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at horit 
• exists 

tudent • disperse 
quietly: Police 

stand by 
EAST LONDON, Wednesday. 

THE FORT HARE University College for non­
European at Alice was clo ed today by the 

e ecutive committee of the College Council, the 
governing body of the college. 

The 4()() men and women slude11ts al 
the college were ent home in special 
trains. They dispersed quietl11 and there 
were no incidents. 

Strong forces of armed policemen who were present 
for security reasons did not have to intervene in any way. 

A tat ment b th executive wns officinlly opened b) General 
committ e of th colleg council Louis Botha on February 8, 1916. 
sav there i • vidence o( the exi • Cla:s e:s be an bout two weeks 
e1{c within the student body of a later with a total enrolment of 20 

er t authority. Thi authority. students. 
the tat m nt Y , i Eom im s The coll L , dmini tered by 
i- ferr d to a· the '"caucu ·." who e governing council, to which th 
in:structions are obeyed by tudent , Government nominate .four repre 
oft n through ar of phy ical sentative ccording to the Hi he 
violence and oth r form of in- Education Act of 1923 under vh1 
timidation. rather than the in true- the college j incorporated. 
tion ot the con titut d authorities 
of the colleg . Other m mb r repr nt Rhode 

At th morning a embly today Univ rsity (to which the colleg 
tudent were told to di. per e to w~ affiliated in 1951), the univer 

their ho tel . Wh n they arri d iti s of the Witwater rand an 
• t the ho. t I they wer told th at l. the Ba uloland administra 
coll \ a be.in clo ed and h t i n at e condar • educatio 
th , r b ing nt horn th coll ge sena e, former tudent 

Reinforcements 
Polic r inforcements, including 

a det chment of Railway Police. 
under th command of Captain C. 
J. J. Stander. w r stationed in 
buildings and grounds of the 
college. 

Lieutenant-Colonel L. van der 
Linde, Deputy Commi sioner ?f 
Polic ·,t Grahamstown. was m 
command of police, drawn from 
Fort Beaufort, •Cradock, King 
w illiam's Town, and Graham town. 

Throughout the morning the 
situation at the college was qui t. 

Wh n the ·tudent were told of 
the deci ion to send them home 
they quie ly packed Lheir belonging· 
and prepared to I ave for the 
tation. Lorrie· took the luggage 

to the tation. the student:; tollow­
ing in taxi nnd on foot. 

Security only 
The police w re 0~1 the c 

pr mi e for ecunty p~r 
only. 'lh were not require 
int rv nc in anv way or to 
, n. ord rs to a ingle student. 

'lhe fir t trnin l ft at lunch-ti 
currying most or the tudent • 
in t ernoon th r t o 
tud ntrained. 
R. . polic 1 o boar 

train. 
:Sy G pm un wa 

1 t student had 
b n no tin-

50, thr stu­
for conductm~ 

1paign • gain t 
o r fu d to 

iv n to tht.:' 
ral, th Rt. 

yl. 
ent in Ca 

h South Af 
o( Fort Ha 

of the colleg . the Tran, keia 
Territori Gen al Council, th 
Churche of Scotland. and or th 
Province of South Africa, t 
Methodi1st Church al South Afric 
and donors of :sum of mon y to 
college.-Sapa. 

 

 



Africans'"' university 
closed because of 
student 'caucus' 

From Our Correspondent 

ALICE. Wednesday. 
THE Fort Hare University College for non-Europeans 
• was closed today by the executive committee of the 
College Council. Most of the 400 students have already 
left for home by special train. They dispersed quietly 
and there were no incidents. Police were present for 
security reasons. 
A statement issued by Professor 

C. P. Dent, principal of the 
college. said there was evidence of 
the existence within the student 
body of a secret authority. 

hi$ auihQlit was 
sometimes rele a.s the 
".caucus." whose instructions were 
obeyed by students. often through 
fear of physical violence and other 
forms of intimidation, rather than 

1 

the instructions of the constituted 
authorities of the college. 

The council will consider the 
re-ad.mission of individual students 
"in due course." 

Under the influence of the 
" caucus,'' said the statement, the 
students have resorted to irregular I 
methods such as boycotts, threats 
and even violence . to get their 
views accepted by the college 
authorities. 

Council resigns 
" This has resulted in the deve­

lopment of a situation within the , 
college which is destructive of 
freedom of opinion and action 
within the student body and 
has become intolerable. In conse­
quence the Students' Representa­
tive Council has found it neces­
sary to res~n. 

"The bOycott of the gradua­
tion ceremony carried out under 
instructions emanating from an 
unauthorised meeting is another 
example of the influence of this 
•caucus· upon student action, and 
was deliberately design~ to 
embarrass the college authorities 
and to bring discredit on the 
college. 

" Further evidence has come to 
light of the intention to continu 
what has been described as 'th 
strugile.' '' 

 

 



 

 



SOR C. P. DENT . 
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ollege 
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The Fort 
closed yesterday 
governing body o 

DAILY DISPATCH, EAST 
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ARE 

ities React To 
C '' ret aucus 

'B:-"'l'll""!i.L.- niversity College for non-Europeans at Alice was 
......... , _xecutive Committee of the College Council, the 

allege. 
. The 400 men and women tudent at the College 

were sent home in special trains. They dispersed quietly 
and there were no incidents. Strong forces of armed 
policemen who were present for security reason did not 
have to intervene in any way. 

A tatement by the Executive Committee of the College 
Council says there is evidence of the existence within the 
student body of the College of a secret authority. This 
authority, the tatement ays, is sometimes referred fo as 
the "caucu ,. whose instructions are obeyed by tudents, 
often through fear of physical violence and other forms 
of intimidation, rather than the instructions of the constituted 
authorities of the College. 

t morning a -emhly at the 
Coll o ye terday tho st 1den 
who are all fee-payin(T were told 
to disperse to their ho_ tels-three 

en's and one ,·omen . Once they 
had arrived at the ho tel they 
were told the ollege -a being 
clo ed and that they were being 
ent home. 

Poli e reinforcements, including 
a detachment of Raih·ays Poli ·e 
under he eommand of Cap ain C. 
J. J. tandcr, who saw to the 
entraining- of the ~tU(1ent , were 
tationcd in the building anu 
Jround o the Co1lege. Lieut.­
Colon 1 L. Yan der Linde. Doputy-
Comm1 ioner of Poliee at G1aham -
to" n, ,·a in command of the 
pol it c vho were drawn from r ort 
B : u ort Crado k, ring '\ illiam's 
To n and raham town. 

LE:PT Q IETLY 
Throu hou the mornin the 

ituation at the olle~e was quiet. 
Yhen he tnde11t were told of 

the de i ion to send them home 
the , packed up their belongin~s 
and prep, red . to leave f?r tlie 
tation. Lorne ook th 1r lug-

ga(J'» to he ation anil the 
tuden fo11owed in ta.·i and on 

foot. 
The police who wore on the 

College premises ere there for 
se urity purposes only. They 
were not required to intervene 
in any way nor to give any 
orders to a ingle student. 
'I 1e fir t rain left a lunch-time 

carryin('• mo t o tho . ndents ar d 
lat r in the af ernoon the r t of 
th tuden entrained. Railway 
Police al o uoa ded the train . By 

o'cloek , erything was q 1iet , 
'ort :!are-the last tuden had 

l ,f and there had been no 
untoward incident . 

ST1 TE~IE ~T 

LONDO THUR 

RT 1 

The sta ment • ued by the 0 1• 1 
lege ouncil' executive s ys, "'Ihe 
con titution of the Colle , provides 
prop r clwnn l of communication 
beb en tud ut and the rceog­
ni cd nuthoritie as i usual in l 
univer ·ity in titution for an· 
rcpre en ation that ·tudcnts wi h I 
to make either n individuals or a 
the tudent body through their pro­
perly elected representatives. Such 
repr entation bnve alway~ 
rec ived the eriou - con ideration 
of th pr p r authorities. 

"Th re ha d veloped evidence 
of the ·i cn('e within the 
'-uden body of the College of a 
ecret autliority ometime r £erred 

to a the 'caucu ' , •ho e instruc-

1 

tion nre ob yecl by tu,lent often 
through ear of ph ic: 1 violence 
and other form of intimidation, 
rathc.c than th instruction of the 
con tit 1ted authoritie of the Col· 
le c. Th re ult ha been that under 
the influence o the 'caucus,' tho 
tudcnts have re ort d o irr gular 
ethod . uch n bo cott , threats 

un<l even iolenee ,, ith a vi w to 
the a ceptauce of their will by he 

olle uthoriti . 'fhi ha 
re 1lte in the d ' • lopment o • • 
ituntion within the Coll gc which 

i destructive of fr dom of opinion 
and , cti n within the student body 
n11c1 h::i b come intolerabl . In con• 
equ n e, the tud nt ' Hepre enta­

tivo ouncil has found it 11ecc ary 
to re igu. 

"The boycott of tho graduation 
ceremony, carried out under in­
·tructions emanating from an un­
authoris d meetmg, is another 
example of the influence of this 
'caucus' upon tudent action 
and was deliberately de igned 
to embarrass the College autllori­
tie • and to bring discredit on the 
College. Further evidence has 
come to light of the intention to 
continue wh1-.~ ha been des­
cribed as 'the struggle.' 

'·In icw of • hole ituation, 
, 1cl aftc1 c in.., a r port 
fr m the oll uate, the Exe-
cutive ommittee of the College 
Council ha led uuanimou 1 
that it is i1 ibJ to coutinu 

of oll<'g und r pre-
iditi ' ecutivc 
cc h re cided to 
al ti he ol• 

tl1e t con idcr 
admi of itHuvidual 
in I our e.' 

>rr pondent of the 
D· h in rep 
that th of tli nt 
by tr::ii ight ir ho 
aft r d tl1c c o 
pre ure group among tl1e stud 

A large group of tudent , in 
vi wed before th y l ft, 
there wa no " f'cret author· 
''prP ur group" or "ca 
v itl1i11 the tuilent body. The~ 
the ollcg • h~irl he n lo el be 

they had bo_ cotted the College's 
grnduation cercmo11y. That boycott 
was the result of un atisfac'tory 
food and a recent decision of the 
:.!ouncil to proh'bit them from vi it• 
ing the , ·omen students in their 
.:cmmon room. 

Profe or 0. I'. Dent, principal 
>f the oll g , :sniil lat<'r th, t th 
n1 n nd nt. h cl n anned 
from the womell's common room 
l>c1•au e that privilege had b en 
abused. 

"The t, ge ha hocn r nched 
where it , s b oming a ommon 
room for ver !Jody au<l this vouli1 
not he tolerated at any univ r ity," 
ho nid. 

'l'he det·i ion to <.'lo tho oll g 
tcmpornril ' ha<l he n taken hy th 
College Couricil :11011 , nil no Gov-
ernm nt department had h n 
involved, he aW . . -· 
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Es anli-hed 187 8 

CL 
0 

Police • arr1 -e as 
are sent home 

aily New Reporter 

tudents 
by • t1a1n 

fORT HARE COLLEGE, the bigge t non-European college in 
South frica, accommodating 360 tudent , ·as clo cd b r th 

Executi 'e Council of the College to-day. 

A statement appro ed by the Executi e Committee of the College 
Council and issued by Pro essm C. P. Dent, Principal of Fo t Hare, 
sa s there is evidence of the e.·istence ,·ithin the tudent bod r of the 
College of a ·ecret authorit~ ·, 011etimes referred to as the ~- Caucu /' 
,, ho e instructions are obe_.,7ed by tudents often through fear of 
phy ical iolence and other form of intimidation. The tu dents 
tended to obev these instructions rather than those of the onstituted 
authprities of -the College. 

Armed police. under the command of Lieutenant-Colon 1 L. ••• n der Linde. 
Deputy Commi sioner of Police at Grahamsto ·n, ha,e been ent to ,.,,uard again t 
possible disturbances. 

Professor Dent told The Daily Ne ·s that all was quiet. Then, had been no violen e 
and the students, both men and women, were bemg sent to their homes in special trams 
:v-hich were leaving Alice early this afternoon. I 

He said there was a big bovcott of the graduation 
C :remony on Fnday las' but that was only a symptom of the 
rouble. The Students' Representative Council had been 

superseded and had found it necessary to resign. He 
emphasised that the clo-ure a~ temporary. •' We 111 ,now 

-- consider vha teps to take." 
The stud nt came from 

all parts of th and the 
Britkh Terri-
tones. pened 
c:ibo t 

have 
oundmg 
ta dock, 

and 
uard-
t are 

f the 
Most 

a e 
ha ,·w 

Sen huns. 
A P lice spo esman said there 

was an atmosphere of complete 
quiet as the sombre-faced s udents 
made their way to the railway 
station. About 50 policemen are 
on special duty. 

THE STATE_ 1E .. -T 

Professor Dent's statement says: 
l· The constitution of the College 

provides propE:r channels of 
communication between students 
and the recognised authorities as 
is usual m the university institu­
tion for any representation that 
students wish to make either as 
individuals or as the student body 
through their properly elected 
representatives. Such representa­
t10ns have alwa 'S received the 
serious con ideratlon of the proper 
authorities. 
•'). There has developed evidence 

I• of the existence within the 
Continued on P ge 2, Column 5 

LO 
0 

t 
ular 

c eat 
t t,, 

the r w1 y the 
Coll . 

This has re::;ulted in the develop­
ment of n !':Ituat1on v,ithin the 
CrJlleg whkh is de tructh of 
freedom uf Qp1111on and ac 
within th tudent b dv an 
become 1ntc,leu.ble. in 
quence. the tudent Repre 
tn e Council ha~ 1.mn it nee 
t0 rc,i n. 
3. The bo eott ot the I aduat1on 

c1.:rernony carried out under 
in truct1ons emanatw from an 
unHutho 1 ed meet111 nother 
example 01 U-1 wt1 it th1 
C aucu::i uµon tuder and 
"•a delib1.;r.itely Lo 
embarrd th college uuthoi 
and tu b1 ing cl1 crPdit on 
coll e Further 0\ 1der r na 
to light of U1 1nte•n101, t1 cunt 
1-hat ha o cu de c11bco a, 

stt uggle.'' 
. I 1 view of thi::, wl1ule s1tuat1 
• and at er ing a r­

tmue l ,e 
pie ent co 
cvmm1tt<:e 
to ::,u pe 
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'enate • 1e 
: the Col 
d unc1m1 1-

lt! to con 

 

 



PORTE Z T V NlNG 

'--' 
IL~--~- ========~~~~~~~!!!!!!b=• POR=T=E==LI=Z=A=B=E=T=H=,=WE=~D=NES==D~A~Y-==--~y=-.~~1~9-5=-=-=====-=-=====~·a=:::·=··=·~·=====================~====; 

University College Council alleg 

ASS DISMISSAL 
authority has been undermined by 'secret' body 

FORT HARE STUDENTS 
Police stand by 

as students leave 
ALICE. 

ARMED POLICE reinforcements were sent to 
Alice today to prevent disturbances as the 

394 students at Fort Hare Universiy College 
prepared to leave for home after the college 
authorities had closed the college. 

Two special trains were 
ordered to take the dis­
missed students away from 
Alice this afternoon, reports 
Sapa. 

The Principal of the University 
College Professor C. P. Dent, 
asked f~r police reinforcements to 
stand by today in case of trouble. 

The police have taken over the 
buildings and grounds of the 
,college. 

Lieut.-Col. L. van der Linde, 
Deputy Commissioner of Police at 
Grahainstown, is in command of 
the police, who are drawn from 
Fort Beaufort, Cradock, King 
William's Town and Grahams­
town. More than 50 policemen are 
standing by. 

The first special train taking 
students away was due to leave 
at 2 p.m. 

The situation at Fort Hare 
college was then reported to be 
quiet, with the police in control. 

Women as well as men have 
been dismissed. Only taff remain 
in the college. 

'Secret authority' 

alleged 

Fort Hare - the only non­
White university institution in 
South Africa-was closed by the 
executive commltt of the Col­
lege Council, of which Prof. Dent 
is chairman. 

A statement issued by Prof. 
Dent says there is evidence that 
a "s ret authority" exist within 
the student body of the college. 

This authority, he says, is 
som times ref erred to as the 
"caucus." Its instructions are 
obeyed by students, often through 
fear of phy1ical violence and other 
form of intimidation, rather th n 
the instructiona of the conititu­
ted authoritie of the college. 

The xecutive committee ays 
this has created an intolerable 
situation and the college has, 
therefor been closed. Re-admis­
sion of individual stu(\ents will 
be considered in due course. 

o statement of the students' 
case was available today. 

300 were abs~nt 

from ceremony 

It is said that some 300 of 
the under-graduates did not 
attend the annual graduation 
last Friday. 

Their absence was not noticed 
by visitors because the hall · was 
.filled with visitors (mostly 
Africans) and graduates. 

Mrs. V. M. L. Ballinger, M.P. 
Natives' Rep., Cape Eastern) 

and Senator L. R. Rubin 
(Natives' Rep, Cape Province) 
were expected to attempt to 
question the Minister of Educa­
tion in the Assembly this after­
noon about developments at Fort 
Hare. 

Both M.P.s were reported today 
to be intending to visit Fort Hare 
tomorro-w. 

The statement issued by Prof. 
Dent was approved by the execu­
tive committee of the College 
Council. It says: 

Please tum t.o Pac-e 2 Col. 6. • 

I 

students 
dismissed 

( Continued from Page 1). 
"1. The constitution of the Col­

lege provides proper channels of 
communication between students 
and the recognised authorities, 
as is usual in university institu­
tions, for any representation that 
students wish to make either as 
individuals or as the student body 
through their properly :lected 
representatives. Such representa­
tions have always received the 
serious consideration of the 
proper authorities. 

Threats alleged 
2. "There has developed evi­

dence of the existence within the 
student body of the College of 
a secret authority, sometimes re­
f erred to aa the caucus, whose 
instructions are obeyed by stu­
dents, often through fear of 
physical violence and other forms 
of intimidation, rather than the 
instructions of die constituted 
authoritie of the college. 

"The result has been that under 
the influence of the caucus the 
st-udents have resorted to irre­
gular methods such as boycotts, 
threats and even violence with 
a view-to the acceptance of their 
will by the college authorities. 

"This has resulted in the 
development of a situation with­
in the college which is destruct­
ive of freedom of opinion and 
action within the student body, 
and has become intolerable. In 
consequence, the Students' Re­
presentative Council has found 
it necessary to resign. 

'The struggle' 
3. "The boycott of the gradua­

tion ceremony last Friday carried 
out under instructions emanating 
from an unauthorised meeting is 
another example of the influence 
of this caucus upon student 
action. 

"It was deliberately designed 
to embarrass the college author­
ities and to bring discredit on the 
college. 

"Further evidence has come to 
light of the intention to con­
tinue what has been described as 
'the struggle.' 

4:. "In view of this whole situa­
tion, and after considering a re­
port from the College Senate, the 
executive committee of the 
College Council has decided una­
nimously that it is impossible to 
continue the work of the college 
under present conditions. 

"The executive committee has, 
t11erefore, decided to suspend all 
activities of the College for the 
present and to consider the re-

L-~------~---.......,.admission of dividual .wtudents I 
in due course." 
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Evidence Of Secret Student Body Alleged In 
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tatemen 
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COLLE E 
"'3 Tlte boycott of the gradua• 

tion ceremony, carried out under I 
lnstJilctions emanating from an 
unautliorised meeti I, another 
example of the inftuer.ce ot this 

, 'CaUCUI' upon student action and 
, was deliberately designated to 

embarrass the College authbrities 
and to bring discredit on the 
College. Further evidence has 
come to light of the intention to 
continue what bas beer. described 
as 'the atruaale . ,. 

Armed Police Take· 
0 er Buildings To 
Prevent rouble 

( outh Afriean 

TD OD • 
as today 

est of the .r.;x1eco~v, 
ouneil. 

~"' dinurbance& 
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"4. In view of this whole situa­
tion. and after conslderin, a 
report from the olle e enate. 
the Executive Committee of th'~ 
Colle1e Council bas decided un­
animou ly that it i8 impossible to 
continue the ork of the College 
under present cor:.ditlons. The 

ecutfve ommittee has there 
tore decided to suspend all activi­
ties of the olle1e for t'be present 
ant to consider th r-e-a4mi 
01 Individual atudents in d e 
COUnle." 

The situation at the Collete is 
qiitet and the .P011- are con-
trol. 

 

 



S. African Government 
Closes Fort Hare 

ALICE, Wednesday 
THE non-European college of Fort Hare was 'closed by 

Government officials today. A statement by the Native 
Commissioner says there is evidence of the existence with­
in the student body of a college secret authority. 
This authority, the statement prepared to leave for home follow­

says, is sometimes referred to as ing the clo ure. 

a "caucus'' whose instructions arc 

obeyed by students. often through 

fear of phy ical violenc and other 

The principal of the univer ·ity, 
Professor C. P. Dent, a ked for 
police reinforcement to stand by 
in case of trouble. 

forms of intimidation, rather than Lieut-Colonel L van dcr Linde, 
the instructions of the constituted Deputy Commissioner of Police at 
authorites of the college. Grahamstown, is in command of 

The statement says: ''The result police. who arc drawn from Fort 
has been tha u der the influ ci; Beaufort. Cradock, King Williams-
of the caucus, stucknts ha, re l ~ l • in r.tham town. Sapa. 
sorted to irregular methods such a J 

boycotts, threats and vcn violence, f 
with a view to the ace ptance of 
their will by college authorities. 

"This ha.s resulted in the d ·­
vdopment of a situation within 
the college which is destruction of 
freedom of opinion and action 
within the student body, and has 
become intolerable." 

POLICE SENT FOR 
Armed police • reinforcem nts 

have been sent to Alice, the nearby 
town, to guard against po ible di -
turbanccs, a · 400 native student 
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Die Sluiting van Fort Hare 
DIE ontstellende stap van is? By menige Bantoe-

die owerheid van Fort intellektueel het daarom 'n 
H begryplike veragting ont-

are, om die inrigting vir staan vir die pratende libe-
onbepaalde tyd te sluit, is tog ralisme van manne soos dr. 
nie heeltemal onverwags teen Brookes. Nie by hulle, die 
die agtergrond van die voor- pratende liberallste nie, maar 
af gaande moeilikhede aldaar by die Russiese en ander re­
nie. Groepe van studente het volusion~re soek bale van die 
al tevore die kollege-gesag geleerde Bantoes al hoe meer 
uitgetart en onhanteerbaar leiding en 1nspiras1e. Hulle 
geword. Nou gee die prinsi- s1en hulself nie as 'n aparte 
paal in sy verklaring 'n blik volk wa t 'n aparte vryheid in 
op ontwikkelinge wat neer- 'n aparte tuiste moet vind 
kom op 'n skrikbewind van nie, maar as 'n verdrukte 
ekstremiste in die studente- proletariaat wat die hele 
gemeenskap. Dit 1s gebou op lanasbestuur moet verower 
intimidasie, boikotbewegings om hul regte te kry. Dit 1s die 
en selfs geweldpleging, so gedagte-ontwikkeling nie net 
effektief dat nog anders- aan Fort Hare nie, maar in 
denkende studente nog die tal van ,,selle'' in verskil­
owerheid die terreur kon lende dele van die land. Die 
beeindig. Die enigste raad vir .,regstreekse aksie" aan Fort 
die onhoudbare toestand was Hare is maar oefening vir 
om al die studente huis toe latere optrede op 'n breer 
te stuur. Die wat bereid is terrein. En ook daardie op­
om hulle te gedra, sal tlan trede sal, soos die ervaring 
later weer toegelaat word. trouens al bewys bet, nie die 

Hierdie gebeurtenisse laat liberalistiese ,,vriende" van 
lets sien van die strominge die Bantoe ontsien n1e. Huue 
onder minstens 'n deel van word eerder di diepste verag, 
die studerende Bantoe-Jeug. omaat hulle wel die ideale 
Dit is te hope dat dit wye en van gelykheld en integras1e 
diepe aandag sal geniet. verkondig, maar tot niks 

Die geestelike atmosfeer meer as praat bereid of in 
aan Fort Hare is liberalisties. staat skyn te wees nie. 
Die ideale wat daar aan dle Dit is 'n dodellk ernstige 
studentc gestel word. kan ontwikkeling waarvan die 
gemeet word aan die grade- sluiting van Fort Hare 'n 
dagrede van dr. E. H. Brookes simptoom 1s. Dit toon lets 
waarvan ans •n opsomming van die kragte waarmee 
elders publiseer. (Dit was die Su1d-A1rika al hoe meer t.e 
plegtigheid wat getref is deur kampe gaan he as invloed­
die boikot waarvan die prin- ryke groepe of partye van 
sipaal in sy verklaring mel- blankes voortgaan om die 
ding maak. > Dit is ideale land se koers aan te wys as 
van gelykheid en volle bur- int.egrasie van die rasse in 'n 
gerskap wat aan die knap eenue1ctsgemeenskap van wit 
jong naturelle voorgehou en swart. Oaarmee gee hulle 
word, nie in aparte naturelle- die Bantoe-ekstrem1s in sy 
gebiedc of -1nstell1nge nle, aandrang op volle regte prin­
maar in Suld-Afrlka as een- s1pieel gelyk. Hulle erk.en dat 
heidsgemeenskap. Wie kan die sedelike reg oorwegend 
dit 'n Bantoe-student kwalik aan sy kant ls. En wanneer 
neem dat hy, met 'n blik op dit eers deur blanke ~u1d­
die land en op die blanke Afrika gedoen 1s, 1s 'n mag in 
openbare mening soos dlt is, ans land ge kep waarteen 
besluit dat daardle liberalis- niks op die duur - en die 
t1ese ideale alleen langs die nogal korte duur daarby -
pad van revolusie te bereik I bestand kan wees nie. 

 

 



 

 



Gradedag by Fort Hare 

,,AFRICANS, WEES 
JULSELF!" 

ataller oor Emansipasie 
•van Nie-Blanl(es 

iDIE wesenlike feit ls dat julle nie .nie-Europeane' 
'' is nie: julle is manne en vroue met al die mag, 
presteervermoe en visie wat God gee aan manne en vroue 
wat na sy beeld geskep is," so het ctr. Edgar H. Brookes, 
voormalige senator wat tans aan die Universiteit van 
Natal verbonde is, verlede week gese in 'n toespraak by 
die gradeplegtigheid van die Universiteitskollege Fort 
Hare op Alice . 
.,Moet nooit tevrede wees om 

minder as clit te wees nie," het 
hy voortgegaan, .,en moet nie 
deur blindheid van verbeelding, 
koudheid van hart of swakheid 
van geloof, Quislings wees wat 
deur versuim om hul lotsbestem­
ming te bereik. krag verleen aan 
die argumente van diegene wat 
hulle as minderwaardig brand­
merk me." 

VREES 
Dr. Brookes het gese dat hy 

horn niks kan voorstel wat beter 
daarop bereken sou wees om tot 
die emansipasie van die nie­
blankes in Suid-Afrika te lei 
nie as intellektuele prestasies 
van so 'n treffende aard dat dit 
agting moet afdwing. ,.Moet 
nooit aan my se dat dit nie ge­
doen kan word nie," het hy ver­
klaar. 

Die bevolking van Suid­
Afrika, het by gese, is vrees­
bevange. As Fort Hare of enige 
ander universiteit jaarliks tien 
gegradueerdes kon lewer wat 
heeltemal onbevrees is, sou dit 
'n omwenteling in Suid-Afrika 
meebring. 
'n Gegradueerde van Fort Hare 

wat sy nuwe lewe binnegaan. 
moet nood wendig begeer om 'n 
volle burger in sy geboorteland te 
wees. 

Hy moet noodwendig vir hom­
self, en naderhand vir sy kinders. 
die vols moontlike opvoedkundige 
geleentheid begeer - toegang tot 
die hele wereld se skatte van 
kennis en wysheld. 

Hy moet noodwendiir begeer 
dat sy medemens groter ekono­
miese geleenthede te beurt moet 
val, met die geleentheid om 
grond te besi t, om genoeg te he 
om te eet en behoorlike onder­
dak, om vry te wees van die 
ewige, vretende bedreiging van 
skuld. 

Hy moet noodwendig dlep be­
geer om vry te wees van beledi­
gings en onhoflikheid, die toe­
rekening van minderwaardigheid, 
naywer oor sy bekwaamheid of 
prestasies, minagting vanwee sy 
ras of kleur . 

. ,Laat ons alma! duidelik en 
sander dubbelsinnigheid toegee 
dat geen African-, Indier- of 
Kleurling-student in die Unie 
geblameer kan word as hy die 
ambisies bet nie. Hy sou min­
der as 'n mens wees as hy dit 
nie het nie. ·• 
Die ambisies geld vir alle 

mense. Daar is ander ambisies 
wat hy graag by baie gegradu­
eerdes van Fort Hare sou wil 
sien. 

Die waarheid behoort die rig­
snoer van almal te wees. en om 
die waarheid te kan dien moet 'n 
mens m die eerste plaas aan jou- 1 

self getrou w·ees en onbeskaamd j 
jouself wees. . 

.. As julle Africans is, beteken 
dit dat julle nie bewus moet pro­
beer om hetsy African of on­
African te wees nie, maar j ul­
self. As julle julself is. sal julle 
in julle deugde he van Afrika. 
wat julle nie moet rninag nie, 
en deugde van die breer wereld 
van die Westerse beskawing wat 
julle geleer en as ·n skat be,1,;aar 
het en wat julle moet probeer 
om te assimileer en werklik jul 
eie te rnaak. 

,.Hierdie universiteitskollege be­
vind horn in die benydenswaar­
dige posisie dat hy gesteun word, 
somtyds ongetwyfeld om die ver­
keerde rede, deur die voorstan­
ders van alle politieke gedagterig­
tinge in Suid-Afrika. 

.,Die verdedigigers van apart­
heid verheug hulle oor die groei 
van 'n aparte, nie-blanke inrig­
ting. Die verdedigers van integra­
sie verheug hulle daaroor dat uit 
Fort Hare manne kom wat deur 
hul prestasies 'n treffender bewys 
van die gelykheid van alle rnense 
kan lewer as enige filosofiese 
argurnente.'' 

 

 



THE CAPE A ncus 

Talks on 
Fort 
I-Iare 

,.J 

The Argus Special Correspondent 

FORT HARE, Thursday. -
The governing council of Fort 
Hare .Cniver~ity College has been 
summoned by telegram to an 
urgent meet:. 5 in Alice to di. cuss 
the sitP:. ,on at the college, from 
wh • • 1 the entire student body -
a total of 360 men and women 
!tudent~-were expelled yesterday. 

Meanwhile, Prof. C. P. Dent. 
the principal, is flying to Cape 
To\\"11. 

The meeting of the council will 
take place on Professor Dent's 
return from Cape To"'-n. 

All was quiet here and in the 
to\\-n of Alice. where many of the 

1 
students are staying, to-day. 
The police. drawn from neigh-

bouring towns, who stood by while 
the students dispersed yesterday, 
left Alice last night when it was 
apparent that no disturbances 
were likely. 

Professor Dent told me to-day 
that lt was the intention to re­
open tne college as soon as 
possible. 

'This will have to be decided 
by the governing eouncil, which 
bas been summoned to meet so 
that the whole situation can be 
discussed in full.' ,., 

:i\lUST REAPPLY 
Professor Dent sald that as 

the students had been expelled 
they would a'b have to reapply 
for admission. 
None had done so yet. t 
Only the staff of the c.ollege I 

were in residen~e, and they _would 
remain at their posts until the 
college reopened. Their. saiaJ:ies 
would continue to be paid chlrmg 

e closure. 
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All Fort 
Hare 
Students 
Gone 

APE TIMES 

5 MAY 1955 
"SECRET AUTHORITY" 

A statement by the executive 
committee of the College Coun­
cil said there was evidence of 
the existence within the student 
body of a secret authority. 

This authority. the state­
ment said, was sometimes 
referred to as the "caucus", 
w h o s e instructions were 
obeyed by students, often 
through fear of physical 
violence and other forms of 
intimidation, rather than the 
instructions of the constituted 
authorities of the College. 
At the morning assembly yes­

terday the students were told to 
Cape Times Correspondent disperse to their hostels. When 
EAST LONDON. _ Bv_ 6 they arrived at the hostels they 

were told the college was being 
p.m. yesterday the last closed and that they were being 
tudent had leh the Fort sent home. 

H Police reinforcements, includ-
are University College for ing a detachment of Railway 

non-Europeans at Alice. Police, who saw to the entrain-
The College was closed yester- ing of the students, were 

day by the executive committee stationed in buildings and 
of thE:; College Council, the grounds of the college. 
governmg body of th College. Police were drawn from 

The 400 men and women Fort Beaufort, Cradock, King-
students at the College were wil1iamstown ,ind Grahams-
sent home in special trains. I town. 
They dispersed quietly, and When the students were told 
there were no incidents. I of the decision to send them 
Strong forces of armed police- • home they Quietly packed their 

men . who were present for belon.E?ings and Prepared to 
seC:unty reasons did not have leave for the station. Lorries 

L_:to~ 1n:,:t::::e:.:r~v~en!!e~.:....,_-----------,l took the lUJl.E?ai?e to the station. 
the students followin.1? in taxis 
and on foot. 

SECURITY QNLY 
The p01ice were on the 

ColleJle premises for securitv 
purDOsP-s onb. Thev were not 
reQUired to ~ive orders to 
students. 

The first train left at lun~h­
time. carryinJ! most of the 
students. Later in the after­
noon the rest of the students 
entrained. 
Railway 'POlice also boarded 

the trains. 
By 6 p,m. everythin.l? was 

,uiet at Fort Hare. The last 
student had left. 
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THE last of 360 
from Port Eliz 

homes as armed 
the existence of 
a College Counci 
yesterday until fu 
of a "secret autho 

EAS1 V!NC H JAUJ 

dents go home: 
cret authority' 

(Herald Reporter) 
of Fort Hare University College, 150 mil s 

ft Alice without disorder last night for their 
itlidrew from College precincts. They denied 
essure group among students, following 
ent that a decision to shut down the premises 
ice was made necessary through the influence 
ong the students. 

horn . 

tud nt v r told f thP 
f lhe Council t morn­

' 
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t wa fol­
l of arm d 

from art 
King Wil-

o raham town 
command C\f Lt.-Col. lj. 

Linde, D puty Comrni -
olicc, Graham. town. 
the morning, the 
at1v , Indian nd 
f which ahout 300 
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ing and pr par cJ to 
al trains for their 

REINFORCEMENTS 

HE LAS 
LEAV 

In th ed pohce 
gua1 d • he college 

nd re1 od by in 
Al in e. 

QUIET AT FORT 
No mddent \ ere reported 

th1 oughout the day and the 
tu lents quietly board d the 

t1 ains. 

of 
fal 
R.1 

d that 11 th 
vould r turn t 
tho rom ou 

frica would hv 
ntil th coll ge wa 

DESERTED 

nu:r:.'r;!1(ffi.7''f,~'¥1Y,:flfi!~'f.o/:¥1'~ I the recognised authoritie , XS i 
_91.d//i,1,,hlJolJ/,m1H1nil/Jhb1u111//IJ//,i,1HJ,/I/J/II. usual in university institutions, 
mterv1ewed before they left Alice for any representations that 
last nio-ht emphatically denied students wish to make, either as 
the existence of a "secret individuals or as the student 
authority," "pressure group" or body through their properly 

1 "caucus" within the student elected representatives. 
body, ''Such representations have al-

They aid that the College had ways received the serious con-
been closed because they had sideration of the p r O p er 
boycotted the College's gradua- authorities. 
lion ceremony, 

Their boycott, th y ~aid, was CA ucus 
the result of unsatisfactx>ry food 
and a recent <lecision of the 

~ Council to prohibit them from 
visiting the women students in 
their common room. 

A police officer told me that 
except for a few members, all 
the reinfo1 cements brought 
into Alice had returned to 
their . tations last night. 
Prof es or c. P. Dent, principal 

of the college, aid that the men 
tudents had been banned from 

I 
the women's common room be­
cause that privilege had been 
abused. 

STAGE 
"The stage had been reached 

where it was becoming a common 
room for everybody and this 
would not be tolerated at any 
umver. ity," he aid. 

The de ision to clo the col­
lege temporarily had been 
taken solely by the College 
Coun il and no Gov rnmcnt de­
partment had b en involv d," 
he said. 
Th full te t of the College's 

statem nt on the clo ure of th 
I in titution, r lea cd to me 1ast 

night, read: 
"'The con titut10n of th 

provid s proper channel 
munication betw 

"There has developed un­
mistakable evidence of the exist­
ence within the student body of 
the College of a secret authority, 
sometimes referred to as the 
caucus, whose instructions are 
obeyed by students, often through I 
fear of physical violence and 
other forms of intimidation, 
rather than the instructions of 
the constituted authorities of the 
Colleg . 

"The result has been that, 
under the influence of the caucus, 
the students have resorted to 
irregular methods, such as boy­
cotts, threats and even violence, 
with a view to the acceptance 
of their will by the College 
authorities. 

"This has resulted in the d -
velopment of a situation within 
the College which is destructive 
of freedom of opinion and action 
within the student body and has 
become intolerable. 

"In con e q u c n c e, 
Students' Reprcsentativ Coun­
cil has found it necessary to 
resign. 
''The boycott of the gTaduation 

c remony carried out under 
in tructions emanating from an 
unauthorise meeting, is another 
example of the influence of thi 
c cus upon student action and 

was deliberately designed to 
embarrass the College authorities 
and to bring discredit on the 
College. 

"Further evidence has come to 
light of the intention to continue 
what has been described as "the 
struggle." 

"In view of this whole situation 
and after considering a report 
from the College Senate, the 
Executive Committee of the 
College Council has decided 
unanimously that it is impossible 
to continue the work of the 
College under present condit•ons." 

3J-hour, 150-mil • rush ba 
Jw t night by a ·taff phot 

Herald ma.elf' possible the- rep 
a'Pparture of the la. t home-b 
All students inten·iewed were 

with an;v allege 

 

 



FORT· HA·RE CLOSED BY 
COLLEGE COUNCIL 

Mr. J. H. Dugard, Chief Inspector of Native Education, Cape, 
declin~d to make any comment when asked to do so by The Mer­
cury this morning on the closing on Fort Hare University College 
for non-European at Alice yesterday morning by the Executive 
Committee of the College Council. 

The 400 men and women stu­
dents at the College left the 
campus quietly yesterday to be 
taken to their homes by special 
trains. A strong force of Police, 
which included men from the 
King William's Town Sub Divi­
sion, were present for security 
reasons, but were not forced to 
intervene in any way. 

A statement issued to the 
Press by the Executive Commit­
tee of the College Council (the 
governing body of the College), 
said there was evidence of the 
existence within the student 
body of the college of a secret 
authority sometimes referred to 
as the "caucus". This body is­
sued instructions to students 
which were obeyed often through 
fear of physical violence and 
other forms of intimidation, rat­
h~r than the instructions of he 
constituted authorities of the 
College. 

At the morning assembly yes- , 
terday t e students. all fee- a -
ing, were told to disperse to 
their hostels (three men's and 
two women's). On arrival they 
were told the College w.as being 
closed and they were being sent 
home. 

Throughout the. morning, stu­
dents pao.ked their belongings 
without incident and were taken 
to the station, where special 
trains were waiting. By six 
o'clock everything was quiet at 

Fort Rare-the last student ha,i 
left and there had been no un­
toward incidents. 
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Lessons from Fort 
Hare strife 

: GRAVE reasons must have 
prompted the decision of 

the Executive Council of Fort 
Hare to close temporarily the 
largest non-European univer­
sity college in the country. The 

1 step, it must be stressed, was 
taken by the governing autho­
rities on the spot. 

At this stage it would be 
purposeless to comment on the 
immediate issue which com­
pelled the Council to send the 
students home almost at a 

. moment's notice. But it is 
obvious that the gates of an 

, institution so largely offering 
higher education to the Native 
cannot be allowed to remain 
closed for long. Nor showd 

; the fact that some students 
( appear to have been their own 
; enemies harden European 
opinion regarding the educa­
tional needs of the non-E~uro­
pean. For it is clear that the I situation at Fort Hare is a 
reflection of the growing frus­
tration among Natives who are 
able to go to a university and 
then pass on to tr:v to make a 
rewarding living in a society 
in which they have no i:;take 
or voice. It is apparent, too, 
that some students-whether 
rightly or wrongly does not 
matter at the moment-must 
have tried the patience of the 
authorities at F'ort Hare to 

I breaking point. Here again 
,

1 

South Africa sees yet another 
instance of the lack of leader­

I sh~p. or moderate Tative 
opinion. 

The reasons for the absence 
of that guidance need not be 
probed now. But . the moral 
that does emerge from the 
strife at Fort Hare is that it is 
unwise -to isolate large groups 
of Natives from European tute­
lage and example, even in the 
realm of higher education. If 

I left alone people with griev-
1 ances brood on them and 
1 magnify them. The example at 
Fort Hare, indeed, stresses the 
unwisdom in this generation at 
any rate of imposing rigid 
university apartheid. Until the 
Natives are in a social and ' 

1 
economic position to finance 
and administer th e i r own 
higher education, it is better 
that they should not absorb 
that type of learning in com­
plete 1 so 1 a ti on in which 
extreme Nationalism easily 
breeds. 

, T 1 • 
y 
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TROUBLE AT 
F()RT HA RE 

THE breakdown at Fort Hare 
University College seems 

to have taken everybody out­
side the College by surprise. 
No sign of it was noticed by 
most of the visitors at the 
annual graduation ceremony 
last Friday. And little has 
been disclosed by the Univer­
sity authorities so far about 
the cause of. the trouble. 
For light on this important 
aspect of the matter we 
must await the statement 
that is due to be made in 
Parliament by the Minister 
of Education. 

However, the report from our 
special representative, pub­
lished today, does indicate 
that the breakdown between 
the students and the admini­
stration officers was partly 
a result of high feelings 
about current po 1 i tic a 1 
trends. 

Throughout the world-especi­
ally when a country is in the 
process of cultural change­
university students have 
been found to be quick to 
give expression to political 
feelings, and often they do 
this in an extravagant and 
ineffective way. Till more 
information is available it is 
not possible to draw precise 
c o n c 1 u s i o n s about the 
developments at Fort Hare. 
Yet it may not be too early 
to ask whether they proviqe 
support for tbe . Govern­
ment's demand for univer­
sity segregation. 

t has been found els.ewhere in 
the world - notably in the 
United States - that racial 
feelings run highest in seg­
regated institutiohs. Tkat is 
one of the reasons for the 
present United States move 
to abolish segregation in 
education. Experience at 
South Africa's open univer­
sities, in Johannesburg and 
Cape Town, seems to sup­
port the findings abroad: we 
hear of little serious political 
or racial friction at the 
mixed Universities of the 
Witwatersrand and Pape 
Town. 
o not the recent unhappy 
developments at the exclu­
sively non-White Fort Hare 
University College give local 
s u p p o r t to the finding 
abroad that segregation in 
institutions of higher educa­
tion is bad for peace in 
human relations? 
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Professor ]ies to
1 

the Cape for 
State tallrs 

Dally News Reporter 
THE Go rerning Council of Fort Hare U niver­

si r Coll ge ha re been ..,ummoned b r 

el gram t an Ul g nt 11eeting in Alice to 
discu s the i u ti n t the Col1ege, from hich 
the enthe ~tudent bod ·-a total of ""60 men a1 d 
worn n tudents- ·ere expelled _~est rda •. 

1 leam hile, P f ssor C. P. Dent, principal of the 
colJege, is flying to Cape To\, n to-rnorr°', for, it is 
belie ·ed, di cu si ns ,·ith th Mi ist r of Edu ation. 

and Science 1 lr. J. H. Viljoen, and enior GO\ern­
ment and educational officials. 

The meeting of the Governmg Council, on which there 
are four Government representatives delegates from three 
universities the Churches and the Basutoland Administration, 
will take place on P10fes or Dent's return from Cape To 'n. 
The College was losed yester­

day by the Executive Committee 
and th· tudents 'I: •ere "-ent home. 
The Comm1ttea said m a , tate­
m ni; that the Coll ge was bem 
closed becau ... e of the exist ni:e of 
4 ecret student orgam atlon, 
kno n "the Cauc-us·•, which 
was challenging the C o 11. e ~ e 
authonhes and intlm1datin... the 
students, often through fear of 
'\'lolence. 

All , a qmet m n . College 
and m the to n of Allee, wl':ere 
many of the students are staying, 

-day. Th police, drl:!.\vn from 
nelghb urlll,( o ns, who _ toud by 

h1le th student per~ed es-
rda•, lef A 1 l mght wh n 

as 
ut 

.e as 

o d1 •u 

"This w1l~ ha e to be decided 
the Governing Council. which 
been rummoned to meet 5o t 
the whol si•uatton can be d1 
cussed in full.' he said. "One com­
plicating facto. in the reopening 
of the Colleg 15 that the winter 
,; acation is 5o nearby -the middle 
of une.'' 

Profe cor Dent said that as tne 
students had been expelled they 
would all have re-apply for 
adm1s 10n on had done o yet. 

nl ' the ~ta.ff of th College 
m residenc , he c:aid, and 

they ' uld rcmam at their post 
until the ollege reopened Their 
alari s would continue to be paid 

dunng the closuro. 

THE cour~CIL 

'Fort Ha1-e to 
resu1ne at 

earliest' 
Dally N1!wa Oort&Si)Ondent 

CAPE TOWN, Thursday. 

THE Minister of Education 
Mr J H. VilJoen , as ured 

tbe Hou~':! of Assembly this 
afternoon that Fort Hare Um­
vers1ty College would "resume 
its activities at the earhest pos­
sible date after the nec-essary 
steps have beer~ taken to 

t. 
D 
f 
10 
t 

The four Government rnpresen~ 
tatives on the Governing Council 
am thP Secre ary f.or Education, 
Arts and SciPnce: the Secretary 
for Native Affairs; the Clucf 
Native Commi~sioner of the Cape; 
the Chief Inspector of Native 
Education m the 'I'ran vaal; or 1 
the r alternates. 

~he Government' representa­
tives are nominated under the 
Hi her Education Act of 1923, 
under which the College is in­
corporated. 

Other members of the Council 
represent Rhodes University (to 
which the college was affiliated m 
1951), the UniversitiPS of the Wit-
watersrand and Natal, the Basuto~ 
land Admmistral1on, Native 
Secondary Eduaahon, the Coile~e 1 
Senate. former students of the 
college and donors, the United 
Transke1an '.Iernton s General 

ounc1l (Bunga), the Churches of 
Scotland, and of the Province o • 

outh Africa, and the Methodist 
burch of South Africa. 
The college came 

wrote University of ou 
t>Xammahons. Now they p1 epare 
for Rhodes University degree . 

STUDENT VIEW 

The existence of a "secret 
authority" at Fort Hare was denied 
by students who arrived in Port 

1 Elizabeth by train to-day. Abou 
0 of the tudents who left Allee 

yesterday hen the college wa 
clo ed down are from Port Eliza­
beth. One of them said: "We have 
many i5tudent bodie like any other / 
university. These are mainly social 
bodies that carry on openly with 
their act1v1tie ." 

The student. s id they had not 
noticed any intimidation or threats./ 
Dealing with the boycott of the 
graduation ceremony last weelt, 

1 
they said their grievances began 
When a ban was imposed by the 
univ rs1ty auth r1h~s on the use 
by men student of the comm.on 
room at the women' hostel. 
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Story 
behind · 

Fort Hare 
trouble 

PO T Special Representative 
AL ICE. -The surprise sudden 
closing of Fort Hare University 
College yesterday was the climax 
of what is said to have been the 
unhappiest term in the life of the 
40-year-old college. 

Unknown to the outside com• 
munity, tension between the stu• 
dent body and the college admin• 
istration had been building up 

I 
steadily since the beginning of 
the year. 

The breaking point was reached 
on Tuesday. On that, day the 

I executive committee of the Col• 
lege Council decided that things 
had come to such a pass that 
it had no alternative but to close 
the University College for a time 
and send all 360 srudents home 
to "cool off." 

Secretly all arrangements were 
made for the dismissal yesterday. 
A special train was ordered, and 
the students' tickets were pre­
pared. 

On notice board 
Apparently the students sus­

pected nothing when they went 
inoo their Assembly Hall as 
usual at 8.40 a.m. yesterday. 
They stood in mixed groups, men 
and women together, contrary to 
the rules for morning assembly. 

After prayers the Principal, 
Professor C. P. Dent, upon whom 
most of the strain of the past 
months had fallen, made a brief 
announcement and then he dis• 
missed 

I 
the assembly. He said 

simply that a statement pinned 
on the notice board outside would 
tell the· students what was going 
to happen to them. 

This is what they read on the 
board: 

"In view of the situation that 
has developed in the College, the 
executive committee of the Col• 
lege Council has decided to sus• 
pend all activities of the College 
for the present and to consider 
the re-admission of individual 
students in due com se. 

All cheerful 
"All students are required to 

leave the College by trains which 
will be available today (Wednes­
day, May 4). all l)ooking~ have 
been made and tickets mu t be 
obtained from the Wardens of 
the hostels in the usual way." 

There was no disorder. The 
students stood around talking in 
groups and then went off to pack. 

Three hundred stud nts walked 
or drove in lorries through the 
town to the station for tlie early 
train through Blaney. 

I passed this train on my way 
to Alice near King William's 
Town at 15 p.m. Its eight coaches 
were packed with cheerful young 
African and some Indian and 
Coloured men and women. 

The· only policemen l saw were 
six in one compartment. They all 

I 
seemed to be quite happy, too. 

.-- Continued in Page 2, COi. 5. 

Light on 

~1;;~M;:e1 
Outside the station a small/ 

group of policemen stood by. 
Then they climbed into their vans 

1 
and drove back to their various 
stations. 

All day yesterday telephones in I 
the offices of Professor Dent and 
the Registrar, Sir Fulque Agnew 
(Bart) were ringing as people in / 
other towns tried to find out 
what was pappening. 

Professor Dent, the only uni­
versity official authorised to 
speak, has declined to add any­
thing to his earlier Press state-

~ ment. 

I What has been happening at 
Fort Hare since February? 'the 
inquiries I made last night 

I 
elicited some of the background 
details. 

Firstly, the students arrived at 
the beginning of the year with 
many of them keyed up - con­
sciously or unconsciously-by the 
feeling among educated Africans 
against the implementation of 
the Bantu Education Act. 

A senior student told me that 
the whole affair should be viewed 
against that background. 

At one hostel 
Trouble sta.rted early at one of 

the three men'::; residences. Rela­
tion~ broke down between the 
,, arden and the :students. The re­
sidents or their representative::; 
took the extraordinary step of 
writing to the church that con­
trols this hoi,tel to -a.sk for the 
removal f the "\Varden. 

The students were told to 
apologise. This they did even- I 
tually, but the:r then showed their 
feelings h;v boycotting all inter-
house sport. I 

Then there was trouble over a 
film show, "Africa. Unti:imed"- ( 
about wild animal life. J<}xpecting I 
full house:o:, the travelling owners 
of the film did not allow non­
Europeans into the showing in 
Alice, although they normally 
attend all the re.i;tular cinPma 
shows here. They sit together in 
the front of the hall. 

In this case a i-;peclal shou·ing 
at the l:nivendty for the students 
hati heen arranged. 

But :,:ome student::; resentPd I 
their exclu,.ion from the show in 
town. 

1Vhen tht> film came to thP tynl­
versity, a :-tone wai:; thrown 
through the window of the hall. 
It struck the projector and 
slightly injured a woman in the 
head. The incident wa. hushPd up. 

Then th ere "'·as the trouble at 
"Eluk," the women's residen<'P. 
It was allegeti that mi<:suse was 
being made of the common room 
on occasions when men yfsited 
their girl friends there. ..~o a 
ne"··rule was introduced limitin 
·!sits by men to "Eluk'' 

"business onl:,.·." 

Boycott meeting 
The tension built up . .According 

to Professor Dent·s Pre s state-
ment, behind many of th 
incidents and "situations" wer1> a 
group kno"·n as "the caucus," 

I 
·who Jed or drove other. on. 

, tudents deny the exlstencP of 
~uch a ~ecret authorit~·. But it 
I~ probahle that when those hP­
lit'!ved by the authnritles to hani 
participated in It appl~· to be re­
ini:taten they will he refused. 

Last Thursday at 5 p.m. a "mass 
meeting'' of students was held_ off 
the campus. There it ,.., as decided 
that the undergraduates would boy-, 
cott the graduation ceremony the 
following day. 

They wanted to bring home to 
parents and the public that all was 
not well at the university. 

Only 15 undergraduate/'! ntered 
the Bpace reserved at the back of 
the hall for them. There was a 
big crowd of visitors, how1;ver, l\,nd 
apparently few of ~hem, mcludmg­
two visiting journalists and several 
photographers,. noticed that an '­
thing was amiss . 
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DOWN • 
• 

OLICE FORCE 
STANDS BY 
Official statement 

alleges· '' secret 
Alice, 

THE non-European college of Fort Hare was closed today. 
statement says there is evidence of the existence within 

body of the college of a secret authority. 

Wednesday. 
An official 

the student 

This authority, the statement says, is sometimes 
referred to as the "Caucus," whose instructions are 

obeyed by students, often through fear of physical 
violence and other forms of intimidation, rather than 
the instructions of the constituted authorities of the 
College. 

SENATOR 
QUESTIONS 

CLOSURE 
Capetown, Wedne day. 

In response to an appeal by Profe or C. P. 
principal of the college, police detachments have 
over the buildings and grounds of Fort Hare. 
ituation at the college i quiet. 

Dent, IN the Senate today • 'enator L. 
I Rubin (Nat. R p.) gave no­

taken tice that he would ask the Minis­
The ter of Native Affairs (Dr. H. fl'. 

Verwoerd) tomorrow whether it 
wa true that Fort Hare Native 

The official statement says: college authorities. Thi has re- College had _b~en closed, and whe-
' - - i-ulted in the development of a thet the Mm1ster would make a 
'l. The constitution of the "•t t· 'th" th 11 h' h statement as to the authon·ty s1 ua 10n w1 m e co e12:e w 1c . • • 

college provides proper channels is destructfre of freedom of under whteh this act10n ~a taken, 
of communication between stu- opinion and action within the ~nd on tb~ cau ~s am~ circumstan-

. student bodv, and has become ces attendmg this action. 
dents and the recogmsed auth0r- intolerable. ·1n r.on equence, the Dr. Venvoerd: I this not a mat­
itie , as is usual in university Students1 Representative Council ter for the Minister of Education 
in ti tut ions, for any representa- has found it neeessary to resign. Arus and cience? , 
t~on that s~u<l~~ts wish to make, CEREMONY BOYCOTT Senator Ru~in: I am pr<;p~red to 
either a, 10d1v1dnals or as the put the question to the Mm1ster of 
student hody throup;h their pro- . "3. The ho cott. ?f the _gradua- iiucation, Art and cience.­
per1_v-elected repre entatives. Such !Jon ce~emony carn~d out under apa. 
repre-entation. have always re- m trud10_ns eman~tmg. from an 
ceived the serious consideration of unauthorised meetmiz; 1 another 
the proper authmitie . example of the influence_ of this 

"2. There has developed evi- Caucu ~pon tu<lent ~ct10n, and 
dence of the exi tence within the was <lehberately de 1gnate<l to 
student body of the college of a embarra ~he co!lege _authorities 
secre authority sometimes re- and to brmg d1scred1t on the 
£erred to as th~ Caucus, who e colle_ge. Further ~video~ has come 
in truction are obe:ved by tu- to h12;ht of the mtention to con-
dent , often through fear of, _____________ _ 
phy iral violence and other form 
of intimidation, rather than the 
instructions of the constituted 
authoritie of the college. 

' The re~ult has been that, under 
the influence of the Caucus, the 
stuclent ~ have resorted to irregular 
method· such a boycotts. threats 
and even violence, with a view to 
the accepbrnco of their will by the 

A LATE message from Cape• 
town yesterday afternoon 

reported that the Department 
of Education said in Capetown 
that the decision to suspend 
the activities of the Fort Hare 
University College was taken 
by the CouncH of the College, 
which Is the governing autho­
rity. The Minister of Educa­
tion was Informed of the decl• 
slon by telecram ye1t1rday 
and further tnTorffiat1on was 
awaited.-Sapa. 

tinue what has be€n described as 
'the etru~le.' 

"4. In view of this whole 
situation, and after con iderin12: a 
report from the colleJZ;e Senate, 
the executive committee of the 
College Council has decided una­
nimously that it i impo ·sible to 
continue the work of the colle~e 
under present conditions. The 
executive committee has therefore 
decided to u~pend all activities of 
the college for the present, and l 
to consider the re-admi sion of t 
individual students in due course." c 
-Rapa. t 

0 

le 
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TERS 
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will reopen, 
Assembly 

told 
The Minister of Education, Mr. 

Viljoen, assured the House of 
Assembly this afternoon that th 
Fort Hare University College 
would "resume its activities at 
the earliest possible date after 
the necessary steps have been 
taken to restore order,'' reports 
The Star's political correspon­
dent. 

The Minister read to the House 
the resolution (published yester­
day) taken by the Executive 
Committee or the College Council. 

The Minister said this resolu­
tion of the college authortty was 
taken tn terms of the scheme of 
government of ttie university col­
lege under the Higher Education 
Act of 1923. 

The Executive Committf'e, to 
whom the powers of the council 
were delegated under the scneme 
of government, resolved to. take 
the steps it had announced in 
order to establish proper discipline 
and to exercise proper control. 

The Star's Durban correspon­
dent states that the governing 
council of Fort Hare has been 

I 
summoned by telegram to an 
urgent meeting in Allee to discuss 
the situation t the college, from 
which the entire student body­

I 360 men and women students-was 
expelled yesterday. 

Prof. C. P. Dent, principal of the 
college, is fiylng to Cape Town to­
morrow for discussions, it is be­
lieved, with Mr. Viljoen and senior 
Government and educational 
officials. 

All was quiet today in the col• 
lege and in the town of Alice. 
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AFRICAN COLLEGE I 
CLOSED 

CAPE POLICE TAKE 
OVER 

CHARGES OF HOSTILE 
STUDENT CAUCUS 

From Our Own Correspondent 

CAPE TOWN, MAY 4 
The non-European Univer. ity College 

at Fort Hare, Cape Province, was to-day 
closed by its council. be au e of alleged 
evidence of the existence of a " secret 
authority " among the ·tuden . 

Police from neighbouring town· have taken 
over the building· and rounds of the col­
lege t the requc t of itc:; princ,p 1, Profes­
or C. P. Dent. He i ued a tatement to-day, 

approved by the e,ecutive committee of 
the college council, declaring that the 
constitution of the allege provided for pro­
per channels of communication betwe n the 
tudcnt body and the coll ic authorities; 
uch communication~ v.c1c ah,ay seriou ly 

considered. Evidcn~e had appear cd of the 
exi tcrn.:e in the wdcnt hody of a sc ret 
authority, sometime called "the caucus," 
who e instructions were oh cd h students 
often through fear of ph) I al violen~e and 
other form. of intimidation. 

Ac:. a re ult, the tatement continued. 
tudent had resort~d to irrcgul. r mdhods, 
uch a bo)COtt , thr at , and even viol nee, 

rn attempts to get their i he l1 eptcd hy 
the college authorrtic . 1 i h d n: ulted rn 
an intolcrnhle ituarion h1ch \\a destruc­
tive of freedom of opinion and action wrthrn 
t~c tudent body. The tud nt ' rcpre c~ta­
t1vc council had found it nece ary to re rgn. 

GRADUATION BOYCOTT 
The boycott of a gr dua1ion ceremony, 

carried out under instruction from an un­
authorized meeung, was another e. ample of 
the influcnl:C of 1h1s caucus upon the 
Ludents, deliberately de,rgncd to embarra ~ 

the collcg, authorities and bring discredit 
upon the college, Further evidence had 
come to light of an inrcntion to continue 
what was de cribed as " the trugglc." 

In view of thi ·ttuation, and ,tfter con-
idcring a report from the college .enate, 

the executive cotflmittee had dc1.idccl unani­
mou ly that it wa. 1mpo iblc to contrnue 
the work of the ollcge under pre ent con­
ditions. The statement ended hy declaring 
that the executive committee had therefore 
decided to u pend all activities of the college 
for the time b ing. and to con ider the 
readm1s ion of individual students in due 
cour e. 

The ituation at rort 1 lare was rep0rted 
to-night 10 bt quiet. Otlrcials of the Depart­
ment of . ative AITair here claim to know 
nothing about the trouble. To-day's action 
was taken by the ollcge council on its own 
initiative. 

It rs worth recalling that in 1950 three 
c:.tudents were expelled for per ecuting col­
leagues ~vho refused to join in a boycott of 

1 a rccept10n to the Governor-General. The 
• boy_cott had b.!cn organi,ed in protest 

aga mst the Government's apav1f1eid policy. 

MAIN CENTRE FOR 
NON-WHITES 

GROWTH OF FORT HARE 
Our pecial Correspondent lately in 

South Africa write : -
The University College of Fort Hare 

wa tarted in 1916 by the Union 
Government, the native council of the 
Tran kcian Territorie and Ba utoland, 
and mission societie . From mode t 
beginning· (a fir t enrolment of '.!O 
student ). it ha<: grown to be the main 
centre in South Af nca for non-whites 
who seek higher education. 

The number of students ha ri en, ince 
the war, to nearly 400, and the Government 
1 • nual rnn1 of nhout £30,000. 
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S. African college for 
non-whites closed 

----:: 0 :----

'SECRET' CONTROL BY 
'CAUCUS' ALLEGED 

ALICE (Cape :Proviuce), May 4: The Council of Fort 
Hare, South Africa's only University colle~e for non-whites, 
today closed the institution. 

An official statement said there 
was evidence of "secret authority" 
among students. 

The official statement on the 
closing of the college, which has 
about 400 students, mostly Afri­
cans, was issued by the local 
Native Commissioner, a Govern­
ment official. 

It said that the "caucus" issu~d 
instructions obeyed by students 
"often through fear of physical 
violence and other forms of inti­
midation rather than the instruc­
tions of the constituted authorities 
of the college". 

It added that the activities of 
the "caucus" had "resulted in the 
development of a situation within 
the college which is destructive of 
freedom of opinion and action with­
in the student body and has be­
come intolerable. 

"In consequ('1 ce, the students' 
l representative Council has found it 
necessary to resign", the statement 
said. 

The student Council is a body 
which, in South African Universi­
ties governs student affairs and 
act; as a liaison between the stu­
dents and the University authori­
ties. 

'THE STRUGGLE' 
The statement said that the j 

College graduation ceremony was 
boycotted "under instructions em­
anating from an unauthorised 
meeting." This was another exam­
ple of the influence of this "oau­
cus" on students.,. actions and was 
delib~rately designed to embar­
rass the college. 
. .zEv!dence has come to light of 
mtentions to continue what has 
~een d_escribed as "the struggle," 
1t continued. 

In view of this situation and 
after considering a report from 
the college Senate. the Council's 
Executive Committee had decided 
unanimously" that it was impossi­
ble to continue the work of +.he 
college under present conditions. 

It had decided, therefore to 
suspend all activities of thi?' col­
lege and consider the readm.ission 
of individual students in due 
course. 

~oday" at Fort Hare special 
trams stood in the railway station 
ready t~ carry the dismissed stu­
dents-men and women-to their 
ho~es in various parts of South 
Africa. 

Today's announcement was the 
first indication to the public of 
any trouhle at Fort Hare.-Reu­
ter. 

e 
e 
y 

 

 



Extract from 
i\,fadras Mail. 

ape Province e . 

y College closed 
ALICE (Cape Province) May 4. 

:THE Council of the College 
: today closed Fort Hare, 

~. South Africa's only University 
t College for non-whites. 
·, An official statement said 
: there was evidence of a 'secret 
~ authority' among the students. 

The statement said that under 
; the influence of a secret authnrityl 
. some times known as " the Cau­

cus. ·• the students resorted t,o ill~ 
gal methods in an attempt to 
impose their will on the college! 
authorities. 

The Police took over the college 
grounds and buildings. All college 
activities are suspendea for the 
present. -

1 
Intimidation alleged 1 

The official statement on the 
closing Cf the college, which has 
about 400 students. mostly Africans. 
was issued by the local native Com­
missioner, a Government official. 

It said that the " Caucus " issued 
instructions obeyed by c;tudents/ 
often through fear of physical 
violence, and other forms of inti­
midation. rather than the instruc­
tions of the constituted authorities 
of the college. 

It added that the activities of 
the "Caucus" had "resulted in 
the development of a situation 
within the college, which is des­
tructive of freedom of opinion, and 
action within the student body 
and has become intolerable." 

1

• "In consequence the Students'. 
Representative Council has !ounc 
it necessary to re~ign," the state-
ment said. 

•*•The Student councu tn S<11tl: 
African Universities Governs stu, 
dents' affairs, and acts as a lfatson 
between the students, and $':P R ' 
versity authorities. 4'ail 
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Non-White College 
~l,t.t Closed 
ALICE (Cape Province), May 

4.-Government officials todaY 
closed Fort Bare, south 
Africa's only university colle1e 
for non-Whites. 

An official statement salc1 
there was evidence of a '' sec­
ret authority " amon1 the stu­
dents.-Reuter. 
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SOUTH AFRICAN 
COLLEGE CLOSED 
FOR NON-WHITES 

LICE (Cape Province), May 
4-Government officials today 1 
closed Fort Hare, South Africa's I 
only university college for non- 1 
whites. • 

An official statement said 
there was evidence of a ''secret 
authority" amon, the ttudent•­
Rcuter. 
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AJ_ B 
RE COLLEGE IS 

CLOSED 

ecret Student 'Caucus' 
Subverti"ng Authority 

Alice (Cape), ,vednesday. 

FORT 

W1TH armed police tanding by to prevent t ·ouble, the non-European 
College of Fort Hare va clo ed to-day. A statement approved 

I Y the c .. c ·utive committee of the College Council, and issued by 
Prof. C. . Dent (Pr.ipcipal of Fort Hare), says there i evidence 
of the e ·i tence , ·jthin the tuden t body of the college of a secret 

authority. 
This authority, the statement saJ , 

i sometimes ref erred to as " the caucu ," 
and it. instructions are obeyed by 
. tud nt , often through fear of physical 
violence and other form of intimidation, 
1·ather than the instructions of the con­
stituted authorities of the college. 
The 400 men and worn n students at the 

college were ent home to-day in special trains. 
'fhey di per ed quietly and there were no 
incident . The Principal's statement says the 
rc-admis ion of individ al students will be con-

idered in due course. 
\ Most ot the students boy­

cotted the graduation ceremony 
at the College last Friday. 

~-----------_..,I The Princlpal's statement say : 
"The constitution of the 

college provides proper chan­
nels of communication between 
students and the recognised 
authorities, as iS usual in uni­
versity institutions, for any 
representation that students 
wish to make either a.s incll­
viduals or as the student body 
through their properly elected 
representatives. 

"Such representations have 
always received the serious con­
sideration of the proper 
a.u thorit! es. 

BOYCOTTS 
"The e has developed evidence 

of the exi tence within the 
stude-nt body of the college of 
a secret authority, sometimes 
referred to as the caucus, whose 
instructions re obeyed b 
students oft through fear f 
physical violence and oth r 
form of intimidatio r t 
than the in truction of th 
constituted authorities of the 
college. 

" The result has been that 
under the influence of the 
caucus the students. have 
resorted to irregular methods 
such as boycotts, threats and 
even violence with a view to 
the acceptance of their will by 
the college authorities. 

INTOLERABLE 
" This has resulted in the 

development of a. situation 
within the college which 1s 
destructive o! freedom of opinion 

1 
and action within the student 
body and has become intolerable. 
In consequence, the Students' \ 
Representative Council has found 
it necessary to resign. \ 

,, The boycott of the_ gradua-

ing dl er dit on 
college. 
"Further evidence has come to 

Ught of the intention to continue 
what ha - b described as ' the 
struggle.' 

Itt e has 
spend all 

ctivitles of the for the 
·esent and to c the re-
mission of ind dents 

s 7 

 

 



The Fort Hare 
trouble 

WITHOUT questioning the 
official reasons for the 

drastic decision to susprnd 
teaching activities at Fort Hare 
and to evacuate all the 
students for the time being, we 
feel that an early public in­
quiry is necessary. 

There can be little doubt I 
that the authorities had 
no choice but to put their foot 
down firmly in an effort to i 

purge Fort Hare of the spirit 
of insubordination and law­
lessness which has infected 
the student body. Whatever 
grievances they may have had 
-and European college stu­
dents, too, have been known to 
betray dissatisfaction and orga­
nize protests - the proper 
remedy lies through their own 
elected representative council. 

At Fort Hare a secret and 
irresponsible c 1 i q u e had 
apparently gained control and 
was imposing its will upon the 
rest of the students by intimi­
dation and physical threats. 
These are powerful weapons in 
a community where the indi­
vidual is conscious of his help­
lessness against violence. 

What has happened at Fort 
Hare challenges more sharply 
than ever the wisdom of estab­
lishing entirely separate non.­
European universities. In the 
mixed university the non­
European, normally in a 

I 
minority, has the opportunity 
to learn and practise the arts 
of civilized conduct which are 
as important as the acquisition 

1 of knowledge and degrees. 

 

 



DIE VOLKSBLAD 

MAY 1955 
'DERDAG, 5 MEI 1955 

llONDERDAG, 5 MEI 1955 

Die Sluiting Van 
Fort Hare 

DIE omstandighede waarin die 
universiteit kollege Fon Hare 

gi ter deur die dagbestuur van die 
inrigting gesluit is, sal oral in 
die land vrae laat ontstaan oor 
wat presies onder die nie-blank.e 
studente aan die gang is. Ons 
neem aan dat die toestand ernstig 
is anders sou die kollege-owerheid 
nie maklik tot so 'n drastiese 
Slap oorgegaan het nie. Maar die 
verklaring wat gister uitgereik is, 
laat eintlik meer vrae ontstaan as 
wat dit bcantwoord. 

Daar word venel dat die stu-
' dente beheer word deur 'n geheime 
or~anisasie wat sy wil in so 'o 
mate op die studente afdwing dat 
die handhawing van rus en orde 
bykans onmoontlik geword bet. 
Hierdie geheime organisasie bet 
blykbaar so "eel mag verower dat 
sowel verantwoordelike studeote 
as kolJege-owerheid magteloos 
teenoor horn te staan gekom het. 
Die aevotge van hierdie organisasie 
se optrede, so lui die verklaring, 
is dat die studcnte hul toevlug tot 
allerhande onreelmatighede soos 
boikotte, dreigemente en selfs ge­
weld geneem het in 'n poging om 
hul wil op die kollege-owerheid 
af te dwfng. Nou wil die ower­
heid blykbaar deur al die tudente 
huis toe te stuur van vooraf 'n 
siftingsproses aan die gang sit om 
die verderflike invloede by her­
toelating uit te skakel. 

