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RECORDS OF THE CAPE COLO Y. 

[ Original. J 
Lcltcr froni VICE .Amrm.\L TYLER to J. \V. CHOKER, ESQUE. 

,,ledway, 8rnoNs BAY, 15th Suvember 181.3. 

Rrn,-I request you will inform the Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty that I have ju t received a dispatch from Rear .Admiral 
8ir George Cockburn, acquainting me of his arrival at Raint 
Helena, with General N"apoleon Buonaparte, and of his appoint­
lllent to the command of this station. 

You will be pleased to represent to their Lordships, that the 

Lirerpool 
Tmnar 
llarpy 

moment the ships named in the margin arrive from 
the l\fauritiu,;, ·hich I expect early in December, I 
shall lose no time in proceeding to St. II elena; and 
having given up the command to the Hear Admiral, 

return home with the said ships, in obedience to their Lordships' 
former orders. Conformably to the arrangements signified in my 
letter No. 7G, of the 25th l:ltimo, the Ariel will proceed immedi­
ately to England, touching at Saint Helena for , ir George 
Cockburn's dispatches, and I only detain the .Minden to convey a 
l>art of the supplies of provisions &c., whid1 are much wanted at 
that 1 slan1l. 

The JJucrphalus has also arrived from thence, which ship, with 
the llu.r(lnnah, ,vill return as soon as prn,sible with the remainder 
of the supplies and the detaclnnent· of Troops to be sent from the 
Cape. I •uclose a return of the disposition of the S11uadron under 
my eonnnaml; and have the honor &c. 

(Rigne<l) 'II. W. TYLEH, Yi~e Admiral. 

n 
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[Original.] 

Letter from LORD CHARLES SOMERSET to EARL BATHURST. 

GOVERNMENT lJOCSE, 

CAPE Oil' Goon IluPE, December 11th 1815. 

MY LORD,-Shortly after closing my late dispatch to your 
Lordship per llfindcn, an unpleasant disturbance broke out in the 
.Frontier district of Graafl' Hein.et, which, as it was suppressed as 
soon as the Magistrate, Lieut. Colonel Cuyler, could arrive at the 
spot, without bloodshed, there only remains for me to notify the 
circumstance to your Lordship, and to make you acquainted with 
the causes which gave rise to it, the views of the misguided and 
deluded men who were concerned in it, and the steps with regard 
to them which it is my intention to take. 

The Court of Circuit which was instituted by Lord Caledon, 
among the various benefits which it has been of to the interior of 
this Settlement, has in no point of view been more essentially useful 
than in checking the wanton and atrocious eonduct of the ignorant 
and half savage Boers of the Frontier towards their Slaves and 
the Hottentots in their service, which was previously thereto a 
subject of just animadversion. 

This Annual Circuit hacl at their late session at Graaff Ileinet, 
the investigation of many alleged cases of the nature referred to, 
an<l. among others an accusation of ill treatment of a slave by 0110 

Bezuidenhout. This man not having appeared to the repeated 
summonses requiring him to do so, to answt•r to the charge, it 
became necessary to cause him to he apprelwn<le<l; the ( 'ourt 
issued a decree for that purpose, and the l\1:tgistrate of the 
District sent the proper Officer to enforce it. 

The known ferocious disposition of Lhe man in question in1luce<l 
the Larnldrost to take the precaution of directing the U mlel'shcriff 
to apply to the inferior Magi'ltrate of the remote division where 
Bezuideuhout resided, for aid, and to ad<lress a letter to the oflicer 
commanding at that station for military assistance, shoul<l 
it be found requisite. The Un<ler Sheriff having proceetled to 
the Baviaans River and communicated to the :Field Cornet his 
instructions, rccei \·ed from him a positive refusal of ai<l, as he 
said that Bezuidenhout was prepared to resist any attempt 
to arrest him, and would imlisputahly shoot them. l' ndcr 
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these circumstances he applied for military assistance, and 
an officer and some men of the Cape Regiment were given 
him for this purpose. When they approached Bezuidenhout's 
dwelling he called to them not to advance farther, and he himself 
retreated accompanied by 2 others behind a I>arapet wall from 
whence, after calling to the party to leave his premises, he 
commenced firing upon them. Ile fired 12 or 14 rounds before 
the party noticed it, after which they returned his fire, an<l he 
with the two men with him retired to a cave in a rock, which it 
has subsequently appeared he originally intended to do, as he had 
lodged there a considerable quantity of ammunition. The mouth 
of this cave coul<l only be approached by one man at a time, but 
from the top he could be heard an<l spoken to. :From thence he 
was repeatedly summone<l to surrender, which he with violent 
imprecations refused to <lo, saying o.lso that they should never 
arrest him while alive, an<l that he would shoot many of them 
before he himself should fall. The Sergeant of the party however 
approached near to the mouth of the cave, and while Buzuidenbout 
was in the act of levelling at him shot him dead. His companions 
surrendered, and were carried prisoners to Graa:ff Reinet, and it is 
from the examinations into this business on oath before the Court 
of Circuit (translations of which accompany this dispatch) that the 
alJove statement is collecte<l. 

This circumstance, which it might have been expected would 
have shewn the Inhabitants the futility and danger of opposing 
the legal authorities, appears to have ha<l a different effect, and to 
have caused consi<lcrable irritation. The brothers of Bezuiclenhout 
used every endeavour to inflame the District (which had been in 
former times the centre of the disturbances which so long agitated 
the Country). Reditious letters were sent into the adjoining 
1 >istricts urging them to rise to expel the Hriti h Troops. Deputies 
Were sent into Caffrelancl to miuest the aid of that people and 
0ff•ring them the Zunrvelcl as the recompense of their assistance, 
and proposiug by a simultaneous attack upon all the l'osts of the 
Cape Hegiment to extirpate that Corps entirely in one night, and 
letters were sent to many, threatening them with death and the 
plunder of their farms if they ddaye1l joining them. One of the:in 
(a translation of which is enclosed) foll into the hands of the 
Deputy Lancltlrost Van de Graaff, and the consequence was the 
apprehension of the writer, II. Prinsloo, by which the views of 

B ~ 
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the party became known. They immediately assembled in 
arms to the numl>er of about GO, and proceeded to the place 
where I>rinsloo was in custody and demanded his release ; this 
was of course refused, and Major Fraser, whose detachment was 
very weak, gained time by entering into correspondence with them. 

Meanwhile Lieut. Colonel Cuyler joined him, having assembled 
the Cape Corps and a detachment of about 40 Dragoons with some 
armed Inhabitants, upon which the insurgents retreated into 
Caffreland and Ly that route circuitously towards the Baviaans 
River where they took post, and where Colonel Cuyler came up 
with them, with the Dragoons and armeLl Inhabitants, arnl after 
having expostulated with them upon the folly of their conllnct, 
one of their leaders with 18 of these deluded wretches implored 
mercy and the rest dispersed in different directions. 

This affair, which I have so minutely detailed, would not have 
lieen calculated to cause much sensation, had it not been for the 
serious revolts which took place in the same part of the Country 
under the former Dutch and British Administrati@s and the 
apprehension it at first excited of similar consequences 1iossibly 
ensuing; it is with infinite pleasure, therefore, that I have it in 
my power to report to your Lordship that the Magistrates of both 
the interior Districts (of Graaff Ueinet and Uitei1hage) speak very 
favourauly of the con<luct an<l sentiments of tlie inhabitants of 
those Districts generally, "ith the exception of those of the 
division called Tarka, where this affair took place, so that similar 
instances of miscon<luct are not again to be apprehended, and it is 
most pleasing to me also to be able to con!irm lo your Lordship 
the report I ma<le in my last dispatch of (,ho prnlt'calilo tfo,position 
of the Caffres towards us, their Chiefs having positively refusc1l 
their assistance in the present instance, whic:h it appears the 
insurgents so greatly relied upon, that when they retired throuµh 
Caffraria as above mentioned, it must l1ave uccn with a view of 
meeting the aid they oxpecietl, and when the party disp1•rscd upon 
the surrender of 18, one of the two <leputies had just rctmne<l to 
them with the refusal of the Uaffres to interfere in their l'Oll<'erns. 

"\Vl1ile these tra:isadious l1ore here so serious an :uiped ns the 
general rising (as in former timcH) of a whole population of Wl'Jl 

armed marksmen, l thought it incumbent upon Ill\! to put the 
s1 rongeRt authority (viz. a dii;;eretional pow1•r in the Ja::;t IIL'l'l's~ity 
('[ prodaimi11g Martial Law) into thL' hands of tlw ofliepr com-
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ltlanding on this remote frontier, Lieut. Colonel Cuyler (who is 
also Civil Magistrate in the Uitenhage District), and I reinforced 
his detachment with a troop of Dragoons, 2 light field pieces, an<l 
2 Companies of the 83r<l ltegimeni, and when the extent of the 
affair became known I directetl a Speeirtl Commission from the 
Court of Justice to proceed to Uitenhage to take cognizance of 
these <lelinq_uencics. 

l t docs not appear from the examinations and confessions of the 
prisoners (some of tho most material of which are enclosed for 
your Lordship to refer to if necessary) that they had any grounds 
of complaint beyond what has been noticed; but accustometl to 
con~itler the Hottentot as an inferior species, only preserved for 
their use, or to be destroyeJ. as they plundered their flocks or 
herds, or lurked about for those purposes, they are extremely 
impatient of the restraint the British regulations have put upon 
them, and it is particularly obnoxious to them to have the 
Hottentot Ilegiment among them to enforce those regulations. 
This is a feeling which pervades not only those who have committed 
themselves in the present business, in consequence of the death of 
Hezuidenhout by the hand of a Hottentot, but is very general, and 
although the Cape Corps has done its duty on this and on every 
former occasion, and merits my warmest acknowledgments, yet 
had I a British Battalion with which I could replace it, I would 
withdraw it from the fron™r on account of the prejudices of the 
people. 

I should wish gradually to bring these people to other habits 
and other feelings, and I am convinced this is not to be done by 
maintaining among them, to overawe them, a garrison against which 
from long haLit their prejudices are ex.cited.. Were the frontier 
garrisone<l solely by British Troops, they would mix and associaL•J 
with the Doers anJ gradually form -them to their manners. This 
can never be the ease with the Hottentots, for indepenuent of the 
great distinction between Chri'3tian and heathen (which they look 
llpon all Hottentots to be) the difference between Black and 
White it will take much time to do away in the feelings of this 
}leople. I can see no reason why British Infantry and British 
Dragoons may nut ]Jy practice become as superior in this service 
as they have provetl them:-,elvcs in every other, and the only 
service for which a small proportion of the NatiYe CuqJs slwul<l 
be rctaiuc1l 011 lite frontier woultl Le to act as gui(les and to track 
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the stolen cattle ancl lurking Caffres, at which they are extremely 
and accurately expert. 

My intentions are to make some examples of the ringleaders 
herein, after legal conviction, and to remove to another part of 
the country such as have been most violent or such as shall 
appear to have formerly been concerned in similar acts of 
insmTection. With respect to the others, I deem it wiser to 
consider them as ignorant and deluded men, whom it is my 
wish to endeavour to civilize rather than my duty to punish with 
unrelenting severity. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY So:irnnsEr. 

P.S. Since writing the above I have received further intelligence 
from the frontier, from which it appears that the party which had 
been dispersed at Slagters Nek not finding themselves secure 
within the Colony, took the desperate resolution of removing with 
their families and effects into Caffreland. This intention becoming 
known, Major Fraser with a detachment of the Cape Hcgiment 
proceeded to overtake them, aml after having penetrated about 30 
miles beyond the frontier came up with them and turned them so 
as to intercept their passage of a river, a slight skirmish ensued 
in which the two ringleaders of this disturbance, H. Bezuidenhont 
and U. Faber, were severely wounded and one Hottentot of Major 
J<'raser's party dangerously so. The rest all surrendered themselves 
prisoners, so that this affair is now total1y at an end. I regret to 
add that in the act of disposing the Troops to intercept the 
offenders, Major Fraser had the misfortune to break his arm very 
badly by a fall from his horse. 

Lt. Colonel Cuyler states that he has not found it necessary to act 
upon the authority I gave him to proclaim (in the last extremity) 
l\fartial Law, but that the ciYil Judfrature is amply snfilcicnt for 
the restoration of order. I cannot close this subject without 
expressing to your Lordship my sense of the very satisfactory and 
able manner in which Lieut. Colonel Cuyler and Major Fraser have 
conducted the unpleaRant duties which have fallen to them durin~ 
these transactions, and I hope that when opportunity shall offer 
their merits will be consiclercd. 

C. II. S. 
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[Enclosure 1 in the above.] 

The same day. Present as above. 

7 

The LanJdrost of this district informs the Commission that the 
Undersheriff Johannes Londt, who was dispatched jn order to 
execute the sentence by him, R. 0. Prosecutor, obtained from the 
Commission against }'redrik Cornelis Bezuidenhout, and to bring 
him to this drostdy, has this moment returned, stating, that said 
Bezuidenhout with the assistance of one Jacob Erasmus, Jacobus 
son, and a bastard Hottentot by the name of Hans, had opposed 
and fired with balls at him and the people who went with him for 
his aiJ ; and that Bezuidenhout, after all endeavours to take him 
with them proved useless, was at last shot by a sergeant of the 
Cape Regiment named Joseph, just when he was aiming his gun 
at him; and that the two other persons thereupon having surren­
dered themselves, are brought here under his custody. The said 
Lunddrost requesting therefore the Commission may be pleased to 
approve of this apprehension. 

The U ndersheriff of this district, Johannes Londt, 30 years of 
age, and a native of Holland, having hereupon appeared before 
the Commission, declared to be the truth and nothing but the 
trut.11: 

That yesterday 8 days, aoout G o'clock in the morning, the 
appearer departed from hence, in order, agreeably to an order 
from the Landdrost, and conformably to a decree of the Com­
mission of Circuit now holding their Session at this drostdy, to 
apprehend the person of Bezuidenhout ;-that about 9 oclock on 
that morning, he arrived at the place of the Field Cornet Cornelis 
Johannes Olivier with a written order for him from the Landdrost, . 
to assist him (the appearer) with Some men for that purpose; 
Which order having been handed over to the :Field-Cornet, who 
after reading the same, said to the appearer " that he would not 
expose him.self to danger whenever it was not necessary; that the 
district in which Bezuidenhout resides did not Lelong to his field 
cornetcy, and that, as the field cornet Opperman himself had told 
him, that he had declared to the Landdrost that he would not 
have anything to do with this affair, he conseq nently would first 
go to Graaff Hcinet to get a contra or<ler;" in cow,cqnence of 
which the appParer trammittPd a letter to the Landdrost and 
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thereupon, after said Olivier had quitted the phcc, rode away, 
beinrr at the same time on settin" off informerl by one Botha, son 

.-., ' ~ ' 
in law of this Olivier, that the field cornet Opperman would meet 
him (the appearer) at the place of Christoffel r orf at Buffels­
hoek. 

That on Saturday the followin<r morninrr, he arrived at the 
' 0 ~ 0 

place of Korf, where he as well waited for further orders from 
the Landdrost, as for the field cornet Opperman ; that about fi 
o'clock in the afternoon he received a letter from the T,anddrosl, 
when there also came Cornelis Coetze C.'s son, and another person 
named Hatting, who told him that the fieki cornet Opperman 
had a1Tivecl the preceding day at the place of another Comclis 
Coetze, where he had put his saddle OD another hove ancl pro­
ceeded further, telling them that he woulcl continue rilling until 
he got home. 

That the appearer, as he could not get horses that e>'ening, rode 
from thence the following morning to the fieltl eomet Abraham 
Uryling, and from there to the military clepot of Captain Auclrews 
of the Cape Regiment, where he arriYed on :Monday morning, aml 
after handing over to him a letter from the Lamlurost, r '11uested 
the same for the assistance of Lieutenant Rous,-eau, who in co11. e­
q nence gave him a letter for that officer together \I itlt one for the 
Lancldrost. 

That having hereupon set off to the post of Lieut. Jtous!'lcau, to 
whom, as he was not at home an<l <li1l not return before 3 o'cloek 
in the afternoon, the appearer ha111led over the letter from l'apt11. 
Andrews, whereupon the Raid Lieut. Hons:-ica.n, togethur "ith a 
sergeant, a corporal and G men, repaired to the cprnrter:-1 of 
Lient. McKay, who, a<l<ling 4 of his men, merely aeeompaniell 
them from inclination. 

That ha.Ying coutinuc<l their march, t]ic,y l'l',H'hrnl the )llac·e of 
... Erasmus, where Lieutenant Rousseau ord<'re1l his llll'II to 
halt; that Lieut. Houssean, the appearnr, their sernrnts and a 
cmrntahle procce<lecl to the place of the fiel1l cornet Oppcnnau ; 
where having arrived at 10 o'dock at night, they knocke<l at the 
door of said Opperman, who, after the usual salute askecl him 
where the fielcl cornet Olivier was with his people, to which the 
appearer replied that he ha.cl nohocly else with him, e.·cept the 
aho,·cmentioned gentlemen, whom he had rer1uested to accompany 
him to Graham's Tuwn; for, he cli1l not think it a1lvi ... eal1le tu 
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acquaint him with their object, which only was to ascertain the 
true situation of the place and the Clu-istian name of saitl 
Bewi<lenhout, l>oth of which having been unknown to the 
appearer. 

That on learning the Christian names of Bezuitlenhout to be 
l•'re<lrik Cornclis antl that his place is situated near that of La 
Buscagne, they, on their <leparture, cauc;etl the road lea<ling to 
Urahams Town to l>e pointed out to them by said Opperman, 
whieh hwing tliscoutinue<l at some uist,mce from the place, tlll'y 
a~aiu proceeded to "'ht>re they lr,ft, their people, and having in 
consequence travelled the whole night, arriYe<l at the place of the 
sai<l .Fre<lrik Uornelis Dezuitlenhout on Tuestlay the following 
morning at 9 o'clock, where, l>eing at a dung kraal they saw 
a person (suppo. etl to be Hezuidenhout) followed by two more 
with loauetl ~uns, one of them having even two in his harnls, 
running from the dwelling house towards a uatural parapet, 
formed hy some liuJe stones, behintl which he Bezuidenhout 
poste<l himself, arnl aiming his gun at them, called out some 
wonls, which the appearer, on account of the strong wind, di<l not 
hear, but was toltl to have been "that they shoul<l not come 
nearer but depart again, as he woultl otherwise fire at them ; " 
that Lt. Hous,,eau hereupon ordered his men to disperse, and to 
run up to him with fixed bayonets, adding however '' don't jfrc." 

That on aclvancin" about 10. or 12 shots were fired, when Lt. 
Housseau, as the same continued too violently, called to his men 
lo Jirr, which they hnsing done, the said persons left that place 
all(! (as the appearer arnl people with him suppose<l) ran to\\·artls 
the ri \'er arnl hid themsel ,·es iu a rock thereabouts. 

That the soldiers having goue tl1ro' the river in search of them, 
Were fired at frum the si<lll where the appearer was standing with 
Lieut.-;, nousseau arnl :McKay in consequence uf which Lieut. 
Hou. ::;eau onlere<l them to attack the rock from this sitle, which 
liowever was uut possible, as the entrance of the hole, where they 
h:t<l plaeetl th •rnselves iu, was aho11L 10 feet high and turne<l 
towards the mountain su that ouly· one 1,y one could "l'L 
• ' 0 
lnto it. 

Th,tL the people heing poste<l :1rom11l this hole, the appearer 
therenpuu went \\ ith Lieut.. Hous eau anti McKay upon the 
rock urnier which it was, :uHl tho' not able to see him, repeatedly 
<·alb[ out to him tu surrender, as lie was only sent 'or to viwlicate 
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himself at this drostdy, which he however with the most wanton 
cursings and swearings refused, saying " that he would not come 
out, as they will hang or immediately shoot him there." Not­
withstanding they on the contrary assured him that no harm 
would be done him, and that he could take his waggon or horses 
with him; which proposals lasted about ½ 1 o'clock in the after­
noon. That all endeavours to induce said Bezuidenhout to come 
out of the cavern proving fruitless, Lieut. Rousseau directed his 
men to storm the place, when Sergeant Joseph, being brave 
enough to ascend the same, came before the hole to nearly the 
height of his breast, whereupon his people called out to him 
"Sergeant he'll shoot you," in consequence of which, as they at 
the same time aimed at him out of the hole, he discharged his 
gun at Bezuidenhout and hit him with the ball on the left arm, 
which penetrating his breast, came out again behind; whereupon 
the Bastard Hottentot Hans, being also in the hole, cried out for 
mercy, which was granted him, provided he should come out with 
the weapons and ammunition; that he having hereupon come 
out and delivered over his gun, was ordered to go aaain into the 
hole, as it was not certain whether Bezuidenhout got immediately 
wounded. 

That however an half hour before, one of the soldiers, while the 
appearer was standing with Lieut. Rousseau on the rock, called 
out to them to go aside as they would be fired at, which having 
done, they discovered, in a separate hole near to this precipice, 
another person, who, on being called to to come out under promise 
of pardon, in consequence came out, and delivering his gun over 
to them, stated himself to be Jacob Erasmus Jacobs son, but who 
distrusting the statement of the Hottentot of previously fetching 
the Guns and ammunition out of the hole, again went into it, 
and brought out with him 2 guns of an extraordinary caliber ; 
whereupon the people, in consequence of an order from their 
officer having gone into the hole, brought out with them the 
corpse of said Bezuidenhout, a knapsack containing 20 to 25 
pounds of powder, and a quantity of balls. 

That having inspecietl the botly, they left it there covered, and 
quitted the place with said J. Erasmus aud the Bastard Hottentot 
Hans in their custody, ·when being a distan ce of about .l hour's 
walk from thence, they saw six persons on horseback to him the 
appearer unknowu, ::; of ,,horn appearing t () uc <'hristians armc,l 
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with guns, and 1 a Bastard Iloitentot, that these persons met 
with their detachment, to whom one of them had asked what 
shooting it was, whether some Bosjesmen or CaJfres were fired at; 
but that, by order of Lieut. Rousseau, they had gone on without 
answering these persons, and were afterwards informed by the 
prisoners that they were Gerrit Bezuidenhout with 4 of his 
children and a Bastard Hottentot in his service. 

Thai the constable Gerrit Linque, who, on account of his horse 
heing ihen knocked up, rernaine<l a little behirnl, had afterwards 
on joining again ihe detachment, informed them that the G persons 
above alluded to, did also ask him if the Bosjesrnen or Uaffres 
had been there, adding tliat they were sorry for not having been 
there sooner; but that he however had left them without giving 
any answer. 

That the appearer thereupon conveyed the two prisoners afore­
said to this drostdy, ·where he arrived this afternoon. 

The Court approves of the apprehension of Jacob Erasmus 
Jacobs son, and the Bastard Hottentot Hans. 

,Jacob Erasmus Jacobs son, prisoner, hereupon appeared before 
the Commission, and answered the following questions, proposed 
to him by the Landdrost of this district, in such manner as is 
noted down ngainst each. 

Art. l.-What is your name, age, and birth place? Ans1Ccr.­
Jacob Jacobus Erasmus Jae< soY., 18 years old, and born at the 
Coup. 

2.-Where did you live last'{ Ansu:cr.-I live wit.h my brother 
Genit ]!'re(lrik Bezuidenhout, hut I lately went with his cattle to 
ihe place of his brother Fredrik Cornelis. 

3.-How long is it that you have been with said Fredrik Cornelis 
nezuidenhout? Ansu·cr.-One month. 

4.-What did you do, when the people came ai the place of sai<l 
Hezuidenhout to fetch him? Answcr.-Nothing, I stood behind old 
.Fredrik (said .F. U. Hezuidenhout). 

5.-\Vhy did you thereupon iake flight? Anwxr.-The old 
lnan (F. U. Bezuidenhout) wanted to shoot me, ancl therefore I 
Went with him. 

G.-\Vas Beznidenhout armed when he saw the peorle come? 
.A.n81nrr. Yes. 

7.-From where did he first discover them? Ansu:cr.-IIe was 
thcn out (lf doors. 
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8.-Why was he armed for? Answer.-That I don't know; he 
stood already armed near the house and called out to me, who was 
busy on the land with draining water, to come to him. 

9.-Where dicl you get the gun you had in your hands? Ans1n't. 
-His wife gave it to me. 

10.--Why did you fire at these people? Answcr.-No, I han 
not :fired a shot. 

11.-\Vho fired then? Ansv;cr.-The Bastard Hottentot Ham 
and old Fredrik Dezuidcnhout. 

12.-Why did you not surrender when Bezuic1enhont fled 
towards the rocks? Answcr.-He ran next to me with his gun 
cocked and threatened me. 

13.-Why did you aim at the officer of the party in order to 
shoot him? Answcr.-I did not aim. They called out to us to 
come out, and on putting my gun out for that purpose, they cried 
out to go aside. 

14.-Did not Bezuidenhout tell you before that he expccLed to 
be sent for? Answcr.-Yes. 

15.-Did not Bczuidenhout make any preparations to defornl 
him? Answcr.-Yes. 

16.-Did not Bezuideuhout tell you that, in such case, you 
must help him? Answcr.-Yes. 

17.-Had you no opportunity of leaving him? Ans11•cr.-N o, I 
was there all alone, with the cattle of his brother. 

18.-Could you not get away from there with the cattle ? 
Answcr.-I was alone with the cattle and could not alone drive 
them away. 

19.-How then tlitl you come with the cattle so far a tlistancc as 
from the Melks River towards the place of Bezuiuenhout at the 
Baviaans Hiver? Answcr.-I was with the cattle at the Dagge­
boersnek near the Baviaans Hiver. 

20.-What other persons were there at the place of Dezuiden­
hout at that time? Answcr.-N ob0<1y else than his concubine 
and a little child of his, the Bastard Hottentot Haus, and a son of 
Haus Labuscagne of about my size and age, whom he had hi.rC<l 
to take care of his cattle. 

21.-Had you not, previous to your going thither, any reason to 
suppose that Bczuidenhout would he sent for? A,iswa.-No. 

'.3'.3.-Did you not expect any assistance from other persons? 
.A1is1ccr.-No. 
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23.-Where was the son of La1rnscagne when the people came 
there? Answcr.-Re was in the fields with the cattle. 

24.-l)id you not hear the oflicer of these people and the under­
sheriff calling out to you to surrender yourselves? Ansu·cr.-Yes, 
we cli<l hear it. 

25.-Did you not repeatedly hear it? Ansiccr.-I only heard it 
once. 

2G.-·when was it? Ansn-cr.-Since we were in the rocks. 
27.-Did you not hear Hezuidenhout call out at the soldiers that 

he would fire at them? Answcr.-Yes. 
28.-Whic:h of you fired the first shot? Answcr.-Old lfredk. 

Bezuidenhout. 
29.-\Vhich of you carried two guns? Answcr.-Old Fredk. 

Bezuidenhout. 
30.-\Vho carried. the knapsack of powder? Ansiccr.-IIis wife 

who went with him into the hole. 
31.-For what purpose did the G persons come whom you met 

with near the place after you were apprehended? A,ii;u·cr.-I 
don't know. 

33.-Where was the girl of Bezuidenhout when they took his 
corpse out of the hole? Ansiccr.-She was then gone already. 

33.-How many shots did Bezuidenhout fire? .Ansiccr.-That 
I clout know as there were fired. from both sicl.es. 

3!.-How many shots were there fired out of the holr, in which 
Bezuicl.euhout and the Bastard Hottentot found themselves ? 
A 11.s1(·cr.-Four shots. 

35.-How many shots ditl Bezuidenhout fire before his being 
firecl al by the sol<liers? Answcr.-That I tlon't know. The 
B:u,tanl Hottentot Haus and he, they fired too quickly after each 
other. 

:Hi.-How did the concubine of Hczui<1enhout get into the hole? 
A 11.~wn·.-Afler Bezuidenhouc had fired one shot she ran thither. 

:37.-Diil yon immediately know what personti these were who 
came to fetch Bezuidenhout? .An,~1ccr.-Ohl Hezuidenhout sai1l 
there are the soldiern coming to fetch me. ' 

:38.--])id not Bezui1lenhout point out this hole before in order 
to conceal him then:in? A,is1rr1'.-No. 

:\a. \Vhen did the wife of Ilczuidcnhout go out of the hole ? 
.LI 11s1ccr. ~he brought tlw powder and halls there, arnl then went 
again out of it before we ran into the holes. 
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40.-Ditl you immecliately know the unclersheriff Lomlt? 
An.m·cr.-N"o, not before I came out of the hole antl surrendered 
myself. 

41.-Did you know Lt. Uousseau when his people were 
approaching the house ? Answer. Yes, I then alreruly knew him. 

42.-Could you not hear from your hole what ha<l been spoken 
by the officers and undersheriIT with Bezui<lenhout? Ansu·er.-
..... To. 

4-3.-Have you been in those holes before? Ans1rcr.-.i: o. 
4-1.-How long have you been in it? Answrr.-A good hour. 
43.-Did not Bezui<lenhout speak with Gerrit Beznidenhout 

about assisting each other, should he be sent fur? Ansircr.­
That I dont know. (further) Gerrit Bezuidenhout had only been 
twice with Bezuidenhout during the time I was there. 

The prisoner Hans, a Dastard Hottentot, being hereupon called 
into court answered the following questions put to him by the 
landdrost, in such manner as is here noted down. 

Art. 1.-What is your narr,e, age, and birthplace? Answr.­
Ilans, I don't know my age (about 22 or 24 years), and I am born 
in the Zuurveld. 
1_ 2.-Where did you live last? Ansu·cr.-At Old l<'re<lrik 
Bezuidenhout's where I was born and grew up. 

3.-\Vhat work did you perform there? Answcr.-Looking 
after the cattle, and draining water. 

4.-What <lid you do when the people came there ? A nsw;;r.­
I was with the oxen ; but my master had previouRly told me that 
when I saw soldiers or something like them I shoul<l innnediately 
come to the house to apprize him of it, which I, on seeing them 
that morning on a hillock, consequently ditl; lmt llc;midenhout 
arnl his concubine hacl already <liscovere(l them. 

5.-What <lid. your master <lo when yon came to him? A ns1r r. 
-He then stood with two guns, ancl ,Tacob Erasmus with one, in 
their harnls near the house when my master g:we m , Olll'. 

G. ·what were you to clo with the gun? Ans11·t1·.-My master 
tol<l me that I should fire at those soldiers. 

7.-Did you then fire immecliately 1 A nsw,T.- 1 To, when the 
soldiers came ancl reached as far as 1.he dung kraal, he callu,l out 
to them to stop there, and not to come nearer, that he would fire 
at them; lmt the soldiers not hearing it on account of the strong 
winc1, constantly aclvaneccl, in consc1picnce of which he ai11w,l at 
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them, and as they thereupon dispersed themselves, immediately 
discharged his gun, saying to me shoot, and on my hesitating a 
little, repeated "what do you wait for 1" whereupon I then also 
fired off my gun; he having however told me before that I must 
not aim at them, and fire aside merely, to make them afraid, and 
on my saying to him " Master, wait till they are near to the River, 
let us then speak together," he said No! not nearer. 

8.-What did the sol<liers then do 1 Answer.-They advanced, 
and on their approaching too near, we ran towards the declivity of 
the rocks near the river, thro' which they followed us; and when 
they came out on the other side, I fired one and he two shots, 
without hitting them, whereupon we, as they came firing towards 
us, ran down to the cavity where Jacob Erasmus afterwards 
remained, and on the people continuing to fire too violently he said 
to me: let us go to the cleft where the beehive is; ordering us at the 
same time not to despair or leave him in the lurch. I thereupon 
went with the old man to that hole, where we having remained 
for some time, they discontinued shooting and called out to old 
l!'redrik to come out, that they should not fire any more; but to 
which he replied I'll be damned if I do; whereupon they again 
entreated him to come out, that he could take his waggon or 
horses with him; which I also prayed him to do, but which he 
entirely refused, saying "why if'i come out, they will hang me. 
Shoot me, when you kill me you'll get me into your hands." That 
afterwards a sergeant came near to the hole, who, on my master 
asking who ho was, answered Joseph, and requested if he might 
come to him, which my master refused, saying No, stay away from 
before the muzzle of my gun; whereupon Joseph replied" :Master 
],'redrik, lay your gun down, I will also do the same with mine, 
and let us speak together," to which he answered " I speak no 
more, stay aw,1y from me." I then also said to him, Master let 
ns go out if you please, whereupon he answered him " I'll come 
out, but you must go on the other side of the Dung kraal, then 
I'll send for my horses aml ride with these three gentlemen alone 
to .Frans Lalmscagne," in consequence of which I said "l\faster, 
let me go to fetch tho horses" (I then only wishing to get away 
frorn him) but he repliell "No, stop here, not a pace from here." 
Josevh hereupon asked him if he would swear that he should ride 
with them, whidt he also did, saying that he would ride to La­
linscarrnc and there recp1cst two men lo go with him in company 
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of these gentlemen to Graaff Ileinet, adding that these gentlemen 
should also swear that they would not take hold of him; which 
Joseph having communicated to them, they saitl, "Upon my 
soul," whereupon he replied" Upon my soul is not swearing, they 
must make an oath as I ditl," in consequence of which they again 
repeated Upon my soul, to which he answered. "No : I see already 
that you will catch me. I shall not come out of the hole; if you 
shoot me, then you can get me, now I'll not 8ay a word more," 
which he also did. I then said to him "Master, let us go out," 
but he answered "No, I will not go out," and thereupon remained 
silent notwithstanding he was spoken to by them. And the 
soldiers now beginning to come round, there fell a stone upon my 
arm, whereupon I got up and wanted to run bd1iml that stone to 
conceal myself, when he also standing up to follow me, fell clown 
again by a fall of a stone on his forehead, arnl on his trying to 
rise for a second time, received a shot in the left arm, penetratin~ 
his breast and thro' his right shoulder lJlacle, in consequence of 
which he called out "Doy ! my arm is off! " and fell down, where­
upon I ran out, requested pardon, and surrendered myself to the 
soldiers, who afterwanls brought the corp. e out of the hole. 

n.-When Dezuidenhont was in the hole, <lid he not aim at 
Sergeant Joseph? Ansiccr.-Jfo did noL aim at him, uut kept his 
gun in readiness, aucl lurked thro' the bushes around UR, ,, hieh 
more and more brgan to move; and wlicn he, thus holding his 
gun near the shoulder, wanLCll to get up in onler to follow me, 
the stone rolled down on his he:ul, whereupon he, rit5ing again awl 
uy this mornment getting al,ove the ca\ ity, recei vml tl1e Rl111t. 

10.-"\Vhat Jiu you make with so much powder awl ballB in tho 
hole? Aii.wcr.-'\Vhen I came from the cattle tu him, his wife 
had then already l.,rought the same there. 

11.-'\Vhere was the son of Fraus Labusengue at that lime? 
A,1s1c11·.- Uc was with the cattle. 
12.-l lid he uot afterwards come to you? 
1:3.-Did Bezuidenlwut, longtime before 

resistance? A,iswcr.-Yes. 

A ,1::;w1 r.-Xo. 
prqiarn himself for 

14.-How long before did he tell you to look out if people were 
comiug? Anszn r.-Ue told me 2 <lays before in the e\·ening 
when he returned homo from Labuscagne and others of his neinh-
bour • "hom he had visited. 0 

l;i.-1 litl Hezuidenhout also give the ,ame order to tl1t' s011 of 
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Frans Labuscagne? Answrr.-That I don't know, I have not 
heard it. 

16.-As 4 guns had been used hy 3 persons, who then of you 
fired with two? Answcr.-The wife of ol<l. Fredrik brought tho 
fourth gun with the powder and balls from the house to the hole. 

17.-What oath did Bezuidenhout make? Answcr.-He said 
verily --, he told us that if we ran away from him he would 
<l.irectly shoot us. 

Done at the Drostdy of Graaff lleinet, day and year as above. 

In my presence. 

(Signed) H. CLOETE, Lson, Secretary. 

[Enclosure 2 in the above.] 

Monday the 16th October 1815. 

Present as before. 

The Landdrost of the district requested to amplify his criminal 
statement with the case No. 15, the Landdrost R 0. Prosecutor 
contra Jacob Jacobus Erasmus, J son, and the Bastard Hottentot 
Hans, prisoners in a case of having fired at a detachment 
dispatched for the assistance of the district undersheriff in 
apprchcrnling F. C. Bezuidenhout. 

The Court : fiat. 
In consequence of which, there was l>rought before the Com­

lllission the case No. 15, the Lan<ldrost R 0. prosecutor contra 
,Jacob ,facobus Erasmus, J son, and the Bastard Hottentot Hans, 
]>risoners for having fired at a detachment dispatched to assist the 
'11 lllcnihcrifi of this district in apprehending F. C. Bezuidenhout. 

The H. 0 . Prosecutor, exhiuiting his case, states : 
\Vorshipful Gcnilemen, ·whereas the execution of your 

\Vorship's sentence of the :ith instant h:wing required. military 
nssi. ~ance, I thougl1t it essential to slate to you on this occasion 
th~ rncvitaliility of that rneasnre. :Moro than two ycara, as is 
cvule11t from the tria1 of the case No. 14 of the Lancltlrost J:. 0. 
l'rosecntor VL'l' us Fredrik ( 'oruelis llP,midcnl1ont, m ,ry r ,·prfion 
has hecn n. eel lo make him appear cit ltc•r l>t>fore La11ddrnst and 
H!'Plllraclen or thP deputy lawlclro~t of the district, lmt all 

Xl C 
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amicable measures prove1l fruitless; nnd J\ezuidenhout, who, 011 

account of the locality of Ji.is resiclence near the frontiers, 
consi<lered himself ill(lepemlent of the Laws, not only obstinately 
refuse<l to obey all or<lers which from time to time were given 
him by the :Field Cornet, as magistrate, but moreover, (as the 
fatter ha<l often informed me) most furiously threatened him. 
The district messencrers sent off from time to time to summon 

0 ' 
him, met with so gross insults that they considered it of the 
greatest danger when they were to repair thither; and as all such 
wanton extravagancies were committed with a sure confidence 
that he could not be forced from his abode, and that he, whenewr 
necessity might require it, could take refuge heyond the boundaries 
of the Colony, I finally thought it of an indispensable necesRity tn 
shew that Government, however condescending, never wouhl suffer 
the laws to he violated in such manner, and therefore brought lhe 
case before Your Worships, the consequence of which was that Raid 
Dmmidenhout ha<l been conclemned to be committed to prison for 
the term of one month. 

I thereupon immediately directC1l the Uudersherifl' to proceell 
to the Havian,ns ltiver for the purpose of apprehending him, awl 
being informed by the .Field Cornet Opperman that he Juul 
prepared himself violently to oppose all such measures, T onlere!l 
the sai<l Field Cornet to accompany and, if necessary, to assist 
him, who thereupon declared to me, with greatest turror, that his 
life would thereby be exposed to danger, as he was sure that 
lkzuiclenhout woul<l take revenrre whenever he "0t sinht of him b b t, 

and that he woul<l certainly shoot him. 
But lho' this appear0<l to me rather incredible, yet I, for the 

sake of pruclcnce dirccte1l the :Field Cornet Cornelis .fohannes 
Olivier by letter of the 5th instnut, which I gave to the Under­
sherifl; to accompany the same with some of his inhabitants, anil, 
in case of neceRsity, to assist the UrnlersherifT in the execution of 
his orders, but whereas a genernl fear for said ne,mi1lenhout 
seemed to prevail, and as his residence so near to the frontiers 
and neighbouring Caffre Kraals, made him undoubtedly dangerous, 
I moreover gave the Undersheriff a letter for Captain Anclrews of 
the Cape Regiment, dated the 5th instant, which, together with the 
one i:i.d<lressed to the Field Cornet Olivier, I herewith have the 
honor to exhibit to your 'Worships, Lo the latter of which I onlere1l 
the bearer not to resort, unless \\':tilt of other measures fo1 · tlll' 
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execution of his orders should compel him thereto, with further 
positive directions to lake particular care that the object be not 
frustrated, as every authority would in consequence be rendered 
disrespectful. 

The Field Cornet at the receipt of my letter, instead of directly 
complying wilh the orders therein contained, thought it an un<ler­
takin~ of so dangerous a nature that he without delay addressed 
himself to me, requesting to lJe excused from that charge. I 
however directed him to return and to comply with his instructions, 
which he consequently undertook; but as on his return, the fall 
from a horse prevented him from performing anythinO', there was 
no other means of recourse left for the Undersheriff than of going 
011 and making use of the letter to Captain .Andrews. Wherefore 
I have now to commence a criminal prosecution against the 
1n·isoners Jacob ,Jacolms Erasmus, and the Hastanl Hottentot 
Hans . 

.All(l having finally only to refer to lhe <lepm,ition of the Under­
sheriff, and partly to the trial hd<l on last ~atunlay, I beg to 
request that the evi<lence of the ConstaLle Gerrit Linque might 
be taken in presence of lhe prisoners ; and further to exhibit: 

1. A letter from the Landdrost to the field Cornet Cornelis J oh8 

Olivier, <lated the 5th of October, of the following tenor: 

FIELD C0HXET !-Dy Yirtue of a sentence this day pronounced 
hy the Commission of Circuit, I find myself under the disagreeable 
necesHity of dispatching the Unclersheriff of this district to the 
Baviaaus Hiver, for the purpose of bringing an inhabitant of this 
<listrict by the name of lfre<lrik Cornelis Bezui<lenhout to this 
drostdy; I have therefore to direct you to accompany the said 
U ndersheriff with 4 or 5 of the inhabitants in your ward, in or<ler, 
if necessary, to assist him in executing lhe orders with which I 
have chargeJ l1im. 

Rhould Hezuidenhout give himself over willingly, you are then 
011ly to remain alone, while in caso of resistance you'll have to 
attack him by force autl causo him to be brought hither. 

Your good friend, 

(Signell) A. 8TOCKRNSTROM, Lall(ldrost. 

To the Fiel<l Cornet 
l:011:-,• ., OLl\'IEH. 
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2. A letter from him (landdrost) to Captain Andrews of th0 
Cape Regiment, dated tho 5th Octolier 1815. 

GnAAFF REINET, October 15 1815. 

Srn,-In consequence of a sentence spoken by the Commission 
of Circuit at this drostl1y this morning, I am under the necessity 
of dispatching the Undersheriff of this district to the Baviaans 
!liver, to seize an inhabitant of this dislrict called Fredrik Cornelis 
Hezuidenhout; but as different informations have led me to 
suspect that said Bezuidenhout would undertake to oppose himself 
to these legal proceedings, I am obliged to call upon you and 
request that in case saiu undersheriff should meet with such 
conduct on the part of said Bezuidenhout as would make him 
unable to execute the orders he has received, and he should apply 
to you for military assistance, that you may be pleasCll to grant it, 
in as far as you think necessary to co-operate with the civil power 
in this case of necessity. I have etc. 

(Signed) A. STOCKENSTUOM, Larnldrrn,t. 

CAPTAIN ANDREWS, 
Cape Regiment. 

The Court acce<les to the requeRt made by the Lancldrost. 
The Constable Gcrrit Lenke, 38 years of age and n. native of 

Hungary, appearing in Court, declared to he the truth:-
That he had accompaniml the UnucrsheriIT of this district in 

onler to arrest the late llezuidenhout aforesaiu, who, on their being 
abont 3 or 400 paces frnm his place, began to fire at them, 
whereupon Lieut. ]{ousseau, who eommanued the tletadune11t, 
called out Lo him that he must not fire, and that they diu uot come 
to shoot him. That as Bezuidenhout notwithstanding contimw(l 
firing at them, said Lieut. Rousseau onlerell his detachment to run 
to, whereupon Bezuidenhout flecl towards a rock near the Hiver, 
where the detachment followed him, and as he did not cease 
shooting, they also fired at him, in consequence of which he retired 
into a hole of that rock where Lieut. Rousseau rcpeatetlly calletl 
out to him from !) o'clock till ~ after one of that day to come out 
nnd surrender himself, which he refused, saying that "he would 
not surrender as long as he lives, that he knew that he wonlcl lie 
sent for, aml had therefore prC'pnrccl himself, and that nobOlly 
mut>t come before the hole as he would shoot everyone," while he 
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constantly fired towards the liauks of the ltiver and at last 
towards the top of the rock on which Lieut. Housseau was 
standing, whereupon he aimed his gun again at the soldiers who 
were advancing, in consequence of which two shots were fired at 
him by the sergeant and a private named David of the Cape 
Regiment, that everything lieing hereupon silent in the hole, the 
appearer said to Lieut. Rousseau that Dezuidenhout was certainly 
dead, whereupon the Bastard Hottentot Hans coming out of . the 
hole, surrendered himself and was taken prisoner, that afterwards 
the body of Bezuidenhout together with 2 guns, a numlier of lialls, 
and a great quantity of powder had been taken out of the hole, the 
corpse being wounded on the right elbow, penetrating thro' the 
breast and left shoulder blade. 

That having a little time before discovered the prisoner Jacob 
Erasmus in another hole above that of Bezuidenhout's without his 
however firing at them, he the appearer, as he had known him 
from his childhood, earnestly entreated him to come out and that 
no harm would be done to him; whereupon he, untying his 
bandolier, and giving over his gun to the appearer, came out and 
surrendered himself. 

Questions by the U. 0. Prosecuto • :-
1. Did the prisoner Jacob Jacobus Erasmus fire at you? -Ile 

first stood behind the stones near the house, next to Dezuidenhuut 
with whom he went to the rock where he had surrendered himself 
and when he gave his gun over to me I looked at it, and found 
that no shot had been fired out of the same. 

2. Where were you when a shot Jiad been fired at Lieut. 
ltousseau by Bezuidenhout ?-I stood next to him on the 
rock. 

3. Could Bezuidenhout see you ?-If he had come a little out 
of the hole he could see us. 

4. How many shots were there fired by Dezuidenhout and his 
}>arty, before the detachment clid shoot at him ?-That I don't 
know, but many shots. 

5. How many shots dill Bezuiuenhout fire out of the hole ?­
Also many, but I did not count, as they fell from both sides. 

G. What way did the halls discharged by Bczuidenhout fly to ?­
At first when we were iu the Hiver they went over us; but 
aflerwards in different dinietious near us, aml one of them almo::-t 
8irnck the Un<lersheriff. 
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7. How do you know of a shot having almost stn1ek the 
U ndersheriff ?-I then was so far from him as from hence to 
the street (about 10 paces) and saw the Lall strike against a rock 
near by. 

Further questions Ly the Commission:-
8. Did hoth the last balls that were fired at Dczuitlenlwut hit 

him ?-He had a shot in his arm, thro' his right ureast, penetrating 
his left shoulder-blade; but whether the same had been occasioned 
by one or two balls I don't know. 

9. In what position did you see the corpse ?-I went to the 
corpse, which was laying on its back, and after having shewn the 
wounds to the Undersheriff who was stauuiug near me, covered it 
again. 

10. Where are at present the guns and ammunition which you 
had found with Bezuidenhout ?-At Capt. Andrews, to where we 
afterwards returned. 

11. Who went with you and the UndcrshcrifT from the place of 
the field cornet Olivier?-Nobody. 

12. Who went with you from the place of the field cornet 
Opperman ?-Nobody. 

13. Did you examine the gun of J. Erasmus, out of your own 
accord, or at his request? On his surrender, he sai(l that he did 
not fire a shot at us, in consequence of which I looked at the gun 
and found that the same had not been fired with. 

14. Did you also examine the pan of the gun ?-Yes, and the 
powder was still in the pan, which I threw out, and gave to Lieut. 
Rousseau. 

15. Did you hear on the road from hence thither that 
Bezuidenhout would make any re. istancc? No, for we 11itl nut tell 
to anyone on the road where we were going to; and when the 
farmers on the road asked us whither we went, we said that we 
were patroling. 

lG. Had you, or the Unclcrshcrif{ any guns with you ?- Louclt 
Juul nothing but his dagger, and l my sam lJOk. 

17. Arc you certain that everything had been irid to crct hold 
of Bezuidenhout alive ?-Y cs, he said that he must lie fir t dea<l. 

18. Did any stones roll down ?-1'. cs; the soldiern rollc1l two 
stones down to the hole. 

1 fl . Are yon williu .. ~ to ,e1ify thi;, statement upon o,ti11, when­
ever requireu thereto ?-Yes. 
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The n. 0. Prosecutor hereupon says that there an: al, pnisent no 
other witnesses iu this case at the drost<l,Y. who could be heard, and 
therefore re<pwsts to proceed to the revision of the evidences. 

The Uourt : flat. 
Tho U ndershoriff J. Londt hereupon appearing in Court de­

clared, after the revision of his deposition, to persist Ll1ereiu, 
athling that after he ha(l been a little time at Urn place of the 
fiehl cornot Olivier, there also came the field cornet Opperman, 
who, after having spoken with said Olivier apart, came to him 
(the appearer) who was then writing a report fur the Landdrost, 
saying that he did not think to be able to assist the appearer, but 
that he (appearer) could await him at the place of Korf. (Aud 
further) that the gun of J. Erasmus, on his saying that he did not 
fire, was examined, which from all appearance of the barrel and 
cock did not seem to have been discharged. 

Whereupon the appearer answered the following questions of 
the R. 0. Prosecutor: 

1. Did you hear on the road that Bezuidenhout would under­
take some resistance ?-From nobody else except from the field 
cornets Opperman and Olivier, the latter of whom had told me 
that he would not make any scruple to kill himself, and that he 
would leave behind an unfortunate family; and the field cornet 
Opperman said that night that it was not advi cable to ride alone 
Lo Bezui<lenhout; in which conversation however I did not fmther 
i11Lerf'ern, in order not to <liscover our intentions. 

2. 1\rc you sure that the wournls in Lhe corpse of BezuidenhouL 
h:ul hl'en got on the left arm ?-Yes, it was thro' his left arm near 
the clLow, and penetrated his heart arnl left shoulder blade. 

'l'he witness Gcnit Linke being hereupon heard, says: that they 
slootl at the feet of the corpse which was laying on its baek, a11d 
that the woumlC(l arm was just over his (the appearer's) right arm. 

The prisoner Haus says: that Bezui<lenhout receivc<l the wou11d 
l~iru' his left arm, just when he rested the gun thereon against his 
right shoulder. 

3. \Vhat dill you tlo with the arms and annnunition of Hezni<len­
hout ?-\Ve gaYe them all over to Captain Andrews . 

. ·L Arc you sure that uothiucr had been left untried to act hoM 
of Bezui(lenhout alive 1_ Yes we,, ailed so lon" that we "Ot at I • ' V b 

:ist afraid Lhat Lhe night woul<l overtake us there, and tlrn.t the 
( 'affrn ' or other of his friemls would eumc for his assistance. 
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5. Had you any reason to presume that ho would get asRistnrn'o 
from the Caffres, or others ?-We merely thought so, aml the 
people approachecl the hole not with any intention to shoot him 
there, when the sergeant, on perceiving ho was aimed at, dis­
charged his gun to save himself. 

6. Had the constable an<l you also any weapons with you ?-I 
Lad on my horse a pair of pistols, but on the rock I got only my 
dagger. 

7. Diel the prisoner Hans remain all tho time in tho hole with 
Bezuidenhout ?-I think yes, for he coulcl neither get in, nor out 
of it, without being overtaken. 

The prisoners having declared to have nothing to propose to tho 
appearer, who, in consequence, for the confirmation of the truth, 
spoke these solemn worcls So help me Gou Almighty ! 

2. Gerrit Linke (constable) being in court cloclarecl, after his 
deposition had been previously read to him, to persist thercl1y, 
with the alteration appearing in the revision of the declaration 
of the undersheriff Londt, ancl thereupon answered the following 
question of the Commission: 

l. Did the prisoner Hans remain all the time in the hole with 
Bezuidenhout ?-All the time as long as he was alive. 

Whereupon the appearer, as the prisoners cleclared that they 
had nothing to ask him, confirmed the truth hereof, speaking 
these solemn worcls So help mo Go(l Almighty! 

The Court post}Jonecl tho further trial of this case until Lieut. 
Ilousseau shall have given his evidence. 

l)onc at Gmaff lteinet, clay and year as above. 

In my presence. 

(Signed) II. CLOE'l'E, L'lon, 8ccrctary. 

[Enclosure 3 in tho above.] 

Criminal. 

1:iaturduy, Ocloutr 2ht 181:.. 

l'rcsont as 1Jefore. 

The Landclrost having stalc<l tl1nt Frans Hons>1enn, witnos;:; in 
tho case of him, IL 0. prosecutor versus Jacob Jacobus Ernsurns, 
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,Tson, and the Dastard Hottentot Hans, prisoners, is now prcseui 
here, the trial of tho case No. 15 was thereupon continued. 

Tho landdrost R 0. prosecutor contra Jacob Jacobus Eras,mrn, 
J son, and the Bastard Hott.en tot Hans, prisoners in a case of 
having fireu at a detachment dispatched to assist tho Undersheriff 
of this district in arresting the person of :F. C. Dezuidcnhout. 

The witness Frans Rousseau, 26 years olu, born in this colony, 
and Lieutenant in tho Cape Regiment, appearing in Court, de­
clared to be tho truth :-

That on the 9th of this month he was ordered by Captain 
Andrews, of the same Corps, to assist the Undersheriff in appre­
hending the said F. C. Bezuidenhout, at whose place he arrived on 
the lGth following at 8 o'clock in the morning; when coming at a 
distance of about 400 paces from the house, the said Bozuidenhout 
with the 2 prisoners ran from the house towards a stony Hill 
near by, from where they called out to him (the appearer) not to 
come nearer, as he would fire at them, which he at the moment 
also did. That notwithste.nding that the appearer advanced with 
his soldiers, when 12 shots having been fired at them, he ordered 
his men also to fire; in consequence of which Bezuidenhout and 
the prisoners retreated behind some stones, from where they con­
tinued shooting, and afterwards perceiving that the soldiers were 
constantly approaching, they retired towards a rock from which 
they also continually fired. 

That the appearer thereupon wont on the rock under which 
l3ezuidenhout found himself, and called to him, in the most 
frienilly terms, to surrender, that no harm would be done to him, 
Lut that ho might ride on horseback or ·accompany them with his 
waggon, which offer having been repeatedly made to Bezuidenhout, 
who finally answered that the appearer must go with his detach­
nieut to Labuscague, where ho would meet them. 

That these offers had been repeated to him for 3 hours, till that 
the appearer at last threatened him that if ho did not come out, h\} 
would bring him out dead or alive with his soldiers; to which 
he replied " that the appearer might do it, but that it would 
first cost Lho lives of many another." That shortly afterwards, 
J. J. Erasmus, now detained, on being fired at, immediately came 
out and surrendered himself, that tho appearer hereupon again 
lllade the same offers to llezuidcnhout, and as ho replied that he 
would not give him over, Lut shoot tho fir1:;t soklier coruin:; to 

J 
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him, divided his men into two parties, and ordered the same to go 
into the rock from both sides. That sergeant Joseph ueiug tlw 
first in advancing, was in consequence fired at by Hezuidenhout, 
who aiming at him for a second time, was shot by a soldier that 
stood on the right side of the rock. Whereupon the prisoner 
Hans surrendered himself, and that there were there found 4 guns 
and a large quantity of powder. 

The appearer having further answered the following questions 
of the R 0. Prosecutor: 

1. Were the shots which had been fired from the side of 
Beznidenhout also aimed at you? Yes, they foll about 3 or 
4 paces from us. 

2. Did the balls fall before or did they pass you ? They foll 
between me and a soldier standing near me, and went in all 
<lirections. 

3. Di<l you also see who fire<l? No. 
4. Are you certain that Dezuidenhout himself had fired ? Y cs, 

he an<l the Bastar<l Hans. Dezui<lenhout alone ha<l two guns, aml 
the shots fell 3 by 3. (further) The sol<liers tol<l me that Be,millcn­
hout and the prisoner Hans were those who fire<l, as I did not 
know any of them by sight. 

5. When you were advancing did you also speak to Ticzni1le11-
hout? No, when he came out, he <lirectly ran towanls the 
stony hill. 

G. How many men had you with you ? Ten. 
7. Has there any order l.Jeen given to your people to fire at 

Bezuidenhout? Yes, if ho did not surrou<lcr or lire aL i11em, ilwy 
should also <lo the same. 

8. When was the order given by you? After ho had fiml U 
shots at us. 

0. Are you sure that it would otherwise have hccn imposi-iible 
to get Dezui<lcnhout ? It was impossible, as the rock ,ras so 
that but one could ascen<l it and then even with the grcttlcsL 
<lilliculty. 

10. What did the on1ors which you received from Uapt". 
Andrews contain? To assist the Uuuershcriff of this disLricL in 
arresting the said Bezuidenhout. 

11. Diu yon see the corpse of said BezuitleJJ hou t ? Yes. 
13. Where ui<l he receive the woun<ls? Ile hall two holes m 

l1is body, one near the right hrcasi a)J(l :mother OJI tl1P hl<'k part 
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of the left shoulder, which he got by a shot just when he was 
aiming his gun at Sergeant Joseph. 

13. \Vas not any of his arms hurt? That I <liu not particularly 
take notice of,-but one of his arms, as I am toM, was also hurL. 

14. Where are at present the guns and ammunition which you 
found there? These I delivered over to Captain Andrews to­
gether with the prisoners. 

15. Had you any reason to suppose that, at that time, there 
were any Caffres in the neighbourhood ? I heard from my soldiers 
that the prisoner Hans had told them that he had been sent there, 
in order to state to them in the name of Dezuidenhout, that, at 
our arrival, they must separate themselves, and I myself saw a 
fire which, it is said, they had made. 

16. \Vhat reason had you to suppose that that fire had been 
kindled by the Caffres? I found 2 Cafi're baskets near the fire, 
which was about 1000 paces from the house. 

17. Had you any grounds to think that the prisoner in this case 
had been forced by Bezuidenhout to assist him? This they both 
declared immediately after their being apprehended. 

18. Did you also examine the gun of the prisoner J. Erasmus 
after his surrender ? No. 

19. Do you think that it might have been possible for one of 
the prisoners to surrender to your detachment, without running 
the risk of being shot by Bezuidenhout ? They were with him, 
and he could have done so had he wished it. 

20. Do you know of anybody having seen, after the apprehension 
of J. J. Erasmus, if his gun had been, fired with? No, that I 
don't know. 

21. l>i(l the prisoners J. J. l~rasrnus and Hans, subsequent to 
their sunernler, behave themselves quiet? Yes, without causing 
tho least trouble to us. 

l◄'urther questions of the Commission: 
2~. Di1l the shuts 3 by :3 fall so that it was possible of doing the 

Haine with less than 3 guns ? They followed each other with 
:-iuch intermissions that it was pos8il:Jle to fire these 3 shuts with 
2 gnn:;; but then they must be loaded very quick. 
, ::i:i: I lid you firnl at that place anybody more besiues 

~,ezill(leuhuuL a.ml the two prisoners ? N obudy else, except a 
ie1na le. 

21. What did you iuteud by dividing your people in tw0 
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columns ? I thought that he, on seeing them come up from both 
~ides, would then surrender himself. 

25. Did you see Bezuidenhout aim his gun at Sergeant Joseph? 
No, I was afterwards informed of it. 

26. Were you standing on the rock in such manner that you 
,could see where Bezuidenhout and the 2 prisoners found them­
selves? I could see the places very well, but not their persons. 

27. How did it happen that the prisoner J .. T. Erasmus sur­
rendered himself to you without his being fired at by Bezuiden­
hout ? He was then in a separate hole. 

28. Where were the Undersherifl' and constable during this 
occurrence? At the commencement of the firing they rcmaine<l 
a little behind ; but came afterwards to me on the rock. 

29. Were they also armed? No, they had nothing but their 
swords. 

30. Did anyone of them spen.k with Bezuidenhout ? Yes, tho 
U ndersheriff Landt, who also requested him to come out and to go 
with him. 

31. Did the Undersheriff and constable use every means in 
their power to take Bezuidcnhout without force ? Yes, everything. 

32. Did Bezuidenhout also swear or use any passionate wonls? 
Ile sai<l, I'll be damned if I surrender. 

33. Did you meet any persons on your return from that place ? 
Yes, a Bezuidenhout, brother to the one killed, whoso Christian 
name, I think, is Gerrit, with 4 others more. 

34. Did you also speak to them? They asked what there lia1l 

been fired for, whether any Caffres or llo,;jcsmen had been there, 
whereupon I, without giving any answer, ordered my men tu go 
on with the prisoners; while these persons still fulloweu them lo 
tho place of said l!'. C. Bezuidenhout. 

35. Ilow long was it that Dezuidenhout, after he had called out 
to you not to come nearer, did receive tho shots 1 About 4 hour,;, 
Lut this I cannot state with any certainty . 

.Further questions of the Commission to the prisoner }fans:-
1. Who made the fire at about 1000 paces from the house, 

where the 2 Caffre baskets had been found ? Tho Caffrcs. 
2. What message did you bring to them in the name of 1•'. C. 

J'\czuidcnhout? He told me that I should go arnl tell them Lhat 
they must take themselves off us soon as possible, which I 
consequently did. 
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:-\. How long lrnse those Caffrcs been there ? They came to mt' 
a111l the son of Lalmscagne in the fields, on the afternoon of the 
prececling day, when we told them that they should get away 
from the cattle, which they also did, and when we drove the cattle 
home in the evening, we found them near the house, whereupon 
my master desired me to tell them in his name to go away from 
his house, which having done, they said to me that they wero 
hungry. I then again told them in my master's name that he had 
nothing to eat for them, and that they must not remain that night 
near his kraals; in consequence of which they went off to tho 
other side of the river, at some distance from the house, where­
they made their fire and slept. 

4. When did Dezuidenhout desire you to go and tell them that 
they must speedily quit the place? Just when this officer was 
passing with his men thro' a little river, which lays as near to thl} 
house as from hence to the passage (about 600 paces) from where 
we saw them coming. 

5. How many CaITres were there ? Six females and 5 or 6 
males (further) there were also six male Caffres. 

6. ]Trom whose kraal were thoso Caffres ? From Captn. Olella. 
I knew these Caffres. 

7. Diel you also expect more Caffres? They had not been with 
us for a long time, since we had fired at the people of the son of 
Captn. J alocsa named l'ielia ; because one of them had been in 
our cattle kraal; but at present there arc many CaITres wandering 
in that district, coming to our neighbour Labuscagne and the 
places of Fourie arnl Gerrit Bezuitleuhout. 

\Vhercupon having proceeded to the revision of the deposition 
this day given, there appeared in Court 

Frans Housseau, to whom his aforesaid declaration and answers 
licing clearly and distinctly read, he declared to persist t.hcrcin, 
wiLh this alteration however : that he could not very well see if 
,T. J. Erasmus had come out of a separate hole, or out of that 
in which Bezuidcnhout was, hut that he came out of the same 
roi•k; furlher answering the following question put to him hy the 
< 'ommission : 
, 1. How many shots, altogether, do you suppose there had 1,een 
hrcll from the part of Bczuidcnhout? That I cannot fix, hut 
\V hPncvPr a flolllil·r came in Right, he was fired at. 

Thl' prisoners having d •clarcd not to have anything to propose, 
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the appearer hereupon, for the confirmation of the trulh of what 
he bad telutcd, spoke these solemn words: 

Su help me Go<l Almighty!! 

The Court <leclaring the investigation of this case to be closed, 
<loth desire the l'rosecutor to make, without loss of time, such 
claim and conchu,ion as to him shall seem meet. 

The R. 0. Prosecutor in consequence says : 
Worshipful Gentlemen,-The R 0. Prosecutor having heard the 

trial in this case, and what has been alledged by the Prisoners in 
their defence, is humbly of opinion that it is very probable that 
the prisoners were forced by the late :F. C. Bezuidenhout to m;siRt 
liim in his opposition, and that they would have endangered their 
lives had they separated from him, or surrendered themselves to 
the cletaclnnent after having once joined him, and therefore con­
ceives that, tho' the 1st prisoner ,Jacob Jacobus Erasmus, who was 
apprized of the wicked iutentions of Bezuidenhout, ought before to 
have parted with him, yet that he, the prisoner, has already been 
sufficiently punished for his imprudent conduct by his apprehension 
and confinement, the more as it did not appear that he had fired 
any shot. Wherefore the R. 0. Prosecutor declares to have no 
objection to the prisoner being released from his confinement and 
acquitted from all further legal prosecution in this case. 13ut as 
the second prisoner, the Bastard Hottentot IT ans, knowing, ac­
cording to his own confession, the object of Bezuidenhout, did 
notwithstanding assist him, by acquainting him with the arrival 
-0f the detachment, and moreover by seconding him in firing, the 
R 0. Prosecutor cannot consider his pretended fear for Bezui<len­
hout as otherwise than alone preventing him from making 11 

severer claim, but not from judging him entirely devoi<l of 
punishment, and consequently thinks it his duty to conclude 
that the 2nd prisoner aforesaid shall be condemne<l by sentence 
-0f Your Worships to be severely flogged in the prison of this 
<lrostdy, and there to be confined for the term of tho 3 first 
ensuing months, with condemnation of tho prisoner in the 
costs. 

The 1st prisoner has nothing to state. 
The 2nd Prisoner says that ho had merely fired out of fear for 

his master, who threatened to shoot him if he did not, U.ll(l that ho 
coulll not get away from him without running the risk of hl'ing 

I 
I 

I 
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fired at. And therefore requests that he might be only flogged but 
not coufrned in the prison. 

The Court, after due consiueration of this case, agreeably to the 
43rJ Art. of the Proclamation of the 16th May 1811, leave the 
decision thereof to the full Court, with further desire that the 
prisoner in this case be, in the meanwhile, committed to the public 
prison at this drosttly. 

l>one at the drosttly of GraaIT Reinet, day and year as above. 

In my presence. 

(Signed) H. CLOETE, LsoN, Secretary. 

[Enclosure 4 in the above.] 

Cornelis van der Ness. 

That Hans nezuidenhout came to him on Monday evening the 
13th arnl orc1crecl him to join the party, saying that the Caffres 
would be there the following night, murcler every individual who 
would not join and make a prize of their property, and that 
Cornelis Faber was gone to the Kaffers to bring them. 

That six or eight days before tlte party assembled Hendrik 
Vredcrik Prinsloo came to him at the place of William Kruger, 
and sai<l that Hannes Bezuidenhout told him that every inhabitant 
must hold himself in reacliness, and if the Caffres came, they must 
fight with, and not against them, and drive the troops away from 
the frontiers. 

Qncstion.-Did you communicate all these circumstances to 
your field cornet or any other person ? 

Answcr.-No, as the field cornet lived at the same place I 
supposed he was acquainted with the matter. 

(J11cstion.-Ilow happened it that so many persons came to be 
collected together on Monday evening at William Kruger? 

Answcr.-I do not know, unless at the instigation of Dezui­
dcnhout. 

(Juc.~tion.-Ilad you any conversation with the people who were 
assembled there that evening ? 

.A nswer.-On the expressions of Dezuidenhout he agreed to go 
:tll(l see how it woulJ turn out. 

fJucstio,i.-IIow many persons were assembled at the time yoa 
spmk of? 

I 

I 

 

 



Record~ of the Cape Colony. 

Ans1ter.-I thiuk about twenty men. 
(./uestiun.-Did the message come from Bezuidenhout or an 

account of Prinsloo being a prisoner came first to your place ? 
Answer.-By the requisition of Bezuidenhout the people were 

held in readiness, and on the information of Prinsloo being 
prisoner, they all assembled. 

Qnestion.-Where were you found by the rest of the party ? 
Answer.-At Slachtersnek where the mutineers were yesterday 

made prisoners. 
Qucstion.-How came so many persons assembled at Slachtersnek 

as to compose so large a party? 
Answcr.-Through the exertions of tbe party riding day and 

night and being held in readiness by Bezuidenhout's order. 
Question.-Do you know of Cornelis Faber being in Cafi'erland 

to collect Caffres ? 
Answer.-Y es : Bezuidenhout told me that he was gone there to 

collect such as he could to come to their aid, and he just returned 
at the moment the troops were opposed to us yesterday, but I did 
not speak with him. 

Qucstion.-Who is considered as the chief of tho party on 
Bruintjes Hoogte side? 

Answer.-The prisoner Prinsloo. I think so because Bezuiden­
hout and he had resolved to join. 

Qncstion.-In a conversation which you had with Prinsloo a few 
days before, did he inform you he would join the party ? 

Answcr.-Ile told me he would hold himself in readiness to join 
them. 

Question.-In the event of Prinsloo having joined the party, 
who do you think would have been the chief? 

Answer.-! conceive the prisoner Prinsloo would have hcen the 
chief, and that not having taken place Kruger was the principal. 

Q11rstion.-By what means did you provide yourself with am­
munition? 

Answcr.-Every person had a small quantity of his own. 
Qucstion.-In the event of your having succeeded, what reward 

did you intend for your frientls the CaITers ? 
Ansu:cr.-They would have received the Zuurevcld in exchange 

for a part of their own country which we would have divided 
among ourselves. 

Qucstion.-Where were you Lo have been joined hy the Kuffers? 
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A 11.~irrr.-On the boundary line between Graafl' Tieinet and 
KafJ'erlaud, a few miles above the Uitenhage line. 

I Enclosure j in the above.] 

\Yillem ·Fl'C(krik Kruger sn.ys that on n•cei,ing a line from the 
field eornct Opperman 1lelegating him ( Kruger) to act as pro­
visional field cornet, he rode over to the fiel<l cornet's house to 
say that he was too old and 1li1l not wish to accept the situation. 
On coming to the place the field cornet was al.Jsent, and he aske1l 
his wife where Opperman was. The woman replied that she was 
on the eve of removing her family and property to the District of 
Camtlcl.Jo. Kruger asked the reason, and was tohl by :Mrs. Opper­
man that Cornelis Faher and Haus Hezuidenhout had gone into 
Kafferlaml to bring over a Kaffer force to attack Opperman, who 
ha<l been the informer against l<'redrik Bezuidenhout who was 
killed. That he asked the "·oman what he should do in case of 
letter. coming to Opperman, and she demanded him to open any 
wl1ich might have Opperman's a<l1hess. The thinl <lay after a 
letter came from J>eputy Landtlro Van tle Graaff addre ·se1l to 
Oppl'rmnn, which he (Kruger) opened. Its contents were to 
c:mtif)n Opperman that a revolt bail taken place in Tarka, Faber 
gone over to collect a K.alfor Forcl', and that Opperman shoulu 
holtl himself prepared to defend him. 

By the same opportunity also came a letter a1ltlressc1l to Capt0 

,\tHlrcws, which Kruger gave himself to Dr. J\leKay to forward, 
as it w,ts tlirueletl to he forwarded with all speed by Deputy 
Larn!(lrw-t Van de Gmall'. 

Krngur \\Tole to Mr. Van de Graaff saying that Opperman lrn.tl 
rc11H>\ e1! arnl left him in charge of the field cornetcy, arnl that he 
l'rngcr \1onlt! enquire into tlw circurnst:mce rneutiuneJ by :\lr. 
Van de Graall', allll hold himself prepared for l1is dcfe1wc . 
. I lrt <pH' l1011i11g Krnger if lie e!llp1in•cl after Faher as rne11tin1w1l 
111 .:\lr. \'an de Um:dfs letter, lie replic1l No, that. .:\Ir. Van de 
< :mall"!! ktter liatl stalctl , llllte rel>ellions pliople fro111 'J'.1rkn h:ttl 
go1rn fl\'Pr to Katl'mlan1l to eollect tlll' Kalfrrs. 

That hP rndc to t!H• 0111\'nno L plu1•1• of litt IP I >.111il,J Era ·11111;;, 
acc'.m1pa111 •cl \, • Big \Villiam l'ri11. lo, a111l fo111ul all quiPt, upon 
\\ l1Jeh lit> 1 0111mamhJcl Luui-, 1 'ourie, Luc,ts van Fnur, \'lllkert 

I. 
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Laport, Fre<lrik Rritc;, a11<l little J>.micl Erasmus to ohsC'r\'O if tho 
Kafft•r,; Wl'fC corning. 

That Krn~cr had the intC'ntion of remaining that night nt little 
l>ani •l Erasmu,;, but, l'iet Era~lllns, who re~ide,, at Krngt•t.,s 
<llrclling place, came to him saying that Harns llezni<lenhout, 
A Inn. Botma, arnl :~ or 4- others of the Tarka JH'ople ha<l 
f'ome to hi::; house asking for him, a11<l 11pon "hich he rot urned 
home. 

Erasmus also infurmc,l him whil t at little Daniel's that Prinslo 
was prisoner at Captn .\111lrews' po. t. 

On le:tving little l>aniel Era urns lie mTiYe<l at Big J>aniel 
Em rnus's, where he met a nnml1er (If people afi emblcJ from 
lhviaans ltiver and Tarka comphining amoug themsch-e of 011e 
man ]icing shot mul another pri oner, and agrce<l to demand the 
pri ·oner arnl that Krnger shonl<l he one of the party for that 
purpose. Krnger consented to he one to in'luire into the ca'le, 
hut would not be concernecl in any act of Yiolence, upon wb;ch lte 
r1Jtle with them to his own house, ,, hen he met the others \I !tom 
Erasmus ha\l come to call him for, aml there was a general cry 
among't them to demaucl the prisoner l'rinslo an(l iu i ting upon 
Kruger heading the party, as they had no other fiel,i cornet, he 
arrrceu to "() 1>r0Yided no force or Yiolcnce was used, ancl srwinrr o b • I'> 

that he woulu instantly learn them if they use<! ai1y nwa11s of tlii. 
kind. l pon this tl1cy left Kruger's hon e in onler to demallll tlw 
prisoner, upon coming 11ear LL Jtosseau's post the people \I ant eel 
to ri1le close to the post, lmt Kruger dissuaded them and bl them 
at a distance from it. 

On Kruger's arri, al at Yan Aanl's post he sent 2 men to CapLn 
Anclrews to <lcmarnl the pri oner, upon whieh he ree<>iwd n. 
rnc sage from l\lajor Yra <'r that, he would not he giw11 up. 
Kru11er then cut for ( '01nmun1htnt ~ ... el to come to the J>artv that 

0 • ' 

he ha(l no longC'r any eontrol 11vcr them. The part, after cro i11g 
the Fi~h river into K,dl'erland t lieu dcmall(lc<l of Major Fra er the 
rea on of th0 pri,,one1., • ccmfi111'ment, ai11l rec:ci\Pcl a copy of an 
i11tercepted letter signed \\ it It the pri oner's ll'Lmc in fC'J)ly, which 
Krngcr :,aicl was suflieient, telling to the party "WL' haye d,,ne 
\\Tllll" kt us return to our honws," whPn 1 I aw, I\ ·zni<lcn hunt o• 
i1nn1P<liately took up l1i g1111 an(l tlir.1atc11ecl to shoot l'rug'r, ill 
"hiLh he was ,ioin'd liy rn: n' or th1• p: rly, lmt frorn the nois ho 
could 11ot 1li tingni L the per sou , aftc r "hich LL y \I ere u udcr 
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no control out moved about at pleasure like a parcel of ,vilJ 
animab. 

Tli:tt when Kruger recciYeu an intimation from Lnrnlilro. t 
Cuyler he proposed to tmrrcmler, but Huns Bczuitleuhout refused 
unlc,;s he could capitulate and return to their homes unmolested 
and remain so, and that Kruger remo11stmtcd, saying that <loYern­
ment would not treat with persons like them with arms in their 
hands against it. 

That in consequence of the letter from LarnMrost Cuyler they 
proposed field cornet Greyling being sent (fur some of his people 
ueing amongst them) to aid in capiwlating, out Greyling had nut 
arriYed, altho' Pict Erasmus had l>eL'll sent fur him. 

Qut~fion to K,·11gcr.-Is the information you have now giYcn 
the first you know of tho business ? 

A,is1cer.-About 12 or 1-1 days ago the prisoner Ilenclrik 
lhedrik I>rinslo called at my house on his way to Tarka, where 
ho was going to purchase corn, but said nothing on the subject, 
however on his return he told Kruger that the Tarka people were 
in a state of uproar. 

That the field cornets were a~sew.bled to collect a force to come 
tlown to cl, troy the sol<liers arnl drive them to Algoa Bay, that 
those who would 11ot join would be shot through the head, arnl 
that Cornelius l!'ahcr a11d Hans Bezuideuhout were in Kafferlarnl 
collecting Caffres for the purpose of as~isting. That one inhalJi­
t:rnt would draw the lJlooJ uf auothcr, and that the prisoner woul1l 
draw Kruger's blood ,vith as mueh pl~asure as a spig0ot out of a 
l':t8k unless they would assist. 

(Jilts/ion to Rn1gcr.-Di1l the party under your command ever 
give y,m any cause for your co11<luct;? 

A nswcr.-Y cs. Bezuiden hunt lH'ing unjustly shot. 
(Jucslion to En1yrr.-\Vhen you came to the knowle,lge of all 

Uum improper arnl unhrnfnl proceedings, di1l you take any 
111eas11n•s to inform Covernlllent of it? 

A nsu·1 r.-~ ro, it was not in my po,n•r, I tlare1l nnt cln it, l 
should ha,·e been put to 1leath. I was L'Ve11 so mu("h ill dl'c,td of 
tl,e ]•arty that I e11deavo11r1•d to conceal the two lLttl'r,; \\ hi,·h 
'' 01'" l•tlf'lo. ed in th.Lt of :\Ir. \~and<' (iraafl' for tl1e of!i,·1•rs, and 
did ll<>L kt (hl'llt s,·n tlH• poRL8LripL d,• iring tl1e111 to ]1p 1"11r\\·ard,•d 
l,•st, tlH•y E<l1mtld hn,o li1~e11 slnpJH'd. 

</ur t 011,-\\',t Ik11d1il l'rL·dril Prin lo tlw 0111) per 011 \\ith 
J) ~ 

 

 



Rccord8 uf the Cape Culvny. 

whom you hrtd any conversation on the subject previous to the 
assembling of the party ? 

A,isircr.-Yes. Antl when he counnunicated with me 1 tolcl 
him to be very cautious and quiet, and that he should mther llrop 
the matter, that it was a serious affair, arnl that l woulcl not 
inform against him to Government or divulge it to any rnau, 
upon which the prisoner l'rinslo rode awn.y ancl ha<l no communi­
cation with any other person until the assembling of the party as 
before related. 

Qu.cstion.-\Vhat was the intention of the party after they hail 
driven the soldiers to Algoa Bay, as yon have stated? 

A,iswcr.-1 understood that the soldiers were to be clriven a,rny 
because they had killecl l!'retlrik Ikzuidenhout, ancl that the 
inhauitants would themselves defornl the frontiers. 

Notc.-On reading Kruger a letter sent by the deputy landtlrost 
Van de Graaff, he acknowledges that the names contained in it 
are those of men allucled to in pages 3 and 4 (in this copy page 2). 

On reading a letter from Mr. Van de Gran.ff to Kruger m1uiring 
the assembling of his peoplti at Tennis de Clerk's on the Hth 
November, he says that Teunis de Ulerk informed him that such a 
thing was done, but Kruger knows nothing more about it, arnl 
Kruger says that the most active promoters of tho party were 
Gert Freclrik Bezuideuhout and Hans Bezuillenhout. 

Notc.-Kruger says that on the 18th November when they 
were opposed to a force urnler Landdrost Cuyler he was anxious 
to come and surrencler, but, Hans Bezuidenhout pointed out a bush 
at a short, distance from the party, saying "before you reach that 
bush I will shoot you." 

Question.-\Vere any of the party sent into Kafforland Lo pre­
vail upon the Kaffers to join you? 

Ansu:er.-Cornelis l◄'aLer joineJ the party on the 18t,h, ·whilst, 
tlie Lroops were in front of Uf,, on his retum from KafTerlarnl, awl 
l asked him where he Juul been all(l if' the Kaffor:, would join us, 
ancl he replieJ " I have been to Gaika and the Kafl'ers will haYe 
nothing to do ,vith us." 

(Jucstio,i.-\Vere you hountl together l>y an oath, arnl what was 
the nature of that oath ? 

A,iswcr.-On the day when the party appearecl near ('aptain 
Andrews' post after Comma]l(lant N cl ltacl lel'l us, Harn; Bewiden­
hout caused us to swear to shool any irnlivillual who should leaYe 
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1he pn.rty, that they would be faithful to me n.ncl die uy my si<1e, 
lrnt that if I as their chief attempted to leave them they would 
shoot me. 

Qutsfion.-Jfave you ever heanl of any exchange intended 
hetween the mutineers and Kaffers respecting the Zuureveld and 
Kafferland? 

Answr·r. Yes, it was spoken of amongst Dezuiclenhout's party, 
lmt I h:ul no intention of the kind myself. 

[.Enclosure u in the above.] 

Confession of Priusloo in the presence of Colonel Curler, 
larnldrnst of Uite11lta11e, aml ?.fajor .Fraser, deputy lancldrost of 
Albany, Ko,·emher 17th 1815. 

Haus Bezuillenltout arnl Cornelis Faber tol<l him that on 
Thursday or }'rillay last \Yeck they would attack Lt. Frn.ncis 
Hossouw's po t, naming Stoffel Butman to assist, that they would 
kill Lt. Hossou w, aml report the circumstance to Uovernment and 
fly to C'affreland, and such inhabitants as would not join them they 
would compel, also that they would root out the English and 
wanted no UoYermnent, arnl that they invitell him (Prinslo) to 
join them, but he refused. They told him that they would invite 
the Caffres, that Yaber wnuhl go to the Uaffres for that pnrpo,;e, 
.tll(l that they and the Cafl'res woulll join him at 13,tviaaus Hiver, 
all(l il the other people woul<l uot join them that they would with 
the aid of the Calfres compel the \\'hole of Hruintjes IIoogte, arnl 
il' they got pos!<eS8ion of Lt. Hossonw's 11ost they wouitl there 
gl•L ammunition enough, awl lle;,;uidenl10ut was vexed that his 
l1rolltl'r's gun was sold. l'rim,lo aekuowledges that he tol<l . 
Faber arnl Bernidenhont ik weet' 11iet als ik ml lllce doen, but he 
di1l not tell them he ,rnulll not join them. 

They aske<l him to do his best to win over the inhaLitants of 
Jlrniutjcs Jloogte, and they ,nntl<l invite Tarka, !mt fcarCll they 
Wonlll not, bP succes~l'nl unless enablell hy Uaffres lo force them. 

l°'.)evcral of the witnesses corroborate this confession. 

(Signed) 

. A true l'opy. 

J. U. CU\ LEH . 

(~igued) ,J. B,\IHT>, Frontier ,\.djt. 
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[Enclosure 7 in the above.] 

Big Willem Prinsloo. 

That on the 8th N overu bcr his field cornet Opperman told him 
that A<lriaan Engelbrecht, Cornelis l<'aber, and another man had 
gone over to call in the aid of the Caffres. That Haus J;ezni1len­
hout had told him that Le anJ Cornelis :Faber hall Leen recruiting 
the people of Tarka for this party. That all Tarka as far as the 
l~rak River were unanimous and ,villing to join, ai1le11 by the 
Caffres. The intention ,ms to drive the Troops away to .\lgoa 
nay anJ upset the Government, as people are shot without reason, 
and that they would get the Caffres from so for back as Tam­
bookieland. His fielJ cornet got an order from his Lantldrost 
that he should appear at Gran.ff Heinet on the 13th or Hth. That 
he was afraid to leave his home, as he understood the Cafft·L•s were 
to join in three or four days, and requesteJ l'rinsloo to drive them 
liar,k, And the day after Captain Banghera came to his house, 
when l'rinsloo a ked him if he had heard nothing of the extm­
onliua1y affairs then going forward, to ,vhich he said yes. That 
the Chief called Enoe informeJ him that Faber hn.d been to Gnika 
with a small drove of sheep, and that he had heard something of 
an invitation from l<'aber to the Caffres to join the party, but he 
di1l not know how it would turn out. Upon which l'ri11sloo sent 
the Caffre Captain Tianghera Lael· to Gailrn and the other Cuffre 
Chiefs to desire them 11ot to come forward until they hcnrd from 
him, l'rinsloo, an,l on. the l~th tl1e Caffre Chief l'hoonah came to 
his house, and l'rinsloo asked him if he had receivC<l the llll'Ssen;;t·r 
sent Ly Banghern. l'hoonah sai,l yes; and l'rinsloo asked him 
\\hy he hail not stopped the Cufl'rcs, ns they must not come in, the 
JHnty heing in Terms with CoYernment. Phoonah a11swere1l " the 
other chief Banghcm is gone forward with the messenger, and I 
will llack it when I return." 

Quest io,i. \Yas it lie fore or after your con Yer a lion with Oppl'r­
mau that Hans Hezui<lenhout i::poke to yon as you kn e stated? 

An iccr. Ahont ten or twelve days previous. 
(J//c~tion. \Vhat steps tlid you take lo inform Government on 

this sul,ject? 
Anszcer. I did not take auy, I considered the mutter us an illlu 

tale. 
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Q11r~tton. J)i,l any other per on speak to you on the suhject 

hesi,le,; tho. e yon have slaleu ? 
An 11·11·. No. 
(J11c ·tiu11. \Vhn.t then i111lucc1l you Lo join the party? 
An 1,; ·r. \Villcm ,Tncolms l'riusloo, calle1l Klein \Villcm, with 

Thennis J.c Klcrk persuaded me to join as a rnedintor with :\1njor 
Vra ·er, having l1ecn cut hy ·willem Kruger to me. That Hans 
Bezuidenhont nrnl Comeli' Fah •r were iso violent and wished to 
cal 1 in the aid of the Caffn.:s, who would upset their religion and 

ruin thl'ir families. 
(J111:stio11. Have you not a i;on among the party now prisoners? 

all(l how came he to join them? 
..t1J1,1r<!'. Hans Bczni1lenhout sent a mc'sengcr rouml tho 

com1try saying th::tt those "ho woul1l not join should be put to 
death, nrnl therefore J sent my :c;on Klaas to join them on 8unday 
the l~lh at Daniel Era~mns's or Kok's Kmal. 

(J111slio,i. How old is your sou? an<l. do you consider him 

U!lller your control? 
A,is1rcr. He is twenty yenrs old, an<l. I consider him under my 

cnntrol until twenty-tiYe when he becomes of age. On the 
\Ved11esday followin" I ,;ent my son Balthazar to liriug hack a 
horf;e whil'h Klaas had tuken with him, who did not imme1liately 
t\1111 the party, all(l when I ,}Qi.ned myself the same day Balthazar 
was with them, and I cnt him home to my house. 

qucslivn. 1 low is it that the different Calfre Chiefs came to 
yon mt her than to any other p •r.·011 respel'Ling this hu,;ine~s? 

...-111 1c, r. Bccau!-e they think that they coulJ. bear the truth 
h·tter from me than another. 

(J11e I i1111. In thu e, 1•11t of succ·ess was uot the Zunrvcltl to 
11:L\ u Ii 'l'll e.·d1:u1ge<l with the Call'res for part of tlieir Country { 

~1 n~m r. ~ueh was the plan of lkzuidenhout and l<'aLer. 

[Enclosure 8 in the al.Jove. j 

. ~oti,·e to all the Inltahila.nts of the l>i~tril't 1\n-ka tliat the.'e 
<li,;tifrt':l rn11ke a n•quest, nanwly Swagers Jloek, Vogl'l Iti,ier, 
Hruintjes lloc>"ll', \Tis lti,it•J', :-\uuneld, :uHl B,t\iaans Hivier, not 
liy tyr,ullly 11<1r ,la iuliin1s111, !mt on a1•c11n11L of the lntrlhe11s a111l 
injn tie,i ,1liieh in ..-,,11e1ul ,1e <'Hll 110 longer bear, ,1hich crie· 
abomination lid'ore Uod,-~ T uw e,· ry u11e ,, ill cuu ·i,ler witl1 a fwe 
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will to fight for his country with the aid of God and not to act 
contrary to His Law. All what the Gospel requires or forhi<ls 
shall in this cause be done an<l. used, doing or not. There is still 
to mention that the Caffres is peaceably near, arnl agree with him 
that he fights for Zuurveld, and we for our country, to them is 
allowed only the cattle of the mandoere, and also some iron, 
copper, and beads, and nothing more. Every one reflects on what 
he has to-day or to-morrow, if it were only in four, six, or eight 
days, he will be as much thought of as the first as to my request 
and demand this matter to examine and to ordain. 

The 12th November 1815. 

(Signed) AmtAIIA)I CAREL BoT~tA. 

This letter everyone is requested to send as speedily as possible 
from house to house, that it may be seen by every inhauitant, and 
no one remain ignorant; and is once more desired. l>rovisions are 
provided, and those who have no powder and lead can receive it 
then. 

Agrees. 

(Signed) J . F. VAN DE GRAAFF, Dept. Lt. 

[Enclosure 9 in the above.] 

WonTIIY A."D ~men :EsTJ,E)IED CousL JAconus Knumm,-I 
wish you all the needful fur soul ancl body, Cousin. I write to 
you in the name of the Burghers of all J~rnyns Hoogle, Zuurvel<l, 
and Tarka, to represent the case to your District, and particularly 
to the I<'ield Cornet Van der Walt, that we have unanimouslv 
resolved, according to the Oath ,ve have sworn to our Moth;r 
Country, to remain Defenders, to oppose the aban<lonetl Tyrants 
and Villains, of which every one whoever it may be is with G0tl 
convinced how abominably and abandonedly it is going on in our 
Country for which we have sworn, every one is convincccl whether 
they will be present or not on the appointed Jatc, antl I trust the 
Matter to you to represent it to the l)eople as soon as possiulc, il' 
they ,rill or not. I send you the Letter hy the Hands of the 
]3urgher Christiaan Muller and I request your auswcr Ly tho 
bearer what the J>eople say, the consec1ucnces speak for ihemsehes. 
I rely on you to re1iresent it to the People. This Letter I trust to 
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your Hands to burn it, you see the great confidence I place in you, 
the Letter concems you alone, I hope therefore you will immedi­
ately burn it, you represent it to the People verbally. Now I 
trust it to you and am with regard and. greeting to you, your 
Cousin, 

(Rigned) HENDltIK FREDI!RIK PmNsLoo, 1\L sou. 

Agrees. 

(Signed) J. F. VAN DE GUAAFF, Dep. Landtlrost. 

[Enclosure 10 in the above.] 

Good Friend Rtevanns van '\Vyk, one universal voice of the 
l)eople request that you command the men to fight for our country 
for it is now time ; and the people who are ready go down the 12 
of this month, and I will hope that you will not be neglectful, and 
we require as::;istance as soon as possible. 

The ~th of November. 
Agrees. 

(Signed) ,J. .F. v. d. GI:.\.AFF, Deputy Landdrost. 

[Original.J 

Ldtcr from TIEAR .AmmL\L Coc1rnun. to Jon. 

\VILSON C1t0KEit, EsQ1m. 

Northumbtrla11cl, S-r. H~LENA RoADe, 13th Dccemher 1815, 

Rw,-The Ji.find, n offors me an opportunity of which I a mil 
1nysclf to ac·qnaim you for tl1e information of my Lords Com-
1nissiom:rs of tho .Admiralty, that hy the exertions of the people of 
the .1.Y11rth11 mbr l'lrrnrl with such a ·sistanco as the Island has afforded, 
tho Honse at Longwood has been suHiciently repaired and im­
proved to have enabled me at length to get General Buonaparto 
inlo it, awl r feel satisfaction in being at the same time al>l, to 
acid that it really now affords full room for lodging comfortably, 
lllHl indeed r may 1;ay adequately to th•!ir situations, l1imself and 
all his other attL•rnlants and domesties, by accomuwdatiug 011ly 
the family of the Comte de Bertrand out of it, fur whom I am 
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therefore erecting a few rooms agreeably to his request close to 
the house, although detached from it. 

Should it be ultimately determined (as I am most confident it 
must be) that Longwood shall continue the residence of the 
General and his followers during their detention upon the Island, 
it will not in my opinion (after the work I have now in hand is 
completed) be in the slightest degree necessary to make any 
further addition to it nor in fact to cause further expence of any 
sort, excepting of course what may be requisite to keep it up. 

I have already in a former dispatch informell their Lordships of 
the advantages I consider this spot to offer over every other on 
the Island, I will therefore here content myself with merely 
stating that with the arrangements now established, I feel very 
confident not only of its being quite impracticable for the General 
or any of his followers to escape from it, but even for them to 
have communication with any person whatever without my sanc­
tion, as fortunately there does not happen to be a private house or 
private property beyond Longwood, to render it at all necessary 
for private individuals to be permitted to pass that way. 

I have had muc~1 difficulty in finding the furniture requisite 
for such a house as Longwood with its present inhalJitants, for 
(as I have b~fore remarked to their Lordships) the General did 111.1t 
bring any with him from ]Trance, and the Lieutenant Governor of 
course took away (it being his private property) all which was 
originally in the house, I have consequently been forced to 
purchase everything necessary to refurnish it, I have however 
procured almost all the articles at secornl hand, and at the 
cheapest rate at which they could be got, and I trust l shall be 
enable<l to transmit by the next opportunity for tlw information 
of His Majesty's Government, the regular Accounts of tl1is ex­
pence, and of that which has been incunc<l for the lodging and 
feeding of the General and his followers tu the period of their 
removal to LongwooJ, as well as a calculation of what will lJe 
their probable future expence there, which latter will be naturally 
in a proportion very much umler what it has proved hitherto 
whilst they have lJeen living necessarily in such an unsettletl 
state awl in separate houses in anJ near the towu. It is with 
considerable satisfaction l kwe also to mention to their Lonlsl1ips 
that General Buonaparte upon reael1ing Longwood House the other 
<lay to take up his residence there, appeareJ to be pleased with it 
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nncl e. ·pressecl himself much gratifiecl at what hacl been done 
to it in the short interval since he hn,cl seen it (upon our arrival) 
to reTHler it comfortable and fit for his reception. No more dis­
satisfioil notes or remonstrance;:; ha Ye of late ueen sent to me from 
them, awl iu short everything is 1ww goiug 011 with reg,ml to the 
Uenentl allll his attendants as well as possiLlc. 

Ou the 7th Iu,,tant the .A,lmiral Cuc!.-lmm ancl Raldi.ffc Tmns­
pmls arrive<l here luau.eel with woo,lcn mo,·eable hou!"eS which 
will prore mo t USL'ful to us, but unfortunately the person onlereJ. 
out to superiutewl the c1\;Cting of tlwm is on boanl the 1Vil ·un, 
another Trauspurt whieh the ageut informs me parte<l from 
these two in the Channel, 1 trust however the 1Vilsu,l 'Nill make 
her appearance in a 1lay or two, but should she not l have little 
doubt of being aLlu to eruct these houses without the a sistance of 
the said person. 

Uulunel :--;ir Oeorge Bingham brwing represented to me that he 
conlcl not occupy the different posts on this Island now necessary 
to he guanleJ., unless I woul<l assiqt him ,vith a Company of 
:\farines, I have lanclecl Captain Beattie of that Corps from the 
.1Vorth11ml,aland, with a snl>altern and fifty-five men, on which 
a<'conut, ;uhled to the .)..Yurt!tu11ibcrl1uul having to furnish a guard. 
for every merchant vessel anchoring here, and she haYing also 
detached eleven ::\farines to ~\.scen,;ion, I have found myself 
alJ.'olutely oblige(l Lo take from the 11li,u7rn a subaltern, a non­
cummi,;sioned officer, a.Jl(l thirty men, which I would not have 
done if I conl1l have managed without them, they having been 
upon a station ahroa<l, Lut 1 have sinc:e learnt that several of them 
are fortn1ultl•ly volunteers for remaining here. 

Tlte Jlindcn having also on hoard a number of supernumeraries 
for wages a111l victual,; who only cntere l the service la:;t ,J mil', I 
have nut ht•~itltccl in onlL•ring tlte rnmaiwler of the men on bo:ml the 
Korth,, 11tl,cd1n11! (furrncrly belonging to the IJ1~lford) who di1l not 
gt•L their pay previous to our lea, in" Englan1l to he e.-chan!.!;ed fur 
an t\qual rnunhl'r of thP afurL):;ni1l snpcmumerarie ·, allll 1 consider it 
a11 at l of justice 1hw from me to the::ie men ,, hom circum tances 
oli!i"L'cl llle to Lake abn:ml without their pay, t.o mention to their 
Lordships now tht>y are retuming, that the inrnriably cheL•rfnl arnl 
ZL•:tl()n,; proprkt y of t hl'ir 1i •]1;11 iour from the moment of nm· 
s tilrng has lieL·n ·higltly c1 editable to them and prai eworlhy, antl 
I ha\'e 111ncl1 1,lea nre in adding that I haYc nuL iudeecl less cause 
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to be fully salisfied with the conduct of the rest of the crew of tho 
Northumurrlrind as well as of those of his Majesty's othel' ship;; 
under my orders. I am Sir &c. 

(Signed) G. CocKuurt~, 
Hear Admiral & Couunan<ler in Chief. 

[Copy.] 

Govcrnmc,it Arl rcrtiscmcnt. 

Notice is hereby given that His Excellency the Governor has 
been pleased to appoint the Heverend J . .A. 8ehutz lo 110 Clergy­
man at Graaff Reinet. 

Cape of Good Hope, 15th December 1815. 

By Command of His Excellency the Governor. • 

(Signed) II. ALEXANDElt, Secretary. 

[Copy.J 

Oorrnuncnt Ad1°l'l'lisnn1 nt. 

Notice is herel1y given that His Exccllc11cy the GoHirnor has 
been pleasc(l to appoint J. JI. 1le \Vit, Es<1., arnl ,J. l<'. van 1:eenell, 
Sr., Esq., Members of the Burgher 8e11ate, in the room of ,J. 
Jurgens, Esc1., appointeJ l>i·esillent, an1l of A. S. Amyot, Eiic1., 
resigned. 

Cape of Good Hope, 22nd December 1813 

Dy Commaml of His Excellency the GoYemor. 

(Signed) JI. ALE.· .\.NDEH, Secretary. 
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[Original.] 

Lttlr,1• jro)/i Lorrn CHARLES ,'olrnRSRT to EARL BATHURST. 

GOVERNMENT HOt:SE, 

CAPE OF Goon HOPE, 23rd Decernbtr 181.3. 

MY LoRD,-1 beg to call your Lordship's attention for a short 
time to, all(l to solicit your instructions upon, a point of some 
importance to tho improvement of the vicinity of this place. 

Mi<lway between Cape Town and f;akhmlm Bay there is an 
extensive tract of very fertile laud, nearly uninhauilcd, under tho 
fullowiug circumstances:-

When the Dutch East India Company possessetl this place, 
it was their policy to farm out the supply not only of the Garri­
son, Navy, and their own l\forchant shipping, but also of the town 
iLseU, and in ortler to e11al.Jle the contractors to keep together the 
largo flocks and herds which so vast a consumption required, this 
extensive tract, known lJy the name of the Groene Kloof :Farms, 
was ceded to them for the term of their contract, which seldom 
cxcec,lccl one year. 

This extraordinary Rystem cc:rned shortly after the occupr.tion 
of the Colony by His ::\lajesty's Troops in 180G, and in 1808 Lord 
Caledon caused the grountl to Le di~lle<l into 20 considerable lots, 
an!l to Le let by public auction for a period of five years, by which 
measure a rent of 80!12 Rixdollars per annum was derived from a 
1murc:e antecedently entirely unproductive; this term consequently 
cxpire<l in the year 181:3, and the holders lrnve since been per­
mitted Lo continue in their ~everal occupations upon the rents 
olitaine<l at the puhlic letLina above noti<.:c<L 

0 • 

IL is evi<le11t that upon such short tcnme no improvement on 
the part of the tenauLs coul<l rationally have been expecte<l, 
llo l.Juildings erected, all(l in short tlwt this land, calculated for 
every sort of cull ivation and well suppli!\<l with . prings, must 
relllain a:; it now i"l, oue ,ast heath without inlmhitant:;. 

I ha v1; rer·ently eanse<l an accurate sm·vey to be taken of these 
fanrn,, making tlwrein a more crtnal and com enicnt <livision 
of lite lan<l as wdl as of the supply of water to the respective 
F.'.rms, an1l I ,vish therefore to propo ·t• to your Lor,lsliip eitl:er to 
a'.H·nate them in perpetuity, or Lo let them for sueh a term as shall 
gi Ve the tena11ts sullieieut interest to warrant their building upon 
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antl cultirnting these lurn1s. In the view I ha Ye of the i\U l,ject, 
I should submit to your Lor!L hip to a!lopt 1hc firilt proposition, 
because the practice of the Settleml'nt has not l>cen that of taking 
lands upon <letcrrninal,le leases, and consequently the introtlnction 
of a new system woul<l in all prohal>i1ity operate to the prl'judice 
of the lea~ing; lmt a diffil'nlty appears to ocl'ur eYen in this 
proposal, which indcecl seems tu haYo causotl the long hesitation in 
the disposal of this property. 

ny the capitulation of the Colony in 180G the larnls and houses 
constituting the <lemesne of the Government are plo<lge<l to the 
puLlic as a security for that proportion of the paper currency 
,1 hich had been a11tccedcntly issued on the faith of the Batavian 
Covernrnent, and alt.hough this has not been construed to include 
any part of the waste larn1s of the ~ettlemeut, yet the InhaLilants 
hase always in some measure regarded these arnl the other produc­
tive Government lands as Leing part of the security poinle<l out. 

If the land is to be consillered as mortgaged, it ,vill occur to 
your Lonlsbip that no buildings erected upon lands so plellgod 
would be exempt from the consequences to which all mortgaged 
property may be considered liaLle, and thus difficulties occur to 
the adoption of either of the alternatives which I have had 
the honour of submitting to your Lordship. 

It is however in my view of the sul>ject a very douhtfnl 
question, \\hether the vague article of the capitulation alluded to 
will ]Jcar th interpretation I have thought it right to a wrizo your 
Lonlship has been put upon it. The paper currency whi<'h is very 
limited in its amount, whieh has the guarantee of the J\ritish 
Uovernmeut, which i:; the only circulating medium recuivrnl in, 11 
Government payments, whether of ta.·es or impositions, all(l 
which Ly practice is the only legal tender betwcPn 111an an,l mau, 
appears to rest its value upon rntH:h moro soli,l grournls, an(l 
indeed under tl1e former (:overnmcnt no such security was cn•r 
heh! ont for it, Lui it wa:< issued arnl revein•1l solely upon the 
faith of the Rtate. lf any partienlar value ha(l Leen nttache<l to 
the secmity allude!l to in the eapitulnti<•n, a schedule ilpecifyiiw 
what was so particularly pledgc<l wouhl have naturally lieu~ 
attaehe<l to the ,\et, and tlie present uncertainty have been d()Jie 
away. TlH' main point has been al·cornplished, the continuancu of 
the paper rno11e • as the circttlaiing meclittrn, awl its i,!11:traittP<: Jiy 
tll<: ( ;O\'l)l'lllll!'lt(, 
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1 t will 1,e therefore for your Lordship to deciclc what course it 
will lie hest to adopt with r<>SJIIJd to the lancls in <tnestion, 
at prl'sent, althou,.:;h :t considerable rPnt is ol,tained for them, yet 
as th<'y are almost entirely apprupriatc<l to the herds whid1 
depasture them in their nncnltirnte,l state, they may be said to be 
comparatively waste, when if Jivide1l as I hrtve propose,! to divide 
them, into about 30 large farms (of" hieh the a!·en, comprehending 
near 1~0,000 acres is conrnnicntly susceptible) Buildings woul<l 
lie <'l'Cd<'<l, Impruven1e11ts made, all(! they woul<l maintain n. 
considerable popul 1tion awl afford a large surplus to the wants of 
this market. l have &c. 

(Signe,l) CHARLES IIE~]ty SO)IERSET. 

[Original.] 

LcltCI' f,·oni the IlEVF.REND C. I. LATROBE to HENRY 

GOULl.lUH.·, ESQUE. 

CAPE TowN, December 2Dth 1815. 

Rrn,-Yestenln,y's Packet brought me Your most obliging letter 
of the 17th of October, and I must not defer expressing to you 
rny sincerest acknowlmlgements fC11.· the kindness with which you 
conyeye1l to me the 1lecision of the Hight Honourable the Earl 
llathmst on the points sulnnitted to His Lordship in my letter of 
the 11th of ~epternher. 

l t is irnpo sible fur me to do justice to my own feelings and those 
of our missionaries at Groeuekloof iu dedaiing to His Lordship our 
sense of !,is conucsce11sion in gi, i11g such directions concerning 
that establishment as will affor,l to it perrnanency an<l security, 
an1l the means, \llnler Urnl, of rendering it snhservient in promoting 
the spiritual arnl temporal welfare of the Hottentots. They will 
also he int'o1·11H!<l of the n1hlitional ohligatiomi they owe to n. 
<loYer1JmPnt, which has always apprond it ·elf tl1eir 1,l'ncfarlnr 
and ]>rut<•l'lor, arnl will feel it with peculiar force on the present 
OCPU ion. 

'\Vhl'll I lia,l tlu' honom of waiting upon His T◄>cl'lk•ncy, Lonl 
< 'harh•s Soml'l'S •! the dav he fore Yt stcrda v at X ewlands tlwuah I ' • V ., ' r, 
ie l'\:]it·L•s. \d him elf ,~:trrnly as lo his Yiews l1aYing been mi~-

l'l!] ►l'e$c11ted, )d he kindly aLLen1lcd tu what l allcdged in apology 
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for the pnrt I hn<l. tnken, an<l. invite<l. me to make farther com­
munications to him on the sul>ject. I mentioned. to His Excellency 
that I ha<l. applie<l. for a restoration of the wood, first given to the 
estaMislnnent, so that the direction sent will not Le unexpected. 

In consulting with our missionaries from Groenekloof I have no 
reason to think that there was the lenst misstatement on their 
part, nor could they put any other construction upon the transac­
tions upon which my huml>le appeal to GoYcrnment was foull([c<l, 
than that which I had the honour to state to you. 

·with the greatest etc. 

(Signed) Cu. TG. LATROBE. 

[Copy.J 

A ustract of the Accounts of Jlis J.lajrsl/j's Rrr:civcr Glt1rral at 
the Cape of Good Ilopcfvr the Yea/' 1815 

HEYEN-CE: 
R<I•. •kil, •J. 

Lombard Bank 
,, (rcpaymcntH) 

Discount bank 
Vcnduc Jutics 
C1rntoms 
Land revenue 
'l'ithcs and transfer duties 
Rtamps 
Rcq ucstrator's dcpartmcn t 
Printing (lepartmeut 
Comman<lo ta: 
Port <Ines 
l'u~tagc 
Fiucs . 
Fees of ofl1cc,; 

Balance 

,, ,rine ta t<·r's (lcj artmeut 
.Annu:tl rcpaymrnt hy t-itcllc1i\,0Hch 
Burgl,cr ~cnatc, fur watcrwork~. 
'l'ul :K • 

)I i,ccll:mcous rccci pts 

ltds. 

78,038 
0:i,:1111 
3i,OD7 
21,\.112 

121, 22] 
2i7,2ll 

G7,~D4 
28:l,613 
10::;, l(j8 

G,5~·1 
1:l,218 
:.!D,000 
11,:102 
n, 1na 
n,;J7·t 

Hl,:111 
o,!I::0 
a,ooo 

21,000 
1!3,~f);'j 

8,li8I 

I ,2.'\!l,fi'.l7 

4 ·1 
G 4 
1 0 
0 -! 
2 5 
:1 :j, 

G 2 
G 2 
7 0 
0 1 
0 0 
0 0 
2 0 
1 0 
0 ,, l 

"41 
;; 2 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
u :I 

:I I' • 

 

 



Records of the Cape Colony. 

Civil list, sterling salaries. 
Colonial salaries 

EXPENDITURE: 

Public buildings ( erection of new and repairs of old build-
ingR, &c.) 

Cape regiment 
Pay of Hottentot captains 
Expenses of offices . 
Criminal prisoners and convicts 
Remittance to colonial agent 
Bible and school funrl, in aid of tho same 
Freight and passage money, travelling expenses, &c. 
Ilouse rent and lodging money. 
Vessels and boats, purchase money and repairs of ditto, in­

cluding charges of the harbour master's departments at 
outposts . 

Buckbay, Grootepost and Somerset establishments 
Frontier service 
Government Con~tantia wine . 
Commission of circuit 
Annual repayment by Stellenbosch (destroyed) 
Burgher Senate, for waterworks 
Roads and bridgeR . 
Miscellaneous expenditure 

~lance. 

Rds. 

Rds. 
266,156 
349,669 

122,378 
207,146 

2,244 
21,726 
11,653 
44,087 
2,523 
3,972 
4,768 

8,526 
33,016 
3,972 
2,523 
9,800 
3,000 

15,396 
124,566 

7,444 
15,122 

1,259,697 

49 

ski!. al. 
4 5¼ 
2 0 

0 2½ 
7 5! 
1 4t 
1 1 
7 5 
7 2 
6 3 
0 0 
0 1 

5 2 
4 2 
2 0 
4 0 
0 0 
0 0 
7 2 
1 4 
7 l¾ 
5 4~ 

6 

3 4t 

(Signed) J. W. STOLL, Rec' Gen'. 

MISCELLANEOUS RECEIPTS :-1815. 

Fiscal's dopartment, tho amount of expenses refunded by 
HCvcral masters whose slaves were criminally prosecuted 
all<l afterwanls returned to them . . 

Colonial paymaster, reimbursement on account of Cape 
regiment. . . . . . 

Couunissary general, on account of store rent 
Do. for timber. 

Rds. 

R<ls. ski!. sl. 

642 3 0 

352 5 2 
1,263 0 5 
6,125 7 2 

8,684 0 3 

(Sirncd) J. \V. STOLL, Rec' Gen'. 
XI. E 
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SUNDRY EXPENDITURE :-1815. 

