


























Definition of key terms

Citizenship

Colonialism

Culture

Development

Equity

Gender

Recognition of an individual’s rights in the society. It goes
beyond voting rights to include a wide range of social, political
and economic rights.

Oppression of one country by another. It involves domination

of settler ideologies over those of the natives.

A way of life ac manifested in social institutions such as

schools, ¢ ge etc that a particular group of
people adl
A process . __ juality of all human lives, through

Wﬁémc TPESHY ﬁﬁtmé conditions conducive to

the estabiishtnent 6f soetal, pefitical and economic systems and
institutions which provide human dignity and respect, and
increasing people’s freedom to choose by enlarging the range
of their variables.

A system of natural justice in cases where the existing law
would not allow fairness to prevail. It focuses on issues of

women under representation and segregation.

Refers to socially constfucted and culturally variable roles that
women and men play in the society. It also refers to the
structural relationship of inequality between men and women as
manifested in labour markets and in political structures as well

as in the households.
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Background to the problem

Zimbabwe is located in the sub-Saharan Africa and has an agro-based economy. It has
an estimated population of 12 million people however, the numbers continue being
depleted each year due to the scourge of HIV/AIDS. Women are the majority in

numbers, marking up about 52% of the total population.

Zimbabwe like many other African countries also has a colonial history. The British
settlers colonized it in the 19™ rentir haminning from 1890 during the period
commonly known as the ‘Scram rather, the ‘Scramble for African
resources’. The targeted raw mat ind for agricultural purposes such

as farming and mining. Zimbabv.. .. .00k place at a time when capital

P . v . .
accumulation had reachESl ﬁﬁ}@fﬁwc&c}‘slgw H éﬁeét and was also spreading

to other parts of the world. Vasy fértlfé tands attracted the British colonizers to settle
after failing to find rich gold fields as opposed to the neighboring South Africa. This
land was to be used mainly for agricultural activities such as growing cash crops like

tobacco and tea.

In the process, the British settlers then created a colonial state that was controlled by
the British crown. To fulfill part of their objectives, the settler society introduced a
new system of administration that was based on racial and gender discrimination.
Social groups began to be classified according to race and gender so as to exploit
cheap labour. The consequences of the new system were soon to be felt as they
disrupted and distorted indigenous basic patterns of production, family life and
cultural values. This distortion was consolidated through the use of political power

and economic muscle.



The colonial system therefore, advanced a system of segregation baéed on racial
grounds especially in the allocation of resources. The best and arable land was shared
amongst the settlers at the expense of black peoplé whose interests did not feature
since they were not considered as equal citizens. Citizenship was racialised so as
legitimize discrimination of blacks. Racial citizenship created a dichotomy of the
subject-master relations that emerged at that time. Since citizenship defines who
enjoys full rights, privileges ard freedame the racialised notion of citizenship
summarized the whole story. Th izens enjoyed certain entitlements
that were not enjoyed by subject location of resources and general
social privileges clearly distingui:mvu;zen and a subject. The distinction
between citizens and mﬁ:{/s ilﬁ &CW‘?H éﬁ’ é]me state administration.
Because the colonial state was governed by-1actdl segiegation, it only functioned on
the rule of law and rights when it came to settlers who were defined as citizens

( Mamdani; 1992). The black peopie on the other hand were considered as subjects in
relation to the settlers and therefore had no legal rights since they were supposed to be
subordinates who served the interests of the citizens. Ahluwalia (1999:313) notes that
the advent of colonization entailed differentiating between peoples in the colony. The
movement of administrators and settlers to the colonies necessitated that these
individuals were seen to be separate from blacks. In this way, the former were
accorded full citizenship and while the latter were ascribed the status of subject-hood
with none of the attendant rights enjoyed by citizens. In order to dominate the blacks,
the settlers adopted customary laws that were manipulated so as to métch well with

the policies of the then administration. The denial of basic human rights and material



resources and general exploitation of blacks resulted from the fact that they

transformed to non-citizens during this period.

The discrimination of blacks was translated into super exploitation. This super
exploitation was achieved through involuntary wage labour at farms, mines and cities.
A plethora of taxes that were introduced and demanded upon blacks after their
dispossession of the land, forced them to migrate from the rural areas to seek cheap
labour in the mines, farms and cities This saw a relatively significant black
population of young men being 1 reserve of éheap labour for the
settlers.. Since blacks were not co s, they were deprived of civil and

juridical rights. The privilege of . _is made it possible for the white

-
settlers to device a nuﬂﬁ %f rlaglﬂlg' 8??8[1%%0 as to further discriminate

blacks, socially, politically artd’# the econosic sanse.

It should however be noted at this stage that it was only the males that were permitted
to ‘sell’ their labour to the white settlers in the farms, mines and in the urban areas so
as to be able to feed themselves in the cities, pay taxes and support their families.
Although it was envisaged that the remunerations in the mines, cities and farms would
be a supplementary family income, the wages and salaries turned out to be too low
and therefore not sufficient to sustain individual family unit and the extended families

in the rural areas.

Women remained in the rural areas in charge of the limited non-wage agricultural
activities and also taking care of the children and the elderly. Those who wanted to

visit their spouses at their work places had to get a special pass stating the purpose of






Another feature of that period is thé very limited access to the means of production
available for black women. Women were confined to the homes and as a result they
became dependents on men economically. Inevitably most women were locked in
poverty; they were forced to go to the towns seeking employment. The system
however was not accommodative to them and hence only a few of these women
managed to secure some form of employment as house helpers in white residential

places and were paid even lower salaries than men.

The continual segregation and sul icks by the colonial settlers led to
the liberation struggle that was h men and women. This saw the
formation of political movemer... .1 the needs of the blacks. For

N
example, the National %Tﬁ‘i%’f’ Jiﬁ;/ Wbﬁgfjﬁ in 1960 was to result in an

organized uprising of blacks fii4t wet& fighting 8¢ fhéficsocial, political and economic
rights that were being enjoyed by a section of the society. Hence citizenship became

one of the central issues of protest.

Although the Rhodesian government banned the NDP the blacks re-organized
themselves under the two Patriotic parties, the Zimbabwe African People’s Union (PF
ZAPU) in 1962 and the Zimbabwe National People’s Union (ZANU PF) in 1963 and
continued with the struggle and eventually won independence. It is important to note
that all the liberation movement, the woman question featured prominently, and hence
issues of equal rights were emphasised. As a result, in the struggle for independence,
women played a significant role and were equally involved in the armed struggle as
men. This saw a number of traditional gender roles being subverted as many women

that were recruited, as freedom fighters were active participants in the guerrilla












net. It has been largely assumed that people are born equal, however in reality, the
question of gendered discrimination right from birth is the greatest challenge to this
assumption. People are not treated as equal citizens in the sense that they do not enjoy
same rights. This is because of various social constraints that are manifested in social
pillars of the society such as in the public and private spheres. Disparities in
education, health and employment are some of the limiting factors to full attainment
of equal status in society. In the private sphere, the continued domestication of
women, and the reproduction of the ‘feminine’ and the ‘masculine’ is a major obstacle

to women’s access to freedom.