Wat en wie sit agter hierdie 
geheime organisasie? ls di~ bloot 
'n plaaslike aangeleentheid onder 
'n klompie weerbarstige studente? 
Of is daar verderflike invloede van 
buite wat die tudente teen alle 
gesag oprui? Wat is hut griewe 
en wat beoog hulle met hut drei­
gemente oor moontlike 1teweldple-
1ing? 

Dit is vrae wat sonder versuim 
ondersoek en beantwoord moet 
word. Naturelle-onderwys in die 
algemeen is vandag in die smelt­
oot. Met laerskoolonderwys word 
'n ingrypende nuwe rigting inge­
slaan wat, na ons mening, uitein­
delik tot gro·ot voordeel van die l naturelle sal strek. Het die tyd 
Die aangebreek dat hoeronderwys 
vir naturelle ook deeglik onder­
soek word met die oog op nood­
saaklike hervormings nie? 

Daar is reeds allerhande vrae 
geopper oor die doelmatigheid en 
die rigting van die bestaande stel­
sel van boeronderwys vir nie­
blankes. . Deurtastende ondersoek 
na die agtergrond van die jongste 
mole te by Fort Hare kan moont­
lik soveel aan die Jig bring dat 
die Regering genoop sat voel om 
die bele . vraagstuk van h<>lronder­
wys vir nie-blankes van vooraf 
deeglik te laat uitpluis. 

Intussen moct so gou a moont­
lik volledige besonderhede oor die 
toestand by Fon Hare bekend ae­
maak word. Die sterk optrede 
van die kolleae-owerheid bet reeds 
aangedui dat daar 'n groot skroef 
lo is. Die hele land sal graag 
wil weet presies wat daar aan die 
gang is en watter geheime invloede 
besig is om die nie-blanke studente 
aan die neus te lei. 

 

 



Fort Hare Sal 
Hervat so 

Gou Moontlik 
Die naturellekollege Fort Hare 

sal so gou moontlik sy werksaam­
hede hervat nadat die nodige 
stappe gedoen is om die orde te 
herstel. Die versekering is gister 
in die Volksraad deur mnr. J. H. 
Viljoen, Minister van Onderwys, 
Kuns £n Wetenskap, gegee. 

Min. Viljoen het gese dat h~· 
deur die voorsitter van die uit­
voerende komitee van die Kol­
legeraad. wat outonome beheer 
oor die kollege het. meegedeel is 
dat daat besluit is om die kollege 
te sluit. Dit was nadat onmisken­
bare bewyse gevind is dat daar 
'n geheime gesag onder die stu­
dente bestaan. 

Min. Viljoen het 'n dergelike I 
verklaring in die Senaat gedoen 
ten antwoord op 'n vraag deur 
sen. L. I. Rubin (naturellever- I 
teenwoordiger.) 

 

 



Extract from 
Buenos Aires Herald, Argentine. 
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Fort Hare 
Reopened 

Cape Town 
Fort Hare, Sourh Africa's 

only university for non-whi­
tes, were a ··secret society" 
was ?lleged to be operating, 
will be reopened as soon as 
order has been restored, the 
South African Minister of 
Education Mr. Johanne-5 Vil­
goen. said yesterday. 

The University college at 
Ali c e, Cupe province, was 
closed on Wednesday by the 
police after alleged th!·eats 
of violence bv tne students 
"secret society''. 

Mr Vilgoen said that the 
college - which has abou+ 
400 students. mostly Afri­
can.<; - was closed because 
of "a secret authority" which 
operated within the student 
body in conflict with the 
university authorities. <Reu­
ter). 
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College Closed 
ALICE, Cape Province, May 

5 (Reuter)-The Council of the 
college today closed Fort Hare, 
South Africa's only University 
for non-whites. An official state­
ment said there was evidence of 
"a secret authority'' among the 
students who resorted to illegal 
methods, such as boycotts, 
threats and even violence in an 
attempt to impose their will on 
the college authorities. 

All college activities are sus­
pended for the present. Read­
mssion of individual students 
will be tonsidered in due cour.;e. 
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Action at Fort 
Hare 

THE public takes for granted 
that the executive committee 

of the Council of Fort Hare 
University College would not 
have gone to the extreme length 
of temporarily closing down the 
college if there had not been an 
absolute neces ity for such 
drastic action. If, · then, it asks 

I for a full statement of the facts 
at the earliest possible moment, 
this request is made in the ex­
pectation that the evidence will 
show the action of the executive 
committee to have been fully 
justified. 

There is an obvious ncces~ity 
also for the college to resume 
its work and the students to 
return to their tudics as soon 
as may be. The cxi tence among 
them of a ecret. subv r ·ive 
body has been announced by the 
committee, but it is not stated 
that all the tu d n ts were 
member of thi body. Some, 
perhap most, were innocent of 
an.v connection with it; othersJ 
no doubt, had been drawn into 
its activities by tho ·e methods 
of intimidation for which certain 
Bantu n1ovements have shown a 
peculiar aptitude. It is only right 
that those not g u i l t y Qf 

deliberate participation hould 
not have their studies broken 
off and their careers jeopardized 
as a puni hment for the ins of 
others. 

The college should be reopened 
as soon as possible: that is to 
say, as soon as the college 
authorities consider that they 
are in a position to carry out 
their duty of maintaining discip­
line. Obviously it is impos ible 
for them to do so as long as 
there exists a secret and subver­
sive body which has power over 
the students. and u es it for the 
purpo~c of trying to impose its 
will on the college authorities. 

Such action certainly ~o not 
help the tudcnts or the Bantu 
people. Ju:t as the only ::sul1crer~ 
under the boycott of a few 
-chools on the Rand were the 
Bantu s ·hookhildren, o the only 
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• are omp om1sc . 
But there is another aspect of 

this unhappy affair. The e 
troubles are the fruits of 
university apartheid. Wherever 
a university or college is et up 
for the u ·c of a particular race 
or section e ·clu ively. it ber.omcs 
a centre of racial nationalism. 
Indeed, it would be trang if 
thi" ,verc no o, for fomenter 
of racialist raovcments will 
obviously setk to win over the 
future intellectual leaders of their 
peoples while they are young 
and impressionable, and this can 
best be done in the universities.

1 
As long as there are separate 
coll es fo Bantu therefore, 
th ery 
na ce~ 
sar n 
na ort 
Hare shows which way the wind 
is blowing, and what the results 
of university apartheid must be. , 
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Fort Hrtre I 
ON the assumption that the majority 

ot udents are i nocent arties, it i& 
essential that the orts of the Council 
and the University Colle&e of Fort Har 
should be directed at reopening the 
college as soon as possible. The public 
must accept the Executive Committee's 
statement that the drastic step of closing 
the college was necessary in view of the 
activities of "the caucus"; but if r,eopening 
is delayed a day longer than necessary it 
may have a disastrous effect on the 
careers of the innocent students. They 
have already been put to the expense of 
railway journeys to their homes in what 
was expected to be term time. If the 
college remains closed Iona their studies 
may be so severely interrupted that they 
may have to spend an extra year there­
or at least some months if they are 
allowed, on failinlC by a narrow margin, to 
sit for supplemeptary examinations. Few 
of them are wealthy, and the extr, 
expense will be a serious drain on their 
families. 

The public will expect that further 
details will be published in due course to 
show exactly bow serious the threat to 
college discipline was; and what steps 
were taken, before the drastic decision to 
close do'WI), to remedy the situation. Mean­
while it is idle to speculate on the exact 
proportions of . the blame to be assigned 
to this or that political l(I'OUP or to the 
race situation as a whole in the Union 
The Bu1'ger yesterday roundly lays the 
blame on liberals. The fact is that tensio 
in any country, in any community or any 
section of a community. are apt to show 
in student behaviour; and it is one of the 
responsibilities of the community at large 
and of the authorities concerned to keep 
a proper perspective of the extraordinarily 
complex currents and cross-currents of 
emotional thinkinl( in immediately post­
adolescent human bein,s. 

 

 



Extract from 
.1 N ws Colombo. 

Ceylon Dai y e ' 

University 
is barred 

to Africans 
lo 

ALICE <Cape Province), 
Wednesday 

Government officials today clos­
ed Fort Hare, South Africa's only 
University College, for non­
whites. 

An official statement said there 
is evidence of "secret authority" 
among the students. 

The official statement on the 
closing of thE> college. which has 
about 400 students, mostly Afri­
cans, was issued by the local 
Native Commissioner, a govern­
ment official. 

It said that the "caucus' issued 
instructions obeyed by students 
"often through fear of physical 
violence and other forms of inti­
midation rather than the instruc­
tions of the constituted authori­
ties of the college " 

It added that the activities of 
"the caucus" had "resulted in the 
developinent of a situation within 
,he college which is destructive 
Jf freedom of opinion and action 
within the student body and has 
Jecome intolerable. 

• \ "In consequence, the Students' 
Representative Council has found 

I t necessary to resign," the state­
ment said.-(PTC-Reuter>. 
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The e pictures illustrate the scene at Alice station on Wednesday when all the students of Fort Hare University College were sent 
home by the Executive Committee of the College Council. Left: A student sits with his luggage deep in thought. Top right: 
Some of the departing tudents wave cheerily. Seeing them off is the son of Professor z. K. Matthews, a member of the College staff. 

Photos: Rhode Tremcer. 

,FORT HARE PRI CIPAL FLYING 
TO CAPE TOWN 

Mmi~t er ot Education ~ays University Will 
Reopm ;:it Earlwst Poss bit> Date 

Professor C. P. Dent, principal of Fort Hare University College, will fly to Cape Town today. It is 
,.mderstood he will hold discussions with the Minister of Education ( Mr. J. H. Viljoen), about the Co Hege Executive 

'.::ommittee' s decision to close the University because of the activities of a secrel body known as the "caucus" and 
ts influence on the students. 
.\Ir. Vil,jof'H mad a tntemc11s 'oundl wrrn d,.J('~; 1r>J un,I r iLt 

n th llous of _. cn1hly in Capel.eh me of g-ovC'rn111Emt, resolved to 
/o\\'n ye~t<mlay 1>11 the clo. ing of take thes1• ist(•ps to c tabli Ii 
l,c 1111ivcrt;ity. Ile rear! out the proper dhwipline und to exerds' 

',e.·t of tl1c rc;;olution token at prnp r rontrol. 
ho 111Pe·'i11g of the College•' Exe 11- "I can give tl1e House the 
h • <'om111ittl'e anrl whi<'h was assurance that the College will 

.•uhli ·hed in the Daily Disputd1 r..:snme its activities at the 
:• e>~if>rday in the form of a Late· earliest possihle date after the 
: 1011 t. necessary steps h ve been 
,. 'l'hc • Tini t r . aitl thi re olu· tak<Jn to restore order," the 
1.1011 of tho College authori!,y ,a Minister said. 
11 11H!n in terms of tl10 sd1c111e of ,11 the , 011 a-~e the .\Iini ter of 
1 overmnPnt of the l!'niv r. ity Col- • atiYe Affair , Dr. JI. J<'. V(•r• 
: ge under thP Higher Edueation woerd, 011 hel,alf of the linistcr 
8 ,<'t of Hl'.!3. 'J'he l•~xecuti,·e Com• of Educatioll, marle a ·imilnr 
• 1ittl'<', to whom thl' powers of' the tatemcnt in reply to a qnestion 

di 
I.J • Bl'nator L. I. Hubin ( ·:1tives' 
Ilf'p.). 

~-~•l.,.,err,; lice i 110, clear of all 

• ·o HCA ucus" 
La t London ,yesterday, :i 

Sorm r ~llC'mbc r of the Coll~rre's 
tndents n'-'1 reRentntive C ., ·1 • J • 0111101 

sa1r lie could not ut1rlor t:rnd th 
st~tPnir-nt hy tho Exrcutive Corn~ 
n11ftee of the College Council ti t 
th<>rt• i1as a. <'l'r,..t :iuthorit. le ia. 
:Ill 1J " ,, llO j 

1c cau us imp!>Ring it 
upon. tud1'ntR in defian,•o }he 

ud •nts, but the •~eaehing staff 
~tuying on :it the ColJegc. 

'l'hc students dismi~. ed rome 
from all provi11ee" of the Union 
and somA from as far afielil :is 
~ ·:,·a aland nn,l Jlho«lr ia. It i~ 
h lie, ed that all the 'Gni()n .Nntivel'I 
"ill rPturn to their hnme~, hut 
tl1n o from out idl' , outh Africa 
dll live "ith frienus until the 
allege rC'open •. 

, 'I UDENTS SHOCKED 

only tlie11 tliat th('y knew tl1at 
thl'Y WL'rc 1o rrt11r11 to th<'ir hom('S. 
Alti1011~h they were astonishe,l 
thero wa 110 expre,;31011 of rl' cnt· 
111C'11i and their only misgiving wa. 
tho attit1uk which their parent· 
would ·tdopt when they rc:H·hcd 
thlir l1ome .. 

'l he boyL•ott of tJ1e grnduntion 
('Prcmnn\' Jn~t Frida\' was the re­
t;Ult of a· d ci ion by the mam hotly 
of tur1 nt an1l w, !' not brought 
about by :rny secret pressure group, 
ho . :IHl. The st.udf nts 11:1.d Ileen 
l'nrcf'ul to ob erv11 ull College rulPs 
and hnd prepared the hall for the 
occa ion as they had always done 
1 1 t lie pa t. .A tt ondance at the 
gra<lua tion ccrc>1nony wns not 
compulsory. 

I con t1tutcrl nutJ1olities at • 01 • 
Icgt>. 

' 

/Lo knew of no sud, un/ th t 

The object in staging the boy­
cott was to bring home to the 
authorities the fact that the 
students were concerned about 
their representations having been 
r e j e c t e d or ignored. The 
immediate effect of the boycott 
was that the nsual graduation 
ball scheduled for Friday even­
ing was cancelled. It was only 
after an appeal had been made to 
the authorities on behalf of the 
graduates, who had invited their 
friends and relatives and to 

It u11dprstoo1l that all the whom the ball was the crowning 
t11dents will apply for re• function of their day, that the 

ho,j a ud )JjJ d not at an' aIUl() ~en 
~waro th:it studcntB • c~e h i~g 
111trn1itlated tlirough , ,ys1ral v10• 
IPnl'o or thrrnts • vol nee. ·o 
tin •at had hcc lovdlcd at rn m• 
I e>rs of thP >.: n, hy nny_t)~Or . 

'l'h n•a ~ fol' tl1e HhC s res1g-
11. tinn .. 1s t1111t it hnd uot sue­
,. PdP<i in rL1 p<•ct rJf n 1111111h 1· of 
rt>pl'C' , 11tatio11~ made to tho <Joi• 
ll'g-c> He11ato on heh•tlf of the ho,!· 
of 1-1t11cle11ts ,ind it frlt it 110 longer 
1•on1111:mde1l t hr• 1·01diden ·o of the 

t11d •nts, he : id. 
Tiu nJ11101111 1-111 nt 1 hat I he f'ol• 

lil'ing clos d canH• a a 
urpri!-<C o th students. 
re11 polict• ,au 111 Alico 

1111 ~1'111' dny , 11i11~ hut ,lid not 
<'on111 ct their pre •nee 1, 1th tho 
< ollPge. ()11 \\'(•dn••sdny 111or1nng 

al n Pmhly t hr y were told to ro• 
turn to fh;,ir hostds lo r(':111 uot,rl'!-1 
tl1:11 !ind h<'•'ll pin 11, d np 1111,l 11 w11s 

ailmis iun to the Coll g • nt tho ban was relaxed. Students wllo 
tlrst opportunity. This opinion was boycotted the graduation cere-
' ·pre d liy a group of stud nts mony were not allowed to attend 
interviewed hy a Puily Dispat<:h the ball and instead of mem-
Mrrespondcnt in Port ElizaLeth bers of SRC, Professor O. P. 
,rest relay in the eour e of th ir Dent, the principal, :ind his 
home,..-ard journ °ys. All w re sur- assistants officiated at the door. 
pri l'd ~oc•ke,_ hy, the sudden J,a t . NIT, said the pokl•sm:.111, 

ut J< ort Hare. ,111<l nl~ w ro students had complaine<l about. thf' 
ni 'W their h st11<11e, a I unapp ti ing way in whiC'h food 

r(! -a,dn2Hlted 
gho 
llOt Vl'II 

whi<'l1 lbe>y liv1'd, 
A woman turle11t aid, ''\Ve Wf'ro 

fold th1 re wn a r.riou~ announce­
lllPnt on the notice honrd. Wo 
1\Pnt to re it an,1 found that tlic 

UniY rsily was l,ping cloRcd down." 

A 22 years old B.A. student 
who is on his way to Willowmore 
said he thought the Colleie 
might re-open in a month or 
even less. The closing of the 
College, he said, had caused hini 
a great deal of expense. "We do 
not know who is going to pay 
our railway fares when we go I 
back," he added . 

.Another stn,knt who hoped to 
f1ni h his c•oul' c for a B. 'c. degr<'e 
at thro end of this yPar •aid hel 
, ·t11tld grt a job to tide him over 
"hile l<'ort Hare remained rlo <.'d. 

A 2~ • r old lnrlia11 fncl ntl 
from Port J•.liz:il1l'tl1 airl, "I will 
have 10 tudy in my par timll 
lo kPcp up•to-d 1te \\ith th work 

if fl pto,, .,..~ • t.l ., ~e 1- -" 

,, as prepared. \ Ii n 1 lie.v could g t 1 
no satisfaetinn tbrou h normal pro­
cedure a lrnnger . trike lrn<l been I 
stag,.rl and then t11dents were 
giHn pC'rmi .. ion to hold a meet• 
i11g nt whi1·L a suggest('(! menu wn 
drawn up. The suggestion~ were 
1·011 i,lC'rPd hv the Senate and eer· 
tain improve'mcnts were maJe. This 
year the food lrnd returned to its 
former standard and rcpresenta­
tiom~ had been of no avail. 

FRATER~ 'ISATTO~ 
The other maffpr which ha<l 

prnmptcd rc•prcscntations through 
the :-;RC and which 11ad also been 
unsuccc ful-thc ban on men I 
st u dents fraterni, ing with I 
women in 1 he romm11n room at 
the \,·omeu' hostel - was 
regarded II unfair lly the 
st11rle11ts. One stu<lent had rarried 
things too far a11rl the College 
authorities had plllced tbf' rommon 
room out of boun,ls. :.ten student-· 
were then :-illowcd to , 1~1t 

women students who Pntcrtained 
them in two small rooms in the 
ho~tcl. The action· of the tndPnt 
who lmd caused the incident were 
deprecated by all other Rtudent-s 
but they thought it unfai that 
they could no longer visit the 
women in :i "public room." The 
~,tudents felt that if thev could notl 
frntcrnisr. f. rccly under oh n-11tion 
this \VOuld lend to clandestine 
mecti11gs. 

The tudent admitted that on 
O<'casions the sturlents had held 
unauthorised meeting,;; off the ol• 
leg-e premises to diseu~s these 
matter hut said this lw.d Leen 
done only when thcv had failed to 
get pern;iidon to l;ol,l a meeting 
ol'f1c1ally. 
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,) Grave decision 
at ·Fort Hare 

ONE may be sure that the 
Council of Fort Hare Univer­

sity College did not take the 
grave decision to close the Col­
lege until further notice without 
very good reason. It must have 
appeared to the Principal and 
the Council that there was a 
strong likelihood that the College 
regulations were in danger of 
being violated by the students, 
and that the violation would be 
of a more serious kind than the 
recent boycott of the graduation 
ceremony. Evidently, too, ordin­
ary disciplinary action, as us·1aliy 
practised in academic instLu­
tions, was deemed to be in­
sufficient. 

It is not so easy to comment 
on the denial by students of the 
existence among them of a 
"secret authority" or "pres~ure 
group." Individual s t u d e n t s 
might well have no knowledge of 
any student body except the 
recognised Students Representa­
tive Council. But unbeknL'Wil to 
the majority there might never­
theless exist a small, close-knit 
group of student "politicians" 
able to exert a strong subversive 
or at least anti-disciplinary, in­
fluence out of all proporti0n to 
their number. An orga11ism of 
this kind is indeed quite likely to 
come into being wherever frus-
rated intellectuals cmg-regate, 

particularly when they belong to 
a .racial group made res-tive by 
real or imaginary grievances. 

As a group, non-~umpean 
university students in South 
Africa constitute a problem that 
has so far remained un~o1ved. 
Fort Hare, as an institution, 
meets most of the requirements 
outlined to the Holloway 8om­
mission by those universities and 
public bodies which are ~;:nown to 
advocate segregation. But the 
view more likely to commend 
itself to liberal-minded persons is 
that of the Universities of Cape 
Town and of the Witwatersrand, 
which lays emphasis on the im­
portance of extra-curricular con­
tact in the moulding of stud~nts, 
of the mutual discussion of pro­
blems, and of the excha.,,6e of 
ideas outside lectures and labor­
atories as a vital part of umver­
sity education. Such extra-curri­
cular education is of particular 
importance for Bantu skdents 
because they have no eq~valent 
in their own culture for intellec­
tual exercise, which the European 
has with his centur:es-oid 
civilisation. 

I Contact between European and 
non-European students enables 1 

them to obtain a better insight 
into and understapding of, each 
oth~r and this fact in itself con­
stitutes a valuable contribution 
towards a peaceful 'relat1onsh1p 
between the races. The antagon­
ism displayed by the Fort· Hare 
students may indeed be. no more 
than the overt expression of a 1 

deep-seated reI_>ugnance to e"l-1 
forced segregation. 
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Students IJewild re at 
closinfJ of Fort Hare 

{From Our Correspondent) 

STUD at Fort Hare University College 
statement the executive committee of the Coll 

a eecret authority known as the " caucus " inlposing its upon 
defian of ituted autho • es at the College, said a former mem 
the 8Cl'ldellts' Representative Council in an terview at East London 

LECTURES 
OVER 

today. 
He knew of no ch un 

authorised bod7 and lvA not at 
any time bee~ aware that 
students were beiai' -IAJ:ll'IIIMlated 
througb phy--1 'VMmoe or 
tJfreata of vio1en 

No t.a 
at members 
anybody. 
s.R. 
had 
a n 
mue .. 

ed eonHence df the 
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Gees in 
Hare 

DIT is haie duidelik dat 'n 
hos gees in di laast tyd 

losgeraak het in di naturelle­
kollege :F'ort Hare en dat die 
betl okke owerh i I eenvoudig 
daarlo gcdwing was om die 

e mrigting vir onb paald tyd 
! le sluit. Na een van die ver­

naamsle bronne van hierdie 
g es hoef daar scker nie ver 

r g ·o k te word ni . In s 
\Vcrking met die liherali • 
sekerc ,,nie-pnlilieke lig 
n kerk " best e sogen 

agit, sies om 'n swart r 
stook, en dit 'Ni 

groot dec·l 
Bantoe-j . 
hierd1 a 

maldik ten prooi ge 
I ul gevoelens en lewc 
Unge is reeds mateloo 
sove 1 so, dat ding-e !.ol003 boi­
kot~. dreigemente en i,elfs ge­
weld by hulle iets doodgrwon11s 
..,cword het. Die toe. land het, 
-, lgens die hoof van die inrig­
t ing-, eenvoudig ,.ondraa h " 
gr:word. 

H i e r cl i e ver pesting-. pros s 
gaan ongelukkig feithk n11ge· 
stoord voort, want aan stories 
wat van Opposisiekant, n ver­
al deur die liheralish~ en hill 
pers, versprei word as sou die 
Reg·ering daarop uit wees om 
Suid-Afrika se naturellehavol­
king te mishandel, te veronreg 
en te verdruk, is daar bly h ar 
geen einde nie. Onopho delik 
word dit by die naturelle inge­
pomp dat hulle alle rede h t om 
ontevrede te voel, om hul lot t e 
hekla en om met haat en ag er­
clog vervul te wees. Kan dit 
ooit venvag word dat die s u­
derende Bantoe-jeug nie hi r­
die stories gretiglik oal sl11k 
nie? Is die wrange vrugte 
daarvan dan nie baie ctu1delik 
in hul gedrag te sien nie? 

Laat hierdie betreurenswaar­
dige ontwikkeling op Fort Hare 
vir 'n ieder en 'n lk van ons, 
en veral vir ons liberalistie._e 
vriende met hul integrasieb -
I id, opnuut die 1 s le r: St di 
en versigtig- tog oor die khppe 
met die naturel? 
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HOUSE HEARS WHY 
FORT HAR}: CLOSED 

HOUSE OF ASSEMBC , Thursday. 
TH MINISTER OF EDUCATION, ARTS AND SCIE CE 

(Mr J. H. Viljoen) in a sta.fement in the As embly today 
on the clo ing of the University College for atives at Fort 
Hare by the College authorities, said he had been advised by 
the Chairman of the Executive Committee of the College 
Council, which as an autonomou body and in which the 
control of the College wa vested, that at a meeting of the 
Executive Committee the following resolution was taken:-

"There has developed unmistakable 
evidence of the existence within tl1c 
student body of the College of a 
secret authority sometimes referred 
to a the caucus whose in tructions 
are obeyed by student often through 
fear of physical vioJence, and other 
form of intimidation rather than 
the in tructions of the constituted 
authorities of the Colle&e," reports 
Sapa. 

'"The result ha been that under 
the influence of the caucus the 
students have resort~ to irregular 
methods such as boycotts, threats and 
even violence with a iew to the 
acceptance of their 'trill by the . ollegc 
authoritie . Thi ha r uhed 1n the 
dev lopment of a situatioJ?, within the 

ollege hich is destrucu e of fr - c 
dom of opinion. J 

"Action within th tudenl body 1 

ba become intoterable. In con-
equencc the tudent • Representative 

Council ha found it necessary to 

1 
resilJl, Tile boycott of the ara~ation 
teremony carried out under m f!UC­
tons emanating from an unauJ!iort . d 
rn etins another ample of the m• c 
tlucnce Q,f thi µ upon . r 
action and wa deliberately d a.~ 
'" embarra the coDeac authont,e 
and to brina discredit on the college. 

••Further evidence ha come to 
liaht of the intention to continue 
what hes been deScnbed tile 
trua,le. ln view of t whole • • 

tion attd after COl'l$idetin1 -a r.eport 
from the Colleae senate. the i e 
Committee of the Council hl f • 
cided unanimously that it i impo -
aible to contin~ the ork of the 
Collete under the praent condition . 

''The executive committee ha 
therefore decided to uspend all ac­
tivitie of the Colleae for the present 
and to consider the readmi ·oa of 
individual students in due cou~. ' 

From Durban T1tc Friend eof!e· 
apomlent r~rt that the IO!~I 
~w,cU of Fort Hate Umver&JtY 
Colle,e have been u~ ~Y 
telear•m 10 an uraet:tt ~na in 
Alice to discuss tht 1tuati0n at the 
Collesr-. 

Mtanwhile ProfCSIOr : P •. Dent, 
principal of the coll,ep, J ftyn~a t_? 
•~ Town tomotfO!, for J~ _ ,s 

believed. diaeu ions with the ~•nts­
ter of ducatioa, Arts and . ience, 
Mr J. H. Vi)joen, and semor ~ov­
emment and educ lion-! offic1al_ • 
The meetina of the aovermn1 council. 
on which there are. fow Govern­
ment representati dtleptel from 
three univ r • ie the_ ~hur~be a~d 
the Basutoland AdminiSlrauon. will 
take place on Profts10r 'Ddt' return 
from Cape Town. 

The Ba utoland ~mistratio~ 
de)esate on the aovermna councd 
of the- Fort Hare University ~olle~e 
is the Dir~tor of Ed'Ucetion m 
.Basutoland, Mr D. H. Creed-

ewton. .I, • 
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¥V1Juv, vL u1¥ 

e Executive Committee the follow 

FORT 
SAL 

JVEER 

.. 

HARE 
GOU 

HERVAT 
VOLKSRAAD. - Die natu-

1' llekollege Fort Hare sal so 
gou moontlik sy werksaamhede 
h 'rvat nadat die nodige stappe 
gedo n is om die orde te 
herstcl. Die v rsekering is 
gister in die Volksraad deur 
mnr. J. H. Viljo n, Minister van 
Ond •1-wys, Kuns en Wetenskap, 
gegcc. : 

1 
Min. V1ljoen het ges· dat hy I 

deur die voorsitter van die 
Uil voPrende Komitee van die 
Koll geraad, wat outonom b -
heer oor die kollege h t, m -
gedeel is dat daar besluit is om 
di kollege te sluit. Dit \\'as 
nadat onmii:;kenbare bewyse 
g·f vind is dat daar 'n gehcime 
0 ·e ag onder die studente be­
staan. 

:Min. Viljo n )let 'n dergelike 
v rklaring- in die S naat g·ectoen 
t n antwoord op 'n vraag d ur 
sen. L. L. Rubin (Naturellevcr­
tc nwoordigerJ. (Sien ook berig 
op Bladsy 9 t. 
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Fort Hare Open 
As Orde Daar 

Herstel ls 
(Parlementere Verslaggewer) 

KAAPSTAD. - Die natu­
reUckollege Fort Hare sal so 
gou moontlik sy werksaamhede 
bcrvat, nadat die nodige stap­
pc gedoen is om die orde t.e 
herstel. Die vcrsekering is 
gistcr in die Volksraad deur 
mnr. J. H. Viljoen, Minister 
van Onderwys, Kuns en We­
tcnskap, gegee. 

Min. Viljocn bet ge a dat 
by dcur die voorsitter van die 
uitvoerende komitec van die 
kollegeraad, wat outonome be­
beer oor die kollcge het, mee­
gedecl is dat daar be luit is 
om die kollcge te sluit. Dit 
wa nadat onmiskenbare be­
wyse gevind was da t daar 'n 
gehcime ge ag onder die stu­
den te bestaan. 

Min. Viljoen het 'n derge­
Jike verklaring in die Senaat 
cdocn ten antwoord op 'n 
raag deur en. L. I. Rubin 

(naturelle-vertecnwoordiger). 

 

 



PORT ELIZABETH ~VE 11 'G POST 

PROF. C. P. DENT 
-et the airport this aft.emoon. 

Fort Hare 
chief in 

P.E. today 
PROFESSOR C. P. DENT, prin­
cipal of the University College 
of Fort Hare, passed through 
Port Elizabeth by air thi after­
noon. 

He is going to Cape Town to 
,interview the Secretary for 
Education, Mr. H. S. van der 
Walt, on the trouble that caused 
the executive committee of the 
College Council to close the 
college on Wednesday. 

Tomorrow he will probably see 
the Minister of Education, Mr. J. 
H. Vlljoen, and others who are 
concerned with the university's 
difficulties. 

Professor Dent said1 he could 
make no further public statement 
till he had seen the Secretary for 
Education. 

Even then it might be some 
time before a full statement was 
issued. 

It would be a long statement. 
He hoped that later more infor­

mation would be made available 
about the "secret authority" with­
in the college. 

H 
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M 
Stude t View 
Of Fort Hare 

From Our Correspoadent 
Port Elizabeth, Thursday. 

The existence of a .. secret 
authority" at Fort Hare Univer­
sity College was denied by 
students who arrived here by 
train to-day. 

About 50 of the 394: students 
who left Alice yesterday when 
the college was closed down, are 
from Port Elizabeth. 

One of them said: •• We have 
many student bodies, like any 
other university. These are 
mainly social bodies that carry 
on openly with their activities. I 
have. never heard of a caucus or 
secret authority." 

The students said they had 
not noticed any intimidation or 
threats. 

ALD 

 

 



rincipal f Fort 
Hare Flies to 

Cape Town 
EAST LONDON, Friday. 

Professor C. P. Dent, Principal 
f the Fort Hare University Col­
ege, was to fly to Cape Town 

today where it is understood he 
~ill interview the Minister of Edu­
cation, Mr. J. H. Viljoen. 

Fort Hare was closed on Wed­
nesday by t .. 1e Executive Commit­
tee of the College council because 

f activities of a secret body 
known as the "caucus" and its 
influence on the students. 

All the students were sent home 
on special trains. The staff has 
remained at t.ne College.-Sapa. 
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BLADSY NEGE 

FORT HARE SLUIT OOR 
OND.ERGRONDSE 

B.EW.EGING 
00S-LONDEN. - Die natu­

rellekollege Fort Hare op Alire 
het \Voensda 0 g sluit na 'n 
besluit van y besturende lig­
gaam, die Kollegeraad. Die 
vierhonderd studente het reeds 
die kollcge vcrlaat en die 
rn e es t e het met 'n spesiale 
trein na hul huise teruggekeer, 
berig Sapa. 

Daar was geen voorvalle nie, 
'n Verklaring wat deur die 

prinsipaal, prof. C. P. Dent, 
uitge1 eik is, lui dat daar bewys 
is dat daar onder die studente 
aan die kollege 'n gohcin1e 
gesag is. Dit vvord soms die 
,,lrnulrns" genoem. Die stud1>11te 
1s "'O onder die invlvcd vn n die 
Jrnukus dat hulle horn gnhoor­
saam en hulle soms tot metodPS 
soos boikots, dreigemente en 
s ,Jfs gcweld vend. Die toestand 

h t ondraaglik g-eword, Iui die 
verklaring. 

Fort Hare staan onder die 
onmiddelike beheer van sy eie 
Kollegeraad. wat WP.er onder 
onreo-streekse beheer van die 
Departement van Onderwvs 
val. Die Departcm nt het niks 
van die s1uiting geweet nie. 

Die Kemmis aris van Polisie 
het mccgedcel dat by ook van 
die saak niks geweet het nie. 
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Students deny • "secret 
authority' at Fort Hare 

From Our Correspo~dent 

PORT ELIZABETH, Thursday. 
THE existence of a ·• secret authority " at Fort Hare 

University College was denied by students who arrived 
here by train today. About 50 of the 394 students who 
left Alice yesterday when the college was closed down. 
arc from Port Elizabeth. ·------------
Ode of them said: "We have 

many student bodies like any 
other Unive~ity. 

"These are mainly social 
bodies that carry on openly with 
their activities. 

·•r have never heard of a 
caucus or secret authority." _ 

The students said they had not 
noticed any intimidation or 
threats. 

Dealing with the boycott of 
the graduation ceremony last 
week they mid their gri"evances 
began when a ban was imposed 
by the university authorities on 
the use by men students of the 
common room at the women's 
hostel. 

The students wanted to hold 
a mass meeting 'to discuss the 
matter, 'but the authorities would 
not allow it. 

That led w the boycott . 
.some of the studen~ inter­

viewed said they did not know 
whether they would be able to 
return to the coUege. 

They had been officially in­
formed that admission of indi­
vidual students would be con­
sidered in due course. 

 

 



Extract from 
Dawn. Karachi. Pakistan. 

- 6 

College building 

occupied bypolice 

in South Attica 
CAPETOWN, May 5: A aecret liag 

known as "The Caucus" yesterday 
caused the closing of Fort Hare Uni­
versity College in Grahamstown, the 
ooly South African University exclu­
sively reserved for African studer,ts. 
It was closed by the police who acted 
on a request by the Principal, Mr C. P. 
Dent. 

The Principal asked for police pro 
tection as 394 African students pr• 
pared to leave for their homes in all 
parts of the Union and in the Briti, h 
High Commission territories. l'h• 
police occupied the building and 
grounds and armed reinforcementl 
from Grahamstown were standing by 

I 
!::i. case of trouble, which was expe--t• 

The University Executive Commit­
tee has decided to suspend all College 
activities for the present and to re­
consider the re-admission of individual 

1 
students in due course. New enl'-()1• 

I 
ments of studenbs were stopped last 
year by the Union Government.-AFP. 

 

 



Extract from 
Indian Express, Madras. 

CAPETOWN, :'Aay 5. 
Fort Hare, South Africa's only Uni­

versity for non-Whites, where a. 
"seeret society" was alleged to be 
operating, will be reopened as soon 
as order has been restored, Minister 
of Education Johannea Viljoen said 
today. 

 

 



Extract from 
West Australian. Perth. 

olice Close 
• • mvers1ty 

CAPE TOWN, 1burs.­
Gonrament officials at 
Alice ( Cape Provloce) have 
~losed Fort Hare, So1ldl 
Africa's only university cel­
lege for 1101a-.,1dtes. 

An official tatement said 
that there was evidence of a 
" ecret authority,, among 
the students. 
The official statement said 

that under the influence of 
the secret authority, some­
times known as .. The Cau­
cus," students resorted to fl. 
legal methods such as boy­
cotts, threats and even vio­
lence in an attempt to im­
pose their will on t.be col· 
lege authorities. 
The police took over the 

college grounds and build­
ings and in response to an 
appeal from the college 
pnncipal, Professor C. P. 
Dent, police reinforcements 
were sent to Alice from 
Grahamstown, 60 miles 
away: 

 

 



No. 3676 (May 6, 1955) 

SOUTH WEST STUDENTS WERE 
AT FORT HARE COLLEGE. 

With the closing of },ort Hare, several non-Eu­
ropeans students from South West will also be sent 
home. There are a few Herero students in the Uni­
versity College from South West and the majority of 
them come from Windhoek. _______ ~--~---~ 

Fort Hare, South Africa's 
University College for non-Eu­
:ropeans at Alice was closed 
down on Wednesday by the Col­
lege Council and four hundred 
students left for their homes 
all over the Union and South 
West Africa by special trains, 
reports Sapa from East Lon­
don. 

The Executive Committee of 
the College Council - the Go­
vernment body - said there 
was evidence of the existence 
of a body within the student 
authority, sometimes ref erred 
to as "Causcas," whose instruc­
tions were obeyed by students 
through fear of physical vio­
lence and other forms of inti­
midation, rather than instruc­
tions properly constituted by 
the authorities. 

Police squads on Wednesday 
took over the college grounds 
and buildings, stood on the sta­
tion platforms as a security 
measure but there were no in­
cidents and the students iiis­
persed without disorder. 

- Sa a. 

 

 



tude t Vie 
Of Fo·t Har 
From Our Corre ponden 
Port Elizabeth, Thur..,da 

The existence of a " se 
authority" at Fort Ha1e Uni 
sity College was denied 
tudents who arrived here 

train to-day. 
About 50 of the 394 stud 

who left Alice yesterday 
the college was closed down 
from Port Elizabeth. ' 

One ot them said: "We 
many student bodies, like 
othe.r university. The e 
mainly social bodies that c 
on openly with their activiti 
have never heard of a caucu 
secret authority." 

The students said they 
not noticed any intimidation 
threats. 

rincipal 
Hare Flies to 

Cape Town 
EAST LONDO . Frid 

Profe. sor C. P. Dent, Prin 
! the Fort Hare University 

leoe, ,,as to fly to Cape T 
oday where it is ~1:derstoo 

:will interview the Mm1Ster of 
cation, Mr. J. H. Viljoen. 

Fort Hare was closed on 
nesda by t . .1e Executive Com 
tee of the Colleg Council bee 
of activities of a secret 
known as the •·caucus" and! 
influence on the students. 

All the students were sent 
on special trains. The staff 
remained at we College.-Sap 

BLADSY NEGE 
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b v n sy 

v er on 
e e er van 
11ent van Onderv. 
e D p het n 

di sluiti et nie 

di 

Di Kommis aris van Polisi 
me g dee! clat hy ook va. 
saak nik. ewe t het me. 

 

 



Extract from 
Times of India, Bombay. 

- 6 MAY 1955 

COLLEGE CWSED 
Ab~ DOWN 

Biggest In S. Africa 
"The Time of India" ews Service 

CAPETOWN, May 5: The 
non-European University Col­
lege of Fort Hare, Cape Pro­
vince, was closed yesterday by 
the College Council because 

1 there was "e:vidence of the ex­
istence within the tudent body 
of the college of a secret autho­
rity.'' 

Armed police reinforcements 
, from four centres stood by as 

394 African students prepared 
to leave for home. 

The Fort Hare college, open­
, ed 30 yeg r.s ago, is the biggest 

non-European college in the 
, Union of South Africa. 

 

 



Extract from 
Times, U .S.A­

New York 

Sptclal to ~York Ttmea. ~ 
JOHANNESBURG, South Af-

1 rica, July 5-Classes were re-
1 

sumed yesterday at Fort Hare ' 
College, South Africa's only all- ! 
Negro college. 

The institution at Alice was , 
closed indefinitely May 4 after 1 official! charged that a group of 
!tudents had virtually seized 
control. 

Only 150 of the 320 students 
expelled two months ago were 
on hand yesterday. 

 

 



Extract from 
Christchurch Press, N z ew ealand. 

\1 y 

UNIVERSITY FOR 
NON-WHITES 

CLOSURE ORDERED 
IN SOUTH AFRICA 

ALICE (Cape Province), May 4. 
Government officials today closed 

Fort Har~ South Africa's only univcr-
1 sity college for non-whites. 

An official statement said that there 
1 was evidence of a "secret authority" 

among the students. 
Under the influence of the secret 

authority, sometimes known as "The 
Caucus," students resorted to ill gal 
methods S'l.lch as boycotts, threat , and 
even violence in an attempt to imposf: 
their will on the college authorities 
the statement said. 

The police took over the colleg< 
1 grounds and buildings, and in response 

to an appeal from the college principal 
• Professor C. P. Dent, police reinforce 

ments were sent to Alice fron 
Grahamstown, 60 miles away . ...._ ___ _ 

 

 



THE CAPE A GUS 

7 MAY 1955 
Personality parade 

HE WORl(S FOR FORT 
HARE AND 

THE BA TU PEOPLE 
11 1 Cape Town to-day is Prof. Clifford Parker Dent, who 

has been intimately connected with Bantu education all his 
life and is now one of the central figures in the temporary closing 
of Fort Hare University College for non-Europeans. 

Rather shy and self-effacing, but 
holding strong principles, his 
friends say he will always do what 
he . incerely believes is right and 
what is best for the future of Fort 
Hare and for the Bantu people a. 
a whole. 

He was born in 1899 at Ixopo. 
Natal , the son of Method i t 
missionary, the Rev. Charle. 
Edward Dent, who was for 13 
years in charge of the Nongoma 
Mi · ·ion station in Zululand. 

'Those were the days before the 
national road : , ay Professor 
Dent, ·and it sometimer,; took us 
four days to cover 25 miles in a 
donkey-wagon on our way to 
boarding school.' 

His education began at the 
Maritzburg College, and continued 
after a year at Natal University 
College (now Natal University , at 
Rhodes, where he graduated as a 
Bachelor of Science in 1920. 

With Gale and Paton 
After graduation he returned to 

PROFESSOR DENT . 
/or cultural inlere3t8'. 

Natal for post-graduate study. He . , . . 
was a contemporary of Dr. George I afr~1d Im a ,httl.e old for 1t now, 
Gale. formerly Union secretary for · I "<;>Uld ha,e ll~ed to see tb 
Health, and Alan Paton, author Province game U1 ,s aftemoon, ~ut 
of ·cry the Beloved Country.' I shall ~ave ~ fly back to Allee 

almost immediately. 
In 1922 he was appointed a 

lecturer in physics and chemistry Fishin~ 
at Fort Hare. which was then 
only five years old. These days, if ever I am able 

It has been said that during his to get avvay for a few days, I 
whole association with the college spend my time fishing, and one of 
he has more than anybody else my biggest ambitions is to catch 
been responsible for the expan- a really large tunny. which, of 
sion and improvement of cultural course. we rarely see near East 
interests among the students. .London.' 

'Fort Hare is different from Of his twin sons. who both 

I other colleges,' says Professor fought through World War II ,as 
Dent. 'inasmuch as so many of fighter pilots in the S.A.A.F., only 
our students are far older and one has followed in his father·s 
more mature than the average. footsteps. He is teaching in Natal; 

1 and in many cases they are men U1e other is a veterinary surgron. 
and women who have struggled R.K.R.M 
during the early part of their , _______________ __. __ 
adult lives to save enough money 
to further their education to uni-
versity standard.' 

Teaching family 
He was appointed Professor ot 

Chemistry at Port Hare in 1941 
and was appointed principal nine 1 I years later. 

'I am not the only one in my 
family interested m Bantu educa­

. tion. he says. ·My elder brother. 
R&ilton. is the Chief Inspector of 

ative Education in Natal, and a 
younger brother. George. is an 
inspector in the same department.' 

Apart from his interests at Fort 
Hare, he is a member of the 
Governing Council of Kingswood 
College and iS also a governor of 
the miSsionary educational institu­
tions at Lovedale and Healdtown. 

He was a keen rugby player. 
being capped for N.U.C. in 1921. 
'But.' he sa.ys a little ruefully, 'I'm 

 

 



CAPE TI.MES 

i 7 MAY 1 5 

FORT HARE PRINCIPAL: 
Mr. C. P. Dent, Principal of 
the Fort Hare University 
College for non-Europeans, 
seen on arrivai by air in 
Cape • Town 1,1esterday. Mr. 
Dent went straight to Marks 
Buiidings, Cape Tewn, for 
discussions with Government 
officials about the closi11,g 
of the CoUege on Wednesday. 

 

 



THE CA EA GUS 

- 7 Mfl.~ 1955 

A.N.C. protest I 
at closi11g 

JOHANNESBURG, Saturday. 
The working committee of the 
African National Congress in 
Johannesburg protested last night 
against the closing of Fort Hare 
University College. 

The congress says the students 
have been invited to apply for 
readmission, and 'it can safely 
be assumed that when applica-
tions are considered some 
applicants will be refused 
admission.· 
Tile college was closed Urn; wee· 

b~· the autl1onties, \'110 ,aid therf 
\}, as a ::;ecr~t caucus among tht: 
.students.-Sapa. 

 

 



Puzzled by 
Publicity 

===========---

Professor C. P. Dent, principal 
of Fort Hare University Oollege, 
had no official statement to make 
when he left East London Air­
port yesterday for Cape Town. 
He is to hold discussions with the 
Minister of Education (Mr. J. 
H. Viljoen) about the College 
Executive Committee's decision 
to close the University because 
of the activities of a secret body 
known as the "caucus" and its 
influence on the students. The 
picture shows Professor Dent 
chatting to & fellow-passenger 
before boarding the aircraft. His 
only comment was that he was 
"puzzled" by the amount of pub­
licity given to the closing of the 

University. 

 

 



, TUESDAY, )UT 10, 1955 

PROF. DENT 
AT CAPE 

J>rofessor C. P. Dent, prin­
dpal of the Fort Hare 
University College, is pic­
tured here on his arrival in 
Cape Town, where he has 
been having talks with the 
Secretary for Education, Mr. 
H. S. van der \Valt, about 
the trouble which caused 
the College Council executive 
committee to close the 

Univer ity last week. 

 

 



THE NATAL WITNESS 

- 7 MAY 1955_ 

FORT HARE CLOSED 
--

''TO CREATE ORDER" 
-J. H. V il_joen 

Capt'"town. Thursday . 

THE Minister of Education. Arts and Science. Mr. I H. 
Viljoen, in a statement in thf' Assemblv today on tht! 

closing of the university coJlege for ~ativf'1- at Fort HarP 
by tbe college authoritif>s. !laid ht> had been advised bv 
the chairman of the Executivf' Committef' of tht> Colle~f' 
CounciJ, which was an autonomom- bodv and io whic-h 
the control of the college wai- vested. that at a meefin~ of 
the Executive Committee thP followin~ resolution was 
taken:-
"'!'here has developed unmis- another example ot the mfl.uence 

takable evidence of the existence of this caucus upon student ac­
within the student body of the tion, and was dehber-ateJ.v designetl 
college ot a secret authority som- to embarrass the college authon­
tirnes referred to as the caucus ties and to brme d1scred1t on the 
whose instru<'tions are obeyed by college. 
students, often through fear ot "Further evidence bas cume to 
physical violence and other forms light of the intentjon to continue 
of intimidation, rather than the what has been described as "the 
inst ructions of the constituted struggle." ln view of this whole 
authorities of the ,•allege. situation. and after cons1derimr 

"The result has been that under a report fr<:>m the Copege Se_nate, . 
the iufluerwe of the caucus the the e?-,ecuuve c!-lmnnttee of the 
students have resorted to irregu- Counc_il ~la~ demd_ed unanimo~sl Y 
lar m1.:! t hods such as bovcotts, that it is m1poss1ble to continue 
l h .. 1 . . J , , violence with ~ tbe work of_ the collee:e under ure-

. 1 0 ,1 .s ,in<i cv(;n . . . sent cond1t1ons. 
view to tlw al'ccntance of thetr will '"rl . . 
hy tfw Colle"Q authorities. 1'his le exee~tJve committee has 
li~i~ r .. ~nlted in the development there.f~re decided to suspend all 

I • • l1 t •011 within the College act1v1t.1es of the co!lege for the 0 _a SI Ja 
1 

• f f d present. and t-0 consider the reati-
wl11eh !8 dest nl<'tive O ree om mission of individual students in 
ot opinion. due course." 

ACTION "INTOLERABLE" WHY STEPS WERE TAKEN 
"Ad ion within I l~e stu<lent body l'he Mm 1st er said this resolution 

lws liccurne intoleni.ble. ln conse- ot the colJege authority was taken 
q111•11< ·e. the Students' Representa- in terms of ·the scheme of govern-
11ve Council has f.ound it neces- ,ment oi •the university college un- j 
,.;a ry to resign . 'fbe boycott of the der the Hi2:ber ~:ducation Aet of 
~rnduation <'eremonv carried out 1923 

1 
1111der im;;trnction~ emanating from The executive committee. to / 
an unauthorised meetin~ is whom tl1e powers of the Council

1 
--- -----------....... -I were delegated under the scheme·, 
~-----------------,1of government, resolyed to Lake 

these steps to establish proper dis­
cipline and to exercise proper con-
trol. . 

"I can give the House the as­
surance that the college will re­
sume its activities at the earliest 
possible date after the necssar:v 
steps bave been taken to restore 
order." the Ministe,r said. 

In the Senate, the Minister of 
Native Affairs. Dr. H. F. Ver­
woerd on behalf of the Minister 
of Education. Arts and Science, 
made a similar statement in reply 
to a question by Sen. L. I. Rubin 
(Natives Rep.) .-Sapa . ... 
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l Beskawing En 
n l(ultuur 
V 

-1. 
lP. 

►v 

[P 

h 
>f 
18 

DIB onlangse gebeure aan die 
universiteit kollege Fort Hare 

vestig die aandag opnuut op die 
diepste grondslae van die opvat­
ting oor rasse-aangeleenthede in 
ons land. Tewens behoort dit 'n 
vingerwysing te wees vir die mense 
wat meen dat die Westerse beska­
wing 'n grootheid is wat jy binoe 
die mure van 'n universiteit in die 
loop van 'n aantal jare kan aan-

1 

leer. 

mC'e Dit bet nou al gewoonte geword 
ac- om te praat oor die kleurvraagstuk 

ned en oor kleurverskille. Eintlik is 
dit 'n bietjie jammer, want ten I 
diepste gaan <lit nic om kwessies 

to van vel en kleur nie. maar oor 
nue verskil in beskawing. En, let wel, 
the nie net oor verskil in be kawing-
10le 1 stand nie, maar oor onoorbrugbare 
ing verskille ten opsigte van beska-
1 te, 1 wingsvorm. Nog 'n fout wat dik­
tl;e wels gemaak word. al i dit maar I 
:;u; 'n denkfout, is om beskawing te 
,re- , j verwar en te vereenselwig met ge-

leerdheid en kultuur. Wat gaan 
ha.s 2ebeur wanneer die nie-blanke in 
all ons land, as gevolg van vermeer­

the derde en verbeterde onderw}sfasi­
a~~ liteite, dieselfde stand van beska­

wing bereik as die blanke? Dit 
i'> die vorm waarin die vraag ge-

10
,

1 
woonlik ge tel word. en selfs oor-

:en tuigde voorstanders van apartheid 
rn. staan meermale verlee daarteeo-

oar. 
Dit sat derhalwe goed wee om 

tc herinner aan 'n wy e woord wat 
;ii wyle geol. Hertzog jare gelede uit­
ne gespreek het. Hy het gese: ,,Be­
Ice c.:kawing is iet totaal anders a 
is- boekgeleerdheid; dit gaan ook veel 
1n- dieper as die begrip kultuur. Ge-

lcerdheid is maar een van die toe­
ts- valliie vrugte van die beskawing". 
:e~ Ons kan dit ook anders stel. Selfs 
ry 'n oogeleerde man kan hoog be-

kaaf d wee . terwyl aan die ander ,re 
kaot geco volk ter wereld ooit 'n 

of hepaalde beskawing kao verwerf 
•r- deur middel van akademiese gc­
er lcerdheid of tegnoloiiese vooruit­
e, gang nie. 
)~ Jy k.an wet die kultuur van 'n 

ander volk aanneem; jy kan sy 
taal en sv Jeefwyse oorneem. Maar 
nooit kan jy 'n ander beskawing 
aanneern nie. Geen eokeling en 
geen volk kan deur 'n wil beslis­
sing verander van beskawingsvorm 
nie, net so min as wat by daartoe 
opgevoed kan word. Ver tandelike 

, ontwikkeling kan wel 'n mate an 
kulturele veredeling teweeg bring, 
maar die men like denke kan geen 
beskawing skep nie. Sy wortels 
le veel dieper as dit. 

'n Volk of 'n groep volke e I 
beskawingsvorm is in laaste io­
staosie die vrug van 'n eeuelange 
proses waarby die religie die alle' 
beslis ende dryfkrag is. So is dit 
'n historiese feit dat ons Westerse 
beskawing berus op die grondslag 
van di re1igieu e grondmotief van 
die Christendom. Dit is die wortel 
waaruit ons beskawing gegroei het 
en wat aan hom. ondanks latere 
verval en insinking, nog steeds sy 
kenmerkende eicsoortigheid ver- , 
leen waardeur hy radikaal onder­
skei word van beskawings wat uit 
'n ander dieptelaag voortgekom 
het. Verligting en kultuur, ge­
leerdheid en tegniek is niks meer 
nie as sommige van die vnigte 
wat gepluk word van die beska­
wingsboom wat sy lewenskrag put 
uit qie Chri telike religie. Die 
vrugte mag nie verwar word 
die • 

r-

·e-
blan • 1 y r ot e el n g eef 
uit 'n nie-Christelike lewen begio-
el. kan hy innerlik nooit dee\ 

word van ons Westerse beskawing 
nie. En die Westerse kultuur en 
verligting berei horn ook nie voor 
vir toekomstige lidmaatskap van 
ons beskawing nie. Inteendeel, dit 
moet no dwendig vreemde vrugte 
vir horn bly wat voortdurend 
innerlike spaoninge verwek. Be­
skawings is nie uitwisselbaar nie. 

LAD 
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FORT HARE SAL 
WERKSA HIDE 

HERVAT 
KAAPSTAD, Vry<J.ag. - Die 
naturellekollege Fort Hare 
sal so gou moontlik y werk­
,saamhede herva.t nadat die 
nodlge sta.ppe gedoen 1 om 
die orde te hersteL 1>116 
sek Is r In die 
Volksraad • deur mnr. J. H. 
Vlljoen, Minister van Onder­
wys, Kuns en Wetenskap ge­
gee. 

Min- Vlljoen het g~ clat 
hy deur die voorsltter van die 
ultvoerende komitee van die 
Kollegeraad wat outonome 
bebeer oor die kollege bet 
meegedeel 1 dat daa.r beslult 
ls om die kollege te slult. 
Dlt was nadat onmhkenhare 
bewyse gevlnd ls dat daar 'n 

~ gehetme gesag onder die stu­
dente bestaan. Min. Vlljoen 

bet 'n dergellke verkla.rlng In 
die Senaat gedoen ten ant­
woord op 'n vraag deur Sen. 
L. I. Rubin (Naturellever­
teenwoordlger) (Eie berig.) 
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A.N.C. WANTS 
FORT HARE 

INQUIRY 
JOHANNESBURG, Saturday. 

-The working committee of the 
African National Congress issued 
a statement in Johannesburg 
last n'ight protesting against the 
closing of Fort Hare University 
College. 

The statement say,g that stu­
dents have been invited to apply 
for readmission and "it can 
safely be a~umed that when 
applications are considered some 
of the ap,Plicants will be refused 
admission." 

The college was closed this 
week by the college authorities 
who said that there was a secret 
caucµs among the students. 

The statement says that the 
college authorities have adopted 
a method of expelling students 
without laying particular charg€·s 
against them. 

It calls on the Governing 
Council to readmit all the • 
students unconditionally'. The 

I appointment of an impartial 
1 commission of inquiry into the 
situation, is also asked for.-
Sapa. 

 

 



Extract from 

Indian -1. 1ation, Patna, Bihar. 

S. AF RICAN COLLEGE 
CLOSED DOWN ON 

GOVT. ORDER 
ALICE (Cape Province). 'i'viay 

4: Gover"nment officials today 
closed Fort Hare, south Africa's 
only university college for non­
Whites. 

An official statement said 
there was evidence of a secret 
authority among the students. 

The official statement said 
that under the influence of a 
secret authority sometimes kno­
v..n as the caucus, the students 
resorted to illegal methods in 
an attempt to impose their will 
on the College authorities. 

The police took over the Col­
lege grounds and buildings, All 
college activities are suspended 
for the present. 

The official statement on th& 
closine of the College which 

I has about 400 students. mostly 
Africans. was issued by the lo­

I cal ~ative Commissioner a Go-
vernment official. 

It said that the 'caucus' issu­
ed instructions obeyed by stu­
dents often through fear of 
physical violence and other 
forms of intimidation rather 
than the instructions of the 
constituted authorities of the 
College. 

It added that the activities of 
"the caucus,, had resulted in 
the development of a situation 
within the College which is des 
tructive of freedom of opinion 
and action within the student 
body and has become intolera­
ble. 

In consequence the students 
. Representative Council has fo­
und it necessary to resign. the 
statement said. 

(The Student Council is a. 
body which in South Africa 
universities govern student 
affairs and acts as a liaison 
between the students and 
the university authorities). -

 

 



Extract from 
Times of India, Bombay. 

7 __ }iµ_ 1955 
ASS L RAN CE BY 

MINISTER 
Fort Hare University 

CAPE TOWN, Mav 6: Fort 
Hare, South Africa's only univer­
sity for non-Whites where a "se­
cret society" was alleged to be 
operating, will be re-opened as 
soon as order has been restored, 
the South African Minister of 
Education, Mr. Johannes Viljoen, I 
said yesterday. 

Mr. Viljoen said that the col­
lege, which has about 400 stu- , 
dents, mostly Africans, was 
closed because of "a secret autho­
rity" which operated within the 
student body in conflict with 
the university authorities. 

On Wednesday, the Council de­
cided to suspend all activities and ; 
consider the readmission of indi• 
vidual students in due course. 

Special trains took the dismiss• 
ed students, to their homes in va­
rious, parts of South .frica.­
Reuter. 
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'' Inside 
story" of 
college 
clostng 

JOHAN "ESBURG 
Saturday. 

•THE working committee of the 
African National Congress I 

issued a statement in Johannes­
burg last night protesting against 
the closing of Fort Hare Uni­
versity College. 

The statement says that stu­
dents have been invited to apply 
for readmission and "it can safely 
be assumed that when appli­
cations are considered some of 
the applicants will be refused 
admission." 

The college was closed this 
week by the college authorities 
who said that there was a secret 
"caucus" among the students. 

The statement says that the 
college authorities have adopted 
a method of expelling students 
without laying particular charges 
against them. 

It calls oµ the governing coun­
cil to readmit all the students 
unconditionally, and asks for the 
appointment of an impartial 
commission of inquiry. 

The principal of Fort Hare 
University College, Mr. C. P. 
Dent, told a Cape Town corres­
pondent this morning that he 
would very shortly send a circu­
lar to the parents of every stu­
dent telling them in exact detail 
the whole inside story of the 
sudden closing of the college on 
Wednesday. "We have nothing to 
hide," said Mr. Dent, who had 
just had discussions with the I 
Minister of Education, Mr. Vil­
joen, and the Secretary for Edu­
c"tion, Mr. H. S. van der Walt. I 

After the circular had been 
sent to parents and benefactors 
of the college it would become 
available for general publication. 
Mr. Dent added. - Sapa and 
S.N. corr. 

 

 



Jnbian lJitbJ!) 
WEDNESDAY JUNE 8, 1955 

Fort Hare 
THE Dramat ic manner in which Fort ~Hare College 

des_ la t mo. • , : ~ .. _ J ~ .. ion ·,·: _ :--c~ :-- . I .. 
was the first time In the history of the country that 
such an action had been taken by a university authority 
against an entire student body. 

Newspaper reports have thrown little light on the 
basic reasons for the action taken by the principal of 
the Institution, Mr. Dent. Interviews as reported, 
from the principal and the students have hitherto been 
of a nature to further confuse than to clarify the matter; 

Now for the first time, there comes to light more 
details of the reasons for the closinz down of Fort 
Hare College and for this we have to thank the Students 
Representative Counil of the University of Natal which 
lntervie.wed 40 present and 50 past Fort Hare students. 

The question of diet has been a long existing com• 
plaint of students at Fort Hare and many have been the 
strikes enacted against this problem. In 1954, a boycott 
of the dining hall during the principals absence, lead to 
satisfactory redress from the college authorities, but food 
conditions deteriorated on his return and complaints 
bore no fruit; Student grievances were further in­
creased when police were found to Intrude college 
premises for reasons which the students could not ex­
plain. To consider these difficulties, the principal was 
petitioned for the holding of a meeting. The petition 
was refused and a meeting w.s held outside the college 
premises where the decision to boycott graduation 
ceremony was taken, as a protest against existing circum• 
stances. 

This statement denies the existence of a secret 
caucus, superseding the students representative Council, 
or the presence of any feeling of no confidence felt by 
the student body towards the S.R.C. 

In view of this information, one feels the action 
of the principal in closing the college thus uncere• 

---~--------~--~--~--~---'moniously to be ratber high handed. Students 1t a 

One cannot but condemn any body which requires 
students to give such Information 011 their activities~ _ 
In simple lancuage the circular asks students to tell on 
each other and is devised to weaken student solidarity. 
One still feels that this whole Fort Hare conflict could 
even now be appropriately and satisfactorily settled, 
by the re-admission of al.I students and by the settf ng 
ut' ; 11 i.1 t'- ,..; '-""• .:.1i ,)~; .1 ,_; L.q ir i,t1..o .., ·u ent . 
grievances. 

university are not high school children and respect 1s 
accorded them universally by university authorities· 
The relationship of the Fort Hare College authorities 
and its students does not conform to this pattern. It is 
to be expected that a mature students body striving 
towards self realisation should object to such discrimina­
tion. One feels that the conflict was hardl7 of the 
seriousness to deserve the closing down of an entire 
institution and thus unnecessarily forcus the attent!on 
of the entire country on a ~ensitlve body of students 
endangering their reputation. The principal and th~ 
college authorities could have come to amicable settle­
ment with a little more tact and a little more sympathy 
with the student body. 

We learn that the prlnclpal has now sent out 
circulars to _ all students asking them to apply for • 
rQadmlsslon if they desire to come back to the college. 
In these circulars, students are asked to give Information 
about the boycotts staged In 1955 and to tell on students 
meetings, authorised or unauthoris d h Jd within the 
coll ege premises or elsewhere. 
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Fort Hare Details Promised 
(From Our Political 

correspondent) 

C;\F,E TOW~\ ~u11clay. 

The princ-ipnl of Fort Hare Univer­
sity College, Profe :or <J. P. 
Dent, : id hero toduy that 
furtllPr information ahout the 
lllll"' t among students at Port 
Harp, whfrh led the College 
Council to dose the in titution, 
would be relea d n .·t week. 

The College >-::enate would meet on 
)fonday, he aid, and the College 
Council on Wedne day. Letters 
would be drafted to explain to 
parent of the students who 
have he u se11t home the eircum-
ta11ees leading up to the closing 

of the <'< 11 g13 and copies of 
th 'SI' letters would he rPlcascd 
to the> Prl' ·s. 'J'hey would giv, 
more details of the trouhle at 
the c•oll •g than were given in 
th• Conn •iF l'r tatt1mcnt 
this week. 
rof 'S or lJpnt arri, erl in apt> 
'!'own nn Friday night. Ho aw 
th .. 1ini tcr of Erl1u·ation, Mr. 
J. 11. Viljoen, anrl fficials of the 

Education 1.Jepartment and flew 
hack to East London todav. 

The exe>cutive of the Teachers' 
League of , outh Africa, in a 
i;tatement to SA.PA yesterday 
protei-tcd against the ~losing o·f 
}'ort Hare, demanded its reopen­
ing and said all students should 
tion. The League consists mainly 
bl' reinstated "without vietimisa• 
of Coloured teachers jn the Cape 
anrl. has about 1,500 members 
and manv student associate 
members ~t Fort Hare. 

The Working Committee of the 
African National Uongress also 
issued a statement protesting 
against the closing of the uni­
versity. It could safely be 
nssumed that when applications 
for re-admission were considered, 
said the ·tatement, some of the 
appli~ants would be refused 
ndmisHion. 

The statement accused the College 
authorities of expelling students 
without laying particular charges 
agaim1t them. 

The ANC ifemanded the appoint­
nicnt of an impartial commission 
of inquiry into the situation.-
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ORT HAR 
EREMONY 
OR B.B.C. 

KING WILLIAM'S TOWN. 
When the graduation ceremony 

·as held at the non-European 
niversity of Fort Hare the pro­
eedings were filmed by Dr. N. 
,faartens, of King William's Town 
or a B.B.C. television programme. 

The B.B.C. asked Dr . .Maartens 
o take 200ft. of 16mm. :film. The 
lm was flown to England and 
ill form part of a television pro­
amme the B.B.C. is preparing 

n South Africa.• 

 

 



Protest at Fort 
llare Closing 

CAPE TOWN. Sunday.-·1 he Exc­
l'utivc of the ·1 cacher-.' l.eagu of 

outh frica in a ~tatement ye tcrday 
pro1c~1ed ngainst the closing of l·ort 
Hare Univc, ity College and demanded 
it-; reopening. 

I he le.iguc con-,i t mainly of 
C olourcd teacher in the ape and 
ha~ about 1,500 members and many 
,tudcnt as ocititc member at J•ort 
llare.-Sapa. 
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Closing of Fort 

I ,. 

\ SIR,-The closing down of the 
1 only African University Col-

l

' :ege, Fort Hare. smells • apart­
heid politics. 

I 
At this University there are 

Chinese, Indian, Coloured and 
African ~tudents. In fact it is 

' J. non-European University. The 

I .viinister of Native Affairs, Mr. 
Verwoerd, acting under hiS 

1 heinous Bantu Education Act, 

I 
finds it difficult to e.11Slave the 
present students' minds. He 

, wants new students or to re-

l admit "Ja Baas'' students who 
would co-operate in cutting their 
own throa in the working of 
the Bantu Education Act. Gradua-
tion cerem ·es are part of this 
Act. 

I I know Mr. C. P. Dent, the 
1 
Principal of the University per­
sonally. He is an intellectual • 

I giant. He cannot fail to control 
the students. The expulsion of 
the students is a diabolical act 
influenced by the satanical 
"OSSewabrandwag'', a subter­
ranean organisation within he 
Nationalist Party of Sooth Aftiu. 
which is bent sou\ and body •·oo 
repealing the a.nti:-slavery ac ot 
1834, 

NEPHAS TEMBO. 
Ndola. 
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GEHEIMS IGHEID OOR 
REBELSHEID VAN 

FORT HARE-STUDENTE 
KAAPSTAD. 

G EHEIMSINNIGHEID word deur die hoof van die naturelle-
kollege Fort Hare, prof. C. P. Dent, be°"'--aar oor die bron 

van die rebelsheid onder studente wat daartoe aanleiding was 
dat die inrigting verlede week gesluit is. Hy is nie bereid om 
die aard of die oorsprong van die georganiseerde ongehoor­
saamheid te bespreek nie. 

Op Saterdag het prof. Dent 
in Kaapstad 'n gesprek van 'n 
uur met die Minister van On­
derwys, mnr. J. H. Viljoen, en 
die Sekretaris van Onderwys, 
mnr. H. S. van der Walt, ge­
voer waarin hy uiteengesit het 
wat gebeur het. Daama wou 
hy niks se nie, behalwe dat die 
senaat van die Kollege gister 
vergader het om die saak te 
bespreek, dat die kollegeraad 
m6re daaroor byeenkom en 
dat hy besig is om 'n verslag 
oor dte gebeurde op te stel. 

Hierdie verslag is in die eer­
ste plaas vir die ouers van die 
leerlinge bedoel en sal oor 'n 
paar dae klaar wees. Hy sal 
di t dan ook aan die pers be­
skikbaar stel. 

Daar blyk dat die omstandig­
heid, onda.nks· prof. Dent se 
geheimhouding', nie iets is wat 
van buite 8f in die studente­
kring kom nle. Die ongehoor­
saamheid ls nie lets wat aan­
gepor word deur 'n buite-invloed 
soos die Kommunisme nie. Ook 
is die weerstand nie _iets wat 
beperk is tot 'n besondere aek­
sie van die leerlinge nie. Die 
leerlinge bestaan hoofsu.kli_k 
uit naturelle maar ook mt 
Kleurlinge er: IndH~rs. Die on­
gehoorsaamheid i_s dus 'n _spo~­
tane opstandighe1d wa.t uitslm­
tend teen die kollege se ower­
heid gerig is. 
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College fo,,un..9il to meet I 

DECISION AT FORT 
HARE TO-MORROW: 

The Argus Correspondent 

ALICE. Tuesday. 

THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL of the Fort Hare 
non-European college will decide to-morrow what 

steps it will take to deal with the • subversive elements• 
whose activities led to the expulsion of the college~ s 360 
students. 

The college enate. wh1ch has 
among its members some of the 
college's non-European teachers. 
met yesterday to frame a letter 
from th0 college authont1es to the 
pupil ·· parents. j 

The draft of the letter will I 
be among the matters to be dis• 
cus eel by the executive council. 

0 DETAILS 

I 
Prof. C. P. Dent. principal of 

tl1e college, said t..o-day that no 
details could be disclosed of the 
senate rneetmg. 

The dec1s1ons taken to-morrow 
bv the executive council would be 

1 

conveyed immediately to the ; 
Minister of Education. Arts and 1 

Science (Mr. J. H. V1ljoen>, he • 
said. 
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Fort Hare ·o decide today 

what ste11s to take 
DURBAN, Tuesday. 

THE EXECUTIVE COUNCIL of the Fort Hare non-Euro-
pean College at Alice will decide tomorrow what 

step.::. it will take to deal with the •'subversive elements" 
whose recent activities led to the expulsion of the college's 

360 students. 
The college senate, which has 

among Hs member· .ome of the 
college·s non-European teacher~·. 
met yesterday to frame a letter 
from the college authorities to the 
pupils' parents. The draft of the 
1 •tter will be among the matters 
to be discus.:ed by the executive 
cou~cil. 