Commissnry General, forage iRsucd to l\'[r. Hough. 
Premiums given at the farming of tho tolls. 
J. Zorn, Esq. for vegetables, &c. supplied by him 
Mr. 'rhibault, the hire of slaves employed in the survey of 

lands 
J. II. Bruchheiser, meat, &c. for lions 
Receiver of land revenue, in reimbursement of the amount of 

arrears of rent on the loan place Brakkefontein, erro­
neously paid into the Treasury 

Mr. Uohne, subsistence of prize negroes placed in slave lod\!e. 
His Majesty's collector of customs, sundry charges on account 

of twenty-six prize negroeR, apprenticed to the governor 
for the time being 

Commissary General, forage issued to tho Rev. Mr. Hough 
Dr. Hussey, expenses incurred in the hospital on account of 

M. Neville 
R. Stone, for having taken charge of horses, &c. belonging to 

Government on board ship. 
Commissary General, forage issued to Rev. Mr. Hough. 
Premiums given to the highest bidder at the farming of tho 

wine licences 
Pay to a working party employed in measuring a quantity of 

Government timber . 
Commissary General, forn\!e issued to Mr. Hough 
Mr. SmutR, in reimbursement of certain transfor duties paid 

by him 
Mr. La Harpe, as above 
Mr. Mel viii, his expenses in Hurvcying tho Groenekloof farms 

Do. Do. Do. 
Mr. Venables, for a Biblo for tho church at Simon's Town 

Rds. 

R<l•. ski!. st. 

13!) 7 3 
370 0 0 
61 4 0 

630 0 0 
400 0 0 

235 0 0 
533 2 1 

3!)0 0 0 
63 7 1 

33 6 2 

272 1 1 
32 1 31 

1,155 0 0 

70 5 2 
32 1 4 

3!)6 4 2 
320 0 0 

2,014 G 0 
254 0 0 

40 0 0 

7,411 7 lf 

(Signed) J. \V. STOLL, Rec' Gon'. 
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Cape Dlslrlel 

Stellenbaocb. 

Swelleud.am . 

Graa!f Rei::e~ 

Ultenha..-c 

Tulb&gh . 
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I 

Return shozcin:; tltc Population and Cattle in the Possession of Individuals at the Cape of 
Good Hope in the Year 1815. 
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Return showing the State of Cultivation and Quantity of Land occupied at the Cape of Good Hope 

in the year 1815 . 
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[Copy.] 

Proclamation by LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

Concerning the creation of new to replace worn out paper 
money. 

12th January 1816. 

------------
[Original.] 

Letter from REAR ADMIRAL COCKBURN to J. ·w. CROKER, ESQRE. 

Northumberland, ST. HELENA RoADS, the 12th January 1816. 

Srn,-I have to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Barrow's letter 
No. G, of the 1st September last (by the Cormorant) enclosing for 
my consideration and report a letter from Lieutenant Milne 
relative to the Island of Ascension. 

By my first dispatch from hence their Lordships will have 
observed that the Island of Ascension being so situated as to 
render it very possible if not probable that it might be resorted to 
for the purpose of favouring the escape of General Buonaparte had 
not escaped my attention, and that I had consequently taken steps 
to prevent the occupation of it by any other nation until I could 
hear from their Lordships on the subject, it was however only with 
reference to General Buonaparte and my determination not to 
hesitate in taking any step I deemed necessary to insure his 
security which occasioned my so taking possession of and 
stationing a Guard Ship at Ascension, for I do not agree with 
Lieutenant Milne in supposing that Island at all likely to become 
a settlement of any value to us, its proximity to this place ( only 
three days run from it) possessing such advantages over it, so 
advanced in cultivation and where supplies must continue to be so 
much more easily obtained, must render it extremely improbable 
that Ascension would be at all resorted to whenever from the 
death of General Buonaparte (which in all human probability 
must take place before a settlement at Ascension could be much 
advancecl) or from other causes the present restrictions upon 
ves~cls coming here may be removed, and the more especially 
wlule we retain the Cape of Good Hope where supplies of every 
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description are so much more plentifully and easily to be procured 
than at either; to which observations it may be added that the 
object which has hitherto drawn ships to Ascension (the Turtle 
landing there to lay their eggs) would in all likelihood be 
destroyed on a permanent establishment of any extent being fixed 
upon the Island. 

The Zeno"bia which vessel took the first turn of duty at 
Ascension is this moment returned from it to this place, and I 
enclose for their Lordships' further information on the subject 
Captain Dobree's report respecting the water &c. Captain Dobree, 
who was there about two months, appears to be very positive 
there is no spring upon the Island, he conceives however the 
water which was constantly dropping from the Slate Rocks he 
mentions would yield about a butt a day, and I own I am inclined 
to think notwithstanding Captain Dobree's opinion that this may 
ultimately prove to proceed from a small spring, it however 
appears quite clear from his report that the Island is not at all 
likely to furnish sufficient water for the purposes of cultivation 
under so hot a sun, as well as for the consumption of inhabitants, 
without very extensive tanks were formed there for catching and 
securing the rain water, which would of course be attended with 
very considerable expence, and as I have before observed the 
Island does not in my opinion hold out much promise of yielding 
to us any adequate ultimate advantage. 

I think nevertheless if it meet their Lordships' approbation that 
a more respqctable force might be placed upon it during the deten­
tion here of General Buonaparte, and that in such case it might be 
advantageous to send to it from here, and from the Cape, a pro­
portion of supplies of all descriptions sufficient to enable it to 
afford occasional assistance to any vessel in absolute want thereof, 
which it might be deemed right to refuse admittance here. 

To put their Lordships more completely in possession of every­
thing I haYe hitherto done with regard to Ascension, I consider it 
right also to enclose herewith a copy of the orders which Captain 
White of the Pcriwian (the Sloop now at that Station) is acting 
under, as well as an extract from instructions since given by 
me to Captain Hamilton of the Jiavannah relating to the same 
object. 

Captain Dobree is preparing a plan of the Island, soundings, &c., 
which I shall of course transmit to their Lordships when finished, 
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as well as such other material information as I may from time to 
time receive relating thereto. 

Herewith I return Lieutenant Milne's letter. I am &c. 

(Signed) G. CocKBL'RN, Rear Admiral. 

[Original.] 

Letter from REAR ADMIRAL COCKBURN to J. W. CROKER, ESQRE. 

Northumberland, ST. HELENA RoADS, the 12th January 181G. 

Sm,-! have to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Barrow's letter 
(with inclosures) numbered 10 under date of the 17th October 
last (by the Levcret) relative to the ships destined to come to this 
station upon the Peace Establishment, and conveying to me their 
Lordships' Instructions thereupon and upon the other points to 
which it refers, the whole of which will of course meet from me 
with every possible attention and obedience. As one of the 
paragraphs however of this letter from Mr. Barrow relates to the 
subject of my shifting my flag from the Northunibe1'land to the 
Jupiter for the purpose of my continuing in the command on this 
station, I consider it necessary not to delay submitting ~o their 
Lordships that having clearly and perfectly understood from Lord 
Melville (previous to my quitti~ town) that an admiral destined 
to command here upon the Peace Establishment would come out 
to relieve me in the Jupiter, I of course counted thereupon, and 
(leaving England as I did at so short a notice) I neglected to make 
many very necessary arrangements I should certaiuly have done 
had I expected a longer detention abroad, owing to which and to 
my health, and other circumstancqs being such as to render my 
continuance hero likely to prove extremely prejudicial to rue, I am 
placed under the necessity of requesting their Lordships will be 
pleased to order my being superseded as early as may be con­
sistently withiu their power after tho receipt hereof, should tho 
fears which tho aforesaid varagraph of Mr. Barrow's letter have 
occasioned me prove correct, and the J1111itcl' have quitted England 
wiL110ut a .Flag Oificer to relieve mo. I am &c. 

(Signed) G. Coc1rnun:-., 
ltcar Admiral all(l Commander in Chief. 
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[Office Copy.J 

Letter froni LORD BATHURST to LORD CHARLES Ro:mmHET. 

DOWNING STREET, rnt11 Jmwary 181G. 

MY LORD,-I have the honor to transmit to your Lordship 
herewith the Copy of a Letter addressed to my Under Secretary 
by Mr. Courtenay, .Agent for the Cape of Good Hope, respecting an 
.Application which has been made to him on behalf of the Widow 
of Mr. F. L . .A. Butter or Van Buttaar, late an Ensign in the Cape 
Regiment, who died while holding that Commission the year 1807. 
Mrs. Butter conceives herself to be entitled to a Pension as an 
Ensign's Widow, but states herself to have made in vain various 
.Applications with the view of obtaining it. I have therefore to 
request that your Lordship will cause an enquiry to be made into 
the Circumstances of the Case in question, and in the Event of its 
appearing that Mrs. Butter is entitled to a Pension, I am to desire 
that you will give the necessary directions for it to be issued to her 
in the regular manner. I have &c. 

(Signed) J3ATIIUltST. 

[Original.] 

Letter frorr1, LORD O11ARLES SOMERSET to EAitL BATlllJUST. 

GOVERNMENT JiousF:, 
CAPE OF Goon 1101·111, Jmwary '20th 181G. 

MY Lonn,-Shortly previou to the departure of Sir ,T. 'ra<lock, 
in order to give the greatest effect lo the system he ha<l brought 
forward relative to the distribution of new Lands ancl to the con­
version of the old tenures (called Loan Leases) into tenures in 
perpetuity, he appointed Mr. D'Escury Inspector of Government 
Lands; and instead of this office l>eing a sinecure as heretofore, it 
has been rendered one of the most lal>orious and most important 
of any in the Settlement; 1 only <lo justice to l\Ir. 1)' Escury in 
assuring Your Lordship that he executes the unpopular duties 
attached to it, with talent, industry and impartiality. 

Mr. D'Escury has reprcsenteu to me in strong terms that the 
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salary attached to this situation is wholly inadequate to the main­
tenance of the respectable station in society he holds, or to the 
remuneration of his laborious duties, being only 3000 Rds., which 
at the present exchange does not amount to more than £320 
sterling. 

Feeling therefore that Mr. D'Escury has strong claims and that 
his case is iu many respects different from most of the other Civil 
Aervants of this Government who are considerably underpaid, I 
beg to recommend to your Lordship's consideration the propriety 
of encrcasing his 'alary to 5000 Hixdollars. Under the circum­
stances of the present pressure upon the Colonial Revenue I 
should be very unwilling to recommend any additional expense, 
but I am encouraged to do so from a confident expectation that a 
pension of 2000 Rds. which was allowe<l to the person formerly 
holding this office in consequence of his long service and other 
claims upon the British Government will soon fall in, the state of 
health of Mr. Baumgardt being such as to preclude the possibility 
of his continuing to draw it much longer. I have &c. 

(Signed) CIIARLES HENRY So.1111msET. 

[Original.] 

Letter from L01m CIIARLES So:r.rnRSET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE OF Goon HOPE, Jan=ry 22nd 1816. 

MY Lonn,-I have the honor to inform your Lordship that on 
the 8th instant arrived in this nay the Dutch ship of the line 
Admiral El'rrlson, bearing the flag of Hear Admiral Buyskcs and 
tho Dutch sloop of war the Spion, and that on the 11th instant 
the Dutch line of batLlc ship Admiral de Ruyter, having on board 
General Antingh with troops for the garrison of Batavia arrived in 
Simon's Bay. The line of battle ships Amsterdam, and Brabant 
with two frigates are daily expected to join the above force here, 
these Haruours being appointed the rendezvous fur the squadron 
and the troops on board, which arc stated to be upwards of 5000 
men. 

Situated as Great Britain is in its relations with the Sovereign 
of t.he Netherlands I <lo not feel any auxicty at the protracted 
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stay of this force in the Harbours of this Government, but it may 
be worthy of your Lordship's remark that under the pretence of 
sending a competent force for the wants of East Indian posses­
sions, a similar armament has in its power to enter these bays and 
to avail itself of the weakness of the Garrison here in a mn.uner 
highly prejudicial to His Majesty's interests. 

There is not at this moment a single vessel of Force in these 
Harbours, and the troops under my command are much reduced 
in number by the aid which was afforded from hence to the East 
Indian Government, independent of which the large detachment 
in the interior could not be made applicable in the first instance 
to the Colonial defence. 

It will naturally occur to your Lordship that should any change 
in Europe give rise to an attempt of this nature, partial or tem­
porary success would facilitate any ulterior enterprize against the 
Island of St. Helena, the Blockade of which might be effected by 
a squadron of the strength of the one now assembling here. A 
considerable time would elapse before intelligence of such a 
measure could reach England, and long before relief under such 
circumstances could be expected, and in the mean time the 
Garrison of St. Heltma might be reduced to the greatest difficul­
ties for provisions now chiefly drawn from hence. I am inclined 
to offer these obvious reflexions to your Lordship from the 
accounts we have of the still unsettled. state of Franco, and from 
the possibility that a latent feeling favourable to Buonaparte might 
appear amongst the troops now in these roads, if opportunity 
should offer. It is understood lhat they have all served under his 

anners. I trust therefore that the policy of strengthening this 
lace with troops will be apparent to your Lordship. I have, &c. 

(Signed) CUARLES liENRY SOMERSET. 

[Original.] 

Letter from Lo1m OnAnLES So.mmsET to EAUL BATIIUUST. 

GOVEH~~IENT HOUSE, 

CAI'E OF GooD lloI'E, l!4th Janrtary 181G. 

1\fy Lo1m,-In communications which I have had the honor to 
make to Your Lordship I have alludetl to the very great irnpor-
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tance (I might indeed say necessity) of creating export from this 
Settlement. 

Next to the export of wine I conceive the soil is best calculated 
for the export of horses, and were a market once rendered certain, 
it might in a very few years l>e carried to an extent quite un­
limited. 

Learning from officers belonging to the Indian Army who have 
touched at the Cape on their return to Europe, that the cavalry in 
India is not supplied with horses without difficulty and infinite 
expense, I have deemecl it expedient to address to the Company's 
~acting) agent here, a letter (of which the enclosed is a copy), on 
that subject, and I trust I may hope for Your Lordship's warm 
support (l>y a communication with the Board of Directors) to a 
measure which, if adopted, cannot fail to be of incalculable 
advantage to the prospel'ity of this Settlement. I have &c. 

(Signed) OIIAl{LES HENRY SOl\iERSET. 

(Original.l 

Return of Troops serving at the Cape of Good Hope on 
the 25th of January 1816. 

Officers of all ranks at the Regimental Head Quarters 
or on Detached Duty at the Station 188 

Sergeants, Trumpeters, Drummers, and Rank and :File: 
Hoyal Artillery 324 
Gunner Drivers 99 
Sappers and Miners 14 
21st LighL Dragoons 993 
(i0Lh .Foot 1026 
83nl .Foot 914 
Uape Hegiment (at Grahams Town) 700 
Garrison Uompany (at .Algoa Bay) 131 

Grand Total 4499 
l'rizc Negroes 61 

(Signed) C. II. Sol\IEitSET, General Commanding. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from the EARL OF CALEDON to LORD BATHURST. 

CALEDON, 29111 Janll,(lrlj 1816. 

MY DEAR LORD,-In confirming Mr. Crozier's appointment of Post 
Master at the Cape of Good Hope Your Lordship has provided for 
a very deserving young man in whose promotion I took particular 
interest not only on account of his own merit but from the circum­
stance of his being married to a daughter of the late Mr. van 
Ryneveld a gentleman who filled the offices of Fiscal and President 
of the Court of Justice in a manner which procured him the 
confidence and respect of Lord Macartney and each succeeding 
Governor. 

As to myself I do assure your Lordship no person can be more 
truly sensible than I am of the manner in which you have com­
plied with my request; I had no claim upon your private friend­
ship and am sufficiently conversant in public business to be aware 
that many and very pressing applications must attend your 
patronage. I had great reluctance chiefly on this account in 
applying to your Lordship and I am willing to believe you will 
not consider me vain in attributing your acquiescence to a mark 
of the approbation you once expressed of my administration of the 
Colonial Government. If so your Lordship has added greatly to 
the favor but under any consideration I must always retain a 
grateful reco~lection of the obligation you have confer'<l. 

I have &c. 
(Signed) CALEDON. 

[Original.] 

Letter from THOMAS Cou1tTENAY, EsQnE., to lIENltY 
GOULBURN, ESQRE., 

WmTEIIALL, 2!llh ,Tmiuary 181G. 

Srn,-I feel it my duty to call Earl Bathurst's attention to the 
approaching Expiration of the Act 51th Geo. 3, Cap. 182. The 
Oruer of the Prince Tiegent in Council of 3-!th September 1811:, 
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by which the Commerce of the Cape of Good Hope is now regu­
lated, was issued under the authority of the 49th Geo. 3rd Cap. 17 
continued by the Act abovementioned; and will expire with the 
Act on the 25th of March next. 

I submit therefore that should it be the Opinion of His 
Majesty's Ministers, that the system established by that Order 
should be preserved, it will be necessary either to propose to 
l\ll'liament the further continuance of the Act 49 Geo. 3rd, 
giving to His Majesty the power of making Orders for the 
Trade of the Cape, or to subject the Colony to distinct legislative 
regulation. 

I shall, I trust, be pardoned, for expressing a hope on the part 
of the Settlement of the Cape of Good Hope that when the Com­
mercial System under which it is to be governed comes under 
review, the Observations which I addressed to Lord Bathurst 
through Major General Bunbury in my letter of the 29th of 
December 1814 will be adverted to. 

You did me the honor to inform me on the 26th October last 
that that letter had been referred to the Committee of the Privy 
Council for Trade, and to the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, 
but I am apprehensive that no decision has taken place upon the 
subject. 

To the Articles mentioned therein, as probable Articles of 
importation from the Cape into tlns Country, I have now to add 
the Orchilla, or Archelia, a vegetable production, of considerable 
importance in the Art of Dyeing, not found in any other British 
Colony; but as I am aware that Lord Charles Somerset has made 
this the subject of a Dispatch to Lord Bathurst, I shall not now 
trouble you with any further remark thereon. 

In reference to that part of my letter of the 29th December 1814 
which related to the Duties on Whale Oil, the Produce of a Fishery 
carried on at the Cape, I have now the honor to enclose an Extract 
of a letter which I have subsequently received from the Governor 
of the Cape. I have &c. 

(Signed) Tnos l'1m. CouHTE!-,'AY, 
.Agent for the Cape of Good Hope. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from Lo1m CHARLES SOMERSET to EARL DATIIURST. 

CAPE OF GooD IlOPE, January 30th 181G. 

MY LORD,-1 had the honor to recehe your Lordship's dispatch 
No. 41 dated 9th November last relative to the Revd. Mr. 
McKenny on the 27th instant. In justice to that gentleman I 
must assure your Lordship that his conduct here has Leen not only 
inoffensive, but indeed extremely respectable, and that the answer 
I gave to his application to preach in Cape Town (of which en­
closure No. 1 is a copy) had no personal reference whatever to 
Mr. McKenny, but was founded upon the reply of the Political 
Commissary and of the clergy to whom His Excellency the Earl 
of Caledon referred a similar application in 1809. (Enclosure 
No. 2.) 

Altho' I should be happy to see Mr. McKe1my's exertions 
applied to converting unfortunate heathens to Christianity (in 
which effort I would readily afford him every support and en­
couragement) I will not disguise from your Lordship that my own 
strong and rooted ttachment to the established Church of England 
induces me to regard an interference with the soldiery and English 
inhabitants in a very different light, and as Mr. McKenny is 
ignorant of the Dutch language it would be solely to them that he 
could address himself. The religious establishment here consists 
of a Colonial Chaplain as well as a Military Chaplain. I do not 
conceive therefore that the English Inhabitants or Soldiery can 
stand in need of further clerical assistance. I shall however Le 
ready to attend and further whatever instructions your Lordship 
may honor me with on this subject. I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY S0\1ERSJ;T, 

[Enclosure 1 in the above.] 

Reply to the Afrmorial of the Revd. J,,fr. J,,fcKcnny rcq11csti?ig 
permission to preach the Gospel in Gapr T01cn. 

His Excellency the Governor conceives that the o]Jject of the 
l\Iemorialist's mission is to convert heathens Lo Christianity in the 
interior of the Colony. 
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Should the memorialist preach in the Cape Town it is to be 
feared his exertions might have the effect of interfering with the 
established Religion. 

Colonial Office, August 2Gth 1814. 
By Command of His Excellency the Governor. 

(Signed) C. Bmn. 

[Enclosure 2 in the above.] 

To Hrs ExcELLE~CY Du PRE EARL OF CALEDO:N", Governor, 
Comrnander in Chief of the Cape of Good Hope, &c., &c., &c. 

MY Lonn,-Mr. Edward Pritchett, who has addressed himself 
to your Excellency, in his own name and in the names of two of 
his brethren for leave to officiate as preacher in the old meeting 
house, are persons wholly unknown to the Consistory. \Ve there­
fore do not fool ourselves able to recommend their services in the 
capacity in which they wish to administer them ; in the meautime 
we have applied to such persons as were likely to give us any 
information respecting them, and have found that said Mr. 
Pritchett and his brethren have been sent out by a certain Society 
in England, not to officiate at this Capital, but in the Country 
Districts or other parts, with a view to promote the interest and 
welfare of the heathens, upon which footing we are of opinion the 
laudable intentions of the Society deserve every support and co­
operation, the more so as there is sufficient opportunity for soldiers 
and others enjoying the benefit of public worship in this Town, as 
heretofore, without the assistance of missionaries. 

In the hope of this proving q_ satisfactory answer to Your 
Excellency's esteemed letter of the 11th instant, we have &c. 

The Consistory of the Reformed Church 

C. Fu:cK, V.D.M., 
,T. II. v. MANGER, V.D.l\f., 
D. J>E WAAL, 

H. l)E ,TOXGH, 

,J. S~1UTS, 

0. l\fEYE!t, 

A. P. llE VIJ,LTEHS. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from LORD CH,illLES So~rnRSET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE OF GooD IlorE, January 30th 181G. 

MY LORD,-I had the honor to recehe your Lordship's dispatch 
No. 41 dated 9th November last relative to the Revd. Mr. 
McKenny on the 27th instant. In justice to that gentleman I 
must assure your Lordship that his conduct here has been not only 
inoffensive, but indeed extremely respectable, and that the answer 
I gave to his application to preach in Cape Town (of which en­
closure No. 1 is a copy) had no personal reference whatever to 
Mr. McKenny, but was founded upon the reply of the I>olitical 
Commissary and of the clergy to whom His Excellency the Earl 
of Caledon referred a similar application in 1809. (Enclosure 
No. 2.) 

Altho' I should be happy to see Mr. McKenny's exertions 
applied to converting unfortunate heathens to Christianity (in 
which effort I would readily afford him every support and en­
couragement) I will not disguise from your Lordship that my own 
strong and rooted 1ttachment to the established Church of England 
induces me to regard an interference with the soldiery and English 
inhabit:mts in a very different light, and as Mr. McKenny is 
ignorant of the Dutch language it would be solely to them that he 
could address himself. The religious establishment here consists 
of a Colonial Chaplain as well as a Military Chaplain. I do not 
conceive therefore that the English Inhabitants or Soldiery can 
stand in need of further clerical assistance. I shall however be 
ready to attend and further whatever instructions your Lordship 
may honor me with on this subject. I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HEXRY SO:\lEHSET. 

rEnclosure 1 in the above.] 

Rrply to the Afonoriril of tlw Revd. Afr. Alr.Krnny rrqucsling 
permission to preach tlte Gospel in Capr. T01t:n. 

His Excellency the Governor conceives that the olJjcct of the 
l\Icmorialist's mission is to convert heathens to ChristiauiLy iu the 
interior of the Colony. 

... 
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Should the memorialist preach in the Cape Town it is to be 
feared his exertions might have the effect of interfering with the 
established Religion. 

Colonial Office, August 26th 1814. 
By Command of His Excellency the Governor. 

(Signed) C. BIRD. 

[Enclosure 2 in the above.] 

To Hrs EXCELLENCY Du Pm~ EARL OF CALEDON, Governor, 
Commander in Chief of the Cape of Good Hope, &e., &e., &e. 

MY LonD,-Mr. Edward Pritchett, who has addressed himself 
to your Excellency, in his own name and in the names of two of 
his brethren for leave to officiate as preacher in the old meeting 
house, are persons wholly unknown to the Consistory. We there­
fore do not feel ourselves able to recommend their services in the 
capacity in which they wish to administer them ; in the meautime 
we have applied to such persons as were likely to give us any 
information respecting them, and have found that said Mr. 
Pritchett and his brethren have been sent out by a certain Society 
in England, not to officiate at this Capital, but in the Country 
Districts or other parts, with a view to promote the interest and 
welfare of the heathens, upon which footing we are of opinion the 
laudable intentions of the Society deserve every support and co­
operation, the more so as there is sufficient opportunity for soldiers 
and others enjoying the benefit of public worship in this Town, as 
heretofore, without the assistance of missionaries. 

In the hope of this proving ~ satisfactory answer to Your 
Excellency's esteemed letter of the 11th instant, we have &c. 

The Consistory of the Reformed Church 

C. FLECK, V.D.M., 
,T. JI. v. MANGER, V.D.M., 
D. J)F, WAAL, 

(Signed) If. llE ,TONGII, 

J. S)IUTS, 

G. MEYE!t, 

A. P. llE VILLIEHS. 
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[Original.] 

1Jfemorand1mi by JJfr. D'Escury upon Baron 0. K. va11, 
Hogendorp's Application for Land in the Colony. 

Mr. Beelaerts van Blokland, as agent for Mr. G. K. van Ilogen­
dorp, presented a memorial to the Governor and Council to obtain 
certain portions of Land at the Mossel Bay, Flesh Bay, and 
Outeniqua Land, incluiling part of the Coast and of the Woods, 
stating that the Government of Holland had agreed to the cession 
of certain portions of Land. 

Whereupon the Council resolved that in conformity to the 
expressed desire of the Supreme Government in Holland, they 
were willing to co-operate with the views of the Petitioner, and 
would grant Rim such portions of Land as pointed out in His 
memorial, in as far as they 'rnight be disposable, llnd upon such 
conditions as the Council should think necessary for the interests of 
the Colony. 

That, whereas general and undefined grants are liable to cause 
confusion and disputes, before any particular tract of Lanrl was 
granted to the Petitioner, a Commission of the Landdrost of 
Swellendam and the Land Surveyor W erninck would be appointed 
to inspect and measure the Lands asked for, and to report upon 
them minutely. 

Which was forthwith executed, and the Report was accordingly 
made on the 1st of August. 

The Governor communicated to have received a Letter in answer 
to the one Re had written to Mr. Van Hogenclorp dated the 19th 
January 1804, and handed over to the Council both thoso Letters. 

The first is descriptive of the nature of the Land, Re, the 
Governor, lwd seen during His journey; some short but pertinent 
remarks upon the Colony in general, as to its soil and agricultural 
resources,· the whole T,etter evidently ,.ntell(led to discourarre Mr 

0 • 

Van Hogenclorp u the projects he had formed ; After the dis-
couraging picture how.:ver, General Janssens added, that notwith­
standing here and there might be found some partial Spots where 
something a,lvantageous could be clone and concllHlcd by assuring 
Mr. Van Hogendorp that whatever he might still wish to uncler­
take, in the pursuit of his projects, Uc could rely on every rn,sist-

I 

I 

1 
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a.nee the Colonial Government could give him. This Letter was 
private and confidential. 

By Mr. Van Hogendorp's answer it appears that the foregoing 
had produced a Strong effect upon his mind, and had considerably 
shaken his original ideas and hopes of success ; however recovering 
from these, he laid hold of the more flattering Sentences, and 
combining the idea of those promising partial Spots with the 
tender of assistance on the part of General J anssens, he resumed 
his former Speculations with encreased ardor, and submits some 
new projects upon them. 

On the 15th August 1804 Mr. Beelaerts, as agent aforesaid, was 
summoned before the Court, and the decision upon his memorial of 
the 18th of January preceding was communicated to him, to the 
following effect : 

That the report of the Landdrost of Swellendam and Land 
Surveyor W erninck having been received, from which it clearly 
appeared that only a small portion of Land is disposable, in­
adequate to the views of Mr. Van Hogendorp, that the danger of 
navigating in those Bays would lead to enormous expenses, and be 
of no benefit to the projected Colonization, which the Petitioner 
admitting, the Council was of opinion that the granting of such 
Lands, as pointed out by the Petitioner, would not be advisable 
for the interests of Mr. Van Hogendorp to grant; but in order to 
employ the means already sent here, and to occupy the few people 
who had arrived, the Council offered the ceding of certain portion 
of Land at the Hout Bay. 

The Petitioner did not positively accept the Offer; the principal 
object of lffr. Van Hogendorp being to colonize at a distance from 
Cape Town. The Petitioner was <l.iJsired to send in his determina­
tion in writing, as soon as possible, and in the meantime the 
Inspector of Lands and Woods was directed to ascertain what 
Lands could be ceded to the Petitioner at the Hout Bay. 

And, in order to prevent any loss of time, the said Inspector 
was directed immediately to point out at the Hout Bay such a 
piece of Land as he knew not to be occupied. 

But the Petitioner not having applied for the same, it was 
communicated to him that such a piece of Land he could immedi­
ately obtain, and was invited to appoint a person to that effect. 

The Petitioner gave in his written memorial, wherein He first 
recapitulated the Resolution of the 15th August preceding, with 

xr. Jf 
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an intention to shew, and indeed expressed, that he conceive<l 
the grant as petitionccl for harl been conceded. (The intention all(l 
disposition to make the grant was certainly e. pressed un the part 
of the Council ; but subject to cornlitions and to a report to he 
made upon the extent and nature of the L::m<l, and no 1ictual awl 
positive concession had been ma(le.) 

He admitted the kind intention of the Council in offering the 
land at the Hout Bay; but stateJ it to be quite insufficient for the 
objects contemplated, and then entereJ into a wide field of Specu­
lations and views, &c., but at the same time confessed tlwt thrrr, 
were greater diffecultit's opposed to the success of llfr. Virn IIogen­
dorp's plan than what Ile had anticipated; finally, that if the 
Lands, as pointed out by the Said Memorial could not l)e con­
ceded, that then He was prepared to accept the Lands at the Hout 
Bay; persisting however in his former petition to lt:.1.ve certain 
Caitle l!laces allowed, and reserving also to e.·teml the said 
petition for more Lands in future, on the East Coast, &c. 

On this memorial the Governor General J anssens rrn,erved to 
Himself to give His opinion in writing, and to lay it before the 
Council. This He did on tho 10th September 180--l:. 

In this well digested document General J anssens clearly shew~, 
in a military and in a civil point of view, the inexpe<lieney, an(l 
the impolicy of making such a grant, for such purposes; particu­
larly so with respect to the inability of the then Mother Country 
to pro~·ide against the dangers that might grow out of it. And at 
the same time he very strongly remarks upon the imprudence, on 
Mr. Van Hogendorp'c, part, to engage so largely and precipitately 
in speculations of which he did. not know the nature, and involved 
himself before he knew the result of what was goiurr on here; ho 
proviJed everything at an enormous expense, uncertain it: when 
procureJ, it could be made applicable. 

The inference seems a fair one, thn.t if Mr. Van IIogcndorp hacl 
brought losses upon himself by being too sanguine, h , could nut 
expect that the Governme.1t would compensate him for those 
losses; the private and confiJential Letter General ,Jans ens wrote 
to him, instead of having the effect of dissua(ling him, for which it 
was intenJed, operated electrically the other way; l> 'cau e there 
were two passages in it, tho' expressed in geucr,tl terms, \\ liieh he 
Seized upon and construed so as Lo give new zest to hi projects. 

It must be admitted that thi • document is euuched in Rtr Il"{'r 
0 
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terms of objection than the private and confidential Letter written 
to ~Ir. Van Hogendorp on the 10th January preceding. Hut that 
was a private communication between General Janssens and }.fr. 

Van Hogemlorp; this last document is a public and oJficial one; 
11,hercby the Government 8tands clear of any participatio,i or cn­
co10·at1rmc,it, ancl it must he supposed that the Petitioner has 
acquainted Mr. Van IIogendorp, his principal, with its contents. 

The Hesolution upon this Official document is a repetition of 
what had been said in the Resolution of the 15th of August, that 
the land found to be disposable was insufficient &c., and it adopts 
the general course of reasoning as observed in the said document 
and repeals a1so the readiness of the Council to grant to the 
Petitioner at the Hout Bay the Land pointed out by the Inspector 
of Lands and \V oods upon certain conditions. 

The Council also sta1 eel, that with respect to the plan of 
colonizing, they would refer it to the Supreme Government in 
Holland, to ascertain, whether, and in how far, they could and 
ought to comply with Mr. Van Hogendorp's views. 

Nothing however on this Subject appears farther on record. 
It seems then clear that the Government at the time considered 

the matter of the extensive grant of Land at Plettenbcrg's Bay, 
&c., as set aside; and that for tlw use and accom1,wdation of the 
nieans already arriccd, a ,ul in lic11 of the former, certain quantity 
of Larnl should be assigned to the Petitioner at the Hout Bay. 

Which quantity of Land, accor<liug to the report of the 
Inspector of Lan<ls and Woods, amounts to from 120 to 130 
morgons of Good useful Land. 

By thus long hesitating to accept the Land offered at the Hout 
Bay, and not receiving it, tho' acc~ted by his last memorial, when 
the Inspector was prepared to point it out, the Petitioner lost for 
the time, and until now, the benefit of that Lancl. Soon after the 
Colony was taken; and altho' at the Capitulation General Jans­
sens llleaut to make some provision for 1\fr. Van Hogendorp, this 
Was rcsistcll; thcr1jorc no plea ca,i be C8tuhlishc1l on the yrvu,ul of 
the cupillllatiu,i. 

Mr. Heclaerls presentcll subse11ucmt1y, on the 12th January 
1808, a memorial to Lord Cale<lo11, then Oovcrnor, to have the 
L,rn{l at Lhe Hunt Bay coufirmc1l to ::\fr. Van Hogcwloq>; lmt 
which on the 18th followinrr was neqativcil on <reneral and 1mhlic b , b 

gromllh, and partit!ularly h(";rnr,e :\fr. Van Hogemloip was then 
I, :.l 
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an alien Enemy under the supposed allegiance to the French King 
of Holland. 

However the British Government did not allow the Land in­
tended by the Batavian Government for Mr. Van Ilogendorp, to 
be alienated, not only, but even a part of it, which had been 
obtained by Mr. Grand, They re-purchased of him for Rixds. 5000. 
So that the original intention of the Batavian Government may 
still be confirmed in full, as relates to the Hout Bay. And lately 
Mr. Beelaerts once more petitioned His Excellency, the present 
Governor, to the same effect, on the ground of right; but to which 
on the 10th November 1814 was replied, that the claim of Bight 
having always been rejected by preceding Governments, and 
approved of by the British Government at home, His Excellency 
saw no ground for admitting the pretensions. 

To this short compendium of the particulars of this case, the 
Undersigned begs leave to add, that it is with real regret he 
learned some time since that Mr. Van Hogendorp had conceived 
the idea that the Undersigned had expressed to entertain opinions 
favorable to Mr. Van Ilogendorp's views upon the acquirement of 
Land in this Colony by title of Right, whereas nothing is more 
distant from what the Undersigned has always thought and 
expressed ; and on the occasion of Mr. Beelaerts presenting his 
last Memorial above alluded to, he did the Undersigned the honor 
to communicate it to him; which, when returning it, the Under­
signed wrote to Mr. Beelacrts the following note : 

" Respecting the subject of the memorial, as it may possibly be 
referred to me, I canr1ot well prejudge it, but this much I will say, 
it strikes me, that you cannot possibly establish a r • it, whatever 
you may be able to obtain as a grant; but then your 11->plicatiou 
should be directed accordingly, and with reference tu the estab­
lished customs and regulations of the Colony." 

This must be allowed to be perfectly clear, and not susceptiule 
of misconception ; and whereas the undersigned believes 1fr. 
Beelaerts to have communicated it to Mr. Van IIogendorp, he 
cannot imagine whence the erroneous idea before str .. te<l can have 
arisen. 

(Signed) Cn. D'Escu1w. 
CAI'E Towi,, the 3r<l of .February 1816. 
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Letter from, TnollL\S LACK, ESQRE., to HENRY GOULBURN, ESQRE. 

OFFICE OF C-OMMITTEE OF PmvY COUNCIL FOR TRADE, 

WHITEHALL, 6th February 1816. 

Sm,-TQc Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade 
having had under their Consideration Your Letters of the 30th 
January and 14th November 1815, and 1st February 1816, with 
the several Papers inclosed therein, relative to the Trade of the 
Uape of Good Hope, I am directed to acquaint you, for the in­
formation of Earl Bathurst, that Their Lordships think it would be 
expedient, (and will undertake to introduce a Bill) to renew until 
the 5th July 1817 the Act which authorizes His Majesty in 
Council to regulate the trade of the Cape of Good Hope. Their 
Lordships do not propose to continue the Bill for a longer period 
than that above specified, in the Hope that in tho meantime the 
Trade of the Uape of Good Hope will have acquired a Character 
of sufficient Permanence to enable His Majesty's Government to 
determine hereafter on the expediency of submitting to Parliament 
a more fixed anangement. 

With regard to lowering the Duties on the various Articles of 
the Produce of the Cape, The Lords of this Committee think it 
necessary to observe that some of those Articles, such as Oranges, 
Lemons, Lemon Juice, and Raisins, are also produced either in 
Malta or in the Ionian Islands, which have recently come under 
the Protection of His Majesty, and are consequently equally 
entitled to the attention of the British Government. Their 
Lordships would therefore hesitate in recommending a different 
Hate of Duty for such Articles, being the Produce of the Cape of 
Uood Hope, from that which may be payable on similar Articles 
when produced in other Possessions of His Majesty : And as the 
Duties on these Articles arc not unimportant with a View to the 
!{evenuo, Their Lordships arc not prepared to recommend any 
innnediatc alteration ; But as the subject of the Consolidation of 
the Duties of customs is under the Consideration of the Lords of 
the Treasury, in concert with this Committee, an opportunity will 
ho afforded of fully considering whether the Interests of the 
Hevcnue will herr)after allow of any Diminution. The Lords of 
this Committee feel tho loss reluctance in withholding their 
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assent to any immediate Change as recommended hy Lord 0. 
SomerBet and the agent for the Cape from having rea on to hclieve 
that the interc ·ts of that Settlement lmnl been materially bencfite,l 
by what has already been done for it with 1·egard to its Staple 
Commodity of Wine. I am Sir &c. 

(Signed) TIIO)L\S LACK. 

[Office Copy.] 

Lrttcr jl'o1,1 Lo1m BATIIlJTIST lo Lonn UnAnLT-:s Sma:nSET. 

DOWNIN() RTnEr-:T, fJth Ptumary 18lfi. 

}.fr LortD,-, ir IT mlson Lowe, the Governor of St. Helena, has 
received Im,tructions from His l\Iaje~ty's Gonrnrneut, to permit, 
any of those Persons who have followed the fortune of .. rapoleou 
Bonaparte, and are now resi<lent at St. Helena, to ,rithdrnw from 
that Island if they are so disposed ; and those who may with­
draw will be providetl with the means of conveyance to the Cape 
of Good Hope. 

In case of the arrival of any of those Persons at the Cape, your 
Lordship will consider yourself authorized to permit them to 
embark either for Europe or the United States of .America, if they 
shall be aule to fin<l opportunities, and defray the Expences of 
their conveyance. But your Lor,lship will Le plea. eel to e_·plain 
distinctly to any of tliose Persons who rnay emlmrk, that you 
cannot take it upor yourself to promise that they shall lie per­
mitted to fix their residence or cYen to land in (heat Britain; as 
a permission to this effect musL depend upon time and 'ircum­
stances, and must Le determinetl by His Majesty's Government 
at the moment when those persons may arrive in the Ports of this 
IUng<lom. 

lf these persons shoul<l not Le alile to provide the llH!ans of 
l>a,;sages for thernselves either tu Europe or the lTnited Stale, arnl 
i:;hould solicit your Lordsl1ip to order a passage for them, you will be 
pleased to uc<111aint them that it is necessary you slioul,l a1iply for 
the ~auction of JI is Majesty's Governmc11t; an<l your Lordship 
will report to me all the Circumstances and expect further ln­
strnctions. In tl1e mean time you "ill con idcr) ourself ant h01izc<l 
to assign to tlw l'ersum; iu questiuu places of Habitatiou and 
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means of Subsistence proportioned to their respective Ranks­
subjecting Lhem to such Hegulations and moderate Restrictions as 
your Lordship may see to be necessary. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

[Copy.] 

I'toclarnation by Lorm On.rnLES So:MERSET. 

Concerning the destruction of worn out paper money. 

\Ith February lSW. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from LORD D.\.TIIUltST to LORD Cn.rn11;;s So:r.rnnsET. 

Dow:mm STnEET, 10th February ISW. 

J\fy LonD,-Your dispatches No. 42 and No. 43 have been 
received and laid befo1e His Hoyal Highness The Prince Regent. 

The happy termination of the disturbance which had broken out 
in the District of Gmaff Heinet aITonled his Royal Highness the 
greatest satisfaction, and I can assure you that His lfoyal High­
ness did not fail to attribute it in a great degree to the vigor and 
judgment which was displayed by your Lordship and the Officers 
more immediately employed under your Command in that Quarter. 
His Hoyal Highness feels that had there been less firmness in 
enforcing the execution of the Laws upon the original Offender or 
less promptitude in acting again t him when in open Hebellion 
the Colony might have been exposed to all the Evils which it 
formerly experienced from Insurrections of the Boors in the 
distant Districts. Your determination to bring the Hingleaders 
of these disturbances to a regular trial before the Civil Courts of 
judicature is in every respect most judicious as tending both to 
raise the Character of the Government, and the power of tho 
Courts themselves, which Lhe Boors have been but little inclined 
to respect. In one point of Yiew these dist1trhnnces have pro­
duced a gornl effoct, inasmuch as they have she\\ n io the <lis­
co11ie11ted the futility of a reliance 011 the assistance of the Kaffre 
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Tribes, and have thus given a degree of security to the Colony 
which until the pacific disposition of those Tribes was actually put 
to proof it did not before possess . 

.Although there is nothing in your dispatch to lead to an 
apprehension of any further disturbance and there are additional 
reasons suggested for the reduction of the Cape Corps, yet I am 
unable to convey to you any precise and definitive Instruction 
upon that point, because I am not aware how far you may con­
sider the maintenance of that Corps necessary to the efficiency of 
your :Military Force. His Majesty's Government are on many 
grounds desirous that the Corps should be altogether reduced, and 
in the event of your feeling able to dispense with their services, 
you will consider yourself authorized to proceed to its partial or 
total reduction according as the one or the other may appear to 
you most adviseable. When the Colony shall have been relieved 
from that heavy Charge it will naturally become a question for 
consideration whether the surplus of the Colonial llevenne may 
not be most advantageously employed in contributing to the 
maintenance of another European llegiment at the Cape, and thus 
affording some relief to the Military Expenditure of the Mother 
Country. I have &e. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

[Original.] 

Letter from Lo1m CIIARLES S01\1ERSET to EARL BATHURST. 

GOVERNMENT HOUSE, 

CAPE OIi' Goon llOPE, 13th February 181G. 

MY L0RD,-Part of the Dutch Fleet sailed this day. I thought 
it my duty to pay every attention to the superior officers and to 
the accommodation of the fleet. In point of military honours I 
wished to have paid the same attention which was shewn to 
General Bouvet but which were declined, but in the eivilest 
manner by Mr. Commissioner Elout. 

If it should occasion any observation by the Minister of the 
King of the Netherlands, I transmit to your Lordship a Copy of 
His Excellency the Commissioner's letter to prove the willing­
ness of Ilis Majesty's Servants here t,o have paid every possible 
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attention, and that any deficiency of public honours proceeded 
from an anxiety to comply with the wishes of the Commissioner 
himself. I am sorry, My Lord, to observe, that although the 
Troops and Sailors when permitted to land conducted themselves 
with great propriety, that I hear through a variety of channels 
that their feelings and those of the majority of the inferior officers 
are strongly anti-Anglican. I think it my duty to mention this 
trait to your Lordship, as the temper and disposition of the Troops 
of the King of the Netherlands are subjects likely to attract your 
Lordship's consideration. I have, &c. 

(Signed) CrrARLES HENRY SOMERSET. 

[Enclosure in the above.7 

MY LORD,-Sensible a toutes les marques de distinction que 
votre Excellence nous a temoignees pendant notre sejour dans ce 
pays, je le suis particulierement encore a celle que votre Excellence 
s'est plu a me faire connoitre de vouloir me faire rendre les 
honneurs a mon depart comme ils ont ete rendus a notre 
debarquement. 

Mais ce me seroit rendre un service bien reel, si votre Ex­
cellence voulut m'en dispenser, et me permit de me rendre a bord 
incognito, ce qui pour des raisons personelles me conviendroit 
beaucoup. J'ose done prier votre Excellence avec instance de 
vouloir m'excuser de tous honneurs. Veuillez, My Lord, &c. 

(Signe) ELOUT, Conseiller d'Etat, &c. 

A S. E. Lord Charles Henry Somoo:.set. 

[Copy.J 

Proclamation by LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

Whereas it has appeared from authentic information that the 
Measles have Lroken out in the Island of Mauritius: and whereas 
t!1e reflexion of Lhe sad devastation caused by that Malady in this 
8.e~Llemeut a few years ago renders it expedient to take the most 
rigid precautions against its introduction into the Colony :-De it 
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therefore made known, that I have directed every V cssel coming 
from the Island of Mauritius aforesaid to be forthwith put into 
the strictest Quarantine: and whereas H. M. 72nd Regiment has 
just arrived from India, after having touched at the Island of 
Mauritius, and although there are no cases of this disorder known 
to have been in the Corps, yet to prevent the possiuility of con­
tagion and danger to the Inhabitants of this Place, I have directed 
the aforesaid Regiment to be disembarked at Robben Island, on 
Tuesday next the 20th instant, and encamped there until further 
orders. 

I do therefore hereby strictly forbid all intercourse whatever 
with the said Island during the time the said Hegiment shall be 
there encamped, or until further notice, except by the noats 
which shall be employed by the Commissariat Department, under 
regulations which will be made known through the channel of 
Military Orders. 

And in order the better to enforce a due attention to this 
necessary regulation, I hereby declare that any Person (after the 
disembarkation of the Regiment on Tuesday next the 20th instant) 
found upon the Island, will be detained there during the whole 
period of the continuance of the 72nd Regiment there, and will 
incur a penalty of 500 Rds. and be subject to imprisonment for 
the term of six: months; and in case of the inability of the Party 
to pay the aforesaid sum, then the Party so offending will be 
liable to be corporally punished, according to the exigence of 
the case. 

And in order to give the fullest information on the subject of 
these regulations, I have not only directed that this l'roclamation 
shall be published and affixed in the usual manner, hut I have 
directed that the Port Captain shall be furnished with an adequate 
number of IJopics, in order that he may deliver one of them to 
each Ship arriving in these Days, during the continuance of II.M. 
72nd Regiment at Robben Island aforesaid. 

God save the King! 

Given under my Iland and Seal, at the Cape of Good Hope, 
this 17th day of February 181G. 

(Signed) C. II. ~U~l.EHBET. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from Lonn CII.\.RLES so~IERSET to E.\.RL DATIIURST. 

GOVERNMENT IlOUSE, 

CAPE OF GOOD IloPE, 2:frd February 1816. 

MY Lonn,-I have the honor to inform Your Lordship of the 
arrival here of the l Battalion of His Majesty's 72nd Regiment 
from India, the Governor General not having deemed it expedient 
to detain ihat Uorps in the East un<ler the more favourable aspect 
of affairs in the N apanl. 

At the rec1nest of Sir ~Uexamler Campbell it appears that this 
Battalion was sent baek by the way of the :Mauritius, in case its 
service might have been needed in that Settlement; but it not 
having been necessary to disembark the Corps there, it has 
rnturne<l here in a healthy and efficient state. The officers and 
the major part of the men having however landed and had com­
munication with the inhabitants on shore there, I have been 
under the necessity of ordering the transports which brought 
them into the strictest quarantine, and of disembarking and 
encamping the regiment at Robben Island as a temporary 
Lazaretto in consequenee of the measles prevailing at the Isle 
of France, which disorder has always been very destructive, when­
ever it has appeared in this Settlement. I have &c. 

(Signed) CIL\.RLES HENRY SOMERSET. 

[Copy.J 

Letter from, J. "\V. UnoKmt, E!::iQRK, to VICE AmnnAL TYLER. 

ADJIIlllALTY OnICE, I<'~bruaru 24th 1816. 

8m,-I have reccivecl the express commancls of my Lords Com­
mis"ioners of the A(lmiralty io convey to you ihe anxiety with 
which Lhey have for some time past look'J for your return to 
England. 

Their Lordships command me to observe-that on the 27th 
December 181--1- I adJrc:;s'J a letter to you to apprize you tha.t 
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you might expect shortly after to receive an order (of which I 
enclosed a copy) to suspend hostilities against America, and I 
further conveyed to you their Lordships' directions to lose no 
time, on the receipt of the said order, in returning to :England 
with the ship bearing your flag and all other ships which might 
be with you at the date of such receipt, and their Lordships 
specially instructed you to send to any ships which might be 
on dctach'd service orders to repair to England with all ex­
pedition. 

This letter it appears by yours of the 10th of April No. 35 you 
received on the 12th of March 1815, but you did not acknow­
ledge the receipt of it till the _10th of April having, as you state, 
omitted by mistake to do so. 

On the 10th of May you appear to have received the order 
referred to in my said letter of the 27th December, and my 
Lords would have expected. that having been in possession of 
their intentions for so long a period you would have been pre­
pared to have sailed immediately on the receipt of the order 
which you had been expecting for two months. 

On the 28th of May however you were still at the Cape of 
Good Hope and on that day received a duplicate of the before 
mention'd order, and my Lords have not been able to find in your 
dispatches written in the month of May an allusion to your 
return or to the reasons which induced you to stay after having 
received both the original and duplicate of the order mentioned 
in my letter of the 27t,h December. 

On the 14th June you write to acquaint me that you had heard 
of the extraordinary events which had taken place in France and 
that you had in consequence countermanded the anangements you 
had made for returning to England with the Squadron under your 
command. 

This step, since you happeu'd to be still at the Cape, my Lords 
do not see reason to disapprove, the political circumstances of 
Europe sufficiently justified this exercise of your discretion ; lmt 
their Lordships remark that in this letter you go on to say, "that 
it had been your intention to have dispatched the C:mta11r, Liv1·r­
pool, African, and Tr11nar, and to have followed soon after with 
the remainder of the Squadron." Why yon had formed this 
intention you have not explained, and it appears to have been 
at variance with their Lordships' orders which <lirectctl you io 
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lose no time in returning in your flag ship with such part of the 
Rqnadron as should be at hand, sending orders to detach'd ships 
to follow you. 

My Lords were however glad to observe in this letter that you 
stated that you only detained the ships till you should receive 
-further orders or such accounts as would justify you in sending 
them home. Doth of these alternatives were fulfilled by the 
arrival of Sir George Cockburn at St. Helena, with General 
Buonaparte in his custody; the appointment of Sir George to the 
command of the station being equivalent to their Lordships' 
orders for your return, and the capture of General Buonaparte 
being a circumstance which would have justified you in sending 
home H.M. Ships. 

In your letter of the 15th N ovemher you state that these 
events have come to your knowledge, and you state that it was 
then your intention to wait at the Cape of Good Hope till the 
Liverpool, Tamar, and Harpy, which had been detach'd to the 
Mauritius, should return, and that you should proceed, on the 
arrival of these ships, to St. Helena, and having given up the 
command to Sir Geo. Cockburn return to England in obedience to 
their Lordships' former orders. 

My Lords cannot help observing that these orders expressly 
stated that you were not to wait for <letach'd ships and that (even 
omitting a consideration of all former delays) they seem'd to 
prescribe to you the necessity of returning home immediately. 

In explanation of the circumstance of your not having received 
any orders from their Lordships by Sir George Cockburn's con­
veyance, I am commanded to state o you that their Lordships, 
having ascertained by your letter of the 10th April that you had 
received their orders of the 27th December and knowing that you 
rnust mauy months before Sir George Cockburn sailed have 
received the order on which your return depended, could not have 
supposed that you would have been still at the Cape of Good 
Hope. 

After recapitulating these circumstances, for which their Lord­
ships hope you will be able to afford a satisfactory explanation, 
I am commanded by them, in the event of their letter reaching 
Y01: at St. Helena or within the Cape Station, to convey to you 
therr positive orders to return immediately on the receipt of this 
letter with the ship in which your flag may be flying to PlymouL11, 
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there to receive their Lordships' further orders, leaving directions 
for the other ships before mention'd to follow you. I am Sir &c. 

(Signed) J. W. CROKER. 

[Original.] 

Return of Troops serving at the Cape of Good Hope on the 
25th of February 1816. 

Officers of all ranks at the Regimental Head Quarters 
Detached Duty at the Station 

Sergeants, Trumpeters, Drummers, and Rank and File: 
Royal Artillery 
Gunner Drivers 
Sappers and Miners 
21st Light Dragoons . 
60th Foot 
83rd Foot 
72nd Foot (Robben Island) 
Cape Ilegiment (Graham's Town) 
Garrison Company (Algoa :!Jay) . 

or on 
210 

323 
101 

14 
991 

1026 
931 
827 
780 
151 

Grand Total 5363 
Prize Negroes . 61 

(Signed) C. H. SOMERSET, General Commanding. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from Lo1m BATHURST to LORD CHARLES 
SoMEitSET. 

DowNING STREET, '28th February 181G. 

MY LoRD,-In reply to your Lordship's letter of the 18th 
November last, notifying Mr. Gall's resignation of his Situa1ion of 
Postmaster at the Cape of Good HoJ_Je for the reasons therein 
stated, I have to express my entire concurrence in the arrange-
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ment proposed by your Lordship for tho future and more 
ooconomical perfonnance of the Duty of that Office. I have &c. 

(Signed) D.\TIIURST. 

[Original.] 

lttlcr frorn TIEAR ADMIRAL COCKBURN to 
J. W. CROKER, EsQltE. 

Northumberland, RT. IlELESA ROADS, the 2nd March 1816. 

Sm,-Since my Dispatches of the 16th Ultimo we have had no 
arrival whatever from Englanrl. nor has auy material circumstance 
occurred for me to detail to their Lordships. 

The B1lc1phalus has returned from the Cape bringing the 
detachment of Dragoons I ·wrote for on my first arrival, which 
will prove extremely useful to us, the officer and men have of 
course been placed, ,\iih regard to their pay and allowances, on 
a proportionate footing with the rest of the Garrison here. 

Everything ·with regard to General Buonaparte and his followern, 
and to this Island, proceeds quietly, regularly, and satisfactorily. 

The advanced ship of the first homeward bound China :Fleet of 
fndiarnen has just arrived here, a number of ships supposed to be 
the remainder of the Fleet are now in sight of the Island and will 
}lrobably anchor to-night or to-morrow morning. I am &c. 

(Signed) °' CocrrnuRN, near Admiral. 

[Original.] 

LctlCI' froni Lonn UHARLES SoMEitSET to EARL 

BATIIUHST. 

CAPE OF Goon lloni, March 4th 1816. 

Mv DIUR Loun,-The Baron Van der Uapelle arrived here on 
the 17th of last mouth when ho did me the honor to deliver to me 
your Lordship's Jette~· of tho 3r(l of Octohcr last, a11<l I ltavc 
lo return ·our Lord ·hip rny \i( st tha11kH for inttu(luciD" lnL' 111 

 

 



80 Records of the Cap!' Colony. 

persons possessing, as the Baron and Baroness do, every estimable 
quality in so eminent a degree. 

They have done me the honor (with as many of their suite as 
I could possibly accommodate) to remain during their stay at the 
Cape at my house in the country (except two clays when they 
macle an excursion), ancl they have been flattering enough to 
assure me that they have passed their time agreeably here. I beg 
your Lordship to believe that I shall always derive the greatest 
gratification in attending to your wishes, and in noticing in the 
best manner I am able any persons in whom your Lortlship may 
feel an interest ; but on the present occasion the debt is entirely 
on my side, as every one must be a gainer who has the good 
fortune to become acquaintetl with the Baron ancl Baroness Van 
clcr Capello. We partecl with them with sincere regret this 
morning, when they embarked on board the Arnsterda,n of 80 
guns for Batavia. 

I am happy to say that I could not learn that the sentiments 
which I hinted to your Lorclship (in my dispatch of the 13th 
February) existed amongst the subordinate ranks of the military 
who accompanied Admiral Buyskes were entertained in any 
degree by those with Baron Van der Capello, and that if they 
were, they dared not express them, well knowing, I conclude, that 
they would not be tolerated by their Chief. I have, &c. 

(Signed) UIIARLES HE. RY '·o~rnRHET. 

[ Original. J 

Letter from LORD CnAitLES Smn:RSET to EAHL B.\.THURST. 

CAPE OF Goon IIoPE, 5th .1Iarch 1816. 

MY LoRn,-On the 13th of last month I had the honour of 
communicating to your Lorclship that Commicisary General Elout 
and the Dutch Admiral Buyskes had sailed from this 1.Jlaco for 
Batavia, a few days subsequent to which (the 17th) the Dutch 
Line of Battleship A mstcrdmn, Captain IIoITmcycr, arrived here, 
having on board His Excellency Baron Van <ler Uapcllen, 
Governor General of His Majesty the King of the etherlall(ls 
possessions in tho East Inuies, his Lady anu suite. Hi 
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Excellency landed on the following day, under the usual salutes, 
since which I have had the honour to entertain him as my guest 
at N ewlands, and yesterday His Excellency embarked under 
salutes from the batteries for his further destination, the streets 
having been lined by the Troops and the most punctilious atten­
tion having been paid His Excellency on the occasion. 

The crew and soldiery embarked on board the Amsterdam 
amount to upwards of 900 persons, and they leave this place in 
perfect health. I have &c. 

(Signed) Cn.rnLES IImmY SoMEnSET. 

[ Original.] 

Letter fro1n VrcE ADMIRAL TYLER to J. W. Crwrrnn, EsQRE. 

NEROTS l!oTEL, 5th of Jlfarch 181G. 

Sm,-I received your letter of the 2Gth of February last on 
the 2nd instant, wherein you state "I have received the express 
commands of my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty to 
convey to you the anxiety with which they have for some time 
past looked for your return to England." 

I beg leave in reply to state that my letter of the 10th of April 
acknowledging yours of the 27th of December 1814 was actually 
mislaid., and I never found it until the beginning of April. The 
only reason I have to give their Lord.ships for not sailing as soon 
after as the ship,1 were rea,ly is that I was very unwell, and I 
Inost cel'iainly should have ordered the ships home if I had. not 
misconceived their Lordships' order, which I understood was to 
Lring the ships home with me, but I confess their Lordships' 
directions to me on that head I find will not bear me out. 
. The information I received by a merchant ship the 28th Uay 
incluced me to remain at the Cape with the Squadron under my 
~l'clers, until I r 'Ceived their Lordships' further orders or such 
information as woulJ authorise me to leave the station. Their 
Loruships arc pleased not to Jisapprove of my having <lone so as 
I was at the Cape. 

In my letter to you of tho 15th November I state my know­
ledge of Rir George Cockburn having been appointed. to the 

XI. G 
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command at the Cape and having General Buonaparte under his 
charge at St. Helena. I again unfortunately misconceived their 
Lordships' orders by bringing the Squadron home with me, and 
waiting their return from the Isle of France, which they did late 
in December, and I left Simons Bay with the Tamar and Harpy 
on the 29th of that month, the Liverpool was to remain forty-eight 
hours for Lord Charles H. Somerset's dispatches. She joined me 
at St. Helena on the 12th of January. 

I have most undoubtedly mistaken their Lordships' orders, but 
I can with great truth assure their Lordships I had no one motive 
in so doing. I therefore hope their Lordships will impute it to an 
unintentional error, and not a wilful neglect. I am &c. 

(Signed) CH. W. TYLER. 

[Office Copy. J 

Lette1· fro111, LORD BATHURST to LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

DowmNG STREET, 6th March ISIG. 

MY Lonn,-I have had the honour to receive Your Lordship's 
Dispatch No. 44 of the 23rd December, and I take the earliest 
opportunity of acquainting you with my Sentiments on the 
Subject of the Groene Kloof Farms. 

While I concur entirely in Your Lordship's opinion on the 
impolicy of the System formerly pursued by the Dutch Govern­
ment and on the insufficiency of the Term allowed by the Leases 
of 180G and 1808 to encourage any essential improvement of the 
Farms, yet I am inclined to believe that the Interests of His 
Majesty and of the Colony would suffer from the complete Aliena­
tion of this great Tract of improveable Land, before its Value is 
understood, and an active Spirit of Agricultural Enterprize has 
grown up in the Colony. 

The Disposition of the Inhabitants to regard these Lands as a 
part of their Security for the Paper Currency (however unfounded 
that disposition may be) also militates against the Sale of the 
Lands. 

These and other Considerations (with which it is unnecessary 
that I should trouble Your Lordship iu detail) lcall me to prefer 
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a System of letting the Farms in question upon long Lea~es, 
renewable at stated periods upon the payment of certain :Fines, 
the Amount of which should be fixed at the Outset. 

The total term of the Lease should be suflicicntly long to make 
it worth the Tenant's while to expend Capital in the Improvement 
of the Soil, and in such Buildings as arc essential for the Business 
of the Farm. 

The Colonial Government might ensure to the Tenants for their 
respective Terms the Value of the Buildings which they might 
erect against any new Claim arising out of the possible failure of 
the Paper Currency. 

I recommend that Leases should be granted for twenty-eight 
years at a fixed Aunual Hent, but that the Leases should be 
renewable every seven years ou payment of a l<'iue equal to the 
Amount of the Year's Ueut. It is desiraLle that the Fine for I.he 
1st Seven Years should Le paid lJCfurc the Tenant enters into the 
possession of his Farm ; awl the future Vines should be paid in 
like Manner at the Commencement of the 8th, 1 f>th, and 22nJ 
Years. It appears to me that the best Encouragement to Improve­
ments in the Infancy of Cultivation will Le afforcleJ to the 
Farmers by this System. It would be desirable to insert a 
Clause in the Lease by which the Tenant should be bound to 
leave his Farm at the Expiration of his Term in a proper and 
unexhausted Condit.ion. 

The Division of this Tract of Country into about Thirty large 
Farms, us proposed by Your Lordship, has my entire approbation; 
and yon will consider yourself uthorizcd to proceed upon the 
l'rinciplcs I have reco11une1uled aboYe in leasinrr out I.he Lands 

0 

when thus <liYi<led. 
I feel it necessary to ohserve with reference to my dispatch of 

the 14th DecemLer 181..J., that in Case the Tract of Country in 
question comprehends any part of the Lands to which the H:1ron 
Hogeu<lorp lays Claim, his Claim must l,e held sacred antl that 
portion of the CotmLry reserved. 1 havo &c. ' 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

1'.S. Yonr Lodship will be plea ocl to ob erve il:at in adYertinrr 
to tl~e irnnginnry ::\fortgagc of the C:rocne ]Goof Farms as : 
security for the Paper Currency, I am far from a1lrnilting that 
there are any grounds fur snch an Iclea; a1ul Your Lordship will 

<: ~ 
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always combat the Idea if it should be started. You will there­
fore understand that when I suggest Your insuring the Tenants' 
Houses against any Claims upon these grounds, I only mean that 
your Lor<lship should give assurances to this effect, in cases where 
you find the Apprehension avowed, and where the prejudice on 
this Subject is likely to be injurious to the letting of the Farms. 

[Original.] 

Letter jroin 'vV. HAMILTON, ESQRE., to HENRY GOULilURN, ESQRE. 

FOREIGN OFFICE, March St/1 181G. 

Srn,-I am directed by Lord Castlereagh to submit to you, for 
Lord Bathurst's Information, the Copy of a Note from The 
Prussian Minister at this Court, requesting that Messrs. Mund 
and Maire Naturalists and Natives of Berlin may enjoy the Pro­
tection of the British Authorities at St. Helena and the Cape of 
Good Hope where they intend proceeding under the Sanction and 
Authority of the Prussian Court to make a Collection of Plants 
an<l. other objects of Natural History: and I am to request that 
you will lay the same before Earl Bathurst, and move His Lord­
ship to give such direction as he may think fit, and that a Com­
munication may he ma.le to this Department for the Information 
of the Prussian Government. I am, Sir, &c. 

(Signed) W. HAMILTON. 

[Original.] 

Letter f,·oni VICE Am.rrnAL TYLER to J. W. CHOKER, ESQRE. 

NER0'.1''8 HOTEL, 13 CLU'FORD STREET, 8th J.Iarch 181G. 

Srn,-I have received your letter of the 7th instant conveying 
to me that my Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty having 
taken into their serious consideration all the circumstances of my 
conduct, as stated in your letter to me of the 2Gth ultimo, and 
my reply of the 5th instant, command you to express the deep 
regret they feel at being ob1i6ed to convey to au ofllccr of my rank 
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the se,·ere reprimand which my proceedings appear to tl1em to 
<leservc, and you are directed to convey to me such reprimand 
accordingly. 

Also My Lords feel themselves bound further to mark their 
displeasure by determining not to give that attention to my 
rccommen<lation for the promotion of officers which they would 
otherwise have paid to it, on the expiration of my command on 
the Cape Station. In reply to your lotter, I have served forty-five 
years in the Navy, thirty-three as captain and admiral, and never 
until now have I had the slightest reprimand. I do in the most 
undisguised manner declare I had no one motive for not putting 
their Lordships' orders into immediate execution, but from an 
error, that I was to bring the Squadron with me. And when I 
alluded to my illness, I must now declare the cause: I received 
letters from home of the most afflicting nature, my elder brother 
who had a large family in a fit of despair destroyed himself, and 
left them nearly <lestitute, the effect it had on me was that for 
nearly three months I could not attend to any Lusiness. The 
Squadron I sent to the Isle of France was of the greatest service 
to Governor Farquhar, which he expressed to me. On the anival 
at Simons Bay of that Squadron I lost no time in returning home. 

I hope their Lordships will be pleased to view the circumstances 
with a more favourable eye. I have erred, but not with intention, 
I can plead long and faithful service, which some of their Lordships 
arc not unacquainte<l with. I am Sir &c. 

-(Signed) Cu. W. TYLER. 

f Original.] 

Lrllcr jroin LOHD CHARLES SOMERSET to EARL BATHURST. 

GOVERNMENT HOUSE, 

CArE OF GooD HOPE, I 2th !Jfarch I 81G. 

l\fy LORD,-! have had the honor to receive Your Lor<lship's 
dispatch No. 3!.l date<l 30th October last, in reply to my communi­
caLiou of the 8th July on the subject of certain Uulonial buildings 
which had been occupied by the Naval Establishment in this place 
J>revious to its removal to Simons Town, upon which your Lord­
ship informs me that the Lords Commissioners ha.Ye given order. 
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to the Navy board for the premises in question to be given up to 
t.he Colonial Department under an ouligation of restorinrr them to 
the Naval Department should they be again required. 

I trust your Lordship will excuse my calling your attention a 
second time to this subject by stating that in my letter of the 8th 
of July I had submitted to your Lordship that it was intended to 
make these premises applicable to objects of a permanent nature, 
viz. the Custom House, fur which its store-houses and situation 
render it peculiarly advantageous, and to an enlargement of the 
Town I\ison which these premises a<ljoin. Your Lordship will at 
once perceive that an obligation to restore the premiRes when 
rcquire<l could not be complieJ with under thcRe circumstances, 
anJ moreover I beg to acquaint Your Lordship that the lmildings 
themselYes haYe been suffered to go into extreme decay, so that 
if the Colonial Government takes possession of them great expense 
must be incurre<l in repair, which it could not urnlcrtakc upon so 
precarious a tenure and which the entire removal of the Naval 
Establishment to Simons Town does not appear to render neces­
sary ; under these circumstm1ces I hope I may beg a reconsidera­
tion of this case and an unconditional onlcr for the restoration of 
the premises to the Colonial GoYernment to which they belong, 
and to which their reoccupation ~ill be matter both of ccconomy 
and convenience. I ha.vc &c. 

(SigneJ) CuAnLES lIEx1n- SoMEllSET. 

[Origina.1.l 

Letter from L01m Cu rnu:s So:1rnmmT tu EAHL BATH m;-r, 

Al'E OF Gooo JioPJ, 12111 III11rch 1816. 

11Y Lo1m,-Togcther with the Accounts of the Hee •iYer Cen •ral 
from the 1st of ,January to the :n RL of Decem her 181 ri, I have the 
honour to transmit thu se,eral Proclamations and Government 
Advertisements issued since the lllh of March 181:,, 1 have &c. 

(Si6neJ) CHARLES IIi-:.·ny So:1musi:T. 
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[Copy.] 

Proclamation by LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

Concerning the creation of new to replace worn out paper 
money. 

15tl1 Marc/1 1816. 

[Original.] 

Letter /torn H. LusmNGTON, ESQRE., to HENRY 

GOULDURN, ESQRE. 

TREASURY CHAMBER~, 22nd March 1816. 

Srn,-I have received the Commands of the Lords Commissioners 
of His Majesty's Treasury to transmit to you for Earl Bathurst's 
information a copy of the Instructions issued by their Lordships to 
the Governor of the Cape of Good Hope for the regulating and 
accounting for the Receipts and Disbursements in his Govern­
ment, and also a Copy of a Report of the Colonial Auditors dated 
0 June last on this subject for His Lordship's information and 
Consideration; and I am to desire that if Earl Bathurst shall 
approve of the Suggestions of the Commissioners of Colonial 
Audit for the Regulation of the several Taxes and Assessments 
levied in the Districts of the Colony and of the Examination of 
the Accounts thereof, you will move His Lordship to forward the 
necessary Instructions to the Governor of the Colony for caITying 
these suggestions into Effect. I am &c. 

(Signed) R. LUSIIINGTON. 

[Enclosure in the above.l 

Instructions fro1n the Lords Commissioners of IIis :llfajcsty's 
Treasury to the Governor of the Cape of Good Jlopc. 

First. You arc to transmit within three Months after the 31st 
December in each year a statement of the Ikceipts and Disburse­
ments of Your Government for the preceding year, together with 
such Documents and Vouchers as arc hereafter specified, to the 
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Commissioners for .Auditing Colonial .Accounts at their Office 
No. 20 James Street Buckingham Gate. 

Second. You are to cause tho said statement to be examined by 
the Auditor General, who having satisfied himself of its correctness 
is to make the following .Affidavit before the principal Magistrate 
of the Colony : 

"I, A. B., .Auditor General, do hereby swear that I have carefully 
examined the several Entries appearing both in the Debit and 
Credit sides of the aforegoing statement, and having compared the 
same with the original accounts of the several l'ublic Departments 
as Audited in my Office have found them to agree and I do 
further swear that proper accounts of J>articulars, Authorities, and 
Vouchers in conformity to the existing regulations of Government 
have been exhibited to me in support of the several Articles of 
Charge and Discharge therein contained." You will transmit 
with the general statement the following Accounts and Documents : 

The Monthly Accounts of the Iteceiver General with all the 
Vouchers. 

The Quarterly Accounts of the Civil I'aymaster General with 
all the Vouchers. 

A statement of the Receipts and Payments of the Lombard and 
Discount Bank, with such observations thereon as may be 
necessary to explain the same, and with the first statement of such 
Receipts and Payments forwarded after the Heceipt of these 
Instructions, you will transmit a Copy of the lnstructions under 
which the Accounts of that Dank are examined and checked by 
the Colonial Auditor. 

Third. As the details of the collection of the Internal Hevenue 
an<l Customs are to remain 1mLjcet to the Investigation and 
Audit of the local Authorities under the rcgulatio11s which may 
have Leen approved of by His Majesty, You are noL to consider it 
necessary to transmit with the aunual Accounts any further 
Vouchers connected therewith than the fullowiug Documents : 

Internal Hevcnuc, including tho whole Colonial Hevenue with 
the exception of the Customs. 

An annual 8taternent of tho Amount actually collectc!l and 
paid to the ncc(;i\'cr General, in which is to be specified the 
different source:, whence the Hcvonuc is deriveJ and the Amounts 
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received under each head. This statement is to be sworn to before 
the Chief Magistrate of the Colony, by the Auditor General as 
being a correct and true statement of the llcvcnue actually 
collected under the heads therein stated as extracted from the 
Accounts of the different Collectors or other Officers, which have 
been examined by him and found to be in every respect conform­
able to the existing llegulations of GovcrnmenL. 

The Accounts of the difforent Collectors or other Officers 
employed in the Collection of any branch of the Colonial Revenue, 
without Vouchers, made up Monthly or Quarterly and certified 
by the Auditor General as having been examined, and passed, in 
which Accounts a Statement i ' to be made by each Collector and 
Suu-Collector of the proportion of each kind of coin as well as 
paper in which the collection was received by him, supported by 
an Allidavit that it is a true and faithful statement of his Account, 
and that ho has paid into tho Treasury tho whole Amount, and in 
the same proportions of each description of Currency as those in 
which he received it. 

Customs. 

The Monthly Accounts of the Collectors of Customs after having 
been examined and certified by the Auditor General as to their 
being correct, and conformable to the Regulations of Government, 
and supported by similar Statements and Affidavits as those 
required from the Collectors of Internal Itevenue. 

The Duties levied upon the Cargoes of all Vessels outward 
bound are to be kept <listincL fro1 those received upon Cargoes 
imported, and in both instances the Amounts accruing from tho 
duties are to be stated under distinct heads in an annual statement 
to be forwarded with the Accounts, shewing tho Customs received 
upon each of the different species of Commodities imported and 
exported with the rate of Duty applicable to each and distinguish­
ing Furcign from British V cssels. 

Fomth. You arc to transmit with the :first Accounts which arc 
forwar<le<l to the Colonial Audit OHicc after the receipt of these 
Instructions, a complete set of the Hcgulations and Orders un<ler 
which the Unstoms and the Internal Hcvenue in all its br:tnches 
arc cullectc(l and the Accounts of the Collectors ur other Officers 
an, e.·ami1w(l alHl d1eekc<l, with such oh ervations as may be 
necessary for their e.-planatiun, :mtl in futnre you arc to forwar(l 
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with the .Annual Accounts Copies of all such further Regulations 
and Orders as are connected not only with the Revenue but the 
Expenditure, and which you may have deemed it necessary to 
issue during the Year to which the Accounts refer. 

Fifth. With a View to keep the Revenue Accounts distinct from 
those of the Expenditure, you arc not to permit any deduction to 
be made therein for the charges of management or upon any other 
Account. The Gross amount collected is to be paid into the 
Treasury, and any expense which may attend the Collection is to 
be defrayed from :Funds to be received from the Receiver General 
under regular authority from you. 

Paper Currency. 

Sixth. You arc not to issue any Paper Currency beyond the 
amount of that which you may find it necessary to cancel, without 
an express authority from the secretary of state. ·whenever it 
shall be deemed expedient by you under the instructions which 
you may have received, to make an issue of Paper Currency, you 
are to transmit with the annual Account a Register specifying the 
number and amounts of the different description of notes; and in 
future whenever any of the Amount now in circulation or hereafter 
to be issued, shall be cancelled, you arc to transmit in like Manner 
a Register of the N otcs so cancelled with a Certificate from the 
persons who were appointed to superintend their destruction, that 
they were actually destroyed in their presence. 

Seventh. Upon Receipt of these Instructions you are to transmit 
to the Commisc;ioners of Colonial Audit a statement of the l'aper 
Currency now in circulation, specifying therein the gross amount 
which has been issued and the quantity cancelled from time to 
time .. 

Eighth. It appearing that several Sums in Paper Cunency have 
been from time to time issued for the Accommodation of different 
public Bodies which were to be suLscquently repaid to Government 
in regular Instalments and to Le then cancelled, You will transmit 
a statement of the Amount of the I>aper Currency which has been 
issued under this condition and of the Sums which have Leen since 
repaid and cancelled. In the event of any of the repayments 
made under this arrangement having been received into the 
Treasury and appropriated to the general purposes of the Colony 
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instead of being destroyed, you will forthwith cancel an amount 
equal to such repayment and in future you will consider it your 
duty whenever a portion of these advances is repaid, to direct that 
the same should be forthwith destroyed in compliance with the 
s1Jecific condition under which they were issued. 

E.rpenditure. 

Ninth. Tho Expenditure of your Government both in tho Civil 
and Military Departments is to be divided into Ordinary and 
Extraordinary, or Contingent. 

The ordinary is to consist of tho Salaries or fixed allowances 
granted to the difl'erent Civil and Military Officers of your 
Government. 

The Extraordinary or Contingent is to include all the various 
Contingent Expencos which it may be necessary to incur. 

In the expenditure under both these heads, you will be guided 
by tho following instructions. 

Ordinary. 

Tenth. Upon receipt of these Instructions you are to prepare a 
list of the Civil Officers under your Government, and of the 
Establishment and Salaries or fixed allowances attached to each, 
together with the Names of the Persous holding those Offices and 
with reference to the authority under which they have been 
appointed thereto. This List is to bQ..denominated The Schedule of 
the fixed Civil E'staulishme,it of the Cape of Good IIope. 

Eleventh. You are also to prepare a List of such staff and other 
Military Appointments as have been sanctioned by tho Secretary 
of :::ltate, and in consequence of which the persons holding them 
receive either Colonial i>ay or Allowances, and you are to state 
against each the amount of the said Pay or Allowance. 

Yon are also to state in that list, the Rates of Pay and 
Allowances of every description granted to tho Officers and Men of 
tho Capo Hegimont. 

This list is to be termed The Scltccfolc of the Fixed J,filitary 
;,:~_tablisluncnt of the Capr, of Good Jlopc. 

You are to transmit hoih these Schedules with iho first Annuril 
Aceuu11ts which ar0 forwanleu. after the Receipt of theso 
lw:ltructious io the Commissioners of Colonial Audit. 

 

 



II 

Jl,,,·ol'ch of tf,,. l'/lj!C ('"lu11y. 

12th. You are not to make any adtlition to the Number or 
Persons stated therein or to the Salaries and Allowances grant.cu 
to each unless such increase is previously sanctioned Ly the 
Secretary of State, and you are to transmit with the Accounts a 
Copy of the authority under which the addition has taken place. 

13th. All payments of Ordinary Expcntliture both in the Civil 
and Military Departments are to be vouched by acquittanccs in 
duplicate conformably to the forms now transmitted, with the 
exception of the l'ay drawn by the Ofiicers and Men of the Cape 
Ucgimcnt, which is to Le accountetl for by the Paymaster of the 
Corps in strict conformity to llis Majesty's Regulations established. 
for Hegiments of the Line. 

14th. It appearing that the Officers upon the Civil Establish­
ment of the Cape of Good Hope receive in Paper Hix Dollars the 
amount of their respective Salaries as fixed in the (;ountry, 
accoriling to the Current Rate of Exchange between the Colony 
and England, you will transmit with the quarterly Accounts of 
the Civil I>aymastcr the Documents upon which that Hate of 
Exchange is ascertained and authorized. 

J,,'.draordinary or Uuntingr11t. 

15th. This head of Expenditure is to be subtlivideLl into l◄'ixed 
Contingencies and unfixed contingent Charges. The Fixed Con­
tingencies arc such as are contingent in their amount, but certain 
in their nature, for instance the Expcnccs incurred for the 
maintenance of the Slave Lodge, as though the amount is uncertain, 
yet some cxpcnce under this head is sure to be incurred. 

Upon Receipt of these Instructions you will prepare a Schedule 
of all such fixed Contingencies as liave been Ranctioned hy the 
Secretary of State, and you will transmit it with the first Annual 
Accounts to the Commissioners of Colonial Audit. 

1Gth. You are to take care not to incur in future any cxpe11ce 
for any fixed Contingency which is not included in that Hcheilulc, 
unless you arc authorized to incur the same by the Lords Com­
missioners of His l\Iaje. ty's Treasury or the Hccretary of Rtatc for 
the time l>eing, in which case you arc to forward with your 
Accounts a Uopy of your authority for so doing. 

17th. You are to trnnsmit in support of all fixc<l Contingencies 
regular Vouchers from the Iu<livi<luals to whom payments are 

I 
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made, referring in every instance either to the Schedule or 
subsequent authority under which the Expence is sanctioned. 

18th. The fixed Contingent charges are such as are not certain 
to be incurred, and are equally uncertain in their amount, namely 
the erection or repairs of Buildings or Roads, the purchase of 
stores, &c. No charge of this description is to be incurred by you 
either in the Civil or Military Departments "·ithout the authority 
of the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, or the Secretary of 
State for the time being, unless the amount of such charge be 
under £200 Sterling, in which case you are at liberty to authorise 
the same upon your responsiuility. 

19th. If however any emergency sh uld arise in which a 
previous reference could not be had to this Country for a regular 
authority for incurring any Contingent charge, you are to 
authorise the same, stating in the fullest manner to the Com­
missioners of the Treasury ancl tlecretary of State for the time 
Leiug by the first opportunity the grounds upon which you felt it 
necessary to deviate from these Instructions. 

20th. The following general llules with regard to Contingent 
Expenditure both in the Civil and ~1ilitary Departments are to 
Le strictly observed by you subject to the preceding Instructions : 

1st. No unfixed Contingent charge is to be incurred without 
your previous authority, which is to be accompanied by an 
Estimate of the probaLle amount to be expended in all instances, 
where such authority anu estimate can be obtained and Copies 
both of the authority and estimafl? certified by the Auditor 
General will be considereu as necessary vouchers in the examina­
tion of the Accounts. 

2nd. No person interested in the expenditure is to be admitted 
to vouch for its correctness. 

:3rd. Upon tho completion of any expence an inspection of 
the W or]· performed or the Article purchased, is to take place, 
ar'.(l a Copy of the report thereon duly certified is to be transmitted 
with tho Accounts. In the instance of the erection or repair of 
l'u hlic Buildings, or \Yorks, such report is to specify whether the 
Work has been com1>leted acconlinrr to the terms of the estimate l . ,, 
ant m a proper manner. In the instance of the purchase of 
SLor?s, a report with reganl to the quantity and <1uality of the 
ArLielcs pnreha C(l, and a receipt from the I>erson in whose charge 
such stores are placed, are to form a part of the Vouchers. 
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4th. All charges of a contingent nature are to be vouched by 
Hills and Heceipts in duplicate according to the Form No. 2, and 
two witnesses to each Receipt are to be required where circum­
stances will admit of their lJCing obtained. 

21st. You are not to aumit any Sums to be issue<l for the CiYil 
and l\filitary Disbursements of your Government unless authorized 
by Warrants under your band agreeably to the .Form now trans­
mitted No. 3. These \Varrants are to be in d~1plicate, one Copy 
of which must be forwarded to the Colonial Audit Office ,vith your 
Accounts, the other must be kept in the Colony with the Y ouchers 
to which it relates, and on the Margin of each \Varrant is to be 
stated the head of Expenditure which it authorises, whether 
Ordinary or Fi.""Zed or Unfi.-ed Contingencies. 

22nd. You are to attest the annual statement of the Heceipts 
and Disbursements of your Government, which is to be transmitted 
under the previous Instructions, by your Oath before the highest 
Judicial Authority in the Island in the following terms: 

"I Governor of this Colony do swear that the foregoing state­
ment according to the best of my knowledge and belief is true in 
every respect. I do further swear that I have not myself incurred 
nor according to the best of my knowledge an,l helief allowed any 
expencc incurred by others on account of this Oovcrnment either 
upon the fixed :Establishment or for any contingent E.·pendituro 
contrary to tho Hules and Regulations thereof or to the orders of 
His Majesty's Government iu England, And I do further swear 
that I have not incurre<l or allowed any contingent K·peneo 
whatever on account of this Colony which 1 di,l not 1Jclievo to be 
necessary for the service thereof." 

23rd. You are to cause the Auditor General to deliver to yon an 
annual report upon the accounts of the Colouy. In this report 
he is to state "hat increase or 1lirninutio11 has tal-cn 11lacu in the 
Colonial Hevenuc and l◄: penditure within that pl'ri0<l, when 
compared with the Accounts of tl1e previous Y •ar, and he is to 
report from what causes such Increase or l>iminulion has ari8cn. 
You arc to forward a Copy of the 1-,aicl Hcport and 'opie of tho 
proceedings in the Oflicc of the Awlitor Um1ernl rc.,ularly with 
the Accounts, torrether with such observations a may affonl a 
satisfactory explanation th •reof, arnl you arc to trnu mit ,\ ith the 
first ,\.nnual .Accounts a npy of the regulations under which tho 
l.>cpartment of the Auditor General is at pre ent cornluctcd and 

 

 



95 

the Accounts of the Revenue and Expenditure examined and 
checked. 

24th. You arc to forward to the Commissioners of Colonial 
Audit with your Accounts a regular series of the Cape Town 
Gazette in which the Orders and advertisements of Government 
are published, and you are to address all your Communications to 
the Coloni,tl Audit Office under Cover to us. 

25th. You are not to consider these Instructions as interfering 
with any orders which you may have received from the Secretary 
of State for forwarding to his Department any Accounts or Docu­
ments connected with the Finances of the Colony under your 
charge. 

Given under our Hands at the Treasury Chambers, \Vhitehall, 
this 18th day of March 181G. 

(Signed) 

[O!ftc Copy.J 

LIVERPOOL, 

N. V ANSITTART, 

C. GRANT, JUNR. 

Letter Jroni Lorm B.\TIIURST to LORD CHARLES so~IERSET. 

DOWNING STREET, 21th March 1816. 

MY Lonn,-! inclose you herewith the Copy of a letter from 
His Excellency the Baron J acolii Kloeit soliciting permission for 
Messrs. Munu anu l\foire to visit the Cape of Good Hope and the 
Island of Saint Helena upon botanical pursuits. These gentlemen 
have receivrnl the permission of His Majesty's Government to 
l>l'oceed in the fir,t instance to the Cape, and I beg to recommend 
Lhe111 to your attention autl to request you would afford them every 
facility in your power tu promote the Ohject of their Researches. 

I have &c. 

(8ignell) J3ATIIURS'.l'. 
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[ Oillce Copy.] 

Letter from, Lo1m BATHURST to LORD CHARLES So,rnrrsET. 

DOWNING STREET, 2filh Jlarch 1816. 

MY LonD,-I do myself the honour to transmit to you herewith 
the Copy of a letter adtlressed to Lt. General l\foatle upon the 
subject of the 011lce of Lieutenant Governor of the Cape of Good 
Hope, which has been inclutletl in the Reductions determined upon 
by His Majesty's Government. Your Lordship will observe that 
the Lt. General has been informed that the salary of this Appoint­
ment would be continued to him up to the 1st of January 1817, 
and Your Lordship will he pleased to give the necessary Directions 
that the amount should he paicl to him in Advance. 

General Meade will also be relieved from His Military Duties 
at the Cape by the Arrangements which have been made with 
regard to the General Staff, winch will not a<lmit of tho Em­
ployment of more than one Major General upon the station. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) B.\.TIIUltST. 

[Original.] 

Letter froni Lo1m CIIAHLES Rom:m-mT to E u:L DATIIVHRT. 

C'Al'E oF Goon llol'E, Nan•/, 26th 181G. 

l\fy Lo1m,-l\fojor Gc11eral Ilainl having snlicite<l J)('l'lllission to 
retire from the Service ou account of ill-heallh, a vaca11cy oecurs 
in the staff of this army and in the Commamlantship of Simons 
Town. 

I venture to communicate this circumstance to \ our Lordship 
at the earliest momc11t, in con cquml<'c of the dmiirc Your Lorcl­
ship has expressc<l in your di.patches of lite :rnth ,July 1811 
(.To 11) and 0th May 181/i (:Ko. iD) that something shoul<l be 
<lone advantageous to Uolonel < :raltam in eonRc<p1encc of his 
. ervices on the frontiers of this Relllemeut, and p •rhaps m1<ler the 
circumstance of hi' having connected liirn elf (by rnaniage) in 
this 'ettlement, no mark of the l'rince Hegcut's approbation 
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would be more thankfully received by Colonel Graham than his 
being appointed to succeed Major General Baird on the staff of 
this army. I have already nominated him to the Commandant­
ship at Simons Town. 

The extensive local knowledge Colonel Graham possesses of 
this Settlement will perhaps induce your Lordship on public 
grounds to mention Colonel Graham's name to His Royal High­
ness the Commander in Chief for this vacancy. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SOMERSET. 

[Office Copy.] 

Lette1· from LORD BATHURST to LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

DowNmG STREET, 27th }_l,farch 1816. 

MY LoRD,-I have the honour to acknowledge the Receipt of 
your Lordship's Letter No. 45 of the 20th January last, upon the 
Subject of the inadequacy of Mr. D'Escury's Salary as Inspector 
of Government Lands. 

In consideration of that Gentleman's important and meritorious 
Services, I have to convey to your Lordship my Sanction to the 
proposed Augmentation of his Salary from 3000 to 5000 Rix 
Dollars per Annum, to commence from the 1st July 1816. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

[Office Copy.] 

Lrltr,r from Lonn BATHURST to Lonn CHARLES SOMERSET. 

DOWNING STREET, 29th ~[arch 181G. 

Mv Lmm,-T have received the Commands of His Royal 
Highness the l>rince Honcnt to draw your earliest, and most 

. 0 

serious Attention to the Adoption of every l\foaAm<i whid1 '11ny 

tend to 1rn,~r.r1 1hP Pnhlic E i:p, nd'L•uc or to imprcv1 l-1 l 1 o1w 
I II 
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Revenue in the Colony which is entrusted to your Adminis­
tration. 

You will be pleased to enter upon a minute Investigation of all 
the Sources of Public Expence throughout the Colony; you will 
satisfy yourself of the Necessity of Keeping on foot the several 
Offices, and the Salaries, :Fees, or Perquisites which may belong at 
present to each Office. 

Your Lordship will be pleased to transmit to me a full Ileport 
upon these Matters, and point out every item (however minute) in 
which you conceive that a saving may be effected consistently 
with what may be due to Individuals or becoming the Character 
of the British Government. 

As it is the Opinion of His Majesty's Government that what­
ever surplus Revenue may be found to remain (after defraying the 
Civil Expences of your Government when reducetl to the lowest 
scale) should be appropriated towards the defraying of the 
Military Establishment which is required for the Security of 
the Colony, I am to desire that you will state to me not only the 
Amount which you may consider as availaule for this purpose, 
but likewise the Manner in which you may conceive that a 
Portion of the Military Expence may be thrown upon the Colonial 
Revenue with the least Inconvenience to the Colony and the 
greatest AdYantage to His Majesty's Service. I have &c. 

(Signed) EATIIURST. 

romeo Copy.] 

Letter frmn Lonn D.\TIIURST to Lonn CnA1tLES So:r.rnnSET. 

DOWNING STREET, llfarch 30th 1816. 

MY LORD,-I do myself the honour to acquaint Your Lordship 
that your Dispatch No. 4G (which was received upon the 21st 
Instant) has been recommended to the serious Consideration of 
tho Board of Controul for the Affairs of India. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 
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[Office Copy.] 

Letter from LORD BATHURST to LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

DOWNING STREET, 4th April 1816. 

MY LoRD,-I have the honour to enclose for your Lordship's 
information the enclosed Heturn of Stores shipped from November 
1815 to January 1816 for the Use of the Ba1Tack Department at 
the Cape of Good Ilope, and a Return of stores shipped from 
November to December 1815 for the Quarter-Master General's 
Department there. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

[Copy.] 

I'1·oclamation by LORD CHARLES So:r.rnRSET. 

Whereas by Proclamation of His Excellency the Earl of 
M'Cartney, then Governor of this G~lony, bearing date the 24th 
July, 1797, amongst other matters belonging and appertaining to 
the administration of Justice in this Colony, it was declared, 
enacted, promulgated, and made known, that the Board of Com­
missioners for Petty Civil Matters was thenceforth authorized and 
empowered to try and determine all Suits and questions of 
I>roperty, amounting to, or valued at, a sum not exceeding Two 
Hundred Rixdollars. 

And whereas great advantage has been found to arise from that 
summary mocle of deciding such questions, and a further extent 
of their jurisdiction appears highly desirable and useful, I, there­
fore, hereby declare, direct, and publish, that tho authority of tho 
said Board of Commissioners (now tho Board of Landdrost and 
Ileemraden of the Cape District) shall extend to all sums and 
questions of Property as aforesaid, not exceeding Three Hundred 
ltixdollars, as fully as it now does to sums not exceeding Two 
Hundred nixdollars, and to be enforced accordingly anJ in like 
manner, of which the ·worshipful the Court of Justice, the said 
Board of Commissioners (now Landdrost and Heemraden of the 

11 2 
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Cape District), and all others are hereby directed to take notice, 
and conform to. 

God save the King! 

Given under my Hand and Seal at the Cape of Good Hope, this 
5th day of April, 181G. 

C. II. SOMERSET. 

[Copy.] 

Proclamation by L01rn CHARLES SmrnnsET. 

Concerning the destruction of worn out paper money. 

11th April 1816. 

L Office Copy.] 

Letter from LORD BATHURST to LORD CIIARLES SOMERSET. 

LONDON, .April lGlh 1816. 

MY LonD,-1 do myself the honour to transmit for your in­
formation an Extract from a Hcport addressed by tho Commis­
sioners of Colonial AU(lit to the Lords Commissioners of His 
Majesty's Treasury upon the Subject of the :Finances of the Capo 
of Good Hope. 

Your Lordship will observe that tho substance of this paper 
relates to the Accounts of the Districts into which the Colony is 
divided ; and as it appears to me advisahle to arlopt tho plan 
proposed by the Colonial Auditors, I have to desire that your 
Lordship would he pleased to give Directions for regulating the 
Assessment and Appropriation of Money on the I>art of the Land­
clrost in the Manner pointed out l.Jy the Auditors nncl that tho 
cletailed Accounts of tho Expenditure should l.Je thoroughly 
examined by the local Authorities preparatory to their trans­
mission to England with the necessary Vouchers for final 
Settlement. 

As the Auditing of these Accounts will be much facilitated by 
their early Arrival in this Country, Your Lordship will cause 
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them to be made out at stated periods, and transmitted home by 
the earliest Opportunities. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

[Original.] 

Letter froni L01m CHARLES So111ERSET to EARL BATHURST. 

GOVERNMENT HOUSE, 

CAPE OF Gooo IloPE, 17th April 1816. 

MY LoRD,-1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
your Lordship's dispatch dated 25th November 1815, and in reply 
thereto beg to transmit to your Lordship herewith copy of a letter 
from His Majesty's Fiscal, enclosing the monition which bas been 
duly served upon Mr. Joseph Reed. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SOMERSET. 

[Original] 

Ldtcr from, JAJIIES Conn, ESQUE., to TnonrAs PEREGTIINE 
C0UHTB~AY, ESCjRE. 

EAST INDIA liousE, the 25th April 1816. 

Sm,-I have the honor, by command of the Court of Directors, 
to acknowlmlge the receipt of your letter of the 1:.lth Instant, 
giving cover to the Copy of a Letter which Earl Bathurst had 
receive<l from Lord Charles Somerset, upon the subject of the 
e~qiorlation of Horses from the Cape of Good Hope to India, for 
the use of the Cavalry of the East India Company; and I am 
directed by tho Court to inform you that having, agreeably to 
your desire, taken the subject into cousidcratiou, they arc of 
opiuiou that it would 11ot he e.xpe<lient or advisal.Jlc to import 
Hor::;es into lrnlia frorn the Cape uf Co()(l Hope. 

Horses iu suflicicut numbers for the remount of the Cavalry 
have generally lieen procurahlc in India, hut as they have hecn 
generally thou6ht defective in lionc nnd strength, the Comp:rny 
several years ngo established a brcecling f-itud in E11ghmd, with a 
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view to ensure, through the medium of Stallions sent from that 
Stud to Bengal, the necessary improvement in these important 
qualities. This object, the Court are of opinion, has been attainecl, 
ancl they have in consequence abolished the home Stucl, and mean 
to discontinue all further Supplies of that nature. 

The Several Papers receivecl with your Letter are herewith 
returned. I have &c. 

(Signel) JAMES Conn, Secretary. 

[Copy.] 

Proclamation by LORD CIIARLES SmrnRSET. 

WHEREAS from the numerous manumissions which take place, 
and the large class of negro apprentices (which has of late years 
been, by clecisions of the court of Vice Admiralty, greatly increased) 
it appears to be expedient that the most minute precautions should 
be taken to prevent the possibility of such free persons, or their 
offspring, merging into a state of slavery, or being confounded 
with the domestic or other slaves, the property of individuals in 
this settlement : 

And whereas it has not been found sufficient to cause a census 
of such free persons to be taken, numbers of them being so 
ignorant as not to be able to comprehencl the utility to themselves 
of making known to the magistrates, hereunto appointecl, their 
places of abode and avocations, and thus leaving it uncertain 
whether they be or be not free persons; 

Be it therefore, ancl it is hereby ordered, by virtue of the power 
and authority vested in me by His Majesty, that henceforwarcl all 
persons shall be bound to have their slaves registered, according 
to the regulations hereinafter prescribed, viz. 

lst.-There shall be an office establishecl in Cape Town, for the 
purpose of keeping exact registers of all slaves within the colony. 

2nd.-ln each of the country clistricts, there shall likewise 
be an office for the same object, uncler the immediate inspection 
of the lancldrost, ancl in correspondence with, ancl under the control 
of the principal office in Cape Town. 

3rd.-The office in Cape Town shall be managed by an inspector 
and assistant inspector, with the necessary clerks. The offices in 
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the country districts shall be conducted by the district clerks, 
except in the district of Stellenbosch, where there is no district 
clerk, there the secretary to the drostdy shall take this duty upon 
himself. 

4th.-Every proprietor of a slave or slaves shall be bound 
to enter at the office of the district in which he resides, by name 
and sex, all his or her slaves, stating their respective ages, (to the 
best of his or her knowledge,) country and occupations, and also 
to report and receive a certificate of all manumissions, transfers, 
inheritances, births, deaths, or changes of property, as the case 
may be. 

5th.-The inspector of the enregisterment shall cause an alpha­
betical register of all proprietors within the Cape Town, the Cape 
district, and the residency of Simon's Town, to be prepared; and 
he shall cause to be entered therein, separately and distinctly, 
each person's slaves, by name, sex, age, country and occupation, 
carefully noting therein the changes that shall occur, whether 
by transfer, manumission, inheritance, gift, death, or change of 
property. 

Gth.-The secretary to the drostdy of Stellenbosch, and the 
district clerks in the remoter districts,.. shall keep registers in their 
respective districts, and shall be obliged monthly to transmit copy 
of all their proceedings to the chief office in Cape Town, where 
registers for each country <l.istrict shall be separately kept, to be 
formeu from the proceedings of these officers. 

7th.-The inspector in Cape Town, the secretary of the drostdy 
of Stellenbosch, au<l. the <l.istrict clerks respectively, shall give to 
each person registering his slaves a certificate of his having so 
<l.one, which certificate shall be a counterpart of the registry, and 
thus describe the name, sex, age, country, and occupation of Uie 
slaves so rcgisterml, and which certificate such proprietor shall 
have to keep for his own security. 

8th.-The inspector in Cape Town or the functionaries alluded 
to in Ute count1y <l.istricts, as the case may require, shall grant 
a like certificate in all cases of the registry of birth, <l.eath, 
ma1rnmission, transfer, inheritance, gift or change of property. 

9th.- Iu all eases of the sale of a slave, tho party purchasing 
such , lave shall obtain from the in. pector in Cape Town, or the 
functionaries alluded to in the country districts, as aforesaid, 
a certificate of such transaction, which certificate shall describe 
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the name, sex, age, country, and occupation of such slave, and 
shall be granted upon the former proprietor, or his authorized 
agent, or his representatives, heirs, executors, administrators 
or assigns, making known to the registry office in writing, that 
such slave has been sold, and the then proprietor shall receive the 
said certificate as his deed of transfer, title, and claim to the slave 
purchased, and for which certificate (which shall be issued on 
a stamp of five rix dollars) he shall pay an additional sum of five 
rix dollars towards defraying the charges of the registry establish­
ment. 

lOth.-A like certificate shall be granted in all cases of gift, 
inheritance, exchange of a slave, or other change of property 
therein, upon a stamp of five rix dollars, with an addition of 
five rix dollars towards defraying the charge of the registry 
establishment. 

llth.--The inspector, or other functionaries, as the case may be, 
shall grant a certificate of the registry of the birth of a slave, 
which certificate shall describe the mother of such slave, stating 
her J_Jrobable age, country, and. occupation, and a charge of one 
rix dollar shall be allowed for the certificate of registry thereof. 

12th.-No charge is to be ma<le for the certificates of registry 
granted under the provisions of the 7th article of these regulations, 
nor is any cha;:ge to l,e made or foe to be taken for granting 
certificates of the registry of Jeaths. 

13th.-The worshipful the court of justice is hcrchy required to 
appoint a commission once in each year to examine the registers 
of the inspector's offtce in Cape Town, and the documents upon 
which the registers are prepared, and satisfy themselves that tho 
utmost accuracy is observell in keeping the same, of which they 
are hereby req_uired to make report to mo or to the Governor for 
the time being; and the commi. sion of circuit is herel,y r'quirc<l 
to examine in like manner the registers of the respective country 
districts at the annual circuit, and to report their having so done 
to me or to the governor for the time l>eing. 

And whereas it appears to be of the greatest importance that no 
person shall, under any pretext whatever, eva<1e or neglect to 
comply with the regulations herein prescribed arnl made known ; 
be it therefore hereby further declared and ordered that if any 
person or persons shall have delayed making the return of his, her 
or their slaves, called for by tho 4th article of these regulations, 
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beyond tho 31st of March 1817, for Cape Town district and 
the residency of Simon's Town, or beyond the termination of the 
ensuing year 1817 for the respective country districts, such person 
or persons shall be considered as having manumitted the slave or 
slaves not then registered; and the worshipful the court of justice 
is hereby directed, in cases of applications for freedom of any 
slaves so situated, not to require other proof thereof than the mere 
want of registry as herein prescribed, except in such cases in 
which the proprietor or proprietors of a slave or slaves whose 
registry shall have been omitted, shall, upon reasons "founded in 
the law," be justified in his, her, or their claim for relief. 

And be it likewise hereby further ordered that no infant born 
subsequent to the date of the present proclamation shall be 
recognised as slave, unless the birth of such infant be duly 
registered, as prescribed by the 4th article of the present regula­
tions, within six months after the birth of such infant. 

And it is hereby further ordered that in all cases of manu­
missions, deaths, inheritances, or changes of property, the party 
or parties failing to notify such circumstance to the inspector's 
office, or to the registry office in the country districts, as the case 
may be, such person or persons shall be liable to a penalty of 100 
rix dollars in each case, which penalty shall be recoverable 
upon proof of the contravention of this regulation being brought 
before commissioners of the worshipful the court of justice for this 
town, district, and residency of Simon's Town, or the court of 
landdrost and heemraaden in the country districts. 

And it is hereby further directed and made known, that no 
claim to a slave shall be held to be valid, unless the transfer of 
such slave, or the change of property therein, shall appear upon 
the registers of which 1.he parly claiming the slave shall have 
olitained a certificate thereof. 

Arnl in order that no person may plerul ignorance hereof, 
this shall be published and aflixed in the usual manner. 

Ood save the King! 

Given under my harnl and f-eal at tho Cape of Good Hope, this 
2Gth day uf April 181G. 

(Signed) C. II. So.m:i:si:T. 
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[Office Copy.] 

Letter from LORD BATHURST to LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

DOWNING STREET, 1st ]J[ay 181G. 

MY LORD,-Having caused your Lordship's Dispatch No. 46 of 
the 24th January last recommending the Exportation of Horses 
from the Cape of Good Hope to India for the Cavalry and 
Artillery Service of the East India Company, to be referred to the 
Consideration of the Commissioners for the Affairs of India, I 
transmit for your information a Copy of the Answer which has 
been received by my Under Secretary, by which it appears that 
the Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the Court of Directors of 
the East India Company are of opinion that the Measures adopted 
for improving the Breed of Horses in India will prove sufficient to 
meet the Demands for the Cavalry Service in that Quarter. 

I have etc. 

(Signed) BATlIUiiST. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from LORD BATHURST to LORD CIIARLES So::-,rnns1~T. 

DOWNING STREET, 3rd ]!fay 1816. 

MY LORD,-Ilaving caused your Lordship's Letter of the 30th 
October No. 41 to be referred with its several l~nclosures to tho 
Consideration of the Lords of the UommiLtee of Privy Council for 
Trade, I have now the honour to transmit, for your information, 
the Copy of the Answer which has been returned, by which it 
appears that the Lords of the Committee concur in the legal 
Opinion which Mr. Reeves has given with regard to the Case of 
the Brig )!aria, viz. that American Produce may be brought from 
St. Helena to the Cape of Good Hope in a British Ship duly 
registered and navigated under the general Colonial Law, which 
in this Instance is made by the Order in Uouncil of the 24th 
September 1814, the Law of the Cape of Good Hope. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from Tnm1As COURTENAY, EsQRE., to HENRY 
GOULBURN, EsQRE. 

107 

WHITEHALL, l\1ay 8th 1816. 

Srn,-I have the satisfaction of informing you for Lord 
Bathmst's information that I have been enabled and instructed to 
make a further repayment of £2,000 on account of the Advances 
made to the Agents for the Government of the Cape of Good 
Hope by the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury. 

This payment will take place on the 1st of next Month (the 
Bill remitted to me then being due), and I have in consequence 
of a desire formerly expressed on the part of the Lords Com­
missioners of the Treasury acquainted their Lordships with my 
intention. 

I shall also be enabled to make good the Advances on account 
of the Expenses of the Colonial Audit Office mentioned in my 
Letters of 7th January 1815 and 8th of January last; and I trust 
that I shall not have occasion during,._ the present Year to solicit 
Lord Bathurst on the part of the Cape Government for any Issue 
of Money. I have &c. 

(Signed) Tnos. P. COURTENAY, 
Colonial Agent for the Cape of Good Ilope. 

[Copy.] 

Proclamation by LORD CHARLES Sm.mRSET. 

Whereas the blessmg of Peace being now restored to the British 
Empire, it docs not appear to be longer necessary or expedient to 
continue, within the limits of this Government, the restrictions 
laid by His Excellency Lieut. Gen. Sir David Tiaird upon the 
Exportation from hence of Gold and Silver Specie: Be it there­
fore hereby made known, that I have thought proper to revoke so 
much of the I)roclamation ii,sued by His Excellency Sir David 
lhird aforesaid, on the 23rd January, 180G, which forbids the 
Exportation of Gold and Silver Currency, and to repeal entirely 
the l'cnallics a!Iixcd by such r>roclamation, as well as every other 
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Penalty attached to the Exportation of Gold and Silver Specie or 
Currency, (above the value of Ten Pounds Sterling), by any 
former Proclamation or other Regulation of this Government. 
And it is hereby made known, that the Import or Export of Gold 
and Silver Specie shall henceforward be perfectly free; provided 
always, that regular Permits be obtained for the Import or Export 
thereof, from the Custom Department, as in cases of other 
Merchandize, but subject to no Custom or other Duties whatever. 

God save the King ! 

Given under my Hand and Seal at the Cape of Good Hope, this 
10th day of May, 1816. 

(Signed) C. H. So:MERSET. 

[ Original.l 

Letter from Lonn UllARLES SOMERSET to EARL BATIIURST. 

CAPE OF Gooo IloPE, 1 th May 181G. 

MY Lonn,-In transmitting to your Lordship the several I>ro­
clamations, and Government Notifications from tho commence­
ment of the year up to this date, I beg particularly to call your 
Lordship's attention to one dated the 2Lith of last month, which 
I found it necessary to issue, directing a general and specific 
registry of the slave population of this Colony. I am not aware 
of any successful attempts having been made to introlluce 
clandestinely, contrary to the wise and liencficent regulations of 
the British Parlimuent, any additional slaves into this possession, 
nor does the annual census (opgaaf), which is taken with mn<'h 
minuteness, afford grounds for supposing that any such practice 
has existed. or has been tried; hut some attempts to consider 
young apprentices in the class of slaves (which is at present urulcr 
the strictest investigation) arnl the facility with whid1 in a willely 
extended ancl thinly populated country as this is, it migl1t 1,c 
possible to evil mirnled porsous to attempt to confnurnl a part of 
the free black population with the class of sl:tves, rendered it 
extremely advisable not longer to delay the measure to which I 
have given effect. 

Some publications which have been received here subsequent io 

• 
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tho promulgation of this regulation, lead mo to suppose that a 
similar measure is in general contemplation for the British 
Colonies in the West Indies; should it be the intention of His 
Majesty's Govemment to extend any provisions of that nature to 
this Settlement, the measure in question will be preliminary 
thereto, and not interfere with any more complete system which 
your Lordship may think it wise to direct. 

Much facility is afforded in the execution of this measure in the 
regulations respecting the annual census now in force, which takes 
much from tho appearance of Novelty, which might have rendered 
this measure in some degree obnoxious; but I have no reason to 
suppose that any such feeling has been created by it ; on the 
contrary, the registers have been opened, and many of the in­
habitants have already availed themselves of an early oppor­
tunity of inscribing the descriptions of their slaves as required. 

I have much pleasure in informing your Lordship that I have 
no reason to think that the expense attending this measure will be 
any additional charge to the Colonial Government, having fixed 
the salaries of the persons who will be employed in it at the 
lowest possible rate, the amount of which, according to probable 
calculations, will be more than defrayed from the charges to be 
made upon the enregisterment of transfers, gifts, births, and manu~ 
missions, as clearly expressed in the Proclamation. 