-ontinues to be one of the major

This social injustice in the treat...
A _d
challenges in developm%@il%s{ifg} gfeﬂ%i{tefq)gipés is yet to be defeated in

the women’s struggle for dethotraty, fréedom 4nd dedal rights and recognition. The
struggle for women emancipation has not yet been won as they are still treated as
citizens of lesser value. This abstract form of citizenship for women and indeed other
ethnic groups remains problematic. For one to claim to be a citizen, it is to claim the
entire rights one is entitled to, be they political, economic, social and legal. However,
the existing notion of citizenship remains a political tool of social stratification. The
rights that are embodied in citizenship favour males. Meaning that, citizenship rights
are limited for women in Zimbabwe. Furthermore women are still subordinate to the
patriarchal system both socially and economically. The domestication of women is
still prevalent and this has been inhibiting women from benefiting from their inputs
into the economy. Socially, women are still not considered as equal to men. This is

emphasized through cultural practices such as in marriage, family, ‘lobolo’ and many
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other cultural practices. As a result, men enjoy full rights as citizens of the state as

opposed to women.

Social science and political theorists have of late began to question citizenship
however they have concentrated more on racial aspects giving little attention to‘ the
role it plays in reinforcing gender stereotypes which have led to the marginalisation of
women in the process of development. It is therefore important to investigate why

3

women are still being treated as ‘cecandarv ritizens’ or ‘second-class’ citizens in
Zimbabwe even though the state or all citizens. Citizenship is still
undemocratic in Zimbabwe, as it ssible to equally integrate women
and men in the process of devel.,. ~..y is based on the hypothesis that
“y
women do not fully parltgiffﬁ/ié Pﬁ@e&f@tﬁﬁqﬂﬁfi&e to their unequal access
to resources. Women are thetefbre ititegrited fr-d&véfospment as junior partners who
are subordinated to the patriarchal system. The differential and preferential treatment

administered to ‘citizens’ on the basis of their gender has encouraged biased

development in favour of men.

The concept of citizenship therefore remains vague, as it is not fairly administered to
the citizens. It is not clear whether citizenship is multicultural or territorial.
Multiculturalism refers to the recognition of differences and diversities based on
gender, sex, age and ethnicity. That is, it is not clear whether citizenship means the
same for all the people regardless of their races, ethnicity and religions. The vague
definition of citizenship in Zimbabwe has caused racial, ethnic conflicts, tribal and

engendered conflicts. Therefore until a just and democratic concept of citizenship is
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adopted, conflicts based on gender, tribal, ethnic and race shall remain unsolved and

women will continue to be marginalized in the society.

Development policies in Zimbabwe therefore continue to be dominated by males as
they are better privileged in terms of rights that are extended to them as ‘primary
citizens’. Men enjoy political, econémical and social rights that are extended to them
in a better manner than women. The constitutional laws of Zimbabwe seem to have
played an important part in reinforeinoe the evictino pattern in gender relations, as it
does not condemn discriminatio " gender. The numerical gender
imbalances in parliament results licies. The discriminatory nature

of the judiciary laws of the count., -he decision that was taken by the

supreme court in Zlmb@:iaﬁ }]é llg?%yio IfVFréer{nﬁ o{, the laws that protected

women, ruling that “the nature tf%Af§catr séclétyli dibtstes that women are not equal
to men especially in family relationship. The court referred to the centuries old

African cultural norms, which do not recognize the adulthood of women

(www.wlo.org).

The relationship between citizenship and development can only be meaningful if a
neutral environment, where both males and females possess equal citizenship is
created. The manner by which people are integrated in development as citizens is very
crucial as it determines the extent of their involvement in development. It is argued
therefore that the state has played a major role in distinguishing between what is
perceived as privileged and under privileged. The privileged citizens have full
entitlements to their rights whereas the under privileged who are women are

discriminated and therefore do not have full entitlements to their rights. As a result,
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its implications on national development. This study would be valuable to those that
are associated with formulating social policies. It would be a feed back to the policy
makers on some of the issues that might have been by-passed by other researchers in
their inquiries into the real problems that are a major concern to women. This study
would make an effort to explore some of the factors that contribute to gender
disparities in Zimbabwe. It is also envisaged that the research findings would be
useful to the general populace in the society a§ a way of influencing their attitudes

positively so as to build a gender rencitizra annrnach tg development.

In exploring the relationship bety ad development, the study would

discuss contemporary/ dominant m'mship and their relation to women

and development. There[ij; ﬁ%ﬁf?ﬁf%f% “Hlﬁiséo carefully ldok at these

factors and improve on some of tte pofictes.

Significance of the study

The treatment of males as “primary citizens” with full claim to all their rights as
opposed to women who are treated as “secondary citizens” has contributed to the
existing gender inequalities in development. Although both men and women have
contributed to development, men seem to benefit more. It is envisaged that the
findings from this study will enable identification of areas that need specific attention

and in particular gender disparities.

The question of citizenship is probed so as to address the problem of gender
inequalities in development. As observed by Hassim (1999:7), citizenship does not

only create a formal framework of rights and obligations, but it also defines the
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hypothesis and writing a research report. This sequence leads to a new understanding
of the past and its relevance to the present and future. The re-examination of the
con(;ept of citizenship using the historical method would assist to unearth how
citizenship has evolved historically and how it has contributed to the existing gender
discrimination in Zimbabwe. The historical method shall help show how women and

men came to possess different citizenship status.

Therefore the assumptions of this reearch chall he tested through an inquiry into the
historical texts that focus on s nomic history and the political
economy of the country. The hist raluable in the sense that it allows

one to dig into the past so as to o-. .= present problems. It also reveals

yyr
the trend that the presﬁ Iaﬂ;{ @f‘ W 611;3 P&eﬁ tt;lfg}{oév It also allows for the

revaluation of data in relationt féeseleeted hypetbeses, €eories and generalizations that
are presently held about the past. (Cohen and Manion, 1980:48-49). In historical
research, the researcher systematically investigates and analyses documents and other
sources of facts about a given problem, behavior or event in the past so as to project

and predict the future (Cates, 1985:104).

Historical research uses two types of information sources, and these are the primary
sources and secondary sources. Primary sources used here are government
publications, United Nations publications and archival information. This research
therefore relied on both primary and secondary sources with related and relevant
information on the subject. The information was obtained from various sources
ranging from books, journals, published and non-published articles, magazines and

newspapers. The other information came from the presented seminar papers on
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political and economic opportunities that are held by women. Men continue to get
preferential treatment in the society. Since they continue to be considered as full
members of the society, they fully benefit from the existing social, political and the

economic set up.

