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Figure 3 : The map of Bereak sub-province showing the research. area
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5.12

Eritrea old age does not seem to pose a problem. The reason might
be, as UNICEF (1994) indicated, that the life expectancy at birth in
Eritfea is 47.5 years while in other less developed countries it is 52
years. Most of the households had the necessary physical capabilities
of carrying out farming operations. Atpresentold age should not be
a pr_bblem for agricultural work. In the long term, due to lower
incomes from farming the age composition of the rural population is |
likely to ‘change. There is a need to attract younger people into

farming.
Household size

In rural areas, large ortant for a farming family that
produces food for subsS"%nd for all involved in traditional
farming sytfams, ‘@eifseropre aiso peed to help with the
household tasks and fhrfn work. Farthermore, a large family provides
security for the parents in their old age as they expect to be supported

by their children.

UNICEF (1996,, p. 2) has pointed out that fertility rates in Eritrea are
very high. Women, on average, have six children with the result that
Eritrea has a young population with high consumption needs; one in
two people is a child under 18, one in five is a child under five. With
a population growth rate of about 3 percent per annum, the number of

people in the country will double every 23 years.
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Table 6.5 Distribution of respondents according to attendance of

local meetings, Tzada KefStian, 1999. (n=110).

Frequency of meeting Number Percent .
Regularly 32 29.1
Sometimes 16 14.5
Once a while 12 10.9
Never | 45.5
TOTAL 100

Aimost thirty percent ot e ts attended meetings on a
regular basis. J ufﬂﬁﬁ/@f% %pﬁ‘fepdﬁxzﬂech:@veal areluctance
to go to meetings. [Mgetings ard.ved eow an effective way of
~ communication, but that could change if meetings are well advertised

and come to be known as interesting.
6.2.1.5  Sources of advice

“The adoption process is the mental process/changes that takes place
within an individual with regard to an innovation from the moment
that he first becomes aware of the innovation until making the
decision to use it or not. An innovation could Be an idea, method or

object which is regarded a.s new by an individual but which is not
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