I have nominated Major Hogers (a gentleman most competent 
in business and in whom I can place the fullest confidence) as 
Inspector of this enregisterment at a salary of 3,500 Rixdollars, 
and Mr. Schonberg, a gentleman long i:Q. the confidential employ 
of this Government, as his assistant with a salary of 2000 Uix­
dollars, which I trust will meet your Lordship's approbation. 

In the country districts I have placed the management of the 
Registers in the hands of the district clerks, whose time appeared 
not to be fully occupied, and I have increased their very moderate 
sala1ies in consequence of this additional trouble 500 Hixdollars 
per annum, whieh at the present rate of exchange is not more than 
£55 sterling. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES IlENRY So~1ERSET. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from, LORD CIIARLES S01rnRSET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAI'E OF Goon lion:, JJiay 18th 181G. 

MY LORD,-By the reports of the Debates in the House of 
Commons of the 4th of March, I perceive that Lord Palmerston in 
notifying the reductions which would take place by the Peace 
Establishment, stated, amongst others, that the Commander of the 
Forces at the Cape was to be done away with, and the command 
held by a Lieut. General. 

I feel it my Lord so much the duty of every man in public life 
to be ready at all times to sacrifice his own personal advantage to 
the interests of the Country, that were my interest all that was 
concerned in any changes in the command hero, I should not offer 
a remark upon it, but tho Military command on this Station is so 
closely interwoven with tho interests of the Colony, that it would 
be attended with the most pernicious consequences to separate it 
from the person who holds tho Government. Experience has 
proved this fact to Lord Liverpool on more than one occasion. In 
the latest instance the difference between Lord Caledon and 
General Grey (two gentlemen of the most modest dispositions) 
forcecl Mr. Alexander (the Colonial Secretary) to leave tho Colony 
upon 12 hours notice and proceed to England. Mr. Alexander 
informs me that he had frequent communications with Lord 
Liverpool on the subject of these differences, and iho result was 
the extreme difftculiy of drawing any line, and that all must 
depend on the discretion of the parties. Lord Liverpool however 
(Mr. Alexander says) felt that that wa'l so little to he relied on in 
the perpetually recurring questions, that his Lonlship told Mr. 
Alexander of his determination always to combine the civil and 
military power here in one person. I feel this strongly my Lord at 
the present moment, had I, in my civil capacity, had to consult 
the Commander of tho Troops at the moment of tho late insunec­
tion on the ]frontiers and had the officer applied to differed in 
opinion, or hesitated, the promptitude with which this :Force was 
applied on that occasion might have been checked, and serious 
evil have ensued in consequence. 

In short, my Lord, the more I consider the nature of this 
Government the more convinced I am of the necessity of com-
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bining the civil and military authorities. Deeply interested 
therefore My Lord in the welfare of this Colony and in the 
facilities of my own administration, I take the liberty of 
addressing your Lordship to say, that if the Prince Regent will 
accept of my services in the command of the Troops here, I shall 
be proud to hold it upon any terms or with the emolument of any 
inferior rank His Royal Highness may deem it advisable to place 
me on, as my remuneration is quite a secondary consideration in 
comparison with the evils that I foresee would arise from a separa­
tion of the authorities. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SOMERSET. 

[Copy.] 

Memorial of BREVET LIEUTENANT COLONEL JACOB 

GLEN CUYLER. 

To His Excellency the Right Hon'ble General Lord 0. H. 
Somerset, Governor and Commander tn Chief of the Cape of Good 
Hope, &c., &c. 

The Memorial of Brevet Lieut. Colonel Jacob Glen Cuyler of the 
Cape Regiment and Landdrost of Uitenhage 

Most Humbly Sheweth ! 
That Your Memorialist has been upwards of Ten Years employed 

on this Frontier and Placed in many trying Situations in the 
discharge of the arduous duty intrusted to him, being now 
advanced in life and having married in this Country, and an 
encreasing young family for wruch he would wish to provide, 
Most Humbly sohcits, should his conduct have met Your 
Excellency's approbation, that it may graciously please Your 
Lordship to grant unto him the Estate he now holds under the 
title of perpetual quit-rent at 125 Rixdollars per annum called 
Doorn Kraal, in I>roperty (Eigendom). And Your Memorialist 
as in duty bound shall ever pray. 

(Signed) J. G. CUYLER. 
UITENHAGE, 20th May 1816. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from LORD CIIARLES SOMERSET to EARL TI.\TIIURST. 

CAPE OF Goon HOPE, 2ht .llfoy 1810, 

MY LORD,-Your Lordship has such ample access in the Colonial 
Office to all details respecting tho paper currency of this Setile­
ment, that in communicating to your Lonlship a measure I have 
lately found it necessary to adopt, I shall only have to bring the 
leading features attending the nature of our circulating medium to 
your attention, in order to give your Lordship an explanation 
of the effect I expect from the line I have thought it expedient to 
pursue. 

Your Lordship then is aware that the only circulating medium 
here is a paper currency calculated in Ilixdollars. The Hix.dollar 
was originally issued at 48 stivers Dutch money, which is rather 
more than as many pence English. The value of the Hi.·clollar in 
exchange was at the JJeriod of (and for some time after) the 
capture of the Colony, at par, that is at 4 shillings English the 
llixdollar. As British :Merchandise subsequently flowed in, which 
could only in this non exporting territory be repaid to the British 
Merchants 1y rE>mittances in Bills, the exchange gradually rose, as 
it might naturally have been expected to do, and the paper 
currency of the Colony becmne in so far depreciated. But the 
effect of the rise of exchange to its present enormous height 
(upwards of 90 per cent) has not been entirely caused by the 
competition created by those o1vious and fair Mercantile pro­
ceedings, but may be greatly attributed to another cause which I 
shall now endeavour briefly to explain. 

The pay of the Forces here is issued to the Troops in Spanish 
dollars; as these do not pass current, the soldiers upon the receipt 
of them convert them into paper currency, and there is a ,Jew 
broker who, supported by other capitalists, has made it his tnule 
to purchase these dollars for the purpose of tlisJJosing of them 
again to Government in exchange for Bills upon faiglanrl. 

The Assistant Commissary General draws, afLer public tender, 
two !lcscriptions of 1,ills, the one for 11aper currency for tltc pay­
ment of the extraonlinaries of the Army, the other for 8pa11ish 
dollars for the payment of the snu~istencc of the Troops. The 
first description of bills come to open competition, 1ut from the 
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cnuse I have above endeavoured to explain the second dcscri]Jtiun 
falls almost entirely into the hands of this broker or his Agents. 

Now the natural consequence is that this man becomes a 
monopolizer of almost the only export commodity of the place, to 
the great injury of the mercantile part of the community and to the 
absolute ruin of the Colonial Finance. The number of l>ills issued 
for both the al.Jove services not being sufficient for the wants of 
the importing Merchants, it is evident that the person who can 
obtain possession of one half of them may comuum<l. what price he 
pleases for them from persons anxious, and indeed forced, to make 
remittances to their British correspondents. 

Thus then, the rise of exchange has been gradually effected. 
This broker obtains nearly one half of all the l>ills issued. He 
has them for sale, and, taking the highest tender made to the 
Commissary General for l.Jills against currency as his standard, he 
exacts from the remitter as much heyon<l. that as he possibly can; 
and the rate he fixes upon the bills he has for sale becomes the 
Standar<l for the next tenders to the Uommi~sary General, he 
again employing the currency he receives from the remitter in the 
purchase of Spanish dollars from the soldiers. 

It might at first sight be imagineu that such rise would be 
l.Jeneficial to the public, inasmuch as by this means a greater 
nmnl>er of Uixdollars is obtained for a pound sterling than a par 
of exchange entitles it to ; but a little examination will prove the 
fallacy of such supposition, for in proportion as the Uolouial 
cunency has been depreciated, the prices of food, laLour, furnge, 
fnel, &c., have increased, without a<lvcrtiug Lo the increased high 
prices all imported commu<l.ities must bear Lo enaLle the trader to 
make any return whatever. Thus the apparent gain tu the 
1mhlic hy the high rate of exchange is sunk in the increased prices 
pay,tble for all articles purchase<l. with the paper currency proceeds 
of these liills. 

Hut while the British Treasury does not in effect gain 1,y the 
lneasme, it must b' oLviuus to your Lordship that the Colonial 
( loYernment whose revenue is entirely rec\•i vable ill paper eurreney 
ltlust 1,e ull(ler the gr •atest embarra~suw11L 110w that its i1H·on1e 
(that is its currency) is so vastly depreciated, while the slllnll 
capitalists, the annuitant~, aucl the eivil servants whn~e ~alaries 
arc paitl iu so many Hix1lollars per arn1u111 are nearly rnincll. 

The fear oi' being l'orce\l tu ha,\\ n·course under irn rta ing 
XI, 
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(lifficultics to the British Tn•asmy to aid our ordinary expcrnlitmc, 
induced me ear1y to watch the results of the competitions for 
hills, and there has appeared to me to be but one way of palliating 
the evil complained of, by endcavoming to get rid of this inter­
mediate man, without however checking the competition which it 
is fair to the public shoul<l be excited amongst the real remitters. 
I have therefore directe<l the Assistant Commissary General when 
he next advertizes for bills to give notice that such bills will only 
be made payable to some individual or firm in Englarnl. I expeet 
from this measure to put a stop for the present to a part of this 
system of jobbing. It is true that this will not prevent the party 
obtaining bills from remitting them to his own correspondents and 
drawing in favour of remitters to a like amount; but in<lependent 
of the probable want of connexion for such arrangement, the 
public will never have that confi<lence in a private bill which 
public bills possess, an<l thus in a great degree the negotiation of 
the Commissary General's bills will be confined to the class of 
real remitters, and in fact the public, not an in<lividual, will 
gain the whole advantage (if any) derivable from the rate of 
exchange. 

Should this measure meet, as I trust it will, your Lordship's 
approbation, I am in the hope your Lordship will communicate on 
the subject with either the Lords of His Majesty's Treasury or the 
Commissary in Uhief, accor<ling as the case may require, in order 
to do away any unfavourable impression which a first view might 
give to a novel arrangement, and I am the more i,anguine in 
expecting an approval and support in a continuance of the system, 
from the success of the former measure I adopted for reducing the 
price paid by the Commissary General fur Spanish dollars, which 
had the effect of lowering them from 7 shillings stcrli)l(r, which 
was the demand made for them, to 4s. Grl. at which they arc now 
furnished for the use of His Majesty's :Forces, thereby making a 
saving of the greatest importance to the British Treasury. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) UIIARLES lIENJtY SOMEH:SET. 
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[Copy.] 

Letter fro1n MR. G. BEELAERTS VAN BLOKLAND to 
LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

115 

CAPE •rowN, 24th llfay 1816. 

MY LoRn,-Availing myself of Your Lordship's kind offer to 
write to the Secretary of State on the subject of some papers and 
trifling articles forwarded to me by my relations in Holland, via 
England, and detained by the Custom House Officers in the latter 
country, I beg leave now to state, that agreeably to a letter from 
my brother (Mr. Beelaerts at Utrecht) of the 20th December 1815, 
in the course of that year, (the precise dates not mentioned) there 
were forwarded to me two different parcels, viz. 

One containing a copy of the will of my grandfather, item of 
the will of my father, item a codicil of my father, item an 
inventory; Netherland State Gazette from ·20 May to 1st of June; 
Hegister of the said Gazette for 1814 3rd and 4th volumes; together 
with some little parcels of thread, tape, black sewing silk, pens 
and a letter from my mother, with a dressed doll as a'present for 
the chiluren. 

The second parcel contained the following books, viz. 
Tollons's political writings, Vol 1. ~Dutch), Tydeman's dis­

quisitions on the Hoeks and Cabeljauws' dissensions (Dutch), Le 
1,ivre des petits Enfants abctlaire, Le9ons pour Les Enfants par 
Mr. Borbanld, 4 parties. Some ladies and gentlemen's leather 
gloves, item for children, 4 pair larlies leather shoes, and the 
Netherfand State Gazettes 2 June-21 July. 

Your Excellency will, I am assured, be satisfied that the arLicles 
abovementioned are not a matter of trade; hut merely of a private 
11ature, that their value is trifling in itself and are only of import­
ance as marks of attention between those who forwarded them and 
those for whom they were intended; the Gazettes are of some value 
to me on account of the inland concerns of my native country, 
and to complete the collection which I receive from time to time. 
The letters and other papers are of more conse(luence, us relating 
to my own private family concerns; aml can of t.50nrse be of no 
use to anybody else, so that their detention can only expose me to 
a great loss of time ancl to an additional expense in requiring fi·esh 
copies; if nothing olse therefore can be recovered, or if such 
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recovery would he attended with too o-reat expense, I am ren1ly 
to abandou them to their fate, and confine myself to the family 
papers, for the restoration of which I shall feel much obliged to 
Your Lordship. 

I suspect that some neglect or irregularity may have taken 
place at the importation in England, but from the trifling valne, 
1 cannot conceive that any illicit traffic or defrauding of Govern­
ment can have been intended. 

Should Your Excellency's endeavours prove of efficacy, either 
for the whole or a part of these articles, I have authorized the 
House of Mess'" G. & I van Nich & Co. to take charge of them, to 
whom I therefore request they may be delivered. 

I have to apologize for the trouble I presume to give Your Lord­
ship on the present occasion, and I have &c. 

(Signed) G. BEELAERTS VAN BLOKLAND. 

[Original.] 

Letter from S. ll. CHAPMAN, ESQRE., to 
HENRY GOULBURN, ESQRE. 

OFFICE OF OnDNANOE, 2·1171 Jlfay !SIG. 

Sm,-It having been deemed expedient that the Drivers and 
Horses attached to The Hoyal Artillery at the Cape of (lood Hope 
should be discontinued as a British Establishment, I am dir •cted 
by the Master General to acquaint you therewith for the iufunna­
tion of Earl Dathurst, in order that any E1p1ipment of this nature, 
Rhonlll such l)e re<1uired in time of I>eace, may be pruYidcd for un 
the Uolonial Establishment. 1 have &c. 

(Signed) s. IL UHAPM.\N. 

[Copy.] 

I'roclanwtion by Lo1rn CHARLES So:-mHf,ET. 

\Vhereas iL has been represented to me, that great benefit wonl<l 
be received by the Merchants arnl Traders of this Colony, if tlt<i 
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Duties charged upon the re-export of Goods, Wares, and Merchan­
dize, imported from Great Britain and Ireland, or from the East 
Indies, were repealed and done away; and it being my anxious 
wish to render every facility in my power, consistent with the 
Seeurity of His Majesty's Revenue, to the Commerce of this Settle­
ment, I have directed, and it is hereby made known, that from 
and after the 1st of the ensuing month of June, all Duties at 
present chargeable upon the re-export of any Goods, Wares, or 
Merchandize, imported into this Colony, from any part of His 
Majesty's Dominions, or from the East Indies, shall cease and 
determine, of which the Collector and Comptroller of His l\Iajesty's 
Customs, and all others whom it may concern, are to take due 
notice. 

God save the King! 

Given under my Hand and Seal at the Cape of Good Hope, this 
24th day of May 1816. 

(Signed) C. II. So:r.rnrn:,ET. 

[Oflice CoJJy.] 

Letter from Lo1w DATIIUitST to Lo1m CHARLES So,rnr.SET. 

CoLONIAL OFFICE, 2.ith May 1816. 

l\Iv Lo1m,-I have heen informed by the Board of Ordnance 
that it has been deemed expedient to discontinue as a British 
l~stablislnnent the Drivers and Hornes at the Cape of Good Hope. 

In stating this to your Lordship I have to add that I Jo not 
conceive it necessary that an E<p1ipment of this Nature should 
be maintained at the .Expense of the Colony. I have &c. 

(Signed) ll.\TIIUltST. 

[ Office Copy.] 

Letter f roin Louu DATIIUHST tv LOIW CUAHLES so~mRSET. 

COLONIAL 0FFIOE, '25th Nuy 18lli. 

l\Iv Lo1m,-This letter will he cleliverell tu yuur Lordship hy 
l\Ir. ,John E. all, lale of (h1ihll'Pr(l in 8nney, who has lw<'n rneom-
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mended to me by several Gentlemen who have borne satisfactory 
testimony to his Character. His Object in proceeding to the 
Colony under your Lordship's Administration is to settle there, 
and I have to request Lhat you would grant him a portion of land 
capable of Cultivation or a long lease of good land under a Crown 
tenure, according as Mr. Exall may possess the Means of cultivating 
the same. I have &c. 

(Signed) HATIIUUST. 

[Original.] 

Letter f,wn Lo1m CHARLES Sm,rnRSET to EARL BAT\IURST. 

UAPB OF GooD HOPB, 27th May 181G. 

MY LORD,-1 take the liberty of forwarding to Your Lordship 
a copy of a letter from Mr. Ileelaerts van Hloklaml, who is 
Secretary to the Court of J usiice here, praying my interference 
to procure certain family papers and other trifles which having 
been forwarded for him from Holland via England have been, for 
some irregularity, stopped at the Custom House in England. 
Should it be i.n Your Lordship's power to facilitate the restoration 
of these articles, I shall be very much obliged to Your Lordship lo 
do so, Mr. Beel..erts being a member of this Government who 
merits my good offices on all occasions. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES lb:~1tY Sm,nmsET. 

[Original.] 

Lettc1· from LORD CHARLES SOMERSET to EAUL l:ATIIUW,T. 

CAPl!l OP GooD llorE, 7th Ju11n 181G. 

MY Lonn,-! have tho honour to enclose to Your Lordship a. 
copy of a memorial which has l>Cen laid before me from Lieut. 
Colonel Cuyler of tho Cape Regiment, praying that certain lands 
which he holds on perpetual quit rent at a rent of 125 Rixdollars 
annually, may be ceded to him in freehold. As I <lo not feel 
myself authorised to alienate any part of the Crown revenues, 1 
l,eg to refer this case to Your Lordship and, in so doing, to rccom-
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mend strenuously a compliance with Lieut. Colonel Cuyler's 
request, the sacrifice thereby made not being equal to £15 sterling 
does not appear to be of any great importance, while the difference 
which attaches to the idea of freehold tenure in this country as 
contrasted wiih the new title of perpetual Quit rent generally 
a<lopted since my I>redecessor's government is very great. The 
services rendered by Lt. Col. Cuyler on the frontier have been very 
conspicuous both in the late occurrences and at the period of the 
expulsion of the Caffres from the Suureveld, which was effected in 
great measure through his exertions, and it will be therefore 
peculiarly agreeable to me if his request shall meet your Lordship's 
sanction. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SO;\rERSET. 

[Copy.] 

Letter from CnrnF JUSTICE TRUTER to DEPUTY SECRETARY Bum. 

CAPE TowN, 7th June 181G. 

Sm,-In answer to your letter of tl.e 30th April last, enclosing 
Copy of a Memorial from C. 1\1. Villet, praying to be admitted a 
Burgher of this Colony, I have 1.he honor to say, for the informa­
tion of His Excellency the Govemor and Commander in Chief, 
that as far as I have been able to a certain on the establishment 
of this Colony by Burghers of the same were meant "free persons 
who came to domiciliate here with 1.he permission of the Dutch 
<lovernment, then reprnsented hy the Directors of the Rast Intli,L 
Company, and with the liberty of carrying on all such trades as 
were consistent with the nature of the Settlement, of hereditarily 
possessing .Estates and other lam.led property, and with the right 
of not; heing depriveu of their privileges unless by the commis:-;ion 
of crimes agaim,t which the laws had enaeteu a punishment 
carrying with it the loss of the nurglwr rights." 

From mosL of these rights a,]l(l privileges the servants of the 
East Irnlin. Company were exclnclc1l, they were not allowed to 
possess lands in property, nor to carry on Burgher trades, and 
when the service uf the East ln<lia Company required it, or whl'll 
they became culpable by some tram,grcs:::.ion, they were liable to 
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he sent Lo other Establishments, and in the latter case even to luJ 
removed out of the Colony, without being allowed in any wise to 
oppose. 

Even those who were discharged from the service of the EasL 
India Company, altho' they were less limited with respect to the 
possession of lands and the carrying on of trade than thoee who 
were aclually in the service, were nevertheless, if they had not 
specially obtained the rights of Burghers, obliged to refrain from 
baking, ploughing, farming, retail licences, &c., these being more 
particularly consitlered as Burgher trades. They were also liable, 
if the service required it or if they misbehaved, to be called upon 
to serve again. Children of Company's servants, as well as those 
of Burghers born in lawful marriage, were considered as native 
Uurghers, without their requiring any other title thereto, but all 
other persons who successively arrived here, not then or previously 
in the service of the East India Company, or not having specially 
obtained Burgher right, were considered as strangers, had only 
precarious residence here, were not allowed to possess immoveable 
lll'operty, and were obliged on the first order of the Government 
to leave the Colony. The Government here from time to time 
also granted the rights of Burgher by public acts, bolh to strangers 
and former Company's servants, but whether the right of Uovern­
ment to <lo so proprio marti had been doubted, or whether Govem­
rncnt shewed too much indulgence in this subject to str~ngers, that 
is persons of foreign natious, certain it is that a great and con­
si<lemble part of the Burghers in the year 1780 complained to the 
Oovernment in Hollarnl of the levity of tho Governor hore in 
granting letters of Burghership, and specially req nestetl "that 
neither English, French, or other foreigners should he allowed 
to settle at the Cape or possess in property or on hiro hon es 
to exercise Burgher trades, or under pretext of seeking for plants, 
take journeys into the interior country, or be allowed to l>ec-ome 
Burghers if they had not previously been in the Company's 
scn·ice." 

The disposition of the Directors in Holland on this rcrp1cst 
appears in their letter to the Governor and Council at the Cape of 
( }00<l Hope datetl the 5th December 1783, and it is as follows : 
"That no stranger shall he admitted to carry on any Burgher 
trade at the Cape without our special corn;ent." I cannot with 
certainty say that this order has not been now and then diverted 
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t1rom hy the olonial Government, but these deviations have not 
been frequent, aurl therefore we are at liberty to say that said 
order with regard to the admission of strangers to the rights of 
]{urghership sti11 existed in the year 1795, when this Colony 
sunendered to II"s Majesty's arms. 

Ri.uce tJrnt period an unavoid3.IJJe confusion has arisen in this 
l'l'Spect. Many of the dis handed Dutch troops, both by marriage 
and long resi<lence in the Colony, had contracted connections 
which their interest would not allow them to give up without 
necessity. 

The ltevolution in France and Holland, and the uncertain state 
of things all ove.r Europe, rna<l.e it desirable for others, if they 
ooul<l, to remain here. A concourse of seafaring strangers were 
obliged to be ltwde<l from foreign ships brought in and condemned 
l >y the Vice .A.<lmira.lty Court. Under all these and similar cir­
curnsta.aces it lJccame a hardship to refuse foreign individuals to 
stay in the Colony who were prO\·ided with good recommendations 
or could give st>curity for their good behaviour, and consequently 
applications to the Dritish Colonial Government for that purpose 
seldom met wiili. any difliculties, but this leave to remain here 
only consisted in. a permission revokalJle whenever Government 
thought proper to discontinue it. 

lu the mean time it is evident that notwithstanding these 
limitations ~oufusion must have arisen, both because the number 
of those new inhabitants was very great, as well as that several 
of them uy degrees get into so many Burgher connections, real 
and personal, th.at nut only the exercise of trades was not longer 
c01rnidered as an actual grievance, but even the existing distinction 
Letwecn Burghers and other inhabitants seemed to have vanished. 

In this manner the Colony in the year 1803 was returned to 
the Datavian Hepublic the Government of which ackuowlellge<l 
the <liRtincti.on between Burghers and other iuhabitants, with this 
limitation however, that inhabitants to whom only a temporary 
re:,idence was allowed might also carry on Burgher trades during 
the time of their stay, while for the rest the principle was "that 
no person, excepting tho c who came hither hy authority of the 
higher boards in Holland, should he granted Bnrghcrship unless 
he had fully e,inced to have deserved it by his good conduct 
dming a re!-iclence of three years." 

This principle has been strictly okcr\'ed, and great caution was 
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at that time used in granting the right of Burghers to strangers, 
not only to individuals of nations at War, which was then the 
case with the English, but also to those who might eventually be 
engaged in War with the Batavian Ilepublic, so that I doubt 
whether the Memorialist, Villet, considered as a Frenchman, could 
have obtained from the Batavian Government anything further 
than the rights of inhabitant, for in an official correspondence 
between General Janssens and the Attorney General Beelaerts I 
find in a letter from the latter dated the lRth Odober 1803, the 
following passage: "I only conceive it necessary on this occasion 
to offer a general consideration whether with respect to foreigners 
(that is persons not boru in the Batavian Hepul.ilic or their 
Colonies) it would not be advisable to adopt as a rule, never to 
grant them the actual right of Burghers, but only the right of 
dwelling here, and carryiug on Burgher trades during a certain 
limited time of trial or till public notice to the contrary. The 
ground of this my opinion is that 011e cannot well say beforehand 
in what relative situation the Government here may eventually be 
brought with respect tc fureigners, by occurrences elsewhere, and 
therefore that the relative situation of a stranger once gTantetl the 
actual rights of Burghership, might prove incompatible with the 
interest of the Colony or of the mother country." 

To this the Governor answered in the following words: "It is a 
satisfaction to me to have the honor to inform you that we think 
exactly alike about granting residence and Hurghership." 

Although now, both from this correspondence as well as from 
the principle adopted by the Batavian Uovernrneut in granting 
the right of residence, it appears to follow that the obtaining of 
such right included that of currying on trade, in my humble 
opinion however it speaks for itself that the right of residence, as 
long as it is not succeeded by that of Burghcrship, remains of a 
precarious nature, and that tho right of residence can for many 
political reasons be withdrawn by the Govermueut, while the 
right of Burghership is so inseparably birnliug a man to the 
society that in the common cour:;e of things nothing else than 
crime can dissolve his connection with the same. 

From this we may, in my opinion, justly deduce that with 
respect to those who have only the right of residence UovernmenL 
is at liberty, us such is not <lone by the Colonial laws for as far 
as I know, to proscribe such limitation ,vith regard to the extent 
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of their establishments as may be deemed advisable for the general 
interest of the Colony with regard to temporary inhabitants. 

I allude to the present time now that this Colony has been 
finally ceded to His Britannic Majesty, and consequently all 
those who are Burghers of the Colony, from the moment they 
declare either by word or deed that they will remain here as such, 
arc, and unalterably continue to be British snbjccts. While the 
inhabitants ,vho have merely the right of residence, and who 
according to the letter of the principle adopted by the Batavian 
Government are still on trial, as long as they have not obtained 
the rights of Burghership cannot be considered as having abdicated 
their mother country and become subjects of Great Britain, in one 
word they are not anything else than foreigners having permission 
to remain among us, entitled only to temporary protection, and 
therefore only bound to temporary allegiance. 

This is with due submission my legal opinion with regard to 
the respective personal situations of Burghers and inhabitants in 
relation to this country, and it is on the grounds hereof that the 
5th Article of the Capitulation of the 10th January 1806 was 
proposed to the British Commanders, and by them agreed to, viz. 
"that the <listinction existing between Burghers and other inhabi­
tants shall be the same and remain uMer the same limitations as 
under the Dutch laws." 

i>roceeding now to answer the question mentioned in the 
latter ptu't of your letter, viz. what the law of this Colony is 
with respect to the admission of foreigners to remain as Burghers 
in the Colony, and to possess landed property, I am humbly of 
opinion that the existing law of the Colony, in which light I 
consi<ler the order of the Directors dated 5th December 1783, the 
Dutch Governor had not the power without the special consent of 
said Directors to grant foreigners the rights of Burghership. I 
consider the principle adopted under the Government of General 
J anssens as a deviation, committed through ignorance, of the 
existing law, and as the admission of foreigners as Burghers 
without special reasons might be prejudicial to the Colony anJ 
the mother country, I conceive that this deviation could in time 
yield just grounds of complaint for the Burghers of this 8ettle­
ment. 

I am therefore of opinion, according to the law now existing in 
this Colony with regard to the a<lmission of foreigners to Burgher-
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ship, that the request of Memorialist cannot be granted without 
the special consent of the Government in Englancl. What relates 
to the possessing of landed l_.)roperty by forei6'1lers having per­
mission to reside, there docs not exist here, for as far as I know, 
any law against it, wherefore it is that many foreigners hero 
possess landed property without being Burgher', but the nature of 
the case brings with it, as I have already stated, that ho who has 
only a precarious residence must be subject to such restrictions 
respecting the extent of his establishment as the public interest 
rec1uires, and as the Colony is now finally an :English settlement 
there does not in my opinion exist any reason wlty His Excellency 
should in tho least hesitate to adopt such provisional regulations 
as His Excellency in the spirit of the British adininistratiun 
may deem best adapted for the interests of the Colony. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) J. A. Ti:unm. 

rcopy.J 

Proclamation by LORD CHARLES SrnmHsKr. 

\Vhereas the Paper Money stamped and signed according to t110 

l'roclamation of the 17th ultimo, to the amount of Hds. 25,000, 
has been placed in the custody of .F. Dash wood, :Esq., His Majesty'i, 
1/eceiver General, in order to be exchanged fo1 an erptal sum of 
worn-out and defaced Money, which is also in the hands of said 
lteceiver General. 

And whereas Lancldrost an<l Heemraa(len of Stellenbosch have 
repaid to the Colonial Treasury, the sum of Three Thousand H<is., 
being the eleventh instalment of the sum of 7:i,000 ltds. which hal'! 
Leen created and advanceJ by the Hatavian Government in the 
year 1804 fol' the special purpose to repair the damages occasione1l 
by a fire in that Village, and which Money was to I.Jc repaid hy 
instalments of 3,000 lt<ls. per annum, and publicly <lestroyed, as 
directed by a Proclamation of the Governol' and Council of the 
:30th ,.ept. 1804. 
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Thc~c are therefore to require and direct, that D. Denyssen, 
Esq., His Majesty's Fiscal, R. Rogerson, Esq., Ass. Commissary 
Oeneral, together with two members of the Court of Justice, and 
two Members of the B11rgher Senate, to be appointed by the Court 
and Seri.a,;,e, •do m€et at tbe Office of Revenue, on W ednes<lay 
morning the 12th insfant, at 10 o'clock, and that they do then 
and. there reoo.ive from F. Dashwood, Esq., His Majesty's Receiver 
General, the abovementioned sums of 25,000 Rds. and of 3,000 
Reis., a.ad aftec examining the same, that they do in their presence 
in the CQurt-YM"d of the Castle, cause the same to be publicly 
burnt an<i destr@y.ed, and in case the examination of the several 
l'ieces of Money. which constitute the above sums of 25,000 and 
3,000 Rds. ean'lll.ot be concluded in one day, they are then and in 
that case to adjourn and proceed therein as shall appear best to 
them, but s~ as .ta finish and conclude in the shortest time posRible. 
Aud it is further directed, that the several Persons above-mentioned 
<lo sign two Certificates of their proceedings herein in the English 
.and DutcJ.i La1~uages, to be drawn up and prepared by Mr. S. V. 
Cloete, Clerk .in the Colonial Secretary's Office, (assisted by the 
Swom. Translator to the Government), under the direction of the 
Fiscal, one of which Certificates is to be delivered to F. Dash wood, 
Esq., :;i,s his cilischarge of the sum of 28,000 Rds. with which he 
now stands oo.arged to His Majesty, and the other is to be lodged 
in the Records of the Court of Justice by the Fiscal and the 
Members thereunto belonging, at the next meeting, after the 
.signing as above directed . 

.And His Majesty's :Fiscal is hereby also directed to require and 
demand of ili.e Court of Justice, within fourteen days after the 
lodging of su.ch Certificate above mentioned, that they do pass a 
J>ublic Act under their Hand, and Seal of the Court, certifying 
.aml declaring all their proceedings, which have been held and have 
taken pl.ace with regard to the stamping and signing of the several 
Pieces of Money as expressed in the Proclamation of the 17th 
ultimo, as also of the exchanging and destroying of worn-out and 
<lefaced Paper Money equivalent thereto, annexing to or including 
in such their Act, authentic Copies of the several Certificates 
lodged, as directed in tb.eir Hecords, which Public Act is to be 
presented to mo, to be disposed of in sucb. manner as I may 
think expedient for the satisfaclion of His Majesty in the 
J>rmnisos. 
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For all which this shall be to all concerneu a full and 11ufficicnt 
Warrant and Authority. 

God save the King! 

Given under my Hand and Seal at the Cape of Good Hope, this 
7th day of June, 1816. 

(, igned) C. II Som:RSET. 

[Copy.] 

Lellrr from the Colonial Au,ditors to the lords r'ommissimicr.<; 
of the Trca,s11ry. 

COLONIAL AUDIT OFFICE, 9th June 181". 

MY LORDS,-Having had access to the correspondence in the 
Office of the Secretary of State rolntive to the Accounts of the 
Cape of Goou Hope, and having communicated with Rir navicl 
Baird, Earl Caledon, anu Sir John Cradock, the late Governors of 
that Settlement upon the subject of its Colonial Accounts, it now 
becomes our duty, in obedience to the commands of your Lonlsl1ip, 
to report from what period in our opinion the exmnination hy us 
of those Accounts may most advantageously commence. 

It appears that the Cape of Good Hope surnmdered to His 
Majesty's Arms on the 10th ,January 180G, and that tho Govern­
ment of the Colony from that clay was vPstecl in Lieut. Oenera} 
Rir David Baird, who continued to administer it until tow:mls the 
latter end of that year, when he returned to England. 

Upon his Departure Lieut. Ceneral the Hon'blo II. Grey acted af! 
Governor until the 22nd May 1807, when Earl Calcilon arriveJ arnl 
assumed the Government. His Lonlship it appears conti11ne1l in 
the Colony until towards the close of 1811, when he was relieve1l 
by Sir John Cradock, who was succeeded about the beginning of 
1814, by the present Governor Lord Charles Somernet. 

Previous to our making any report to your Lor(lships upon the 
Accounts of the Cape of Good Hope, we (lceme(l it expedient to 
ascertain from the former Governors of that, Colony, who are at 
present in this Country, what instructions they had heen furnished 
with for the management of the Colonial accounts, and for their 
trnnsmi ·sion to England, what conrsp tlH•y l1a<l adopted for their 
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<lue examination and control, and whether any difficulty existed, 
in their opinion, to the Accounts of their respective Governments 
being now forwarded to this Country for the purpose of being 
audite<l by us. 

Sir David Baird has in reply acquainted us that he received no 
instructions with regard to the Accounts, and that he therefore 
acted according to the best of his judgment for the good of His 
Majesty's Service, nor was he directed to transmit them to Jingland; 
that he appointed Cap. ·wm. Munro Auditor, who had formerly 
acted in that capacity during General Dundas's command, and 
directed him generally to be guided by the rules laid down for him 
<luring !,hat period, and that he is not aware of any difficulty 
or objection to his Accounts being now forwarded for Audit here. 

Earl Caledon has stated to us that by the Ninth Article of the 
Instructions under the Royal Sign Manual he was empowered to 
issue public :Monies for all public Services and was directed to 
keep regular accounts of all Receipts and Payments, and that by 
the same article he was commanded to transmit half-yearly to 
England Copies of all such Receipts and Payments: His Lordship 
has further stated that the Colonial Accounts were examined and 
certified by the Colonial Auditor, a Cowr of whose Instructions he 
has transmitted to us, and !,hat he does not conceive there is any 
objection or difficulty to the .Accounts during the period that he 
administered the GoYcrnment, lJeing now forwarded to this Country 
for Audit. 

The replies which we have received from Sir John Cradock are 
to the same effect as those given by Earl Culedon, with the 
exception that he thinks the sole difliculty which would arise from 
the Colonial .Accounts heing now forwarded to this Country, is 
their Leing made up with one set of Vouchers only. 

In addition to the information whic:h we obtained from the late 
Governors, we thought it necessary to call hefore us Major \V. 
Uunro, tho O!fteer rncutiorw<l hy Sir ])avid Baird, and who had 
acted ns Auditor Ctencral at the C'apo of (food Hope for many 
Years. We questioned him upon the mode of auditing the 
Accounts of the Revenue and Expenditure, and the different Uhecks 
established for their <lue examination and control, and from the 
result of our conference with him, we arc inclined to believe that 
<'onsi<lcrable atleution was paid upon this suhjcet. He alRo 
inf'orme<l us tliat all thP ,\ccou11t:; with tltP1r Vourhers arc ma<le 
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np in one set only, an<l. arc lo<l.ge<l. in the Secretary's Office at tl1P. 

Cape of Good Hope. 
This we imagine has proceeded from the tenns of the !lth Article 

of the Iloyal Instructions which states thai attested Copies of the 
Accounts are to be sent to England, but no mention is made of 
vouchers; the Governors appear to have acted upon the suppo~ition 
that by this direction the trnnsmission of vouchers was not 
required, and they <lo not appear to have recciNd any further 
instructions. 

They have all forwarded. to the Secretary of State from time to 

ht to 28 Apl. 1807. 
1st Jany. to 31st 
Angst. 1811. The 
Accounts of a sub­
sequent date to 3lb\ 
August 1812 have 
not been received at 
this Office. 

time the Accounts of the Hecciver General 
of the Colony, with the e.·ccption of sonrn 
deficiencies stated in the l\1ar,6in. 

Upon an inspection of these Accounts they 
appear to contain the whole receipt of the 
Colony and also the gross Disbursements, but 
these latter are not sufficiently detailed t() 
admit of our ascertaining the amount pai1l 

to the different Civil 01Iicers of ihe Government, and are in some 
instances merely advances to the Uivil Paymaster General for the 
payment of the Civil Estaulishment, and the subsistence of the 
Cape Regiment. 

An examination therefore hy us of the .Accounts which havo 
heen transmitted to this <.:ountry woul<l not be prouuctive of any 
utility, from the nature of tho Accounts themselves, and from tho 
deficiencies in them, which we have above reported. lL will 1.Je 
consequently necessary if your Lordship should deeide that the 
Colonial Accounts of the Cape of Good Hope arc to be examined iu 
this Office from the period of the Capture of the C:olouy, that 
directions should. be imme<liately given for the t.ransmi. sion to this 
Country of a re«ular series not only of the Accounts of the 
Receiver General, but of those of the Civil l'aymaster General, 
together with the Vouchers in support of both. 

Ifaviug however given the whole suuject the most attentive 
consideration, we arc fearful that our entering at this p<•rio<l into 
an examination of the arrears of the Cape Aceounts, previous to 
the Administration of the present Governor, will be aLternle<l with 
more delay and expence than can he compensated hy any advautage 
that will probably result from sueh an examination. 

The Accounts, us we have already slalc<l to yuur Lordships, arc 
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made up with single Vouchers only, it will not therefore be 
prudent to direct them to be sent from the Colony, without 
authenticated Copies thereof being kept in the settlement : the 
preparation of these papers involving a period of nearly two years, 
will occasion considerable delay and must be productive of great 
expence. 

We have reason to believe that the Accounts with all their 
Vouchers down to the close of the Administration of Sir John 
Cradock, have been already subjected to the examination of the 
Local Auditor, acting under detailed Instructions from the Governor. 

We therefore are of opinion on considering that one of the 
Governors was not furnished with any directions relative to the 
Colonial Accounts, and that the others acted under Instructions 
which in a great degree left to their own discretion the manage­
ment and Control of those Accounts, that any further examination 
by us of the arrears would occupy a considerable portion of that 
time which we conceive might be more advantageously employed 
in watching over and checking the current Receipt and Expenditure. 

Under this conviction, we recommend to your Lordships, t1at 
our examination of the Accounts of the Cape of Good Hope should 
commence with the Government of ..Lord Charles Somerset the 
present Governor, who took charge of the Colony on the 7th of 
April 1814, and we suggest the expediency of directions being 
immediately conveyed to him through the Secretary of State, to 
transmit to this Office the Colonial Accounts with all the Vouchers 
for the expenditure from the day of his assuming the Government 
until the close of the present year, made up according to the 
Regulations now established in the Colony; and that from the 1st 
January 181G he should be directed to conform in the strictest 
manner to the instructions to be transmitted by your Lordships for 
his guidance, a draft of which we take leave to submit for the 
consideration of Your Lordships. 

Connected with the Finances of the Cape of Good Hope, are the 
Accounts of the Districts, into which the Colony is divided. 

These accounts contain as we have been informed the Receipt 
and Expenditure of certain Assessments or Taxes levied upon the 
Inhabitants by the Landdrost or Magistrate, who appropriates them 
to the incidental expenses of his District. It appears however 
from the conference which we have had with Sir John Cradock 
that no examination or audit of these Accounts took place by the 

XI. l{ 
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Auditor or any officer appointed for that purpose by the Governor, 
until the latter part of his administration, when he directed them 
to be submitted to the Inspection of a Committee whose Report 
had not been received at the period of Sir John Cradock's quitting 
the settlement. They appear to have been subjected to the 
examination of the Landdrosts only, who finally passed them 
without any reference to the local Government. 

That these Accounts should be examined under the immediate 
direction of the Governor, appears to us to be highly expedient, 
for unless this control over them is established, the power of 
raising money from the Inhabitants and the appropriation of it 
are left to Individuals who become the sole judges of the propriety 
of the expenditure, and of the correctness with which it is accounted 
for, without the Government of the Colony having an opportunity 
of deciding upon either. 

We therefore take leave to suggest to your Lordships the 
expediency of instructions being sent to the Governor of the Cape 
of Good Hope, directing him to cause the accounts of the several 
Districts to be examined by the Auditor under regulations to be 
established by the local Government, and further directing the 
Governor to report the nature of the different Taxes or Assessments 
now raised by the Landdrosts. 

The principl11s of the regulations for the guidance of the Colonial 
Auditor we submit should be, that no Assessment or tax should 
be levied by the Landdrost until it had been previously submitted 
to and had been approved of by the Governor, that no appropria­
tion thereof should be admitted without a similar reference and 
approval, and that the detailed Accounts with all the Vouchers 
should be transmitted to the Colonial Government for the purpose 
of being examined and audited by the local Auditor. 

These Regulations we suggest should be transmitted to the 
, ecretary of State in order to their being submitted to His Royal 
Highness The Prince Regent, and the Accounts of the Districts 
after having been passed by the Auditor, we recommend should 
l.,e forwarded to this Office, for final examination and Audit. 

We have &c. 

(Signed) CLEM. M. EDWARDS, 

E. H. Lusm aro. , 
ED.lUND BY ·a. 
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Letter frorn the REVEREND DR. WERNINCK to 

HENRY G0ULBURN, ESQRE. 
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5 OAll1BERWELL GROVE, 13 June 1816. 

Sm,-I beg leave to inform you that two respectable Gentlemen, 
The Revd. Messrs. Mol and Spyker, who have just taken holy 
orders at the University of Utrecht in Holland, have expressed an 
inclination to proceed to the Cape of Good Hope and enter upon 
any vacant living in that Colony, the former being a native of 
that Settlement. They can produce the best and most satisfactory 
testimonials respecting their abilities and moral conduct, of which 
I have been assured by the Revd. Dr. I. Heringa, one of the 
Professors in Divinity at Utrecht. In consequence of which I 
take the liberty of requesting that you will have the goodness to 
propose them to the Earl of Bathurst for their appointment in the 
same way as the Revd. Mr. Berrange last year, as I understand 
that there are still three or four vacancies in the interior of the 
Cape, the inhabitants of which are very anxious to have properly 
Qualified Dutch Clergymen. I hav~ &c. 

(Signed) I. WERNINCK, D.D., 
Minister of the Dutch Church of London. 

rorigiual.} 

Letter f1·om the REVEREND DR. WERNINCK to 
HENRY G0ULBURN, ESQRE. 

5 OAll1BERWELL GROVE, 15 June 1816, 

Srn,-In answer to your favor of yesterday, I beg leave to reply, 
that according to the last letters I received from the Revd. C. 
Fleck and the Revd. J. C. Berrange, Ministers at Cape Town and 
Zwellendam, tile following Livings in the interior of the Cape of 
Good Hope were still vacant, viz. Roodezand, Graaff-Reynet, and 
Uitenhagen, and that the Revd. Mr. Serrurier, Senior Minister at 
Cape Town, on account of old age has been found incapablr. of 
doing duty, and obtained leave to retire salvo honore et stipendio. 

K 2 
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In consequence of which and being assured by your letter that 
Earl Bathurst will recommend the appointment of the Itevd .. 
Cornelis Mol and the Itevd. J. Spyker to any livings which may 
on their arrival prove vacant, I shall write to these genLlemen, 
that they may make themselves ready to proceed to the Cape, not 
doubting but the rnme arrangements will take place with them as 
with Mr. Berrange respecting their Salary and voyage to the Cape. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) I. WER~INCK. 

[Original.] 

Letter from, REAR ADMIRAL MALCOLM to J. W. CROKER, ESQRE. 

Newcastle AT ST, II ELENA, 17th J unr 1816. 

Srn,-I have the honor to report to you, for the information of 
the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, my arrival in the 
Neu·castlc at St. Helena this <lay, in company with the Orantes, and 
that I shall assume the command assigned to me the moment 
Rear .Admiral Sir George Cockburn resigns it. I have &c. 

(Signed) PULT. MALCOLM. 

[Office Copy.] 

Lettrr fro1n LORD B.\TIIURST to LORD CHARLES so~rnRRET. 

DOWNING HTREET, l!)th ,lune 181(). 

MY LoRD,-An application having been made to me in favour of 
the Revd. Cornelius Mol and the Uevd. J. Spyker, two Clergymen 
of the Dutch Church who are desirous of entering upon their 
pastoral functions at the Cape of Good Hop,\ and it having been 
represented that several Livings are now vacant in the Interior of 
the new Colony, I beg to acquaint Your Lordship that I have 
recommended these Gentlemen to repair to the Cape, and have 
informed them that upon their Arrival they will be nominated to 
such Livings as may happen to be vacant. I therefore beg l •ave 
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to iutro<luce these Gentlemen to Your Lordship's protection, awl 
1 have to request that Your Lordship will be pleased to provide 
for them whenever you moy have an Opportunity to do so. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

L Original.] 

Letter from, LORD CII.\RLE • u)n:mmT to EARL TIATIIURST. 

CAPE OF Goon IIorE, 10th June 1 lG. 

:MY L01m,-I beg leave to transmit to your Lordship herewith 
the Receiver General's Accounts for the months of January, 
:February, and 1fal'ch 181G, and have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HE~RY SOMERSET. 

[Office Copy.] 

LitlCI' jl'oni LoRU I3ATIIUR,;T to Lonn 'II.\.RLES ► '0)1ER ET. 

Dow.TSO Srnu;T, 2·11h June 1816. 

1Y Lmrn,-In conscqu •nee of the irnportance which is ·tatP<l 
i u Your llispatch No. 5~ of the 1 ~th of 2\Ian·h la~t to lie attache(l 
to the c11tirn po e ion lJy the Colonial <lovernmenl of th!} 

l\uiltling l1ilherto ocenpil'(l liy the NaYal l leparime11t at Cape 
Town, 1 was intlueed to recomlllell(l to tlie Lon ls Cun1111is-sion •rs 
of the A1lmirally that the samo Ahoultl L' pla('erl m1conditio11ally 
aL your l)i. pmial, and l now heg to npprize Your Lonl~hip that 
the Lords 'om mission •rs have , o far a"ree1l to thi: Arr,uwement 
that unless any prcssin" pulilic Em •rgency Hhonl1l occur to re1Hler 
the ltestitution of these l 1remiSl' • 11cc •R~ary, nu futme Applieation 
tu that elfoct will Lo made Ly their Lordships. 1 have &c. 

(Signed) BATlllJR:;1'. 
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[Original.] 

Letter fron1, LoRD CHARLES SOMERSET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE OF Goon IloPE, 25th JuM 181G. 

MY LORD,-! had the honor on the 21st May last to address 
your Lordship on the high and increasing rate of exchange which 
Bills upon England bear against the paper currency of this 
place and to call your Lordship's attention to the direct and 
collateral circumstances which have appeared to me to occasion 
that high rate, with the view of obtaining your Lordship's sanction 
and support of a measure I had adopted for the prevention of a 
system of jobbing which has proved extremely ruinous to all 
those whose incomes are receivable in the currency in question, 
and which now presses so hard upon the Colonial finance as to 
make me extremely apprehensive that the receipts of this 
Treasury may turn out to be inadequate to a very limited and 
economical expenditure. 

Since the period of the letter I have alluded to, tho Assistant 
Commissary General has had occasion to negotiate bills to the 
amount of about £12,000 only, and pursuant to the orders I had 
given he ~ave notice that the bills would only be made payable 
to some person or firm in England. The tenders he received have 
amounted to £35,539, from which the whole of the sum required 
was obtained at different rates of exchange from 101 per cent 
premium to 95, with the exception of about £502. Tho next 
con1pelilion for £2-!5 of tho 502 was the J ow broker against whom 
the measure was <lirectcd, and he refusing to comply with tho 
terms upon which the tenders were calle<l for, viz. those of naming 
a person or firm in England to whom the bills should be made 
payable, I have directed the Assistant Commissary to pass over 
to the next tenderer, so that the sum of £245 will be obtainr.<l at 
a fraction more than 94:i per cent premium. The difference of 
receipt in this instance is therefore so trifling as not to be worth 
noticing, but as it may be made the subject of representation, anrl 
as the measure itself, not fully considere<l in all its bearing upon 
the property of the Colonists and the expenditure of the public 
funrls might in a clerical point of view appear of questionable 
rolicy, I earnestly call upon our Lordship to give it a more than 
ordinary consideraliun. 
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The effect of the small bill for £245 falling into the hands of 
the broker alluded to would have been this, that he would have 
negotiated it here at a considerable advance upon the highest 
premium obtained at the last bidding; (viz. 101 per cent), his 
procuring such an advance would then fix the price of bills at 
that rise between this period and that of the next bidding for 
Government bills, and thus cause an increased depreciation of a 
very depreciated circulating medium. This would have been the 
more to be lamented from the prospect there is of the bills for 
specie again falling into this person's hands, in consequence of the 
measures I bad taken to secure an adequate sum in the Pay­
master General's possession to render his chest inde11endent of the 
manceuvres of Jobbers, not having met with the sanction of the 
Commissariat at home, who have directed that no Spanish dollars 
shall be purchased so long as any number remains in the Pay­
master General's possession, which will render it incumbent upon 
the Assistant Commissary to purchase at any price when the 
funds alluded to shall be exhausted, and it is known that such 
is now nearly the case, I am informed that this broker hus 
prepared to exact the highest rate, for the absolute necessity we 
shall be under of drawing largely in ~change for Spanish dollars 
to defray the subsistence of the Troops, and it may be apprehended 
therefrom that these dollars which I had lowered from 7 / to 4/-!½ 
(the tenders of yesterday) will obtain their former excessive price. 

Your Lordship will feel the imperative duty by which I am 
called, at a heavy responsibility perhaps, to use my best exertions 
for the protection of the property of the _Colonists entrusted to my 
charge. You will see the anxiety under which I lal.Jour to prevent 
a necessity of calling upon the British Treasury for aid toward& 
our ordinary expenditure, and thus should even the measure foil 
of ultimate approvttl, I trm;t I shall be exonerated from any 
censure of the steps I have provisionally taken. 

The su l>ject of the paper currency of this Colony is wortJ1y of 
your Lordship's serious attention, us your Lordship must be well 
aware that the Colonists must suffer extremely from the immense 
tleprecialion of the only representative of their p1operty, the value 
of which they undcrstanu to have uecn guaranteed to them at the 
capitulation, and I am induced to press it particularly upon your 
Lordship at the present moment, at1 I have reason to conjecture 
that the apprehen~ion of the ,Jew broker whom l have bd'ore, 
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alluded to entertains that his jobbing will be checked by the 
measure I have adopted, will induce him to attempt to mislead 
the Commissariat Department at home, by a plausible though 
unfair representation of the facts. I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES IlE!-iRY SOMERSET. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter jtom LORD BATHURST to LORD CIIARLES S0)1ERSET, 

DOWNING STREET, 26th June 1816. 

MY LonD,-Mcssrs. Mund ancl Maire, the Gentlemen alluded to 
in my Dispatch of the 24th of March last, as having received the 
Permission of His Majesty's Government to visit the Cape of 
Good Hope and the Island of St. Helena upon botanical Pursuits, 
will have the honour of delivering this Letter to your Lordship, 
and I beg to recommend these Gentlemen to your Protection and 
Attention and to request that you will afford them every facility 
in your power to promote the object of their Scientifick Ro­
searches. 

Upon the Arrival of Messrs. Mund and l\fai.re at the Cape, awl 
while they are engaged in their Pursuits in that Colony, I have 
to request Your Loru.ship will be pleased to apprize Sir Hudson 
Lowe of their Wish to visit St. Helena, and that you will 
endeavour to secure for Lhem proper Means of Conveyance to 
that IslnnJ. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from LORD DATITURST to LORD 'IIARJ.r:s 8O)\IRSET. 

COLONIAL O~'FIOE, 2!llh June 1816. 

MY DEAR LonD,-1 beg to transmit to your Lonlfihip the 
accompanying Papers relating to certain Transactions which are 
stated to have taken place in the Colony under Your Govern­
ment involving the Tntere ts of the Black Population at the Cape, 
and I request your Lordship will privately take ~ieasures for 
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investigating the Truth of the Circumstances which have been 
siated to me. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATlIURST. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from LORD BATHURST to Lo1m CIIARLES SOMERSET, 

DOWNING STREET, June 29th 181G. 

MY LORD,-I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
your Lordship's Letter of the 26th March last, stating that on 
the Resignation of Major General Baird, You had appointed 
Colonel Graham to be Commandant at Simon's Town; and I 
beg to convey to you my Approbation of this Appointment. 

With regard to the other point adverted to in your Lordship's 
Letter, You must be aware that it will depend on the Decision of 
R.RH. the Commander in Chief to fill up the vacancy which has 
occurred on the Staff of the Cape. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

[Original.] 

Letter from LORD CIIARLES SOl\lERSET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE OF Gooo lIOPE, June 29th 181G. 

MY LOim,-From the reports of the debates in Parliament 
relative to the distribution of the Army in the Colonies on the 
l>eace }:stablishment I gather that the Force destined for this 
Settlement is not to exceed 3000 men. 

In a dispatch which I had the honor to address to your Lord­
ship on the Hlth of June 1815 I took the liberty of pointing out 
the eligibility of this Rettlement as a military station from its 
vicinity to India. .An advantage also of three half pence per day 
on each soldier stationed here accrues to Government in the issue 
of the daily rations. 

In troubling your Lordship at the prc,;ent moment, it is not 
my purpose however to advert to any of those causes to induce 
your Lordehip to recommend thnt out of the ·Forces ,Icsti11ed 
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for the Colonies no smaller number than that at present em­
ployed here should be allotted to the defence of this Settlement. 

I feel it my duty to place before your Lordship the present 
distribution of the Troops on this Station, and it will not I am 
persuaded require a Military eye to perceive that the present force 
cannot safely be diminished. 

The statement I have the honor to enclose will point out to 
your Lordship that without a single extra service the present 
duties and reliefs occupy a force of 4032 rank and file. It may 
not be unworthy of your Lordship's notice in considering the 
eligibility of this Settlement as a military station as far as regards 
the health of the Soldier, that out of an aggregate of 4331 Men 
(which number includes non-commissioned officers, drummers, 
&c.) the deaths between the 25th of December last and the 24th 
of March were only five. I have, &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SOMERSET. 

[Office Copy.] 

Lette1· from LoRD BATHURST to LORD CHARLES So:MERSET. 

DOWNING STREET, 4.th July 1816. 

MY L0RD,-I have to acquaint you that it is not the intention 
of His Majesty's Government to appoint any Person to succeed 
to the Office of Vendue Master at the Cape which became vacant 
upon the Resignation of Mr. Fagel in tho year 1814. Your Lord­
ship will therefore upon the Receipt of this Dispatch take such 
Measures as you may judge most advisable for the future Regu­
lation of V endue Sales in order that the Profits on such Sales 
which have heretofore been assigned to the Vendue Master may 
be carried to the Colonial Treasury, and Your Lordship will 
decide whether such an object can be best effected by the im­
position of a per Centage or by Licenses granted to the Individuals 
desirous of engaging in that Busines3. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATllURS'l'. 
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[Office Copy.] 

Letter fr01n LORD BATHURST to LORD CHARLES SOl\fERSET. 

DOWNING STREET, 4th July 181G. 

MY LORD,-I have to acquaint Your Lorclship, with reference 
to the Instructions conveyed to you in my Dispatch No. 46 of the 
9th of February, that it no longer appears nece:;;sary to enforce 
that part of the Instruction which directed you to detain at the 
Cape of Good Hope, until Instructions could be received from 
hence, such of the Followers of General Bonaparte as might 
apply to you for the necessary Means of returning to Europe. 
You will therefore consider yourself authorized to afford to snch 
persons the necessary Conveyance to Europe and Subsistence 
during the Voyage, taking care however that they proceed in no 
other than a British Ship direct to some Port in Great Britain, 
and giving them distinctly to understand that Permission to 
reside or even to land in Great Britain must depend upon 
Circumstances, to be determined at the Date of their Arrival. 
In the event of their Refusal to accept the Passage provided for 
them, under these Conditions, you will consider yourself author­
ized to withdraw from them the Allowances which under the 
Circumstances of a Reference to this Country, you are in my 
former Dispatch instructed to make to them. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

l).S. You will at all Times consider yourself authorized to send 
the I>orsons in question from the Settlement under your Govern­
ment should their Conduct be such as to induce you to deem 
their further Residence at the Capo inconvenient or dangerous. 

[Copy.] 

Procla nwtion by Lo1m CHARLES So~lEHSE'I'. 

Concerning the creation of now to replace worn out paper 
money. 

21,;//; ,fu/y 181U, 
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lUupy.] 

Letter Jrorn REAR AD111IR-\L MALCOL:>ii to LORD 
CHARLES SO]\IEHSET. 

ST. HELENA, 318t July 1816. 
MY LORD,-Having received orders to detach a force imme­

diately to take possession of the small Island called Tristan 
<l'Acunha under the circumstances therein pointed out, and con­
sulted with Sir Hudson Lowe on the expediency of furnishing a 
Garrison from hence for it, as well ae concurred with him in 
opinion that it should be provided from the Cape of Good Hope, 
for reasons which he had stated to Government and to your 
Lordship, I have the honour to acquaint your Lordship that I 
have, in the mean time, in order that no delay may arise in 
carrying the above instructions into execution, directed Captain 
Festing of His Majesty's Ship Falmouth to proceed forthwith to 
that Island and take possession of it, with orders to leave an 
Officer and a party of men belonging to that ship to Uarrison it, 
until a detachment of Troops can be sent from the Cape of Good 
Hope to relieve them, whither I have instructed him to proceed 
for the purpose of delivering this letter, and also one frozn 8ir 
Hudson Lowe, to your Lordship, and of affording you every infor­
mation in his power respecting that Island, and the probalile force 
that will be requirccl to maintain possession of it ; as well as of 
embarking the Garrison, and everything your Lordship may deem 
necessary to accompany it, on board that ship, for conveyance to 
Tristan cl'Acunha, the moment your Lordship may give tho 
necessary orders thereon, which I rcrprnst you will be pleased 
to do as soon as it may he convenient, as r am much in want of 
the services of the Falrno/lth. 

I enclose, for your Lorclship's forth 'r information, a copy of the 
orders which I have given Captain Fcstiug to deliver to the 
officer he will leave in charge of the party at TriHtan d'Acunha 
until the arrival of the Garrison, which are Rimilar to those given 
to the Na val Officer commanding on the Island of Ascension, and 
which have been approved of by Government. 

It is my intention to leave this Islancl for the Cape of Good 
llope about the beginning of September. I have &c. 

(Signed) J)ULTY. MALCOLM, ('ommaiidcr in 'hit'!: 
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[Original.] 

Letter f ro1n Lorm Cu.\.RLES SOMERSET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE Ot' GOOD HOPE, lat .Avgust 1816. 

MY LORD,-I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt per 
Porlar,IJU,~ of your Lordship's Dispatch No. 5~ (29th :March 1816) 
communicating to me the commands of His Royal Highness 
The Prince Regent to give the earliest and most serious attention 
to the adoption of every measure which may tend to lessen 
the Public Expenditure or improve the Public Revenue in the 
Colony entrusted to my Administration. 

I beg to assure Your Lordship, that my most strenuous exertions 
shall be forthwith directed to these necessary points, and I shall 
not fail to transmit to your Lordship at a very early period a full 
report upon the important subjects of Your Lordship's communi­
cation in the manner therein pointed out. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SOMERSET. 

[Original.] 

Letter fro,n LORD CHARLES So:r.rnRSET to HENRY 
GOULBURN, ESQRE. 

CAPE OF GooD IIOPE, August 3rd 181 G, 

MY DEAR Mn. GouLBURN,-I am induced to trouble you in 
consequence of our last arrival from England having amongst 
other Newspapers brought the J'inics of the 24th of April, in 
which there is a most contemptible squib against the civil officers 
of this Government. It would be much too contemptible to notice, 
di<l. not the Senators of the present day demean themselves 
hy taking their arguments in the House from the lowest of 
the Newspaper Hevilings. 

The paragraph alln<l.ed to attempts to he extremely witty on 
the ofllce of Wine Ta. tcr and Deputy ·wine Taster, and Organist 
and Deputy Organist. In case this wit should be attempted in the 
House of Commons I jm,t beg leave to say that the Wine Taster's 
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office is one of the greatest importance to the interests of the 
Settlement, as he ought to prevent any bad wine being exported, 
the Deputy (as the Times calls him) is the Gauger of casks, and is 
the Arbitrator between the Wine Grower and Merchant, and 
is of equal importance with his superior. The salaries of the two 
amount to 4,500 Rixdollars. 

The fees of the office created by these appointments (which arc 
all carried to the public account) amounted last year (and will be 
much more) to 5.600 Rixdollars, so that the Revenue would lose 
1,100 Rixdollars per annum were these offices (according to the 
wish of the patriotic Times) abolished. There are two Dutch 
churches here with organs and two organists: one has £10 per 
annum and the other £5 per annum. 

You will I hope forgive my troubling you on this subject, but 
sometimes the exposing the nothingness of these petty imaginary 
grievances has a greater effect than more important statements. 

Believe me &c. 

(Signed) CIIARLES HENRY SOMERSET. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from LORD BATIIURST to LORD CHARLES Sm,rnRSET. 

DowNING STREET, Gth Auguat 181G, 

Mv LORD,-In consequence of the Representations made by the 
Revel. Dr. Jones, <luring the time that Ile was on Leave of Absence 
from the Cape of Good Hope, of the inadequacy of the Salary of 
the Colonial Chaplain, He was informed that hi Salary would be 
encreased to the Sum of £700 per Annum, and that a Portion of 
Glebe Land wo11ld be assigned for the Use of the resident lergy­
man. As by some Inadvertency no Instructions to this effect 
were transmitted to Your Lordship when this Arrangement was 
made, I now have the honour of adtlressing you on the Subject, 
and of requesting that Dr. Jones may be allowed to draw his 
Salary at the encreased Rate from the Date of his Embarkation to 
return to the Colony, and that Your Lordship will mak an Allot­
ment of such a portion of Land as Glebe as you may consi(ler the 
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resident Clergyman to be equal to the Management of, consistently 
with his Clerical Duties. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

[Original.] 

Letter from LORD CHARLES SOMERSET to EARL BATIIURST. 

CAPE OF Goon HoPr., 15th August 1816, 

MY Lo1m,-In compliance with your Lordship's directions as 
expressed in your dispatch No. 24: dated 14th December 1814, 
I took steps to ac;certain what the lands were to which the Baron 
van IIogendorp laid claim, and having found that a spot at Houts 
Day had been reserved by the Batavian Government for the 
Baron, which spot my predecessors in this Government had 
declined alienating in consequence of the knowledge they had of 
the Baron's pretensions, I directed the Government surveyor to 
proceed with the Baron's agent to fix the necessary landmarks 
and make the regular survey of the lan.ds; the grants in conse­
quence would have long since been made out and this affair 
have been terminated, had not certain pressing business in the 
interior of a public nature necessitated the absence of Mr. Beelaerts 
van Blokland (The Baron's Agent) in the remotest district of the 
Settlement. 

Upon his return it appears he received a communication from 
Mr. Van Hogendorp, stating that it was not only the lands 
at Houts Day to which he laid claim, but that his pretensions 
extended to lands at Plettenberg's Bay, and also to several tracts 
s:tuaLo<l in the Autoniqua land (now George's Drostdy). 

The enclosed copy of Mr. Beelacrts' representations on this head 
(No. 1) will put your Lordship in possession of the extent of these 
prewnsions, but I beg to add that the Batavian Government here, 
who antecedently had had tho examination of the speculations of 
Mr. Van Hogendorp by no means entered into his views, and 
after mueh delay and deliberation, it luul been decided as your 
Lordship will ouserve from the perusal of the accompanying 
translations of extracts from the public records of the Batavian 
'ouncil (No. 2) to grant to 1.he Baron the lands at Houts Bay 
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before alluded to, in lieu of what he had before applied for. 
Thus circumstanced the lands at Plettenberg's bay and in the 
Auteniqua land were considered to be waste lands without en­
cumbrance, and as such have been, in great part, alienated, and 
it would cause much confusion and great injustice in many 
instances to interfere with what has been arrangetl in the Ante­
niqua Vmd during the last ten years. It is in this place, and 
adjoining some of the lands applied for by the Baron, that Lord 
Ualetlon fL,ced the seat of a new Magistracy, antl a small town 
is rapidly rising there into importance, it being conveniently 
situated between Mossel and Plettenberg's bays. 

The grants solicited by the Baron at Plettenberg's bay are 
by no means valuable, were it not for the timber with which that 
coast abounds; indeed this Colony has little timber of its own 
except what is brought from thence, and it is the only part where 
ship timber is procurable, and though this latter is not in great 
quantity, yet its size and quality render it very valuable, and 
I could not, consistent wilh the duty I owe to the public, recom­
mend to your Lordship to alienate any part of these public forests. 

The ground which had been selected for the Baron Van Hogen­
dorp at Houts Bay, though not very extensive, is e.·tremely rich 
and well watered, and is certainly the most valuable spot of this 
(the Cape) district. 

I shall hope to receive your Lordship's early commands on this 
head, and have &c. 

(Signed) CIIARLES IlENRY SOMERSET. 

[Enclosure 1 in the above.] 

Extract froni the Records held by the Gorcmor and Go1111cil at the 
Cape of Good Hope on Wcdnesduy, the 15th of Aug11st 1804. 

The Governor and Commander in hi.cf exhibiting to the 
Council a Memorial presented to Him by l<'redrik von Houchen­
roder stated that pur uant to the prayer thereof He hacl required 
the Agents of said Mr. G. K. van Hogendorp (h •ing :Mr. O. 
Bcelaerts van Blokland n.nd IL A. Vermn.ak) in order to com­
municate to them and to said 'Fredrik von Bouchenrod r, in 
pre cnce of the Council the result of the Inspection, which, 
by virtue of a resolution of this Court of the 18th of ,January la,;L, 
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had been taken by the Landdrost of Zwellendam, Mr. A. A. Faure, 
and the Sworn Land Surveyor Mr. 1Verninck, of Lands disposable 
at the Outeniqualand, Plettenberg's Bay, and Vlees Bay; and 
further in order, after having heard their interests on the subject, 
to decide in such manner upon the Memorial presented to the 
Council on the said 18th of January for the grant of Land as may 
be judged most reasonable. 

The said Mr. Van Hogendorp's Agents together with the above­
mentioned J!'. von Bouchenroder having hereupon appeared before 
the Council, and a statement, descriptive of the lauds, which 
were still grantable and at the disposal of Government, at the 
Outeniqualand, Mossel Bay, Plettenberg's Bay, and Vlees Bay, 
having been laid open to them by the Governor and Commander 
in Chief, it clearly appeared therefrom, that not only but small 
spot.c, of land, very inadequate to the views of Mr. Van Hogendorp, 
could be found in tho e Districts, yet that moreover the difficulty 
and danger of protecting the adjacent Bays in that quarter would 
lead to enormous expences, and be of no benefit to the projected 
Colonization. And as the Agents of Mr. Van Hogeudorp, as well 
as said F. von Bouchenroder made no hesitation in admitting 
thereof the Council proposed to them, that whereas a compliance 
with their petilion of the 18th January relative to the cession of 
Lands in the Districts abovementioned would by no means answer 
the intention of their principal, but on the contrary bring them 
unller the necessity of purchasincr more Land and consequently be 
less ad viseable for the interests of Mr. Yan Hogendorp, to occupy 
in the meantime such Lands which, without great expense of 
Carriage and without the least danger, they could immediately 
commence to cultivate, and where also the l'eople sent out here 
might, without any longer delay, be employed. Offering for this 
purpose to cede to them such portion of Land, of a very fertile 
nature, at the Hout Bay, as they ran prove to ho able to encom­
pass with their present means; leaving it neverthele:,s to the 
l'etitioners, should they know of any proferable tract of Oron1ul 
annexecl thereto, to point it out, auc.l. assuring them that the 
Governor and Council will be always willing, in addition to what 
has been primitively promised to the Petitioners, to grant Lo 
Mr. Van HogPnclorp, subject to the necessary conditions, any 
Lands which arc not yet disposed of, or used for any Government 
or other lawful purposes, in as far as hi:, Agents and said F. vou 

XI. L 
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Tiouchenroner shn.11 be able to make such use thereof, as intended 
by their principal. 

This offer however not having been positively accepted hy the 
Petitioners on account of their supposing the main ohject of their 
Principal to be to colonize at a distance from the Capital, it was 
hereupon agreed, to convert the same into a Resolution of the 
Council, and to grant to the Petitioners an Extract thereof, in 
order to serve as a Heply to their Memorial of the 18th of January 
last, with further desire to the parties to send in their determina­
tion in Scriptis to the Governor and Council, Ordering arnl 
directing the Inspector of Lands and \V oods and the Inspector of 
Public Buildings in the meantime to ascertain as soon as possible 
the Lands at the Hout Bay, which by resolution of the 2nd 
of May last has been required of them, in order that the necessary 
tract of Ground, should the Petitionera wish it, may be forthwith 
pointed out to them. 

[Enclosure 2 in the above.] 

Extract from the Records held by the Governor and Council at the 
Cape of Good Hope on Wednesday the 14 of ovember 1804. 

At the ordinary meeting of the 14th of September, a Memorial 
was presented by Mr. U. Beelaarts van Blokland, and II. A. Ver­
maak (in their capacity as agents to 1\1r. 0. K. van llogendorp) 
and :Fredrik von Bouchenroder, of the following tenor : 

}'. I. 

The Governor and Commarnler in Chief having on the aforesaid 
day, taken over this Memorial, in order to give his opinion in 
writing upon the suhject thereof as well as upon the prayer of the 
Petitioners, and to offer it to the considemtion of the Council ' handed over the following document on tho l!Jth ScpternLer. 

}'. I. 

Which paper having on the said 19th of September, been put hy 
for discussion, was this clay together with the Memorial of the 
l>etitioners, again laid before the Council and sulnniLted to iLs 
consideration, when, after mature deliberation of all the circum­
stances, in any ways relating to the l'etitioner's pray(!r, it was 
taken into consideration, as had already been declared in the 
He olution of the 18th of January last, that the Governor and 

1 
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Council, not merely from a sense of their duty to comply with the 
desire manifested by the , upreme Government of the Batavian 
Hepulllic, but also from a sincere wish of promoting the interests of 
tho Colony, were inclined, in every re pect to support the endeavours 
of the l>etitioners in that regard, for as far as they did prove to have 
no injurious tendency to the properties or other privileges of the 
actual Colonists of this :--ettlemont; that from this principle there­
fore no <lifliculty was made in promising by the said Hesolution of 
the 18 January, to the Petitioners, in their aforesaid capacity, such 
portions of Uovernment land at the Outeniqua Land, Plettenberg's 
Bay, and Ylees Bay, as might be of any use to their purpose ; that 
at that time however a resolution was also taken, in onler to 
prevent all disputes and confusion, not to grant any particular 
tract of ground in those Districts to the Petitioners, until after a 
minute invm,tigation it sllilJl haYe been ascertained wlmt Lands 
are found there to be at the <lisposal of Government; that from 
this investigation, the result of which was communicated to the 
Petitioners by the Council on the 15th August last, it had 
appeare(l, that only some small spots of laml, very irnule(1uate to 
the views of the J?etitioners' l'rincipal, ere found to be disposable 
at the Outeni11ua Land, l'lettenlicrg's Bay, l\fossel Bay, and Vlees 
lhy, au<l that moreover the difficulty arnl <lauger of navigating in 
tho:e Bays wouhl learl to enormous costs and proYe of very little 
:ulvantnge to the 1olonization, that it was therefore thought more 
:ulvisealile to offer to the Petitioners tu occupy provisionally some 
lallll at the Hout B:ty, one of the most fortilc parts of this Settle­
ment,, ,rilh no other viBW than merely to have enabled the 
l'etitimwrs, who agreeably to the inve tigation abov(\ alluded to, 
woul1l lmvc b •en \.Jrought to the necessity of purchasing more 
1ands, to learn their Principal's further instruction upon the case, 
an(l to have afforded them iu the meantime an opportunity of 
making a proper use of the means already arrived and still to be 
sent out for the Colonization. 

That the l'etitioner:, however considered this offer in a very 
cliffercut ancl wrong point of Yiew, and. n.eceptC<l it under . o mauy 
intricate conditions arnl proviFimrn, that th• Governor arnl Council 
were entirely at a loss in tracing out the grunrnls upon which tho 
J>etiliuncr,i, after having been convinced of the infeasibility of the 
concession, pretended to make snch positive claims, that it i:, 
evident so from this as from the further cJnrse of the ra"-e, that 

I,~ 
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Mr. Van Hogendorp's plan of colonizing consists in creating a 
Colony within the Rettlement known by the name of the Cape of 
Good Hope, which plan is not only contrary to the rules of sound 
policy, and impracticable to execute on account of the local situa­
tion of this country, but moreover proves very detrimental to the 
interests of the mother country. 

And whereas all these reasons make it essentially necessary 
that this matter be not considered precipitately, but be acted upon 
with that prudence which the supreme authority of the Batavian 
Republic justly expects should be the guiding star of the Govern­
ment of a Colony so remote from the mother Country: So is it 
that the Governor and Council, previously to deciding upon the 
Petitioners' Memorial, have resolved to refer the circumstances 
relative to Mr. Van Hogendorp's plan of colonizing, to the supreme 
government of the Republic, in order that it may finally be deter­
mined there, whether and in how far, agreeably to their intention, 
the Colonial Government could and ought to comply with the 
views of the Petitioners. J>ermitting in the meantime, until such 
higher disposition be known, to the agents of said Ir. Van Hogen­
dorp to occupy on behalf of their principal, such lands at the 
Hout Bay, which being pointed out by the Inspector of Lands 
and ·woods, they may require for the use and accommodation of 
the means already received by them, and further on the arrival 
of additional ones, not only to occupy in proportion, (with the 
approbation and consent of Government) more lands at the Hout 
Bay; but also to apply for any of the unoccupied Government 
Farms, to graze Mr. Van Jiogendorp's cattle thereon ; and more­
over to cut timber in the Government forests, provided, according 
to local custom, the necessary licence for that purpose be procured 
from the Colonial Secretary's Office. 

[Original.] 

Letter from LORD CHARLES So:\IERSET to l~AUL BATHURST. 

CAPE OF GOOD lion :, 15th Auyuat 181G. 

1Y LORD,-1 beg to refer the enclosed case for your Lordship's 
instructions, as it involves the interests of many individuals settled 
iu this Colony. 
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The statement is this, a native of St. Domingo obtained a 
temporary permission to remain in this SetLlement in the year 
1797. He has resided here ever since and lately agreed for the 
purchase of a house (freehold property) in this town. All deeds 
of transfer are prepared here in the Colonial Secretary's office, and 
the act itself is signed and passed in presence of the Secretary and 
a deputation of two members of the Court of Justice on periodical 
Court days, which are fixed for the express purpose. By the late 
final cession of the Colony to His Majesty, greater precision re­
specting aliens was rendered necessary than what had Leen ante­
cedently enforced, and it became a question whether they could be 
allowed to hold lands in this Colony. 

I do not find any authority to wanant my sanctioning such 
purchases, and the solemn manner in which transactions of this 
nature are passed, by which the Government of the Colony 
becomes (as it were) a party in the case, renders great precaution 
essential. 

The Act of the 13th George 2nd Cap. 7 indeed grants the 
privileges of natural born sul.Jjects to such foreigners (taking and 
subscribing certain oaths) who shall have resided 7 years in any 
of the American Colonies, uut this, your Lordship will see, does 
not reach the case before you. 

Anxious to ascertain what the rule of the former Government 
of this Colony had Leen on the point in question, I referred the 
case to Mr. Trutcr, who having been 1.Jred an Advocate in Holland 
and having filled the situation of Colonial Secretary under the 
lbtaviau Govemmcnt and successively those of .Fiscal and Chief 
,1 usticc under the British rule, was the best authority I coulll 
refer to here, and from the r •port enclos,!u your Lordship will see 
that the ancient general regulations of this place arc consonant to 
the British law as I believe it to stand. 

I shall lie the more desirous to be favoured with your Lord­
ship's consideration of this sul>jed, as besides the circumstance of 
there being very many inJividuals situated as ~Ir. Yillet is 
(whose character is in every respect unexceptionable), the final 
decision must also affect the claims of .Mr. Yau llogendorp which 
were the subject of my last dispatch. I have &c. 

Cu \HLE~ HENRY :::,o~rnnsr:r. 
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[Copy.] 

Proclamcction by Lonn CHARLES Sm,rnnsET. 

Concerning the destruction of wom out paper money. 

16th August 181G. 

[Original.) 

Letter from Lo1w CHARLES S0~1ERSET to EARL BATJIUltST. 

CAP:B op Gom Jfop:g, &pteml,cr lit I IR. 

MY DEAR Lorrn,-The voluminous despatch No. (52 upon the 
:finance of this Colony which I promised to your Lordship by this 
Mail will convey to you ample details of the duties of all the civil 
officers of this Government, but the clamour for reduction amongst 
the factions at home appears (as far as we have learnt here) S) 

great and in many instances 30 unreasonable, that I cannot l'efrain 
from troubling your Lordship confidentially respecting one indi­
vidual whose appointment bearing the appellation of Deputy and 
holding also a comhined situation, may render him an object of 
attack.- That individual my dear Lord is our Deputy Colonial 
Secretary Lieutenant Colonel Bird, whose services all<l ch,iracter 
are not unknown to your Lordship, and will therefore incline yon 
to render him every kind otlice ; but it is important to assure your 
Lordship with every public ground for shewing how descJ"ving ho 
is of what he holds as well a'3 with the grounds upon whieh he 
was appointed to the Commission of Stamps. 

The enclosed extract from a despateh of Lol'<l Caledon's will 
put your Lordship in fnll possession of that circumstan<:e, and now, 
my dear Lord, permit me to assure you that there is no ~crvaut 
un<ler the Crown whose services are more effective or vahml1le 
than Lt. Col. Bird's. lleiug a perfect master of the J >utch 
fancrtut"e he is enabled to communieate and conespon<l with the 

0 0 

Colonists, and a residence of upwards of 13 years at the Cape has 
given him a knowledge of the character and disposition of every in­
ha.bit:mt of any note. These are advantages no other mau pos,esses, 
and these combined with his integrity, his ability, and his zeal, 
render his services invaluable to this Government. I have &c. 

( ~ignecl) CII.\HLJ:s lh:. HY Som.:w,;gT 
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[ Original. J 
Letter fro,n LORD Cu.lRLES SOMERSET to EARL BATIIlJRST. 

CAPE OF Goon IIoPE, 1st s,,pte,nber 181G. 

MY Lo1rn,-In obedience to the contents of your Lordship's 
dispatch of the 20th of March (No. 52) I submit for your con­
sideration whatever appears likely to diminish expenditure and 
improve the public Itevenne of this Colony; but I have not the 
vanity to suppose that I have the power, by any detailed state­
ment, to furnish your Lord.ship with all the information you may 
deem necessary, tho' I trust what I have the honour to submit 
will at least evince to you my anxiety to do so. 

Your Lordship's letter embracing all that can relate to the 
finances of the Colony, whether proceeding from import trade or 
native product, and of expenlliture, can be only answered in detail, 
and as I collect from your Lordship's confidential communications, 
as well as from the dispatch to which I am now about to reply, 
that the object of His :Majesty's Government is not only to 
improve, if practicaule, the Hevcnue o this Settlement, but to 
make every possible reduction in every branch of expenditure, and 
to throw upon the Colonial Govcmmcnt as much of the Com­
missariat charge for the Army e.-traor<linaries as its snrplns 
ltevenues shall a1lmit of, I sL.all lay before your Lordship the 
amount of the actual lmrthens now imposed. 

1st. What are raised for the use of the General Colonial Govern­
ment. 

2nd. The local assessments for the e.·penses of the respective 
districts. 

~u1•11 are the imposts now paid. \Vith respect to improving the 
Colonial Itevcnue, l own I am not so sanguine in my cxpcetations 
of being able to add to it, by any increase of ihe present taxes, 
except us they grow with the growth of the Colony, which 
now can be merely considernu as a cnullcd infant. \Vlmt the 
people have uec11 accustome1l to pay, they do pay, lint their 
dtief conLrilmliou to ({r •:it Britain is the double monopoly she 
has of the supply of their consumption awl the entire receipt 
of their products. Arnt this tax, my Lonl, a very great man 
declared to cm l,racc all others. It has eYcr uecn found diflicult, 
as your Lordship knows, to impose ta;,..c, upon commercial Uolonics 
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at a distance from the mother country. I have proceeded here 
with as much caution as possible, and have gone as far as I think 
it wise and prudent to go. I trust therefore, My Lord, you will 
approve of my continuing to receive what is now cheerfully paic.l, 
rnther than attempt further burthens which might lead to dis­
content. And here, my Lord, you will not think it foreign to the 
purpose that I should remark that a great part of the Revenue is 
raised under the authority of the several Governor's Proclamations, 
which altho' referred home at the time of issue for approval, have 
seldom been noticed in the dispatches received, though it appears 
to me to be highly essential that this mode of proceeding both in 
financial and other regulations should not only be confirmed from 
home, but receive a more decided sanction than I can find has yet 
been given to it. 

Your Lordship will judge from our e:s:ports and imports and the 
course of our exchange, how far Great Britain would profit by 
money raised here rather than at home, and whether the commerce 
of England would not suffer by the attempt more than her 
Treasury could gain. She furnishes ships, the capital for much 
local improvement now carried on here in building &c., and she 
supplies almost the whole consumption of the inhabitants in 
l3ritish and Indian Merchan<lize and manufacture. 

I shall, in bringing the subject to your Lordship's view, blend 
the military expenditure with the Colonial, confining this dispatch 
solely to financial concerns, hut accompanying it with detailed 
statements (to which your Lordship can refer upon any point 
which may require elucidation) whieh, I shall hope, will embrace 
all the information that can be gi von relative to every suhject 
connected with this Settlement and the administration of its 
finances. I shall state to your Lordship how far it appears to mo 
to be practicable; to reduce the expenditure of this Colony, and I 
shall then call your Lordship's attention to the situation in which 
the Colonists will be placed by the reduction proposed and the 
appropriation of the balance of the Itevenue raised upon this 
people, not as heretofore to local wants and improvements, but to 
Military expenditure. 

When the amount of Commissariat charges are to be brought 
against the Colonial revenue, it becomes a first question how far 
those expenses may be thcmscl ,·es reduced, bearing in mind that 
tho same duties must be performed with equal cflicicncy. 'n<lcr 
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this head, consequently, I shall have to submit to your Lordship 
several points for reduction, and I conceive I shall meet the spirit 
as well as the letter of His Royal Highness the Prince Regent's 
Commands, by the mode in which I shall have the honour to 
place the subject before your Lordship for His Royal Highness' 
decision. 

I had very lately the honour of submitting to your Lordship 
that the duties of this command upon the most reduced scale 
required a force of not less than 4000 men. I shall therefore take 
that number as the ground work upon which my calculation of 
Military expenditure must rest, although I am sure that your 
Lordship is aware from your knowledge of the subject and from 
the reports of all my Predecessors on this head, that such a force, 
though adequate to the internal duty and security of the Settle­
ment in time of peace, is far too weak for its protection and 
defence, should it be unfortunately again necessary to guard 
against external attack, especially when it is considered that more 
than one fourth of the number is actively employed in the pro­
tection of the Eastern Frontier, which force could not with 
security to the Colony be withdrawn or diminished, and while 
I am alluding to the necessity of continuing the protection of that 
bor<ler, I shall take the liberty to state the causes which render 
it necessary, I mean experience of the encroaching spirit of the 
Kaffres, and the circumstance of those being the districts on 
which this part of the Colony an<l the army are dependent for 
sheep and horned cattle. But although the number of 4000 men 
is stated to be necessary for the reduced duties of this very 
extensive Country, it does not therefore follow that the description 
of that force should remain what it now is. On the contrary, I 
sl1ould immediately propose tho reduction of the Cor1>s of Artillery 
drivers, by which a saving of £8,000 inclu<ling Commissariat 
expenses Hixdols. 4!J,4-!)5 per annum would ensue, being confident 
that upon a sudden emergency in a very few hours I could collect 
able !torses and drivers from this town, a<lequate to the purposes 
for which this Corps is principally consiuercd useful, l mean the 
expe<litious movement of Artillery. 

l should next propose to your Lordship to remove from this 
command the vresent Dragoon Regiment, replacing it by another 
upon an Establishment of 500 men, so as not to keep more than 
400 1,wu,itcd men, and Lo increase the number of •infantry of the 
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Garrison by the difference between that number all(l the present 
strength of the 21st Light Dragoons (viz. 1,100 men), hy which 
the difference of pay between cavalry and infantry ,rould l>e saved 
to Government and the commissariat expenses reduced by tho 
amount of Forage now issue(l to the surplus number of horses, and 
the great expense now laid out in hiring out-quarters be entirely 
done away. 

His Royal Highness the Commander in Chief will be perfectly 
aware of the lowest number of staff officers re<1uired for this 
command, and I therefore do not presume to offer to your Lord­
ship any suggestions on that hand; but I feel it my duty to 
remark that in this Settlement (where offtcers are rarely disabled 
by ill health from the performance of their duties) the number of 
subaltern officers attached to the Hegiments here is superfluous, 
and a considerable saving might be made by reducing the e;;tablish­
ment to one Lieutenant and one Cornet or Eu:;ign to each Troop 
or Company, and I beg also to say that I conceive that the I>qmty 
Quarter Master General and his assistant might very advan­
tageously undertake the whole duties of the Barrack department, 
with havin,., under them a ::,kilfol clerk l)f the works, which shouM 
be the only appointment growing out of the Jhmwk (lepartment, ; 
and I must also su,!.(gest to your Lonlship that the dutie of the 
Commissariat may be performe(l hy an e:;talJlislunent upon a very 
reduced /:kale, insten.d of employing 24: persons, as at present, at 
an annual Expence of £;,,U45 4s. ld. 

Havincr thus commented upon the number antl rpmlity of the 
}'orce upon this Station, I beg next to <'llll your Lonl hips 
attention to the worb t,f Jefen<'e, which hitherto ham occasionP1l 
consitlemble expenre here; upon an average since th• year 180li, 
the Fortifications have co t £ 1000 per annum; \mt a my , iew of 
them is tu keep up merely the Sea defenct•:; at preHent, only taking 
care that the Lines whil'h cover the Town on the lau1l side shall 
not fall into utter decay, I sl1all not authorize more than au 
expence of ahout . .£GOO per annum, (which is the estimate at, which, 
it is presumed, the Mason worl· on the seaside may be pn!sened) 
unless very precise instructions from Home sho11M (lirect me to 
pursue a contrary system urnler different view~ with rP ·pe('t to the 
defence of this :-,ettlement, which it is not here the plac • tu 
anticipate. 

The accompanying C,tlcnlatiun \\ill therefore hew Your Lc,nl-
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ship the amount of saving which the measures herein recom­
mended are calculated to effect; but a very essential item remains 
to be noticed to your Lordship, in order that prompt steps may be 
taken to prevent the loss which is now borne by the public in the 
pay of the Forces. 

I had formerly strongly urged the expediency of sending out 
Specie for the wants of this Army; the Spanish dollar issued to 
the Troops at 4s. 8d. beiug as high in Exchange for Bills upon the 
Paymasters General as Gs. Gd. and even 7s., not arising, as I had 
just cause to believe, from any real sc~city of specie, but from the 
contrinnces of a wealthy monopolizer and his associates (whom I 
alluded to in my Dispatch to your Lordship No. 55) in order to 
po sess himself of the command of the money market here. After 
many efforts, a Sum of 100,000 dollars was sent hither, and the 
mere kno,l"ledge that this Sum was ready to be issued, when 
required, lowered, before a tlollar was issued, the price to par 
(4s. 8d.) and subsequently even to 4s. 4d. Under such circum­
stances I thought it advantageous to the h1blic that the greater 
part of this Sum should not be issued., but that it should remain 
in the Military Chest so long as dollars \"Nre to lie procured upon 
terms advantageous to the Public; but the Commissariat Depart­
ment in Englall(l did not approve of this step, and the Deputy 
Commissary Ueneral was directed not to draw any Bills as long 
as there remained any balance of Specie in his hands; the 100,000 
J)ollars were therefore i-,sned, anll went but a short way in the 
payment of the Forces. The Mouopolists purchased them with 
avidity, the chest was soon exhausted, and the consequence has 
heon (what l foresaw) that the Cluvernment is again paying :is. Gd. 
for dollars, and at the last bidding not half of tho number wanted 
waq obiaiuecl, because 1 felt it my duty to refuse tenders for them 
at Gs., the price tlcmnmled. 

l shall now proceed to point out to Your Lorllship what items of 
Colonial Income might be made applicable to the payment of part 
of the remaining Comrnis~ariat expenditure; lmt I beg first to call 
your Lordship's attention to the amount hitherto expended in that 
branch. The total of the items paicl in the last year amounted to 
01,883 Spani,,h Dollar: aud ii88,:l78 llix: Dollars, which cakulating 
the :-;punish llollar at 18 Skillings each (tha present price) makes 
th· :-mm of 7D5, 11 G Hi. · dollarn. However, of this :-;tun of Com-
111is, ariat expenditure viz. 703,115 Hds., tho sum or :.;~8,000 Hds. 
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is provided for in the estimates of the army, being the amount of 
deductions for rations made from the pay of the troops, so that the 
balance (subject to the deductions which I have already proposed), 
is, I presume, the amount which your Lordship thinks may be a 
charge against this revenue. 

The greatest amount of Colonial Revenue (that of the year 
1815) did not exceed Rixdollars 1,147,487-6-5, and the ordinary 
expense of the same year amounted to Ilix<lollars SD0,050-5-1, the 
balance therefore is what must chiefly be depended upon for the 
aid of the Commissariat; but even among the items which have 
hitherto been classed under the term of extraordinary expenses, 
few heads could have been dispensed with, and since my arrival 
here there has been no surplu revenue beyond the sum of Hix­
dollars 124,733 G 2½ whieh has been remitted to the Agent of the 
Colony, partly to defray certain expenses necessary to be paid in 
England, but the greater part to refund to the British Treasury a 
proportion of the sums advanced to this Government uu<ler the 
administration of my predecessors ; and hPre I beg to remind your 
Lordship that upon my assuming this Government I received a 
di patch from your Lordship addressed to my predece sur (and in 
consequence of his representation) authorizing the Governor for 
the time being to draw upon the British Treasury in aid of the 
Colonial Revenue, in a sum not exceeding £.'>000 annually, of 
which permission I not only abstained from availing rnyRe1f, lmt 
on the contrary have remitted as before statCll a considerable 
surplus. 

IloweYer under the head of extraordinary expenditure, the items 
of repairs of buildings and the expense of the uew roa<l to Simons 
Town will not again, I truHt, recur, at least tu anything like the 
extent which it has b •en found nece. sary to e:pernl upon them 
in the course of the two last years. I have alrea<ly notified to 
your Lordship the dilapidated and iusr.cure state in whid1 most of 
the public buildings were found upon my arrival here, all(l 1 have 
frequently had occasion tu refer to the expensive work \\hich I 
deemed it essential to the public interest to undertake, in openin" 
a commuuicatiun between this place and ~imuns Town, now 
become the Naval Arsenal of this :::,tatiun. The expense h,ts un­
questionably been great, nor is the work nearly cumplet •d, but I 
<lo not hesitate to assert that it has been a measure of great public 
economy, and that a the ~' ,L\ al department can e, en now with 

 

 



Rcco1'ds of the Cape Colony. 157 

facility transport their provisions and stores by land from hence (the 
market and trading port of the Colony) to Simons Bay, the saving 
of a year in transport hire alone is sufficient to cover the whole of 
what has been expended; and therefore if I have economized for 
any particular branch of expenditure, it is as much a general 
benefit to the Country as if I had remitted the amount to the 
Treasury of England. But as I before observed this expense will 
not in future be a drain upon the extraordinary expenditure of the 
Colony. The principal objects being effected, it is my intention 
to confine the expense of the continuation as nearly as possible to 
the amount of the receipts of the Tolls, and I trust your Lordship 
will sanction my so expenrling what is levied from the public for 
this express purpose. I calculate therefore that under these two 
heads there may be reduction of expenditure to the amount of 
100,000 Hixdollars per annum. 

And now, my Lord, my next proposition to your Lordship is -:­
one which I have at former periods already suggested, it is to 
reduce the Hottentot Corps (except a few to be attached as guides 
to such of the King's Regiments as may be stationed on the 
frontier districts) replacing their numbers by a British Battalion. 
The drain which keeping up this corps causes to a very scanty 
agricultural population is severely felt, and the Regiment itself is 
kept upon a more expensive footing than a British Corps of equal 
strength, both as to its number of officers and as to followers, who 
are fed, every woman and child being entitled to rations, given as 
a species of compensation for the compulsory mode by which the 
Corps is raised. The last year's expense of this Hegiment was 
more than Hixdollars 208,382 5 (exclusive c,f the clothing), which 
this year will Le still greater from the circumstance of their being 
paid in currency, allowing them the rate of Exchange, which has 
increased upwards of 20 per cent since last ,January; the amount 
hitherto paid on this account will therefore, in case your Lordship 
shall approve of its reduction, be saved for general purposes, while 
the Corps by which it may be replaced will unquestionably not be 
so expensive to the general Government and will be applicable to 
any foreign service in case of e1nergency. 

I ha<l the honour to propose to your Lordship on another 
occasion that the buildings formerly occupied by tho Naval Com­
mis~ioner (while this was tho aval Station) should now be 
restored io the Colonial Government, to which they originally 
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belongec1, and I now again return to that proposition, as I cannot 
more effectually obey your Lordship's instructions than hy 
suf[gesting the most minute items of retrenchment. The object I 
have in view hereby is to remove the Customs department to these 
premises advantageously situated close to the sea shore, and to 
appropriate the buildings, now the custom house, to Officers' 
Barracks and Commissariat stores, by which arrangement a large 
llroportion of lodging money now paid to ltegimental oflicers and 
for store hire, (amounting altogether to 18,000 Hixdollars annually), 
will be saved, and as the buihling in que tion is situatecl close to 
the main Barrack , it is admirably adapted for that purpose, ·while 
at present the officers are scattered over the Town and are not at 
hand should anything occur to render their sudden presence vith 
the Corps in the Barracks necessary. Your Lordship will however 
bear in mind that the buildings of the Naval I>epanment have 
been let to go to decay, and unlese your Lordship will move the 
Navy Board to direct the premises to he given up in the same state of 
repair in which they were when they were made over to tltu Xaval 
Department, they must be of heavy expense in their repair, and 
such expense rcquu·e'3 your Lonlship's approbatic,n and sanction 
before it can be inc'ured. 

I come now to the consideration of that part of your Lonlship's 
dispatch in which you <lirect me to saLisfy myself of the 1weessity 
of keeping on foot the Reveral offices arnl the salaries, fees, and 
perquisites vhich may belong at present to each ol11ee, aud that I 
should transmit to your Lonbhip a full report upon those mattr.rs, 
antl point out every item, however minute, in wltieh I conceive 
that a saving may be efl'eetetl, consistenlly with what may lJe due to 
intliYitluals antl becoming the character of the British GoYemment . 

.As the clearest mode of bringing this suhject to your Lorcl. hip's 
notice, I enclose a general return of the civil Rervants of thi, 
Government in every branch, with a series of remarks, by which 
your Lortl hip will immediately perceive the nature of the <luties 
each person is called upon to perform, autl from which your 
Lortlship will be competent to jll(lge whether any alHl what re(lnc­
tion can take place. I am unalJle to point out any saving which 
can with propriety he made under this head, none of the civil 
servants being highly paid and many so e.·trernely ill 1·em11nemtC(l, 
that it is with difliculty men posses ing the necessary qnaliflea­
tions are prevailed upon to undertake the public duties. 
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Your Lordship will see in the details relative to the expenditure 
aunexed, that most of the civil servants have full employment, 
many of them have duties to perform which are peculiarly arduous, 
and I embrace, with pleasure, this opportunity to acknowledge and 
express my sense of the services of the Colonial Secretary, .Mr. 
Alexander, aml of the Deputy Colonial ~ccretary Lieut. Col. Bird, 
and of the zeal, ability, and efficiency with which their duties are 
performed. .As the term of Deputy is given (improperly so in the 
general acceptation of the word), to the office held by Colonel 
Bird, I am anxious that it should not be misconceived by it being 
supposed that the one is idle when the other is employed, on the 
contrary, the official duties of both are ample and constant, and I 
beg to recommend them to your Lordship as most deserving public 
servants. 

Whenever I have found it practicable to dispense with an office, 
the holder of which had vacated his situation, I have availed 
myself of it. Thus I did not find it necessary to replaee the Civil 
Commissioner on the Frontier, vacated by Colonel Yicars, by 
which a saving of £500 per annum wru. effected. I have also 
reduced the expenditure of the .Agricultural Board Ly suppressing 
tho situation of Secretary and Treasurer, amounting to 3500 Hix­
dollars annually, and I have not filled the vacancy occasioned by 
Ur. Emerson's return to England in the Medical Board, by which 
a saving of 1200 Hix1lullars ,ms effected. His Hoyal Highness 
the Prince Hegent, in recalliug the Lieutenant Governo1, has 
l1ruught the amount of his salary from the 1st uf ,January next to 
the public use, arnl I Jo not apprehend a Yice Admirahy Court 
will Le continued here during peace; these two reductions will 
cause a saving of ucar 33,000 Hixdollars per anuum. 

The civil servants here arc of two classes, the one who have 
heen sent from EnglalHl to Jill the situations to which they have 
heen appointed, the other Natives and Dutch inhabitants of the 
Settlement. It is observaule that the former class arc more highly 
paid, but it is to he remarked on the other harnl that those of the 
native inhalJitants who arc in employ have the adrnntages and 
comforts of their family connections to lean 11pon and to aid them 
in their progress through life, which the first arc deprived of by 
the immense distance which separates them from their native 
shores; Lut 1 am bound to state to your Lordship that the civil 
servants uot appointed from home have in their incomes barely an 
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existence, and most of them claim and are entitled to have their 
claim to advanced pay attended to. 

I believe I am correct in saying that the English servants of 
this Government are paid upon a scale very inferior to those of 
Ceylon and Mauritius, while the duties they are called upon to 
perform are in many instances arduous, and in all requiring 
ability and integrity. The salaries are precisely upon the footing 
fixed by Lord Macartney in 1797, no augmentation having been 
made either to the sums then fixed or to the numbers employed 
on that list. It must also be considered that the expense of living 
here is far greater than it is in England. Meat indeed is cheap, 
but every other necessary of life is high priced, and clothing or 
any commodity imported from Europe is infinitely dearer than in 
the Mother Country. Add to this that the civil servants have 
no retirement as in Ceylon, to look forward to, where after a 
stated number of yPars' service they may at their option return to 
England with the enjoyment of half their salaries, and it will 
not be considered that any class of the civil servants is over 
paid. 

It is also important, as well as just, to them that I should 
remark to your Lordship that the fees and perquisites of oflice 
(formerly divided among the servants of the rcspecLive oflices) 
when collected are now faithfully paid into this Treasury, so that 
no officer of the civil service is in the receipt, from his situation, 
but of kuown and authorized emolument. 

The great increase which the Uevenue and Customs of this 
Colony have experienced since it became a Tiritish possession 
makes it difficult and perhaps hazardous to sngge t items of 
augmentation or alteration which might not realize the calcula­
tions upon which they shall have been grounded. When your 
Lordship compares the amount of Colonial Revenue with the 
number of the white population, upon whom almost e.·clu ively 
taxation falls, you will not fail to perceive that for a country with 
only a very insignificant export trade, the inhabitants already 
bear no inconsiderable proportion of taxation, but the amount 
of most of the objects of our Revenue must increase as the popu­
lation increases, and I do not foresee that any great a<lditional 
charge of collection will be necessary, whereby the expenditure 
will be enlarged, though for some increase of this nature your 
Lordship must be prepared. I beg to observe to your Lordship 

,I 

I 
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that the moue of collecting the Customs which I enforced upon 
my first assuming this Government has had the effect of increasing 
the receipts of that branch of income at least one thirtl, ancl that 
the plan which, untler your Lordship's sanction, has been pursuetl 
in the disposal of waste larnls is rapidly incre::rning the amount of 
land revenue. 

The British imports into this Settlement in the years 1814 arnl 
1815 have heen enteretl at the Custom House at the <le,.lared 
value of 3,72!i,OOO Ilixdollars. The amount is very large for the 
population of this place, but it shows its utility to and dependence 
upon Oreat Britain, and your Lonlship will not fail duly to appre­
ciate the benefit to he derived to England from this great con­
sumption of its procluce arnl manufactures. The commerce has 
hitherto been the source of great profit to British Merchants all(l 
lfanufacturers, but while theRe have enriched themselves hy 
this trafftc, the revenue of this Settlement has been proportion­
ately a.cl vantaged, particularly in the increase of ib; Customs and 
of the duties upon public sales (the medium of all traffic here) 
and of all thoi:;e various sources which , rise from the activity 
c:rcated hy a commerce of this extent; but the l\fer<'hant in 
Englancl has had no return to look to from hence of any im­
JH>rt:inee, except the Bills drawn hy the Public Departments upon 
the British Treasury. So dependent has this place been for all 
its supplies upon England, that the profits which the traders have 
derived have enauletl tltem to pay tlaily increasing priees for the 
only secure means of remittance (the l'ommissari:tt Bills on the 
British Treasury) till at length the paper cur,·ency of the country 
has become tlepreciatecl to one half tho value at which it was 
ori6inally issuetl, particularly when employed in the purchase 
of Bills upon England or given in exchange for artieles of 
import. 

By the system of retreudnnent now proposed, this sonrce of 
payment to the l\1crc11ant and l\fanuf:tctnrer will ho nearly driecl 
np, and the stagnation which this will cause must necessarily be 
attended with an injurious effect upon tho Hevenue in many of 
its most imp1ntanL branches, nor will tho Hevenne he the only 
ufforer, but (ns there ,rill be 110 longer any means by whieh the 

l\Ierchant ean make his return) the con:mmption of the rnauu­
factlll'es of (lrl'at Britain will eventually be reclu!'ecl, aucl artilicors 
ancl rna11uf,1l'lmer to a like exll'nt be• thrown uut of employ, until 

. r. M 
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our increasing prosperity shall produce an export e'l_uivalent to it. 
In calling upon this country to furnish the Military supplies for 
the army on the station, a great stop will be put to internal 
improvement. 

Hitherto the Colonial Government has expended the chief part 
of its surplus upon the various wants of an Infant Colony, public 
buildings have been created where most essential, villages have 
been founded, chnrches built, new territorial divisions have been 
made, affording thereby protection and facilities to the several 
classes of population. English manners and English habits are 
daily becoming more prevalent, and the face of this wiclely 
extended, tho' thinly peopled Colony, hears in every feature the 
marks of the beneficent conduct of the British Government 
towards its new dependency. 

The revenue (that is the taxes) bas Leen increased two thirds 
since we have had this possPssion, and the Colonists have cheer­
fully acquiesced in it, because every individual has witnessed its 
appropriation. Knowing anu feeling themselves, however, to be 
highly taxed (upon an average as I have before shewn your Lor<l­
ship, exceeding that at which an inhabitant of Great Britain is 
taxed) they naturally look for a continuance of those improve­
ments which have heen so benefil'i,1lly begun, and for the forma­
tion of others which rencler the mother country pre-eminent for 
its benevolence, and which constitute the happiness and comfort 
of its people. Such are here in the first instance tho cst:i.hlish­
ment of a Grammar School upon a liberal and enlightened footing, 
which with the aid this enviable climate affords, would attract 
the youth of the first families in India, and would naturally add 
greatly to the prosperity of this place. The cstahlishment of n. 
puLlic Hospital also suggests itsolf as a most eligible anu im­
portant one. The rebuilding the public prison an<l the wharves 
both at this place and at Simons Town are works hecome almost 
incli pensal,le. 

·when the door shall be closeu to improvements so necessary 
and so reasonaLle as these, am I, my Lord, extmvauant in 

b 

apprehending that a contrary system might cause disappoint-
ment to grow into discontent, even should the stagnation in a 
commercial point of view not take place to the extent I ha,e 
too much reason to fear it will, arnl should disconteut once arise 
in so exten<lecl a country (and whose inhabitants can as yet only 
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be attached. to England as their expectations shall have been 
raised of its power to increase their prosperity) where is it to 
stop ? And can the feeble aid that the whole surplus of our 
revenue will afford, my Lord, be put in competition with 
slunting the growth of an infant population which (if more 
kindly cherished) might one day become a considerable prop to 
its parent, country. 

I have thus, my Lord, candidly and unreservedly laid before 
your Lordship the apprehensions I entertain for the future 
welfare of this Colony and for the good will of its inhauitants, 
and having done so, I have only to assure your Lordship that 
whatever instructions upon this important subject your Lordship 
may honour me with shall be executed with the utmost of my 
ability, ancl with the most cordial zeal, energy, and anxiety 
capable of being bestowed upon them. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES IlENRY So~IERSET. 

[Enclosure in the above.] 

Statement of Local Rate.~ and As.~rssincnts in the different Districts 
of the Gape of Good Hope for the year 1815. 

Total Rerelpts. Expenditure. 

Cape Town TidR. 140, G4G 0 0 Rds. 1:l4 , 303 0 0 
Cape District 12,8GG 4 4 12,G93 2 3 
Stell,·nbosch 40,alfl " 0 39,145 5 0 •> 

Swell cw lam Gl,b68 G 2 G0,870 3 2 
George 22,66-i 3 0 18,75:l 5 2 
Tulbagh 21,557 7 0 10,088 7 0 
lTitcnhage. 10,206 1 ·1 16,614. 7 0 
Graaff Hcinct 35,80! 0 5 22,418 2 0 

-----
Hd8. :lG I , 020 2 3 Rds. 314, 8!!7 0 1 

.B.-These rates aro collected by the Local Magistracy from 
the following Sources and expended in interior management. 

Hearth Money, 
Tax on cattle, 
Ta.· on l'roduce, 
Capitation tax, 
l 11co111e tax. 
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The four first are of fixed rates, and the latter assessetl as the 
exigencies of the District necessitate. 

Colonial Revenue . Rds.1,1-17,487 G ii 
District Rates 3G·J ,O:ZO 2 ., ., 

Total Rds. 1,511,508 1 2 

White population : 

Male 18,19G 
:Female 17,30G 

---
Total 33,302 

at 42 Hi."{ dollars per head, which at par is £8 8 Shillinrrs, lmt 
at the present depreciation about £-110s. Sterling per head. 

[Otfice Copy.l 

Lcttrr froni Lonn DAT!IUltST to LonD CHARLES so~rnmmr. 

D >W)<INO ~TRf:£T, 1:11i S, plember 181(). 

).fy Lonn,-I have hacl the honour of receiYinrr Your Lord hip's 
Di patches Nos. :i-1 anrl ,-;::; which have been duly laicl before His 
Hoyal Highness The Prince Regent. 

I am comman<le<l to Rignify to yon His Hoyal Hicrlml'R'1's 
entire Approbation of the several proclamations transmilled l1y 
you in your Dispatch No. G4. 

You cannot lie unaware of the Anxiety "hiC'h II is Hoyal 
Highness has felt that a general Hegistry of Slaves Rho11l1I be 
establisherl in all the British Colonies, aml 1 hat tll(: ColrniiPs 
should by the Efficiency of their own internal Hegulntimis npon 
the Subject supersede the Necessity of any interfcreuce on tlHl 
l'art of Great Britain. 

It ·was therefore particularly gratifying to II is Hoyal JI iolmc s 
1.o learn that you Juul pro11osc<l and tliat 1.he C'o1ouy under your 
Government had so reac1ily acquiescetl in a 1\1Pasurc so well 
calenlaleu to estahfoh arnl enforce a Sla\C Iteni try as that 
which yon ha, e now communicated, am! I am command1·d parli­
<'llhu ly to signify to you the Prince I:cgent 's 1\ pprohation of the 
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:Measure itself and of the Ammgemcnts which you have deeme<l 
necessary for its effectual execution. 

I have noL failed io enter into Communication with the Lords 
Commissioners of the Treasury on the Subject of your Dispatch 
No. 50. Altho' they concur entirely with Your Lordship in 
Opinion as io the disadvantageous Effect produced by the present 
high Hate oi Exchange upon the financial Operations of the Cape, 
aml consider that in the Event of the Continuance of the \Var, 
the 1fo:tsure which you have recornmemled might have been the 
be t calculated to afford an immediate Remedy for the Evil, 
yet they deem it more advi. able to resort to those other Means 
of Helief which ihe Hcstoration of U-eneml l>eace affords, and 
whieh offer a less complicated and they trust more effectual 
Method of reducing the Exchange. 