To explicate this intricate relationship between gender and citizenship, this study is
divided into six chapters, chapter 1 is the introductory section to the research problem
and it comprises of the stater~ent ~f the nrohlem, justification of the study,
significance of the study, method lata and delimitation of the study.
Chapter 2 reviews literature re y and covers a wide range of
citizenship, gender and developnmvr,er 3 looks at the social status of
women in three histo@:ﬂ r\’f’@f'ﬁ §;1e F%Pﬁlﬁ cﬁx@nial and post-colonial.
Chapter 4 focuses on Econotie, $o¢ial anfPotitieal Reforms in post-independence

Zimbabwe and their impact on women. Chapter 5 is Summary and Conclusion.
The following chapter critically evaluates various theoretical perspectives that have

been put forward by other scholars and in the process come up with an alternative

theory that will be relevant to women in Zimbabwe.
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social classes, as it became a status that was bestowed on those who were considered
to be full members of a community. Social class however became a system of
inequality based on a set of beliefs and values and these created conflicts between
opposing principles. Marshall further noted that class differences that' were emerging
were from a variety of factors that were related to the institutions of property and
education and the structure of the national economy. He also argued that the
differential status that was associated with class, function and family were later
replaced by this single uniform ctetne of ritizenship, which then introduced a
foundation of equality on whic f inequality could be built. For
example new property rights cam ot mean that everyone had a right
to posses property, it simply meumvw had a right to acquire property if
they had the means to %lsﬁ é‘ﬁictyrﬁibe’fEhH sz"éd get it. Marshall went
further to note that even thouglt peopfé had aright suchas freedom of speech, that has
little real substance if, from lack of education, one has nothing to say that is worth

saying and no means of making oneself heard after saying it.

Citizenship in essence defines the fundamental rights and freedoms that each
individual is entitled to in the society. These rights range from the civil, political and
finally social rights. It is a status bestowed on those who are full members of the
community and all who posses the status are equal with respect to the rights and
duties with which the status is endowed. Whereas there is no universal principle that
determines what those rights and duties are, in societies in which citizenship is a
developing institution create an image of an ideal citizenship against which
achievement be measured and directed. In his analysis of citizenship and the

emergence of social classes he described citizenship as encompassing three elements.
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society is a hindrance to their effective participation in the development process.
Citizenship is interpreted in this study as those fundamental social and political rights
and freedoms that women need in order to be treated fairly and be judged justly as full
citizens and have their personhood bestowed back to them. It is argued in this study
that women have been denied full citizenship because of the existing social

institutions, which are patriarchal in nature.

Some scholars have identified diveree interacte nf cocial classes as the root cause of

social inequalities. These inequ segregated access to modes of
production. What is interesting h st theorists on social change and
social classes failed to locate and ... oression of women. This point can

A 4
be explicated through M'cﬁxi’{ é]f%sifg)agsst%)f cmfpe Marx came up with a

theory that was basically intettfed € explath thie enfergence of social classes in
Western Europe. He then explained the formation of classes as a response to a
capitalist mode of production. In his argument, he divided the society into two parts,
one 'representing the owners of the means of production and the other forces of
production. The workers are those who had been dispossessed of the means of
production and hence had to work as wage labourers under exploitative capitalist
conditions. Under capitalism, human labour became a commodity that could be sold
in an open market. The workers by selling their labour got alienated from themselves

and the society.

The Marxist also believed that the state was not a neutral player within a capitalist
economy since it failed to protect the rights of the workers. The state was believed to

reflect the relations of power between different social groups, and especially between
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enjoying their social citizenship, as they were perceived to be posing a threat to the
political order. Only men were seen as suitable citizens with all the qualities and
capabilities. She observed that women were in the new social order as the inhabitants
of a private sphere fhat is part of civil society and yet were separated from the public

- world of freedom and equality, rights, contract, interests and citizenship.

It is therefore important to note that women’s citizenship differed from that of men.
Women’s citizenship lay mainly in their sexnalitv and their reproductive capabilities,
whereas, men attained citizenshiy s perceived as political discipline.
For Pateman, citizenship remains -act and borrowing Marx’s words

she calls it a “political lion skin”, »nally, however this lion skin is a

costume for men and dt)ﬁlIR} éit éliet f;r&afeﬁ&dlyt Ii‘IS for this reason that women

have always found themselvew @ e privete siffiéts controlled by the so-called
“poIitically mature men”. Men also control the public political sphere although
women do most of the work. At the public institutions, patriarchy demonstrates its
intolerance through various forms of abuse against women. The coalition between the
state and the work place structures has served as a screening agent for those who are
to participate in the public. Men have a bigger economic muscle because citizenship
and work come together around the criteria of citizenship. Women tend to be
discriminated in the formal work place and hence the majority of them are absorbed in

the informal sectors of the economy.

Pateman (1999:10) further argues that women are yet to be recognized as citizens
because their contribution is not seen as part of, or as relevant to, their citizenship, but

a necessary part of the private tasks proper to their sex. This contribution is relevant
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and valuable to this study as it raises important aspects that are relevant to this study.
In Zimbabwe although women carry a lot of burden in agricultural production and
other parts of the economy, that has not earned them equal respect and equal rights.
This sexual domination and subordination of women to patriarchy is their major

Oppressor.

Pateman (1999:197) calls for a new definition of citizenship if equity in all the
aspects of life is to be attained. She aronec that the existing citizenship represents
male only and therefore should 1 :pting the inclusion of women in
such citizenship is to embrace meaning of “citizen”, which is

constructed from men’s attribute., __. activities. Citizenship for women

A
should therefore be ge’fﬂeﬁf{zérfé’ffﬁ?%fhﬁ‘?jﬁ“ﬁ gif%arities that are political,

social and economical. Most 0P ¢fese Qispar#iés ettatiate not only from the emergence
of the capitalist mode of production but also from the conditions that were created by
the colonial and post-colonial situations in Africa. Pateman however does not address
the colonial question which created a dichotomy between citizens and subjects hence

the following is an analysis of Mamdani’s thesis on the colonial question in Africa.

Citizens and Subjects

In the colonial context, the colonial conditions coupled with capitalist interests created
what came to be known as citizens and subjects. The system mainly had to do with
racial and gendered discrimination in the allocation of resources. As noted by
Mamdani (1996), the colonial state was from the onset not based on equality of all the
citizens. People were discriminated on the basis of their race. The major categories of

racial segregation were the whites and blacks, the latter being commonly referred to
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Citizenship in the post-colonial period should entail democratization of all social
institutions so as to guarantee active participation of all citizens in the political,
economical and social sphere. Citizenship in a new democracy as propounded by
Einhorn (1993:3), should not simply mean the formal voting rights, nor even the right
to call upon the state for certain forms of social provision, as in the social democratic
welfare model of society. It should rather imply active agency, the assertion of full
inciividual autonomy within a community dedicated to the well being 6f its members,

Lo 21,

who are bound by broader ties the~ “*-~-- ~ r kinship. Citizenship should also
describe the extent to which the iciety are endowed with the right
and capacity to participate acti «ctive agency here refers to the
situation where-by an individua. vm status of being a recipient of
economic, social and p@iﬁ:ﬂ éliaggf fnéfn%%&)ﬂﬁi.én active agent of social

transformation. This conditioif <oul¥ ohly tome by if the enabling conditions are

extended to each individual in the society on an equal basis.

It is however regrettable that women have been denied the full and effective titles of
citizen for much of history, ancient and modern. Citizenship has emerged as a
historical tool of inclusion and exclusion. It is evident that citizenship was not
formulated on an equal basis as men and women have been incorporated differently
within the concept of citizenship. Citizenship differentiated people according to their
sexual differences. Men were accorded full citizenship whereas women were denied
citizenship for much of their history. In the case of Zimbabwe, women were denied
their citizenship at first as a race, then as a group and finally on the basis of their
gender. The society recreated women as lesser or minor beings that needed male

guidance.
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perpetrate the discrimination of women have to be reformed so as to be multicultural
and thereby accommodative of differences. What then should citizenship mean in a
new democracy? Hassim (1999) argues that citizenship should not be male norms that
are used to measure the society. She also observes that women are hampered in their

quest to exercise their citizenship because of their illiteracy among other issues.

