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PREFACE.

« () Cape of Storms! although thy front be dark,
And bleak thy naked cliffs and cheerless vales,
And perilous thy fierce and faithless gales
To staunchest mariner and stoutest bark ;
And though along thy coasts with grief I mark
The servile and the slave, and him who wails
An exile’s lot—and blush to hear thy tales
Of sin and sorrow, and oppression stark :—
Yet, spite of physical and moral ill,
And after all I've seen and suffered here,
There are strong links that bind me to thee still,
And render even thy rocks and deserts dear !
There dwell kind hearts, which time nor place can chill —
Loved kindred and congenial friends sincere.”
PriNcLr's Sonnets.

PeruAPS no colony has been more frequently and variously described than that of the Cape of Good
Hope ; and yet there are few countries, which have been so long under European dominion, less known
and appreciated abroad. Ever since its first occupation by the Dutch, upwards of two hundred years
ago, travellers from almost every country in Europe have visited it, and written books on its remarkable
geographical and geological formation, its rare and rich botany, its teeming zoology, its salubrious
climate, and its fertile soil. Many travellers have also recorded their intercourse with the colonists and
the natives within and beyond the boundaries, giving more or less accurate accounts of the manners and
customs of a greater amalgamation of races and tribes than can be met with anywhere else in the same
geographical compass. The pen has often enough been employed to describe South African scenery and
life, but, hitherto, no worthy attempt has been made pictorially to illustrate the peculiar features and
characteristics of the country and people. True, illustrated books of travel and magnificent works on the
botany and zoology of this southern extremity of the great and mysterious African continent have been
published ; but the former never pretended to be anything more than rough sketches of more than
ordinarily interesting or thrilling encounters with man or beast—often drawn by artists who only
betrayed their utter ignorance of the country and everything in it,—while the latter necessarily confined
themselves to the delineation of individual specimens or simple groups of animal or vegetable life. The
wild and rugged mountains ; the dense forests, with vivid and variegated tints of foliage ; the dangerous
coasts ; the many picturesque beauties of South African scenery ; the towns, villages, and homesteads ;
the means and modes of life and locomotion of those inhabiting them, have never formed the main
purpose of a pictorial work.

The present volur » is the first attempt to supply this deficiency. The artist visited and sketched
every one of the lr .uties in this series with no other object than faithfully to portray scenes, not only in
themselves beautiful and picturesque, but of personal and historic interest to many families in and
beyond the colony.® The title of the work was a sufficient guide to the choice of subjects. With the
exception of the frontispiece, they are all confined to the Eastern Province of the colony and the British
Kaffraria, and are illustrative of the country occupied by the British settlers of 1820, and especially of

* The writer of the accompanying letter-press has also visited almost every one of the scenes depicted ; but, of course, his task has been

a very simple and subordinate one —merely to add a few hints and facts in connexion with the main features and history of the pictorial
illustrations. '
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CAPE POINT.—H.M. STEAMER “BIRKENHEAD.”

Tais is Cape Point, the dreadful “Cape of Storms”—a scene of wild and desolate gran-
deur. The African continent properly terminates in a low, sandy beach, known as the
“ Cape Flats,” which have, during long ages, been thrown up by the two contrary prevailing
winds and the tides, and stretched out into the sea, connecting what was evidently once
an island with the mainland. This island is nothing more than a long, narrow strip of
mountainous coast, stretching right across and beyond the Flats, in form not unlike a
huge pick-axe, the one arm of which, consisting of the Devil’'s Peak, Table Mountain, and
the Lion’s Rump, encloses Table Bay; while the other arm, stretching far out into the
sea, and terminating in the bold precipitous promontory here depicted, forms the one side
of the wide, inviting, but dangerous False Bay. Cape Point, though not the most southerly,
is generally regarded as the extreme end of the continent. On the summit of the outermost
crag, overhanging the sea, a very fine light-house, with very powerful revolving reflectors,
has been erected. Leaning out of one of the windows of the lantern, the awed spectator
gazes straight down into an abyss of dark rocks and tumbling waters, and sees the flash
of the wings, and hears the scream of the sea-fowl, wheeling in the horrid gloom a
thousand feet below. During a strong south-easter the surf breaks, and boils, and roars,
for a mile out to sea, as it dashes with mad fury over the Bellows and other remarkable
rocks.