By the latest Accounts from the Commissariat at the Cape 
there appeared no Iteason to anticipate any immediate Requisi­
tion on the part of that Department for a further l::lupply of 
Dollars, and as the l)rice of Silver is now sufficiently reduced to 
re!l(ler the transmission of Dollars from this Country to the Cape 
advantageous, it is proposed to remit to the Colony such Sums in 
that Coin as may make the Government altogether independent 
of the Broker who has hitherto engrossetl to himself the purchase 
of the Government Bills upon his own Tonns. 

But as the real Causo of tlte unfavourable State of Exchange 
as it affects the Cape is to be fournl partly in the Deficiency 
of its e.·pmtable l'rodnce as comparetl with the Articles imported, 
and partly in the lJeprcciatiuu uf its paper consequent upon the 
,\l,seuce of all 1\folallie Currency, His l\fajesty's Government du 
not cunsi<ler any ltcmcdy likely to be so effeetual whieh does 
Hot counlernet these Uauses. The eucreasing lndu try of the 
luhahitants, the improving Cultivation, arnl the Encouragement 
H!Cl'ntly given here tu the Htaple pr()(luce of the Colony, give 
every rea un to believe that its E ·ports will at nu di tant Period 
approach very nearly in Value to the .Articles imported; awl in 
onler to ouviatc the Ellects of the pre ent Currency His 1\fajesty's 
Coverr11ne11t have it in 'onlemplatiun to prepare sueh a Propor­
tion of Hi l ve1· Cuinarre fur the Cape as may me •t i ls ad ual \Vau ts 
a11<l give crreater f5Lal1ility to the Paper at present iu Circu­
lation. 

With tlti ::\lea, me in 'unlcmplation lfi~ 1fajc ty's <1,n crn• 
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ment do not consider it advisable to resort to the Measure which 
you have provisionally adopted of making Government Bills pay­
able to some firm in England, but at the same time they are 
ready to do full justice to the Motives which influeuceJ Your 
Lordship in giving it your Sanction under the Circumstances 
stated in your Dispatch. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

P.S.-It will also be desirable in order to give full Effect to the 
Intentions of His Majesty's Government that Dollars should 
henceforth be received at the Colonial Treasury in payment of 
Taxes, or otherwise, at the Hate at which they are issued by the 
Commissary to the Troops, and that this Arrangement shoulJ be 
generally made known to the Inhabitants. 

H. 

[Original.] 

Letter jrr>m Lonn CHARLES SOMERSET to EAllL H.\TIIUHST. 

CAPE OF GOOD lloPE, 7th Bci,tembtr 1816. 

MY Lo1m,-I had not the honour to receive Your Lordship's 
Dispatches of the 10th February last .1. os. 4.G anJ 47 until 
yesterday, these dispatches having been taken on to fouia and 
returned from thence by llis Majesty's ship Horatio. 

I most deeply lament that this untoward delay has occurre<l 
with regard to the former of these clispatcht>s, as it has not ouly 
deprived me of many months of heartfelt gratification, but, it has 
given an appearance of liackwardness on my part in o.clrnowledging 
the condescension wit,h which llis Hoyal Highness The Prince 
Regent has been graciously pleased to view my humble •ucleavours 
in the discharge of my <lut,y here. 

I seize the earliest opportunity of earnestly Rolicitiug your 
Lordship to express lo His Royal Highness wit,h my lrnmlJle duty, 
how highly I prize his gracious approbatiou, arnl l trust His 
Hoyal Higlmess will believe that, to merit a eont,inuance of His 
ltoyal Highness's favourable opinion, is not only the first oliject of 
my life, Lut the sole reward fur which I labor. 

I have also to request your Lonlship to accept my most grateful 
and unfeigned thanks fur the very hamlsome am! Jlalteriug term 

j 
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in which your Lordship has done me the honor to convey to me 
His Uoyal Highness's gracious notice of my conduct. I shall 
avail myself of the permission communicated to me by Your 
Lordship relative to the reduction of the Colonial Corps, reducing 
it partially in the first instance and totally as I shall be enabled 
to replace it by other Troops, for which purpose I trust a British 
Regiment will be sent to me. In the meantime permit me to 
solicit Your Lordship's earliest commands relative to the Officers, 
upon which subject I took the liberty to addrei~s Your Lordship in 
my Dispatch No. 42. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SOMERSET. 

[Original.] 

Letter front CAPTAIN FESTING to REAR ADMIRAL Sm 
l)ULTENEY MALCOLM. 

His MAJESTY'S SHIP Falmouth, SDioN's BAY, 12th September 1810. 

Srn,-I have the honor to inform you that the Island of 
Tristan de Acunha was taken possessio. of in the name of His 
Majesty, and the Union :Flag hoisted on the 14th of August, by a 
party of seamen and marines belonging to His Majesty's ship 
under my command. 

Two men were found living on the Island, who have been there 
some years; both appeared glad to place themselves under the 
protection of the British :Flag; we were fortunate at the time of 
the year in being able to remain nearly three days at anchor, 
which ena.uled the party to be placed under good shelter from the 
weather, their provisionK landed, &c., &c. 

On the evening of the 17th of August we were obliged to slip, 
the wind having suddenly shifted directly in, and blew hard. 

I send you such information, remarks, &c., as could be collected 
respecting the Islands. The season of the year (being winter) 
prevented boats from going about to survey. Ono was unfortun­
ately lost in attempting to get round the Island, from the sudden 
change of the weather, crew all saved; she harl succeeded in 
coasting every part of the Island not run near by the Palmvuth. 
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The t11·0 ilmaller Islands lying so contiguous to Tristan de Acunlta, 
called Xightingale and Inaccessiule, I have directed the officer 
in command at Tristan de Acunha also to consider himself charge1l 
with as possessions of His Majesty, attaching the same instructions 
received from you for my guidance as to Tristan <le Acunha. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) H. W. G. }'m,TIXCT, Captain. 

[Original.J 

Letter j,·oni Lo1rn CHARLES so~LEJtSET to E.\.HL BATUUJti:iT. 

UAPE OF GOOD HOPE, 13th Sepl"nb,r 1816. 

MY Lonn,-I have the honour to acknowle<lgc the receipt of 
your Lordship's Dispatch No. 5G, dated 1 Gth April last, covering an 
]~xtract from a report addressed by the Commissioners of Colonial 
Audit to the Lords Commic;sioners of IIis Majesty's Treasury upon 
the subject of the Finances of the Cape of Uood IIope, and 
de. iring me to give directions for regulating the assessment of 
money on the part of the Landtlroi:;ts of the Several 1 Jistricts of 
this 8ctllement, in the manner pointe<l out by the A n<litorn. '.!'he 
Extract of the .,\ uditors' ltcport proceeds to say, "that the Distriet 
Accounts contain the Receipt all(l Expenditure of Cl'rtain assess­
IlH'nls levied upon the fohabiiauts by the lrulfldrost or 1\lagi. tratc 
who appropriates them to the incidental ExpP11ces of his District, 
a11,l that it appears from the conference they have ha<l with Rir 
,John Cradock, that no examination of thc,e ,\ccou11ts took place 
by the Auditor or any O!Iicer appoi11ted for that pmpose by the 
(fovcrnor, until the latter part of his administration when he 
directed them to be , ubrnitted to the inspection of a Uornmittee 
,vhose report had not been receiYed when 8ir ,Jolm 'radock 
<1 uittcd the Settlernent." 

The Auditors ob,,erve, that tho Accounts in que. lion should be 
examined, under the immediate direction of the (:ovemor, arnl 
Mate that unless this control i~ established the power of raisiug 
Money from the Inhabitants all(l the appropriation of it arc left tu 
I ndi,·i<lnals, who Lecornc tl1e sole ,I ndges of l he propriety of thl• 
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Expenditure and of the correctness with which it is accounted for 
without the Government of the Colony having an Opportunity of 
decidincr upon either, and finally after directing the l\Iocle which 
occurs to them from Rir John Cra<lock's information best to be 
a<lopted with respect to local As essments, suggesting that these 
Accounts and Vouchers should be submitted to their final Audit. 

After the full report which I had the honor of making to your 
Lordship on the sul,ject of the Colonial Finance, on the first of 
this month, I did not expect that it would be again so soon 
necessary to enter into further details, but the information which 
the Auditors haYe received is so extremely erroneou , that it is a 
duty I owe to the Landdrosts of the several Districts of the 
Rettlement to lose no time in setting your Lordship right upon the 
very material points which are the subject of the animadversion 
of the Auditors of Colonial Accounts. For this purpose I enclose 
to your Lordship a translation of the Instructions of the Datavian 
Oovernment under ,Yhich the Courts of Landc.lrost and Heemraden 
have invariaLly acted from the period of the Capture of the 
Colony in 180G to the end of Sir John Cradock's atlministration. 
Your Lord.ship will, by the 115th ~\rticle, perceirn that these 
monies were considered by the Batavian Government as monies 
"belonging to the Districts." Your Lordship will observe by the 
llGth Art. that at no pcriotl were the Lamltlrosts authorizetl to 
assess the District fur any proportion of the Expenditure; Lut, that 
if the JL ed revenue of tho J)istrict was not adeq_uate to the Expen­
<litnrc, ihPy were to report the circumstance to the Governor, in 
order that hr• might devise means for covering the tleficit. Your 
Lordship will sec in the 117th Article the strict care that was 
taken to prevent the L:rnddrosts having cornrnarnl of the Chest or 
the Appropriation of the contents, a]l(l your Lordship will notice 
the very precise :!\fode in ,\ hich these Hoards are directed to make 
np their Accounts. An<ll have further to assure your Lord 'hip 
that 1 have a ccrtained that the respective l)i ·trict Accounts were 
so made up for the year 180G, 7, 8, \.l, 10, 11, U, all(l 1:J, a1Hl 
t r,wsrni Ucd lo the Colonial Oilice fur the i11funnatio11 of the Governor 
fur the time bei11g, where one of the, 'eeretaries examined minutely 
the several heads of e. penditure and charges, and frequently by 
directions from the Uovernor concspon<lcd with the SC\entl Doanls 
upon the contents of them. I beg further to acquaint Your Lorll-
liip that npou Cll'!lliry into this ·nl,jt•ct, it appea1s that in con-
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sequence of there being an inequality in the local Assessments, some 
districts being at more expence than others, Sir John Cradock en­
deavoured to equalize them, and referred the subject to a Committee 
to report upon ; this Committee did so report, adopting chiefly the 
Suggestions of Mr. Truter the Chief Justice, which suggestions 
Sir John Cradock formed into a l'roclamation on the 1st April 
1814, in which he directs that the Accounts in question shall 
thereafter be submitted to the Auditor of the Colony, which 
direction has been since invariably adhered to. 

I trust Your Lordship will be convinced from this statement of 
the misapprehension under which the Auditors have made their 
report, and that I shall meet with Your Lordship's indulgence in 
submitting that the Courts of Landdrost and IIeemraden have 
many and difficult duties to perform, which as far as the 
Heemraden are concerned, they execute grntuitously, being electecl 
from the most respected Members of the Di~tricts and a proportion 
of them changed annually ; that therefore, if Boards so constituted 
are to be considered Public Accountants and to be subjected to 
the inconveniences and perils attending persons so situated, it 
will scarcely be practical,le to induce any of the Inhabitants to 
undertake the municipal functions they now execute for the 
honour of belonging to a respectable Board ; arnl that the Monies 
which pass through their hands not being considered by the Colonists 
as Government Revenue they arc not liable to such investiga­
tions or to be looked upon in any other light than our Parochial 
assessments. In the present situation of the Settlement perhaps 
no better or more ooconomical System for the regulation of the 
interior could be adopted than the one executed by the Courts of 
Landdrost and Heemraden, and I am, therefore, mL ·ions that your 
Lordship should see the dilliculties which may atteml the carrying 
Your Lordship's Orders into immediate effect. In the meantime, 
however, Your Lordship will see that 1.he most vigilant attention 
is paid to the ceconomy even of these Boards, and that if it should 
he finally decided that their accounts are to go to England, they 
will be in a state of readiness for that purpose. I have &c. 

(Signed) Cu.rn1Es IIE:-.uy , 'o,rn1:sET. 
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LEnclosure in the above.] 

Extract from the Instructions for the guidance of the Board of 
Landdrost and Hccmraden. 

Art. 115.-Concerning the Finances of the District the Land­
drost and Heemraden are to use the greatest punctuality in the 
receipt of all Revenues, and as much frugality in the disbursements 
as possible. The first promotes the regularity and preserves the 
due proportion in the Contribution, whereas the latter procures 
tranquillity to the Inhabitants that they contribute their proportion 
truly for the benefit of the Public. 

Art. 116.-Landdrost and Heemraden are not competent to lay 
on new assessments. Whenever the Customary Revenues are not 
sufficient to defray the Expences, they are to give notice hereof to 
the Governor and Council, adding their opinion thereon, so that 
the Governor and Council may judge and determine by which 
means their funds shall be supported. 

Art. 117.-No payment whatsoever shall be allowed to be made 
out of the Treasury of the Districts, before the accounts shall have 
been examined and approved of by the Court of Landdrost and 
Heemraden, of which due notice shall be taken in their Records. 

Art. 118.-Keeping the yearly acco'U,llts of Receipts and dis­
bursements or at least when fairly copied all entries shall not only 
be according to date, but must also be entered and answered for 
nuder distinct heads in such manner that on comparing the one 
year with the other, the augmentation or diminution of the Capital 
under each Head may be immediately distinguished, for example: 

The Receipts. 

1. Head. The lhlance in favor of the foregoing year. 
2. ,, Produce of Payments for Mills, cloof monies, pound-

age, Tolls, and the like. 
:t ,, Penalties and :Fines. 
4. ,, All manner of Receipts. 

The Payments. 

1. Head. The J>nblic Salaries. 
~- " 

Expences of Criminal ,Justice Inspections, &c. 
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3. IIeacl. 
4. 

" 

5. 
G. " 
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Support of BuilJings, the fire Engines, Pounds, &c. 
SupporL of the cloofs, roads, and \Vatcr lcauings, 

uaily wages of the people employecl for tliat 
purpose. 

Of the Lancldrost an.cl Heemraden. 
All kincls of dislrnrsements, among which the ex­

pences paicl more the preceJing year OU"ht also to 
Le placed in case in a certain year the Heceipts 
shall not supply the disbursements. 

Altho' in tho one or other year, perhaps no entry may occur for 
payments received or made in one of the above heads, must neYer­
theless unalterably be placed in the accounts ancl wrote underneath 
Pru Memoria J. Tihil. 

Art. 118.-There shall not be allowetl to contract debts between 
the Sheriffalties without the express permission of the Governor 
and General in Chief. 

Art. 120.-All monies of the District are to be received by the 
LanJdrost, and to remain in the Sherill'alty in a ehest, with three 
different locks, of which 0ne key shall remain with the Lancldrost 
and the two other to Le given to two different IIeomraden, who 
are, every year, at the Election of new Heemradeu to he expressly 
appointed, the one shall have no aceess to the Treasury without 
the others, and all three are persorrnlly responsible for the same. 

Art. 121.-At every Onlinary :\foetiug of Laud<lrost ·md lie<'m­
rarlen, after the reeei vecl Accounts shall be examined, the Laml<l.rosL 
is io deliver up together with a speeitiealion all monies received 
by him, and on the other hand there shall be paitl to him such 
amount out of the Tre:LHury of the Distriet as :;hall be necessary 
for the payment of the approvecl Aeeo11nt,;, io which amount may 
be added us much as Ly guess shall be judged suflicient to defray 
the Expcnces till the uext UourL tlay; which circumstanees are 
daily to be note<l <lown in lhe ltecorc[:,. 

Art. 123.-At the fir t following Court day the Larnl<lro 't is to 
pro<luce proper Heceipts of the Payuw1ts malle by him in the 
Interim, which is ulso to he recorded; whil:;t the reeeipts are to be 
Jelivered up to the ecretary that he may note down the aeeounts 
of the same, agreeaLle to the 118th Art., under their reRpective 
hea<ls, and aflerwunls at the Ernl of every year from the Books of 
the Di~trict. 
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Art. 123.-Every year at the first Court day at the change of 
the old and new Heemraden, before the departure of the first the 
Secretary shall be obliged to deliver up to the Board in due form 
an account of the District's Treasury, Numbered with all the 
annexures thereunto relating, as well as the account shewing the 
general state of ihe Finances and effects of the District, which 
accounts are to be examined, and being found correct are to he 
signed in the presence of the Landdrost respectively by ihe 
superseded, continuing, and new elected Hermraden, and sent to 
the Governor and Council. 

Art. 124.-At the bottom of the ahove Account of the State of 
the Finances and Effects of the District, is to be added, to the 
~ignature of the Landdrost and further Members of the new 
established Board, the following verbal declaration" that all effects 
and ready money, which according to the formed statement ought 
to stand in favor of the District, do actually exist, and were found 
as such by them before the Signature of that Statement, and 
for which reason were taken into their personal responsibility." 

Ari. 163.-New Buildings are not allowed to be constructed in 
the Country Districts out of the monies of the District, except it be 
absolutely necessary for some particular object, and then only by 
permission of the Governor and General in Chief, to whom the 
Landdrost and Ileemraden shall be obh-ged to apply, and request 
the liberty in writing, mentioning exactly the reason of the 
necessity or particular use of the same, as also the prohal,le 
expenccs which will be required for the same. 

l Original.] 

Ll'llcr from n. B. F1,;mm, Ef-QHE., to E.rnL DATHGRST. 

4. RouTuA ll'TON PLAl'r., E,~TON SQUARE, S,ptembrr 13th I rn. 
MY Lmm,-1 hn.vc essayed hy eYery J\foans in my reach to 

in<lucc your Lord hip to take into your serious Consideration t11e 
real Slate ancl Condition of that most valuaule Colony the Cape 
of Goocl Hope. I earnestly requ 'sled your Lonbhip's pc:rusal 
ofmy l'amphlet, on "the lmportanr.:c of the 'ape of <loud llope 
as a Colony to C:reat Britain." Through the l\1edinm of my friend 
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Mr. Pitt, Member for Cricklade, I have often ven.tllred to suggest 
some Ideas on the subject. I have tried your Lordship's 
Secretaries, Mr. Goulburn and sr Henry Bunbury, but I have 
not been able to learn, that as yet anything whatsoever has been 
done, or for aught appears in public, to have been in Contemplation, 
with respect to the present or future Condition of the Cape. As 
to its Importance as a Colony, independently of any other Con­
siderations, great as they are, nothing need be added, to what I have 
reported, to convince every attentive Peruser of the Fact. What 
I have asserted is from my own personal notice and Observation, 
and for the Truth, I appeal to my most worthy friend General Sir 
John Cradock, late Governor of the Cape. From Mr. Hamilton 
Ross, at this moment in England, ancl other Merchants at the Cape, 
I am in possession of still further Information: And I will venture 
to predict, that if some energetic :\foasures arc not very speedily 
taken, We must inevitably lose a Colony, that if it be not already, 
with the greatest Ease might be made the most valuable and 
important of any belonging to the British Crown. In its present 
defenceless State, it may be taken by any power, hut is most 
likely, by the Reduction of the Cape Regiment, and other military 
force there, to become a Prey to the revengeful and blood thirsty 
Caffres. 

I have spoken very sufficiently, as to the Laws, Constitution, 
Trade and Com•uerce of the Country, and to the Religion and 
Manners of it, I have aclded someting in my late public Letter to 
1\Ir. Wilberforce, of which, lest it may not have met your Lordship's 
:Eye, I beg to inclose a Copy. The Picture, I have there been 
obliged to draw, while it i to the last clegr 'O disgusting and 
humiliating, is disgraceful to this Country. I am well aware of 
the Opinion held, by a certain ohle Lord, on the subject of the 
Cape at the Treaty of Amiens: when its Surrender was justitieu 
on the Ground of its being au expensive Settlement; And I well 
remember the Observation of a ·writer, entitleu to no small Credit, 
"That the Cant of <Economy was but a poor ,T ustification for tho 
Sacrifice of a place of such Importance." 

Admitting the Argument to have been good at that time, I 
submit to Your Lordship it does not hold now. Very great 
nesourccs are now in that Country. I unclerntan<l your Lonlship's 
Objection to a Change of Laws and Constitution, is from <lelicac-y, 
le t suc.;h a ~foasnre rnny 110L lie> ngr(•ealile to the I nha ,ita11tg of the 
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Country generally: But to this I answer, without fear of Con­
tradiction from any Quarter, that the Laws now in existence at 
the Cape are in themselves the most aLominable, in their Execu­
tion still worse, and that nothing would make that Country so 
truly happy and prosperous as the EstaLlishment of the English 
Laws and Trial Ly Jury. 

Sir William Scott was of Opinion that the last Treaty in the 
year 180G bound this Country to a preservation of the Laws of the 
Colony, but I have since learnt from that Gentleman he has 
changed that Opinion. Nothing therefore seems to stand in the 
"\Vay to prevent the Completion of an Object of such vast 
Importance both to this Country, as deriving incalculable 
Advantages from a flourishing Colony, and to the Colony itself, in 
its very vital Interests. 

The very circumstances of the times, I beg also seriously to 
submit to your Lordship, must highly favor the Scheme I have 
suggested. Independent of Patronage, on which it would not become 
me to speak, I am well persuaded that by the Adoption of this 
Scheme immediate provision might be made for Thousands, who 
are now clamouring with "\Vant. 

My Lord, I am but a poor and insignificant T ndividual, and 
without further knowledge of me, You may be inclined to consider 
my Scheme visionary and ephemeral. But I do assure your 
Lordship, that I have Leen impelled l,y a Sense of Duty to my 
Country, arnl a CharitaLle and Christian ])isposition to do all the 
good in my power to another; Arni that is the principal Inducement 
for having at this time troubled your Lordship. 

For your Lor(lship's Leiter satisfaction, 1 Leg to inform your 
Lor<lship that I am younger Brother to the Bishop of Salisbury, 
and am extremely well known to the two worthy Characters I have 
Lefore spoken of, Sir John Cradock and Mr. Pitt, Member for 
Cricklade. I have also the Honor to be well known to very many 
Members of the House of Commons. 

Trusting to your Lordship's Liberality and Candour to excuse 
tho LiLerty of thi, long Address, I have &c. 

(Signed) RB. Frnmm. 
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[Enclosure in the aboYe.] 

To WILLIAM W11nERFORCE, J<:sQ., :U.P. 

Srn,-Ilaving on every occasion proved yourself the friend of 
suffering humanity, I shall venture to address you without further 
preface or apology, on a subject to which I cannot but he per­
suaded you will most cheerfully pay every attention; because it 
is one which involves the feelings of humanity with the duties of 
a Christian. At the present moment too, while such an interest 
is exerted as to the state of our "\Vest India Islands, and the con­
dition of slavery there, it may not be unseasonable to you to know 
the state and condition of the slaves in one of our most valuable 
colonies, the Cape of Good Hope. I have bad occasion to remark 
generally on the very lax state of the religion of that colony, in 
a little Work I lately put forth to the world, intilled " Tlt(', 

Importance of the Cape of Good Hope as ct Colony to Grrat 
Britain." I have there stated, as a fact not to lie disputed, that 
the murder of a slave or Hottentot is not considered a crime 
deserving the punishment of death. The murder of infants 
generally passes by unrcgarJe<l ; and I have instanced the report 
made to me by an officer of very respectable character in the 
93rd regiment, of his having himself seen the uodies of no kss 
than thirteen infants lyiug exposeJ on the l>each, awl no inciuiry 
made. During my own residence in Cape Town, ihe l>odies of 
three white infants WE-re discovered lying on the l>each, and still 
no inquiry made. 

I have also mentioned a fact within my own kuowlellge, of the 
temerity of a man who appealed to the Uoveruor as to the 
supposed hardship of his case, a1lhongh he was nut condemned to 
death by the Dutch laws for the wilful murder of a Jluttentot, 
hut sentenced lo a punishment comparatively trilling, and hor<lcr­
ing on the ridiculous. This case, I be lieve, has IJeen oflieially 
reported to Government, by that excellent man, the late worthy 
Governor, Sir J. :F. Cradock. 

The crime of incest is puu1iely known to exist in Cape Town, 
and there are now in Englancl persons capaule of proving the 
fact; buL so lightly is this crime considered, that there is nu 
instance of its ever having Leen punished. :Nay, it almost sh<wks 
me to relate, that not lung since, a wretch was known to exist iu 
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the colony, who proudly boaste<l, that he had washetl the Llacka­
moor white : in other terms, that he had himself produced several 
generations. 

But short of such dreadful cases as I have here mentioned, it is 
but too true that an universal state of depravity, a general want 
of principle, au<l most abominable corruption of manners pervades 
the whole colouy. Can we, then, be surprised at the dreadful 
state of the poor slaves in it,? 

It is well known to every one, in the least acquainted with 
Cape Town, that there are a number of people who subsist 
entirely on the wages of their slaves for hire, and the female 
slaves are let out by their mistresses at so much per week to 
Europeans, for the sole purpose of prostitution; and there still, I 
believe, lives in that town, a woman of considerable note, an<l 
who is seen every day parading to church, attended by slaves, 
with her books, stool, and cushion, and visited by all the superior 
Dutch people, that derives a very considerable income from this 
most shocking and infamous trade. 

I know it has been asserted that the slaves of the Cape are 
better treated by their masters, undergo fewer hardships, aml arc 
in all respects much better off than the slaves in the West Indies. 
Bnt this is a point I will never concede. I am free to admit, that 
there arc few instances of the murder of slaves, because being 
considered as a valuable property, a man will no more kill his 
slave than he will kill his horse, while he bas strength to work. 
But when a slave is no longer able to work, his condition becomes 
dreadful in the extreme. He is h:ft ahnosL literally to starve. 

The slave of the Ca.pc have not the advantages tlrnt those in the 
"\Vest Indies have, of obtaining small possessions and. habitations 
of their own, nor are there anything like families, but a pro­
miscuous intercourse generally prevails among the sexes. The 
endearing relations of husband and wife are unknown to them. 
They nre in,liscrirniuately thrown into one room, called the slarn­
lodgc, which ewry family has; ancl excepting the article of fish, 
which in Cape Town, is in tho greatest possible plenty, the poor 
slaves have, for the most part, to seek their own provisions, tho 
master most h II ma ncly gi viug them the prico of their labour on 
the saLliath, to proeure the sustenance of the following ,rnek. 
This practice leads Lo the mo t abominable profanation of the 
Rrthbath; for all the business of Cape Town is transacted on a 

N 
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Sunclay. And this starving conclition of the slaves leads to the 
commission of every kind of theft. 

Miserable ancl wretched as is the condition of the bodies of the 
poor slaves, much less consideration is had for their souls. They 
are not considered at, all in the light of human beings, for they 
have scarcely anything like language, being never tau<rht to 
speak ; but even thought more valuable on that account. It 
cannot, therefore, be matter of surprise that for the most part 
these poor people have no knowledge or belief in a Divine Author 
of all things, nor any expectation of a future state. Except some 
few Malay slaves, who appear to have some indistinct notions of 
religion, and hold meetings at stated periods, the bulk of slaves, 
not only have no place of worship, but are absolutely prohibited 
from entering any place of that sort ; and they are not even 
allowed burial, with what are called Christians. An instance 
occurred while I was in the colony, of a slave happening to be 
burie,l in a burying-ground with Christians : although the body 
had been interred m:-my days, it was taken up by the Dutch 
Authorities, as having defiled the place. In Cape Town, slaves 
always attend their masters and mistresses to the church door, 
but on no account enter, but sit in rows on the outside during the 
service. Should any one attempt to teach a slave, it would be 
thought an infringement of the laws, and a complaint would 
immediately be made to tho ]Tiscal, or common prosecutor, who is 
sufficiently astute in discovering offences, real or supposed, which 
are always punished by fines, which go into his own pocket or the 
members of the court of justice; and the poor slave would besides 
receive the most horrid punishment in what is callr.d the trunk or 
common gaol. I have heard the mode of it from ~evcral English, 
who haYe been eye-witnesses, and who descril>e it as infinitely 
more severe and more dreadful than any inflicted in any of our 
colonies on the other sicle of the Atlantic. I must l1erc oh erve 
that the punishment of the slaves is entirely at the will and 
pleasure of the masters. No trial is had, no examination or 
in!]_uiry takes place, but for any real or imaginary offence or trans­
gression, the poor slave is sent by the master, at pleasure, to the 
trunk for punishment, in the proportion he choo, s, measuring it 
out by the quantum of money sent with the unfortunate object 
for the purpose. In the meanwhile, it is considered as an offence 
even to suppose the master to be capable of wrong to bis scrrnnt; 
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and I remember an action to have been brought against an 
English officer, for a libel, in saying that the master had been 
guilty of cruelty to a slave, when the poor object bore on all parts 
of her body visible and indisputable marks of the most abominable 
cruelty. While these poor creatures are thus treated and held 
in this degraded state, you will not be surprised that they are 
never allowed to give evidence, either on oath or otherwise, and 
therefore exist in a much less protected state than the hares and 
pheasants, and even the rabbits of this country. They must not, 
aJ1d they cannot complain. 

A practice has for many years obtained at the Cape, for which 
at that place an order of council from tbis country is pleaded as 
a sanction, of binding out apprentice slaves, for a long term of 
years, seven, fourteen, or even twenty-one years. How far there 
be any such authority I do not pretend to determine, but of the 
abuse of it I can very well speak. I myself know two slaves, 
women, whose appearance would justify me in guessing them at 
the age of forty years at least, who have often related to me that 
they have been in that condition ever since they were children, 
and are always told by their masters that the time of their 
apprenticeship is not yet expired, but they have still one year 
more to serve. The case of poor ]\ aria Theresa, a slave to the 
present President of the Court of Justice, having already found its 
way into the public prints of this country, it is unnecessary for me 
to add more upon it. But it is much to be lamented that odium 
and censure was the only return made for all the pains and 
trouble taken on the occasion by an English gentleman, whose 
pbilanthropy and goodness of heart will ever reflect upon him the 
highest credit, and entitle him to the love and esteem of every 
friend of humanity and Christianity. I regret that I cannot pay 
the same tribute to the master of the slave, who, one would have 
thought, should have been the protector of injured innocence. 

I beg here to observe, that in drawing this truly humiliating 
picture of human nature, I speak of what I have seen, and know 
myself to be generally the case. That there are families where 
the slaves are very differently treated, I am ready to admit; and 
in some, I have really witnessed very kind masters and mistresses ; 
hut at the same time I must be allowed to say, that the instances 
are but rare. 

While on this part of the case I cannot forhear mentioning a 
N ~ 
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circumstance that happened <luring rn • stay at the Cape :-a slaYc 
trade-ship, bound from the Mozambi,tue coast to Hio .Tanciro, in 
her passage, off J<'alse Bay, lost her rudder, and put into f-imon's 
Bay to refit. I went on bmml of her, and fournl, [ think, abnnL 
500 :Mozambique slaYes, of all ages and sexes. It was shortly 
discovered that the ship (althou11h actually in the Portngncse 
trade,) was an English bottom, arnl therefore seized and con­
demned as prize by the British Court of .Admiralty. The slaves 
were put on shore, and under the before-mentioned suppo ed 
authority of an order of council, were bound out apprentices by 
the collector of the customs for the space of fourteen years, to 
people of every description, not only English, Dutch, and French 
settlers, but even to officers in the British army. The iudentures 
of many of these apprentices I have myself seen, and for which 
the collector of the customs charged the masters and mistresses of 
the apprentices to the amount of about two guineas. Very many 
questions, I am aware, may and will arise upon these facts; but 
the most material, for the present purpose, may be thaL of the 
justice and propriety of a slavery imposed in an English colony, 
although for a limited period. 

Such then is the melancholy picture of the state of slavery in 
the colony of the Cape, which so far from having exaggcmte,l, I 
have been hort in my description; for of the dreadful cruelties 
of individuals, of the Dutch masters to their slaves, I have been 
informed of such a catalogue, as would tire hy the bare relation, 
while it would fill the milHl with horror and disgmit-arnl I al. o 
could speak much of my own knowledge. Can such a pictnre as 
this be viewed, without claiming our instant commis<•ration arnl 
compassion? Surely not! Nor shoul<l I have <li,r.har"ed my 
own duty, had I not endeavoured to awaken others to a due sen e 
of the wrongs of thousands, who, in addition to the miiwries of 
slavery, experience from the harllcst of masters the mo t severe 
treatment in this life, all(l are utterly shut out and e. clude<l from 
all knowledge and hope of the future. 

I must observe, that neither the :Hozambir1ue any more than 
the Malay slaves, are deficient in intellect, which Rome of the 
Hottentots, even in an improved state, certainly are. The Mozam­
bique slaves are the mo t numerous and healthy race, and are 
generally extremely docile and tractable. ·with proper manacrc­
ment and instruction they oon become good servant , and ea'-ily 
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attain a sufficiency of language for the ordinary purposes of life, 
all(l have minds ctqmhle uf cultini.tion. 

In the indentures uf apprenticeship, before alluded to, are 
clauses, not only for the proper maintenance and clothing of these 
poor people, hut for the instruction of them in the Christian 
rPligiun, and for baptizing them. To attention, however, is paid 
towards an enforcement uf the. e clauses, nor ever will, while the 
I>utth masters hold as a principle-that ignorance constitutes a 
good r,lave. Arnl a long as the l>utch laws continue in force at 
the ( 'ape, su lung will the wretched state of the poor slaves 
eontinue. 

Before anything can he done tuwards enlightening the minds of 
the~c unfortunate beings, we mu ·t fir't endeavour to ameliorate 
their condition. The promiscuous intercourse of the sexes should 
aL once he abolished, which would haYe a doubly good effect. 
Antl the observance of the sabbath, if only as a day of re t, would 
operate most wonderfully on their minds, and they would soon be 
brought to con ider it in an infinitely more exalted point of view; 
when by instruction they would be taught to rejoice in it, as a 
day not only of rest from their labours, but a day set apart by 
God himself to he spent in prayer and thanhgiYing. 

Schools of instruction, if under tu,c authority of the British 
Government, might easily lle established, to which the masters 
should he compcllecl to send their slaves : and an attendance of 
the slaves sliuulcl he enforcml at Divine Service in the chmches, 
even before baptism. 

This woul<l he the only method of making thousands of our 
fellow creatures l'omfortable in this life, and affording them 
reasonable hopes of an hereafter. But, so long as the Dutch 
< :ovemrn 1nt i' to be the Oovermnent of that colony, arnl the laws 
now c ·isting tl1ere are to continue, all prospect of bettering the 
condition of the sla'!es, or en}i11htenincr their minds, is nugatury 
all(l impo. silJle. 

\Vlll'n urn·e brought into this arnencled state, it wonlcl he 
e ·trernely advisable to encouracrc the puor slarns, lly giving 
separate lmbitaticrns, and small pieces of larnl to cultivate as 
gardens, to such as might lm inducecl to li, e in a conjugal sta e, 
\\hich wonlcl soon liecume high! • re p ctecl. ,\rnl, even in an 
int •rcsLl'<l point of ,it>w, the i11trud11ction of marrincre "·onlrl 
be "-uon found to have th• 1111kt beuctidal cffoC'ts, hy the imTc, c 
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of population, which is now exceedingly hindered by the present 
shameful promiscuous intercourse between the sexes. 

Should it ultimately be determined to introduce to the colony 
of the Cape an English Constitution, with English laws, and trial 
hy jury, a measure anxiously wished for and desired, not only uy 
British settlers but uy those of all other countries, ancl even the 
Dutch themselves, who arc heartily sick anu tirecl of the tyranny 
and oppression of the Courts and what are called the Homan 
Laws ; it must be an inclispensable necessity to estaulish the 
English language as the general language of the country, and in 
this and no other should the ·laves be educated. \Vhile resident 
myself in the colony, I experienced the greatest inconvenience 
of finding in all the public oflices, military as well as civil, 
the use of different languages ; as Dutchmen and Africans 
had crept into every department, which ought more properly 
to have been filled by English-even in the l'aymaster General's 
ofilcc, Commissary's office, &c., &c. It might, perhaps, be thought 
unfair to exclude natives altogether; but speaking and writing 
fluently anu grammatically the English language, ought to be an 
irnlispen able condition and qualification for the holding of any 
office what oever under the Government. 

ln the little Treatise I before allucle<l to, I have alreacly gone so 
folly into the present state of the laws as now (•xi ting all(l en force, l 
in the colony of '..he Cape of C:oocl Hope, that it woul<l he snp(•r­
fluous in this place to say more upon the subject, trusting that it 
must be evident to every thinking mincl, that the state of slavery 
in that colony can never be amencled or amelioratecl 1m<ler them. 
The entire abolition of slavery, if such an idea ever exi. Led, 
is wil<l and visionary; while every pos. ihle exertion coutrihntin~ 
to the happine s and comfort of those, who seem, as it wer • 
<le ·i'.rnecl by Providence, to e,·ist in the peculiar rank of life they 
are plaee<l, becomes a bouJHlen (luty of every Chri tian arnl friend 
of h11manity. Let the ml'a ures I harn pointed 011t he strictly 
attenued to, and the state and cornlitiou of slaves in f-outh •rn 
Africa would be nothing inferior to the ordinary class of most 
of the manufacturing poor of this country, all(l infinit •ly better 
than that of the labouring poor. 

1 b •g to assure you, :-,ir, that while it affords me infinite 
atisfaction to find that you so nobly persevere in the g11u11l cause 

of humanity, I am my. elf no Mty interested or influencc<l by 
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a different motive : and could we but rouse in others the same 
sentiments, how glorious might we hope to be the success of a 
scheme that has so truly laudable an object in view! I have &c. 

(Signed) R. B. FISHER. 

[ Office Copy.] 

Letter jro1n Lo1m BATHURST to LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

CoLOsIAL OFFICE, lGt/1 September 181G. 

MY L01rn,-I have the honour to acknowledge the Receipt of 
your Lordship's Dispatch No. 57 transmitting a Request on the part 
of Colonel Cuyler to be exonerated from the payment of Quit rent 
on a grant of Land already made to hirn in perpetuity, and 
to acquaint you that altho' I concur with you in considering the 
Loss which the Public would thereby sustain as little worthy of 
Consideration in this Individual Case, yet I deem it highly 
inexpedient to establish a precedent for an abandonment of the 
quit rents which are too small to be a Burthen upon the Holders 
of the Lauds, and which in 110 degre affect the Tenure. Altho' 
therefore I should have been happy to evince my Sense of Colonel 
Cuylcr's services in the Uolony, I do not feel myself at Liberty to 
accede to his Hequest, which I conceive would establish a prece­
dent inconvenient in itself, and likely in its effects hereafter to be 
prejudicial to the Interests of the Colony. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

f Office Copy.] 

f,dl11· frmn Lonn BATHUR8T to L01m CrrAHLES So~rnn, ET. 

( 'oLo~IAL OFFICE, 171h Septeml1er 181G. 

MY LORD,- Adverting to your Lordship's communication con­
taining an Application from Mr. HechH•rts van Bloklan<l soliciting 
the Hclca1:;e of certain effects and Property which had been seized 
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at the Custom House, I have the honour to acquaint your Lord­
ship that the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury have ordered 
the Restoration of the Articles in question. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATIIUHST. 

[ Original.] 

Letler from Lo1w CnAHLES SOMERSET to EAltL BATHURST. 

CAPE OF GooD lloPE, Hllh Septemuer 181G. 

11¥ LoRD,-Tieferring to my Dispatch No. 62, in which, under 
the heads of "Auditor of Accounts and Fiscal," of the annexed 
"Statement of the duties of the Civil Servants of this Settlement," 
I had the honour of preparing Your Lordship for a consideration 
of the claims of the Deputy Fiscal and of the Auditor's Clerk to 
further remuneration. I now beg to submit to Your Lordship 
that the Deputy Fiscal's Aalary shall be increased from :moo 
Rixdollars to 4,500, and the Aalary of the Auditor's Clerk from 
800 Rixdollars to 1200, both lo take place from the 1st of July 
last. 

The predecessor of Mr. Borcherds, the present Deputy :Fiscal, 
had a Salary of fiOOO Hixdollars, and \\ hen Mr. Borchenls took 
his present office from being Secretary to the Stellenbosch District, 
it was under the impression that he would lie entitled to an 
increase io the same amount, after that he shoultl ha,ve served as 
Deputy Fiscal three years. 

The unremitting duties of the police and the constant attendance 
required of this Magistrate, I should trust, will ho sufliciently 
obvious to Your Lordship, and enable you to sanction my solicita­
tion to be allowed to make this usual increase of Mr. Borchenls' 
present Salary. I am bound to say lhat it will be <liflicult, if 
J\Ir. Borcherds should quit his Station to unite so much assiduity 
and information in Lhe person who i;hould succeed him. 

The very great duties thrown upon the Auditor by the late 
regulations of His Majesty's Treasury, require greater assistance 
than what he at present has, and I have, therefore, been under 
the nece sity of allowing him to take another clerk at the low 
Salary of 700 Rixdollars, being little more than £70 at the present 
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rate of Exch:1nge, and I beg your Lordship's further sanction 
to the increase of the fir t clerk's Salary from 800 to I '..WO 
Rixdollars as before stated. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HE};RY SOMERSET. 

l Original. J 

Lcllcr from Lortn CII,\.ULES So:\rnRSET to E.rn1 BATHURST. 

CAI'E OF GooD HoPE, September HJth 1816. 

l\fy Lonn,-By His Majesty's Ship Falmouth, which arrived 
here on the 12th instant, I had the honour to receive instructions 
through His Royal Highness the Commander in Chiefs Military 
~ecrctary for the embarkation of the 83rd :Foot for Ceylon. 

This reduction of the Force under my command will con­
sequently take place as soon as the detachments in the interior 
can be called in and the officer commanding the Naval Force herP­
shall have provided sufficient tonnage for the embarkation of thr 
corps. But, my Lord, however painf 1 it is to me to entreat a 
reconsideration of any measure which His Majesty's Government 
at home from more enlarged views of the circumstances of our 
widely extended Empire have thought proper to adopt, yet that 
duty whieh I mn called 11pon to perform in the preservation of 
this Rett]ement to His Majesty necessitates my laying before 
your Lordship in strong, hut not exaggerated terms, the dangers 
which are to he apprehended should this GaITison not be reinforced 
at an early period. 

I had the honour in my despatch dated the 20th of ,June last " 
to submit, to your Lordship thai the reduced duties of this Colony 
re(1uire1l a force of not less than 4,000 men, aud more receuily, iu 
rny communirntion No. 62 I grounded the calculations there 
iieees:-;ar,r upon this supposition. Every day's e.·perience con-
' inces me that it would l>c impolitic and urnmfe to keep a lPss 
force than 1,100 men upon the Eastern :Frontier, and I am also 
daily more and more impressed with the necessity of composing 
that force of British troops. This large cletaelunent fiom the 
Ganison of this place and its dcpcndcncic has arduous and 
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harassing duties to perform, it not only has to guarcl a frontier of 
300 miles against the encroachments, assassinations, and depreda­
tions of the savage hordes of the Border, but the occurrences of 
last year prove that the presence of British troops is necessary for 
interior tranquillity. 

The removal of the 83rcl Regiment is not, as your Lordship 
knows, the only reduction this army has undergone, but it has 
been further diminished by the reduction of the three companies 
of the Royal Artillery from 120 men in each Company to 63, ancl 
by the disbanding of the Artillery drivers amounting to 8G men. 
The remaining battalions of Infantry are the 1st Battalion GOth 
and the 72n<l Regiment, the latter consisting only of 650 men, of 
which 300 at least must relieve the 400 of the 83rd Regiment now 
detached in the interior; add to which that the duties of the 
remaining outposts require upon the smallest calculation 400 men, 
and your Lordship will immediately perceive the weakness which 
results. 

I have been under the necessity of sayincr that the detachments 
of the 83rcl Regiment "must" he relieved by the 72nd Foot, in 
orcler that I might explain to your Lordship that it became at a 
former period expedient to remove the GOth Regiment from those 
duties which from their scattered nature required men of the 
steadiest character. The men of the Battalion in question are all 
foreigners excep!i 14 deserters from other armies. Ilestless in 
their characters, anxious to return to their own countries or at any 
rate to be removed from the sameness of this distant establish­
ment, men so circumstanced, looking so wistfully for change, 
without attachment to the Government which supports them, 
appear to be ill calculated for associating with the lower class 
of inhabitants of a recently acr1uired country, whose principles 
are not yet by any means fixed, and the inconvenience has been 
senRihly felt and remarked. Add to these considerations that the 
police duties of this place re<1uire a vigilance which in former 
times was not necessary, and it is impossible to disguise from 
our·elves that the questions with respect to slavery which have 
been agitated and canvassed in all societies of late years have 
excited feelings in lhe Black population here not antecedently 
adverted to, nor can I omit stating to your Lor<l ·bip that the 
recent occurrences al Baruadoes have caused in this to,rn a trong 
sensation. 
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\Vhen it is remarked how much more numerous the blacks are 
than the whiteR, it will ue obvious that caution is essential, and 
that the Executi\·e Government should have the means of showing 
the greatest energy and firmness, if ever a spirit of insubordination 
should manifest itself. The Black population amounts altogether 
to 48,000 souls, not dangerous perhaps if assembled and marching 
to the capital, but extremely so if ever instigated by disaffected 
foreigners or others to add their strength, or any considerable 
portion of it, to that of the savages who are already so troublesome 
to our borders. But, my Lord, supposing the 1st Battalion of the 
uOlh Ilegiment was not composed of the description of men I have 
alluded to, still the removal of the 83rd Regiment will leave this 
place with a ]force inadequate to the duties, as your Lordship will 
perceive from the enclosed detailed returns, and that Force will 
be daily diminished from the nature of the enlistment of the men 
of the uOth Ilegiment. The present strength of the Battalion is 
951, of which 217 become entitled to their discharges in the course 
of tho present year, and 541 more in the course of the next (1817), 
when the Battalion will of course be reduced to 103 rank and file, 
which circumstance has been already stated to Sir Henry Tonens 
and to tho Adjutant General in communications of the 3rd March 
and 20th June last. IL is true that I have been urge<l. to make 
every exertion to in<l.uce the men to re-enlist as their engagements 
expire, but upon communication with the Commanding Officer I 
do 11ot entertain much hope of ultimate success. I enclose to your 
Lordship an e.·tract from a letter of Lieutenant Colonel .Andrews 
(Comumrnling this Battalion) on this subject to my Military 
Secretary, from which your LordHhip will have further insight into 
the state of tho corps in question. I am to add to this reasoning 
that the measure of disbarnling the Cape Regiment so frequently 
urge<l from hence and which your Lordship in your despatch of 
10th February states to be a measure which His Majesty's Oovern­
ment at home is anxious to have eITected, must for the pre ·ent be 
entirely set a ·i<lc. 

It is rny wish on all occasions to put faithfully before your 
Lordship all the circumstances of the trust reposed in me, and 
in doing so at the present moment I hope that your Lordflhip will 
be im1n·cssetl that I am complying with an cs,;ential ancl important 
duty, arnl that yonr Lonlship will he fully convince1l of tho 
absolute necessity which compels me to solicit the early reinforce-
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meut of this command by a Battalion of equal strength to the 
83rd He~iment (about to <1uit this station) and by another in time 
to meet the deficiency which will occur in 1817 by the expiration 
of the service of the men of the 1st Battalion of the 60th specified 
in the n,turn. I have &c. 

(Signed) CIIAilLES lIEXRY So::-.rERSET. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter jl'o;n I.orm BATHURST to Lonn CHARLES So:m-:mmT. 

C ,>LO)<IAL OFFICE, 24th Septrmber lSlfl. 

l\l Y Lo1rn,-I have the honour of transmitting to Your Lordship 
an Extract of a Letter addressed by J\fr. R B. :Fisher to Mr. 
\Vilberforoe, and since published, i:c. which it is stated that the 
Crime of Infanticide generally prevails at the Cape of CooJ Hope, 
and that an Officer of the 03rd Hegiment has stated himself to 
have seen no less than thirteen munlered Infants lying on the 
]~each without any Enquiry as to the Manner in which they lost 
their lives. Altho' from the inaccuracy of other Statements 
respecting the Colony contained in the same Letter to Mr. Wilber­
force, I am disposed to pay but little Attention to l\lr. ]?isher's 
unsupp01tcd Assertions, yet as the Uase to which the Extrac-t 
refers is of so aggravated a Nature and is to a certain degree 
supported by other Testimony, l cannot but consi<ler it as 
requiring Investigation. I have therefore to desire that your 
Lordship will institute immediate Enc1uiry into the Circumstance' 
of the Case, in or<lcr to ascertain the degree of Credit to whieh 
the 'tatement is entitled, and to discover whether the Crime of 
Infanticide asserted to be so generally prevalent in the Colony 
prevails more at the Cape than elsewhere. Your Lordship will 
not fail to report to me the Hesult of Your Enquiries. 1 have ( ·c. 

(Signed) BATHUHST. 
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[ Original. J 
Lcttcl' from BE~JAMIN Moonrn, EsQRE., to 

ALEXANDER Mcfa;AY, ESQRE. 

189 

5:-l GnEEN STREET, GnoSVENOR SQUARE, Septeml1er 26th 1816. 

DE.\R Srn,-1 enclose herewith a letter ad<lressed to 1fr. Goldburn 
requesting to know what extent of land it is intended to grant to 
me at the Cape. Y OUT kindness in offering to forward it to him 
has in1lnced me to trouble you with a sketch of the views, which, 
the little information my opportunities have hitherto enabled me to 
collect on the subject of this speculation, has led me to take of it. 

The first thing to be considered is the part of the colony to fix 
upon for settling in, the difficulties of deciding on which at so 
great a tlistance it is impossible to get rid of. I should therefore 
wish that the order for the Grant allowed me to pitch on my 
situation without of course interfering with the vested right of any 
individual. It is not my wish to be near the Cape, because, I 
conceive the example of the Dutch Colonists would be injurious to 
the habits of industry which the repayment of my capital as well 
as the individual success of the settlers will depend sq much upon. 
If GoYermnent therefore intends to reserrn any lands which 
might be considered valuable on account of their neighhourhoo1l 
to the Cape, I sec few objections to my choice being limited to the 
districts of Zwollendam arnl Craafl' Hey not, the most distant of the 
fonr into which the (;olony is divided. 

The next thing to Le attended to is the quantity. In the out­
line you have Reen of my plan which was intended to have been 
submiUed for the approliation of Government, I state1l thcreuy six 
square miles with a power to the Governor to grant more if he 
judged it necessary, as the extent re1p1ired for the accommo<lation 
of my people. This I (li1l by the advice of a Gentleman from the 
Uape with whom I have l1een fortunate enough to meet in tlii1 
country ; arnl from his statements on the suhjcct it is proLaLle 
that any ohjection to the extent must originate in want of informa­
tion 011 the vahw of the land and the mauner of occupying it. Ou 
recurring to :\Ir. Barrqw's work I find that the extent of a lu11 ,1, 

/11n,i which is almost the only denomination of quantity in the 
distant parts of the colony is nine square miles, or half an hour's 
walk in eYery clirection from a point in the centre of it, and tl1at 
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from the manner of laying them out loan farms are generally 
double that size. For this the hoer who possesses it pays a rent 
or fen duty of 24 Ilixdollars or £2-8-0, and on that CO)l(lition 
holds in fact the fee simple of the lands, and that gentleman has 
informed me that since the publication of his book the occupiers 
have been allowed to purchase them entirely. If it is considered 
that with the exception of the banks of the perio<lical rivers a 
great part of it is only fit for grazing, this ext •nt cannot be too 
much for a family. Four times as much I should hardly think 
too extensive for the accommodation of perhaps some hundreds. 
However it would answer nearly as well if I was allowed to 
select at first a spot of the size of a loan farm with a promise on 
the part of government that an additional quantity woul<l he 
granted in proportion to the number of families to lie provided for, 
the minimum of which for each family should be fixed. It is 
partly by limiting the settlers to the small extent necefisary for 
the cultivation of the vine and furniahing the means of subsistence, 
and to the profits to be derived from the application of the surplus 
to pasturage that I truPt for preserving their habits of industry and 
reimbursing myself. 

An assurance that the agreements with me entere1l into by the 
settlers in this country will be srn;tained at the Cape of Uood Hope 
seems also to be necessary. 

That I may add as little as possible in future to tht> trouble this 
business has already given you, I shall advert to miother point on 
which any promise from government is ralher to be w i. hell than 
expected at present. 

·when a few individuals from this country have . etllell in a 
distant part of the colony, it has been usual to create a new di. trict 
or division, and appoint one of them the civil magi lrate i11 it in 
order to avoid interference with the Dutch eoloni ts. That my 
appointment to that situation over the people I carry out woul<l lie 
the natural conse<1uenee of tho success of my speculation I have 
heen told by some who have been long resident at the 'ape; hut 
it would be desirable at first tliat no person mHtequaiutetl with 
the customs of the Highlanders luul a righL to intl!rferc in the 
int<>rnal regulations of their settlement. This is however a matt •r 
of minor importance. ·with great r ·spect, 1 am &c. 

(~igned) Bi:.·J.\. n.· ~'\foonrn. 
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L Office Copy.] 

Letter front LORD BATIIURST to LORD CHARLES so~rnRSET. 

DOWNING STREET, 29th Septrmber 1816. 

MY LORD,-I transmit to your Lordship an Application which 
has been addressed to me by an Inhabitant of Liverpool requesting 
information concerning a Legacy which he alledges has been 
bequeathed to him by a Helation deceased at the Cape of Good 
Hope; and I have to request your Lor(lship will be pleased to 
cause enquiry to be made into the ::5tate of the Case and report to 
me thereupon. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

[Office Copy.J 

Letter front LORD BATIIURST to LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

DOWNING STREET, 30th September 1816. 

]\fy Lom>,-I have 'the honour to transmit to your Lordship the 
accompanying Extract of a Treasury .Minute containing a proposetl 
Arrangement for the Establishment of a Branch of the Store 
Keeper General's J>epartrnent at the Cape of Good Hope; and in 
compliance with the Request of that Boanl, I have to desire that 
your Lonl~hip \\·ill afford every facility in your power for carrying 
the proposecl Arrangement into effoct. I have &c. 

BATHURST. 

[Oflice Copy. I 
Lcttrr frou1. Lonn BATIIUitST to Lorm CHARLES Rm.rnnsr:T. 

DOWNING i-1TRP.ET, 30th S1ptembcr 1816. 

l\fy Lmw,-The Emperor of Au:-stria having exprc:-sst·d ii Desire 
to be supplied with the Sce<ls of the choicest, Plants which are 
the I>roduce of the 'ape of Good Hope, I have recei, cd the Com­
mantls of His Hoyal Highness The l'riucc Regent to desire that 
your Lordship will give l>irections for collecting them and trans-
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mitting them to me with as little Delay as the Circumstances 
will admit. 

I am also to call your particular Attention to the Necessity of 
the Seeds being well dried and purified from Insects previously to 
their being packed, and to their being protected as far as possible 
from the Effects of Damp. 

In order to prevent Confusion it will also be necessary to affix 
to each parcel the Name of the Plant of which it may contain the 
Seed. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

[Copy.] 

Proclamation by LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

Concerning the creation of new to replace worn out paper 
money. 

4th October 1816. 

[Copy.] 

Governrnent Advertisement. 

Notice is hereby given, that, in order to insure greater regularity 
and security in dispatching the Mails to and from the Interior of 
this Colony, His Excellency The Governor and Commander-iu­
Chief has been pleased to establish a Post Office at each Drostdy, 
and to sanction the following Appointments: 

Mrs. Wrankmore, Posimi.siress at the Paarl. 
Mr. J. C. Winterbach, Postmaster at Tulbagh. 
Mr. W. Kleyn, ditto at Caledon. 
Mr. W. C. Kuys, ditto at Zwellendam. 
Mr. H. S. du Toii, ditto at George. 
Mr. P. F. A. Stockenstrom, ditto at Graaff-Reynet. 

Cape of Good Hope, 4th October 1816. 

By Command of His Excellency the Governor. 

(Signed) H. ALEXANm;R, Colonial Secretary. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from the REVEREND GEORGE BURDER to EARL DATIIURST. 

!II!SSIOYARY RooMs, OLD JEWRY, 10 October 181G. 

MY LoRn,-The facilities with which his l\Iajesty's Government 
have always heen ready to favour the Missionary Society embolden 
me lmmuly to re1pwst that your Lordship ·will have the goodness 
to indulge them with a short letter to the Governor of the Cape of 
Good Hope (Lord Somerset) stating that the following persons are 
sent to Africa with your Lordship's permission, viz. Messrs. Taylor, 
Moffat, Kitchinman, Evans, and Brownlee. These persons are 
sent out to assist in teaching the Natives (some in Namaqualancl 
and others in Caffraria) and in promoting Agriculture, Civilization, 
anJ good order. 

Lately a commencement has been made among the Caffres, with 
the permission and encouragement of the Colonial Government, as 
the most probable means of securing the peace lately restored 
there, and of attaching them to the British Government. 

As the persons above mentioned are to sail in a day or two in 
the Alacrity, a speedy line will exceedingly oblige the Directors 
of the Missionary Society, for whom I have &c. 

(Signed) GEO. BuRDER, Secretary. 

[Original.) 

lrttn· from the Vrc.\R AI'OSTOLIC DR. POYXTEit to 
RAHL BATI!UltST. 

CASTLE 1-\Tnt:ET, IloLBORN, Octnl1rr 11th 181G. 

l\fy Lmrn, -Availing myself of your Lordship's kin<l permission, 
have the honour to send to your Lordship a Copy of the 

rne111orial relating to the Calholie; InLabitants of the Cape of Good 
Hope, which my Predecessor, the late Hcvd. Dr. Douglass had 
preparell a11d wishc<l to prc~ent in the year 180G, l>ut, on account 
of Home partieufar <lifficulties at the time, did not present to his 
l\fojPsty's t1H•n principal Secretary of Stale for the Colony and 
War Dcparlmeui. The motives for urging the prayer of lhe 

xr. 0 
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Memorialist are still most strongly felt by the Catholics of the 
Cape, as has been reported to me from l)ersons who have witnosse<l 
their spiritual distre~s for want of Catholic clergymen. I cannot 
therefore but feel most grateful to your Lordship, for the kirnl 
manner in which you were pleased to interest yourself in their 
cause, when I mentioned it yesterday to your Lordship. 

With sentiments &c. 

(Signed) WILLIAM l'OYNTER, V.A.L. 

[Originnl] 

Letter frmn LORD CHARLES SOMEHSET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE OP GouD IlOPE, 15th Octob1r 181G. 

l\1Y LORD,-In my dispatch No. 42 I had the honor to inform 
Your Lordship that I had taken steps for reducing the Colonial 
Corps to an E tablishment of 500 men; but altho' the Cape 
Regiment was even for the larger Complement (800) over olflcere<l, 
yet I did not think that I had sufficient authority at that time 
to warrant my placing any of those officers on Half Pay. Your 
Lordship's dispatch No. 4G having now given me directions for 
the entire or partial reduction of the Regiment, I have availe<l 
myself of the discretion so reposed in me to reduce the number 
of Officers to a proportion adequate Lo the duties requirc<l of a 
lfattalion of its present strength. The Enclmmcl Hetnrn will shew 
Your Lordship the numher of Oflicers retaine<l in the Corps. 
Those reduced are 2 :Fiehl Oflic •rs, 4 Captains, :tll(l 12 Subalterns. 

I had formerly occasion to <lmw Your Lordship's attenti.011 to 
the circumstance of tho Half l>ay of Oflieers to he reduced from 
this Corps with a view of suggesting to Your Lonl hip the 
expediency of their <lrawiug that allowance from funds iu Euglarnl. 
The Oflicers placed 011 Half I'ay will now disper , • and return tu 
their respective Homos; it <loes not appear practicahle for them to 
receive this allowance from Colonial funtls, there lJOing none place<l 
in England applicable to thi,; object, and if each uJlicer recei rnd 
such pay here, either annually, lmlf yearly, or quart •rly, it woulcl 
he very llifficult for them or their Agents to Jill(l the means of 
remitta11ce to Englarnl. 
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Among the Officers of the Corps now reduced are Colonel 
Graham and Lieutenant Colonel Cuyler, the former is at present 
Commandant at Simon's Town upon an allowance of 10 Shillings 
per diem from the Colony and a like sum from the Military 
Chest. Lieut. Col. Cuyler is the Landdrost of Uitonhage, and he 
also commands the Troops on tho Frontier. I beg particularly to 
recommend these officers, whoso Services have frequently been 
brought to Your Lordship's notice, to your Lordship's favourable 
consideration, with the view of their being allowed to draw the 
Half Pay of their respective Regimental Ranks, together with the 
Salaries they derive from the other Official Situations which they 
fill. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SOMERSET. 

f Original.] 

Letter froin LORD CHARLES SOMERSET to EARL BATHURST. 

GOVERNMENT HousE, CAPE OF Gooo HOPE, 15th October 1816. 

' MY LoRD,-The Princess Charlotte transport arrived in this 
Harbour yesterday. By her I have learnt with the greatest 
alarm and regret that it is the intention of His Majesty's Govern­
ment early in the next Session to propose a renewal of the duties 
on Cape "\Vine, and thus to pla(l(i. the only produce of this His 
Majesty's Settlement upon no better footing than the produce of 
foreign countries. 

I hacl occasion in my despatch No. G2 to allude to the great 
consumption of British manufactures in this Colony, a consump­
tion which must increase with the population so long as the 
Merchants shall have the moans of repaying to Great Britain the 
amount of what she furnishes, and · I had then the honour of 
submitting to your Lordship tho groat loss the Mother Country 
would inevitably sustain by the system recommended, by which 
the Commissariat expenses should no longer be payable by bills 
on Eng1antl, now tho great resource for effecting those mercantile 
payments. Rtill, my Lord, the wine export held out a prospect 
of gradual improvement, and the wine merehant.-i would haYe 
endeavoured to ameliorate its quality in order to make for it 
a market the produce of which shoulu repay the British Man11fac-

v 2 
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tures, but, my Lord, the mertsurc proposed will totally frustrate 
this last hope and we shall have nothing to look forward to but 
ruin to individuals and defalcation in every braneh of the 
Itevenue. Hitherto it has been the pride of this Government to 
rest upon its own resources, and while it is known to us that the 
neighboring Isles both to the Eastward and 'Westward (althoucrh 
spots comrared with this vast territory) are of great annual 
expense to the Mother Country notwithstarnling their having 
productive exports, we haYe avoided calling for any aid, but this 
can no longer be the case with a decreased Hevenue. My Lord, 
I must repeat it, it is by the consumption of British manufacture, 
that this Colony must in a great measure pay Great Britain 
for the protection she affords it ; that consumption was in the 
years 1814 and 1815 of the value (as appears by the Custom 
house entries) of nearly 4,000,000 nixdollars, the proportion has 
not diminished this year and with clue protection it will increase. 
Is the advantage of the new system ec1ual to the loss which must 
accrue from shutting up such a Market for British production ? 
What is the advantage to be derived from the ta_·ation at a high 
rate of 4G-!5 !eagers of Cape wine which is the greatest annual 
export, that of last year ? It is really insignificant. 

Yet the doing away the market for that wine would excite 
a despair that would bring inevitaLle ruin to the Colony. The 
agriculturists have upon the faith of the protection held out 
to them taken land at a high rent from the Government and 
plauted at vast expense lo a great extent; their procluce can he no 
longer cousmne<l. The consecpwnees are olJvious. othing but 
the ehenpness of Cape wine ean in<luce a market for iL, inferior in 
quality, as it is at present to almost all other wiues, it can only 
compete ·with them in the market lJy its economy. It, is however 
e<1ually salulJrious to most wines, and those whose constitutions 
require this stimulant, in Cape wine finu. it upon terms suited to 
their moderate incomes, which the price of foreign wino ,vonld 
put it out of their power to obtain. IL is upon the, e grounds 
cbie!iy, which your Lordship's intimate knowledge of our Uolonial 
conc<•rns will readily expatiate upon, that I think it my bounden 
duty to enter my solemn protesL against this ruinous mea ure, if 
in contemplation, nrnl I solic-iL your Lordship's interference ancl 
protection for the Colonists entmsted to my caru. At a vast 
distance from .Europe, ha ,·ing few conneetions in England of 
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weight or long standing, the factors of this colony have it not in 
their power to assail the public offices in London by their repre­
sentations, as those of Lisbon and Madeira have, although they 
imagine that it is to the petty jealousies of the latter that the evil 
about to be visited upon them is principally owing. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SOMERSET. 

[Copy.] 

Letter jr01n COUNT MUNSTER, I£anovcricin Minister, to 
LORD 0ASTLEREAGII. 

BiuoHTON, October 15th 1816. 

MY Lonn,-In consequence of the Application of Sir George 
Yonge, then Governor of the Cape, my antecessor here, Baron 
Leuthe, procured in the Year 1799 from Hanover a Pastor for the 
Evangelic Lutheran congregation at Cape Town, the Revd. G. 
Hesse, to whom His Majesty's Government in January 1800 
gmnted a free passage to the Cape. The sa,id Mr. Hesse at 
present wishing to return to his Native Country and the Con­
sistory Court at Cape Town having applied to that of His 
Majesty at Hanover for a Successor, the Revd. Frederic Kauff­
mann has been selected for t~t Purpose aud will arrive in this 
Country the beginning of January. 

Having been applied to from Hanover to solicit a free Passage 
to the Cape for the said Mr. K::mffm[mn, Your Excellency will 
oblige me by procuring him the same advantage that has been 
granLe<.l to his Anteccssor. I have &c. 

(Signed) MUNSTER. 

[Original.] 

Letter jl'o1n REAR Am.mtAL MALCOLM to J. W. CROKER, EsQRE. 

Newcastle, SrncJN's BAY, IGth October 1816. 

Sm,-I have the honor to transmit to you herewith, for the 
information of the Lords Commissioners of the Atlmirulty, a copy 
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of a letter, together with copies of its enclosures, which I havo 
received from Commissioner Sir J. Brenton, Dart., submitting to 
me the expediency of appropriating the Enm hired brig to tho 
service of the dockyard, for the very satisfactory reasons therein 
assigned ; and to request you will inform their Lordships, that 
I perfectly concur with him in opinion respecting this vessel, and 
have in consequence given Lieutenant Forster, commanding her, 
an order to put himself in that vessel under the Commissioner's 
command, and to follow his orders for his further l:Jl'Oceedings, or 
until their Lordships' pleasure is known. 

And I beg to add that without this vessel I have not the means 
of conveying from Plettenberg's Ray during the ensuing smmner 
the timber intended for the dockyard here, as the Hyena store-ship 
will have sufficient employment during that period in removing 
naval stores from Table Bay to Simon's Bay. I have &c. 

(Signed) PULTNEY MALCOLM, Commander in Chief. 

[Original.] 

Letter fr01n REAR ADMIRAL MALCOLM to J. w. CROKER, ESQRE. 

Newcastle, RrnoN's BAY, lG!h Octob1r 181G. 

Sm,-In return to your letter of lhe 29th March last, signi­
fying to me the direction of the Lords Commissiouers of the 
Admiralty to take an early opportunity after my arrival on 
the Cape Station of considering whether the Naval Hospital at the 
Cape of Good Hope may not be altogether <lispcnsecl with, and 
whether the Military Hospital at St. Helena might not afford room 
to the small numbers of sick the Squadron can probably have: 
and stating that in that case their Lonlships consider the Naval 
surgeon attending on General Buonaparte might imperinteml the 
naval part of the hospital, I request you will inform their Lord­
ships, that after having bestowed all duo consi1lern.tion on the 
subject, and kept in mind thaL tho Cape will again liecome the 
general llendezvous of the Squadron on the death of General 
Bnonnparte, I am of opinion for that reason, but more particularly 
whilst the establishment of the Dockyard is kept up, that it would 
not be advisable to do away with the hospital establishment; 
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some reduction may be made in it; and I enclose for their Lord­
ships' information a statement of the present expences of the 
EstaLlishment, with my oLservations on that point. 

"Whilst there are few patients in the hospital, the agent might 
perhaps be dispensed with; Lut in that case the surgeon would 
require a clerk, whose salary added to the half-pay of the agent 
must be deducted from the saving that would arise from the 
reduction of that oflice. 

Mr. Chenoweth the agent has been long in the Service and 
bears an excellent character. 

With regard to the Military Hospital at St. Helena affording 
room to the sick of the Squadrou, and to the surgeon attending on 
Gcueml Buonaparte SUJJerinternling the naval part of it, I haYc to 
observe that it is too small to accommodate the military now on 
the faland, and that the atien1lance of Doctor O'~feara is constantly 
rc11uired at Limgwood. 

Sir (~corge Cockburn will lrnve cxplainetl to their Lonbhips the 
nature of the temporary Lo:-;pital he established at St. Helt>na, 
in Lemon Valley, which answers extremely well, and will pro,tl 
quite a trifling e;-.:pence. 

Mr. \V atts, assistant surgeon of the Nc11•cadlc, had the charge 
of it, under the superintendence of the surgeon of the J<'la~ Ship, 
or in her ahseuce of the senior ofllcer's ship; and as he is thereby 
put t,o Rome extra expence, I recommend their Lordships to allow 
him three shillings per day in aJ<lition to his pay. I have &c. 

(Signell) PULT. MALCOLM, Uommamler in Uhief. 

Llffrl' f,·01n Lo1m HATJIUHST to Loun CHARLES So11rnw,ET. 

Uol,<J:).IAL OFFlCI-!, 17th Oclol1tr lSHi. 

Mv Lorm,-1 <lolll):-lClf the honour !,o Lransmitto Your Lunlship 
a l\fomorial whil'h has heen presented to me hy Doctor Poynter, 
Titular Human Uatlwlic Hisl1op of Lornlon, a!Hl I am to desire you 
would take the same into Uuusi1leration and report lo mo upon the 
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Subject, in order that a Communication may be made to Dr. 
Poynter, who has been informed that unless you state that thero 
is already a Roman Catholic Priest officiating at the Cape, and 
that consequently there would be no necessity for sending one 
out, that there will be no objection in acceding to that part of the 
Memorial which relates to the Inhabitants of the Colony. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) IlATIIURST. 

[Original.] 

Letter frorn Lonn CHARLES SmrnRSET to EARL BATIIURSI'. 

GOVERNMENT IIousE, 

CAPE OF Goon HOPE, 19th Octo1xr 1816. 

MY LORD,-I have the honor herewith to transmit to your 
Lordship the ca e of a Culprit Hottentot named Kiewiet whose 
Sentence of death I have felt it my duty to suspend and ,\ ho I 
beg humbly to recommend to the Hoyal Clemency. 

Your Lordship will perceive that there is no Evid 'nce whatever 
to the fact except the Culprit's own Confession. By the equitable 
and admired Law of J£ngland a man is not required or incleed 
scarcely permitted to criminate himself, and if in the present case 
that part of the Confession which tends to criminate is received 
and admittP,d, so in like manner must the other part be cre<lited 
which states the excessive Provocation given, aud ullllcr that view 
I conceive that the Crime would not amount to more than l\fan­
slaughter. 

In perpetrating the deed certainly the greatc t cruelty is 
manifest, but that (when the previous forbearance of the l'ri oner 
be considered) tends rather to prove that it was not until he had 
lost all command over himself by the manner in which the 
deceased had provoked all(l irritated him, that he lifte<l his hand 
against him. It is but just also to take into consideration lhaL 
the poor ignorant Hottentot has not tho advantage of th , i11flucnce 
of Iteligion or of falucation to deter him from committin" any 
Excess when his temper hall lun c been so greatly rnu~etl and 
irritated. 
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Under these circumstances I trust Your Lordship will see 
grounds for recommending this case to the gracious clemency of 
llis Royal Highness the I>rince Hegent. 

I have availed myself of the assistance of my legal assessor in 
criminal Oases of Appeal on the present occasion, whose opinion 
entirely coincides with mine. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES IlENRY So~rnRSET. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from HEXRY Gou1nunN, ESQRE., to 
LORD CIIARLES SOMERSET. 

COLONIAL 0fi'ICE, 22nd October 1816. 

MY LORD,-1 have received the Directions of Earl Bathurst to 
acquaint Your Lordship that upon the Application of the Secretary 
of the Missionary Society, permission bas been granted to the 

Individuals whose Names are stated in the Margin, 
lfrssrs. Taylor, to proceed to the Cape of Good Hope, for the 
MnJfa.t, purpose of instructing the Natives in Namaq_ualand 
Kifrhimna.n, 
Ernn8, and Caffraria, and in promoting Agriculture and 
and Brownlee. Civilization. It • further stated in the Letter 

auove alluded to, that a Communication bas been 
openCll ,rith the Caffres by the Missionaries, with the permission 
and encouragement of the Colonial Government, as the most 
probable means of securing the Peace lately made ·with these 
People, and of attaching them to the British Government. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) IImrnY Gou1uu1tN. 
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[ Original.] 

Letter froin LORD CUAHLES SOMERSET to EARL ]hl'IIU!tST. 

UOVERNbIENT lloURE, 

CAPE OP Goon II01'E, 24t71 October 181G. 

l\fy LORD,-I cluly recei\·ed your Lordship's clispatch No. 35 
replying to my No. 30, and have already had the honor to acqnaint 
your Lordship therewith. I should in consequence have procee1led 
to take immediate possession of the Island of Tristan ])a Cunha, 
but the winter intervening and it not appearing from your 
Lordship's instructions that the importance of this occupation wa.s 
felt in the manner the subject had struck me, I di(l not hesitate to 
postpone the measure until a more favorable season. In the 
mean time I find by communications from Lieut. General Sir 
Hudson Lowe, and Hear Admiral Rir I>. l\Ialcolm, that in con­
sequence of a suhseriuent consideration of the case, and of the new 
light which has been thrown upon this position by the important 
trust confided to the authorities at St. Helena, orders have arrived 
there for taking immediate possrssion of these Islarnls, and that a 
detachment of seamen from His Majesty's Ship Falmouth actually 
is in the temporary occupation of them. 

Sir Hudson Lowe has however called upon me to furnish a 
competent Garrison and to take measures for holding the Islands 
in perpetuity for His Majesty, and I have therefore caused a small 
detachment from this garrison lo proceed forthwith to relieve the 
seamen oi' the Falmouth and to make the necessary preparations 
for a further reinforcement. I learn from Capt. Festiug that it is 
his opinion that the post may he defended with the greatest 
facility against any attempt which might be rn:ule to smprizo it; 
but I have clireetecl an Oilicer of Artillery, iu who ·e jrnlgment I 
can rely, to proceed with tho first detaclnnent to report minutely 
on ibis subject, and to take such immediate steps as may be in his 
power to guard against so unexpected an occmTence. I have 
selected this ofliccr, who is report('(l to me lo have a competent 
lmowledge of Engineering, in order to save the expense of an 
a<klilional olliccr, which would have taken place ha<l l scut one 
from the regular Engineer service. 

I enclose for your Lordship's i11formation arnl npprornl a copy uf 
the instructions which I have given to the olliccr in com111aud, 
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together with a return of the detachment sent thither. I have 
directed the Acting Commissary Genl. to keep a separate account 
of all charges which this measure shall cause, in order to bring the 
amount at one view to your Lordship's notice when it shall have 
been completed. In the mean while I beg to assure your Lordship 
that in this, as well as in every other measure, a principal object 
with me is to conform to your Lordship's directions with regard to 
ecomony. I learn also from the commander of the Falrnouth that 
the valley at the principal Island is very fertile. I have therefore 
retained thirteen horses and an adequate number of drivers from 
the driver corps lately reduced in order to give the party the 
means of supplying itself as soon as possible, which I am sanguine 
in thinking they will soon be able to effect, besides which I 
furnished the party with sheep and black cattle for breed. 

When your Lordship consitlers the great privations the persons 
sent to this remote and uninhabite<l spot will have to undergo, 
and the expense to which they will bu subjected in procuring for 
themselves anything beyond the mere rations which will be found 
them by the Commissariat, your Lordship will probably think 
that I have been too parsimonious in directing a Colonial 
allowance of only 20 shillings a <lay to be made to the com­
mandant and of 5 / to each of the subalterns employed in this 
service. Your Lordship is aware that these officers will be for a 
long time put to the expense of Camp equipage and to all the 
details of field expenses ·withou'ti-any allowance of Bat and Forage 
money, the issue of which has now ceased. I beg further to state 
to Your Lordship that I have selected for this desolate tho' con­
fi!lential command, Captain Cloete of the 21st Light Dragoons, a 
young officer of considerable talent and acquirements, and in every 
respect trustworthy. Ile speaks the French, German, Dutch, and 
llortuguese languages, and is therefore particularly calculated for 
r •sidence in a place where it is apprehended that foreigners of 
different denominations may occasionally touch. I am sure your 
Lordship ,will afford me your support in recommending Captain 
Cloctc for the Brev t rank of Major in the Army. 

I am sanguine in hoping that this recommendation may meet 
your Lordship's approval, not only because I feel great interest in 
Capt. Uloete, who has been my aid de camp for upwards of three 
years, but because I really think that the ,;ervice he is called upon 
to perform merits the reward, besides which I untlersiand that a 
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similar step has been given to the Naval oflicers statione<l at tho 
Island of Ascension urnler like circumstances. I harn a further 
rr,ason for being anxious that Capt. Uloete should he thus rcwar<le<l, 
he is a native of this Colony. It has unfortunately happened that 
no military promotion has been criven to any colonist, and upon 
the formation of the Cape Hegiment not even a Company was 
reserved for any of the inhabitants of this place, contrary I believe 
to the usual practice in such cal!!es, and I believe granting this 
step to a Colonist now would. have an important and useful effect. 

I enclose herewith a copy of a Proclamation issued. by a Mr. 
Lambert who settled at these Islamls in 1811, from which your 
Lord.ship will perceive that he di<l not take pos e,;sion of the place 
on behalf of the nation to which he belonged, neither did he hoist 
the American flag, but wishe<l to make himself entirely indepernlent, 
and to be consitlered so. l\fr. Lambert, however, is no longer 
there. He is supposed to have perished about two years since 
with one of his companions while fishing. The only inhauilant uf 
the place now is a man of the name of Currie, a native uf Leghorn, 
whose father was an Iri hman and who went to Tristrm Da Cunha 
in tLe Service of the aLovemeutioned Lambert; it appears from 
Captain Festing's Account that Currie is very well 1li poseu towards 
the party that is in possessi:.m and appears satisfied and plea. e<l in 
the prospect of the lslanu Lecoming a British pusse:-;siun. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) CIIAULES lIEXltY , 0)11:lti•il:'1'. 

J>.S.-Captain Carmichael of the 72n•1 nl'giment having ternlcrcd 
his gratuitous Services fur making a Botanical ~nrvt' • of the 
Islands about to l>e occupied, I have gl:ully aYaile<l my elf of this 
omcer's well known talents in this line, in the hope that . Ollll.l 

interesting novelty may r •sult therefrom. As Captain Carmi ·hacl 
is aLout tu be placed Ull half pay, anu woulu out fur this detention 
have returned to Europe iu the first Ship, his , 'ervices have l>een 
considered conveniently applical>le Lu this ohjPct, as srnm as he 
should have been relieved by a Senior Captain of the Hegiment to 
which he belongs. 
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[Enclosure 1 in the above.] 

Rrturn of the Forrr intrndcd for Embarlcrrtion froni thr Crrpc 
uj Good Jfopr. on tlu· ht of .November 181G in His .Majesty's 
Ship Falmonthjor Tt'i:;tan d'Acunha. 

21st Light ])rngoons . 

Hoyal Artillery 

Drivers 

60th Hegimeut . 

7~ml Hcgimcnt 

1,fcJical 

Total 

Officers' Nauies. 

1 

1 

1 1 

1 

21st Dmgoom, Captain Cloe~ Commandant. 
Hoyal Artillery, Lieut. .Aitchison, Actg. Engineer. 
7~)l(L Hcgiment, Lieut. Atkinson. 
l\fodical Hospital Assi ·tant Evers. 

1 

1 

1 

8 

12 

7 

5 

3 

(Signed) Crum,Es IIE.·ny Rmrnnsr,:r, 

13 

Genl. Commanding the .Forces at the 
Cape of Good Hope. 

'aptain Dugald Carmiehael of the 7:2rnl Hcgimcnt accompanies 
this <lcLaelmwnt for the purpose of making a nutanical 1:-iurvey 
of the Islarnls, his Talcuts in this line renuering him eminently 
tpialifie1l for the umlcrtaking. 

The Hauk an1l file of the 21st Light Dragoons and of the 
GOth and 72nd Ucgimems are .Artificers an<l Servants. 
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[Enclosure 2 in the above.J 

Instrurtions for the Officer appointed to command the Dctachmrnt of 
llis lfl(/jcsty's Troops £lc15tinc1l to occupy the J15land of !l.'ristan 
da Cllnha. 

By His Excellency The Right Jlonorablc Lorcl Charles Renry 
Somerset, Governor and Commander of the Forces at the Cape 
of Good Hope ancl its drpcndcncics, &c., &c., &c. 

1st. You will as soon as His Majesty's Ship Falmouth is ready 
for Sea (which Ship has been appointed by His :Excellency Hear 
Admiral Sir Pulteney Malcolm for the Service upon which you 
are about to be employed) apply to Captain Festing to appoint 
a time for the embarkation of a Detachment (the Return of which 
accompanies these Instructions) destined to relieve Lieut. Tiice 
and part of the Crew of His Majesty's Ship Falmouth now in 
possession of the Island of Tristan d'Acunha. 

2nd. As soon as Captain Festing shall have stated himself to be 
ready to receive you, you will cause the Stores intended for this 
Service to be put on board; taking an accurate account of the 
whole and seeing that every Package is properly marked and 
numhered, so that no confusion shall ensue after debarkation 
in selecting and assorting the various Stores entrusted to your 
charge. 

3rd. You will cause an Invoice in triplicate to be prepared of 
the Stores embarked, one of which you will deposit in tho Colonial 
8ecretary's Office in this 8ettlement, one you will give in ehargc 
of the Officer next in command to yourself, and 1.he tJ1ird you will 
retain for your own use; You being held responsible for 1.he duo 
employment and is~ue of the Stores of every description. 

4th. After the Stores shall have been emharkecl you will report 
the circumstance for my information, and hold Yourself in 
immediate readiness to proceed as soon as you shall receive onlers 
to that effect. 

5th. Upon the arrival of the Falm011th at 1.he Island of Tristan 
d'Acunha you will prepare to land the detachment arnl SLores as 
Roon as it may suit the ofilcer commanding the Falmouth to soll(l 
them on shore, anu with respect 1.o the latter you will use the 
greatest exertion to prevent their receiving damage or being open 
to waste or plunder. 
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6th. Having relie,·ed the officer now in possession of the Island, 
you will consider it your first arnl principal duty to hold and 
maintain possession of the Islands for His Majesty as depentl­
e11eies of this Government until further orders, re istiug Ly all 
means in your power and to the very last extremity any and 
every attempt which may he macle by I>ersons of any Nation 
wlrntsoever to clispoRsess you of it or to gain footing thereon 
or in any manner to infringe upon your juriscliction over the 
whole of the Islands and the Anchorages belonging thereto. 

7th. You will at all times be prepared for defence and take care 
that the most vigilant look out be kept on the movement of all 
stran«o sails which may approach the Island, remaining on the 
alert until you ascertain what they are or that they disappear. 

8th. Upon :Foreign ::\Ion of \Var anchoring at Tristan d' Acunha, 
you are to shew them ewry respect and attention, and afford them 
every assistance in your power, but you will be constantly on 
your guard whilst they cuutinue there or in your neighbourhood, 
arnl you will not permit more people to be on shore from them at 
one time than you may deem consistent with the security of the 
Island anJ. its means of defence and actual state at the moment; 
nntl you are to be Joubly cautious with respect to such as might 
wish to i-ernain on shore during the night. You will on no 
account permit such Foreinners at all to infringe or interfere with 
the Hegulations which may be eslablished by you for the safety 
thereof, pursuing the samo lin of Conduct towards the C1ews 
of all l\ferchant Vessels who may touch there. 

Uth. As soon as you shall have secured the Stores anrl placed 
your men under Canvas, your fir. t attention must be paid to the 
pruluclion of the landing plaees arnl anchorages, for this purpose 
yuu will eall upon the Acting Engineer to trace and put up such 
Jefonces as the means entrusted. to you shall admit of, and You 
will Ly tho earliest opportunity report to me on this head, 
<le. crihing where landing can be effectetl and under what circum­
st.uH·e ·, and tran mitting the opinion of the Acting Engineer with 
respect to the means of defence "hieh he may deem requ· ite for 
the complete proteeiion of this possession against Insult. 

10th. As soon as you shall have taken all the means in your 
power for the Security of the !Hlancl, You will proceed to t•rect 
Harracks for the accommodation of the Hlores, men, and Offteers, 
and in selcelin" the situation of the e quarters you will observe 
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to have them erected so as not to be liable to insults from 
the Seaside, transmitting to me a description and plan thereof as 
soon as possible. 

11th. You will as soon as you conveniently can after landing 
cause the articles of War to be read, and make known to all the 
followers of the Detachment that they are amenable to Martial 
Law, until further order, and that any breach of orders or Regula­
tions by you issued will be punishable by Court Martial. You 
are however not to consider yourself at Liberty to cause any 
Corporal punishment to be inflicted, but the refractory are to be 
punished by extra work, solitary confinement, and other punish­
ments of a light nature suited to trivial offences. In very grave 
cases the Offenders must be sent l'risoners to this Place when 
opportunities offer. 

12th. You will cause an accurate account to be kept of the 
weather, for which purpose the Assistant Surgeon appears the 
properest Person. He should note daily the highest and lowest 
range of the Barometer, take note of the winds, of the quantity of 
Rain which falls, and such other circumstances as may come 
under his observation. Copies of this Meteorological diary you 
will be pleased to transmit to me together with your own journal 
alluded to in the next article whenever an opportunity presents 
itself. 

13th. You will take particular care to keep a daily record 
of every transaction, noting down the work performed and the 
employment of the People; very minutely describing any vessels 
which may arrive and depart or such as may be only seen passing, 
likewise noticing any discoveries made on the Island, Botanical, 
mineralogical, or other; describing as accurately as possible any 
Birds, Beasts, or Fish which may have been caught or Seen. 

14th. You will as soon as practicable get Your garden and 
field Seeds into the ground, and take the greatest care of your 
breeding Stock, it being a point to which your attention is particu­
larly called, to endeavour to raise sufficient corn an<l vegetables 
for the detachment, so as not to depend upon this Colony for 
Supplies, and also to have it in your power to supvly V cssels 
touching, with vegetable Ilefrcshments. 

15th. You will cause divine Service to be read to the Detach­
ment every Sunday and require the attcn<lance of every Person 
attached thereto, unless some valid excuse be offered. as a reason 
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of absence, and you will carefully note down in the journal your 
due observance of this direction. 

16th. You will not con ider yourself authorised to permit any 
person to occupy land under an impression of their oLtaining the 
grant thereof, but you will on no account interfere with the land 
cultivated or held by Thomas Currie, which must be considered to 
be his property. 

17th. All llules and Regulations which you may deem it 
expedient to issue are to be temporarily enforced, but are not to 
be considered permanent unless approved from hence by me. 

18th. Although it is to this Government you are to look for 
your authority on every occasion, yet you ·will give every facility 
to furthering any views which either the Admiral on the St. 
Helena Station or the Governor of that Island may communicate 
to you, and you are hereby authorised to obey any instructions 
they may deem it necessary to convey to you, giving me as early 
notice thereof as possible. 

19th. Yun are to cause a like ration of Provision to be issued 
to the Troops under your command as is issued to them in this 
Garrison, viz. llb. Bread, llb. meat, (-1, lb. of Candles, 3½ lbs. wood 
per diem, 5 ounces Coffee and G ounces Sugar per week, and you 
may allow each man a Hation of wine or Spirits, until the public 
works upon which they arc to be employed are cornpleteJ, after 
which you will use your discretion in making such issue when it 
shall appear to you to be nece. s~. 

20th. You will take particular care that the Accounts of the 
Detachment are made up and kept with all the precision pre cribed 
by His Majesty's lleguhtions on this head. You will muster the 
men on t,he 24th of every month and strictly conform to the 
Rules of the :Military Service on those points. 

21st. A Colonial allowance of Twenty Shillings sterling per 
diem will be made to you as Commanding officer at Tristan 
d' Acunha, to commence on the day of your landing at that place, 
and Jive ~hillings Sterling is to be clrawn hy each Subaltern 
Oflicer under yvur co'inmand, and thu same io the Hospital Assis­
tant. Hegular abstracts of these allowances are to Le made out 
quarterly accortling to the form to be furuished to you herewith; 
hut you will he allowed to draw the amount from the sum placed 
under your charge from the :ri1ilitary Branch. 

22ml. The Dela<'lm1ent 1m<ler your comman<l will he ~ubsisted 
XI. p 
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by the respective paymasters up to the 24th of December next 
inclusive, but from that date they are to draw pay from the 
Money entrusted to your care at the usual rates, an<l you will he 
particularly attentive iu seeing that the details nuder this hea<l 
shall be strictly conducted according to the estaLlished ltegnlations. 

2:3rd. In closing these instructions you are most particularly 
cautioned to incur no expence whatever unless duly authorised so 
to do, and in every authorised expenditure whether of money or 
stores, the most vigilant ccconomy is rigidly to be enforced. 

(Rignecl) 

[Enclosure 3 in the above. ] 

EJ;tract from the Boston Gazette dated 18th J11ly 1811. 

Know all Men by these presents that, I, Jonathan Lambert, late 
of Salem, in the State of Massachusetts, United States of America, 
Miu-iner, and Citizen thereof, have this 4th day of J<'el,ruary in the 
Year of our Lord Eighteen hundred and eleven, taken absolute 
possession of the Islands of Trestan Da Cunha, so called, viz. the 
great Island and the other two known by the names of lnaccessiLle 
and Nightingale Islands, solely for myself and my heirs fur ever, 
with the right of conveying the whole, or any part thereof, to one 
or more persons, lJy deed of sale, free gift, or otherwise, as I or 
they (my heirs) may hereinafter think fit or proper. 

And as no European, or other person whatever, has hitherto 
publicly chimed the said Islands Ly right of di covery, or act of 
possession, therefore be it known to all Xations, Tongue~, and 
Languages, that from and ever after the date of this public 
Instrument I constitute my indivi1lual self the sole proprietor of 
the above mentioned Islanus, grounding my right arnl claim on 
the rational and sure principles of absolute occupancy, and as such 
holding and possessing all the rights, titles, and immuuities 
properly belonging to proprietors by the usage of nations. 

In consequence of this right ancl title by me thus assumed and 
established, I do further declare that the said Islands shall for the 
future be <lenominateu the Islands of Refreshment, the great 
Island bearing that name in particular, and the landing place on 
the north side, a little to the East of the Ca c:ule, to Le calle<l 
Reception, and which shall be the place of my residence. 'l'hl' 
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Isle formerly called Inaccessible shall henceforth be called Pintard 
Island, and that known by ihe name of Nightingale Isle shall now 
be called Lavel Island. 

Auel I do further declare that the cause of the said act set 
forth in this Instrument originated in the desire and determina­
tion of preparing for myself and family a Home where I can enjoy 
life without the embarrassments which have hitherto constantly 
attended me, and !Jrocure for us an interest and property by means 
of which a competence may be ever secured, and remain, if 
possiMe, far removed beyond the reach of chicanery and ordinary 
misfortune. 

For the above purpo e, I intend paying the strictest attention to 
Husbandry, presuming when it is known in the world that refresh­
ments may be obtained at my residence, all Vessels, of whatever 
description, and belonging to whatever nation, will visit me for 
Umt purpose, and by a fair and open traffic supply themselves 
with those articles of which they may be in need. And I do 
hereby invite all those ·who may want refreshments to call at 
Reception, where, by laying by opposite the Cascade, they will be 
immediately Yisited by a Boat from the shore, and speedily 
supplied with such things as the Islands may produce, at a reason­
able price. 

And be it further known that by virtue of the aforesaid right 
and authority, above mentioned, I have adopted a :Flag, which 
shall for eYer be the known ani'l. acknowle<lgml Standard Flag of 
these lslarnls. And that a white Flag shall be the known, and 
consi(lered as the common }'lag for any vessel or ve sels in the 
l\.forchant service, which may now, or hereafter, belong to any 
Inhabitants of the~e Islands. 

And lastly be it known I hold myself and my people in tl1e 
course of our traffic and intercourse with any other people, to he 
bound by the principles of hospitality and good fellowship and the 
laws of nations (if any there are) as establi8hed Ly the best 
\Vriters on that subject, and hy no other Laws whatever, until 
time may produce particular Contracts or other Engagements. 

(Signed) ,T. LA)IBEltT. 

Witness to this Signature. 

(Signecl) ANllltEW 11u,LE1'. 

I' 2 
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This Flag is formed of five diamonds transversely from Corner 
to Corner, and four half Diamonds placed on the centre of the top, 
bottom, and both sides. The two upper and two lower Diamonds 
are blue next the Staff or IIallyard and red on the outermost side, 
the centre white: the four half Diamonds bear the Letter W. 

(The flag itself is in the I>ublic Record Office, London.-G. M. T.) 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from LORD BATHURST to LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

DowmNG RTREET, 25th October 181G. 

MY LORD,-The Dispatches which I have received from Sir 
Hudson Lowe lead me to believe that he may shortly be compelle<l 
to remove from St. Helena General Bertrand whose Cornluct has 
for some time past been in the highest degree insubordinate arnl 
improper. In such a Case General Bertrand will in the fir 't 
Instance be sent to the Cape, and it will be for your Lordship to 
carry into effect, with respect to him, the Instructions conveyed to 
you in my Dispatch No. 46 0th of February 181G relative to 
General Bonaparte's Adherents. You will intimate to him on his 
Arrival that if he shall during his temporary Residence at the 
Cape, persevere in the Liue of Conduct which has led to his 
Removal from St. Helena, it will be out of your power to lend 
him that Assistance which you are otherwise authorized to afford 
him; and your Lordship will regulate your ConJuct towards l1im 
accordingly, assigning to him a Hesi<lence at some ])i tanc from 
Cape Town, where he will have the fewest Opportunities of com­
municating with the Inhabitants of the Colony. 1 have &c. 

(Signed) BATIIUHST. 

[Copy.] 

Proclamation by Lonn CnAHLES So:r.rnRSET. 

Concerning the destruction of worn out paper mouey. 

l~t Norember 181G. 
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LCopy.J 

Letter froni DEPUTY SECRETARY BIRD to the 
PRESIDENT AND ME)IllERS OF THE LOMBARD BANK. 

213 

COLONIAL 0FnCE, 8th November 1816. 

GEXTLE)mN",-I am directed by his Excellency the Governor to 
communicate to you, that the Lords Commissioners of His 
Majesty's Treasury have been pleased to direct that the sum of 
llds. 500,000, which had been added to the paper currency of this 
settlement for the purpose of carrying on certain improvements 
within the same, the last proportion of which was issued by his 
Excellency Sir J olm Cm.dock, as appears by his Excellency's 
proclamation of the 4th March 1814, shall not (as it returns to 
the treasury, by repayment from the drostdies or departments to 
which it was lent) be re-issued for similar purposes, nor be carried 
to account of revenue; but that on the contrary, it shall from 
time to time be collected and destroyed. It being his Excellency's 
wish therefore to carry this instruction into execution with the 
greatest regularity, it has appeared to him to be expedient in the 
first instance to withdraw from the revenue account in the hands 
of His Majesty's receiver-general, all those items which have up 
to this period been received in that department, and to place the 
same as a provisional deposit in the Loan Bank, in order from 
time to time to carry the measure into final effect. For this 
purpose I am directed by his Excellency to transmit to you here­
with a detailed statement of the expenditure of the aforesaid sum 
of Jlds. 500,000, with a statement of such proportions as have been 
liitherto received on account of repayment; and I am to desire 
that you may be pleased to open an account in the books of your 
oflice under the head of the Rds. 500,000 :Fund, debiting your­
selves with that amount and taking credit for the advances made 
to the reilpecti ve departments and drostdies. You will; be pleased 
as soon as possible to make out an account of the claim which this 
arrangement will give you upon His Majesty's receiver-general, in 
order that the same may thereafter be examined by the auditor of 
accounts, and a warrant issued for the amount payable to your 
administration. You will also bo particular in reporting from 
time to time to his E:rnellency the amount received by you on 
accouuL of repayment, to cuablo his Excellency to take the 
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necessary steps for its annihilation in the forms usual within lhe 
colony. 

·with respect to the amount of interest which is due or shall 
become due on account of the advances made as before said, I am 
to desire that you may be pleased to call in the same from the 
departments or <lrost<lies from which the same may be <luu, and 
carry the amount to the account of profit payable by you, with 
the other proceeds of your administration, to the account of the 
colonial revenue. I have &c. 

(Signed) C. num. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter fr01n LORD BATHURST to Lorm CHARLES Sm!ERSET. 

CoLONIAL OFFICE, 12th November 1816. 

]\[y LoRD,-I herewith transmit to your Lordship a l'acket from 
the Treasurer of the Navy, and have to request that your Lordship 
woe.Id <lirect the proper l\Ieasures to be taken for the Monition to 
be servell on the Judges and the Officers of the Vice Admiralty 
Court within your Covemment, as well as the other Parties 
specified, as this Proceeding is of great importance to the Oilicers 
and Men of Lis l\fajesty's Navy. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

[ Office Copy.] 

Letter frum LORD BATUUltST to Lor:D C'rn.nLER SomrnRET. 

DoWNING HTULET, '1.7lh November JHl(j, 

MY LORD,-! have receivecl and laid Lefore the Prince Hecrent 
0 

your Lordship's Dispatches to No. (i;J iuclusive. I have thought it 
my Duty to suumit to Jlis Hoyal Jiiglmesii's more particular 
Consideration that in which you transmit the Caso of Mr. Villet 
a .Foreigner who having resideJ in the' Colony since the year l 7'J7 
is desirous of ac<p1iriug landed property in the :-;ettlemcnt. As tho 
Decision of ~Ir. \'illet's Application imolYes the gPneral <1uestion 
of the Admission of .Foreigners to the Uights of Burghers and to 
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tho Possession of Lands in the Colony, His Royal Highness has 
considered it advisable to transmit to you a general Instruction 
for your Guidance in such Cases, and to leave to your own Discre­
tion the Application of this Instruction to the Individual Case of 
Mr. V11let. 

I am commanded to signify to you His Royal Highness's 
neasure that no Individual Foreigner who has not resided un­
interruptedly for 5 years at least at the Cape, shall henc€forth be 
admitted to enjoy the !tights of a Burgher or to hold landed 
Property without the special Authority of His Royal Highness 
to that effect previously signified to the Government. But with 
respect to those whose period of continued residence has exceeded 
}'i ve Years, His Hoyal Highness is pleased to authorize their 
provisional Admission to those Rights by the Governor, if in his 
discretion They appear entitled to it, snhject however to His 
Hoyal Highness's subsequent Confirmation. It appears further 
proper that in every Case in which a Foreigner is admitted to 
Burgher !tights he should be required to pay for the Privilege so 
confeITcd upon him a certain Fine either in the Shape of a Stamp 
duty on the Instrument of Admission or otherwise, of such an 
Amount as yon may consider it under all the Circumstances 
proper to impose. 

As )\fr. Villet's Period of Residence has far exceeded that pre­
scribed in the foregoing Instrucl.i.Pn, it will rest with you to decide 
upon his fitness to become a Burgher and His Hoyal Highness will 
willingly confirm that 1 )ecision which you may make. 

The Case of l\:t:r. van IIogenllorff being one of a special Nature, 
His Hoyal Iligl.iness h:is lleen pleased to sanction his Possession 
of certain Lands in the Colony. His Royal Highness entirely 
approves of the <hounds upon which You declined extending the 
Urant which you were authorized to make to l\lr. van Ilogemlorff 
beyond the Land at Hout lby. 

The Letter addressed by me to Mr. van IIogendorJf, of which an 
Extract accomranies your dispatch had sufnciently apprized him 
thai the Grant to lie made to him at the Cape must necessarily 
depend both upon the Larnl in <1uestion remaining ungranted at 
the present Time, and further upon its not lleing required for any 
pulllic purpose. As the Tracts which his Agent has been in­
structed to claim both at Auteni1pia arni at l'lattenburgh's Bay 
come under huth these Uestrictious, some having been granted to 
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other Individuals, and others being required for the new Settle­
ment establishe<l by Lord Caledon, or for the growth of Naval 
Timber, I have only to regret that these Circumstances put it 
out of my power to authorize their Occupation by Mr. Van 
Hogendorff. You will however lo,:ie no time in completing the 
Grant to him of the Land at Hout Bay; on the Terms the mosL 
favorable to him which can be made consistent with the Interests 
of the Colony, and the existing Regulations; aml I am happy to 
learn that it is from its fertility and other Ad vantages likely to 
realize Mr. Van Hogendorffs Expectations. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

f Original.] 

Letter from Jorrn TIARI:ow, EKQRE., to HmrnY 
UOULBURN, ESQHK 

ADMI!lALTY 01,TICE, 2 December 1816. 

Sm,-1 am commanded by my Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty to acquaint yon for the information of Earl Bathurst 
that by a Letter from Captain Festing of His Majesty's ship 
Falmouth, to Hear Admiral Sir Pultney :Malcolm, <lated the 11th 
of September, it appears that on tho 14th of August the Island of 
Tristan d' Acunha was taken possession of in the name of His 
Majesty, and the union :Flag hoisted by a party of seamen and 
marines Lclonging to the said ship; and that the oflicer com­
manding the detachment was directed to consi<ler himself as also 
charged with two small Islands contiguous to Tristan d' Acunha, 
called Nightingale and Inaccessible. I am &c. 

(Signe<l) JNo. l3AltHOW. 

l Original.J 

Letter from Lorm CHARLES 80:mmsET to EARL BATHURST. 

C.u>E 01, Go,m lloP1~, 3rd IJl'rem/101· 1816. 

MY LORD! - I have availed myself of thl' return of His Majesty's 
Ship Orantes to embark on board of her Captain l'oiutkom,kie and 
three of General Donararte's domestics who were senL Lo thi~ place 
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from St. Helena by Lieut. General Sir IIud on Lowe in the David 
transport, in charge of Lieut. Croad of the Glith Regiment and one 
:::;ergeant ancl four Privates of the same corps. 

It appears from Sir II. Lowe's communication to me on the 
subject of this Pole "that Gerwral Bonaparte has said he was 
simply a Soldier in his guard at Elba, ihat he made no effort to 
retain him at St. Helena, and that Sir H. Lowe believes bis name 
of Captain to be an assumed one." It is evident that Sir Hudson 
Lowe thought him a dangerous man at St. Ilelena and took the 
strung precaution of pbcing him under the charge of a guard 
during ltis passage to this place. \Vhatever his views thel'efore 
may haYo been, it became necessary to counteract them as far as 
they might be executable from hence, and here an active agent 
might find among a number of persons of all nations many very 
ready (for the prospect of gain) to outer into the most desperate 
schemes. 

U uder these circumstances, and bearing also in mind Sir H. 
Tiunbury's private communications io the Government of St. 
Helena, I deemed it advisable to put Capt. Pointkowskie under 
certain moderate restrictions to prevent foreigners from having 
access to him, and availing myself of the permission given me in 
your Lordship's dispatch of ihe 4th July last. I have been glad 
to embrace the opportunity of Captain Cochrane's sailing to send 
him and the other followers of eueral Bonaparte from this place, 
where tho presence of such persons must be always inconvenient 
and might become dangerous. 

I have also, in complinnce with the Instructions which I 
received from your Lordship of ihe 4th of July la t, acquainted 
l\1r. l'ointkowskie that perrnis. ion to reside or even to land in 
Ureat Britain must depend upon circumstances to be determined 
at the date of his arrival there; and I have requesteu Captain 
Cochrane to forward this dispatch to your Lordship and await 
your Lordship's orders Lefore he permits Captain l'ointkowskie or 
any other of tl1e three domestics of the <leneral to quit tho 01'ontcs. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) ClL\.RLES lIE:S-RY SonrnnsET. 
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[Uopy.] 

Letter jrorn DEPUTY SECRETARY Bnm to J. F. REITZ, EsQRE. 

CoLOI'UAL 0PFICE, 6th Decemher 1816. 

Srn,-Mr. Fagel, late vendue master in this Settlement, having 
resigned that office in the year 1814 upon his return to Holland, 
His Excellency the Governor has received instructions from home 
to do away the situation of vendue master and to make such 
arrangements (subject to the approbation of His Majesty) for the 
future conduct of the vendue master's duties as shall appear to 
him to be most advantageous to the public and to secure to the 
revenue the profits formerly enjoyed by the vendue master. 

With this view His Excellency has desired me to communicate 
to you, that reposing that confidence in the rectitude of your 
conduct which the regularity with which the Vendue Office has 
been conducted under your superintendence for some years ancl 
the marked opinion of the public in regard to the advantages 
derived from its punctuality, is calculated to inspire, it is His 
Excellency's intention that the duty of the Vendue Office shall 
continue under your management as commissary of vendues, 
giving you such adequate salary as shall secure to you similar 
emolument to that which you derived as deputy to the late vendue 
master. 

I shall have the honor to annex to this letter a list of the 
number of persons which His Excellency upon the best consitlcm­
tion will authorise you to employ, with the amount of sabry he 
has fixcrl to each of them, and I am to acc1uai11L yon that all the 
salaries of the offi.co are to be tlmwn for quarterly in the mode 
usual in the colony, aml subject to such regulations and audit as 
have been estalJlislied for the regularity and precision of the 
colo11ial accounts. 

In making up henceforward the monthly amount of percentage 
<lue to governmenL from the sales of moveable or inunoveal,le 
property, you are therefore Lo deLit yourself not only with what 
has hecn heretofore payable to the Colonial Treasury, hut also 
with that proportion which luu, hitherto l,een ccmsi<lere<l the profit 
and property of the vendue master, ancl all the hooks and accounts 
of the Y endue Oflice must be regularly submiiiell to the examinu-
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tion nnd inspection of the auditor of public accounts, at such 
periods as, iu conforrnity to his instructions, he shall call for them 
for that, purpose. 

The rules and regulations at riresent in force with respect to 
vendues and the conduct of the subordinate officers upon the 
establishment are to be strictly adhered t.o. 

His :Excellency the Governor will consider you to be respon­
sible to the public not only for t11e proceeds of all sales, with the 
amount of stamps and fees due thereon, but for all losses which 
may accrue from mismanagement or otherwise, and to this effect 
ho will expect from you security to the same amount, with suffi­
cient and well known sureties, as was entered into by former 
vendue masters, leaving it to you to take from the assistant 
auctioneers and others such security as you shall deem necessary 
for your own safety. 

His Excellency concurring in opinion with what experience has 
taught you, that it is more expedient that the auctioneers should 
continue to be paid by a percentage on the sales, which gives 
them an interest in the price obtained for the effects sold by them, 
than by fixed salary, consents to their receiving (as at present) -f:t 
per ceut from the amount of 1½ per ct on sales of moveables and 
i per cent on sales of immoveables antecedent hereto allowed to 
the vendue master, which arrangement, however, will be allowed 
only as long as that old servant of the establishment I. Singneur 
continues upon iL, after which sue new arrangement will be made 
on this head as circumstances shall require. 

The actual amount of stationery u~ed in the V endue office will 
be allowed in a contingent account, but no allowance for an ofllce 
can be admitted. 

lt will Le necessary that the amount of profit received hy yon 
on account of the Yendue rna:-iLer for the year 1815, which in 
conRequence of the resignation of Mr. Fagel in 1814 l>ecomes due 
to this Treasury, shoul<l now be ascertained, in order that the 
Rame may be brought to the public aeconnt, and in like manner 
the amount due for the prci-ent year mm must, be ascertained as 
soou as usual aud practicable in the emming year. 

As it appearn tu be ab olutely nccesHary, in order Lo carry on 
the V endue concerns with that 1muetualiLy which has causeJ it to 
Leeomc so prominent, a branch of the Public Revenue of this 
Culouy, that a larg • sum should remain iu the haw ls of the com-
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missary of vendues, to meet those calls v,hich the usual credit 
given would not allow him to <lo, were he not possessed of adequate 
means applicable thereto, His Excellency the Govemor will 
consent to replace the capital gradually which Mr. :Fagel, the 
late Vendue master, appropriated to that object and for this 
purpose His Excellency will permit you to hold in the fost in­
stance the balances due as afore. ai<l for the years 1815 aml lG, 
provided you give additional security with sureties for the due 
repayment of these sums with an interest of ½ per cent per month, 
and His Excellency will appropriate a further proportion of the 
coming-in profits of the vendue office to supply the place of such 
capital as you shall in your capacity of agent to Mr. Fagel find 
opportunity of remitting to him, until the amount . o deposited 
with you shall come to 50,000 rix-dollars, which sum as }Jefore 
said must be sufficiently secured by you and pay to the revenue 
an interest of G per cent per annum. I have &c. 

(Signed) 

[Copy.J 

Letter f roni Co)mA. 'DA."T A. J. CLObTb to 
Lo1rn CHARLJ•;~ 'O;\IEW:iET. 

C.Bum. 

f-OHEHSET Cilll', TmSTAN D'Acu IIA, J) c mber 7th 181G. 

MY LORD,-1 have the honor to r •port to Your E c llency that 
the Detachment under my Command landed here the :.l8th ultimo; 
not a moment was lo, t in disembarking the ~tore and l'ruvisions. 
The weather being at all times very uncertain off thi Coast, I was 
under the necessity of employing the men the whole of SunJay 
last, getting the provisions c·c. on shore. 