Profes. or C. P. Dent. principal 
of the collegP, said today that nu 
details could b., disclosed of the 
c:nall m ding. The decisions 

tak n tomon ow by the executive 
council 1oulJ. be conveyed im ­
m diatt Jy to thE- Minister of Edu­
cutio11, ·Arts and Science (Mr. 
v'il.,oe>n). he ·aid. 

 

 



WOENSDAG, 11 MEI, 1955. 
DIE WESTELIKE STEM 

NA TURELLE-UNIVERSITEIT I Di~ Minister het_ g~se dat aaar 
onm1skenbare getmems is van die 

GESLUIT WEENS 1 bestaan van 'n geheime gesag, 
·vat ,somtyds die ,,koukus" ge­
noem word, binne die studente­
raad van die kollege. ONDERMY ING 

DIE ... UNISTER VAN O~"DERWYS, M:NR. J. II. VILJOES, I ,,Die bevele van die koukus 
HET '•. VERKL,\RING IN DIE VOLK RAAD GEDOE,1N OOR word gehoorsaam hoofsaaklik 
DIE TYDELIKE SLffiTING VA · DIE u. 'IVER ITEIT KOL· , eens ,·rees vir Uggaamlike ge-

l 
meldpleging en antler vorms van 

LEGE VIR NATURELLE TE FORT HARE. intimidasie, en hierdie bevele 

Daar be taan rede om aan te I moet word nie; _ dit is d~ar?m dat I word eerder gehoorsaam as die 
neem dat die Regering die insi- die Regermg die saak m n ern- van die saamgestelde owerhe1d 

d t 

. , t· li b k stige lig beskou. I a:1 die kollege. , 
en m n ern 1ge g e ou, D. M. • t f d" R • ,, I . . ' . . . ,e ,ms er o ,e egenng ,.De gen'~ •as dat die uden-

, eral omdat d1t n aandwdmg 1s het egter niks met die sluiting t d • 
1 

d a· e on er 1nv oe van 1e oukus 

,·an wat vandag in sogenaamde van die kollege te doen gebad met wanpraktyke begin het soos 

intellektuele kringe onder die nie. geweldpleging met die doel, om hui/ Fort Hare is 'n outonome lig- wil op die kollege-owerhei af te I 
nantoe-bevolking aangaan. gaam onder beheer van sy eie kol- dring. 

Blykens 'n verklaring wat die legeraad en dis hierdie raad wat 
I rinsipaal van die kollege, prof. \

1

besluit bet om die werksaambede ,,Die buikot van die gra e-pleg­tigheid, wat op las van 'n onwet-

C. P. Dent, uitgereik het, sou aan die kollege te skors. Die eer-
a r bewys bestaan dat daar on- ste wat mnr, Viljoen van hierdie tlge vergadering ged •n i , is nog 

t h 
'n' voorbeeld van_ die inv oed wat 

d r die studente aan die kollege stap verneem bet, was oe Y tt 
die koukus op die optr Jde ,·an I 

'n geheime gesag is, wat somtyds deur dr, T, Alty, voors! er van • 
studente uitoefen. bit is met 

die "koukus" genoem word. I die raad en prinsipaal van d 1 
voorbedagte ra e g oe om die 

Hierdie "geheime gesag" moe- Rhodes-kollege, per te egram in 1 h ·a • 

I t. 
- d d' k 11 kol ege-ower e1 m ·e I verleent-

di er die studente aan tot wanor- kennis ges el 1s at 1e o ege 
1 

1 
a· beid te ste en om ·e olleg • 

de:il·hede, met die gevolg dat 'n gesluit is en dat '.n vole ige ver- diskrediet te bring." e m 

toestand ontstaan bet wat as slag aan die M1mster gestuur sal , 

,,ondraaglik" beskryf word. lword• 1· r----=====:..:- -~-j 
Die aanduidings is dus dat bier- Die posisie by die kollege was 

die ,,geheime gesag" in sy wese dat daar a~nhoudelike pogings I 
'n Kommunistiese sel is. I aangewend 1s deur die geheime 

1 "koukus" om die gesag van die 

Daar bestaan alle rede om aan \ k 11 d t d in a· tu 
te neem dat die gebeure aan Fort O egeraa e on er yn, ie -
Hare aan niks anders as Kommu-1 dente afvallig te maak en d1ssi-

nistiese bedrywighede toegeskr tf pliene in die wiele te ry. 
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1 
Fo1t Hare. 

-l1ou1 tall~ 
The Executive Council of the 

Fort Hare non-European C l1ege 
at Alice ::pent more than three 
hours to-day di~cui;smg the events 
which led to all 360 students beini 
expelled 

The Council adJourned for lunch 
1thout completing the statement 

which is to be sent to parents 
before the . tudents are readmitted. 
The C unc1l vas expected to re­
main in session un!1l " p.m, 

'EWS 
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HINDUST1u'1" TllIES,New Delhi 

1 1 AY 955 

'Secret Authority' Within 
Student Body 

REASON BEHi D CLOSURE OF 
FORT HARE 
By CYRIL DU ~ 

" Oh erver ·• Service 
JOHANNESBURG, . ay J 0. 

p ... Balhol ttamous Oxford University college) had been 
closed without warning by armed police from Oxford, 

and the nearby towns of Reaaing • and Didcot and alJ the 
udents abruptly ~ent down. the stunning effect could 

not have been greater in England than the news last week 
from Fort Hare has been for all educated Africans here. 

Fort Hare. the university college 
for Africans near the town called 
Alice in the eastern province of the 
Cape, has been forcibly hut down. 
Under an escort of armed police 
from all the neighbouring town­
ships, the entire student body of 
400. most of them Africans but some 
Indian , have been put aboard 
6peci.al trains and packed off home 

The dP.cision is that of he exe<..-u­
tive committee of the college coun• 
cil. according to a statement issued 
by Prof. C. P. Dent, the principal, 
'the reason given is that •· a ecret 
authority " exists within the tu­
oent body. Instructions issued by 
this underground caucus, backed up 
by threats of physical violence and 
other !orms of intimidation, have 
been obeyed by the students rather 
than instructions issued by the con­
tituted authorities of the college 

l&BEGULABMETHOD 
·• The result ha been that the 

tudents have resorted to irregular 
method. uch as boJcotts, threats 
and eVPU violence with a view to 
the acceptance of their ill by the 
college autho1ities .• , ays Prof. 
Dent. A situation has developed 
vithin the college, the Prof. adds, 

which is destructive of freedom oi 
opinion and action, and ha~ be­
come intolerable. 

A r.:,cent g.raduation ,;eremony 
wa boycotted on m truction froTTI 

t
thi ·• ecret authority," the ·tat • 
ment goes on The boycott wa deli­
berately dcsi ned to embarrass the 
college authorities and bring cii -
credit on the college. 

11 activities of the college have 
been ~uspended "for the present." 
The readmission of individual stu­
dents will be considered in due 
course 

Fort Hare was opened in 1916 and 
.. o is, by African standards, vene­
table. It occupies a special plac 
in the hea1 ts and minds ot all edu-

1 
cated Africans in the Union. if only 
because it is where most of the 1 
took their degrees. It goes in mam-
ly for arts degrees and for teacber 
training. It stands within a mile or 
two of Lovedale, the historic educa­
tional centre founded by the Chu ch 
ot Scotland in 1841. 

The first reaction of a leading 
White educationalist here to the 
news was to describe it as "a stag­
gering confession of failure with­
out precedent in the history of 
South African education." 

• BLACK ATIONALI T • 
"lt is true that Fort Hare has 

been breeding BJiack nationalists for 
some time," he said, "but so have 
lots of other places in South Africa. 
For ten years past it has been 
known that the student body there 
haq been in an aggressive frame of 
ntind towards Whites and towards 
thP. Government, both of the college 
ud of the country. Some students 
have adopted a Black African na­
tionalisni in its least attractive 
fcmn. When the- Liberal Party 
speakers went there not long ago, 
tJaey found the students unwilling 
even to listen to them. But to close 
the place down because the authori­
tiP.S cannot cope with some extre­
mism in the student body shows a 
bankruptcy ot ideas on human rela­
tions." 

The boycott. as applied by 

tudent body, is a traditional form 
of African prote t. It was applied 

hen the Governor-General, Dr 
Emest J.an~en. visited Alice and the 
i:tudents were required to line the 
route and cheer. 

A former student at Fort Hare 
.said the so-called ·• secret autho-
.it~" existed in th~ college when 

1 was there and was well known. 
He think that today it represents 
tfle outlook of the African Nationul 
Congress Youth League, influenced 
a little by a Trotskyist organization, 
called the Son of Young Africa. 

The unanswered question at the 
moment is, of course, bow far the 
.. ~ationalist Goven1ment is concern­
ed in this dra. tic action. It has come 
r.ard on the heel of the ruthle s 
Government decision to expel near­
t 4.000 Transvaal African children 
for boycotting the new system of 
Bantu education, and dismiss 120 
African teachers. The Government's 
cletermination to crush all resist­
ance to the new form of eduo3tion 
h epparen and they are at least 
unlikely to deplore the evident in­
tention to weed all "wisuitable" 

uden out of Fort Hare. The 
presence of armed police and the 
kying on of special trains to t.:ike 
t 1e student home, does not uggest 
that he college authoritie. acted 
alone.-Copyrig,1t 

., 

 

 



although rhe College authorities 
speak of some secret organisation 
within the student body who h 1d 
been exerting their will through in­
timidation, and in defi rnce of the 
authorities. l'b 1t IS a \Tt:iry serious 
charge, and, if proved, warrants the 
expulsion of thb rcb l :icudents. Ex:­
pulsiou wou!d be the C'lur~e follow­
ed in similar circumst::1 nces in an v 
scholastic institution anywhere in 
tne world. 

_ , an • on, author of 
''Cry tna Bjloved Cu110try." 

In 1922 be was appointed a lee· 
turer ir1 physics and ch ·mistry at 
.h'ort Ha,e, which was then only five 
years old. 

It has been sc1iJ that during his 
whole a~s >ci..1.tion with the College 
he has 111c,re than anybody ehe been 
r •spJnsi'lde for the eJC.p.rnsi,J.7 u:ld 
improveL"')Sat of culturc:1.l iuteres~s 
am')11g tba studen•s. 

''Fort !iue 1s d tforent from other 

The Fort Hare Episode. 
SOME OUTSIDE COMMENT 

-------------------

The closin~ of the University 
Colle~e of Fort H re by the Govern• 
icP U JU uil I -st Wedn~st:a.y has 
hi ~,1 a 8 ,ihjJc~ of public intAr~s 
11 ruu h.)ut the country, and has 
b~en : matter of comment in the 
P .. r1~ ere a re two from Bord~r r s~. 
pJpers that mas be of ioterest, 

~,ORT HARE MYSTERY. 

'l h. hr ak l,>·:vn at the Uuiverl-lity 
Col!1,g ot lfort H ir th iii week 
ag i11 m de unln,ppy news about 
S ,u•h Afr CJ, on front p-igts around 
the world. 

N >b dy ,10 d bJ surpri,rnd at 
thip \V 1011 a univ ,r ity anywhere 
is :udd .nly clo td and all. t~1e 
students ire >r J r d t > g,> bo'lt'3 it l 

emphasising, if not indeed glamori_s 
ing the rebe's, when on their 
account, the authcritias close dowu 
tbe whole institution ? . 

It is unfortunate, and p_atently 
purely coincidental that this Fort 
Hare incident has followed so close; 
ly the applicatio~ of Dr. Verwoerd s 
c0ntroversial policy oo Bantu ed_u­
ca.t1on, and the Mini~ter's recent 1~• 

slructious to L n fur ever fro111_ tberr 
"hools the children involved in the 

~~ycott in the ·rransvaal. Overseas, 
at leas1 they will add two and two 
a"d m~ke lnlf a d z ~n, an-cl th?se 
w·t10 h1ve nu ;:ffjc.i rn for th~_U_o1on 
m'lY even sugg .. st that the . 1 Huster 
w 8 lo·,king for an flXCuse to clo~e 
d n Fort H arE. {v e know that ~s 0 

'!v • d cr-untrue. of Cl>urse, for it w~s. a e 
• of lhe Colleae authont1es and sron "" h t : 

not of the G ,,vernmen t, but w a . 
m iterial for oropaganda b-i8 been 
giv~n to tbos(-j who will make full 
use of it I 1 

Wh tever way it is looked at, t e 
incident is a most unbappy one, but 
we hope that sufficient note has bee!1 

n vi;s ever) where, And whtm Lhe 
dil'lmi al is O irrred o.ut ic1 the _Pre­
sa, ce of arm d poi1ce,. specially 
sum,.oon d f r the occa..ron, PE.V>~le 
must inevitably conclude th~t a~,atrs 
h ve ta ken a gr ve tu_rn. I 1_1a.t 
mu t have bten th~ HI~p~o 13Aiou 
created in the minds of mr_llio.ns of 
new~paprr rehders and radio hste~­
ers by· the news from Fort Hare this 

t ken of the promise of the author1. 8 
d • • f stu• ties to crJnsider rea m1ss1'>'1 ° . Ji 

dents (rnnocent ones presumably) l~j 
due course,-Queenstown Represen 
tativr-. 

w tk. . . 
Thus it is do irable that the Mm• 

ister of E luc ll in or th e UniverAity r1·he College Principal 
College Uou:iCll should make a full 
statem(-Jnt 011 the whole affair s0011, 

and clear up particularly the rnys-
tt ry surrnunchng the allegld secret 
stLldeut orga11is ition. 

:::,i:,v-,ral q w. tions cal I for_ answers. 
Why has It not been p_oss1bl~. so far 
to 1d1rntify memberP of the secret 
student caucu " which is accused of 
undermihrng t 11e University College 
admini:,tutiun ? W ~Y is it_ th at ~II 
the many stt2di:,uts rnterv1ew"d rn­
dependently in E st Lon dun ar t.l 
Port Eliz 1.beth so far deuy aU know­
ledge of such a secret organisation 'i 
::3urely there must be some among 
thtm with a sense of responsibility_, 
who would not be deterred by fear or 
,•ictimi ation fr,nn telling t.he truth? 

AN APPRECI'~TION. 

Under the heading ''He Works fo~ 
Fort Har~ and the Bantu People, 
R. K. }{. M. writes in the Cape 

Argu::i :-

In Cape Town to-day is Prof. 
Uliff .1rd Parker D~nt, wh? ha~~~~~ 
intinut'3ly counected w_1tb 

• II his l1f6 ard is now one Pd uc1.L1 n a · h t -
f tt ~ c~11 t ra I ti.{u res 111 t e em 0 1 

1 • (>t.i;'ortHarc,U111vt,r-porary c 0s10~ 

sit Y Uullege for non-~llroffpAa_ns. but 
R.:tther tdiy and se1f e IJ?Ing! tnds 

holding strong pnnci~les, his fr1 . . 

e 
8 

" 
t 
h 
h 
s 
t 
t 

Howt!ver, tbe expu'sion of the in­
nocHnts aloug witb tbe guilty, the 
exuul ion of the intimidatt.d aiong 
with the int1midators requires fur­
ther exp ani-\tiori, and will not be 
readily under ·tood without it. Stu. 
dent~ evArywhere are inclined at 
times to be rebellious. How often 
the overseas Cci.bles report a student 
riot or student strik.;. The conse­
quence is al m J t invariably an in­
quiry foll0wed. wherf' necei!sary, by 
d1sciplin ,ry acti'>n, including tb9 
etputsion of the ringleaders. Tb-~ 
rnterpretatilJn of th~ rAport from 
F Jrt H ,re iA that there I a small 
g-roup of students whu call them­
selves a ''caucus." who dra dom1n;:1.t­
iug the docile and innocent majority. 
'i'he "c~ucus" was presumably re-
8ponsible for the semi-boycott a few 
days ago of tbe College's graduation 
teremonv. They deserve to ba 
licked out. But i1 it not over• 

oulleges," s:1ys Prof. Dent, "1:1a9 

mLtcb as so many of our students 
are far older <1nd rn ·>re m1ture than 
the average, a.nd in many cases they 
are men and wvmen who have 
s ·ruggleu duri g the euly put r,f 
thair adult lives to save enough 
m )tiey to further thoir educ il1on tJ 
uriiveri;iity standar~" 

I 1s 11.Jl;i..;u a t-uzz!rn~ utfau. All 
reasonat,\e people will accept tbat 
the executive committee memb1:Hs 
felt th1;3y had no alternati-,e but to do 
as they did-apparently with the 
approval of tht:1 st1mor non White as 
well as White members uf the st.a.ff. 

L __________ ===-'--""""'""T1 Ulearly the conduct of some students 

placed an intolerable strain on the 
authorities. 

he will al wa~ s oo what he s1~ 
~:~ely believes is right_ an~ what 1; 
btist for the futur" of Fort a.re an 
for the dantu peop_le as a9w~~lI~opo, 

He wa'3 app'lint•1d Profe~~rnr of 
Chi:3 ·11i:1try at F >rt Hire in 19H and 
wc1s a.pporntAd pri:1cip:.\.l nine years 
later. 

''I am not the only one in my 
fa.mil v interested in 8 i.ntu educ i.­
tion," he says. "1 '.Iy eld~r br.Jth H, 

R'J.ilton, iit the Chief lnspector of 
Native Education 1n N ata.l, and a. 
younger brothAr, Geor~e, is an 1 ·1-

spector in the sc:1.rne department.'' 
Apa.rt from his intereets at Fort 

Hare, he is a member of the Govern­
ing Uonncil of Kingswood Coltegi 

Continued in 11ext oolt.uua 

'f HE F0Rl' HARE EPISODE. 

and is al w a governor of ths mis­
sionary eriuc~t.ional institutions at 
L ·wt!dale and H •a.ldtown. 

He was a keen ru~by player. h3ing 
capped for N.(J .0. in 1921. ·•sut.'' 
hB say~ a little ruefully, ·' l' m afraid 
l'cn a little old for it now. I would 
hwe liked to s~e th Pr,wi111e i:t\lne 
this afternoon, but I sh:1Jl h lV ~ t 1> fl\/' 
b:1ck ti) Alice alrno3t imm~d1atttly." 

Of his twin s Jns, who bath fought 
through W1>rli War II as fight, r 
pilots in the 8,A,A.~'., only one has 
folio .v 3J in his father's fo.Jtstepi. 
Ha is tea0hing in N c£tal; the otlle( 
is a veteri'la. ry surgeo11° 

But the U,1iversity College 
authorities owe it to themeelves and 
to South Africa to speak more fully 
and frankly about the developments 
last February, March and April that 
culminated iu the decision last 
Tuesday to di>imisa all 364 students 
the n xt day, with the police stand­
ing by.-Eveniug Post (Port Eliza­
beth,) 

DRASTIC STEP AT FOH'l' 
HARE. 

He was born rn 18J a . [DIS 
N tal the son of a Method~~t d 
sionar'y, the Rdv. Uha.rle.:i. E :~re 
()en t who was for 13 years in ct_h g1·n 

• M. • sta 100 of th~ N ongoma. 1ss10u 

Zululabd. b f re the 
"!'hose were the days e o D nt 

" Prvf. 0 , national road, uye dc&ys 
"and it- sometime~ took u1:1 fo~:agoo 
to cove.r 25 miles IO a dont~y I,, 
o i our way to boarding sc ooh. Ma· 

His education began a_t t ~ after 

ritz'mrg UoNlltgel aCJii~~~s\rt;u~ollege 
a year t -1ta · &bodes, 
(now Natal University), at h l r of 
wbt,re he gra.duated as a Bae a o 
Science in 1920 •. 
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Fort Hare Students 
To the Editor, Dd ~ Tiis1>atch. 

Sir,-Fort Hare stu 
ltns been misrepresented. in the 
Press. In your issue of May 5 it is 
reported that at Fort Hare there is 
a secret society called "Caucus." 
This we deny emphatically. 

In a statement published by the 
college governing council it is 
alleged that there is provision for 
"proper channels of communication 
between students and recognised 
authorities ... for any representa­
tions through their properly elected 
representative ." This statement 
i • shocking to us who heard the 
principal say that w1lat has been 
passed by the governing bodies 
of the college cannot be ques­
tioned by tudcnts. This was when 
lie announced the regulation about 
fraterni atiou with t4e women. 
\\ hen we requested an emergency 
mass meeting of students on this 
regulation, the principal rejected 

l this. 'I his is the only way through 
which we make our wi hes known 

1 
to the college authorities. This 

I refusal, therefore, hows that there 
1 are, in fact, no ''recognised proper 
I channel " for us to make known 
I our grievanees. This is not the 
'only time that we have been frus-
trated by the college authorities. 

\Vhencver the student body has 
disagreed with the authorities, it 
has done so as a mass. Whenever 
a decision has been taken to do 
something, it has always been a 
majority decision of the students. 
At the college, the principal es 
not al1ow freedom ot opinion :for 
he prevented us from pressing 
our views. 

The boycott of the graduation 
ceremony has not been by any 
secret authority. It was an 
e.·pression of the feelings of the 
whole student body after the 
"proper channels ' had been clo ed. 

We lrnve been dis atisfied with 
the food; and remarks that it i8 
better than what we get At our 
homes have reached us. MaDy 
-students ha e been expelled from 
the coll ge on su pieion and this 
the tudent.a re eat.-I am, etc., I 

STUDE. ·T, K.W.T. 
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THE 
'' 

TRUTH .ABOUT 
SECRET CAUCUS '' 

,v1THOUT any warning, the principal of Fort Hare Unh'ersity called i 1 armed police and 
announced last week that the university had been closed and the tudents sent home. 

The pretext for this incredible action was that a group of student called "the i,;aucus" 
was alleged to be intimidating the tudents. o evidence of thi , va given. 

HERE, IN A TELEGRAM FROM PORT ELIZABETH, THE EW ous occa i n,;. 
AGE CORRESPONDENT GIVES THE FACTS AND BA 'KGROU D PER IISSIO. \\ 

o v h1,; ludent then called a ma ~ 
TO THE SHUT-D \ • m 'Cling outsid._ the colleg carnpu · 

On Friday, 29th April, student::; I to go. 'J he women demanded a and there de ided to hoycolt the 
at F rt Hare Univer ity College ma ~ meeting. graduation ceremony as a protest 
staged a complete boycott of the ag, inst the banning of their med-
graduation ceremony. s a re ult S.R.C. PROl fS I' 111g . 
the Executive of the go, crning l h tudcnts· Rep re cntati, e 'I he .1{.C. resigned as a 1>rote~t 
council decided to suspend all col- • d against the rmumer in \\hich the ·1 f h • ounc1I, 111 accor ance ith coll ge lege activities unt1 urt er notice. Senate treated i • representations 

These events are a reflection of rule , rcquc tcd a meding from the uni thus undermined ito; authority 
the utter failure of the authoritie Untver ity ·cnate and submitted an among stu tents. • 
to isolate African students from agenda a has happened on numer- (C ntinucd on page 8) 
socia nd politi.-al trends in the 
country generalJy. 

CAUSE OF BOYCOTT 
The immediate cau e of the boy- • 

cott arose in connection with a 
change of rule at Elukanyis\.\cni , 
the w men's residence. here had 
for some time been tension bet\.\ecn 
women stu ntc; -and the authoritic 
who tended to regard the women 
contemptuously a· school girl . There 
vas particular anger at the attempt 

to prevent the men and women stu­
dents from meeting normally. Until 
recently men were allowed to vis_it 
Elukanyisweni between five and six 
in the afternoon and seven and 
eight in the evening. Suddenly, 
without consultation, the rule was 

• 

FORT HARE CLOSED 
(Continued from page 1) 

!though attendance at graduation atta(.;hed to the Alice police. 
1 oluntary the Senak and part1cu- early last year these have 
larly th principal v.erc hocked at detailed to watch the tudents. 
the cffo 1venc s of the boycott. The 
public and Pr did not notice 
there \V a bo cott a \ 1 itor and 
graduate filled the gr duation hall. 
but the principal did. He appealed 
to the Governing ouncil Executive 
v. hich promptly dccidc<l to clo e the 
c liege temporarily. 

InCC 

been 

altered and cial visit ,vcre pro- In it tatement the .,ouncil attri-
hibited alto her. buted the boycott to a .. secret 

Ba ·ically difficulties at Fort 
Hare are due to attempts to pro­
duce men who will pa sivcl. 
accept the social forms of a de­
caying segregated society. The 
authorities arc unwilling to accept 
the inc, itability of change and 
~uc bewildered by the b4?haviour 
of tho e "' om they regard a 
wards. The panic measures of the 
Governing Council are the only 
remedy they can think of. 

The wome students "ere par- uthority'' influencing the tudent 
ticularly incensed becau ·e this through iolence and intimidation. 
meant that for all practk.ll pur­
po ·cs they were shut up in their 
hostel from ix in the evening 
u ,Ics there was an even in~ f unc­
tion to which they ere allowed 

1 hi • i a t) pical statement of 
all authorities in South Africa 
t -day "hen faced with the re­
action of Africans to unju t treat­
ment. The truth is that .o;ince 1948 
the dministration at the college 
ha e vie ed the actions o( the 
African people generally and the 
students in particular through the 
jaundiced eye cf ationali t civil 
servant·. 
Ordinary student complaints arc 

seen a part of the libcrat' n 
struggle of the African people. 
Ca'.'>ual rcmar of student re re­
garded a confirming e 1dcnce o( 
simster plots of f ncan a 10n Ii t 
and Communists to capture Africa. 
What in other univer ity lieges 
\'iould be d1 mis ·ed a tudent talk 
is magnified by conscience-stricken 
authoritie beyond alt proportion. 

OUTSIDE SPEAKERS 

Io 1,;ountcr the de, clopment of 
the d rnocrat1c movement nu side 
peaker lia\e hccn hrought in. At 

one uc, mectrng, over a month ago, 
• 1oral-Rearmament men including 
Selope hema were loud y booed by 
the tudent . At uch m cting m re 
often than not student are not given 
the chance to reply. II a pcaker 
speaks the people's language,atternpts 
arc made to q alify and chscredit 
his p • The absence of genuine 
foru f student opinion and 
sliflin of ch meagre one as do 
exist 1rtually driven tudent 
politics o the campus. Meeting 
are openly held out • cgc 
ir en 
th 

....._ __ ~ 4'. - - ~·~ .... ""-' ..... he 
I ' • C 

Senate are pcrhap wbat i•· ref erred 
to in the sensational G >vernin~ 
Council sfatement as the ' secret 
caucus" organi ation. 

SPECIAL BRA. <.:H 

They hope to weed out trouble­
maker , but their problem goes 
deeper. What the college need· in 
it· directing bodies is big men not 
men v-. ho approach the problem of 
Fort Hare as one of protecting the 
c liege by ingratiating themselves 
wi h the present apartheid govern­
ment, but men of courage, imagina­
tion and purpose-men who arc for­
\.\ard-looking and arc prepared to 
lead the college out of the rut into 
which it is _getting itself, to join the 
march of the common people the 
world over again t racial bigotry. 
obscuranti m and reaction, for free­
dom, humani m and ciencc. 

This idea of secret subi ersive , 
organisation probably emerges from 
and is certainly encouraged by 
pecial branch men of the C.I.D. 
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FORT HARE 
ACCORDING t0 a news re-

port, the Governing· Coun­
cil of Fort Hare University Col­
lege plans to take "all reason­
able means" to disc.over the 
names of the students respon­
sible for the recent alleged 
subversion and intimidation at 
the College and to exclude them 
trom re-admission when the 
Colleg·e re-opens probably b~· 
July 1, and also, decided to ap­
point a two or three-man Com- 1 P 

mission to look into conditions of 
life and work at the College. e 

Members of the Commissio-n ~ 
e 

would not be ntembers of the a 
College or the Colleg·e Council. 

The order of importance of 
the deci ion eem to us to be, 
first!. , that an endeavour will 
be made to re-open. the College 
by .July; secondly. that an in- t 

dependent Commi. sion will be ./ r 
appointed; and, thiroly, those 

I 
c 

students responsible for the in.-
0 

cidents which led to the closing-I 
of the College will not be re­
admitted, the latte1· being the\ 

l 
most delicate anrl onerous oil the j 
tasks that face the Coll ge 1 

I 
authorities. I 

It i. imperative that the Col-
1 lege should be re-opened at the l 
, earliest opportunity as a matter 
of prestige a cl intere t of tho e 1 

tude,1ts w~ had notltin•~ to do 
with the reasons for its closing 
temporarily, and that academic 
studies should be interfered 
with as little as pos ·ible. It is , 

I equally imperative that disci- , 
plinar:r action must be taken 
again.st th-0se undermining· ('Oil- 1 
trol, and an effort ma.de to traee 
tho e who e.·ercised what has 
been called secret authority 
through what is known as a 
Caucus; but it is of similar im­
portance th.it t.he strictest jus­
tice must be applied in the 
search for the culprits, and 
those who have th responsibi­
lity of this task are not t 0 be 1 

en.vied. 

I The most reassuring aspect of 
the Governing Council' deci­
sions is the willingness t0 allow 
people outside the College to 
look into conditions of life and 
work there. If the Council was 
satisfied that the dedsion to 
close down temporarily was 
justified, there was no need to 
appoint such a Commission; but 
the fact that the decision ha 
been made ugge ts that the 
Council is anxiou for inde­
pendent advice and welcomes it 

1 
\\-ith a view to seeing if any sug- l 
gestions can be made w:here b 
~ ~n 

ti 

methi g 
which will improve well-being 
at Fort Hare or it may not; but 
it is the happiest phase of 
an incident that has Jeft a note 
of sadne • among those who 
ha v,e a warm regard for Fort 
Iare and the splendid work it 

has accomplished. And the note 
ill be mo t poignant amon 

the large number of edu('.ated 
fricans who regard Fort Har 

as their spiritual home and who 
are to-day endeavouring t0 im- 1 

T>lant its traditions among t'beir 
people. 
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FORT HARE 
MAY N 

JULY I 
ALICE. Thursday. 

T HE Governing Council of Fort 
Hare Univer ity College for non­

Europeans is to notify paren of 
students that the CoDeae will be re­
opened as soon as possible and that 
this might be done by July 1, says 
an official statement released here 
today by Professor C. P. Dent, prin­
cipal of the College. 

The College was closed clown last 
week by the Council's executive com­
mittee because of the alleged existencei 
of a secret ••caucus" which intimidated 
students and caused them to defy 
properly constituted authority. 

Today's statement says the Gov­
ernina Council met yesterday and re 
aolved to confirm tbe aQtion of the 
executive committee which suspend'ed 
all activities of the Collep. 

It also resolved to approve the fol­
lowing notice to be ae8' io paren : 
"It i tho intention of the -Oovernina 
Council to reopen the College as 
soon as possible and it is felt that 
tbi 1d be possible by July 1. 

"Oovemin1 Council ha the right 
to ref'Qle admission for regi9tration or 
re-repstration to any student if it 
corisiden such action in ttie intuest 
of the College."--&apa. 

 

 



DIE VADc:-n, c.~~AND 

f 3 NAY 1955 

OPENING_ VAN 
FORT HARE 

DIE universitRitskollege m na­
turellt- Fort Hare, 881 waar-

skynlik weer lop t Julie heropeu 
I word. Die kollege is verlecle week 
I j gesluit weens die beweerde be-

I 
st.a.an van 'n ,,gehelme koukus" 
wat studente sou gedrelg bet en 

t hulle sou verpllg he.t om bevele 

I van 4te beheerraad te verontag-
saarn. 

I 
I Die beheerraad het hierdie 

week die studente se ouers in 
kennis gestel dat die kollege so 
gou r .t'lontlik heropen sal werd 
en dat die waarskynlike datum 
1 Julie is, berig SAP A. 1 

Die raad het besluit om 'n 
kommissie aan te stel om toe­
stande aan die kollege te onder­
soek en aanbevelings insakf' ver­
.,._,tP.tings te doen. 
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Fort Hare Might 
Reopen by July I 

Alice, Thursday. 
THt governing council of Fort Hare University College 

for. non-Europeans 'is to notify parents of students 
that tbe College will he reopened as soon as possible and 
that tbis might he done by July I, sa_rs an otlicial statement 
rele~d t;oday by Professor C. P. Dent, ~ipd of the 

The College was closed down Governing CoUBeil to .reopen the 
last week by the Council's exeeu- College as soon as possible and 
tive committee because oJ the it is felt that this should be 
alleged existence of a secret possible by July 1. ~ • 
"caucus" which intimidated "Governing Council ha;s the 
tudents and ~aused them f:o defy right to refuse admission fot 

property-constituted authority. registration or re-registration ~ 
Today's statement says the any student if it considers sucij 

Governing Council met yesterday action in the interests of th 
and r~lved to confirm the action College. 
of the executive co~!ll~ttee which "It is its intention, 1:>efore 
uspended all act1v1ties of the opening to adopt all reasonable 

College. mea1mre~ to discover the names 
It al so resolved to approve the of those st'tl<lents who have been 

following notice to be sent to responsible for th.e developm~nt 
parents :.......- . of pressure groups ~wi~~n ~he 

' 'It is the intention of the College, and for the mtUD:1da.t1on 
_ .,,,, __ __ __ __ __ -- _- _- _- _- _- _- .... - _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- _- .....,-1 and resistance to proper autho-

rity which have led to the pNaent1 
situation, .and to refuse .reA<i­
mission to them. 

''We have alr~ a comrider­
a ble amount of • information 
which it wouW have been impos-,i 
sible to get on Tuesday, May 3, 
owing to the fears of student& 
then in the College. We will 
require the co-operation of 
students who wish to return in 
the form of full information about 
the events of the past few weelts. 
It is still unfortunately necessary 
to protect students, so all infor­
mation received will be trea.ted as 
strictly confidential by the <:ommit­
tee appointed to dee.I with re­
admissions and will be carefully 
conside-red by that committee. 
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Fort Hare Open 
Dalk Weer Op 

I Julie 
ALICE. - Die bebcerraad nn die 

UniversiteitskoUege van Fort Hare 
saJ die ouers van studente so aou u 
moontlik in kennis steJ wanneer die 
kollege beropen en dat dit moontlik 
teen 1 Julie sal aeskied, lui 'n amp. 
telike verklaring wat gister deur 
prof. C. P. Dent, hoof van die 

t kollege. uitgereik is. 
Die kolleie is verled•· week gesluit 

nadat inligttng van die bestaan van 
'n beweerde • gebeime koukus wat 
studente intimideer, aan die 1ia ae-
kom bet. - (Sapa.) i 
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Fort Hare Sal I 
Heropen 

ALICE.-Die Raad van die 
Universiteitskollege Fort Hare 
vir nle-blankes sal die ouers van 
i-tudente in kennis stel dat die 
Kollege so gou moontlik sal her­
open-moontlik op 1 Julie-lUi 'n 
amptelike verklaring wat gister 
hier deur prof. C. P. Dent. hoof 

I van die Kollege, uitgereik is. 
Die Kollege is verlede week 

deur die Uitvoerende Komitee 
van die Kollegeraad gesluit. om­
dat daar sprake was van 'n ge­
heJm e ,,koukus'' wat die stucientf 
gei'ntimideer en aangemoedig het 
om die behoorlik-ingestelde ge­
sag te verontagsaam.-(Sapa.) 

 

 



FORT H~ARE 
OPEN ALLIG 

OP l JULIE 
ALICE. Die naad v,rn die 

Universiteits'kollege Fort Hare 
vir nie-blankes sal die ouers 
v.:i.n studente in kennis stel dR t 

Die I olkge is v r1 de vveck 
deur di Uitvocl'cnde Kom1t •e 
Voll di' KollcgetR.nd gc:;J111L om­
dfl t dc1ar spn1.ke wa::; van 'n 
g"IJC'imP lrntikus , 'Ht die stu­
d0.nte geintimidccr n ::ir1ng0.­
mo,...dig hct om die bchoorlik 
ingcsteldc g0.::;ag te verontag-
saam. (Sa.pa.) 

 

 



FRIDAY, .1 Y 13, 19.i5. 

Sun rLcs 6.51 a.m., ets 5.17 p.m. 

Lightin2 up time 30 minutes after 
j ■unset~ 

I=========== 
THE CLOSING OF 

FORT HARE 

We withheld comment on the 

I 
closing of Fort Hare University 

College when the news ·as made 

public be<.'ause we felt that the full 

facts had not been gi\·en and that 

it would be unfair to use the vague 

and unconvincing statement of the 

Executive Committee of the Collei:e 

Council a a ba is for eritici m. 

Even the rather foolish remark of 

the Prin ipal of Fort Hare, made 

as he left by air for Cape Town, 

that lie was puzzled by the amount 

of publicity gi'vcn to the news, did 

not "draw" u . \Ve "·ere determined 

to wait for the explanatory tate­

mcnt that was promised after 

Profe or Dent .had seen the 

. Iini ter of Eclueation and the 

Governing Council of the College. 

,- ...-- ., - - ":.---=-==--~-.~7 
r.. _ _' I 

. ---··· ;;,; ., 
statement by the Governin 

Council publi hed today. 

makes it quite 

Council hopes to collect cvirlcnce 

justifying its action (and 

former fear ) from the 

who are to be readmitted . 

the statement might be 

meaning that only those 
.·o explanatory ~tatement ha betn who are willing 

forthcoming, but the Governing 

Council ha now issued a statement 

announcing that the College is to 

be reopened and that a commission 

of inquiry will be set up to 

investigate the conclitions of life 

and work at Fort Hare and make 

any recommendations for their 

improvement con idered necessary. 

We have already said that the 

statement issued when the College 

information "about the events of 

the la t few weeks" (and informa­

tion satisfactory to the Principal) 

will be readmitted to the College. 

Thi , to our way of thinking, is an 

admi sion U1at the ollege Council 

had no hard facts to go upon when 
it clo ed the ollege and that it 

acted ha tily uncler the influence 
of rumour, suspicion and fear. To 
say the lea t, this 18 not an 
illustrious example of good govern-

ment. as closed was vague and 
If the Governing Council hacl 

unconvincing. We repeat it now.1 been aa satisfied with the action 

The closing down of a University of its Executive Committee as its 

College is an exceedingly serious 

and drastic step to take and if 

there were' eirchmstances at Fort. 

Hate which justified such a step, 

it should not have been impossible 

to give the facts-instances and 

details of insubordination, threats 

and use of violence -flupportiug 

the decision to close the College. 

o such facts and details were 

given. The statement issued alleged 

the existence of a de perate -state 

statement says, we doubt whether 
it would have de<'ided to have 
an investigation into conditions 
at Fort Hare conducted by an 
independent eommis ion. However, 
everyone interestecl-and particu­
larly the tu den ts-will welcome 
uch an inve tigation, for there 

are good groun,ls for the fear 
that the College authorities have 
ignored representations made to n 
them by tho tudents' Representa­
tive Council, and even prohibited s 
diacns ion by the tudeut body of 5 

matter of concern to it. 

of affairs within the College, caused 1-:......-~-~------~--~__.... 

by ome mysterious student body, 

but it was entirely unsub tantiatcd 

and neither the Principal nor 

members of the College Council 

would add a word of e planation. 

s a tatemen1 ju tifying the 

' . ...... . 
~ ...... JI········-··"'·-
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FORT HA E MAY 
REOPE 0 

JULY 1 
Ban On Alleg d 

Agitator 
ALICE, Friday. 

THE GOVERN! TG COUNCIL of Fort Hare Univer ity 
ColleO'e for Ton-Europeans i to notify parent • ()f 

tudent that the college will be reop ned as oon as po ible 
and that thi might he done by July 1, ay an official state­
ment relea ed here ye terday by Profe or C. P. Dent, prin­
cipal. The college wa clo ed down la t week hy the Coun­
cil' executive committee hecau e of the alleged exi tence of 

a ecret "caucu " which in­
timi<lated tudent and cau d 
them to defy prouerly con-
tituted authority. 
Yesterday's statement said the 

Governing Council met and re­
solved to confirm the action of 
the executive committee which 
su pended all activitie • of th 
college. It also resolv d to 
approve the following notice to 
be sent to parents: 

"It is the intention of the 
Governing Council to reopen the 
college as soon as possible :-md 
it is felt that this should b 
possible by July 1. 

"The Governin Council has the 
right to refuse admission for re­
gistration to any student if it 
considers such action in the in­
terests of the college. 

"It is the intention, before 
opening, to adopt all reasonable 
measures to discover the names 
of tho e students who have been 1 

re:,pon ible or the development 
of pressure groups within the 
college. and for the intimidation 
and resistance to proper authority 
which have l d to the present 
situation, .ind to refuse re­
admission to them. 

MUCH INFORMATION 
"We have already a consider­

able amount of information 
which it would have been im­
possib_le to get on Tuesday, May 
3, owmg to the fears of students 
then in the college. We will re­
qmre the co-operation of students 
who wish to return in the form 
of full information about the 
events of the past few weeks 
It is still unfortunately necessary 
to protect students, so all infor­
mation • received will be treated 
as strictly confidential by the 
committee appointed to deal with 
re-admissions and will be care­
fully considered by that com­
mittee. 

"If we receive that co-operation 
and are able to open by July 1 
students who have been guiltless. 
and those whose obedience to the 
boycott instructions has been 
their only offence, will have lo t 
one week of instruction and th€ 
mid-year examination which are 
not essential to their success. 
They should return to an atmos­
phere so much better suited to 
tudy as to more than compen­

sate for the time lo t. 
E PE E 

"Even the expens or their 
journey home and back will be 
for most, the same a the normal 
expense for the mid-year vaca­
tion. 

"We do ask also that those 
bodies which award bursaries do 
not take immediate decisions re­
gardin the withdrawal of their 
bursaries, but await the decision 
of the council regarding re­
admis ion.'' 

The council al o decided to 
appoint a two- or thr e-mar: com­
mission to look into th condition 
of life and work at th coll ~e. 
and to k any r mm nda­

.imp v ment . S, 
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READERS' OPIN/01.VS 

Nothing about the 
Fort Hare caucus 

To the Editor of the 
Evening Po8t 

Sir, - The information sup­
plied by the Governing Coun-

, cil of Fort Hare in its state­
ment or circular is surely very 
disappointing, since it is sup­
posed to supply facts which 
the whole country has been 
anxiously awaiting. 

In fact, the most important 
feature of the statement is the 
fact that it gives no informa­
tion on the verv issue which 
is said to have been the direct 
cause of the close-down -
namely, the existence of a cau­
cus or secret pressure group. 

No information whatever is 

could have resorted to a device 
such as this. " 

When are w to be given evi• 
dence of the . existence of a 
caucus-apart from the un1ub­
stantiated statements thus far 
issued? And now are we to 
check the evidence that ill give!, 
under such circumstances ? 

Thus far there seems to be no 
reason to disbelieve the con. 
stantly repeated stat-en1enta of 
students that no such secret 
pressure group exists, and it 
would appear that the clo111ing 
of the college was not merely 
unwise, but unwarranted. 

J. E. NEWTON. 
Porb Elizabeth. 

supplied on this point. which r------­
is the crux of the matter. It I 
is alleged that such a secret 
group exists, but no evidence 
is given to show that this is 
more than an allegation. When 
are we going to be given this 
necessary evidence? 

The tactic of admitting stu­
dents only if they are prepared 
to submit evidence that such 
a secret group exists is urely 
a form of blackmail. 

It is highly undesirable, 
especially as there are two dan­
gers attached to it: Students 
may well fabricate evid nee in 
order to make sure of being 
readmitted, and the fact that 
this evidence will be confiden­
tial means that there will be 
no possibility of checking 
whether this evidence is, in fact, 
correct. 

It is hard to believe that a 
person such as Professor Dent, 
whose integrity ii cepted, 

I 
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Fort Hare to reopen 
as soon as possible 

Right reserved to ref11se 
• • re-reg1strat1on 

ALICE, Thursday. 
THE governing council of Fort Hare University College 

for non-Europeans is to notify parents of students that 
the college will be reopened as soon as possible and that 
this might be done by July 1, says an official statement 
released here today by Prof. C. P. Dent, principal of the 
college. 

The college was closed down resistance to proper authority 
last week by the council's execu- which have led to the present 
tive committee because of the ,ituation. and to refuse re­
alleoed existence of a secret 1dmission to them. 
"catt'cus" whkh i n ti m i d a t e c 
students and caused them to def} 
properly constituted authority. 

Today's statement says thE 
governing council met yesterda:) 
and resolved to confirm the action 
of the executive committee which 
suspended all activities of the 
college. 

It also resolved to approve the 
following notice to be sent to 
parents: 

"It is the intenti n of the 
governing council to reopen th€ 
college as soon as possible and it 
is felt that this should be possible 
by July 1. 

''Governing council has the 
right to refuse admission for 
registration or re-registration tc 
any student if it considers such 
action in the interests of tht 
college. 

ALL MEASURES 
"It is its intention. before open­

ing. to adopt all reasonable 
mcusures to discover the names 
of those students who have been 
responsible for the development 
of pressure groups within the col­
lege, and for the intimidation and 

"We have already a considerable 
amount of information which it 
would have been impossible to get 
on Tuesday. May 3. because of 
the fears of students then in the 
college. We will require the co­
operation of students who wish 
to return in the form of full in­
formation about the events of the 
past few weeks. It i - still un­
fortunately necessary to protect 
students. so all information re­
ceived will be treated • as strictl.v 
confidential by the committee 
appointed to deal with re­
admissions and will be carefully 
considered by that committee. 

ONLY OFFENCE 
"If we receive that co-operation 

and are able to open by July 1 
students who have been guiltless. 
and those whose obedience to the 
boycott instructions has been their 
only offence, will have lost one 
week of instruction and the mid­
year examinations which are not 
essential to their ~uccess. They 
should return to an atmosphere 
so much better suited to study as 
to more than compensa tc for the 
time lost. 

"Even the expense of the ·r 
journey home and back will be 
for most the same as the normal 
expense for the mid-year v::ication. 

"We do ask also that those 
bodies which award bursaries do 
not take immediate decisions re­
garding the withdrawal or their 
bursaries. but await the decision 
of the council regarding re­
admission.·· 

The council also decided to 
appoint a two or three-man com­
mission to look into the condi­
tions of life and wor c at the 
college and Lo make any recom­
mendations for improvements. 
The members of the commission 
will not be members of the college 
or the college council. the state­
ment said.-Sapa. 
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FORT HARE TO 
REOPEN 

AL I CE. - The Governing 
Council of Fort Hare Univer­
sity College for non-Europeans 
is Jo notify parents of students 
that the College will be 
reopened as soon .as possible 
and that this might be done by 
July 1, says an official statement 
["eleased here yesterday by Prof. 
C. P. Dent. Principal of the 
College_ 

The Colle.e:e was closed 1,ast 
week by the Council's Executive 
Committee because of the 1 

alleged existence of a secret 
"caucus'' which intimidated , 
students and caused them to 
defy properly constituted autho­
rity. 

According to the statement. it 
was resolved to approve that a 
notic~ be sent to parents inform­
ing them about the reopening 
of the College and of the Coun­
cil's desire for full information 
from students regardinl:'! the 
events of the past few weeks. 
-(Sapa.) 
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An Inquiry at 
Fort Hare 

From Our CorreMpOndent 
Alice, Thursday. 

The Executive Council of the 
Fort Hare non-European College 
at Alice, plans to take "all rea­
sonable measures" to discover 
the names of the students res­
ponsible for the recent alleged 
subversion and intimidation at 
the college, and to exclude them 
from readmission when the col­
lege reopens, probably by July 1. 

This was decided at a meeting 
of the governing council yester­
day to discuss the, events at the 
College which led to the entire 
student body of 310 men and 50 
women students being expelled. 

The Council decided to appoint 
a two or three-man commission 

, to look into conditions of life 
and work at the college. The 
members will not be members of 1:> 
the college or the college council. 

0 
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Fort Hare will 
not readmit all 

ALICE, Thursday.-(Sapa). 
THE Governing Council of Fort Hare University 

College for non-Europeans is to notify parents 
of students that the cobege will be reopened as soon 
~ possible and that this might be done by July 1, 
says an official statement released here today by 
Professor C. P. Dent, principal of the college. 

The college was closed down 
last week by the council's execu­
tive committee because of the 
alleged existence of a secret 
"caucus" w'hich intimidated 
students and cause<f them to defy 
properly constituted authority. 

Today's statement says the 
Governing Council met yesterday 
and resolved to confirm the action 
of the executive committee which 
suspended all activities of the 
College. 

It also resot ed to approve the 
following notice to be aent to 
parents: 

"It is the intention of the 
, Governing Council to reopen the 

c.cllege aa eon u pouible, and it 
ia felt, that thia should be poaaible 
b~, July L 

Right to relll8B 
•~e Gover,uns Councll baa 

the right to refuae admfuion. for 
regiatnation or reNlittration to 
any student if Jt coulder• auch 
action in the intereata of the 
college. 

"It ia lta intention, beloN 
opening, to adopt all reuonat,Jie 
measure■ to diaco th 
of tho■e stud nta who ha n 
r aponiible for the c.tevelc,pll!Mtllt 
of preaaure p-oupa wltlun the 
colles , and for the intlnltldll~tn 
and reatatanoe to pr()per a • 

which have led to the pNfNnt 
tuatfon, and to Nfuae readmla-

"We have ~ a •halder-
able amount at f fornaation which 
lt would bave ~ lmpoalWe 
to pt on Tuesday, May I, owtn1 
to tile fear• of atudenta then In 
the collase. I 

C!Hf!!mtion 
"We will require the .--o,era­

tloo of dents who •!ah to 
r turn in the form of full 
information about the eventa of 
the put fe eeks. 

"It i& till unfW(unately 
neceuary to protect ataaenta, ao 
all tnf ermati n recei1/ed will be 
treated u trietly confidential 
b,- th• -eommittee a.ppoilited to 
deal with readmiaaiora& and wU1 
be carefully considered b7 that 
committee. 
"We C,O uk a.180 that tJaoae 

bedlea wbich award b1.lnlanll do 
take immediate deeiliona 

reprding the witlldra .... of their 
b ru.rtea., but await the dectaion 
of the council rea:ardtftJ re­
acSmiaion.'' 

Th• couacil afl,;, ctecided to 
appoint a two or three-man ~om­
Jm88l0lt to look into the coadl­
tlou ot life and work at ute 
COllea'e. 
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Fort Hare Closes Down 
THE MINISTER OF EDUCATION, ARTS AND SCIEN­

SE, MR. J. H. VILJ'OEN, IN A STATEMENT IN THE 
ASSEMBLY LAST WEEK ON THE CLOSING OF THE 
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE FOR NATIVES AT FORT HARE 
BY THE COLLEGE AUTHORITY, SAID HE HAD BEEN 
APVISED BY THE CHAIRMAN OF THE EXECUTIVE 
COMMITTEE OF THE COLLEGE COUNCIL, WHICH 
WAS AN AUTONOMOUS BODY AND IN WHICH THE 
CONTROL OF THE COLLEGE WAS VESTED, THAT AT 
A MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE • THE 
FOLLOWING RESOLUTION WAS TAKEN:~ 

'There has ~veloped un~ impossible to continue the 
mii;takable evidence of the work of the college under 
existence within the student present conditions. 
body of the college of a "'fhe executive -committee 
secret authority sometimes has therefore decided to sus­
refcrred to a·s the caucus pend all activities of the col­
whose instructions are obeyed lege for the present, and to 
by students, often through consider the read-mission of 
fear of physical violence and individual students in due 
other forms of intimidation, course.'' 
rather than the instructions WHY STEPS WERE TAKEN 
of the cbnstituted authorities The Minister said this re-
of the college. solution of the college autho-

"Thc result has been that rity was taken in terms of 
under the influence of the the university college under 
caucus the students have re- the Higher Education Act of 
sorted to irregular methods 1923. 
such as boycotts, threats and The rxncutive committee, 
even violence with a view to Council were delegated under 
the acceptance of their will to whom the powers of the 
by the College authorities. the scheme of government, 

~ 11 This has resulted in the de- resolved to take the<::e steps 
velopment of a situation to establish propct discipline 
within the College which is and to exercise Prt..HJet con-
destructive of freedom of trol. -
opinion. . "I can give the House the 
ACTION "INTOLERABLE" as~urance that the college 

"Action within the student will resume its activities at 
body has become intolerable. the earliest possible date after 
In con!:equence, the Students' the necessary steps have been 
R12presentative Council has taken to restore order" the 

- found it necessary to resign. Minister said. 
The boycott of the graduation Professor Dent told The 
ceremony carried out und~r Daily News last week that it 
instructions emanating from was the intention of the Col­
an unauthorised meeting is lcge authorities to reopen the 
anotlwr example of the in- Collcgt! as soon as possible. 
fiucncc of this caucus upon "This will have to be de­
students action, and was de- cidcd by the Governing 
liberatcly designed to Council. which has been sum­
embarrass the college autho- m01wd to meet so that the 
rities and to bring discredit whole situation can be dis-
on the college. {'Ussc•d in full," he said. "One 

''Further evidence has complicating facto, in the re- j 
come to light of the intention opening of the College i_s that) 
to continue what has be<. n the winter vacation 1s so 1 

describ .. :J as ."the struggle." n:: :rl.:y~thc middle of June." 
In view of this whole situa- Proi·essor Dent said that as 
tion, and after considering the students had been ex­
a report from the. College pdled they would )all have 
·senate the exeaut1ve com- to re-apply for admission. 
mi tee ~f the• Council has de- l'i one had done so yet. 
cided 1rmanimously that it is 
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'Disappointing' 
attempt ny 
Fort Hare 

council 
"The belated attempt lby the 

Fort Hare governing council to 
take all reasonable measures to 
discover the names of students 
responsible for the recent alleged 
subversion and intimidation at the 
college and to exclude them from 
re-admission when the college re­
opens is disappointing as all such 
efforts should have been made 
before penalizing most of the stu­
dents and causing widespread I 
hardship to parents and students ' 
alike," said Mr. Paul Mosaka, a I 
former Native representative 
councillor, in an interview with a 
representative of The Star today. 

" The suggestion that students I 
who wish to return to the college 
must fill in a form ~iving full 
confidential information about 
events of the past few weeks is 

I unworthy of the governing coun-
1 cil. ·• Mr. Mosaka. added. 

Extract from 

 

 



Extract from 
Ddiao Nation, Patna, Bihar. 

S Africa's Non-Whites' 
College To Reopen 

ALICE (Cape Province), May 
12: The governing council of 
Fort Hare-south Africa's only 
university college exclusively 
for non-whites said today that 
the college is to be reopened 
soon possibly on July one. 

The college was closed last 
Tuesday week because of the 
alleged existence of a secret 
"caucus" which il1timated stu­
dents and made them defy co 
llege authorities. 

The college principal, Profe-
ssor C.P. Dent. said in a state 
ment today that all expelled 
students who wish to ·return 
will be required to give "full 

information" on the events 
which led up to the closure.-R 1 

 

 



ITHUNGA UDUMELE EMASUMPENI. 
'• Ukuvalwa K we-Koliji Lase-Fort Hare 

NGOLWESITHATHU OLUDLULE KUSIHLWA SIFUNDE / kusivala isikole okwamanje. I 
IMIBIKO ESETHUSILE YOKUVALWA KWEKHOLIJI ELI- Kuyobuya kubonwe kamuva 
KHULU LABANTU LASE FORT HARE. ABALIPHETHE I ngokuvulwa kwaso. 
KUTHIWA BATHI BALIVALA NGOBA KUKHONA UM- Abafundayo bonke bathu: 
SHOSHAPHANSI WOMOYA OBUSA ABAFUNDAYO OKU- nyelwa emakhaya ekusem 
YIWONA BEWUTHOBELE NGAPHEZU KWABAKHULU I ngolwesi~hathu seku~h_andene 
BESIKOLE. amaphoyisa ehlome 1z1bhamu 

. ' nezipeneti amanye ephethe 
Bath1 lomoya yiwona osewu- qu. Kabazabaya kuwona a- lezi okuthiwa ngama Bren 

bang_ele ukuba abafundayo pa- bafundayo, ngak~o bathela i- guns. 
J1~omphe wona kunabaphethe kholiji nabaphath1 balo nga- Kodwa kakusukanga dwe­
lSlkoJe. Baduba nomkhosi o- mahloni nokudelwa. J shu. Abafundayo bayakuphi­
mkhulu wokuthweswa kwemi- Babona ukuthi isimo sesisi- ka konke lokho bathi kawu­
nyezane kwalabo abathola izi- bi ngangoba bacindezeleka u- kho lowomshoshaphansi. 

 

 



Extract from 
Indian Express. Madras. 

14 MAY 1955 
S. A OLLEGE FOR NON• 

WHITES TO RE-OPEN 
ALICE (Cape Province), May 12. 

The Governing Councii of Fort 
Hare-South Africa's Jnly unive1s1ty 
college exclusively {or ~1on-Wh!tes­
said today that the college is to be 
reopened soon, 99ssibly on July 1. 

The college wu • closed last Tuesday 
week because of the alleged exist.ence 
of a secret "caucus" wh,ch intimated 
students and made them defy- col­
lege authorities. 
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lnyewe Yakwa Nokholeji 
eFort Hare 

KGftyembelekile phandl'apha. 
A bafundi bamaphepha esiLu­
nou bothuswe knkuvela kwa­
ma gama amakhulu ephepheni 
abika udaba lokuvalwa kwe 
Ziko ekuphela kwalo le Mfu­
ndo Ephe.kamileyo yabanTsu­
ndu uNokoleji eFort Hare. Bo­
nke abafundi be Koleji le ba­
fodusiwe. inani labo lilonke 
ngama 400 olutsha nomthinja­
na. Kucaca ukuba bagoduswe 
nge gun.ya Ze Qumftf; lakwa 
Nokole;i ekuthiwa ~xecutive 
Committee. Kt£fi,ke indimbane 
vama Qafcamba ephuma kul8 

·UNOBANGFLA: 

lonke ele Mpumalanga, Bofolo. 
Cradock, Qonce nase Rim. e­
kuthiwa ebeze ngokuza kuqi­
nisekisa ukuba kungenziwa 
monakalo wa,ito ngaba fundi. 
Bathe ke bona bakuba bexe­
lelwe ukuba kufunek/J. beham­
bile bagoduke ngoko nangoko 
bawuthambela umyalelo ba­
butha okwabo baya.kukhwela 
ku loliwe eAlice. Angene na­
wo amaQakamba ku loliwe 
abakhapha okwesithuba esi­
thile ukuqinisekisa ukuba ba­
hambile nyani. 

thiwa yi "Stu,1ents' ReI'Se.senta-
lJnobangela ke ithi iExecutive tive Council" genxa yokuba i­

yakwa Nokoleji: "Isiseko sa- zicelo zabafundi ezihanjiswa li­
kwa Nokoleji silungiselele uku- lo aziviwa ngabaphathi, loo nto 
ba bathi ukuba bayakhalaza yenze ukuba bangathenjwa nga­
abafundi balinikwe ithuba lo- bo bafundi ekuthiwa bamele 
kwenjenjalo nokuba okhalazayo bona. 
uyed wa okanye, bakhalaza be- U h tlli k N k 1 • • 
bonke. Lithi izikbalazo ezm3· alo mp a wa wa o o e31 u-

khwele kwinqanawa yomoya 
zisoloko zithathelwa ingqalelo. ngolwe Sihlanu ukuya kudibana 
Ke ngoku kwa Nokoleji apha neziPhathamandla ze Mfundo e­
kuvele iQumru (caucus) labafu- Kapa ngawo· lomcimbi. Xa akh­
ndi elilaula into emayenziwe welayo uthe xa ancokola nom­
ngaba fundi abathi abangatbo- nye umntu wathi uyamangali­
belanga babe sencozini yoku- swa yindlela ebengezwe ngayo 
phathwa ngezandla Ieli qumru. lenkatbazo yakwa Nokoleji nga-

• o sa1amo • .il><IOln'.Al ku- J:'. a-n --ba 1 e. ~-
kuvela kwamasiko asecaleni a- lebuyile ke ngoku wnPbathi 
nje ngo kwayo nezisongelo kude wakwa Nokoleji eKapa waye 
kuye ekuphatheni ngezandla ethembisa ukuba uzakukhupha 
mgenjongo :,olruba kwenziwe in- intetho enencazelo epheleleyo 
tando yeli qumru ziziPhathama- ngesehlo esikokelele ekuvalweni 
ndla zakwa Nokoleji." komzi wase Fort Hare. 

Eyona nto ebonakele npme- I College Senate ibilindeleke 
hlo njengesiqhamo sell qumru ukuba ibidibene ngomVulo wa­
laba fundi, ngokutsho ke kwaba le "f'eki ize ilandelwe yi Govern­
Phathi, lukwayo lendibano yo- ing Council. 
ftiweso lwabafundi abaphume- IQoqo le Teachers' League of 
leleyo obelu ngolwe Sihlanu u- South Africa, eyi Ntlanganiso 
mhla 6 May, 1955, UDr. Alty, yee Titshala zabantu be Bala, i­
umPhathi we Dyunivesiti ka phumeze isigqibo sokuba bonke 
Rhodes eRini nguye obe onga- abafundi niebebuyiselwa kunga­
mele lomsebenzi ethwe$a abafu- bikho bakhethelwa ngaphandle. 
ndi. !Fort Hare le ngoku idibe- Lombutho uthethela egameni la­
ne ne Rhodes, iDegree zase Fort ba fundi be Bala abase Fort 
Hare zeze Bbodes Dyunivesiti Hare. 
UDr. Edgar Brookes wase Natal, Umbutho womzi oyi Kon~esi 
obekade engummeli waba Ntsu- yaba Ntsundu uthe abafundi ba­
ndu belo kwi Ndlu ye Ngwevu gxothwe kungabangakho zi 
eKapa, nguye obe sisithethi esi- charges ezicaclleyo, kc neoko i­
yala aba fundi. cela ukuba makunyul we iQumru 

Abafundi kwelabo icala, eku- lokuphanda isizekabani sale 
buzwe kubo ngamaphepba-nda- nyewe. 
ba, bayaliphika ell Qv.mru laba- Lomcimbi uwonke sowufikele-
flmdi ekuthiwa lisebenza emft- le ezindlebeni ze Palamente a­
hlakalwem elichazwa ngama pho umPhathiswa weMfundo u-
gama amaninzi ziziPhathaman- Mn. Viljoen afunde isigqibo se 
clla zakwa Nokoleji, neokuthi yi Komiti yakwa Nokoleji waza 
"secret authority," "pressure wagqibela ngelithi: "Ndiyaqini­
group," okanye "caucus." Bathi sekisa iPalamente ukuba uNokG-

SlfTURDAY, 

bona uNokoleji uvalwe ngenxa leji uyakuvulwa kwakhona ka­
yokuba basuke bakwaya indiba- msinyane kangangoko kunokwe- gco." 
no yo thweso laba fundi besithi nzeka kwakuba kuthathwe ama-
benziwe lrukunganeliswa ngama- nyathelo okubuyisela ucwan- Sirigasemoyeni sobe sive nga-
lungiselelo okutya nasisigqibo vo le nyewe. 
sabaphathi sokuba abafundi ba-1 

phume baphele kumzi weentom-1 ADMINISTRATION OF FORT 
bi eFort Hare ekuthiwa yi Wo-

men's Hostel. HARE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 
UmPbathi wakwa Nokoleji u 

Profesa C. P. Dent uphendule I . 
ngelithi abafundi basuke badla- Fort Hare Unoversity College I Council, the Churches of Scot­
lisa ngalo elo lungelo lokuham- fs administered by a Governing : land and_ of the Province of S. 
bela kwabonakala ukuba sebe- Council to which the Govern- ! Africa, the Methodist Church of 
gab~dele. Kusuke kwabonakala ment nominates four representa-1 S. Africa and donors of sums of 
utruba wonJi:e umntu selehlala tives, namely the Secretary for money to the College. 
phaya kulomzl wamantombaza- Education, Arts and Science; the I The Senate of the College is 
na into ke leyo engenaku nyan- Secretary for Native Affairs; composed of both European and 
:,9'A!lwa nakuyipbina il)yunive- the Chief Native Commissioner non-European members of the 
sitt. Uthe umPbathi uNokoleji of t'he Cape and the Chief In- teaching staff. 
uvalwe ngegunya le Qumru la- spector of Native Education of ------
kwa Nokoleji elingadibananga the Transvaal or their altema-
nalt, nalipbhla ISebe lakwa Ru- tives. other members represent 

s\lqibo. Rhodes University, the Universi-
AJ)afim -1>~e llpbe._ ties of the Witwatersrand and 

acnffia ~atbe abliti nto koalre nae Natal, the ~oland Adminis­
li ~ liJlll.ll~Je:yo la full- tration. tive Secondaq Edu­
di into ekuyi,O lfu1calalila inta- cation, the College ~..., ~ 
mbo kwe Bunp laba fundi eku- Tr·a111•18D 'tones 

MAY 14, 1955. 

 

 



IIMTHUNYWA 
SATURDAY, MAY 14, 1955. 

THE FORT HARE 
DEBACLE 

In the Xhosa columns of this 
issue we have published the re­
ports which have reached us of 
the recent happenings at Fort 
Hare which have led to the clos­
ing of the University College. 
The principal, Prof. C. P. Dent, 
has now discussed the affair 
with the Mi!lister of Education 
in Cape Town who has given 
the assurance that the College 
will be re-opened as soon as 
possible. 

The case of the Authorities of 
Fort Hare is that discipline had 
collapsed as the result of the 
rule over the students of a cer­
tain "caucus" or "pressure 
group" whose aim was to com­
pel the College Authorities to 
comply with its will. The Prin­
cipal has not stated whether this 
"caucus" had been known to 
the Authorities for some time 
and why its members had been 
tolerated within College bounds. 
but he has promised a fuller 
statement later which may deal 
with the points we have men­
tioned. The students, on their 
part appear to have taken ad­
vantage of the graduation occa­
sion to bring their complaints 
before the general public. They 
must have known that the boy­
cott of the graduation ceremony 
was an act of discourtesy such 
as could not fail to provoke the 
College Authorities even though 
it was no breach of College 
rules. But whether the closing 
down of a University College 
for any reason other than the 
outbreak of a plague has prece­
dence we are unable to say, as 
much as we are unable, at thi-s 
~tage, to place the blame on 
either of those concerned-the 
authorities or the students. It 
would appear that the relations 
between the Fort Hare authori­
ties and the students have been 
unhappy for at least some time 
and that fact has led to the pre­
sent debacle. 
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INQUIRY 
BY CHIEF 

INSTITUTE 
consi,ler that the events at Fort Hare cannot 

he (lh orced from those t. king place in the country 
[ at larcc., ·~ said Dr. Ellen Hellmann president 0£ the lnsti-
tut.,- of Race Relations in a slalement yesterday. '"Fort 
Harf• dra~._ it8 students from a wide constituency, and 
they cannot he immune to the feelings and attitudes 
expre sed hy non-Europeans, particularly in urban area . I 

"We have been deeply disturbed 1 
by the situation at Fort Hare, I section of the students apparently 
which culminated . in . the sudden I allowed themselves to be intimi- 1 
and unexpected c1osmg of the , dated and found in this attitude 
college. We note with_ reassurance 1

1 

orrespondence to a general atti-
that the dec1s1on arnved at was a c . . . 
reached by an executive commit- I tude in South Africa m which 
tee composed of both Europeans people of moderate views too fre­
and Africans, :rnd that this de- quently found themselves faced by 

I c1c.;ion ,ms c0mpletely supported determined and fanatical intimi~ 
by all members of the staff, . . 
European and African." datmg gioups. 

In the statement which CHANGES NECESSARY 
announced the temporary "From ' the facts at our disposal 
clo ing· of l<'ort Hare the col- we consider that changes appear 
lege authorities referred to to be neccessary, both on the part 
the exi tence among the stu- of the authorities with regard to dent body of a "caucu ,'' and 
its intention to continue the student administration, and on the 
"stru 0 le." part of the students with reg~rd 
This would eem to imply an I to a more mature and responsible 

as .. ociation by such ::;Ludents at recognition of the necessary re­
Fort Hare \\ itb the broadc•r issues striction on unfettered student 
of the general ··struggle" of the f. ctom . 
11011-Eurnp an people. iee • 1 iJ I 

, , ., . , I "Wr therefore we come 1e 
UU,PER , IGNHlCANCE deci ion of the authorities to 

' 'The immediate rea::;ons ad- set up an independent com" 
vanc"'d by the udents for the mission to inquire into the 
boycot t &eem inadequate, and t11c conditions of lik and work at 
c\'ent~ \\ ould appe' r to have a J the C'olleg·e. 
,, ider and deeper sigmficancc, and ''It . . certain that parents, the I 
te, be an indication of Lhe state 

1 

. 
15 

udents and of think-
of frustration which exists among ~iaJont~ of st . . ,· 

111 non-European . mg African 01?1m_on, vall be O YI . I too glad to assist m order that the 
''We consider that the 1s0- f F ·t Hai·e may proceed as 

I • f r., t H b th work o 01 • at1on o .. •or a , o gco- . , ··t and not as a quasi 
graphically and as a segre- a 1:1~1ve1s1 Y, . ,, 
gated colJege, 1..as contributed pollt1cal platfoim. . . . 
t.o an exaggerated sense of The high rate of subs1~sat1on 
g·ricvance on the pa1·t of the of Fort Hare, and the existence 
students, and a possible and of many bursaries provided by 
understandable lack of appre- mission and other bodies were 
ciation by the authorities of noted with appreciation. It was 
the extent anll full implication to be hoped that such organisa­
of the ferment among younger tions would appreciate the con­
African intellectuals. text of the total situation, and not 
It v11as to be regretted that a withdraw their support. 

 

 



VRAE AAN MINISTER 
OOR FORT HARE 

soe 
\ aa • t 

R 
het egter gevra a 1e ms ... 

• . G H N • sy tnvloed moet laat geld oor_ d~e 

' 

eger1ng aa11 om le aanstell_ing_ ':an die komm1~1e 
deur die inngtin_g se owerhel?· 
wat die omstand1ghede aan die 

I N • , inrigting moet ondersoek. 
· nmeng 1e ,GEHEIMSINNIGHEID' 

(Van Ons Parlementere Berlggewer) 

1
DIE Regering gaan hom nie lnmeng in die moeilikhede 

by Fort Hare nle. Die Universiteitskollege se ower­
heid het horn die versekering gegee dat die owerheid 
volkome in staat is om die moeilikhede te hanteer, het 
mnr. J. H. Viljoen, Minister van Onderwys, Kuns en 
Wetenskap, gister in die Volksraad ges~. 
Min. V11joen het tydens die de- Jammer dat mnr. Hepple die saak 

ba~ oor sy begrotingspos nie die geopper het. 

Mnr. Hepple het verwys na die 
gebeimsinnige gebeurtenis" by 

Fort Hare en gese dat dit ~elang­
rik is dat die Volksraad die saak 
bespreek. Studente organiseer by 
geleentheid b<>ikotte en beto-
gings. 

spr. vra die Minister of hy g~-
raadpleeg is in verband met d~e 
kommissie van ondersoek na d~e 
om:;tandighede by Fort Hare. Die 
bestuursraad van die inrig~i~g 
het besluit om so 'n kommiss1e 

e ver- lll 
klaring oor Fort Hare in die '5' 
Raad gedoen het. Die raad van Jl 
die universiteitskollege het die t 
aangeleentheid baie bekwaam ge- ,, 
hanteer. c. 

