6th 180:1. 

,T. A. DE Murr, 
J. W. J ANSRENR. 

S11ustanc('. nj what has ucrn trcatrd i1pon in the fll'o last confcrrnccs, 
anrl v:hich is rcconimcndl'(l for furtlur attention. 

The Batavian Hepnblic has not outafocd the Cape of Ooo<l Hope 
1,y the Peace of Amiens; her lawful titles of property have 
suh~istecl for more than a 'entury and a half, and have never been 
called in question by any other power. The Rixth Article of the 
sai,l Treaty of Peace does not therefore !Jiu th' Ca1,e of (lo0<l Hope 
to the llalaYian l:epublic, buL (ledares ,cry plainly and co11-
fon11ahly lo the Laws of Natiorn, "The Cape of <lood ] [op\' ,., 11111i,1~ 
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in full Sovereignty to the Batavian Republic as it was before the 
\Var." 

The suspension of the execution of the So.-ereignty, occasioned 
for a short time by the chance of war, was immediately put an end 
to hy the Hatification of the said Treaty. 

The British Government was, according to the 12th Article, 
l.,ound to restore this Colony within three months after the 
Ratification, which was effected by His Britannic Majesty on the 
Dth April 1802. 

As these three months which expired on the 12th July 1802 
have elapsed, the longer passage of the Commissary General, 
occasioned by the Season of the year, by calms and other impedi­
ments, cannot afford any argument against the substantial and 
avowed right of the Batavian Republic to the Cape, nor any justifi­
cation for delay of the restoration of it on the 31st December 
last. 

When on the 2J December 1802 the Commissary General first 
put his foot on shore, he placed it on the Ground of the Batavian 
Republic, and not on any property of His Britannic Majesty. He 
from that moment entered upon those Sovereign Rights which His 
Britannic Majesty himself at the Peace of Amiens declared to have 
belonged to the Bataviau Republic relative to the Cape of Good 
Hope prior to the \Var, and which, after the War, continued (it is 
to be remarked) to the said Republic, that is, not by any new cession 
but by a continued right, not taken from her, but only suspended 
in its execution during the War. 

The Capitulation itself of September 1795, which assures the 
privileges of the Colonists, and constitutes the Lands and Buildings 
of the Dutch East Irnlia Company as a mortgage for the paper 
money, the subsequent issuing of an additional sum of paper money 
(which it may be observed was not stamped with the stamps of 
His Britannic Majesty but with those of the same Dutch East 
Irnlia Company as the former Paper Money also had been 
stamped) may be adduced as proofs that the words remains in full 
Soi-crrignty are perfectly consonant to the opinion of both the 
Governments. 

A]l(l manifol<l proofs of the acknowle<lged right of Sovereignty in 
the Batavian Government as to the Cape, which have occurrecl 
within the short time of the Commissary General's residence here, 
ancl which are not unknown to Their Excellenciei:;, will confirm 

IV. 2 K 
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that Their Excellencies also have neYer entertained any clouht upon 
the subject. 

The day on which the Castle was to be delivered up arnl the 
Ihta.vian Flag was to be hoisted, with the formalities usual on imch 
occasions, being, for the better and more regular conclusion of all 
Colonial administrations, fixed for the 1st January 1803, can only 
be considered as a proposed arrangement of convenience; but can 
never Le explained into any alteration, or prejudice to the good 
right of the Batavian Hepublic, acknowledged by both the High 
Constituent and all the Contracting Parties, by the Treaty of 
Amiens ratified Ly themselves. 

either can, without direct offence, such a lawful Treaty be 
violated on the part of any one of the Contracting Parties or the 
performance of the Articles stipulatetl therein he delayed, even on 
the suppo,;ition that this is not done i1·ith hostile vicuw, which from 
the nature of the thing and ipso facto is a protest at io ad 11 i cu,1t /'(/ ria.. 

The itlea is alarming, that a justification of such a step should he 
attemptml by the pretended right of the strongest o,er the inaliility 
of the weake;,t party to oppose it; alHl it is diflicult to suppo,;e 
that such should be likely to be or to Lecome the arguments of tho 
llritish Ministers. 