Hassim contends that citizenship debates should encompass social and economic
rights. She also observes that cit=~=~k#~ i~ I~ yged to portray an equal society
made of adults but in practice, it te insiders and outsiders. It should
also be noted that the state has r 5 role in enforcing sound policies
that would solve the question u. v“uties in development. The state,
although it is central in Wlﬁfh}p&ﬁ 1H5iyéh economical growth at
the expense of other pressing*so¢fal f8sues. Tire &vif sotiety has not been very vibrant
leading to the accumulation biased against the elite. The poor women have not

benefited much from the centrality of the state, as their concerns have not yet been

addressed.

Meena (1992) in reviewing the situation in the sub-Saharan Africa also concluded that
there is a need for new development paradigms that will reflect and prioritise the
needs of African women. She argued that the existing gender disparities are being
fuelled by the states in Africa as they have failed to commit themselves to the total
eradication of gender disparities in development. The state apparatus are the most
oppressive weapons that have been an obstacle to the acquiring of full citizenship for
women, as their institutions have remained patriarchal. The discrimination and the

denial of citizenship for women is still being entertained by the state structures.
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Meena also écknowledged that the lack of power of basic production and reproduction
has hindered women from being equal citizens. She also observed that in the case of
Zimbabwe, the enactment of the Majority Act by the government in 1982 did not
empower women as they are still treated as minors. Meena (1992:17) argues that in
this region and particularly in Zimbabwe, there is discrimination against women in
citizenship rights of their children.or spouse when married to foreigners. It is also the
state’s arms such as the police that still harass and treat women as though they were
not full citizens. She also appeal- “- — -~ *~ “~~~form the gender stereotypes it has
created about women as these ; implications on them. Women
however deserve better treatme nsideration their role in African
history. Equal treatment should mv.uftunities for women development.

Such kind of investmet f 1 i eir economic status but
TRTBR I P PO TR

also their social standing will b¢elevated.

Yuval-Davis and Werbner (1999) contended that women were cheated out of
independence as they still form the oppressed group of citizens. They noted the
significant political role that was played by women in the liberation struggles in many
Third world countries. Women have always been active anti-colonial aptivists in the
struggle for independence. They also observe that women throughout the history of
the struggle believed nationalism to be an emancipatory movement for autonomy,
popular sovereignty and universal citizenship. Ironically the very movement after
independence turned out to be an oppressor. The nationalist project of liberation did
not emancipate women as they found themselves excluded from the public office and
power. Women were demobilized and then re-domesticated in the private space of the
family. Sakala (1998) also argues.in the same vein by noting that the political

involvement of women in the liberation struggles did not emancipate them as they
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and the market. Democratizing such institutions will then involve the creation of

gender free curriculum and learning environment.

For McCormack, there is an urgent need to democratize the modern state through a
thorough revision of the state bureaucracies. The state is called upon to democratize
these institutions so as to make them accessible to women. The social institutions that
promote patriarchy need to be transformed through political will so that women get

equal treatment.

Although McCormack acknowle » faced by women, she however

fails to appraise solutions to the p.. - as hampering women’s effective

-
participation in developﬁf:ﬁtl{}{érrt&ﬁi? a&?f Fbif‘{o l‘_b_f OP% sided as it hammers all

theories of development but $4K ¢ nete iy posfife aspects. This requires an
alternative explanation for women and development. Hence Clark’s theory of ‘Just
development’ could be adopted as it not only identifies problems faced by women but

also tries to eliminate the social causes of such injustices.

Just development for women

Clark (1991) advanced the notion of “Just Development™ as an alternative approach to
problems of social inequality. Just development seeks to create a more egalitarian
society, whereby both men and women have equal opportunities. This requires
democratizing institutions in the society. Development in this sense is interpreted not
only in the economic sense, but also as an improxéement in the social, cultural,
political and other dimensions of human life. It is a process of improving human life

and also expanding capabilities.

43










rights are not extended to the people, then there is no democracy nor development.
Development should be people centered; it has to recognize the importance of equally
extending these rights to the people. There could not be any progress if a section of
the population is denied these rights. Development has to be an equalizer and this

could only come by if there is an existence of just social structures.

Sen further propounds that development should eradicate the. major causes of
unfreedom, poverty and the system~ti~ enrial denriyation. He also argues that there
should be equality between mer nequality sometimes afflicts and
prematurely ends the lives of mi nd also substantively restricts the
substantive freedoms that womel. v ...equality therefore has to be fully
engaged as a social prmw éfft%]f[p}llléf [%bates so as to force the
authorities to tackle this protdemt. -Such dfa¥égte would not only improve the
situations of women but also would develop and strengthen a democratic system,

which is an essential component in the process of development.

The active participation of women in development is largely depended on a number of
variables such as the eradication of social, economic and political inequalities. As
observed by Sen, the active agency of women cannot, in any serious way ignore the
urgency of rectifying many inequalities that blight the well being of women and
subject them to unequal treatment (Sen, 1999:190). He further alludes that women
should to be treated as mature responsible people, who are capable of shaping their

own destiny.
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to ensure that development enterprise does not undermine the economic rights women
already have and that the ideological and pélitical, as well as the economic bases of
women’s subordination are addressed. These freedoms however are dependent upon
judicial protection. They are also dependent upon a reasonably high degree of
education, which is necessary so that women can articulate their rights claims both

against male members of their own families and against the state.

Women therefore need to be mob**:~~* ~= ~ kw=~~d~~gpnectrum so that they could fight
together for a common goal. The atives that are likely to transform
the status of women should not ut should come from below. The
very despised and oppressed W0ux\v5v their status if they are given an
opportunity to make t@ﬁ cv@rgﬁl?p&f I(l'jif. %@en entail development
whereby women are agency of%hahpe. Wotnietr cottffthen be able to freely assert
themselves and campaign for a positive change in their lives. Democracy and
development are inseparable. Therefore the combination of the two has to continually
aim at bringing about development that offers equal opportunities to all citizens and in
particular to women. The provision of a free and fair atmosphere for women to
exercise their rights will work a long way towards empowering them. A free
environment will also provide a platform for women to assert themselves as agents of
change. This active agency of women however prerequisite rectifying many
inequalities that blight the well-being of women and subject them to unequal

treatment.

Central to the recognition and understanding the role of women as active agents of

social change is the issue of their total and complete person hood. Women should be
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recognized as responsible persons who can be in charge of their own destiny. The
active agency of women has to transcend the social, cultural and religious confines
and assert women as mature individuals who can act or refuse to act in certain ways

but yet be responsible for their actions.

The respect and regard for women’s well-being however does not come on a silver
plate but is dependent on other variables such as enlightenment through proper
employment outside the confines of home Thic will to some extent contribute
positively to the women’s econo and independence. Undoubtedly,
working outside the home and e ent income tend to have a clear

impact on enhancing the social st.... __ n the household and society (Sen,

A
1999: 191). Women’s eﬂjtﬁwbsf;ailg}y (ﬁhﬁeg tf igien%then women’s agency and

also to make it more informedJmm@l skilikd! Mg swmership of property could also
make women more powerful in the family decision-making. Economic independence
coupled with social emancipation would go a long way towards re-organising

principles that govern the polity and society.