Die hoof van die inrigting het ~e 
met spr. in aanraking gekom en 
gese dat die Raad en die Senaat 
in c;taat is om die situasie te 
hanteer. 

Spr. het gevolglik gemeen dat 
dit, met inagnelning van die in­
rigting se outonomie, goed sal 
wees om nie in te meng nie, maar 
dit a n die owerheid oor te laat 
om die aangeleentheid as 'n huis­
houdelike saak te behartig. Spr. 
is oortuig dat die Raad en die 
senaat in staat sal wees om die 
moellikheid op te os. slmer ge~ig oor die geheim~innige Die Kollegeraad het verstan­

omstand1gh~de wat tot die on- dig en oordeelkundig opgetree 
Iangse sluitmg van Fort Hare toe hy besluit het om die inrig­
gel~i het nie. Hy het ges~ dat die ting te sluit. Naturelle is ook 
inngting binnekort heropen sal lede van die Kollegeraad. Die 
wor~i. . mense dra die belange van die 

aan te stel. Met die oog op die ontstellendc ,r-_......., __________ _ 
gebeurtenisse en die geheimsii:i-

Die saa~ ls deur die leier van naturel op die hart. Enige paging 
die Arbe1dersparty, mnr. A. om stryd in verband met Fort 

C • • He nrlg-
He eo~ 
~ m~ 
. ' . 

. - • ·.. - . ,, . .. _ • 

nia:heid - spr. het gehoor dat d1e 
poiisie met Stengewere by die 
inrigting opgedaag he~ - \'.r~ spr. 
·n verklaring deur die Mm1ster. 

Mnr. V. G. F. Solomon (V.P., 
Fort Beaufort) het gese hy is baie 

 

 



th rn ere ts o 
heart. 

as 
ad 
at

1 

Any attempt to tir up strife: 
b au. e of the action of the t 
Council would do neither the> 
coll ge nor the tudent any , 
good. . 

H upported the action of 
the Coll ge Council becau e he 
knew that i- had acted in the 
b st int r ts of the college and 
the tudent . . 

Mr. M. Viljo n (Nat., Germ1s­
ton) aid th clo ing for Fort 
Har wa u ed by the opponents 
of apartheid to rgue that 
mi. ed univer~iti s wer better 
than tho e where only one race 
wa pr s nt. 

Dr. Edgar Brookes, an out­
tandi ng Liberal, had m~d~ a 
·pe C'h at Fort Har and 111c1tc­
m n uch as this was r spon-
ib!e for the bad po ition at 

mi ·ea univ r itie and hawed 
wh t could give ri e to other 
incioents such as Fort Hare. 

uch apostles of equality were 
in great measure the products 
of mixed universities. 

HA VE THEIR OWN 
on-Europeans should have 

their own university accommo­
d lion nd if thi meant mall 
beginnings, univer. ities like 
Potchefs room had begun small. 

The atives should live his 
own life in his own university 
and should learn his own ways 
and to conLribute to their main­
tenanc . 

Ir. W. Mar e ( a ., New­
ca 1 ) • said some Bantu news• 
pa r had xpre sed the view 
th t the Department of ative 
Affair behind the closin 

1 of Fort Hare. That was not true. 
Th p ition was as stated by : 
Mr. Solomon. : 

Mr. M. C. Botha ( at., Roode­
poort), aid Mrs. Suzman (U.P, 
Houghton) had blamed the Gov-

rnment for unre t at universi­
tie . At Fort Hare, what had 
the Government done against 
th students except provide 
them 1ith money? Profe sor 
Brook-es had made inciting 
peeches there. 

11 In Natal, at an American 
g mi ion college for Natives the 

students burnt and destroyeci 
ii their buildings. What had the 
b Nationalist Government done to 

incite "those people who had mis­
d_! u ed educational facilities they 
ri~ got from oversea? 
we In Ea t London where a 
dit Catholic ehurch wa burnt dowri I 
om and a nun was killed, had th ! 
bot. ationali t G vernment inciteri I 
is c them'? The atives had la er- 1 
·en ated the hands of their bene- j 

mo factor. Wa this not proof that 

1 

- 0 W ter1 izing the Jatives wa a 
toe mic;olace effort? 
tins fr. A. G. Barlow (Cons., 
led6 Ho pit 1) . aid h quc tion had j 
mer be"n 1 k"r1 hy had no tat - 1 

nat11ncnt '11ade to P 1i mr.>r t 
om n Fort Ila ? The Mini r 

ade no statement but thr> 

FOR ARE EXPECTEI 
REOPE SOON 

Matter 
Says 

for Council, 
Viljoen 

HO E OF AvSEMBLY.-The 1ini,ter of Education, 
l\lr. Viljoen aid ye terday in reply to que~tion~ that the 
Fort Hare ative -niver ity College hoped 1'0011 to reopen. 
A an autonomou • body, the Fort Hare Council could deal 
, rith the matter a_ it thought fit. 

That was all the information Chief Whip of the United Party 
at his dispo al. supported him. 

The Principal of Fort Hare This would not be tolerated 
had assured him that the Senate in the British House of Com­
and Council were amply able to mons or in Canada, Australia 
deal with the or anywhere el e. The Minister 
situation, and, was keeping omething back. 
not wi hing to -111(11111!- THE MI !STER: I did make 
interfere with a statement. 
the autonomy of IR. BARLOW said that all 
he Univer ity, Parliament knew was that the 

he (the. ,Un- police arrived at Fort Hare and 
ister t ought it the students were put into a 
much better that train and sent home. 
th S nat and WANT TO KNOW 
Council hould He did not say the police 
deal with it acted wrongly but the Parlia-
a a dome tic ment should know what d 
matter and that happened. He protested on 
it hould not behalf of the powers and privi-
be dealt with eges of m~m1?ers of P_arliam~nt 
over the floor against this mformat10n being 
of the Hou e. d Th l t d 

The Ml·ni· ter aid he had the kept own. e peop e wan e 
to know what had happened. 

greatest cosfidence in the dis- • All that was known wa · that a 
dplinary measures that the commission had been set up and 
Council and S nate would take. the Minister who was respon-

It wa a domestic affair in sible to Parliament refused 
which the Government should point blank to say any_thi!l,g. 
not interf re Parliament was not functionmg 

It was preferable that bodies when this happened. 
ntrusted with he powers given 1R. H. G. LAWRENCE: There 

under the Act s~ould d~al with will be no Parliament very 
uch matter without mterfer~ ~oon 

en P from out ide: I 1R. BARLOW: I protest ver~ 
M~. A. Hepple (Lqb., Ros~t- strongly a a constitutionalist 

~env1l~e) had a ked t~ .l~im- that this .should happen. 
1ster if he would mak a state- The Minister said that Mr. 
ment on the events that had Barlow suffered under delusion 
taken place at Fort Hare. on the Fort Hare que. tion. He 

A COMMISSION (the Minister) had made a very 
The latest reports said that comprehensive statement a few 

the Executive Council of the days ago when the oc:currence 
University had decided to took place. 
appoint a commission to exam- MR. BARLOW: There was 
ine conditions of life and wor1t l nothing in our statement. Yo 
at Fort Hare and to ma~e promised 8: statement. You hav 
recommendations for their not made it. 
improvement. . THE MINISTER: 

He asked the Minister Mr. Barlow did not 
whether he had been consu\ted tjon. 
in connection with the appoin r.- STATEMENT 

ent of this Commission and 
whether he was making any 
recommendations regarding the 
per onnel of the Commission. 

Because of the great amour:it 
of mystery in which this a~~1r 
had been shrouded, the Mmi •• 
ter hould have some say in the 
Cammi ion. It should not be 
left to the Univer ity Executive 
Council alone. 

He had heard reports that the 
police had arrived on the ca~­
pus of Fort Hare armed with 
sten guns and that student 
were taken to the stati<?n by the 
police and that the police had a 
pecial coach attached to the 

train which took the student~ 
home. f h" This was the sort o t mg 
which received world-wide pu -
licity. 

''ACTED WISEL'Y" 
Mr. V. G. F. Solomon (U.P., 

Fort Beaufort) said he was very 
orry that MF· Hepple had 

raised the question of Fort Hare. 
The executive Committee of 

the College Council had acted 
very wisely and after ~ature 
C-0 m-. : . , .• . ' .• •. . '' 

0 . ~- ~~-

at 
re 

The Minister then made th 
tatement appearing at th 

beginning of this report. 
MR. BARLOW then asked 

Why did they come to see y_o 
if it is not a Government affair. 

THE MINISTER: Well. surely 
I am the respon ible Minister. 

MR. BARLOW: Yes, and yo 
are responsible to us. 

MR. H. G. LA WRE CE (U.J:>. 
Salt River): I ~ope you w1l 
maintain that attitude m regar 
to university autonomy. 

 

 



DIE V ADERLAND 

18 MAY 95~ 

,Fort Hare: Toets 
En/ Uirldaging' 

~ onlangse gebeuitenisse by Fort Hare Is sowel 'n uitdaging as 'n toets, meld die 
Kerkbode in 'n inleidingsa.rtikel in sy jongste uitgawe, berig SAP A. 

Wit Christene by Fort Hare I bet 'n besondere bydrae tot die ] paar jaar sy goeie trou verde­
dra veel by tot die ophefftng die onderwy gelewer. Nogtans dig teenoor diegene wat dit wou 
an die naturel en die kollege moes die lnrigting die afgelo dien. 

Onregverdige kritiek, sedisie, 
rebellie en morrende ontevreden­
heid het 'n chroniese spanning in 
die inrigting veroorsaak. 

AGITATORS 
Daar was agitators, 80\!el 

blank as Die-blank, wat alles 
kon afbreek sonder vrees dat 
hulle lets sou verloor. Bulle 
kon dit doen omdat hulle aelf 
niks opgebou bet nie. 

,,Dit is hierdle kwaadaardlge 
gees wat elke dag vorentoe 
beweeg en die bf-langrikste 
dienste aan cHe nle-blankes on­
moontlik maak," aldu die blad ! 
,,Vir ons as blankes is dit 'n 

eersterangse uitdaging en die 
toets bevat groot gevare. Laat 
ons dit voortdurend in gedagte 
hou dat hierdie agitators slegs 1 
ten volle in die duister ken see- I 
vier as ons swig voor die versoe- l 
kings en ons helpende hand aan, 
die nie-blankes te onttrek. Ons 1 
moet hierteen waak, want ons: 
sou dan die kroon op die kwaad , 
plaas wat teen ons gesmee word," I 
s~ die Kerkbode. ; 

 

 



'EASTERN PROVINCE HERA 

y 

FORT HARE 
SURPRISE 

" The incidents at Fort Hare 
came like a bolt out of the blue; 

I we heard nothing about the 
trouble before it took place and 
we have heard nothing since the 
University College was closeci 
down," said the Rev. S. M. 
Mokitima, principal . of the 
Osbourne Native Institute, in an 
interview at the Healdtown 
centenary celebrations, near Fort 
Beaufort, which ended last night. 
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17fE N.A lAL W ..,.NEs 1 

1 MAY 1 

• / The cl ing of 

I i,'.._•!h~rl a~~~i~nes re. i 
cently published an article on the 
clo ing of the non - European 
Univer ity at },ort Hare. 

It wa suggested that the action 
taken was due to certain subver­
ive elements which were inter­

fering with the proper administra­
tion of the in titution. At the 
ame time it was pointed out that 

the closure was only of a tem­
porary nature and that in due 
course applications for re-admi -. 
sio.n would be con idered. 

But surely either every student 
had been corrupted by this Com­
munistic element, or only ome of 
them have been affected. If that 
is the case, the que tion naturalJy 
arises as to why was it necessary ' 
to penalise the whole student body 
just to p1.mish a few? 

Obviously, both the ringleaders 
and their followers mu t have been 
known to the authorities, other­
wi e there would have been no 
mention of re--admitting anyone. 

' 

It is true that the graduation 
ceremony was boycotted by stu­
dents, but my information is that 
the boycott was for reasons other 
than those which appeared in the 
Press. In Point of fact, I may go 
so far as to state in my iJt4Ju.iries 
to ascertain e actly \t'hat took 
place at the University that I 
have interviewed, at different 
times, two student.a _quite un­
known to each other. These stu­
dents were emphatic that the 10-
called ''secret caucus" was nothing 
more than eye--wash. 

They pointed out that early in 
the new year approaches were 
made to the Principal a king for a 
general meeting. otwith tanding 
the fact that the regulations pro­
vide that when more than 20 pt:!r 
cent. of the student body requisi­
tion a genera) meeting, such meet­
ing shall be convened by the, 
principal, the requisition was , 
turned down and the meeting was 
not held. 

Actually, nearly every student 
1 had signed the r~uisition, but, as 

already indicated, no action was 
1 taken by the authorities concerned. 

Meanwhile, every effort was made 
to appeal to higher authorities ; 
needless to say, with abortive 

?. reslllts. . 
o At tfie same time, however, the 
P. students were informed that no 
: meetings would be alJowed within 
:· th~ premi es, but they Wire _at 

liberty to carry on whatever d1 -1
• cmsion they ch e ou ide the 8 

University' boundaries. 
•• It was as a re ult of uch lack of 
• co-operation and frustration that• 
• the students conducted one or 't o 
• m tings outside e lJniver ity to 

discu s the itu • n which had 
b n created and Which was de­
veloping unchecked by an one. A) 
no time was ther a que tion of a 
" ecret caucus," JJJuch Jes threats 
of violence to anyone. 

Under the circumstanc s, it is 
difficult to accept the su~estion of 
"subver ive elements" and "dark 
deci ion " being ken at ecret 
caucu meeting . But it i till 
more b .vond the bounds of credi­
bility that the authoritie con­
cerned, having carefuJJy con idered 
all the circum tanc sand delivered 
their verdict, in the ne t breath 
hould concede t.hat heir tion 

had inflicted .an unn sa ry inju -
tice on certain tudents, and that 1 

• • i n for re-

P,A.J~. 

 

 



THE Rf/OPES/A HERALD 
17 AY I :)~ 

Criticism Of 
Fort Hare 

From Our Col'NllpOJldent 
Johannesburg, Monday. 

The efforts being made by the 
11'\>rt Hare authorities to dis­
cover the names of the students 
responsible for the recent alleged 
subversion should have been 
made before penalising the 
majority of the students, said 
Mr. Paul Mosaka, a member of 
the former Natives' Representa­
tive Council, in an interview. 

" The suggestion that students 
who wish to return to the 
college must :fill in a form giving 
full confidential information 
about events of tbe past few 
weeks is unworthy of the 
Governing Council," Mr. Mosaka 
added. 
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REGERINC SAL NIE 
INMENG MET 
FORT HARE 

(Van On Parlementere Berlggew ,r) 
DIE Regering gaan horn nie inmeng in die moeilikhede 

by Fort Hare nie. Die Universiteitskollege se 
owerheid het hom die versekering gegee dat die ower­
heid volkome in staat is om die moeilikhede te hanteer, 
het mnr. J. H. Viljoen, Minister van Onderwys, Kuns 
en Wetenskap, in die Volksraad gese. 

Min. Viljoen het tydcns die 
debat oor sy begrotingspo8 nie 
die slui r gelig oor die gebeim­
sinnige omstandighede wat tot 
die onlangse slulting van F'ort 
Hare gelei bet nie. Hy bet ges~ 
dat die lnrigting binnekort 
heropen sal word. 

Die saak is deur die leier van 
die Arbeidersparty, mnr. A. 
Heppel, geopper. Toe mnr. 
Hepple daarmee begin, bet die 
Minister in 'n tussenwerpsel 
versoek dat die spreker nie met 
die saak voortgaan nie. Mnr. 
Hepple het egter gevra dat die 
Minister sy invloed moet laat 
geld oor die aanstclling van 
die kommissie deur die inrig­
ting se owerheid, wat die om­
standighede aan die inrigting 
moet ondersoek. 

,,GEHEIMSIN IGHEID" 

Mnr. Hepple het verwys na 
die ,.gebeimsinnige gebeurtcnis'' 
by Fort Hare en ges~ dat dit 
belangrik is dat die Volksraad 
die saak bespreek. Studente 
organiseer by geleentheid boi 
kotte en betogings. 

Spr. vra die Minister of hy 
geraadpleeg is in verband met 
die kommiB■1e van ondersoek 
na die omstandi bede by Fort 
Hare. Die b stuursraad van 
die inrigting bet besluit om so, 
'n kommissie aan te stel. 

Met die oog op die ontstel• 
lende gebeurtenisse en die 
gebei11111innigbeid - spr. het 
gehoor dat die polisi.e met 
Stengewere by die tnrlgting 
opgedaag het - vra spr. 'n 
verklaring deur die Minister. 

Mnr. V. G. F. Solomon (V.P., 
Fort Beaufort) bet gese hy is 
baie jammer dat mnr. Hepple 
die saak geopper bet. 

Die Kollegeraad het veratan­
dig en oordeelkundig opgetree 
toe by besluit het om di& 
inrigting te 1luit. Naturelle 1 
ook lede van die Koll geraad. 
Die mense dra die belange van 
die nature! op die hart. Enige 
paging om stryd in v rband 
met Fort Har te ontketen, sal 
die inrigting benadeel. Bpr. 
steun die optrede van die 
Kollegeraad met die oog op wat 
gebeur het. 

Min. Viljoen het geantwoord 
dat by reeds 'n omvattende 
verklaring oor Fort Hare ii} 
die Raad edo n h Die raad 
van die unlversiteitskoll ge he 
die aangeleentheid baie be 
kwaam gchanteer. 

Di . hoof van die inri&ting 
het met spr. in aanraking 
g~kom en &' • dat die Raad en 
die Senaat in staat is om die 
situasie te hanteer. 

Spr. bet gevolglik r meen 
dat dit met inagnemin van 

die inrigting se outonomie 1oed 
al wees om nie in te meng nie, 

rnaar dit aan die owerheid oor 
te laat om die aangeleentheid 
as 'n buisboudelike saak te 
behartig. Spr. is oortuig dat 
die Raad en die Sena.at in staat 
sal wees om die moeilikheid op 
te los. 
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Fort Bari osing 

T.L.S.A. 

Cond Dlned 
I 

DEMANDS IMMEDIATE REi.ENING 

"The Executive of !he _Teachers' Leagu~ of South Africa, 
on behalf of the organ1sahon, wishes to v ice the strongest 
protest against the arbitrary closing of F O t Hare University 
College and, moreover, against the invo' ing of the police 
force against the students," says a stat,: ment issued by the 
League on Saturday. 

"The T.L.S.A. regards the explana' ion advanced for this 
drastic step as being not merely inadeq .iate but also equivocal 
to a degree which suggests that the real reasons are to he 
found else where, possibly in some collusion between the 
College authorities and the Bantu F ducation Division of the 
Native Affairs Department. 

"The T .L.S.A. demands the immediate re-opening of 
Fort Hare and the unconditiona re-instatement of all the ave 
tudents without victimisation.'' the 

1 an 
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FORT HARE STUDEN 
BLACKMAILED 

Nat. Government's Trust 
I D nt And Company 

As "Bantuisers" 
CAPE TOWN .-The vktimiaation of the entire student­

body at Fo t P.are Univer·i College continue . Continuing 
the police methods they ha e used from the beginning, the 
College authorities are now trying to turn students into 
common informers or stool pigeons. They are being promised 
re-admission in return for "full information about the events 
of the past few weeks", all such information being "con­
fidential". As an encouragement to those open to this sort of 
blackmail, the Executive Council ~laims that it already has 
"information impossible to obtain on May 3, owing to the , 
fears of students then in the college ... " It probably has no 
more information than it could get out of the handful of 
boycott-breakers, plus what has been scavenged by certain 
Non-White members of the Senate. But willingness to help 
the Council to draw up a blacklist is being usefl as a sign that 
a student is susceptible to a process of "bantuisation". 

CONDITIONAL RE-OPENING 
BY JULY 1st 

ftcr 1ad Jrt d to 
\ iljo I ar . on how 

1 r t th t part uf 
ti <lee t 1,ale 

11t. )rdin ,. to 
r, however, hc'intimat d 

' wa • nal an 
no tiun 
) in . 
Ii ation, put 

1 tkr incomp t nee 
oil uthoriti . Th y 
b mp t ·nt, but that 

ly who!· e. plana-
t 'mi::;ation < f 

1 i n d th • \\ it 
vi ow und r w 
bably only a • of 

lit 

ollcgc. The Herrenvolk new -
papers have al o been at pains to 
nnk it clear that there are i. on­
\\ hite on th, '·nat who were a 
party to th dcci ion . [ It i • well 
known that Dent' tronge~ t sup­
port r i the vice-Principal, Z. ~ 
Mattlww . A cording to the hnvo, 
Matth( ws was f llm,\-doorh per 
with Dent to e • that nnn e. cept 
g-raduand and their fri nd plus 
th ' ho 'Cott br"ak r \\ r pr •sent 
at the Graduation flail.] 

Pressure on Parents 
Th· Ex· 'Utive ouncil ha· issued 

a I -tter to par nts in which it enli t 
thei upport if they want their ~ff­
sprinq to continu their studies. 
They ar , in effect, b in r a k d to 

(Continu4;3d on page 8) 
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BJackmailing Students 
( continued) 

u e their influence to turn their 
son, and daughters into trap-bov_. 
The opening on or before T uh; 1 
i • made conditional upo1; .,the 
Council'. g-etting- information to 
compile its blacklist. 

In order to oothe such parents 
a. turn their wrath again. t the 
Senate and Council, the astoni hing 
claim i made that the student 
\\on't mi • much by the clo e-down, 
anyway: ''If we receive that co-
01 eration [ from :tool-pigeon~­
Ed.] and are able to open by July 
1, :tudent.~ who have been guilt­
le s and tbo~e who obt die111.:'e to 
t 1e bovcott in truction has b en 
their onl T offence will haw lost a 
w ek of instruction and the mid­
year examination, which are not 
e: ntial to their _ucce •. ,. ! And 
then fo11ow the 1111 ter promi ·e: 
"To return to an atmosphere ·o 
much better . uited to studv will 
mo~: than compensate for th~ tim, 
lo,t . 

Full Confidence 
In the Hou e of .. •. embly on 

Friday. \ 1 iljoe11, .f\1 inister • of 
Education, aid that it would be 
better if the Fort Har affair were 
not "d alt with over the floor of 
thf' Hou e". He aid t1 at ''he had 
the g-r ate t confidenc m th · 
di~ciplinary that the 
Council and 'enatt would take''. 
( •. Times, 14.5.55.) c-
ment, which ha int rf ercd in h 

internal affair~ of everv Univer it ' 
m th~ country, nov.· udd n( 
cJajm that it would rath r n t 
interf re with th<t domesti affair 
of Fort Hare! And thi_· is I pit 
th fact that it i~ all ged to b an 
in. titution ~trongly under "Liberal'' 
influence. Obviously, thev hav 
confid ·nee in Dent arid Co. becau 
they are doing- a iob of work in line 
wit'h the Governm ·nt'. whol 
''Eiselen education'' policv. Tber 
i_ no other rea onabl' ··planation 
for thi. ·udden oyn .. about inte1·-
f renc in the int rnal affair of a 
University, e pecially when it come 
in th . ame \ • k a~ Viljoen made it 
clear that ther would . oon bt new 
measure to effect 'CniYer. ity 
apartheid. 

TJ,t' H erren·z1olk Pre _ ha. 
ob_ er\'ed a total blat k-out on the 
storm of prote.-.t which the f•ort 
Hare canda I ha~ arou ed fr m 
1 on-\\ hit '!:i of all politital opinions 
throughnut th L nion. 

• That the African . Tational Con-
1 

1•-res:,; hect 111 : \'<: n· "hy when aske 1 
:-.. • z 1 • • I I )la r d what r< le ~. . i at lC\\. I . 
in the ::;hut-down of Fort ~fare. 
with the as i ~tan t· of th P lti:c·. • 

 

 



The Fort Hare ~ 
Inc·dent. --

A NATIVE'S OPINlO~. 

Commenting on the closing of 
J'ort Hare University College, the 
Bantu correspondent of the Mercury 

rites·-

The news of the closiug of F ort 
Hare came aR a great shock to ma ny. 
It i@ tantamount to a tragr1d y. ~ig ns 
had not been w3;oting that roatterP, 
radically dangerous to tl,e College 
were in existence and that di cipline 

as b11ing undermined. The fact 
that Fort Hare had a commi:tee or 
m~etinire which di8CUS 'ed ~nd pas f>d 
rHolutions on political matters was 
,e be d~proc .i.te:. Receull v, when 
lb• Principal. Prof. C. P. Dent, 
opened a. meeting of the Ciskei 
Bunga. in his addrFss be spoke ap­
provingly of the reclamation of th1:, 
Nativ~ R•suves, he received a letter 
from this body requesting him to 
withdraw the stat~ment-as recla­
mation And a limitation of stock was 
eaainet the best interests of the 
Bantu, they said. 

The statf'ment made in the Hou~e 
of A@semblv bv the Minister of 
Education, -Mr, J . H. Vdj,)en, that 
l'ort Hare would so m be re opened, 
wa& most welcome. 

On another subject the same 
eorrespondent ~ rites :-

Dr. D. D. 'f .• Jabavu, who is chair- 0 

man of the Ciskei meeting of chiefs i· 
and people, and his two secretariec::i, a 
N. B. Zondeki and u. A. W. Siz ila, 
are doing the Native people a great 
iDjustiee in not summoning meeting · 
at a time wLen there are so man Y 
tbinga uraiting their lead. Former 
leaders in the Cape-J. Tengo­
.Jabavu, Dr. Rubusana, M. Pelem, 
Hen Mezwi and . others, did not 
allow the · A,N.C. to dominate in 
tbeee parts-as tht'ir policy was 
•111re1Bive. 

 

 



• 'REtORJA NEWS 

19 AY 1955 
~'ort Hare 
Events A 

"Challenge'~ 
Commenting on recent events 

at Fort Hare Native College, 
Die Kerkbode, organ of the 
Dutch Reformed Church, nya in 
an editorial that they are a 
challenge and a test. 

At Fort Hare, White Ch:r,is. 
tians had done mueh for the 
up!ift of the Natives. Fort Hare 
had maqe an exceptional con• 
tribution in education. 

Despite this, it had in recent 
,eara to detend its good faith 
a,aimt those it wanted to .serve. 

Unfalr criticism, •edition, re­
bellions and ,rumbling dins tis• 
faction had created chronic 

r 
tension around the institution. 

WITHOUT FEAR 
There were agaators, White 

I and non-Whf~. who could turn 
everything upside down without 
!ear of l0i&s because they had 
never built anyth,in~ up them­
selvea. 

"It la this malevolent spirit 
which moves forward every day 
and eventually ma es the mo1t 

I important 1ervices to the non .. 

I Whites Jmposaib}e. 

"For ua White., this is a Arat. 
rank challenge and test that 
contains areat dilJllers," 1be 
j ourna1 says. 

'"Let us contlnualiy keep 111 
mfnd that these agitators can 
only 8Ucceed tully Jn theft darJc 
game ft we succumb to the 
temptation to withdraw our help. 
ing hand frorn the ·on• 
European. Against tru.s we mU&t 
guard, especially as we would 
then be placing the crown on 
the evil which ia being f orgect 
a1aJnst us." 

 

 



ST. GALLER T AGBLA TT 
Abendausgebe 

ST. GAi.LEN 

18. Mai 1955 

Geheimbtinde uncf kolonialpolitischer Kurs 
q ,,f Ip ill Afrika 

Die Mau-Mau-Bewegung ist bekanntlich ein Ge­
heimb~nd; er i t nicht der erste und einzige in Afrika 
und \\Jrd e aucb kaum bleiben. Es wird als ein 
diick bczeichnet, daf3 der Mau-Mau-Terror sich auf 

die -~clativ fried~iche Agrargruppe der Kikuyu be­
~~1rankl~ und _mcht. auf die kricgerischen Nachbar­
tamme ubergnff. D1cse Stamme - oder Land chafts­

cxklusivitat war auch fast all den fri.ihcren afrikani-
~chen Geheimbewegungcn e1ocn die hier nicht alle 
au_fgezahlt _werden konnen. Ku~dige Beurteiler be­
ze1chnen emen «panafrikani chen Nationali mus», 
"ie ihn ang tliche Europaer befUrchtet haben, als 
vorderhand unwahrscheinlich. 

Geriichte au den atrikanischen Urwaldern haben 
jccloch immer v.,1eder on gcfahrlichen ntichtlichen 
Zus<1mmcnki.inflcn und antieuropai chcn Bi.inden wie 
c_twa den un~cimlichen «Leopardenmcnschen» he­
nchlet und be1 Lande kundigen Bcfi.irchtungen her­
" :-i1 g"mf en. 'olch1.: "on cn~ikcl 'v\.1ren .1h r lrnum 
11~1 ionali lisch oder anticuropaisch, sondern ehcr ma­
c1:,;ch-religio oder niichtcrn ·oziologisch orientiert. 

,ehcimkulte wie Wudu oder Dschudschu sind ty­
pisch afrikani ch und erwachsen mcist aus den Um­
slanden des Gemeinschaftslebens. 

Einen ge amtafrikani chen ZusammenschluB haben 
sie ~ie _er trebt, wie einige Beispiele illustrieren. Der 
Na~mg1-Kult, welcher den belgischen Kongo beun­
ruh1gt hat, konzentricrte sich auf geheiligte wciBe 
Schafe (vermutlich verkni.ipft mit dem Ziegenopfer 
dcr Feti chi ten) und diente sicher rein afrikanischen 
Zwecken, die Viehziichtern wcrtvoll erschienen Als 

r - ausnahmswcise! - i.ibcr die engeren Stammes­
grcnzcn hinausdrang, kam er bald zum Erloschen. 
Z\.\eckbcdingt v.ar auch der Ut chapi-Geheimkult in 

yassaland und Nordrhodesien. Er benutzte Fla­
s henamulette gegen Zauberer und hatte offenbar das 
Ziel, Afrika von einem eingewurzelten Fluch zu be­
I I eien, dcr aus Albert ~chweitzer Bcrichten be -nnnt 
i'-1: der Tyrannei des Zaubereiunwesens. Die l!r Kult 
hat _mehrere afrikani che Sprachgebiete ertaBt und 
gci'ctgt, daf3 gemcin amc Zwccke auch Uber Stam­
m grenzen hinweg eine afrikanische Zu ammenar­
hcit fordern konncn. Das clbe gilt vom nordrhodesi­
&chcn Kult des Mwana-Lcza, d. h. «Kind Gottcs». 
Es war ein plumper, aher bemerkenswerter Versuch, 
christliche ldcen mit dem einhcimischen Zauberdok­
tor- und Fetischwe ·en zu verschmelzen und Schadi­
gungen durch Zauberei zu begegnen, ahnlich wie der 
Bao-Dai-KuJt in Viet-Nam. 

. 1hr Hintergrund bildet jedoch keine gesamtafrika­
nische Negerbewegung, for welche die Vorausset• 
zungen und vor allem <las Zentrum in Afrika fehlt. 
Afrika zahlt hundertfi.infzig Bantu- und zahlreichc 
anderc Stamme ur.d ist ethnisch zersplittert. Das 
Herz des Gemeinschaftslchens ist uberall der Dorf­
redeplatz, wo die «Palaver» stattfinden. Was dort 
hesprochcn und vereinbart ist, wird von den Ne­
gern al Gesetz befolgt. Was aber nicht auf dem 
Dorfredcp]atz beschlossen, sondern von einer Ko­
lo_nialverwaltung mehr oder minder aufoktroyiert 
wtrd, ruft Jeicht MiBverstandnisse und Widerwillen 
hervor. Au kundigen Missionskreisen wird in «World 
Dominion,> den Herren europaischen Distriktsbeam­
ten cmpfohlen, die cs ABC dcr Afrikakunde zu be­
achten. Der Kontincnt bestche aus lauter klcinen so­
zialistischen Rcpublikcn ohne gemeinsame Binde­
glieder. Nur cxistiere noch kein «Zentralsowjet». 
, l tammc unabhangige :ii ion gri.indung bcsteht 
das College fur eingeborcne Studierende in Fort Hare 
( Kap-Provinz), des en ki..inftige Auswirkung noch 
nicht sicher abzuschatzen ist - aus dem aber ein 
ki.inftiger zcntraler «Redeplatz» crwachsen kann; 
denn Verwaltung und Studierende des lnl:ltituts be­
folgen den Grundsatz, «miteinander zu reden». Eine 
Kette a.hnlicher Schultreffpunkte ist im Entstehen 
begriffen, wenn die Auswahl verantwortungsbewuB­
ter Lehrkrafte nach obigem Prinzip auch schwer ist. 

AuBer den Schulungszentren lenkt unsere Quelle 
die Aufrnerksarnkeit auf andere Treffpunkte hin, wo 
cin cinhelliges gesamtafrikanisch-europaisches Ge-
prach zu stirnulieren sci. Es sind die groBen Tndu­

slriesiedlungen in Kimberley, dem Rand- und Ka­
tangagebiet, im nordrhodesischen Kupfererzrevier, 
bei den Lupa-Goldfeldern in Tanganyika und in 
Kakamega (Kenya). Hier, wo vielstarnmige Scharen 
von Afrikanern zusammenstromen, seien gemein­
schaftsbildende Ansatzpunkte gegeben. Welche The­
men gcmeinsam besprochen werden sollten, und ob 
Verwaltung und Afrikaner verstandnisvoll «mitein­
ander redea» wollen, wie in Fort Hare, wo schwarze 
und weiBe Gesprachspartner sich zusammenfinden, 
hange von den Aktionarcn und Direktionen der ver­
antwortlichen Industne ab. Denn nach «World Do­
minion» beruht die ganze altafrikanische Redeplatz­
tradition seit Generationen auf gesuadem Menschen­
verstand und geduldiger Diskussionsbereitschaft. Es 
lcuchtct daher ein, wenn jenes Urteil aus Missions­
kreisen zu dem SchluB kommt: 

«E ist nicht chwer, heute ein Bild von den Ua­
tertonen im afrikanischen Ge prach zu gewinnen, 
wenn wir nur an die em Gesprach teilnehmen. Der 
Afrikaner beginnt, fur sich selbst zu reden und be­
wei t darin viel gesunden Menscheaverstand und 
Klugheit, worauf wir bauen konnen - falls wir ihm 
auf dem Redeplatz mit Klugheit und gesundem ~en­
schenverstand begegnen. » Ange ichts des Zerfalls de~ 
Koloniali mus ist eine solche Stimme sicher horens­

Tanze und Musik wurden von anderen Geheim­
~rganisationen gepflegt, o der o tafrikanischen Ma­
l1mpenga- oder M ampenenga-Bewegun~- S!e ~aJ?-1 

n::ich dem Ersten Weltkriege auf, als die Embeum­
schen mit der Blasmusik engli cher Kolonialtrup~en 
he~an~t wurden. Die l\falimpenga versuchten_ eme 
Im1lation der europai chen Blasin trumente m1t ge­
S\.hickt herge tellten Ki.irbi nachabmungen, die afri­
kanische l\Iu ik in europai chem Rhythmus produ­
zicrten und die Tanzc bcglcit,eten. Bei olchen BUn­
dcn handelt es sich um Jokale oder regionale Er­
~ hcinun en bzw. um das Bestrcbcn, europaische 

ert, wenn sie bcim selbstbewuBten Europa.er Geho1 
findet. «Die Konsuln mogen zu ·ehen, daB das Ge 
meinwohl keinen chaden erleide», gilt heute fii1 
1 • olonialmacbte ganz besonders. A. K Magic» nachzuahmen. 

 

 



Bantu Opinion On 
THE 'Bantu World' comment-
! ing on the closing down of Fort Hare Fort Hare 'l1'niversity College, 
says that all k>ok forward with rents are shocked to see their 
great anxiety to learn the exact chilBren come borne in the 

middle of a term. Sendinf them 
cause of the trouble at a "col- back to Fort Hare will mean 
lege that bas done so much for additional expense to them. 
us" for the past forty years. They are always happy when 

their children's career begins, 
The paper deplwes the clos- continues and ends without un­

ing down even for a short time pleasant interruptions." 
"However genuine the reasons • 
for showing dissatisfaction, pa-I The pap~r suggests parent 

• should take the initiative t.o find 
out for themse1ves iust how 
things go on at F<'r Hare, and 
that parents' aise,~iations might 
ask for leav,~ to co::1.duct their 
own private inquiry with a view 
to giving mr-?:."~ direct dSSiCl'tance 
to the College authorities in 
their by no means easy task of 
imparting academic information 
to and moulding the character 
cf future African leaders. 

Dr. J .M. Nhlapo at the end 
of an article on the sc~ool boy­
cott emphasises the importance 

, of the appointment of a Com­
mission of Inquiry, and says 
one of Fort Hare's most out­
standing graduates has asked to 
be associated with such a need. 

----

 

 



UMTHUNYWA, SATURDAY, MAY 21, 1955. 
----------..----
INYEWE 
YAKWA 

l j UMTHUNYWA 

I NOKOLEP 
E FORT HARE 

(Seyiqalile) 
Kwelanga phambili lombla 

we 14 · besithe singasemoyeni 
sobe sive ngayo le nyewe. Ngo­
ko urri:hathi uProf. Dent waye­
themb1se ngokuthi kuyakube 
lruvak;ale ngawo lomcimbi kwi­
veki elandelayo. Into evekeleyo 
ke nebhengeziweyo kumaphe­
pha-ndaba sisigqibo se Qumru 
Elilaulayo lase Fort Hare esasi­
lixelile nalo kwela ngaphambili 
ukuba lingoo banina. Lithe eli­
qumru liyavumelana nesenzo se 
Komiti Elaulayo eyayigqibe u­
kuba avalwe uNokoleji. Lithe 
ke linalo igunya lokuvumela 
nelokwalela abafundi ukuba ba­
buyele njengokuba kugqitywe 
ukuba bonke bazakucela inda­
wo esikolweni eso ngokutsha. 
Lithi phambi kokuvulwa kuka 
Nokoleji kuzakwenziwa tm1za­
mo yokuwafumana amagama 
abafundi ekuthiwa ngabona ba­
phembelele ukudaleka kwe qu­
mru laba fundi elilaula abafun­
di ngokuchasene nenkqubo ya­
kwa Nokoleji, aha kuthiwa bo­
yikisa abanye babanyanzelele 
ekubeni badele imithetho yeSi­
kolo. Lithi iQumru Labalauli 
selinenxhelo elizifumeneyo kwa 
ngoku. Lithi kuyakufuneka aha 
fundi abanqwenela ukuphinde­
la eSikolweni baxele konke a­
bakwaziyo ng~zinto ezen~kayc 
kwisithuba seeveki zangapham­
bili. Lithi liyaqonda ukuba ku­
safuneka • ukuba abafundi aba- . 
xelileyo bakhusel we ke ngoko 
intetho yabo iyakufiblwa. Litbi 
ukuba abafundi bancedisene 
nalo liyathemba ulruba uNoko­
leji uyakuvulwa kwakbona ngo­
mhla wo 1 July, 1955. 

Kukho ikomiti ezakonyulwa 
yamad~a amabini nokuba ma­
thathu eyakuphanda ngentlalc 
nangomsebenzi wakwa Nokole­
ji ize yenze iziyalezo zayo ngen­
to emayenziwe ukuhlaziya ime­
ko. Kuthiwa ke amalungu ale 
Komiti ayakuba ngat>antu aba­
zimeleyo abangezizo iititshala 
okanye amalungu eQumru laba­
lauli. (Imbono zomHleli ngalo­
mcimbi zibonakala kwimihlathi 
yomHleli kweli lanamhlanje.­
Umhleli). 

SATURDAY, MAY 21, 1955. 

AN UNFAIR 
STIPULATION 

The latest development ,con­
cerning the recent Fort Hare 
affair is the decision of the 
Governing Council to re-open 
the College on the 1st July, on 
condition that the students will 
co-operate and furnish "full in­
formation about the events of 
the past few weeks" with the 
assurance that "all information 
received will be treated as 
strictly confidential by the com­
mittee appointed to deal with 
readmissions." We cannot quar­
rel with the requirement that 
full information be furnished 
by the students regarding re­
cent events at Fort Hare but we 
are not convinced that it was 
at all necessary to close down 
the College just in order to ob­
tain· this information which we 
believe could have been 
obtained while the students 
were still in residence and the 
dissident elements dealt with 
on the spot. The College, we· 
believe, is intended to train 

j men and women who are going-. 
to hold responsible positions as 
future leaders of the commu­
nity and who should be able to 
take full responsibility for their 
convictions and actions. We 
regard the stipulation that 
those who offer to give inform­
ation about other students. 
should do so in privacy as defi­
nitely unfair unless it is assum­
ed that the majority of the 
students fall within the defini­
tion of the alleged "pressure 
group" in which case the con­
tinued existence of the College 
would be unjustified. There is 
nothing to binder the wily in­
former who wishes to get into 
the good books of the authori­
ties from making untrue or 
exaggerated allegations against 
other students when he is him­
self in no better position. We 
believe that any information 
conveyed should be properly 
vouched for under the signa­
ture of the informer. If that is 
not done it appears to us that 
a premium is being placed on 
moral cowardice for so-called 
College men and women whose 
status will thus degene 
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UMTHUNYWA 
SATURDAY, MAY 21, 1955. 

AN UNFAIR 
STIPULATION 

The latest developmeht ,con­
cerning the recent Fort Hare 
affair is the decision of the 
Governing Council to re-open 
the College on the 1st July, on 
condition that the students will 
co-operate and furnish "full in­
formation about the events of 
the past few weeks" with the 
assurance that "all information 
received will be treated as 
strictly confidential by the com­
mittee appointed to deal with 
readmissions." We cannot quar­
rel with the requirement that 
full information be furnished 
by the students regarding re­
cent events at Fort Hare but we 
are not convinced that it was 
at all necessary to close down 
the College just in order to ob­
tain· this information which we 
believe could have been. 
obtained while the students 
were still in residence and the 
dissident elements dealt with 
on the spot. The College, we· 
believe, is intended to train 

j men and women who are going. 
to hold responsible positions as 
future leaders of the commu­
nity and who should be able to 
take full responsibility for their 
convictions and actions. We 
regard the stipulation that 
those who offer to give inform­
ation about other students. 
should do so in privacy as defi­
nitely unfair unless it is assum­
ed that the majority of the 
students fall within the deftni-· 
tion of the alleged "pressure 
group" in which case the con­
tinued existence of the College 
would be unjustified. There is 
nothing to hinder the wily in­
former who wishes to get into 
the good books of the authori­
ties from making untrue or 
exaggerated allegations against 
other students when he is him­
self in no better position. We 
believe that any information 
conveyed should be properly 
vouched for under the signa­
ture of the informer. If that is 
not done it appears to us that 
a premium is being placed on 
moral cowardice for so-called 
College men and women whose 
status will thus degenerate to 
that of primary school boys and 
girls. . 
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10.ffi 

Back~ground To Troubles At 
F ort Hare College 

By A Special Corre pondent 

THE groping and t.he 
searching that are a 

perverse part of contact 
between the African and 
the European mind in 
Africa have been brought 
dismally home by dis­
putes over the past few 
weeks in the field of 
education in Sou th 
Africa. 

Early thl month the publi 
were suddenly informed that 
all of i,;ome 360 tudents at the 
University College of Fort 
Hare for non-Europeans in the 
E:11stern Provine were being 
sent home and the college was 
to be closed temporarily (a 
subsequent announcement aid 
that it might be reopened by 
July). 

Some 30 students have b~ n 
expelled from a missionary 
technical college for Africans 
in southern Natal for taging 
an "uprising"; and on parts 
of the Wit ·atersrand in the 
Tm nsvaal there has been a 
running engagement hctwr- n 
African parents and the Gov­
ernment over the inception of 
the new system which installs 
the Government rather than 
various Churches as the fo ·t r­
father and o er eer of primary 
Bantu education. 

* 
rrHE f atm s common to 

all these separate events 
fs that no one has been able 
or willing to say exactlv whut 
has l1appened. • 

Those who try to pick out 
facts ~re left with a feeling 
of trymg to play the piano 
with gloves on. They cannot 
get their hands cleanly to any 
keys, 

Allegations of subversion, 
intimidation, or victimisation 
fly to and fro, and it is hard 
to make out whether African 
protests or boycotts are spon­
taneous or are cultivated by 
threats of viglence from their 
own people. 

Very probably the Africans 
themselves could not say, as 
they do not know which of a 
babble of voices to listen to. 

* • * 

outside, even though Fort Hare 
does lie among distant hills 
R nd IR not placed in on of 
th large c ntr s of the 
Union. 

The march f v nts outside 
the collcg , and beyond the 
r:ontrol of th staff, has 
steadily bu·1t up an atmo -
pher not quit like the trust­
ful relation hip. of old. Pro­
fes. or C. P. D nt, the Princi­
pal, who fi1•st joined the staff 
in 1922, would prohably he the 
first to agree, orrowfully, that 
this i so. 

tud nt at 
with 

th de. crlption 
gov rning ounc·1. "Th re wa 
no such thing as A. caucus," 
saici one African student. 

The root of th trouhlc, he 
w~nt on, was that the students 
did not have nough fr cdom 
and opportunity to xpres~ 
th h views to th staff. They 
w r treated almo t a i! th y 
were at ·chool. 

The stud nts' R p ntativ 
ouncil resigned becau c il felt 

it could not voice the views of 
those whom it represented. At 
the end th male student 
were prohibited from going to 
the women's common room as 
they wished, and when a 
request was m~ d for a mass 
meeting to protest ahout this 
and other grievances, per­
mission was refused. 

So far from th r having 
b n intimidation among the 
l,udents, h ..1dd d, there had 

been victimisation hy th taff 
in dealing with the students. 
Names went on fl l:llacl{ list 
"in the familiar way." 

* 
THIS last remark, irre-

spective of wh ther it 
i true or an exaggeration, 
was significant. 

It illustrated that th1 ts no 
simple dispute arising fortuit­
ously at one university but is 
a voicing of the "anti-White" 
state of mind of the educated 
African, an ov rflow from the 
political beaker in the Union 
as a whole. 

The educated African be­
lieves that the dice wfll be 
loaded against him aft r he 
leaves university, and he react 
accordingly •hile still at 
university. EVENTS at Fort Hare 

College may not have 
been as tragic as some • 
ii:nagine, bnt there i every 
sign that th patience of the 
staff there. whose members are 
both European and African 
was tried too far. ' 

He may show no interest in 
qua.lifying in sciences, such as 
agriculture and forestry, of 
which his own people stand in 
great need; but he still believes 
that opportunity is closed to 
him. 

• • 
Th executive committe of 

th governing council decla1 ed 
that a seer t, unauthorisea 
and even menacing student 

uthority or "caucus" had 
t ak n root, clestructiv both of 
discipline 1rnd fre dom of opin­
ion mon th' students. 

A. a con qu •nee th tu-
d nts' R pr fl ntative Conn· I, 
th students' official mouth­
pi c , rle i<l d tliat it might a 
well re.ign; ~ind, stats th 
committee, "lher was further 
viclence" of the intention to 

"continu th struggle." 
•1:1ie culminating incident 

which rl CH1ed the gov min 
authoriti to clos th oil gc 

d h r - dl 

1 gcs u 
face for the t 

and gown 
._ outh Af ·i a f 
Indian , and 

dy alone - c. 1 cant 
t. 

ot be Ignored 
• and hould 

unnoticed 

FORT HARE colleg 1s 
:;egregat d in two way • 

Fir t, in conformity with 
academic ape rtheid, th stu­
d nts ar 1ll non-Europeans; 
and secondly, their college 
h11pp ns to b r mov d from 
nny big town wh r th orr i --
a.ry bu. ti of affairs might 
tak their minds off their 
grievance . 

The wo1ds of a writ r in 
Th Natal Daily News hcd n. ' 
si nificant light. 

•· r t. p ~rh ps unfortunate 
that Fort Hare grew up wh r 
t dill. Although this valley, 

with it horizon tr tching to 
the Am to! Mount.a.in , i 

d han 
h av lY, 

n ry
1 

fro 
ur o 
n an 

1rround 
erlty. 

conflic 
due ti 

v r gnlfl 
b yond normal proportion ." 

(Copyright, by rra.n m nt 
Tlle Tim . London.) 

 

 



E TIMES, SEYMOUR & PEDDIE GAZE r r~-MAY 26, 195. 

The Fort Hare Inciden'-. 
DlSCUSSION DEVELOPES IN 

PARLIAMENT _______ ....., ________ _ 

'rhe closing down of the U niver 
sity College of Fort Hare was raised 
again on the EducatLm Vote ifl the 
Assembly last week by Mr. Hepple, 
the member for Rossettenville, 
against the express wish of the 
Minister {Mr. J. H. Vilj1en). Here 
are the essential points in the dis• 
cussion which followed. 

The Cba.irman : Order l The 
matter cannot be discussed as 1t is 
sub judice. 

side of ~the Government bt>cause of 
the fact that this sort of thing gets 
world wide pulJlicity, especially as a 
non-European U oiversit_y is concern• 
ed. It is in the interests of South 
A.frica as well as io the interests of 
students thiit tl!e greatest amount of 
publicity should be given to it and 
that the best j)ossible men should 
serve on the commission proposed by 
lb~ Executive Council of Fort Hare. 
I do not want the Minister to go mto 
details, but I hope that he will make 
some statement in this cosnection to 
tbis Committee this afterooou. Mr. H 0 pple : No, Mr. Ohairm·rn, 

it is not ub judice at all. Mr. V. G. ffenner Solomon; r · 
Mr, Barlow : How can it be sub am very s0rrv indeed th a.t the hon. 

ju.lice ? mPmber for Rosettc:,1wille (Mr. · 
Mr. Hepple: May I briefly state Hepple) rai8ed the question of too 

what the position is ? O 1 the 5th of clo8i □g of Fort Hare 11.nd that be did , 
this month we lad a start.Jing PrNb n0t ar,oede to the request of the 
report that t.he Police had taken over Miniator u t to deal with that sub­
Fort H ,He University because thera ject• I myself intend to respect the 
wi::>.s supposed to hd a secret soc 4et} Minister's wishe~. but I do foel that 
there and a secret caucu9 operati g, I am justified in poit1 ti11J out, even 
ar,d that t.he principal bad felt, in the at this stage-and I fo~l sure that 
internMts of good order and control the Minister will not d1Hagree with 
of tbe University that he Phould what I have to say ........ . 
chse down the Universitv. It was Mr, Barlow: Why should it be 
closed down and the students were kept quiet? 
sent home, The principal of. the Mr. Fenner- Solomon : It is not a 
University fhw to Cape Town and question of keeping it quiet, why do 
had discussions with the Minister of vou not keep quiet for a change. 
Education, anJ then returl1ed to the This is a matter in which the Execu­
U oiverRiLy. Toe Encutive Cou 1cil tive Committee of the College Coun­
of the O niversity then m,- t and dis cil acted vary wisely, I think; they 
cu ➔sed tht' q Bstion of sending a acted judiciously and after mature 
letter to the p 1.rents of all the stu- consideration in view of all the cir­
dents explaining to them the circum - cumstances which had a.risen. On 
stances that led to the c 'osing of the that Council there are Native mem· 
University and stating what they borEi as well, and we know perfectly 
required of the parents in order that well that as far as Fort Hare is con­
the U oiversity should be opened oerned the Exeeutive and the Uni· 
again. varsity Council have the interests of 

Th~ Minic,ter was given ~ermis- the Africans at heart. If ever any­
sion to make a stii.tem€\nt in this body had those iuterests at heart, 
Ho11sa in wl1•oh he ~aid that th'3 then tbesa are the mdn. I am satis­
Umven~ity wo · id resume its aotivi - fled and I want to assure this Com• 
ties a.t the e u t~st possible d'lte mittae that any attempt which is 
aftt-r the oec u ;39<.i ry steps had been now b.:,i1,·~ made to stir up strife be• 
tc1ken to restore order. As far as cause of th~ actions of that Cour_icil, 
the public genttrally k.oew and, from will do ttle College no good &tall. I 
information I have, as far as the foel tba.t I am therefore justified in 
s 1udents knew, ttlere was order at rising for these fow ser.onds to sup­
the University ; there was no such port very strongly the acti0n of the> 
thing as disordtlr• At Fort Hare Colle~e Council in view of what has 
U nivdrsity, like UtJiversities io every bken place, aod in view of the faot 
pa.rt of the world, the students oooa- that I know th t they act in the best 
sionally organised boycotts and interests, not only of the Council 
prot::sts and demom1trations, and themselves but 'lf the students whose 
apparently they had boycotted a interests t.hev attempt to serve. 
1uaduation ceremony. However, I Mr. Barlow : A question has 
do not want to go into all the details. been asktid in this House by the 
I want to come to the latest po8ition, L.nder of "ne L i.t>our P c.1.rty why it 
and that is what I want to take up ia chat no statement has been made 
with the Minister. The latest report in Piirlh,:neat ah:>llt F ,Ht ti ue. rtte 
which appeared in the Cc:J.pe Argu:3 Minist~r refll~ed to give u~ a state• 
last night was to the effect that tbe me 11u. rn., uni6 t W uip cf the Unit­
Ex:ecutive Council of Furt Hare ed Pc1rty is evidently supp:>rting the 
University met and took certain de• Minister. Th!lt cuts rigbt across the 
cisi_ons: firstlr, to_ confirm . the p:hverd .:f(l(t privile~as ..>f Pc:t.rlia~nent. 
actions of the .. K&:ecutiv~ ~?mm1ttee it any,,at, ~· .ould k,v>W whi.t y, go~ 
wh~ch suspend~d all activities of the ing O 1t it 13 P"r 1.;.ment. Thld riOrt 

College ; secondly, to approve of the of th inti ..vo,1U not have been tolerat­
letter to t>e sent to the pc\rent!il ; and, ed in tue Dritish House o( Commons 
thirdly-a.nd thie i~ the im~ortant or in uanada or anywhere else. 

. one tha.t I want to discuss with the The Minister of Education, Arts 
Minister-to appoint a two• or three .. and Science : I did malra a etate­
ma.a commission to g_o into the con- ment. 
ditions of work and hfe at the C ll: Mr. Barlow : Why did they come 

~!~~sa~~/
0
th~t~kTmapr~::~:~t~eoihe to s~e you if it is not a. Government 

members of this corncni sion will not aff :ur ? 
1 bA ma b of ll .,.. • ~ .. '-- be 

linist 
ulted 00'fl1CM<:21c•n o 
ointment of this commissio:i, and 
vh~ther he is makiog any recom· 
nendations a.s to the pers,rnnet of 
,his commission. I do not tbink 
.hat it should be left to the Eucu · 
tive Council of the U oiver:5ity alone 
to decide who is to bs on the com 

t Beau• 
t . . . lo~on), 

who agrees with me that the U 01ver• 
sity College of Fort Eld.re sho~ld be 
placei in the position . wh~re it ~• n 
sot ve its own domestic d1ffi.oulhes. 
I am convinced tha, the Council aod 
the Senate are fally able to solve the 
diffkulty. 

mission to look into this matter. I----------------•• 
want to say that not only tbis P.1r-
liament and not only those affacted 
at the U oiversity are interested in 
this. but I think that everyone who 
is interested in oducation would like 
to know what is happentn.~ thera 
and what are the reasons tha.t have 
led up to this state of affc1,irs• I 
think that because of the great 
publicity that has been given tLHs 
matter, arn:.l also because of the fact· 
that the Police had to take control 
of the University-and I have re-
ports that the Police arrived on the 
campus with t>ten guns an? t.he 
students were led to the station by 
the Police and the a.ssis~ance of the 
R~il way Police was used ;_ an<J • h.e 
Poliee actually had a specta.l co~cn 
on the train on wbbh tJ take th ps~ 
students bome-ber.aus? of all toll.t 
we should have some cla.r~t.v on the 
matter. I tbink it ha~ assumed. 
national importano . It h38 vaus• 
ed a. g reat deal of worry on the 

 

 



Extrac:t from 

BJ1IDU, }tiadras. 

FORT HARE 'VARSITY 
CAPETOW T. • fay 25. 

Fort Hare University Colle~e for 
non-Europe::ms at Alice in the east­
ern Cape Province-South Africa's 
only full non-European University 
-hopes to reopen on July 1. But 
it will screen all its students. 

The University wa. clo~ed ab­
ruptly a few. weeks ago by the col­
lege authorit;es who alleged that 
a secret "caucus" of students was 
imposing its ,vill on the University 
by threats and intimidation and 
that the position was becoming in­
tolerab l-e.-PTI. 
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21 JUN 1955 

Inqui ·y 
• into ort 

Hare 
Da ly News Corr!$pondent 

ALlCE. Monday. - A commis­
~ion of inquiry has been stab­
lished by the Fort Hare .... on­
European College at Alice tt. in­
quire into "the life and work " 
at the college. from which the 
entire student body of 350 youths 

, were expelled last month. 
The college will re-open on Fri­

day and normal classes will be 
resumed on July 4, it was officially 
announced to-day. 

Stud nts denied readmission will 
be given the right of appeal and 
a final decision will then be made 
by the College's Governing 

I Council. 
The commission will be under 

the chairmanship of Profe sor 
.T. P. Duminy. of Pretor·a. Other 
members of the commission have 
not yet b en appointed. 

RF.;ADMI, IO -, 
In a st;ile nent announcing the 
tablishment of the commi sfon. 

or C. :r. Dent, th rinc1-
id all th • ations by 
~ for l ad had b n 

co red b , th live Com-
m of the and th 
Council had au th re-
arlmi ion of all udents recom­
m nd d by the committee. 

"'l'ho e tuden who 
ate Executive 'does not 

nd for immed' a 
l be notified e 

ai d th 
U}it t ft 

! 
their be l 
Co m de ision,' 

"A ion i 
appoint d v stigate 

ition of and work in the 
college, and to mak r commenda-

1 tion f r their improv rnent" 
Pro s or D nt said tl Council 

and Senate of the College 
re retted ''the c1rcum tanc s 
which made ne e ary tht:1 t m­
porary u p nsi n of th activities 
of the College." 

"We tru t that tudents will 
return in the right spirit and make 
prop u e of the opportunities 
provid d for them, in which they 
will 1 eceive all the assi ance we 
can give." 

Th tatem nt was sent to the 
parents, of all tudents. 
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DEEPER MEANING TO FORT HARE? 
~ Institute of Race Relations Thinks So 

"We con ider that the event at Fort Hare annot b di arced from 
tho taking place in the JUntry at large," said Dr. Elleo Hellmann, 
If ident of the Jn5titute of Race Relations in a tatement issued last 
week. "Fort Hare draw it stud nt from a wide constituency, and they 
cannot be immune to the feeling and attitudes expre sed by non­
Europeans. particularly in urban areas." 

In the tatement which announced the temporary clo ing of Fort 
Hare the college authorities referred to the existence among the student 
body of a " caucus.'' and its intention to continue the " struggle." 

Thi would seem to imply an as ociation by such students at Fort 
Hare with the broader issues of the general " struggle " of the non­
European people. 

"The immediate reasons advanced by the students for the boycott 
seem inadequate, and the events would appear to have a wider and deeper 
significance, and to be an indication of the state of frustration which 
exists among non-Europeans. 

"We consider that the isolation of Fort Hare, both geographically and 
as a segregated college, has contributed to an exaggerated sense of 
grievance on the part of the students, and a possible and understandable 
lack of appreciation by the authorities of the extent and full implication 
of the ferment among younger African intellectuals.'' -~ 

 

 



DIE VOLKSBLAD 

28 J 1 5 

Studel}te Mag 
Terug na 
Fort Hare 

ALICE. - Die hoof van die 
Universiteitskollege Fort Hare vir 
nie-blankes bet 'n brief aan die ouers 
van die studente gestuur waarin hulle 
meegedeel word dat alle aansoeke 
om hertoelating deur die uitvoerende 
komitee van die senaat van die kol­
lege oorweeg sal word en t'fat die 
hertoelating van al die studente wat 
deur die komitee aanbeveel is, toe­
gelaat sal word. 

Die studente wat nie vir onmid­
dellike hertoelating aanbeveel word 
nie, sal van die aanklagte teen 
hulle in kennis gestel word en aan 
hulle sal 'n geleentheid gegee word 
om hulself te verdedig. Die univer­
siteitsraad sal dan finaal oar die 
saak besluit. 
tn Kommissie onc!er die voorsitter­

'-kap van prof. J. P. Duning sal aan­
gestel word om die lewensomstandig­
hede en die werk in die kollege te 
ondersoek en om aanbevelinge ter 
verbetering daarvan te doen.--(Sapa.) 
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THE FRJEND, BWEMFONTEIN 

2 8 J N 1955 
RE-Al)MISSil>N 
OF !j1 lf l)E ' T'fS 

AT FOR1 IIARE 
'l'HE prindp,11 of Fort lime 

l nht•r,lf'.' College for non-
1•,uropeans Im!> ent a letter lo 
parents of 'itudents. s:1) init that 
all UPJ>licatiom, for re-admhsion 
ha 'e been con idcred h~ fhc 
l◄,xecuthe Committee of the 
lJnlversit~ Senak. and th.it the 
re-admission of all tudent, recom­
mended b} the committee has 
been auth~ri ed. tatc Sapn. 

Tho. ·e students "horn the Sena fl• 
Executhe does not recommend 
for immediate re-admission "ill 
be notified of the charge again,f 
them. 1 hu "ill he !.?iH'n the 

' opportunity of ans,Hring the 
charges. Their caseo; "Ill then he 
reported to the l 1nh ersity Coun­
cil for final dccblon, the lctfet 
said. 

The C.:ollcJ,?e "as clo!led do," n 
on Ma, 4 bc<.·au e of the alleged 
e i fence of a . ~cret "caucm," 
"hich intimidaJed h1dc11ts and 
caused them to defy fhe t>roperl~ 
con titutcd authorities. 

 

 



/.If' <;I' faf~ 
2 8 Jut( 1955 , ~ 

! FORJ1 HARE 
·TO BE 
RE-OPENED 

ALICE Tu day. 
·early all the student who 

w re expeIJed from Fort Hare 
U1~iver ·ity College when it wa 
clo ed b ' tl E.·ecutive Commit­
tee of "the CoCege Council on 
Ma 4 will be re-admitted when 
he in Jul . 

Cl • 

whose r -ad­
not been granted 
ed of tne 'charg • 
and the: will.be 

ortunity to an wer 
mmi ion i b ing· 

app the chairman-
. hi J. P. Duminy 
t dition at th 
l ni . 

 

 



.ORT ELIZABETH EVENING POST 

2 8 JUN 1955 

College 
may not 
take 2 
back 

Two Fort Hare University Col­
lege students from Port Elizabeth 
are known to have received let­
ters from the college telling them 

I their applications for readmission 
1 were "thoroughly unsatisfactory." 
I Most of the students from Port 
Elizabeth received letters that 
they were to be admitted to the 
college. 

Earlier, students were sent 
circulars asking for full inform-
2. tion about boycotts and other 
acts calculated to undermine 
discipline in the college. This in­
formation was to be treated in 
confidence. 

The college reopens on Friday, 
July 1. It was closed on May , 
because of the ,alleged existence 
of a secret "caucus" which inti­
midated students and caused 
them to defy the properly con­
stituted authorities. 

No concession forms 
The two students whose appli• 

cations were described as un• 
satisfactory, received no con­
cession forms to return to 
college. 

One letter said: ''Your letter of 
... June, is thoroughly unsatis­
factory. As a student of Iona 

, House you have been specifically 
warned of the danger to your 
career involved in the type of 

' action taken by the students in 
that hostel. 

"Yet in spite of this warning 
you joined in similar action 
taken by the students against the 
college. 

"What have you to say to this 
charge?'' 

The student denies any charges 
against him and has written say• 
ing so. 

Those who can return to college 
received concession forms and a 
circular from the principal, Pro­
f essor C. P. Dent, saying: 

"You are being admitted to the 
college, but if you are to return 
in the right spirit you should re­
cognise the seriousness of the 
action taken by you in taking 
part in the disturbances organ­
ised by the students. 

'Discredit to college' 
"These disturbances were 

deliberately designed to bring 
discredit to the college and to 
embarrass the Senate and the 
principal. 

"It was a direct violation of 
the pledge given and now 
repeated on your form of appli4 

cation for admission, which is the 
basis of your contract with the 
college. • 

"If it should become apparent 
, that you were among those more 
1deeply involved, the rifht is re­
"Se-rved \<\ re~t-"fl>mt .c~ :for 

► iu'rther consideration by the 
Discipline Committee. 

''We trust that the college will 
reopen in a new spirit and that 
we will be able to complete a 
successful year of work." 

 

 



THE L W TNE,.S 

2 9 u 5 

Fort Hare 
lifts ban 
on ome 

lice, Monday. 

THE principal of Fort Hare 
University College for on­

Europeans has sent a letter to 
parents of students saying that all 

lications for re-admission have 
been considered by the executive 
Q)IDmitt.ee of the University Senate, 
and that the re-admission of all 
tudents recommended by the com­

mittee bas been authorised. 
Those students whom the Senate 

Executive does not recommend for 
immediate re-admission will be , 
notified of the charge again t them. 

They will be given the opportuni- , 
ty of answering the charges. Their 
cases will then be reported to t)Je 
University Council for final dec1-
ion. the letter said. 

A commi ion would be ap­
pointed under the chairmanship of 
Prof J. P. Durning to investi- • 
J&te the living condition and work 1 

I an the college and to make recom­
mendatlons for th ir improvement 
if n ry. 

1 
the college closed down on 

May 4 by the Governing ouncil's 
Bxtati

0

'V e• Conunittee because of the 
• of ecret caucu .. 

intimidated tudents and 
to defy the properly 

C81lll1ltlUld authoriti . pa. 

 

 



TH£ 'CA-rE ARGLJ 

l t JUN '955 

Inquiry sought 
at Fort Hare 

TIie Ars111 Correq,oadeat 

JOHANNESBURG, Wednesday. 
- Students' representatives of the 
University College of Fort Hare 
have called on the authorities to 
institute a commission of inquiry 
on which students are represented, 
to investigate the students' 
grievances, according to a state­
ment from the Non-European 
Students• Representative Council. 

They ask also that an students 
be readmitted to Fort Hare with­
out renewal of application. 

 

 



DRUM: JUNE 1955 

t .llnd the people ask: "Why 
as Fort Hare closed down?" 

~ I ES, now as some kind of 
_)_ fals climax in this 

drama of Bantu Education, 
comes the closing down of 
Fort Hare, the fir t Non-Euro­
pean University College in the 
Union. 

The drastic decision to close 
down the College came ju ·t 
after the students had decided 
to stay away from the Col­
lege's Graduation Ceremony in 
protest against the food and 
a new regulation that men 
students should only visit 
women students at a certain 
time and only "on busines ." 
M ny student considered that 
pr pat ation for marriage was 
s riou business. 

DRAMA 
But there is a background 

drama to this story. For a 
long tim now the principal 
of Fort Hare ha alway 1elt 
th t there was a ' 'p1 c sure 
group" among the stud 'nts tn­
timi ting student opinion. 

In 19 9 the students cte­
cid d to boycott th , cin ma 
in th n arby town of Alice 
b cau. of all ged unfair 
tr a tm nt. This boycott w •nt 
on sue • ·fully thou o-h the 

rfncipal ft It that om, ·tu­
dents really prcferr d to at­
tend th shows; they only 
f ar d b in° beaten up by a 
gr up of students. 

On a certain night, however , 
the film version of Shake­
spea re's "Hamlet" was due to 
appear at the bloscope. Thi 
film evoked considerable inter­
est among the students, and 
many indicated that "boycott 
or no boycott," they intended 
to go to see the film. But 
rumours quickly spread the 
those who meant to go would 
be "lynched." 

STONE ATTACK 
After the film show, as the 

students were going over the 
bridge they were suddenly at­
tacked by unknown persons. 
Men and women students \\·ere 
pelted with stones, and th y 
fled in panic. ''We could not 
see our • ttackers," says one of 
DRUM's informants. "For one 
thing it was dark; for anoth r 
we bolted in all directions. By 
a roundabout route I got back 
to our hostel. 

"J. • o. I can't say w were 
definitely _attacked by stu­
dents. Often b fore, students 
have been attacked by boys 
from. 'tselamanzi, the location 
about a mile out ide Alice. 

On another occasion in 1950, 
th Governor-General, Mr. 
Bran I van Zyl, d cid d to vi •i t 
Fort Hare. On the night be­
fore, th Principal. announced 
th fact that very stu I nt 
wa expected to attend. After 

A month ago we published the story of the youngest Fort Hare s!udent, 14-
year-old Patricia Jobodwana (above). Now she is at home again already. 

. upper on the same night, the 
men ~tudents met in front of 
the Dining Hall to "lament the 
death of a Tatives' Represen­
tative in the Union Senate, 
nd to keep a minute's 

silence." 
But during the meeting 

omebody yelled. ·'Why worry 
about our repre.s nbl.tive: what 
about the man \ ·ho has re­
cently made such derogatory 
statement about Africans in 
London!" 

There was an uproar, and 
various voic s shouted that 
they would not attend the 
Governor-General's visit. 

Only a handful of students 
attended the following day, 
and the day after a number 
of students were fined £1 each 
by the Discipline Committee 
for not attending. 

This year students rai/::ed 
the perennial Fort Hare com­
plaint that the food was not 
good enough. This Js~ue 
charged tbe atmo ·phere, until 
carue the . regulation about 
visiting women students. 
Graduation Day wa. forth­
coming and some tudents 
plann d to boycott it. 

BOYCOTT 
The nir:,ht befor~ gradua­

tion th y secretly met at 
Sandile's Kop -a hill with an 
imposing tower erect d to the 
memory of Dr. Stewart, a 
great Lovedal mi~sionary, 
outside the grounds. There, 
in the dead of night, they 
decided to boycott the Gradua­
tion Ceremony. 

On the Friday, Graduation 
Day, only a f w under­
graduates att nded. The 
principal decided that they 
would not hav a Graduation 
Ball in consequence, but the 
graduates went to plead with 
him, at 1 a t to allow them 
to have their dance. 

attend it, but they could not 
promi. e that. However, he 
allow d the graduate to h_ave 
tli ir dance, and paraded him-
elf outside the hall to make 

sure that no un t.rgraduates 
attended. 

The next Tue day night 
students noticed a large con­
tino-ent of police around the 
pre~ises. apparently guarding 
the Coll g.e. There was a 
h hed silence over the whole 
C~llege, and every st~den} 
moved in an atmo phe1 e o 

gni>Ol1ceelscORT 
The following morning the 

students assembled '.3-S u. u~l 
in the Christian Umo~ Halt. 
After the morning service the 

rincipal aid th t it was not f r him to m k an announc -
oent but he ad ised every 

~ude~t to visit the • otice 
Board. t 

On the bonrd the tud n 
found instruction that 
student had to I etu1n ~o 
their hostels, pack up 11 their 
belon~ngs and leave for ho e 
in fo:lr hours. Further det~l~s 
of tirn s at which t_rams 1e 
av· ilable \\. re furm hed. 