I am sorry to state that, o,dng to the continu •d boi terous 
weather we experienced in our pas age, together wiLh the wet 
state of the ship, all the oxen antl greatest part of the pigs and 
poultry embarked for ti.is island have perisheu. I cannot nongh 
lament the loss of the bullocks, as with their as i tnnce suflicieut 
lanJ. might have he n t;ultivated this sea 011 to hav uppli •1l the 
detachment with all their wants. Great part of the grain fur seed 
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has also been destroyed, and I am afraid I shall find the f:ltores 
much damaged, several boats having swamped in landing them. 

I have made a demand upon Captain Fcsting, commanding His 
Majesty's Ship Falmouth, for a boat's crew, which he has most 
readily complied with; to have trusted boats in these seas to men 
incapable of managing them would have been attended with such 
great risk as could not haYe justified my ever sending a boat to 
sea. I trust your Lordship will thus see the necessity of my 
having made this demand. 

Every rel1uisite arrangement regarding Mr. Currey's land has 
been made; by au account given in by himself he has had in 
culti,,ation at different times 28Ji28 square yar<ls, about 5 acres 
and a half; but as part of his garden ground was required, in 
order to erect Fort Malcolm, I have measured out to him 7 acres, 
with which he is perfectly contented. 

Upon my arrival here, I found that Mr. Currey had discharged 
Bastiano Ponza, the boy who had been in his service for some 
time; I have induced him to remain on the island, promising him 
his rations and leave to cultivate a piece of ground; as this boy 
seems very intelligent and is perfectly acquainted with every part 
of the island, I have thought it a most desirable thing to engage 
him upon these terms into the service of the GovernmAnt. 

The rerrular supply of this island till it is capable to support 
itself must be very uncertain. I have thus not hesitated a 
moment iu receiYing from His Majesty's Ship Falm01lth every 
article of provision, refreshment, and clothes, which she has been 
able to spare us; I have given receipts for the whole, copies 
of which accompany this. When your Lordship considers that 
the men will ha.Ye to live for a considerable time on salt provisions, 
without even vegetables, the island furnishing nothing of the kind 
at present, I trust you will approve of my having obtained those 
comforts for them, without which they must have suffered greatly, 
and their health so much injured as would have rendered them 
entirely useless. I feel the more anxious about the men, as they 
have been most indefatigahle in their exertions in larnling the 
stores; eve1·y article is forced to he got up a p 'rpendicular cliff 
of about 100 feet high, which makes their work most laborious, 
independent of which we lmYo Rcarcely been a day without 
rain. 

I should feel glad to have your Lordship's direetions regarding 
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the pay of the boat's crew made known to me. I have informe1l 
them that I should recommen1l the coxwaiu (who wa a quartor 
master on boarcl of H.1\f.S. F(ll1nonth) being pai<l as a scrjeant, 
and the other 5 as privates; shonl<l your Excellency approYe of 
this arrangement, they might be puL upon the establishment with 
the 6 Hottentots at present attachetl to the islarnl. ll lrns !wen 
quite impos ible to fix upon a situation for tho barracks which 
would place them entirely out of the reach of an enemy's fire. An 
enemy however would be forced to destroy Fort Malcolm before 
they could materially injure the town. }'our six-pmmders com­
plete, instead of the two your Lordship was plea ed to onler for 
the defence of this place, would greatly contribute to the safety 
of the island. I have directed Lieutenant Aitche,;on to make a 
requisition to that effect to the ollicer commanding the Hoyal 
Artillery at the Cape. The only place on the island, irnlepernlcnt 
of J,'almouth Bay, where a landing might be effccte<l is a b:ty 
(which I have called Exmouth Bay) situat •d at tho 8.S.W. 
extremity; when the reinforcement arrives I shall feel it ncce:;;sary 
to estn.bli h a military post in that bay; the island in every other 
respect is quite impregnable. 

There is suflicieut pasture for any number of cattle, horses I 
should conceive not so well calculated for agricultural Jmrpose~ as 
oxen. Six horses however \\ill be necessary to facilitate the 
movement of the light guns. The soil capahle of the most 
valuable productions seems entirely composed of <lecayml vegeta­
tion, thus of a very spongy nature. 

I trust I shall be aule to forward to your Excellrncy plans of 
such parts of the islarnl as are accessible by the ne. ·t opportunity; 
the constant rains have as yet prevented any of the ground being 
surveyed. 

I have enclosed a correct return of every ill(livi1lual at present 
victualed upon the island. l have &c. 

( igne<l) A. J. 0LOETE, Commandant. 
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[Enclosure.] 

N11111ha of O.flicas, Kon-C'unimis.~io,icr7 Officr1•g, Pl'ivates, Cirilians, 
JV01ncn, ruul Childl'cn on thr, Island of Tristan da Cunha, 
7th Dca111,ber, 181G. 

5 Officers 
3G Non Commissionell omcers and. rrivates 

!) Civilians 
10 \Yomen 
12 Chilllrcn 

Total 72 

[ Office Copy.] 

Ltltcr fl'Ollt LORD BxrHURST to Lmrn CIIARLES so~mRSET. 

DoWNIKG f--TUEET, December !'2th 1816. 

1\Iy Lonn,-Since I had the honour of addressing Your Lordship 
on the , I have received a further Communication from 
l\lonsieur van Hogendorp expres ing his perfect readiness to waive 
all Claim to the Lands in the N eighbourhoo<l of Plattenburgh's 
Jhy upon receiving a Grant of those which you proposed to allot 
to him at llout's Bay, but at the same time that the latter are 
only offered to him under conditions calculated very much to 
diminish their Value. As it was certainly the Intention of His 
Royal Highness The Prince Regent that Mr. van Hogernlorp 
should receive as favorable a Grant of Land as the Colonial 
Regulations on that Snhject would admit, I have only to desire 
that the grant in question may he made to him under the same 
Conditions as it wonhl have been m~de to any British subject and 
as I conceive that the Regulations complained of by Mr. van 
Hogernlorp arc those which are equally applicahlc to all Grants 
made at the Cape, I have not failed to explain to him that if such 
be the Case, it will not be in my power to dispense with them. 

I haYe &c. 

(Signe<l) BATHURST. 
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LCopy.] 

Letter from LANDDROST STOCKENSTRmr to the RE\'F.RE~D 

MR. ANDERSON. 

GRAAFF IlEIXET, Drccm11rr 12th l 16. 

Srn,-The many desertions of slaves and otliers from the Colony 
having at length become a subject of general apprehension aml 
complaint throughout this district, I have been under the necessity 
of taking some very serious steps of late to preveut their continu­
ance, and a plot having been lately discovered on the Sneeuwberg, 
in which it appeared that several slaves were on the point of 
leaving their masters to take refuge among the kraals of Bastanls 
on the Orange RiYer, three of which actually put their plan into 
execution, and one of them having returned with an account that 
he left bis two compani0ns behind on the opposite bank of the 
Orange Hiver where they intended to remain for some time, if not 
to reside, and where he also saw two more slaves (deserting from 
this Colony) in the Kraal of Hans l'iquer, who pointed them out 
to him and mentioned their owners' names, adding- that there was 
another a little lower down the river, a native of ]\fa<lagascar, who 
bad arrived in that quarter only a month before with one of the 
two just mentioned, and then living in the Kraal of one }'re<lrik, 
I have permitted the master of the two la. t deserted (heing 
the Field Cornet Andries Burger of RnecuwlJerg) to proceed to 
those kraals above-mentiouc<l and try to procure the assistance 
of some of the people there to recover his and other slav •s who 
may be among or near them. 

I have strictly enjoinetl said Field Cornet not to commit any 
violence upon any kraal or hur1le whatever; hut have a.uthorisP<l 
him to apprehend any <1 erter from this 'olony lie may find an<l 
bring them prisoners to me; arnl as I am conYincc1l you will 
render him every assistance in your power to fulfil his charge, in 
order to prevent the irregularities a.nd evil c:onsPqm•11ct•s wl1iC'h 
must result from a continuation of such desertions, I have made 
him the bearer of this letter to you, which he will <lelivcr to yon 
in person if he shoul<l 1,e compelle<l to extend his journey thus far 
in order not to elude the purport of his trip. 

Besides those abovemcntioned, one slave of the Field Com­
mandant Abraham de Klcrk, a.nothcr of his 1,rolher ,J acoh <lti 
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Klcrk, and a third of Christoffel Smit, who left their masters some 
time ago, have (according to the report of said field Commandant) 
also been seen among the Bastards on the Orange River, and 
a slave of Thos. IIeegers (an inhabitant of this village) was also 
some time since in one of the kraals, according to your letter to 
said Hecgers handed over to me by the latter. If therefore 
you could promote the exertions which will be adopted to take up 
these and others, you will render an essential service to your own 
Institution as well as to the Colony by deterring others from 
following an example which they find can no longer cover them 
from detection and punishment, and oblige &c. 

(Signed) A. ST0CKE~STRO)f, Landclrost. 

L Copy.] 

Lcttc,· froui LANDDROST STOCKENSTROM to FIELDCORNE1' 
ANDRIES BURGER. 

GRUFF REL'IET, 12th December 1816. 

:FIELDC0RNET,-Enclosed you'll receive the letters for the 
Missionary Anderson and both the De Klercqs and Smit, the 
latter of which I beg you to dispatch without delay. These three 
persons have my permission t travel with you in order to try to 
get hack their runaway slaves, provided they submit to the orders 
l have given to you as the person responsible in this instance, and 
,rhich ordors as they arc to be observed promptly and have 
already been verbally issued to you will consist herein: that you 
(lo repair with a number of burghers (strong enough for your own 
proteetivu, but by no means so numerous as to excite any fear or 
suspicion in the minds of the Bastards or Bosjcsmen) directly to 
the tmals where you suppose your and other runaway slaves to be, 
all(l then demand in the most friendly and amicable manner from 
the individuals of those Kraals to a~sist you in apprehending 
those slavoH, whom you (finding them) will have a righL, without 
any such assistanee, to capture, and bring up to this Jrostdy, not 
the least violonco, however, to Le used by any of you towal'<ls 
those kraals, as it is most seriously roccmunenclecl to you not to 
lo. o Higl1t for a moment of the only inlentio11 of your mission, 
wl1icl1 is to take np rm:aways. 

- I. Q 
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As you have been present at the trial of the plot, and par­
ticularly at the examination of the slave Matthew, you'll know 
best which direction to take, but as you will probably come very 
near to the residence of Mr. Anderson, it will, in such case, Le 
a good thing for you to request his co-operation, which no donut, 
will be readily acceded to. 

Trusting that not only your own interest but also that of the 
other burghers who are concerned therein will be kept in view 
in the fullest manner, and that on your return an ample report 
of the result of your proceedings will be made to me by you, 

I remain &c. 

(Signed) A. STOCKENSTROM, Landdrost. 

[Copy.] 

Letter froni the Registrar of Slcwcs to J. F. IlEITZ, ESQRE., 
Cornmissary of Vcruliics. 

OFFICE FOR THE ENREGISTERMEllT OF 8LA.VE8, 

CAPE TowN, 12th December 1816. 

Srn,-As the revenues of government arising through this 
department from the sales of slaves sold by public auction have 
been materially infringed, I must beg you will be pleased to 
forward to me, as early as possible, a statement of such slaves 
as have been sold by public auction within your jurisdiction since 
the 26th .April last, and to continue this monthly, specifying by 
and to whom they have been sold, and of what distriet the 
purchasers are resident. I have &c. 

(Rigued) G. J. HoGEitS, Inspector. 

[ 'opy.J 

I',"OClamation by Lonn CHARLES So~IEI:SET. 

Whereas some of the Hules arnl Hcgulatious containccl in my 
l'roclamation of the Twenty-ninth day uf ,July, in the year of our 
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Lord One Thousancl Eight Hundred and Fourteen, for the 
preservation of Game, and to prevent improper Persons, or others, 
uulicenced by Government, as heretofore, from the killing of 
Grune, have appeare<l to be subject to misunderstanding, and to 
lead to consequences affecting the rights of individual property:­
I have therefore thought proper to ordain the following modifica­
tions, with which the said Rules and Regulations are to remain 
in full force, and, under no pretence whatsoever, to be deviated 
from, viz. 

1. That the Sixth Article of the SJ.id Proclamation of the 29th 
day of July, 1814, whereby "the finding of Game in any Dwelling 
House in Cape Town, or elsewhere, is made liable to a penalty of 
:Fifty Hixdollars," be repealed and annulled. 

2. That it shall, at any time, be lawful for any Proprietor, or 
Occupier of Land, which shall have been brought into cultivation, 
to kill, destroy, and drive forth from out of such Land, being in a 
state of cultivation, all and every species of Game, which shall 
there have entered or harboured, to the loss, annoyance, and injury 
of the Proprietor, or Occupier; pro,ided always, that it shall not 
be lawful to pursue or destroy such Game out of, or beyond the 
limits of the Land so cultivated. 

3. That no Person or Persons whatever shall, under warrant of 
any Licence, or other authority, pursue or kill any Game, in or 
upon any Lands, the property f, or lawfully occupiecl by, any 
lrnlividual in the Colony, without the express permission of the 
l'roprietor or Occupier thereof, under a penalty of twenty-five 
IMs. for the first transgresRiou, and of one hundred. Tids. on 
repetition of the offence, after the first warning, over and above 
th • payment of d.amages, if such be proved, recoverable hy 
ordinary prosecution at Law; 1n·ovide<l always, that due notice 
and warning shall have heen given, not to trespass in the pursuit 
of Game on the Lands of the said. Proprietor or Occupier. 

-1. That in conse<tUCJH'e of reprPsentaiions which hnvc hecn 
made, that the amount of Howards payalilc for the de !ruction of 
noxious A!limals, hai1, in many i11sta11ees, cx:t:cede<l the snm it was 
calculate<l wonl(l have heen rcquir(•d from the re:-;pe('Live ])ir;trict 
Tren. nril' to that end, no l'C\\ard shall in fntnre be paid for the 
killing of Vl•rmin, or other 110 ions Animals, except a:-; far ru 
reganls the :\fo11 ehournl, Hawk, nll(l \Vilcl Cat; the destruct ion 
of "hich .\11imals, respcctircly, hall be rewarded a heretofore. 

Q 3 
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And that no person may plead ignorance hereof, this shall be 
published and affixed as usual. 

God save the King ! 

Given under my Ilancl and Seal at the Cape of Good Ilopc, this 
1:Hh clay of December 1816. 

(Signed) C. II. So11mnsET. 

[Copy.] 

Letter from LANDDROST STOCKEXSTR0:111 to DEPUTY 

SECRETARY Brno. 

GHAAFF REINET, December Hth 181G. 

Sm,-On a Circuit through the Sneeuwbcrgen about the latter 
end of last and beginning of this month the Held Cornet of that 
Division, Andries Burger, reported to me that two of his slaves 
and one of Karel Jacobus van Heerden had deserted a fow days 
before and (as he had since understood) made their escape to the 
Orange River, where they intended to settle among the Bastards 
of the J\.1issionary Institution, and in which direction ho had 
traced them for near two days journey, but without being able to 
overtake them. As circumstances led me to suppose tbat there 
were more concerned in this plot, I made a very particular enquiry 
into the cause and origin thereof, and found that several other 
slaves of said field cornet arnl his Lrother Schalk Burger had for 
some time back been planning such a scheme, proposed by one of 
those now absent, who had Leon enticed thereto Ly i-ome Bastards 
who had visited Graaff Uoinet, with a party of missionaries some 
time Lefore, and ha(l promised him a safe retreat where he never 
again would Le fournl; lmt that the romairnlor not being al,le to 
procure horses were loft liohill(l, as the priucipals fearing that their 
plot would Le tfocoverod, woultl wait no longer. I thought 
necessary to puniHh such as had been parLicularly conC'ernecl, 
with a determination of proposing some stops to His J~xeelleney 
the Governor to put it stop to these inegularities; lmt at my 
return to this llrost(ly I receive,l a letter frurn the Fil'l,l 
Commandant Ahraham de 'ler<1, stating that he hail rcreive<l 
certain information, that a slave of his, one of his brother ,Jncoh 
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de Olerq's, and a third of Christoffel Smit Wm. Son, who had lately 
run away, were also living among the Bastards on the Orange 
Hiver, and on the 12th Instant the Field Cornet Andries Burger 
above-mentioned brought to me the slave of Karel Jacobus van 
Ileerden, as abovementioned to have been deserted, which slave 
then confessed that having joined the two others they pursued 
their way towards the Orange lliver with a determination of 
settling among the ulack nations beyond the Bastards, but being 
informed on their arrival among the latter that those black nations 
were so much exasperated on account of an attack which had been 
made upon them by Coeuraa<l Buys at the head of those who had 
lately separated themselves from l\Ir. Anderson's Institution, that 
it woulll not be safe to venture among them, they (the three slaves) 
changed their mind, when he informed the Bastards that they 
were run-away slaves, and came back himself, leaving the other 
two behiml, saying that they never would return to their master. 
This same person also informed me that in one of the Kraals 
through which he passed two slaves were pointed out to him by 
one of the Bastards residing in it, one calling himself the property 
of the widow Van Wyk, who had been there five years, and the 
other saying that his ma ter's name was Slabbert, and that he had 
arrived in that quarter about a month before with another slave, 
whom he had left in another kraal a little lower down the 
river. Adding to this inform~on, that some time ago a letter 
from ~fr. Anderson to an inhabit.ant of this village, 1'hos. Hegcrs, 
was handed io me by the latter, in which the former acknowlellged 
that a slave belonging to said Heg<:n; was in one of his kraals or 
out-posts, that he had tried to persuade him to return, but that as 
those means had been of no arnil, he had no power, nor was it 
comiistent with the ou,ied of his mission to send him back hy force. 
These then, and some other representations mn.de to me hy 
inhabitants of their slaves l.wing harboured in those parts, induced 
me to accede to the request of the l<'ield Cornet Burger, that he 
might be allowed to go with a smail party and try to recover his 
if possible, an1l in order to put an e!foctual stop to such desertions, 
I directed him to interest himself as much for others as he could, 
and gave leave to three other persons, concerned in a similar 
manner as hims ,lf, to accompany him. 

To conYince Mr. Anclerson of the reliance which Go,ernment 
places in hi cooperation, for the general gooll, l gave the Field 
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Cornet a letter to him, of which I have the honor of enclosing a 
copy, as also one of the orders I have given the Field Cornet 
himself. 

In making you acquainted with these measures for the 
information of His Excellency the Governor, I am in hopes that 
His Excellency will see the necessity of some check being given 
to those cncreasing <lesertions ; an<l I coultl not think of any plan 
more reasonable and fair. I have &c. 

(Signed) A. SrocKEXSTRO~r, LamklrosL. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from LORD BATHURST to Lo1m CIIARLI:s SmrnnSET. 

COLONIAL OFFICE, 17 December lil6. 

l\fy LORD,-I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
your Lordship's Letter of the 15th October lat No. 67. 

I have requested His Royal Highness The Commander in Chief 
to cause the necessary Arrangements to be a<lopte<l for placing the 
reduced Officers of the Cape Colonial Regiment on the Half Pay 
of the Army. I have etc. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter froni LORD BATHURST to LORD CuARu:s So,mnsET. 

COLONIAL OFFICE, 18th December 1816. 

MY Lonn,-I have the honour to acknowledge the Receipt of 
your Dispatch No. 65 and to convey to you in answer the Sanc­
tion of His Majesty's Government to an Increase of 1500 Hix: 
Dollars per Annum in the Salary of ihe Deputy :Fiscal Mr. 
Borcherts in consideration of his useful and meritorious :::;ervices 
at the Cape. I have also to sanction the augmentation you have 
recommended to the Salary of the first Clerk in the Auditor's 
Office by which he will receive 400 Hix Dollars per Annum in 
aduition to his former Allowances, and for the Reasons Your 
Lordship has stated there docs not appear to be any objection 
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to the Employment in this Office of an Extra Clerk at the low 
rate of 700 Rix Dollars per Annum, to commence as well as the 
preceding Arrangements from the 1st of July last. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter froni LORD D.\.TIIURS'.l' to 1.mm CIIARLES SOMERSET. 

COLONIAL Q~•FIOE, 19 December 1816. 

MY LoRD,-At the request of General de Neuffer the Wiirtem­
berg Minister I do myself the honour to transmit to your Lord­
ship the enclosed Document being a Power of .Attorney executed 
by a Subject of Wurtemberg residing at the Cape, and I have 
to request your Lordship would be pleased to take the necessary 
Steps for verifying the same and that you would then transmit 
the paper to me, in order that I may return it to His Excellency 
the General de Neuffer. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

[~py.J 

Letter from DEPUTY SECRETARY BIRD to the COMMISSARY 
OF VENDUES. 

COLONIAL OFFICE, 23rd Decembei· 1816. 

Sm,-It having been represented to his Excellency the Governor 
that the government is considerauly defrauded by persons pur­
chasing slaves at vendue evading the payment of Transfer duty, 
I am directed to call upon you to furuish the Registry Office with 
a monthly return of slaves sold by vendue in the preceding month, 
stating the names or estate of seller, and the names of purchasers. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) C. nnrn. 
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[Original.] 

Return of Troops serving at the Cape of Good llope on the 
25th of December 1816. 

Officers of all ranks 201 
Sergeants, Trumpeters, Drummers, and Rank and File: 

Royal Artillery . 22G 
Sappers and Miners . 11 
21st Light Dragoons 918 
60th Foot . 91!) 

83rd :Foot. 753 
72nd Foot. 826 
Cape Regiment (Grahams Town) 553 
Garrison Company (Algca Day) 135 

Prize Negroes 

(Signed) 

Grand Total 4542 
GO 

C. H. S0)1ERSET, General Commanding. 

[Copy.] 

Proclamation by LORD CIIARLES SmrnR8ET. 

Concerni:ug the creation of new to replace worn out paper 
money. 

27th Dtcember 1816. 

[Copy.] 

Letter jro11i Sm HUDSON LOWE to Lorm CHARLES So~rnRs1:-r. 

ST. IIELENA, 2 th December 181G. 

MY LORD,-! do myself the honour to inform your l~xcellcncy 
that there is embarked on board His Majesty's Ship Griffon com­
manded by Capt. ·wright, The Count Las Casas, one of the persons 
who accompanied General Bonaparte when he came to this Island 
on board His Majesty's Ship Nodhimtbcrlantl. He is attended by 
his son. 
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The circumstances which have occasioned his removal from 
the person of General Bonaparte and his being sent to the Colony 
under your Excellency's Government are briefly as follows. 

Count Las Casas had attempted to open a channel of secret 
and clandestine Intercour11e with Europe, and had actually charged 
an Inhabitant of this Island with letters under a disguised form 
concealed in the lining of a waistcoat when a disclosure took 
effect. 

It became indispensably necessary and particularly so from the 
circumstance of only part of the lette1s having been discovered in 
the first instance to immediately separate him from General 
Bonaparte's person and to secure his papers. 

He was removed to a different part of the Island under prohibi­
tion of Intercourse, except with such persons as I might authorize, 
until all the circumstances of his case were fully examined, when 
I finally decided on adopting that course with him which is the 
most directly pointed out by my Instructions, viz. that of sending 
him to the Cape of Good Hope, leaving however to him the 
alternative either of remaining on this Island separate from 
General Bonaparte or returning to Longwood the place of General 
Bonaparte's residence until answers should arrive from England 
on certain points which I found it necessary to refer to the 
Secretary of State, from whom my authority proceeds regarding 
him. 

These points principally relate to the disposal of certain papers 
found in his possession, which as having been mutually claimed 
by General Bonaparte and himself on grounds of a contradictory 
nature, and for other strong reasons, I have resolved on retaining 
under Seal in this Island until I should receive answers from 
England regarding them. 

My first proposal to Count Las Casas, I should however observe 
to your Excellency, was that he should remain on this Island, 
under the impression that it would be more agreeable to him 
than proceeding to the Cape. To this proposal he fully assented, 
and I was in hope your Excellency might have been thus saved 
the trouble of any consideration in respect to him. 

It was not until after the arrival at this Island of the Orantes 
Frigate with Captain Pointowski and the three servants who had 
been removed from General Bonaparte's establishment that he 
changed his determination, and dcdded ou proceeding to the Cape. 
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I am not however enabled to state that this circumstance di<l 
influence his decision. 

I have since, from motives of consideration to his state of 
health and that of his son, made frequent offers that he might 
remain at Longwood instead of living separate from General Bona­
parte, but without effect. 

Count Las Casas has made repeated applications to me to send 
him to England. 

This my instructions do not permit. It is only when criminally 
attacked for prosecution at law the Act of Parliament prescribes 
persons may be sent to England for trial. 

In all other cases my Instructions are most particular for 
removal to the Cape. 

This is a circumstance of which Count Las Casas was made 
fully aware when he signed his declaration to remain on this 
Island, and having been guilty of a premeditated Breach of the 
conditions on which he was permitted to reside here, he has 
rendered himself fully liable to the consequence. 

For your Excellency's more full information on this suhject, I 
have the honour to enclose the following papers. 

No. 1. Copy of my decision on Count Las Casas' case. 
No. 2. Copy of a letter accompanying it. 
No. 3. Extract of a letter addressed to Count Bertrand for the 

information of the persons of General Bonaparte's family before 
their declarations were signed. 

No. 4. Extract of letters from Earl Bathurst in which I mn 
informed of the line your Excellency may have been instructed to 
pursue in regard to persons sent from this Islarnl, arnl containing 
his Lordship's Instructions for my guidance in sending them to 
tho Cape. 

No. 5. Extract of a letter from Count Bertrand to me respecting 
Count Las Casas. 

To. G. Extract from my reply to Count Bertrand. 
No. 7. :Minute of a conversation had with Count Las Casas on 

the 27th December. 
Your Lordship will observe from tho perusal of these several 

papers that Count Las Casas has received no assunmce or en­
couragement whatever from me, that he woul<l lJe likely lo receirn 
your Excellency's passport to re! um lo Europe, aml umler all the 
circumstances of Count Las Casas' case, which ham been most 
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fully reported upon to Earl Bathurst, I should not deem it advis­
able to take any step in respect to his return to Europe which 
may anticipate the decision of Government regarding him. 

Before his departure from Longwood no complaint wn.s made to 
me respecting the state of his own health nor that of his son. 
Since his separation urgent representations have been offered upon 
this point. 

Chagrin of mind may have very possibly increased the disposi­
tion to malady in both ca es. 

The return to Longwood not compulsory, but voluntary, ap­
peared to me to offer the be ·t remedy. 

This not being availed of, I consider Count Las Casas himself as 
responsible for any consequences that may possibly ensue from 
the change he now exposes himself to. His son has always been 
at perfect liberty to return to Europe. 

I enclose copy of medical reports which I have called for in 
respect to the state of the Father's and the Son's health. I have &c. 

( igned) H. LOWE, Lt. General. 

Abstract of the Accounts of llis :Majesty's Receiver General at the 
Oape of Good Hope, for the Year 1816. 

REVE UE: 
Tids. ski!. st. 

Balance 15,122 5 ·1~ 
Lombard bank 7!l,7G4 1 0 

l)i[to (repayments) 26,730 G 4: 
Di~count bank 2G,30G 4 1 
V endue duties 132,2G5 5 1 
Customs 237,lUO 1 0 
Land revenue 85,017 G 4 
'l'ithcs and transfer duties 27U,5GU 3 3! 
8tamps ll:.l,107 0 0 
Scqucstrator'K <lcpartmcut l:l,271 1 1 
l'ri11ti1w ,!upart111cnt H,7G2 :.l 0 
Commando tax ·15,500 0 0 
Port dues ll,G:H G 0 
Postage U,2!J8 1 0 
l<'t'cs of ofl1ccs r,1 ,510 0 2 

Do. wine ta.stcr's department 10, 72:l 1 0 

Carried forwarJ I, 150,i!l 1 0 3 • 

 

 



236 Records of the Cape Colony. 

Rd~. $kll. ,t. 
Brought forward. 1,150,itH 0 31 

3 
Annual Repayment by Stellenbosch . :l,000 0 0 
Iler, t of a mill ·11·1 1 0 
Tolls 31,081 2 2 
Rimon·s Town tll.xes l,5f11 2 0 
l\Iisccllaneous receipts G,lGU 0 5 

HJs. I, rn:1,022 6 4l 
3 

EXPE~'DlTURE: 
Rd3. skll. •t. 

Civil list, sterling salarice 28/i,80!) 7 2½ 
Coloui:tl ~al:uics 35ll,074 5 :g 
Public buildings ( erection of new and repairs of old building~, 

&c.) '18,:l88 5 1 
Cape regiment 237,705 1 :i¼ 
l'ay of Hottentot captains 2,771 6 2 
Commis.,ariat expenses I ,;)73 7 :l} 
Expenses of ofiicea . 2tJ, :iO:J 2 4 
Criminal prisoners and convicts !l,501 5 2 
Remittance to colonial agent ·15,GliU 4 l!, 
Bible and school funu in aid of the same 5,0GG 0 3 
Freight and pasHage rno111·y, travclii11g expense~, &c. 3,:)11 ,, 

0 .., 
IIouse rent and Judging money. 5,U25 2 3¼ 
V c~scls and boatR, purclmfie money and re}'airs of ditto, in-

eluding charges of the harbour master's departments 
of outp(lsts 5,8H 4 0 

Buck bay, Grootepo~t and Romcr.-et e lablishmcnts 3,177 ,, 
0 •> 

GoYcmmcnt Constantia wino :wo 0 0 
Cununission of circuit U,118 ·1 0 
Annual repayment hy Rtellenho8ch (destroyed) 3,000 0 0 
Lorn bard bank, on account of 500,000 rds. full!! iiO, I\JO 3 5 
Ho.ids all!l bridges . ;17,31:J 2 ll 
l\1isccllaneous expclllliture 10,0\):.l G ·If 

Balance 2U/.!21 :.l :i: 
--------

IM. 

l\USCELLANIWUS HECElPTS:-181G. 

Fiscal's department, the amount of expenses rd111Hlc,l hy 
sen•ral maHters who,o ~lave8 wt•rc cri111inally Jlro o­
cuted and afterwards returned to them 

Carrictl forward . 

1, l!J:l,O'.!:.l (j •I} 

!Mo. 1kll. 11. 
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Rds. ski!. st. 

Brought forward 595 2 0 
Agent for Groote Post, in reimbursement of the sum advanced 

from the Treasury 2,550 0 0 
Landdrost and Heemraden of Swellendam, in part l)ayment of 

tbe district's debt , 218 0 C 
Colonial paymaster, in reimbursement of the salary paid to 

the colonial agent, from the 1st of January to 30 June 2,805 6 5 

Total Rds. 6,169 0 5 

(Signed) J, W. STOLL, Rec' Gen'. 

SUNDRY EXPENDITURE :-1816. 

W. Lawson, Esq., for gunpowder 
G. P. Naude, for the merit and industry shown by him in the 

invention of a new waggon 
Commissary-general, forage issued to the Rev. Mr. IIough 
Mr. J. Spoore, the expense he was put to in bringing out live 

stock for the use of the colony 
J. Bruchheiser, meat, &c. for lions 
Mr. Roper, in reimbursement of His Majesty's share in a 

certain fine paid by him. 
H. Sturk, in reimbursement of such costs as he was obliged to 

pay ou certain sentences which he obtained against 
some officers of the 93rd regiment . 

Commissary-general, forage issued to Rev. Mr. Hough . 
Premiums given at the fanning of the wme licences 
J. P. Minnaar, in reimbursement of transfer duties paid by 

him on a place which he bought from his late mother. 
J. II. Uruchheiser, meat, &c. for lions 
J. A.. Zinn, tools for stone quarry at Robben Island 
Executioner . 
Mr. 'l'hetmisson, for two waggons 
J. Dick, for board und lodging of Captain Poniatowsky. 
Mr. Durham, for furnishing the apartmllnts occupied by 

Captain I>oniatowsky in the Castle . 
Resident at Saldanha l3ay, forage for a horse 
J. H. Bruchheiser, meat, &c. for lions 
Messrs. P. & G. Marais, in reimbursement of certain duties 

paid by them 

Total Ilds. 

Rds. ski!. st. 
1,930 4 0 

500 0 0 
32 1 4 

900 0 0 
750 6 0 

666 5 2 

114 0 4 
73 5 41 

8G5 0 0 

346 5 2 
525 0 0 
185 2 0 
112 4 0 

1,600 0 0 
792 2 0 

105 0 0 
128 2 0 
225 0 0 

240 0 0 
-------
10,002 6 4} 

(Signed) J. W. STOLL, Rec' Gen'. 

 

 



Return showing the Population and Cattle in the Possession of Individuals at the Gape of Good Hope 
in the Year 1816. 
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Return showing the State of Cultivation ancl Quantity of Land occupied at the Cape of Good Hope 
in the yca1· 1816. 
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[Office Copy.] 

Letter fror11, LonD BATllURST to LORD CHARLES , o~rnr:. ET. 

COLONIAL OFFIOE, 1st ,Tanuary, 18 I 7. 

MY L0RD,-I have received and laid before The Prince Herrent 
your Dispatch No. 62, and I am commanded by His Hoyal 
Highness to express to you the Satisfaction which His Hoyal 
Highness has derived from the earnest Disposition ,vhich you 
have manifested on all occasions to diminish the Expenditure of 
the Colony under your Government and to furnish every detail 
necessary to enable His Royal Highness to form a Judgment as to 
the practicability of bringing the Resources of the Cape in aid of 
the :Military expenditure of the Colony. 

It is most gratifying to His Royal Highness to observe that this 
latter Object, which is at the present moment one of paramount 
Importance, can by the Arrangement now in contemplation be 
made compatible with the regard due to the :Feelings of the 
Uolonists and to the Claim which you so justly state them to 
have to the Appropriation to local Improvements of an adequate 
proportion of the Revenue which they so cheerfully contribute. 

If this Opinion is found to be at variance with that which 
Your Lordship has expressed in your Dispatch, it is only because 
in intimating the Amount of Military Expenditure You have 
proceeded upon the Supposition that it was possible to maintain 
permanent1y at the Cape during l'cace a Garrison of 4000 Men of 
which a portion should be Cavalry. Upon a review of the general 
Military Arrangements of the Country iL has however Leen 
decided that the Force to uc allotted to the J)cfcnce of the Cape 
during Peace must be within 2-100 Infantry. The consequence is 
that the Commissariat expcnco which after deducting the Hum 
provided in the :Estimates, in the course of the last year amounted 
to 467,115 Hix Dollars cannot in any future year uc e.·pectecl to 
exceed 300,000. The Portions of Colonial ltevcnue which I con­
sider properly applicalJlc to defray this charge arc as follows vizL.: 

The Chnrge of the Cnpo Corps which including Clothing 
cannot be taken at le s thnn 

The s:win" upon the I·>pcnccs of Public \VorJ-s a~ 
rccommcraie<l 1,y you. 

'l'he Savi11" of the t:iahry of Lieutenant Governor 

It. Ur. 

220,000 

~0,000 
:10,000 
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It is upon this Calculation that His Royal Highness has been 
pleased to signify his Command that the extraordinary expences 
of the Troops should henceforth be defrayed by the Colony alone. 

By thus transferring to the Colony the whole charge of the 
Commissariat the Services of that Establishment at the Cape 
may be altogether dispensed with, and as an additional saving 
will thus accrue to the Public while some Encrease of expence 
will fall upon the Colony, there will be no objection in the 
event of the colonial means proving inadequate, to your drawing 
upon His Majesty's Treasury for a sum not exceeding £5000 
sterling in the course of the year, it being however distinctly 
understood that in no case is this Country to defray any charge 
on account of the extraordinary Military expences of the Garrison 
above £5000. 

From the manner in which I have proposed that the Colony 
should defray the extraordinary expences of the Troops, you will 
observe that the reduction of the Cape Regiment and the Removal 
of the 21st Light Dragoons are indispensable Preliminaries to the 
proposed arrangement. If the former has not been already reduced, 
you will on the Receipt of this Dispatch lose no Time in carrying 
its complete reduction into effect. 

With respect to the Dragoons, Measures will be immediately 
taken for their removal and for the disposal of their horses in 
the Colony. If however in the otal Absence of all Cavalry, You 
should deem it advisable (and the Means of the Colony should 
admit of it) to maintain as is done in Ceylon a certain Number 
of Colonial Dragoons for the purpose of Military Communication, 
you will be at liberty to retain any Number of the Horses of the 
21st Lt. Dragoons (not exceeding 200) which you may require, 
for the delivery of which (without Payment) Orders will be duly 
given. 

With reference to those Points of your dispatch which refer to 
Subjects of retrenchment, I have not failed to communicate to 
the Commander in Chief your observations with regard to the 
Staff Officers employed in the Colony, and I have equally pressed 
upon The Lords Commissioners of the Treasury the Adoption of 
the economical Arrangements which you have suggested with 
respect to the Barracks. 

I have also represented to the Admiralty the necessity of 
restoring to the Colony the Buildings occupied hy thorn nnd of 

XI. 
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relieving the Colony from the Repairs of those Buildings which 
have become dilapidated during their occupation. 

In adverting to the various retrenchments recommended by you 
or actually carried into effect in the Colonial expenditure, I have 
only to assure you that they have received the entire Approbation 
of His Royal Highness The Prince Regent, and I should do but 
little Justice either to His Royal Highness's Commands or to my 
own feelings if I did not express how much your successful 
exertions to repay the Debts due by the Colony to this Country, 
and to reduce the expenditure generally within the Limits of its 
Revenue have been appreciated. His Majesty's Government feel 
that it is to your prudent Administration of the Colony that they 
are principally indebted for the Means of now supporting in the 
Colony the Garrison required for its defence, and you will I am 
confident derive the most sincere satisfaction from having con­
tributed at a time of such severe pressure as the present to 
relieve the Mother Country from so considerable a Charge. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from HENRY GoULBURN, l~SQRE., to 
LORD CHARLES SOMEltSET. 

CoLONIAL OFFICE, 3,·d January 1817. 

MY Lonn,-I have received Earl Bathnrst's directions to trans­
mit to you the enclosed Letter from Mr. M'Donald, and to request 
your Lordship would be please(l to give to his Application 
respecting the unclaimed J>roperty of his son, as favorable a 
consideration as the Nature of the Case will admit. I have &c. 

(Signed) IIENHY GOULBURN. 
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[Office Copy.] 

Letter from LORD BATHURST to LORD CHARLES So1trnRSET. 

COLONIAL OFFICE, 4th January 1817. 

MY LORD,-Your Dispatch of the 19th of October last trans­
mitting a Copy of the Proceedings against a Hottentot, named 
Kievit, convicted of Murder, having been referred to the Con­
sideration of the Secretary of State for the Home Department, I 
do myself the honour to enclose to you a Copy of the Answer 
which Lord Viscount Sidmouth has directed to be returned, 
stating the Conditions upon which his Lordship would recommend 
the Prisoner in question to the Royal Mercy. I have &c. 

(Signed) 

[Copy.] 

Letter from THOMAS LACK, EsQRE., to 
GEORGE HARRISON, ESQRE. 

BATHURST. 

OFFIOE OF COMMITTEE OF PRIVY COUNCIL FOR TRADE, 

WmTEHALL, 8th January 1817. 

Sm,-The Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade 
have had under their consideration the several papers transmitted 
in your letter of the 28th August last, relative to a petition of 
Messrs. Ebden & Watts, stating that a quantity of tobacco im­
ported by them into the Cape of Good Hope from the Mauritius, 
and intended to be sold for the consumption of the former colony, 
had been seized by the Custom House Officers there upon the 
ground of the importation being illegal ; but that Messrs. Ebden 
& Watts contended that the transaction was not illegal, the 
tobacco having been imported from tho Mauritius in a British 
ship, and being admissible into the Cape of Good Hope under 
the circuitous Trade Act 54 Geo. 3, Cap. 34, that the Custom 
House Officers at the Cape refused to assign any grounds for 
thinking the importation illegal, and held the tobacco in seizure 
to await a decision from hence, for which however it does not 
appear that they have yet applied. 

 

 



244 Recol'lls of the Cape Colony. 

The Lords of the Committee having great doubts, how far the 
Custom House officers were justified in deeming the importation 
illegal, thought it right to refer the case in the first instance to 
the attorney and solicitor general; but the papers appear by some 
accident to have been mislaid and never to have reached the Law 
Officers, and it is strongly represented by the memorialists that 
the delay thus occasioned in the determination of their case, is 
greatly injurious to the property ; and they have prayed that, at 
all events, the tobacco in question may be allowed to be sold 
at the Cape, and the proceeds lodged with the customs till the 
case is decided: If it should be favorable to the memorialists, 
the whole of the proceeds to be paid over to them, and if 
unfavorable, then such part only as, after leaving a reasonable 
satisfaction to the seizing officer, would save them from the total 
loss of the property. 

I am directed by their Lordships to acquaint you, for the in­
formation of the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury, 
that under all the circumstances of the case, they arc of opinion 
that it would be just and fair to accede tu this application ; and 
I am thereupon to request that you ,vill move the Lords of the 
Treasury to give the necessary directions to the Customs accord­
ingly, and also to require that the officers at the Cape of Good 
Hope should state distinctly and without loss of time, the grounds 
upon which they considered the importation illegal, and as sub­
jecting the tobacco to seizure; as the Lords of this Committee 
will then be in a better situation to decide upon the ultimate 
disposal of the said cargo. I am &c. 

(Signed) Tl!O:'.l[AS LACK. 

[Original.J 

Letter froin H. HAMILTON, ESQRE., to HENRY Gou1nuRN, EsQRE. 

J<'OREWN OFFICE, Jllnuary !)th 1817. 

Sm,-In reference to my letter of the 22nd October, I am 
directed by Lord Castlereagh to transmit to you the copy uf a 
note from Count Munster stating that the Revd. Mr. Kauffman is 
now arrived in London, and requesting for him a free passage to 
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the Cape of Good Hope: .And I am to request that you will move 
Earl Bathurst to cause the necessary directions to be given in 
conformity to Count Munster's request. I am &c. 

(Signed) H. fullULTON 

[ Original. l 

Lettel' jroni Lo1m Cu,utLES So11rnRSET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE OF Goon HoPE, 10th January 1817. 

MY LoRn,-I have had the honour to receive your Lordship's 
dispatch No. 64, acquainting me that it is not the intention of His 
Majesty's government to appoint any person to succeed to the 
office of vendue master here, which became vacant by the 
resignation of Mr. Fagel in the year 1814, and directing me to 
take the most adviseable measures for the future regulation of the 
vendue sales, in order that the profits on such sales which have 
been heretofore assigned to the vendue master may be carried to 
the Colonial Treasury. 

The importance of the Vendue Office as a great branch of the 
Colonial Revenue must have been made apparent to your Lordship 
by the report I had the honour to make upon it in my dispatch 
No. 62. The predilection which all commercial people have for 
the mode adopted here of disposing of property by Public Sale (so 
that, in fact, it is almost the only medium of traffic between 
individuals), while it marked the confidence of the public in the 
established system, pointed out the necessity of the greatest 
caution in adopting new regulations, lest the Colonial Income 
should suffer in consequence of any change which should be 
adopted calculated to shake the beneficial conti<lence which I have 
alluded to. The income already derived from sales by vendue is 
not inconsiderable, hut that income is not all the benefit derived 
by this gm·ernrnent from the public sales, as besides the per 
c-entage which is charged upon the sales and which is deducted 
from the amount which becomes due to the seller, the purchaser 
is obliged to have a recl'ipt for the amount of his purchase upon a 
stamp, the Yalue of which varies in proportion to the sum he has 
laitl out, ~u that tl,e iucrcasing reYenue in the stamp department 

 

 



246 Recordi, of the Cape Colony. 

is to be attributed in great measure to the strong predilection for 
these public sales. 

The duty on public vendues is at present 5 per cent on move­
ables and 2½ on immoveables ; of this the government took 3½ on 
moveables and 1¾ on immoveables, thus leaving to the vendue 
master 1½ per cent on the former and ¾ per Cent on the 
proceeds of the latter for his profit and to cover his expences. 
These expences were very high, a great number of persons were 
employed by him, and upon a very strict examination into the 
vendue accounts for some years past, I have not found that the 
vendue master has cleared more than from 12 to 15,000 rixdollars 
per annum from this source. 

In compliance with your Lordship's instructions 'therefore, I 
have taken the best means I could devise for securing hence­
forward to the Public Treasury the profit hitherto enjoyed by the 
Vendue Master, and I have also directed those profits to be 
brought to account for the years 1815 and 181G, although the 
agents of Mr. Fagel expected to have had them paid over to him, 
but as his resignation is of 1814 it did not appear to me that he 
could have any just claim to them, especially as since his return 
to Holland he has been in the serYice of another power as a 
captain in the Navy. As however I judged that it was essential 
that no change should take place calculated to shake the confidence 
of the public in what is so material to our revenue, and as imleed 
I believed it dangerous to attempt such, I have not hesitated to 
continue the same persons in the several employments they held 
under Mr. l!'agel, and altho' to the persons in the inferior branches 
I have caused a small increase of their emolument to be held out 
to them, yet I have not made a greater increase than I understand 
the late Vendue Master would have been under the nece:,sily of 
making had he continued in office. I ha.ve enclos d a list of 
per:;ons employed with the salaries at which it is proposed they 
should stand for your Lordship's sanction. 

1fr. Heitz, who has actecl as deputy to 11:r. Fagel for seven yearn, 
and whose character and conduct have deservedly gained him the 
esteem and entire confidence of the puhlic, appeared to mo to 
he the fittest person to continne in the superintellllunce of this 
important branch of the revenue, and I cannot more clearly­
explain to your Lordship the line I have adopted, and wl1ich l 
now submit for your approbation, than hy enclosing to you the 
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copy of the letter which I caused to be addressed to Mr. Reitz 
upon communicating to him the new arrangement. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HEN"RY SOMERSET. 

[Copy.] 

Proclamation by Lon.D CHARLES SOMERSET. 

Concerning the destruction of worn out paper money. 

10th Janiwry 1817. 

f Original.J 

Letter from LORD CHARLES SOMERSET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE OF Goon HOPE, 11th January 1817. 

MY LORD,-I have the honor to enclose the memorial of 
Messrs. Ebden and Watts, contractors for the supply of the Navy 
with tobacco. The principal officers -of His Majesty's Revenue 
having been of opinion, under the circumstances of the case, they 
had not authority to admit the import of American tobacco from 
the Isles of Mauritius and yet expressing themselves satisfied 
with the good intentions of he parties, as by the enclosed 
certificate, I beg leave to recommend their memorial to your 
Lordship's favourable consideration. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SOMERSET. 

[Enclosure in the above.] 

To His Excellency the RIGHT HoN'BLE !LORD CHARLES HENRY 
SOMEHSET, Governor and Com1nande1· in Chief of the Cape 
of Good Hope, &c., &c., &c. 

The Memorial of Ebden and ·watts, of Cape Town, Merchants, 
most respectfully sheweth: 

That the ofilccrs of the Customs entertaining doubts as to the 
legality of the importation of 34 IIhds. of toLacco per J,friry ancl 
Scilly, oLjectecl to allow the same to Le landecl, but being con­
vincccl that mcmoriali:,ts had acted bona ficlc, awl withont ,tny idea 
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that they were not fully justified by the laws passed regulating 
the trade of this Colony, they with the concurrence of Your 
:Excellency under a letter dated 6 March 1816, a copy of which 
is hereunto annexed, permitted the same to be landed and placed 
in the Custom House Stores, where it still remains. That in the 
event of the Lords of His Majesty's Treasury, to whom a reference 
has been made by memorialists touching the legality of the im­
portation, and praying that it might be permitted to entry for 
Colonial consumption, concurring in opinion with the officer of 
customs as to the transaction not being strictly legal, much will 
depend upon their view of the conduct of memorialists, which will 
doubtless he principally directed by the report of the authorities 
on the spot ; memorialists therefore referring to their former 
memorials in this case, and trusting that Your Lordship will 
recognize in this transaction a desire to supply tobacco to His 
Majesty's Navy with the least possible delay, and without any 
doubt as to the legality of the transaction, most humbly pray that 
Your Excellency will be plf'ased to recommend the case to the 
favorable consideration of their Lordships. 

And your memorialists as in duty bound will ever pray. 

(Signed) EBDEN & w ATTS. 
CAPE OF Goon HOPE, January 3rd 1817. 

[Original.l 

Letter frorn LORD CHARLES ~o,rnRSET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE OF Goon HorE, Janttary 12th 1817. 

MY DEAR LonD,-The Revd. Dr. Jones our Colonial Chaplain 
having signified to me his Determination to resign the situation 
he holds here, I have appointed the Revel. Mr. Hough (Chaplain 
of Simons Town) to succeed him. 

The 22nd clause of my Instructions vesting the collating to 
Benefices here in the Governor for the time being, it becomes my 
Duty to appoint a Clergyman to the vacancy Mr. Hough's remov.al 
has oGcasioned, aud it affords me no small satisfaction that the 
disposal of it is vested in me, as it gives me an opportunity of 
requesting your Lordship to name any one (in whom you may 
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feel an interest) who you may think qualified for the Situation. 
The Emoluments of this Appointment are £350 sterling per 
annum, with the advantage of a house and forage for a horse. 

Should your Lordship have no one you are anxious about for 
the Situation, may I ask you to name the vacancy to my Brother 
Beaufort, to whom I have written on the subject. 

As I am aware that your Lordship takes considerable interest 
in Mr. Hough, it affords me much pleasure in assuring you that 
his conduct here renders him very deservedly beloved by us all. 
I am sorry to say that Dr. Jones has not had equal success in 
cultivating the esteem and good will of the Community here, this 
is however (as your Lordship must be aware) entirely for your 
private ear. The sooner Mr. Hough's successor appears at Simon'~ 
Town the better. Believe me &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SOMERSET. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from, LORD BATHURST to LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

COLONIAL OFFICE, 16th January 1817. 

MY LORD,-I do myself the honor to transmit to you the 
accompanying letter from Mr. Rose enclosing Documents relative 
to l'rize Money on account of the Capture of the Isle of France 
and Bourbon: and I have to request Your Lordship would be 
pleased to take the proper Measures for serving Monitions and 
Attachments on Mr. ,Joseph Reiu., agreeably to the Instructions 
which accompany the Documents in question. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHL'RST. 

[Office Copy.J 

Letter from, LORD BATHURST to Lonn CHARLES SO)!ERSET. 

COLONIAL OFFICE, 17th January 1817. 

MY LouD,-I do myself the honour to transmit to Your Lvrdship 
a pardon which His Hoyal Highness has been pleased to grant to 
the Hottentot Kievit, who was sentenced in a Court of Justice 

 

 



250 Records of the Cape Colony. 

holden at the Cape of Good Hope on the 2nd of eptemb r last, 
to suffer death for the murder of a Hottentot named J onkeu, upon 
condition of one year's Imprisonment. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter froni Lo1rn 13.\THURST to Loun CHARLES mrnrtsET. 

CoLONIAL OltFICE, 17th Ja11uar11 1 17. 

MY Lonn,- A Communication having been made to His 
Majesty's Government by His Excellency The Marquis d'Osmond, 
announcing it to be the Intention of His Majesty the King of 
France to dispatch M. de Freycinet upon a voyage of Circum­
navigation in command of the Urania Corvette, and reque~ting 
the Assistance of the British Authorities in Colonies which may 
be visited in the pro. ecution thereof, I have to request Your Lortl­
shi p would be ple:vcd in the C\'ent of M:. de Freycinct toucbin" at 
the Cape to afford him every facility in your power both in regard 
to the Repairs which the Ura nifl may stall(l in need of, arnl to the 
supplies which may be requir •<l to cuaLle him to proceed in 
c.·ecution of the service upon wl1ich he is employe1l. I ha\'e l ·c. 

(Signed) HATlll:l(S'l'. 

[Copy.] 

Lrltcr fru,n THO.\L\S LA 'K, E. OHK, tu ,J. I:. Lt. 111:GTO.·, E, tiHJ:. 

OJ'fl(JI!: Of' ( 'o 1'I ITTf.E OP l'mv~ )l ('IL I OH THAIJE, 

,, lllTKIJAI.I., ',WI/, J<1,.u11ry 1 17. 

Rm,-Thc Lonls ol' the ( 'ommittee of' l'rivy 1on11cil for Tr:ule 
}1aving hail under th •ir consideration a letter from l\le rs. Beanfoy 
c Co. and other~, dale l 2:\nl l\Iarch last, and co111m1111icaLe1l lo 
their Lord hips by Ir. ('ltancellor of the E ·d1e![U •r, r•lati,e to 
the rate of duty to ,,hid1 Briti h ma!le \\inc· a:-c subject, a com­
pared with the duty on wi11 •s i rnport •<l from the 'ape of' <:ou!l 
Hope, anu sugrrcsling the •. p 1lieney of an increa c of th 1l11ty 011 
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the latter article; I am directed to acquaint you for the informa­
tion of tho Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Treasury that it 
appears from accounts called for by this Committee of the q_uantity 
of weets made in this Country during the 5 years ending 5th 
July 1815, and of Wine imported from the Cape of Good Hope, 
that during the year 1815, while the q_uantity of Cape wine 
imported was very con~idera.bly greater than in any former year, 
tho quantity of Sweets manufactured in this Country fell short 
of the quantity ma1le in the two preceding years. Under these 
circumstances the Lords of this Committee conceive that it is not 
improbable that the increased importation of Cape \Vine may 
have had some of the effects attributed to it by Messrs. Beanfoy, 
and their Lord,-hips are therefore inclined to recommend that the 
duty on Cape Wine should be raised from £31 17s. per ton, its 
present rate, to the ame amount as the excise duty now payable 
on weets. 

As the present duty on Cape Wine is only one third of that 
payable on Portugal Wine, and as this difference of duty has 
evidently had the effect of extending the cultivation of wine at 
the Cape of Good Hope, the Lords of this Committee trust that 
the small :uhlition above proposed while it would place the manu­
facturer of Sweets on an e,pial footing with the importer of Cape 
\Vine, would in no degree ten to injure the quality or lessen the 
importation of the latter article. If the Lords of the Treasury 
Hhall agree in the principle of this suggestion, I am to request 
that yon will move their Lordships to give the necessary direc­
tions for submitting a Dill to Parliament in the ensuing scs. ion 
for carryiug it into effect. I am &c. 

(Signed) THO~IAS L.\CK. 

[Copy.] 

DI/Cl' J,·u1n T1rn 010.· 1.\L :Sr•:c,mr.un- tu Cuu:-;T Lt C.\S\~. 

Ol,ONIAI, OFFllJE, .Tu111u1.ry 2211,l l I 7. 

f-;rn,-1 am dir •clt•1l 1Jy His Excellency the ( }ovcrnor to acknow­
letl~e the rernipt of your Jett •r of Lhc :20th installt, arnl to inform 
you tltaL under the circumsl:rnccs stated to him by His Excellency 
,"ir Hudson Lowe, Ih Lord hip cannot facilitatu your dl•parture 
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for Europe until Sir Hudson Lowe shall have received instructions 
from His Majesty's Government in England relative to your case. 

His Lordship de, ires me to add that he shall endeavour to 
render your stay here as little irksome as possible consistent with 
his public duty. His Excellency will forward any communication 
you may be desirous to address to the Secretary of State Earl 
Bathurst, to be laid before His Royal Highness the Prince Regent; 
but I am commanded to apprize you that it is not conformable 
with the usages of the British Government to address a letter to 
the Sovereign otherwise than through a responsible Minister. 

His Excellency will also forward any letters you may wish to 
address to Sir Hudson Lowe. Opportunities of writing both to 
St. Helena and England are constantly occurring. I have &c. 

(Signed) HENRY ALEXANDER, Colonial Secretary. 

[Original.] 

Letter from Lonn HARLES So:r.rnnSET to EARL BAr11uusr. 

CAPE OJ" Oooo HOPE, 23rd January 1817. 

MY Lonn,-The arrival of Major General Hall allowing me 
some leisure, I have determined upon no longer delayiu 11 visiting 
the :Fro::itier l)istricts of Graaf! Reinet and itenhage, with a 
view of minutely investigating the causes which have led to 
the constantly disturbed state in which they are reported to be, 
and of forming some system for preventing those repeated irrup­
tions of the Savages, which by re<luciug the Settlers to a state 
of painful insecurity, arc rapidly <lri Ying the Colonists from those 
fertile tracts, from which the rest of the Settlement is most 
adrnniageously supplied with Cattle ancl rnany other artides 
valual>le to commerce. 

The Frontiers of this Colony will ernr afford the most important 
points to which the attention of a Governor here must be called, 
and there are many things tu be ascertaine<l, which I um induced 
t,1 think can only be so hy persoual investigation. Tho bias of 
the Settlers on the Frontiers is to deal Ly their savage neighbours 
-with the greatest sen·rity, and thfa Lias has Leen very soon 
communicated to almo:,t all the Troops wl1ich from time tu time 
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have been stationed among them and witnessed the numerous 
murders and extended robberies of which the Borderers with 
seeming justice so loudly complain. I have hitherto endeavoured 
to impress upon those in authority in these remote districts the 
policy of treating the Caffres with mildness and kindness, of 
rewarding every instance of fair dealing, and while Caffre 
marauders in our territory should be followed and punished, if 
caught, as their crimes deserve, I have strictly prohibited al1 
instances of retaliation except in such cases fl.agrantes delicti and 
all incursions from our people upon the tribes to the East of the 
Fish river. It has been my anxious hope that a perseverance in 
this system of mildness, an active vigilance in the apprehension of 
the marauding parties so frequent now within our territory, 
extending their depredations even to the vicinity of the village 
of Uitenhagr., would gradually bring about a sense of the benefit 
of friendly intercourse in the breasts of the Caffre Chiefs them­
selves. Hitherto these hopes have been disappointed, and I 
regret to add the evil which the Borclerers complain of has latterly 
alarmingly increased. I shall not however be deterred from 
continuing to act with that lenity which I deem wise on every 
account, though I shall be anxious in person to learn the reasons 
of our antecedent failure, and to ascertain whether the orders I 
have issued have been implisitly compliecl with and the spirit of 
them persisted in, and to know why the large military force 
hitherto employed in the Uitenhage district has not been effectual 
in preventing the numerous herds of cattle from being driven off, 
which are now monthly reportecl to be taken into Caffreland, 
from whence few comparatively are ever recovered. But inde­
pendent of this object, there are many other points upon which . 
I deem it essential to form my own judgment; among these, the 
disposition of the Colonists in both the Eastern Districts, the 
means of increasing the population in those parts, so as to draw 
forth from tliat source a sufficient force for the protection of the 
Border at no distant period without the aid of regular troops, and 
tho real state of the Missionary Institutions both within and 
without the Borders of the Settlement, not belonging to the 
Moravian Communion. 

To this last subject I have long been anxious to call your 
Lordship's attention, but I have delayed doing so until I had had 
an opportunity of seeing the different systems pursued at those 
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Establishments. Every day fresh Missionaries are arriving, and 
though it would be unfair to impute any but the most zealous 
motives to those who undertake these labours, yet we cannot 
refuse to acknowledge that it is very problematical whether any 
benefit bas been as yet derived from their exertions (the Moravians 
excepted) within the Boundaries, while it is evident that the 
Colony has suffered materially from those Establishments which 
have been set on foot beyond what are deemed the limits of this 
Settlement. By far the most numerous class of free labourers has 
been found among the people known by the name of Ba tards, a 
mi.··rnd race between Hottentots and slaves, and among this class 
also are found the most intelligent and useful. These people have 
for some years past flocked to the Institutions without the 
Settlement, where they are under no control whatever; if they 
now and then visit the Missionary Establishments they are 
considered members or followers of them, although they receive 
no instruction or benefit from the religious exhortation of the 
brethren; part of these men, expert in the use of fire arms, subsist 
in great measure from the game they kill, but to procure fire arms 
and ammunition they must revisit the Colony and bring with them 
something which will induce the itinerant traders to supply them 
with these prohibited articles. The consec1uence is that they 
plunder the distant tribes and traffic with the booty. 

The Missionaries settled beyond the Colony do not consi<ler 
themselves liable to Colonial interference, and assert that they 
have no power of repressing these evils but hy e.·hortation, and 
it need not be remarked that much is not to lJe e::qJl'cted from this 
sort of l'olice; but the con, e11ue11ce has lately hecn severely felt 
by the MisRionariei.:: themselves. At Clanrwater (Mr. Anderson's 
Institution, called by the Missionaries Uri11ua Town) a number of 
Bastards have put themselves under the control of one Co •nraatl 
Buys (a Colonist long known for bis rebellious disposition ancl had 
habits, and who has for many years been a very distinguished 
character amongst the disaffected on the frontiers), this party has 
plundered the Hriq_uas to a great extent, con1111itting several 
atrocious murders, with this effect however, that the latter people 
have driven tho Mis2ionaries from Leetakoo in four of the nearer 
approach of this dangerous race of marauders, while ev •n the 
Mi :;ionaries of Claarwater themselves and their followers aro in 
daily apprehension of an attack from the same party, who e uhjccts 
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are to obtain from the Missionaries such arms and ammunition as 
they are known to possess. The anxiety of the Bastards for arms 
and ammunition is very great, and their skilful use of them 
renders them the more dangerous. 

Runaway slaves find a welcome asylum at these places if they 
bring a supply of these much sought for articles. The Colonists 
know the resort of their deserters, but have no means of appre­
hending them, Mr. Anderson acknowledging to applicants that 
they are among the members of his Institute, but refusing any aid 
to secure them except that of exhortation to return to their 
Masters whom they have plundered. I enclose for your Lord­
ship's perusal a copy of a communication lately received from the 
Landdrost of Graaff Reinet on this (to the Colonists) very in­
teresting subject, in which he quotes Mr. Anderson's answer to 
an Inhabitant of Graaff Reinet who had requested him to send 
back a deserted slave, and I should wish to impress upon your 
Lordship the necessity of considering this subject even before I 
have an opportunity of reporting the observations which shall 
occur to me upon my intended tour. That English Establish­
ments should exist upon our Border, not liable to the Colonial 
lo.ws anJ regulations, cannot be satisfactorily explained to the 
Colonists, who are themselves strictly prohibited from passing 
that frontier, which they daiJy see the native Bastards do un­
restrained, and to which their slaves desert with impunity. I 
own I am disposed to think that no further encouragement should 
at preflent be given to Missionary Establishments beyond the 
Boundary; there is ample field for exertions confined to their 
professed objects within it, and that with respect to those already 
formed, it should be clearly made known to them that they must . 
be liable to tho same laws and regulations as are binding upon the 
other British Settlers in this l)rovince, and that their Establish­
ments should be considered as forming part of the nearest district 
to them under the control of the local Magistracy, and make them 
amenable to Colonial law. Such a measure will again bring under 
control the numerous Bastards who now exist by the plunder 
which they acquire with impunity, and while it will restore 
labourers to this community, it will not prevent their receiving 
tlrnt instruction which the Missionaries profess to give them, and 
which it is so desirable should be more extensively diffused through 
this Colony. 
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I purpose setting out on this extensive tour on the 27th, and 
although from the great heat of the weather I must necessarily be 
exposed to much inconvenience, and from the nature of the 
country to the greatest privations, yet if permanent good arises 
from my exertions I shall feel amply rewarded. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SOMERSET. 

[Original.] 

Letter f1•om LORD CHARLES SOMERSET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, 23rd January, 1817. 

MY LORD,-1 have the honour to communicate to your Lordship 
that on the 17th instant His Majesty's Ship Griffon arrived in this 
Bay from St. Helena having on board Count Las Casas and his 
son, who have been sent hither by Lieut. General Sir Hudson 
Lowe, Ris Excellency having had reason in the first instance to 
separate the Count from Longwood, and finally having resolved to 
remove him from St. Helena altogether. I have the honour to 
enclose for your Lordship's perusal a copy of Sir Hudson Lowe's 
letter to me on this subject, in which he urges me to detain 
Count Las Casas here until your Lordship's commands are received 
upon his case, which it appears he has more fully detailed to you, 
and he, it seems, apprized the Count previous to his leaving 
St. Helena that it was not probable he would obtain passports 
from me for his return to Europe, until the decision alluded to 
should have been received. 

Count Las Casas has notwithstanding applied to me, in the most 
pressing manner, to permit him to embark, and though I have not 
hesitated, as your Lordship will perceive hy the enclosed copy of 
my reply to him, to comply with the solicitation of Sir Hudson 
Lowe, lest my not doing so should interfere with any arrangements 
which your Lordship may have directed in his regard, and in 
consideration of the great possible consequences which might 
result from having those arrangements counteracted, yet I must 
take the liberty to impress upon your Lordship that Sir Hudson 
Lowe's conduct causes me considerable embarrassment. The 
instructions I have received from your Lordship with respect to 
Persons attached to General Bonaparte who shall quit Rt. Helena 

 

 



Rewrds of the Cape Colony. 257 

do not go to the cases of persons sent hither in the manner in 
which Captain Pointkowski and Count Las Casas have been, that 
is, who are removed from the Island for political or other reasons; 
the former of the persons named was brought here un<ler the guard 
of the 6Gth Regiment and the Count in charge of the Commander 
of the Griffon whose orders were not to allow him to land or hold 
any communication with the shore without instructions; thus in 
both instances these persons have been sent here as prisoners. 
Sir Hudson's appeal to me is with the view that I shall take upon 
me to detain the Count, without however putting me in posses­
sion of any documents by which my judgment can be formed on 
the case. I am to suppose that circumstances such as have 
occurred must have been foreseen, and that Sir Hudson Lowe has 
acted under instructions in the step he has taken, but he leaves 
me in the dark even as to that point; in the mean time it is 
thrown upon me to detain the Count here for a very considerable 
time, and to impose upon him such restrictions as my knowledge 
of this place renders in my opinion expedient upon my own 
responsibility. 

I gather however from Sir Hudson Lowe's communication that 
Count Las Casas has broken the engagement under which he was 
allowed to remain with General Bonaparte, and I conclude that if 
in the first instance he had refused signing the Instrument, the 
terms of which he has failed in complying with, he would have 
been Jealt by as Messrs. Savary and Lallemand were, that is, that 
he woul<l have been sent to l\falta and confined there as a Prisoner 
of War unuer considerable restraint. 

Under this ,iew of the suhject, arnl actuated by the considera­
tion before expressed, I shall keep the Count here until I am 
honorcu with your Lordship's orders, but I cannot conclude this · 
dispatch without requesting your Lordship's serious attention to 
the peculiar situation into which I am thrown by circumstances 
of this nnturn, ,vhich may, and are very likely, again and ngain to 
occur; the expen~e to which the Colonial Government is put hy 
these visitors is also an ohjeet, tho' a very minor one, it is how­
ever one which I should Le glad couhl Le di 'pe11sed with, as I am 
extremely auxious to keep down the expenditure in every possi.hle 
shape. I have &c. 

(Siguerl) CIIAltl.ES IIE.'RY SOllffl:::iET. 

Xl. 
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fCopy.] 

Letter from COUNT LAS CASAS to LORD CHARLES So11rnnSET, 

23 Janvier 1817. 

MY LORD,-J'ai rei;m la reponse que vous m' avez: fait aclresser 
et qui m' apprend que votre Excellence me retienclra captif ici 
jusqu'a ce que Sir Hudson Lowe ait rec;u des reponses d' Angle­
terre a mon sujet. 

Sans doute V otre Excellence a pese dans la sagesse la force des 
motifs qui le determinent a un acte aussi important que celui de 
me priver de ma liberte sans aucunes formes judicieuses prealables, 
sans meme qu'on m' ait <lit pourq_uoi. 11 ne me reste plus qu'a 
me soumettre a l'autorite et a me reposer sur des loix qui viellent 
pour moi s'il y a lieu. Je n'enterprendrai aucune argument 
ulterieure pour ma defence, persuacle q_ue vous meme My LorJ, 
dans un acte aussi delicat et dans la justice de votre cceu.r, vous 
aurez parcouru attentivement tout le circle <le ma cause toute 
fois. J'appcr~ois clans votre reponse que votre clecision repose sur 
les circonstancc& etal>lies a mon sujet par Sir Iluclson Lowe, mais 
ces circonstances ont elles etc contradictoiremeut etablis aux ycux 
de V otrc l~xcellence, a t' elle entcndu les dcux cotes <le la question, 
et se croiroit elle a l'abri de toute rcsponsabilite personclle en 
executant sur lcs seules Instructions de Sir Hudson sans aucun 
regard a mes propres reclamations. J e nc le pcnse pas, et 
comment se fait il quc ce qne 8ir Iluclson n'a pas cru pouvoir 
faire sans risques a St. Helena (me rctcnir prisonnicr) se trouveroit 
plus facile ct avcc <le rnoindrcs inconvcnicnts au Cap. 

:My Lord, si votre Excellence trouvait desirable de s'eclairer sur 
mon affaire et mes sentimens jc suis pret a lui comrnuniquer ma 
conespondcnce avec Air H ndson et a mettre sous ses ycux ma 
lettre au Prince Regent ct a son Miuistre. Jc vous l'oifrc, je le 
desire dcplns si <le me soumettre volontaircment et francbcmcnt a 
mon arrivez en Auglctcrre a toutcs les precautions arbitraircs 
qu'on jugera cquivalentcs a ma quarantaine politique ici, pouvait 
alterer votre detc.:rrnination. J e suis pret a y souscrirc Jc bon 
coeur entre vos mains, tant la sante <le mon fils, la mienne, et le 
vinde affrcux dans le qucl je me trouve determines n' etant plus 
ici avcc ma famile qui m'c;,t si chcrc, ni avcc l'oLjct voner6 pour 
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le quel javais fait le douloureux sacrifie, me laissant le brulunt 
besoin de retrouver l' Europe. 

Enfin, My Lord, s' il me reste aucune chance, si rien ne vous 
touche, faites du moins partir mon fils, qu'il ne tombe pas victime 
de circonstances aux quelles son age le rendent tout a fait 
etranger. J e me preterai volontiers a le voir arrache de mon sein, 
dans l'espoir de lui menager un meilleur avenir et moi demeur6 
seul avec mes infirmites et mes peines. Je me resignerai avec 
plus d' indifference le croyant plus heureux a la sentence de mort 
lento qui va s'executer sur moi, sans qu' aucun tribunal l' ait 
debattue sans qu' aucun juge l' ait prononcee. 

J'ai l'honneur d'addresser a Votre Excellence une lettre pour 
Lord Castlereagh renfermant celle pour son Altesse Royale le 
Prince Regent. Ma lettre se trouvait deja ecrite et fermee quand 
les renseignments que vous avez eu la bonte de me donner a cc 
sujet me sont parvenus, je devais m'addresser personellement. Je 
n'ai pas cru devoir la recommencer l'etat de mes yeux me rend 
l'ecriture trop penible et je vois d'ailleurs que j'avais devine les. 
formes essentielles. J'ai l'honneur &c. 

(Signe) Co. DE LAS CASAS. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from LORD DATIIURST to LORD CrrARLES So::-rnRSET. 

COLONIAL OFFICE, 25th Jan'll,(Iry 1817. 

MY LoRn,-It appearing by a communication from the Secre­
tary of the Court of Directors of the East India Company that 
Arrangements have been made for receiving the 21st Dragoons on 
board tho , hips Lord Castlereagh and 1'lwmas Grenville, which 
will sail from England about the end of April next, I have to 
desire your Lordship would be pleased to give Orders that the 
above Regiment may be held in readiness to embark for India 
with as little delay as possible after the Arrival of the Ships in 
question at the Cape of Good Hope. I have &e. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

s 2 

 

 



260 &cords of tJi,e Oape Ooumy. 

(Original] 

Letter from LoRD CHARLES SOMERSET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAn OJ' Goo» Hon, Ja,a,_,, 25Ua 1817. 

MY LoBn,-Since closing my dispatch to your Lordship o. 73 
I have received another communication from the Count Las Casas, 
a copy of which I have herewith the honor to transmit to your 
Lordship, with the copy of the reply I caused to be given to it. 

Your Lordship will from this last communication of the Count's 
perceive that I am placed in a situation of considerable embarrass­
ment, but the line I have taken in this affair having been with 
the view of relieving the Government at home from what might 
be even greater embarrassment, inasmuch as that I perceive, as I 
before said, that it was not thought advisable to permit Messrs. 
Savary and L' Allemand to land in England, but that they were 
sent to Malta, I trust to your Lordship's favorable construction of 
my conduct in this delicate affair. 

I have the honor to enclose a letter addressed to Lord Castle .. 
reagh by the Count Las Casas. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENBY SolOBSET. 

[Original] 

Letter from LoBD CH LES SolOBSET to EARL B THUBBT. 

OAn or Goo» Hon, 25CA Ja--, 1817. 

MY LoBD,-1 have the honor to transmit to your Lordship here­
with the several Proclamations and vernment dvertisements 
• ued since the 18th May 1816, together with the Accounts of 
the Receiver General from 1 April to 30 ptember laat. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENBY SolilEBBET. 
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[Copy.] 

Letter from the COLONIAL SECRETARY to COUNT LAS CASAS. 

CoLONIAL OFJ'ICE, 25th JanvanJ 1817. 

Srn,-1 am directed by His Excellency the Governor to acknow­
ledge the receipt of your letter of yesterday's date, expressing 
your desire that your son should depart for Europe. His Excel­
lency will very readily furnish passports for furthering your wishes 
on that head, but it must be under the restriction that your son 
proceed in a vessel bound direct for an English port, and that he 
do not land until he shall have received permission to do so from 
His Britannic Majesty's Government, to whom he is to com­
municate immediately on his arrival at an English port. His 
Excellency regrets that he cannot enter further on the other topics 
of your letter than he has already done in my letter to you of the 
22nd instant. I have &c. 

(Signed) HENRY ALExANDER. 

[ Original. J 
Return of TrO<Yps serving lit the Cape of Good Hope on the 

25th of January 1817. 

Officers of all ranks at the Regimental Head Quarters or on 
Detached Duty at the Station . • 226 

Sergeants, Trumpeters, Drummers, and Rank and File : 
Uoyal Artillery 
Sappers and Miners 
21st Light Dragoons 
60th Foot . 
83rd Foot . 
72nd :Foot . 
Cape Regiment (Graham's Town) 

Grand Total . 

. 216 
11 

. 913 

. 877 

. 824 

. 907 
• 552 

. 4526 
69 l'rize Negroes 

(Signed) C, H: SoMERSET, General Commanding. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from LORD CHARLES So:r.rnRSET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE OF Goon IIOPE, 26th January 1817. 
MY LORD,-I addressed Your Lordship on the 12th instant 

notifying to you the resignation of the Revd. Dr. Jones, Colonial 
Chaplain. As the measure which the Doctor had adopted was, as 
he stated to me, the result of much consideration, hastened by tho 
impossibility I found myself in of again acceding to his wish for 
leave of absence to return to England, he having been absent 
during the two first years of my residence in this Government, 
I was not a little surprised at the extraor<linary toue of his subse­
quent correspondence with me. His last letter of yesterday 
evening has put it out of my power to continue to answer him, 
and as he may an<l probably will trouble the Bishop of London 
and his friends in England with some statement of his case which 
may reach your Lordship's ears, I have thought it advisable to 
transmit to your Lordship: 1st a minute of a conversation which 
passed between Doctor Jones and myself at an interview solicited 
by him in writing and for the express purpose of this communi­
cation. 

2nd. The heads of a convP.rsation which the Colonial Secretary, 
Mr. Alexander, had with Dr. Jones on the same subject. 

3, 4, 5, and G. Copies of Dr. Jones' letters to me with copies 
of my replies to the three first. I make no comment on these 
documents. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SOJ\1ERSET. 

[Enclosure 1 in the above.] 

Minute of a conversation which had passed between the Reverend 
Doctor ,Tones and His :Excellency Lorcl Charles Somerset at an 
interview solicited by Doctor ,Tones in writing. 

On the 7th of January Dr. Jones a<lllresserl a note to me 
desiring to have a few minutes convcnmLion with mo the firnt time 
I should come to town. Happening to ho in town, I rode imme­
diately to his house. He received mo by thanking mo for my 
prompt attention to his recp10st. Ho first aske<l mo if I bad 
deci<led about the pay of tho Military Chaplain. I told him that 
I could give no answer to that till I know what expectations had 
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been held out to Mr. Dennis relative to the period from which his 
salary was to commence. He then said that he was doing the 
Military Chaplain's duty without remuneration. I replied that I 
had understood from Mr. Hough when the arrangement was made 
between them in June (to which I was not a party) that he 
(Doctor Jones) had declined receiving any part of it, however 
that I was sure Mr. Hough would be most ready to cede any part 
of it or even the whole if Dr. Jones expressed a wish on the 
subject, and that I would communicate with Mr. Hough without 
delay. Dr. Jones then said that after considerable wavering (as I 
was aheady aware) he had determined upon resigning his situation 
here, he stated that he and Mrs. Jones suffered many privations, 
that his necessary expenditure exceeded his emoluments, that 
there was no professional society for him, and that besides all the 
circumstances the situation did not compensate for the banishment 
and the privations they suffered. He then expressed a hope that 
he might be allowed to go home on leave of absence for a certain 
period, in order to retain his salary for some time as some com­
pensation for the great expences he had been put to in coming out 
here. I told him that his having so recently had the indulgence 
of nearly two years absence rendered my compliance with that 
request impossible, as it would form a most embarrassing precedent 
in this Government, I therefore hoped he would not press it. 
"Then," said he, "we must go home without it." Dr. Jones then 
asked me if I had any objection to his notifying his resignation to 
the Bishop of London. I said I certainly did object to it until 
I should have mentioned li.i,s successor to Lord Bathurst, as tho' 
there was no one whom I was anxious about at the present 
moment, yet that the collating to all benefices was by my instruc­
tions vested solely in the Governor for the time being and it was 
a duty I owed my successor not to allow that or any other power 
with which I was vested to be infringed. Dr. Jones said he hatl 
no other view in making the communication to the Bishop thal]., 
as he came out here under his Lordship's auspices, it might appear 
strange or disrespectful to the Bishop if the first intelligence he 
should receive of his resignation should be his presenting himself 
before him. I assured him I would give it the earliest consiuera­
tion, and would let him know when he might make tho com­
munication to the Bishop. 

(Signed) C II. SOMERSET. 

 

 



2G4 Records of the Cape Colony. 

[Enclosure 2 in the above.] 

Heads of conversation which the Colonial Secretary Mr. Alexander 
had with the Reverend Dr. Jones. 

l\fr. Alexander on calling on Lord Charles Somerset was told, 
you will be surprised to hear Dr. Jones has resigned. I said, 
My Lord, are you sure, because I was with him yesterday at the 
School Commission and nothing similar transpired, on the con­
trary he wished to separate his congregation from the others and 
rely upon them for a separate support to a particular school under 
the guidance of the subscribers. His Lonlship then detailed his 
conversation with Dr. Jones and how it grew out of a note 
soliciting an interview. I asked His Lordship's permission to 
communicate with Dr. Jones on the subject, and obtained his 
permission. 

I wrote to Dr. Jones a note stating I understood from His 
Lordship he had resigned. I stated it was a serious step, and 
some of the little inconveniences that led to it would occur 
without some little change in bis manner wherever he went. He 
waited upon me immediately, and when I told him Lord Charles 
was ahout to act on his resignation and that I was surprizcd at it, 
he said he found himself so unpleasantly situated as to resign. I 
stated if he woulcl exr:use me from an intention of discussing 
personal and unpleasant matters, I shoul!l enter into the sul,ject 
with him as a friend, but not as Colonial Secretary. I argued 
with him that his salary and the probalJle additional salary was 
not easily obtainaLle at home, and that as the little incl1nveniences 
he com11lained of: want of society, want of rank and distinction, 
and fancied neglect. Uc said then he had only declared his 
intention of resigning, and had not resigned because he had 
received his a]_Jpointment in England on a stamp, I believe a 
20 shilling one, and his resignation must Le ec1ually formal. I 
told him an English Stamp was not necessary lo any appoint­
ment here. He added he fortunately had Lord lktthul'St's letter 
to Sir John Cradock authorizing l1is appointment. I said Sir 
John Cradock was not then CoYemor as I recollect, and such an 
autl1ority might Le necessary in Sir John's eyes, hut was not here, 
that other officers gave in their resignation by conversation as well 
as in writing, and I cxcmp1ificll :Messrs. lJa~hwood and Zorn, 
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upon reference I found :Ur. Zorn had done so, Mr. Dashwood in 
writing. But I did state to him, if he wished to retract his act 
he had better do it and that I believed Lord Charles had no 
feelings to preclude his accepting an explanation if made before he 
acted, but apprized of the resignation, it was his determination and 
duty to sec a situation so important should not be vacant. He 
then asked what were the circumstances alluded to in my note 
I thought ought to Le changed in his manners 1 I stated a little 
more attention to the onlinary feelings of society. He urged in 
what point 1 I stated iu asking c1uestions publicly which might 
hurt the feelings of individuals, and probably by his not taking 
upon him he would oLtain more rank and weight. He asked me 
what I meant 1 I instanced a day or two before bis going out of 
the room before General Hall, that Lord Charles, a man accus­
tomed to good company, was annoyed at these trifles. He replied, 
Lord Charles and his family liked his wife better than him. I 
said certainly her manners were more considerate and pleasing. 
He asked me would I have him stay at home and let her go out 
without him 1 I said that was an idle discussion, Mrs. Jones 
would not go out without him. He said he was no courtier and 
might give offence, that be asked no favours. I said he might 
be no courtier, but that be was a great asker, that he owed 
Lord Charles for two years leave of absence and had twice or 
thrice repeated his req_uest, and now wished his Lordship to 
postpone the leaving the performance of the duties for his con­
venience and to sacrifice his sense of right and wrong for his 
advantage alone. I closed the conversation by observing that it 
was idle discussion, that as an older man I spoke to a younger 
·whom I bad known for some time not to persevere in what he 
might have reason to repent, and if he had altered his opinion and 
determined to stay to communicate with Lord Charles before he 
wroie to Lord Bn.ilnm,t or acted. He then stated his wish for the 
a<lditional salary being paid with a retrospect. I ventured t0 

assure him Loru Charles would do him justice and that I should 
not forget to procure the authority. 

(Signed) HENRY ALEXANDER. 
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(Enclosure 3 in the above.] 

MY LORD,-As I understand that your Excellency is about to 
quit Cape Town for the interior, I shall be much obliged by your 
Lordship's leaving instructions that my salary as Senior Chaplain 
may be paid me to the day of my departure, as also the arrears of 
my promised £700 a year should Lord Bathurst's confirmation 
arrive in time. 

Of course, I shall not send in my official resignation till the eve 
of my embarkation for England, which I shall then do to tho 
Colonial Secretary; your Lordship having informed me that such 
was~ the regular channel and having at the same time promiseu 
me that it would be accepted. I have &c. 

(Signed) R. JONES. 
CAPE TOWN, January 23rd 1817. 

fEnclosure 4 in the above.] 
January 23rd 1817. 

Srn,-I will give the directions relative to your salary which 
you desire. I believe I have already notified to you my accept­
ance of your resignation and that I have informed Lord Bathurst 
of the name of your successor. I have &c. 

(Signed) C. II. so~IERSET. 
The Reverend DR. JONES. 

[Enclosure 5 in the above.] 

CAJ>E TowN, Frillay, Noon, ,fanuary 21th 1817. 

MY LORD,-! have the honour to acknowledge Your Lordsl1ip's 
letter of this day's date; as a difficulty arises in comparing its 
contents with your Lor<lship's letter received yestl>rday on tho 
subject of salary, I am anxious to have matters perfcetly urnler­
stood, before your Exeellency leaves town. 

Am I then, My Lord, to consider my salary as ceasing from tho 
7th instant, the date of my supposed resignation, or am l to rceeivo 
it to the day of my quilting the Uolony? I have &c, 

(Signed) n. JONES. 
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(Enclosure 6 in the above.] 
January 240& 1817. 

Srn,-In reply to your letter of this date just received, I have 
to state to you that I consider that you notified to me your formal 
resignation of your appointment on the 7th instant, but it was 
then agreed that you should remain till the arrival of the Revd. 
Mr. Dennis, and of course as long as you are required to perform 
the duties of Colonial Chaplain you will be entitled to and I have 
given orders for the issue of the Emoluments of that situation, and 
also for any addition to the Salary (should I receive instructions to 
that purport) from the date directed by the Secretary of State. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) C. H. SOMERSET. 

The Reverend DR. JONES. 

[Enclosure 7 in the above.] 

MY LoRn,-The purport of my letter of this morning was to 
assure your Lordship that I kad not resigned. May I requ to be 
informed whether it is arranged (as I hear it is) that Mr. Hough is 
to supersede me on the arrival of Mr. Dennis. I have &c. 

(Signed) R. JONES. 
CUii ToWlf, Tlurmr llfl6fting, Jan.a,y 23rd. 

[Enclosu 8 in the above.] 

N:nu1m11, Fridar moming, Jan.a,y 2ft1& 1817. 

Srn,-I had the honour to receive your note yesterday evening, 
and in reply have only to inform you that in consequence of your 
resignation made formally to me on the 7th instant, I have taken 
the measures which my Duty imposed upon me to provide for the 
future performance of the duties -0f Colonial Chaplain. I have &c. 

(Signed) C. H. SoMERSET. 
The Reverend DR. JONES. 
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[Enclosure ~ in the above.] 

CAPE TowN, January 25th 1817. 

MY LORD,-I have only to say in answer to Your Lor<lship's 
letter of yesterday evening, that as my appointment was offieial 
and in writing, my resignation, when made, shall be the same. 
What construction Your Lordship may be pleased to put or what 
steps to take, upon the conversation of the 7th instant, can never 
shake my opinion. 

If however your Lordship continues to construe an intended 
into actual resignation, a mere intimation into a fact, it is useless 
for me to say more. In the mean time, as I do not wish to be 
made a convenience for others, I beg leave to a<ld that I cannot 
suffer myself to be considered as acting when in reality and in 
justice I am principal. 

I have to beg therefore that Your Lordship will either acknow­
ledge me still as Senior Chaplain or otherwise provi<le from this 
date, for the future performance of the duties of the English 
Church at Cape Town. I have &c. 

(Signed) R. JONES. 

[Enclosure 10 in the above.] 

BuITENKANT, January 10111 1817. 

MY DEAR Sm,-As I hope to quit the Colony next month I am 
anxious to make every necessary arrangement as soon as I can. 

To this end I will thank you to withdraw my name as a 
subscriber to the New Bible and School :Fund. And as I am 
personally bound to make good the promises held out on behalf of 
the Commission to the three Societies in England I should feel 
much obliged by your furnishing me with a Bill to the amount of 
what was promised and is due to this tirne. After which the 
B. & S. Commission may do as they please. 

With respect to the little plot of land on Green Point, get for it 
what you can in ready money. Very truly yours, 

(Signed) R JONES. 

J. w. STOLL, Esqre. 
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[Enclosure 11 in the above.] 

HENRY ALEXANDER, Esqre., Colonial Secretary. 

2G9 

Srn,-I beg to enclose the copy of a letter sent by me to His 
Excellency the Governor on Saturday the 25th instant. Not 
having had any answer thereto, I shall feel much obliged by your 
informing me what arrangement has been made respecting the 
future discharge of the civil duties of the English Church at Cape 
Town. I have &c. 

CA.FE TOWN, January 2 th 1817. 
(Signed) R. JONES. 

[Enclosure 12 in the above.l 
January 28th 1817. 

Srn,-I have received no orders from His Excellency on the 
subject of your letter of the 25th. I have &c. 

(Signed) HENRY ALEXANDER, Colonial Secretary. 

The Reverend DR. JONES. 

[Enclosure 13 in the above.] 
January 28th 1817. 

Rrn,-From his Excellency's silence upon the subject, I have 
only to conclude that my letter of the 25th instant never came to 
hand. Shall I beg therefore that you will be good enough to 
transmit to His Excellency ~ copy of the same sent to you this 
morning : being anxious to learn His Lordship's determination 
upon the subject as soon as possiWe. I have &c. 

(Signed) 

HENRY ALEXANDER, Esqre., Colonial Secretary. 

[Enclosure 14 in the above.J 

R. JONES. 

January 28th 1817. 

Srn,-I have reason to know His Excellency did receive your 
letter of the 25th, but he has given no orders thereon. I have &c. 

The Uevercml DR. JONES. 
(Signed) lIENHY ALEXANDER. 
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[Enclosure 15 in the above.] 

CAPE TowN, January 28th 1817. 

Sra,-As it appears that His Excellency received my letter of 
the 25th and as he has been pleased to take no notice of it, I beg 
leave to say that it is q_uite impossible for me to do any further 
duty till I am acknowledged Senior Chaplain. You will therefore 
oblige me by communicating such my resolution to His Excellency, 
that provision may be made for the future performance of the civil 
duties. I have &c. 

(Signed) R. JONES, D.D., Senior Chaplain. 

HENRY ALEXANDER, Esqre., Colonial Secretary. 

[Enclosure 16 in the above.] 

CAPE TOWN, January 13th 1817. 

MY LORD,-! have the honour to acknowledge Your Lordship's 
letter enclosing one from the Revd. Mr. Hough of Simons Town. 

As the Military Chaplaincy had never before been separated 
from the Senior Civil Chaplainship of Cape Town and conceiving 
it unjust that another chaplain living at such a distance should 
enjoy the situation, I certainly could not persuade myself to listen 
to that Chaplain's prorosals, especially as he was my Junior as 
civil, and " acting " only as Military Chaplain. Had a direct 
communication been made from Your Lordship, I should earlier 
have explained. 

I could have wished, that what Mr. Hough is pleased to say, 
about the services he rendered to me on his arrival in this Colony, 
had been spared. Greater kindness I could not have shown to a 
brother. As he could do no duty at Simons Town (the church 
not being built) and as he expressed himself so uncomfortable in 
remaining at Mr. Brand's house, I procured him lodgings at Cape 
Town. I had occasionally the benefits of his assistance. Till this 
moment however I conceived that the arrangement was as service­
able to him as to me. It at least gave me the opportunity of 
introducing him into the family of the Governor and others, to 
whom otherwise he never would have been so intimately known. 

What Mr. Hough means by saying that "he thinks the con­
sideration of the case ought not to be retrospective " I know not. 
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From the 9th of March, the day of my arrival, to the 24th of 
August, I did the greater part of the garrison duties, from the 
24th of August to this date I have done the wlwle. Mr. Hough in 
the meantime, whose parish is 20 miles off, has enjoyed and still 
enjoys all the emoluments of the situation. I will leave this 
statement of facts to speak for itself. And I think I shall be 
forgiven, after what has transpired, in appealing rather to your 
Lordship's impartiality than Mr. Hough's generosity. I have 
acquainted the Bishop of London with my intention to resign the 
Chaplaincy of Cape Town. I have &c. 

(Signed) 

[Enclosure 17 in the above.] 

R. JONES. 

CAPE TowN, January 14th 1817. 

Sm,-I shall be obliged by your informing His Excellency the 
Governor and Commander in Chief, that from this date, I shall 
perform no more of the duties of the garrison Chaplainship until 
such time as recompense is made me for past services, eq_ual to 
the military allowances, enjoyed by the Junior Civil Chaplain, 
resident at Simons Town. I have &c. 

(Signed) R. JONES, D.D., Senior Chaplain. 

MAJOR ROGERS, Military Secretary. 

r &·iginal.] 

Letter from LORD CHARLES SOMERSET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE OF GooD lloPE, January 26th 1817. 

MY LORD,-I have the honor to introduce to your Lordship 
Mr. Ileelaarts van Blokland, a gentleman of distinguished talents 
and learning, who has held an official situation in this Government · 
during 14 years, the last eleven years of which he has filled the 
important situation of Secretary to the Court of Justice, the duties 
of which he has performed with an ability which has been as 
lleneficial to the Government as it has been creditallle and honour­
allle to himself. 

Your Lordship is aware that I have not the power of granting 
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any civil servant of this Government a more extended leave of 
absence than 3 months, but I beg to recommend Mr. Bcelaarts to 
your Lordship's favour for a renewal of his leave. It is I believe 
probable that he will be offered a situation in Holland, which I 
conceive to be his main object in returning to Europe. Mr. 
Beelaarts is well known to the Baron Hogendorp. I have &c. 

(Signed) CIIARLES HENRY SOMERSET. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from LORD BATIIURST to LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

COLONIAL OFFICE, 28th January 1817. 

MY LORD,-I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
your Lordship's dispatch No. 69 of the 24 of October last. The 
Arrangements which you have made for the occupation of the 
Islands of Tristan da Cunha appear to be perfectly satisfactory, 
and I have to convey to you the Sanction of His Majesty's 
Government for the Allowances you have directed to be drawn 
by Captain Cloete of twenty Shillings a day during the time he 
shall remain in command of the detachment which has been 
ordered upon this Service, and of five Shillings a day to each 
of the three officers who are employed under him, in order to 
enable them to defray the expenses which they must incur in 
providing themselves with necessaries upon a Station so remote as 
the Islands in question. I have &c. 

(Signed) D TIIUUST. 

[ Original. J 

Letter from the Colonial A11ditors to the Lords Comm'issioncrs of 
His },[ajcsty's 2'nai;My. 

CoLoNIAL AUDIT On1c1-:, '28th Jan11.ary 1817. 

MY LORDR,-We have the honor to report to your LordRhips 
that we have taken into conRitleration the letter of Mr. <1oulbum 
of the 8th inst. with its enclosures relative to the regulation of 
the money assessments on the part of the Lamhlrosts of the se\eral 
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Districts of the Cape of Good Hope transmitted to us by order of 
your Lordships on the 21st instant. 

}'rom the examination of these <locnmcnts, whi< h c1mlai11 murh 
information upun the subject that we had not previously received, 
it appears tu us, that as "·ell from the cu11stit11tiun of the Court of 
Lauddrost arnl Heernmden, a from the checks already established 
for the regulation of their e.·peuditnre aud examiuution of their 
accounts, an awtit of them in this Country would not be altende<l 
with a1lvantage proportionate tu the incunnmience which it might 
occasion. We have &c. 

(Signed) 

fOffice Copy.] 

E. II. LUS1II1"GTO:N", 

EmIU~D DnG. 

Lcttc1· froni LORD BATIIUitST to Lonn CHARLES So~rnnsr-:r. 

CoLO~IAL On1c1s, 30th January 1817. 

MY Lo1rn,-Adverting lo that part of your Lordship's I>ispatch 
No. G2 in which you express a disposition to encourage the e:c;tah­
lishment of an acaclemy at the Cape to "·hich the East India 
Company's Servants micrht send their sons for e<lucation at that 
time of life when a re,-idence in the Ea,-t Indies is considered to 
be prejudicial to youth, I must not omit to express my doubts 
how for surlt an establishment advantageous po~silily to the local 
interests of the Cape, woul<l ~ con<lu<'ive to the general interests 
of the Empire; in as much as by thus superceJing the necessity 
of Parents Rernli11g tl1l'ir Childr-211 to Europe for education, it is to 
be apprehendc<l that the rising generation would gradually hecom<> 
alienated from the Mother Country by l>eiug deprived of all opp(lr­
tuuities of forming frienclships a111l Connections, except with each 
othPr, and ,rnul<l thus become insulated in their affectionH habits 
and attaclnnmits. ' ' 

This Observation howewr is by Ho means inknde<l to <lis­
courage llw vstalilishmeni of se111i11arics fur the education of the 
inhahit:rnts of the Cape, which may ht• atlt•nde<l with any bcnl'ficial 
results. I have &c. 

1\ \TIil !'RI', 
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[Office Copy.] 

Letter from LORD BATIIURST to LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

COLONIAL OFFICE, 30th January 1817. 

MY LORD,-From a most attentive Consideration of all that 
your Lordship has stated in your several dispatches with respect 
to the possibility of encreasing the disposable Revenue and other­
wise promoting the advancement of the Cape it appears that no 
mode is so likely to prove effectual as that which should create an 
enl3reased demand for its staple commodity. The effect already 
produced by the diminution of the duty on Cape Wine, and its 
encreased consumption in England, lead me to anticipate the most 
favorable results to the Colony, if the quality of the Wine can be 
so far improved as to bring it into competition with the dry white 
wines of Spain and Madeira. It is a fact too well known that the 
quantity procluced in Spain and Madeira is insufficient to supply 
the continually increasing demand, and there is therefore no doubt 
that if the Wine of the Uape can be in any degree assimilated to 
those \Vines, either by greater Attention to the cultivation of the 
Grape or by greater Care in the manufacture of the Wine (both of 
whid1 are as I am informed capable of great improvement,) the 
Wine of the Cape would always find a ready Sale in this Country, 
and would soon be equally an Object of Commerce with :Foreign 
Nations. 

Under this View I cannot too strongly inculcate upon you the 
importance of giving every possible encouragement to the im­
provement of the Vineyards and of the manufacture of their 
produce. Your Lordship will be the best judge how far this 
Object is to be effected, whether by premiums on Wine of a 
particular quality, or by fixed regulations pressing to a certain 
degree upon that which is inferior. The Wino taster's Depart­
ment will give you facilities for carrying into effect any measure 
to wl1ich you may deem it proper to resort without any additional 
expence. 1 shall therefore content myself with drawing Your 
Lordship's particular Attention to the Subject, leaving it to your 
own judgment to select ihe Means by which the Object in View 
may most effoctually and easily be attained. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATl!lll(HT. 
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[Office Copy.l 

Letter from LORD BATHURST to LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

COLONIAL OFFICE, 30th January 1817. 

MY LoRD,-This letter will be delivered to your Lordship by 
Mr. Benjamin Moodie, who is desirous of becoming a Settler at 
the Cape of Good Hope. 

I have to request your Lordship will give directions that a grant 
of land may be made to Mr. Moodie proportionate to the means 
which he may possess of cultivating the same, and subject to the 
established regulations of the Colony. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

[Original.] 

Letter from JOHN BARROW, ESQRE., to HENRY 
GOULBURN, ESQRE. 

ADMIRALTY OFFICE, 1st Febrtl,(lry 1817. 

Sm,-Having laid before my Lords Commissioners of the 
Admiralty your letter of the 27th ulto. conveying Lord Bathurst's 
request that the buildings at Cape Town occupied by the Naval 
Department may be restored to the Colonial Government of the 
Cape of Good Hope, and in the same state of repairs in which they 
were when they were originally made over to the Navy, 

I have their Lordships' commands to acquaint you that they 
have directed the Navy Board to restore the said buildings to the 
Colonial Government; but after so long a lapse of time 1t seems 
almost impossible to ascertain what the state of repair was, when 
those buil1lings were originally delivered to the Naval Depart­
ment, and that besides, as they are no longer necessary for naval 
service, My Lords do not think they could be justified in in­
curring any expence out of Naval funds on this account. 

I am &c. 

(Signed) JOIIN BARROW. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from \V. D. ,h:~::--r.·aR, EsQRE., to Lonn 
CnAHLEH Sor.rnmmT. 

CAPE TowN, 3rd February 1817. 

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR ExcELLENCY,-1 trust that your Lordship 
will not consi<ler me too intrusive in troubling your Lor<lship with 
the following statement. 

In the year 1702 I was admitted a proctor in His Majesty's 
High Court of A<lmirnliy, and in the several Ecclesiastical Courts 
of Englan<l. 

In 1800 I had the honor to be appointed, (under His Majesty's 
Royal sign rnnnnal) His Majesty's Procurator General in this 
settlement ancl saile<l for this early in ,July of that year. 

During a residence of more than seYen years in this Colony 
I lutve at all times been "·illing to afford every assistance in 
my power to His Majesty's Government, and when calle<l upon 
my best abilities have always been exerted in its service. 

In November 18B Sir John Frnncis Cradock, at that time 
Oovernor, being anxious to introduce an J~nglishrnan i11to the 
Court of Justice was pleased to offer me the vacancy occasione<l 
liy l\Ir. Fngel's resignation ; having made arrangements to return 
to my chil<lrcn nn<l family in England I clcc1inccl the honor, but 
the continne<l ,rnd urgent solicitations of Sir John Cmdock at last 
incl11ce<l me to accc<le to his wishes. I have bL·en a member ever 
since and have atternle<l the Commission of Circuit three times as 
J1Hl~e, once as ,Junior rnemh\'r arnl twice as president. 

For my profcssimrn l char:H'I er awl services I Le~ leavo to refrr 
your E~cPllency to the Chief ,I us( ire nrnl tu the other members of 
1.hc ( 'onrt :rn al:-m to the dif'lenmt mngistrates whose di:;tricts [ 
have visitc<l with the Commis~ion of Circnit. 

As to my gcncml cond11<'t I am proml to say tlrnt I <lo not know 
an indiYidual who c opinion I should dr(\:tll shoul<l your Lunlship 
think proper to make euquiri1•s re. peeling it. 

Hn<l I goue to Englall(] at tl1c Lime I hecame a mcmhl'r of the 
Court l conl<l three year~ since cilher have taken my own son as 
an :!.r(icled derk or come other yo11nrr gentlc,nan with who111 I 
rnig1 1t have rccci,•ccl a premium of one thou and ponll(l8, an<l thi:; 
:ulrnnta~l! wo11l1l have recurred at tlio cxpimtion of every fifth 
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year afterwar,ls. I shonlJ a]so have had the opportunity upon 
the death of Charles BiHhop ]i.:H(1uire His Majesty's late Procurator 
General in England of exerting my interest to succeed to that 
appointment or to some other of the soveral vacancies that have 
occurred in my profession. 

It is perhaps unneces:-;ary to inform your Lordship that the 
salary which I have received, lessened as it has been by the 
payment of an interpreter, has l.ieeu wholly iuauequate to my 
neces. ary expences. 

Atldetl tu this I lieg leave to assure your Ex:celleucy that since 
I have been detained in this Colony liy having accepted the situa­
tion of a member of the won,hipfol the Court of Justice my 
pecuniary losses have nearly trel.iled the whole amount of my 
salary. 

Under these circumstances I venture to solicit from yot1r Lord­
ship such au intro<lucliou to The Hight Honourable Kul lhtlrnrst 
as your Lordship can conscientiously honor me with, hoping that 
1 may upon your LorJship's representation outain some sii1utiun 
that will enable me tu return to this Colony with justice to my 
children and satisfaction to myself. 1 have &c. 

(Signed) W. D. J1rnxrxas. 

[ Origiu al.] 

Letta from Lo1w CHARLL;.S So~lERSET to EARL BATHUltST. 

CAI'E Ob' GoOJJ lloPE, February 5th 1817. 

MY Lorw,-1 take the liberty of introducing to your Lordship 
Mr. Jennings, His Majesty's Proclll\ttor General in this Settle­
ment and tt meml.ier of the Court of Justice here. He returns 
to England on very important family affairs, and as he conceives 
that some new arrangements may be made in the judicial tlepart­
meut here he is au.xious tu have the honom of l.ieing known tu 
your Lunlship with a hope of being c011si1lered shoulJ such 
arraugeme11t have phu:e. The enclul'.ie1l loiter (addressed to me) 
will put yum Lordship full· in possession of .:\Ir. Jennings' quali­
ii(•ations, his claims are the high respectal.Jility and uprightness of 
hi;; clrnracier, and the unllll jndgmeut, talent, and zeal whic.:h 
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he has evinced in the execution of the arduous duties he has had 
to perform ; by these he has most laudably upheld the character 
and authority of our Court of Justice, and I most conscientiously 
and sincerely recommend him to Your Lordship's patronage. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENUY SOMERSET. 

[Copy.] 

Letter from the REVEREND DR. JONES to the 
COLONIAL SECRETARY. 

CAPE TowN, February 7th 1817. 

Srn,-Having declared to His Excellency the Governor my 
intention of resigning my Situation, and having obtained his 
permission so to do, I beg leave now to send in my resignation, 
and desire a pass to leave the Colony. I have &c. 

(Signed) R. JONES, D.D., Senior Chaplain. 

[ Original. J 
Letter from ,T. R. LUSIIINGTON, EsQRE., to 

HENRY GOULBURN, ESQRE. 

TREASURY ClliliBKBS, 10th February 1817. 

Sm,-With reference to your letter of 17th December last, on 
the subject of an additional duty being imposed on Cape wines, 
I am commanded by the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's 
Treasury to transmit to you copy of a letter from Mr. Lack of 
20th ultimo on this subject, and I am to acquaint you for the 
information of Earl Bathurst that it is their Lordships' intention 
to submit a Bill to the consideration of the legislature for in­
creasing the duty on Cape Wine as therein recommended. 

I am &c. 

(Signed) J. TI. LUSIII,"GTON. 
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(Copy.] 

Letter from Lorm MELVILLE to REAR ADMIRAL 

Sm GEORGE CocKBURN. 

279 

ADMIRALTY, 10th February 1817. 

Sm,-An order was sent last year to take possession of the 
Island of Tristan d'Acunha, and one reason for the adoption of 
that measure was the supposed facility with which an enterprize 
might be directed against t. Helena for the purpose of enabling 
Buonaparte to escape from thence. 

As the retaining possession of Tristan d' Acunha, though attended 
with considerable inconvenience, must be persevered in, if there is 
any weight in the reason which I have mentioned, I should be 
glad if you would favor me with your opinion as to how far it may 
be prudent, with a view to the security of Buonaparte, to with­
draw from the Island, and abandon it altogether. I have &c. 

(Signed) MELVILLE. 

(Copy.J 

Letter jro1n Sm GEORGE CocKBUR.N to VISCOUNT MELVILLE. 

CA VENDISII SQUARE, 11th Febi uary 1817. 

MY Lorrn,-In reply to the letter of yesterday's date which I 
am honored with from you Lordship, I have no hesitation in 
stating that I do not consider the occupation of the Island of 
Tristan d'Acunha to be of the slightest importance towards the 
secmity of General Buonaparte at St. Helena. 

I conceivctl it to be essential to possess ourselves of the Island 
of Ascension because it is situated within the limit of the same 
Trade wind with St. Helena, is of course within the invariably, 
moderate weather precincts, and being but a short distance and 
directly to leeward, a boat or smnll vessel might run down to it 
from St. Helena with perfect safety in three or four days, but the 
Ialand of Tristan d'Acunha, being above twenty degrees of latitude 
south of St. Helena, of course out of the Trade wind, and situatetl 
in a generally stormy region, no small vessel or boat could (with 
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adequate prospect of success) attempt to reach the former Island 
frvm the latter. 

·with reference to the idea of Tristan d' Acnnha being taken 
pos,:e:-;sion of by any other nat.ion or set of people, as a place from 
whence to send vessels and endeavour to take off Buonaparto from 
St. Helena, I have to observe that such vessels must approach the 
latter Island precisely in the same way as vessels coming from 
any other part of the world, and though their voyage would be 
perhaps somewhat shorter, I can see no substantial advantage they 
would have in making this attempt from Tristan d' Acunha over 
a similar expedition undertaken from many parts even of Europe 
and ~\.merica; nor would it prove half so easy or so short as from 
Benguela or other anchorages on I.he coast of Africa where vessels 
may refit and obtain all the advantages they could look for at 
Tristan J.' Acuuha. 

Under these considerations therefore, My Lord, I feel myself 
justified in very readily and most decidedly offering my opinion 
that (with the view to the security of Buonaparte) there is no 
importance whatever in withdrawing from, and abandoning al­
together the Island of Tristan d' Acunha iu conformity with your 
Lordship's snggestio1;1. I have &c. 

(Signed) G. CoCKllURN. 

[Oflice Uopy.J 

Letter from, Lonn BATHURST to Louo CHARLES SOMERSET. 

COLONIAL OFFICE, 15 Felmrory 1817. 

MY LORD,-I have th<' honour of enclosiw• for Your Lordship's 
information a corresponclcnce which has passed between Lord 
:Melville and Sir George Cockbnrn relative to the facility ,vhich 
the Islancl of Tri'ltan d'Acunha, if not occt1pic<l hy a British .Force, 
might affor<l to Persons attempting to promote the escape of 
General Bonaparte. As it appears that in a Naval point of View 
that Island can in no degree facilit:it • a communication with 
St. Helena, I take the earliest Opportunity of communicating it 
to Your Lonlship, all(l acquainting you that llis Majesty's C:ovem­
ment have in co11scq11enre Ul'lcrmincd upon withdrawing the 
Ganison \\'hid.1 you lrnd <lct,tchcd for ils uceupation, and as cml' 
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of His Maje ·ty's ships is on the point of proceeding to the Uape, 
it has been jmlgml aJvisal.Jle tlmt She should on her passaire touch 
at Tri ' lan d'.Acunha and convey the Garrison to the Cape, and 
Onlers have been aeconlingly given to the Officer in command for 
the execution of this service. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHUllST. 

[Original.] 

Letter fru,n Lo1m UHARLES So)IEitSET to EARL BATHUUST. 

GwuoE 'l'owN, 15th February 1817. 

UY Lo1m,- lteferring to my dispatch No. 78 on the subject of 
the resignation of the Heverernl Dr. ,Tones, Co1onial 'haplain, I 
have now the honour to transmit to your Lor<lship a copy of that 
gentleman's written notification of the circumstance to the Colonial 
Secretary, and I have further to inform Your Lonbhip that 
Dr. Jones having sailed from hence with his family in the }:ast 
India Company's ship Bat'l of JJalca,ws, I have called upon the 
Hevd. Mr. Hou 11h to take upon himself the duties of Colonial 
Chaplain in Cape Town. I hrwe &c. 

(, 'igne<l) CIIAitLEt; HmmY So:1mnsET. 

101 'ce Copy.] 

L!ltcr j1"U1n Lo1rn BATIIUJlST to Lono Cn.rnLES So::in:msRT. 

Col,ONIAL OFFICE, I 6th FcbrWtry 1817. 

1v Lo1m,-Thc accompanying Memorandum has been put into 
my hu.n<b hy the \Vurtcml.Jerg Minister, with the request that I 
,rnul1l olJtain the i11forn111tion therein solicite<l. I ha.vc accordingly 
to rcquc t that Your Lonl hip w<,mltl send to me the result, of the ' 
enquiry wliieh you will lie plcuse<l to wake into the Circumstances 
stated. I hu.ve &c. 