On other Grounds the Commissary General has for and in the 
name of the 13ata,ian Council of Rtate protnstell agairn,l tho 
suspern;ion of the restitution on the 31st J)eceml>or la t, anll agai11~1, 
all costs, damage, and losses that might mmlt from it to the 
BaLaYian l:epuhlic, and he must on the same grounds continue to 
protest against any new act or assertion of HoYcrei"nty lo thl' Cape 
Tenitories, on the part of their Excellencies, for and on h(•ltalf ol' 
His Britannic Majesty, which he never can allow nor acknm1 le<lge 
as lawful, without becoming unfaithful to his <'onntry. 

Mutual principles of humanity and politic-al prudence have, in 
the mean while, led to the agreement of the 3 ,T anuary 180:1; a11J 
the Commissary General, as well as the Governor arnl General in 
Chief ,T anssens, declare that they corniiller the strict pl·rformance 
thereof as their most sacred duty, and that they likewise consider 
it as impossible that the circumstances in which Their R ·cellc11cies 
are placed should permit them on their side to deviate from it one 
single ~top. 

Their Excellencies howeYer appear to have heen led, by erroneous 
reports, to suspect that on the part of the Representatives of the 
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Batavian Government this agreement has been deviated from, in 
the case of the Enrolment of ]!'our Cape Inhabitants named in Their 
}~xcelleneies' lett{!r of the 1st Instant, and in two other cases, 
mentioned in the friendly conferences held on that day, on the said 
subject, lletween Their Excellencies and the Commissary General, 
arnl continued on the 3rd Instant, when the Governor and General 
in Chief also was present. 

It is considered necessary here to repeat, by way of recollection, 
what has been stated in the said conferences for explanation and 
undeceiving Their Excellencies. 

1. On the subject of the Enrolment, it is known to their 
Excellencies that when about three weeks ago a confidential 
explanation on the subject took place between the Lieutenant 
Governor Dundas and the Governor and General in Chief Janssens, 
in presence of the Commissary General and Vice Admiral Curtis, 
the Governor and General in Chief Janssens :('without intending 
thereby to acknowledge any disqualification on his side to enrol 
men not being British suh_jccts and not exceeding the number of 
3,200 heads primri pfana, which has more than once been stateu to 
Their Excellencies that the Batavian Government hau more than a 
year ago destined to constitute the Cape Garrison, and which 
number can for various easons scarcely be expected ever to be 
complete) did., however, actually declare, that to convince Their 
Excellencies of his wish to preserve the mutual confidence, he 
would irnmed.iatcly forbid all enrolments. This interdiction has 
taken place; the Governor and General in Chief Jans ens has 
perso1rnlly communicated it to Lieutenant Governor Dundas; and. 
it woulll be to suppose total disord.er and want of military di11ci­
pline, or an open want of faith on the part of the Batavian General 
in Chief, if it could he believed that any enrolment had actually 
taken place after that day. The four persons mentioned in Their 
Excellencies' letter were lcyally and voluntarily enrolled on the 
:l8th ])ecembor 1802, and there nre no terms in this act in which 
any unfavourable reflection could be made. The Rovereignty of 
the Bat.avian Government over the Cape Territories was, without 
nuy diplomatic logic, then openly avowed; arnl it would lie the 
height of incongruity to consi(ler private Inhaliitunls to he guilty 
of offence for having, at that time, acknowledged that Sovereignty 
hl•re, arnl engagccl themselves in the service of that C:o'>emme11t, 
wlH·n Their ·Ex.cclleucics and all Public Boards and uflicers lw.u 
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already, before that day, done the same thing very properly in 
many cases. The Enrolment therefore of these four persons ought 
to be considered as out of the reach of all controversy, and to insist 
further on this point might likewise be considered as offensive to 
Their Excellencies. 

