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CHAPTER 1 ALICE 5700

THE STATEMENT OF PROBLEM

11 Introduction

In an attempt to redress the imbalances of the past, the new democratic order in
South Africa, through its land reform policy, put in place a land reform programme to

give land back to previously dispossessed individuals and groups. Land reform has

three components, land restitut ‘eform and land redistribution. Land
redistribution aims to broaden or the dispossessed by purchasing
white-owned land and transf d to targeted communities. Land
Redistribution for Agricultural .RAD), is the sub-program of land

redistribution which aims at promS¥ljJCultural development for those whose
land was taken folcgfully by i splttgrs. Flhigrgrogram encourages black
commercial farming, food seedrhly andihe alidviation of poverty in rural areas. In so
doing, LRAD aims to promote access to land for agricultural development, create
job opportunities, promote a better life for all the country's citizens, and enable
the beneficiaries’ to be active participants in the country's agricultural economy
(LRAD Manual: 2001).

The LRAD program takes place over two phases: namely, the pre-settiement
phase led by the Department Of Land Affairs (DLA) and the post-settlement
phase led by the Provincial Department of Agriculture (PDoA). The DLA
- purchases land for beneficiaries from white commercial farmers through the
willing-buyer-willing-seller strategy and the PDoA has a mandate of providing

post settlement agricultural support once land has been transferred to

'LRAD beneficiaries are farm-dwellers/ labour tenants, the unemployed, illiterate (people who do not possess the skills to
make them easily employable), women, youth and the disabled, Africans , Indians and Coloureds. Most of these
categories of people are regarded as vulnerable groups in society since most of them rely on government grants to survive.































































CHAPTER 3
THE RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

" 3.1 Introduction

This section discusses the research methodology that was used to conduct this study.
The Research Methodology is a plan of demonstrating how the study is going to
be conducted. '

As previously indicated, the study w selected areas of the Buffalo City
municipality. The Buffalo city was ch its diverse environmental features,
which are both urban and rural in na e for selecting farms/projects in this
area was to ensure that the study : balanced findings that would be

generalisable throughout the district mu' was assumed that those farms in the
urban set-up would have mﬁ)e ngﬁggu&tPrFéw ﬁ{,céads, electricity and easier
methods of drawing water from fiffpsghd SpyERedf-Apposed to the rural set-up which
would lack that kind of infrastructure.

3.2 Research Methodology

This study used the qualitative methodology to collect data. This methodology was
preferred because it provided data about the lived experiences of the beneficiaries who
occupy farms and the meanings they attach to the phenomena being investigated”
Babbie and Mouton (1998). The beneficiaries were the ones talking about their
experiences and therefore data collected was authentic. “Qualitative research is regarded
as a data enhancer since it provides one with an opportunity to expand and interrogate
the information provided unlike quantitative research which is based on reliability and
regarded as a data condenser’ (Newman, 1997:16).

Underlying this methodology is the critical realist epistemological approach which seeks

to explain observable phenomena with reference to the underlying social structures and
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CHAPTER 6
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

6.1 Introduction

The main purpose of the study was to investigate why land reform projects collapse
and become unproductive even though the government has put in place policies to
support them. The study evaluated the post-settlement phase of the land reform program
in selected LRAD projects of the Buffalo City. Role-players in land reform were

consulted to gather information req the findings of these study.

6.2 Conclusions

The major findings indicated that lacrgggFeuvity in LRAD projects/farms was the
result of a number of weaknﬁ%?e in ghet img?lpent%}itﬁ of the land reform program.
These ranged from lack of traintpg jg[ﬁgemrm&;ﬂg%&tgm and running the farm as a
business; lack of supply of inputs, lack of infrastructure, and lack of an implementation
structure with the necessary capacity and skills to coordinate and roll-out the whole
program. For productivity to improve, there is therefore a need to restructure agriculture
in order to eliminate poverty and improve rural life of all South Africans. This
means developing a -new macro-economic policy which would make the
beneficiaries not rely solely on grants from the state, but also become meaningful
‘and effective players in the country’s economy.

In order to ensure that the agrarian reform, in particular the implementation of LRAD
projects, effectively addresses the agrarian question of the dispossessed, “there should
be enough rural economic space and socio-political relations, that creates conditions
for accumulation from below Cousins (2005:10). Based on this view, the following

recommendations are made:
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. What is your level of operation in your department?

. Give the names of other relevant stakeholders working with you in
implementing the programme.

. Which stakeholder is mandated to play a co-ordlnatlng ‘and facilitating
role?

. How often do you mes ir next course of action? Indicate
what exactly do you disc ngs and the outcome.

. In  rolling Pglh /@f. ?W@ft Hﬁi‘ challenges do you
meet?

Togetferinioxcettence

. Do you have enough budget to operate? If not how do you overcome
this?

. What difficulties do you experience with the land reform
beneficiaries?

. Do you give training to beneficiaries? If yes, on
what? '
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