The following chapter therefore discusses the position of women in three historical
epochs. These are the pre-colonial, colonial and post independence period. The aim of
the chapter is to show the social position of women and the factors that have

contributed to their limited participation in development.
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Culturally, during the pre-colonial period, women were considered to be signiﬁcant.
To acknowledge the significance of women, “Lobola” (bride-wealth) was paid for
them by the groom’s family at marriage. “Lobola” (bride-wealth) symbolized respect,
gratitude and appreciation to the bride’s family as it also sealed the family ties of the

two families. )

In largely agrarian pre-colonial societies, women had their own share of wealth. The

basic means of production such a< the Iand wae «ti]] in the hands of the indigenous

communities. Women were actiy ricultural activities. The produce
from the agricultural sector was eding the family. Cattle were a
symbol of wealth and both men .. cattle. Women benefited from the

| -
“Lobola” that was Pai"(f‘ﬁf’%?@ [‘Efg}teésfﬂFod'ﬁ Hﬁjibé)lic cow that was called

“Inkomo yohlanga”(Cow offertd 18 fie mother -ofétHeBride by the groom’s family).
This cow was given to the mother of the bride as her gift for the role she played in the

upkeep of the bride.

In the pre-colonial societies, gender was too pronounced. According to Bwakali
(2001:271), gender inequality was not important in the African traditional societies
because there were clear division of labour. However, this is not to claim that there
were no gender inequalities during the pre-colonial societies, but women labour did

not translate to their inferiority status in the society.
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Colonialism and the status of women

The British settlers colonized Zimbabwe during the period beginning from 1890 up to
1979. Colonisation was an oppressive system that targeted the indigenous population
and their resources. Colonialism was a 1arger project of dividing Africa into European
run colonies. The major aim was to extend the European sphere of influence across

Africa. The colonies were to act as satellites, channeling all profits to the mother

country.
The British settlers in Zimbabw: ter the mineral deposits that had
been discovered in South Africa. ntment, they failed to secure any

substantial mineral deposits sucl. ..

. Jternative source of wealth, they
A4
resorted to land. This Sﬁfﬂj\;é?e fg}ﬂdﬁs Fg]},ﬂ'lﬁgjféethnic groups that were

inhabitants of the land. Thesé e¢thinfe grotipswete the Shona and the Ndebele people.
The British army defeated the Ndebele warriors in 1893. The defeat of the Shona
people in 1896 marked the end of resistance and the beginning of a long process of
colonisation. According to Mhloyi (1998:13) the defeat of the indigenous population
was followed by the land alienation effected by the white settlers. This land alienation
was legalized by the Land Apportionment Act of 1930 that was super ceded by the
land tenure Act of 1969. The former allocated more than 50 percent of the land to 5
percent of the population, which comprised of whites. The blacks were re-located to
unproductive lands, which were semi-arid or arid unsuitable for agricultural activities
such as farming. These areas were referred to as the “native reserves™. This status quo

left the indigenous people vulnerable without basic means of production.
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The new settler government then began to re-formulate a new political, economic and
social order. This new order was supported by the mother countries that had the same

goal of profiteering from the whole project.

The new colonial order was racist politically, economically and socially. The
indigenous population could not participate in the new political order as they were not
considered as full citizens and hence their denial of all civil, political and social rights.
Ahluwalia (1999:313) contends that ~nlanialiem hrayght with it the concept of divide
and rule. The people of the same srentiated according to race, class
and gender. The indigenous pe sarticipate in the new economic

dispensation as low wage earners ... -1 areas and mines. The indigenous

N _d
people were to be expl'ejtﬁiﬁ? Ex %g}agfnf;e mfﬁ&f, é]le settlers whilst on the

other hand, undermining the #ffgerious way -of subsfstence. This was a period of
rapid expansion of capitalism. Gordon (1996:28) also observes that with the
expansion of capitalism in Africa during the colonial period, heterogeneous modes of

~ production and patriarchies were brought together.

The colonial government introduced various tax demands on the local indigenous
people so as to force them to surrender to cheap labour. Taxes such as the hut tax
were to be paid by every male adult in form of cash. A combination of the
unproductive land and tax demands forced men to sell their labour for cash in the
rapidly developing modern sector, in the urban areas, in mining and commercial farms
usually as unskilled or semi-skilled low-wage workers (Mhloyi, 1998:14). From
these meager salaries, the migrant workers had to support their families and also pay

taxes.
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about democratic rule. The war of Liberation ended with the signing of the Lancester

Agreement Accord in 1979.

The next sub-section shall focus on the post-independence era, its gains and losses.
The main focus would be on women and their citizenship status after independence.
This would be done so as to weigh whether or not the non-citizenship status of

women was improved after the independence.

The post-independence era and L of women

Zimbabwe attained independence 8 April 1980. At the helm of the
leadership of state was a Black uvunment, which described itself as
Marxist-Leninist and ﬂﬂﬁ%@%}y&%w lﬂleatiié;rimination of any form
(Maboreke; 1991:217). The rewgoverhént-ahdfet the feadership of ZANU (PF) was
faced with the task to solve a lot of imbalances that existed in the society. The state
and the civil society had to be de- racialised and the economy redistributed. In order
to deal with this task, the government adopted socialism as its framework for
economic development. The economic assets were to be centralized and re-distributed

by the state, which was seen as neutral.

The new government pledged to look seriously into the existing gender disparities in
dévelopment. They acknowledged that the status of women had to be uplifted so as to
integrate them in development. The role of women in the liberation struggle was
acknowledged and praised. Unfortunately, as observed by Jirira (1995:22) it was not
long before the female ex-combatants were re-domesticated through an emphasis on

their motherly domestic roles. Nationalism did not emancipate women. Their
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situations did not change significantly as opposed to their male counter-parts.
McCormack (1981:15) commented on the false promises of nationalism as the

patriarchal ideologies still dominated the post-war period. She argued that the:

New regimes praise the contributions of women, celebrate their acts of
courage, reaffirm the party’s commitment to full liberation, but
introduce only minimal or at best expedient reforms that coincide with
the political and economic goals of the new government.
The new government of the independent 7imhahwe fajled to honour all the promises
that were made prior to indepen nic conditions of women did not
really improve after independen mal changes were effected. For
example a ministry was set up t. vwwes of women. It was named, the
Ministry of Communi@' [.Hvéli\w Wgwﬁsa%fairs (MCDWA). This
Ministry was established mainly t& Bcilflatehe {svslvement of women in national
development through the removal of all legal, cultural and socio-economic barriers
that could hinder the full participation of women. This Ministry was later abolished

and replaced with the Ministry of Youth Development, Gender and Employment

Creation.