(Signed) D.\.llIURST, 
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[Office Copy.] 

Letter from LORD BATIIURST to LORD CHARLES . O~fERSET. 

COLONIAL 0FJ'ICE, 17th February 1817. 

MY LORD,-I have had the honour to receive Your Lordship's 
Dispatch No. 66 of the 15th October last, and having communi­
cated upon the subject of its Contents with the Lords Com­
missioners of His Majesty's Treasury I now transmit for your 
Lordship's information the accompanying Copies of a Letter and 
its Enclosure which their Lordships have directed their secretary 
to address to Mr. Goulburn. From this Communication Your 
Lordship will perceive that it is the intention of the Board of 
Treasury to submit to Parliament a Bill for laying a small increase 
of Duty on Cape Wine. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATIIURST, 

[Office Copy.l 

Letter from LORD BATHURST to CAI'TAIN CLOETE 
at Tristan da Cunha. 

COLONIAL OFFICE, 20th February 1817. 

Srn,-It not being judged expedient to retain possession of the 
Island of Tristan <la Cunha, I have to desire that you will return 
to the Cape of Good Hope together with the Detachment placed 
under your Command. An opportunity of so doing will be 
afforded to you by H.M.S. Conqueror, which has been directed to 
touch at Tristan da Uunha on its passage to the Cape. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

[Original. J 
Letter from J. R. LUSIIINGTON, ESQRE., to 

liE.NRY GouLIJum,r, EsQ1rn. 

TnEABUllY CHMJDEllB, 20th February 1817. 

Srn,-With reference to your letter of 8th ultimo trarn~mitting 
copy of a dispatch from Lord Charles SomerscL relative Lo the 
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regulation of the money assessments on the part of the landdrosts 
of the several districts at the Cape ; I have it in command to 
transmit copy of the report of the commissioners of Uolonial Audit 
dated 28th ultimo on this subject. And I am to acquaint you for 
the information of Earl Bathurst that under the circumstances 
stated in Lord Charles Somerset's despatch of 13th September 
last, my Lords agree in opinion with them that an audit of the 
accounts of the money assessments on the part of the landdrosts 
of the several districts at the Cape, in this country, would not be 
attended with advantage proportionate to the inconvenience which 
it might occasion. I am &c. 

(Signed) J. R LUSllINGT0N. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from LORD BATHURST to LORD CIIARLES So.MERSET. 

CoLONIAL OFFICE, 21st February 1817. 

MY LORD,-I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your Lordship's Dispatch No. 70. 

As it appears that J>rontowski and the other Individuals who 
had been conveyed from St. Helena to the Cape, had returned to 
St. Helena on their Way to Europe; and as the chief object of 
establishing the circuitous passage from St. Helena to Europe by 
the Cape was thereby mainly contravened, I have to express my 
hope that your Lordship will take care on any future occasion of 
a similar nature that the Ve sel on board of which any person so 
circumstanced shall be placed, has for her destination any other 
place than that of St. Helena. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATIIURST. 

[Original.] 

Letter front LORD CIIARLES SOMERSET to EARL BATHURST. 

GEORGE TowN, CAPE OF Goov HoPE, 

24th February 1817. 

Mv LORD,-I lose no time in replying to your Lordship's 
dispatch To. 73 with enclosure hand.ml to your Lordship by the 
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reverend Doctor Poynter, Titular Homan Catholic Dishop of 
London, on the subject of establisliing a Roman Catholic Mission 
in this Settlement. 

By the fundamental laws of the Batavian Republic, which were 
guaranteed to the colonists of this Settlement by the Capitulation 
upon which it surrendered, all denominations of Christians were 
not only tolerated but entitled to equal privileges. It has not 
been very apparent to those of the Homan Catholic persuasion 
here, why notwithstanding the guarantee which was held out to 
them, they were deprived of their Clergy shortly after the sur­
render, although no charge of misconduct or imprudence was 
alle<lged against them as far as I have learnt, and I am informed 
that the circumstance caused much sensation amongst the mem­
bers of that Body. 

At the distance I am from Cape Town at this moment I haYe it 
not in my power to give your Lordship accurate information with 
respect to the number of Roman Catholics here, nor would it be 
easy so to do even from the Cape, as these people having so long 
been without clergy, they are scarcely longer known; but I have 
been informed that the Body of Roman Catholics is numerous, 
and as there are many Belgians here and some settlers from 
almost every other Country in Europe, it is probable that it is so, 
under which circumst:.1nces, I doubt not that your Lordship will 
see no impropriety in sanctioning the object of Dr. Poynter's 
application. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHAltLES lIE.'ltY so~rnm,BT. 

L Original.] 

Letter from Jo1rn n,umow, .E::iQHE., to IImmY GouLuunN, E::;qm;, 

ADMIRALTY On1cE, 25th 1"tbru11ry 1817. 

Sm,-In reference to Earl Bathur:,t's letter to my Lords Uom­
misRioncrs of the Admiralty, of the 20th instant, respcctin~ tho 
Island of Tristan d' Acunha; I am commanded by their Lordships 
to acquaint you, for his Lordship's information, that Hear Admiral 
l'lampin is directed to call at the said Island, and to take on 

 

 



Rccor1h of the Cape Culony. 285 

ho:.u-J the Conqurror the whole of the garrison and establishment, 
in order to their removal to the Uape of Good Hope. I am &c. 

(Signed) Jon~ Rumow. 

[Original.] 

Letter f rorn the REVEREND A. FAURE to EARL DATIIURST. 

UNIVERSITY OF UTRECHT, 25th February 1817. 

MY Lonn,-I trust your Lordship will be pleased to permit me 
to return my most sincere and humble thanks for the kind answer 
your Lordship returned to my request, in authorizing my pro­
ceeding as a clergyman to the Cape of Good Hope. 

As your Lordship has not thought proper to appoint me to the 
charge of any particular church, I beg leave to submit to your 
Lordship's consideration, hav1 1g with others long experienced the 
great want of it, the importance and propriety of establishing 
in South Africa a college for the education of young mrn for the 
church, which would save them the trouble and expense of a 
voyage to Europe and a residence of several years at the U niver­
sities of this Country. 

My course of studies having led me to pay attention to the 
eastern as well ru, the western languages and other branches of 
science, I should feel peculiarly happy in rendering every assist­
ance in my power in carrying such a plan into exei:mtion. 

Should your Lordship approve of it, and think proper to grant 
unto me the appoint1~nt of Professor, which will not at all 
hinder me from exercising the functions of a clergyman, I would 
then heg leave to mention at the same time to your Lordship the 
name of Mr. Van Oorclt, a member of this University, a man cf 
great literary attainments, as a colleague to me in such an arduous 
task. 

I am convinced that the establishment of such an irn,titution 
will enhance the prosperity of the Colony, and with joy and 
thankfulness we would eYer remember the name of your Lordship 
in sanctioning it, arnl as in duty bound ·we shoul<l never cease to 
pray that ewry l>lcssing may atte1Hl your Lord,diip in the 
administration of the affairs of His Britannic ::\fajesty's Govern­
nwnt ontrustc<l to yonr care. 
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reverend Doctor Poynter, Titular lloman Catholic Dishop of 
London, on the subject of establishing a Roman Catholic Mission 
in this Settlement. 

By the fundamental laws of the natavian Republic, which were 
guaranteed to the colonists of this Settlement by the Capitulation 
upon which it surrendered, all denominations of Christians were 
not only tolerated but entitled to equal privileges. It has nut 
been very apparent to those of the Roman Catholic persuasion 
here, why notwithstanding the guarantee which was held out to 
them, they were deprived of their Clergy shortly after the sur­
render, although no charge of misconduct or imprudence was 
alleclged against them as far as I have learnt, and I am informed 
that the circumstance caused much sensation amongst the mem­
bers of that Body. 

At the distance I am from Cape Town at this moment I have it 
not in my power to give your Lordship accurate information with 
respect to the number of Roman Catholics here, nor would it be 
easy so to do even from the Cape, as these people having so long 
been without clergy, they are scarcely longer known; but I have 
been informed that the Body of Roman Catholics is numerous, 
and as there are many Belgians here and some settlers from 
almost every other Country in Europe, it is probable that it is so, 
under which circumstances, I doubt not that your Lordship will 
see no impropriety in sanctioning the object of Dr. Poynter's 
application. I have &c. 

(Signed) CIIAHLES IlE1'ltY SO!l1ERSET. 

L Original.] 

Letter from Jo1rn D,umow, Esqrm., to HENRY GouLBUHN", EsQ1rn. 

ADMIRALTY 0FFIOE, 2Jth ll'tlnuary 1817. 

Sm,-In reference to Earl Dathurst's letter to my Lonls Com­
missioners of the Admiralty, of the 20th instant, rnspecting the 
Island of Tristan d'.Acuuha; I am commanded by their Lordships 
to acquaint you, for bis Lonlship's information, that Hear Admiral 
l'lampin is ilirectcd tu call at the said lsluud, awl to take on 
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lioard the Conqurror the whole of the garrison and estahlishment, 
in order to their removal to the Cape of Good Hope. I am &c. 

(Signed) JonN Rumow. 

L Original.] 

Letter frorn the REVEREND A. FAURE to EARL BATHURST. 

UKIVERSITY OF UTRECHT, 25th February 1817. 

MY Lonn,-I trust your Lordship will be pleased to permit me 
to return my most sincere and humble thanks for the kind answer 
your Loruship returned to my request, in authorizing my pro­
ceeding as a clergyman to the Cape of Good Hope. 

As your Lordship has not thought proper to appoint me to the 
charge of any particular church, I beg leave to submit to your 
Lordship's consiucration, havrng with others long experienced the 
great want of it, the importance and propriety of establishing 
in South Africa a college for the education of young men for the 
church, which would save them the trouble and expense of a 
voyage to Europe and a residence of several years at the Univer­
sities of this Country. 

My course of studies having led me to pay attention to the 
eastern as well as the western languages and other branches of 
science, I should feel peculiarly happy in rendering every assist­
ance in my power in carrying such a plan into execution. 

Should your Lordship approve of it, and think proper to grant 
unto me the appointisent of Professor, which will not at all 
hinder me from exercising the functions of a clergyman, I would 
then beg leave to mention at the same time to your Lordship the 
name of Mr. Van Oordt, a member of this University, a man of 
great literary attainments, as a colleague to me in such an arduous 
task. 

I am convinced that the establishment of such an institution 
will enhance the prosperity of the Colony, and with joy and 
thankfulness we would ever rememller tho name of your Lordship 
in sanctioning it, and as in llnty bound we shoulcl never cease to 
pray that ewry blessing may attc11cl your Lord,-liip in the 
administration of the affairs of l [is Britannic Majesty's Govern­
ment cntruste<l to your care. 
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I have the honour to remain, waiting the reply of your Lordship, 
addressed to me at this University, Your Lordship's &c. 

(Signed) A. FAURE. 

[Original.J 

Letter from LORD CHARLES SOMERSET to EARL BATHUHST. 

CAPE OF Goon HOPE, March 4th 1817. 

MY Lonn,-I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Lordship's letter of the 24th July 1816 on the 14th ultimo, trans­
mitting to me the instructions of the Lords Commissioners of the 
Treasury respecting expences incurred on account of the Army on 
Foreign Stations dated 6th July 1816. 

Having a short time previous to your Lordship's dispatch caused 
a considerable purchase of timber to be made for the use of the 
Barrack Department here, I feel it incumbent upon me to give 
this explanation to your Lordship on the subject, trusting that 
your Lordship will have the goodness to cause the circumstance 
to be explained at such office, as the accounts of the Commissariat 
Department here for the period in question will come under 
examination. I was induced to sanction the purchase of so 
large a lot at once (at a moment when timber was more reason­
able than usual here) to save being subjected to the enormous 
prices that have at times been demanded when purchasing in 
retail. I have &c. 

(Signed) CJIAHLER H1::NRY SOMERSET. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from, LORD BATHURST to Lonn CHARLES SoMEllHET. 

Co1J)NIAL OFFICE, 12th March 1817. 

MY Lonn,-It being extremely desirable to ascertain pn\CiRely 
the different Laws and regulations which apply to the Celebration 
of Marriages in the different Colonies and J >e1>ell(lcncies of ( lreat 
l'ritain, I have to dm,ire that You will take in coneert with the 
Law Officers of the Colony under Your Admiuistratiou thp ll<'l'<'S-
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sary Measures for transmitting to me any Laws, Ordinances or 
Regulations which may be in force in the Colony with respect to 
the Form and Manner in which Marriages should be celebrated 
in order to secure their Validity ; and in the event of there being 
no special Law of the Colony applicable to the Subject, I have to 
desire that you would state to me the forms in which Marriages 
have been ordinarily celebrated, and the Opinion of the Law 
Officers as to the Authority on which such ordinary forms of 
Celebration rest. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

[Original.] 

Letter front J. R. LusmNGT0N, EsQrtE., to HENRY 
Gou1nunN, EsQHE. 

TREASURY CHAMBERS, 24th March IS17. 

Srn,-I am commanded by the Lords Commissioners of His 
Majesty's Treasury to transmit to you the enclosed copy of their 
Lordships' minute of the 11th Inst. on your letter of the 27th 
January last inclosing copy of a dispatch which has been sent to 
the Governor of the Cape of Good Hope upon the subject of the 
financial statement of that Colony, and in case the Earl Bathurst 
should concur in their Lordships' view of the matter I am to 
desire you will move his Lordship to convey instructions to the 
Governor of the Cape of Good Hope accordingly. I have &c. 

(Signed) J. R. LUSIIINGTON. 

[Enclosure.] 

Copy of Treasury lrfinidc of 11th ltfarch 1817. 

Read letter from Mr. Goulburn of the 271,h January last trans­
mitting for their Lordships' information copy of a despatch 
a(l<lresscd by Earl Bathurst to the Governor of the Cape of Good 
Hope on the subject of the Financial state of that settlement, and 
the aprlication of a portion uf its revenue in aid of the :Military 
Expeuditure thereof. 

My Lords observe with grcn.L ~atisfn.ction thn.t in consequence of 
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the reduction of the Military Force proposed to he stationed at 
this settlement in time of peace, and of the state of the Uolonial 
Revenue, there exists a well fournled expectation tlrnt these 
Revenues will in future he adequate to defray the greater part 
if not the ,vhole of the E.·traordinary E:penses of the army 
there. 

But it appears to my Lor<ls that, whether the Extraordinary 
Expenses of the Army on any foreign station he defmye<l out of 
the Colonial Revenues thereof, or out of monies !,,rrantcd hy the 
Parliament of Great lhitain, it is equally important that the 
Expenditure in all its details should be cornlucted hy a Com­
mis ariat ofticer in conformity to His Majesty's Hegulations, and 
under the immediate control arnl revision of this Ron.rd, without 
which there can be no security that these regulations would be 
strictly adhered to and that uniformity preserved in the mode 
of e•,penditure which is essential to the good of His Majesty's 
service. 

And my Lords do not see any arlvantage which could result to 
the public service from this e.·penditure being remove<l from their 
Lordships' immediate control to that of the Governor, inasmuch as 
an officer or officers must he appointed 1,y the latter to execute the 
several important services connected with the Expenditure of the 
Extraordinaries of the army; and my Lnrds do not conceive that 
these services wonl<l be executed l>y officers appointed by the 
Governor at a cheaper rate than that whidt would attmHl the 
employment <,f Commissaries. 11 Lords are therefore of opinion 
that any ai<l which the Colonial J:evenues may Le able to afliiru 
towar<ls the Extrnordinary Expenses of the Army should he paid 
over from time to time und1•r the 1lircclio11s of the C:oH•rnor to 
the Commissariat officer in charge n.t the ~ettlemcnt to he e. pen1lcd 
by him in the rnanucraml under the .anw1cg11lation • asif tl1e fund' 
for that e.·peuuiture hntl Leen provi,le<l by Bill Jraw n upon their 
Lon.ls hips. 
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[Office Copy.] 

Ldtcr Jroni Loiw BATHURST to LonD CII.\.HLES so~lERSET. 

DOWNING HTnEET, 27th March 1817. 

MY LoRn,-Mr. Fagel, who formerly hel(l the situation of 
Ven<lue Master at the Uape of Good Hope, has represented to 
me that from the commencement of the year 1815 until the 
11eriod at which his resignation of the Oflice was promulgated in 
the Colony, the emoluments of the Office which during that 
periocl strictly helonged to him were all carried to the pnLlic 
Account ancl that his Deputy in the Colony received none of 
those Profits which he hacl previ0trnly to the year 1815 been in 
the habit of receidug on account of his Principal. 

As it was certainly not my intention to interfere with the 
emoluments of 11r. Fagel's Office during the time that he con­
tinue<l to holcl it, I nm at, a lo:,;s to ascertain the grounds upon 
which this Arrangement received the f:ianction of the Colonial 
Go,·crnmenL, and I have therefore to request that your Lordship 
would report to me the ciremnstaiiees under which it was 
authorized in order that if this Transfer of Mr. Pagel\, emolu­
ments to the Treasury i;hould have arisen from an erroneous 
Opiuion of his having resigned at an earlier period, lfoasnres 
may be taken for repaying to him the sum to which as Yeudue 
Master of the Colony he might he entitled. I luwe &c. 

(Signed) D.\.THURST. 

Lrtt,,r fro1n Lonn H.\TIIURST lo Lo1m Crr.utLES SommsET. 

COLO'\IAL 0FF!Cll. '27tl. J[nrch 1817. 

::\fY Lo1rn,-Havin~ can,w,l the 1li.:;patl'h I hail the honnu~· of 
:ttltlressi11ir to your Loni. hip 011 the 1st of ,Tan nary bf:t, relatirn 
to tl1c p11blie ExpPrnlilnrc at the Capo, to he trnnsrnitted to 
the Treas my for the inl'ormation of the Lorch; ( 'ommi~sioncn, 
their Lonl hip8 h,n-c retnmL•1l in n•ply a :\l:11nlc of which I now 
enclose to you a l'op ·; a1Hl I lwrn lo acqn.tint ·ou that it appear,, 

· 1. u 
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to me advisable for the reasons therein stated to mo<lify the 
Instruction given to you in the dispatch alHffC refencd to ; Your 
Lord. hip will he plea!'led to conform to the arrangement recom­
mended by the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury for paying 
over to the Commissariat from time to time such portions of the 
Colonial Revenue as may be available for the general Military 
Expenditure of the Colony. I have &e. 

(Signell) R\TIIUH, T. 

[Copy.] 

Return to an Orcler of the Honourable House of Commons, 
dated 5th March 1817; requiring, 

An ACCOUNT of the Quantity of WrnE imported from the Cape 
of Good Hope, for }'ive Years, ending the 5th January 1817; 
distinguishing each Year. 

Quantity of Cope Wine imported into Great Britain. 

Tun,. II. Galls. 
Year ending 5th January 1813 40 2 5G 

" " 
1814* 

" " 
1815 3.H) 3 55 

" " 181G 1,512 1 4 
" " 

1817 l,G:H 2 21 

Custom House, London, 28th March, 1817. 

(Rigned) Wn,Lr.rn I1m:--;n, 
Inspector General of the I rnports and K ·ports 

of c;reat Britain. 

,. 'l'he Records of thiR Y car were destroy •d by Fire. 
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[<'opy.J 

Return to an Order of the Honourable House of Commons, 
dated 5th March 1817 ;-requiring, 

An AccouxT of the Dunm,; Pun o~ \Vern imported from the 
Cape of ( food Hope, in :Five Years, ending the 5th January 
1817; distinguishing each Year, and the Duties payable 
previously and subsequently to the Act 53 Geo. 3, c. 84. 

Amount of Duties octuc,lly paid on Cape TVine 
imported into Urcut Britai,i. 

£. .. ti. 

Year ending 5th January 18D 1,217 G 10 

" " 
]814* 

" " 
181!5 3,73£5 12 3 

" " 
181G 5,G2G 14 10 

" " 
1817 2:3,474 3 11 

* 'l'hc Ticconls of this Year were destroyed Ly Fire. 

The Duties of Customs payable on Cape \Vine imported into 
Great Britain, previously to the passing of the Act 53 Geo. 3, 
c. 84, were, 

£. .. d. 

In Dritish Rhips 43 1 0 per Tun. 
In Foreign Ships 4G G 0 per Tun. 

And subsequently thereto, 

In British Ships 14 7 0 per Tun. 
In Foreign Ships 15 8 8 per Tun. 

Custom House, London, 28th March 1817. 

( 'igned) WILLIA)[ lRVI~G, 

Inspector General of the Imports and Exports 
of U reat Britain. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from TIIO)IAH LACK, EsQRE., to 
HENRY GouLBURN, EsQRE. 

OFFIOE OF COMMITTEE OF PRIVY Cot:NCIL FOR TRADE, 

WHITEHALL, 7th April 1817. 

Sm,-In answer to your Jetter of the 31st Ultimo, relative to 
the admission of a cargo of American Tobacco importe<l. into the 
Cape of Good Hope, from the Mauritius, by :Messrs. Ebden and 
Watts, I am directed to transmit to you, for Earl Bathurnt's 
information, the copy of a letter written to the Lords of His 
Majesty's Treasury, by direction of the Lords of the Committee 
of Privy Council for Trade, on the 8th January last upon that 
subject. I am &c. 

(Signed) THOMAS LACK. 

[Office Copy.J 

Letter from Lorm BATIIURST to Lonn CrrARLES SOMERSET. 

COLONIAL OFFICE, 12th April 1817. 

Mv Loirn,-IIaving caused your Lordship's dispatch trans­
mitting papers relative to the seizure of American Tobacco im­
ported into the Cape of Good Hope by Messrs. Ebden and Watts 
in a BritiRh Ship from Mauritius, to be referred to tho Office 
of Committee of Privy Council for Trade, I have to acquaint your 
Lordship that it appears by the answer returned by desire of the 
Lords of the Committee that the subject had ~lreatly been snb­
mittoc~ to their Consideration, by the Lords Commissioners of 
His 11ajesty's Treasury, and that the Lonls oi the Committee 
in ronsel[Uence signified their Opinion that under the Circum­
stances of the Case, it would be just aud fair to acccd, to the 
Application of l\lessrs. Ebden and Watts that the Tobacco might 
be sold ancl the proccrnls lOllgecl wiLh the Customs till the legality 
of the importation shonlll he tlecitletl, allll their Lordships recum­
rnendetl that the seizing Officer.· should be rc,Luircd to 8Late 
without delay the grounds upon which they considered the 
im1Jortatiou illPgal. l have &c. 

ll.\TUUWff. 

 

 



(Copy.] RET"CRX to an Order of The Honourable House of Commons, dated the 5th ~Iarch 1817 ;-for 
AX ACCOuXT OF THE VA.LUE OF ALL DIPORTS FRmI THE CA.PE OF GOOD HOPE, rn FIVE YEA.RS, 

EXDlNG 'fHE FIFTH JANUARY 18li; 
Distinguishing each Year, and the Principal ~\.rticlcs. 

Ql.."ANIITlE.S lli:PORTED ~TO GREAT BHITAI!'\. 
I 

0FYICIAL V ALUR THERE0J'. 

SPECIES OF GOODS. I Years ending the 5th January. Years ending the 5th January. 

1813: I 1815 : I 1816: 1817: lt<l3: 1815: ~816: I 1817: 
----

~ L ~ ~ L ~ ~ L £1 £. .. d. 
ALOE.5 . Lbs. 12,611 31,200 65,455 18,723 183 18 3 455 0 0 , 954 11 l 273 0 11 
. \rgul Cwt1. qr,. lb,. .. .. 16 2 20 24 2 9 . . . . 20 17 0 , 30 14 6 
Be<·f, "8.li<'d. Cwtr. qr,. lb• . 4,343 2 12 .. .. 4,054 0 8 
Benjamm v,,. 59,402 .. .. 1,485 1 0 
Canes, Rattan . .. Yo. .. 200,143 .. .. 60 0 10 
Ca-3,.,;;ia, Lignea. . T,l,s. 60,485 .. 46,591 .. 4,536 7 6 .. 3,49! 6 6 
(1o, es Lbs. 2~, 537 .. .. . . 7,13! 5 0 
C-0lfee Oi,·f I. qr,. lbl. 69 3 6 4,918 0 25 809 2 8 10 l 20 488 12 6 3!,427 11 3 5,667 0 0 73 0 0 
Elephanls T..,th Cwts. qri. lb1. o e o 9 3 13 46 3 26 181 3 20 3 0 0, 59 3 11 281 17 10 1,091 11 5 
FeatMrs, Ot;trlch Lbs. 6 oz. 9 4t 83 10 308 10 371 7 5 l~ 11 50 3 6 185 3 6 222 17 3 
Hide,, l:aw. J'{1). 1,545 2,275 2,960 3,153 5\0 15 u 796 5 0 1,036 0 0 1,103 11 0 
Indigo Lbs. 605 23~ .. .. 1,3 3 9 32 14 6 
Oil, Train Tuns. hhd. galls. 112 0 41 463 1 52 249 2 58 130 3 9 1,458 2 4 6,713 13 2 3,246 9 10 l, 700 4 3 
Pepper Ll,s. b8,957 .. 117,72! .. 1,482 12 4 1,962 1 4 
Rice . C'wt,. qrs. lbs. .. 2,077 2 15 10 l 16 0 oa .. 1,658 4 6 7 15 11 1 11 
:--a~. Lbs. .. .. 8,3!! 39 .. .. 104 6 0 9 9 
:--alt Petre Cu·t,. qrs. u,,. 631 2 18 .. I 379 0 0 
Sea Horse Teeth • • L/)S. 42 2-15 121 51 6 6 0 36 15 0 18 3 0 7 13 0 
Skin,, Goat, Raw , . Doz .. .Yo. a 7 593 11 668 10 503 0 14 11 8 593 18 4 668 16 8 608 0 0 
-- Kid. lindrest. .:.Yo. .. 3,059 3,059 .. 48 18 10 48 18 10 
-l-eal .Yo. 4,M91 5,266 405 203 15 10 219 8 4 16 17 6 
-- !o'heep, Cndr..rt . Doz.So. 4,526 7 2,6~9 9 6,379 2 5,607 4 905 6 4 537 19 0 1,075 16 8 1,121 9 4 
Spirit.-;, Arrack . Ga!C,. l .. 10,2>!6 9 2 6 .. 1,285 15 0 1 2 6 
!Sugar. Cwi.. qrs. lbs . .. 1,320 3 17 2 2 0 .. .. 1,816 4 9 3 8 II 
T &marin,lo . . . . UJ,. .. 19 12,589 .. . . 2 0 65 11 4 
Turmeric L/)s. .. .. 2,451 .. . . 25 10 7 
Wax, Bees • (]«-t~. q0

r1. !/JI. I 21 1 20 .. 0 l 17 .. 101 15 8 1 18 2 
Whaldin,; C'u·ti. qr,. lbs. 237 1 20 185 3 25 306 2 25 77 0 5 1,899 8 7 1,487 15 8 2,453 15 8 616 7 2 
\\ We, l'ape. . . Tun,. hhds. yal/s. 37 0 29t 341 l 21 1,501 l 28½ 1,621 1 141 1,169 3 9 10,752 0 0 47,292 18 9 61,071 3 6 
- of other Sorts • . 'lum. hhd1. galls. 0 3 461 0 0 2 0 3 6lt 3 3 57, 19 14 0 3 11 20 0 11 85 8 1 
Wool, Ebony Tun,. cwt,. qrs. lbs. 6 14 0 24 .. 0 1 0 8 110 14 6 .. 17 8 
Wool, CoUon Lb1. 115,145 .. 2,084 .. 3,358 7 11 60 16 8 
--, :--beeps .. r:u:t, l,.,. u,,. 104 1 7 173 0 21 208 2 11 85 3 19 293 2 10 484 18 6 584 1 6 240 11 6 
All other ,Ar\lclea . Officia l"alue, .. .. .. " 

9,9 18 7 906 10 9 782 2 10 813 l, 6 

. TOT.\.L 26,270 8 11 63,199 14 4173,719 8 6 58,981 16 6 

,Yole.-The Reconls of the Year ending oth January 181! were destroyed by Fire. 

Custom-House, London, 
Hth April 1817. 

(Si.-.lled) WILLIAM IRVING, 
Inspector Genl. ~f the Imports :mu Exports of Great Britain. 
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[Copy.l 
.AX 

RETCHX to an Order of the Ifonourablc House of Cummons, dated 5th :March 1817 ;-for 
.ACCOU~T OF THE Y.ALUE OF ALL EXPllll'l',.; TO Tlm CAPE OF GOOD IIOPE, I~ FIVE YEAR'\ 

t~ 
<.::> 
Ho-

EXDING lllE FIFTH JA~U.\.RY 1817; 
Di~tin~ui,hing rach Ye,ir, and B1uT1~11 Produce nml ~fanuracturcs from l•'o1rnros and Cor.oxur, 11erchandizc. 

~PECIE'- OF GOOD~. 

A PP.\llEL. 
l~r ... 
Hooks printe,l . . . . . . 
Bra--s and c,1pper 11::mufat:tnns . 
Cabinet and L phuktery \I ares 
Corda~o . . . . . . . 
Oc,tton \Janufactllre~ . . 
•~las"' an,l E:lrtbeuwarl) . . 
llaberda,hcry a.nd ol illine, y, 
I! ard..-ares a.nd ( utlery . 
Hats of all aorts . . . . . . 
lron and ."'.-t.eel, \l'rougbt alld uuwrought 
Leather, wrou~bt aud nnwTOllght 
- !"\&dler:r an,t llaruess 
Ltnen llanufacturea . 
:\la..-=tra.l lu.t-trr.meut.., . . . 
Painters Colors aud \I aterials 
l'ickles and ::siuces . . . . . 
!'late. !'lated Ware, Je,rellery, &c .. 
~ilk ,1anufa<tnres . 
:Slops . . 
•'tatfOIJ('.J1"' I 

Tiu aud J•e,.·ter Ware. 
Wood, ,1z. !'ta~es 
Wonllen )lannfa, inres 
.\U 01her Articles . 

'IOTAL carried fonnrd. 

utom-IIouse, Lnnrlon, 
14th April 181,. 

0FF1CI \J. V,\J,PF. OF RtllTJSH 
ProJuce aHd )lanufacture:-i e.xported from 

Great Brita.m. 

Years emling 5th January. 
SPECIES OF GOOD~. 

OFFICIAL V.At.-CF. ()F FORF.IGS AND 
COL(INT.\I. 

Merchan,l!ze exported from Great Britain. 

Years ending 5th J a.nuary. 

1813: 1815: I H,16: ffl7. I 1813: I 1815: I 1816: !SU. ~ 
-t---.----____ , -----------1-----·-- --.J-----l es 

£. £. f-, £. £. £,, £. £. 2 
2 705

1
1,688 2,655 2,162 , IRON In Bars . . 65 3,>66 1,024 H3 -.. 

1 826 1 1 4.,-.5 1, ~:!~ l 1 ~06 Linens, Foreign . 20h 760 305 653 ~ 
36~ ,;, •~u 314 Opium . . . . 98 Sil 15 <n 
7:;5 1,679 1,819 4,1132 1'1eceGoodsoflndia 214 <:> 

2,072 2,360 3,~75 4,G57 I t'pirits, Brandy, . 169 9.907 10,646 10,9<)9 ';:;;., 
a~, 22 . ..- 973 1,6~6 -- Ceneva 9-i 3,0.13 3,70~ 4,064 ~ 

136,320 79,415 31,254 57,5·10 1 -- Rum . 1,301 5,962 4,01;9 2,605 ~ 
2,0'i0 a.,rn;; 3,099 4,310 • Tar . 163 . 362 133 645 ~ 

30;; 7;,9 , 559 690 Tobacco • . , 319 137 I 2,042 941 ~ 
2,071 3,316 2,393 \I me,; ... , . 1,661 4,197 l,f,01 3,637 ~ 

3,962 7,.-.::G 1,i-.24 5,4.;!~ A .. ll(Jt.her .-\..riicle:;, 1,168 3,513 2,3.!2 2,111 ~ 
7,134 11,4"9 11,n:.H 17,i13 --------------- <» 
l,l'i6 r l,<H3 2,299 2,296 TOT .. \.L 5,246 32,5JS 26,152 26,aa, ("""<t,, 

787 99:, 2,010 a, 1i-.s t.• ~"" 

I,ij\2 2,491 4,636 2,93-< Value of British Produrean,! \lauuf&c-} • c' 
513 914 1,0,,u 1,519 ture.,, e:qw,rte<l to tbe Cape of' O,,od t 2lb,13R lf-9,940 145,367 i IR7,739 ;::: 

2,3>1 7 1 533 2, 7ti.~ 3, llti 1It1pe, brought forward. . . . . ~ 
6i9 5~:J 1,061 1,547 r , • ~ ----.--------

~,231) 3,13:• ~,,;i6 3,572 IO,fALO(!icial,alueofExJX>rl~k> tbe} 215,3~4 I ~22,498 f 171,519 :.?U,09ti 
1,317 I 3,5 6 1,%6 2,orn lapeofuoo.l Hupe· • • • • • 
5,374 ) 2,'i:ll 5,152 5,790 
1,966 I 4,332 3,404: 2,973 
1,11'!:i I l,i76 ti39 1,.f:?l 
S,7Rl .~ 1 il2 5,94:? 13.1-H 

18,716 21,0~9 24,1~3 :H,44:! 
11,573 16,432 15,619 17,6,6 

I , 

~10,130 I 189,9~0-I 1'5,367 m,73~ 

.Yolt.-The Records of the Year ending Bh January !SH, were de.,tn,yed by Fire. 

(Signerl) WILLIA:'.1 IRYIXG, 
Insp<,ctor Genl. of the Imp<Jrts and Exports uf Great Britain. 
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[Office Copy.] 

Letter from LORD BATHURST to LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

COLONIAL OFFICE, 16th April 1817. 

MY LoRD,-I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
your Lordship's dispatch of the 23rd January announcing the 
Arrival at the Cape of Count Las Casas and his Sou, and stating 
the embarrassment which you feel with respect to them in con­
se<1nence of the Instructions which you had previously received as 
tu persons quitting St. Helena not appearing to your Lordship to 
apply to those whose criminal Conduct at St. Helena had been the 
cause of their removal from that lslaud. 

In reply I have the honour to acquaint you that as the 
Removal of Count Las Casas from St. Helena arose from h.i , own 
determination to proceed to the Cape, after he had refused the 
Offer more than once made to him hy Sir Hudson Lowe of 
remaining \Yith General Buonaparte, I cannot but consider him 
as falling strictly within the Instructions which I had the honour 
of conveying to you in my dispatch No. 46 of the 9th February 
1816, and altho' I duly appreciate the Motives which induced 
your Lordship upon a Knowledge of Count Las Casas' Conduct to 
view his removal in a different Light, yet the circumstances of 
his Misconduct du not appear to me to require that he should be 
subjected to any other restriction as to his future proceedings than 
those which you were in the Instructions already referred to, 
authorized to apply to such of General Buonaparte's Attendants 
as might arrive at the Cape f Good Hope. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

----------

[Copy.] 

Goi·crninent Advcrti.~cuicnt. 

His Excellency the Governor having been called to the 
:Frontiers of this Rcttlement by the frequent and daring outrages 
aml depredations committed on the Colonists by the People of 
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the Caffrc Nation, deemed it cxperlient to invite the Caffte Chief 
(l aika to a con fercncc, in order io demand his ai(l in repressing 
tlte outrages committ('d by his People and those of the Chiefs 
urnler him, and at the same time to notify lo him the vigorous 
measures His Lordship was determined to adopt in future, and 
the retribution he should henceforth require for any depredation 
committed. 

This conference took place on vVednesday the 2nd instant, and 
His Excellency has much satisfaction in announcing, that the 
Caffrc Chief not only plc(lged liimsclf in the most uner1uivocal 
and unreserved manner, to aid His Lordship in procuring retrilm­
tion for any <lcpredation henceforth committed, but to punish the 
Jepre<lators with death. 

In order to give the fullest publicity to the measures about to 
be adopted, and thereby, he trusts, to instill conlidence into the 
minds of the Inhabitants, and induce them to form Scttlement,:i 
on the borders of the Great :Fish River, particularly that part of 
it c~lled the ZuureYeld (unrivalled in the world for its beauty arnl 
fertility,) His Lordship has directed the follo-wing Letter (which 
he caused to be ad<lressed to the Landdrost, Deputy Landdrost, 
and Heemraden of the District of Uitenhage) to be publishetl, and 
he cherishes a confident hope that not many years will elapse, ere 
this valuable portion of His Majesty's PosBessions will, by its 
own encreased population arnl physical strength, prevent those 
evils, which His Excellency is at present determinecl to defend it 
from, by a strong aud vigilant l\lilitary :Force, aide<l by that spirit 
and activity of the Iuhauitauts themselves, \Vhich they have 
shewn on all occasions. 

Tu the Lalllldru.st, lkp11/!f lrinrld!'osf, and Jiu 1m·whn of the 
lJi1Jtrict of Uit11dl((!JI'· 

~0,11,;n~i.;T, B1inN'l'JIS llo,10TE, 2\llh ,lforrh 1817. 

(h;.:-;n.E,rn::s,-IIis Excell<>ncy the OoVL>raor having consi<kred, 
that the stuest way of n·1n·essing Call're I lepre(Lttion will uot HO 

much depeml on the ~lililary Force st1itioned 011 lite J<'rontier, as 
in the exerli11ns aml confidence of the lnhaLitanLs themselves, 
which they will best C\ince by Jc-occupying as spee(lily as possible 
their desertell hahit:itions in that vicinity, has dircctcu me to call 
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your most serious attention to this suhject, and from the result to 
require of you to use every endeavour in your respective neigh­
bourhoods, to convince the former Occupiers of Lands on this 
:Frontier, of the saf,ty with which they may now repair to their 
old abodes; while to younger Men you will be able to point out 
the advantages they will derive from establishing themselves in 
the most fertile part of this Settlement, upon terms such as other 
parts of the Colony do not hold out, which terms will hereinafter 
be further detailed. Your Landdrost, who has accompanied His 
Excellency along the whole line of the Frontier, (and from whose 
local knowledge His Excellency has derived the greatest assist­
ance), will have it in bis power to explain to you the efficacious 
steps whieh His Excellency has taken, for the disposition of the 
l\lilitary Force, so as to afford the promptest and most effectual 
assistance to all parts of the Line, in case of intrusion from our 
hitherto re 'tless neighbours. He trusts, that even that assistance 
will not bu necessary, but that the vigilance with which the front 
line will be in future watched, will deter the intruders (should the 
means His Excellenc;y is now rm,ortiug to in his visit to Caffre­
land, not entirely have the effect he expects,) from attempting 
future marauding. No doubt, however, would exist on the sub­
ject, were that fertile spot, the Zuureveld, peopled as it is calcu­
lated to be, with men superior beyond comparison to those 
Savages who have plundereLi them so grieYously, and rendereJ. 
their abode there as irksome as unprofitable. 

His E ·cellency, therefore, in the view of inducing Settlers to 
repair to the vicinity of the Frontier, has been pleased to decide : 

1. That the Landdro t shall be authorised to assign a proportion 
of waste Land to any l'crson wishing to huld it, situated to the 
Eastwanl of the Busjesman's Hiver, in the district of Uitenhage, 
adapted to the wants anJ. means of the Applicant; thus a Father 
of a F,unily, having grown up Sons, or other Relations residing 
with him, \\hose means woulJ. enable such Relatives to occupy 
Laud apart on their own account, may have the quantity of Laml 
he is permitted to occupy encreasell, in proportion to the number 
and means of such Relatives; it will be evident, that sueh associa­
tions will lie the greate·t security, and it is evident, by many 
examples ,vithin the knowledge of each of you, that such associa­
tions even under less fa, ournble circumstances, have been un­
molested. 
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2. These Lands will be granled to the Occupiers at a Tient nm· 
to be fixed, which Rent, however, will be remitted for the first 10 
years; and at the expiration of 3 years, (during which the party, 
or his family, must have resided on tho Estate), the Land shall lie 
measured at the expence of Government, and the holder shall 
obtain (without fee) his title thereto, on l'erpetual Qnitrent; 
subject, however, to this clause beyond the usual re. •rvations: 
that the Land shall become forfeited to the Government, in ca. o 
the party shall abandon the Estate, and cease to re ide or occupy 
the same. 

3. l'arties wishing for Grants in the District here mentioned, 
will not be necessitate<l. to make a ilirect application to Hi' 
Excellency the Governor, as in other cases ; but, it will be 
sufficient for them to au.dress the Lan<ldrost, pointing out where 
they propose to settle, and the authority of the Landtlrost shall 
be suflicient warrant to the party of the intention of His ilfojcsty's 
Government in his regmd. 

4. The Landdrost is however to be particularly cautious in the 
distribution of ground, so to preserve "\Vaters, that the must 
extensive accommodation possible may be affor<l.ed in that rcgafll 
to future Settlers, the necessity of which must be olivions, from 
the supposed scarcity of Springs in the Districts in question. 

fi. In or<ler likewise to obtain the most accurate information 
possible, with respect to Springs in the whole of this District, the 
Landdrost is called u1vm to give the greatest publicity to the 
Proclamation issucrl, offering rcwar<l.s for the discovery of Spring~ 
proportioned to their strength. 

G. The Landdrost will communicate to the Colonial Recretary, 
quarterly, a List of r>ersuns taking Lanus under this invit.ttion, 
an:i <les".rioing, a accurately as pus ·iule, the situation of the 
occupancies. 

His Excellency trusts, Gentlemen, that you will cc, in lh ·e 
Ilerrulations, an a<l<litional proof of the intere t he takes in the 
welfare of the good Inhabitants of the District of itenhnge, all([ 
of the sincere pleasure he feels in having it in his power to con­
tribute thereto. He relies entirely upon your co-operation in 
inspiring that confidence among your fellow Uitizens, so 1iece sary 
to our future success; and recommending you to the pe<•uliar 
protection of an All-Jisposincr l'ruvidence he leave this Di tri ·L 
in the full assurance, that he bas it in his power to report tu Hi. 
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Majesty's Government in Europe, that there is not a District of 
the Colony more loyal, or more zealous for the interests of our 
common Empire. I have &c. 

(Signed) C. Dnrn. 
Cape of Good Hope, 18th April 1817. 

By commanu of His Excellency the Governor. 

(Signed) IIB~RY ALEXANDER, Colonial Secretary. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter fro11i L01m B.\.TIIUHST to LORD CHARLES So:mmsET. 

CoLO!iIAL OFFICE, J!Jth April 1817. 

Mv Lo1m,-I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
your dispatch :N" o. 7'2 intimating the Nature of the Arrangements 
which have been made for carTying on the duties of the Office of 
Veudue Master at the Cape anJ. to assure you that they meet 
with my entire Approbation. 

·with respect to tlte period up to which Mr. Fagel is entitled 
to receive the profits of the Ofllce in question, I have only to refer 
you to my dispatch No. 14, which was written previously to the 
receipt of Your Lordship's of the 10 of J nnuary, an<l from which 
you will perceive that I haJ. already ac<)_uiesce<l in Mr. Fagel's 
Lcing perrnittccl to receive the Emoluments of the Vendue OHice 
until the date at which his resignation was made known in the 
Colony. I have &c. 

(Signed) DATlll:ItST. 

[ omcc 'opy.l 

Lrtltr jl'o!ll Lo1tn B.\THUltST to Lo1m C11Anu::-:; So,rnnsET. 

001.oNIAL 0fl'IGE, 20/h April 1817. 

l\fy Lmm,-I do myself the houonr to acknowledge the reccipL 
of your Lunlship's Diipn,tch No. 77 of the 2.:ith Januaty last, and 
al the same time to acquaint you that Llte ~\<hetti emcnts is~ucd 
nuder Your Lonbhip's Authority, !Jet \\CCU the aLove date and Lhe 
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18th of May 181G have heen approved of by His :Majesty's 
Government. I have &c. 

(Signed) 13.\.TJIURST. 

[Original.] 

Letter jroni CAPT.\I:,.f CLOETE to Lo1m CHAI:LF.S 8om:us1-:T. 

SOMERSET CAm', Tl!ISTAN DA CUJ'HIA, 

Apti/ :1:lrd 1h17. 

MY L01rn,- In my first dispateh to your Lordship I have 
endeavoured to describe the dilliculty attell(ling the removal of 
every article from the landing place to that part of the Island 
marked out for the buil<lings ; as soon therefore us the Island had 
been put in the Lest state of defence ·which the means placed in 
my power could afford, by the construction en barbette of a. 
Battery commanding both the anchorage and the entmnce into 
Falmouth Bay, and another small Bay, the only one in which 
ships can water, as well as the construction of another Battery to 
defend the only practicable ascent to the top of a ne,trly perpen­
dicular cliff ,vhich surrounds the Island, and the smface of which 
forms that part of the grounrl capable of cultivation, my first care 
was to facilitate the removal of the stores, buil1ling materials, &c., 
by forming a good road, tho' this over a country iutersectetl in all 
]_.)arts with numerous watercourses of great tlepth became a work 
of much labour and necessarily te,lions from the want of miners or 
tools used in blasting rocks, which we were consequently compl'lle,l 
to remove by manual strength, great masses of ha alt of the II t nm 
of porphyry lying scatt •ml over all parts of the eou11try, funning 
innumerable obstacles to the accompli hment of thi. work. J low­
ever difficult the task was, the road ha now Leu11 earrie1l from the 
landing place to the buildings, an(l it is my intention to ccmti11110 
it ,when time shall have become le. s precious) as far as tho 
Government fonn two miles (listant. Everything can however 110w 

be removed very readily and the works have been co11Reqm•ntly 
much forwarded, particularly so since the timely arrival of tho 
oxen by the Brig Alrtcrity. 

A large store house arnl coaching honf<e for tho men are fini horl, 
and the whole of them well lo<lgetl in huts, which have prevented 
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the necessity of first completing that part of the Barracks intended 
for their occupation. I have therefore commenced the Officers' 
Quarters, which will be ready about the beginning of June. I was 
the more anxious to see these finished, as the officers still remained 
under canvas, which at no time afforded great protection against 
the constant heavy rains and winds of these latitudes, but being 
now quite worn, give scarcely any shelter. 

Notwithstanding the continued wet which Your Lordship will 
perceive by the account of weather in the journal, to which the 
men have necessarily and constantly been exposed, it gives me the 
greatest satisfaction to be able to report to your Lordship that 
with the exception of accidental hurts, not a single individual has 
been ill, since the first occupation of these islands; this remark­
able healthy state of the detachment under such circumstances, 
and having to subsist principally upon salt provisions, I chiefly 
attribute to the even state of the atmosphere, and the habits of 
constant employment which they have acquired. 

Much as it was necessary to finish the buildings and other 
public works before the commencement of the winter season, I 
have not lost sight of the necessity of bringing a certain quantity 
of land into immediate cultivation; about ten acres have there­
fore been cleared, ploughed, and are ready to receive the grain, 
when ten more acres shall have been added, which will be the 
case before the end of June, it is my intention chiefly to sow 
wheat, and from my observation as to the extraordinary fertility 
of the soil, I feel confident that this proportion of land will not 
only yield sufficient to supply the wants of a far greater number 
of men than at present o.teupy the Island, but will also furnish 
ample supplies to any number of vessels which might touch here, 
and that they would be numerous, whenever the easy manner of 
watering as well as the certainty of finding any refreshment 
required by shipping, shall become matter of notoriety, I entertain 
no doubt, from the number of ships (at present amounting to 
nearly twenty) which have (led only by accident) already made 
these Islands on their outward bound passage. Among these I 
have particularly to call your Lordship's attention to those 
belonging to foreign powers, of these two American, one French, and 
one Dutch have touched, they all expressed themselrns, in terms 
of the greatest surprise that their respective Governments should 
not have taken possession of au Islaud which nature seemed to 
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have placed so i1,1mediately in the track to the East, and in such 
a peculiar situation, as nearly to diYide in two equal parts so long 
a voyage. That it would be a possession of the greatest import­
ance, to any power at war with Britain appears evident, and 
perhaps no circumstance can more clearly point out this fact than 
that during the last short American war seventeen vessels under 
the American flag, principally privateers, watered and refreshed 
here, which enabled them to keep the seas for any leugth of time, 
and thus put into their po,vtir the means of materially injuring our 
Indian trade. These vessels, thus refreshed, infested the South 
Atlantic, arnl carried their daring depredations on our trade I may 
say into the very bays of our South African l'ossessions. The 
American sloop of \Var llornct remained here three months in 
daily expectation of being joined by a strong s,1uadron, which had 
sailed from different ports of the American 1-ltates and ·were to 
rendezvous at Tristan <la Cunha, for the purpose of intercepting 
our Home,vard bound fleet ; during this time the llurnl't took allll 
destroyed H. M. Sloop J>cn!Jui,i all(l captured some whalers. 

Tho' the anchorage, from the rncky nature of the ground, is not 
safe, this might ea ily Le rendered so, by anchors with chain 
cables being laid down; a small Port due, le,ied upon ships 
ancho1ing, would soon defray this ex pence. Y essels moored to 
these cables might slip ·with great facility at the approach of 
stormy weather, and as gales (tho' they frequently occur) still 
scarcely eYer continue beyond ~4 hours, they might again return 
the following day, without much inconveni,mce, or would, should 
they have obtained the refreshments they stood in need of, 
proceed on their voyage, without incurring the loss of anchors and 
cal>les. 

The botanical productions of this Island se 'Ill few and of little 
value. The Orcltilla, tho' of a most superior ql ality, exceeding in 
brightness of colour the best obtained from the Canary Isles, is 
not found in suflicient cpmntities to render the colleeti ng of it 
profitable. The tree of the Jslall([ (Philica) is uufiL for auy other 
purposes than fud, being tho' hanl, heavy aU<l close grnineu, 
excessiYely brittle, and subject to almo, t immediate <lecay. 

To the mineralogi t the I larnl pre ent. a wide and mo t 
intere. ting field, as perhaps fow part' of the world prmlucu a 
greater variety of fos~ils awl rnineials, and none seem so wl'II 
worth tlll' pecllliar attP11(ion of tht' ge(l]ogist; the relative po~itio11 
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of primitive and other strata with an extraordinary mixture of 
volcanic productions offering ample subject for his theories. 

The journal of the daily occurrences accompanies this dispatch. 
From the almost insurmountable obstacles which present them­

selves, the survey of the Island has not yet been accomplished; 
the attempt to round the Island bas been twice made, but owing 
to sudJen storms, the boats were both times forced, with con­
siJerablc danger, to be run on shore. I have &c. 

( 'igned) A. J. CLORTE, Capt. Comdg. 

[Original.] 

Lcttrr fro1n LORD CIIARLRS So:mmSET to EAnL BATHURST. 

CAI'E •rowN, CAPE OIi' Gooo IIorE, 
24th April 1817. 

MY L01m,-On the 23rd of January last I had tho honour to 
acquaint your Lordship of my intention to avail myself of the 
leisure the arrival of Major General Hall afforded me to visit the 
.Eastern frontier of the Rettlement, with the view of establishing 
some system for repressing the frequent inroads of our savarre 
neighbours, and by personal inspection of the Border to decide how 
far it might lie practicable to reduce the Military Force employed 
in that Quarter and thereby reduce the general expenrliture of the 
8ettleme11L. 

I now beg to notify to you my return on the 21st instant, and 
to call your Lordship's attention for a few moments to the state 
of our Ea tern Border. Previous thereto, permit me generally to 
express to your Lordship the satisfaction I derived in my Tour 
through the Settlement in observing the growing industry through­
out, and in most parts its concomiLant result, increasing prosperity. 
In some parts, however, of the Eastern Coast the failure of rain 
for t,wo seasons had caused great distress, the farmers in great part 
of the Vistrict of Swellendam and the \Vesiern part of that of 
George not having this year reaped Lhe seed sown. I dwell with 
particular pleasure on this remark as to industry of the Settlers, 
bl'cause from previous reading and from hearing the contrary 
opinions of man who ha<! traYellell through this Country without, 
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making allowances for the peculiarity and the nature of the 
climate on the avocations of a peasantry whose wants do not call 
them to constant agricultural labours, I was not prepared to meet, 
as I have done throughout, an energetic, hardy, and active race of 
men, courteous to each other, and hospitable to stmugers, far 
beyond what our habits induce us to expect. 

The New Towns which have been founded of late years are fast 
rising into notice. At Oaledon the salubrious Baths will ensure a 
resort not only of the Invalids of this Settlement but of those from 
India, the waters being found to be of the greatest efficacy in the 
complaints incident to persons who have long inhabited warm 
climates. George Town founded also by Lord Calellon is mpi<lly 
increasing, and being in the centre of a beautiful, fertile, and 
extensiYe arromlissement, it will in very few years lie the most 
populous of our internal Settlements, it has J,een greatly benefited 
by a road maJe by my directions across the mountains into the 
Lange Kloof, the most opulent part of the Interior, consisting in a 
fertile vale near 100 miles in length, well watere1l and extremely 
productive; this road afforJs also a direct communication from the 
whole of the interior on the Eastern si<le with Mossel Bay, the best 
of the inlets of the Eastern Coast. Graaff Heiuet more inland far, 
is already very populous and three new streets are there in con­
siderable progress. The Town of Uitenhage has not increa ell in 
the same proportion, and although its situation is excellent, yet 
hitherto there have been impediments to its success, which I 
sincerely trust more quiet will in a short time remove. 

It is in your LorJship's recollection that the ag::-,iravating concluct 
of the Caffre people <luring tho periods of the a<lministration of my 
two predecessors arnl the completion of the aggravation in their 
intereepting and mmJering the l\fogiRtmte of Uraaff HeincL 
M.r. Stockenstrom with 13 or 14 persons who were ,, ith him, h:.ul 
necessitate1l (what the preel'1ling British awl Hatavian Oowm­
ments had forpscen woulcl ultimately lie the n• ult) the <•ntirn 
expubion of the Uaffor rntrndrn, urnler thP ( 'hicl~~ Congo an<l 
'T ½am hie from the limits uf lhe < 'olmty. This 1nea 111'\', ,, hi1 h 

• was elleC'ted with rnneh grt•ater fal'ility than ('uuld liaYc li<'<'U 
expected from a Yiew of tl1e fastnesses they 0('< 0 11pied an(l from a 
knowlm.lge of then· J>l'l'Sl'\ eran(·e in concealing them •elve in 
al1110 t impenetrable thickets, ga,1: rnom tu SllI>JH> e th,(. "h1•11 
once they were again settlocl in thl'ir ow11 country, a stop ,1<nild 
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be put to that system of mar,mding which they had antecedently 
so systematically pursued. The liberality with which this Govern­
ment treated these Ravages in restoring to them the whole of their 
herds which had been captured, and the repeated assurances 
received from them of their determination thenceforward to live 
upon peaceable terms with the Colonists, induced a hope that our 
Settlers might once more in safety reoccupy their deserted fields 
and rebuild those habitations which the intruders had with un­
relenting and imliscriminate severity burnt to the ground. The 
temptation must have been strong and the confidence great which 
could have induced men to the riKks which a resiclence near the 
Barbarians necessitates. The temptation is that of inhabiting by 
far the most beautiful and fertile part of this Settlement. I know 
not how to give an illea of it, unless by saying that it resembles a 
succession of Parks from the Bosjesman's to the Great Fish River, 
in which upon the most verdant carpet Nature has planted in 
endless variety. The soil, well adapted to cultivation, is peculiarly 
fitted for Cattle, and the pasturage is entirely free from those 
noxious herbs and plnnts which render many other parts of the 
Colony unprofitable to the breeders. Hence it is that so long as 
our Settlers possessed these pasturages, cattle was in almndance 
and consequently cheap, an<l that we have severely felt through­
out the Colony, both in price an<l quality, the necessity they have 
been under of abandoning them. The support the settlers who 
reverted to the Zuurveld received from the Military stationed 
amongst them gave them a confidence which v.as increased by the 
security in which the Caffers permitted them to remain for some 
time subsequent to their expulsion, but this tranquillity did not 
last. Small parties of stragglers again made their way into the 
Colony, hid themselves in the thickest woods, and approaching 
the residences of the Settlers towards evenings, watched a favour­
able opportunity of darkness to force the cattle pens arnl driYe off 
the herds while the herdsman or the farmer himself, who tended 
them, was thought fortunate if he escaped with life. The~e 
depredations in a short time had amounted to upwards of 360(; 
hea<l of cattle stolen, when I found it ncces~ary to repair to the 
Rpot to see what measures could be taken under circumstances so 
alarming, not only on account of the Colonists themselves, but on 
account of the supplies which go from hence to the Isles of 
f-;t. Helena, Tristan, arnl Mauritius. In the single District of 
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Albany I found that of 145 families which ha,l been establi11hecl 
there, 00 had been forced in the In.Rt 18 months to ahandon their 
dwellings, and that it was prolmble (terror was so general) the 
remairnler would Rhortly fly, leaving that fine District once more a 
desert. 

I trust the view I have taken of these circumstances and the 
measures I have adopted in consequence will meet your Lord­
ship's approbation. 

It struck me to be necessary to make the Caffors themRe1ves 
interested in putting a stop to the plunder of the Colonists. There 
were two ways of endeavouring to cifoct this, the one (which was 
the popular one) was by ente1ing the Ca/for territory and making 
an indiscriminate example of the first Caffers who shoul<l be met 
with, and thus strike such a terror into them as should prevent 
their future molestations by a consideration of their consequences; 
the other, to hold out lasting advantages to them from a more 
friendly intercourse with the Colonists, shewing their Chiefs at 
the same time the easy acceRS we had to their abodes all(l the 
facility with which we might, if necessary, exert tha~ power which 
they should see we poRsessed. The latter was the plan I embraced, 
and I took early steps upon my arrival on the frontier for assem­
bling a sufficient Military force, aided by a considerable proportion 
of armed Inhabitants, to meet and hy our formiclable appearance in 
some measure to overawe the Uaffer Uhiefs in their own Country. 

The authority of Gaika long consiclered to he principal Caffer 
Chief had bee,1 for some time on tl1e <lecline, the di,;putes ancl wars 
which occuned after his attaining his Majority with his Guardian 
and Uncle 'T Sambie, who had usurped his command, though now 
at an end, had in their consequences so weakened that Chieftain 
as to enable several to a,;sert their irnlependence. I availed rnyRelf 
of this circumstance, and by adopting a line calculate<l to give him 
weight with the whole Caffer people I trust I have made it his 
interest to adopt my views, and it will appear to your Lortlship 
from the :Minutes of the Conference which took place wiLh tho 
Caffer Chiefs arnl which I havo hereunto annexed, that Gaik1i 
expreRsCll the greatest satisfaction at the arrangements" hich l Imel 
suggested. It had been understood that the Callers were in great 
waut of Iron and Copper and that they wishe<l to obtain tlll'se 
from the Colony; ever since their e.·pulsion all iutercomse has 
heeH strictly prohibited. l have now, howc,·cr, pennittetl Barter 
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with them at Grahams Town under certain restrictions, and gi,·en 
to (:aika ouly tlte pri,ile~e of granting passports for eutering our 
territory. In return for these adrnntages I have secured the 
assent of the assembled Chiefs to a system of retriLution in case 
of future tlepre<lntion, which your Lordship will see developed in 
the :\linute above alluded to. 

Tlw Trade or Harter hereby to be commenced may not in tho 
first instance ho of any particular importance, but when it is 
consi<leruu that the Caffre people are very numerous and that 
they aru only tho l1arrier Letwecn us arn.l far more populous 
nations, it is fair to hope that with time the intercour,_e may 
become profitaLlo and interesting, aml that by means of it 
civilization and its co1J. oriuouces mny Le introduced into countries 
hitherto liarLaruus and unexplo ·ed. It is fair also to predict 
that many <liscoYeries useful to scieneo may be the result. I 
felt how·ever that it was not to the assertions and promises of a 
Barbarous People that I was to commit the intert!'ts of those 
·who had been so recently taken under the po,, erful proteetion 
of the 13ritish <lovermnent, but that while I endeaYoured by fair 
means to nsert the evils which had accumulated upon them, 
they were nt tho same time entitled to all the military support 
which the rednce<l stnto of my l'ommaml ,rnuld enable me to 
affor<l them arnl their infant necessities required. I was 
strengthened in t.his rea ouing by perceiving that the obvious 
mode of preventing successful depredations, by adopting a line 
which should almu.-t to a certainty preYeut the egress of marauders 
with their plunder from our territory had not hitherto been acte<l 
upon and that the defence of. he frontier had rested upon a trel.Jle 
chain of unconnected, insulated posts, without the aid of cavalrv 
(the arm bet calculated for the nature of the country), lea\·ing 
to the enemy the great advantage of a night's march, or rather 
run, in advance, iu their retreat to the Border. The Country is 
peculiarly c: lculated for speedy conveyance of intellicrencc by 
signals, I have consequently given directions for notice of <lepreda-· 
tions to 1e immediately commuuicated hy such to the chain of 
posts on tho Fi h Hivcr, which I have iltrengthcnc<l and incroa ed, 
while l h, ve reduced in number arnl in strength tho e in the 
rear, con idPring the armed peasantry sufficient for their own 
internal protection. I rely also stron~ly for recapturing any 
cattle which notwithstanding tho precautions directed in my 
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letter to Lieut. Colonel Cuyler (a copy of which with its enclosures 
are herewith transmitted) may nevertheless evade the vigilance 
of the patrols, upon the promptitude with which the marauders 
may be pursued into Cafferland over the finest champaign country 
in the world, by the strong detachments of cavalry which your 
Lordship will see from the details enclosed in my instructions 
to Lieut. Colonel Cuyler, I have placed at those points which 
seemed most proper for their exertions. This arrangl:lment has 
necessitated my adding 100 horses to the number of mounted 
Dragoons. I had previously from motives of economy reduced 
the number of horses of the 21st Regiment to 550, but a personal 
inspection of the Frontier has shewn me how essential cavalry 
is to its defence. The hanks of three great rivers which intersect 
the Uitenhage District are indee!l most close and woody, but 
there are between them vast and beautiful plains which must 
be crossed before fresh shelter is attained and the hanks of the 
Great Fish River (except in partial spots) are peculiarly adapted 
for cavalry movements. 

With all these precautions I should now deem the Frontier 
secure from Caffer incursion, and I should rest satisfied on that 
head did I not anticipate the inconvenienr,e which may arise 
from the absence of so large a proportion of the Troops under my 
command from the more immediate services for which it is 
probalile the reduced strength of this Garrison has been calculated. 
It has also forcibly struck me that where the population is 
sufficiently numerous to afford itself protection from its own body, 
its peculiar interests should be entrusted to itself, without calling 
in the aid of regular troops. It has been therefore a principal 
object with me to hold out such temptations to the settling of the 
Border as afford the strongest reason to look forward to a rapid 
settlement of this Frontier, as your Lordship will observe by a 
perusal of my public notification on this head, so that by keeping 
up the chain of Military i>osts for a limited period, they shall give 
time to Settlers to establish and organizo themselves in safety, 
after which the Military may be gradually withdrawn. That my 
prospects on this head are likely to be realized I infer from the 
rapidity with which the Country to the Westward of the Sunday 
River was settled after the expulsion of the Cafl'ers from the 
Colony, so that, although tho uew settlers have been overrun and 
ruinerl ns I have before <lescril1ed, yet those alluded to have been 

 

 



Records of the Cape Colony. 309 

sufficiently strong not to fear molestation, and are rebuilding 
rapidly and substantially those habitations whieh had been 
previously burnt and destroyed from the last mentioned River 
quite into the Lange Kloof. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SOMERSET. 

(Enclosure A in the above.] 

Memorandum. 

The object of His Excellency the Governor's visit to the Caffre 
chief Gaika is entirely of an amicable nature, it is for the purpose 
of renewing and cementing that friendship which exists and ought 
to continue between neighbours, it is to consult Gaika upon the 
best means of preventing those robberies which continue in such 
numbers as to make the Colonists very uneasy and to be likely 
to disturb the harmony which ought to be encouraged by every 
means ; it is to ascertain by what means the Colonists can be 
useful to the Caffre people, and to establish certain places and 
times where and when an amicable intercourse for their supply 
may be carried on; it is to call upon the petty Chiefs to send in 
the plunder which they have collected, and to hold out to them 
certain rewards, provided they faithfully protect the property of 
the Colonists ; but to communicate to them His Excellency's firm 
determination to put a stop to these excesses in future ; that in 
consequence of such determination His Excellency thinks it right 
and just that the inferior Chiefs should be aware that these 
robberies will in future not be suffered to pass with impunity, but 
that, should the Robbers e'Mde the increased diligence of the 
Protectors of our Frontier, they will be pursued into Caffreland 
and their plunder wrested from them by that strong force which 
the Caffre chiefs know to be sufficient for any object it may have 
in view. Finally it is His Excellency's wish to assure Gaika that 
he will at no time admit of the slightest encroachment of the 
Colonists on his territory, and that he will punish in the most 
exemplary manner all persons who shall trespass upon or molest 
the Oaffre people or property. 

By His Excellency's command. 

(Signed) C. BIRD, Deputy Col. Secretary. 

:-\ulIERSET, BmJINTJES liuOGTE, March 2f!th 1817, 
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[Enclosure D in the abo\e.j 

Minutes relative to a communication with and of a conference 
between His Excellency Lonl Charles Somerset atHl the 
Caffer Chief Gaika at the Kat Hiver on the 2nd April 1817. 

His Excellency the Governor having on the 20th March 
a. sembled a sufficient :Force at Van Aardt's on the .Great Bish 
ltiver for the purpo. e of proceeding to the Kat ltiver to meet the 
Caffer Chief Claika accor<ling to a communication of hi intention 
so to do, which ho had made known to that Chief upon hi first 
entering the Uitenhago District, marched on the 30th to the 
Kagha River, whore the Troops bivouacke<l for the night. The 
next day His Excellency proceeded to tho plains of the Karauma, 
where he halted for the second night, and the third day he reached 
the Kat River. 

Apprehensive that Gaika should be reluctant to meet him in 
consequence of his being so numerously atteuclecl, Hi' Excellency 
sent forward ~Iajor Fraser of the Cape Regiment to give to Gail-a 
such explanations ns should tend to quiet any alarm which might 
have been thereby caused, and he gave the itajor a written 
l\fomorandum to serve as instructions, a copy of which is hereunto 
annexed. Major l<'raser returned on the 1st of April, joining 
His Excellency previous to his aITival at the Kat HiYer. Gaika 
had appeared very undecided as to the part he . hould take, and 
upon the whole had expressed an unwillingne s Lo meet the 
Governor, in which ho seL•mod oneoumged by his uncle 'T ZamLie 
arnl some other Chiefs who were with l,im. lth;ul been prmiously 
said (which reached Ilis K cellency's oars thru' i1r. \Villiams tho 
Missionary) that His Excellen<'y wa cmnin,, to revenge the death 
of l\Ir. Stockenstrorn, the Landdro t of U raall' J k·inet, and Kaas. a, 
one of the principal perpetrator,i of that murder, all([ who is saitl 
to have thrown the first spear at him, was with Uaika at the time 
Major :Fraser arrivrnl there. The e ·plarn tion of ::\fajor Fr,1 er 
and the assurances he gave of !Ii, Excellency's pacific intentions, 
<led<lecl the chief to agree 1.othc intcnicw, hringiug\\ith him a· 
many other chiefs as he coulcl collect, arnl in the evening of JI is 
Excellency's anival Gaika sent a depntatiou of ,4- per uns to the 
Governor to say he was ready to come tu him whenever it should 
Le convenient to receirn him; as the day had turned out o. tremely 
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wet, it was decided to postpone the interview to the following 
morning. Ou the ~nd the same deputation returned early to 
notify to His Excellency that Gaika had been advised not to give 
him the meeting, an<l that he should therefore return to his house 
with his people that day; they expressed Gaika's uneasiness at 
the strong force His Excellency had with him, but recommended 
that fresh assurances :;;hould be sent to him. of His Excellency's 
friendly views and of his personal safety. 1\fajor Fraser was 
therefore again sent, and at length persuaded the Chief to come to 
the British Quarters. 

AI.Jout 11 o'dock in the forenoon of the 2nd of April Gaika with 
a numerous escort and seYeral other chiefs came to the opposite 
bank of the Kat ltiver to that on which the British Force was 
stationed. The Troops ,rere drawn out in line to receive him, 
leaYing a space in the centre for a Marquee in which the proposed 
conference was intended to take place ; the walls of the Marquee 
were thrown down in order that the conference should be as public 
as possible, and that all the Gaffer attendants upon the Chief 
should hear what passed and know and disseminate the result. A 
second hesitation took place however when the Caffer chief arrived 
on the left I.Janl· of the Kat Hiver, many of his people were 
alarmed at the Troops in line, and actually left their Chiefs to iiy 
to the hills. A guard of about 300, however, well armed with 
assagais, formed a square about him, and it was necessary to renew 
the assurances of his safety before he would be persuaded to cross 
the rirnr. The Landdrosts therefore of the frontier districts (both 
known to the chief) and :Major Fraser went to him and decided 
Lim, they crossed the river ogcthcr, and walked arm in arm with 
the Uhiefs Gaika and 'T Zamliio to the Governor's Marquee, several 
other chiefs followed. The Caifer guard had opened into line, and 
now brought up the rear. 

Mats had lJeen spread for the reception of the chiefs; Gaika was 
place1l 011 the right of His Excellency's chair, next to him was 
seate1l '1' Zam hie, then Butma, Enno, Maco nmo, J alousa, and 
others. Thu Ca!ler guard seate1l them::;elves in a semicircle 
immediately bel1i111l their chiefs. Whatever fears Chika may have 
entertained pre\ ious to entering the British Li11es, he now shewed 
none; hi.- countenanee was eXJH"essfre, Lis deportment firm, and his 
answers ,vell weighed and wary. The questions were put by His 
Excellency in English, they were translated into Dutch to tl1e 
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interpreter Buttanje (a Gonaqua Ilottentot) by Lieut. Colonel 
Cuyler or Mr. Stockenstrom, and by him conveyed to Gaika in the 
Caffer language; two of the Colonists, Christian Vogel and 
Christian Niemand, who understood the Caffor language, cheeked 
the Interpreter on His Excellency's part, and Henrie ootka (also 
a Gonaqua Hottentot) checked the interpretations on the part of 
Gaika. 

His Excellency the Governor began the conversation by 
acquainting Oaika that he was come to renew the frienclship 
which formerly exi ted between the Colony of the Cape of Goud 
Hope and the Kaffre nations, and to offer to the Caffer people 
any sen·ice it might be in the power of the Colonists to render 
them. 

Gaika replied that he was extremely thankful for the offers of 
friendship and service, and that he had long been anxious to see 
His Excellency. 

His Excellency then said that the best way to cement that 
friend ·hip would be by putting a stop to the numerous depreda­
tions which were so very injurious to the Colonists, that they had 
called him from so great a <li tance to the place where he then wa •. 

Gaika assured the Governor that it was not his wi!,h to ee 
depredations committed, when they were so, it was without his 
knowledge; that he was always glad to shew his good "ill towards 
the Colony, and had evinced it, in the last year particularly, when 
he refused bis assistance to the ltebels on the :Frontier who had 
solicited it. 

His J<>cellency thnnkecl him for this mark of fri •rHlship and 
goocl will, of which he hac.l heard ,,ith great pleasure, and liegged 
him to say whether he and hi · chiefs would aicl hi E ·c •llency in 
his emleavours to put a stop to the incur~iuns of whid1 he had o 
much to complain. 

Gaika assure<! His E.-eellency that suel1 i1H'ursiun \\er• without 
his concurrence, that he knew nothing of' them, ancl ah,ays 
encleavoured to discourage them. IIo was en iLle they w •re 
wrong, and knowing that all harm is contrary to God's will, he did 
all in his power to preveHt it. 

The Governor then a ke,l \\ heth<'r the C'affer pt•upl, ,nmM like 
to ha\ e lilierty to come t wic•p a yt>:ir tu (: rah am Tel\\ 11 to di po e 
of\\ hat they ha, e to part \\ ith, I in , i Hn·y, , c., au<l in r turn for 
vhich tlw ' might r>cei v • what thl• • wer • mu t in ne •c.l of. 
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Gaika enquired in his turn, with much anxiety, whether such an 
intercourse would be permitted? 

To which His Excellency replied that it was his wish to permit 
it, provided the depredations were put a stop to, and the conduct 
of those who came in should not prove disorderly. 

Oaika here renewed his question whether he might be allowed 
to come to Grahams Town ? 

Hi· Excellency replied that it was his intention to permit him 
or those coming with his pass twice in each year, but no other 
persons nor at any other times. 

Gaika said, How will it be with the other Chiefs ? He has the 
name of first Chief, but not power over many. Many who were 
there present considered themsehes to be independent of him, nor 
does he believe any of them excepting his uncle 'T Zambie will 
entirely aeknowledge his authority. 

He was answered that the Governors of the C0lony of the Cape 
had al ways considered him as the first chief, and had never treated 
with any others. It was therefore the intention to continue to 
act with him as such, and if any other chiefs ,vished to trade with 
the Colony, they would now know that they could only do so by ob­
taining a pass from him to come into the Colony at the stated period. 

Gaika said the conversation was very important, that he 
regretted there were not more present to hear it, but that the 
Governor's acknowledging him thus publicly as the first chief was 
enough. He was now ready to enter into any arrangements with 
him. Ile urn.ler:stood that His Excellency agreed to permit him 
to send to Grahams Town whenever he rec1uired it? 

The Governor having as~1ted to receive persons provided with 
his (Gaika's) pass at any time, added that it would however 
depend upon the depredations ceasing and upon the parties 
coming to Grahams Town behaving during the two days they 
woulll be permitted to continue there in an orderly manner, and 
upon their not swerving from the dil'eet road on their way there 
and back. 

Gaika replied that he would take all po sible ca.re his people 
should not leave the tlirect road on their way to Grahams Town, 
lmt still it was impossible to be certain they would uot sometimes 
lnrnsgre s. Men would not always do as they were desired. 
\Vhat the Caller people were most in want of was iron, copper, 
allll copper and hrass wire. 
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The Governor now returned to the prevention of depredations, 
and aske<l whether he might <lepend upon Gaika's assistance herein. 

To which he auswere<l that he looke<l with a sharp eye on those 
who di<l ill, an<l might himself be consi<lered as approving such ill 
if he <lid not punish those whom he discovered to be guilty of it; 
that he consequently will punish with death all such as teal from 
the Colonists, telling them they make him appear as deccivi1w the 
Governor. They must however be of his people, as he ha· 110 
control over others. He then enquired what was to lie done if the 
thieves should belong to other Uhfofs ? 

His Excellency aske<l whether the kraal to which cattle shall 
be traced should not he made an1;werable for it ? 

Gaika said that if he were made ac,1uaiute<l with cattle having 
been traced to a kraal, he would procure re<lre .. , but tho' this was 
important, he feared other chiefa woulJ not listen to it. 

His Excellency then told him that he intended in future to 
send to the kraal to which cattle shoul<l be trace<l, and to call 
upon such kraal to restore it, and if the people of that kraal should 
have permitted the stolen cattle \o pass thro' arnl nut have slopped 
it, that be then should m1uire of the kraal an er1ual number of 
Caffer cattle in lieu of what shall have been stolen. In this 
measure His Excellency observed he hoped an<l. expected to be 
aided by Gaika. 

Gaika here said something in a low tone to 'T Zarnbie ancl then 
spoke to the other chiefs, after which he replied that the measure 
proposed would be right and just. Ile should then see who the 
thieves were, and who gave them support and protection. I>revious 
to this meeting he alone had been a<l<lrcssed from the Cape 
Governor , now almost all the chiefs heanl ,rhat had been said. 
He hoped they would attentl to it. Ile ern1uired \\hat l'oa(i he 
should take in going to Grahams Town, anJ it was settled thaL 
de Bruin's drift should be the 011ly pa ·sallowed, where the parties 
coming into the Colony should e ·hiliit thu token liy which it 
should be known they came from ltim to the ollieer com11umding 
at that post, who ,vould be instrnctcll to Sell([ an escort with them 
to Grahams Town to prevent their Leing mole tell. 

His Excellency now observe,! tu ( :aika that as there was a great 
quantity of cattle and hor:;es belonging to the Culoni l now in 
Uaffrelaml, it was Lut right it should be restored as soon as 
possible. 
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Gaika replied that he would see his people, and send to Van 
Anrd's as much as he could collect within a month from this 
time, arnl perceiving tlut minutes were made of the conversation 
which had taken place, he observed that he had it not in his 
power to be so accurate as those who possessed the art of noting 
everything down with precision. He likewise expressed the hope 
that the Uovernor would call upon the other Uaffer chiefs to 
restore to the Colonists the cattle in their possession which was 
8toleu from them. 

Here his Excellency pro1luccd a Caffor who had Leen recently 
cnpturell in the Uolouy as high up as the Sundays Hiver, to which 
place he Jud penetrated for the purpose of cattle stealing and had 
been taken in the act of attempting to open the cattle pens in 
ol'ller to drive out the herd, and stipulating his pardon restored 
him to Gaika. 

The chief questioned the culprit with great eagerness and 
severity, and then turning to the Governor, said that the prisoner 
and the whole Uaffer people might thank His Excellency for 
ha\ing saved his life, as he should unquestionably have put him 
to death but for his powerful interference. 

His Excellency perceiving among the bystanders the :Missionary 
"Williams, recommended him in an impressive manner to Gaika's 
friemlship. 

Upon which Gaika said he was glad to embrace the opportunity 
of enquiring who it was that had sent Mr. Williams among them? 

To which His Excellency replied that many good persons in his 
country (which was far distant) were desirous that the Gaffer 
people should receive tlu"Lenefit of instruction in the Christian 
religion whieh ,rns the groull(l work of all true hnppiness, and 
that they had ihercforn sent Mr. ·Williams to explain the Gospel 
to them. 

Gaika aske<l how they hould understand the word? 
To which lli::; Excellency answered that Mr. ·williams was 

particularly <levoled to e.·plaining it to them, and that they would 
<lo well to Ii len attentively to him. 

Uaika now rep ate{l thnt he agreed to all that had been pro­
posed, that he thanked JI 1 • E.·eellency for his vi ·it to him, and 
that thos~ who Rent l\1r. \Villiams were also entitle<l to his thanks. 
lie as. ured the llovernor that if he had expres:cd any hesitation 
in meeting him at first, it arose from his having much pain in his 
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eye, which His Excellency might see was much inflamed and 
unwell. 

The usual number 0f presents having now been produced and 
delivered to the chiefs, as also a handsome horse to Gaika himself, 
the whole of the Gaffers retired beyond the Kat River, and His 
Excellency together with the force he had brought with him 
immediately marched back to the plains of the Karauma on their 
return to the Great Fish River. 

Certified to be a correct account of the Conference of the 
2nd April from the original Minutes. 

(Signed) C. BIRD. 

[Enclosure C in the above.] 

SOMBRtiET, 29th March 1817. 

Srn,-I am directed by His Excellency the Governor to acquaint 
you that having now visited the line of the Frontier, and taken 
into consideration the state of this district in respect to Kaffer 
de]!redations and incursions, His Excellency has come to a Resolu­
tion to have the Posts placed according to the accompanying 
distribution, as affording in his Lordship's opinion the strongest 
line of posts which the small force at present at his disposal will 
enable him to appropriate. In communicating this distribution 
to you, His Excellency desires me to observe that it must be 
evident that other energies are ret1uired beyond the mere military 
assistance which may be afforded to the sufferers from their daring 
neighbours, and that the most active duties are essential and must 
be rec1uired from every officer on the station. The great advan­
tage which the Kaffers have in carrying off their plunder appears 
to arise from the circumstance of their committing their depreda­
tions towards evening and making off in the night time, by which 
they have many hours the advantage of those who follow them, 
who cannot observe the traces of their stolen property during the 
hours of darkness ; to obviate this it appears essential to establish 
a code of night and day signals which shall from every part of the 
district on the frontier side of the Sunday Hiver communicate 
with the line of posts on the fish Hiver, and thereby awaken the 
attention of the officers and men at tho several stations, who will 
be on the alert so long as it shall appear from those signals that 
the enemy is in their rear. The establishment of this system will 
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be entrusted to the Deputy Quarter Master General, who will 
without loss of time be directe(l to repair to this District to super­
intend the erection of the necessary signal stations, but until he 
can have time to regulate this with that judgment only to be 
formed by a minute acquaintance with the general locality of the 
country, it is His Lonlship's desire that you sh0uld make such 
experiments as may be in your power for conveying night signals 
by mr,ans of fires on the most remarkable eminences, with the 
view of giving the speediest notice of depredations to the whole 
line of posts. 

But His Lordship is convinced that altho' a perseverance in this 
system may tend to check the evil so much to be deplored, yet it 
will be more effectually done by increasing vigilance on the part 
of the troops stationed in the front line. It has been with this 
view that His Excellency has strengthened this chain of posts as 
much as in his power, so as to enable each post to send out patrols 
daily, morning and evening, which it is his positive direction may 
be rigidly attended to. To each post he has attached as you will 
observe a proportion of the Cape Regiment, who expert in tracing 
the Kaffers and cattle, will with due attention give early notice of 
intruders; when such traces are discovered they must be follovrnd 
with peculiar diligence, and his Lordship has also attached a few 
Dragoons to each post that speetly notice may be communicated 
of any important circumstances to the next adjoining station, as it 
may be obYiously necessary. Thus far His Excellency trusts to 
that vigilance which may be expected from every 0fficer who bas 
the interest of the service at heart, but it is expedient to adopt 
still further measures to render abortive the attempts of our wily 
a<lversaries, for which purpose His Excellency desires that every 
subaltern officer may be instructed frequently to patrol with the 
men of his command, and upon such patrols to note down with 
great minuteness his observations, both as to the nature of the 
country he goes over, the springs he may discover, and the 
quantity of water they afford, the utility and feasibility of 
occupying any other intermediate stations, what new tracks he 
perceives either along the line he proceeds on himself, or on the 
opposite bank of the river, and what movements he may observe 
among the Kaffors on their sirlc. 

You will impress upon the officers the credit which they will 
obtain by the acC"nrncy with which they shall furnish ample details 
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with respect to the country in which they are stationetl, but in 
order to ensure the strictest attention to these directions you will 
lie pleased to divide the chain of posts into two tli visions, that of 
the right and that of the left, and estaulish among the Captains 
stationed in the respective divisions a roster of weekly duLy, in 
which it shall be incumbent upon them to visit eYcry station in 
their line, taking from the suhaltcrns or others the reports of the 
precetling week, and making their observations not only on the 
line of country they shall go over but also with re pect to the 
con<luct and diligence of the ofncers placed at the several po ts. 

"\Vith respect to the Field Officers stationed at Grahams Town 
Ilis Excellency desires me to say that he shall expect from them 
an active superintendence of the operations of the whole chain of 
posts, and to receive their remarks upon every circumstance which 
shall occur thereon, and particularly with respect to the progress 
in building or clearing away such proportion of tho Brush wood as 
shall tend to the inconvenience of the posts, or impe<le the prompt 
communication from post to post which is so nece sary for facili­
tating the recapture of stolen cattle. 

Hitherto Ilis Excellency has confined his observations to the 
details which more particularly affect the military branch of the 
service, but there are other duties, other energies equally (nay 
more essential) than these. 

It must be obYious to you, who have so much experience of this 
frontier, that it is not the military force alone which can prevent 
these intrusions of which we have so much cause to complain. 
Much must depend upon tho exertions of the inhabitants them­
selves; they must be prevail d upon to afford each other mutual 
support by forming small societies (similar to that of the Scheepers 
on the Dowkna) ancl tempted by every encouragement lo e tablish 
themselve3 as near the frontier as possil.ile. 

His Lordship has no hesitation in thinking that this feeling 
may be implanted in them by the confidence which the Magistrates 
and Commanding Oflicer shall assume, au<l he will on his pm-t 
take early measures for l1olding out the most favourable terms on 
which such settlers as may be <lcsirous oi ol.itaini11g larnls on the 
]frontier shall be allowed to hold them. 

His Excellency trusts you will renew your instructions to the 
respective }'iel<l Cornets to prevent any intrusion on the Kaller 
country from our sitle and endeavour to impress upon the setl1Pr8 
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the importance of their not trespassing (as His Excellency is con­
~erncrl to hear thP,y in many cases recently have) upon their 
territory, or afforJ.ing that people any just cause of offence or 
corn plaint. 

If notwithstanding these precautions anJ. orders, the depreda­
tions shall still continue, it will be incumbent upon you to take 
other steps for the protection of the settlers. I am therefore to 
observe to you that it docs not appear to His Excellency that his 
directions with respect to the pursuit of stolen cattle have been 
properly urnlerstooll or acted upon, for he collects from the reports 
of patrols that upon tracing cattle to the Danks of the River the 
pursuit has cease<l, arnl no steps have been taken for ascertaining 
to what kraals the stolen property has been driven, which seems 
essential to know previous to demarnling restitution; for if a kraal 
shall be discovered to have the stolen cattle, or to haYe given 
facility to the thieves to pass thro' their district with the stolen 
property, it seems just to re(]_uire from such kraal the property or 
cattle in like number to that which has been purloined, and His 
Ex:ccllency authorises you to act up to this intention, taking how­
ever the strongest precautions to avoid acci<lents on such occasions 
as it shall be ncces~ary to enter the Kaffer country for these 
purposes. In Ilis Excellency's intended interview with the KaITer 
Chief Gaika, it is his intention to make this a point of discussion, 
awl to shew him that such a course will be most likely to put a 
stop to the depredations, and thus to accomplish what that Chief 
expresses to wish. 

His Excellency hardly thinks it necessary to add that upon all 
occasions it is his wish and his duty to shew the most attentive 
humanity to the ignorant and deluded savages, and to embrace 
every opportunity of evincing these sentiments to them. It is 
always therefore with pain that he hears of the casualties which 
befol them in the course of the service in which we are engaged, 
and altho' he is well pleased to fincl that these accidents have 
diminishecl, yet it is more consonant with his feelings that they 
should be still further repressed. ·with this view he has in 
General Orders offcrc<l a reward of Five Hixdollars a hea<l for such 
prisoners as sh:ill be taken unhurt, allll directed such to be con­
veyed to Uitenhage. It is His E.·cellency's intention that such 
prisoners shall be thorn u dully cmploye<l, taught if possible the 
J)utch language, and uy mean,; of the Minister there, or of the 
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Missionaries at Bethelsdorp, instructed in the first principles of 
our religion, after which it is His Excellency's ·wish to return 
them improved to their own country, and thus manifest to their 
chiefs our humane conduct to them, and sincere desire to lie 
essentially useful to them and to treat them with the most active 
friendship. 

The expense which this will hring on, and that of a reward of 
one Ilixdollar per head which His Excellency has offered for 
recovered cattle, must be a charge against the whole district, and 
levied as those charges usually are by assessment on the Opgaaf. 

The enclosed list will point out the alterations and additions 
which appear to His Excellency to be requisite in the buildings at 
the several posts, which of course must be effected by the Military 
at each station, as has been usual in former cases. ·with respect 
to such posts as are entirely new, such as the upper post at the 
Kaffers drift and the posts at the W aay Plaats and Korstens drift, 
His Excellency desires me to observe that the two former require 
to be immediately occupied, the men making themselves as com­
fortable as they can until the permanent buildings are constructed, 
but as the water at the Jantjes Kraal is so bad and unwholesome 
as to make it dangerous to change the Garrison, lest every new 
man brought in should be laid up, His Excellency is necessitated 
to desire that the Force to be stationed at Korstens drift, to which 
that now at the former place will be removed, may be encamped 
and proceed with their permanent hutting as fast as possible, the 
new station ha·,ing the advantage of being better situated for 
watching the motions of the Kaifers, and that of pure water for 
the use of the troops. I have &c. 

(Signed) C. BmD. 
To LIEUT. COLONEL J. G. CUYLER. 

[Enclosure D in the above.J 

Accommodation reqnircd in the first Line of Posts. 

1. Kaffer Drift, Upper Post. Accommodation at the llfo,tform 
for the Gun of 1 Bombardier and 7 Artillerymen. On the Hill. 
1 Captain, 1 Subaltern, 3 Sergeants, and 40 Rank and File. 

2. At Kaffers Drift Lower Post stabling for 48 horncs. 
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3. W aay Plaats. For 1 Subaltern, 2 Sergeants, 26 Rank 
and File. 

4. Hermanus Kraal. 1 Captain, 1 Subaltern, 2 Sergeants, 
30 Rank and File. 

5. Coetzers Drift. 1 Captain, 1 Subaltern, 3 Sergeants, 52 
Rank and File. 

6. Wentzel Coetzees. Occupation to encrease to contain 
70 men. 

7. Junctions Drift. To be completed so as to contain 1 
Subaltern, 2 Sergeants, 30 Rank and File. 

8. Adriaan de Lange. For 1 Subaltern, 2 Sergeants, 40 Rank 
and File, and 34 horses, 

9. Paul Bester's. The store now building to be completed as 
a Barrack for 1 Captain, 1 Subaltern, 4 Sergeants, 70 Rank 
and File. 

10. Roode Wal. A store of 50 feet by 15 for forage &c. 
11. Kruger's. 2 Subalterns, 3 Sergeants, 32 Rank and File, 

and 15 Horses. 

Accommodation required on the Second Line of Posts. 

1. Hill between Rietberg and Coerney. For 1 Sergeant and 
14 Men. 

2. Rautenbach's Drift. Stabling for 28 Horses. 
3. Meyer's. 1 Subaltern, 2 Sergeants, 24 Rank and File. 
4. Addo's Drift. The roofs of the building require repair before 

the winter. 
By His Excellency's Command. 

(Signed) C. BIRD. 

XL y 
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[Enclosure E in the above.] 

FRONT LINE . 

+ Cafl'cr Drift, Upper Post. 
Royal Artillery with 3 pounder and Ilowitzer now on 

the frontier. 
Cape Regiment. 

Cafi'er Drift, Lower Post, 2 hours of 6 miles each 
from do. 

21st Light Dragoons. 
Cape Regiment. 

+ Waay Plaats, 1 hour from last Post. 
European Infantry. 
Cape Regiment. 

+ Hermanus Kraal, 6~ hours from do. 
Cape Regiment. 

+ Koetzer's Drift, 1! hour from do. 
European Infantry. 
Cape Regiment. 

+ De Bruins Drift, 1! hour from do. 
European Infantry. 
Cape Regiment. 

+ Wentzel Coetzce's, 1¼ hour from do. 
European Infantry. 
Cape Regiment. 

+ Junctions Drift, 2¼ hours from do. 
European Infantry. 
Cape Regiment. 

+ Van der lcrwc's, l¼ hour from do. 
European Cavalry. 
Cape Regiment. 

A. de Lange's, q hour from la8t po8t, 
21st Light Dragoon~. 
Cape Regiment. 

Carrie,! forwarcl. 
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FRONT LINE. 

Brought forward. 

+ Paul Bester's, 2 hours from do. 
European Infantry. 
Cape Regiment. 

+ Van Aard's, l hour from do. 
European Infautry. 
Cape Re~iment. 

Roode \Val, 1 hour from do. 
21st Light Dragoons. 
Cape Regiment. 

Kruger's : hour from do. 
21st Light Dragoons. 
Cape Regiment. 

Extra. 
21st Light Dr~goons, 3 to be stationed at each of the 

Posts marked+. 

Total numbers in first line, exclusive of the ordinary 
proportion of sergeants. 

SECOND LINE FROM THE LEFT. 

PrinRloo'R. 
European l.{ifan try. 
Cape Regiment. 

Somerset. 
European Infantry. 
Cape Regiment. 

Grahams Town. 
21st Light Dragoons. 
European Infantry. 
Cape Hegimcnt. 

+ Rict Berg. 
European Infantry. 
Cape Regiment. 

Carried forward. 

y 2 
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.; 

~ 
~ 

li "' SECOND LINE FROM TBE LEFT. " .s .. 
.3 ~ l "' c'.l " u:, 

--- -----
3 8 281 Brought forward. 

Hill between Rietberg and Courney. 
10 European Infantry and Sergeant. 
4 Cape Regiment. 

Courney. 
1 16 European lufantry. 

6 Cape Regiment. 

Sandflats. 
10 European Infantry and Sergeant. 
4 Cape Regiment. 

Rautenbach's Drift. 
1 24 21st Light Dragoons. 

Vermaak's. 
10 European Infantry and Sergeant. 
4 Cape Regiment. 

Meyer's. 
1 20 European Infantry. 

4 Cape Regiment. 

Adda's Drift. 
12 European Infantry and Sergeant. 

6 Cape Regiment. 

Jacobus Oosthuisen's. 
10 European Infantry and Sergeant. 

1 1 Cape Regiment at 'l'heopoli~. 
2 21st Light Dragoons at the Station marked+. 
6 21st Light Dragoons for relays between Grahams Town 

and Uitenhage. 
---------

3 12 430 Total Second Line. 
8 HJ 632 Total First Line. 

---------
11 31 1062 

At Grahamstown 2 Field Officers. 
Garrisou Uornpauy at Algoa Bay. 

By His :Excellency's Command. 

(Sign ell) C. Ilnw. 
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L Office Copy.] 

Letter from, LORD BATHURST to LORD CHARLES SmIERSET. 

COLONIAL OFFICE, 29th April 1817. 

MY LORD,-Enclosed I have the honour to transmit to you the 
copy of au Instruction given by the Court of Directors of the East 
India Company to their Agent at the Cape of Good Hope directing 
the course He is to pursue in Cases where applications may be 
made to Him from I>ersons desirous of proceeding from the Cape 
to India: and I have to desire Your Lordship would be pleased to 
lend your assistance to the Agent of the Company in preventing 
Persons not duly authorised from proceeding to India. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

[Copy.] 

Letter from, the Landdrost of Graaff-Rcinet to the 
Colonial Secretary. 

GRAAFF REINET, May 5th 1817. 

Srn,-A point which I consider as requiring the immediate 
interference of Government I neglected to represent to his 
Excellency the Governor, when his lordship visited this Drostdy; 
but a late occurrence h ·ng still more convinced me of the 
necessity of some provision-or rather, I think it my duty to 
delay no longer in making his Excellency acquainted with the 
following circumstance. 

The cruel barbarous custom so prevalent among the Bosjesmel). 
of murdering or exposing such of their children as they cannot 
provide for, or parting with them on any t~rms whatever, has 
induced several farmers to procure some of those children, by 
giving their unnatural parents some trifles for them in exchange, 
for the purpose of keeping them as servants hereafter, or some 
from a more humane principle, only to save their lives. This sort 
of traffick, already many years in use, when I first became aware 
of it, 1 of course thought dangerous to stc1p, as long as it remained 
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perfectly understood that the farmer who got the child only con­
sidered himself master of it, until the parents again should claim 
it, when it was given up without any the least hesitation, or any 
remuneration being demanded, whatever might have been origin­
ally given in exchange; but having strong reason to suspect that 
this (as it is called) ancient custom is beginning to be seriously 
abused, that these children got in the above manner are transferred 
from one hand to another, and that payment is secretly taken i 
that many by these means are gradually taken from the frontier, 
brought into the inner districts, and passed off as orphans; that 
itinerant merchants begin to be supplied with them through some 
channel or other; that parents even begin to be disputed their 
claim to such children; from all which enormities I should think 
may result, that men might be found base enough, for the sake of 
some paltry gain, to give what the Bosjesmen may consider a great 
deal for such children, in order to supply others, anxious to 
procure them-this would be a sufficient inducement for one kraal 
to make an attack upon another, to murder the old ones and 
dispose of the children, independent of other excesses, to which 
men used to and leading the unpolished life of some of our most 
remote colonists may be seduced by such easy profit. 

For all which reasons I consider necessary, with the most 
humble deference to his Excellency the Governor's better judg­
ment, that before the evil shall be further extended, it should be 
ordereil, under the most severe penalties, that no Bosjesman's 
child shall be received by any inhabitant from any of that tribe 
except with the knowledge of the field-cornet of bis district, who 
is to be held responsible upon his oath, that he will be well 
convinced that no promise or gift on the side of the farmer has 
inducr.tl the Bosjesman to procure such child in an unfair manner, 
before he allows the child to be removed ;-said field-cornet 
should moreover be obliged to make himself well acquainted 
whether such child is an orphan, and parted with because those 
it is in charge of will be no longer burdened with it, or whether 
it is given up by the parents from want, or the diffLCuliy of 
carrying it along with them, which circumstances he should take 
down most minutely, together with the apparent age of the child, 
as well as every particular which can enable him to recollect its 
parents or guardians if ever they should return; the person then 
receiving such child should Le hound to produce it whenever it 
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shall be called for, and upon no condition whatever give it up 
to any person without proper authority, except to its parents, if 
they should reclaim it, when it shall be returned in the same 
manner as it has been received, in the presence of the field-cornet, 
who will then take care that it is not refused, except in cases 
hereafter mentioned-for instance, 

In order not to discourage the farmers from taking up a number 
of children who would actually otherwise be sacrificed in the above 
cruel manner, it might perhaps be useful to stipulate, that such 
as shall have been received from the parents in a regular manner 
llefore the field-cornet under the apparent age of five years, and be 
reared by the farmer until it shall have completed its tenth year 
llefore it shall be reclaimed as above mentioned, shall be bound to 
serve the farmer for ten years more, upon the same principle, and 
under the same restrictions as have been established with respect 
to Hottentot children, by the proclamation of the 23rd April 1812. 
That in the same manner a child received allove five but under 
eight years of age, and reared until its twelfth is completed before 
ili is reclaimed, shall be bound to serve until it shall become 
eighteen, and that all such received above eight and reared until 
it becomes fourteen, shall be bound to serve as long after as it has 
been kept before that time, that such as are well known to be 
orphans, and consequently not expected to be reclaimed, shall be 
brought to the landdrost with a certificate from the field-cornet 
describing how the child was obtained, and what proofs there are 
of its parents being no more, when the landdrost after making 
such farther inquiry as he shall deem requisite, and being con­
vinced that the transactio is fair, shall bind such orphan in like 
manner as Hottentot children, according to the abovementioned 
proclamation, always taking care to guess the age of the child as 
near as possible, and binding it only for so many years as to make 
its apprenticeship cease when it shall be calculated to be eighteen. 

By such like regulations, or others more wisely concerted by 
his Excellency himsel( I am in hopes that the state of such 
unfortunate children would lie greatly amended, as they would 
place them by degrees in the same light with respect to the laws 
of the colony as the Hottentots now stand, and give them the 
same support of those laws as the latter people now enjoy. 

The case which gave rise to my hurrying this representation, 
as alluded to at the lleginning of this letter, was two litlle Bosjes-
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men girls heing brought through this village a few days since, by a 
merchant from Cape Town, named Jacob Theron, who could give 
me no other account but that he had got tbem at a Bosjesmeu 
kraal, where he was told that they were orphans ; I naturally took 
these children from him and placed them in charge of the uncler 
sheriff, until I shall be convinced that no improper transaction has 
placed him in possession of them. I have &c. 

(Signed) A. STOCKENSTROM. 

[Original.] 

Lette1· from LORD CHARLES SOMERSET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE OF GOOD lIOPE, l'tlay Bili 1817. 

MY LoRn,-I take the liberty of stating to Your Lordship that 
on the 15th January last I transmitted to His Royal Highness the 
Commander in Chief a letter addressed to me by Major General 
Hall, a copy of which I have the honor herewith to enclose to 
Your Lordship. 

Your Lordship's dispatch (No. 1 January 1st 1817 received on 
the 2nd instant) having directed the Extraordinaries of the Army 
here to be defrayed from the Revenue of the Settlement, renders 
it impracticable that the request contained in Major General 
Hall's letter and recommended by me to His lloyal Highness 
should be met thro' that channel ; I am therefore induced to 
address Your Lordship, in order to solicit Your Lordship's 
authority for granting an allowance of 30 shillings per diem to 
Major General Hall as Commandant of this Garrison from the 
period of his arrival here, 1st January last. 

I feel confident that your Lordship will do me the justice to 
believe that I would not (more especially at tho pre.~ent moment) 
recommend any additional burthen upon tho Treasury ur1<ler my 
control, which could be avoided consistently with ju tice. This 
allowance has been enjoyed by all Major General Hall's pre­
decessors (in the absence of a Lieut. Oovernor) receiving at tho 
same time the allowances of bat ancl forage, of which l\fajor 
General Hall is deprived. 

The claims upon the hospitality of the UommanJant of this 
Garrison are constant an<l unavoidahlc, not only from the Army 
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here, but from the large portion of Officers, who almost daily land 
here on their way to and from the East. 

When I arrived here, and for a considerable subsequent period, 
there were three General Officers here, exclusive of myself, the 
senior of whom enjoyed an ample salary as Lieutenant Governor. 
At present Major General Hall is, except myself, the only General 
Officer. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SOMERSET. 

[Enclosure in the above.] 

CAPE 'fowN, January 15th 1817. 

MY L0RD,-1 feel myself called upon thus early to submit this 
statement to your Excellency, in the hope that you will please to 
afford it that support which you may conceive it in strict justice 
to deserve, and which I judge so indispensable to the suitable 
maintenance of that station which I have the honor to hold in 
this Colony under your Lordship's orders. 

M:y predecessor General Meade received £3,000 per annum as 
Lieut. Governor of Cape Town, and Generals Cockell and Baird 
had a consideration of thirty shillings a day for their temporary 
exercise of that post during the absence of the Lieutenant 
Governor. A proportionate allowance was at the same time 
granted to the Commandant at Simons Town which is still 
continued. 
• And I am at a loss to divine upon what principle it has been 

discontinued to the Commandant at Cape Town. 
I have my Lord the sam duties to perform, the same rank to 

maintain, and subject to the same expences, and calls of hospitality 
which were required of those officers, and consequently entitled 
to the same consideration. 

My equipment for this station has been considerable. I have 
not a chair, or article of furniture of any description which I have 
not bought at heavy risque and expence, and I find that no 
lodging money is allowed, altho' such is the usage both at 
I>lymouth and Portsmouth where Lieutenant Government Houses 
are granted. 

In short, my Lord, I cannot for a moment believe it to be the 
intention of the Commander in Chief, (whatever may be the plans 
of reconomy at the present moment) to place me as second in 
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command at this station, and as successor to the same posts which 
General Meade filled, without some provision, at least adequate to 
those allowances which Generals Cockell and Baird received 
whilst in the exercise of those duties. 

Your Lordship is well acquainted with all the circumstances 
connected with this detail, and from your experience and know­
ledge of the facts so equal to throw the clearest light upon the 
subject that I shall make no fulrther observation. I have &c. 

(Signed) G. I. HALL, Major General. 

[Original.] 

Letter from LORD CHARLES SOMERSET to EARL BATllURST. 

CAPE OF GooD Hul' E, May 'Jill 1817. 

MY LORD,-1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
your Lordship's dispatch No. 74 dated 12th November 1816, 
and in reply thereto beg to transmit to Your Lordship herewith 
the Monitions which have been duly served on the Judge and the 
Officers of the Vice Admiralty Court within this Government, as 
well as the other parties specified. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SOMERSET. 

[Original.] 

Letter from, LORD CHARLES SOMERSET to HENRY 
GOULBURN, ESQRE. 

CAPE OF Gooo lloPE, May 16th 18L7. 

MY DEAR MR. GouLBURN,-1 am sorry to say that I had not 
the pleasure to receive your letter of the 14th ovember last 
until the 5th instant. I regret this delay because though I seize 
the first opportunity of thanking you for it and replying to it, 
I fear all the Invectives against my humble Administration here 
and the Venom of Misrepresentation will be uttered in Parliament 
before this letter can reach you. I am however sincerely obliged 
to you for so willingly undertaking our defence. I have seen 
a most scurrilous and at the same time contemptible and ignorant 
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attack upon me in the llforning Chronicle of the 19th of December 
last, in which the writer attempts an invidious comparison between 
the Dutch Administration here and mine. I therefore enclo:.e a 
Memorandum on that head taken from official documents now in 
my office, which I trust will completely answer that argument. 

With regard to the road which this wise commentator alludes 
to, I certainly did reduce the monthly expenditure from 12,000 
Rds. to from 1200 or 1500. I have subsequently kept the ex­
penditure on the road within the amount of the receipts from the 
tolls, but not for the purpose of employing either the men or the 
money on the Governor's Country House, but I reduced the ex­
penditure by a scheme of my own by discharging all hired horse 
waggons employed and purchasing bullocks instead, which were 
fed without expense on the neighbouring unoccupied Government 
land. The work went on Jaster than before, and the saving the 
expense was diminished as above described. 

The complaint about the horses is equally contemptible. At 
this moment I have settled every particular and am on the eve 
of closing a bargain to export 400 horses annually for the Madras 
Cavalry exclusive of a proportion of better horses for officers. 
This ( as the freight will be paid here) will bring I calculate 
about £24,000 sterling per annum into the Colony, for an article 
of which till I came there was no sort of export. 

With respect to the wool this respectable writer omits to state 
that I imported 25 real Spanish Ewes and 10 real Spanish Rams 
in 1815, which breed I keep pure at the Government Farm, and 
the lambs are annually distributed amongst such flocks as are 
desirous to obtain them, w·th a view of producing an Exportc'l.­
tion of Wool. These },forning Chronicle remarks are hardly worth 
refuting, but if any clever worthy Member should have learnt his 
lesson from an ill informed writer in the },forning Chronicle, it is 
as well perhaps that you should be informed how perfectly false 
and groundless these assertions are. I have not yet seen the 
Regent's Speech, tho' I have seen a paper brought by a passing 
Merchant ship of the debate on the address, and rejoice to find 
that the division was so respectable. 'l'he violence and outrages 
of the factions will I hope bring the thinking part of the House of 
Commons to their senses. . . . I am &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SOMERSET. 

f 

I 

I 

I 
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I Enclosure in the above. I 

lrfemorandu1n. 

A very e1Toneous idea appears to have been entertained with 
respect to the Expenditure of the Dutch Government at the Cape 
of Good Hope, as if it had been very inferior to that of the British 
Administration which succeeded. Whence this idea has arisen it 
is not material to enquire, but the proof of its error is incon­
testable from their finance books still in our possession. It 
appears from these that the Receipts and Expenditure of the 3 
years of their administration was as follows : 

1803 
1804 
1805 

Receipts. 
Rds. l,3!>5,084 

1,763,102 
933,316 

Expenditure. 
Hds. 1, 40!), 430 

l,:281,948 
1,565,017 

Which receipt did not include specie brought from Holland for 
the payment of the Troops nor the sum of 60,000 Spanish dollars 
brought from Batavia. A question arises however of no small 
importance, how the Revenue should at that time have been so 
much greater than it is at present, or has subsequently been? 
The solution is that it was not all Colonial Revenue which was 
brought to account, but the proceeds of a large proportion of 
Coffee and Spices brought from Batavia and sold to foreigners and 
others on account of the Batavian Government, the sums arising 
from which s:iperseded the necessity of drawing upon Holland 
except to a small amount. 

The Government does not appear to have been carried on with 
more economy than it has subsequently been. The payment of 
the largest proportion of the civil servants is as it then was; that 
of those on the British Establishment may apparently be more, 
but in reality it is less, as the present civil servants have not the 
valuable perquisites those of the Dutch Government had. If the 
Governor has a larger nominal salary than tho Dutch Governor 
had, it is far less than the amount paid to a Governor, a Com­
missary General, and a Council of 8 persons who exercised tho 
functions now performed by one. The British Governor has no 
Emoluments whatever except his salary, whilst the Dutch 
Governor enjoyed innumerable perquisites and other advantages. 

I 

' 
I 
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[Original.l 

Letter from the REVEREND DR. JONES to EARL BATHURST. 

• 5 CLEVELAND COURT, ST. J.ums' STREET, 

May 16, 1817. 

MY LoRD,-As my return to England from the Cape of Good 
Hope was much earlier than I could have anticipated, I beg leave 
to state to your Lordship the reasons that urged me so soon to 
come back. 

In August 1815 I had the honor of receiving a letter from 
Mr. Goulburn, in which I was promised £700 a year and some 
glebe-land in the vicinity of Cape Town. In consequence of this 
promise at a very considerable expence I quitted England for the 
Cape on the 2nd December 1815, and remained in the Colony till 
February 1817. From the total impossibility of living upon my 
old allowance, and no intimation having been received from your 
Lordship's office respecting the promised addition, I could not 
possibly remain. My return however was considerably hastened 
by the construction which Lord Charles Somerset was pleased to 
put on a conversation between His Lordship and myself, on my 
quitting the Colony. As His Lordship was about to go up into 
the interior on a probable absence of some months, I was anxious 
to ascertain whether my resignation, sent in to the Colonial 
Secretary, would be sufficient, to which His Lordship answered in 
the affirmative. His Lordship however informed me by the 
Colonial Secretary next morning, that I had already resigned my 
situation. This I positively denied, and insisted that what passed 
on the day before was nothmg more than a private intimation of 
my intention. His Lordship persisted in his point ; and I there­
fore felt myself obliged to quit the Colony as soon as possible. 
On the day prior to my departure I sent in my official resignation 
to the Colonial Secretary, which was accepted. 

When I was on board ship, and we had actually weighed 
anchor, I received a letter from Mr. Alexander informing me for 
the first time that His Excellency the Governor had received 
instructions from home respecting my increase of salary and 
payment of arrears, but saying nothing as to glebe, &c., &c. 
Indeed His Lordship had previously told me that he could grant 
me no globe except a portion of barren land called " The Camp 
Uround" distant 8 mile;, from Cape Town. 
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In addition to all these disappointments I am sorry to say, that 
although 1 paid every possible attention to the great object of my 
return, Colonial Education; yet I met with so little encourage­
ment that I soon found all my endeavours perfectly hopeless and 
unavailing. I have &c. 

(Signed) R. JONES, D.D., 
Late Senior Chaplain at the Cape of Good Hope. 

[ 0 riginal.] 

Letter from LORD CHARLES SOMERSET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE OF Goon HOPE, May 17th 1817. 