2. It is unnecessary to say anything more on the suspicion of 
its being intended to make use of the Troops bound for Bata;-ia 
(but which have remained here some time) against the letter and 
the purport of the agreement. These Troops much weakened by a 
long vassage, and by being too much crowded on board the t,vo ships 
De Vrede and Wakkcrhcid, required, more than any of the rest, 
recovery of their health, new clothing, and more room on con­
tinuing their passage to Batavia. One half of these Troops are 
already sent away, some days ago, with the same ships De Vrcdc 
and Wakkerheid, and from a principle of humanity only and due 
precaution the Commisssary C:eneral resolved to place the other 
half on the men-of-war which are about to sail for Batavia, and 
which had now room, after having landed the Troops intended for 
the Cape. This has already, in a great degree, been effected, and 
there remain only a few men now on shore, whom the ship Bato, 
on account of refitting, could not take on Loanl. The Commissary 
General and the General in Chief J ansscns arc however extremely 
concerned that ill disposed and disorderly inclined persons shoukl 
endeavour to render their good faith suspected hy their Excellencies, 
and thus actually offend and injure the character which they have 
the honor to hold here, whereas they, on their part, liy their 
continuing with their families ancl property in a l<'ort manned with 
British Troops, arnl under the Key of the 'astle guarcled liy those 
Troops, and by many other acts of confidence, constantly and 
openly evince how much they rely, without reserve, on the honor 
and faith of Their Excellencies. 

3. In the third point stated by Their Excellencies, in the 
aforesaid. conferences, as a deviation from the agreement, no 
shadow of a breach of faith is to Le found; the whole of the 
Ordnance destined by the Batavian Council of \Var for the Cape 
provisionally cmrnists of six six-ponwlers :tll(l two Howitzers. The 
Corps of Light Artillery has four three-pournlers as a parL of the 
usual arm attached to the same Corps. The first menticniecl eight 
field pieces arc those cxpres~ecl in the third article of the a~rl'e­
rnent, ,vhile the others were considerecl in no other li.,hl than to 
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be included in tho number of muskets, sabres, and other weapons 
attached to particular Corps; and besides the Lieutenant Colonel 
Ter Horst of the Artillery, who superintended the landing and 
transporting of the e pieces, found that from an extraordinary 
confusion which must have taken place at their shipping, the 
wheels and carriages belonging to the said pieces were almost all 
defective, so much so, that the Bocly Carriage of one piece had 
been shipped with the :Fore Carriage of another and with the 
Caissons of a third., antl that many other essential parts hatl been 
left behind. In order to separate and arrange these parts, he sent 
everything to the Camp just as he found them, and he has with 
difficulty been able to render Eight J<'ield Pieces fit for service. 
The agreement is not, therefore, at all violated in this respect. 
The other smaller pieces are still lying useless on the sand openly 
and before the eyes of every one. The access to the Camp itself 
has likewise, hitherto, not been prohibited to any person. Thus 
their conduct does not show that they had any intention to violate 
good faith by clandestine means, neither will the Commissary 
General nor the Governor and General in Chief Janssens suppose 
that a point of so little importance should be interpreted against 
their obligation in the sacred. observance of the agreement. It 
could not seriously he required that the weapons of the Batavian 
Troops, among which these light pieces of Ordnance are to be 
reckoned, should be left in or brought back to Cape Town, or 
within the Military Posts of the British Forces ; yet, on the least 
ol1jection remainiug on the part of their Excellencies, and tru ·ting 
that their Excellencies will reciprocally shew a similar indulgence 
to the grievance repre,-ented on the part of the Batavian Gornrn­
rnent, it is proposed to remove these (at best dubious) light pieces 
of Ordnance from the Camp to, or near Simons Bay, as a convincing 
proof how little importance they attach to the use thereof, and how 
:mxiou they are, on their part, to prevent the least cau~e which 
might interrupt the mutual good understanding so ncces,-ary for the 
general safety of this Colony; leaving to the contempt they so 
well deserve all those who hy making such erroneous and odious 
reports, would, if they had it in their power, create an alienation 
l1etwccn th' two Governments. 