In an attempt to improve the status of women in the society, the government
introduced amendments to the legislation. The major one was establishment of the
legal Age of Majority Act (LAMA) in 1982. This act conferred the adult status on all
citizens of Zimbabwe at the attainment of the age of 18 regardless of their gender. The |
LAMA made it possible for women to make their own decisions after attaining 18
years old. The Maintenance Act was also passed so as to allow women to sue their

spouses for the maintenance of their children.
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through central re-distribution of wealth. The state therefore was to be central in this
endeavor. According to Seidman (1984:427), ZANU PF leaders believed that
socialism would not only emancipate from colonial imbalances ‘but also from
culturally charged discrimination. Socialism was therefore viewed as the only means
to provide the material basis for equality between women and men by giving women a

foundation from which to challenge the cultural institutions that oppressed them.

The independence was therefore celehrated in earialist rhetoric with the government
promising to transform the econo to a socialist one. It also promised
that all the citizens would benefit abwean means of production. The

government however was not vel __s change was to be brought about

since they had inheritf? &IR é‘il%liﬂ/ %BFF%S frﬁinstitutions. The agro-based
economy of the country still #érstine@in hehunds 6T8% of the white minority as was
agreed in the Lancaster House. One of the major agreements was that the land
redistribution exercise would take place after ten years of independence with the

British sponsoring the exercise, which was to be based on a willing seller, willing

buyer.

The new ZANU (PF) led government went ahead to prove what they described as
their commitment to socialism by offering social services during the first few years of
independence. These social services covered the educational, health and production
sectors, wage policies, industrial relations and nationalization of industry
(Gambahaya, 1998:22). The government offered free primary education and free
health services. Secondary level education and tertiary education was highly

subsidized. The public service was expanded and more people were employed in the

66






sufficient condition for their ‘emancipation’ from the tyranny of patriarchy and their

confines of the family (Einhorn, 1993:5).

The socialist programme ran up to 1990 and did not achiéve much in redressing the
sdcial inequalities based on both race and gender. Although free services were offered
in primary education, gender disparities remained a major constraint for women as the
number of female students attending school dropped from one grade to another. This
is primarily because the parents ~oild nat affard <econdary education and therefore
had to choose between the girl ¢ It is also important to note that,
although the government introdu :ducation, it was not compulsory

making it easy for some parents . children from school so that they

A 4
could probably help at mei \}Iém I:?y 5?@&111{)@&111@ state. In 1990 however
the state abandoned the socialistfrogFantite beestse ofirgent need of funds from the
international financial organizations- the International Monetary Funds (IMF) and the
World Bank (WB). The withdrawal of the socialist programme meant that all the
previously free services and those that were highly subsidized were to be fully paid
for by the users. Those who could afford to pay for the services were to have access to
them; this had a negative impact on gender equity as women found themselves on the
receiving end with the introduction of Economic Structural Adjustment programme.
For example, health services that were previously free meant that women had to ask
for money from their partners for family planning and other related issues. This made

the economically disadvantaged women vulnerable. To exacerbate the situation

women found little or no protection in the constitution.
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interpretation, it is not the complete description of what citizenship entails. The voting
rights are not the only rights that citizens require in order to be fully integrated within
the democratic institution. Such political rights have to go hand in hand with the

economic and social rights.

It is noted that at independence, women were able to make their own political choices
through voting in the party candidates of their choice. During the first general
elections in 1980, only a few vramen wers vatad into political offices. Although
women are the majority in Zirr ) 52% against 48% males, most

political parties did not field ntest. Although women were a

...2d opportunities to totally assert
- |
themselves politically. F‘i‘ﬁ%’f“@ {-S?t’OTVT? ﬁ, Ehf;llﬁ%hést political offices, the

patriarchal ideologies still démifhated? Womeh wete siewed as incapable of carrying

fundamental part of the struggl.,

political responsibilities within the public realm. It is argued therefore that the voting
rights of women could only be significant if they are enabled to vote in the other
female candidates that will champion their cause. The statistics provided by UNICEF
in 1995 show the extent of disparities that existed in the Zimbabwean political arena
where women formed an insignificant minority from the period beginning in 1985-
1995. The following table shows the number of female candidates against their male

counterparts in legislative bodies:
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in the society. Gaidzanwa (1992:115) further contends that, the arrests and round ups
of beggars, squatters and women who were unfortunate enough to be walking on the
streets to and from work or from movies, visiting friends and doing other business,
were an attempt to reassert the social dominance of men, as well as the elders who
were smarting from the perceived threats to their dominance over women within and

outside households.

Some of the conservative saw the freedam that women seemed to attain through the

Legal Age of the Majority Act o threat and a blow to some of the
oldest standing traditional institu la’. The elders of the society did
not take the newly found freedc.. vomen to be freelancers in their

. _d
decision-making kindlyﬁfﬂiffé]f‘ ;}];ia&t 813 F&aﬁ:ti_iiaer%te children from parental

control, they further blame the-A&tfbt sécidl- s andldelinquencies among the young
generation (UNICEF, 1995:8). As noted by Gaidzanwa (1992:114), the new freedom
of young women deprivéd male elders of cash for damages levied agéinst the seducer
of an unmarried woman over the age of 18 years and also threatened bride wealth
income that elderly men controlled by making it possible for young men and women

to marry with the payment of bride wealth.

It could therefore be concluded that by arresting all women walking alone at night, the
government was reacting negatively to the legislation it had passed. The sudden
change by government was a clear testimony that even in the post-independence
period, women had not yet attained their full independence and were still regarded as
citizens of lesser value in relation to men. Their prosecution a year after passing the

Majority Act was a clear panic and loud statement denouncing the freedom of women
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emphasise their re-domestication such as teaching and nursing. Women also represent
a large percentage of people involved in the informal sector where they sell various
goods in order to supplement their incomes. Women are largely involved in cross
border trading because most of them can not be absorbed in the formal sector because
they have a relatively lower educatién in comparison to males. Because of limited
educational opportunities, women have often been forced into illegal activities such as

beer brewing and prostitution.

Social cultural barriers to citiz

This section would focus on the m' udditional practices such as ‘lobola’
so as to show how them‘ﬁ/@f‘%ﬁ’g/e@f an{ ﬁifi@nship status that women
hold. A number of scholars*hav¢ =tgtied that the family institution is responsible for
the subordinate positions of women since it has socialized them to be ‘secondary
class’ citizens in relation to men. The traditional practice of ‘lobola’ has also been
criticized for commodifying women into assets. It is also criticized for contributing to
their vulnerability. ‘Lobola’ has also encouraged the privatization of women and their

treatment as non-citizens.

The agency of socialisation

Gender socialization is a system that involves the teaching of certain socially
acceptable values and morals to boys and girls. Boys are taught that which is expected
from them and girls too are taught certain values and morals that differ from what is
expected from boys. This socialization is one of the major impediments to women

citizenship. The patriarchal domination of women that is encouraged through certain
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sooner or later she is to join her husband’s family through marriage. The girl child is
socialized to endure unfriendly and unjust environment that she is expected to endure
for the rest of her life. The family institution needs to be re-organised, as it is also

responsible for the gender disparities that still exist.