MY DEAR LoRD,-1 was honored with your Lordship's letter of 
the 30th December (marked private) on the 5th inst., at the same 
moment in which I received your despatch No. 1 of January 1st 
1817, and I avail myself most readily of your Lordship's kind 
permission to address you in a private letter upon the arrangements 
the unprecedented pressure of the times at home has rendered it 
necessary to make, which so vitally affect the prosperity (I might 
indeed say the very existence) of this Settlement. 

I cannot perhaps more effectually point out to your Lordship 
how destructive to my hopes and views for this Colony the 
removal of the Dragoon Regiment from hence will be, than by 
referring your Lordship to my despatch dated 24th of April last, 
detailing my late tour thro' the Colony and my plans and inten­
tions relative to the best mode of defending the Frontier from the 
depredations of the Kaffirs, the ground work and whole main 
spring of which defence resting upon the operations of cavalry. 
It is therefore most peculiarly distressing to me at the present 
moment, when I have so highly raised the expectations of the 
inhabitants, to be suddenly deprived of the means of meeting those 
expectations. So important however do I consider the defence of 
the Frontier to the ultimate prosperity of the Settlement as well 
as to its present tranquillity that I shall not hesitate to keep at 
least 1,100 out of the very small Force which is in future to be 
under my orders on the Frontiers. With a smaller number 
(particularly as I shall have no Cavalry) they cannot be defended 
until population (the rational defence of all countries) shall effect 
it for itself, and that never can be accomplished until the power 
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of a military force shall have been felt by the depredators and 
tranquillity thereby perfectly restored, but great as is my dis­
appointment in being deprived of the means of attaining this 
desirable object, it will not be the only difficulty I shall have to 
encounter by the extensive reductions in the :Military force here. 

I have Cape Town (where there is a black population of 
upwards of 12,000), Robben Island (to which all Convicts are 
sent), and the important Naval Arsenal at Simon's Town to 
protect, for these I shall not have more than 950 or 1000 men, 
without deducting a proportion of sick, orderlies, bat men, &c., &c., 
which are indispensable on a foreign station. Exclusive of these 
difficulties in the Military protection of the Colony, your Lordship 
is too well aware of the shock an infant settlement struggling for 
export and consumption for its produce must receive by the 
removal of so large a portion of its consumers as a strong Dragoon 
Regiment and its appendages. The natural consequence will be a 
very serious defalcation in our Revenue. Thus, my dear Lord, as 
the calls upon our Treasury increase the means of meeting those 
calls diminish. 

I have formed a sanguine hope (from intelligence I gained 
during my late tour) that I should have had to submit to your 
Lordship a plan for opening a communication and traffic with the 
interior of Africa from this Settlement, by establishing a sub­
Drostdy on the Northern Junctions of the Districts of Tulbagh 
and Graaff Reinet, called the Hoage Vlagte, between the Ghoup 
and the Nieuwe Veld. I understand a very extensive barter of 
Colonial produce, cattle, and British manufactures might be 
introduced for gold dust and iv_Q_ry, which I am assured the natives 
beyond our Northern Borders can furnish from the interior in 
considerable quantities, and thus an intercourse would be brought 
on through the medium of this Colony, which has long been so 
greatly desired in Europe. 

All these pleasing prospects of improvement and increasing 
prosperity must however now be abandoned. 

The check put to every Colonial improvement by the appropri­
ation of the whole of the Surplus Revenue to the support of the 
Army cannot fail to cause very great disappointment in the 
Colonists, and should that grow into discontent and commotion I 
feel it my duty to apprize your Lordship that I shall not have 
adcq-u((fr. ml'ans lo rrpcl tltc111. 

I 

i 
' 

I 

II 

I 

I 
I 
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Having observed that our political opponents at home have 
endeavoured to draw an invidious comparison between the expen­
diture at the Cape of the British Government and that of the 
Dutch which preceded it, I venture to enclose to your Lordship 
a memorandum, which I have taken from official documents in my 
office here which completely refute any such insinuation. 

Your Lordship's flattering encomiums on my endeavours to 
economize the public expenditure have induced me with freedom 
to call your attention to any subject tending to that object. I 
cannot therefore refrain from again noticing to your Lordship the 
little army of Commissariat officers we have (as you will perceive 
by the Enclosure No. 2). If the Colony takes upon itself the 
Military Branch of that Department, the accounts will of course 
be submitted to the Colonial Auditor, and I conceive the office of 
Commissary of Accounts may be altogether dispensed with, by 
which a saving of nearly £900 per annum will be effected. I have 
put a mark in red ink opposite the names of those whose duties 
being merely to deliver provisions or forage to small detachments 
might very well be dispensed with and the duty performed by the 
Senior Non-Commissioned officer at a very inconsiderable stipend. 
Your Lordship is also silent in your dispatch relative to the Court 
of Vice Admiralty here, for the continuance of which I can see no 
necessity. I am also extremely anxious respecting the Barrack 
Department. In the strictest confidence I take the liberty of 
saying to your Lordship that the expenditure of this Department 
has caused me more uneasiness and vexation than any other source 
of expense since I have held this Government. I am willing 
to give full credit to the good intentions and integrity of the 
Gentleman at the Head of it, but tho' formerly a very gallant 
Militai:y Officer, he possesses no qualifications for the method and 
science required to conduct such an office, and I should be much 
relieved if an able clerk of the works is sent out and the whole 
turned over to the Quarter Master General's Department, where it 
can be perfectly well conducted with no other additional expense 
than continuing the .Assistant Deputy Quarter Master General, 
who I have now ordered to be struck off on the 24th instant. Ile 
is a most able and diligent officer, and thoroughly to be <lepended 
upon. I have also discontinued (without any instructions from 
the Horse Guards) from the 24th lust. the Deputy Judge Advocate­
ship here, the Garrison Surgeon and the Frontier Acljutantcy 9s. G<l. 
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sterling per day each. I have been enabled to do away the latter 
appointment by scn<ling the Brigade l\Iajor from hence to perform 
those duties on the :Frontier and throwing Lhe Brigade Major's 
duties here upon the Town l\Iajor. It has become necessary 
however for me to add an appointment to the :Frontier Army of 
an officer to take charge of the signal posts which I lrnYe lately 
established, to see that they arc rendered efficient, and also to 
attend to the state of the huts at the respective military posts. 
These duties will require great activity and intelligence, and I 
trust I shall receive your Lordship's support in making the 
appointment. 

There is only one suliject more on which I have occasion to 
solicit yolll' Lordship's patience for detaining you, and that is, the 
mode in which the Civil Servants of this Government on the 
British I~stablishment (that is who are entitled to receive their 
salaries in sterling money) are in future to be paid. Your Lord­
ship knows that the rate at which they have been hitherto paid in 
paper currency has been regulated by the average of the tenders 
accepted by the Deputy Commissary General for bills drawn hy 
him on England during the respective preceding quarter. The 
amount of each pound sterling paid to the civil servants has 
therefore been precisely that which the British Treasury has 
received in exchanrre, so that altho' our finance here may have 
suffer'd by an arbitrary rate of exchange, yet the general 
interests have not been affected, or indeed they might be said to 
have gained, the bills dra,vn exceeding the quarterly payments in 
sterling money which in salaries have not been more than £6000 
but as the new arrangcmcn.l_ regarding the expenditure of the 
Commissariat will reduce the number of bills on England to those 
drawn for the Naval Service only, it docs not appear to me any 
longer a fair mode (towards this Government) of ascertaining what 
is really sterling money. 

I l1eg therefore to propose lo your Lordship (which I do after 
the most serious reflection and after consultincr with those best 

t, • 

qualified to form a judgment on the subject) that the civil 
servants so situated should be paid henceforward by bills upon 
England with a positive restriction however that such bills shall 
be bona fide transmitted hy the receivers of' them ·to England and 
11ot be permittcll to be disposed of in the Colony on any pretence 
whatever. The aggregate amount of these salarie • 1s about 

z 
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£24,500 per annum, I would propose therefore appropriating to 
that purpose the £5,000 to be drawn annually from Englarnl in aiil 
of this Colony, and that the Commissary should give bills fur the 
remainder in exchange for paper currency out, of those which he 
will have occasion to draw for the Naval Service. The amount 
drawn for that service in 1816 was upwards of £ -16,000 sterling-, it 
will therefore always far exceed the amount re11uired for these 
salaries, which will not amount to £20,000. 

I have been led to prefer proposing thi'l mode to your Lordship 
in consequence of its having been adoptc<l under the Batavian 
Government as far as regarue<l a portion of the salaries of those 
who were natives of the United I>rovinces and had their connexions 
or a part of their families in Europe to support, as ours now have in 
England, and are therefore necessitated io remit a portion of each 
quarter's sala1y for that purpose. The 0nly alternative, shoul<l 
your Lordship see objection to this proposal, is to pay them in 
Spanish dollars at the rate at which the army here is paid; hut I 
corniider the former mode the most just for the Government as 
well as for the servant also, and infinitely the least complicated. 

I trust I may entertain a hope that the burthens now thrown 
on this Colony will be but temporary, and that as soon as the 
general interests of the Empire will admit of it, I may expect an 
encrease of military force. Your Lordship will excuse my again 
urging the necessity of at least 400 Cavalry here, and pressing 
upon you how greatly I am embarrassed by Leing bereft of that 
species of force. 

I cannot close this letter, my dear Lord, without a,;sminn you 
that tho' the arrangements directed by your Lordship's llispatch of 
the 1st of ,Tanuary have caused me the deepest chagrin and 
disappointment as far as regards this settlement, l am most fully 
sensible of, and grateful for tbe flattering ma1111er in which your 
Lordship has expressed yourself towards me, and you have laid 
me under an additional and lasting obligation in l1a, ing Juul the 
friendly consideration to se1td a copy of your di patch to the 
Treasury. I very sincerely trust that there will have been no 
necessity for the caution of making this letter private, and that the 
Cabinet of which your Lordship is so distinguished a member is 
likely to remain undisturbed and unshaken. I have &c. 

(Signed) CIIAULES II EXIff So111i:1ts1:r. 

. 
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There is one subject of so delicate a nature that I feel much 
diiliculty in even touehing upon it to your Lordship. I consicler 
it however incumbent upon me not to withhold it, and attach this 
bit of paper to my letter entreating yonr Lordship to burn it as 
soon as you shall have reacl it. 

The great clamour for Economy in England and the abolition 
of Mr. Harrow's appointment at the .Admiralty have created an 
alarm here that either the Secretaryship or Deputy Secretaryship 
of this Government will he abolished. Should ·ueh a measure 
be decided upon, I must fairly tell your Lordship that with any 
justice to the well doing of this Colony Colonel Bi.rel 1nZ1st be the 
one to lie rdainrrl. Mr. Alexan<ler, for whom I really have the 
mo, t sincere regard, tho' endowed with very brilliant talent , does 
not possess tho~e re<1uisite for wa<ling thro' the details of office. 
During the period of Colonel Bird's absence on leave in England, 
in the time of my predecessor, the Assistant Secretaryship was 
filled by a very able man, whose services I have thought it just 
to reward by advancing him to the highly respectable situation 
of Landdrost of the Cape District; but the present Assistant 
Secretary, tho' a young man of great respectability, has no ex­
perience and can afford no real assistance. I therefore unreservedly 
state to your Lordship, from the experience I have recently made 
by an abfmnce from my office of three months whilst on my late 
tour (when Colonel Bird, being with me, was also absent) that 
the voluminous mass of business which passes thro' my office 
cannot (urnler the present M-t:cumstances) be carried on without 
Colonel Bird's able assistance. I rely upon your Lordship's 
frien<lship not to allow what I have said to act in the slightest 
degree to the prejudice of my friend l\fr. Alexander's future views, 
but your Lordship is too intimately acquainted with the details of 
office not to know that, there is a certain method in carrying into 
xecution matters decided on, and conducting details which some· 

.,ossess and others never can acquire. Pray excuse this scrap. 

(Rigne<l) u. H. s. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from Lom> CuAHLES So:1-rn1tSET to K\ltr, BATIIUHHT. 

CAPE OP GOOD IIOPE, Hllh ,lfay 1817. 

MY DEAR LORD,-Much delay has occurred in answcriug your 
Lord:hip's private letter from the Colonial olliee of the 29th of 
,J nne last, on the subject of certain transactions stated to have 
taken place umler this Government involving the interests of the 
Black population of the Cape, partly owing to the time whieh 
it has taki)n to collect the very \olurninous information contained 
in the enclosures herewith transmitted, and partly owing to other 
pre ·siug avocations and particularly my long alisence from Cape 
Town having prevented my giving your Lordship earlier eluciclation 
on this very interesting subject. 

The delay however will he compensated by your Loni.ship's 
receiving now the fullest and most accumte information possible 
on the points to which your Lordship has called my attention, 
which you ju,;tly state to involve the interests of the Black 
population of this Country, to which I have invariably, as far as 
in me lay, affonled the most ample protection. 

The complaint which has been laid before your Lordship 
divides itself into two branches, the one of which relate· to 
the removal of certain negroes apprenticed under the provisions 
of the Act of Parliament by the Collector of Customs to the 
l:\te Mr. Alexander Tennant and removed from the care of the 
J~xecutors of 11r. Tennant by the Comptroller of Customs (acting 
for the Collector dnring his a!Jsenee in England), upon the grounds 
which are set forth in the enclosed full and detaile<l e.·pla11ation 
which has been couununicate<l to the Colonial Secretary by the 
Comptroller. 

This statement appears to me to be RO ample and to mark so 
ch-arly the mi repre~eutations an<l fol ehoo<ls co11lai11e<l 011 this 
head in the anonymous paper communicated liy your Lonl. hip, 
that 1 will not further detain you on the subjeet, but refer your 
Lor<lship entirely to that explanation as a atisfactory reply, and 
proceed briefly to explain to your Lorclship the circumsta11ces 
attending the second point of a11imadver"'io11 which relate to 
several Negroes apprenticed to the late Mr. Tennant also hy 
direction of Lord Cale<lon, the circumstances relating to which 
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point, though more complicated than those alluded to under the 
first head, will, I trust, be equally clearly develnped to your 
Lordship, and that your Lordship will see, not only that the 
interests of these individuals have not been lost sight of by me, 
but that very early after my assumption of this Government my 
attention was called to this very subject, and that my best 
exertions have been uRcll for the permanent welfare and benefit 
of the individuals concerned. 

It appears, my Lord, from an examination of the records of this 
Government, that in the year 1808, previous to the operation of 
the wise and Lencficial regulations for the final abolition of the 
importation of Slaves into this Colony, the late Mr. Alexander 
Tennant had received permission from Sir David Baird, then 
Governor here, to import to tho number of 500, part of which 
ho did in consequence hring here during Sir D. Baird's adminis­
tration and the remaining part arrived during the period of the 
Earl of Caledon's Government. His Lordship, I understand, very 
reluctantly assented to the landing of the said remaining pro­
portion of the numLer his Predecessor had consented to the 
admission of, hut he peremptorily refused to admit a single one 
beyond the number, and as the vessel, under Portuguese colours, 
which brought this remaining part from Mozambique, had about 
100 more on Loar<l, there was no alternative but for her to proceed 
to the Portuguese or Spani.h Settlements in South America with 
the remainder. She attempted to do so, but was stranded upon 
one of the small Islands of Saldanha Bay, and the slaves were 
then thrown upon their owner for maintenance and relief. No 
other vessel could carry t~m off, and in this case of much 
tlifficulty, Lord Caledon consented to their being brought to this 
main and apprenticed for 7 years to ]\fr. Tennant under certain 
restrictions. These circumstances were reported to His Majesty's 
Government at the time, and received its approbation. This was 
in April 1808, consequently the term for which these persons were 
bound to Mr. Tennant expired in 1815. . 

1\fr. Tennant however died in .the year 1814 very shortly after 
my arrival in the Colony, and reports were in a short time 
subsequently thereto in circulation with respect to these Negroes 
which early attracted my attention and were the subject of my 
enquiries, but in June of that year the widow of the said 
Mr. Tennant made a direct application to me on the subject, 
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which gave me an opportunity of directing His Majesty's :Fiscal 
to cause a strict enquiry to be made into their state, condition, 
and improvement. A copy of Lieut. Colonel Bird's letter to the 
Fiscal I have now the honour to enclose, as well as copies of the 
J<'iscal's subsequent report, dated 22nd September of the same year. 
Your Lordship will perceive from these important documents and 
from Lieut. Colonel Bird's reply to the Fiscal of the 2Gth of the 
same month, that the proceedings in this case originated with me, 
and that I evinced, as I have continued to do, the greatest anxiety 
on the subject; hut you will perceive with regret and surprize that 
there is more than ground to suspect that the late Mr. Alexamlcr 
Tennant had grossly abused the confidence placed in him, by 
neglecting entirely his covenants for the protection of these 
negroes, and by his having either by himself or his connivance 
suffered several of them to merge into the class of slaves. This 
lamentable fact became the subject of a most laborious and 
voluminous investigation before the Court of Justice, but the 
whole of the circumstances attending this stage of the business 
is so minutely and so ably entered into by His Majesty's Fiscal 
in the enclosed answer to my reference of the anonymous com­
munications to him, that I forbear entering into the details thereof 
here, but merely state to your Lordship that by Mr. Denyssen's 
unremitting exertions seven of them (who from Mr. Tennant's 
negligence or wickedness had become slaves) have been discovered 
and declared free by the Court of Justice, while the cases of three 
others are still pending in the Court of Appeals. 

It now, my Lord, remains for me to explain to your Lordship 
the course I have thought proper to pursue with regard to persons 
very singularly situated. Mozambique Negroes, brought hither 
from a savage state, do not readily and generally acc1uire those 
habits of civilization which would be necessary to persons having 
the sole guidance of their own conduct, so that it cannot be 
doubted that if such persons were not placed with humane and 
proper em1Jloyers, they would fall into habits of idleness and 
vice which must end in what we have most to guard against 
here, from the scanty means we possess of suppressing it when 
it occurs, vagabon<lizing, and marooning. The British Legislature, 
in providing for the employment of l'rize Negroes, aflixed the 
term of 14 years for their state of apprnnticeship, probably from 
a knowledge that such term was the most likely Lo ti,· them 

 

 



Records of the Cape Colony. 

m habits of industry, and there is a clause in the Act which 
leaves it to be supposed that some further measures will be 
adopted in their regard previous to the expiration of the 14 years. 
These Apprentices were not in that state at the terminlttion of 
their 7 years apprenticeship in which it could have been con­
sidered safe to have allowed them to follow the bent of their 
own inclinations, which, as I before observed, would have led to 
their retiring in idleness to the interior. 

:Fro1.1 this consideration I deemed it advisable to take a middle 
course between leaving them to themselves and binding them for 
1--1 years in the spirit of the Act of I>arliament, and giving them 
the choice of such masters as they expressed no objection to work 
with, I directed them to be hired to them for 7 years, taking 
such precautions with respect to their comfortable lodging, 
clothing, food, and pocket money as has secured to them a 
comparative affluence to that of the generality of the labouring 
class, lmt my endeavours for their future welfare have not rested 
here, I stipulated for their instruction in the Christian religion 
and that a further sum of 2--1 skillings currency monthly for the 
males and 12 skillings for the females should be paid by their 
employers as a fund, under the superintendence of the Orphan 
Chamber, for the future support and for the present maintenance 
and care of those among them who, from infirmities, mental or 
bodily, have not otherwise the means of existence. 

My Lord, in this co~try we have neither Hospital, poor rates, 
nor public institutions of any kind for the relief of poverty, 
distress, or sickness. The Calvinist and Lutheran cvugregations 
maintain their own poor, who are very few; each person is bound 
to provide for his slaves in sickness and old age; but these 
individuals were unprotected and unprovided for, there were 
two among them in a st.ate of mental infirmity which required 
immediate attention, and by forming the fund I have done, 1 have 
secured their present and future provision, while to those who 
are in employment I have ensured either sufficient to put them 
forwru·d in any line in which they may have it in their power 
to embal'k or an annuity equal in this mild climate to their 
maintenance in sickness and old age. 

I shall not detain your Lordship further in refuting the various 
calumnies, misrepresentations, and falsehoods conta.ined in the 
anonymous extracts transmitted to your Lordship, the writers of 
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which are as well known here as the channel through which they 
have been transmitted. I rest satisfied that your Lordship will 
see that I have zealously collected these dispersed, unprotected, 
untaught, unfortunates, and that I have provided for them in the 
best manner practicable. Had they been ·well educated Chrislians, 
still the major part of them would, according to the civil law as 
administered here, have been placed under curators in consequence 
of their nonage. I have &c. 

(Signed) CnAitLES Hr:x1n· So:mmsr,T. 

L Original. J 

Letter fro;n L01w CHARLES So:\UmsET to EAHL BATHURST. 

CAPE oP Goon IIoPE, I!lth 1-,[ay l 17. 

MY LORD,-In reply to your Lordship's Dispatch with an en­
closed extract of a letter from Mr. R B. :Fisher to Mr. Wilberforco 
in which it is asserted "that the crime of infanticille generally 
prevails at the Cape of Good Hope and that an ofiicer of the 
U3rd Regiment has stated himself to have seen no less than 13 
murdered infants lying on the Beach without any enC]_uiry having 
been instituted as to the manner in which they lost their lives," 
I have the honour to state that I cause<l an immediate reference 
of the extract of l\1r. :Fisher's letter to be made to the Wor:-;h.ipful 
Court of ,fustice here, who must have been aware of any judicial 
p:rocC'edings which might have hacl place in instances of infanticide 
du1ing the period of British Administration in this Colony. 

I also caused the extract to he rel'Pned to His Majesty's Fiscal, 
whose functions as Chief of the Police and Attorney Oeneml for 
the prosecution of criminal offences must have enabled him to 
know whether such crimes were prevalent here, or allowed to pa,;s 
without enC]_uiry or notice, and I likewi,e causeu a similar refrr­
,mre to lie made to the Burgher Senate, to whom tbe \Vardma ·ters 
1>f the 25 Wards into which this Town is diviclell, report all extra­
ordinary occurrences within their respective Wards. Frum the 
u11ite1l testimony of all these authorities (whose repmts I have 
tlle honour herewith to enclose), from the illlli~nation with which 
so foul an accusation l1as been reccivecl, anll from my own 
ob. crvation nf tho strictnC'S with "hich crimes, when they un-
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fortunately do occur, are impartially prosecuted, I may venture 
to pronounce :Mr. Fisher's allegations gross and unfounded mis­
representations. 

From the perusal of the very extraordinary work Mr. Fisher 
has put forth, I can conceive that some mischievous individuals 
have from mere wantonness imposell upon a credulous and weak 
mind, probably ·without supposing that their inventions would be 
published to the ,vorld in the manner Mr. :Fisher has thought 
proper to bring them into notice. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY So:.rnRsET. 

[Enclosure No. 1 in the above.] 

CAPE o~· GOOD IloPE, 2701 IIIarch 1817. 

l\1Y Loun,-In compliance with your Excellency's diredions con­
tained in a letter from the Colonial Office dated the 27th ultimo and 
enclosing copy of a dispatch from His Majesty's Secretary of State, 
covering an e tract of a letter from :\Ir. lL B. Fisher to l\fr. Wiluer­
force, \\ e have the honur to say that, it has always been a constant 
custom in this Colony for Commissioners from the Court of Justice 
in Cape Town and in the country districts commissioned heemraads 
duly assisted by a medical man to take inquests on the bodies of 
all persons of whatever age ur description, who have died a violent 
death, and on which occasion all the circumstances are minutely 
investigaied and inser~d in ihe Act of Inr1uest, together with the 
opinion uf the professional person so assisting as to the cause of 
death, as alsu on the hollies of all adults and infants who have 
died sulldenly, or who have lJeen found dead, or with respuct 
to the mauuer of whose death the most trivially unfavorable 
supposition may have ariHen. This practice is so invariably and 
stricily observed here that, there are several examples of .bodies 
having been dug up which ha<.l been buried in consequence of no 
suspicion having previously existed, in order to ascertain beyond 
all cluubt thaL no violence had been committed, and similar 
inqtwsts are even taken on all womuled persons of whatever rank 
and situaiion, whatever may be the nature of the wound, and 
alihu' it, may be suflicieully known beforehand that such wound 
was entirely accidental. With respect to the crime of infanticide 
in particular, or the fir.dmg of the murdered bodie of new burn 
children as mentione1l in the dispatch of the Secretary of State, 

' 
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we immediately on l'eceiving your Excellency's commands llirectell 
our secretary to c.-aminc the Inquest Hooks kept in the office of 
our court, from whose report, which we have the honor to annex, 
it appears that since the year 1800 to the present time there have 
occuncd but ci6ht ca. cs of new born infauts being foullll dead, 
so that we have no hesitation to say that the statement of 
Mr. H. B .. Fisher of thirteen having Leen seen by a respectable 
oflicer of the \J3nl Regiment and three i11fants by Mr. }'1shcr 
himself lying e.-posed on tlw beach, and still no ern1uiry made, 
is a gross misrepresentation, in which light we trust it cannot fail 
from the nature of the thing itself to appear to Your Excellency, 
for surely if such or auything like ~Ir . .Fisher's assertion had Leen 
the case it must have attracted the attention of the puLlic, and 
consc()_uently come to the knowlec1ge as well of the members 
of our Court and the Fiseal as of everybody else, when certainly 
no reasons could have been found why an investigation of the 
circumstances should not have been maue in the same manner 
as in all other cases of a similar nature, as appears by the annexed 
report from our secretary. 

We dare therefore confi<lcntly assure Your Excellency, even 
supposing it to Le evi<lent that all the eight infants mentioned 
in our secretary's report came alive into the world (which in two 
cases only folly appeared) that the crime of infanticiue is nut 
more prevalent in this Uulony than elsewhere, on the contiary, 
there arc several examples of new born chihlrcn haYing heeu 
placed in such situations that they rnnst be found, au<l who have 
accordingly Leen taken up anu properly vrovilled for. 

\ Ve have &c. 
The Chief Justice and members of the Court. 

(Signed) J. A. TmJTE!t. 

By onlcr of the Court. 

(~igncd) u. B1mr,.\.EltT:, V\.N" BLOKLANll, Secretary. 

[Enclosure No. 2 iu the abovc.J 

F1~CAL's On,cE, April 2211,l 1817. 

Sm,-In compliance with His Execllency the Uovcrnur and 
Commun<ler iu Chicf'8 directions, comrnunicatcll tu mu in your 
letter uf tht• ~7th February last re ·peeling Mr. IL H. Fisher'::, 
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letter to Mr. Wilberforce in which he stated that tte crime of 
infanticide generally prevails at the Cape of Good Hope and that 
the same is passed by unreganled, I Lave the honor to report, that 
upon enqniry I have fuuu<l that far from being prevalent this 
enormous crime has scarcely been prove<l to have existed in this 
Colony, and that whenever such crime is suspeded to exist, tho 
most scrupulous investigation has taken place in or<ler that the 
offenders might Lo brought to their con<lign puni,;lunont. 

Having been favoured by the Worshipful the Court of ,Justice 
with a copy of the report of said Court to His Excellency 
respecting this subject dated the 27th ultimo, I think it un­
necessary to repeat " ·hat has been therein stated. I therefore 
beg leave to refer to said report, and in ad<lition to the same 
to observe that not only in Cape Town to which the same chiefly 
does refer but also in the Country Districts the crime of infanticide 
is most rigorously adverted on. Two instances of which I ha.Ye 
witnessed since the last surrender of this Colony to His Britannic 
1\Iajesty, one in the year 180G an<l the other in the year 181:3, 
of women whose new born childrnn having been clan<l.estinely 
buried, the bodies of the children have been dug up and an 
inquest taken on the same. As however after the most rigid 
investigation in neither of these cases it has appeared. to the 
Worshipful the Court of Justice that the children have Leen born 
alive and consequently the crime of infanticide has in neither 
of them been substai;i.tiated, the Court by sentence pronounced 
on the 30th June 1808 in the first mentioned case has con<l.emne<l. 
the mother of the child, who, pending the investigation of her 
case had been confined in the prison about two years, to six: 
months imprisonment more, which condemnation, as she was not 
found. guilty of infanticide, shows how much even the concealing 
of the birth of a child supposed to be Lorn dead is in abhorrence 
in this Colony, and in the latter case by sentence pronounced the 
21st 8cptember 1815 condemned. the mother as guilty of a crime 
approximating to infanticide, viz. the consent given by her that 
the life of her child which she supposed to have been born alive 
shoultl he destroyed, to the pain of scourging, branding, and 
20 years confinement ; the latter part of the :;entencc, l1owcYer, 
has lleen remitted by liis Excellency. 

It just so happens that, on the Jlith J11sb111t I reccive<l a letter 
frow the Landdro»t of Tulbagh, acquainting me that information 
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has been lodged in his office hy a slave, that some time ago 
he had found in the Karoo, the most desetted putt of this Colony, 
the skeleton of a new born child supposed by him to have been 
killed, on which information the Landdrost also acquainted me 
that he has commenced his official enquiries, tho' hitherto without 
success. 

I trust that these facts joined to the informations forwarded 
to His Excellency by the \V orslripful the Court of Justice, will 
abundantly suilice to show how unjustly l\1r. Fisher has inveighed 
against the administration of Justice and l>olice in this Colony, 
and how little he can be relied u1>on when in this instance 
he comes forward as an eye witness to suustuntiate part of his 
assertions. I have &c. 

(Signed) DANIEL DE!\YSsE::., Fiscal. 

(Enclosure No. 3 in the above.] 

CAPE TowN, CAPE OF Goon IIo1'E, 

lfiarch 17th 1817. 

GF4.TLDrn.· !-Raving ueen directed by your circular letter 
of the 14th Instant, to the present and former \Yardmasters, 
to state in writing whether and how many children, are known 
to them to have been found murdered Rince the year 1806, I have 
the honor to say in answer thereto, that as it is many years ago 
I have had my discharge as \Yardmaster, at which time all pa1,ers 
relating to that situation have been delivered up by me, I find 
myself ohliged ancl Leg leave to refer you in that respect to the 
}'iscal's Oflice, where all similar atrocities (if any has exi:;ted) 
haYe been duly reporteu by me. 1 have &c. 

(Signed) 0. II. :\h:nm. 

( Enclosure No. •1 in the above.J 

To Ilis B.rrcllrncy the Hcc!l'r Ho:'nr.i: G1•:..·gu \L I.01m C11,rnu:s 
HE. 'Iff SOMEHSET, Governor and C'om11w1uh r in Cit i1'f, <Lr., <t'·c., <l·c. 

~fy LORD !-\Ve have had tlw honor to recPivc in due time 
Your Excellency's letter of the 27th February la t, enclo ing ome 
documents for their en,piiry towanls the truth or untrnth of a 
mo:;t important st.ttemcnt of l\Ir. H. B. Fisher: " That int his 'olo11y 
infanticide pas!,eS by uur<'ganled, unu is so g ner,illy pnn :tlcnt 
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that by an officer of a respectable character in the 93rd Regiment 
thirteen, and by himself three murdered infants have been seen 
lying on the beach," as the accuracy or inaccuracy of that state­
ment could not be judged of, or proved out of the records of the 
Burgher Senate, no report of any crime whatever being made 
to them, and being apprehensive that a declaration of the moral 
conviction of President and members of the contrary of so 
tlishonoretl an accusation might be held by Your Excellency 
as a dissatisfactory report for the information of His Majesty's 
J\finiAters of State, Presitlent and Members conceived the necessity 
of supporting their conviction by special statements of the persons 
who since the arrival of Mr. :Fisher and his respectable friend 
in this Colony have acted as W ardmasters in this town. 

With the exception of two statements made by persons who 
formerly acted as W ardmasters, and herewith enclosed, in which 
they refer to their reports to His Majesty's fiscal, l\fr. Fisher's 
statement is contradicted as it were out of one mouth by the 
Official Reports of Seventy-four Wartlmasters, and confirms in 
President and Members the agreeable conviction that this State­
ment and Accusation is deprived of all ground and truth. 

President and Members trust that th.is enquiry and report will 
meet Your Excellency's desire, and have the honor to remain 
with respect. My Lord &c. 

Cape Town, March 27th 1817. 

(Signed) J. JURGENS, President. 

Dy order of the President and Members aforesaid. 

(Signed) I>. J. TRUTER, Secretary. 

[Enclosure No. G in the above.] 

CAFE TowN, JJfarch 17th 1817. 1 

fl 1,:NTLE::-rnN ! I beg leave to refer myself as former W ardrnaster 
to the letter sent in this day by G. H. Meyer, at that time my 
Colleague, in answer to your Circular of the 1-±Lh Instant, and 
am &e. 

0. 0. DE WET. 

The !'resident and Members 
uf the l3urgher Seuatc. 
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l Original. J 

Lrllcr from LOIW CHARLES So:-.rnHSET to E.utL n \'rIIl ltST. 

CAPE OF Gooo !IorE, 7th June 1817. 

MY Lorrn,-I was ahout to tran. rnit to your Lordship the 
cnelo~ed report from the Islarnl of Tristan <l'Acnnlm when I 
receivecl your Lordship's dispatch with enclosures from Lonl 
~feh ille and Sir C. Cockburn, hy which I learnt that orders had 
liecn given to erncnate that possession, an<l the following day 
His :Majesty's Ship Co1121m·or arrived in False Bay l1avi11g Captain 
Cloete and part of the Garrison on boar<l. The Con'Jl'l'ror not 
having heen able to emhark the whole of the ammunition an<l 
stores, Lieut. Aitcheimn RA. with a few Artillerymen and the 
Surgeon were left behind in or1lcr to be brought away at a future 
opportunity. 

Admiral Plumpin went on shore and saw everything whieh had 
hecn effected, and the A1lrniral having expressed his regret that 
the means and position of the Island shoul<l have been so little 
nppreciated, and as no expense will be incurred by waiting for 
yonr Lordship's further onlers (heyon<l the sum of 10/ a day-5/ 
a dny each-to the two officers now there from the Colonial funds) 
even should there in the meantime be an opportunity of dis-
1mtching a vessel thither to take away the remaining Garrison 
and stores, which is not certain, I haYe venturecl to express my 
opinion that your Lordship shonlcl again be consuliecl thereon. 

\Vhen I had the honour to snggest to your Lordship the 
e ·pc<liency of occup) ing this little I lancl, it was without any 
refcrcnre to C:eneral Bonaparte's sec>nrity, hut in <·onsecpH•m·e of 
the ·e coasts having during the late \Var hec>11 insnlte1l both to the 
}:a t\\ar<l and \Vestwunl by l'rirntePrs which had refrcshP1l there, 
the 011 ly place in these Reas \\ here they ca11 water; it was from 
the knowledge I hacl of .Anwric:an ve •sp]s havina made that J lancl 
their rendezvous arnl ha, inc:{ intcreepte<l one of His 1\fajesty's 
\' essels from thenee; it was from a 1>ers11a ·ion, in which the 
enclo,cd report str('Jlgtlwm, me, arul in which every consi1leration 
confirms me, that shonlcl the British l<ln_g not fly there, the 
Island will forthwith be taken posses ion of hy some other Power, 
:iml I know that it hacl lJecn strongly recommenclecl to the French 
t :o ·pmnwnt to rn·rnp • it. l t was upon t lwsc grmrnd that I first 
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received your Lordship's sanction of the measure ancl instructions 
relrrtive thereto. 

But in the intermediate time it occurrecl to the Authorities at 
Rt. Helena that the possession of Tristan d' Acunha would be an 
aclditional security to the charge confidecl to them, ancl unaware of 
what ha<l passe<l between your Lordship and this Government on 
the snlJ,iect, they recommencletl the same measure, in consequence 
of which reiterated orders were given in the case. A further 
consideration of this secoll(lary part of the question appears to 
have given rise to the orders now communicated to me, but as the 
first reasoning does not seem to have heen at the moment adverted 
to; as the heaviest expenses have already been incurred, and as 
the occupation is in my opinion of high importance to the 
tranquillity of this place in times of "\Var and to the safety of 
the Irnlian Trade at like periods at very small charge to this 
Government, I venture once more to call your Lordship's atten­
tion to the subject and beg to be favoured with your final decision. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HmmY So:.rEnSET. 

[Original.l 

Ll'tlcr from Loni> CHARLES 80MERSE'r to EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE OP Goon HorE, flth June 1817. 

l\fy Lonn,--In compliance with the instructions contained in 
Your Lonlship's dispatch No. 72 to procure an aRsortment of the 
Hee<ls, bulbs ancl plants of this Reltlement for His J\fajesty the 
Emperor of ,\ ustria, I have .the houour to inform Your Lordship 
that I have emhrace<l the opportunity afforded rne hy the return 
of the Hevd. J\fr. Hes e, Lutheran clergyman of this town, a 
gentleman of botanical purnuits, to forward one assortment as per 
list enclosed, am! l have at the same time put on board the same 
vessel a sccornl assortment which I heg to request Your Lonlship 
will <lo me the honour to present with my humble duty to His 
Hoyal Highness the Jlrince Hegeut. 

I nm happy in the opportunity this affords me of int roclucing to 

 

 



352 Rccm·ds of the Cape l'uluny. 

your Lordship's acquaintance l\fr. Hesse, whose amiable character 
has impressed us all with sentiments of high m,pect and esteem. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SOlllEHSET. 

l'.S. Lists of the seeds and bulbs &c. are in the several cases. 

[Enclosure in the above.] 

8hipped on board the Alacrity, J. Finlay Master, 

:For His Royal Highness the P1ince l{egent : 

Two cases growing Plants, 
One case of Bulbs, 
One case of Seeds. 

:For the Emperor of .Austria: 

One case growing r>lants, 
One case of Bulbs, 
One case of Seeds. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from Lonn BATHURST to LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

COLONIAL 0FPICE, LONDON, 13 June 1817. 

MY Lo1m,-I do myself the honour to transmit to you Copies 
of a Correspondence which has passed between Mr. Goullmrn and 
Sir John Cm.dock relative to a Hcmuneration which Sir ,John 
Cradock has recommended should be made, and the Amount paid 
to Mrs. llill on account of her late lrnsbm1<l's services at the Cape 
of Good Hope, on the ground that an Allowance has been granted 
to the Head of the Commissariat Department at Mauritius for 
victualling the Colonial Corps which is not made at the Cape of 
Good Hope to the Officer there discharging- duties of a similar 
description. 

Although I consider it most ohjectionable to apply the practice 
of tho Mauritius to tho Cape of Good Hope in any case, and still 
more so when it is wished that the Anangement proposed 1,huuld 

 

 



Records of the Cape Colony. 353 

have a retrospective Operation, yet in the present Instance I shall 
be happy if Your Lordship should feel it to be in your power, 
without establishing an inconvenient precedent, to relieve the 
Distresses which Mr. Hill's death and the Circumstances pre­
ceding it have brought upon his "Widow and his family. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

[Original. J 
Letter from Lonn Cn.\.RLES So1rnnsET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE OP GooD IIorE, 18th June 1817. 

MY Lonn,--I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
your Lordship's dispatch No. 70, transmitting an application 
which has been addressed to your Lordship by an inhabitant of 
Liverpool, requesting information concerning a legacy which he 
alledges has been bequeathed to him by a relation deceased at 
this place, and in reply beg to transmit to your Lordship the 
enclosed copy of a report from the Orphan Board of this Settle­
ment (to ·whom I caused the application to be referred) which 
contains very satisfactory information on the subject. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY S0)1ERSET. 

[Original.] 

Lcttrr from LORD CnARLEH Sm,rnRSET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE OF GooD HoPE, 18th June 1817. 

l\1Y Lo1m,-ln complianee with your Lordship's desire, con­
tained in your Dispatch No. 79, I do myself the honour to return 
to your Lordship herewith the Document, being a power of attorney 
(Enclosed to me) e.·ecttted by a subject of \Vurtemberg residing 
at this place, the same having been duly verified by me. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) 

XL 

C11Anu:s IlJ.:.NRY SOMERSET. 

2 A 
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[Office Copy.] 

Letter from LORD BATHURST to LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

COLONIAL OFFICE, 19th June 1817. 

MY LORD,-1 do myself the honour to acquaint Your Lordship 
that with the privity of His Majesty's Government, His Majesty 
Louis the 18th has appointed M. Le Conte des Ecotais to act as 
French Agent for Commerce and Marine at the Cape of Good 
Hope, and I have to desire that Your Lordship would be pleased 
to receive M. des Ecotais in that Quality. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATilURST. 

[Original] 

Letter from LORD CHARLES SOMERSET to EARL BATHURST. 

GAPE OF Goon IloPE, June 21st 1817. 

MY LoRD,-The transport ship Lloyds arrived in Simon's Bay 
yesterday having on board 161 deserters as a reinforcement to the 
1st Battalion of the 60th Regiment, part of the Garrison of this 
place, and by the same opportunity I learn that other vessels with 
340 men more of the same class may be daily expected also for 
that Battalion. 

It is painful for me, my Lord, at a moment like the present to 
be under the necessity of calling your Lordship's attention from 
the weighty concerns which must engage your time and best 
exertions at home to the perilous situation of this distant Settle­
ment, but it is a duty I owe to the trust reposed in me not to 
disguise from your Lordship the slender thread by which we are 
now kept together. 1 

I have had the honour in more than one communication to 
state that a force of not less than 4000 men was adequate to the 
peace duties of this extensive country. His :Majesty's Government 
has found it expedient, nay imperative, to <lecide that not more 
than 2400 men shall be kept here under the present circumstances. 
To such a decision it is my bounden dnty to submit, and to concur 
with my most strenuous exertions in maki11g the reduced numbers 
answer the object proposed till more favourable times shall enable 
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ITis Royal Highness the Prince llegent to give further aid to our 
necessities. 

Your Lordship will do me the justice to helieve that I shall not 
shrink from any duty imposed upon me, however arduous, and you 
will feel that I am prepared to give every practicahle aid to the 
measures which I am called upon to give effect to. But, my Lord, 
I had calculated upon having at least, of the small force to which 
the troops entrusted to me are reduce<l, men upon whom depend­
ence can be placed. The service of the J<'rontier cannot be carried 
on under 1100 men, and upon this service I cannot employ the 
description of soldier of which the 60th Hegimeut is composed. 
] )esertion, there so easy, woul<l carry with it the greatest evils. 
The ground work of that corps is composed of foreigners, de,;erters 
from all nations, grumblers, and of general desperate and barl 
characters. To these are now to he added !i00 British deserters, 
and of this Regiment so composed the garrisons of this place and. 
of the Naval Arsenal at Simon's Town, except a very few of the 
72nd Regiment, are to consist. Hitherto my <lependance has been 
on the Royal .Artillery and the '.21st J)ragoons, but the reduction 
of the former to about 30 men only at Cape Town, and the total 
removal of the latter to India leaves me without that or indeed 
any support on which I can rely. 

The slave population here, my Lord, is numerous and has been 
once in arms. There is too a spiJ:it of insubordination among 
that class, which did ttet exist, I am informed, in former times. 
The white population is scattered, and could not thrnughout the 
provinces give ea.ch other immediate assistance in case of 
emergency, be~ides which a great portion of that white population 
feels disappointed in the expectation which had been formed of 
the consequences and supposed advantages of British connection. 
Their ideas of Prosperity have been as a dream. From either class 
therefore what may not be apprehended if a spirit should manifest 
itself in the Garrison? Amongst the lGl (the reinforcement for 
the G0th Regiment) just arrived a plot was timely discovered 
which they had fonned for seizing and carrying off the vessel in 
which they were embarked, altho' a detachment of the 48th 
Hegiment was on board for the express purpose of guarding them, 
and the first acquaintance I shall have with them will be by 
hringing to trial (and to condign punishment if convicted) the 
ringbulPrs of this con,;piracy. 
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I have I trnc::t sai<l enough, m,v Lor,l, to shew your Lor,lship 
the <la11ger to which His :\lajl' ·ty's Possessions here will lie exposed 
so Jong as the ,lescription of Troops ernvloye,l hen' is not of a 
class in whom a Comrnarnler ean p11tce re]iaiice. I will not there­
fore say more upon it than to e.·press an earnest hope that your 
Lorch-hip will take mea,mres to have my anxiety relienid liy recom­
mending that the few Troops we haYe shoulll lJe such as can Le 
depended upon, arnl not likely to be warped from their 1luty. 

By the mail which also arrived from Englan<l this day by the 
Ship C'cres I have recei\·ed His Hoyal Highne. s the Commarnler in 
Chief's commands for the removal of Major Ueneral Jin11 from 
this staff to the Mauritius. It is not the pain which it gives me 
to part from an officer from whom I was receiving the most 
energetic support in my command and whose whole cornlnct has 
merited my warmest praise, whid1 renders it necessary for me to 
lose no time in addressing your Lor,lship upon the cmiseqnences 
of having no General Oflicer on the station, hut a doulil ari. es as 
to the per'on or per,,ons to "·hom the (fovernmcnt of thi,; Colony 
shall llevolve in case of any acci1lent happening to me. The ucxt 
officer in point of r.ink to myself here i,; Colonel Graham of the 
late Cape He!!;iment, but a,; lte is on half pay and is only employed 
as Commarnlant of Simons Town, I conceive his authorit • eannot 
extend beyond the limits of his commandantship, a half pay 
officer not being amenalile to Military La,v. U pun thi' point I 
must entreat your Lord hip's earliest instruction~. 

Should I be correr.t in my view of the subject, that ('o]onel 
C1 ham being on half pay an,l ho11ling 110 military employment 
u1Hler the King's signature m· warrant is incompetL•nt to a'- ume 
a command and cowse<piently the admi11i~trati11n of' the Covern­
rnent (,\hich in case of my demise fall on the ne t ';\!ilitary 
Oflicer) your Lord,;]1ip will pt•rcein• that \\i(lt the redncc(l <:arri. on 
we shnll henceforth have the a1lmi11istration of' tl1e ( ,uvcmrnent 
might devolve upon an ufl!ccr of irreat iue.·perience and COIJ..C<pwnt 
unfitness for the charge. I have &c. 

(Signed) UuAu11,s IIExuv So.MEitSET. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from LORD CII.\RLES SO)iERSET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE O~' Goon Hoi>E, 23rd June 1817. 

Mv LORD,-I have considerahle satisfaction in communicating 
to your Lordship the following circumstances which have occurred 
on our RasLern frontier since my return, as they serve to confirm 
me in the opinion I had formed of the efiicacy of the measures of 
policy and defence ,vhich I adopted when on the spot, and to 
prove to me that a perseverance in them will in all probability be 
crowned with the desirable effect of giving tranquillity to our 
long disturbe<l border. 

It will be in your Lordship's recollection that I had agreerl with 
the Caffre Chiefs assembled at the KaL Hiver, that in case of 
future depredation the cattle stolen should, if possible, be traced 
to the first Catl're Kraals to which the plunder should have been 
driven, and restitution forthwith demanded, and in case the cattle 
should not be in consequence restored, then a like number of 
Caffre cattle to that missing should be made responsible for that 
,vhich should have been purloined from our Colonists. 

On the 28th uf April notice was given to the officer commanding 
at Grahams Town that a small drove of 19 oxen had been surprized 
by some Caffres who had succeeded in returning with the plunder 
into their own countr~ Lieut. Vereker of the 83nl Hegimeut was 
immediately dispatched in pursuit of the Marauders wich 100 
men. The cattle were easily traced to the Kraals of IIabana ( a 
Chief who had not attended the Conference on the 2nd April), 
restitution was demalllled, ancl Lieut. Vereker gaye the Chief till 
the next morning to decide whether he would make it, first how­
ever securing a uumher of oxen equal to those stolen. \Vhen the 
morning dawned, in pl:tc~ of offering restitution, Lieut. V ereker 
fournl the heights around him cruwde<l with Catfres in a hostile 
attitmle, and Jinally reeeived a peremptory refusal uf satisfn,ctiuu; 
he therefore cmnmenced his retreat with the retrilmtiun he had 
possessed hinrnelf of. He ,rns watche<l arnl followed by the 
Caffres, but not mole'tcd until he got tu the Bed uf the Little Kat 
Hi ver, ,rhea presuming that narrow pass to be favorable to their 
ub,iect, they rnshe<l with grnat i mpetuusity upon Lieut. Vereker's 
detachment, making hunible shouts and casting their assagais 
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(spear,) at our people, Ly which three men were wounded. Lieut. 
Vereker drew up his party and commence,! firing upon the Caffrcs, 
by whidt 5 men were immediately killed ancl many others 
wounded, but the Caffres fled in every direction and Lieut. 
Vereker returned to Urnhams Town with the 19 head of cattle, 
whid1 were restored to the per,;ous who had been plnnderrnl. 

Notice hereof was immediately given to the Chief Gaika, arnl 
intelligence was shortly after received from that chief which gave 
room to suppose that the greatest goo1l faith might be expected 
from him and the agreements entered into implicitly executed, for 
it appeared that he was actually collecting all such horses as had 
latterly Leen stolen from the Colonists, and in effect on the 
25th of May his interpreter and a small party of Uaffres arrived at 
(;rahams Town with 53 horses which Guika had recovered, and the 
interpreter Lrought wor,l that his Chief would be able to collect 
30 more which he would immediately restore. He also stated 
that much difficulty had occurred in cfotinguishing Caffre from 
Colonial oxen, and therefore he had not succeeded in collecting 
stolen cattle, but that if such farmers as had suffered might Le 
permitted by their l\Iagistrates to visit the Caffre Kraals, and 
could recognize their cattle among the Uaffre herds, he (Uaika) 
would give them every facility in his power for their recovery. 

There is ia this occurrence an appearance of good faith from 
which the best hope may be deduced, and I am particularly 
satisfie<l at the restoration of the horses. The Caffres as yet do 
11ot liree1l horses, all<l they possess none hut by plunder from the 
Colony; J.ut if they di,l pus. ess them and were used to their 
management, "ith their activity they would be far more dangerous 
ueighlioms than they now are. 

These <:ircnmRtanees, apparently trivial, have nevertheless cans<id 
a strong sen. ation here, ttll(l have raised the hopes of the Colonists 
who see in them the effect of the protection which this Govern­
ment a/lords them ; awl the prospect which begins to open of 
liaving the border settlccl hy immigmtion from C:ren.t Britain keeps 
up those spirits which the pressure npon us fr m the sad e ·igencies 
of the times ltad cau ed co11sidemhly to droop. 

Mr. l\[oodie, whom your Lordship recommernled to me all(l who 
brought with him 00 Mechanicks ea.ily procured for them employ­
ment upon terms highly ad\·autageous to themselves, and he is 
now goiug to the Zuurveld to examine its capaLilitio for his 
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further projects. I shall therefore strain every nerve to keep up 
the Force on the frontier to its present numbers, being convi.nced 
that by giving security to the settlers on the Eastern frontier, they 
will ultimately be enabled to protect themselves, and thus with 
a little perseverance and firmness gradually, but slowly, diminish 
the necessity of keeping a Military Establishment in the inner 
districts except for the garrisoning of :Fort Frederick at .Algoa 
Bay, which must be always strongly occupied. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SOMERSET. 

[Original.] 

Return of Troops serving at the Cape of Good Hope on the 
25th of June 1817. 

Officers of all ranks 197 
Sergeants, Trumpeters, Drummers, and Rank and File : 

Royal Artillery 216 
Royal Engineers 11 
21st Light Dragoons 864 
60th Foot 77 4 
83rd Foot 822 
72nd ]foot 907 
Cape Regiment (Grahams Town) 550 

Grand Total 4341 
Prize Negroes allotted to the Army 68 

(Signed) C. H. SOMERSET, 
General Commanding. 

L Original. J 
Leiter from LORD CIIARLES SOMERSET to EARL BATIIURST. 

CAPE OF GooD HOPE, July 19th 1817. 

MY DEAR Lo1m,-My absence from Cape Town till the end of 
April and several circumstances since my return have combined 
to retard the transmission of the public accounts of this Colony 
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up to December 31st last, but I hope now that a very few days 
will complete them, and that I shall be enabled to transmit them 
by the first secure opportunity. In the mean time I cannot 
refrain from transmitting the statement of our Finances up to 
December 31st 181G. I am not a little gratified in being able to 
send your Lordship this statement, and I trust when you consider 
that the Cape Regiment was not reduced at that period, and that 
the Lieutenant Governor's salary was paid up to that time, in 
short that no one reduction ordered from home had then taken 
place, you will think my endeavours to economize our colonial 
expenditure have succeeded to your expectations. How far we 
shall be able to stand the struggle we arc now to encounter I 
will not pretend to prophecy, but the annihilating our main 
export (the Commissary's Bills 011 England) so encreases the 
exchange against us, that I cannot be sanguine. I grieve to say 
that the absence of Cavalry on our Bonlers has already been felt. 
It is impossible to render abortive the plun<lering of the Kaffers 
without the assistance of that arm. If two, or even only one, 
squadron of British cavalry could be sent here (the horses and 
men could be fe<l at the Colonial expense), their services would be 
incalculably beneficial and useful. I mention this to your Lordship 
in a private letter, because I <lo not like to urge in an official 
dispatr:b any measures at variance with the existing decrees ancl. 
intentions of Goverumen1,, but we have early expectations of 
emigration from Emope to a eonsidernLle exteut, and it Lecomes 
therefore of tenfold more importance that that umivalled country 
which Lorders the Great .Fi~h 1 {i ver should. Le free from the 
depredations of our savage neighbours. The Chiefs have kept gooJ 
faith since my conference with Gaika, and had the cavalry re­
mained I am couvinced a Kaffer depredation would Ly this time 
be unknown. 

Permit me, my dear Lord, to say one word more respecting the 
Barrack Department here. It is one of enormous expense, and 
a source of great uneasiness on that account to me. When I 
came here I foun<l three officers employed in it, a Deputy Barra<"k 
Master Oencral and two assistants. One of the latter has been 
vacant within this twelvemonth, but I have been obliged to 
reappoint to it, because I consider the Deputy Barrack l\faster 
General and the senior assistant so incompetent to govd mo 1w.r1e-
1nent that I continue the second assistant in oruer to have one 
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efficient officer to manage this expen~ive Department. I found 
the other two persons in their situations when I came here. 
Your Lordship knows what a millstone round one's neck an 
inefilcient officer is. I hope the system I suggested of placing 
this Department under the superintendence of the Deputy 
Quarter Master General, with an intelligent Clerk of the Works 
under him will be adopted. 

I expressed myself so fully m:;pecting the species of soldier our 
liLlle army here is compo~e<l of, in my letter to your Lordship of 
the ~1st June last, that I forbear to ~ay more now than that my 
apprehensions on that subject are by no means diminished. 

l must again mention the unnecessary expense of a Lieut. 
Colonel of Artillery here. We have but GS Artillery men in the 
Colony, only 17 of whid1 are at Head <iuarters, notwithstanding 
which there is exclusive of iwo Captains, ( one of whom is a 
Drernt ~Iajor) a Lieutenant Colonel commanding, receiving 20s. 
per day as Commandant of ArLillery, exclusiYe of his pay as 
Lieutenant Colonel, an allowance of lodging money of £15li per 
annum, and forage for three horses. The whole of this 1 regard 
as unnecessary. 

Your Lonlship will, I am sure, pardon the trouble I cause you. 
1 am led to do it by my anxiety in the cause in "·hich I am 
engaged. Believe me &c. 

(Signed) C. 11. SmrnmmT. 

L Original.] 

Lrttcr from LORD CITA!lLES 80,nms1n to MAJOR GE"1ERAL 

Sm II1,xRY TormE~s. 

('Arlll m· Goon liOPE, July '2:itl, 1817. 

Sm,-1 have the honor to state to you for the information of 
His Hoyal Highness The Commander in Chief, that in conformity 
to irnitrudious received from JliR l\1ajesty's 8ecrettiry of Staie for 
the l'olonies, (Earl Bathurst) the C:tpe llegiment was ordered to 
he disbanded on the ~4th clay of ,June last, but in consequence of 
its being found imli. pensa hie to retain a small portion of this 
force in aid of the defence of the frontiers, ,mu some others 
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mounted for the purposes of communication since the with<lrawing 
the cavalry from this station, I have refunned the Uolouial Uorps 
upon the following Establishment, viz. 

One captain, 
Two lieutenants, 
Two ensigns, 
One sergeant-major, 
One quarter master sergeant, 
Seven sergeants, 
Seven corporals, 
Two buglers, 
One hundred and fifty Privates, Light Infantry ; 

And Mounted 

One troop sergeant-major, 
:Five sergeants, 
Five corporals, 
Fifty privates. 

The names of the officers are, 

Capt. W. W. Harding, retained from the Cape Regiment. 
Lieutenants: 0. Stockenstrom, Ensign of Do. 

C. H. Somerset, Do. 1st B. 60th Uegt. 
Ensigns : P. S. Knight, retained from the Cape Regiment. 

John Vll.n Ryneveld, Gent. 

As the men of this Corps will be extremely detached, and as 
it is found expedient to station one subaltern permanently at 
the :Missionary 1nstitution of Theopolis, (wilh arms for the 
Hottentots of that Institution when their services might be 
required), it is not possible Lo retain fewer Lhau four subaltern 
o!licers. 

I trust that His Uoyal Highness the Commander in Chief may 
be graciously pleased to approve of this arrangement, and with 
His Hoyal Highness's recommendation to His l{oyal l [ighness the 
Prince Regent to have the respective commissions confirmed. 

The promotion of Ensigns 0. Stockenstrom and 0. IL Homcrset 
to be lieutenants arises from the lieutenants of the late corps 
having expressed their wish to decline this species of service. 

Mr. John van Hynevold is the young gentleman I had the 
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honor to introduce to the notice of His Royal Highness the 
Commander in Chief in my letter to you of the 18th of November 
181G, and who is noted for a Commission as you were so good 
to inform me in your letter of the 17th of February last. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SOl\lEJtSET, 
General Commanding the Forces at the Cape of Good Hope. 

[Original.] 

Return of Troops serving at the Cape of Good Hope on the 
25th of July 1817. 

Officers of all ranks 204: 
Sergeants, Trumpeters, Drummers, and Rank and File: 

Royal Artillery 216 
Sappers and Miners 11 
G0th :Foot 988 
83rd :Foot 821 
72nd }foot 907 
Cape Regiment (Grahams Town) 550 
Royal African Corps (Simons Town). 426 

Prize Negroes 
Grand Total 4123 

68 

(Signed) C. H. SOMERSET, 
General Commanding. 

[Office Copy.] 

Ldtcr f rurn LonD DATIIUR::;T to LORD CHARLES So:-.rnRSET. 

COLONIAL OFFICE, 28th July 1817. 

l\1Y Loun,-Various Applications have during the last year 
heeu a<klressed to His Majesty's Government by persons who are 
desirous of emigrating frolll this Country and forming Establish­
ments in the Colonies; and the Cape ?f Good Hope has been 
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more than once selected by them as the one in which they have 
consicfored it likely that a Settlement might be atternled with 
Success. I have however deferred giving any particular en­
couragement to such undertakings or entering into a discussion 
of the terms upon which the parties were willing to engage in 
them, because I ,rns desirous in the first Instance of ascertaining 
Your Lordship's Sentiments as to the success of an extensive 
Settlement of European Cultivators at the Cape, and as to the 
Nature ancl degree of encouragenwnt which it woul<l be possible 
or probable to affonl to them; but as the desire of emigrating 
continues to prevail, I am anxious to receive from your Lord hip 
such information as may enable me in reply to the several 
.Applicants to state the principle upon which Settlements at the 
Cape would be established, and the degree of encouragement it 
would receive. 

In affording me such information You will not fail to consider, 
1st ·what Species of Cultivation it woul1l be advisable to promote 
in preference to others, 2ndly \Vhether in granting Lands it would 
be advisable to make a considerable Grant to one lndi Yidual who 
might procure subordinate Labourers for itH Cultirntion, or 
,vhether small Grants to Individual Cultivators would not be 
preforahle. 

3dly Whether exemption from Taxes for a limited periocl could 
be alloweJ with safety to the Hevenue, arnl what other encourage­
ments or Assistance yon consider ade11uate to secure tbe :-;ucce:;s 
of industrious Settlers. 1 haYe &c. 

(Signed) B.\.TIIUltST. 

I omce Cupy.J 

Letter froni Lo1tD BATIWHST lo J,OJ'll CIL\ItLES RO~IEJtSI:T. 

Co1.11N1AL 011·1cE, :Jo .July 1817. 

:1fv Loun,-.A Communication having hecn made tu this Oflic1.l 

by Mr. Courtenay on the part of the ()\\ ncrs of the .Ami~ton 
Transport upon the Subject of the 1n·ocee<b ari ·ing from the Sale 
of the Ve sel in question, l reque t Your Lordship would be 
pleased to give directions that the Amount which is stak1l to ham 
been lutlgetl in the Lomlianl Bank at the Cape . honlJ he remittc,l 
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to Mr. Courtenay, in order that proper Steps may be taken by 
him for distributing the same among the several Claimants : and 
I have further to request Your Lordship would at the same time 
cause Copies to be transmitted to this Country of the Account 
Sales and proceeds for the satisfaction of the parties interested. 

[Copy.] 

I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

Proclamation by LORD CHARLES SmrnRSET. 

Whereas the lenient principles of His Majesty's Government, 
seconned by the humane disposition of the inhabitants, have 
gradually conciliated the fears and the animosity of that unhappy 
class of people the Bosjesmen, and excited their confidence : And 
whereas it has appeared to me, that the Dosjesmen have been for 
some time past, either from poverty, difficulty of maintenance, 
ann removing their children from one place to another, in the 
habit of leaving such children with the richer and more humane 
farmers who, from compassion, were willing to receive and main­
tain such deserted children, until reclaimed by their parents: And 
whereas there is a tendency to abuse the best principles, and evil 
disposed pernons may bo.J;empted to pervert so good an example: 

And whereas it becomes the bounden duty of the representative 
of a benign and humane SoYereign, to encourage that benevolence 
and charity which protects the neglected and deserted orphan 
from destruction, and to punish with the utmost severity, acts of 
so atrocious a nature, which may induce savage parents, for a 
paltry bribe, to divest themselves of their natural feelings, and 
sell Lheir children, or by fraud or force, or even murder, to acquire 
possession of the children of others for the purpose of sale; 

Be it hereby ordered and declared, that unless in the case of 
imminent danger to the life of the child, no inhabitant, without 
the previous knowledge of the fiel<l-cornet nearest to his residence, 
shall take, receive, or give any graLuity for a child to his parents, 
cruar<lians, or others offering to dispose of such child, except in 
b h . case of some well-grounded appre ens10n of death to the child, 
either from famine, irritation of the parents, or any other case 
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which may induce such inhabitant to believe it necessary for the 
safety of such child to recPive it; in such case, such inhabitant 
shall, as soon as possible, give notice to the field-cornet of the 
transaction, with an accurate description of the child, its sex, and 
supposed age, the names aml descriptions of the parents, guardians, 
or such persons from whom it was received; ancl shall, if thought 
necessary, give security to restore the child when deman<le<l, 
subject however to the subsequent conditions and regulations, 
under a penalty of 200 rix dollars, which penalty shall be 
recoverable by process in the court of land<lrost and hecmraaden, 
and appropriated. to the district treasury. And be it further 
declared, that if any person he guilty of encouraging, hy purchase 
or by promise, Bos,iesmen or other savages to give up their own 
children, or procuring children by phm<ler, depredation or fraud, 
by the laws of all civilized nations, manstealing is the hi,! .. diest 
offence, and will be punished as ell'lewherc, to the utmost extent of 
the law; and that such procurements amount to such offonce and 
crime, and will he punished accorilingly. 

And whereas it is necessary to encourage a humane di~position 
in the farmers and residents in the neighbourhood of the Bosjesmen, 
and other savage tribes; 

ne it further ordere<l and declared, that when any inhabitant, 
with the knmdedge and consent of the fiPld-cornet and lancldrost, 
shall have received any infant under the computed age of five 
years, and maintained it until the age of ten years ; or shall }1ave 
received any child above the compntecl age of five years, and 
under that of eight years, and shall have maintained such chi1d 
until its computed twelfth year-that iu such case it shall he 
lawful for such inhabitant to apply to the landdrrn,t of his 
district, who shall apprentice such child, be it male or female, to 
such inhabitant, hy whom he or she may have het'n so maintained, 
in ca e he be willing to receive such apprentice for ten yearn, 
provided the landdrost l,e satisfied that the pernon to whom the 
Bosjesman infant is to he so bound is a person of humanity, and 
one upon whom strict reliance for the good treatment of the 
apprentice may be placed. And in case the person who has 
maintained the Bosjesman for the period of eight yearn, shall not 
be willing to take such Bosje.'lman as an apprentice for the term of 
ten years, or that the person in question be not such upon "ho,e 
humanity or circumRtanres thP 1anddrost can place reliance for tlw 
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good treatment of the Bosjesman to be apprenticed, then the 
landdrost is hereby authorised to bind such Bosjesman unto such 
other humane person, within his district, as he shall think fit for 
the period aforesaid. 

The deeds of apprenticeship ( a form whereof will be transmitted 
to the respective landdrosts) are to be made in duplicate, and to be 
signed by the landdrost and the party to whom the apprentice is 
bound; one deed whereof is to remain in the records of the 
drostdy, in charge of the secretary, and one to be delivered to the 
master of the apprentice. 

The respective landdrosts are here by ordered to keep an exact 
register of all Bosjesmen, male or female, apprenticed according 
to the above-detailed regulations, and to transmit annually the 
same for my information. 

And be it further ordered and declared, that when a child of the 
computed age of eight years or upwards shall have been received 
and maintained by an inhabitant until the age of fourteen, that 
then and in such case such inhabitant shall apply to the landdrost, 
who shall, under the same rules and regulations, apprentice such 
boy or girl for a period not exceeding that during which it has 
been maintained. 

And that no person may plead ignorance hereof, this shall be 
published and affixed as usual. 

God save the King ! 
Given under my hand ~d seal, at the Cape of Good Hope, this 

8th day of August 1817. 
(Signed) C. H. SOMERSET. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter f1·om LORD BATHURST to LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

COLONIAL OFFICE, 10 August 1817. 

MY LORD,-1 have the honour to acquaint Your Lordship that 
I have been induced to grant to Mr. Beelaerts van Blokland, 
Secretary Lo the Court of Justice at the Cape of Good Hope, 
Leave of absence for the space of One Year, to enable him to 
attend to the settlement of bis private Affairs. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

 

 



368 Rrrords of the Cape Colony. 

[Original.l 

Letter from LORD UHAHLEH So,mmmT to E.un, TIATIIUHRT. 

CAPE Ot' Goon lfoPE, 15th A11gu~t 1817. 

MY Lmm,-1 have tho liononr to inform your Lorclship that 
tho Count De Las CasaR and his son have taken their passage on 
hoard the English Brig 1Jrilli11 ,it, Captain Young, 1,ound to 
London direct. 

Captain Young is the bearer of this despatch, which I have 
directed him to have put into the Post Office the moment he 
comes to anchor. I have &c. 

(Signed) CIIAHLE:-i HEXRY S0\1ERHET. 

[ Original.] 

Letter froni LORD CnAHLES So\IERHET to Kun, BATHURST. 

CAPE OF Goon IloPE, IG/h Aug11Bt 1817. 

MY Lonn,-1 have the honour to acknowled.~e tho receipt of a 
lP-tler from Mr. Goulhurn written by Your Lordship's direction on 
the 3rd January last, giving cover to one from Mr. A. McDonald, 
Deputy Lieutenant of the County of Inverness, on the . uhject of 
certain funds due to the late Mr. D. McDonald, whose estate was 
administered by the Orphan Uhamher at this place, and in reply 
beg to transmit to your Lordship herewith a copy of a report from 
the President of the Orphan Board of this Settlement, from which 
it appears that there remains a balance in their hands at the 
disposal of the heirs of the said estate to the amount of Rix­
dollars 1857 .. 12 sts. I have &c. 

(Signed) Cl!AJtLJ,8 lIE~RY Srnrn1t8ET. 

r Original.] 

Letter jroni Loun Un.\HLEH Rm1E1tHET to EAHI, BATIIUHRT. 

CAPE OP GooD HorE, August 18th 1817. 

MY Lo1rn,-I have tho honour to acknowled«o the receipt of 
your Lordship's dispatch of the 16th of April last in reply to 
mine of the 23rd January last respecting the Count de Las Casas 
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and his son, I much regret that I should not have considered 
your Lordship's instructions conveyed in your dispatch No. 46 as 
altogether applicable to the circumstances under which the Count 
and his son were sent to this place by Sir Hudson Lowe. Your 
Lordship's orders related to such persons as should have been 
desirous of withdrawing from St. Helena, whilst the Count de Las 
Casas and his son were arrested by Sir Hudson Lowe, and so sent 
hither. Sir Hudson expressed to me at the same time that it 
would be desirable " upon the strongest public grounds " that 
they should be detained in this Settlement until answers should 
have been received from His Majesty's Government upon the 
Count's case. These circumstances and the notices which are 
more fully detailed in my communication of the 23rd of January 
have governed my conduct in refusing to facilitate the Count's 
departure from hence, altho' at his urgent request I had acceded 
to the grant of passports to his son, which (as I foresaw) were 
immediately declined. In the mean time, my Lord, every 
attention in my power and consistent with the peculiar situation 
of these persons has been afforded them on my part. Upon their 
first arrival, they were furnished with apartments for a few days 
in the house antecedently occupied by the Colonial Secretary, 
when they removed to my residence at Newlands, in consequence 
of my having offered the Count the use of that Gov1::rnment house 
during my absence in the Interior of the Colony. They occupied 
this place nearly three :tijOnths, were attended by my servants, 
and every comfort and convenience afforded them, and placed 
under no restraint whatever ( except that Major General Hall was 
to be made acquainted with the persons who visited them) altho' 
the Count has since repeatedly applied the term of Captij to his 
situation. Previous to my return home I procured them Apart­
ments in the best house at Tygerberg, about 15 miles from Cape 
Town, with every convenience which this Country affords and 
beyond what is usually met with, by every room in the house 
being provided with a fire place. I enter into these particulars 
from the certainty I have that the Count proposes to make out a 
case of grievance, which case will probably be in every point 
exaggerated. 

The Count has frequently complained of ill health, and upon 
every occasion I have been anxious to furnish him with the best 
medical assistance, Dr. Barry (who attends my own family ant! 
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with whose professional skill the Count has expressed himself 
highly satisfied) has constantly prescribed for him, but the 
Doctor's opinion has uniformly been (until the last visit he paid 
him at Tygerberg) that the Count had not any active disease, and 
indeed I have good grounds for supposing that altho' at the 
Count's age he may naturally be subject to occasional ailment, 
yet that those ailments have purposely been macle more of than 
necessary, and during the last few days when he has come into 
Cape Town to provide his passage to England (although he stated 
himself to me to be so ill as to be incapable of the smallest 
exertion) he has continued daily to go about visiting his 
acquaintance. 

I beg to assure your Lordship that I have not put the Count 
under any other restraint than that of refusing my consent to his 
coming to Cape Town and withholding facilities for his departure 
previous to receiving your Lordship's communication upon that 
subject. 

The Count has now agreed for his passage on board the Brilliant 
Brig, Capt. Young, bound to London direct, and I have given the 
master a letter to your Lordship with directions to forward it 
upon arrival without delay, in order that your Lordship may have 
the earliest notice thereof. I have also apprized Captain Young 
that his passengers are not to be allowed to land until he receives 
your Lordship's Instructions, thereby complying with your Lord­
ship's intentions as expressed in your letter of the lGth July 1316. 

The Count has latterly made application to me to defray the 
expense of his passage to England, which I have not thought 
myself warranted to comply with, as he is not supposed to be in 
want of means to provide himself with what is necessary, and 
indeed does not apply for it under that plea, but he makes it a 
further grievance that he is only permitted to em bark in a ship 
bound to England, anu argues therefore that he should not be 
compelled to pay for what he calls "une continuitc de detention." 
Indeed his letters to me for some time have Leen troublesome and 
full of exaggerated and often unfounded complaints, but I have 
been very guarded in declining to enter into correspondence with 
him, and I cannot but sincerely rejoice that he is leaving us. 
The expense of his maintenance lrn.s Leen very lmrthensome to 
the Colony, but under all circumstances I consider your Lordship's 
authority applicaLle to this case. 
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I enclose for your Lordship's perusal a copy of the Count's last 
letter to the Colonial Secretary, from which your Lordship will 
see the nature of his style and the tone he assumes in the con­
sideration of his own case. I have &c. 

(Signed) CIIARLES HENRY SOMERSET. 

[Enclosure in the auove.7 

MoNSIEUR,-J e profite de la voie rcguliere de votre Office pour 
vous prier de mettre sous les yeux de son Excellence le Gouver­
neur, que d'aprcs sa direction du 9 du courant, je vais conclure 
avec le Ca.pitaine Young du Batiment le Brilliant, de 236 tonneaux 
et de 12 hommes d'equipage que je compte si ma sante et celle de 
mon fils le permettent, m'y embarquer dans la semaine sous les 
restrictions qu'il m'a signifiees et que je prie de me faire expedier 
les passeports necessaires. 

Monsieur, des que le hasard m'a fait connoitre la decision de 
S. E. relativement a mon depart qui etait que je devois moi meme 
chercher mon passage et pourvoir a sa depense, bien qu'il soit 
notoire que l'autorite m'ait envoye ici contre mon gre et que les 
restrictions sur les quelles elle permet mon depart en fassent une 
continuite de detention, sitot, dis je, que j'ai connu cette decision 
de S. E. j'ai cu l'honneur de lui ecrire, en date d11 5 du courant, 
que tout en m'empressant d'y obeir, je me permettois, chemin 
fesant, quelques observations. S. E. le Gouverneur ne m'a fait 
l'honneur d'y repondre. J e suis loin de vouloir accroitre ici les 
arguments sur les quels je fondois mon opinion contraire. Je n'ai 
pas le projet d'importuner S. E. a cet egard, non plus que dE, 
l'amener a une decision differente. J e desire seulement ausi que 
je le demandois dans ma lettre qu'elle veuille bien me faire 
connoitre son refus officiel et positif de pourvoir a mon passag~. 

C'est une dcmande, Monsieur, que je vous prie de mettrc sous 
les yeux du G ouvcrneur. Jc· vous pric aussi, Monsieur, de trans­
mettrc a S. E. par la memo occasion mes rcmerciments et ma 
rcconnoissance pour toutes Jes ci vilitcs, politesses, et bon traite­
ments que je puis en avoir rec,m durant ma trop longue et 
malheureuse detention dans la Colonic. L'amertume dont S. E. a 
remple mon cocnr, commo dcpositairc et organo de l'autorite. 
Les jours prccieux qu'e1le a retrancbe de ma vie, l'affreux etat de 
ma sante qui en est la consequence ne souroient nH' rendre injuste 
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et m'empecher de reconnoitre la noblesse et la grace qu'elle a 
parfois employe vis a vis de moi. J'ai un vif regret que ma 
situation m'ait privee de le lui exprimer moi meme ainsi que de 
lui presenter les devoirs et les respects qu'on doit au Gouverneur 
de la Colonie. Agreez, Monsieur, !'assurance de la parfaite con­
sideration avec la quelle j'ai l'honneur d'etre, Monsieur, votre tres 
humble et tres obeissant serviteur. 

(Signe) LE CTE. DE LAS CASAS. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from LORD BATHURST to LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

DOWNING STREET, 20th .Augu,t 1817. 

MY LORD,-1 had yesterday the honor of receiving Your Lord­
ship's dispatch of the 7th June announcing the Measures which 
had been taken for removing part of the Detachment which had 
been stationed at Tristan d'Acunha, and submitting to my con­
sideration whether it might not be expedient to continue to occupy 
that Island, and I take the earliest Opportunity of acquainting 
Your Lordship that if the extra Expence of maintaining there a 
sufficient Detachment for the mere purpose of securing the 
Sovereignty of Great Britain can be defrayed from the Revenue 
of the Cape of Good Hope, as I understand from Your Dispatch 
to be Your Lordship's View of the Case, I can have no difficulty 
in instructing Your Lordship to retain possession of the Islanu 
until further Orders. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from LORD BATHURST to LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

COLONIAL 0FFIOE, 25th .Attgllllt 1817. 

MY LORD,-1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
Your Lortlship's Dispatch No. 82, enclosing the Copy of a Letter 
which you had forwarded to His Royal Highness the Commander 
in Chief from Major General Hall, and recommending that an 
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Allowance of 30 Shillings per diem should be granted to him as 
Commandant of the garrison of the Cape, from the period of his 
Arrival, the 1st of January last; and I beg to acquaint Your 
Lordship in answer that as General Hall has been directed to 
proceed to the Mauritius, and as it is not intended to replace him 
by another general Officer, it does not appear to be necessary to 
make any permanent .Arrangement to meet a Charge for such 
Extra Pay to a General Officer at the Cape. But considering the 
Expence to which General Hall may have been exposed during 
his temporary residence in the Colony, I have no objection that 
such an .Allowance should be made to him for that period, as may 
in Your Lordship's Opinion be adequate to meet the Extra Charge 
which has been imposed upon him. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from LORD BATHURST to LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

COLONIAL OFFICE, 25th Au.gitst 1817. 

MY LoRD,-I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
your Letter of the 19 of May marked Private, transmitting to me 
the result of your enquiries into the state of certain Negroes 
apprenticed to the late Mr . .A. Tennant, and further detailing the 
Measures which you had adopted for the Comfort and Instruction 
of that part of the black population of the Colony which consisted 
of Mozambique Negroes whose period of .Apprenticeship had 
expired. The statement which you have transmitted with respect 
to the former part is so distinct and clear a refutation of the 
Charge contained in the paper which I transmitted to you on the 
29th June 181G, that it only remains for me to congratulate Your 
Lordship upon having at hancl the Means of giving it so incontro­
vertible a contradiction. .And with respect to the other part of 
your Letter, I have only to express my entire .Approbation of the 
Measures which you have adopted, and which I cannot but 
consider as best calculated to render the Individuals who are 
the subjects of it useful and happy Members of Society, and thus 
in conferring the greatest benefits upon themselves to promote the 
prosperity of the Settlement, the real interests of whieh you ltavc 
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during the course of Your administration so successfully promoted. 
I avail myself also of this Opportunity of acknowledging Your 
dispatch No. 84, and of expressing my satisfaction at fin<ling that 
the statement of Mr. Fisher with respect to the prevalence of 
infanticide at the Cape was so utterly devoid of foundation. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

[Original.] 

lfferno1·anditm by Mn. JAMES CALLANDER. 

CAPE OF Goon HoPE, Atigust 1817 . 

.At present there is a Captain of one of His Majesty's ships 
with his master and the master attendant of this naval yard on a 
survey of the Nysna Iliver near Plettenberg's Bay, the former 
residence of Mr. Callander for upwards of five years when he was 
examining the forests, bays, and rivers of that part of the Colony 
by order of Earl McCartney and General Dundas, having left 
Cape Town for that purpose in December 1708, at which time the 
Dutch had been in possession of this Colony 150 years without 
having even put a boat on this fine navigable river and noble 
harbour. Mr. Callander was at the expence of sending a boat by 
sea from the Cape to l)lettenberg's bay and from thence 24 miles 
by land on a waggon to the Nysna, where he had built a small 
house for his residence, and he had no reason to be sorry for the 
trouble and expence of this boat his utmost wishes thereby being 
gratified by finding this beautiful river and harbour navigable for 
ships of large draught of water, having at low water 3 fathoms 
and at high water 4 fathoms on the shoalest parts of the channel, 
and having excellent situations for building and launching ships 
of the largest dimensions, having a fine tream of fresh water to 
be brought to the situation for a wharf by pipes for the use of 
shipping and any establishment of a village or town either on the 
island named Steen Buck a few hundred yards from the intended 
wharf or contiguous on other ground in the line of the stream. 

The intention of this survey is to examine and report for 
forming an establishment there by placing a resident who is to 
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have the management of conducting the whole establishment, of 
taking ships out and into the river, having under his management 
a certain number of slaves or other men and boats, for the purpose 
of receiving timber to be shipped to England for the use of His 
Majesty's dock-yards from these extensive and fine forests. 
Mr. Callander's local knowledge of the country and people and 
his perfect knowledge of the river may be an inducement to his 
being placed as resident. 

The safety of shipping going into and out of this river is by 
having several heavy anchors laid down with buoys for the purpose 
of warping, on account of the danger of meeting a contrary wind 
in the narrow channel by sailing in with light fair winds. .An 
instance of this lately happened to one of His Majesty's brigs. 
But another of His Majesty's ships was more fortunate; she 
carried her fair wind up to the anchorage. This will generally be 
the case when the S.E. winds blow fresh which blow right up, 
but light southerly winds are dangerous to trust to . 

.And there is no other way of going in when the winds are 
northerly but by warping, and the best time for this is during 
the first quarter ebb, before the tide begins to run strong, which 
it does during the spring tides at the rate of 5 and 6 miles per 
hour, if much rain has fallen. And altho' the entrance be deep, 
yet owing to the narrow opening I have seen a high break all 
across when it has been blowing long at sea, owing to the heavy 
S.W. swell rolling in QZ?- this coast; here is no bay to endanger a 
ship being embayed, she can at any time stand in, and proceed 
again to sea. 

(Signed) J. CALLANDER. 

(Copy.] 

Letter from LIEUTENANT COLONEL Bmn to the REVEREND 

Mu. IIouau. 
CAPE TowN, 0th September 1817. 

MY DEAR Sm,-Upon the best reflexion I have been able to 
give to the subject, which has been under consideration since 
Mr. Thom's suggestions have been before Lord Charles, I am 
inclined to think that the good which would ensue from any 
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coersive measures for the propagation of Christianity among tlto 
class of Slaves, is very problematical, and that no practical benefit 
would be derived from appropriating a place of worship, distinct 
from the national church for their resort, but that some good, and 
indeed much good may be done by exhortation from tho Pulpit, 
and the example of such zealous persons who may think it their 
duty to establish in the interior of their families some system of 
instruction for that class of Society. This is however but a partial 
view of an important subject and is not meant to be applied 
except to the body of adult Slaves. The radical reform, so much 
wanted, must I apprehend be begun upon with infants, and with 
these I am inclined to hope it might be undertaken with consider­
able success, and I will go further and state that I think it the 
bounden duty of the British Government to pay the greatest and 
earliest attention to a subject upon which the welfare of this 
Colony so materially depends, The Laws of the Colony, as they 
now stand, are obligatory on the proprietors of Slaves to givo 
them instruction in the Christian Religion and there is a heavy 
penalty on such as permit their Slaves to embrace the Mahom­
medan faith. These injunctions have been sadly neglected, nor is 
it here the place to inquire into the causes which have led to the 
apathy, which too evidently exists upon this serious subject, but 
it may be reasonably argued, that the enforcement of a System 
which should have this object in view, in conformity to the Laws 
as they now stand, would not meet with that opposition, or rather 
with that counteraction which might be expected, were the preju­
dices or interests of the Slave proprietary interfered with. 

Taking therefore the existing Laws as a basis, I would construct 
upon that, and enforce the education of Slave Children, (beginning 
at G years old) in the Christian Religion. ]for this purpose I 
should propose to erect two Schools in Uapo Town upon a largo 
scale, one for Males, the other for Females (for I hold an early 
separation of the Sexes highly essential to morality). To these 
Schools it should be imperative upon Masters and Mistresses, 
inhabitants of Cape Town, to send all their Slave Children f1om 
the age of Six Years to that of Twelve, furnishing them with 
provisions for the day, as I should think it necessary that the 
Children should not leave the Schools from the period at which 
they shall open in the morning, till that at which they shall be 
closed for the Night, nor should a child be excused from at-

 

 



Records of the Cape Colony. 377 

tendance on any consideration ( certified ill health excepted). 
Each school should have an extensive enclosed play ground, in 
which a great part of the day should be passed in those recreations 
which are so necessary to Children, as to be in fact as conducive 
to their moral character as to their health and constitutional 
strength. 

It is unnecessary to detail the mode into which the interior of 
these Schools should be divided, that being an arrangement which 
it was not the purport of this short Memorandum to enter into, 
but I proceed to say that under the joint superintendence of the 
Clergy and higher Civil Authorities, instruction would be here so 
rapid, that Baptism might in a very short time be administered to 
the greatest number of the Infants. Thus then a system would 
be set on foot for permanently establishing a class of men and 
women, brought up in the Christian faith. It will be seen that I 
propose that the Infants should continue in this course of instruc­
tion from 6 to 12 years, a period during which it is supposed the 
principles of religion and morality may be so grounded in them, 
that altho' from the errors evident in humanity, many may be 
found to fail in their riper years, yet that the early imprinted 
sentiments may be expected to return even to these, and make 
the most lasting and beneficial impressions upon the general con­
duct of the majority. But this is not the only subject I would 
propose in founding these Establishments (which in miniature I 
would open in every Town in the Settlement). I should wish to 
see in them a stepping stone only to replacing in this happily 
situated country, a free labouring class in lieu of those Slaves, 
whose unnecessary introduction into this clime, brought with it 
the germ of an impure faith, and of a relaxation of morality from 
a contact with which the European descendants have suffered and 
are suffering in a degree which causes the most painful anxiety to 
all well thinking heads of Families. Besides therefore the usual 
rewards to be given to those who shall deserve well in these 
Schools, which rewards are calculated to excite an emulation, 
which the general class of Slaves (bereft of hope) is not found to 
feel, I should suggest that after the first Six years are passed, two 
from each of the Schools should be annually recommended (whose 
good conduct throughout the period of their education will justify 
the Superintendents in so doing) for having their freedom granted 
them, and that the general Treasury shall bear the charge of 
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indemnifying the proprietors after taxation by the Magistrates ; 
these freed Slaves should thereafter be apprenticed to such handi­
craft, as may be most congenial to their several wishes, and a 
particular eye should be had upon them, and encouragement equal 
to their diligence be given to them, that they may be held up as 
examples to those rising in years of the benefit which they like­
wise may derive from continued good conduct. I would also 
propose that Slaves educated in those Schools and who of course 
will have learnt the duties attached to the Social State, shall be 
allowed to marry with the consent of their proprietors, and that 
the children of 1mch marriages, (which shall be regularly regis­
tered) shall be declared free from their birth, but owing such 
Services to the masters and mistresses who shall have afforded 
them protection, clothing and nourishment, till their 8th year as 
is provided in the cases of Hottentots. But even this will be but 
small advancement in the proposed reform, unless some method is 
hit upon, for inspiring that hope of Freedom as the reward of 
industry and merit, of which as I have before hinted (in the 
present state of the Law of Slavery) that unfortunate class is 
bereft. For this purpose I would suggest that so much of the 
Law should be revised, and with the concurrence of the Court of 
Justice altered, as prevents Slaves from having personal property 
of their own. Custom following the dictates of natural right, 
already allows this partiality, but I would submit that it should 
be made the declared right of Slaves, and with it that they should 
obtain that of purchasing their Freedom, whenever their industry 
shall have enabled them to collect sufficient money to effect it. 
Nor should the price of tho Freedom be left to the discretion or 
caprice of the proprietor. I should propose that in case of non 
agreement between the parties, Commissioners of tho Court of 
Justice should be authorised to fix the price, which the Slave 
should pay for his Manumission, at tho same time as a check upon 
an improper mode of obtaining property, tho Slave demancling 
his freed.om should be bound to give a full and satisfactory account 
to tho same Commissioners of the manner in which he has ac­
quired the money with which he proposes to purchase his 
]freedom, or in failure of so accounting not be suffered to attain 
his object. 

This rude outline will be sufficient to convoy to you my view of 
that part of Mr. Thom's suggestions which relates to the e<l.ucation 
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of the class of Slaves, it is not so immediately necessary to enter 
into the other topics of his Letter, but I conclude by saying that 
I should think that the respectable body of the Clergy cannot do 
a greater Service to the cause of Humanity generally, or to the 
interests of this Country in particular, than by taking the subject 
into their consideration and suggesting their opinions thereon to 
the Governor, who I have no doubt will be most anxious to meet 
their views to the utmost of his power. I have &c. 

(Signed) C. BIRD. 

fCopy.] 

Letter Jroni LORD CHARLES SO°'\fERSET to MAJOR GENERAL 

Sm HEZRY To1mENS. 

CAPE OP GOOD liorB, 10th September 1817. 

Sm,-Sinee I had the honor of addressing you on the 25th July 
last, tranemitting the strength upon which I proposed to retain 
the Colonial Corps of this Settlement, I havo found it impossible 
to dispenso with the services of Major :Fraser, his local knowledgA 
of the frontiers, the high respect in which he is held by all the 
inhabitants there, and the unwearied zeal and activity with which 
he performs the duties allotted to him, have rendered it most 
politic that I should continue his services; I have therefore 
retained him as Major Commandant of the Colonial Corps, which, 
as it is composed of 50 Cavalry as well as 150 Infantry, I trust 
will be favored with the approbation of H.RH. the Commander 
in Uhief. I have &c. 

(Signed) C. II. SoMERRET, Gonl. Comg. the Forces 
at the Cape of Good Hope. 

L Original.] 

LrtlCI' from Lmm CHAitLE:3 SmrnusET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE OF Goon lioPE, 12th Septe11J1er 1817. 

Mv Lonn,-Ueferring to your Lordship's dispatch No. 75 on the 
subject of uce<ls of lrnrghcrship being granted to such aliens of 
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good character and conduct who shall have resided here five 
successive years and in which your Lordship directs certain cases 
wherein such term of residence shall have been incomplete to bo 
referred for His Royal Highness the Prince Regent's special 
sanction, I have now the honour to transmit to your Lordship an 
application with its annexures on behalf of C. W. Thalman, a 
native of Denmark, who is married in this Settlement, and whose 
family has been some considerable time here, but who having 
been necessitated to return to Batavia for the settlement of large 
concerns in that Island, which settlement from the subsequent 
surrender of Java to the Dutch authorities having been pro­
tracted, his personal residence here during five successive years is 
incomplete. 

Mr. Thalman's agents having purchased property here to a 
considerable amount, and Mr. Thalman's character being unexcep­
tionable, I venture to solicit your Lordship to submit this 
request for his being allowed the rights of Burghership of this 
Colony to His Royal Highness the Prince Regent's favourable 
consideration. I have &c. 

(Signed) CIIARLES IlENRY SOMERSET. 

[Original.] 

Letter from LORD CnARLES SOMERSET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAPIII ol!' Goon IloPE, 18th September 1817, 

MY LORD,-The long detention of the African Corps and tho 
inefficient state in point of numbers in which it was found upon 
its arrival, have occasioned a much longer delay than I could 
have wished in carrying into execution Your Lordship's orders 
with respect to the reduction of the Cape Regiment, which will 
not be finally effected till the 24th of this month. 

I have the honour to enclose Your Lordship the Establishment 
which the Colonial Corps will consist of from that elate, which I 
trust will meet with your Lordship's approbation. The long 
experience of Major Fraser on the frontier and the confidence 
which the inhabitants universally have in his discretion and talent 
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have rendered it expedient that I should keep him in the command 
on that important and exposed border, and I therefore hope your 
Lordship will approve of my having retained him in the command 
of this small corps by which I have secured his useful service 
in a Station where he has so long given entire satisfaction. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SOMERSET. 

(Enclosure in the above.] 

Establishment of a Colonial Corps of Cavalry and Infantry at the 
Cape of Good Hope to take place on the disbanding of the Cape 
R egiment on the 24th September 1817 : 

1>,f One Major, Commandant 
~ One Captain 

• cfil Two Lieutenants 
H Two Ensigns 

One Troop Serjeant Major 
Four Serjeants 
Five Corporals 
One Trumpeter 
On~ Farrier 
One Saddler 
Sixty-five Privates 

One Serjeant Major 
One Quartermaster Serjen.nt 

A 
a, One Armourer Serjeant 
~ Seven Serjeants 

,:;::: 
~ Seven Corporals 

Two Buglers 
One hundred and Fifty Privates 
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[Original.] 

Letter jr<Ym LORD CHARLES SOMERSET to EARL BATIIURST. 

CAPE Oil' GOOD IIOPE, 13th September 1817. 

MY LORD,-However anxious I have been to reduce the fixed 
expenditure of this Settlement to as low a scale as possible, yet I 
find that from time to time variations in that expenditure will 
occur which it becomes necessary for me to submit for your 
Lordship's approbation, trusting that Your Lordship will believe 
that I shall not request your sanction to any alteration or 
augmentation of expense which I conscientiously believe should 
be avoided. Thus I beg to have the honour of acquainting Your 
Lordship that I have been under the necessity of permitting 
Mr. Diemel to retire from his situation of member of the Court of 
Justice in consequence of the almost total failure of his sight. 
Mr. Diemel had been ten years in that laborious situation, he had 
previously been Deputy Fiscal for many years under that much 
lamented magistrate Mr. Ryneveld, and Mr. Diemel's whole 
conduct during a long series of years has been such as to merit 
the approbation of the several governors of this place under the 
British Administration. It is impossible to suppose that upon 
the trifling pittance granted to the members of the Court of 
Justice anything like a saving can be made, so far from it is the 
fact, that it is well known that those who have not had means of 
their own have always been considerably embarrassed. Mr. Diemel's 
circumstances have not allowed him to provide for the affliction 
which has overtaken him, and I trust your Lordship will sanction 
a pension being granted him from this Colony of two thousand 
Rix-dollars per annum. I have nominated Mr. Fleck, late 
secretary to the Cape District, to succeed to Mr. Diemcl, which I 
hope your Lordship will approve. Mr. :Fleck was brought up in 
the office of the Court of Justice, and is from education and talent 
eminently qualified for the situation in which I have placed him. 

From the encreasing business of the ]!'iscal's Department I have 
found it necessary to allow that officer additional assistance, and 
have nominated Mr. Lind (advocate at the Bar) to be a second 
deputy. Assistants with the name of deputies are usual in this 
Colony, the title giving some privilege in colonial acceptations. I 
have affixed a salary of three thousand Hixdollars to this situation, 
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which I have to request your Lordship's sanction to; bearing in 
mind that although the present appointment is one which does 
not appear in the Schedule of Colonial Civil servants, enclosed in 
my dispatch No. 62, yet it is not altogether a new one, His 
Majesty's Fiscal having been allowed two deputies previous to the 
separation of Simon's Town from the Cape District. 

I am happy to have it in my power to acquaint your Lordship 
at the same time that these additional items of expenditure will 
be covered by a saving of more than a like amount from the 
.suppression of the situations of Deputy Secretary to the Court of 
Justice upon the resignation of Mr. H. Cloete, whose salary was 
three thousand Ilixdollars per annum, and of that of storekeeper 
to the Colonial Granary which has been found no longer necessary, 
the pay of which amounted to seventeen hundred and fifty Rixdrs. 
per annum. There are also two small pensions of six hundred 
Rixds. each, whieh have fallen into the Colonial Revenue by the 
deaths of Mrs. Brand and of Mrs. Gie, widows of the collectors of 
tithes and land revenues. I beg also to solicit your Lordship's 
permission to raise the salary of the 1st clerk in the Colonial 
Secretary's Office from one thousand to fifteen hundred rixdollars; 
the incessant labour of that office· requires the most active and 
intelligent assistants, and from the high price of everything here 
the latter sum is not equal to what the half of it would be in 
England. 

There is one more subject of a similar nature to which I beg 
your Lordship's attention at this moment, it is to be allowed to 
grant a small pension of about £30 a year (Rds. 300) to the writer 
of the accompanying memorial, the son of a lieutenant governor of 
this place, whom the changes of the times have reduced. Mr. 
Ilemmy has been bookkeeper in one of the departments of this 
Government cncreasing years and infirmities oblige him, at past 
sixty, to retire, and he claims the munificence of the Governmenti 
under which he is thrown not for his services but in regard to the 
rank from which, by unforeseen changes, he has fallen. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SOMERSET. 
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[Office Copy.] 

Letter from HENRY GouLBURN, ESQRE., to LORD 
CIIAl{LES SOMERSET. 

Hans Poter Hallbeck, his 
wife and two servants, 

Gotofriod Romig, 
John Frederick Hoffman, 
Natives of Saxony. 

CoLONIAL OFl!'IOE, 15 September 1817. 

MY LORD,-The persons whose names 
are mentioned in the Margin, are pro­
ceeding to the Cape of Good Hope to be 
employed in the Service of the Mission­
ary Society, and I am directed by Earl 

Bathurst to recommend them to Your Lordship's protection. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) HENRY GOULBURN. 

[Original.] 

Letter from, J. BECKETT, EsQRE., to LORD BATHURST. 

DowNING STREET, 15th September 1817. 

MY LORD,-I have the honor to transmit to your Lordship an 
extract of a letter from Lord Charles Somerset to my predecessor 
Mr. Manners Sutton, to which I beg leave to call your Lordship's 
attention. 

I take the liberty of referring your Lordship to a correspondence 
which took place in September 1814 respecting a similar question 
from the Island of Trinidad, upon which the opinion of the law 
officers of the crown was takon, and from which your Lordship 
will be aware that the question, whether or not the military are 
amenable to the courts of ordinary Criminal Jurisdiction in a 
Colony, depends upon the existing law recognized in the Colony. 

Altho' therefore Lord Charles Somerset intimates in his com­
munication that in point of practice the course has been to try 
offences of every description committed by military persons, by 
military tribunals, it will be more satisfactory to me to ascertain 
from your Lordship's office, before I reply to Lord Charles 
Somerset's letter: whether the courts sitting at the Cape of Good 
Hope follow the law which was in force in tho Colony before its 
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surrender to Ilis 11ajesty, and if so, whether by that law the 
military are heh! not to be amenable to such courts 1 

I have &c. 

(Signed) J. BECKETT. 

[Uopy.] 

Letter from LIEUTENANT COLO~EL BIRD to the 
REvEm:"'m J\fn. Houmr. 

CAPE ToWN, 17th September 1817. 

MY DEAR Srn,-As every thing which looks like innovation is 
justly liable to attract particular notice and criticism, it is not to 
be e. ·pected that the serious reform ·which in my Letter to you 
of the 9th I ventured to hope might be effected in the moral and 
religious feelings of the class of Slave1s, uy the introduction of a. 
system of Christian education (with its consequences as very 
briefly therein hi11ted) will not excite much comment, and perhaps 
alarm some who may not sec the advantage which will necessarily 
result to the Slav proprietors from the adoption of the :Measures 
which I have suggested. I wish therefore to meet the principal 
objections which I have heard urged to the plan, and to shew 
you that the interest of Slave proprietors has been more consulted 
in it than perhaps strict justice warranted, while innovation in 
the correct sense of the worcl bas been cautiously avoided. It 
is then said that holding out freedom to infants boru of Slaves 
posse1ssinrr the Christian faith, and regularly married, strikes at 
the root of the best property of the Uolonists, but the Law as it 
now stands offers freedom to such SlaYes as shall have been 
accepted Members of the Hefonnecl Church (or divests the 
proprietor of the right of disposing of the Slave by Sale, which 
i, nearly the same thing) and it is incumbent by the same Law 
on ]\fosters and l\fi tre. ses to instruct their Slaves in the Christian 
Religion, in order that they may be led to embrace it; now then 
if the Slave proprietors did what tho Law prescribes, and what 
unquestionably the dictates of religion and conscience point out 
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that they ought to do, that is, bring up their Slaves in Christianity, 
even the adult Slaves of the present generation would no loncrer 
be to them transferable property, but should the plan suggested 
be carried into effect, it is evident that the property of the Slave 
holder is farther continued to him than it is by the Law as it 
now stands, that is, the immediate liberation of the Christian 
Slave is not stipulated but only the hberation of the infant born 
of Christian Slave parents united in marriage according to the 
princivles of that faith which it is the duty of the proprietor by 
the Law ancl by his own principles to educate him in; if it be 
said that the Law does not allow Slaves to enter into the :Marriage 
Contract, I reply that I am not aware that such a regulation 
exists; but if it be deducible frorn the old Laws respecting 
Slavery, I apprehend it may be fairly argued that such part of 
the old Law was unquestionably abrogated by the more recent 
regulation ,vhich makes it incumbent on Masters ancl Mistresses 
of Slaves to bring them up in the Christian faith; for it would 
be absurd to assert that Slaves are to be made Christians and 
denied the privilege of marriage which Christians are taught "to 
be a holy Estate instituted by God and adorned and beautified 
by Christ," and " are assured that as many as are coupled together 
otherwise than God's word cloth allow are not joined together of 
God, neither is their union lawful," since if the privilege of 
marrying be denied them, the class of Slaves is naturally driven 
into that system of pernicious intercourse and conculiiuage which 
is so much to be deplored in our present state of society, which 
it requires a great and generous effort to counteract and which 
in point of fact must render nugatory giving them a Christian 
education. But it will be said that the custom of the Colony 
not ha.ving hitherto been to give slaves a religious bias, the Laws 
quoted have become obsolete, and that their revival under present 
circumstances is in reality attempting to establish a new order 
of things; this I deny fur two reasons, the first of which is that 
Laws founded on the rock of ,J nstice cannot by disuse become 
obsolete; upon that however I will not dwell, but assert secotHlly 
that the reason why the Slaves of this Colony have not been 
instructed as the Law directed, has been the want of means 
to give them that instruction, and not any want of zeal in many 
of the Slave proprietors. Scattered as the population here is, few 
as the Ministers of Religion have been in so widely extended 
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a Country, even the class of Whites has scarcely been able to 
receive sufficient Instruction, how then could persons of this 
class communicate instruction to totally uninformed Slaves of 
whose language even they wera ignorant? Other times have 
succeeded; the happy and total stop put to the importation of 
fresh Slaves will shortly do away the distinction of language, 
and the means being now held out to the Slave proprietor of 
giving to Slave children an education which must fit them for 
their subordinate duties far better and more advantageously than 
by the present dissolute mode of bringing them up, will any 
thinking man hesitate as to what it is his interest to do? 

If then the ad vantage of the new System be, what I believe it 
to be, greatly in favor of the Slave proprietor, it remains only 
to shew that it is essential, solid advantage should be held out 
to the Slaves themselves. Religion being a natural propensity 
in man, it has been found that debarred access to the Christi:m 
Temples, the Slaves have in great numbers embraced the l\fahom­
medan faith, and it is worth the serious reflection of the Slave 
proprietor that one of the leading sentiments inculcated by that 
faith is a detestation of. all such as adhere to Christian tenets, 
and that consequently exclusive of other arguments it is highly 
dangerous to himself that he should foster such enemies as it 
were in his own bosom; but numbers of the Slaves being already 
Mahommedans it "certainly requires some strong temptation to be 
helcl out to them to prevent their not endeavouring to counteract 
a system to be established for bringing up their Children in 
another (and that a hated) faith. For this purpose then it has 
been proposed to hold out the allurement of their being allowed 
to possess the fruits of their own Industry, subject t9 giving a 
rigid account of the mode in which they shall have acquired them, 
and the still stronger enticement arising from the hope which they 
may thenceforward cherish of obtaining their freedom at a fair 
rate as the reward of their own exertions. 

Even these may be found inadequate to the purpose intended, 
for what is more difficult to control than Religious Enthusiasm, 
and yet if this is considered too much, with what prospect can 
farther temptation be proposed for the attainment of so desirable 
and essential a point ? 

I am sensible that there may be other arguments which will 
require refutation in the discussion of this interesting subject, but 
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I think the objections I have statecl to be the principal ones, anrl 
I believe them to be briefly but satisfactorily answered. 

I remain &c. 

(Signed) C. BIRD. 

[Office Copy.] 

Circular Letter issued by the Colonial Office. 

COLONIAL DEPARTMENT, DOWNING STREET, 1817. 

Srn,-I am directed by Lord Bathurst to acquaint you, in reply 
to your Letter of the that His Majesty's government 
have ceased to give any encouragement to individuals desirous of 
proceeding as Settlers to His Majesty's Colonies abroad, beyond a 
grant of 25 Acres of Land, in the Colony which they may select, 
and that they are neither to expect a passage at the expense of 
Government nor any assistance after their arrival in the Colony. 

Lorcl Bathurst is however ready to receive proposals from any 
persons willing to undertake, either in person or by their Agents, 
the cultivation of larger grants of Land, either at the Cape of Good 
Hope, or in the North American Provinces, under the following 
conditions : 

Such grants will only be made to those who can engage to take 
out and locate upon the Lancl granted, Ten Settlers at the least, 
and the quantity of Land granted in each case, will be in the pro­
portion of 100 Acres for every Settler proposed to Le taken out. 

In order to prevent any evasion of this condition, the person 
applying for a grant of land will be required to pay down a sum at 
the rate of £10 for every Settler, which sum will be repaid to him 
so soon after his arrival in the Colony, as the Settlers shall have 
been located upon the land assigned. 

I am only further to acquaint you that in case of your being 
willing to undertake the cultivation of land urnler these conditions 
either at the Cape of Uood Hope, or in North America, and in the 
event of your proposal being approved by his Lordship, a grant 
will be made to you free of expense, and the necessary tonnage 
will be provided for the conveyance of yourself or your Agents and 
the Settlers whom you may l1ave e11gage<l to accompany you. The 
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expense of victualling the Settlers will be to bo defrayed by 
yourself. I am &c. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter f roni HENRY GouLBURN, ESQUE., to LORD 
C!IARLES Sm.lERSET. 

COLONIAL OFFICE, 22nd September 1817. 

MY LoRD,-This Letter will be delivered to Your Lordship by 
the Revd. JI.fr. Faure, who proceeds to the Cape of Good Hope 
with the view of settling there, and of succeeding to any clerical 
situation which may become vacant in the Dutch reformed Church. 

Mr. Faure has exhibited satisfactory testimonials of his ability 
and Character, and I beg to recommend him to Your Lordship's 
protection. I have &c. 

(Signed) H. GouLBURN. 

[Original.] 

Retiirn of Troops serving at the Cape of Good Hope on the 
25th of Scptcrnber 1817. 

Officers of all ranb 
Sergeants, Trumpeters, Drummers, and Rank and File: 

Royal Artillery . 
Sappers and Miners 
60th Foot 
83rd Foot . 
72nd J!'oot . 
Royal African Corps (Grahams Town) 

Uape Uorps • { Cavalry (Cape Town) 
Infantry (Grahams Town) 

Grand Total 

164 

79 
11 

857 
774 
891 
424 
78 

169 

3447 
68 l'rize Negroes 

(Signed) C. II. Sol\lElU:lET, General Commanding. 

- -- --------
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[Original.] 

Letter from W. J. BuRCIIELL, EsQRE., to EARL BATHURST. 

FULHAM, 4 October 1817. 

MY LORD,-It is with much hesitation that I venture to intrude 
on your Lordship's valuable time for the perusal of this letter, and 
I will as briefly as possible explain the object of it. 

About two years ago I had the honor of being the bearer of a 
letter from His Excellency Lord Charles Somerset to your Lord­
ship, in which I believe his Excellency stated that I bad dis­
covered Orchilla weed growing in the Colony of the Cape of Good 
Hope, and that he had in consequence allowed me a lease for 
the exclusive collecting of it for a term of years, and, as I then 
understood, submitted to your Lordship the propriety of reducing 
the duty payable on its importation into England, with a view to 
the encouragement of an export trade from that Colony. But as 
I afterwards considered the success of the speculation very doubt­
ful, I did not trouble you on the subject at the time of presenting 
that letter. Since then my agent at the Cape has sent me a 
quantity weighing about two tons and a half as a first experiment, 
the result of which has been so discouraging that several months 
ago I judged it prudent to resign the grant. This Orchilla weed 
proving of an inferior quality, has been laying nearly a year in 
the warehouses without finding a purchaser : at Ieng th however 
my broker informs me he has found a person willing to take it 
(duty paid) at £38 per ton, and has accordingly sold it at that 
rate, which is not more than one third of the usual average price 
of that article in the British market, and will not do more than 
repay the freight and warehouse expenses ; so that I must inevit­
ably suffer a loss of the total expense of collecting, which, from 
it being a new undertaking in that country, has been dispro­
portionately great. Whether to this loss must be added the 
amount of tho duty, which is £16 12s. 6d. per ton, or whether I 
may entertain a hope, through your Lordship's obliging interfer­
ence in my hehalf with the Lords of the Treasury, that the whole 
or even a part may he remitted (in this one instance only) is the 
inducement I have had for presuming to trouble you with this 
letter. But should the request appear improper, and I fail in 
ohtaimng the ohJect of it, I have alrear1y experienced so much 
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condescending attention on a former occasion that I shall ever 
consider myself, My Lord, your Lordship's &c. 

(Signed) WM. J. BURCHELL. 

[Original.] 

Letter from LORD CHARLES SOMERSET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE OF Goon HOPE, 10th October 1817. 

MY LoRD,-I trust your Lordship will excuse any deficiency of 
information I may shew on the important subjects of this letter 
and make allowance for my want of means of reference to the 
actual state of the trade as it now stands or the terms and prices on 
which the British \Vest India Islands can be supplied from the 
remaining provinces of North America and Great Britain ; but as 
I observe that the United States of America threaten our Colonies 
with withholding supplies which they believe to be essential to 
their existence, or which amounts to the same thing, place heavy 
duties upon the exports of them by our Merchants, I beg leave to 
remind your Lordship of what I believe this Colony to be capable 
of and to express my hope that your Lordship will foster t.he 
Agriculture of this Colony in corn and its other produce as much 
as you have in wine . 