The Grievance represented on the part of the Commissary 
General and Governor Janssens is kno,,n to Their E:cellencies 
and has already been enforced with the i;trongest arguments. 
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At this particular time the landing, clothincr, armin.~, exercising, 
and employing in Garrison , ervice several hundred men, who till 
a few <lays ago di<l only common ship's duty, is an open alteration 
of the footing on which matters stoo<l on the 31st, December lasL, 
and which are agreed upon to contimtc so in the :First, Article of 
the Con Yention. It is true the full exercise of his authority has 
been reserved to the Lieutenant Governor Dundas in the said 
agreement ; yet it is to be hoped th<\t His Excellency will 
comprise no reinforcement of Troops in the word authority, an 
acceptation which coul<l not surely enter the ideas of the respective 
Commissioners when they founded the said agreement on mutual 
good faith. One shu<l<lers to anticipate eYents, yet the Uepresent­
ati rns of the Batavian Government are not, however, such strangers 
in the course of worldly things as to believe that, in case of an 
unexpeete<l rupture, an<l after the reciprocal oblicration by 
which both parties arc boun<l un<lcr the a61,:ecmcnt shall be 
lcyilimatdy absolYe<l, the Comman<lant of the English :Forces 
woul<l then make no use of these men; but, as this use at 
that time, and in those unfortunate moments is not at present 
called iu question, they would now only ask whether the 
lanrling an<l arming of these men is not iu the present moment 
itsdci'? 

\Vhcther this does not entirely alter the Rt.ate of matters and the 
number and the Force of the Briti j1 Land Troops, on which the 
agreement is founde(l? 

Whether this totally unexpectell arming, contrary to the inten­
tion of the agreement, must not crcato i11 the Hatavian Oo,enrnient 
here and among the Bat.avian Troops s11 picion either that their 
goo,l faith is <loubted, all(l therefore that it is eoneei rn<l add it ion al 
means of drfrncc may justly Le adopt •(l against them, or that, 
on the British siJe, preparations are making for the mean.~ of 
attack:, ? 

It is aske(l, therefore, whether the BataYian Troops are not 
entitle,l to (lemall(l that in or<ler to l>alanee those pr •11:1ratio11 • 011 

the part of the British, the present \'cry pre,•arious and op •u 
position of their totally clefcncele ·s camp shoul<l not also be 
changed and removed to another place ? 

Such at least is at pre, ent the <listress ancl ferment among the 
Batavian Troops; and the Commis ary General and the Gov •rrwr 
and General in Chief Jaussens hcrel1y repeat their earne t re<pie t 
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that Their Excellencies will plea e to order this reasonable cause of 
di,-trcss and su~picion to be removed, and thereby on their part 
alRo openly e, ince the value which Their Excellcnc:icH attach to 
tlw Rhfrt performance of the said agreement. 

They repeat at all eventR the offer made on their part, that by 
perrnan •nt Commissioners respectiYcly to be appointe<l the strict 
performance of the particular articles of the said agreement he 
attended to. 

[Copy.] 

Rl'pl!f to the scrcral particulars contai,wl in the Statement made by 
ilu ir E ,i:cdlencfrs Commissary General De ]lfii;t and thr. Govcnwr 
and Gcncml in Chirf Jansscns dated G Fcbn1ary 1803. 

It is not pretended to doubt the right of the Batavian Republic 
to the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope conformably to the Treaty 
of Amiens; but Lieutenant General Dundas is directed to delay 
the restitution of it by the express command he has received from 
the King his l\faster ; however, the readiness with which the 
Lieutenant General concurred with Your Excellencies, upon your 
arrirnl in this Country, with respect to every point which had a 
tendency to carry into effect, without delay, the a1Tangements 
ncces, ary to enable you to take posse,;sion of this Settlement, 
previous to the 31st Decemlier, must have fully eYinced his 
anxious desire to fulfil his 1luty in the speedy withdrawing His 
l\ritannic :Majesty's Troops from the Colony ; lamenting, as much 
as Your Excellencies can have done, that any unforeseen circum­
stances should haYe occu1Ted to prevent the im:n.ediate restitution 
of it to the Bata, ian Republic. 