Marriage and Family institution

Women have always been an integral part of the society. Prior to colonialism, women

were valued for their labour *~ ~~~'--~1 -roduction and their reproductive
capabilities. Women were also - aling powers. Although the family
institution was undoubtedly pat 1s to have been a clear division of

labour between women and me... v; labour was fair as the activities of

both men and women Uvirﬁe%rip%]ﬁvtm jﬁB [cflrgl%} [pérlod however introduced

new economical relations @it both thepdtlie «d the private sphere. Women
suffered more economical loses than men. They were transformed into economical
dependents. The new property relations meant that women could not own property of

their own.

The family was destabilized due to the migration from the rural areas to urban areas
during colonialism. The sexual division of labour was severed as women had to
remain looking after the family under harsh economic conditions. As observed by
Batezat and Mwalo (1989:53) women played a great role in caring for the future
labour force with less resources but more work. Their status was also declining and
women were continuously seen as attachments to men rather than vital to the

household survival.
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Although women remained heads of households, this did not change their subordinate
position in the society. Culturally, men own the labour of women because of the
payment of ‘lobola’ at marriage. Women continue to lose a number of their rights
through marriage. The cultural songs that are sung at wedding ceremonies confirm
this. Gender equity is a non-issue as these traditional songs testify. Women are
encouraged to be brave and to persevere in marriage, as they are likely to be faced

with some difficulties and other harsh conditions. The same is not told to men at

marriage thereby legitimatising *-~ -~ *-~-- “=~~* women. The unequal division of
labour that follows soon after 1 at women have to work extra for
them to be regarded as good wo is therefore considered cultural for

women to give up their indepehu'mdrriage as they join the husband’s
family. Culturally, ma%\?éfwﬁis FBﬁm]féuCing more labour to the
groom’s family. Therefore, wontert who wish 0 Stcceed in their marriages are
culturally ‘expected to sweat and toil and to be submissive to the husband and his
family. As observed by Batezat and Mwalo (1989:54), this labour of women is not

recognized as work but as the natural role of women- hence it’s under valuation.

Domestic labour does not elevate the status of women, it actually represent their
subordination to males. Equality in this case is not premised on the extent of the
labour that one does within the patriarchal household, but it is baseci on who is the
husband and wife. The husband as the head of the family has the power to decide on
the welfare of all the individuals in the family and his word overrules all. This male
control over women’s labour and sexuality within tﬁe household is reinforced through
religious beliefs, cultural practices and educational systems both traditional and

modern that assign to women lesser status and power (Batezat and Mwalo, 1989:55).
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Although many children become a burden to women as it increases workload, erodes
meager financial resources and at time put women’s health at risk, no such
consideration is taken into account. Since women have no control over their sexuality
due to ‘lobola’ payments, this puts many women at risk of contracting the deadly

HIV/AIDS from irresponsible husbands.

Religion and the Social Status of Women

Religion is a social institution of "7 7 the same belief in the existence of
a greater spiritual being with | the whole universe. It embodies
cultural beliefs of particular peoj ) the spiritual beliefs of the people.

In Zimbabwe, the indigenous pcuv w the African. traditional religion.
Central to their religio{g ﬁi%r@if}m@ftm% Ffeipa to as ‘Nkulunkulu’ (The
greater one) in Ndebele and" “fwart* in Shona. they Believed that they could access
the blessings of this greater being by appeasing their dead ancestors called ‘Amadlozi’
in Ndebele. The spirit mediums therefore became very prominent in the society. It is

these spirit mediums that could link the living and the dead.

Both men and women could become spirit mediums after undergoing intensive
training in the field. The spirit mediums were highly regarded in the society. Their
contribution to the society as healers greatly transformed their social status. Their
capabilities made them to be regarded as sacred, and this earned them a lot of respect.
The spirit mediumé became both healers and mediators. When problems arose in the
society, they were called upon to mediate on the behalf of the living so as to escape
calamities. The spirit mediums therefore stood between the living and the spiritual

realms. They had great influence in the society. Women who were possessed by
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ancestral spirits were regarded as very powerful and this elevated their social status.
For example Mbuya Nehanda, a female spirit medium was highly respected in the

society.

The coming of colonialists and the introduction of different religions such as Islam
and Christianity changed the traditional perception of religion. The new religions

negated the traditional religions of the indigenous people. It was labeled as demonic

and therefore evil. These new =~':~i~=~ “~ -—3re being rapidly spread by the
missionaries eventually destroy: influence previously held by the
spirit mediums. As noted by ), the new religion had serious

implications not only on the uyv whose influence and power were
undervalued but also Tffﬁ’%?’éi‘%‘if?lﬁ‘f”}?”ﬁ?‘fnﬁlﬂi"é because; both Christian
and Islamic traditions preatk £fEmiafe subservience and their withdrawal from the
public sphere. For example, wealthy Muslim women are segregated and expected to
retreat into purdah as a symbol of their husbands’ success (Howard, 1995:307). It is
therefore difficult to integrate women into development when certain belief systems

include the notion that women should subordinate to men.

Christianity also brought with it a new doctrine on sexual relations. The subordination
of women was emphasized. Christianity, which was largely influenced by the Jewish
traditions that discriminate against women, adopted similar traditions. In Jewish
tradition, women were never regarded as equal to men in all spheres of their lives.
Women were always treated as Gentiles (Non-Jewish) and like the other outcasts in

the society.
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Although Christianity downplayed extreme discrimination of women in churches, it
still maintained in some of the New Testament scriptures that women had to be
subordinate to men. In 1 Corinthians 11 verse 3, 7-8 draws from the Old Testament
arguing that man was created in the image of god whereas the woman was created
from a man. It further says that man was not created for a woman whereas the woman
was created to be a servant of a man. The apostle Paul preached that women had to be
subordinate to men in the family and in the church. The leadership of men in the
family was equated with the leac'~~~"*~ - "~~-- “"rist in the church. In Timothy 2 v
11-15 and in 1 Corinthians 14: 2 so expected to be submissive both
in the church and in their housel ected to take orders from men and
they are also forbidden from teauvuures or to have any authority over
men. These scriptures Eﬁﬁﬁ@f’%fﬁ@f@ﬁﬂ Hﬁis where it is said that God
created men first not by mixtake but purposély. e nurturing role of women is

emphasized and childbearing is identified as the only way that can save women.

Christianity therefore did not bring about the salvation of women from the patriarchal
oppression but rather continues to encourage it. The social injustices against women
are in most instances justified through biblical interpretations. Christianity therefore

justifies the secondary status of women.

Dilemma of Gender and Development

The foregoing discussion tends to suggest that the position of women in relation to
development has not changed. Consequently, the position of women to ‘Just
development’ as propounded by Clark (1991) has not materialized. The racial

approach in redressing social injustices has not emancipated women in development.

96















stand in as obstacles in the emancipation of women. Religious beliefs have also

confined women in inferior positions in the society.

It has been noted that women form a high percentage of the economically deprived,
and this has had a negative impact on both their well-being and social status. The
colonial economic principles sidelined women and the present state has also failed to

fully incorporate women into the broad national economic projects. A point of

highlight could be drawn from *-~ ~=~~*=~ 1-~q redistribution exercise were the
gender question appears to be a rominence in the whole exercise is
the racial issue. It appears the - just been racialised but gendered
citizenship does not feature as .. ..crimination since women were not

considered in the re-dﬁﬁw%}%efg}siﬁs Fﬁét [QE tili g%péessed. Since the present

status of women is partly dU€ foc thefit RepeneteE on men economically, their
economic status could have been improved through affirmative action programme in

the land re-distribution exercise.