The polf ce escorted 
student to the station and 
all the way to their home 
to,vn.. . . al h 

Meanwhile the pnnc1p. . a. 
de a report to the Mm1 tcr 

::;:a Education, and a qu stion 
ha . been a:ked in Parliament 

rdl·no- the closing down of rega c-
th College. . 

But the country va1t a_ In 
breathless anxi ty.. The im­
pression had defimt Jy b en 
given that there was a .... ~i~k 
gerous secret body a 

A last look at Fort Hare. Will this student be allowed to return 7 
The principal asked them 

to undertake that no under­
graduate. Would b allowed to 

in F o;t Hare. Par ntfi. wer 
worried, student tr mblm~ in 
fear and some organtsat101: 
wer~ cl, mouring for a pubh~ 
in uiry and the re-op mng 0 

Fit Hare. And the public ~-as 
asking : "Are the ate~. clo mg 
for ev r on Educat10n for 
Africans?" 

• 
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.I Ill 10~~ 

Fort Hare 
lessons 

seen 
MANCHESTER. - Referring to 
the re-opening of the Fort Hare 
University College today, the 
Manchester Guardian expresses 
the hope that "some lessons have 
been learned, and not at all on 
one side." 

" Some thoughtful comments 
are made by Dr. Ellen Hellman, 
president of the South African 
Institute of Race Relations, in 
the June issue of Race Relations 
News. 

"The trouble, she thinks. 
springs from the general racial 
situation. 

" 'Resentment against the trend 
of developments in South Africa 
has tended to turn into resent­
ment against authority as such.' 

"When higher education is run 
on apartheid lines, racial friction 
between students and the author­
ities is, as the Americans say, 
'built in.' 1 

"In view of the growing racial 
tension in the Union, it was 
almost to be expected that the 
natural fellow-feeling of the 
students, severed as • they are 
from all contact with the Euro­
pean students, should have 
hardened into a subterranean 
organisation of some kind. 

A seed-bed 
"It is pe1·haps significant that 

this trouble should have broken 
out in the only ~ully-segregated 
institution of the lot and indeed 
it is hardly conceivable that it 
should have occurred n the 'open' 

1 universities. 
I "If the Nationalist zealots get 
I their way, and succeed in concen­
tlating non-European higher 
education in self-contained insti­
tutions in spite of the difficulties 
outlined by the Holloway Com­
mission, will they not be prepar­
ing a seed-bed for a whole crop 
of such trouble ?"-(Sapa-Reuter.) l 
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Hoer Onderwys vir Naturelle 
TERWYL verteenwoordlgers <>ndersoek deur 'n butte­

van die naturellestudente staande kommlssle is, voor 
wie almal getulenls kan afl~. 

aan Fort Hare aandrtn1 op Dit bet reeds heeltemal dui-
'n ondersoek na toestande 1n dellk geword dat die hoer 
die kollege, meen ons dat die naturelleonderwys vraagstuk-
owerheid gerus aan hul ver- ke oplewer wat in die hoer 
soek kan probeer voldoen. So onderwys vir blankes nie 
'n ondersoek moet vanself- aanwesia 1s nle. Dit is ook 
sprekend 'n breer terrein be- ten oorvloede duidelik dat 
stryk as die ,,griewe" wat die nierdie vraagstukke dikwels 

• naturelle ondersoek wll h~. rot ontstellende gevolge lei. 
Oor 'n lang tydperk reeds Jui& omda t ons 'n tydperk 

vind daar per1od1ete ult- ingaan waarin verwag moet 
barstinge plaas tn 1nr1gtlngs word da t hoer opleiding vir 
vir gevorderde naturelle- naturelle aansienllk sal uit­
onderwys, en bale dikwels brei, 1s die tyd gelee om deur­
gaan dit met geweldplegin& tastend na te gaan in watter 
gepaard. Die Jongste ge- mate bestaande inrigtlngs , 
beurtenisse in Fort Hare het ( die ondersoek hoef . nie tot 
tot die bale drastiese stap van Fort Hare beperk te wees nle) 1 

tydelike sluiting van die hele en bestaande opvattlnge- vol- t 

1nrigting gelel. Op die oog doen aan die else van hoer 
lyk die reaksie van die naturelleonderwr.s, 
kollege-owerheid butte ver- Ons bedoel hierdie aan­
houding tot wat oor die aan- merklnge in geen opsig as 
leiding bekend gemaak 1s, kleinerend nle. Op.s naturelle­
naamlik die ontstaan van 'n bevolking, en bowenal natuur­
nle-amptelike organisasie on Uk diegene wat hoer onder­
dcr die studente wat onder wys ontvang, verkeer in 'n 
meer vtr die boikot van •n oorgangstydperk wat uiter­
gradeplegtlgheld verant.woor- aard ontwrtgtend op die 
delik was. Geen oomblik wil gemeenskap sowel as die in­
ons te kenne gee dat die dividu moet inwerk. Hoe 
kollege-owerheld hom te butte meer iig gewerp kan word op 
&egaan het nle. Wel w1l ons die netelige taak van die 
te kenne gee dat die owerheld onderwys in sulke omstandig­
meer weet en meer vermoed hede, des te beter vtr alle 
as wa t hy aan d1P- publlek betrokkenes. Daarsonder loop 
bekend gemaak het. Of die ons gevaar dat die hoer onder­
plan van die owerheid 1s om wys, wat bedoel ls om vir die 
later meer lig op die saak te nature! 'n seln te wees, v1r te 
gooi, weet ons nle. Maar veel van hulle 'n hinder in 
alles in ag genome, glo ons dat plaas van 'n hulg in die !ewe 
daar 'n ioele saak vtr 'n word. 

 

 



THE FRI ·ND, Bl.OEM ·O TEIN 

~ 2 JUL 19 

FORT HARE IS 
A LESSON TO 
BOTH SIDES 

U.K. PA ER 
MANCHESTER, Friday. 

REFERRING TO THE re-opening of the Fort Hare Univer­
it ' College, which i c. ·pected to take place today the 

~ Manchester Guardian'' expre es the hope that " omc les on 
,ave been learned, and not at all on one ide." 

I 
" ome thoughtful comments arc 

made by Dr Ellen Hellman, Presi­
dent of the South Afncan In titute 
of Race Relations, in the June is ue 
of "Race Relation ews." 

"The trouble, she think , is ut 
bottom not local to the college; 1t 
prings from the gencr.fi racial itua-

tion. ' 

·• 'The Res ntmenr, he says, 
'a ain t the trend of development in 
South Africa has tended to turn into 
rc~entment agaim,t autl}ority a ·uch: 

"\Vhen higher education is run on 
apartheid lines, racial friction be­
t ween tudents and the authorities ;s 
a the mcrkan ay, 'built in,'" 
ay the "M,mchcster uardian''. Jn 
1ew of the growin racial t n ion in 

th nion, it "as almost to be e •4 

pe ted that the natural fcllow-ieelin.., 
of the tudents, severed as they are 
rom all contact with the European 
tudent , hould have hardened into 

,1 ·ubt rr, ncan organisation of omc 
kind. 

"ll I 

 

 



JU' 5 

: FORT HARE I 
: INQUIRY URGED. 

Johannesburg. Wednesday. -Re­
presentatives of students of the Uni­
versity College of Fort Hare have 
called upon the authorities to es­
tablish a commission of inquiry. 
with tudents represented, to inves­
tigate the tudents' . grievances, says 
a statement from the non-European 

tudents' Representative Council. 
They ask also that all students 

be readmitted to Fort Hare without 
renewal of application.-Sapa. 

655 
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Fort Hare College h 

Reopened on 
Schedule 

Fort Hare niver ity College, at 
Alice, reopened on schedule· yester­
day, after being closed down for 
some weeks on the order of the 
College authorities a.nd students, 
were returning to the institution in 
the normal fashion. 

I The Regi trar told the Daily Dis­
pa tclf in a telephonic interview • 
hat tudies would be resumed on 

Monday. It wa customary, he said, 
for the college to open on the Fri­
day before a term began and to 
begin academic activities on the 
f ·~g ~l'AUlllr;Y. 
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tudents . return 
to Fort Hare 

THE first students at Fort Hare University College, 
Alice, since the college was closed on May 4, 

arrived there yesterday from all parts of the Union. 
The bulk are due to arrive over the weekend. The 
college opens officially Olli Monday. 

The Principal, Professor C. P. 
Dent, told the Herald yesterday 
ihat it was not possible at this 
stage to say exactly how many 
llad been enrolled and how many 
had been refused readmission. 

uSecret society" 
The college was closed as it 

was alleged that a students' 
"secret society" was hostile to­! wards the university authorities. 

Students left Alice while 
police stood by in case of 
incidents. They were toldifuey 
would have to re-apply for 
entry to continue their studies. 
The Herald's East London 

correspondent reports that the 
, university reopened on schedule. 

After being closed down, the 
college authorities and students 
were returning to the institution 
in the normal f~hion. 

The Registrar said studies 
would be resumed on Monday. 

It was customary, he said, for 
the college to open on the Friday 
before a term began and to begin 
academic activities on the fol-
lowing Monday. ' 
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Fort Hare 
students 
re-apply 

From Our Correspondent 
DURBAN, Friday. - Depending 

on the co-operation of the students 
who wish to return. it is hoped 
to reopen the University College 
of Fort Hare on July l. 

The mttdents ruwe been asked to 
supply full information • about the 
events which led to the expulsion 
of the entire student body of 310 
men and 20 women a month ago. 

The first applications for re­
admission in response to circulars 
and enrolment ' forms sent to 
students and their parents last i 
week have been received by the 1 • 
college. 

The circular makes it clear that 
the college can only be opened on 
Julv 1 under conditions which will 
enable it to function properly. 

Those students who are held 
. responsible for pressure groups 
; within the college. for intimilia­
: tion and for resistance to proper 
authority will not be readmitted. 

A special committee will care­
' fully deal with all the applications. 

 

 



 

 



THE NATAL DAILY NEWS 

i 3 JUN 1955 

·THE NAT. 

FORT HARE RE 
IS POSSIBLE 
ON JULY I 

Daily Newa Reporter 
ALICE. Friday. 

DEPE1 "DING on the co-operation of the students who 
, wi h to return. in the form of full information , 

about the event which led to the expulsion of the entire , 
tudent body of 310 men and 20 women a month ago. it 

is hoped to re-open the Vniversity College of Fort Hare 
on July 1. 

The first application for readmission in response to 
circulars and enrolment for s sent to students and their 
parents last week have been eceived by the College. 

I 
The circular makes it clear that 

the College could only be opened 
on July 1 "under conditions whic\ 
will enable it to function properly.' 

Those students who are held 
responsible for pressure groups · 
within the College. for intimidation 
and for resistance to proper 
authority, will not be re-admitted. 
Students have now been asked to 
give information, confidentially, I 
about "boycotts and other acts 
calculated to undermine discipline 
during 1955." 

MUCH INFORMATION 
The circular says the authorities 

already have much information 
which it would have been unjust 
t9 get before the day of the closing 
because of the fears of the students 
then in College. A special com- 1 
mittee will carefully deal with all 
the applications for re-admission. 

I was to-day taken over the 
College by Sir Fulque Agnew, the 
Registrar. The College lecture 
rooms and laboratories had to be 
unlocked. The hostel have been 
empty since May 4. and at this time 
of the year students would have 
,been studying hard for their mid­
term examinations. Now these 
examinations for those re-admitted 
will have to be waived. 

COMMISSION 
The two. or three-man commis­

sion to be appointed to look into 
conditions of life and work at the 
College is not expected to be 
appointed until after the College 
reopens. 

The University education at Fort 
Hare cost.a students £75 a year. 
Of this sum £35 goes to tuition, 
£10 to the hostel, £5 for examina­
tions and only £25 towards the 
dining room. 

It seems clear that if the 
students want a more varied menu 
-and this in. the past has b~en 
one 

ws. FRIDAY, 
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Thes~ Fort Hare University 
students shout hurried last­
minuh~ fart>Wf'lls to friends 
and relative before the East 
London-bound train, which 
carried thf'm bt.<·k to Fort 
J-11,rP lo eonthme thf'ir stndit•s, 
steamed out of the Port F.liza­
beth railway . tation 1 as t 
night. 

All th," 115 l'1H't }:lh:ah th 
tmknts who \\'('re dismissPd 

wi1 h the r1 st of tJw 11dent 
arly 

train. 
in 1 (a~r, w •rn on 1he 

--------------
FAREWELL TO 

( FRIENDS 

Fort Hare readmits 
all City students 

-------■ A FORT HARE University Col-
lege student last night evaded 

qtwslions about th possibility 
of future trouble at the univer­
sity, saying he thought that if 
the college authorities co-op r­
ated with the studcntR and 
agn•cd to disr-uss problems 
which might arise, relations 
would run smoothly in the 
futu l'e . He declined t comment 
further. 

He said that dissension had 
arisen originally when the col­
lege authorities refused to 
discuss certain privileges that 
had been withdrawn from t]J.~ 
students. -• 

He was one of the 15 Port Eliza­
beth students who were return­
ing to Fort Hare last night. 

11 the Port Elizabeth students 
have been readmitted, although 
two of them are k own to 
have received letters from the 
college telling them that their 
applications for readmission 
wer , "thoroughly unsatisfac­
tory." 

A young woman student said that 
the feeling among the 15 Port 

■--------' 

Elizabeth members of the col­
lege was that they were very 
sorry about the trouble an<l 
that they were very pleased to 
be returning to Fort Hare to 
continue their studies. She did 
not think there would be any 
further incidents. 

The college was closed on May 4, 
because of the alleged existence 
of a secret student body which 
intimidated studencs, and was I 
reopened on Friday, July- 1. 

The university has been closed 
for 58 days since the decision I 
by the authorities to dismiss 
the 364 students. 

During the period the university 
was closed, circulars were sent 
to parents stating that it was 
the authorities' intention to 
discover the names of students 
who had been responsible for 
intimidation and for resistance 
of proper authority. 

These students would not be re­
admitted. After they applied 
for readmission most of t h e 
Port Elizabeth students were 
notjfied that they had been 
accepted. 
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150 Fort Hare 
students back 

The Argus Co:Te5poudeot 

ALICE. Monday. - Only about 
150 of the 320 students who ,; ere 
expel'ed from Fort Hare Univer­
sity College t,vo months ago were 
present when classes \Vere 
resumed to-day. 

_ 1:ost of the absentees were 
unable to obtain train bookings 
and wi!l arnve at the college 
within the next few days. 
A small number of others. how­

e ·er. are known to have been 
refused readmission. 

 

 



f : HOW MANY STUDENTS 
GOLDEN CITY POST, JU E 5, 1955 

E RE-ADMITTED TO 

Natal S.R.C. Protests 
.......................................................... 

•• , •• , •• ,,.:;,·.~ .. This i. the Unii•er1t'ty Colley'} ~ 

of Fort Hare. The question : 
nou· is how tnanv of the .160 a 
studr1lls who were sent 1wm,, : 
wh ·n the college wo clo.sPd ~ 
<lr111 II te.mpora:·ily 1t'ill ue § 

readmitted. ~ 

··························--··············· 

.i\ REQUEST to the Fort 
Hare authorities to re­

admit all students without 
their having to make fresh a p­
plica tions is made in a state­
ment issued by the Non­
European Students' Represen­
tative Council at the University 
of Natal. 

The statement says: 
'' We. the Non - European 

tudents' Repre~cntative Counc1I. 
University of ... 'atal, strongly pro­
test against th<• action of th 
GovP.rntng Council ot the Un1ver­
r-:ity College of Fort Hare in the 
closing <!own of the colkgR, thui-:; 
instituting another erious inroad 
into th meagre and already 
crumbling <>ducation of the vast 
majority of th , South African 
population. 

"After intei·vhwing no fcwP.r 
than 40 'prP8 nt' and f.1O past 
• tudents of Fort Hare, w1' hav<' 
gather d the following .salient 
facts Which throw Iicrht on thP 
incident: 0 

Food Boycott 
-'-----------

,, ;. The long-existing dlssati.·­
faction among the st 1Jents on tlw 
que tion of diet culminated in a 
SUP.ces. ful boycott of the dining-

I 
hall in 1951 during the prtnclpal's 
ab.·ence. 

"Thi. wa~c; peacefully .·ettl d by 
the' authorities, and a better di t 
wa:-; ilrntitute<I. Upon thP return 
of the P1incipal thp quality of the 
food agaJn cteterioratPd. 

"On .·everal occasion· f-Lfter this 
thP students made leo-itimate re­
quPsts for a bette1 diet. Th 'S<' 
were ignored. 

"2. For r<'ason not known by 
thP stud<'nts. polic havP cons·s­
tently intrudPd into the collegp 
prr>mises. 

"3. A r<'sull of thPse and 
other nunwrous complaints, thi> 
t11dt>nl:-. through thP S.R.C.. rr­

quested a general meeting. The 
Princ1p· I r"fllHPd tlw holcting of 
·iny mePting on the eoll ge 
premise::;. 

"The student~. a a body, then 
met outside the col!Pge ground. 
At thi:,; mePting t11e students 
d(•ciderl. among- otlwr thing., that 
~II students othr-r than graduand.s 
( those who ha vc pa.ssf'd their ex­
nmina lion::: but have not yet heen 
cappPd) and members of th 
S.R.C. should nhsent them.--elve: 
from thf' graduation CPremony. 
Thi:, the students hoped, would 
<!raw tlw attention of the 

, authorltiPs to tlwir grievn.ncPs. 
"4. In vitw of these facts, lt IS 

s:u rprising that: 
"(n) The r.-sJ~nation of ttrn 

R.R.C. should ban, hPt'n intt•r­
prt>tt>d as havln~· Jwen <Int" to 
th.- shult>nt hody SUf)t'rst'ding 
th.., S.Jt.C'. 

"(h) The I'rin<•ipal ~honld 
havt> <:on(•t>h «'d of thp (' ·lstt•m•c 
of tht-- pressur1• grouJ) or thf' 
so-,·allpcJ '<•auC'us,' of \\ hic·h none 
or thf> stud"nts intt>r\'it>\\ ed lmd 
an~ Irnoi" led~-... 

"Carcass" 

"\Ve g,1 ther. hOWL'Ve1, th11 t ,t 
go· t. which had lwen consumed 
~anclil<>': Kop by f;tudents of on• 
how,r> ·who w re crlebr ling 
sporu°ng victol'y, was frequently 
referred to ns th "carcnss." The 
students h01iev( that th wo1d 
"c:i ucus'' a.s used in th princip·tl':-s 
statenwnt probnhly originated 
from thl,; inci<lt::nt. 

"To thf• heqt l)f our knn\.Vll'dg·P. no 
uni\•p :-;it.v has r-vrr hi>Pn <•IMiNI in 
t lH• fa"e of PVPT far gr<'a tf-'r prob!, n,g 
of st11dc>nt-:rnt hori y relation<:ihip!-1, J,. 
it not posH!h!P th~ t r,rp urp wa 
bronght to bna.r 11p11n the un Yer ity 
anthorities from oth<'r qunrter.,.;? 

"As a rPs11lt of thi. prPs~ure thP 
students are now b '!Ilg ninde .s -ret 
iuformants on on another. 

"In th" bP.st int. •rt•. t of th• ,(lu ·n-
tirrn of non 11rup••an, nnd thp 

md me of the Uni vprsi • <'o!IPgf' 
of Forl Hare, we call upon lhe 
cull"g'f 111ttho1·it1e 

''Ca) To re-adu t nil tht• st11<lP11t 
wlt hout rf"nt•,, al of applinlt Ion. 

.. (h) 'l'o im,titute a (•ommb inn 
of in((llir,\·, 011 \\ hil'11 st lHl!'1tt s n ill 
bt> represPnt,·J, to in\ t•st ig.itt I he 
,tudenls' grieva11<·,· . 

WHAT MR. DENT DEMANDS 
FROM THE STUDENTS 

r T a circular to all stud,mts, -
• Profc or c. P. DPnt, Principal 

Of Fort H:.-1.r0, say· it i. hop('d that 
thf' college· n1ay b, reopened 011 
.July 1. 

All students who wi::;h to return 
to 1'...,ort Har" thPy W<.·re sent 
home on Wednesday, lay 4 must 
apply for r admission. 

''In audition," the circulnr con­
tinues. "you are rlqulred to send 
a letter with your application form 
giving as much information as you 
can about boycotts and oth r acts 
calculatf'd to undf>rmine discipline 
in the collegP. during 1955. In 
particular you arc a,;ked to state: 

" ( a ) Wh<>ther you attendPd the 
groduation cPr« mony on April 29, 
1955; 

"1 b, If not, why ymt did not 
attend; 

''(c) If you did • ttend, whethn 
you wPre given p1•rmission to 
attend and by whom: 

" (ct) ·what you know about un­
authorised meeting-s of stud nts 
held inside or outs1dc the college 
ground:-,, how tht>y w~re convened 
and conducted ancl how were de-
cisions re·tchC'd. This information 

• C e ting bchl 

What Parents 
Were Told 

I.' a lt•Ht•r to parents or s1 u­
dents, the Principal of' J<~ort 

Hare, Professor C. P. Dent, . a~· 
that the Governing Coun<'if has 
i he right to refust." atlmissio11 
for re-ri>gistration to any stu­
d.,nt if it <•onsider!'i that it is in 
thf' interests of the <•ollPge, 

"It is its intention, !>t>forP 
OJ)t'Oing, to adoJ>t all reasonable 
Hlf"a.surt>s, to diS<'O\'er the n me-. 
of tbo~w students who haw• been 
rN,J>onsible for the, dl"vt-Io1mwnt 
of 1,ressure groups within the 
<·ollege and for the intimidation 
and resistan<•e to propt•r 
authority whi<•h h:n·., 1'·d to t ht• 
present ~tuation, and to rt-fuse 
re-admis~ion to them,·• the 
lettt•r continuf.'s. 

"It is still 11nfortm1ateh 
llf'<'t». ·sar • to prote<"t • ...... 
a: should include the m Aptil 2 , 

on Thurr.;day after ~~• or~~;;.rffli~~~-~~ -.---.~n;;,,~i:l on tne mg- t 
1 ;,>.!, a <luation dtty, on h wilJ be 

by that Apnl 29. gra . _ . 

sid of Si~~t:
11~~~c.f~~f ::,r ho::itcl anfl 

"< c) ~f uth~!'i.scd mcc tings has 
other a ordance with the nor­
bePn in , ace f procedure. and if a 
m~.l 1 ulc~ ~ has been given to all 
fau· hear mi:,.· ·h •d to pHrtit.:ipatP in tho~e \\ ho ~, is 

the discusSi~~~es of students who 
"(fJ A°,~tc•m•tl 01 abused olher 

]1ave thic:ho were• not in ag-r-e0-
studt'nt~U~ df'cisions takt>n at stu­
n1Pnt \\ 1 t· o·s as hC'rng ·sell-outs' tent 111cc tn,.,-
~r si111iln1· t rm • 

connnitt,~e. 
"If \\f' rt"Ct'he the \'o-op1•rutlo11 

and ur(' abl~ to 0,,.-11 h~- .July t, 
st111l~nls "ho luu • bt•f'n ,:-ullll<-s .. 
arul tho"'" I\ hos" ohr.dif'fll•e to th<­
boy1•0U inst rnd Ion h:• hc·c·n l llt•ir 
oniv ollc•nc·i- will h:n·t- lo!ft one• 
"c•,:k of ln-.t r11rt1011 and the mid­
) l'ar ••,.,arninatlun;""• ,, hi<'h lll't' uul 
..... ,..,.,.finl to th(•tr Sll('('("'<s, .11ict 

should ,. ... 1ur11 lo ,u1 atn1u ... 11h,•r,• ,..o 
mrr,·h l,,•ttc•r !-lt1itc•cl to st 1td., ,. .. , .. 

lltOl't· than t·o111pc•11-.atc• fur th" 
tim,· lo I. 
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The reopening of 
Fort Hare 

IT is good to know that Fort 
Hare University College :ii.as 

reopened and that the great 
majority of students have been 
readmitted. For if there is one 
thing that will in the long run 
reaound to the benefit of the non­
European people, and indeed to 
the vexed South African problem 
of race relations, it is education, 
and more particularly the higher 
education which Fort Hare nro­
vides. It may be that the racial 
segregation in which that insti­
tution's students live and work 
leads to a certain frustration 
and, generally, to states of mind 
to which non-European students 
at the Witwatersrand and Cape 
Town Universities are less ex­
posed. 

At the same time they should 
remember that their degree 
courses at Fort Hare are no whit 
inferior to those provided at 
other universities, and that they 
are being afforded the same 
opportunities to develop their 
minds, to expand their intellec­
tual horizon, and later to take 
their place among the leader::1 of 
their people. In this connection 
we hope that we shall not be 
accused of lack of sympathy 
with their natural aspirations if 
we advise them-as indeed we do 
advise students of all races- to 
put first things first. Let them 
first qualify for the serious busi­
ness of life, which is to ea1 n a 
living for themselves and to be of 
service to their community. 
When once they have achi~ved 
this end, then, and only •,hen, 
should they cast their eyes c. n 
whatever political goal may be 
in their minds. 
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_ 5 JUL 1955 -
Expelled 
Men Go 

Bacli 
(The Friend Corresi>ondence) 

DURBAt"'J', Monday. 

ONLY about 150 of the 320 
students who were expelled in a 

mass expulsion from Fort Hare 
University College two months ago, 
werv pre ent when classes "ere re­
sumed today. 

Most of the absentees were un­
able to obtain train bookings, and 
will arrive at the college within the 
next few days. A small number of 
others, however, are tnown to have 
been refused readmission: 

Tbc 150 students in residence 
arrived on the campu • during the 
week-end and settkd down quietly 
in the dormitories. The resumption 
of classes today were reported to 
have been "quiet and normnl''. 

The entire student body was ex­
pelled from the College in May after 
boycotts and other incident::; had 
been staked by some of the students. 
allegedly under the in11uence of a 
seditious organisation known 
''The Caucus''. 
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EASTEI N PROVIN~l:, R .J A ,l) 

r:JON OF FORT HARE 
tl/NCIPAL SOUGHT 

'Militaristic attitude deplo;red' 
(From Our Correspondent) 

EAST LONDON, Monday. 
A RESOLUTION calling upon the governing council of Fort Hare University 

College to obtain the resignation of the Principal, Professor C. P. Dent, was 
passed at a conference of the Cape African Teachers' Association held in Queens­
town recently. The reasons given in the resolution were that Professor Dent 
sought to impose on uni ersity men and women military discipline and demanded 
unquestioning obedience to authority rather than calling for self-discipline. 

The resolution said that Pro- .======"""""~==--===..1.~--1 
fessor Dent had no faith in the 

.__ __ ~~---------------- non-European students' ability 
to assume responsibility in and 
to uphold the moral and intellec­
tual standards of a university 
college. 

The resolution condemned the 
action of the Fort Hare authori­
ties in closing the college as 
being "precipitate and unwar­
ranted," and the sending of the 
students home under police 
escorts as "most reprehensible 
and outrageous." 

'Smokescreen' 
The conference agreed that the 

alleged • ret 
pres 
whic 
v re 
than "s1no:ke!Jcr the 
immediate and unconditional re-
admission of all students dis-
roissed from Fort Hare since the 
suspension of the activities of the 

ollege was demanded. 
The conference will exhort all 

on-European people to take an 
ctive interest in and keep a 
atchful eye on the administra­

tion of Fort Hare and to protect 
the rights of the students. 
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Universiteit Vir ,. 

·Nie-Blankes 
Sal Heropen 

'n Tyd gelede is sensasie ver­
wek toe die owerheid van die 
Fort Hare-Universiteit vir nie­
blankes gesluit is omdat opstan­
diges onder die studente die 
voortsetting daarvan deur daardie 
liggaam gedwarsboom het. N ou 
het die hoof die brief aan die 
ouers gestuur waarin hulle mee­
gedeel word dat alle aansoeke om 
hertoelating deur die uitvoerende 
komitee van die senaat van die 
kollege oorweeg sal word en dat 

1 die hertoelating van al die stu­
dente wat deur die komitee aan­
beveel is, toegelaat sal word. 

Die studente wat nie vir on­
' middellike hertoelating aanbeveel 
I word nie, sal van die aanklagte 
! teen hulle in kennis gestel word 
1 en aan hulle sal 'n geleentheid ge­
l gee word om hulself te verdedig. 

l 
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JU 5 

RACE INSTITUTE CHIEF I 
BLAMES PARTHEID LAWS 
FOR FORT HARE TROUBLE 
THE <tIRCUMSTANCES THAT LED TO THE CLOSING of Fort 

Bare are urfaee manlfest&Uona of the maderlytnr forces at 
work amonr the Non-European population at large, and particularly 
amona the more educated and articulate elements, states Dr. Ellen 
Hellmann. President of the 8.A. ------
Institute of Bace Relations 1n the educated and articulate ele-
late t issue of Race Relations ments." 
N Nothing that had happened 

ew • .since 1946 had served to stem 
Attention had repeatedly been 

called to the danger that re­
P~di~tion of laws regarded as 
d1scr1minatory could easily spill 
over into repudiaton of the rule 
of law itself, particularly among 
the youth. 

As far back as 1948 the Insti• 
tute had drawn attention to 
"serious symptoms of mounting 
~iscontent" among Africans, to 
a growing sense of frustration.' 
" e feel bound to issue a 

warning," a public statement had 
8aid. "that it this situation in the 
field of race relation, is allowed 
to de riorat further it will be­
if ore lon1 reach a stage in more 

this deterioration. On the con­
trary, legislative measures and 
administrative practices had 
accelerated it. 

. "In my opinion, this ls the 
crux of the trouble at Fort Hare. 
Resentment against the trend of 
developments in South Africa 
has tended to tum into resent­
ment against authority as such. 

"Fort Hare is soon to re-open. 
One knows it will re-open on a 
note of renewed endeavour. One 
hopes that the students wlll 
observe the discipline which is 
essential to the administration 
of a university and which is in 

o way a function of colour." 
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Resolutions by 
stude11ts on 
Fort Hare 

A meeting of more than 200 
students of the Universitv of 
Cape Town adopted a resoiution 

. yesterday viewing with grave 

I

. concern the closing of Fort Hare. 
The meeting was called by the 

Students' Representative Council 
but as it failed to raise the 

, quorum of 300 it \Vas turned into 
an unofficial meeting. 

The voting was 99 to 59. 
The resolution also condemned 

the action of he authorities in 
using police to help carry out 

I the closure and called for a com~ 
mission of inquiry into students' 
grie ·ances. 
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Fort Hare 

Sfudent Keen 
to eturn 

From Our Owa .correspondent 
PORT ELIZABEI'H, Friday. -
ost of the students of Fort Hare 

non-European University College, 
which was closed on May 3 by the 
college authorities, are anxious to 
return to their studies, and appli­
cation forms for re-admission are 
awaiting the attention of the 
governing council. 

The applications will be dealt 
with next week, when the principal 
of the college, Professor C. P. 
Dent, returns from leave. The 
authori~ have decided on July 1 
as the r!<>pening date. 

The college was closed because 
of the alleged existence o! a secret 
group among the students which 
was trying to undermine the 
authority of the administration. 

The students were told that 
they could re-apply for admission, 
but that all applications would be 

refully screened. 

 

 



THE STAR 

11 JU 

Non-se!,!l"C!!ation 
at Natal 

University 
From Our Correspondent 

DURBAN, Saturday.-Tlle con­
vocation at the Univers1tv of 
Nat.al today voted that the • prin­
cipal had the authority to allow 
non-segregated classes for post­
graduate students. 

It instructed its sub-committee 
<to be appointed) to approach the 
principal with the request that he 
exercise his authority and imple­
ment the principle of non-segre­
gation in such classes. 

Mr. Alan Paton in his presi­
dential address Mid the decision 
to cl0se Fort Hare \,·as " momen-

1 tous." He believed that, the 

I
" rebellion" at Fort Hare was a 
cry against rejection. 

 

 



E,strac:t from 
soUTrl A.}RlCA' Lonoon. 

1 

FORT HARE REOPENING JULY 1? 
Commission Will Inquire into College Life 

The governing council of Fort Hare University College for non­
European is to notify parents of students that the college will be re­
opened as oon as po ib1e and that this might be done by July 1, says 
a tatcment by Professor C. P. Dent. principal of the college. 

The college was closed last month by the council's executive com­
mittee because of the exi tence of a secret "caucus" which intimidated 
tudents and caused them to defy properly constituted authority. 

Prokssor Dent' tatemcnt says: "Governing council has the right to 
refu e admission for registration or re-registration to any tudent if it 
considers such action in the interests of the college. It is its intention. 
before opening, to adopt all rea onable measures to discover the names 
of tho e tudents who have been re ponsible for the development of 
pres ure group within the college, and for the intimidation and resi t­
ance to proper authority which have led to the present situation. and to 
refu c readm1. sion to them. 

•' We h:1ve ..ilready a considerable amount of information which it 
would have been impossible to get on Tuesday, May 3. owing to fears 
of students then in the college. We will require the co-operation of 
tudents who wish to return in the form of full information about the 

events of the past few weeks.'' 
The council al o decided to appoint ,a two or three-man commission to 

look into the conditions of life and work at the college. and to make any 
recommendations for improvement . The member of the commission 
will not be members of the college or the college coun- il. the statement 
aid. ... ...,....... ----- -
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Students Anxious 
to Return to 

; 

Fort Hare 
(Prom Our Own Correspondent) 

PORT ELIZABETH, Friday. 
Most of the Rt1,1dents of Fort 

Hare non-European Unjversity 
College, closed on ~fay 3 hy the 
CoDege authorities, are nuxious to 
return to their studies as soon as 
possible and piles of application 
forms for re-admission are await­
ing attention of the Governing 
Council. 'fhese applications can 
be dealt with only next week when 
the Principal of the College, Pro­
feRsor C. P. Dent, returns from 
len ve. He is due back on Monday. 

The College authorities have set 
July l as the re-opening date and 
they expect to be able to keep to 
this date. The College was closed 
on M ny 3, by the College's Bxecu­
tive Committee because of alJeged 
secret influences within the l'ltudent 
booy which were undermining the 
authority of tho College adminis­
tration. 

Following the sudden closing of 
tl1e institution without notice the 
360 Rtu<lcnts return<'d to their 
homes. They were later told that 
tl r.y •ould reap11ly for ndmission 
hut that all npplieations would be rr-d-~s--th_e_.t 
c~ re fully screened. 
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F·ort Hare: 
most will 
re-apply 

SIR FULQUE AGNEW, regis­
trar of Fort Hare University Col­
lege. said today there was "every 
reason to anticipate" that the 
greater majority of students sent 
home would apply for re-admis­
sion. 

Applications for re-admission 
were coming in "as fast as can 
be expected." 

It was still hoped the college 
would re-open on July 1. 

If it did not, it would be be­
cause of administrative reasons. 

Sir Fulque said he could not 
e;ay if students and parents had 
replied to a confidential circular. 1 

These circulars asked students 1 

and parents to give the names of 
11 t u d e n t s responsible for pres­
sure groups within the college. 

 

 



ARE QUIZ 
DENTS 

IS "INQUISITION' 
-a!HJ,NliJAS Tnlrli!II" OORU$PONDENT 

1)\IRBAN, Saturcla 
Mr. A1- author of thfJ hook, '' Cry The 

lbftel C • of Diepldoof ative 
refow DNUlllecl -inst dte methocl beiaa' aaecl 
to '' wlaen the ~ 
~ • relcMlelH OD May 4 fer 

, The . rs could be invited to return 
De t, has ekel!l1artaed he cm. their IU&l'&lltee to 
studen &1ld their Ja1'8DU, at,at:mg autbont,, the PUt t.o be f0$etten 
th have to ~ for and no questi'lfmJ asked. 
re-aca.,11$81C:iin. 

IQlPllceltllca1i, 
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Paton On Closing 
of Fort 

Hare 

DURBAN, Sunday. 
Mr. Alan Paton saia in hil!l presi­

dential address to the annual 
meeting of the convocation of the 
University of atal yesterday that 
the decisions to close Fort Hare 
was "momentous." There was no 
doubt that the news had travelled 
all over the world, he said, and he 
had even seen a outting from a 
Chin e newspaper in which it was 
reported. 

He id be believed the "rebe1-
on" at For:t Hare was a cry 

·ut rejection and he sym­
eed deeply with the -prineip&l. 

re are very tragie element& 
tb.e ele of the Fon Hare 1itu-

ation," h • d.-8.A. PTess oei-
ation 
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SOUTH AFRICA, London. 
1 

Seats of Learning 

THE UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF 
FORT HARE 

By Magebula 

We hall begin with the smallest of the South African university 
institutions, the only university college in the Union which has not 
Yet attained full university tatus. Fort Hare, notwithstanding its 
junior status, is undoubtedly one of the most important institutions 
in South Africa, for good or bad. It has been in the news lately 
because, a the result of a series of " incident ," it has been tempor­
arily clo ed by the college authoritie . Reopening as it does on 
July 1, it face afre b the difficulties and opportunities of an African 
University College in the multi-racial society of South Africa. 

Wherever nationalist movements are strong, whether in Egypt, 
India or outh Africa students tend to take an undue and perhaps 
unhealthy interest in 'politics. The history of nineteenth-century 
liberalism in Europe brings to mind many such instances of student 
enthusiasm in the political field. In South Africa itself it would 
be difficult to suggest that Stellenbosch or Pretoria have not experi­
enced in past years something of the growing pains which are 
afflicting Fort Harf' at the present time. For the political interest 
Which counts with Ford Hare is African nationalism rather than 
Communism. In a country where Africans are deprived of many 
normal political rights, it is not surpri ing that nationalism and liberal 
a pirations should be mixed and that ometimes non-racial liberalism 
hould be ubmerged in anti-white re entment. 

The e are some of the difficultie of Fort Hare, but surely any 
impartial tudy of the college hould consider its achievements also. 
Founded in L9 l2, with a very small number o[ tudents, it at first 
devoted quite a con iderab]e part of its attention to pre-matriculation 
Work. ince, two decades ago, thi was dropped, it ha gone from 
trength to trcngth, o far as the number of tudents and of s_tafI, 

building , laboratories and library are concerned. [ts first principal, 
Dr. Alexander Kerr and its first vice-principal, Professor D. D. T. 
Jabavu are known ~11 over the Union among black and white alike. 
Profess~r Jabavu' inimitable personality and rich human gifts 
made the early year of the college happy one . W~at th~r~ i 
of goodwill in Fort Hare i partly at any rate due to his trad1t1on. 
Dr. Kerr, al o a very human personality, had the gift of the Scot 
for in i ting on thoroughne . He built the college on sound 
foundations of hard work and good tandard , resisting the tempta­
tion to fritter away time and money on howy experiments before 

he had established the main faculties well and truly. The present 
principal, Professor C. P. Dent, has served the college with loyalty 
and affection for thirty-three years. The staff to-day is partly 
African and partly European. In general it may be said that 
where a good African is to be found he gets the job. When he 
gets it his conditions of employment, such as remuneration and 
housing, are the same as those of the European. The tendency 
of the college is to appoint on merit, irrespective of race. On 
the African staff are such well-known personalities as Professor 
Z. K. Matthews (Social Anthropology) and Mr. Selby gcobo 
(Economics). 

Of recent years the number of science students has increased 
until it almost equals those in the faculty of Arts. The B.Sc. 
(Hygiene) degree, an experiment which _might ~ave succeed_ed, 
but did not, has left the college well eqmpped with laboratones. 
Its small but good library is assiduously u ed. I~ seems to 
&any of us that the time has come for an expans10n beyond 
the two major faculties and for more post-graduate work. Succes~ 
achieved in post-graduate work would redound to the credit not 
•Jnly of the college, but to the African people generally. In addition 
to the women's hostel, which is under the direct control of the 
·nstitutions, there are three hostels for men: Iona Hall, under the 
control of the Presbyterian Church; Wesley Hall, under the control 
of the Methodist Church; Beda Hall, under the control of the 
Anglican Church. These hostels are at present autonomous. Each 
11as its own tradition and they vary considerably. 

The affiliation of the college to Rhodes University seems to be 
proving a useful traditional measure until its status is sue~ as to 
merit an independent charter. Fort Hare students receive the 
degrees of Rhodes University, which remain in reasonably close 
contact with the junior institution. 

At the moment it is very difficult to assess the situation at 
Fort Hare, or to prophesy its future. As a eparate institution 
it receive the blessing of the supporter of apartheid. As an 
African institution it arouses the interest and ympathy of all friends 
of the African. The difficulties lie deep in the life of South Africa 
itself and in the lives of the individual students who are able to 
rnak; or mar an institution of this kind. Its many friends wi h it 
well during these years of strain and stress. 

 

 



E ·tract from 
Barbado Ad •ocate, Bridgetown. 

'.LOSUREOF 
FORTJ1ARE 

Bv CYRIL DUNN 

J OHAN E BURG- If Bal1i 1 ffamous 
Oxford University college] had been closed 

without warning by arm~ police fr?m 
Oxford, and the nearby towns of Reading 
and Didcot, and all the s~udents abruptly 
sent down, the stunning effect could not 
have been greater in En land than the 
news on Ma 4 f om Fort Har has been 
for all d t l Africans h 

F rt Hare the univ isity college for 
o ' • Al. • thP. 

Africans near the town called ice m -
eastern province of the Cape, has bee1: 
forcibly shut down. Und r an escort. o~ 

ed. polic from all the neighbouring 
::nships th entire studen body o four 
hundred ~ost o them Africans ~ut so~ 
Indians, have been put aboard special trains 
and packed off home. 

The decision is that of the executiv~ om­
mitt e af. the college council, according to 
a statem nt i, sued by Professor C. P. Dent, 
th principal. Th reason given is that ": 
secret authority'' exists w·thin th~ stud n, 
body. Instructions i, ued b th1s under; 
ground caucus backed up by threats . 0 

physical violence and other forms of m­
timidation have been obeyed by the 
students r;ther than instructions issued by 
the constituted authorities of the college. 

"The result has been that the students 
have resort d to irregular methods such as 
boycotts thr ats and even violenc with a 
view to 'the ace ptance of thei will by the 
college authorities," say Professor Dent. 
A situation has developed within tb.e col­
lege, the Professor adds, which is ~estruc­
tive of freedom of opinion and action, and 
has become intolerable. 

A recent graduation ceremony. w:~ boy­
cotted on instructions from this se~ret 
authority'' the statement goes on. The 

' d • d to boycott was deliberately es1gne . 
embarrass the college authorities and brmg 
discredit on the college. 

AU acti,vities of the college have been ~ 
suspended '•for the present." Th~ re- ~ 

d t 11 be ~=-admission of individual stu en s w1 
= 

con idered in due course. I:_:_ 

Fort Hare was op ned in 1916 a·nd so is, 
by African standards, venerable. It occupies 
a special place in the hearts and minds of 

~ .... -· , ... n in the Union, ii only 
their 

ees 

It tand within a mil or tw of Lovedale, ~ 
historic ducational c ntr founded by 
Church of Scotland in 1841. 
h first reaction of a leading White _ 

educationalist here to tlie news was u 
describe it as ''a staggering confession of 
failure, without precedent in the history of 
South African education." 

"It is true that Fort Hare has been breed .. 
ing_ Black nationalists for some time," he 
said, ''but so have lots of other places in 
South Africa. For ten years past it has been 
known that the student body there has been 
in an aggressive frame of mind towards ~_:_: 
Whites and towards the Government, both . 
of the college and of the country. Some § 
students have adopted a Black African ~ 
nationalism in its least attractive form. l 

I 

When Liberal Party speakers went there 1 
not long ago they found the students un- i 
willing even to listen to them. But to close 
the place down because the authorities 
cannot cope with some extremism in the 
student body shows a bankruptcy of ideas 
on human relations.'' 

t The boycott. as applied by the student 
body, is a traditional form of African 
protest. It was applied when the Governor­
General, Dr. Ernest Jansen, visited Alice 
and the students were required to line th~ i 
route and cheer. ! 

A former student at Fort Hare said th 
o-called "secret authority" existed in the 

college when he was there and was well­
known. He thinks that to-day it represents 
the outlook of the African National Con­
gress Youth League, influenced a little by a 
Trotskyist organisation called the Sons of 
Young Africa. 

Th unanswer d question at the moment 

i 
: 
! 

i , of course. hop far the Nationali t Gov­
ernment is concerned in this drastic action. = 
It has come hard on the heels of the ruthless I 
Government decision to expel nearly 4,000 = 
Transvaal African children for boycotting I==== 

the new system of Bantu education, and 
dismiss 120 African teachers. The Govern­
ment's determination to crush all resistance ~ = to the new form of education is apparent, ~ 
and they are at least unlikely t deplore the ~ 
evident intention to weed all ''unsuitable~' ~ 
students out of Fort Har.e. The presence of ~ 
armed police and the laying on of special ~ 
trains to take the students home, does not § 
sugg st that th college authorities act d ~ 
a1on .- OFNS-C PY t~l~jH~T~.-~~~~~·~~ 
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I FORT HARE SEEKING 
NAMES 

Students' Negative Replies 

to Questions 

(From Our Own Correspondent) 

PORT ELIZABETH, Monday. 
Names of :fellow-students involved in incidents which led to the 

shut-down on May 4 of Fort Hare tJniversity College, near Alice, 
are being sought by the College authorities from the 370 suspended 
graduates who have applied for readmission. This was stated in 
Port Elizabeth tonight by two students who are waiting to hear 
whether they are to be expelled or not. 

The two students supported :m said in a telephone intervie,v 
Africa·n N"ational Congress allega- today, "We have been authorised 
tion that the College n.uthori".;ies to admit those about whom we are 
are attempting to turn all students quite satisfied. But I am•not free 
into informers. The ANO has to make statements about this mat­
<lemanded the absolute ,;ncondi ter without the consent of the Col­
tional readmit';ance of all sus· lege Council." 
pended students. Of the 370 students, Professor 

Questions on an appli<'ation for Dent soJd, "A large number have 
rn::i<lmi sion to the College whi<•h n.lreadv been re-admitted. We have 
is due to 1·<'open on July 1 include not rc:admittecl all students. There 
thP. followil1g: are deci!'iions still to be taken on 

"You are asked to state (a), the m:ittcr. 
whether yon att<'n(tecl th\\ gradn- Asked whether tho ·e who haYe 
ation <'.eremony on April 29; not vet been re-admitted must 

(b). If 11ot why you diil not r :) ga1;1 themselve. ns expelled, he 
flt1Pnd; said, ".c.,..ot necessarily. Some are 

(c) Tf you dirl attend whether still under consideration. Aplica­
yon were given pcrmi!=ision to tion forms for re-admission have 
attnnd :i n<l hv \\horn; been sent to all students as far as 

(d), What· you know ahout un- I know and we hope to re-open on 
authori f'il meetings of students in- July 1. The hostels are opening on 
side or outside the College grounds. the :Priday and the classes are 

(l') If the <'on<luct of hostel and I beginning on the Monday." 
?thf'r authorised_ meetings has been Of liaison arrangements between 
m nrr.orrlan~e with the n~rmal pr~- s~u<lents and the College authori­
ccdme and r11le1-1 arnl if a fair hes Profe::.sor Dent said he took it 
hf>:iring hat. 1)CCn given ~o all tl1ey would remain as before. "I 
tho~e who wished to participate. do not think there is any place 

(f) Any names of stuclents who where channels of communication 
hnYe thre:,tened or abused other are more open than here." 
students who w-cre not in agree-
ment with decisions taken at 
studen"; meetings Rs being "sell 
on ts" or similar terms. 

One of the students inter­
viewed here today said, "As far 
as we conld :find out none of the 
students gave any information 
in answers to tlle questions. We 
are scared that they (the Col­
lege authorities) might turn the 
information to their advantage." 
The student said he was one of 

five in Port Elizabeth who had 
received letters "asking for more 
inform a tion.1' 

"From one student,'' he said, 
Ht1.1ey wanted to know more about 
hoi,tel meetings, what was said 
and who spoke. From a woman 
thev wanted to know about hostel 
me~tings in other places. As far 
as the boycott of the graduation 
ceremo11y is eoneerncrl, they lrnve 
nothing against nvfl students they 
have n1reaclv tncklecl in Port 
Elizaheth. T

0

hey are tackling them 
in the hope that the weaker ones 

. will hreak do~1n and lisclose 
, 1rnmPsii' . • • :· 

I Th'k,·\ ttnilent whq _wa·s" • hiler­
viewed . rta.idJ, 1f • he were not 
re-at\m'Ht~ to 'the college he was 
prepare'<l to go to court. 

PRINCIPAL'S STATEMENT 
Professor C. P. Dent, principal 

of Fort Hare University College, 

 

 



THE CAPE ARGUS 

21 JU 19 

Fort Har 
TIie raus Corre pondeat 

PORT • ELIZABETH. Tuesday.­
A resolution asking for the un­
conditional readrnittance of all 
students suspended from Fort 
liare was passed at the provincial 
conference of the African National 
Congress <Cape I at Korsten. 

 

 



RAND DAILY MAIL 

22 
Fort Hare Expected to 

Roope on July I 
FRO OUR OWN CORRE PONDE T 

PORT ELlZABETH, nesday. - college, which is due to reopen 
The names of fellow students on July 1, include the following: 
l'ho were involved in incidents ATTE DANCE QUERY 
Which led to the closing on ~ay You are asked to state: (A) 
4 of the Fort I:Iare University Whether you attended the gradua­
:College are being sought J>y the tion ceremony on April 29; (B) if 
college authorities from the 370 not, why you did not attend; (C) 
suspended graduates who have If you did atte~d, whether you 

were given pernussion to attend 
appli~ for ,re-admi~ion. and by whom; (D) What you know 

This was stated m Port Eliza- about unaijthorised meetings of 
beth la~t night by two students students inside or outside the 
)fho are waiting to hear whether college grounds; (E) If the con­
they are to be expelled or I ot. duct of hosteJ and other authorised 

Questions on an application meetings has been in accordance , 
form for re-admission to the with the normal procedire and 

,--------------.;;..J,rules, and if a fair hearing has 
been gjven to all, those who wished 

participate; 
<F> Any names of students who 
ve threatened or abused other 

tudents who were not in agree­
nt with decisions taken &t stq-.. 
t meetings. 

'IF SATISFIED' 

Professor C. P. Dent, the prin­
cipal of Fort Hare University Col­
lege, said in a telephone inter­
view thiS week~ "We h&ve been 
authorised to admit those about 
whom we '3e qtdte satisfted. 

••But I am not free to make 
statements about this matter 
without the consent of the college 
council. O! the 370 st~ents a 
large number have already been 
re-admitted. • 
I "We µave not re-admitted all 
students, for there are deciaions 
still to be taken on the matter." 

Asked whether those who have 
not yet been re-b.dmitted must re­
ga1'd themaelves as expelled, Pro· 
t.,ssor Dent said: "Not necea­
Arlly. Some are still under con­
sideration. 

"Application forms for r Mlmis­
sion have been sent to all atu­
dents, u far as I knowt and we 
hope to reopen on July l." 
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READMISSIONS I: 
TO FORT IIARE 
Cape Times Correspondent 
PORT ELIZABETH.-Names 

of fellow students involved in 1 

incidents which led to the clos­
ing on May 4 of Fort Hare 
University College are being 
sought by the College author• 
ities from the 370 suspended 
Under~ graduates who have 
applied for re ... admission. 

This was stated here by 
two students who are wait­
ing to hear whether they 
are to be expelled. 

The two supported an Afri­
can National Congress aUega~ 
tion that the College authorities 
are attempting to turn all 
students into informers. 

 

 



- n 
are 

l. .~ ,e,. s ;-/ ,1.Al A'jc c: o, • , , . :><C .--""- ✓1_ , Y E. ~~-~ 
STUD EE O ITO 
HAVI TO BECOME FORMER•' 

R. A an Pa .en the author of ficulties would be somewhat 
i< r. the Beloved Coun- eased, but the essential problem 

tr " has written to the Natal would remain. 
Daily . ews asking tbe authori­
ties of Fort Hare Uni ersity 
CoJlege w re-con kier their at­
titude to the re-admission o 
students, and questi-Oning whe­
ther they were right in asking 
students who applied for re-ad­
mission to provide information 
about those responsible for the 
events which Jed to the tempo­
rary closing down of the Col­
lege. 

"Six question ar sked,'' he 
says, ''and at least wo of these 
call for the nam of trouble-. 
makers". 

This is his letter:­
"Some weeks • o th 

H"'re Unive1 sity Ile 
closed down, 1t 

r quired to 
1<,r r -ad 
1; s rnu t h 
ation to be 
pal wou}, 
1he lazt: o 
~ ccompany 
• nd, abov 
cipal WO 

p • to 
or u 
p le 

The fa 
of Fort H 

I whic is no 
It i.· th, pr 
ti ns its lf. c> as 
imes to ::lea! with stud nt 

re ent • im a~ a repre<;;ent.ati\ 
o Whit authority. If the prin­
cipal wer an African, the if-

U PLEASANT TASK 
"lf under such circumstances 

authority is flouted, and it cer­
tainly seems to have been, dras­
tic action is called for. If an 
embittered and persistent 
trouble-maker cannot be per­
suaded to change his ways, he 
should be sent away, for the 
sake of the whole college. It is 

r-~~-t~ESTIO 
~ According to the _Bantu 

orld the following were 
the questions the tudents 
were sked b e Pdn i­
pal Prof~ or . P. Dent: 

(a) \Vheth r ou attend­
d the raduation eremo-

If you c_id 
1h,ether , ·-0 wer 

})ernu . i,01 t0 attend; 

d) t you kn.ow abou 
u ed meetmg o 

ame. of students 

an unpleasant thjng to do, but 
a principal has many more 
things to oonsider than the fu­
ture of any individual student, 
imnortant though that may be. 

··But now unfortunately mat­
ters have taken anc·ther un­
happy tµrn. Students applying 
for readmission have been asked 
to provide information about 
events. Six questions are asked, 
and at least two of these call 
for the names of trouble-mak­
er.s. 

"Consider the effect of these 
questions. Some students have 
be n placed in impossible situa­
tfons. Some have been com-

pelled to profess igno.ranc 
about events of which they are 
not ignorant. Some who ihave 
themselves been involved have 
been put to th,e bitter necessity 
of naming others. Every student 
at the college has been put into. 
the position of having ~ be­
come an informer, which is held 
by all decent people to be a 
dishonourable occupation. 

ANOTHER SOLUTION 
"It is not too late to try an­

other solution of these difficul­
ties; it is certainly not fool­
proof, but it is not open to thes 
grave objections. If there ar 
knowll irreco.ncilables in whom· 
resentment and grievance hav 
overcome all other emotion , 
and with whom the authoritie 
feel that no compact i ~ po sible 
then the authoritie - must deal 
sternly with them. All other 
students could be in ited to re­
tur~ on condition that they ar 
pr pared to re p ct the reaso.'1-
able obb($a 10n. of those in au­
thority, with the past forgotten 
and "no que tion a ked. • A 
.new start could be made, with 
all concerned humbly aware o 
he difficulties facing an in ti­

tutio.n like Fort Hare in a coun­
tr like South Africa~ 

"I hope it is not too late to di 
thi now, and to withdraw th 
d mand for . ~r t rnform·ltio1 

1 l h \ e writ d stro an. 
chance t,o achieve an hone and. 
open atmosphere. It c-ertainl, 
w·11 destroy some of the ideaL 
that inspired the beginnings of 
Fort Hare. 

PLEA TO AUTHORITIES 
''Of <:curse it may be the case 

1hat the authorities imply do 
not know who the irrecon­
cilables are, and feel compelled 
to use these methods in order 
to find out. Eve..11 if that were 
so, it would still be better to 
drop the whole busine s and to 
readmit all who are prepared 
to respect the obligations of 
those in authority. 

''I plead with the authorities 
to try this p)an, no matter what 
defects the worldly-wise may 
find in it. Thou. ands of South 
Africans of all races would wel­
come such a decision. 

·rn the me~time one can 
only advise students to assure 
the authorities that they are 
anxiou to co-operate in making 
a fresh star , but that the au­
thorities can well understand 
their difficulties in providing the 
requested information." 

 

 



Prof. MATTHEWS REFUTES 
CAPE TIMES 'INTERVIEW' 

J:N a letter to ' . fow Age,' Professor Z. K. Ma tthcws, vice-principal of Fort Hare, bas repu~ 
diated a lengthy article published by the 'Cape Times,' purpotting to be an interview 

with him. 
The article, which , as illustrated by a picture of the Professor, 

'"ent into considerable detail of t,be reporter's conversation with him. 
and quoted the Professor--io direct speech-as having said that the 
Fort Hare expulsions arose out of lack of di cipline on the part of 
the students becau e "perhaps we gave them too much too quickly." 
The rep~rter signed herself Dorothy Mason. 
The editor of • ew Age' sent "I was not surprised to find that 

quickly" which goes like a re­
frain through her article could 
only come from someone who 
knows little about African Educa­
tion. I should say without fear of 
any contradiction that "too little 
-too late and too slowly" would 
more accurately sum up the situa­
tion. 

Professor Matthews a cutting of the this article, far from being an 
arsicle, drawing his att~ntion to it attempt to deal seriomly with a 
and saying: .. I am sure that you very serious matter, was one in 
hwe been grossly misreported as it which the writer drew rather heavily "Since the closing down of Fort 
is difficult to credit that you would on her imagination. Having been Hare we have been plagued with 
explain the expulsion in the words told by me that I was not prepared reporters, writers and others who. 
-'We have given tl cm too much to make a statement on the Fort being determined to say something 
-too quickly.' Hare question in view of the about the situation, have not hesi-

.. ' ew Age' therefore has plea- appointment of a Commission be- tated to attribute to those on whom 
ure in inviting you to make the fore which I hoped to appear to they imposed their so-called inter-

po ition clear in our next issue.'' give evidence. she proceeded to in- views utterances which are mere fig-
The reply from Professor Mat- dulge in a general conver ation on ments of their own imagination. 

thews speaks for itself: . the problems of youth in the Fortunately for them we have a job 
"Thank you for _·our letter of modern world. She now attributes ~f work to d~ and cannot spend ~ur 

July 1, jn which } ou ~raw my at- to f!le thing which I could not • time . correct1!1g the. en:oneous 1m-
tention to ~he article in the 'Cape possibly hnve said. I p_ress10ns wh1c~ their hter~ry effu-
Time ' written b ' me Dorotb s1on are creatmg.-Thankmg you, 

1 friS() , t logan "to<1 much oo Your incerelv. Z. K. Matthews:• . . 

 

 



 

 



THE NAT AL MERCURY 
1 ~:i 

Readmission 
To Fort Hare 
ALICE (Cape), Monday.-The 

Principal of Fort Hare Uni­
versity College for non-Europeans· 
has sent a letter to parents of 
students saying that all appli­
cations for readmission have been 
considered by the executive com­
mittee of the University Senate 
and that the readmission of all 
students recommended by the 
committee has been authorised. 

Those students ' whom the 
Senate executive does not recom­
mend for immediate readmission 
will be notified of the charges 
against them. 

They will be given the oppor­
tunity of answering the charges. 
Their cases will then be reported 
to the University Council for final 
decision. 

A commission will be appointed 
under the chairmanship of Prof. 
J. P. Durning to investigate the 
living conditions and work in the 
college and to make recommenda­
tions for their improvement if 
necessary.-( Sapa-Reute_r _) . ___ _ 

 

 



DIE VA AV 
28 

28 J 

r 
A OEK ' t.ot die un· rsi 

·Irnile re, a 
oorw en ·tvo nd 
komi t-ee aan bywoo 

wat tin 
itvoerencl 

aanbe • die ~ 
teen hullc in ke 3 

Briewe aarin genoemde be­
ao erhecle vervat is, is deur • e 
pri • p al an die kollege 
die ouers van al die studente ge-­
atuur. 

Otters van studente wie se 
ke om hertoe ting nie 

aanbeveel word nie, rd meege­
deel dat die studente die geleent­
heid a&l kry om op die ldagtes 
teen hulle te antwoord. Hnlle 
g le sal dan vir finale oorwe­
gings aan die universiteitearaad 
YOOrgele word. 

Daar ook ,. 
Mid r die ,•oorsi.n.!~kap 
prof. J. p. Duming a.ang 

rd om le\vetllSloe1J'8.D.de 
erk in di k lege te 

d rsoek. Van die kommissie 
w v omaaabe 
vtr verbeterings d a u dit 

·g i', rig APA.. 
Die kollege is op 4. Mei deur 

die behee.rraad se uitvoerende 
komitee gesluit weens die be­
weerde bestaan van 'n ,,geheime 
koukus" wat studen.te sou ge­
intimideer bet en sou veroorsaak 
het dat hulle die gewone reels 
van die kollege verbreek. 
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FORT HARE LE'l.l'ER 
TO PARENTS 

Majority of Students to 

be Readmitted 
(From Our OWn Oorresponclent) 

ALICE, Monday. 
Nearly all the student.a wh6 were a:pelled from Fort Hare 

University College when it was closed by the Executive Committee 
of the College Council on Kat 4 will be readmitted when the new 
term opens in Jul7. 01&laal begin on July'- Those students whose 
nadmi88ion has not been ,ra.nted are 'to be nottAed. of the "charges" 
ap.inst them and they w1ll be given the opportunity to answer them. 
A commission is beina appointed under the chatrmanship of Profeaor 
J. P. Dumbly to investigate conditions at the University. 

A letter has been sent to each the College regre'u the alrcmn-
parent by the principal, Professor stances which made neceaaary 
C. P. Dent, informing them of the the temporaq suspension of the 
situation and reassuring them of act1vit.1ea of the OOllege. On 
the Council's "interest in the wel- behalf of these bodlear I 1188111'e 
fare of our students." you of our taterest 1n the wel-

The letter says, "All applications fare of 01II' students and of our 
have been considered by the desire '118.t the College shOllld 
Executive Committee of the Senate fulll tu purposes for which tt 
and the Council baa alltlaorised llaa been established bJ provid-
the re-admission of all students Ing 801Dl4 instruction muler con­
recommended by their eommitt.e. dittona in wbich free4oma and 
Those students whom the Senate's dfsciplbaes are so balanced u to 
executive committee doea not provide an atmosphere in wbich 
reeolhmend for immediate acbnia- academic work is possible. 
Irion will be• notified of tJle eharges 
againat them ud they will be 
given the opportunity to auwer 
them, after which their eaaea will 
be reterr.a to the Oouneil for Anal 

eeiaions. 
"A eommiuios ia being a~ted 
der the chairmanship of Pro­

les or J. P. Dumm,- to investigate 
he eonditions of life and work in 

the College and to make recom­
tmendations for their improvement. 
Ai 1oen u the mem.>enhip of tile 
eommission ia finally settled it will 
be annollJleed in t!be Press. 

-a. CJcnlllCl1 &D4 .... 

"We trust that studenta will 
return in a right spirit and make 
proper nee of the opportunity pro­
vided for them in which they wilJ 
receive all the assistance we ea• 
give." _ 

 

 



IE RUR(}ER 
2 8 JUN 1955 

Fort H«rr~ -Studente 
weer Toegelaat 

ALICE. 
,DIE hoof van die natnrellekollege Fort Hare het 'n 

brief aan ouers van studente gestuur, wat lui dat 
alle aansoeke om hertoelatlng -deur die ultvoerende koml­
tee van die Universiteltsenaat oorweeg is, en dat die her­
toelating van alle studente wat deur die komltee aanbe­
veel is, gemagtlg 1~. 
Die studente wat die Unlver- !I" 

siteitsenaat I nie aanbeveel vir r------...u:.U.....U!:LL.....L.l:JJ~~ 
onmiddellike hertoelating nie, sal 
in kennis gestel word van die 

8 klagtes teen hulle. Hulle sal die 
geleentheid kry om op die klagtes 
te antwoord. Hul gevalle sal dan 

" na die Universiteitsenaat vir 'n 
finale beslissing verwys word, lui 
die brief. 

'n Kommissie onder voorsitter-
- skap van prof. J. P. Durning sal 

aangestel word om die woon­
n toestande en werk in die kollege 

te ondersoek en om, indien nodig, 
aanbevelinge te doen vir die ver­
betering daarvan. 

Die kollege is op 4 Mel deu 
die uitvoerende komitee van di 
kollegeraad geslult weens die be 
weerde .,geheime koukus" wa 
studente ge1ntimideer en hull 
die universiteitsowerheid laa 
veronagsaam het.-<Sapa.) 
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"Fort Hare 
Students Can 

Answer 
Charges" 

ALICE, (Cape), Monday. - The 
principal of Fort Hare University 
Oollege for non-Europeans h in­
formed parents of students that 
all applications for readmission 
had been considered by the execu­
tive committee of the university 
senat , and that the re-admis ion 
of all students recommended 9r 
the committee had been author­
istVl. 

Those studentl whom the senate 
executive did not recommend for 
,immediate re-admiMlion would be 
notified of the charges against , 
them. They would be given the 
opportunity of answering the 
charges. Their cases would then • 
be reported to the uhiverBity i 
council for a :final decision. 

LIVING CONDl'l'IO S 
A commi ion would be appointed 

under the chairmanship of Pro- , 
fessor J. P. Durning to investi­
gate the living conditions and work 
in the college, and to make re- • 
commendations for improvemepts : 
if necessary. 

The colle1e was closed down on 
May • by the governing council's 
executive committ.ee becaUM of 
the alleged existence of a secret ' 
"caucus" which intimidated stu- 1 

dents and caused them to defy e 
th properly epnatituted authori- ; 
tte1.--8APA. 
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2 8 JU 1955 

Fort Hare plans 
readmission 

ALICE (Cape), Monday.-(Sapa.) 
THE Principal of Fort Hare University College for 

• non - Europeans has sent a letter to parents of 
students saying that all applications for readmission 
have been considered by the Executive Committee of 
the University Senate, and that the readmission of all 
students recommended by the committee has b e e n 
authorised. 

Those students whom the 
Senate Executive does not re­
commend for immediate readmis­
sion will be notified of the 
charges against them. 

They will be given the oppor­
tunity of answering th charges. 

Their cases will then be re­
ported to the University Council 
for final decision, the letter said. 

Commission 
A commission would be ap­

pointed under the chairmanship 
of Professor J. P. Duminy to 
investigate the living conditions 
and work in the college and to 
make recommendations for their 
improvement if necessary. 

The college was closed down 
on May 4 by the Governing 
Council's Executive Committee 
because of the alleged existence 
of a secret "caucus" which 
intimidated students and caused 
them to defy the properly con­
stituted authorities. 
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Inquiry into 
Life at 

Fort Hare 
F'rom Our Correspondent 

Alice, Monday. 

A COMMISSION of inquiry 
had been established by the 

Fort Hare non-European College 
at Alice, to inquire into ''the 
life anct work" at the college, 
from which the entire student 
body of 350 youths was expelled 
last month. 

The college will reopen on 
Friday, and normal classes will 
be resumed on July 4. 

In a statement announcing the 
establishment of the commis­
sion, Prof. C. P. Dent, the prin­
cipal, said that all the applica­
tions by studenb; for rcndmis­
sion had been considered by the 
Executive Committee of the 
Senate, and the College Council 
had authorisca the readmission 
of all students recommended by 
the committee. 

"Those students whom the 
Senate Executive does not re­
commend for immediate admis­
sion will be notified of the 
charges against them and be 
given an opportunity to answer 
them, after which th-cir cases 
will bP. reported to th Council 
for final decision," he said. 
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Prof. J. P. Duminy, principal 
of the Pretoria Technical 
College, who has b en 
appointed chairman of a 
commission or inquiry into 
"the life and work" at the 
Fort Hare non-Europe~n 

will be r 
next w 
admi sion 
of appeal 
will be m 

cou 
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Readmission of Fort 
Hare students now 

authorized 

Those banned to 
be heard 

ALICE (Cape), Monday. 
ITHE principal of Fort Hare 

University College for 
non-Europeans has sent a 
letter to parents of students 
saying that all applications 
for readmission have been 
considered by the executive 
committee of the university 
senate, and that the re­
admission of all students 
recommended by the com­
tni ttee has been authorized. 

Those students whom the senate 
executive does not recommend for 
immediate readmission will be 
notified of the charges against 
them. They will be given the op­
portunity of answering the charges. 
Their cases will then be reported to 
the university council for final 
decision. the letter said. 

LIVING CONDITIONS 
A commission would be ap­

pointed under the chairmanship of 
Prof. J. P. Durning to investigate 
the living conditions and work in 
the college and to make recom­
mendations for their improvement 
if necessary. 

The college was closed down on 
May 4 by the governing council' s 
executive committee because of the 
alleged existence of a secret 
··caucus" which intimidated 
students and caused them to defy 
the properly constituted authori­
~.ies.-Sapa. 

 

 



Extract from l 

THE TIMES-
LONDON 

9 
Date 

FORT HARE COLLEGE 
UNCERTAINTIES 

REOPENING THIS WEEK 
FROM A CORRESPONDENT 

DURBA , JUNE 29 
The date-July 1-set down for the 

reopening of the University Co1lege of 
Fort Hare for non-European in South 
Africa is imminent. but the haze of 
doubt and speculation which lingers 
round this institution has not been lifted. 

The public has not been told what exactly 
went on among the African students this 
year until the governing authorities at the 
College were provoked into sending all the 
students home in May, so that nobody out­
side the College at all events can say whether 
the trouble is over. 

The governing council ha in a sense 
admitted that it did not know all that wem 
on. for it demanded of the students that in 
applying for readmission they should first 
answer six questions. These que t1ons were 
on unauthorized meetings which took place 
among the students, and on boycotts and 
pressure groups which were no part of any 
normal college life. 

AUTHOR'S PROTEST 
tn the minds of Mr. Alan Paton. the South 

African author. and other who form a 
liberal minority among South African Euro• 
pean ·, this amounted to a form of inquisi­
tion, of compelling students to inform on 
their fellows. Mr. Paton therefore protested, 
saying that it was right 10 shut out any 
known ·• irreconcilables ' among the . tu­
denL. but that after the other had been 
a ked for an undertaking to respect 
authority bygones should be bygones. 

The authorities did not heed this protest. 
probably bel'.ause they did not know who 
the " irreconcilables " were. Also, without 
doubt, relations. or more correctly the 
absence of relation . between staff and stu­
dent had this year reached a point where a 
drastic new beginning was ne~essary. The 
p1tr JS that ther~ ~lUSt now be a beginning 
amid many susp1c1on . 

Fort Hare stands alone in a valley in the 
Eastern Province some 60 mile from 
Gr~hamstown, where Rhodes University is 
situated. For years the tudents at the 
South African Native College, as it was first 
known after its foundation, took the exam­
inations of the University of South Africa 
which has now become little more than a~ 
organization for corre pondence courses. 
But in 1951 Fort Hare became directly 
affiliated to Rhodes University. 