The artist has very appropriately, in connexion with the scenes which follow, intro-
duced the ill-fated “ Birkenhead,” freighted with five hundred soldiers, on their way to the
Kaffre war, steaming past the Point a few hours before she struck on Point Danger.
The memory of this fearful shipwreck, on the 26th February, 1852, is still fresh in the
minds of all who treasure deeds of daring, courage, and devotion. It is a fitting tribute
to the gallantry of the British army, to picture in a work of this kind the actual scene
of as brave a battle as ever was fought against a worse enemy than man. In Thomson’s
“ Comprehensive History of England” we read:— This vessel was conveying detachments
from several of our regiments to the seat of war, under Lieut.-Colonel Alexander Seton,
of the 74th Highlanders (who had succeeded to the command on the death of Colonel
Fordyce), and had proceeded on her voyage from Simon’s Bay, when she suddenly struck
upon a sunken rock near the shore, off Point Danger. The shock was so tremendous
that the iron plates of the ship’s bottom gave way, the cabin was quickly filled with
water, and it was evident that in a few minutes more the vessel would be engulfed among
the breakers. It was as yet only two o’clock in the morning, with no light but that of
the stars; but in an instant the deck was crowded with the alarmed passengers, and, while
death was imminent, only two of the ship’s boats were available for service. To rush
into the boats, at ';he risk of swamping them, would have been the impulse of the selfish ;
to fling themselves into the sea, in the hope of reaching the shore, but only to sink each
other by their overcrowding, or perish in the breakers, and by the sharks that were on
the alert, would have been the headlong attempt even of the bravest. But nothing of the
kind in either way was done; and never was the power of military discipline, or the worth
of fearless, unflinching courage, or the moral grandeur of self-sacrificing devotedness, more
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II.

MAIN STREET, PORT ELIZABETH.

Tais view and the succeeding one at once transport us to Port Elizabeth, the bustling,
prosperous sea-port of the Eastern Province. The town is built on the western bend of
Algoa Bay, which probably once extended much further inland, but has been filled up by
the deltas formed by the Zwartkops and Sunday’s Rivers; and the ships which anchor in
the bay have now little more protection than in an open roadstead. The coast-line of
the bay is monotonous and uninviting to the last degree, low barren sand-hills stretching
all the way from Cape Receive to the remote point on the horizon, where the opposite
land fades into the ocean. But it is nevertheless the most commodious harbour on the
East Coast, and its exports and imports are now almost, if not quite equal, to those of
Table Bay. The town owes its main growth and prosperity to the British settlement
of 1820, for although one or two small coasting-vessels had entered and discharged in the
bay previous to that date, the few Dutch boers who had penetrated to Uitenhage and
Graaff Reinet preferred to sell and send for their produce and goods in the Cape-Town
market, by the overland route. Pringle gives a humorously doleful account of the
landing of himself and his compatriots on the bleak and desolate beach; but there are
many of those brave settlers still living to admire the result of their energy and industry,
as seen in the wealth and prosperity of the merchants of Port Elizabeth.

The view is taken nearly opposite the Independent Presbyterian Church, looking up
the street towards the handsome and commodious Town Hall, just now being finished.
Almost the entire space of ground was sold, less than forty years ago, for one half aum of
wine, and now long rows of stately stores, banks, and offices, yielding an annual rental of
many thousand pounds, crowd this part of the street, which stretches along the beach for
more than two miles. The long wide street is all alive with groups, vehicles, and animals
of every kind and colour: the huge lumbering South African waggons, with their long
teams of oxen, forming a prominent feature: the whole forming a street scene of more
picturesque and truthful effect, than can be seen in most European cities.
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VIII.

BLINKWATER HILL.

A ramous rendezvous of the Caffres under the chief Macomo. The broken character
of the country, the densely-wooded kloofs on all sides of the hill, and its total seclusion
from all the main roads of the colony, naturally attracted the Caffres, who always prefer
to fight under cover rather than in the open field. A road was cut through the

bush by the 91st, or Argyle Regiment, which greatly facilitated military operations
in this dangerous part of the country.
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