






























































Research Problem

The literature survey has summarised some of the studies done on the use of
stone terraces for crop cultivation in various communities of Africa. The antiquity
of the practice is underscored by various studies that date it to pre-colonial times.
However empirical research that documents the existence of the practice in

South Africa is located within various texts that deal with African environments,

social histories as well as ec These do not necessarily deal
conventionally with literature or sractice and this requires special
expertise to unravel from thes Age farmers may have already

practised stone terracing, but wvu back as far as the 19" century
because of surviving mﬁvﬁgfﬁ}fe@f@dfﬁﬁaﬂcular research, there is
scope and opportunity to 4rags the prattite via stirviving orality from the 19"
century. There is also an opportunity to look at the survival of the practice to

contemporary times.

The writing of South Africa’s past is not without cases of conservation practices
among black small holder-farmers (Critchley & Netshikpvhela, 1998). Denison
and Wotshela (2008) have written on stone terracing in Gogela but their research
was not mandated to offer an account of origins of the pfactice and its influence
on cultivation in the area. Although the authors state that the practice is a

historical tradition in the area, critical issues such as how the practice originated,
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In terms of individual households’ participation in terracing and cultivation, the
researcher observed that it is mainly households whose family members have‘
-once been or are migrant labourers that are practising relatively vibrant, full-time
cultivation. Bundy (1979) and Heron (1991) observed that whereas migrant
labour pulls productive men out of farming,. it in turn created opportunities for its

capital to be re-invested into f: observed: “l stopped cultivation

because | do not have money { ind hire labour for ploughing, as
well as weeding” (personal Jctober 15, 2009). The same

problem was voiced by Y. Gogenvcommunication, October, 8, 2009)
when she said that s[gﬁi@%ciﬂwejf%uﬂéf% had no money to hire
people to terrace her field. Gdgeld; a WiddW”b‘I;‘Wyears, living on social grant
mentioned that each time she planted some crops on the field, they would take
too long to grow. At times the crbps would not flourish, would die and there would

be little or no harvest at all.

Andrew and Fox (2003), as well as McAllister (1992), note that the decline of
crop cultivation as a livelihood source influenced change in cultivation practices,
at least in the Tra‘nskei.' As noted, McAllister (1992) found a progressive shift
from fields to home-yard gardens in Willowvale. In Gogela, a move from field

cultivation to gardening has also been prevalent.
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