This gave the College a more distinctive 
identity, but the European students at 
Rhodes soon found that the spirit at Fort 
Hare wa by no means one of grateful asso­
ciation. It wa rather one of spiky inde­
pendence. 

Some members of the English-speaking 
academic world in South Af.rica believe that 
if the white and non-white ·tudents thus 
associated with Rhodes had been able to mix 
in the same lecture rooms, this would not 
have happened. 

CAUCUS AND CARCASS 
Others, looking deeper, do not think there 

is any easy cure , for the ullen attitude of 
mind into which some of the Africans who 
are being educated have fallen-at Fore Hare 
mainly, but not only there. It is a hostility 
which has isolated African members of the 
staff at Fort Hare just as much as the Euro­
pean, and has been shared to some extent 
too, by the few Indians and Coloureds who 
also study there. 

When non-European slUdents in Durban 
put out a statement, as they have, in sym­
pathy with their fellows at Fon Hare, sayin:; 
that the allegation that there was a siniste'f 
caucus at work among the students arose 
simply from one House having celebrated a 
sport· victory over the carcass of a goat­
and was thus no more than a confusion of 
two words-caucus and carcass-when this 
can be said, perhaps in _ins~leoc~. and per­
haps in jest, then somethrng 1s a little wrong. 
It hints at resentment shrouded in some dark 
African shadow. -

Again t all this background the new term 
at Fon Hare is an undertaking of m~-;:~ 
seriousness. I 
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G AZ"li1TTE-JONE 30, l9E5 • 

Fort • Hire Re-opens 

P:rincipal's Address To 
Students 

The University College of Fort 
Hare will re.open to morrow ( Fri­
day) and resume its activities on 
Monday .. 

Announcing this, the Council • 
the College bas authorised the Prin 
oipal (Prof. O. P. Dent) to send the 
following letter to the parents of 
students:-

The College • is re•opening on 
Friday, 1st July, and cl~sse8 will 
start on Monday, the 4 b. All 1-\ppli~ 
cations ~ave bei"n coosioered by the 
Executive Committee of the Senate 
a.ad the Council has authorised the 
re ad mi :i~ion of : 11 8tudeuts recom­
mended by lhis Committee, Those 
student~ whom the Senate Exeou • 
tiv~ does not recommend for imme­
didt'"' admiasi rn will be notified of 
the charges against them and given 
the opportunity to answer them after 
which their cases will he reported to 
the Council for final decision. A 
commissbn is being appointed under 
the Chairmanship of Prof, J. P. 
Duminy to investigatA the conditions 
of life and work io t.he Colleg.A and 
to make recommend 1tions for their 
improvement. .As soon as the msm • 
bersb i p ,>f tbi~ Com mission is fi rul I y 
s~ttled it will be announced in the 
Pross. Tbe Council and Senate of 
the College regret the circumstances 
which made nece<.3sary tbe tern -
p1r,Hv sul::!paasio, of the ao~ivitids of 
the Collf)g". Oo behalf of those 
bJJies I as ➔ ure y >U of our interei,t in 
the we !fare of our students and of 
our desir~ that the Uollege should 
fulfil the purpose for wb:ch 1t was 
establi!'lh - d by providing sound in­
Rlruction und,:H c ,nditions in which 
freedorns and diQ~iplines are so 
balanced as to provide an atmo.s­
pher.,. i II which aoadt1mic work is 
pos-,ible We trust thi.t students 
will return in a right spirit and 
make !Jl'oper use of thA opportunitieEI 
provirJed for them in which thi y will 
receive all ~ha assistance we Cd n 
give. 

 

 



Extract from 
Manchester Guardian 

Fort Hare 
ort Hare. the universit., college 

for non-Europeans in South Africa, 
,vhich was closed in May on 
disciplinary grounds. i expected 
to reopen to-day. One hopes that 
_ome lessons • have been learned, 
and not all on one side. Some 
thoughtful comments are made by 
Dr Ellen Hellman. president of the 
South African Institute of Race Rela• 
tions. in the June issue of "Race 
Relations News." •The trouble, she 
thinks. is at bottom not local to 
the college : it springs from the 
general racial situation. .. Resent• 
ment against the trend of develop­
ments in South Africa has tended 
to turn into resentment against 
authority as such." When higher 
education is run on " apartheid " lines 
racial friction between students and 
authorities is, as the Americans say, 
"built in." In view of the growing 
racial tension in the Union, H was 
almost to be expected that the 
natural fellow-feeling of the student , 
severed as they are from all contact 
with European students, should have 
harder.ed into a subterranean organi-
ation of some kind. Moreover, the 

situation at Fort Hare i so far 
unique. There are about a thousand 
non-European university students 
in the Union. Not quite four 
hundred are at Fort Hare; more 
than two hundred attend segregated 
classes at the University of Natal; the 
·• open " univer ities of Capetown 
and the Witwatersrand take about 
two hundred each. It is perhaps sig­
nificant that this trouble should have 
broken out in the only fully segre• 
gated institution of the lot; and 
ind ed it is hardly conceivable that 
it should have occurred in the" open" 
universities. Indeed, as Dr Hellman 
points out. '' Fort Hare disaffiliated 
from the National Union of South 
African Students while non-European 
students at the universities of Cape• 
town and the Witwatersrand co­
operated actively with the N.U.S.A.S." 
If Nationalist zealots get their 
way and succeed in concentrating 
non-European higher education in 
self-contained institutions, in spite of 
the difficulties outlined by the Hollo­
way Commission, will they not be 
preparing a seedbed for a whole crop 
of such troubles ? 

 

 



Extract from 
SOUTH AFRICA, Lona on. 

FORT HARE INVESTIGATION 
Students Now Back to Work 

Fort Hare University College reopened after being closed 
some weeks on the order of the college authorities. Students have 
to the institution in the normal fashion. 

The members of the commission appointed to inquire into 
and life at Fort Hare are Prof. J. P. Duminy (chairmalf6~J'q.l 
M. C. Botha, and Dr. Edgar Brookes. Professor Duminy is pri 
the P retoria Technical College. 

A resolution calling on the governing council to secure the r 
of the principal, Prof. C. P. Dent, was passed at a oonferen 
Cape African Teachers' Association. 

The reasons given in the resolution were that Professor Dent sought 
to impose military discipline on the university men and women, and 
demanded unquestioning obedience to authority rather than calling for 
self-discipline. 

The resolution condemned the action of the Fort Hare authorities in 
closing the college as being " precipitate and unwarranted," and the 
sending of the students home under police escort as "most reprehensible 
and outrageous." 

 

 



EASTE VNCE HERALD 

(From Our Correspondent) 

THE commission 
CAPE TOWN, Tuesday. 

appointed to inquire into the work 
and life 

Europeans 
report to th 

llege for non­
rk, and will 
ngs soon. 

me.mbe of the commis­
sion were Professor J. P. 
Duminy, principal of the Pretoria 
'I echnical College (chairman), 
Dr. Edgal' Brookes and Professor 
M. C. Botha, of Cape Town. 

Professor Botha, who retu1ned 
to Cape 'l'own tocla:v from Fo1·t 
Hare, declined to conunent on the 
.outcome of the inquiry, ,vhich 
lasted two weeks. He said a re­
port on the commission's findings 
would be made to the College 
Council in the ne.·t fo!'tnight. 

The inquiry arose f1 om the' 
recent unl'est n t Fort Hare. In 
May,. the college was clos cl be­
cause of the alleged exb,tence of 
a caucu . or sec:ret authority in 

l 
the student body. • 

The college was 1·eopened on 
July 1. after being clo ·ed for 
sevel'al weeks. 

 

 



Extract from 

Indian ation. Patna. Bihar. 

2 

S. Africa University 
eadmits Dismissed 

Students 
CAPETOWN, July 24: 

The authorities of the Itort 
Hare University College, the 
only non-European univei~ity 
;n South Africa, have comm-=:n 
c-ed re-admitting stude .. 1its 
whom they had dismissed a 
few months ago for organis­
ing a boycott of the gradua- 1 
tion ceremony. 

The college ahthorities had 
also alleged that a sect or cau­
cus' of students was terrorising 
the college, while the students 
c.omplained that they wer•-, be 
ing ruled with 'iron discipline' 
an were not allowed the free-

' dom students in other univer 
'sitles enjoyed. 

All the students being read-
• rnttted have been screened. 
They were asked whether they 
telonged to the 'caucus' or 
whether they knew anything 
about it A number of students 
have been refused readmi:sslOn 
The university has thus been 
.1,,urged of what the authQrit{P.~ 
• cgard as 'undesirable -tu­
rlents' . 

A conference of the Cane 
A'.frican Teachers' Confer~nce, 
meanwhile has asked for the 
oismissal of the European. prin 
cipal of Fort Hare College, Mr 
C. P . Dent, on the grounds 
that he sought to impose mili­
ta.ry discipline on the men and 
women students. 

The conference condemned 
the actions of the Fort !lard 
authorities in closing the col-

1 lege as being 'precipitate and 
I unwarranted', and the stnd­
' ing o! the students home uu-
~er police escort as 'mo.:,t rl!• 
gehensible and outrageous'. 

The conference said t~1at 
the alleged existence of a ·cau 
"us' was nothing more tha.11 a 
.smokescreen. The conference 
;..sked all non-European pc::ple 
to take an active interest in 
and keep a watchful e} e on 
rhe adminis~ration of .fort 
Hare. 

 

 



PORT EUZABE • EVEN NG P0S1 

30 JUL 195 

Students act 
against Fort 
Hare ruling 

AN East London firm of lawycr3 
has been briefed to take lcgat 
action on behalf of the 12 African 
students who have been dismissed 
from the University College of 
Fort Hare. 

Announcing this, Mr. Z. K. 
Mzimba, general secretary of the 
Cape African Teachers' Associa­
tion, said a fund had been formed 
to finance the proceedings. 

The dismissal of the students 
followed "disturbances" at the 
University College. 
- - .I. 
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CAPE 1'/MES 

i" ~ AUG 1955 

FORT IIAPE 
·sTUDEI TS 

The Executive Committee 0f 

the Cape African Teachers' 
Association meeting in East 
London has decided to take up I 
the case of tho 12 students who 
were refused readmission to 
Fort Hare when it reopened 
after being temporarily closed 
for disciplinary reasons. 

I 
The Committee has briefed a 

firm of attorneys in East Lon­
I don to represent the -;tudent:s. 
and is appealing for funds. 

 

 



THE .RfL9()ESIA HERA 

11 Au·s 1 s 

PRINCIPAL OF 
FORT HARE 
Alice (Cape Province), 

TueSday. 
The governing council of the 

University College of Fort Hare 
to-day received a request from 
the principal of the college, Pro­
fessor C. P. Dent, that he be 
permitted to retire " on grounds 
ot HI health." His resignation 
was accepted. 

The council Said it hoped that 
Professor Dent would continue 
in office until the end ot the 
year if his health permitted. It 
appreciated his services and 
regretted that he was unable 
to continue his work for the 

• coJiege.-Sapa. 

 

 



C?t1ec#i ~J 
3 1 AUu i95~ 

Prof. • Dent _. .. . · · · · 1 

- . - ·., . ' . • · .. . .. 
't~s1g •. -

Har 
ALICE, Wedn~sday. 

The governing council of th~ Uni­
versity Cqllege. at Fort Jiare yester-: 
day received ·a · • request from the 
p1·incipal- of- th-0 . coll(¼ge., Professor ' 
C. f. Dent. ·that .ha. be: permitted Jo 
r·etite· •• •ioA g1;ound; .Qr ·m .. hel\llh;J~-. 
Professor n ·e~t.'s. - reii°ignation :wai 
accepted. • • . • • 

' The council .said it hoped Prof. 
Dent would c~ntinue in office u_ri.til 
the end of the year if his health per­
mitted. It s.aid it appreciated his 
services and regretted that he was 
unable to continue his wor~ for the I 
college.-Sapa.. ' 

'C 

 

 



CA TJM 

•3 1· AUG 1 55 

Prof. C. P. Dent 

Fort Hare 
rPrincipal 
To Retire 

AL I C E. - The Governing 
Council of the Univecit • Col­
lege of Fort Hare yesterday 
received a request from the 
Principal of the College, Prof. 
C. P. Dent, that he be permitted 
to retire ' on grounds of ill 
health". 

Prof. Dent's resignation was 
accepted. 

The Council said it hoped 
that Prof. Dent '\\Till continue 
in office until the end of the 
yeat\ if his health permitted. 
It said it appreciated his ser-

vices and regretted that he was 
unable to continue his work for 
the cullege.-(Sapa.) 

 

 



1ii£-1NIND_~§l,J}EMFONX,r,N 
31 AU~ -a -~' 

Principal of 
Fort Hare· 
to Retire 

ALICE, Tuesday. 

HE Governing Council of the 
University College of Fort Hare 

today received a request from tbe 
principal of the College, Professor 
C. P.. Dent, that he -be permitted to 
retire "on grounds of ill health:' 

Prof Dent's resignation was ac-
cepted. 1 

The Council said it hoped that 
frof Dent will continue in office 
11ntil the end of the year, if his 
health permitted. 

It said it appreciated his service 
aad regretted that he was unable 
to continue his work for the Col­
lefe.-Sapa. 

 

 



UIJ:,, 

3 r AU6 19a5 
KOLLEGEHOOF I 

WIL 
AFTREE 

LICE. - Di heh raad van 
die Universiteitskolle e Fort 
Hare het gister 'n ve1 oek van 
die hoof van die ko1lcge, prof. 
C. P. Dent. ontvang dnt hy ,,op 
grand van gr ·ondheidsredes'' toe­
gela at moet word om af tc tree. 

Prof. Dent se bcdanking is 
aangeneem. 

Die raad het g se Ii:v hoop 
prof. Dent sal aanbly tot die encl 
van die jaar, indien sy ge o 1d­
hcid dit, toelaat. Die rnad het ·v 
dicnste gewaard er en is jamnwr 
dat hy niP in sta:J.t is on sy werk 
vir die kollege voort te sit nie.­
<Sapa.) 

 

 



VON D 'LY DISPMCB 

31 AUG 1955 
Professor Dent 

Resigns 

The Governing Council of the 
University College of Fort Hare 
yesterday received a request 
from the principal of the college, 
Prof. C. P. Dent (picture above), 
that he be permitted to retire 
"on grounds of ill-health." Prof. 
Dent's resignation was accepted. 
The Council said it hoped he 
would continue in office until the 
end of the year, if his health 
permitted. It said it appreciated 
his services and regretted that 
he was unable to continue his 

work for the college. 

 

 



Extract rom 

THE TIMES 
LONDON 

Date ............... .. ..,c. .... ~ ........................ . 

PRINCIPAL OF FORT HARE 
RESIGNS 

ALICE, EASTERN CAPE P:::-"'rNcE, Aug. 30. 
-The governing council of the University 
College of Fort Hare has accepted the resig­
nation because of ill-health of the Principal, 
Professor C. P. Dent. The governing coun­
cil met to-day to consider evidence to be 
given to a government commjssion which is 
inquiring into the expulsions of all students 
last May.-Reuter. 

 

 



f.A,STERN PROVINCE HERAUJ_.i 

3 1 t\UG 1955 

Fort Hare 
Principal 
to retire 

ALICE, Tue day. 
T HE Governing Council of 

the University College of 
Fort Hare today received a 
request from the Principal of 
the College, Prof. C. P. Dent, 
that he be permitted to retire 
"on grounds of ill-health." 

Professor Dent's resignation 
was accepted. 

The council said it hoped 
that Prof. Dent would con• 
tinue in office until the end of 1· 
the year, if his health per­
mitted.-(Sapa). 

 

 



DIAMOND FIELDS 

3 1 AUG 1955 
Principal of Fort I 

Hare resigns 
ALICE, Tuesday.-The govern­

ing council of the University Col­
lege of Fort Hare today received 
a request from the principal of the 

I 
college. Prof. C. P. Dent, that he 
be permitted to retire "on grounds 
of ill health." 

Professor Dent·s resignation was 
accepted.-Sapa. 

 

 



 

 



DIE VOLK Bl.All 

1 AUG 
KOLLEGE-REKTOR 

TRE AF 
ALICE - •n V~rsoek ftll ~rof. 

C. P. Dent, rektor van die Fort 
Hare-univ r 1teitskollqe, dat by toe­
gelaat word om af te tree .. weens 
wak gesondheid", is . gister deur die 

hebecrraad van die Uni er iteitskol­
lege aanvaar. 

Die aad h t die hoop uitaespreek 
dat prof. Dent 001 met sy d1enste 
tot die einde van die jaar I kao 
voortgaan ~ sy aesondbeid dit toe­
laat Sy dienste word op prys ge. 
. tel n dit pyt die raad dat by nie 
in taat is om sy werk vir die kollege 
voort te sit nie, h t die raad 1es&. 

- (Sapa) 

 

 



f.ORT ELIZABETH EVENING POSl] 

. UG 19 

PROF.DENT 
RESIGNS 

ALICE. - The Governing Coun­
cil of the University College of 
Fort Hare yesterday received a 
request from the principal of 
the college, Professor C. P. Dent, 
that he be permitted to retire 
"on grounds of iil health." Pro­
fessor Dent's resignation was 
accepted. The council said it 
hoped that Professor Dent will 
continue in office till the end of 
the ear, if his health permitted. 

 

 



 

 



DIE TRANSV ALER 

31 A 

PROF. DENT 
BEDANK 

ALICE. - Die bestuursraad 
van die Universiteitskollege Fort 
Hare het gister 'n versoek van 
die prinsipaal, prof. C. P. Dent, 
ontvang <lat hy toegelaat word 
om weens gesondheidsredes af 
te tree. 

Prof. Dent se bedanking is 
aanvaar en die raad het die hoop 
uitgespreek dat hy, indien sy 
gesondheidtoestand dit toelaat, 
tot die einde van die jaar sal 
aanbly. - (SAPA). 

 

 



MAIL-

3 
PRl AL OF 

FOR1~ RE 
RI~ l 

ALICE, Tu sday.-The Govern­
in council of the Univer ity Col­
le e of Fo1 Hare to-day received 
a requ from he principal of th 
coll e, Prof s or C. P. Dent, tha 
he b p rmitted to retire "on 
ground of ill health." 

an 
to 
1 AP . 
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Head of Fort 
Hare resigns 
ALICE, Wednesday. 

governing council of 
versity College of Fort 

; e councll ,; .d it hoped that 
es or D nt wm continue in 
e until the end of the ear, 
is health allows it. 
e council said it , ppreciated 

s s and regrew d that he 
e to co 1 mue his work 

t llege.-Sapa. 

 

 



RAND DAILY MAil. 
~~ JU l~J: 

Natives Want 
Resigr1ation 

of Fort Hare 
Principal 

From Our Own Correspondent 
EAST LONDON, Monday. -

A resolution calling on the gov­
erning council of Fort Hare Uni­
versity College to secure the re­
signation of the principal, Profes- • 
sor C. P. Dent, was passed at a l 
conference ·of the Cape African 1 

Teachers' Association in Queens- 1 5 
town recently. ; t 

The reasons · given in the reso- I ~ 
lution were that Professor Dent ~ 

· sought to impose military disci- ~ 
pline on the university men and : 
women, and demanded unquestion- ¥ 
ing obedience to authority rather i 
than calling for self-discipline. i 

The resolution condemned 
the action of the Fort Hare 
a thoritles in closing the col­
lege as being "precipitate and 
unwarranted,'' and the sending 
of the students home under 
police escort as "most repre- i! 
hensible and outrageous." j 
The conference agreed that the i 

alleged existence of a secret pres- f 
sur group or "caucus," before 
which both staff and students were 
helpless, was nothing more tha.n ' 
a "smokescreen." 

The conference will exhort all 
non-European people to take an 
active interest in and watchful 
eye on the administration of Fort 
Hare, and to protect the rights of 
students.-SAP A. 

 

 



THE STAR 

l 5 JUL '955 

150 students f 

of 320 at F<J 
Hare reopen; 

From Our Corre ponden 
FORT HARE, Tuesday. - Only 

about 150 of the 320 students who 
were expelled from Fort Hare 
University College for non­
Europeans two months ago were 

·present when classes were re­
sumed yesterday. 

Most of the absentees were 

I 
unable to obtain train bookings 
and will arrive within the next 
few days. A small number of 
others. however, are known to 
have been refused readmission. 

The 150 students in residence 
arrived during the week-end and 
settled down quietly in the dormi­
tories. The resumption of classes 
today was reported to have been 
"n9rmal." 

 

 



i'ORT ELIZABETH E¥£.NING POST 

L 

und to be 'n mere 

Officials' -IE>~r"i tude 
also criticised 

S.A. Press Association - JOHANNESBURG 

THE REPORT of the Commission of Inquiry into 
conditions at Fort Hare University College 

criticises the attitude of students but says there 
were also faults by the College authorities. 

The report, issued today, refers to polit·cs at the 
College, to a lack of Chri.stian spirit, to good r lations in 
classro1Jrns, and to drinking and irnmorality, among other 
matters. , 

The report makes a de- rl b ,.~ 
tailed survey of conditions ers. 
leading to ti oubles at Fort Has outgrewn 
Hare. It suggests many 
changes which might lead the system 
to better conditions. 

In general (says the report) it 
aims at the elimination of the 
relics of the "missionary high 
school past" surviving • at Fort 
Hare, and transforming the 
college into a modern university 
institution. 

"Perhaps the most important 
single item in the report is the 
recommendation that the men's 
ho tels should be transferred to 
the college and be placed under 
college wardens, the churches 
appointing not wardens but 
chaplains, who will be asked to 
c:1dminister discipline," says the 

The Commission wa appointed 
by the Governing Council of the 
College after the closing of the 
College last May. 

The Commi ·i;;ion a that all 
member of the 'taff at Fort 
Hare we1 e mo::;t co-ope a tive 

• • ei view and i 

them did not gi e us ze ., 
hope that we would receive any 
_co-operation from them. 

"But we _were extremely grati­
fied when m the end this initial 
atmo phere of suspicion was 

elJed gl'adnally by a truly 
o-o ve attitude." 

1J11i.:.:.iio ... ,r:. ~po " Part of the 
• • • e from the 

gro t1i11Mi~II out-
suited 
suited to the ent "S".;. .. <i""llllili 

The report says 
the college in May pro d e 
strong reactions among for 
student and non-European lead­
ers generally. 

''Vl e wonder whether the sym­
bolic value of Fort Hare to the 
African and other sections of the 
community has been adequately 
appreciated." 

f 
non-Europeans in the life of the 
universities of Cape . Town, the 
Witwatersrand and Natal, while 
most valuable and better in prin­
ciple than the building up of a 
"segr gated" institution, has 
somehow not the same symbolic 
value. 

"Old students, who occupy a 
very distinguished place in non­
European society and do much 
to mould its opm10n, are 
peculiarly ensitive to anything 
which makes Fort Hare appear 
less in status than a true univer­
sity should. 

"Recent events, whether jus­
tified or not, have deeply 
wounded this sensitivity." 

As an example of this, the 
report says: "It is not enough 
to say ( what is perfectly true) 
that the hostel ·at Fort Hare 
are superior to those in the mis­
sionary high schools. 

"African opinion wants to be 
a sured that they will be brought 
up as rapidly as po sible to the 
status of the Rhodes (Univer­
sity) residences." 

Another comparison which will 
have to be faced in the near 
future, says the report, concerns 
the accommodation and food to 
be provided for African students 
of the University College of Rho­
desia and Nyasaland. 

BF" Pl ru·e tum to Page 2 
col . 6, 7 & 8. 

 

 



"We believe th t • . 
due to th a this 1s partly 

e confusio f 
mate discipline w·th n o legiti-

' 'Th!s. can be un 1 
. baas~kap. 

of p~hbcal and racqer stood in view 
outside the colle 1t1 c~ntroversies 
le~~ ha_rmful an8ect ut is none the 

Boomg, c t angerous. 
hostile and unac;alls and other 
~he principal is 8 uth noises when 
l,!'ltolerable in a J' fkin~ are quite 
t10n and indeed n hers1ty institu-
to!~rated. s ould not be 

Even worse if . 
disgusting anonymposs1ble, are the 
la~poons that ar ous letters and 
notice-boards.,, e posted up on 

The easy recour t 
and other forms ie . 0 boycotts 
ar~ also to be depricatd1drect action 

Much of th! e • 
be explained thoi?;t or thing may 
by the failt'ire at not excused 
college authorities times ot the 
legitimate requests to recognise 
slo~nesR In imp! ?r their 
wlw:;h are ace ntabr:n~ing tho e 
cent weeks by error e, •l~d In re­
such as the circula s of J)ldgment 

nts virtually to I rf askm stu-
a.nother. n orm on one 
s J'he t . Commi sfon feels 
Cf•n, n • have Rome stran e the 
dern ptlon. of univ r ity t mi -
of ;i.ndlng a lie nc fa re dom, 
I>e;i~ttything pr vailln r i1 exce. l'l 

'l'h un iversiti s. a Euro-
lnin e e agg rat d s n 
fee1frtan1 •·L perhap SJu~f. seir-
1,Jok n~ that the college rnut,ot tte 

I 
or th~Pon a. 9eln th van uarcf 
tr11 s.r le., political and racial 

-~ 

"It dealt ~tay seem a. 
unseemly ~~f;:,e Ieng With 
of the student~~8i,s\ on he faults 
the pres nt i u we f.eel that 
merely unplea a mosphere is not 
in the extrem!ant, but dangerous 

"lt struck u • t • 
a spirit of evils a times as being 
almo ·t vi ·1 l ' 0 trong as to be 
foe to all ·t~~r .and tangible - a 
creative, lih.e t~e nor!111al, sane and 
recorded in th _JVI PO se sions 

"It may Welle 1 , ew Testament. 
~estruction 01 F ?-td 1 to the utter 
is for this rea ·001 lare, and it 
the ouncil will n ~hat we hope 
sideration to o1.f give full con­
tic proposals r.~ • omewhat dra -

"The fact t reform. 
gt en ration of. F~:[ IL the pre ent 
end to have re tud nts 

out~ide even a bad reputation 
peopl", 'mu t m a~ong the Afri •an 
s~riou ·ly ind ~k one think v ry 
s1tuntion ·it ti about the grave 

It would b 1 .co_llege." 
report, to ~. d_1ff1cult, says tht> f bout politi 8 

17:~date di cuss!ons 
r?.~h a university race relations 

e studen ·, t nre bound to . l• ort Har ) 
c~l deveJopm ~tsafa1P dted by r>ollti-

1ons tn the . n racial t n-
of the i n!on; by •he r ult 
approach 8 a\ optio~ . of cliff r n1 
problems jusf fc~!1t1 •al ind r cial 
~nd not least b f~ our bord r • 

fi?J~ }-~~f{: ?~1i in ~t~~g~ 5 si~! 
f •. in Nig rlR. I dY1 as, for am-
nrli s." • n 111. and the East 

patible 
versity 
on_ the side 
With. thes must 
~n~ inquisition in 

cli fs of the sturl n 
and . ffective action to 
:i\aa,~rel'!pect, insubordina 

I 4 

i C 
to 
n­
re 

t. c s on the legitimate a 
c~,; 1f the Coll ge. In certai 

. 8 ance gross or r p at d • 
~d~)~~c should be dealt wit~ as 

"B e. ou . ut the d epcst remedy must bi> 
~ewg~tff in . the 'expulsive. power of. 

ecuons'-in th devel t 
~ ~cademic life. ~ultural in~{l~<i't~. fi0 t,h personal friendships and all 
~r9e t tat goe~ to n:iake up the fabric 

, fl rue. ~mversity. in th life of '11 hicr 1boht1es < of whatever brand) 
!c 0 ~ d . e h althy cells in the borly 

a em1 • not a malignant growth 
:nreatfning the ~ea.Ith and th ver.; 
bo~v. ~ ev rythmg else ln that 

. '!;ho r~pnrt l'ltt/;' tA that • 
d1 PO!'!Prl mu klan ncl d. ell-
•·nm])anie f. 1 amatll'! 
mi~ht • , I om n arhy c ntrPs 
visit 1'1, n ) Fort 1 Tnre o r-n !onal 

".And hv th 
,·oil g <·ni.11rl ~rra:~1 f tol;fn th9 

rt ' 'hoir· And l or • ron-
nther c •'n!r; ." Pays to vi I 

Fort d llre reforms urge-a 
Continued from Pag 1. \ Th~ ommiss1on suggests that the 

const1tut1on of the ~.it.C. at Fort 
The report continue. : "We Hare should. be brougi:.t as ~losely 

were shocked on arriving at the mto <:onform1ty as po!>· 1ble \'1~h the 
college to reali e how bad the constitutions . of . si~11ai:: bodies m other university mst1tut10ns. 
htmosphere really was; and The stud nts i:,tressed freedom of 
though the students' attitude to sveech in their evidence. . • 

ThP report comm nt:-- on a. 
"di. treq ing la k of contact" be­
tw en student and . taff out. ide 
the cla -room, and ::;ays th:a.t oth 
qtud nt and f.taff would :\·.icome 
channel. wh r by contact. be­
t,veen them could \Je renewed an(i 
broaden d and u. tained. 

ourselves changed so markedly But, says the report. a leg1t1mat . . claim to treedom of speech must be 
tor the better as to give us recognised only subject to certain 
hope for the future, we should conditions. 
not be doing our duty if we did "In the_ first place, those who . demand it tor them elve mu t 
not set down simply and clearly concede it to others ancl this they 
our impre sion of the faults on ar, not very rearly io do. ' 
the side of the students. . Student taking a!1 unpopular 

"In our opinion there have 
been fault and error on the 
part of the coll ge authorities, 
but it is not these alone which 
must be amended if a healthy 
atmosphere is to be attained. 

"We were informed that an 
unhappy frame of mind has 
~xisted among the students for 
some time. A subve1 sive ele­
ment has been present for years, 
but up to recently it has been 
n:anageable. 

"A notic able feature of student 
life is suspicion - suspicion of 
the college authorities, suspicion 
of many <not all) Europeans, 
suspicion of one another. (The 
last-named, a mo t distressing 
feature, would seem to be partly 
due to unwise encouragement of 
tale-bearing a a means of con­
trol.) 

"The attitude towards the 

!me at studen meetmg tend to 
b shouted down or, it they are 
giv n a h aring at the time, p r­
secut d aft rwards as "sell-outs''. 

sat{' i~ct/ i~n· " ell-out" 
most devastating term in 
pre ent-day vocabulary of 
Hare, 

Immorality 

e "Those ho claim 1reedom of 
sve ·h should l arn not to obtrude 
puliti ·al and ra<.:ial sp ches into 

very kind of dii;cussion." 
one "rath r depr :-;ed . tudent" 

told the comm! ion that "the 
chi f inter ts of th stud nt are 
politic , adult ry and drink." 

The ·omml. sion m mb r report 
that they fe 1 ther i a disquiet­
ing amount of immorality and 
drinking at l<'ort Hare. 

" ... The very trong wave of 
antl-Chri:-;tian fe ling· hich we 
were sad to encounter at the 
college is an evil which must b 

Th 'ommi. ·ion <::ay.· it f els 
that . ome of the regulations con­
ct:1 ning ho ·tel vi ·!ting hours ar& 
harsh, and that the refu~al of a 
tudent reque. t to hold a ma:-s 

me ,tfng to di. CU"S one particular 
r gulation '"a an error or judg­
m nt. 

Discussing political and racial 
factors at the college, the Commis­
~ion says probabl • the majority of 
the students are not active mem­
bers 01 any political organisation. 

"We feel convinced that there are 
students who come to Fort Hare 
already inculcated with ideas and 
techniques which they have learned 
outside, and which they feel they 
must apply at the college. 

"They are in touch with the 
l ad rs of their organisations out­
Ride the campus, and are influenced 
by them. 

"We find it hard to believe that 
responsible m n could countenance 
actions and attitudes so foreign to 
the true univer ity ideal and o 
calculated to lead Fort Hare to 
rlisaster. 
. "It may be that the unique posi­

tion of the in titution in the Union 
and the great national and inter­
national interest in it has led these 
leaders into the unhappy policy of 
using it as the spear-head of a 
national political struggle. 

"We wonder if it might not be 
possible for informal discu. sions to 
take place between the heads of 
these organisations and represen­
tatives of the college who might be 
personae gratae to them. 

white man, though harmful to 
the tudcnts them elv s, is under­
tandable in South African con­

ditions, and i part of the ob­
session with the struggle for 
liberation and w it h politics 
g n rally. 

1 t:cognla d, and again t which 
qui t and effectiYe remedie mu t 
he devi · d. But it is pre-eminently 
not a suuject for oft:icial cog­
nia nc or di clplinary actio ." 

The report says the Commission 
'\; ·as sad to feel how great a con­
centration there was among 
students on grievances, and how 
rare were expressions of gratitude 
or appreciation. 

On the educ tional side says the 
report. the picture is brighter. 

"One could not ask the organisa­
tions not to stand for their prin­
ciples, but they could be a~ked to 
dil ect their members at Fort are 
not to confu. e the political s i;cgle 
outside the college with re 1 an e 
to 1liscipline and constitu d 
authority in ide." 

"Mi tru t and di respect have 
n focu ed recently on th 

principal and on the college 
b r· ie nd it is difficult not 

Relation in the classroom are, 
according to both staff and student 

v1denc , happy and friendly and in 
ge!! ral th students work well. 

adds: "If political 
t be liminated 

can the College 
.... Fort Hare 
it annot in the 

e e.·e r 
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Fort Hare report 

Disquieting amount of 
immorality and 

drinking 
{Continued from Pai:e One) 

mended if a healthy atmosphere that they feel there is a disquiet­
s to be attained. ing amount of immorality and 

" A noticeable feature of student drinking at Fort Hare. 
ife is suspicion-suspicion of the •· We ~o not think this is wisely 
allege authorities. suspicion of dealt with by what appear to us 
any (not all) Europeans, sus- to be unrea.sonable and impractic­

icion of one another (the last- able rules about contact between 
amed, a most distressing feature. n:en and women which hinder the 

;would seem to be partly due to well-behaved and are easily evaded 
unwise encouragement of tale- by the real criminals, or by ex­
earing as a means of control). : pellmg s_tudents merely for having 
"The attitude towards the ta5ted liquor; but on the other 

White man. though harmful to j h':';nd we do not feel that the 
the tudents themselves, is under- ex.Stence of these great scourges 
standable in South African con- shoul~ . ~ a matter for 
dit10ns, and is part of the obses- eq~ammity. . . 
sion with the struggle for libera- n t.he educ3:tional . side: says 
tion and with politics generally. the r~port. _the picture is brighter. 

, Relations in the classroom are. 
CONFUSIO according to both staff and student 

.. Mistrust and disrespect have ~vidence. happy and friendly and 
been focused recently on the m general the students work 
principa and on the college well. 
authorities, and it is difficult not 
to come to the conclusion that 
some at least of the student boys 
are opposed to all authority as 
authority. We believe that this 
is partly due to the confusron of 
legitimate discipline with baas­
skap. 

·• This can be understood in 
view of political and racial con­
troversies outside the college, but 
is none the less harmful and 
dangerous. 

"Booing, catcalls and other hos­
tile and uncouth noises when the 
principal is speaking are quite 
intolerable in a university insti­
tution and indeed should not be 
tolerated. Even worse, if possible, 
are the disgusting anonymous 
letters and lampoons that are 
posted up on notice boards. 

" The easy recourse to boycotts 
and other forms of direct action 
are also to be deprecated. 

ERRORS OF JUDGME TT 

SPIRIT OF EVIL 
"We feel that the present 

atmosphere is not merely un­
pleasant, but dangerous in the 
extreme. It struck us at times 
as being a spirit of evil so strong r, 
as te be almost visible and tan­
gible-a foe to all that is normal 
sane and creative. like the evii 
possessions recorded in the New 
Testament. 

" It may well lead to the utter 
?estruction of Fort Hare, and it 
1s for this reason that we hope 
the council will give full con­
sideration to our somewhat 
drastic proposals for reform." 

PROPOSALS 
Drastic measures are certainly 

needed to ensure the college's safe 
and happ continuance, and 
among these are changes of per­
sonnel and methods. 

The commission suggests that 
the students might need guidance 

" Much of this sort of thing may and a strong new lead from the 
be explain~d. though_ not excused., staff in the m_atter of establishing 
by the failure at times of the I clubs and societies of a sporting 
college authorities to recognize cultural and social nature. ', 
legitimate requests or their slow-: "All the usual Leftist ideas of 
ness in implementing th_ose which religion being the opiate of the 
are acceptable; and m recent, masses are found, combined with 
weeks by errors of judgment such African rationalist views of the 
as the circular asking students missionary as the agent of the ' 
virtual~y to infor~ on one anot:11er con_quer?r, and traces of the crude 1 

-a circular which on ethical rationa ism popular 50 years ago 
grounds we ca7:1not ~pprove-yet and_ now_ to a large extent dis­
the s_tudent attitude is none the credited m intellectual circles.'' 
less mhe~entl~ ba~, ~nd ~ake~ As a remedy Ior anti-Christian 
happy university llfe impossible. feeling, the commission su ests 

The exaggerated sense of self- ~rst of all, the complete eif!ina~ 
importance of the students shown tion of the element of comp 1s· 
in correspondence between the from religious services u ion 
students Representative Council "In the s~o d 1 • and the College Senate .. is that as far as n .Pblacethwe ur~e 

h d t th f 1• th t possi e e assoc1-per aps ue o e ee mg a ation between th t h · 
the college must be looked upon preaching of telig'i~ e~ mg an~ 
as being the vanguard of the bilitv for disci -li n an respons1-
p0Etical and racial struggle. students be broke.ge among the 

,. We urge that those in • 
authority should not lightly turn BEST MEN NEEDED 
down students' requests as un­
reasonable, and that the habitual 
attitude to student requests 
should be 'why not?' rather than 
'why?'" 

The 
the 
Fort 
close 

"When new wardens (or, as we 
sugg~st, chaplains), come to be 
appou~ted, we hope-and we say 
this ~v1tbout any reflection on past 
aI?pou:~tments-that the churches 
will give Fort Hare of their very 

1t1"··~;r.,, r~~1~~·~c.a.Q...~ - .tqo ood a 

with ne --~-.. 1•·•·· 0•· ... ,~-

hich 
nf the 
rlcan 

bodies in other university institu- T.n 1" " ,,,l'\<!t••1• er-
tions in the Union. "The possi- . . by 
bility of voting by ballot at S.R.C. ommiss1on to three main fac-
and mass meetings might also be ors: personalities. accommodation 
entertained as a means of avoid- and the system itself under which 
ing intimidation of students by 

1

. ¥1; hostels. are_ administered. 
one another." ere was d1stressmg evidence of 

The students stressed freedom o~ercrowding. Immediate atten­
of speech in their ev dence. But, t.1.0 ~ should be given to the pro­
says the report, a legitimate claim \ IS10!1 of reasonably presentable 
to freedom of speech must be furniture in the bedrooms and 
recognized only subject to certain common rooms. 
conditions. ---J 

" In the first place, those who 
demand it for themselves must 
concede it to others, and this they 
are not very ready to do. There 
1s much intolerance among 
students, and unfortunately a 
consldera.ble lack of moral courage 
on the part of the students 
generally.'" 

Those who claim freedom of 
apeech should learn not to obtrude 
political and racial speeches into 
every kind of discussion, and that 
college authorities have the right 
to expect students to take advice 
"'-'d t.o exercise due discretion ln 
~h and writing when the ex­
~ of their thought.a may 
brlng the college into cli&repute 
loeallY or nationally. 

one •• rat.he,: depresaed student•• 
told the commlalon that •• the 
chief interests of the atudenta ar• 

adultery and drmk." 
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Life at Coloured 
People's College 

A commission of enquiry set up to 
investigate conditions at Fort Hare, 
South Africa's only university college 
for r.on-whites, reported yesterday 
that the students had some strange 
misconceptions of university freedom. 
demanding licence far in excess of 
an~hing prevailing at European 
umversities. 

It referred to a lack of Christian 
spirit, to drinkini( and immorality. 
"Relation& 1n the classroom are 
according to both ta.tfe and atudent 
evidence happy and friendly, and in 
general the students work well." 

The commission made a detailed 
survey of the conditiops which led 
to the closing of the college on May · 4 1 

' last a.nd the suspension Of 330 out of 

I 
a total of 367 students for an 
indefinite period. All students except 
the ringleaders have since been 

1 
readmitted. The report recommended. 1 
the transformation of the collei:,;e 
in o • • 
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I PRINCIPAL OF 
FORT HARE TO 

RETIRE 
lice, 1 ue day.-The Governing 

Council of the University College 
of Fort Hare today received a re­
quest from th Principal of the j 

ollege, Prof. , P. Dent, that he 
be permitted to retire "'on grounds 
of ill health." 

Prof. Dent's re ignatton , a 
a .ceplcd. 

The Council aid it hoped that ' 
Prof. Dent would continue in office 
until the end of the year, if his 
health permitted. 

It said it appre i.ted hi er-
vices, and rerretted that he wa 
unable to continue bis work for 
the College.-Sapa. 

 

 



! SCATHING CRITICISM 
IN FORT HARE 

REPORT 

Students and authorities 
blamed by commission 

1 MA~Y CHA~ "GE which might lead to helter condition 
are "uggei-te<l in the report of the commi ·sion of inquiry 

into conditions at Fort Hare ( l 'atj,,,) niver~ ity College, 
1 
appointed aftn the college wa temporar'ly closed <;n May IL 

In general. 1-a~s the report. the aiu. i~ the elimination 
of the relic~ of the mi1-sionary higlt school pa t i-un·ivinf! at 
Fort Hare. and the college's tran formation into a modern 

university in titution. 
---- The commission was under the 

chairmanship of Prof. J. P. 
Duminy with Prof. M. C. Botha 
and Dr. E. H. Brookes as mem­
bers. 

" Perhaps thP most important 
single item in the report is the 
recommendation that the men's 
hostels should be transferred to 
the college and be placed under 
college wardens. • the church s 
appointing not wardens but chap­
lains who will be asked to ad­
minister discipline," says the 
commission. 

In addition to criticizing the 
attitude of students, the report 
says there were also faults on 
behalf of the college authorities. 

OUTGROWN SYSTEM 

" Part of the present difficulties 
arise from the fact that the college 
has outgrown the sy tern so ad­
mirably suited to earlier vcars, so 
unsuited to the present day. 

" Perhaps, too. the financial 
string·ency of earlier years and the 
traditions of several generations 
of missionaries, accustomed to 
make bricks without straw. has 
had its effects on parts of the 
material side of the college's life, 
as the tradional compulsory church 
services of missionary high schools 

I have influenced religious practices 
. in what is now a modern and grow­
l ing university institution. 

I 
"We wonder whether the symbo­

lic value of Fort Hare to the Afri­
can and other sections of the com­
munity has been adequately appre­

l ciated." 
The participation of non-Euro­

peans in the life of th~ universi­
ties of Cape Town, the Witwaters­
rand and Natal, while most valu­
able and better in principle than 
the building up of a "segregated " 
institution. has somehow not the 
same symbolic value. 

FAULT AND ERROR 
" We were shocked on arriving 

; at thf' college to realize how bad 
f the atmosphere really was; and 
, though thP students' attitude to 
ourselves changed so markedly 
for the better as to give us hope 
for the future we should not be 
doing our duty if we did not set 
down simply and clearly our 
impression of the faults on the 
side of the students. In our 

1 opinion there have been faults 
, and errors on the part. of the 
. college authorities, but it is not 

I thf'se alone which must be 
(Continued on Paae Three.) 
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FORT HARE REPORT 

Politics and 
drinking 

-are attacked 
JOHANN~SBURG, Thursday. 

THE report of the commission of inquiry into condi­
tion at Fort Hare (Native) University College, 

appointed after the college was closed temporarily on 
May 11 , has been issued by order of the governing 
council of the college. 

The commission was under the 
cbainnan:;hip of Prof. J. P. 
I).nniny and had Prof. M. C. 
~th& and Dr. E. H. Brookes as 
tie other members. The report 
111&kes a detailed survey of condt­
tfona leading to the troubles at 
Ftrt Hare. and suggests many 

nges whicll may lead to better 
C<Jlditions. 

In ,1eneral, says the rej,O' , 
tms at the elimination of the 
ttUcs. of the mi66it>Dan' hJ&h 
~ put survivtn1 at Port Hare 
ncl the ooUqe's transform& 

110 a modem untversity inatitll• 
1en. 

E 'S HOSTEL 
aps the moot im 

wardens. the churcbell. 
ing not wardens but ~ 

ho will be asked U> 
ter dAscipline,~ says the 
ion. 

dition to criticizing the 
students. the report 

faults on 

,i> an 
istian 

and 
immorality. 
pn lft.Y t the executive of the 

otverntna Cc,uttctt of the college 
informed that the College 

bad 

1n & cal here: 
May 11 the Governinl 

conArmed the action of 
decided to 

t __ ,.....___ of inquirY 
the life and work of the 

he att de of the students 
not give us reuaa to hope 

we would receive ~ co­
ratk>h from them, 6ut 
e extremely gratified w 

1n the end this init1al a 
sphere of fUSl)ietOD was 
pelled 11"8,duallJ by a 
~operative attitude.' 
Port Bare was opened in 

With an enrolment of 20 atud 
d with ·•a kindly )>&temali&m, 

(Colltinued on oaae I. co~umn I) 

STUDENTS' HABITS 
·ARE 

CRITICIZED 
(Continued from paae 1) 

a concentration of powers in the 1 

hands of the principal, an inter­
pretation of discipline on high 
school rather than university 
lines. 

UN UITED 

another. <The last-named, a . 
most distressing feature, would 
seem to be partly due to unwise 
encouragement of tale-bes.ring 
as a means of control.) 
'Mistrust and disrespect have 

'Part of the present difficulties been focused recently on the 
arise from the fact that the I principal and on the college 
college ~as outgrown the system authorities, and it is difficult not 
so admirably suited to those to come to the conclusion that 
earlier years, so unsuited to the some at least of the student body 
present day. are opposed to all authority as 

'Perhaps, too, the financial authority. We believe that this 1s 
stringency of earlier years a.nd pe.rt1y· due to the confusion of 
the traditions of several genera- legitimate discipline with baas­
tions of missionaries, accustomed skap. 
to make bricks without straw, 
have had their effects on parts 
of the material side of the 
college life, as the traditional 
compulsory church services of 
missionary high schools have in­
fluenced religious practices in 
what ls npw a modem and rrow­
ing unlv~ity institution.' 

STRONG REACTIONS 
The clQ1ing of the college in 

M&y produced strong reactions 
among former students and non­
European leaders generally. 

'We wonder Whether the sym­
bolic value of Fort Hare to the 
African d other sections of the 
commun bM been adequately 

1 apprecia ed.' . 

The participation of non­
Europeans in the life of the 
u~iver.sities of Cape Town, the 
W1twa.tersrand and Natal, while 
most valuable and better in 
principle than the buildin1 up 
of a ••egrerated' institution, has 
somehbw not the same symbolic 
value, the report says. 
'Old students, who occupy a 

distinguiahed place in non-Euro­
pean society and. do much to 
moul its opinion, are peculiarly 
~, ve to anythin1 which makes 
Pori Hare appear Jess in status 
tha a true university should. 
R t events, whether justified 

t, have deeply wounded this 
sen tivity.' 

1 RAISED STATUS • 

I 
4s an example of this, the 

report says, 'it is not enough to 
l say (as is perfectly true) that 

the hostels at Fort Ha.re are 
I s1:1perior t.o those in the missionary 
1 lugh schools. African opinion 

w~nts to be assured that they 
will be brought up as rapidly 
as l>OaltbJe to the status of the 
Rhodes <tJntv ty) residence.' 

The report continues: 'We 
were shocked on arriving at the 
college to realize how bad the 
atmosphere really was; and. 
though the students' attitude to 
ourselves changed so markedly 
for the better as to give us hope 
f future, e. should not 
be doin1, QUr du if we id not 
set :down sbnply d cl ly our 
impression of the faults on the 
side of the students. 

DISCIPLINE 
'Neither Fort Hare nor 

other university can exist wi 
discipline, but it may be des 
to modernize the rules of 
college, provided that such a 
still necessary in presen 
conditions must be enforced. 

'Booing. catcalls and 
hostile and uncouth noises 
the principal is speakin 
quite intolerable in a univ 
institution and. indeed, s 
not be tolerated. 
'Even worse, if · possible. ar 

disgusting anonymous lette 
lampoons that are posted 
notice-boards. 

BOYCOTT 
'The easy recourse to bo 

and other f onns of direct 
is also to be deprecated. 

'Much of this sort of th 
be explained, though not ex 
by the failure at times 
college authorities to 
legitimate requests, or their 
ness in implementinl those 
are acceptable; and in 
weeks by errors of Judgm.eJJ. 
as the circular asking stu 
virtually to inform on one an 
-,- a circular which on 
grounds we cannot approv 
the student attitude iS non 
inherently bad, and makes 
university life impossible.' 

The report says the ·ca 
sion feels that the studen 
Fort Hare have some s 
misconceptions of univ 
freedom, demanding a 1i 
far in excess of anythinj 
vailing at European univers 
The exaggerated sense of 

importance of the students 
in correspondence between 
Students• Representative Co 
and the college Senate 'is per 
due to the feeling that 
college must be looked u 
being the vanguard of the poli 
and racial struggle.' 

TUDENTS' BEQUES'l'S 
All students' represen 

councils must at times be 
pared to take 'No' an a 
their · -requ ts, but 'at the 
time we would urge that tai 
authority should not lightly 
down students' requests as 
reasonable, and that the ha.bi 
attitude to students' req 
should be 'Why notf' ratl't& 
'Why?'. 

'In our opinion the~ have been 
faults and errors on the part of 
the college authoritles, but it is 
not tbe&e alone which must be 
amended if a healthy atmoepbere 
is U> be attained. The commission suggests th 

UBVER IVE ELE the constitution of the S.R.0. 
, . Fort Hare should 
We were informed that an a.. -closel into eon 

happy frame of mind has existed with the ~~t.itlatkaJ'. 
a_mong the students for some con- bfKii tn otbe 1 tnstttu-

1 

s1derable time. A subversive ele- tions. The possibility of voting by 
ment has been presei:it for years. ballot at s.R.C. and mass meetings 
but up to recently 1t has been might also be entertained as a 
maI1&1eable. means et avoiding intimidation of 

'A noticeable f ea tu re of st.,_...,.."1-.41111Jf one &DO\ber. 
student life is suspicion-sus- n DOM OF PEECB 
piclon of the college authorities, 
suspicion of many <not all) The students ~tre ~ freedom 
Europeans suspicion of one -cf speech in the1r evidence. But. 

' ays the r.eport, a lelit la1m 
to freedom of speecJl must be 
rec<>fnized only subject to certain 
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CRITICISES FO T
1

Fo 
S 0 
HARE 

RE STUDEN 
Also faults and errors by 

• • 1t1e College autho 
JOHA1 r ESBURG Thursday. 

THE report of the commission of inquiry into conditions at . ◄_ort Hare 
1ative University College, publi ~hed to-da. 7, refers to poht1c at t_he 

College, to a lack of the Christian spirit and to drinking and immorality 
among other matters. 

The report says that the students ha re some 
trange misconceptions of universit., freedom, 

I 
demanding a licence far in e. ·ce s of anything 
prevailing at European univer ities. 

The report says that one rather depre ed tudent told 
the commission that "the chief interest~ of the student 
are politics, adultery and drink.'' The commission felt 
there , ·a a disquieting amount of immorality and d~inking 
at the co11ege. 

The report also criticises the College authorities. There 
had been faults and errors on their part. Much of the lack of 
discipline could be explained, though not excused, by the 
failure at times of the College authorities to recognise legitimat 
reques om e tu t o y eir own • • • 

u ·op an umve 
ehow no 

e. 
In its concluding stages, the 

report says: "It may seem as if 
e have dealt at undue length and 

w1th unseemly frankne on the DEEPLY WO 
faults of the students; but we feel 

at the present atmosphere is not 
merely unpleasant. but dangerous in 
the extreme. 

''It truck us at times as being 
a pirit of evil so strong as to be 

Imo. t visible and tangible-a foe 
to all .hat is normal, sane and 
creative, like the evil pos essions 
recorded in the New T~stament. 

"It may well lead to the utter 
de truction of Fort Hare, and it is 
for this reason that we hop the 
Council will give full consideration 
to our somewhat drastic propo als 

v1 reform. 
'The fact that the pr ent 

generation of Fort Hare students 
tends to have a bad reputation out• 
side, even among the African 
people themselves, must make one 

ink very eriously indeed about 
the grave situation at the College!' 

COLLEGE CLOSING 
The commission was appointed 

after the College Senate had 
decided in May that 330 students 
of the College, of a total of 367, 
should be suspe'nded from the 
College for an indefinite period, 
and after the activities of the 
College had _been .~uspended, 

'P TERNALISM• 

" Old students, who occupy 
very distinguished place in non 
European society and do much t 
mould its opinion, are peculiar! 
sensitive to anything which make 
Fort Hare appear less in statu 
than a true univer ity hould. 
Recent events, hether justified or 
not, have deeply wounded this 
sensitivity." 

A an example of this, the report 
ays: " It i not enough to aY 

(what is perfectly true) that the 
host 1 at Fort Hare are sup rior 
to tho e in the missionary hi h 

boob;. African opinion wa ts to 
be assured that they will be 
brought up as rapidly as po sible 
to the status of Rhodes University 
residences." 

Another comparison which will 
have to be faced in the near 
future, says the report, concerns 
the accommodation and food to be 
provided for African student of 
the University College of Rhodesia 
and Nyasaland. 

The report continues: "We were 
shocked on arriving at the college 
to realise how bad the atmo phere 
really was. and though the stu­
dents' attitude to ourselves changed 
o markedly for the better a to 

give us hope for th uture, 
• ut • 

n r 
Coll~e au hqtlti 

not thei-e alonew which mu t be 
ame!'ld d if a h althy atmosphere 

The report says Fo -t Hare was is } 0 be ~t:ai!'ed. • 
open d • 1916 with an enrolment We "ei e mforn:i d that an. un-

., e in . ,. . I happy frame of mrnd has c 1sted 
of -0 st:idents and with a. kind1Y among the tudents for some con­
paternahS!i1. a concentration of siderable time. A ubversive le­
powers in ~he hand _of thf". prln- 1 ment has been present for year , 
cipal, and interpretation of d1~ but up to recentry it has been 
pli!le o!l hi.~h school rather thar manag abl . 
uh1vers1t • Imes. "A notic able feature of ludent 

:• Pa t of the present d1fflculti s continued on Page 2 Col. e 
arise from th fact that the Colle~~ ---~ ' . 
has outgrown the y tern o t ",~~-........ ~ = l , at wh1c 
admirably suited to those earlier ,

01 

. •ears, so un uited to the present 

1 day:• 
The reoort i::a g th closing of m 

the College in fay produced v rY Is 
strong reactions among former I e 
student'- and non·'Europea31 l aders i 
generall •. "We ondcr wh th r 
the symbolic v lue of Fort Hare to 
th~ African ;:1nd other ctions of 
th community has been ad 
quately appreciat d." 

lt says he partic'pation of no 
uropean in the 11 of the Un 

ver ti s of C pe Town, the Wit• 
r rand and atal. while m t 
b: e an better in principle 

buildmg u of • gre-

the safe and happy continuance of 
the College. Among these ; re 
changes of personnel and met>: e c 
and_ new ways of life more. >1; 0rce 
pa~1ble. with the status FJe t{J_.a 
university institution. .St<:>· ' 

The Commis ion rec ct/{~ends 
that the men's hostels should be 
transferred to the College and be I 
placed under College wardens, the 
churches appointing not wardens 
but ~h~plains_ who will be asked to 
admmister discipline. 

The Cammi sion says it is 
beyond question that the warden; 
have too much to do. "It would 
be a good thing for the churches 
themselves and their work if the 
d~tle:.; of the hostels could be 
d1v1ded o that then- material fea­
ture affectin mana..,.ement and 
di c1pline could foll to the lot of 

arden appointed by the Council 
rom among the la member of 
ts . teachm taff, and their 
p1ntual a,pect be the function 
f chaplains appointed by the 
hurches." 

CIP\.L 
One of the features of t e ad­
imstration of the college that 

t Ck' hem forcibly was th 
act inc1pa took • 
olo sal amount of the ork and 
he respon ibihty on his own 
boulders. 

"Thi could be attributed m a 
ea ur~ to the paternalism in­

erent m the traditions of th Col­
ge,. but al~o very largely to the 

e!1u1_ne de 1r~ on the pa1 t of the 
rmc1pal t be of th reatest pos­
.ble a istance to t e tudents. and 
f use to his coll ea "Ue .. 
"But the re ·ult of it is that he 
far too acce ible t th u n 
d is being ov rwhelmed b ' 
atters of detail ( ome of them 
ounting to the mer st trivial1-

esl that should never be allowed 
enga c his attention at all."' 

It was not :ight that 11 c principal 
ould b m the front line of 
tion. with no creen to ab orb 
e blo v that should and could 

e met and • ed of at othe 

 

 



Fort Hare Inquiry 
Commission 

Issues Report 
Students And College 
Authorities Criticised 

JOHANNESBURG. Thursday. 
The report of the Commission of 

Enquiry into conditions at Fort 
Hare (Native) University College, 
appointed after the college was 
temporarily closed on May 11, has 
been issued by order of the Gov­
erning Council of the College. 

The report of the commission, 
which was under the chairmanship 
of Professor J.P. Dummy, and had 
Professor C. Botha and Dr. E. H. 
Brookes as other members, makes 
a detailed survey of the conditions 
leading to the troubles at Fort 
Hare, and suggests many changes 
which might lead to better condi­
tions. 

In general, says the report, it 
aims at the elimination of the 
relics of the missionary high school 
of the past surviving at Fort Hare, 
nnd the college's transformation 
into a modern university institu­
tion. 

"Perhaps the most important 
single item in the report is the re­
commendation that the men's hos­

tran.sf erred to the 
"'" 1n .. ~ under the 

College wardens, the churches ap­
pointing not wardens but chap­
lains, who will be asked to admin­
ister discipline", says the commis­
sion. 

In addition to criticising the 
attitude of the students, the re­
port says that there were also 
faults on behalf of the College 
authorities. It refers to the politics 
at the College, to the lack of 
Christian spirit, to the good rela­
tions in the classrooms, and to the 
drinking and immorality among 
other matters. 

The Commission says all mem­
bers of the staff at Fort Hare were 
most co-operative in giving their 
views, and the items of detail 
which they thought might be of 
interest to the Commission. 

"The attitude of the students at 
the Assembly, at which we met 
them, did not give us reason to 
hope that we would receive any 
co-operation from them, but we 
were extremely gratified when, in 
the end, this initial atmosphere of 
suspicion was dispelled gradually I 
by a truly co-operative attitude." 

 

 



FRIDAY, SEPTE lBER 195! 

CAP TIMES 

FRIDAY, SEPTE 1BER 2, 1955 

Fort Hare 
A LTHOUGH there is some uncomfort­

..tl.. able reading in the report of the three­
man commission which investigated recen 
roubles in he Fort Hare ative College 

there is no need to take oo tragic a vie 
of the situation. The report itself is per­
meated with a robust faith that, with 
reorganization and goodwill, better rela­
tions will be established between taff and 
students and, with that, better s uden 
behaviour. The bad behaviour reported by 
the commi sion divides nat rally into two 
a!';pects: the political aspect, which i a 
direct e. pre s10n of the Bantu nationalist 
feelings of the students: and the moral 
aspect, which is no -pecifically Bantu. 

The political truculence that has led to 
non-co-operation with the staff and to 
intimidation of the more moderate elements 
among the students is a most deplorable 
thing, because the sort of behaviour 
which arises from it destroys that spirit of 
giv and take and ree exchange of 
opinion within the student body which is 
one of the most valuable parts of univer­
sity life. In an ordinary university there 
are always many i:;tudents with a fiery 
enthusiasm for a variety of causes; but 
there i also a rough-and-ready tolerance 
which allows even a crank to expre s him-
elf-althou..,h it can be drastic wi h bore· 

and nuisances. If the ·ntolerance of dis­
sident opinion in Fort I are goes on a I 
the students, including those who shou 
down dissidents, will be losing something 
of incalculable value. But, apart from the 
influence of ative politica; orrsanizations 
outside the college, it may well be that 
this intolerance is fostered partly by he 
rather grandmotherly disciplinary rules 
to , •hich the students have been subjected 
as well as by the lack of facilities for 
p • al r crea ion. If e d s 
remedied in the enlightened reorganiza­
tion scheme recommended by the commL-
ion it hould not be over-optimistic to 

e.·pect improvement in time. 
At the same time the country mu~t 

recognize that the nature of Fort Hare 
as an exclusively non-European and 
mainly Bantu ins Hution will inevitabl 
result in a higher degree of 1 ili ant 
political demons ration here than is u::;ual 
in other univcr ities. As the co mis::,ion 
ob erves, general dbcip inary actions by 
the college authoritie are taken by the 
students not as simple disciplinary actions 
but as e. ·pressions of baa skap. It is a 
natural development in a segregated insti­
tution, especially as long as the majori y 
of the staff are Europeans. It is, inciden­
tally, one piece of evidence discrediting 
the Tationalist argument that segregation 
na urally leads !o grea er contentment and 
better race relations. 

Th di clo ures of anti - Christian 
behaviour, • excessive drinking and 
immorality are serious; but here again 
they should not be taken too tragically. 
Few who have gone through any univer­
, ity have failed to observe .·amples of 
hese failings among some Whi e s uden !I. 

What matters is how the problem i to 
be met· and the reorganization, with the 
provision of better common-room and 
recreation faciliti s, should help to\ 1ards 
more innocent ways of letting off ado 

1 confidence 
before it left there had been a 
change for the better. The econd reaso 
for hope i that relations between sta 
and students in the classrooms have 

whole been good. This fact trong 
rts the commis ion's sugge tion th 

sent hostel and general disciplina 
re faulty rather than that t 

re wholly and inherently 
must, of cour , as in 

e troublesome indi •idu 
in all other colleges) 

fuse to b have. But 
ch that trouble-m 
insignificant mi 

 

 



AL 

-FO T HA E TUDE TS "DISRUPTED BY 
A TI-CHRISTIAN FEELING, POLITIC " 

ommission of Iuqufry Suggests Changes to 'Bring Bette,. Conditions 

ANY di -ruptivc inflnerwes among the tudent~ at Fort Hare Uni 1~r it; College \ere found h. the 
eommission of in'luiry appointed after the college wa closed temporarily on Ma 11 In the 

ommi -.ion's report, i ued hy the ~overning com1 ii of the college, the following are O"iven as ome 

f the main points behind th~ trouh]e among the students: 
A strong wave of anti-Christian feeling, ari. ing from leftist J>ropagamla; 
Political aml racial influence , often i1nported by student tdth political affiliation outside 

the ,:olleg:e; 
U11ei eness in the applicotion of discipline, J>"rticularly for liquor offences. 

' discipline at Fort Hare is ::,omc-, f 1 that the present- atmo pber Tlwre ,rn aLo o~ercro~ding in ho~tel bedroom ! 
a) the rt•port, and imult·quate furniture, and complaints 'hat unpred\ctable. sometimes ls not m~rely unpleasant, but 

ahout food in th•· tlining hall-not perhaps ju tifi cl. an element of leniency, or even dangerous m the extreme. 
The commission, of which I -------------- sof ness, comes in, .ti:ien unex- , T •bl E •t ,, 

Professor J p Durnin, was d t d . . 1 p ctedly the authont1e. clamp ang1 e Vl . . . . . . · a ccommo a e m smg c rooms, d t b d , • th •· t t • t•ha1rman, with Professor l 1. there was othe. distress· o- v·d- do,vn on the stu en • o J w1 I ~ ·uck 1~s at tune[) as be.mg 
C. Botha and Dr. L. II. ence of overcr~wdin ~~h ec~ _ almost too much • eventy. a spint o~ _evil so trong ~s to be 
Brookes a mcmhcrs, suggests b ·ct f . g, 

1 
b 

1 
P "We have also :form d th im- almost v1s1ble and tan ible - a 

many changes which m1ght oar space or persona e ong-, pression that too much u e 1 foe to all that is normal, san 
lead to l>etfrr condition . ings almoSt non-exiSterl:t. s_uch made of student tale-b arers, and and creative, like the evil po. -

defects should be remedied with- f l h • ho ld be d. • • d d • th N • T 
The s udents had stressed free- out delay. ee. that -:.t e~. s. u . 1~- se. s1ons 1ecor e m e e\\ cs-

om of speech 
111 

their evict nre. com aged, • peciall) 1f the; ar_e tament.. 
''Those "ho demand it ro,, "wm, regard to the bed· r~porting on fellow-students poh- "It may w 11 lead to the utter 

hemselyes must concede it to rooms, ii appeared to us to ,cal or other speeches. destruct,on of Fort Hare, and ,t 
,thers. a>;d this th 'v nre not v ,y be a little hard that students "1t may seem as ,r we hav l. for this re~son_ that we MP• 
, ady to do" · we,e in many cas,,s not pro• dealt at undue length and the counc,l w,11 g,ve full cons,d-

tu den! s 'ta kin" an unpopular ,·ided wm, ma tires. e .. " "i th un, eemlY frankne. s on the era tion to our so mew hat d, asbc 
lt nt student m;etlngs ended to Ttw commission saw, that it !s aults of the students; but proposals for reform." - SAPA. 

be shouted down or pers cuted beyond qu •stion that the ward ns 
atl rw, rd s "sell-outs." say. tll 
r port. rt ndd thal "sell-out" i. have too murh to do. 
the most clc>vas a.ting term in the ''It \\ oultl be a good thing for 
p1csent-d. voralmlary at Fort tl e chmches th,.,mselve and their 
H re. work 1f Lhe duti<'S of the host ls 

On 'T ther depre. ~ d ·tud nt' c uld be divided so that their 
tu ct to~d t.he commission that th mat er 1 a 1 features, nffectm~ 
chief rntercs\..s of the stud nts • 'ar politic , adultery and drink. , n anagcment, and d.isc1~lme, could 

The commi. sion member. sav fall to the lot_ of wa1dcns appo!mcd 
hat they fed there is a dL quiet- by th· ... council from a;mong the lay 

mg amount of immorality and nH•mbt rs _of its teaching s! aff, and 
drmking at Fort mu- . tht•n· spmtnal a.-pects ? the func-1 

t10n of ch:tp1ain appomt<:>d by the 

nreasonable Rules chmclw. :· 

"We do not think th1s i wiseh Foo<l Com.plaints 
alt with by what appear to us o b unrea onable and imprac ;c- Th re were many ~tuden_t com-

ble rules about contact between pla~nts about th~ food in the 
men and women. which hindei ctmmgroom - chiefly about the .,ini~r,..,..-=~,._,,- -----------
he well-behaved and are ea ilv monotony of th-" me_al and the 
•vad ct by the re"'-l criminal.. or s andard of the coolong. . During 

exp lling students mer<-'1y tor the :\'eek th· t the conu~iss1on wa. 

{'n Op~o 

avmg tasted liquor." a th coll ge, "lhe qualltr seem_ed 
Some of the colle e rules ar, • to b good, and the cookmg quite 
uenforceable, 'flYS the report. sa,~ ·!a<' ory. .• I 
The rule that student.<; may not . I: great_t>r ~a~iety is to be 

DP outside the colleg grounds p1oud• d •. ,~e ftaI that the fee 
fter 8 p.m. without their \\arden· for .the dmmg hall _'Yould_ haye to 

p rmi. ion cannot b. er). ore d ~e 1_ais;d. Them_ als 1~ our opmion I 
mle t.he col!Pge appoint proc- 1 p1 ent v ry good value for the 
qrs and then· "bulldogs,' or som"' m 11

<'Y.'' • • form of coll ge police The commission suggests that 

[ 

studeuts would be more readily 
'lhe rule that no_ · t~dcnt atisfied with the food if. under a 

may po ss alcoholic hquor t t ·t ff b • c.urnoi h euforc•t•<l c <·t•pt hy ys cm of ro~a 10n, _s a mem e!1-1 
continual searching of rooms. had J1:e~ls with sem?r students Hl 

1 
the dmmg hall, eatmg the same 

"As the only pen, 1 v r. food. 
Pach of this rule 1s s11sp\;;ns1on 

01 expulsion, the contra t between On of the feature of the 
h ate of the one pe1 cent. who administration of the colle~e 
r• found out find tlle 99 pn c nt that truck the commi ion 

qually gulltv who 1·e not mo t forcibly was the fact 
oun out is terrifying. . that the principal took "a 

'Tll very i:;trong w v of anti- coloc.:al amount of the work 
Chri. tmrt fi>cling which w ,v re and the re pon ibilily 011 his 
ad to enco mt Pr at the •ollcge is own shoulders." 

an vil ~,~1ich m~1st b r ?ogl11S(·c~
1

1 It wa no right tlrnt the prin-
1 d . a , inst _v. hi ch q l1 t ,·._ ~l ClP, l should be in the front line 

efl<>ctlvP re:-rn,:>d1es must b{' dm 1. d, r t· rith no screens to 
but it is prc:cmme~1~ly not a_ SU_~- ~bso~•t 

1
~~; ~lows that should and 

Ject for ofllc:al cogmsanc or dis- .could be met and disposed of at 
c1pl11rnr~• action. other levels. 

''There is convincing evidence •·we gained the impression th t j 
that leftist and r1l tionalist propa­
d, nda has br>en spread among the 
stud, ... nt,s, in man: case., \\P believe, 
bf"for their arrival at Fort Har<'. 

. . . • • ,. • : "" -. . . ~ 

' -= ~ ~ -• -~~ . 1 ,l:' ~,. ~ .: 

st, the comple 
e element of compulsio1 from 
ligious services. 
''In the second place w ur e 
mt as far as possible the asso­
ation between the t aching and 
·eaching of relii:,1011 nnd respon­
ilit~ for di. cipline among the 

ents should be broken. 
t Fort II::ue should aim nt 

f compelling unwillinP 
o attend rC'ligiou • ser­
put h art and courage 

ud nt , so 
mn and 
eir faitl 
·sts for 

"While onth 
ferment of politic')/£ Bl.J.RP. 
trife without, Fon ~y j 

not e cape difficult, o-- , n­
"A . ·t ./ within. 

umversi y, nJterJ· 
a cross-section of th all, must IJe 

hich the student e oclety from 
Tl • a1e drawn 

1e only remedy lies in getting t~ 
the hearts of the tudents, as very 
human per.ons full of pot ntiali-/ 
ti s for good as for evil. , 
. Probably the majority of the 
tudents were not aC'tive memb r 

~t any political organisation. 
'Thos~ :Vho do belong as member 

to political groups are divided in 
th,~lr allegiance. 