The state policies in education, health and employment among others continue to be
restrictive to women. In education for example, the curriculum tends to be suffused
with gender biases and leads girls into stereotypical “feminine” jobs in teaching,
nursing and clerical work. Few women are found in scientific or technical education
where they are likely to develop better skills to secure better paying jobs
(www.un.org). Although education plays a significant role in the enlightenment and
empowerment of women, the nature of education has to be thoroughly evaluated so

that it provides purposive and informative education.
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The curriculum should be gender sensitive and should be aimed at meeting the basic
needs of women. Since most educational systems were inherited from colonialism and
were discriminatory to women, most states have tended to simply adopt the same
system without analytically restructuring it to be all inclusive. Informative and
empowering education should be aimed at addressing the present status of women.
Meaning that education should raise the level of consciousness among women. As
noted by Anand (1983:7), the educational systems in most developing countries are
relics of their colonial past, a~* *~-'---=* *- ““2 needs of most people especially
women.

The present state in Zimbab... the Economic policies that were

. _d
detrimental to the h'ﬁ of onpéntif h6 Fiﬁ?)oﬁc %tﬁ]fg.ral Adjustment that was

adopted in 1991 to spearhead k& ¢ountfles’ sstisnée growth forced most parents to
choose between educating a boy and a girl. Most parents preferred to educate boys in
situations were they could not afford the payment of school fees. The privatization of
most services that the state previously owned and subsidized made it tough to educate
all the children and the government did not offer any protection to the girl child. The
boy child on the other hénd was given preference as he is considered to be a better
asset in terms of financial returns. For the affluent, educating women is usually
interpreted as an exercise that will increase their price in marriage market (Anand,
1983:7). Education should however be a conscientizing tool if it is to have any value
for women. It should make women aware about the oppressive structures that keep
them in positions of powerlessness. Education should give women choices, it should
enlighten them about their rights and it should also give them choices about their own

sexuality through health education.
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The existing educational systems have not provided women with adequate tools to
Vunderstand and analyze the true nature of social, political and economic systems that
govern their lives and oppress them. Anand (1983:3) asserts that, if women are to be
change agents in their societies, then, the educétion offered to them must be a tool for
consciousness raising and action. Education should also aim at eradicating gender
biases if sustainable development is to be achieved. Purposive education has to be

disseminated to women through all possible communication channels.

It is essential to build an atmosp! ility for women through influential

social institutions such as educa is kind of social change has to be

v oirls with equality education that
includes equal condﬂ:)ﬁ eoé W?ﬁ: Fib FEF Cﬂf study (www.undp.org).

Recognizing gitls as citizens riseatts givitigthem e same rights to participation and

built from childhood, which n..

freedom of expression in school, the family and the community as well as assuring
them protection against all forms of violence. The state should provide an enabling
environment for the development of the girl child at school so that she grows up fully
empowered and is easily integrated in the public sector and the society. Non-
governmental organizations could also be handy in disseminating information and

also conscientizing women about their rights.

The legal structures of the state have also been biased against women. The
constitution of Zimbabwe does not protect women against gendered discrimination
and oppression. Unlike constitutions of other African countries for example Uganda
and South Africa which strongly speak against gender discrimination in their

constitutions, the Zimbabwean constitution on the other hand does not proscribe
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Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) in 1991 and by so doing became part of
the convention. The government committed itself to observe and respect the rights of
women as set in the convention. The convention advanced the interests of women
through calling for legal, policy and programme development to promote equality as a
means to justice. As observed by Freemen (1993:93), the basic premise of the
convention is that women have a right to the full enjoyment of human rights and

fundamental freedoms on the basis of equality with men.

The recommendations that could o improve the citizenship status of
women are; state intervention t ation of gender free development
policies. These policies should L. v key developmént areas such as in
education, health sect({ﬁrﬂ%% ffiPchP F’Bﬁlﬂcﬁlé government should also
consider prioritizing womett #tr thedand re-disttibition exercise so as to empower -

them economically.

There is a need for the government to facilitate the provision of neutral legal
instruments so as to equally protect the rights of every citizen. The constitution of the
country should be amended so that there is a provision for the protection of the rights
of women and gender discrimination should be condemned in the strongest terms.
Alternatively, women and other interest groups could lobby for a new constitution

that is created within a gender free framework.

Affirmative action in favour of women should be introduced in areas of education so
as to uplift the education standards of a girl child. Women have been disadvantaged

for most part of their history by being denied equal education opportunities.

108



Improving the education standards of women will go a long way in improving their
social status and also involve them more in decision-making bodies. Education could
improve the social status of women by opening a room for their participation in
development. Informative education could also raise the level of consciousness
among women thereby making them aware of their rights. The government should

provide a room for more female participation in politics and decision-making.

Oppressive culture and religion 14 »nt ha +nlamgted by the state. There is need for
informative education so as to 1 d perception transformation in the

society. The custodians of tradi chiefs and other traditional leader

women. The non—go‘ﬁ'ﬂxﬁ}l@f ,(T:Eg;uéitl%\b 4 Hﬁliaawe should address the

question of gender; speak attiist the discHirnGedtn of women and conscientize the

need to be actively involved in t... ...5t oppression and discrimination of

society about the rights of women.

Summing up our discussion, it was noted in this study that women do not possess the
same social rights as that of their male counterparts in the society. Women continue to
be denied their citizenship through various social institutions. Schools, churches and
cultural practices are some of the social institutions that are responsible for the present
status of women. It was noted in chapter 3 that the discrimination of women dates
back in the pre-colonial period where the social order was patriarchal. Although there
was equal division of labour‘ in the pre-colonial societies that were nomadic in nature,
this seems to have changed with the advent of colonialism. The introduction of the
new means of production and new economic relations eroded the status of women

thereby transforming them into perpetual minors. The post-independence period in

109



Zimbabwe presented women with new challenges, as they were not recognised as
citizens of e.qual value despite their active participation in the liberation war. This
then calls for alternatives so as to improve the conditions of women. Affirmative
action and other state interventions are some of the ways that could be implemented

so as to elevate the status of women.

This study revealed that women in Zimbabwe have not yet attained their full

citizenship status because there ~=~ h~i=~ di~~=imipated in various ways. Because
women continue to be denied - hey continue to occupy marginal
positions in development. The f rights for women is not a new

feature it has a long history wit.. vv pre-colonial and colonial period.
Women were subordir@vﬂ @%Wﬁ@ﬁ%ﬁ% the society in the pre-
colonial period with the fathér-atfinigeds tHe-head of thechousehold and thereby having

a final say in all issues that pertained the family.

The discriminatory nature of the patriarchal relations however became more
pronounced during the consolidation of the colonial state. It was noted that it was
during this time that the black women became deprived both as belonging to what was
deemed as the inferior race and secondly, they were discriminated for being women.
It was at this time that women lost the social, political and economic rights as the new
monetary economy had no place for them. Women lost their social status largely
because of the introduction of a dual legal system, which had the customary law
governing the blacks. Women lost power and influence both in the household and in
the society and were eventually transformed into minors without any rights. As a

result women became dependent on men economically. The colonial government
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