The onlers which ruTiYcd on the :n December, a few hours only 
liefore the time arrrced upon for the formal re titntion of the 
Settlement, have been fully communicated to Your ExcellenciPs; 
these orders, whatever may have given ri!'!e to them, must be 
obeyed; they direct merely to dday, as Your Excellencies are 
already acriuainted, the restitution of the ~ettlement. 

As the Colony therefore remains, for the prei-ent, unrestored to 
tho Batavian ltepuhlic, and it lit•ing impossible for Lieutenant 
General Dundas, conformalily to his instructions, to admit of any 
interference whatever in the Oov •rmnent of the same until it is 
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formally restored to the Datavian ltepublic, he is convinced that 
Your Excellencies with canrlour arnl liberality will see how 
impossible it is, in any manner whatsoever, to compromise the 
authority which he is positively or<lure<l to maintain. 

As to the several steps which have been judged advisable to 
take in the discharge of the Lieutenant General's and Vice 
Admiral's duty to their King and Country, with a view to the 
safety and tranquillity of the Settlement, they conceive them to 
be mere matters of course, which, in their military situations here, 
it was their duty to attend to; not having conceived that they 
could be construed by Your Excellencies into the slightest 
infringement of the agreement of the 3rd Ultimo, nor that they 
could, for a moment, have excited in the minds of the :batavian 
Troops the supposition of any hostile deHign. 

The particulars mentioned in the letter of the 1st February and 
which were the subject of the subsequent Conference, having 
appeared inconsistent with the reserved authority of the Lieu­
tenant Governor, as well as contrary to the terms of the agree­
ment of the 3rd .January; it was impossil>le to pass them 
unnoticed; but the Lieutenant General and Vice Admiral have 
the pleasure to add that the explmrn.tions now afforded by Your 
Excellencies arc so much satisfactory as to have altogether Jone 
away all unpleasant doubts arnl apprehern,ions. 

The Lieutenant Governor having received from His l\Iajesty's 
Ministers the strongest injunctions not to excite any jealousy or 
distrust on the part of the Batavian Government, on account of the 
delay in the restitution of the Colony, the Lieutenant General and 
Vice AJmiral have derived the utmost satisfaction from the good 
understamling which has hitherto subsisted between them and 
Their l~xcellencics, anJ which they sincerely hope will not suffer 
any interruption. 

Their Excellencies the Commissary General De Mist and the 
Governor and General in Chief ,Jaussens have been rcpeatc<lly 
assured that the landing a party of Heam en from l Iis l\Iajesty's 
Ships was done with no hostile intention; but as their having 
come on shore is rcpresente<l by Their Excellencies to have 
occasionCll suspicion and di~1111iet1ule amoug the Batavia11 Troops, 
the Lieutenant General all(l Vice A<lmiral will in the ,\ise arnl 
pru<lent manner suggested by the Commissary (1eneral at the la t 
conference, cause the sai<l ~ailurs to lie reembarked; the Lieutenant 
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General and Yice Admiral being most ardently desirous to prevent, 
to the utmost of their power, any jealousies or misunderstandings 
between the Forces of the two Nations; and they are fully per­
suaded the sentiments of Their Excellencies the Commissary 
General De Mist and the Governor and General in Chief J anssens 
arc in perfect unison with their own. 

In regard to the suggest.ion of Their Excellencies the Com­
missary General De Mist and the Governor and General in Chief 
,Janssens for the appointment respectively of permanent Com­
missioners for causing a strict performance of the agreement 
entered into ; the Lieutenant General and Yice Admiral are most 
decidedly of opinion such an appointment would be productive 
of no good conseq_uences; but that, on the contrary, it would be 
attended with the greatest difficulties, trouble, and inconvenience. 

CAPE OF Goon llOPE, 9th Fchruary 180:l. ~ 
;'y 

C 

IV. 2 L 
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