Some belong to the youth 
mo\'ement of the African National 
Congress, . ome to the Sons of 1 
Young· Afnca, the junior bra1,cl1 q of the All-African Conv ntion. 

Ol 
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FORT HARE I 
STUDENTS A 

THE Commission of Inquiry into conditions at Fort 
College waJS temporarily closed on May 11, as 

College. The report of the Commission, which w 
Prof. M. C. Botha and Dr. E. H. Brookes as the 
to troubles at Fort Hare, and suggests many ch 
( says the re.port) it aims at the elimination of t 
Fort Hare, and the College's transformation into 

"Perhaps the most important 
s ingle item in the report is t~e 
recommendation that the mens 
hostels should be transferred to 
the College and be placed under 
Coll ge wardens, the Churches 
aµpointing not wardens but chap­
lains who will be asked to 
administer discipline," says the 
Commi ion. 

ln addition to criticising the 
attitude of students, the report 
says there were also faults on 
be11alf of the College authorities. 
1t refers to politics at the College, 
to a Jack of Christian spirit, to 
n-ood relntions in classrooms, and 
to drinking and immorality, 
among other matters. 

Co-operative 
The ommiRsion says that all 

members of the staff at Fort Hare 
were most co-operative towards 
the Commission. 

"The attitude of the studentR at 
the as ·em!Jly at which we met 
them did not give us reason to 
hope that we would receive any 
co-operation from them, but we 
were e.·tremely gratified when in 
the end thi:c; initial atmosphere of 
:c;uspicion was dispf'lled gradually 
by a truly co-operative attitude." 

'T'h report says the closing of 
the Coll ge in l\Jay produced 
very .·t1·ong- reactions among 
former i-;tudents and non­
l•~urripean 1 aders generally. ·• \\'e 
wonder whether the ymbolic 
value of li'ort Hare to the 
Afri ·an and other :c;ections of 
the <;_ommunity . has been 
adequately appreciated." 
:r-11e report continues: "We were 

shocked on arriving at the College 
to realise how bad the atmosphere 
really was." But the students' 
attitude to ourselves changed so 
markedly for the better as to give 
us hop for the future. 

Subversive 
"There have been faults and 

errors on the part of the College 
authorities, but it is not these 
alone which must be amended if 
a healthy atmosphere is to be 
attained. 

" \\~e were informed that an 
unhappy frame of mind has 
c.·ii;ted among the students for 
some conic;'iderable time. A sub­
versive element has been pre'-lent 
for .veari, but up tQ recently it 
ha. been manageable. 
"A notic:e.tble feature of student 

life is . uspicion-suspicion of the 
Coll e authorities, suspicion of 
many (not n 11) Europeans, sus­
J>icion of one another. (The last­
nam d, a mo. t distr ssing feature, 
wr- 1ld i::eem to be partly due to 
urnvise en<'0\1ragement of tale­
bearing a::-; a m ans of control). 

Obsession 
"'T'he attiturle to,vards the 'White 

man, though harmful to the 
students themselves, is und1w­
~ta11,lahle in l::,outh African condi­
tions, and is nart of the obse slon 
w·th the :-,truggle for liberation 
and wilh JH)litics g nerally. 

".\Iisl1·1u:1t and disrespe(:t have 
been focused recently on the 
Prineip11.I and on the College 
authoritiei,, and it ii- rlifficult 
not to rome to the conclusion 
that Rome at least ~f the student 

body are opposed to all auth 
as authority. We believe h 
this is partly due to the co if 
sion of legitimate d sci li 
with baasskap. 
"This can be understood in e 

of political and racial contro 01 
sies outside the College, but ·t 
none the less harmful and dan et 
ous. It may be desirable 
rr1odernise the rules of the 
Iege. 

Intolerable 
"Booing, catcalls and other ho. 

tile and uncouth noiRes when l 
Principal ts speaking are qui 
intolerable in a univernity instit 
tion and indeed should not 
toler ted. Even wori::e, if possi 
are the disgusting anonymor 
letters and lampoons that 
posted up on notice-boards. 

"The easy recourse to bovco 
and o the r form s of dire<'t a c t· 
is also to be deprec~ted. 
"Mucl of this sort of thing m~ 

be explained though not excus1 
by the fai1ure at times of the C 
lege authorities to recogn 
lc,gitlmate requests or their slo _ 
ne:,,s in implementing those whl 
arc acceptable; and in recen 
weel{~ by errors or judgment s eh 
ai-; the cir ·ular asking stnden 
virtually to inform on one anoth­
-a circular which on etht 
grounds we cannot approve­
the student attitude is none t 
less inherently ba<l" 

Misconceptions 
The report says the Co ml l!I 

feels, the students at F t 
have some strang·e misconcept 
of university freedom, dema 
a licence far in excess of an ff ;;-ailing at European univei 

The exaggerated sens of 
importa~ce of the stu 
shown 1n corresponde ce 
tween the Students' Re e 
tive Council and the c 
Senate "is perhaps due t 
feeling that the College m 
looked upon as b Ing he 
guard ·of the political and 
:struggle.'' 
The conduct of student 

~g~~~ssroen. modernised, say 
The students stressed freed 

speech in their evidence. u 
the report, "those who d m 
for themselves must conced· 
others, and this they are 
ready to do." 

1 

Persecuted 
. Students taking an un 

hne / at student meetings t 
be sho1Jted down or ~ r 
afterwards as "sell-outs,' s 
report. It adds that "sell­
the most devastating term 
~-!:!~t-day vocabulary at 

"There is much intolera 
among students and unfort n 
a considerable lack of m 
courag;e on the part of 
studf'nti-; generallv." 

One "rather d -pressed st 1a 
told the Commii::::-ion that " 
chief inter':li-;ts of the stude 
are polities, adultery and drln 
The Commission memb rs 

port that they feel there i. a 
quieting amount of Immorality, 
drinking at J:t"'ort Hare. 

UIRY. FAULTS 
AUTHORITIES 

JOHANNESBURG, Thursday.-(Sapa). 
(Native) University College, appointed after the 
issued by order of the Governing Council of the 
the chairmanship of Prof. J. P. Duminy and had 
mbers, makes a detailed survey of conditions leading 
• ch might lead to better conditions. In general 

of the missionary high school p~st surviving at 
university institution. 

:V'3 do not think this is wisely 
t with by what appear to us 

un1'easonable and imprac­
'.bJ e rules about contact he­

men and women which 
r the well-b':lhaved and are 

y evaded by the real crim­
, or by expelling students 
ly for having· tasted lil1uor. 

·• The very trong wave of 
ti -Christian feeling ,; ·hic h we 
re sad to encounte r at the 
llege , is an evil which must be 

gni se <l and a gain t whic h 
t a n,l e ffec tive remedies 
t be devised." 
report Hays the Commission 

ad to feel how gr~at a con­
alion there was among­
nts on g-rlevanceH and how 

ere expressions of gratitude 
>prcciation. 

r is a real need for en­
ging student self-help and 

ent initiative. Too often 
n ts fail to take responsi­

r,.,,,,.111, .... , ;r , wh i le complaining that 
are not trui-- ted to manag·e 
own a.ffairs," 

n the educational Hide, says 
revorl, the pkture is 

01'lter. Heln lions in the cla ss-
1 al'e, a ,cording to hoth 1:1taff 
fltud .nt evidence, happy and 

Udly, and in general the 
nt. work well. 

Present atmosphel'e 1s not 
unpleasant

1 
but dangerous 

e ·treme. t struck us at 
s being a spirit of evil so 

las to be almost visible and 
-a e to all hat is nor­
ne and creative, like the 

e:f:~~~:_ recorded in the 

Reform 
ctt~K ~?~ leaHd to tbe utter 

thi 0 rt are and it is 
.1 r_easo_n that we· hope the 
1 

8~ 111 give 1:ull consideration 
or~ewhat drastic proposals 

e fact that the present gen­
e of Fgrt Hare students tends 
ma ad reputation outside 
v ong the African people 

8 1~~•usml us~ make one think 
• Y indeed about the 

situation at the College." 
report comments on a 

tresamg lack oj contact " be­
~ students and staff outside 

asHroom. 1 
fommissioi\ s~ys it f els that 
iy· t~~ regulations concerning 
h 181ting hours are harsh and 
t e rhefusal of a student re­

s O old a mass meeting to 
n °ne particular regulation 

error of judgment. 

Politically divided 
ussing political and racial 

at the College, the Com­
says probably the major­

e:he students are not active 
s of any Political organisa-

e who do belong as 
rl:! to political groups are 

in their allegiance. Some 
t_o the youth movement of 
rican National Congress 
to t_he S.O.Y A. (Sons of 
Africa), the junior branch 
11_-African Convention. 
~!srefii~n utip~;lig~~dth~~f 
f}-t anct has ex • 

are students who come to 
Hare already inculcated with i 
and techniques which they h 
leamed outside and which they 
t hPy muHt apply at the College. 
'l'hey are in touch with the leaders 
of their organisations outside the 
(t:harnpus and are influenced by 

en,_,, 

...... '.I'hese leaders, said the report, 
•• 11ght be using 1',ort Hare "as 
tf<l sp arhead of a national poli• 
,,ca.1 st.-uggle." 

e1~f polit.lcal agitation cannot be 
th, nated from Fort Hare, can 
hav,?ollege "Ontinue to e.·ist? \Ve 
li llot evaded this issue. Fort 

annot 
empt 

ainly 
appy 

continuance and among these are 
changes of personnel and methods. 
New ways of life more compatible 
with the status of a university 
institution are called for on th'e 
side of the authorities. 

"With these must be associ­
ate? . not an:y inquisition into the 
poht1cal behefs of the students 1v 
but prompt and effective action, 

1
e 

to dea_I with all disrespect, he- . 
suborctmat1on, and attacks on u _ h1 
leg1t1mate authorities of t 
College. In certain circumstances 
gross or repeated intimidation 
should be dealt with as an 
offence. 
"But the deepest remedy must 

be sought In the developm nt of 
aeademic life, cultural instincts 
sport, per ·onal friendships and ad 
else that goes to make up the 
f:3-bric of ~ true univer ity, in the 
life of which politics (of whatever 
brand) should be healthy cells in 
the body academic." 

Rejection 

should ~tm_ 
compe\JJilS 
to attend 

is to put 
Into the 
that tneY 

OlYL,J,>_U '--.Ut> 

a ith as t o 
~l~~r.,rn:ri ists tor 

c ief on ve . . . if 
1 1 anity are 

alive and valiant. 
The theological students will 

not feel HO much a class alone as 
th y do today ... The pressure of 
<·ontempt, ridicule and ostracism 
freq11cntly hroug;ht to bear on 
these students is a sev re te. r' 
their faith, and it iR not right that 
othPr Chri!'ltl:1ns should fail to 
t-tl nd bv tl m." 

'!'he r~•port emphasl ·es that it l 
not in the class-rooms or labora­
tori . but in the hostels, the 
dining· hall and the admini tratlon 
of di cipline that th hief dtf'fl-
culties of the Coil are to b 
found. 

'T'he spirit In the hostels, 
generally "not happy,'' ls attri 
huted by the ommis. ion to 
three main factor : personali-

(Continued on next page) 

 

 



·FORT HARE 
~ (Continued from preceding page) 

ties, accommodation and the 
i<ystem itself under which the 
h9s~els are administered. 
"hile many student• 

ai•commodated in singles ro'";;~tse 
ther~ waR other distressing evi~ 
ge~ce of overcrowding, with cup­
. 0 ~~d spaee for persoqal belong­
ings almost non-existent Such 
defects should be remedied with­
out dela~·. 

. I_mmediate attention should be 
gn en to the provision of reason 
~bly pre1<entable furniture in t11; 
.. edroom:-t and <'ommon room 

The me.n's common room Rtruct 
us as being singularly bleak and 
una t tract iYe." 

Little hard 
The report continues. "With 

regard to the bedrooms, it "appeared 
sfua'!~t to be ~ little hard that 

. s were m many cases not 
f~ovided '_Vith mattresses. Perhaps 

e provision of matreaaes could be 
~rranged. on t,he ba.si& of a yearl 
b~e lol hire so that their cost cou1a 

.~ rayed over a period of years. 
. The importance of the hostels 
18 80 ~eat that we feel the needs 
hust e fairly faced; and if the 
cc ullrches cannot meet them the 

0 f'ge must." ' 
Even though it see t 

~~re~\Wn~el} thatdthe s~~ent~ a~: 
,., 0 un ertake responsi-

bili~ies, it might well be w 
while to provide them wit 
ch_ance to maintain simple 
phnes in the hostels as a tra 
8"rou~d for: greater responsibi 
in wider fields, says the re 

Treatment 
If the students were sup 

wi th copies of the rules at 
d_ences of ot~er university in 
tion8 they might realise that 
:r-ere not being treated differ 
rom students elsewhere. 

Ther~ were many stud 
complamts.i says the Commis 
abo~t the mod in the dining­
-chiefly about the monoton 
the mea_ls and the standar 
the co~k1_ng During the week 
fommiss10!1 was at the Col 

the quality seemed to be f~t. ,!he cooking quite sa:tis 

If more meat days are t 
allo1ed, together with a reg 
supp Y of fruit and a re 
variety of vegetables .. thg 
~entR will simply hav~ to fe 
increase In -fees " ac 

The improvem~nts suggested • 
dep•. desirable not only bee 

e !Ctenctes (major or minor) 
1inm~ hall_s are notorious grou 
fr dcomr;>lamt, but &lso because 

s u ents health - both tern 
mental and physical-will b P 
proved thereby." e 

The Commission suggests t 
students would be more rea 

ORT DETAILS J 
1 tisfied with the food if under 

system of rotation, staff mem­
rs had meals with senior stu­
nts in the dining hall, eating 

same food. 
adequate common room with 

er facilities, should be • built 
e campus to replace the pre­
inadequate meetin8" place. It 
to have a cafeteria and the 
s in which it remained open 
d be " generous." 
e feel that a sanatorium of 

12 beds i~ an urgent necessity. 

ne of the features of the 
nistration of the College that 
k us mo!-tt forcibly is the fact 
the Principal takes a colosi,al 
nt 0f the work and responsi­

on his own shoulders . . . 
far too accessible to the 

nts." 

Suggestions 
e Commi!'!Rion savs: ' '0 u r 

tions. include new appoint­
rangmg from those of per­

nt deans to those of capable 
al maintenance staff." 
he Commission says the prac­

of making small personal 
to students appears to be 

erous in principle, however 
ulne and g-enero11s the motive. 

regulations concerning the 
ent of fees should be applied 

more strictly. 
Commlsision savs it was lm­

ressed by the qualifications and 
tiffldeney of the adminh;trative 
staff at Fort Hare. The College is 
better served in this respect than 
any educational institution of com­
parable size that we know." 

1 ~he. report suggests that the 
Prmcipal, to ease the burden on 

I 
hjmself~ should delegate certain of 
his tasKs and powers. 

Unduly occupied 
Referring to discipline the report 

says: "Th~ Principal Is unduly 
occupied with all kinds of diciplin­
ary case• and that the time of the 
Se11;ate is too much occupied in ~;t~~{t. as a court of appeal or 

"Discipline at Fort Hare is 
somewhat unpredictable, some­
times an element of leniency or 
even softness comes in then un­
pectedly the authorities clamp 
down with almost too much 
severity. 
" Too much use is made of 

student tale-bearers. They should 
be discouraged, especially if they 
are reporting on fellow-students' 
political or other speel'hes." 

Hare will have to go a long way 
to find a principal of greater ip­
tegrity or deeper care for the 
students than Prof. Dent. He has 
never spared hii:nself and those 
who know him well cherish for 
him, as we ourselves do, sentiments 
of deep affection and admiration. 

New era 
" Any new principal will, if the 

Council approves the main tenor I 
of this report, begin a new era in 

8 

the life of Fort Hare. He will not fl 
be accessible to the students as ' 
Prof. Dent has been and will dele- i 
~ate I?ost of the qay-by-day admin-
1strat1ve and routme duties; for the ( 
College can no longer be conducted 
successfully on the paternal basis 
so -natural in its earlier years." 

It deprecates the "highly un­
desirable and dangerous" prac-
~i[8u~! ::Nng loans to mem hers 

On the purely educational aspects li' 
of the College's life, says the Com­
mission, the policy at Fort Hare I 
should be to seize every oppor­
tunity of fostering cultural life at 
the expense of concentration on C1 

examinations. 

Friendships 
"It is important that Fo:t Hare 

should be lined up in every pos- il 
sible way with other university tr 
ln~titUti(?nS and that as many 
friendships as possible should be g 
formed with leaders of thought ·sc 
outside the College," ~ays . the .is 
reP.ort. • 

'In particular we would plead !II 
that Fort Hare do everything m its 
power to encourage co-ooeration 
with Rhode:-t tTniversfty." ,O 

'.l"he_ Commission says the In- .d 
st1tutlon of a law chair ts long 
overdue and the time is ripe for 
the introduction of commerce. 
The Commission suggests that 

the best way of giving music-an 
African gift-its proper place In the a~ 
College would be to establish a t 
chair of music and to teach music 
as a major subject for the B.A. ). 
degree. 

Physical education 
The Commission also suggests 

the ~reation of. a department of 
physical ~duc~tlon, a g-ymnasium 
and a swimmmg bath 

"We are convmced that the re­
lease from mental tensions that 
hea_lt!iY J?hysical interests and 
act1v1ty WIil bring about will play 
a large pa:t m re.storing a calm 
and congenial atmosphere, besides. 
of course, contributing gl'.eatly to 
the bodily improvement and welfare 
of the students." 

Overl:i~ul syste~ 7"" this is wisely IF ood Compla1 
The Commission advises m detail t appear to u, • 

an overhaul of the disciplinary . • ~ l There were many 
sys_tem ~t Fort Hare and lists steps auct impractic-1.1plaints about the 
which, 1t says, would grea y re- on tact between I . • · 
duce the number of disciplinary which hinder dmmgroom - ch1efl 
cas<>s. and are easilv monotony of the m 1 

Th~ report says the Commission 1 . • 1 • 
1
standard of the coo~ 

was informed in confidence of L crimma s, or 
the Intention of the Fort Hare mts merely for the week that the coi 
Principal to resign because of ill- or" lat the college, "the Q 
health. • to be good and the 
" The Commission wishes to place )llege rules a.re . ' 

on record its conviction that Fort s the report. sa~isfactory. .• 
udents may not, If_ greater vane~ 

-- ---=- _,_._ ....... _ ,,,.,.11 ,.;,,. O'l'nlln !prov1ded,, we fear t 

 

 



Fort Hare Inquiry report 
published 

The repo 
Ha.re Nati e) 
temporarlyy clo11 
10-verning council of the 

The report of the comm is ion, 4 

which was under the chairmanship of 
Professor J. P. Dominy and had 
Professor M. C. Botha an<l Dr. E. H. 
Brookes as other mem be1.:s, made a 
detailed survey of conditions leading 
up to the troubles nt Port Hare and 
uggests many changes whic-h might 

lead to better con<litions. 

In general (says the report) it 
aims at the elimination of relics of 
the Mis-sionary High School past, 
surviving at I◄ ort Hare and the 
coEege's transformation into a 
mcdern university in titution. 

"Perhaps the most important single 
item in the report is a recommenda­
tion that the men's ho tel should be 
tran~ferred fo the colle e and b 
placed under college wardens, th 
churches appointing not wn ·dens but 
chaplains who will be asked to I 
administer discipline," says the com­
mission. 

STUDENTS' ATTITUDE 

In addition to criticising the atti­
tude of students, the repo t ay 
there were also faults on behalf 
the college authoritie I 

I politics at the college, to t 
Christian nirit, to good 1• 

1 
the classro~m ·, and to 
immorality amon 

The commi•'s· 
of the staff at 
co-operat:, • e i 
aP-' items of 

I 
thoug?t. might be of 
comm1ss1on. 

"The attitude of s' 
assembly at which we 
not give us rea on 
would 1 cei-v anv 
them but we wer; , 
when, in the end, t 
phere of suspicio1 

graduaJiy bv a tr 
nttitud ."-Sapa. 

OHANNESBURG, Friday. 
y into condi 0 ona at Fort 
d aft r the colleae was 

n iuued by order of the 

 

 



• DIE BUR(iER 

._ 2 SEP 1955 
• 

Sl(ol(l{ende Toestande 
aan Fort Hare 

'N QPSIEi ·BARE yerslag oor misstande aan die Unlversiteits­
kollege Fort Hare (vir naturelle) is bekend gemaak. Dit 

openbaar sedelike, politiel·e en anti-godsdienstige uitspattighede 
van die allerernstigste aard. 

Die verslag is opgestel deur 'n kommissie wat op versoek 
van die Beheerraad van die universiteitskollege ondersoek 
ingestel bet, nadat die kollege vroeer vanjaar gesluit was omdat 
die toestand hand-nit geruk het. ('n Opsomming van die ,·er­

bl. 3. 
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VRl'VAG, 2 SEPTE~IBER 195S 

Die Skandaal van Fort Hare 
IN byna onnatuurlik rustige 

taal het die kommissie 
van ondersoek na die sake 
van die Universiteitskollege 
Fort Hare 'n alleronsaligste 
gemors blootgern. 

Dit bevestig die indruk ten 
tyde van die noodsluiting van 
die 1nrigt1ng dat die moeilik­
hede aldaar bale diep sit en 
·n saak van dringende open­
bare belang geword bet. Die 
toestande soos dit deur die 
kommlssie beskrywe word, is 
trouens s6 bedenklik dat sy 
ontleding van die oorsake 
sowcl as sy aanbevelinge vir 
'n verbetering vir ons, om dit 
sa te stel, heeltemal ontoe­
reikend lyk. 

Miskicn bring die vollcdige 
verslag grotcr insig as die 
uittreksels, maar na die lees 

r 
skap en invloed, en onder 
behecr van vooraanstaande 
burgers en geleerdes. 1n so 
'n vcrrotte en bose toestand 
kon verval? En utt hlerdie 
vraag grocl vansclf ongeloof 
dat die mlddcls wat aanbeveel 
word-'n vcrandering hier en 
'n reorganisasie daar, met 'n 
klompie nuwlghede-die moe­
ras sal opruim. 

Die kommissie maak daar 
geen gehelm van dat Fort 
Hare feltlik tot sterwens toe 
siek is nie. Waar moet die 
owerheld van die inrigtlng, 
onder wie die siekte so ramp­
spoedig ontwikkel het, die 
besieling en die visie en die 
energie vandaan haal om 
skielik 'n nuwe bedeling te 
begin? En sander so 'n nuwe 
bedeling is Fort Hare klaar-

blyklik gedo"m om van krlsls 
tot krisis te beweeg en .intus­
sen produkte Suld-Afrlka in 
te stuur wat 'n geestelike 
besmetting van die ergste 
aard uitdra. 

Dit maak van die vraagstuk 
van Fort Hare 'n nasionalr.i 
saak. Die inrlgting is 'n 
kweekplek van na turell 1 1 rs 
op allerl i gebiede. Wa hulle 
vandag dink en se f'n doen, 
sal binne korte tyd die gedrag 
van honderdduisende van hul 
rasgenote bepaal. Kan Suid­
Afrika dit bekostig dat die 
Fort Hare wat die ondersoek­
kommissie beskrywc, s6 'n rol 
in die lewe van die land 
specl? 

Ons is bevrecs dat blo dmin 
openbare steun te kry sal 
wees vir die verdere ontwik-

an 
rd. 

dat veel 
deurtastender ingegaan s:il 
word op die verantwoordellk­
heid vir die huldige toestand, 
ook en veral vlr di soort 
,.1deologie" wat die koers (of 
die koersloosheid) van Fort 
Hare bepaal. 

Dat die gemoed van die ge­
leerde en lerence natur I ln 
'n geweldige glsth verkeer, 
is 'n gemeenplaas. Dat ver­
antwoordelike blankcs daar-

1 die gisting met slmpatlc mort i 
probeer vorm en lei, spreek ; 
vanself. Dat daar op Fort , 
Hare in die verband 'n 
afgrondelike mislukki g was. 
skreeu uit die kommissie se 
verslag. Dit is noodsaaklik 
vir die toekoms dat dit tot 
op die bodem ondersoek 
word. 
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FORT HARE 
DIT JS 'N LELIKE prentjie wat ontvou word in die ver-

1

, 

slag oor die wanordelikhede by Fort Hare. Die kom­
mi sie (1 rof. J. P. Duminy, prof. M. C. Botha en dr. E. H. 

1 

Brookes) draai geen doekies om nie en sy bevinding dat I 
die huidige atmosfeer daar oppergevaarlik is as gevolg 
van 'n byna hoorbare en sigbare gees van boosheid verdien 
die ernstigste aandag. Tegelyk behoort dit diegene wat die 
nature! met onheldere fra es en vae algemeenhede wil 
voorlig, aan die dink te sit. 

Aan kou·nos es ~;t~;:~~s~~~e~~ gel~~tt::r~ ~~ 
veroor elenswaardig vind glo ons tog dat die wortels van 
die verontrustencle optrede en die ontstellende misopvat­
tings ver buitekant die koll geterrein le. Wat di kommissie 
daar a" getref het, is 'n duidelike afspieeling van wat in 
sekere le:erskringe ond-er die naturelle g vind word. Ons 
doel hier op die noodlottige ge teshouding dat di politiek 
die alfa en ?mega van die Bantoe se vooruitgang mu t 
wees e dat ont\vikkeling deur eie g- stes- en fisiese 
in par ning van ondergeskikte belang is. Vandaar die opper­
vla • kige b grip ond r die betrokke studente dat die hoof­
saak va opleiding die verkryging van 'n graad is en die 
mater·ele voordele wat dit lean mceb1ing. Hi rnaasaan \ 
staan di gee om regte op te eis en met onhebbelikhede te 
probeer af<lwing sander om die pligte en verantwoordelik­
hede daaraan verbonde. te wil aanvaar. 

Hierdie wanopvattings moet herlei word tot 'n onder­
wysst ~S 1 wat nie rekening gehou het met die kulturele 
aanleg n beskawingspeil van die nature! nie, en wat van 
horn 'n • ·egrimmige mens maak, vatbaar vir volksvreemde 
invloe e. Hoewel die kommissie enkele oordeelsfoute by 
die kol geowerheid gevind het, het di prinsipaal met sy 

1 

dos.ere de en administratiewe personeel hulle halfdood 
g~wefk o die bes te maak van die oorgeerf de stelsel en s 
om die .. /udente van die groots moontlike hulp te wees. Die 
belonirg 1vat hulle gekry het, was buitensporiger eise ~n 
ongeloo =~ke astrantheid en onbeleefdheid - 'n gedragslyn 
wat ly. eg staan teenoor die naturel se houding in sy 
natuurlike staat wat betref wet en orde en die gesag van 
die wiL ~an 001: die algemeen. Die bittere vrug wat van c 

Fort Eare gepluk is, leer derhalwe dat dit ydel is om te 
dink dat die W esterse stelsel en standaarde netso op onrype 
mense oo. geplant kan word. Verder is dit 'n aanskouings­
les dat geleerdheid en beskaaf dheid nog lank nie sinoniem 
is nie. .e 

Sll
. • • • Dit bring ons by diegene wat so f 

1esaa1ery te kere gaan oor eie soortige 
ontwikkelin elke stukkie ·ng wat vir die nature! 
se vooru tgang bereken is, as 'n onderdrukkingsmaatreel v 

af~kilder. Die kommissie bet bevind dat ,,agterdog 'n merk- ct 
bare ve_ s 7nsel van die studentelewe is -:- a~erdog te~n- ~ 
oor die ko legeowerheid ! a.gterdog teen ba1e (me alma~ n~e) 
blankes ... ln die jongste tyd is wantroue ~n oneerb1ed1g­
heid saa '11 etrek op die prinsipaal. en op die. kollegeowe~·­
heid en a·t is moeilik om nie tot die konklus1e te kom me 
dat m= ,.., ens 'n deel van die studentemans teen alle gesag 
as g·e..,ag gekant is." 

Ge 
kolomme 
vertolkin 
te saai, ~ 
die fl-:' 

be­
die 
ige 
ing 

nrlPr. 
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FORT HARE: ,ATMO 
• GEV AARLIK' ;!tfb1~1 

daar stud 
• Hare kom 

- ·nevind Kotntnissie i!!~i~~~ :' 
Daar is 'n verontrustende mate van immoraliteit, en drin­

kery by Fort Hare, terwyl die golf van 'n anti-Christclike ge­
voel 'n euwel by Fort Hare is wat erken moet word, verklaar 
die Kommissie wat aangescel is om ondersoek in te stel na die 
t0escande by Fort Hare, nadat hierdie inrigting op 11 Mei 
gesluit is. borde opgeplak word. 

,.Ons voel dat die huidige at­
mosf eer nie slegs onaangenaam 
is nie, maar uiter gevaarlik en 

• die bose gevoel was soms selfs 
sigbaar en voelbaar,'' aldus die 

r 
verslag. Hierdie gees is 'n ., vy­
and van alles wat normaal en 
skeppend is, en dit kan tot die 
algehele vernietigln~ van Fort 
Hare lei.'' 

Hierdie 'kommissie het bestaan 
onder voorsitterskap van pro·L 
,J. P. Duminy met prof. M. C. 
Botha en dr. E. H. Brookes en 
ander 'as lede 

Een van die belangrik ·te aan­
bevelings is dat die hostels vir 
mans na die kollege oorgeplaas 
moet word en dat die kerk,e· ka­
pelane meet aanstel om dissipJine 
te handhaaf. Luidens die vcrslag 
was daar ook foute aan die kant 
van die kollege-owerheid wat 
reggemaak moet word. 

,.Ons wonder of die simboliese 
waarde van Fort Hare vir die 
naturel en ander sek.sies van 
die gemeenskap voldoende besef 
is,'' aldus die verslag, Die deel­
name van nie-blankes aan uni­
versiteite soos die van Kaapstad, 
Johannesburg en Np.ta!, hoe 

I waardevol ook al, het nie die­
selfde simboliese betekenis nie. 

Ondergrondse . 
\ 

Aan Fort Hare het danr 'n 
ondergrond:-;e element jarelcrnk 

i geheers maar tot onlang~ toe was 
• hierdie element nog beheerbanr. l tui die verslag 

Agterdog. is 'n ken bare eien-

1 

skap van studentelewe - a~ter­
dog tecnoor di~ kollege-owerheid. 
teen sommige blankes en teenoor 

. mekaar. Die houding teenoor die 
• blanke. hoeWel skadelik vir die 
'I ::;tudente self, is vei-s.taanbaar in 
Suid-Afrikaanse toestande en rlit 
vorm dee] van Jie obse~sie in 

: die stryd om vryheid en in die 
algemene politieke stryd aldus 
die verslag. 

Wantroue en disrespek is on­
lan~s teenoor die hoof en die 
kolle!l:e-owerheid gcoPenbaar en 
dis moeilik om nie tot die siot­
som te geraak nie dat sommige 
van die studente teen alle gesag 
gekant is . 

.,Ons l?lo dit is gedeeltelik te 
wyte aan die verwarring van 
wetlike dissipline met baasskap 
.en met die .oog op politieke en 
rassegeskille buitekant die kol­
le~e. is dit ver~taanbaar. hoewe1 
ddt -'hi~temin nie skadeUk en ,ge-
vaaTlik is. • 

Die verslag maak dan melding 
van die min ontsag wat tcenoor 
die hoof geopenbaar word wan­
neer hy aan die woord is. en 
van naamlose briewe wat op die 

Die studente aan Fort Hare 
bet 'n vreemde konsep.sie van 
universiteitsvrybeid en hulle eis 
'n vryheid wat groter as die aan 
enige ander blanke univer.,,iteit is. 
Die oordrewe opvatting van eie­
belangrikheict van die studente 
openbaar in briewe tussen stu­
dente en die V.S.R. en die senaat 
. .is mblden te wyte daaraan dat 
die kollege as die voorhoede van 
die politieke en rassestryd be­
skou moet word", lui die ver­
slag. 

,,Daar heers baie onverdraag­
saamheict onder die studentc en 
'n aansi<;mlikc mate van gebrek 
aan morele moed aan die kant 
van die student! as geheel." In 
die verslag word dit betrcur dat 
daar so baie van griewc gemaak 
en so min dankbaarhcid betoon 
word. 

Dit sal moeilik wees, aldus 
die verslag, om politieke bc­
spreking:s en besprckings oor 
rasscbetrekkin[l~ aan '11 univcr­
siteit uit tc skakcl. ,.Die Fort 
Hare-slu<lente word noo<lwendig 
deur poJiticke ontwikkelings en 
rassespannings in die Unie ge­
raak en deur die gevolge van 
die verskillende benaderings 
,teenoor politieke en rassevraag­
stukke net buitekant ons grense, 
en nie die minstc nie deur die 
veranderinge wat verder plaas­
gevind het. soos bv. i.n Nigerie 
en Indie." 

Waarsky111ik is die meerder­
heid van die .studente nie lecie 
van enige politieke organisasie 
nie. terwyl die politiekl>ewuste 

toepas. H 
met die le 
sasies en 
vloed, en di 
of dit nie 
die leiers 
sies en ve 
die kollege 
en informe 
voer· nie. 

Nietemin 
reers nodig 
voortbestaa 
ker en daa 
rings in pe 
Die Kommis 
dagte dat Fo 
word en dat 
der inrigting 
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Extract from 
Daily Telegraph, London. 

"SPIRIT OF EVIL" 
L. COLLEGE 

S. FRIC N REPORT 
From Our Own Corre pondent 

CAPE TOWN. Thursday. 
Revelations of "a spirit o'f evn so 

strong as to be almost visible and 
tangible'' among students of Fort 
Hare University Coll ge, near 
Orahamstown, are made in a report 
1ss11ed to-day.• Fort Hare is the only 
non-white institution ot· university 
stalu in South Africa. 

A comm 1 .. 10n or inquiry was ap­
pointed to . tudy cond1t1o'ns at the 
college art r Fort Hare was tem­
porarily clo.sed on May 11. 

The commi. sion savs the college 
is being u ed as th spearhead 
of a national political struggle. 
"Students who come to Fort Hare 
are already inculcated with ide 
and techniques learned outside and 
which they feel they must apply at 
the coll ge." . 

The report recommends drast1c 
mra ·urf's. Tht>s would Include 
changes in college personnel and 
methods 
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REPOR't"ON FOR 
HARE: DRASTIC 

CHANGES URGE 
Commission Speak 

Of Evil Spirjt 
.JOHA1 ' . 'ESBURG, Friday. 

DR1\_:::i!'IC MEASURES which might lead to helter co 
. . d,~wn~ are ::-ugge~teJ in the report of the commis~i 

o,f rnqun-y into conditions at Fort Hare (. alive) CJniver i 
Collt-g , appoiIJLed alter the college was temporarily cloi:ie 
on May 11. 

ln general, says the report, the aim, is the 
elimination of the relics of the niissionary high 
school past surviving at Fort Ilare, and the college~s 
trrmsformation into a modern university institution. 
Th ·ommi ion, unde1· the chairmanship of Prof. J. 

Duminy with Prof. M. C. Bolha an<l Dr. E. H. llrookes a 
memberi:i, nitici--~tl both the·--------
Ludent.· and the colle,re Students Representative Counc 

l e and the College Senate "is pe 
aut 101-ities. haps due to the feeling that th 
. '•J>erhaps the most important college must be looked upon a 

single item in the report 1s the being the vanguard of the polit 
recommendation that the men's ital and racial struggle." 
hostels should be transferred to 
the college and be placed under 
warder.s, the churches appointing 
1,ot ward1..:ns but chaplains wno 
will be asked to administer 
discipline," says toe commission. 

"l'ad of the pre;:;ent difficulties 
ari e from the fact that the 
college has outgrown the system 
so admirably suited to earlier 
years, so unsuited to the present 
d.:1y 

··We were shocked on arriving 
at the college to realise how baa 
the atmosphere really was; and 
though the students attitude to 
ourselves changed so markedly 
for the better as to give us nope 
for the future we should not be 
doing our duty if we did not set 
dowr: simply and clearly our 
impression of the faults on the 
side of the students. ln our 
opmion there have been fauHs 
and error:. on the part of the 
college authorities, but 1t 1s .not 
these alone which must oe 
amended if a healthy atmosphere 
is t > be • attained.. 

SUSPH'IOX 
"~\ noticeable feature of student 

life is susp1c1on-susp1c10n ot tne 
college >:1uthont1es, susp1c10n ot 
mat y <not all) .1£uropeans, sus­
picion of one another < the last­
named. a most distressing feature, 
would seem to be partly due to 
unwise encouragement ot taie­
bearing as a means of con troi). 

"The attitude towards tne 
White man, though harmful to 
the ~tudents them::;elves, 1s 
understandable in ::3outh African 
conditiot:s, and is part of tne 
obsession with the struggle for 
liberation and with politics 
generally." 

Mistrust and disrespect haa 
Deen tocused recen Uy on the 
principal and the college 
authorities, and 1t was difficult 
not to conclude that some :it 
least of the student boys were 
opposed to all authority as 
authority. \Ve believe this 1s 
partly due to the con~usion ot 
Legitimate discipline with baas­
skc1Q. 

BOOL ·a, CATC.\LLS 
Booing. catcalls and other hos­

tile and uncouth noises when tlle 
principal was speakmg were 

•~1,.. ;"' ::i un1vers1ty 

8.H.C. COSSTI'.rUTIO~ 
T-he commission suggests tha 

the constitution of the S.R.C. a 
J4'ort .Hare should be made t 
conform as closely as possibl 
with the constitutions of simila 
bodies in other university insti 
tutions in the Union. 

The students stressed freedo 
of speech in their evidence. Bu 
a legitimate claim to freedom of 
speech must be recognised only 
subject to certain conditions. 

Those who demanded it for 
themselves must concede it to 
others. which they were not very 
ready to do. 

'l'hose who claim freedom of 
speech ~hould learn not to obtrude 
political and racial speeches into 
every kind of discussion, and to 
take advice and exercise due dis­
cretion in speech and writing 
when the expre·ssion of th~tr 
thoughts may bring the college 
into disrepute. 

DBJORALITY • 
The comm:ssion members re­

port that they feel there is a dis­
quieting amount of immorality 
and drinking at Fort Hare. 

"We do not think this is wisely 
dealt with by what appear to be 
unreasonable and impracticable 
rules about contact between men 
and women which binder the well­
behaved and are easily evaded by 
the real criminals. or by expelling 
students merely for having tasted 
liquor; but on the other hand we 
do not feel that the existence of 
the~e great scourges should be a 
matter for equanimity." 

On the educational side. the 
picture was br!ghter Re!ations 
in the classroom were according 
tn both staff and students. hapn:v 1 

and friendly an<i in general the 
students work well. 

EVIL SPmlT 
"We feel that the present at­

mosphere is not merely un­
pleasant, but dangerous in t::ie 
extreme. It struck us at tim~s 
as being a spirit of ev 1 strong 

"It may welJ lead to the utte1 
destruction of Fort Hare. and it 
is for this reason that we hope 
the council will give full con­
.sideration to ,mr somewhat dras• 
tic ls 

 

 



THE TIMES 
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Date .................................... . 

CONDUCT AT FORT 
HARE COLLEGE 

REVISION OF RULES 
RECOMMENDED 

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT 

CAPE TOWN, SEPT. 1 
A depressing picture of paternalist 

discipline on one side and politics, S immorality, and drinking on the other 
arises from the report of a commission 
of inquiry into the closing in May of 
Fort Hare native college. 

The commission consisted of Professor 
J. P. Duminy. principal of Pretoria Techni­
cal College, as chairman, Professor M. C. 
Botha, formerly rector of Pretoria Univer-

n- , sity, and Dr. E. H . Brookes, former!y of 
Natal University and a well-known Liberal. 

un The commission recommends in general 
itv the removal of " relics of the missionary 
eJ high school past " still surviving in Fort 

Hare and its transformation into a modern 
university institution. The present control 
by which the churches are responsible for the 
discipline of the men's hostels and the college 
for their classroom and general behaviour 
should be abolished with the transfer of 
hostels to the college and the appointment 

P. by the churches of chaplains instead of 
wardens. 

as The situation disclosed by the report is 
cil disquieting, showing as it does an almost 

complete lack of cooperation between the 
students and staff in matters of discipline. 
This is attributed largely to politics among 
some students, who consider themselves as 
the vanguard of progressive African thought 
and show an extreme intolerance of any 
fellow students who advocate a more 
moderate attitude. There was evidence of 
exc~ssive: d_rinking, immorality, and militant 
ant1-Chnst1an attitude among some students . 

to On the other hand the relations between staff 
le and students in the classrooms were usually 
r good. 

i- OVER STRICT RULES 
1l1e commission finds that rules are over 

strict; for example the possession of liquor 
in bedrooms is itself an offence. The com­
mission recommends the reorganization of 
the college to conform more closely with 
university custom elsewhere, closer relations 
between the staff and students outside class­
rooms, more comfortable bedrooms for 
students, and better feeding, with more gener­
ous facilities for physical recreation and 
relaxation of disciplinary rules. They also 
recommend the creation of new faculties of 
law, commerce, and physical education. A 
warm tribute is paid to Professor Dent. the 
principal, who is resigning because of ill-
health. 

A suggestion that the college sholid be 
closed and the students absorbed in those 
universities (Cape Town, Witwatersrand, and 
Natal) where non-Europeans are admissible 
is rejected, and the commission expresses 
confidence that with reorganization and a 
determined attempt at improving relations 
between students and staff the college may 
recover. This they regard as important, as 
Fort Hare, being exclusively non-European 
and mainly an African institution, has an 
immense symbolic value for the African 
people, especially former students. Among 
the other measures for improving relations 
the commission suggest seeking the col­
laboration of African political organizations 
in persuading their student members to a 
more cooperative behaviour. 

ins 
be 
bre 
clu 
nlti' 

 

 



RA D DAILY A A 

SEP 
Fort Ha1·e: 

'D. • ' 1squ1et111g 
Factors 

L ~QUIRY REPORT 
BY COM~IS IO ,. 

THE commission of inquiry into 
condition at Fort Hare Uni­

versity College found that there 
a "disquieting amount of 

• •• • '' mong 
a.t the 11 

e of 

rent , e ne, 
''disgusting lampoons" posted on 
notice boards, and a "spirit of 
evil. so strong as to be almost 
visible and tangible" are other 
points recorded in the commis­
sion's report. 

STAFF FAILINGS 
The staff, and conditions in 

the colleg-.. .. , also came under stric­
ture from the com 1s:;ion, which 
says that punishments meted out 
to students were often too harsh 
or too . oft; that the staff encou­
rage tale-bearing among stu­
dents; that bedroom and com­
mon-room accommo ·--.tion and 
furniture was inadequate and 
that too much was left on the 
shoulders of the principal. 

(Report on Page 12) 
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FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 1955 

Fort Hare 
report 

THE report of the commis­
sion of inquiry into the 

troubles at Fort Hare Native 
University College is disquiet­
ing not only because of the 
conditions it disclosed there 
but also because of the wider 
implications of what the com­
mission found. Taken in con­
junction with other recent I 
disturbances at Native col- 1 

leges, the report must arouse 
grave doubts about the future 
of such institutions. 

Apart from the allegations 
of immorality and excessive 
drinking, which reforms in 
administration and discipline 
may remedy, the most disturb­

ent ing discovery at Fort Hare was 
of the spirit of aggressive African 

t is nationalism, anti-White and 
~;: anti-religious, that appears to 
·oc. have pervaded the college. The 
ng commission found that many 
~~ of the students were preoccu-
Y pied with the struggle for in­

re dependence in the political 
of sense, in which they considered 
nt themselves as the spearhead. ts . 
aff This has resulted in opposi-
lly tion to authority of any kind, 

including college authority. 
The question these dis­

er closures inevitably raises is 
or whether the policy of separate 

Native university colleges, if 
and when it is further applied, 

s will not aggravate these con­
ditions. The commission, while 

r not subscribing to the prin­
ciple of academic separation, 
sets some store by the 
symbolic importance of Fort 
Hare for the Native peoples, 
but the evidence must cause 
concern. 

~ It is difficult to see how a 
d similar spirit is to be avoided 
e in future either at Fort Hare I 
5 itself or in other segregated I 
~ institutions. They will always l 
Y be in danger of becoming 
~ breeding grounds for an ex­

clusive nationalism. It is sig­
nificant that it is at Fort Hare, 
not at the mixed universities 

- with their "liberal" influences. 
s that this spirit finds its 

crudest expression. The mixed 
institutions, on h CO•.u•-•,T-,, 

reforms will no 
doubt diminish many of the 
evils that recently brought 
Fort Hare to a temporary 
standstill, but the lessons 
should be studied by others 
besides those immediately 
concerned with .the affairs of 
the college. The ferment of 

ideas cannot be stopped, but 
it can be directed into less 
dangerous brews than are 
seen to be ripening in the 
seclusion of the Cape country­
side. 
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2nd September 1955-THE SCOTTISH EDUCATIONAL JOURNAL 

South of the Border 
FROM OUR LONDON CORRESPONDENT 

THE part Scotland has played in the formation of 
South African tradition~ is quite surprisi_ng. You 
meet men with names like Campbell, Pnngle :rnd 

Macgregor and find that theJ: belong to the Afrikaans­
speaking part of the. populat10n, that they e':'en teach 
in the Afrikaans-medmm schools and that their fathers 
or grandfathers were ministers in the Dutch Reformed 
Church. The reasons for this are interesting-. Early 
in the nineteenth century Lord Charles Somerset, 
Governor of the Cape which had not long previously 
been taken over by the English from the Dutch, 
imported six Scottish schoolmasters to run the 
elementary schools he was establishing. As. part of 
his policy of anglicising the Cape, Somerset issue~ a 
proclamation in 1822 by which, after five years, English 
was to be the only official language. At the ~ame 
time he Scotticised the Cape by bringing out a number 
of ministers of the established Church of Scotland, 
it being a Calvinist church similar • n dogma. t? the 
Dutch Reformed Church. Some of these mm1sters 
had been sent to Holland for a year so that they would 
be able to preach in Dutch and help to reconcil~ ~he 
Dutch and English colonists. By 1837 the surpnsmg 
situation had arisen in which more than half the 
ministers of the Dutch Reformed Church were Scots­
men. In his very readable history of South Africa, 
Mr Leo Marquand writes :-

" Without abating one jot _of their love for S~otland 
and her traditions they identified themselve. with t~e 
people to whom they ministered; they retamc~ their 
belief that to love one language and country 1t was 
not necessary to hate another;_ ~any of their d~s~end­
ants - and they had large families - became mm1sters 
of the Dutch Reformed Church or missionaries to 
other African territories. By their contacts with Sco~­
land and by sending their children t? Scottish uni­
versities, they brought Sout,h Afr_1~a unde~ t~e 
powerful influence of Scotland s trad1t10nal belief 111 
the value of sound education." 

I have visited three native educational institutions 
which in the course of their history owed much to 
Scottish enterprise and faith - Lovedale, the university 
of Fort Hare and Blythswood. Lovedale is a large 
mission station ·with a school and a training college. 
Fort Hare is the native university. It was Fort Hare 
which was recently closed down because of incalci­
trance among the students. It will probably be 
remembered by some readers th~t part of the condition 
of its reopening was that certam students were to be 
expelled. Because of the recent troubles at Fort Hare 
I had not expected to be lecturing there, but I was. 
I had a most pleasant afternoon and evening and spoke 
to a good-humoured audience of about three hundred 

Bantu undergraduates, most of whom w_ill at so~e 
time or other be teaching English or usmg English 
in the course of their teaching. 

The full history of Fort Hare has not yet b~en 
·written, but it ought to be written. One of the native 
lecturers there has been trying to unearth some of 
the facts about it, but the archives are almost non­
existent. It is probably in Scotland that s?me of 
the history lies buried either in the recollect10ns of 
people still alive, letters, or in the documents of some 
missionary societies. . . 

This university college (it has a sort of affiliat1011 
with Rhodes University about eighty miles distant) 
is in the· small town of Alicedale and within a couple 
of miles of the school and college of Lovedale. 

Alicedale has about 2,000 inhabitants about equally 
divided between European and native. The nearest 
town is about forty miles away and on that road 
there are only two tiny clusters. of hou~es. On t~1e 
other side of Alicedale, on the eighty miles, that 1s, 
between Alicedale and Grahamstown, there is no 
European village at all. This ":hole area is called t~e 
Ciskei and is one of the native reserves. At tl11s 
time of the year, in spite of the brilliant sunshine, it 
is an uninviting area, but so are thousands of square 
miles in South Africa because if you have seen one 
square mile of rock, thornbush, and cactus-lik~ trees 
you have just about seen all of them, and that 1s true 
of the places taken over by Europeans as well as those 
reserved for native agriculture. 

Quite apart, therefore, from the pre~ent state of 
political tension in the country, those m charge of 
Fort Hare have a difficult task to perform. There 
are none of the amenities of town life to give the 
students some relief from the college atmosphere, 
which, however pleasant it may b~,_ may w~ll become 
monotonous. It is made more difficult still by the 
fact that a large number of the studen!_s live a very 
great distance from home and canno! afford to_ travel 
home more than once a year. For this reason, 1:1stcad 
of the usual three- or four-week breaks at Christmas 
and Easter they are given only a long week-end. 

The native lecturers at Fort Hare are at pres~nt 
paid at the same rate as the European lecturers which 
means that they are better off than university_ lecturers 
in Great Britain - income tax and all that_ bem~ taken 
into account. Whether this state of affairs will c~n­
tinue no one knows. So long as the college_ re~1ams 
independent, it probably will; but in ac?-dem1c circles 
there seems to be an idea that as thmgs are now 
going Fort Hare may be. place~ t~nder the control of 
the Department for Native Affairs and that would 
inevitably bring some cha_nges. 

What was a real surprise to me after_ what 1 had 
read in England about the Bantu Ed_ucat101;1 ~ct was 
the fact that those conc~rned with m1ss10ns ?f 
Protestant origin are so little concerned about 1_t. 
The Government has taken over a good deal of the1~ 
land and buildings but have certainly not dri, -- 1

·r 

bargains in the instances of which I have some kno_w­
ledge. The bitterest opponents. of Government policy 
from this angle are the Anglicans and the Roman 
Catholics. 
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J 1Xatth lnily flail 
'ATURDAY, 'EPTEMBER 3, 1955. 

FORT 
HARE'S 
PROBLE1"1S 
"'J"HE report on conditions at 
1 Fort Hare is a revealing 

and instructive doc um en t, 
drawn up by three men who 
must e commended for their af 

detachment and at the same ari 
po 

time for the concern they show of 
Co over the serious state of affairs 

they have examined. Their 
report is the indirect result Br 

of the temporary closing of 
the college in May in circum- !!r 
stances which made the action th 

of the authorities gecm a very at 

drastic one indeed. In the light 
of this report it is difficult to 
i:iay that the closing was not 
justifi a. It still looks drastic, 
but if it served to bring 
matters to a head and prodttce 
t his report, it may have done 
Fort Hare and the country a 
valuable service. mo 

ab 

I 
Two things now emerge ow 

cleRrly enough from the thr e ou 
commissioners' very thorough of 
investigation of Fort Hare, ls 

~~~ i~:tt!~ti:~t~1 a;hdc!~e 1.~eo{~~ ~~o 
only non-European university 
college in the nion, Fort Hare 

• must continue in exist nee. Its reli 
rec v a I u c to lh non-European by 

j c o mm u n i t y, as the report v1it 
I stresses, is symbolic as well ir.di 

; as practical. But it cannot ~t;~ 
continue as it is now. It must " 
undergo fundamental reforms. 

The c'ommissioners uncovered 
serious faults of conduct and 
outlook among the students. ~::i 
But, if they lay heavy blame/ nHl-~ 

on the students, they do not th~i 
exonerate the authorities. To. reli 
us it seems that the mistakes/· Afr' 
0f the authorities were largely mis 

, the result ot history and situa- con 
t• C rt • t d ·t· 1 Cl U( 1011. e a1n ra 1 ions lave vea 
become encrusted at Fort Hare I · xt 
in the course of tune, and it C'irc 
has taken perhaps a crisis 
like this to alter them. But the A 
misdemeanour of the students feeli 
is also largely the result of 
situation. It is true that the 
students do not seem fully to, 
have realised their responsibi­
lities. As the elite of their 
communities their role at Fort and 

, Hare was that of future [ ;~~P 
teachers and leaders. They • 
seem to have lost sight of 

students' grievances and mis­
conduct seem also to have 
arisen from the peculiar posi­
tion of Fort Hare. The report 
peaks of this in the clearest 

possible words: "Fort Hare isl 
i olatcd geographically, acade­
mically, culturally, socially and 
in the field of sporting activity 
and cornpeti ion, a8 well as 
being segregated in the sense! 
that admi sion is confined to 
non - European students." It 
becomes obvious that a great 
many of the evils revealed are 
the result of this unhappy/ 
isolation. The students resented 

I
d is c i p Ii n e bccaufic they 
regarded it as devised especi-, 
ally for them as non-I<Juro­
peans. They seem even to have I 
confused discipline with baas­
skap. They could not see that 
European students at othel' 
universit.iC's also had to submit 
themselves to discipline and 
authority, and were unable to 
see themselves in the general 
perspective of university life. 
They also suspected that they 
were not receiving the same 
consideration as students at 
other universities, and in 
respect of comfort and condi­
tions at the hostels. 

Everything points to the 
"isolation" of Fort Hare as 
being at the root of the 
r ble, and the 
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• RELIGIOUS CURES 

... Anti-Christian f eeling1 

S.A. Press Association - JOHANNESBURG 
at THERE IS A GREAT DEAL of active hostility towards 

Christianity among the students at Fort Hare, says 
the report of the Commission of Inquiry into conditions at 
the Fort Hare University College. 

The Commission was appointed .-------'--
after the College was tempor- "There were important reasons 
arily closed on May 11. The re- of a disciplinary nature for this 
port has been issued by order decision. On the religious side we 
of the Governing Council of the must record our feeling that the 

irs College. devotional exercises at assembly 
, Prof. J. P. Duminy, was chair- had become, for many students, 

ir I man of the Commission, and a mockery." 
lt Prof. M. C. Botha and Dr. E. H. The report emphasises that it 

Brookes were other members. i.,, not in the class-rooms or 
of The report says the religious ld.boratories, but in the hostels, 

services which formed part of the the dining hall and the adminis­
earlier life of Fort Hare were tration of discipline that the chief 

on the morning and evening services difficulties of the college are to 
at the hostels, a daily morning be found. 

ry assembly for reading the scrip- The spirit in the hostels, 
ht tures, prayers and announce- generally "not happy", is 
to ments, and a united. college ser- attributed by the Commission to 

I vice on Sunday evemngs. 
ot l In two of the three men's three main factors: personalities, 
. hostels all services became volun- accommodation and the system 
IC, tary some time ago and recently itself under which the hostels 

the college service on Sunday are administered. 
evenings also became voluntary. 

"When the Commission arrived 
at Fort Hare, the only compul­
sory service was the . regu.lar 
morning assembly. This was 
abolished by the principal on his 
own initiative in the course of 
our sittings, and the only form 
of indirect compulsion remaining 
is at Iona House, where students, 
though not compelled, are ex­
pected to attend devotions. 

Indifference 
"As to the present state of 

religion in the coll~ge we 1:1~st 
record our impressLOn, fortified 
by the evidence of many 
witnesses, that there is much 
ir..difference and a good deal of 
active hostility towards 
Christianity among the students. 

" There is convincing evidence 
that leftist and rationalist 
propaganda has been_ spread 
among the students; m many 
cases, we believe, before the_ir 
8 1 rival at Fort Hare, and m 
1~\:;2.ny ci:i . es . we are sure, after 
their arrival. 

" All the usual Leftist ideas of 
religion are found combined with 

s African rationalist views of the 
1 missionary as the agent of the 

_ conqueror, and traces of the 
crude rationalism popular 50 
vears ago and now to a large 
extent discredited in intellectual 
circles." 

Remedy 
As a remedy for anti-Christian 

feeling, the Commission recom­
mends: 

I • The complete elimination of 
the element of compulsion from 
religious services. 

- • That as far as possible the 
association between the teaching 
and preaching of religion and 
re~p,msibility for discipline among 

. the students be broken. 
• That "the forces of Chris­

, tianity should be marshalled for 
a new 8'lvance on all parts of the 
front, based on a realistic picture 
of the situation as it is, and not 
on a nostalgia for the past or 

"We as a Commission cordiully 
endorse the principal's decision to 
abolish the daily assembly. 
wishful thinking about tne 
future." 

disrespect, insuborctmat1011 ....... 
attacks on the legitimat~ 
authorities of the coJlege," the re1 
port :mys. In certain circumstances 
gross or repeated intimidatio~ 
should be dealt with as an offence, 
it adds. 

The Commission rejects a l!!ug­
gestion that Fort Hare might be 
closed and the students distributed 

No mattresses 
While many students were 

accommodated in single rooms, 
there was other distressing 
evidence of overcrowding, with 
cupboard space for personal be­
ll'ngings almost non-existent. 
such defects should be remedied 
without delay. 

The report continues: 
"With regard to the bedrooms, 

it appeared to us to be a little 
hard that students were in many 
cases not provided with mat­
tresses. 

"Perhaps the provision of mat­
tresses could be arranged on the 
basis of a yearly fee for hire so 
that their cost could be defrayed 
over a period of years.'' 

There were many students' 
complaints, says the Commission, 
about the food in the dinir.g room 
--chiefly about the monotony of 
the meals and the standard of the 
cooking. 

During the week the Commis­
sion was at the college ''the 
quality seemed to be good and 
the cooking quite satisfactory". 

Tale-bearers I 
"If greater variety is to be pro- b==~=========~:::---7 

vided we fear that the fees for 
the dining hail will have to be G 
raised. The meals in our opinion 
represent very good value for the Q 
money." 

"We have also formed the im­
pression that too much use is 
made of student tale-bearers, 

On" 
and feel that they should be y unplea ant but dangerous 
discouraged, especially if they f F H • d · · f 
are reporting on Fellow-students' ort are an it IS ~r 
political or other speeches." :ion to our somewhat drastic 

"The Commissi~n wish~s . to >f Inquiry into conditions at 
place on record its conviction d A f II 
that Fort Hare will have to go ,on yester ay. u report 
a long way to find a principal I Page 6 of this issue . 
of greater integrity or deeper . . . 

1 carin for the students than Pro- "The Co1~m1ss1011; w_1shes to p ace 
f g D t on record 1tl!! conviction that Fort 
essor en • . Hare wHI have to go a long way to 

"He has never spared _himself find a principal of greater integ-
and those who know him well . d • for the 
cherish for him, as we ourselves nty or eeper earing • 
do sentiments of deep affection students than Pro~cssor Dent. He 
and admiration. has never s~ared h1msel! and th?se 

who know him well cherish for him, 
• Caution money as we our elves do, se1~tim_ents of 

. deep affection and admiration ... 
The Com~iss1on sugges~s thal Any new principal will, if the 

the council should mclude Council approves the mai•n tenor of 
"caution money" in the com- . . . 
posite fee for the first year O this report, begm a new ~ra in the 
ie.sidence. This should be life of. Fort Hare. He w1ll not be 
retained as security against ~cressihle to the students ~s Pro­
library losses and general! fe sor Dent has been and will dele­
l,reakages and to be refunded at ~ate ~ost of the da:y-by-da~ admin­
'LarHo.x1,ti ()f a students' career. , 1strabve and routine duties; for 

Tl1e report says toe "\.:iuitlh..':.:.;rhly. the College can no .longer be eon­
was informed in confidence of the ducted l!!uccessfully on the paternal 
intention of the Fort Hare prinei- basis so natural in its earlier 
.t,al to resign because of ill-health. years.,, 
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Fort Hare 
chair 

of 1nusic? 
JOHANNESBURG, Friday. 

The .report of the commission of 
inquiry into conditions at Fort. 
Hare University CollelJe (published 
in The Argus yesterday) expresses 
regret that drama at Fort Iiare 
'if not dead, seems to l)e in a 
coma.' 

The commi~sion feels that 
m11S1c, too, should play a far 
iireater role at Fort Hare than 
it does, 8.8 music is an A!1·ican 
gift. 
It suggests that the best way of 

giving music its proper place in 
the college would be to establish 
a Qbair of music, to te mw;ic 
as a m~Jor subject for e B.A. 
degree. 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION I 
I 

The commission hopes that the ' 
council wlll also favourably con­
sidel' the creation of a deJ'al'tment 
of physical education, whose 
head would also be in cllarge of 
the neceseary amenities, wh}ch 
shoulc;l include a gymnasium to 
start with and a l$Wllllmin1 bath 1 

later. 
'We are convinced that the 

release from mental tensions that 
healthy physical interests and 
activity Will bring about will play , 
a large part it} restoring a calm 
and congenial atmosphere, besides, 1 

of course. contributing great1y to 
the bodily imPrO¥ement and we'l­
fare of the atudents,' the report 
says.-Sapa. 
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Report on 
Fort Hare 
Released 
Johannesburg Thursday. 

rrHE Commission of Inquiry into 
conditions at th . Fort Har 

Native University Coll ge in th 
Union of South Africa released 
its report today. 

The Commisison was appointed 
aft r the Colleg was tempor­
arily closed on May 11 aftr.r 
trouble between the authorities 
apd th students. 

Many changes which might 
lead to b~tter conditions a1 sug­
gested in the report. 

The Commission ays that, in 
general, the aim is the limina­
tion of relics of the missionary 
high school pa t surviving at 
Fort Hare>, anct the College's 
transformation into a mod rn 
university institution. 

As well Rs critici ing the atti­
tu<"te of stud nts, the r port says 
th r w re also faults on behalf 
of th college authoritie.·. 

It says: "Perhaps the most im­
portant single itl'm is the 1cc:om· 
mcndation that the men's hostels 
should b transferrect to the 
College and be placed under 
Collcg wardens. The church s 
should then appoint not warden~. 
hut chaplains, who will be asked 
to administer discipline."-Sapa. 
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"EVIL SPIRIT 
DESTROY FO 

'' 

THE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY into conditions 
College, appointed after the College wns temporaril 

issued h)' order of the govcrninJ.! council of the College 
feel that the pre ent atmosphere at fiort Hare i · not me 
the extreme. It struck us at times as being a ·pirit of e • 
and tangible. It may well I ·ad to the utter destruction of 
that lite hope the council will ivc full consideration to o 

---"'"'-+I reform. 
The report of the 

makes n <lctuikd . urvcy on c 
tion~ leading to troubles at 
Hare, and ugge t many cha 
which might lead to better conJit 

In •encral, say the repor 
aim ut the elimination of the r 
of the mi ·sionary high school 
urviving at Fort Hare, -and the 

lcie' tr n<1formation into s mo 
lllli-.er ity institution. 

"Pcrhap th mo t 
in •le it ·m in the report is th 

commendatj n that the men' h 
h uld b tr n forrcd t th co 

and be placed under college war 
In addition to critki ing the 

tude of students, the report 
there were al o fault on bchal 
the college authoritie . It refer 
politic ut the college, to a lac 
Chri tian pirit, to good relation 
clas~room .. and to drinking and im­
morality, among other mutter . 

On May 4, the executiv of tne 
governing council of the Coll ge wa 
informed that the C{)JI ge enate had 
decided that 330 tudent of the Col­
lege, of a total of 367. hould be 
u pended from the College for an 

fodetlnite period. 
In view of thi., and of a review 

of the ituation by the principal of 
the College, the executive decided to 
f>Uspcnd the activi.ies of the Collei'= 
" o that the position" "could be 
examined in a calmer atmo phere". 

On May 11, the governing council 
confirmed the action of the executive, 
and decided to appoint a commi sion 
of inquiry into the life and \\Ork of 
the College. 

The report ay : "Part of the p,e,-­
cnt difficulties arise from the fact 

that ihe College ha outgrown the 
~Y tcm ·o admirably suited to those 
earlier year , o unsuited to the pre­
ent day. 

The report say the closing of th!! 
colleae in May produced very strong 
reactions among former stud nts an~ 
non-European leader generally. "We 
wonder whtther the symbolic \'alue of 
Fort Hare to the African aAd other 
sections of the community ha been 
adequately appreciated." 

It ay the partkipation of non- _ 
Europeans in the life of the univer-
·itie of Cape Town, the Witwaters­
rand and atal, while mo t vaJuabl 
and better in principle than the build-

inM up of a great "segregated" in titu­
tion ha mchow not the same sym­
bolic value. 

''Old Students, who occupy a very 
distingui hed place in non-European 
society and do much to mould its 
opinion are peculiarly son itive to 
anything whkh makes Fort Hnre ap­
pear less in Latus than a true univer­
sity should. 

"We were shocked on arriving at 
the college to realise how bad the 
atmosphere really WJls. In our 
opinion Iller hav"' be:cn fallft and 
errors on the part f the college 
authorities, but it is not th alone 

• ch must be amend d i healthy 
atmosphere is to be attained. 

''We were informed that an ua.-_ 
. happy frame of mi d bas .exi t d 
' among the tudents for tome con­

icferable time. A subversive element 
h Has been pre nt for years but up to 
&.recently it ha been manageable. 

" noticeable feature of tudent 
"rife i . ~JMl,~iaq ~JI.I picion of the 
ColJcae aO'tmYrith; icion of many 
-not all-European , uspicion of 
one another. 

r 

ESBURG, T.hunday. 
e (Native) Univmity 

on May 11, has been 
rt, in part states: "We 

t, but dqerous in.1 
as to be almost visible i 

, and it is for this reason 
hat drastic proposals for 

1r 
strange misconceptions of uoi-
freedom, demanding a licence 

excess of anything prevaiJing at 
an universities. 

tic measures are certainly 
to ensure Fort Hare's safe 

appy continuance, and among 
are changes of personnel and 
d • ew ways of life more 
tible with the status of a uni­

institution are called for on 
ide of the authorities. With 
must be aSSOciate;:t not any in­

·on into the political beliefs of 
dents, but prompt and effective, 
to deal with aJJ di respect, in­
·nation, and attacks on the 

authorities of the colleae. 
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:,~Fort Hare Must Go On'' 
"The present atmosphere at the college is not merely unpleasant. but dange1 ous 

in the extreme. It may well lead to the utter destruction of Fort Hare and it is for 
this reason that we hope the Council will give full consideration to our somewhat drastic 
proposals for reform,., says the report of the Commission of Inquiry into conditions at 
Fort Hare University College which was released for publication yesterday. A full report 
of the Con-'· ,sion's findings and recommendations appears on Page 6 of this issue. 

Ta , th me the slogan among the universities that admit "The Commission ,visbes to place 
"For.t lll!}llliill!II I! ' go on," the Com- non-Europeans. on record its conviction that Fort 
mission suggests that new ways of "It would be most r<'grettable Hare wHI have to go n loug way to 
life at Fort Hare more compatible even to contemplate the cloRing of find a priucipal of greater integ-

the College,'' tho report says, "be- r1·ty or deeper earrn· g for tlie with the l'!tatus of a university in- • 
stitution are called for on the side cause it is virtually certain that all student than Professor Dent. He 
of the authoritie1,:1. With these the students would b" debarred by bas never spared himl'!elf and those 

• financial considerations from going '"ho kno,·v h1·m ell cher1·s11 for b1·1n must be associated "not any inquis- ., • w , 
ition into the political beliefi. of to the other universities even as we our, elves do, sentjments of 

should there be elass•room and deep affect1·on and ndmirat1· on the students, but prompt and ,,. • • • 
effective action to deal with all hostel accommodation for them Any new principal will, if the 
disrespect, insubordination and available there. Council approves the mai•n tenor of 

"A considerable amount of capi- tl11·8 repo t beg1·n a ne,v era 1·n th attacks on the legitimate • r , • e 
authorities of the college," the re- ta! has been spent at Fort Hare life of Fort H:ue. He will not be 
port cuys. In certain cirl'umstauccs !~1!t a;;;s t~1:e:ghJuif{ a~h:~~~n~:~ ~cres itle tob th~ stude1~t ~~ Pro­
gro s or repeated intimidation pense dare not be lightly enter- tetsor etntf tahs )deen band w1 dde}e-
should be dealt with as an offence, ga e mos o e ay- Y· ay a mm-
it adds. taincd," the Commission adds. istrative and routine duties; for 

The report says the Commission the College can no .longer be con­
The Commission rejects a eug- wti,1 informed in confidence of the ducted successfully on the paternal 

gestion that Fort Hare might be intention of the Fort Hare princi- basis so natural in its earlier 
closcu an<l. the students distributed pal to resign because of ill-health. years." 
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Commission finds that Fort llare 1 

~ 

lacked discipline: tOQ 

keen on politics 

Christian • • sp1r1t lacking 

authority. We believe that this is 
partly due to the coniusion of 
legitimate discipline with baas­
skap. 

"This can be understood il;i. view 
of political and racial controversies 
outside the college, but it is none 
the less harmful and dangerous. 

"Neither Fort Hare nor any other 
university can exist without dis­
c:plinc, but is may be desirable to 
mcdernize the rul s of the coLege, 
provided that such as are st11l 

JOHANNESBURG, Thursday. nece,sary in present-day conditions 
THE COMMISSION of inquiry into conditions at Fort mLst be enforced. 

Hare (Native) University College, ~ppointed after • Booing, catcalls and a.her 
the college was closed on May 11, has been issued by order ostile and unco.1th noise3 when the 
of the governing council of the college. or,ncipa1 is ~p~a ,mg are c,uite in-

h · h • tokr<,ble in a university instrtution 
The report of t e commission, w ich \Vas I and indeed shou.d not be toler-

under the cna1rmanship of Prof. J. P. Duminy and I ated. E..ven wo.se. ii i;ossible, are 
had Prof. M. C. Botha and Dr. E. H. Brookes as the I th~ disgusting. anonymous letters I 
other members, makes a detailed survey of con- Jnd 1~1mpoJns that are postc.d up on 
d l d - t t bl t F H d notice boards. • it1ons ea mg O rou ~s a . hort are, an I "The easy recourse to boycotts 
suggests many changes which m1g t lead to better I and other for.ns of direct action are 
conditions. aL.-.,o to be deprecated." 
In general (says the report) it aims at the elimination • STRANGE M1scoNcEPTIO s 

of the relics of the missionary high school past surv1vmg I The report. says the ·.commis~iou fed the I 
at Fort Hare and the college's transformation into a sWdcnts a_t Fort Ilarr ~ave :.omc su-an~c 

, D1JSconcepuons of umvenuy freedom, de-
modern university institution. 1 rr.an:l,n a lt~en C far 1n CXC \ 0 anythin.: 

• t l b . . f prevailing at European universities. l 
"Perhaps the most irr,portant men ias een pr ese~t or years The exa1:gerated scn.~c of -;ell-1mportance 

sing_e item in tn0 re~ort is the re-) out Up to recrntly 1t has been of the students sho~n In correspondcm.--e be-
. . " h , manageable. tween the Students Rcpresentat:vc Council 

commendation thc1t t e mens , . and the ColleRe •nate "i~ perhaps due: w 
hostels should be transferred to the 'A noticenole feature of student the feeling that th oollerL must be looked 
college and be placed under col- life is sus;..,icion-suspicion of the uPon a bein2 the vamcuard of the political 
l g ardens the Chu Ch • t 1 h ·t· • f and racial strugRJc:• _e e w . r es _appo1n - co, ege auL on 1es. susp1c1on o Tho commission suR1tC\ts that the consti-
mg not wardens but chap.ams, who many (not ail) Europeans, sus- tut1on of the s.R.C. at Fort Han: hould 
Wiil be asked to administer disci- p1c_on of one another. ( lhe last- be _brough~ as clo cly m1~ conform1~y. a 

pline," says the commission. named, a most distressing feature. ~::~lein w~~~cr t~eniv~~~~~
1
~
1
i~•~~~ti<?~~ ~~m/~~ 

In addition to criticizing the at- w?uld' seem to be partly due to un- Union. . 
titude of students the r"port says . wise encouragement of tale-bear- . The_ stud~nts stressed fre dom ol speech 

• " •11g as a m f t I ) in their evidence. But says the report a 
there were also faults by the l ' • eans O con ro ' legitimate claim to freed~m, of speech ~Ust 
college authorities. It refers to 'Tne attitude towards the White ~e recoRnized only subJect to certain comti• 

politic~ ~t thE: _college, to n ~ack man, though har1:1ful to the t1og~e "rather depressed student" told the 
of Christian sp1r1t, to 200d relations students themselves. lS understand- commission that "'the chiet interests of the 
in cla_,srooms, and to drinking and able in Sou~h Atrican ~ndit\ons, students are ~1itics, ndultery and drink." 
immorality among other matters. and is part of the ·obsetJsion Wltn lbe CO~IDJSSIO~ ~embers report that thCV 

• ' h t 1 ' 'i!/ . feel there, l" a d1i.Qmclio11 amount 01 lmmor-
STRON Q REACTIONS t e_ s_ rugg.e for hberat1on_apd w,t_,h •• alft~~~nd dr,ink.Jng at Port Hare. 

pohhcs generally. • • • ,, •,I ANTI-CHRISTIAN 

OPPOSED TO AUTHORITY "Similarly, the very stron11 wave of anti-
The rep_t).rt says the closing of 

the colleg&.·it~.t.~ay produced very 
strong reaeti~ among former "Mistrust and disrespect have 
students and ti • .iFj,.lropean leaders . . been focused recently on the 
generally. ·4zy~cipal and on the college 

au thorities, and it is difficult not 
to come to • the conclusion that 
_,ome at least of the student body 

Christian feelina which we were sad to en­
counter at the college is an evil which must 
be recognized and a11ainst which quiet and 
effective remedies must be devised, but it is 
pre-eminently not a subject for official rogni­
sance or disciplinary action." "We wonder whether the sym­

bolic value of Fort Hare to the 
African and other sections of the 
community has been adequately 
appreciated.'' 

'Ihe report continues: 
~•we were shocked on arriving 

at the college to realize how bad 
the atmosphere renlly was; and 
th:mgh the students' attitude to 
outselves changed so markedly for 
the better as to give us hope for the 
future, we ~hould not be do~ng our 
duty if we did not set down simply 
and clearly our irr:pression of the 
faults on the side of the students. 
In our opinion there have been 
faults and errors by the college 
authorities. but it is not these 
alone which must be amended if 
a h. althy atmosphere is to be 
atta_ned. 

SIJ'BVERSIVE ELEMENT 
"We were informed that an un-l 

happy frame of mind has existed 
among the students for some con­
siderab· e time. A ~ ubversive ele-

~-=- opposed to .~U authority as 

The rePort says the comml.~sion was sad 
to feel bow great a concentration there wa~ 
among students on grievances and bow rare 
were expressions of 2Catitude or appreciation. 

On the educational side, gay~ the report, 
the i,icture is brighter, Relatfon.<1 in the clus­

, room are, according to botb stall and 
student evidence, bappy and friendly and lo 

t genCT11I the students work well. 

POLITICS 
Discussinr political and racial factors at 

tbe college, the commission says probably • 
the majority of the students are not active 
member.i of any Political or11ani1.ation. 

"Those who do t-elon1: a.~ mt:mbers to 
political grOUJ>'I are divided in their alle1dan1:e. 
Some belong to the youth movement of the 
African National ConRress, some to the 
S.O.Y.A. (Sons of Younsr Africa), the junior 
branch of the All-African Convention There j 
is reason to believe that S.O.Y.A. bas the 
upper band at the moment and has exer­
cised considerable influence on the student 
body. 

"We feel convinced that there are studenli 
who come to Fon Hare already inculcated 
with ideas and techniques which they have 
learned outside and whiob they feel they 
must apply at the college. They arc in touch 
with the Jeaders of their oraa01zat1ons outside 
the catni,us, and are influenced by them. 
We find it hard to believe that resl)Onsible 
men could countenance actions and attitudes 

, 'i.O foreign to the true uaiver11lty ideal and 
so calculated t lead J?ort Haro to disaster." 

 

 



is and the 
explanation tor r a rent 
lack of appreciation and gratitude 
~ust_ b~ sought in a feeling of 
mfer10r1ty that breeds suspicion 
and resentment. 

But the very fact that these 
at~itudes exist, and persist, con­
stitutes a challenge which it 

e would be unwise to ignore. As 
the Commission says, "quiet and 

e effective" remedies must be de­
v, vised which will have the ~ffect 

of removing grievances real or n . . ' 1magmary, and of winnin6 the 
student body over to ~bscr co­
operation with the umversity 

n authorities. They must be Lema-ht 
to appreciate the purpose of the 

u academic curriculum and felkw­
at . ship. At the same time, there 
ri cannot be any relaxation of the 
I discipline without which no 

university could Jontinue to 
exist. Students must be made to 
see the need for rules and reo-u­
lations, and it must be, brought 
home to them that there can be 
f~r them no educational privilege 

E ~1thout corresponding obliga­
tions and responsibilities. 

Precondition 
For all this the

1

re is a necessary 
precondition. There 111u3t be 
eradicated from the minds of the 
students, and from the public 
mind, the tendency to regard 
higher education at Fort Hare as 
different from education o.t any 
other university instilut10n. 
Attendance at Fort Hare must 
become a matter for the same 
pride as is attendance at, say, 
~hodes or Natal University. But 
!n order that this may be so, it 
1s necessary that the leaders of 
thought in the country should 
take the same interest in vyhat 
has hitherto undoubtedly been 
SO7:llewhat of an acadeajic step­
child, as they do in t\ie other 
universities. 

To the students, who 'carry at 
least an equal share of the blame 

1 for the unfortunate events which 
led to the appointment of the 
Commission of Inquiry, we would 

' say: remember the symbolic 
value of Fort Hare, and do not do 
anything ~hat might jeopardise 
the educat10n and therewitn the 

. advancement of your people. 

'E,ASTERN PROVINCE HER.A.l.D 

1955 

1Jitiil~ 
(F.$'T' PLTSHED , 15) 

I OR'J' E L IZABETH, SEPT. 3, 1955 

The future of 
Fort Hare 

THE chief recommendation 
which emerges from the 

report of the Commission of , 
Inquiry into conditions at Fort 
Hare (Native) University Col­
lege would seem to have a 
psychological rather than a 
strictly academic significance. 1 

For it implies that the minds of • 
students have been dangerously 
pre-occupied with matters which 
in fact lie outside of the academic 
sphere. Except for their concern 
with the routine of deg:ree-hunt­
ing-an affliction, incidentally, 
that is not entirely unknown in 
the "White" universities-there 
would appear to have been an 
over-emphasis in their daily 
existence on non , .cademic 
aspects of life, that is, 0n matters 
not directly connected wilh the 
business of acquiring knowledge. 
Politics and problems ')f person­
ality adjustment seem to have 
loomed larger than is com­
patible even with student life. 

Human relations 
When the minds of y0ung inen 

and women, no matter what 
their skin colour may be, have 
little else to occupy them but 
examinations, suspicion of the 
motives of their mentors, and 
the escapism provided ty sex and 
alcohol, there is bound to arise 
an unhealthy atmosphere in 
which ordinary huma~1 relations 
become increasingly difficult. It 
is for this reason that the Com­
mission rightly states that the 
deepest remedy for the existing 
unhealthy state or- affairs must 
be sought in a broadening of the 
academic life and in the develop­
ment of cultural instin~ts, sport, 
and personal friendships. . 

Despite the best intentions of 
its founders and subsequent 
administrators, it is unhappily 
true that Fort Hare has bc~ome 
an institution of highe~ learnrng 
in the narrower sense of that 

' word, rather than a ·i1niversity. 
The fault for this lies neither 
with the staff nor with the 
students, but with the compara­
tive isolation of the College 
which is a consequence o.f the 
racial divisions in the counlry a3 
~ whole. 

Lack of insight 
~not~er important factor, 

which 1s almost equally difficult 
to remedy, is the understandable 
lack of insight into motives and 
attitudes on the part of the 
students themselves. It may be 
that they are not entirely to be 

• blamed if they confuse the legiti­
mate discipline upon which 
university authorities naturally 
insist, with the baasskap policy 
that sours their lives elsewh~re. 
It 1!1-ay be that their regrettable 
anti-Christian attitude is the 
nat nile , . . . ' 

rat an 
un ood .. -....... ~-------~-.--:.-
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Report on 
I Fort 

Hare: ''Dangerous 
h '' atmosp ere 

Johannesburg, Thur day. 
THE pr n -auno phere at Fort Hare Uni ersity 

College i not merely unplea ant but "dangerous 
in the extreme, a spirit of evil so strong as to he 

.. almost visible and tangible," says the report of the 
commission of ipquiry into the affairs of Fort Hare. 

The report said a very strong 
wave of anti-Christian feeling 
•'which we were sad to encounter at 
the college" is an evil which must 

. be recognised and against which 
quiet and effective remedies must be 
devised. 

In addition to criticising the atti­
tude of students, the report says 
there were also faults on behalf of 
the college authorities. It refers to 
politics at the college, to a lack of 
Christian spirit, to good relations in 
classrooms, and to drinking and 
immorality, among other matter . 

.. Perhaps the most important 
single item in the report is the 
recommendation that the men •s 
hostels hould be transferred to the 
college and be placed under college 
wardens, the churches appointing 
not wardens but chaplains who will 
be asked to administer discipline," 
says the commis ion. 

The report of the commission, 
which was under the chairmanship 
of Prof. J. P. Duminy and had 
Prof. M. C. Botha and Dr. E. H. 
Brookes as the other members, also 
makes a detailed survey of condi­
tions leading to troubles at Fort 
Hare, and suggests many changes 
which might lead to better condi­
tions. 

In general it aims at the elimina­
tion of the relics of the missionary 
high school past surviving at Fort 
Hare, and the college's transform­
~tio_n _into a modern university 
m tttutton. 

"The atmosphere," says the report, 
"may well lead to the utter destruc­
tion of Fort Hare~ and it is for this 
reason that we hope the Council 
will give full coasideration to 
proposals for reform. 

"The fact that the present genera­
tion of Fort Hare students tends to 
have a bad reputation outside, even 
among the African people them­
selves, must make one think very 
seriously indeed about the grave 
situation at the colleae." 

.. We were shocked on arriving at 
the college to realise how bad the 
atmosphere really was, however, 
and though the students' attitude 
to ourselves changed so markedly 
for the better o give us hope 
for the future, we should oot be 
doing our duty if we did not set 
down simply "and clearly our impres-

(Continaed on Page Three.) 

 

 



In th 
lesltl 
be recoan 
dltionll. 

"In the first r,lacc, 
freedom for thcmsclve 
oth rs. and thl they 
to do." 

Student taking an unr,opular line at 
tudent meetings tend to be houted do\\n 

or, If they arc given a hearin11 at the tim , 
l)l'rsecuted aftcrnard as •· ell-out ," aaya th 

n;~tt·add that " II-out" I the mot I 
d va tatina term in the present-day vocabu­
lary at l·on Hare. 

"There Is much intolerance amona tudents 
and unfortunately a con iderable lack of 
moral couraae on the pan of the tudent 
generally." 

POLITICS, ADULTERY ND ORI 'K 
1 One "rather depresaed student" told th 
comml on that "the chief intcre t of the 
~udent are politic . adultery and drink." 

The comm! Ion members repon that they 
feel there is a di quieti'nR amount of 
immorality nd drlnklna al Fon Hare. 

"We do not think thia is wi cly dealt 
with by what appear to us to be unreason­
able and Impracticable rule about contact 
betwttn men and women which hinder the' 
well-behaved and are easily evaded by the 
real crhninals, or by expellins tudcnt 1 
merely for havin1 tutcd liquor. But on 
the other ham;! we do not feel that the 
exi tence of the areat scour,es hould b 
a matter for equanimity." 

The rcpon ay tl)c comm! Ion wa ad 
to feel how sreat a concentration there wa 
amona student on arievance and how rar 1 

were expre Ions of aratllude or appreciation. 
On the cducat10nal side, 5&Y~ the report, I 

the picture • is bri11hter Relation in the 
cla room are. accordm11 to both taff and 
student evidence, happy and friendly and in 
1eneral the Student work well. 

The repon HY that while South Africa, 
11 a ferment of political and racial trife 
without, Fon Hare cannot escape dlfflcultie 
within, "A university, after all, mu t be, 
a crosl-Section of the society from which the 
ltudent arc drawn. 

"The noly remedy lies In aettina to the 
hearts of the tudent , a very human 
persons full of potentialltie for aood, 11 
for evil." 

Univer11ity students, says the report, should 
enjoy the opponunlty of diacu ion on 
fmportant topics, "but In our view in apite i 
of what mlaht be tolerated in oth r univcr-1 
It:, institutions, it i totally wrona that a 

univenlty hould comr to be used a the 
vanruard In a party political tru11Je, or 
even to be reaarded as an appropriate plac ~':irp:!~.. proparanda for party political 

POLmCAL TECH IQUES 
Tbe reoort continue ; "We lcel con­

vinced that there arc tudent who come 
to Fon Hare already inculcated with Politi­
cal idea and techniques which they have 
learned outalde and which they feel they 
mu t apply at the colleae. 

"They arc in touch with the leaders of 
their oraanisations outside the campu , and 
arc influenced by them. We find it bard 
to believe that re pon ible men could 
countenance actions and attitudes so foreian 
to the true university ideal and calculated 
to lead Fort Hare to disa ter. I 

"We wonder if 1t ml1ht nor be PoS Ible 
for informal discu ion to take place be-i 
tween the heads of the e oraaniutions and 
repre ntatlve of the colle1c. 

"They could be asked to direct their 
members at Fon Hare not• to confuse the 
l>Olitical strua,le out ide the collc1e with 
re. i tance to di c111line anct con tituted 
authority in ide it " 

But the deepe t remedy, say1 the rep0n, 
mu t be 110u1ht in the development of 
cadcmic life, cultural in tinct , port, ocr-
nal fnend hip and all el e that 1oea to 

1118ke up the fabric of a true unlvffllty, I 
1n the life of which p0litics (of whatever 
brand) should be healthy cell in the bodv 
cademlc. not a mali1nant growth, '"tbreai­

enin1 the health and • the very life of 
1 verytbina cl c in that body." 

New ways of Hre more compatihle with 
he tatu of a univer ity in titution are 

For H~re report: 
''politics~' alleged 

l(;ootlnued from Pa1e l). 

ion of the fault on the side of thelcallcd for on the ~1de of the authontie . 

students. inq·~r;;~ t~~;~ ~l!, ~fiti~al c~~f:r n~} ~~e 
..In our opm1on there have bee'n -tudents. ~ut pro~pt and ~ffecuve a tion 

f I d h f h 
to deal wnh all disrespect, m ubordinauon 

au ts an erro~ . on t e P~ rt .o t e • and attack on the Jcaitimate authonuC5 0 
college authontJes, but 1t 1s not ,,he colleac. In ccnain circum tance ,ro 
these alone wpich mu t be amended 1 °~ repeated intim!~atJon should be dealt 
if a healthy atmo phere is to be w1th as an offence. . 
attained. 1 The comm_, 10n re,cct a su11ae~tion that 

.. . . Fort Hare muiht be clo ed and the ;tudent 
We were intormed that an distrihu1ed amon11 the universities that admit 

unhappy ·frame of mind has existed 'non-European. 
among the students for ome con- LEFTIST PROPAC NDA 
siderable time. A ubver ive ele- ··A t<> the pre ent ·tate of r<'li111on m 

ment has been presei:it for years 1 }~~tili~~lei~ ~~ ~:\;e:i:
0
~1 :~~/m~~~e'~n: 

but up to recently Jt has been that there i much indifference and a aood 
manageable. ,deal ,if active hostility toward Christianity 

••A noticeable feature of student among the students 
life is u picion- uspicion of the "There i . on,mc1n11 evidence that lefti 

college authoritie . suspicion_ . of !!!!n~u~~:h ~u:'J~~~~~nda ~:ny b~~e ~'C:~ 
many ( not all) Europeans. susp1c1on I believe. before their arrival at Fort Hare. 
of one another The last-named a and m many case •• "°e are ure, after their 

d
• • • • ·r • 1d arnval." 

mo t tstressmg eature. WO~ A a remedy for anu-C'hri tian feeling, 
cem to be partly due to unwise the comm, ion u11aes1s. fim of all. he 

encouragement of tale-bearing as a ~:;:~~~1~on el}';:;~•11~~iai~~ ~~ic~l~ment ut 
~~n. of control. . The repcn empha i e that 11 1 not in 

M 1strust and d1 re pect have tbe clas room or laboratoric . but m th 

b_eeo focussed recently on the l?~in- ~~:c
1~f t~~i~\~~:

2 
1~!)1 

t~':1 c~~~f a~~~~1~r~ 
capal _an~ Of! the college authorities. of the collcac arc to be f und. 
and at I difficult not to come to ~uaaesuons include new aPPOintmen1 
the conclusion that some at least ran1tin11 from tho e of permanent dean o,. 

f h d b d d 
the one band to rho e of capable genera 

o t e stu ~nt o Y are o~po e to taff of the nature of oorrer and \:are­
al! authonty as authority. We taker on the other amona whom much of 
believe that this i partly due to t~e !0 utmc work of the colle11e could be 

h f . f I . . d' . d1 tnbutcd. 
t. e CO!1. us!on O e~,~tamate 1sc1p- An adequate common room. w:th proper 

1 )me with baas kap. fac1litie.. should be built on 1he campu 

I 
BOOING A o CAT CALL to replace the present inadCQuatc mecuna 
. . place. It hould have a cafeteria and the, 

'.'"fh1s can be . under tood m view . of hour. in which it remained open should 
, r,ohucal and r~e•!!l controver 1es out 1de be "acncrou :· 
the colle11e, but 1t 1 •. none the le harmful The commi 100 say n wa 1mpre sed h) 

I and danaerol! . . either J:on . Hare nor the qualifications and effkienc~ of the 
any other umven1ty an e)[1 t without d1 -, admim tra1hie taft at Fon Uare 
c1pline. but it may be de irablc to modcrni.e "We feel that a sanatorium of say l , 
the rule «;>f the college .. provided that uch bed i an ur11cnt nece ity. the provi on 
~itio~e m~~~ ~cee~~~ce~. pre ent-day con- ~

0
~hich will have to be con idercd very 

"Booin11 .. catcall and ot_hc~ ho_ tile and "One of tht feature of the admini tra-
uncouth "°'· .es ~hen the pn_nc1pal 1 .. pea_k- tion of the colle11c that trm:k u~ mo t 
ml! are qmte intolerable tn a un1vcrs,ty forcibly i the fact that the principal take 
in titution and indeed . should . not be toler- a colos al amount of the WQrk and re pon­
ated. . Even worse. 11 possible. are the sibilil on hi own shoulder ," add the 
d1 austmg anonymous letters and lampoon repcrt.·-Sapa, 
that are Posted un on not1cc-board . 

"The easy recour e to bo colts and other 
form. of direct a tion are also to bel 
deprcca t ed." 

I 
·1 he report says mu h of th1 on of 

thing may be explained tbo111h not ex~·u ed 

1 
by the. failure at _time or the colle11e 
authorit,e to reco11m c le11t1mate reque t I 
or their . Jowne s in implementing those J 
which are acce.1>tablc-and in recent week 
by errors of jud11_mcnt i.uch a the circular 1 

a ·king i;tudent. virtually to 111form on one • 

=~~~~r, w~ i~~~u~~r ap~~t~~-" "on ethical I 

! 
Yee the student attitude i none the le,·, 

inherently bad, and make haPP> universit~ 
life imoossible. the commi ion found. , 

The commi sion feel the student at Fort'., 
Hare have some tran11e misconceptions of i , 
uni,·ersity freedom, demanding a licence far I , 
in exce of anythinr prcvailina at European• 
universities. 

The exa11gerated n • or If-importance 
of the ·tudents shown in corre pondence 
~tween the Students' Repre ntauve Council 
and' the College Senate "i perhaps due to 
the feeling that the colle11c mu t be looked 
upon as being the vanguard of the political 
and racial struggle." I 

All Studentli.' Repre entathc Councils mu t ! 
at times be prepared to take "no.. as an ' 
answer to their reque ts but "at thl' . ame 
time we would urae that those in authorit~ 
hould not Jightl turn down tudcnt ' 

reque lll as unrea onnble.'' 
The commi ion suggc ts that the con titu­

tlon of the S.R.C. at l ort Hare hould be' 
broulht a clo I into conformity as 
p0 Ible wJth the con titution of imilar 
bodi in other univ nity in titution m the 
Union .. ht 
allo 

• ·.. - M. ~ -
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After Fort 
Hare 

JT has to be confessed that 
the report of the commis­

sion of inquiry into Fort Hare. 
a summary of which appeared 
in our columns. makes sad 
reading. It is sad for many , 
reasons. not the le~st because 
various people will take ex­
tracts from the report to use 
them for their own purposes. 
Enemies both on the extreme 
right and on the extreme left 
will s ize on pas ages to prove 
their preconceived theses. 
What may be forgotten is the 
middle path chosen by the 
Commission-a path which at 
the same time cannot but raise 
q u e s ti o n s of fundamental 
importance for every thinking 
South African. 

What has happened at Fort 
Hare and will happen there are 
a test of the theory to which 
mo t South Africans adhere 
about the need for the various 
races being educated in th ir 
o n areas in their own way. 
Here at Fort Hare ju" t this 
very thing was being done. Yet 
can it be said that it has 
worked? We ask this question 
not because of the remarks of 
the Commission ahout drin~dng 
and adultery and the lack of 
the Christian spirit on the part 

, of some students at Fort Hare; 
the same remarks could be 
made, no doubt, about many 
other seats of learning which 

, house young people of the same 
age. On the surface, it would 
seem, Fort Hare has had every 
reason to be a success. If the 
system of government appeared 
to be paternalistic. that is in 

- accord not only with mis­
ionary tradltJon but with the 

whole South African attitude 
owards Native education and 
ven all Native living. 
What seems clear is that 
hatever reforms are intro­
uced, not only Fort Hare but 
11 other rative institutions for 

higher learning are going to 
continue to be the target 

a 
the same cannot but ap 1 

to the ative institutions Pa~ 
well. 

. How best can this be canal­
ised 3:nd controlled? The 
Commission has made many 
valuable recommendations to 
that end. not the least bein 
the resumption of Itnk wttt 
Rhodes University. This is 
~Pfrtant, because at iv: j . . ... . - ... 

I . ,. " - .... . 

hi 
ru u1e "a 

e ple of the tradition of the iis 
White University, the rative n. 
institution cannot help but be ! 
a place of f ermentlng develop- XI 
ment. It is important that they eet· 
be shown the need for blend- i 1 

ing freedom and responsibility. 0 

Otherwise. if left on their ~r 
own, ative institutions for lt 
higher education will present o 
authority with problem after 
problem. 

To those who read as they F 
run, the Fort Hare incident ·e 
casts far shadows into the 
future. Here is one small l ld 
tution n its own, which ha n 
all these difficulties of resvon :,, 
ibility and control. Multiply 1 
that institution ten thousand ie 
times into a Native area, on its te 
own, with its own doctors and 
teachers and its own leaders, ,o 
which is the sincere dream of d 
so many people. May not that 0 

dream become ::1 nightmare? 0 

May not the larger area become le 
the target of the "political U 
struggle," just as the smaller e 
unit was? Will not the problem 
of freedom and responsihility ,e 
be magnified a thousand times? d, 

These are sobering thoughts. re 
Both in the institution and in :> 
the area. the issue of freedom t 
with responsibility is difficult t 
because of the Natives' lack of t 
tradition in this particular kind 
of thing. It is all the more 
necessary that links, powerful 
links. be retained with them. h 
Non-European students at 
White universities inheri\ that n 
tradition. It is harder to give 
it. to non-European students at 
their own institutions. On that 
one issue, the blending of free­
dom with responsibility among L 
non-European students, the 1 
prospective leaders of their , 
communities, may depend the 1 
whole future not only of apart­
heid or segregation. but living 
itself in South Afr.lea . 
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FORT HARE: DRINI( AND 
IMMORALITY CONDEMNED 

JOHANNESBURG, Thursday. 

REPORTING a "disquieting amount of immorality and drinking" at Fort Hare 
Native University College, the Commission of Inquiry appointed after the 

College was closed on May 11 suggests the elimination of the relics of the mission­
ary high school past and the College's transformation into a modern university 
institution. "It may seem as if ·we have Fort Hlre, and in many cases, 

The report of the Commis- dealt at undue length and with we are sure, after their arrival. 
· h · h d th unseemly frankness on the faults "All the usual leftist ideas of 

swn, W IC was un er e of th~ students; but we feel that religion being the opiate of the 
chairmanship of Professor J. the present atmosphere is not masses are found, combined with 
P. Duminy and had Professor merely unpleasant but dangerous African rationalist views of the 
M. C. Botha and Dr. E. H. in the extreme. It struck us at missionary as the agent of the 

times as being a spirit of evil so conqueror, and traces of the crude 
Brookes as the other members, strong as to be almost visible and rationalism popular 50 years ago 
makes a detailed survey of tangible ;_ a foe to all that is and now to a large extent dis­
conditions leading to troubles normal, sane and creative, like credited in intellectual circles." 
at Fort Hare, and suggests the evil possessions recorded in 
many changes which might the New TeStament. Anti-Christian 

di • "It may well lead to the utter 
lead to better con tions. destruction of Fort Hare, and it 

"Perhaps the most important 
single item in the report is the re­
commendation that the men's 
hostels should be transferred to 
the College and be placed under 
College wardens, the churches ap­
pointing not wardens but chap­
lains who will be asked to admin­
ister discipline," says the com­
mission. 

Faults Of College 
In addition to criticising the 

attitude of students, the report 
says there were also faults on be­
half of the College authori.ties. It 
refers to politics at the College, to 
a lack of Christian spirit, to good 
relations in classrooms, and to 
drinking and immorality, ameng 
other matters. 

Fort Hare was opened in 1916 
with an enrolment of 20 students 
and with "a kindly paternalism, a 
concentration of powers in the 
hands of the principal and an 
interpretation of discipline on high 
school rather than university 
lines." 

The report says: "Part of the 
present difficulties arise from the 
fact that the College has outgrown 
the system so admirably suited to 
those earlier years, so unsuited to 
the present day. 

Strong Reaction 
The closing of the College in 

May produced very strong re­
actions among former students 
and non-European leaders gener­
ally. "We wonder whether the 

. symbolic value of Fort Hare to 
the African and other sections of 
the community has been ade­
quately appreciated. 

"Old students, who occupy a 
very distinguished place in non­
European society and do muc_h to 
mould its opinion, are pecuharly 
sensitive to anything which makes 
For.t Hare appear less in status 
than a true university should. 
Recent events, whether justified 
or not, have deeply wounded this 
sensitivity. 

"We were informed that an un­
happy frame of mind. has existed 
among the students for so~e con­
siderable time. A subversive ele­
ment has been present for years 
but up.. to recently it ha.a been 
manageable. 

Students Suspicious 
"A noticeable feature of student 

life is suspicion-suspicion of the 
College authorities, suspicion of 
many (not all) Europeans, sus­
picion of one another, (The last­
named, a most distressing feature, 
would seem to be p~rtly due to 
unwise encouragement of tale­
bearing as a means of co11trol.> 

is for this reason that we hope 
the Council will give full consid­
eration to our somewhat drastic 
proposals for reform." 

Discussing political and racial 
factors at the College, the O:>m­
mission says probably the major­
ity of the students arc not active 
members of any political organi­
sation. 

Divided Allegiance 
"Those who do belong as mem­

bers to political groups are 
divided in their allegiance. Some 
belong to the youth movement of 
the African National Congress, 
some to the S.O.Y.A. <Sons of 
Young Africa), the junior branch 
of the All-African Convention. 
There is reason to believe that 
S.O.Y.A. has the upper hand at 
the moment and has exercised 
considerable infiuen-::c on the 
student body. In so far as there 
is any inner circle stimulating 
students to an attitude ,:,f resist­
ance to authority, it is almost 
certainly to be sought in these 
political groupings. 

"We wonder if it might not be 
possible for informal discussions 
to take place between the heads 
of these organisations and repre­
sentatives of the College who 
might be personm gratlll to them. 

Political Struggle 
"One could not ask the organi­

sations not to stand for their 
principles, but they could be 
asked to direct their members at 
Fort Hare not to confuse the 
political struggle outside the Col­
lege with resistance to discipline 
and constituted authority inside 
it." 

The Coll\ffiission rejects a sug­
gestion that Fort Hare might be 
closed and the students distri­
buted among the universities that 
admit non-Europeans for two 
reasons:-

First, that it would be most 
regrettable even to contemplate 
the closing of the College; and, 
second, because it is vittually cer­
tain that all the students would 
be debarred by financial consid­
erations from going to the other 
universities, even should there be 
class-room and hostel accomml)­
datio.p. for them available there. 

Religion 
".A~ to the present state of 

religion in . the College, we must 
record _our impression, f ortifled by 
the evidence of many witneHes 
that there is much indifferenc~ 
and a good deal of active hostility 
towards Christianity among the 
students .... 

"There. is convincing evidence 
that. leftist and rationalist pro­
paganda has been spread among 
the students; in many cases we 
believe, before their arrlvai at 

As a remedy for anti-Christian 
feeling, the Commission suggests 
first of all, the complete elimina­
tion of the element of compulsion 
from religious services. 

"In the second place we urge 
that as far as possible the asso­
ciation betwe(m the teaching and 
preaching of religion and respon­
sibility·. for diacipline among the 
students be broken. 

"We would plead that Fort 
Hare do everything in its power 
to encourage co-operation with 
Rhodes University, with which it 
is especially affiliated. We deeply 
deplore the foolish action of the 
students in breaking off relations 
with Rhodes University." 

Law And Commerce 
The Commission says law and 

commerce are two departments 
which should be given early en­
couragement. The institution of 
a law ·chair is long overdue and 
the time is ripe for the introduc­
tion of commerce. These two 
activities would broaden the 
range of interests of the students. 

"We also feel that such 
elements of the tutorial system 
as may be possible with the pre­
sent small staff should be intro­
duced, and testing or examination 
carefully watched to reduce the 
amount of mere memorising done 
by students, and to encourage 
original thought." 

The Commission expresses 
regret that drama at Fort Hare, 
"if not dead, seems to be in a. 
coma." 

Music Necessary 
Music, too, should play a far 

greater role at Fort Hare than 
it does, as music is an African 
gift. It suggests that the best 
way of giving music its proper 
place in the College would be to 
establish a chair of music, to 
teach music as a major subject 
for the B.A. degree. 

The Commission expresses the 
hope that the Council will also 
favourably consider the creation 
of a department of physical 
education, whose head would also 
be in charge of the necessary 
amenities which should include a. 
gymnasium to start with and a 
swimming bath at a later stage. 
-(S.A.P.A.) 

come o t e o me 
at least of the student boys are 
opposed to all authority as ~ut~­
ority. We believe that this 1s 
partly due ~o . t~e con~usion of 
legitimate d1sciplme w1th baas-
skap. 

"Neither Fort Hare nor any 
other university can exist wi_thout 
disci:vline, but it may be desirable 
to modernise the rules of the 
College: provided that such as are 
still necessary in present-day con­
ditions must be enforced. 

Boycotts 
0 The easy recourse to boycotts 

and other farms of direct action 
are also to be deprecated. 

.. Much of this sort of thing may 
be explained, though not excused, 
by the failure at times of ~he Co~­
Ieae ,authorities to recognise legi­
timate requests or their slowness 
in implementing those which are 
acceptable; and in recent weeks 
by errors of judgment such as the 

1 circular asking students virtually 
to inform on one another - a 
circular which on ethical grounds 
we cannot approve - yet the 
student attitude is none the less 
inherently bad, and makes happy 
university life impossible." L 

Self-Importance 
The report says the Commission ~ 

feels the students at Fort Hare1 
have some strange misconceptions i 
of university freedom, demanding 
a licence far in excess of anything · 
prevailing at European univer- 1 

sities. 
The exaggerated sense of self- 1 importance of the students shown 

in correspondence between the 
Students Representative Council 
and the College Senate " is per­
haps due to the feeling that the 
College must be looked upon as 
being the vanguard of the political 
and racial struggle." 

The students stressed freedom 
of speech in their evidence. But, 
says the report, a legitimate claim I 
to freedom of spe.ech must be 
recognised only subject to certain 
conditions. 

' Shouted Down i 

Students taking an unpopular 
line at student meetings tended to 
be shouted down or, if they were 
given a hearing at the time, per- ' 
secuted afterwards as "sell-outs,"~ 
says the report. It adds that 
''sell-out" was the most devastat­
ing term in the present-day voca-
bulary at Fort Hare. l 

"There is much intolerance V' 
among students and unfortunately 
a considerable lack of moral 1 

courage on the part of the ., 
students generally. i 

.. We notice a very strong ten- f 
dency on tre part of the students 
to place the emphasis on examin~- n 
tions and degrees, and what these 
will bring in the way of material i: 
advancement, to the exclusion of 
the social and cultural side of 
educe,tion. 

l'l 
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BOSE ATMOSFEER 
l(AN FORT 

HARE VERNIETIG 
-Ondersoekkommissie 

JOHANNESBURG. 
DIE bose atmosfeer by die Fort Hare-universiteitskollege kan maklik 

lei tot die algehele vernietiging van Fort Hare en daarom hoop 
die kommissie dat die raad volle oorweging sal kenk aan die eitwat 
ingrypende voorstelle tot hervorming, lui die verslag van die kommissie 
van ondersoek wat aangestel is om ondersoek te doen na die toestande 
by die Fort Hare-universiteitskollege vir naturelle. Die kollege is op 
11 Mei vanjaar tydelik gesluit. ~ 

Die kommissie wat ondersoek pas. Hulle is in aanraking met die 
ingestel het, was onder voorsitterskap leiers van hul organisasie en word 
van prof. J. P. Duminy met prof. dcur hulle be"invloed." 

I
M. C. Botha en dr. E. H. Brookes Dit is moontlik dat hierdie leters 
as ander lede. j die ongelukkige beleid volg om Fort 

Die kommissie se lede meld dat Hare te gebruik as die spiespunt in 
, hullc vocl dat daar 'n verontrustende die nasionaJe politieke stryd, aldus 

mate van immoraliteit en drankmis- die verslag. 
bruik by Fort Hare is. Skynbaar 
word hiermce nie wyslik gehandel 
nie deurdat die reels onredelik en 

NODIGE MAATREELS 

onpraktics is. Dit is dikwels hinder- Die moontlikheid van samespre­
lik vir diegene van goeie gedrao. Dit , kinge tussen hierdie leiers en ver-
1s verkecrd om studente te :Crban teenwoordigers van die kollege word 
omdat hullc net aan drank geproe I genoem. ,,Hulle kan gevra word om 
het. maar aan die anderkant word I bu! lede op Fort Hare in te lig om 
~evoel dat die bestaan van hierdie I nie die poli6eke stryd buite die kol­
groot euwels nie 'n saak is om gelate l lege met weerstand teen dissipline en 
te aanvaar nie. gesag binne die kollege te verwar 

,,Net so is die baie sterk antt- nie." 
christelike gevoel wat ons Jammer I Fort Hare moet voortbestaan en 
was om by die kollege aan te tref, uit die aard van die saak kan am, 
'n euwcl wat erken moet word ~n ' politieke moeilikhede nie uitgesJuit 
waarvoor doeltreffende genees~,1~- word nie, maar ingrypende maat-
del5 g~vm~ nJoct word. maar d1t_ 1s reels is beslis nodig om die veilig-
dmdehk me . n_ s~a_!c vir amptelt~c heid en geluk van die inrigting to 
aandag of d1ss1pl10ere oprrede me. verseker. Onder hierdie maatreels 

. Die kornmissie was jam!ller om te is verandering in personeel en 
vmd hoeveel klem deur die studentc metodes. Die owerheid moet 'n be-
op ~riewe gele ~ord «;n hoe sel~e Jeid volg wat meer ooreenkom met 
dank en waardenng u1tgespreck is. die status van 'n universiteit. 
Meer gcleenthe1d moet aan die na-
turelle gcgee word om hulself te Die kommissie verwerp 'n aanb~-
hclp. . studente verdeel moet word onder d,e 

. . . universiteite wat nie-blankes toelaaL 
Opvoedkund1~ was die prent11c.- In die eer te plaas sal dit jammer 

hclderder In die klaskamers was be- w ct· k II t I ·t • 
trek kinge gelukkig vriendelik en stu- I _ees om Ie O ege . e s UJ en 1!1 
dente bet hard gcwerk. I die lY._'eede plaas_ , al ~Jc stud~nte Ult 

geldehke oorwegmge me na die ander 
BOSE ATMOSFEER universiteite kan gaan nie. 

Die bose atmosfeer kan maklik lei KLEM GEU 
tot die algchele vernietiging van Fort 
Hare en daarom hoop die kommissic Die kommissie le klem op gesonde 
dat die raad voile oorweging .al \'erhoudings tu sen personeel en stu­
sk.cnk aan die ietw~t ingrypende dente op billike kosh1.1isreels, op ge-
voorstelle tot hervorming. sondc verenigings- en sportlewe. 

Die fcit dat die hu_idige ge lag Die verslag meld dat vrywillige 
studente selfs ondcr die naturclle- ' kerkdienste nie goed deur die stu• 
bevolking 'n legte reputasie het, j dcnte bygewoon word nie. 
moet 'n mens ernstig laat dink aan . . . . , 
die erns van die toestand . Daar 1s onversk1l)1ghe1d en . n 

. . groat mate van akt1ewc vyand1g-
D1e vcrslag meld dat die tudente hcid teenoor die Christendom. 

noodwe_ndig _b_ei"nvloed _moc~ word Ook i-. daar getuienis dal links-
deur die poht1~ke _ontw1~kehngc e_n gc inde en ra. ionalistie"e propa 7 

I 
ras ·espannmge _in die Ume, deur die ~anda onder die studcntc verspret 
geyolge van die _aanname van _ yer- 1· in baie gevalle voor hulle aan-
sk1llende benadermgc van poht1eke koms by Fort Hare, maar in baie 
e~ ras evraagstu~ke _net anderkant gevalle ook daarna . Die gewone 

I die grense e_n me mtnder me deur l:nksge inde gedagte dat gods-
d!c v_erande_nnge wat v~rder weg ~P dicns die opium van die mas,;as is, 
h1erd1e gcb1ede plaasvind soos in gekombincer met die ra ionalistiese 
Nigerie en lndie. uitkyk van die naturcl dat die 

I Die studente moet die gclecntheid scndeling_ die agent _van die ver• 
be om hierdic onderwerpe te he- owcraar 1s. word gevmd. 
spreek, maar dit is nie die ge kikte 
plek om propaganda vir party-poll• 
tieke doeleindes te maak nie. 

JEUGBEWEGl1 'G 
Die kommi ie ts van mcning dat 

die meesLe studente waarskynlik nie 
aktiewe lede van enige politieke orga­
nisasie is nie. Sommige behoort wet 
aan die Jeugbeweging van die African 
National Congrc , ander aan die 
Sons of Young Africa en aan die 
junior tak van die All-African Con­
vention . Daar is rede om te glo dat 
die Sons of Young Africa tans die 
oorhand het en 'n aansienlike in­
vloed op die studenteliggaam uitge­
ocfcn het. 

,.In soverre as wat studente in 
die binneknng tot 'n houding van 
verset teen die owcrheid gestimu­
Jecr word, moet die oorsaak tx!sli 
in hierdie politieke groepcringe ge­
soek word. Ons voe! dat stndente 
na Fort Hare kom met gedagtes en 
tcgnieke wat hullc buite g~leer het 
en wat hulle op die kollege wil toe-

A~ oplossin!? word aan die hand 
gedoen dat alle verpligting in die 
bywoning van god dienste uitge-
kakel word, aangesieo hierdie 

di nste vu baie sl udentc 'n bespot­
tiog geword het 

Die helcid moet wees om moed 
in die harte van die Christelike 
studcnte te plaas sodat hulle vir 
hulle gc)oof sal veg en die propa­
gandi•-te van ongeloof op die er• 
dediging sal plaas . 

Die kommissie doen ook verskeic 
aanbevelings io verband me~ l.:os­
huisaangelcenthede -(Sapa .) 
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Bevindinge Oor 
Fort Hare 

D IE verslag van die kommissie 
van ondersoek na toestande 

in die naturellekollege Fort Hare 
i een van die mees bedroewende 
stukkies leesstof wat in lange tyd 
vcrs yn bet. Die beeld wat die 
k.ommissie voorskilder: verset teen 
gesag. anti-Christelikbeid, agter­
dog - onderling en jeens die 
blankes - ontug en cfrankmis­
bruik dui daarop dat die kollege 
'n sick inrigting geword ~t. on­
bekwaam om die doel te dien 
waarvoor dit daar i , naamlik die 
opvoeding van jona nie-blankes 
tot verantwoordelike diens in hul 
ei g meen kappe. 

Dit i baie duidelik dat die ver­
naamste gebr k by Fort Hare se 

udente 'n on~oldoende begrip 
n die noodsaaklikheid van tua 

. In bierdie opsig sluit baie 
n die udent h1,1lle blykbaar 

by di aaitatorgroep ond r die 
be taapde nie-blanke lei rskorps 
aan. Ott was nie altyd so nie. 
Rinne die tamverband en volaens 
die amwett soo deur die tam­
hoofd toegepa , wa die natu­
relle van di verlede 'n wet • 
hoor me wtk. Die Jona oatu­
relle huidige afk r van tug 
en wetmatigh id i nl 'n ou ver• 

I ni . Dit hou verband met 
af takebn van die stamv r­

en die aateruitgana van die 
saa. Dit preek d111 van-
t. • • teen hierdie 

e v rset op­
in di eerste 

pdjnk moet word aan 'n 
el en uitbouina van die ver-
oordelike a. Daar-

het die I lu tia 
&io, in die eerste plaa 

die herio elling van verant­
rdelike amowerhede en in 
tweede plaa deur 'n borvor­

an die naturelle-onclerwys-
M et die libera-

tee van die tam-
by, are pan 

erk· ur 
elset hul bea 

heeltemal en die 
naturell ge p 'o wett 
prol tariaat word, want die 
naturene op Fort Hare h t I 
aOAD1U ptoon dat di 
min van blaate aesaa ba 
vonn hou. 

bl 
van die tre 
~ra r die 
wett loos , dan 
w hulle dit in 'n opsi1 
r ptree s. W t at~ die uitwer­
king op die gemoed van ~na 
n ten 

a 

 

 



Ko,nmissie . Was Geskok 

G.E.ES AAN FORT HAR.E: 
G.EV AARLII( - .EN 

·UIT.ERS ONAANGENAAM 
IE gees aan die Naturellekollege Fort Hare is nie net 

onaangenaam nie, maar uiters gevaarlik, verklaar 
~ die kommissie wat ondersoek ingestel het na die on• 
langse moeilikhede by die inrigting. 

,,Dit het ons soms getref as 'n hose gees wat so 
Flterk is dat dit byna sigbaar en tasbaar word - 'n 
vyand van alles wat normaal en gesond en skeppend is, 
soos die besetenheid waarvan die Nuwe Testament 
praat. Dit kan wel tot die algehele vernietiging van 
Fort Hare lei." 

Die kommissie is verontrus 
oor die terk anti-Christelike 
gevocl onder die studente, en 
betreur die politieke agi tasie 
wat daar plaasvind. Die indruk 
word gewek dat die studente 
die kollege bcskou as die 
speerpunt van die politieke en 
rassestryd van die naturelle in 
Suid-Afrika. 

Die voorsitter van die kom­
missie was prof. J. P. Duminy, 
Prof. M. C. Botha en dr. E. H. 
Brookes was die ander lede. 

Die kommissie het bevind dat 
'n deel van die huidige moeilik­
hede voortspruit uit die feit 
dat die kollege gegroei het uit 
die ou voogdystelsel wat in 
1916 ingestel is. ,,Ons wonder 
of die sim boliese waarde van 
Fort Hare vir die naturelle be­
hoorlik besef word". 

geen vnantwoordelikheid nie. 
Die studente moet aangemoedig 
word om eie inisiatief te toon. 

Uiters Gevaarlik 
Aan die opvoedkund1ge kant 

lyk sake beter. In die klas­
kamers is die betrekkinge goed 
en werk di studente oor die 
algemeen hard. 

,,Dit kan miskien voorkom 
asof ons te veel en te openhar­
tige aandag aan die foute van 
die studente skenk, maar on11 
voe! dat die huidige atmosfeer 
nie net onaangenaam is nie, 
maar uiters gevaarlik. 

,,Dit het ons ·soms getref as 
'n hose gees wat so sterk ii, 
dat dit byna sigbaar en tasbaar 
word - 'n vyand van alles wat 
normaal, gesond en skeppend 

Teen Aile Gesag 
• is, soos die besetenheid waar-

iii_ Die kommissie was geskok 
~pe h:¥ Jlgterkom hoe erg die 
gees by 14"'ort Hare werklik is. 
'n Ongelukkige geestesgesteld-

~hei~ bestaan geruime tyd reeds 
onder die studente. Daar was 
reeds jare lank 'n ondermynen­
de element, maar tot onlangs 
was dit beheerbaar. Opvallend 
is die agterdog wat bestaan -
agterdog teen die kollege-ower­
heid, agterdog teen baie ( maar 
nie alle) blankes en agterdog 
teenoor mekaar. 

Bi J:\ie houding teenoor die 
blanke is in Suid-Afrikaanse 
:o~ti~av·ct.ighede v~rstaanbaar, en 
d1t 1s deel van die obsessie met 
die stryd om vryheid en poli­
tiek in die algemeen. 'n Men~ 
kom tot die gevolgtrekking ifa t 
minstens sommige van die stu­
dente teen alle gesag gekant 
is. Die kommissie glo dat dit 
(!eels te wyte is aan 'n ve1'\var-
ing tussen wettige dissipline 

en baasskap. 

Hierdie gevoel kan veri:itaan 
word in die lig van politieke 
en rasse-twiste buite die kol­
lege, maar is nietemin skadelik 
en gevaa.rlik. Onbehoorlike ge­
drag wanneer die hoof van die 

' kollege die studente toespreek, 
kan aan 'n universiteit 11ie ge• 
duld word nie. Nog erger -
as dit moontlik sou wees - is 
die nare naamlose briewe en 
spot-gedigte wat op die kennis­
gewingborde aangebring _word. 

Losbandigheid 
Dit is ook jammer dat daar 

so maklik gegryp word na 'n 
boikot en ander vorms van reg­
streekse optrede. Dit is so dat 
die kollege-owerheid nie altycl 
wettige versoeke erken nie, en 
soms aanneemlike versoeke 
stadig tgemo t kom; en daar 
was ook oordeelsfoute soos die 

van die Nuwe Testament praat. 
Dit kan wel tot die ·algehele 
vernietiging van Fort Hare 
lei, en dit is om hierdie rede 
dat ons hoop dat die raad ons 
enigsins drastiese voorstelle vir 
hervorming goed sal oorweeg. 

,,Die feit dat die huidige ge­
slag van studente aan Fort 
Hare vir hulself 'n slegte naam 
buite verwerf, selfs onder die 
naturelle, dwing 'n mens om 
baie ernstig te dink oor die 
bedenklike toestand aan die 
kollege.'' 

~artypolitiek 
Die politieke en rassespan• 

ning in die land moet nood­
wendig in die kollege weer­
spieel word. Die studente moet 
ook g.craak word deur wat in 
nie-blanke ;lande elde1's plaas­
vind. • • 

Hierdie dinge sal bespreek 
word, en dit is moeilik om te 
verseker dat sulke besprekings 
objektief en akademies bly, 
.. maar ten spyte van wat aan 
ander universiteit~ geduld kan 
word, is dit na ons mening 
heeltemal vcrkeerd dat 'n uni­
versiteit gebruik sal word as 
die speerpunt in 'n party­
politieke stryd, of selfs beskou 
saJ. word as die gepaste plek 
vir partypolitieke propaganda". 

Die kommissie sal graag 'n 
beter voeling tussen studente 
en personeel buite die klas­
kamer sien. 

Daar is studente wat reeds 
vol politieke idees na die kol• 
lege kom. Hulle word be­
invloed deur mense en orgl!l.ni• 
sasies buite die Universiteit. 
Die kommissie wonder of die 
leieri, van buite-organisasies ni& 
gevra moet word om hul lede 
aan die Universiteit aan te st\ 
om die politieke stryd buite nie 
te verwar met verset teen dis­
sipline en gesag binne die kol• 

I 
feitlik 
orn m 

: . . .• .• . · 

die h 
·- -r'" .. ""I . - -- · - - '- · ~ - - . - - - - ... - • - .,, 

s1~seh 
geluk 
moontli . 

Die studente het snaakse op­
vattinge omtrent universitere 
vryheid en maak aanspraak op 
'n losbandigheid wat aan 
blanke universiteite nie be­
staan nie. Die studente dink 
glad te veel van hulself. 

,,Dit is miskien te wyte aan 
die gevoel dat die kollege be­
skou word as die speerpunt van 
die politieke en rassestryd". 

Hoewel studenterade bereid 
moet wees om soms hul vcr­
soeke afgewys te sien, ka '"• die 
universiteitsowerheid dif.. Stu­
denteraad van Fort Hare 'n 
status gee wat meer vergelyk­
baar is met die aan blanke uni­
v,rsiteite. Die studente eis vir 

1 hulself vryheid van spraak, 
. maar gun dit nie maklik aan 

mede-studente \,:at 'n ongewilde 
, standpunt huldig nie. 

An ti-Christelik 
Daar is ongelukkig baie on­

~ verdraagsaamheid onder die 
e studente en 'n aansienlike ge­
J. brek aan sedelike moed. Die 
,i studente moet nie politieke en 
i rassekwessies in alle bespre­
- kings invoer nie, en die ower-
1. ·heid het die reg om te verwag 
~• dat die studente hulle matiger 
1 

sal uitlaat. 

t Een swaarmoedige student 
het aan die kommissie gese : 

,,Die studente stel hoofsaak­
lik belang in politiek, hoerery 
en drank." Die kommissie voel 

. dat daar onrusbarend baie on-
sedelikheid en drinkery in die 
kollege is. Die owerheid tree 
nie altyd ver tandig op met sy 
reels nie, maar dit is nie sake 
wat gelykmoedig beskou kan 
word nie. 

,,Ook is die baie sterk golf 
, van anti-Christelike gevoel wat 

ons tot ons spyt in die kollege 
aangetref het, 'n euwel waar­
van kennis geneem moet word, 
en waarteen stille en doeltref­
fende· maatreel.s ontwerp moet 
word, maar dit is nie in die 
eerste plaas 'n kwessie waar­
van ampteli~ kennis geneem 
of waarteen dissiplin@r opge­
tree moet word nie." 

Dit het die kommis11ie seer­
gemaak om te sien hoe bai~ 
die atudente op griewe teer en 
hoe min dank en waardering 
da.ar by hulle 11. Oie studente 
kla dikwels dat hulle nie met 
hul eie aake vertrou word nie 
maar te dikwels aanvaar hull~ 

e ma.atrei!ila 
are teen die 

politieke agitaf.ie 
te beskerm. Die kommissie 
meen da.t geprobeer moet word 
om politieke belangstellings 
met kulturele belangstellings ta 
vervang. 

Die kommissie verwerp die 
gedagte dat Fort Hare gesluit 
moet word en sy studente on­
der die gemcngde universite1te 
versprei moet word. 

As teenmiddel vir die anti­
Christelike gevoel doen die 
kommissie aan die hand dat 
verpligte godsdiensoefeninge af­
geskaf word. Vir baie students 
het dit reeds 'n spotterny ge­
word. 

Die Kerk kry die skuld vtr 
die meeste dinge wat verkeerd 
gaan en die leke-afdeling die 
krediet vir' die meeste dinge 1 

waarmee die studente tevrede 
is. 

Die kommissie beveel aan 
dat die Christelike studenle 
aan die Universiteit bemoedig 
moet word. Dit sal hulle help 
om minder eensaam te voel as 
wat vandag die geval aan Fort 
Hare is. 

Rhodes 
Omstandighede aan die kol­

lege kan verbeter word. Die 
kommissie voel bv. dat dit 'n 
bietjie hard is dat baie 1tu­
dente nie matrasse kry nie. 

Die studente kla baie oor die 
kos, maar die lede van die kom­
missie kan hierdie klagte nie 
deel nie. Miskien moet per­
soneellede sa am met die stu• 
dente dieselfde kos eet. 

Die kommissie wil veral 
graag sien dat daar noue be­
trekkinge met die Universiteit 
Rhodes moet wees. Hy betreur 
die dwase verbreking van be­
trekkinge tussen die studente 
van Fort Hare en die studente 
van Rhodes, waarvoor eer!• 
genoemdes verantwoordelik is. 

Die komrnissie voel dat 'n 
regs- en handelsfakulteit aan 
die Universiteit aangemoedig 
moet word. 
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S,uuhay Witttrn 
JOHAN'SESBURG, 

SEPTEMBER 4. 19J5. 

PROBLEM OF 
I FORT HARE, 
EARLIER this year, a 

Government - appoipted 
committee of inquiry reported 
frankly that there were for­
midable objections, ch i e fl y 
financial, to a general policy 
of segregation in higher edu-

1 cation in the Union. After 
i1reading the report, Nationalist 

1 
spokesmen, with equal frank­

I ness, said they were "dis­
appointed" with the findings. 

j Within a month or two. the 
question of racially ~xclusive 
uni ver i ties cropped up in 
another form. On May 11 
South Africa's on I y non­
European u n iv e rs i t y, Fort 

I 
Hare, was summarily closed 
down and the students were 

I sent home. Thev have since 
been readmitted after "screen~ 
ing." 

Another committee of im1uiry 
was then appointed-this time 
not to investigate the theory 
of university segregation. but 
to discover what had gone 
I wrong with it in practice. The 
report of this committee was 
produced, with commendable 

' speed, last week. 
Fort Hare is what the 

Nationalists would probably 
call an "apartheid university.·• I 

I 
It admits only Native sb1dents, 

.: men and ,vomen. \Vhen the 
university was shut down in 
May, the Nationalists imme­
diately ru(:hed to its defence 
and pleaded that the trouble 
there did not mean that Fort 
Hare had failed as a model 
for segregated ducation. 

Leaving asjde the question 
whether F o r t H a r e is a 
"model" for segregation, we 
sincerely trust that Fort Hare 
has not failed. It has a long 

I 
and proud record. But the 
committee's report, like the 
findings themselves. are " dis­
quieting.'' The thre members 
of the commission, all promi­
nent educationist"', found evi­
dence of an "anti-Christian" 

I spirit, of "political and racial 
influences," of "evil so ftrong 
as to be almo£t tangible." 

What went wrong at Fort 
Hare? The r e p or t blames 
both the authorities and the 
stud n~ <:. but it makes it only 
too clc~r C1.:tt there was more 
behind the "trouble" at Fort 
Hare than simply official ham­
handedness and student wil­
fulness. The thing strikes 
deeper. It goes to the root­
of the institution itself. For 
many years. Fort Hare has 
done its best to train indivi­
duals to higher skill and wider 
vision. Now, as the report 
declares, "while South Africa 
is a ferment of political and 
racial strife without, Fort 
Hare cannot escape difficulties 
within." 

And that is the heart of 
the matter. How does Fort 
Hare fit into the context of 
pre ent-day South Africa? 

 

 



DIE BUR(iE.R .. - SEP 19)5 

Fort Hare en die Toekoms 
DIE misstande aan Fort buite dat 'n hele reeks van 

Hare wat verlede week s1eklike gemoedstoestande 
onthul is, Iaat opnuut vrae 
ontstaan oor die soort ho~r die waarskynlikste uitkoms 
onderwys wat in Suid-Afrika 
aan naturelle gegee word. 

Sommige van diegene wat 
hierdie werk doen, praat van 
die hoer onderwys asof dit in 
die lug moet swewe, sonder 
opsetlike verband met die 
heersende politieke en maat­
skaplike strominge in die 
land. In werklikheid natuur­
lik is beheerrade en dosente 
mense van vlees en bloed, 
met min of meer duidelike 
oordele en opvattinge oor die 
maatskappy waarin en waar­
voor hulle werk. Daardie 
oordele en opvattinge bepaal, 
sy dit dan onbewus, die oor­
wegende geestesgesteldheid 
aan die lnrigtlng en die soort 
lewensbeskouing wat aan die 
studente meer of minder 
subtiel oorgedra word. In die 
sin bet elke universiteit 'n 
1deo1ogle, en dit is soms die 
sterkste (omdat dit grootliks 
onbewus is) dAar waar dit die 
heftigste ontken word. 

Die ideologle waaraan 
Suid-Afrika se swart stu­
dente merendeels blootgestel 
1s, 1s 1ntegras1onist1es. Die 
blote saamwees in die ge­
mengde untverslteite werk 
dlt in die hand, maar daarby 
wys ook die grootste deel van 
die bewuste leiding wat aan 
die studente gegee word, dui­
delik in die rigtlng van die 
geintegreerde gemeenskap 
waarin ras en kleur uitein­
delik nie sal tel nie. Bale 
dosente beskou hulself tnder­
daad as hervormers en baan­
brekers op hierdie gebied. 
wat besig Ls om die ouder­
wetse vooroordele van die 
maatskappy as geheel te on­
dermyn en af t breek. 

Wat betaken so 'n Iibera­
listiese universtteltsoplelding 
vir die betrokke naturelle? 
Dat hul gedagtes en ambisies 
en ingebore vryheidsdrang 
op die beskawing van die 
witman gerig word. Dit is 
daar waar hulle moet lnbreek 
om te kan vorder. Dit 1s 
daar waar hul toekoms as 
vrye mense gele~ 1s - langs 
en tussen die blankes. 

Nou spreek dit vanself dat 
sulke beskouinge geweldige 
spanninge in die gemoedere 
van dte swart studente moet 
ontwikkel. Die ideaal wat ge­
kweek word, verskil so ver 
van dle werkllkheid. daat-

is: fanatisme, wanhoop, si­
nisme en ontvlugtlng. En met 
hierdie nare produkte van 
hul voorligting weet die libe­
ralistiese Ieidsliede natuurlik 
geen r~ad nie, want hulle is 
besig om mense voor te berei 
vir 'n soort maatskappy wat 
sander 'n bloedige omwente­
ling in Suid-Afrika 'n her­
senskim moet bly. 

Die vraag 1s of die land 
moet vortgaan om deur mid­
del van hierdie soort univer­
siteitsopleiding onoorbrug­
bare teenstellinge en onop­
losbare spanninge vir horn­
self op te bou. Die enigste 
altematlef wat ons kan sien, 
1s dat 'n ander ideologie as 
integrasie in die hoer onder­
wys vir naturelle tot sy reg 
moet kom. Die jong natu­
relle se drang na vryheid en 
di ens moet bewustelik af ge­
keer word van die witman se 
maatskappy en gekeer word 
op hul ete gemeenskappe en 
,grondgebled. In stede van 
redes te soek waarom aparte 
ontwikkeling onmoontllk is, 
kan die un1vers1te1te hulle 
ewe goed toel~ op die oor­
weldigende red es waarom di t 
moon tl1k moet word, as die ! 
nature! moet vorder en die 
witman vry moet. bly. Ook 
so 'n ideologie is vir die be­
staande orde 1n sekere sin 
ondermynend - watter ge­
leerdheid en ondersoek is dit I 
nie? - maar dit het ten 
minste die voord~el dat se­
kere universiteite • dan nie 
langer besig sal wees om 'n 
onweerstaanbare mag teen 'n 
onbeweeglike voorwerp op te 
bou nie. Hulle sal ook dan 
nog swart studente voorbere1 
vir 'n maatskapy wat nie be­
staan nie, maar waaraan tog 
dadellk opbouend gewerk 
kan word, sonder die dode­
like rassevyandskap wat die 
integrasie-rigting uiteraard 
verwek. 

Dit lyk vir ons noodsaaklik 
vir die toekoms dat llbera­
listiese 1nrigt1nge en dosente 
nie langer die hoer onderwys 
vir naturelle so volkome soos 
in die verlede moet oorheers 
nie. Ons kan dlt nie bekostig 
dat 1n die naam van akade­
miese vryheid ambis1es en 
aptyte van die m,ees· revolu­
slori' re aartl mef keThe?i:Hi'e1d 
ge'Wapen WO?d me. 
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THE FORT HARE REPORT 
THE report of , the three-man committee which 

investigated the situation at Fort Hare is both a 
courageous and a deeply disturbing document. It is 
courageous, because it must have been extremely dis­
tasteful to the members of the committee to pronounce 
the very grave strictures which they felt compelled to 
pronounce on many aspects of the conduct of the students. 
They cannot but have been conscious of the danger that 
much of what they have said may be seized upon by the 
crude advocates of repression to point to the danger of 
educating the Natives at all, except, perhaps for a purely 
subservient utilitarian role in the economic life of the 
country. 

Courage must have t)een required, too, to pass an 
unfavourable judgment on some aspects of the way in 
which the college has been administered, for the members 
of the committee must have been deeply and painfully 
aware t~at they were by implication censuring, however 
gently, people who have devoted themselves to a heavy 
task in which they have had to struggle with heart­
breaking difficulties for little in the way of reward: little 
material reward, and very little, as the situation uncovered 
by the committee reveals, of that intangible reward which 
consi ts in the sense of working fruitfully towards a noble 
end. 

That the report is a deeply disturbing document is 
clear from almost every part of its :ontents. The 
recommendations made by the committee for improving 
the situation all appear to be sound and valuable. But 
the members of the committee probably feel more deeply 
than anybody else that it is likely to be a long time before 
they can produce a radical transformation for the better. 
Indeed, it is possible to feel some pessimism as to whether 
any changes at Fort Hare can do very much to ameliorate 
the situation so long as race relations remain in their 
present unwholesome condition in the country outside. 
Defects in the organisation at Fort Hare itself may have 
made the institution more of a hotbed for forcing the 
growth of some grave ills- than it need have been; but the 
seeds of those ills are sown outside. 

Perhaps the main iesson to be drawn from the report 
is that the policy for Native higher education needs to be 
very carefully thought out, and that it may well be fatal 
to the future of our country to pin faith te, sweeping slogans 
as the basis of such policy. There seems to be no doubt 
that it is the isolation of Fort Hare that is the main factor 
in forcing to unhealthy growth the seeds which have been 
sown by the racial situation outside its walls. As the 
report observes: "Fort Hare is isolated geographically, 
academically, culturally, socially and in the field of 
sporting activity and competition, as wen being 
segregated in the sense that admission is confined to 
non-European students." The fact seems to emerge very 
clearly from the report that isolation and segregation 
actually promote, instead of preventing, the perversion of 
institutions of higher education for non-Europeans into 
spearheads of "the political struggle." 

On the other hand, it would perhaps be rash to 
conclude that any certain remedy is to be found in 
pinning one's faith entirely to the system which obtains 
at Universities like Capetown and the Witwatersrand. If 
that system has workeci well on the whole, it may be due 
in large part to the fact that non-Europeans have not 
been a numerous or conspicuous element in those 
Universities. If they were to become so (and they would 
become so if the system of mixed universities were to 
b~come the s·ole accepted basis for non-European higher 
edtfca:don, since the need for higher education of non­
Europeans is growing and must be met) the evils which 
have been disclosed at Fort Hare might develop in 
another but not less serious form. 

Perhaps the best working system is something like that 
in the University of Natal, where there is a considerable 
measure of segregation, but where . the non-European 
students can at least learn something of what a University 
means for Europeans. It may be that in recommending 
that Fort Hare should continue in being, but that it should 
be more closely linked to Rhodes University, the members 

• had this thou ht in min 
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Fort 
DIE verslag van die kommis-

sie van ondersoek oar die 
toestande by Fort Hare moet 
vir alle negrof iliste 'n pynlike 
ontnugtering wees. Hierdie 

1 mense eis immers dat die 
naturel in een enkele geslag 
dieselfde afstand op die be­
skawingsweg moet afle waar­
voor die blanke meer as hon­
derd geslagte nodig gehad het . 
Volgens die negrofiliste moet 
daar nie rekening met die 
geestelike agtergrond van die 
jong naturelle gehou word nie 

· en moet hulle so spoedig 
moontlik in nagemaakte blan­
kes verander word. 

Die gevolg van hierdie soort 
optrede is nou in Fort Hare 
geopen baar. Die kommissie van 
ondersoek was werklik geskok 
oor die toestande wat daar 

Hare 
heers. In stede van 'n plek 
te wees ,vaar jong naturelle 
kennis deelagtig ko·n word, het 
Fort Hare die toneel van on­
gedissiplineerdheid, brassery 
en onsedPlikheid ueword. Wat 
in Fort Hare gebeur het. is 
natuurlik nie 'n uitsondering . 
nie. In die afgelope paar jaar 
is min of meer soortgelyke 
tonele beleef by sekere kerk­
.skole waar daar ook geprobeer 
word om oorhaastig te werk 
te gaan. 

Hierdie toestande staan in 
skrille kontras tot die wat aan­
getref word op inrigtings wat 
onder die toesig van die Afri­
kaam1e kerke staan. Sulke 
tonele is nog nooit daar afge­
speel nie en wel omdat daar 
met die nature! se aitergrond 
rekening gehou word. 
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Head of Fort 

Prof. C. P. Dent, principal of 
the University College of Fort 
Hare for the last six years, 
whose request to be permitted 
to retire on the grounds of ill­
heal th has been agreed to by 
the governing council of the 
college. The council said it 
appreciated his services and 
regretted that he was unable 
to continue his work for the 
college. The report of the com­
mission of inquiry into condi­
tions at, Fort Hare. which 
found that there ,vas a " dis­
quieting amount of immorality 
and drinking among the 
students as well as a wave of 
anti-Christian feeling," placed 
on record that Fort Hare 
would have to go a long way 
to find a principal of greater 
integrity or with deeper care 
for the students than rofessor 
Dent. " He has never spared 
himself, and those who know 
him well cherish for him, as 
we ourselves do, sentimPnts of 
deep affection and admira-

tion." 
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mally \\ ould be. No~ are 
matt ,rs made any cas1 r by 
oulsid influ •nces. Some of 
this is ,..vcll intentioned but 
much of it is mischievous. 

1 The grca t symbolic v~lue ,

1 
t of Fort Hare in th mmds 
, of the African people has no 
1 doubt given rise to . th~ I 
cxaggera tcd sense of self I 
importance of the ~tt.:d nts 
to which the comm1ss1oners 

\ refer. 
In Fort Ha.re th~ Afri_c~ns I 

sec a fountain wluch y1e lds \ 
forth 1 adcrs and a student 
lh re ha a prestige ~mong \ 
his p oplc wl ich 1s far 
beyond his actual status. I 
All this through 1 o fault of 

\ the stud nts. 

still leaming· 
The nee ssity arises to 

' bring th, student m_ind int.o 
the correct perspective. Th 
accent therefore is on the 
need for a highly capable 
staff especially in the fie~ds 
of s~ciology, political philo­
sophy and religion. 

The Fort Hare studen 
must l am that-1 ik(_! very 
other student - he is only 
karning to bccom a l~ad~r. \ 
But th importanc of h11? 
dedicating hims lf to tlns 
mission is w.ry great. W~cn \ 

I 
he gets that perspective 
right-and there is :10 r_oom \ 
for lie •ntiousne.. in it -1· 
then and only then will _he 

I b a t1 ue student preparing 
1 

to sci v a people in gr at\ 
need. 

lAMOND 'lf..lEUJS ADVER'tl('::r. 
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.A disturbing 
1 report 
I 

{ 11HE _R~PORT . of t~e c?~- 1 

I 
m1ss10n of mquuy m ~o 

the Fort Hare University, 
CuEege is a disturbing docu­
ment. 

'1 he comm~ssioners were 
sho ·ked to find how bad the 
a tmosphcre at the college 
really was and they deal in 
deta{l with the lack of dis­
~ipline. the "very strong 
wave'' of anti-Christian feel­
ing, the strange misconcep­
tions of u iversity freedom, 
the exaggerated sense of 
self-importance of the stu­
d ,nts, th · anti-Europeao 
feeling. the political agita~ 
tion and the "disquieting 
amount of 1mmoral1ty anct 
drinking." 

One s t r , a k of 1 igh t 
relieves th gloom of the 
report: on the educational 
side the picture is brighter. 
Both the staff and the 
stud nts aver that relations 
in the classrooms are happy I 
and friendly and that, in 
general. the students work 
well. 

Their belief 
Clearly a mainspring of 

the trouble is politics and 
th belief of the stude ts 
that the College mu 
looked upon as the van 
of the political and 
struggle. 

There is nothing u 
in studen ls taking a 
interep\ in politics-it 

1 be sti~nge · ~ndeed if 
Jlid not-but it is rid" 
that call(},• ~youths 
c0111e to regard the 
as the vanguard 
political struggle.'· A 
appli s no matter th 

The com ·ssiopers 
impJr a r o m nda tions 
with a view to achieving a 
pr >p r univ rsity atmo-
sph r , nnd, with this, a 
restoration of discipline and 

- of Christian feeling. 
But no matter the sound­

ness of the recommenda­
tions it is likely to take a 
long time to get Fort Hare 
onto a thoroughly healthy 
basis. 

Outside influences 
The African is now going 

through a period of political 
turmoil and this must of 
necessity have a sharp re­
action on student life.· (One 
reflection of this at Fort 
Hare was the confusion of 
legitimate discipline with 
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1:'he . Governing Council 
Unn·ersity Coilei.re f F of the 

• d ~ o on Hare receive a request fro th . . 
of th c 11 m e Pnnc,pal e O ege, Professor C p D 
that he be . • • ent, 

permitted to retire " 
g1ounds of ill health" p f on 
res· • • ro • Dent's ,gna11on was accepted . 

• • • 
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