.. Wheat, Corn, Barley, Rye, and Indian Corn with every species 
of the Bean and Pea is here produceable to any extent. In 
ordinary times Great Britain can hardly supply it elf with those 
products, and its export of them to the West Indies has been 
limited by Acts of Parliament. I am not vain enough, my Lord, 
to do more than attempt to point out subjects of enquiry to your 
Lordship, nor do I wish to seek partial advantages fu this Colony 
at the expense of the Empire at large: but when from such 
imperfect document;; as I possess and stimulated by the threatened 
conduct of the Americans, 1 am led to think that a protection 
advantageous to the general interests of the Empire and highly 
beneficial to us, may be afforded to this Settlement, I beg leave 
to state in the strongest manner to your Lordship, that if none 
but British vessels are employed in the trade, neither the Naviga­
tion Act or the Interests of ship owners in Great Britain can 
suffer 11.v permitting a dirert iuterc011r~e betwN>n tho Cape and 
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the West Indies. Bread, Flour, Fish, Rice, Almonds, Raisins, 
Wine, Dried fruits, Salt, and Beef, this Colony is capable of sup­
plying to the West Indies at cheap rates, provided it be rendered 
consistent with the Plantation Acts; and when I consider what 
little advantage the Mother Country derives from most of those 
articles, I trust your Lordship will endeavour to procure the 
necessary sanction to the admission of them from hence to the 
West Indies as articles of direct commerce, but if Beef, under 
present circumstances, be not admissible, I think it right your 
Lordship should be in possession of my opinion that after a certain 
notice and with due encouragement it is attainable from hence to 
any extent. 

A permission to import direct Sugar, Coffee, Molasses and some 
other miscellaneous articles to such extent and under such res­
trictions as His Hoyal Ilighness the Prince Regent shall approve, 
would diminish the value of our exports to the consumer and give 
to our Merchants an advantageous back freight. Your Lordship 
will take into your recollection that we are at present supplied 
with those artides, not through Great Britain, but by a direct 
commerce with the countries producing them. 

I feel satisfied, my Lord, that whether the encouragement of 
the Agriculture of this Colony, the cheap supply of the ·west 
Indian Islands or the policy of counteracting America lie taken 
into consideration, it is my duty to submit to your Lordship ·what 
has occurred to me, and to request that these my suggestions, 
should you concnr in their propriety, may meet your favourable 
representation of them to His Royal Highness the Prince Regent; 
and your Lordship will permit me to a<ld, that as I have hitherto, 
to the utmost extent of my power, lhonghL it my dnly to adhere 
strictly to the N avigaliun, Plantation, arnl other Hestriciiou Aets, 
frequently complained of hy the Colonists, it would give me great 
satisfaction to conciliate their a!l'cctious to His Majesty's Govem­
ment by honourable measures, a1Hl such as, if approved of, will 
contribute to benefit the general interests of the Empire. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SOMERSET. 
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[Original. J 

Letter froni Lo1w CHARLES So11rnRSET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE m' Gooo HOPE, 10th October 1817. 

MY Lono,-In my dispatch No. G2 I have attempted to explain 
to your Lordship the whole interior of our Establishments as they 
stand, and all the means I possessed of governing and conciliating 
the inhabitants of this Colony. I trust your Lordship will not 
deem it vanity whici1 induces me to state that every year of my 
administration has been marked by the growing prosperity of the 
Colony, or flattery, when I state to your Lordship how much I 
feel due to you fur the protection of our "\Vine Trade and the other 
facilities my administration has received. 

My motive, my Lord, for this statement is to solicit your most 
serious attention to a measure I think it my duty to propose, and 
to express my confidence that the support I have hitherto received 
will be extended to the proposition I think it my duty to make, 
founded upon the dispatch alluded to, and rendered more practicable 
and necessary by the prosperity of the Colony. The Agriculturists 
and Merchants are acquiring a weight in society from their pro­
perty, which, upon comparison, renders all the public officers 
(except those whose salaries have been fixed in England) extremely 
unhappy at their general declension and loss of influence in 
sociuty. :For example, tlie Chief Justice has an income of GOOO 
Hixdollars per annum as Chief Justice, which at the present rate 
of E.·change produces not more than £520 Sterling. The other 
members of the Court of Justice have 3250 Rixdollars each, 
producing £282 per annum. Sums so disproportionate to the 
trusts reposed in a most respectable body of men, so· incompetent 
to their support, and so inadequate to the remuneration due for 
the qualifications required of them, and for intense and constant 
application, that their continuance could only have been sanctioned 
from our want of internal means of defraying an increase, and the 
consequent apprehension of calling upon the Home Government 
for any aid towards the discharge of our interior expenses. 

The several civil servants of this Government have frequently 
and carnlidly laid l1efore me their distresses, hut except a few, 
ancl those extremely pressing, instances I have bcca under the 
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necessity of putting off their claims from day to day, assigning 
however the fair reason that the necessary expenses of the Govern­
ment absorbing the Revenue, there were no means at my disposal 
for meeting an increase of Colonial salaries. Besides, tho' I felt 
that the officers whom I have mentioned were in a state of great 
distress, I was aware that most of the other servants (especially 
those of the higher class) were similarly situated, and that I 
could not act partially in the case; I could not relieve one set 
of them with justice to the rest. But now, my Lord, that I have 
been finally enabled on the 24th of last month to complete the 
reduction of the Cape Regiment, which will effect a permanent 
saving to this Establishment of Rixdollars 250,000 per annum, 
I lose no time in doing the civil servants of this Government the 
justice to lay their situation and claims before your Lordship, and 
urgently to solicit your Lordship to obtain His Royal Highness 
the Prince Regent's sanction to their salaries being increased 
according to the schedule herewith transmitted. 

I repeat, my Lord, here what is strongly confirmed by the 
recent publication of Mr. Raffles, late Governor of Java, that 
under the old administration of the Dutch Company all salaries 
were low, and their servants were reimbursed or reimbursed 
themselves by monopoly or peculation. As all fees are abolished 
and, I trust, no such undue advantages are now attainable, it 
becomes the duty of the representative of the Crown to propose 
for the servants of the Crown and the public a decent maintenance 
suitable to their respective situations in life, and to place them 
above contempt or neglect which generally attaches itself to 
poverty, and to secure their fidelity to an honorable discharge of 
their duty by relieving them from the temptations to which poverty 
might expose them. In the schedule I herewith transmit I have 
done no more. 

I enter not, my Lord, into a detail of the merits and cln.ims of 
the several officers whose salaries 1 solicit from your Lordship the 
power of augmenting, that has been done in former communica­
tions. Under some circumstances I have Leen compelled by 
necessity to secure the continuance of men's services Ly triHing 
augmentations of salary, in others I have solieited your Lorcl­
ship's sanction before 1 acted, but I now think it my duty to 
propose to your Lordship a general augmentation of tlw salarie: 
of such otlicers as it is e ::;ontial to rernlcr ems ' in their riremni::tarl!'P' 
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and happy in their situation. Every partial recommendation I 
have made has led to applications and exp1anations from those 
who fancied themselves equally entitled, and indeed whose situa­
tions and services appear to have given them equal claims. And, 
my Lord, I have felt it my duty to go attentively again over the 
list of civil servants whose salaries have not been fixed from 
England, and to a void all appearance of partiality or preference 
to submit to your Lordship at one view what I think ought to be 
done for the honor and the ad vantarre of Government. I cannot, 

0 

my Lord, bring my mind to cnnsider this Colony but as a growing 
infant, of which the institutions and arranrrements must follow 

0 

and keep pace with its growth and that for some time the good 
sense and zeal of the Governor for the time being must be 
incessantly employed to watch the changes necessary to meet the 
new contingencies as they arise and that his \dependence must be 
upon the honorable representations of those whose duty it is to lay 
his conduct and services before His Royal ]\faster, and the favorable 
construction put upon his exertions. I am always most happy to 
economise when I deem economy the public interest, but I own, 
my Lord, I feel that the clergy, the judicial authority, and the 
Magistracy, with the higher officers of the local revenue should 
participate in the general growth of wealth in this Colony, and it 
is essential that men of talents and abilities should have tempta­
tions held out to them to devote themselves to the public service. 
In a Continental Colony I should deem it wise that such local 
authorities as must be entrusted to the natives Ehould be rendered 
respectable, objects desirable by enterprising men of talents, and 
that they should be gradually taught to identify themselves with 
the interests of Great Britain rather than be carried by an 
indifference for their situation c,r common pov~rty into a 
common feeling with the people who surround them, and that 
they should lead rather than be led by popular feeling. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY S0;1.IERSET. 
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[Enclosure in the above.J 

Scheuule of proposed increase of salaries to the civil servanLs aL 
the Cape of Good Hope, calculated in Rixdollars. 

Employment. 

President of Court of Justice 
Memb,·rs of do. 
His ~fajcsty's Fiscal 
President of the Orphan} 

Board . . . . 
Vice-President of do. 
Member of do. 
President of Government} 

Bank .... 
Members of do. 
President of 

Estates Board. 
Members of do. 
Secretary to do .. 
Receiver General 
Deputy do. 
Collector of Land llevenue . 
Deputy do. . . 
Collector of 'l'ithes 
Book-keeper to do. 

Postmaster 

Superintendent of Printing} 
Department . . . 

Harbour Master of Simons-} 
town . . . . . . 

Inspector of Lands and} 
Woods. . . 

Surveyor and Inspector of} 
Govornmeut lluildiugs . 

\Vine Ta,tor . 
Gauger . . . . . 
Inspector of Vacciue Insti-} 

tution . . . . 
lnHpoctor of Enrcgisterment} 

of Slaves . . . . . 
Deputy Fiscal 
Second do. 
Landdrosts 
Deputy do. . . . . 
Resident at Simon's Bay 
Clergy 

Pre!-ent 
Salary. 

Rds. 
6,000 
3,250 

10,000 
4,000 
1,500 
1,000 
6,000 
1,600 

3,000 
2,250 
4,000 
3,000 
1,200 
2,700 
1,000 
2,000 

600 

2,500 

1,200 

2,000 

5,000 

5,000 
:i,ooo 
1,500 
1,800 

3,500 
1,500 
a,ooo 
:l,f>OO 
1,500 
a,ooo 
1,500 

Proposed 
Salary. 

Rds. 
12,000 
6,000 

15,000 
6,000 
2,500 
1,500 

2,500 
5,000 
3,000 
5,000 
6,000 
2,000 
1,000 
1,500 
4,000 
1,000 

6,000 
2,500 
5,000 
2,500 

Remarks. 

There are eight. 

'l'here arc four. 
{No increase, having 

lately fixed. 
There are three. 

There arc two. 

been 

{
No incroa~c submittC'd, 

bciug to be paid also from 
the General l'ost OUice. 

No increase submitted, these 
Salaries having been fixed 
since tho llritish Ad­
miuistration. 

There are seven. 
There arc fuur. 

There are twelve. 
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[Copy.] 

Letter froni CAPTAIN JONF:s to REAR ADMIRAL PLA~fPIN. 

II. M. RLOOP Griffin, ST. HELENA, October 17th 1817. 

Srn,-I have the melancholy duty to inform you of the wreck 
of His Majesty's Sloop Juliet, and her total loss with fifty-five of 
her invaluable officers and crew, which happened under the 
following circumstances. 

:Finding the establishment on Ascension, as well as His Majesty's 
Sloop under my command, in want of provisions, water, and stores 
to complete the buildings, &c., in conformity with your orders, I 
sailed from that place on the 15th of September, having then on 
board barely five weeks provisions and eight tons of water, leaving 
the establishment a month's provisions. 

On the 28th Ultimo I made Tristan D' Acunha, and in conse­
quence of bad weather, cruized off it till the 1st of October, when 
with a light breeze from N.W. b. \V. and beautiful weather, I 
anchored in 17 fathoms water about two miles off shore, in 
apparently an excellent Berth. 

After seeing the brig in a state to slip and make sail, and 
directing the 1st Lieutenant to do so on tJie least appearance of 
bad weather, or a sea setting in, I went on shore to give directions 
as to the store~ &c., required; at 6 p.m. I left the boats taking 
off stores and water, ordering, that to make the most of the 
extremely fine weather, they should continue working till 8 o'clock, 
and that my coxswain should inform me when the last turn ·went 
off that I might return to the brig. At 8 the yawl left the shore 
with water. At half past 8 it was impossible to launch my boat, 
so suddenly had the sea set in. At this time I could_ not say how 
the wind was, there being so little of it, the brig as far as a dark 
night would allow me to judge rode pretty easy. 

At half past 3 A.1\1. I was awoke by the dreadful report of 
JI. :M:. hrig being on shore, and on running Lo the beach, I found 
her so perfect a wTerk that her Larboard Bow was laying under 
her Starboarll Quarter. Arnl after every exertion (which I trust 
will appear to my country) out of eighty-four men and offieers, 
including myself and boat's crew, I only mustered twenty-nine. 
The accompanying is a general list for your information. 

J◄'rom the survi\'Ors I learn that at half past 2 A.M. with a 

 

 



398 Records of the Cape Oolon,y. 

sudden plunge she parted the small bower, carried away the jib­
boom, and tore in the three foremost ports. The best Bower was 
let go and veered to the clinch; before the remains of the small 
bower cable coukl be bent to the sheet anchor, the other parted, 
and noL having the least wind to give them a hope of getting off 
the land, the officers agreed on the propriety of running her on the 
beach; orders were given to cut the mainmast away, but before it 
was done she grounded, and was lifted by one sea to within ten 
yards of the beach. The mainmast fell in shore, by which the 
survivors escaped, the second sea stove in her decks, and parted 
her by the main hatchway. 

With the exception of a sheet anchor, two or three guns, and 
some junk, nothing public or private is saved. 

Under the circumstances of Ascension being in want of 
provisions, and without a guard ship, the wreck of the Jidia, and 
Captain Roberts havi11g invalided, I thought it advisable to request 
Captain Wright in the Griffon to return to you, which I trust will 
meet with your approbation. I am, Sir, &c. 

(Signed) JENKIN JONES, 
Commander of H. M. late Sloop Julia. 

----------
[Original.] 

Letter from Lo1rn CIIARLES SOMERSET to :EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE OF Oooo ITo1'E, 11-llh October 1817. 

MY Lorrn,-I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 
your Lordship's Dispatch of the 13th ,June last (No. 20) with its 
several enclosures relative to a claim preferred by the widow of 
the late Deputy Commissary Hill to an allowance being made to 
her in consequence of her husband having, while acting as head of 
the Commissariat in this Colony, victualled the Cape Regiment, 
and stating that it will give your Lordship pleasure if the <listr('sscs 
which Mr. Hill's death and the circumstances which precede<l it 
have brought upon his family can be relieved Ly the admission of 
this claim without its establishiug an incouvenicut precedent. In 
reply to which I beg to assure Your Lorchhip that uo one cau 
more sincerely feel for the accumulated misfortune which the 
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unfortunate occurrences at the Isle of France have plunged Mr. 
Hill's family into, and that I am second to none in acknowledging 
his meritorious conduct while serving in the Army under my 
Command; but nevertheless, My Lord, I am unaware how a claim 
of this nature can be partially admitted. Mr. Hill, previous to 
his having quitted this Establishment, urged this claim to me, and 
I then told him that I did not conceive it within the scope of my 
authority and I must now add that as Mr. Hill's immediate pre­
decessor performed the same duties and as his successors will 
always more or less have the victualling of that portion of the 
Force of this Colony (however composed) which must continue to 
be employed on the Eastern Frontier, should it be thought just to 
allow an additional pay for this peculiar service I do not think it 
can be refused to those who have or shall perform similar services; 
and it is also my opinion that the principle once laid down, that 
every particular description of Force is to have a separate Com­
missariat, may lead to very dangerous and inconvenient pretensions. 
I can however add with unfeigned sincerity that it will afford me 
the greatest satisfaction to learn that some means have been hit 
upon for relieving the widow of a highly deserving public servant, 
labouring under unparalleled distress. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SOMERSET. 

[Original.] 

Letter from REAR ADMIRAL PLAMPIN to J. W. CROKER, ESQRE. 

Hrs MAJESTY'S SHIP Conqueror, ST. HELENA ROADS, 

19th October 1817. 

Srn,-Altho' I am in daily expectation of the arrival of the 
Melville and Iphigenia from the Cape on their way home, I think 
it right to send by the Borodino Transport, which sails to-day with 
invalids from the Cape, to communicate to you, for their Lordships' 
information, the melancholy news of the loss of His Majesty's 
Sloop Julia at the Island of Tristan D'Acunha, in the night of the 
first of this month, the particulars of which are detailed in the 
copies I herewith enclose. 

The Griffon which I had sent early in September to Tristan 
D' Acunha, for the purpose of conveying stores to the Cape, before 
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her departure for England, fortunately arrived at Tristan two days 
after the accident, and returned here with the few survivors on 
:Friday the 17th Instant. I have &c. 

(Signed) ROBT. PLAMPIN', 

Rear Admiral and Commanuer in Chief. 

[Original.] 

Retiirn of the Troops serving at the Cape of Coocl Hope on the 
25th of October 1817. 

Officers of all ranks 
Sergeants, Trumpeters, Drummers, and Ilank and :File: 

Iloyal Artillery 
Royal Engineers 
60th Foot 
72nd Foot . 
Royal African Corps (Graham's Town) 
C C { Cavalry (Cape Town) . 

ape orps Infantry (Graham's Town) 

Grand Total 
Prize Negroes 

131 

79 
11 

853 
896 
527 

78 
1G9 

2744 
46 

(Signed) C. II. SOMERSET, General Commanding. 

[Copy.] 

Letter from the Colonitil Sccuta ry to lhc Conwlissary 
of Vcndues. 

COLONIAL 0FFIOE, 0th Novemb,r 1817. 

Rm,-I have received and laid before his Excellency the 
Governor your letter of the 30th ultirno;noiifying the death of the 
senior auctioneer J. Reign cur, ancl recommending as his successor 
F. F. Pool, and am directed to signify to you his Excellency's 
approval thereof. 

Jtpferring to my letter of the 6th of nccember 1816, in which 
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I was directed to communicate to you that a new arrangement 
would be made upon the decease of J. Seigneur, with respect to the 
emolument drawn from the vendue profits by the auctioneers, 
which, up to this period, have been five twelfths per cent from the 
amount of one and a half per cent on sales of moveables, and of 
three fourths per cent on sales of immoveables; I am now to 
acquaint you, that taking into consideration the net receipts of the 
auctioneers for the last three years, allowing also for the risks they 
are supposed to incur, his Excellency has thought proper to fix 
their future receipt at one ninth per cent on the amount of five and 
two and a half per cent on the sales of moveables and immoveables 
as aforesaid, which arrangement is to bear date from the 1st of the 
present month. I have &c. 

(Signed) C. BIRD. 

[Original.] 

Letter from LORD CHARLES So:r.IERSET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE OF Goou HOPE, November 12th 1817. 

MY LORD,-I was under the painful necessity in June last of 
calling your Lordship's attention to the perilous situation into 
which this distant Settlement was likely to be thrown by the 
description of me I then learnt was about to be sent hither to 
complete the number of the first Battalion of the 60th Regiment. 
If with the reduced force of my command the composition of this 
Battalion was matter of serious apprehension, how much greater 
must my anxiety have become when I found that the Royal African 
Corps, composed as the former, of the most desperate criminals, had 
arrived here to replace the 83rd Regiment since gone to. Ceylon. 

I should immediately have expressed to your Lordship the 
general feeling of alarm, I might say consternation, which these 
arrivals caused throughout this community had I not written in 
very strong terms in the secret dispatch above alluded to, and a 
reference to my former correspondence will prove to your Lord­
ship that the present communication is founded on no sudden 
impression, liut is only a confirmation of my former apprehensions, 
indeed the increasing number of atrocious crimes committed by 
these troops (which the utmost zeal and diligence in their officers 
is unable to control) renders the sta.te of society here, where part 

XI. ~ IJ 
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of the 72nd Ilegiment and some Police arc our protection, extremely 
insecure, while the conduct of that proportion which I have been 
under the necessity of placing on the Eastern l<'rontier has not 
only ovcrset all the measures which I had adopted for the pacifica­
tion of that disturbed Quarter, but has caused such terror in the 
interior that so far from being able to persuade setilcrs to repair to 
thoHe fertile districts, even those who remained are taking measures 
for abandoning a Country where their lives and property arc in 
imminent danger, not only from their old enemies the Kalfcrs, but 
more so from those who have been placed there for their protection. 

I have by this opportunity reported the conduct of these men 
to His Hoyal Highness the Commander in 'hief, transmitting a 
statement tending to shew their disposition and the nature of the 
atrocities committed almost daily by them, a copy of which I haYc 
the honor to enclose to your Lordship. I trust that your Lordship 
will communicate at your earliest convenience with Ilis Hoyal 
Highness and urge such measures being speedily adopted as shall 
tend to tranquillize the minds of His Majesty's subjects in this 
interesting Settlement, by removing from hence this dangerous 
class of force and replacing it by British Hegiments upon whom 
a Commander with pride place his entire reliance. 

It had created in me the most pleasing feelings to know tlmt the 
measures which I had onlered for the tranquillization of the Frontier 
were succeeding almost lieyo)l(l my hopes. The vigor all(l lenity 
of the <1overnme11t had re(luced to oherlicnce a11cl to a state of quiet 
those turlmlent Inltal,itaJJts who took up arms only 18 months 
since with the Yiew (as your Lordship will recollect) to the 
Massacre of the Magistracy and the Garri,;on8, and the 1lelivery of 
the finest part of the Country to the Kafl'ers. The Kaffer Chief 
Gaika had exerted himself according to his promise (made per­
sonally to me) ancl hail sent in a large number of horses and several 
herds of cattle which harl been carried off hy Marauders of his 
Nation, the numher of predatory incursions was very cousiderahly 
diininishecl, anrl an entire goo(l understanding liet\\ ccn us all(l the 
Kaifors was confidently looke1l to. Already had that 'hief appl:Ctl 
to us for Agricultural [mplements and Hee(ls with the view of 
intro(lucing the first art of lil'c among his couut.ryrnen, wht>n the 
notorio1rn miscomluct of the TroopH on the Frontier, of" Ii id1 the 
Kaffors have the eal'lie t information thrnugh their constant 
1·0111rn 11nil'atio1rn with the HottPntots of the BordPr~, appp:u·s to 
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have induced a different feeling in that people, not indeed in 
Gaika himself, who has in the latest instances evinced the strongest 
marks of good faith, but the robberies and murders have since 
been renewed so as to leave no doubt but that those have been 
influenced by the conduct of the troops. 

Amongst the various crimes which induced this urgent repre­
sentation your Lordship will observe that the stores entrusted to 
Guards have been plundered, that Prisoners under escort have 
been aided by a part of the Escort, have overpowered the remainder, 
and taking the ammunition from them have proceeded to commit 
the greatest outrages in the country, including Highway Robbery, 
Burglary, and Murder. Important and vital to the British 
interests here as is the tranquillity of our Border, I would that my 
apprehensions of danger went no further, but it is with concern I 
have to call your Lordship's attention also to the instance of 
habitual theft as well as atrocity committed by that portion of the 
GOth Regiment (who arrived here in June and July last and are of 
a similar description to those of the Royal African Corps) who are 
not employed on the Frontier and whose arrival caused my 
troubling your Lordship with my dispatch (secret) of the 21st 
June last. It is a duty I owe to His Royal Highness the Prince 
Regent and to your Lordship and to myself not to withhold from 
your Lordship the feelings their conduct has created here, but I 
learnt this day only from the most undoubted authority (Mr. Stoll 
the :Magistrate of"the Cape District) that the employing this descrip­
tion of Soldier in this Colony, and the enormities they have 
committed, has (to use the very words of my information) "caused 
more discontent than any act the British Government could 
commit towards the Colonists," and that many of the most 
respectable inhabitants and warmest adherents of the British 
interests had expressed themselves with great warnith and dis­
satisfaction on the subject. In addition to all this a report has 
reached me since I commenced this despatch, that the Sentinel 
from his post and a part of the guard ( composed of the GOth 
Regiment) over the Convicts at Robben Island have liberated the 
Europeans confined there, when seizing a boat they have possessed 
themselves of the merchant ship Elizabeth (mounting six guns) 
and proceeded in her to sea. Your Lordship will feel the dilemma 
in which these circumstances must place me. 

Rbould desertion take place from amongst these Troops on the 
2 D 2 
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Frontier to the Kaffers, a very few enterprizing intelligent men 
would have it in their power to lay the foundation of a predatory 
Government and systematize the undisciplined Kaffers who are at 
once numerous and brave, and thereby cause such annoyance to 
this Colony as might take years and much effusion of blood to 
subdue. It would therefore be most essential that I should recall 
the Royal African Corps and that part of the 60th Regiment 
composed of the same materials from the Frontier, yet if I bring 
the two Battalions together at this place the outrages which it is 
evident they would commit would force me to arm the Burghers 
and form a Militia for the general protection of the Inhabitants 
against the Military, or I should be compelled to disarm them, 
and sending them to Robben Island keep them under canvas until 
I receive aid and instructions from England. In any of these 
cases your Lordship will see that I shall be nearly without a 
Garrison, and I need not point out to your Lordship what my own 
feelings must be in adopting such a measure with British soldiers, 
nor the sentiment which cannot fail to be created ancl the various 
feelings which may be excited on both sides if I were to arm the 
inhabitants for their protection against His Majesty's Troops, as 
the measure can admit of but one interpretation. 

I must again repeat to your Lordship that upon the tranquilliza­
tion and settlement of the Eastern Border depends in the greatest 
measure the future welfare of this Colony, those districts abound­
ing in cattle and sheep are the sources from which we draw large 
and cheap supplies; it is lamentable that such fertile tracts should 
be almost a desei't from incursiont:i and plunderings which popula­
tion would of itself repress. It is understood that many of our 
countrymen are anxious to emigrate, it might therefore be worthy 
of your Lordship's consideration whether the attainment of this 
object would not be cheaply secured even at some national expense, 
in giving aid and encouragement to Settlers who would shortly be 
sufficienlly strong to protect themselves against our wily Neigh­
bours ancl by constantly repressing their Incursions, added to the 
advantages they would derive from friendly intercourse with our 
people, gradually incline them to the acloption of more regular 
courses. This reflection being however apparently foreign to the 
o·oject of the present communication I i;lrnll not at present press it 
further, aml havl' the honor &c. 

(f-;i"n<·cl) Cll .\HLES HE. ·1ty So:\1EmrnT. 

 

 



Rccor£ls of the Cape Colony. 405 

[Enclosure A in the above.] 

Extract of a Letter from Colonel Graham, Commandant at Simon's 
Town, to Major Rogers, Military Secretary to the Commander 
of the Forces at the Cape of Good Hope, under date 5th 
November 1817. 

During the few days the Royal African Corps was landed 
here for refreshment the conduct of the soldiers was such as to 
cause constant alarm to the inhabitants. 

I <lid everything in my power to impress upon their minds the 
gratitude they ought to feel for their removal to the Cape, took 
every precaution to keep them in barracks at night and to watch 
their conduct during the day. Notwithstanding which I do not 
think one day passed without some depredation or theft being 
committed Ly them and generally under circumstances which left 
no room to doubt of hardened and practised villains being the 
offenders. 

I have it not in my power to detail the various crimes of 
which they were guilty: the following, however, are amongst the 
number, viz. 

1st. A quantity of wearing apparel was stolen from a public 
house. 

2nd. A sum ~ money was taken from a baker while g1vrng 
change. 

3rd. A tea kettle was stolen off the fire in barracks. 
4th. ]frequent attempts were made to steal necessaries from the 

soldiers of the 83rd Regiment. 
5th. A soldier stopped Mr. Hurter (an inhabitant) in the public 

street and demanded a Spanish Dollar. }\fr. Hurter J.'eplied, " he 
had none." "Give me your coat then," said the soldier. This 
was refused, on which he attempted to knock l\Ir. Hurler down, 
but not succeC(ling made off. 

uth. A l◄'rench Loatswain was knocked down and robbed of his 
silver w hislle. 

7th. The barrack sergeant's house was broken open in broad 
day, money :tnll goo1ls to a considerable amount taken away; 
previous to quitting the house, the robLers had deliLerately drank 
coffee. 

Not a 11ay passed un which many of lhem did not allempt 
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to sell their necessaries. Every place of confinement was con­
stantly full of prisoners during their stay, and such, in short, was 
the infamy of their general conduct, that I feel perfectly justified 
in giving it as my opinion that the presence of a detachment of 
that excellent regiment the 83rd alone prevented them from 
breaking out into every species of violent and open outrage. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) JOHN GRAIIA11. 

[Enclosure B in the above.] 

Letter from MAJOR FRASER to MAJOR ROGERS. 

GRAllA11's TowN, 25th October 1817. 

Sm,-I have the honour to cover herewith for the information 
of His Excellency the Governor and Commander of the Forces, 
the copy of a letter just received from Lt. Col. Cuyler, together 
with the statements of witnesses relative to circumstances attend­
ing the conduct of the three men who deserted from the Royal 
African Corps as reported to you in my letter of the 15th instant; 
as those papers (No. 1) fully explain themselves, it is only 
necessary to add that as there are no proper places of security 
here, I have written to Lieut. Colonel Cuyler requesting that they 
may be kept in confinement at Uitenhage until such time as I 
receive His Lordship's Instructions concerning them. 

In consequence of the accompanying application from Asst. 
Depy. Commissary-General Brown, I ordered a Court of en­
quiry to assemble at Algoa Bay to endeavour to ascertain the 
cause of a deficiency in Government :;;pirits landed from the 
Government Schooner the proceedings of which (No. 2 *) I beg 
leave to enclose for llis Excellency's consideration, and at the 
same time I beg to acquaint you that I have ordered private 

* The substance of this Enclosure is as follows: 

A quantity of spirits for the supply of tho troops on the frontier was landed 
from the Government Schooner at Algoa Bay in order to be transmitted to tho 
Co=issariat Stores. Until waggons could be procured for its conveyance, a 
Guard from the detachment of the Royal African Corps stationed at Algoa Bay 
was placed over it. The guard knocked down the Sergeant who commamlcd it, 
and then plundered the casks placed under their protection. 157 gaJlons of rum 
were found missing. 
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Jonathan Howlett into confinement where he will remain until I 
hear from you. I have &c. 

(Signed) G. S. FRASER, Major Commanding Frontier. 

[Enclosure C in the above.] 

Extract of a Letter from Major Mackenzie commanding the Royal 
African Corps to Major Fraser commanding the Troops on 
the Frontier, under date 15th October 1817. 

After detailing the circumstances of the conduct of the escort, 
contained in Michael Ryan's confession, the Major proceeds to 
state: 

I should consider myself, Sir, very remiss in my duty as officer 
commanding the Royal African Corps, did I close this report 
without endeavouring to impress upon your mind the necessity 
of renewing the application which has been already made to His 
Excellency the Commander of the Forces, for a general Court 
Martial. 

The number and enormity of the crimes committed by the men 
of the regiment under my command since its arrival at this station 
cannot fail to justify the renewal of the application, and the 
present additional instance of the desperate and mutinous dis­
position of the men who lately joined from England under the 
command of Capt. Sparkes, will no doubt shew to His Excellency 
how essentially necessary it will be to check such proceedings by 
some striking and salutary example. For it is hard to say what 
men of the description which generally compose the Royal African 
Regiment may do, should they learn that the assembly of a general 
Court Martial is attended with difficulty. I have &c. 

(Signed) D. MACKENZIE, Major R. A. C. Commandg. 

[Enclosure D in the above.] 

Extract of a letter from Major l?raser commanding the troops on 
the .Frontier to Major Rogers, military secretary t9 the Com­
mander of the Forces at the Cape of Good Hope, dated 
Graham's Town 18th October 1817. 

In reply to yours of the 3r<l instant, by which His Excellency 
has been pleascJ to leave a choice between a General and Rcgi-
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mental Court Martial to my discretion, I regret to say that the 
former is indispensably necessary and many prisoners at present 
in confinement for crimes of the most atrocious nature (which 
however are necessarily brought before Hegimenta1 Courts Martial) 
striking at the root of discipline, and indeed the safety of the 
troops on this frontier rec1 uiring an immediate and effectual 
example. 

I trust you will lose no time in forwarding to me His Excellency's 
warrant for convening the same. 

I have the honour to enclose herewith for the information of 
His Excellency the Commander of the Forces a letter from Major 
Mackenzie covering a crime against a sergeant of the Corps under 
his Command. 

On the 12th Instant, when I was informed of the desertion of 
the three men of the Royal African Corps as stated in Major 
Mackenzie's letter, I lost not a moment in sending express to all 
the posts directing that every possible means would be used for 
their being apprehended. I also wrote to the same purport to the 
Landdrosts of Uitenhage and Graaff Heinet and to the several field 
cornets in this neighbourhood, with a description of these men, 
nevertheless I am sorry to say that none of them have been 
secured, neither has a man of the 60th Regiment named Steven­
son, who has been r •ported by Captain Gethin to have deserted 
from his post at \Vaay r>laats on the 9th instant, uor has there 
been anything further heard of the two G0th men who deserted 
from Upper Kaffers drift as reported to you in Lieut. Colonel 
Prentice's letter dated 19th Ultimo. 

(Signed) G. S. FRASER, Major Commanding the .Frontier. 

[Enclosure E in the above.] 

l'ITENHAGE, 23rd Ortobcr 1817. 

DEAR Sm,-It is with regret that I have to inform you that the 
three men of the Hoyal African Corps who deserted between De 
Bruin's Drift and Graham's Town on the 13th instant, as stated 
in your letter to me of the 14th, have aggravated their crime by 
murdering an inhabitant of this district, Anthony Gerard (not 
long since discharged from the 60th Hegiment, who kept ihe 
canteen on the road from this to Algoa Bay at the place of Jacob 
Kok on the little Swartkops HiYer) on Tuesday afternoon the ~1st 
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present month, and plundered the hut, broke open a chest out of 
which they took money, stole the gun and bandolier which was 
in the hut and belonging to Jacob Kok with some articles of 
clothing from the unfortunate man they shot, and also plundered 
a wa"gon on the high road between Cradock's Town and Algoa 
Bay of several articles. Two of these <lesperate wretches, Michael 
Ryan an<l James Conner, are now lo<lged in the Trunk at this 
drosttly: the third, William Uyley, in making resistance to the 
party of formers and Hottentots I or<lere<l to apprehend them, was 
:;hot. l enclose you a copy of the inquest on the bo<ly of Anthony 
Geranl with the statement of the Hottentot 1falgas and his wife 
Ann:1atJ·e and that of Court Jarrer tocrether with the confession 

0 > 0 

of .:\Iichael Hyan. 
Conner appears extremely hardene1l, denies the circumstances 

rl'lated Ly Ryan notwithstanding paper money to the amount of 
Hds. lGl 4: was found upon him, and he actually had the gun and 
lmmlolier of ,Jacob Kok in his possession when taken. He was 
the last taken and some distance from the other two, both of 
whom had tirelocks, and a third firelock Xo. 52~ was found in 
bushes some considerable distance from where the three men were 
fir.'t di ·coYered, and nenr the spot where Court Jager had seen 
them, just after they committed the murder. .As I believe the 
Trunk here is more secure than any place you may have to confine 
such men in, I should recommend you leasing them here till you 
waut tl.iem fur trial. 

(Signed) 
To Major :Fraser, 

Commanding on the }frontier. 

J. G. CUYLER, Lanudrost. 

[Enclosure :F in the above.] 

Wtdllel'<lay, '2'l.11d Oct,,ber I 17. 

The Hottentot Karel ,Jager relates that ye ·terday returning 
from this Drostdy to Bethclsdorp he met at the bu::;h on the road, 
a little on the Drost1ly side of the Canteen, three soldiers dres ed 
in r:egimentals, one having two firelocks or guns and one having 
one firelock, and the other had no firelocks, but had a haversack 
over his buck. That soon after he arriYed at the Canteen, where 
he was informe1l by the Hottentot who stops there, that three 
solclier HIISWl'l'i11g tli • dl•~criplion of tho e lie h,ul jnsL met bad 
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just left that after shooting the keeper of the Canteen and 
plundering the hut. 

N. B. Karel Jager must yet appear to identify the prisoner. 

(Signed) ,J. G. CuYLJm. 

[Enclosure G in the above.] 

Michael Ryan, a native of Ireland and priYate soldier in the 
Royal African Corps, relates: That he with Henry ,John and 
James Gilbert were sent in char~e of two p1-isoners, ,Tames Conner 
and ·William Ryley, under sentence of a Court 11artial to escort 
them from De Brnin's drift to Graham's Town, that on the road 
Gilbert wantecl to drink water, when Conner seized llemy John's 
piece and struck him Henry ,T ohn on the forehoad with the lrntt 
end so violently as to crack the stock of the piece, and she"·s the 
same (being one of those found upon the three men) arnl he Conner 
then cocked. the same firelock at him Hyan and said, now if you 
Ryan do not come along wilh me, I will blow your brains out and 
I will take Henry ,John's life and then he will tell no tnles upon 
us; on whiJh lie Conner, Hyley, and Ryan follo,,ecl (Elbert nnd 
to,,k two canteens from him ancl ten round::i of ammunition and 
left them Uilhert and Henry ,John. They then all tlir •e (Com1er, 
llyley, and Ryan) procecdecl to Assngay Bush \\ here he Hyan 
bought two loaves of bread from the farmer at tliat place, luwing 
two riXllollars of his own mouey, which he had taken l"rom De 
Bruin's drift with an iute11tion to treat himself to a glas!'. at 
llraluun's Town, and that none of his comp:u1ions h:ul any other 
money with them, with wliieh he p:till for the breacl am! got a 
skilling in return. Th 'Y Llll'n proeee<lcd in pa ~iuu Hautcnhach's 
Drift, without halting, to a place (probably Uerl ~iehrk's at the 
(.'ocga) whl're he ltyaa stole a Hhcep out of the kraal which ho 
slaughtered for him anll hi~ t,~o companions to eaL; they then pro­
cocded passing Mr. Korsle11's place awl lay in a hush .near thl• salt 
pans, and next d:iy 011 the roacl to the Hay ahouL du. k of the 
evening they passecl a wa~go11 on the road going to the Bay which 
they stopped, the man run11i11g off, when Conner sai<l to him lty:i11, 
damn your blood, ,,hy don't you shoot hi111? Tlll'y tht•11 11ro­
ceellell to plunder the wag6011, ('on11l'r lmlke 01H11 the clte t :incl 
he Conul'r took I hirt, I J1ilt, l d1ild' die , 1 .hL•ct, ~ ha\\l 
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1 pocket handkerchief, 1 pair of gallows, 1 woman's body waist­
coat, 1 half silk handkerchief. 

N. B. all of which articles were found at the place where the 
three soldiers lay, and are the same as identified by Ryan to have 
been stolen by Conner. 

After which they all three came back towards the Drostdy, and 
on Monday the 20th late in the afternoon they came to the 
canteen where they halted and got a glass each which they paid 
for from money that he Ryan had got for a shirt 2 rixdollars and 
a pair of trousers 1 and 4 skgs., from llottentots who stopped at 
a place before they came to Korsten's (probably the cattle place 
of Bethelsdorp); they then came on a short distance from the 
canteen and halted near the road for the night, and on the after­
noon of the next day Conner said we must return to the canteen 
and rob it of money and we must shoot the man so that he cannot 
tell on us; and the first of you that balks me, I'll l>low his urains 
out. They then proceeded aml bought half a bottle which they 
drank between the three, after which Conner told the man to put 
two bottles in each of the two canteens they had with them, and 
while the canteen man (after drawing the liquor) was in the act of • 
putting the stoppers 011 the canteens, Co11ner levelled his own 
piece at the man and it snarped, on which he Conner seized his 
Uyan's piece whicil was standing against the hut and with it fired 
at and shot the canteen man; he Ryan saw the wounded man 
catch hold of Conner and heard him say, " Oh my dear comrade," 
then Couner asked the man for the keys of his box and where his 
money was, the poor man was not able to tell where his money or 
keys was. Conner loaded his Ryan's piece and cocked it and said 
to him, Hyan come here you damn ra~cal, on which he _Ryan went 
into the hut aIHl he saw Conner go to the box which he broke 
open and take all the money out (does 11ot know how much there 
wm;). Conner ke}Jt the paper money and gave him Ryan the 
copper money, which he Ryan put into his haYcrsack, when 
Conner took the shoes from off the wounded man's feet, also a 
blue jacket, and a waistcoat and a straw hat, a black hat he Ryan 
took, Conner further took LIJC man's gunpowder horn and shot 
bag, and so they came away bringing the licp10r in the canteens 
vith them ; Hy ley was <luring the shooting of the man and the 

11lu11dcri11g nut prn:-;eJLt, he I:y,tn believes he wns in the next hut, 
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with the old Hottentot and his wife. Thus they all came on the 
road towards the Drostdy, and soon after leaving the Canteen they 
met a Hottentot on the road who after he had passed, Conner 
regretted not having shot to prevent, as he said, his telling upon 
them ; they proceeded a distance in the wood where they halted 
for that night, having passed the place they had slept the night 
before, and where Conner had left his firelock, bringing the one 
with him he had stolen from the canteen man, an<l which by some 
accident went oif anJ Conner loaded it again with buck shot ; at 
the place where they slept last night they were found by the 
party of farmers anJ Hottentots, they having remained the whole 
morning quiet in the bushes, Conner counting anJ tying up in 
parcels the money he had stolen, when he ltyan proposed to clean 
himself and come to the Drostdy to see how they could get 
through (when he Ryan meant to leave Conner) when Conner 
swore that not one should go away, so they remained till the 
farmers and Hottentots came close to them, Conner cried out 
Damn your eyes fire, when he Ryan was the first to run off, and 
on looking back he saw Uyley lying on the gronn<l and concluded 
wounded; that Conner followed him for some time, when he Hyan 
left him and was afterwards taken. The above taken from Ryan's 
own mouth immediately after he was apprehended on the place of 
Jacob Kok, about noon on Wednesday the 22nd October 1817. 

(Signed) J. G. Cunm:. 

[Enclosure II in the above.] 

HoDDEN ISLAND, Noremb,r 11th 1817. 

Sm,-I have the honor to inform you for the information of 
His }:xcellency the Commander of the forces that, last night at a 
late hour, the sentry in conjunction with four other sol<lier,, aucl 
seven convicts escapeJ in the Contractor's boat, and I am fully 
convinced have taken away Lhe ship El£~1tl1clft \\ hiclt was lying off 
Mr. Murray's taking in oil. The convicls were mnsterr:d and 
lodged in the prison last night at the proper hour, so that it wollld 
be impossible for them to hase escapeJ without the sentry being 
accessory to it. I have &c. 

(Signed) ltoBT. l)ANXELL, V. G0th lteg1• 

To Major Blake, 
J)Y. Adjt. ( :Cueral, Cape Tomi, 
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[Enclosure I in the above.] 

Extract from the depositions of Bartholomew White, Master of 
the Elizabeth Merchant Ship, and his crew, taken before His 
Majesty's Fiscal at the Cape of Good Hope. 

12th Novemher 1817. 

The Merchant ship Elizabeth was lying off Robben Island, 
taking on board a cargo of oil. About 12 o'clock in the night 
between the 10th and 11th November the ship was boarded by 
Twelve persons. On hearing a noise, the Master attempted to go 
up on deck, but was prevented by a shot being fired at him, and 
a cry that the ship was taken. The cabin door was then closed 
upon him, and he was kept in confinement, with two sentries 
placed over him, until the morning. 

The persons who boarded the ship brought with them a rifle and 
two bayonets. 

One of them, a convict of the name of Coogan, (formerly in the 
navy) assumed the command, gave orders to cut the cable, hoist 
sail, &c. 

Coogan offered the long boat to the Master and crew, which was 
accepted, they were then one by one put down into the boat with 
a bucket of water and 6 or 7 lbs. of bread. 

One of the men then ordered the Captain to hand up his watch, 
and the keys of h~trunks, which he did. 

The Captain, before the boat was set adrift, asked for his papers, 
which were refused. 

A convict of the name of Roland proposed to murder the crew 
of the Elizabeth, but was prevented by Coogan, who declared that 
no lives should be sacrificed. 

On the boat quitting the ship the soldiers, 5 in number, pulled 
off their regimentals and threw them into the sea. 

The ship when quitted by the crew appeared to be well worked 
and at 11 o'clock A.M. was steering N.N.W. 

On the Report being received by the Governor the Government 
schooner was immediately sent out to watch the ship and keep 
her in sight, and a communication immediately made to His 
Majesty's Rhip Mosq1iito, lying in Simons Bay, which vessel was 
unable to get clear of :False Hay until the following day, in con­
sequence of the wind blowing strong from the South East. 
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[Enclosure J m the above.] 

CASTLE, 15t7i November 1817. 

Sm,-In compliance with your letter of the 13th inst. I have 
the honor to enclose you a statement of the different crimes com­
mitted by the last detachment which has lately joined the 1st 
Battalion GOth Regiment. 

I am sorry to observe that there have been many defaulters in 
such a short period. 22 men have been tried for stealing. There 
has not been proved enough against Private l\folooney, accused of 
stealing silYer spoons out of the Mess Room. 21 men have been 
tried for making away with necessaries; 10 men for absenting 
themselves without leave from their different guards; 11 men for 
being drunk on guard; 12 men for striking non-commissioned 
officers in the execution of their duty; H men have deserted, 
and 7 have been brought back. Six are still absent. 

I need not include the great number of men sent to Knapsack 
drill, or extra drill, and sent likewise to repair the Grand Parade 
for having been guilty of drunkenness or absent from regular 
parades, &c. I have &c. 

(Signecl) G. RENAUD, Capt. Comg. 1st Battn. GOth Regt. 

[Enclosure K in the above.] 

In addition to the crimes detailed in the accompanying papers, 
I have to a<l<l that a general Court Martial is now assembled by 
my order at Graham's Town (the Head Quarters on the Frontier) 
for the trial of a man who having ill will towards one of his 
comrades deliberately (tho' sober) shot at him with his musket in 
the Barrack yar<l. Ile was immediately seized, almost in the very 
act, and ho <leclarecl he was only sorry he had not killed his 
comrade. 

On the arrival here of the reinforcement for the GOth Hogiment 
two accusations of sodomy on boanl ship were reported to n•e, 
and four men of that Battalion have since confessed themselves 
munlcrers. 

(Signed 0. II. S011UmSET, General Commanding. 
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[Original.] 

Letter from LORD CHARLES So11rnRSET to Sm HENRY TORRENS. 

CAPE OF Goon HOPE, November 13th 1817. 

Srn, -You will I am persuaded readily conceive how painful it 
must be to me to be under the necessity of reporting to His Royal 
Highness the Commander in Chief the Misconduct of any Pro­
portion of the British Troops entrusted to my command, but 
however severely it may grieve me to perform such a Task, it 
iR nevertheless a Duty I owe to His Majesty's service to request 
you to lay l1efore His Iloyal Highness the accompanying details, 
which go to shew the nature of the Atrocities almost daily com­
mitte<l by, and the general dispoRition of the two Battalions of 
Troops ,Yhich have lately arrived on this station (fi00 of) the 
1st Battalion of the G0th and the Royal African Corps. 

The feelings which have been created in the Colonists by these 
unhappy events, the clanger to which we are exposed on all sides 
(if I may so express it) have compelled me to lay our political 
situation before the 8ecretary of State for the Colonies, and to 
suggest the nece,;sity either of removing that proportion of those 
Corps which is composed of deserters, or to augment the Garrison 
by such numbers as ,;}rnll enable me effectually to overawe them. 

It was ccrtaiuly an experiment wisely made to send this 
Description of :Force hither where change of scene and the finest 
climate and the best <Juarters (probably) in the world might have 
malle them reflect on the lenity which had been shewn them, and 
have in<luced them to better courses, hut whatever beneficial effects 
might reasonauly have been expected from the measure, the in­
vetemcy arising from long continued bad habits has rendered 
them illu. ive, and there seems to be no expedient short of 
separation, and employment with a large body of well disposed 
troops, calculated to check the evil. 

In speaking thus of the men of these Corps, I must in justice 
a,M that the Ofiicers of all Hanks hn:ve clone all thnt could be 
e ·pected of them, and I have reason 1.o express myself perfeclly 
satiHfie<l with th< ir e.·ertions. 

I am calle<l upon to take tl1is opportunity of requesting you to 
submit, to Jliq Hoyal Highness that the dutic~ of this Station 
(whilst it sliall continue nPccssary, as it is at prei;ent, to employ 

I 
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1100 men on the Frontiers) cannot be performed with any regard 
to the security of the different Departments, or to the health of 
the Soldier, with less (on the most reduced scale) than 3000 
Infantry and 2 Squadrons of Cavalry, and I trust it will be in 
His Hoyal Highness's power to cause such augmentation in the 
permanent Force of this Command as shall be suffieient for these 
objects. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HE;,RY S0111ERSET. 

L Original. J 

Letter from T. r. COURTENAY, EflQRE., to 
HENRY GOULBURN, 1•:sQRE. 

CANNON Row, 15th November 1817. 

Srn,-1 yesterday received from Lord Charles Somerset an 
intimation, that the Cape Regiment was finally to be reduced 
on the 24th of September last, and that in lieu thereof a Corps 
of Cavalry and Infantry was to be established, under the command 
of a Major, ancl having only one Captain, four Subalterns, and 
247 non-commissioned oflicers and privates. 

I presume that if any of the cornmissioneu officers should come 
to England upon leave of absence, they are to receive full pay 
in the manner in which the oiTicers of the Cape llegiment have 
received it; but I take this opportunity of soliciting Lord 
Bathurst's final Instructions as to the period at which the full 
pay of the Colonel and other officers of the late regiment is to 
be considereu as having ceased, and also of recalling his Lorclsbip's 
attention to so much of my letter of 20th June 181G as re­
lates to the allowance of £35 made to the chief paymaster 
at Albany Barracks, on account of the payment of tl:e ( 'ape 
omcers. 

The re<lnction of the regiment will very matcrin.l1y dimini~h 
the amount of the payments made in Engtmd on aecount rif the 
Uolony; but one such payment will remain, of whie;h l have to 
re<1uest Lord Ilathurst's particular notiee. 

Loru Charles ~omerset informs me that having receive<l directions 
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from the Secretary of State, for paying over all the surplus of 
Colonial funds after payment of tlte expernliture at the Cape, to 
the Commissariat at that place, it will Le henceforward out of 
his power to remit money to England unless for such supplies as 
may Le absolutely necessary. 

In this arrangement no provision is made fur the proportion, 
charged upon the Cape, of the expenses of the Colonial .Audit 
Office, ,vhich proportion generally amounts to £1,200. 

To the year 181G inclusive, this charge has Leen made good by 
remittance from the Colony; the amount for 1817 is still clue 
from the Colony, and there will be a demand in January 1818 
for £1~00 on acrount; of that year. 

On these accounts, as well as for any further payments which 
I may still have to make on account; of the Regiment, for advances 
to chaplains or other chargL'S occasionally incurre<l Ly Lonl 
Batlrnr,-,t's order, I shall be under the necec;c;ity of soliciting an 
issue of at least £~000 very early in the ensuing year. 

In the years 181.i, 181G, and 1817, the deLt of the colony to 
this country ha not Leen encreased; and I woul<l humbly submit 
to Lonl Bathurst's consideration, whether it is desirable that the 
accounts of Army extraordinaries should again begin to exhibit 
issues from this Treasury on account of the CJape. 

Certainly, if the effect of sueh i1s;;ues is, Lo lessen the amount 
of the Commissariat drafts upon the Treasury, the state of the 
account ,vith the Colonial Oovernment is in fact the same, as if 
a remittance corrc. ponding with those issues were made Ly the 
Colony; but as the Act of 54th Geo. :l, c. 18+ specially re11uires 
that the amount of lhe expenses of the Audit Ollice shall be Lorne 
and !lefrayc<l Ly and out of the revenues of the Colony, and shall 
Le paid and remitte1l thcreout as may be direuted hy the Lords 
Commi ·sioners of the Treasury, it appears to me highly desirable, 
that no charge incurred under llrnt Act should appear on the face 
of the public accounts of c:reat Britain. 

l'erhaps the most comcnie11t; anangcmcnt, combining the 
a<h-a11tage of a correct settlement of accounts, and compliance 
with the .Act;, with that of facilitating the 'ou1111is!;ariat paymeuts 
at the l'ape, woul,l b •, that the Commi sury should furnish to 
the Colonial ( :ovcmme11t Hills upon the Treasury, for all sums 
receiretl liy him 011t of the <'olonial Hevenues, such Lills to he 
remittetl to the Ag ·nt for the purpo~e of defraying the Colonial 
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charges here, and of reducing the debt, which still remains from 
t,he Colonial to the British Treasury. I have &c. 

(Signed) Tn. PER. COURTE~AY, 
Colonial Agent, for the Cape of Good Hope. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from LORD BATHURST to LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

CoLONIAL OFFICE, 21st No1:ember 1817. 

MY LORD,-I havr, had the honor to receive and to lay before 
The Prince Regent Your Lordship's dispatch No. 93 of the 13th 
of September last, enclosing a Memorandum of the Establishment 
of a Colonial Corps which You propose should be formed upon 
the reduction of the Cape Regiment; and I am commanded to 
signify to Your Lordship His Royal Highness's gracious appro­
bation of the Arrangement as suggested by you in the dispatch 
above referred to. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter Jroni LORD BATHURST to LOIW CHARLES SOMERSET. 

COLONIAL On·1cB, 2l8t November 1817. 

MY Lo1m,-I have received and laid before The Prince Regent 
Your Lordship's dispatch No. 92 of the l~th of September last, 
referring the re<1uest of l\fr. Ch. Thalman to be admitted to the 
rights of Burghership of the Cape of Good Hope, altho' his 
residence in the Colony for five successive years had not been 
completed; and I have the honour to acquaint Your Lordship 
that His Royal Highness has been pleased to accede to Your 
recommendation in favor of Mr. Thalman, whose Case appears 
to come within the exceptions provided for in my dispatch 
No. 75 upon the su1Jject of Deeds of Burghership being granted 
to aliens of good Character and Conduct. I have &c. 

(Signed) B\.TJIUR, T. 

 

 



Rec01Yls of the Gape Gulrmy. 

[Copy.] 

Letter from the Colonial Scctetary to the Commissary 
of Vcntlucs. 

419 

COLONIAL OFFICE, 24th November, 1817. 

Rrn,-The late vacancy of the situation of afslager in your 
department, and some circumstances connected with the mode 
in which the vendue clerks awl afslagers have performed in 
various instances the duties intrusted to them, which have been 
brought to his Excellency the Governor's knowledge, have induced 
his Excellency to call for the Instructions under which these 
officers have been supposed to act, and by such reference to 
discover that there is a necessity of having a complete set of 
instructions framed for both these descriptions of public officers, 
which they shall be directed to sign and swear to the observ­
ance of. 

It is his Excellency's desire that you may be pleased to draw 
up for his approval a draft of instructions for these two branches 
of your department, so framed as to meet che objects you shall 
judge most likely to emurace the interests of the puulic and your 
own security, beariog in mind that these persons are to be debarred 
from purchasing, directly or indirectly, at any public sales what­
ever; his Excellency is not willing to in::;ist upon those persons 
who fill these situations at present quitting any interest they may 
have in retail stores, uut his Excellency thinks that it will be 
advantageous to the vendue officers, and meet the wishes of the 
puhlic, whose jealousy on this head has been often expressed, if, 
in future appointments of this nature, it :shall be stipulated that 
the parties shall not hold stores or be interested in any retail trade 
whatcYer. l haYe &c. 

(Signed} C. nmn. 

[Office Copy.] 

Lrttcr f roni Lonn DAT HURST to LORD On AHLES So:-.rnHSJ<~T. 

COLONIAL OF~'JCE, 26/h Noi•err.be1· 1817. 

:MY LORD, - I had the honour to receive on the 17th Im,tant 
your Lonhihip's dispatch No. 9± of the 13th ,'eptumber last, 

~ E 2 
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relative to the Arrangements which Your Lordship has deemerl 
expedient with regard to certain Colonial Oflices at the Cape, aml 
I beg to acquaint you in answer that however umrilling I shoulcl 
be to submit to the 8anction of the l'rince Regent any measures 
the tendency of which is to increase the expenditure of the 
Colony, yet I could not but consider myself called upon under 
the representation contained in Your dispatch, to recommend 
Mr. Diemel's and Mr. Hemmy's Cases to the favorable Notice of 
His Royal Highness, the former on the grouml of his long and 
faithful services in the Colony and the latter on account of his 
destitute situation. 

I have the satisfaction of acquainting Your Lordship that Ilis 
Royal Highness has been 1>leased to approve the Allowance which 
you propose assigning to these C:entl,,men. His Hoyal Highness 
has also been pleased to sanction the Appointment of Mr. Fleck 
as Mr. Diemel's successor. 

With respect t0 the other official .Arrangements noticed in your 
dispatch, I am to signify to Your Lordship His Royal Highness's 
Approbation of the Appointment of a Second Deputy :Fiscal with 
a salary of 3000 Dollars per Annum, and also the augmentation 
of 500 Dollars to the Salary of the 1st Clerk in the Secretary's 
Office. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATIIUI!ST. 

[Office 'opy.J 

& Letter froni Lorm BATIIt:RST to LORD Cn.un.Es So:mmsF.T. 

COLONIAL On·ICE, 27 Novemlier 1817. 

MY LoRD,-I have the honour to acquaint Your Lordship that 
His Hoyal Highness The Prince Regent has heen plcasecl to 
appoint Mr. Michael 1'Carthy to succeed Mr. Sheridan as 'ivil 
Paymaster at the Cape, and You will, on his Arri val in the 
Colony, put him in possession of that Appointment. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 
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[Original.] 

Letter froui LOIW CHARLES So:1IERSET to EARL BATHURST. 

CArE OF Goov HOFE, November 28th 1817. 

MY Lonn,-It is a matter so irksome to me to state my opinion 
in opposition to any reg11lations laid down by His Royal Highness 
1 he Prince Regent's Government, that it is with extreme reluct­
ance 1 take up my pen to do so. At the same time I am com­
pelled by a sense of duty, and the anxiety with which Your 
Lordship has expressed yourself with regard to Public Economy, 
to put Your Lordship in possession (by a confidential communica­
tion) of consequences attendant upon a late regulation touching 
the Army here, which creates a very considerable additional 
expence, and as its effects are extremely injurious to the health 
and conduct of the soldiers, it is not only inexpedient but very 
prejudicial. The ration to the soldier was 

1 lb. of bread} Dail 
1 lb. of meat Y 
8 ounces of sugar } W eekl 
5 ounces of coffee Y 

The weekly allowance, tho' certainly too scanty, afforded a break­
fa~t to the soldier, and the daily one .an ample supply for his 
other mealR. 

to 
By a warrant dated the lGth July 181G, the ration was chang'd 

1 lb. of bread ) 
l lb. of meat 
l pint of wine Daily 
or 3"1 or a pint 
of spirits 

For each of these Gd. per day of each man's pay was withheld by 
OowrnmenL. 

The former ration cost the Government on this station, 3~d. 
sterling, ihe new ration costs Gid. sterling. 

The additional expenditnre by the adoption of the new ration is 
in the present force here, (reduced arnl inadequate as it now is in 
numbers to the duties required of it) £-4-5 13s. 4~d. sterling per 
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day, or £1G,G0\J 0s. 5N. sterling per annum as your Lordship will 
perceive by the calculations set forth in the enclosure. This 
statement is made without reference to the incalculable expence 
further incurred in conveying the wine ancl spirits to the different 
military posts on the ]frontiers ; it is sent from Uape Town hy 
sea to Algoa Bay, from whence to some of the posts it must be 
conveyecl by land 300 or 350 miles at an expence triple that of 
the value of the articles. 

I have felt the effects of this change of ration (which from 
unavoidable circumstances commenced here only on the 1st of 
September last) most lamentably in the health of the men, but 
still more in their conduct, and these circumstances, combined 
with the enormous increase it causes in the Commissariat charges, 
induce me to put your Lordship in possession of the facts to urge, 
or not, with Lord l'almerston as Your Lordship may deem ex­
pedient. 

As by the old ration, a considerable saving (perhaps an unfair 
0110) accrues to Government out of the money stopped from the 
soldiers' pay, I hope that it may not be thought presumptuous in 
me to propose that I may be permitted to increase the weekly 
allowance of coffee and sugar, still keeping within the amount of 
the stoppage from the soldiers' pay. 

Since the discontinuance of the allowance of Bat and :Forage to 
the officers on this Station, their means of living have heen much 
straightened, in consequence of the exoruitaut price of all Euro­
pean articles with which they nre necessitated to furnish them­
selves. It would be a considerable relief to them if the rntions 
authorized to be drawn by IIis Hoyal Highness the l'rincu 
Jtegent's warrant of the lGth of July 181G, were receiveu Ly 
them without payment, in lieu of paying 2V. per ration, and the 
cost Lo the public would be inconsi1lerable. 

This payment of 2½rl. per ration is intended to be, arnl in tho 
\Vest Indies and other Stations where the ration costs the puulic 
211. to 2s. Grl. sterling is, a very great boon to the oflicer; but here, 
(when Your Lordship perceives by the enclosed statement) that 
the ration costs only 3V. sterling this intended indulgence loses 
its effect. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES lIEXTIY , 'O!i!EHSET. 
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[Copy.] 

Letter from MAJOR FRASER to MAJOR ROGERS. 

GRAJIAM's TowN, 2f!th November 1817. 

Srn,-I am truly concerned at having to report for the informa,­
tion of His Excellency the Governor and Commander of the Forces 
the many crimes committed by the Troops now stationed on the 
frontier and particularly the present serious circumstance of four 
soldiers of the 60th Regiment having deserted with their arms and 
ammunition into Kafferland, as stated in the enclosed copy of 
reports from Captain Githen (this moment received). I had 
reason to hope that before now the Kaffers would have sent out 
the two men of the 60th who deserted from the same Post during 
Lieut. Col. Prentice's command, which would deter others from 
entering Kafferlan<l in like manner; but from the great elapse of 
time, I am fearful of the serious consequences which may a.rise in 
ihe event of the Kaffers harhouring these people, in which case, 
from the apparent disposition of some of the Troops, there is great 
reason to apprehend that others will follow t 1e example of those 
who have already entered Kafferland, and it may become more 
alarming, as they ~come better acquainted with the country. I 
have hitherto done all in my power to get back the two deserters, 
but without effect. I will lose no time in sending another 
message to Gaika and a letter to the Missionary Mr. Williams 
on this subject, I will likewise send two Hottentots into Kaffer­
land for the purpose of quietly endeavouring to ascertain the 
retreat of these deserters, and if they are screened by the Kaffers. 
I shall forthwith make Col. Cuyler acquainted with the purport 
of this letter, and solicit his advice with regard to such means as 
he would recommend for the recovery of these people as the surest 
means of preventing repetitions thereof. 

It woul<l be of no avail my removing the 60th from their 
present station, and replacing them by the 72nd, as in that case I 
would have to send either the GOth or Royal African Corps to 
occupy the posts in the neighbourhoocl of .Baviaans river or 
Bruintjes IIoogte, when (if inclined) they woulcl have equal access 
of deserting into Kafferlancl or elsewhere, and be rather more in 
the WflY of committing other crimes when intermixed with the 
inhabitants. 
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The repeated examples which unavoidably take place by 
sentence of Detachment arnl Regimental Courts Martial seem 
to make but very little impression on the minds of these meu. 

I have sent express in all directions to both civil and military, 
intimating the desertion of these men in case they may be induced 
from any circumstance to return to the Colony. Anxiously 
awaiting His Excellency's instructions, I have &t:. 

(Signed) G. S. F1W,ER, ::\fajor Commanding }'rontier. 

r.S. The warrant to enable me to assemble a General Court 
Martial received on the 26th inst. 

(Signed) G. S. l!'n.\SER. 

----

l Office 8opy.J 

Letter from LORD BATHuRST to Lono CH.\RLES So~rnnsET. 

COLONIAL 0Fl"ICE, 2nd Decenwa 1817. 

MY Lmm,-\Vith reference to the Communications which ham 
been made to Your Lordship relative to the transfer of any 
Surplus Henmne at the C'apc of Good Hope to the Commissariat, 
as recommended by the Lon1s Commissioners of His Majei>ty's 
Treasury, I lwse to <1esiru Your Lonlship woul<l he pleasr<l to 
transmit to me annually a Statement of all Rums which in 
pursuance of su<'l1 anangement yon may have caused to be paid 
over to the Department in que~tiou. I have &c. 

( ~igned) 13.\.TIIUit:·i"r. 

l Office Copy. j 

Letter froni Lonn Jt\TIIUHST lo Lonn Cll.\RLES Smtm:sET. 

COLONIAL On·rcE, 8th Decembrr 1817. 

MY LORD,-! have the honour to tmnsmit to your Lordship the 
Copy of a Letter addressed to my "(Jll(lcr Hecretary by 'omrnand 
of the Lords Commissioners of His :Maje -ty's Treasury, stating 
the difficulties which have arisen in admitting to entry certain 
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Vessels with Cargoes from the Cape of Good Hope in consequence 
of an omission on the part of the Colonial Custom House to verify 
their ::\fanifesto as required by Law. 

'The enclosures will sufficiently explain to Your Lordship the 
Nature of the inconvenience in the Case of the Selina and TVarrior, 
and the Measures taken in this Country to remedy it and to meet 
any other Ca,;e of the same description which may occur within 
a limited period; and I am sure Your Lordship will see the 
Necessity of instructing the Officers of the Customs within Your 
(fovernment to perform the Acts required by the 54 Geo. 3, 
Cap. 3G, a nun compliance with which will produce such serious 
injury to the Trade of the Colony. I have &c. 

(Signed) DATIIURST. 

l Original.] 

Letter froni LORD CIU.RLES SmrnRSET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE OF Goon HOPE, 18th December 1817. 

MY LORD,-AWhe close of a confidential communication which 
I had lately the honour of addressing to your Lordship, I had 
occasion cursorily to ouscrve that it were to be ·wished that our 
Border on the side of the Caffres could be settled by many of those 
Emigrants from England who were sai<l to be most anxious to find 
employment a11d foo<l in new Countries and to whom the Home 
Govemmt>nt was understood to afford facilities in the .attainment 
of their ohject. 

ln endeavouring to develop the hint then thrown out, I believe 
I shall host be enaule<l to meet the questions propose<l to me in 
your Lor1lsbip's dispatch of the 18th July last relative to giving 
encouragement to this description of mHleriaking. 

I should. perhaps first observe to your Lordship that although 
this extensive country is very thinly peopled, yet from the mode 
by which land has been di,;tril.mtcd in former times, little remains 
( except in the remote and frontier districts) wl1ich is not already 
private property; or I should prohu uly be more correct in 
saying that, with the ahove exeeption, every p::irt is occupied " ·bich 
could be usefully emrloyecl; such land as is still without a 
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particular proprietor is either unfit for cultivation or pasture, or is 
so totally destitute of water th:tt it must ever remain uninhabit­
able. The great want of water, the total absence of navigable 
rivers or of inland communication by water carriage, must ever be 
the great drawbacks to the full peopling of this Colony and operate 
as the strongest checks to such speculators as have views upon it; 
they are not however altogether insurmountable ; far more 
accurate investigation than what has hitherto taken place along 
the East coast (at least GOO miles in extent) may and probably will 
discover inlets from whence a coasting trade with the capital may 
1.Je profitably and safely carried on, to the great improYement of 
the interior for many miles. 

I have made this remark before coming to the particular subject 
of this letter, in order to say further, that although the laud coast­
wise from Cape Point to tlie Sitsikamma forest is nearly all 
alienated, yet that much of it is to be procured from the proprietors 
at Yery reasonablf-l prices ; and in support of my supposition that 
many inlets may be discovered from which a coasting trade may 
be carried on, to a(ld, that the mouth of the Breede river in the 
Swellen<lam District ( contrary to universal opinion) has within 
these Jast two years 1.Jcen found to he open for small vessels, of 
which two are now constant traders from I>ort Beaufort to Cape 
Town, and that the more important discovery of a large and 
capacious land-locked Harbour in the Knysna Hivcr has been made 
since I have had the honour of administering this Government. 
The advantages likely to result from this last discovery appear to 
strike all nautical men whom I haYe had an opportunity of 
consulting npon them very forcibly, and the present Naval Com­
missioner (Sir ,J. Brenton) has, I believe, urge(l strongly the benefit 
to be expecte(l frorn establishing a fow families there for the 
purpose of making experimrnts in the cultivation of hemp, for 
whieh the soil is said to be peculiarly well a(laptcd. 

Much valuable produce may hereafter become exportable through 
this channel from the fertile arnl well watere(l vale of the Lange 
Kloof (100 miles in extent), and from that er1ual1y fertile division, 
the (1augo, 1.Joth which are situated immediately behind it. 

But however fertile these J >i visions may he, they arc not to he 
compared to those which are situate(! hetween the Grcnt l◄'ish Hiver 
(the Caffcr Boundary) antl the f,;u]l(lay Hivcr in the Uitenhage 
District. Herc is indeed a very Jiue country upon which to 

 

 



Records of the Cape Colony. 437 

employ and maintain a multitude of settlers. This tract of 
country, particularly healthy for every description of cattla and 
sheep, well wooded and having very fine s1Jrings in it, is very 
nearly uninhabited. The paucity of bor<lerers has been such that 
they have never been able to settle here in quiet; the Caffers, 
whose territory is on the East side of the Great Fish Iliver and 
whose propensity to thieving is similar to that of most other 
swages, have continu:1Jly viewed the occupation of this fine 
country by the Colonists with jealousy, and have molested them 
so systematically by constant depredations upon their herds, that 
insulated settlers haYe imbibed a great dread of occupying land in 
the vicinity of these artful marauders, who not very many years 
since, taking advantage of the intestine divisions of the Colonists 
of the Border and of the absence of Military force, had driven them 
entirely out of the Zuureveld, which is the name of this part of 
the Province of Uitenhage. This success had emboldened the 
Caffers to such a degree that their depredations increased to a great 
extent, they having penetrated far into the Graaf!' Reinet District 
and laid waste that of Uitenhage quite to the Lange Kloof. It 
was found necessary in 1812 to drive them back by military 
measures, as your Lordship is aware, and since that period to keep 
a military force o the l<'rontier to check further inroad and to give 
time for settlers to establish themselves in such strength and 
numbers as shall supercede the necessity of keeping a military 
force for their protection. 

This then is the situation of that part of this country which I 
would wish to draw your Lordship's attention to the settlement of, 
as a measure of Govemment, fairly stating to your Lerdship tile 
disa<lvantages to which settlers would be at first exposed, and not 
disguising from you that I am much swaye<l in recommending the 
plan by a strong wish to be able eventually to withdraw the 
military detachments from that quarter for many reasons which 
are not at this moment the sulJject of discussion. 

It, is just that Rcttlers should be aware that their property will 
he, in some measure, exposed in the first instance to he plundered 
hy their restless neighbours unless their own vigilance and courage 
shall considerably aid in protecting it; but it is at the same time 
proper to tell them that Yigilance and courage will have the effect 
CJf giving their property efficient protection; that the CaITers do 
not molest those ham lets when: six or seven families unite together 
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for mutual support, and are constantly on the a1erL for their defence 
in case of attack. \Ve have several instances of associations of 
this nature living in perfect security quite on the Bonler of the 
]Tish river, not 100 yards from the Caifer country; The Caffors are 
constantly on the watch an<l commit their thefts when they discover 
our settlers to be off their guard; the henls of these families are 
tende<l in common by armed watchmen, should these he irnloleut 
or negligent they are the victims of their supineness by the loss ol' 
their property and sometimes the sleeping herdsmen lose their 
lives. It is obvious that increase of population will remedy this 
eYil, and that the Caffers cannot, from their not using firearms, be 
any match for Europeans who h:ive such to oppose to them. 

Having thus stated the disa<ivantages to which settlers would 
be liable in the country we have to offer them, it is now necessary 
to advert to the more favourable side of the picture, and to say 
that their reward is to be found in the cultivation of a most fertile 
soil in the most healthy ancl temperate climate in the Univerne, 
where cold is never so piercing as to congeal water, anJ where the 
rays of the sun are never so powerful as to render exposure to them 
injurious or to impede the wm·ll labours of the field. 

The usual tenure of the Colony is that of perpetual <]_uit rent, 
the land to be granted is suryeye<l, defined, and described by the 
local .:\Iagistrates and fiurvcyor nctiug un<ler their dir •ctions, and 
the new proprietor enters upon what is cPded to him, liaving 
accurate land marks to limit l1is possession. The terms which 
lrnve been hel<l out to the Colonists (as fully described in the 
enclosed copy of a letter tu the l\faµistracy of Uil•!nhage) are so 
encouraging to c,ettlers tlwt it docs nut appear to me Umt il woul<l 
Le of any pmctieal utility to add tu the adrnntages which are 
therein point<id out, in favom of new comer.~; it is saiJ. that the 
new settler shall olJtain lantl in 1n-oport ion to the means he 
posf'esscs, anJ. it will be ull\ ious to your Lord:;hip that the :\fagis­
trates on the spot must be the best jml11 es of the means the party 
settling brings with him, the m1mber of families all(l the <pianlity 
of stock: to emigrants howcn:r ,vltu woul<I be some time before 
they could fin<l suL ·istc•nee from the returns of Lhe soil thoy woul<l 
have to llfeak up, rations might be i ·sue<[ as to Roldit•rs fur a 
limite<l period, but your Lurd:;hip 11111st be well aware that 'Yery 
individual should as soon ns 11ossilile Le left to dcpcu<l upon his 
indu. try for his support, and that the sy~Lem of muiutai11ing 
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labourers otherwise than by payment in proportion to their work 
is one which makes men careless and induces habits of idleness. 

In resuming then, I will venture to answer your Lordship's 
second query first, and to say that it would be most advisable to 
make a consiclerable grant to an individual who should procure 
subordinate labourers for its cultivation, rather than to encourage 
insulated cultivators, as such individual would be enabled to guide 
the inferior settlers avd to establish such a system of mutual 
support among them as should ensure their perfect security. Thus 
an individual bringing with him families which should contain 
from 25 to 50 male labourers amongst which there should be a 
proportion of Artificers, would be allowed to occupy 2000 morgen 
( 4000 English acres) in the first instance according to the regula­
tions at present in force. These would contain a portion of fine 
garden ground, arable land and grazing ground for the cattle for 
agricultural purposes and supplies. 

Should the industry of the individuals recommend them to 
Government or should it appear expedient afterwards to extend 
the establishment, a larger grant would then be made; but it 
must be understood that the 2nd clause of the regulations enclosed 
will be most rigidly adhered to. 

It would be th'& interest of such an individual to study the 
answer to your Lordship's first query, it being laid down that 
upon a most fruitful soil the same species of cultivation which 
affords food to man in our country is most likely to be successful 
here, adding to which, that when the immediate wants of the 
new settlers are supplied, no country yields finer wool than may 
be here reared; that the corn of this Colony has brought in the 
London market the highest price known there; that tobacco is 
an article which might be advantageously cultivated and prepared 
so as to equal the best American produce; and that experiments 
upon the cotton plant have proved that it may be cultivated here 
to the greatest advantage. 

I am not aware that it would be of any material injury to 
the Revenue to grant to s11ch settlers as might be established 
in the districts here pointed out, certain limited exemptions from 
local taxes; but I think such exemptions, it should be discretional 
in the Governor at the time to allow or not, according to circum­
stances, as I do not suppose a Governor would use such a discretion 
injuriously to the individual, while the stipulation for positive 
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exemption to one class of settlers might create jealousies in the 
minds of others who, under other covenants, could not be thought 
entitled to similar privileges. 

Having thus endeavoured briefly to explain to your Lordship 
the nature of ground we have to alienate, the circumstances under 
which settlers will be placed in the first instance, the disadvantages 
they will labour under from local causes, and the obvious advantages 
which they may fairly look forward t0 in the cultivation and 
settling of this inviting country, and having answered your Lord­
ship's queries on the several points pruposcd to me, it remains to 
say a few words upon the introduction here of Emigrant Artificers 
and laborers. 

Numbers of these would find ample employment and receive in 
remuneration for that employment comfortalJle lodging and hoard, 
from 12 to 15 Rixclollars a month if labourers, or more if artificers, 
according to their several professions and merits. 

The Colonial Office has issued within the laf't 15 months near 
800 permanent passes mostly to discharged soldiers, sailors, and 
others of the working class, who are s0 mixed in with the 
labouring community that the number thus added to it is not 
perceptible, and l\fr. Moodie (who delivered to me letters from 
your Lordship and) who hrought to the Colony in three separate 
detachments about 200 mechanics, has not founcl it very difficult 
to dispose of the Indentures (for 3 years) of these men (to them­
selves chiefly), at from £50 to £GO sterling each. 

Your Lonlship will judge from these circumstances in how 
much request labour of tl1is sort is here, and it must be ol,vious 
that if the persons ahoYo alluclell to can, in the courne of three 
years, realize wherewith to cliscliargc the expense which Mr. 
]\foodie has incurred on their account to the amount of £GO or 
£GO each, with what a<lvantagc iudustrious emigrant artificers and 
labourers would come here, were a. free passage granted them by 
Government at home. 

It is however essential that no prospect be held out to this 
class of emigrants beyond the usual rewanl which follows indm1try 
and regularity, an<l that if they arc sent out at public cxpcuse 
they shall not continue to be maintained at such expense hcyon<l 
a very limited periocl subsequent to their anivnl ( except in cases 
of sickncf<s), which limitation must luwe the effect, of forcing them 
into employment, from whid1 uumbcrs "·ould hold back 1-10 long 
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as they could find maintenance without working for it. It is also 
to be remembered that the class of emigrants is not in general 
composed of men of those intlustrious antl orderly habits which 
would ensure to themselves success in their undertaking, but is 
more correctly described by Capt. Beaver as a set of " drunken, 
lazy, dishonest, imr,atient cowartls." :From such characters I 
must rely upon your Lordship's best endeavours to protect us, 
as it must be obvious how troublesome to the Colonial Magistracy 
antl how injurious to our prosperity they would be. 

Trusting that these observations are not irrelevant to the 
information your Lordship has required from me, I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SOMERSET. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from LORD BATIIuRST to LORD CHARLES SO:\rERSET. 

LONDON, 19 Dectrnber 1817 

MY LORD,-In virtue of a late Act of Parliament 57 Geo. 3, 
Cap. 3G, for regulating the trade to and from Places within the 
Limits of the Charter of the East India Company and certain 
Possessions of His Majesty in the Mediterranean, Licenc'3s have 
been grantetl to several Vessels by the Governors of Malta and 
GibralLar, which ( on account of a proper form of Licence not 
having been forwartled to these Officers with the above Act) will 
be found to differ in point of form from those usually "granted by 
tho Commissioners for tho Affairs of India and the Court of 
Directors of the East lntlia Company. 

I have therefore to instruct Your Lordship not to detain nor 
prohiLit from proceeding to India, V •ss •ls coming from Malta and 
Gibraltar which may he furnished with the informal Licences 
al.Jove described. l have &c. 

(Signed) DATIIUitST. 

 

 



432 Ilcronls of tl.c Cape Colnny. 

[ Original. J 
Letter from LORD OIIAHLES So,rnRSET to 

EAHL BATIIUHST. 

CAPE OF Gooo HOPE, l!lth Deccm11er 1817. 

MY LonD,-In addition to the confidential communication which 
I had the honour to addros to your Lordship last mouth, on tho 
subject of the conduct of the men lately sent out to join the 
1st Battalion of the G0th l<'oot and of the Hoyal African Corp8, 
I have now the honour to transmit to your Lordship a report 
which has just reached me of four of the men of the first named 
Corps having deserted from one of the outposts to the Caffers 
with their arms, ammunition, &c., which circum<stance fully 
confirms the apprehension I expressed to your Lordship on this 
point, and I beg to call your Lordship's attention to the reasoning 
of Major Fraser, the oflicer commanding on the frontier, to the 
same effect. I have &c. 

(Rigned) CHARLES Jimrny 80:'IU:RSET. 

-- ---

[ Original. J 
lcttrr from Lono Cu:1.1tL1:s Smrnm-mr to 

E.uu, 13ATHUHST. 

CAPE OF Ooon IloP1~. l!Jth Derrml,rr 1817. 

MY DE.\R Lonn,--I have had some clilftcult,y in r •plying to your 
dispatch No. 22 of the 28th ,Tuly last, as altho' I feel most 
strongly the advantages which wonlcl arise to this Retilement, 
to the Mother Conntry, and eventually to the J~migiants them­
selves, still l c~nnot but appreltcmcl that ihey might form 
extravagant e.·pectations which would not he realized. I tlwr ,_ 
fore have been as gunr(lecl in my reply as possible, which lllay 
give an imprei,sion that it is not calculated to give as much 
encouragement to the plan as might have been expect,,cl. 

One circumstance has ever weighed most strongly with me, 
and will I am confident be duly appreciate(! by your Lordship, 
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that is, that the introduction of a class of free labourers here will 
tend more to lessen the value of slaves, and thus by degrees lead 
to the abolition of this horrid establishment, than any other 
measure or circumstance. Your Lordship will perceive that I 
could not very properly use this argument in a public despatch, 
and leave it on record here, where slaves are considered most 
valuable property. 

I have established u school for all the Government slave 
children after 6 years old. At 12 they will be apprenticed, and 
my purpose is that at the expiration of their apprenticeship all 
should be emancipated unless anyone should, by the irregularity 
of his conduct, prove himself unworthy of such bounty. Thus 
the Government will set an example which I trust may be 
followed by others, but I am sorry to say that I cannot get slave 
masters to join me in sending their children to our school. 

I am happy to say that our finances are more prosperous than 
I could have expected after the diminution of the army here, and 
if your Lordship will protect us from further duty on our wines, 
great improvements will be made in that article, and in a few 
years we may render an aid to the mother country very little 
expected, but I entreat your Lordship to use your powerful 
influence against tii'e adoption of a measure that would be fatal 
to the Colonial interests here, and as far as the amount of duty is 
concerned impolitic at home. 

I have written so fully in my confidential letters to your 
Lordship on the character of the troops here that I need not 
trouble your Lordship further on that very serious subject. 

Sir Jahleel Brenton is now at our newly discovered port, the 
Knysna, from whence I trust great supplies of timber will be 
drawn for England, and a general coasting trade established. 

Permit me to assure &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SOMERSET. 

2 F 
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[Copy.] 

Abstract of the Accounts of Jlis }.fajcsty's Rrceivrr Gc;ural at 
the Cape of Good Hope for the year 1817. 

REVENUE: 

Balanco 
Lombard bank 
Discount bank 
Vendue duties 
Customs 
Land revenue 
'l'ithcs aud transfer duties 
Stamps 
Sc<\ ucstrator's department 
Printing department. 
Commando tax 
Port dues 
Postage 
:Fine 
Fees of ofiiccs 

Do. wi11e ta ter's dcpartnw11t 
Annual ro1,ayment by Stcllculmsch . 
1\cnt of a mill 
Misccllauoous rccci pts 

Civil list, 11tcrling alarie 
Colonial snlarics 

J•,.·pi-,.·mT 1m: 

H<ls. 

l'ul.,lic huil,liugs (erection of 11cw and rc1 ir of olll liuildiu 
&c.) . 

\•C regiment 
Pay of lluttontot captaius 
001111111 sariat e. 1iens011 
ExpcuscR of ollices . 
Urilllinal vri ·oncrs and couvict8 
H m1ttawe tu colonial a"<'Ht 
~'rmght am pa sage money, tr veiling c !IOU e , c. 

Carried fon ·ard • 

Reis. skll. st. 
3\1,224 2 ~ 6 

78, 188 3 ')3 7_ 
woo 

25,7\10 3 0 
132,088 1 o. 
288,3fi5 G 3 

71,760 2 1 
2fi!I, 7!11 0 0 
rnn,214 4 0 
1G,8i5 1 1 
rn,nrn 7 0 
71,117 0 0 
14,!l' I 1 0 
12,02;; 2 0 

f,20 0 0 
G:l,:l:l!l 2 0 
~1,Gan 2 0 
3,000 0 0 

170 fi ·1 
3,:118 4 51 

1,:11s,:rn:1 0 :i , 

n,1 .. 1kll . st. 
~H),:1,3:I 4 t 
11 t,ri:;s a 5 

:31, 175 ·1 0 
Ht!i,fiti7 Ii !it 

1,.11:i 7 t 
!10,000 0 0 
:l:1,7UO ~ 5 
10,7!!~ 7 0 
11,~:!:i 7 fil 
1 ,:1r:o 7 8 

1,0!1",4 V 4¼ 
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Rds. ekll. st. 
Brought forward 

Hon o rent au,! lo<l ing money. 
1, 09:i, 48!) 3 4l 

\'e selR an,! hoat , purcha c money an<l repairs of <litto, in­
clt1<lin' charge of tho harbour 111astcr's 1lcpartmcnts 
at oulJ •ts . 

Buck hay, Grootepust aud Somerset's establishments 
Frontier servico 
Government Con tnntia wine . 
Commi siun of circuit 
Annual rc1r.iymeut by Stellenbosch (dcstroyc<l) 
V cndu" dcpnrtlllent 
:Mi cellanoous expcuditure 

Balance 

,251 

11,710 
9,52:l 
2,414 
6,\!21 
9,GiO 
3,00·:) 

21,875 
45,\!59 

103,ii37 

0 4l 

fl 3 
5 2 
7 5½ 
0 0 
4 2 
0 0 
7 5} 
1 3¼ 

2 31 

Rds. 1,318,3!)3 0 3i 

(Signed) J. \V. STOLL, Receiver General. 

MI. CELLA. "EOU, RECEIPTS :-1817. 

Fi c l's department, tho amount of e.·pcn~cs ref m<1c<l by 
evcral ma tcr, who~o ~l:wcs were criminally pro~e­

cutc,l and afterwards returned to them 
Colonial paymn lcr, sundry reimburRemcnt on account of 

Capo rcguucnt 

Rds. skll. Et. 

777 1 4 

2,571 3 l½ 

Total Rds. 3,348 4 5½ 

(Signc<l) J. \V. STOLL, Receiver General. 

2 F :.l 
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SUNDRY EXPENDITURE :-1817. 

J'iL Wolf, articles intended as preHents to the Caffre chiefs 
Executioner . 

Do. 
J. H. Bruchheiser, meat for lions, &c. 
A. I. de Villiers, in reimbursement of certain transfer duties 

paid by him on a piece of land bought out of his late 
mother's estate 

Lieut.-Colonel Bird, for a horse presented to the Caffre chief 
Gaika. 

The committee for managing the funds of the free Rchool at 
Simon's 'l'own, as an allowance 

Mr. Baulcomb, the expen. es of Count Las Cases and his son, 
for seventy-six days 

Executioner . 
J. Lawrence, tools for stone quarry at Robben Island 

Do. Do. 
J. Dick, on accoUJJt of Count Las Cases 
E. Durham, the hire of some articles of furniture for Count 

Las Cases 
Executioner . 
Resident at l'lettenberg'H Bay, for victualling and clothing 

the Government slaves at said place 
J. Tier, for sundry articles sent to the Caffre chiefs as 

presents 
l<'. Becker, for board and lodging of Count Las Catics and 

his son 
Dr. Mackrill, for plants, bulbs and seeds sup]Jlied by him to 

Government 
H. lleegors, for twenty telescopes 
Premiums at the farming of the salt-pans 
J. 1<'. Reitz, Esq., agent to F. \V. l•'agel, EHq., late vendue 

master, the amount of the profits of the veudue oflice 
for the year 1815 . 

Premiums given at the forming of the wine licences 
Mr. A. Sutherland, for twenty Rels of telegraphs . 
J. C. BosHe, for twelve brass engraved badges for CafTre chiefs 
Mr. J. Chisholm, in full of the services rendered by him in 

superintending the making of the new road to Simon's 
Town 

Lieuteuant Higcxlin, in the service of his :Most Christian 
Majesty, the amount of a bill dru.wn by him on the 
French government 

Carried forward 

Rds. •kll. •t. 
gm 0 0 
75 0 0 

159 0 0 
225 0 0 

301 G 2 

250 0 0 

{00 0 0 

1,140 0 0 
90 0 0 
71 0 0 

553 2 0 
440 (j 0 

257 4 0 
44 0 0 

340 0 0 

253 0 0 

2,211 0 0 

GGO 0 0 
1,275 0 0 

180 0 0 

13,00G G 0 
nur, 0 0 

2,114 0 0 
180 0 0 

2,GH 3 2 

14,041 G Gt 
------
-1~, iti~ 7 :it 
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Brought forward . 
Executioner 
J. H. Bruchheiser, meat for lions 
Mr. Bocker, uoard and lodging of Count Las Cases and son 
Executioner . 
C. 11. Villet, se cb for the Ceylon government 
A. J. L,·y, for presents to Caffre chiefs 
J. La" rcnce, tools for stone quarry at Robben Island 
Mr. Bruchheiser, meat for hons, &c .. 

Total 

Rda. 
42,782 

185 
450 
820 

9 
3i4 
8-U 
271 
2is 

Rds. 45,959 

437 

ekll. st. 
7 3¼ 
0 0 
0 0 
0 0 
6 0 
0 0 
2 0 
2 u 
0 0 

1 3¼ 

(Signed) J. W. STOLL, Receiver General. 
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Return showing the Population and Cattle in the Possession of 

CHRISTI.A.NS: Fl\EE BLACKS: HOTTE1'TOTS: 
l\EllRO 

Al'P!\E:\Tln:s: 

i11t t ,, ,t1t!, ;, ~,It l, ,,IJt 
;i ~i ~~ ~~ ~ :i ~~ ~~ ~i ~i ~~ ~~ !~ !~ :] !] ,~ 
.... c.o ...... c.o ~....,. ~ ~ ~ - co - c.o :- .... :.,.. .......... cc - c.o , ~ ~...,. - f.0 ·- (,c) ...... ~ ...... 

------+---,-1 -1-- , l--+--+--l--
~ .... ..., ..... 

1

,.,.. .... ,....,-c en ~ . .-1 r--:.-i ,....,.... ...-.-.t n .... ~, .... .,,... ,.,.. ..... ,......, "1,.., ,.,.. .... ,.,..,... 

l,9771

1

1,366jl,627 1,789 . . 531 343 576 350 195 86: 164 lOR .. . . -.-. -.-. Cape Town . 

Cape District 
Simon's Town 

Stellenbosch 
Swellend&m 
G raalI Rein et 

Uitenhage 
Tnlbagh. 

George 

70! 5031 663 649 142 • • .. .. 2471 2341276 164 2« 64 56 37 
140 84 76 62 .. 25 19 19 13 24 28 20 13 18 .. 7 .. 

l,373,1,090,1,069 1,258 .. .. .. .. .. 507 326 619 346 72 13 18 13 

1,3371,363 936 1,501 10 . . •• • • .. 885 7631 817 792 .. .. .. . . 

1,912 2,3741,505 2,349 . . .. .. .. .. 1,9121,413 2,107 1,434 .. .. .. . • 

1,1401,210 857 1,168 4 •• •• •• •• 839; 656) 884 676 . ..... .. 

1,232 l,228 880 1,340 •. . . .• .. .. l ,2281 93~
1
1,264 971 10 .. 2 . • 

7741 740 551 804 17 . • • • • . • • 6531 6541 690 662 .. .. .. . . 

1-----1---1,------1-------, ---

10,61919,95818,064il0,8201173 556 362 596 363 6,520i5,12016,7415,055 344 67 82 60 Total 

Return showing the State of Cultivation and Quantity of Land 

~IUIDS 1-iOWN: JIIUIJJS REAl'lill: 

------
-

i f ~ t ~ ei 
"' i 

j ,,; 
~ !i .; 

~ 
:'.j 

i:::: cl ;,, 
cl 

.., 
i,: P< P1 ~ 

- .. \-.. -- -------------- ----
Cape Town .. 
Cape District . 3,257 

~'.I r•~'.5 
123 31,415 18,131 16,6'15 839 2,322,456 2,223 ,692 

~tmon's Town. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. 
Stellenb,•wh 4 ,41Rt 76013,594 238 31 ,85'1 15,668 2·1,058 1,951 .. 18,046,925 

SYiellernlam 2,699 8631 3l7 7t 18,186 7,319 l, 761 60 .. 94l,600 

Graaf! ltei net . 6461 388 l l½ 14,431 6,406½ 13 43 .. 379,633 

Uiteuhage. 300 218 3~½ I½ 6,007 2,109 2Wt 91 .. ll6,000 

Tulbagb 3,355 88rt 7l7 209 39,085 15,148 9,312 2,277 .. 1,485,600 

George . 806 3i>O 14 .. B,222 3,160 66 .. .. 770,150 

- ----------------
Total 15,572 4,tPl½;R,296½ 580¼ 149,206 67,971½ 52,094½ 5,1791 2,322,456 23,963,500 
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Individnals at the Cape of Good Hope i·n the Year 1817. 

SLAVES: CATTLE: . - -
" 1~ 'O ~ e ci. ... ~ 

" ::: ,8 ~:; s "' ,8 I!! 
., , C,; 

C =I "' 
.., I!] "' 

(F, 

~i =f = .. 
.~ ~ 

;, " = "' "f C °' " .. .. .. !l,<> "' ~~ 
.. it 'E :i ~ "~ ~~ g~ El·"' tt.:a " :'l ]l 0,,. =- lo ! 
., .. 8 ,l; 

.! "' -"' i:::~ :,..,. ~ii &;=1 .... ,... .. -" 0.. ,.,_ 
""~ ..-~ ..-<J, i:,.c., ... p:;u:, co C, <i ,:., 

----.---1-------------------1~-.. 3, 13711,22112,005, 1,135 1,331 . . • • 

2,136 485 682 521 2,276 2,85610,074 5,168 3,431 6,244 873 4,382 2l6 577 
I 

5:~63 ,:~J7 :~36 

176 47 271 22 .. .. . . .. .. . . .. 
4,13,11,297 1,905 1,167 4,627 6,036 13,436 614 11,141 7611, 100 

1,105 511 651 549 3,03410,198115,181 21,8k4 858 69,390 5,163 43,882 4 224 

959 271 631 252 3,730 6,21817 ,004 59,395 1,022 840,975 462 55,334 .. 99 

487 171 391 181 1,716 l,U6,U,728 35,346 .. 246,606 .. 32,416 .. . . 
1,714 698 9b0 70s 3,939 8,947:116,163 23,655 12,235 366,60~ 2,374 62,272 .. 617 

622 310 429 319 1,282 2,46211,430 22,19.J 813 37,088 60 13,462 1 249 

--
22,471136,403:99,016 172,269i24,395 

------- 1-.--

14,41015,01117 '711 4,85! 1,580,341 9,5461222,8891327 2 ,866 

occupied at the Cape of Good IIope in the year 1817. 

.; 
,,:, ~ LANDS IN LANDS IN QIJIT- ~ "' £ .s ~ FltEMlOLD: RENT: £ ~ p:; "' - ·--'a 0 

j " 'a "' f i ~ e! .. 
d l 

s 
! 0 ~ 

~ d ~ g ~ "' i " j 
.. i 1 "' ,:'. ~ .. : ~ 

.. 
.!I 0 .!I t ... 

~ ~ ~ ~ 0 ..l ,:., ~ ~ ,:., ~ ::=l ~ C, 

-· -- - - --,-
.. .. 248 152 .. . . .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. 
862 29 648 164 7 99! 159 32 13,71' .. .. 33,749 102 29 
.. .. .. .. .. .. .. . . .. .. . . .. ,, .. .. 

8,553 496t 1,428 362 .. 115t 3811 248118,641 530 . . .. 9,170 12 .. 
266 72 1,046 49 .. 4571 19 99 .. .. 5 .. 

~iro[•·::• 
. . 

259 73 1,570 23 .. 393 1 120; .. .. .. .. .. 
27 ll 561 10 .. 112 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 

589i 94i 1,322 117 . , 642 37 44 .. .. .. 
157 85 611 22 .. 1391 70 .. .. .. 88 .. . . 

---
8-;- 7 ,4341--;-

-------- _, 
10,7131 7 J ,988t 067t 544 32,3551530 93 .. 63,5l-12:1,tl85 29 
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[Office Copy.] 

Letter from LORD BATHURST to LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

DOWNING STREET, 1st January 1818. 

MY LonD,-As Sir Hudson Lowe has been directed to send 
to the Cape of Good Hope those of Count Bertrand's servants 
who have received permission to quit his service in St. Helena, 
I deem it proper to acquaint Your Lordship that it is not con­
sidered expedient to impose any further restriction upon the 
departure of these persons from the Cape, than that of prohibiting 
them from proceeding to His Majesty's Dominions in Europe or 
to the Territories of the East India Company. 

Your Lordship will consider this Instruction as equally 
applicable to the Case of any other Persons attached to the 
Establishment of General Bonaparte, who may at any future 
time be sent from St. Helena to the Cape, unless You shall 
have reason to believe from the Communications which you may 
receive from Sir Hudson Lowe that His Majesty's Government 
are disposed to depart from this rule in consideration of the 
good Conduct of any particular individual. I have, etc. 

(Signed) J3AT11Ult8T. 

[Copy.] 

Proclamation by Lo1m CHARLES SOMERSET. 

Whereas by several proclamations, dated 20th July and 
22nd September 1798, 11th Juno 1801, and 7th July 1807, 
certain regulations were framed for more speedily enregistcring 
the transfers of all estates disposed of by sale, or succeeded to 
by inheritance, and for preventing loss to His Majesty's revenue, 
from any attempts to evade the payment of the duties laid 
upon all such transfers:-And whereas it has been found, that, 
notwithstanding the salutary provisions of the aforesaid regu­
lations, many instances of delay and neglect occur in effecting 
the transfers aforesaid, to the great insecurity of private property, 
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and to the manifest detriment of His Majesty's interests in the 
premises :-Be it, therefore, hereby ordered and declared, that 
the regulations aforesaid, viz. those directed by the several 
proclamations of the 20th July and 22nd September 1798, 
11th June 1801, and 7th July 1807, be henceforth revoked and 
of no effect, as by the power and authority vested in me they 
are hereby so revoked, and that in lieu thereof the hereinafter 
mentioned regulations and enactments be strictly adhered to and 
enforced ; viz. 

1. The transfer due, payable by the purchaser of an estate, of 
4 per cent upon the amount of purchase of freehold property, 
or property held by tenure of perpetual quit-rent, or by any 
other quit-rent or leasehold tenure held of government, and of 
2½ per cent upon the opstals of loan places, is and remains 
payable to His Majesty, within four calendar months subsequent 
to the day on which the bargain or agreement of sale shall 
have been concluded between the parties selling or purchasing, 
if the estate sold be situated in Cape Town, district, or residency 
of Simon's Town; or within six calendar months, if the estate 
sold be situated in any of the more distant districts; in failure 
of the payment of which transfer duty, within the aforesaid 
periods, as the case may be, the purchaser of any such property 
shall become liable to, and shall be charged with, double the 
amount of the duty due as aforesaid. 

2. The transfer duties arc payable to, and shall be collected 
by the collector of tithes and transfer dues as heretofore, who 
is hereby directed to require the seller and purchaser of any 
dutiable property, to take and subscribe the following oath, in 
their respective capacity, which he is duly authorized to admin­
fatcr; no such sale or transfer being to be considered valid, unless 
the seller and purchaser aforesaid shall have taken and subscribed 
the appropriate oath; viz. 

"I, A. B. do solemnly, in the presence of the Almighty God 
profess, testify and declare, that the sum of received hy 
me for the sale of is the full and entire purchase money 
of said which I sold to on and that I have 
not, either by myself, my agent, or any other person whomso­
ever, received, or am to receive, any other valuable consideration, 
directly or indirectly, in lieu thereof; and I do further make 
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oath, that (0. D.) to whom I am about to transfer this property, 
is the only person who has purchased this estate from me ; and 
that I have never directly, or indirectly, sold the same to any 
other person or persons whomsoever: and all this I do swear, 
without any evasion or secret reservation, to be the truth, the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth.-So help me God." 

"I, 0. D. do solemnly, in the presence of the .Almighty God, 
profess, testify and declare, that the sum of paid by me 
to A. B. as the purchase money for to me sold on the 

day of by the said is the full and entire 
sum of me required ; and that the said sum of is the only 
valuable consideration given for the same by me, my agent, or 
any other person employed by me: and all this I do swear, with­
out any evasion or secret reservation whatsoever, to be the truth, 
the whole truth, and nothing but the truth.-So help me God." 

3. But inasmuch as taking the afOl'esaid oaths before the 
collector of tithes may be, in some cases, inconvenient to the 
buyers and sellers of estates in the distant districts, it is here­
by provided, that the same may be taken before the landdrost 
of the district in which such buyer or seller resides ; copies of 
which oaths, certified by the aforesaid landdrost, must be trans­
mitted to the collector of tithes, who, upon receipt thereof, is 
hereby authorized and directed to issue tho customary certi­
ficate thereof, in order that the tmnsfcr may be passed in the 
same manner as if the parties had appeared and made oath 
before himself. 

4. In like manner, for the <'om·r>11ie1ir<' of thnf;p p11r1·haqprs 
residing in distant districts, who shall find it convenient to pay 
the transfer duty in the district in whieh they reside tho 
respective landdrosts are hereby authorized and directed to 
receive the same, upon the parties complying with the first and 
second articles of the present regulations, and to grant to such 
purchasers a certificate thereof; which certificate must however 
be exhibited to the collector of tithes and transfer dues, and be 
countersigned by him, in order that he may debit the landdrost 
with the amount paid into his hands, previous to any transfer 
being made of the property in consequence thereof. 

5. And in order to prevent the irregularity arising from a 
total neglect of paying the tran fer dutic:;, after the period ha 
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elapsed at which a double transfer duty becomes payable to 
government, it is hereby further enacted, that if the purchaser 
of an estate shall foil in paying the transfer duty thereon, with 
the penalty which has been incurred, within two calendar months 
subseri.uent to the period at which he has become liable to double 
transfer duty, he shall then be charged with treble transfer duty ; 
but this additional penalty shall not, when levied, be carried to 
the account of His Majesty's treasury, but be appropriated to 
the funds of the district in which the default shall have occurred, 
that is, in which the estate lies, the duty upon which has been 
neglected to be paid. 

6. The courts of landdrost and heemraclen of the several 
country districts are therefore, at the annual opgaaf, to make 
particular inquiry into the changes which shall have taken place 
in the landed property within their jurisdiction, and the titles 
of the occupiers, and give direct notice to the collector of tithes 
of any <liscovered omissions, in order that he may take the 
necessary legal measures, which he is hereby required to do, for 
enforcing the payments of the duties and penalties due to His 
Majesty therein, w®out delay. 

7. And it is hereby further provided and directed, that the 
seller of any landed property, as above described, shall, as soon 
as possible, or at latest within one month subsequent to the 
period at which the transfer duty to government becomes due, 
pass, or cause to be passed, a regular public transfer to the 
purchaser, in the manner usual in this settlement, in default of 
which, such seller shall become liable to a penalty equal to one 
half of the transfer duty due to His Majesty on the purchase 
money of the estate sold, unless such seller shall establish satis­
factorily, that the neglect has arisen with the purchaser, and 
not with himself; in which latter case, the purchaser, and not 
the seller, will Le liable to the penalty alluded to in this article. 

8. In all cases of estates changing proprietors, without sale, 
Tiz. by exchange of one estate for another, by gift, by legacy, 
or by inheritance, when liable to duty, the value of such estat~ 
shall be ascertained upon oath, by competent persons, to be 
appointeJ by the lanJdrost or magistrate of the district in which 
such estate shall be situated ; and the landdrost or magistrate 
aforesaid, is hereby required to transmit a certificate of the said 
valuation, to the collector of tithes and transfer due~, in order 
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that the amount due to His Majesty may be calculated thereon. 
This amount shall become payable to the collector aforesaid, 
within the time limited for the payment of the transfer dues 
on sales in the first article of these regulationfl, which time shall 
be calculated from the date at which the transaction took place, 
which gave the holder his claim to the transfer; the said date 
to be ascertained by oath of the party, if called upon to ascertain 
it, and a failure in the payment of the said transfer duty, within 
the time prescribed, will subject the party to the same penalties 
as are to be enforced from defaulters of payment of transfer dues, 
within the limited time in transactions by purchase, in the first 
and fifth articles of these regulations. 

9. A.nd whereas many persons having rendered themselves 
liable to penalties under the former proclamations, or for other 
causes have neglected to pay the transfer duties due to govern­
ment on the purchase of their estates, and to obtain regular 
transfers thereof, such persons are therefore to notice, that unless 
they come forward and pay the aforesaid duties, and procure the 
necessary transfers of their respective properties, within three 
calendar months from the dale of the present proclamation, they 
will incur a flll'ther penalty of treble transfer duty, which the 
collector of tithes is hereby required forthwith to prosecute them 
for the recovery thereof ; and the sellers of estates to persons 
so situated, are also hereby warned, that unless they shall make 
it appear that they shall have used due diligence in endeav­
ouring to effect the transfers of estates so sold to the respective 
purchasers, within the time herein prescribed, they, the sellers, 
will be liable to a penalty of one-half the amount of transfer 
duty, due on the purchase money of the estate, which shall not 
then h~ve been transferred, which penalty will be immediately 
thereafter enforced. 

10. It is hereby further provided, ordered and authorized, that 
all penalties sued for umler the present proclamation, shall be 
recoverable, (provided the suit be instituted within twelve calendar 
months subsequent to the date of the last default,) either by 
process in the worshipful the co111t of justice, or in tho court of 
circuit, or in the court of landdrost and heemraden, before which 
latter comt, the secretary to the district in which the action 
shall be brought, shall act herein as agent for the collector of 
tithes and transfer dues, as need shall be. 
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And that no person may plead ignorance hereof, this shall be 
published and affixed as usual. 

God save the King! 

Given under my hand and seal, at the Cape of Good Hope, 
this 2nd day of January 1818. 

(Signed) C.H. SOllfERSET. 

[Original.] 

Letter front HENRY NOURSE, EsQRE., to TIIE RIGHT HONOURABLE 
Lo1m Srm.wurH. 

CoPTHALL BUILDINGS, 12th January 1818. 

MY LORD,-While the philanthropy of the country is called 
forth to devise expedients for the relief of the numerous dis­
tressed oujects which crowd our streets, some of whom have the 
highest claim upon our national gratitude, and many have the 
ability to labour f~ll' their maintenance could employment be 
foun<l for them, I am led to conceive that any suggestion tending 
to this object (however inadequate the source from which it 
proceeds, or however inapplicaule the idea may prove upon 
enquiry) will not ue considered intrusive. It is under this 
impression, and informed that it is to your Lordship I should 
alldress myself, that I venture to suumit to yolll' consideration 
the outline of a plan which appears to me calculated to con­
triuute in some measure at least to the desired relief both present 
and futlll'e, and at the same time be productive of no incon­
sillerable permanent national benefit in its result in other respects. 

As a merchant having an establishment at the Cape of Good 
Hope, formed there on its conquest, I have occasion to know 
and frectuently to regret the great difficulty experienced in that 
Colony from the want of manual labour, which is obtained only 
at a most exorbitant rate, the usual daily hire of a Cooly Boy, 
(or Black Slave) being 2½ or 3 Hixdollars, equal in the currency 
of the place taken at par to 10 or 12 shillings, while one good 
European labourer would <lo the work of at lea t three such. 

I am convinced that that Colony will with due aUention and 
encouragement become of the highest importance to this Country, 
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and that it possesses many latent qualities which lay dormant 
in a great measure for the want of this "mriterial" of manual 
labour, the present cost and inefficiency of which forms an in­
superable bar to all undertakings of enterprise calculatc<l to dmw 
forth these qualities. The labor of the Colony, such as it is, 
is almost entirely in the hands of the old Dutch settlers, a mce 
of beings who have no idea of improvement from generation to 
generation, whose accumulated property is in their slaves (the 
only source of it) whose value is now become enormous, out 
of the reach of speculative enterprize. These are sent forth 
each taxed according to their supposed qualification, the caprice 
or necessities of their Master, with certain weekly stipends; any 
surplus they may acquire is generally their own, but the taxed 
sum must be produced under terror of the whip: enquiry is 
seldom made into the cause of failure, or excuse admitted. They 
must get it, and they do get it, as they can. 

The climate of the Cape is fine, provisions abundantly cheap, 
bia.ring no proportion to the value of labour, and capable of 
any increase. There are tracts of open country ready to receive, 
and make immediate return to the hand of irnlustry, but I do 
not suggest that the individuals at present in contemplation 
should be sent forth in the character of in<lependent settlers, 
nor ic, it desirable to introduce into the Colony an idle, knavish, 
turbulent race of vagabonds. The plan I wonl<l submit is that 
a discriminating sdcction should be made from those who apply 
for relief in the present exigency, ancl that to such as an• cal­
culated for the object an option should be given of goin 11 to the 
Cape under articles of RPrvice for such a given numhl'r of years 
as may be deemed expedient: that each irnlividunl mnking this 
election should be requirc<l to furnish an account of his past 
life, employment, and qualifications, with all the te. timonies ot' 
character and ability he can procure to accompany him to the 
Cape. That when at the Cape a certain price shoulcl he fixed 
upon the articles of each, and their Rervices put up to sale or hire 
under certain reasonable conditions and arrangements, not difficult 
I conceive to be defined. 

I estimate that fifteen pounds, or less, will find each individual 
a passage out by the ships constantly going, should no other mode 
of conveying them which may he suggested he thought hetter; 
that five pounds morn will find each with comfortahlc clothing. 
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Thus the sum of twenty pounds each will amply render them to 
the Cape, where I estimate, according to the terms and conditions 
of service, their articles would be disposable at at least thirty, 
and from that to fifty, sixty, or one hundred pounds each, and 
still be a cheap acquisition to the Colony. The original advance 
may then be immediately returned back to the fund from whence 
it came, the surplus or profit only being retained at the Cape, 
under fit arrangement, for the temporary support of such as may 
not (should it so happen), find immediate sale or employment . 
.A.nd should it not be thought fit to return the ultimate profit 
which I am of opinion would result, a fund might be formed from 
it in the Colony to support or assist the same individuals in the 
event of sickness or any unlooked for casual adversity. 

I am aware, my Lord, that there is much detail of arrange­
ment necessary, and perhaps some practical impediments, but if 
the principle of the plan is good and approved I should not 
despair of these being overcome. The object I conceive is worthy 
the experiment, and various ideas float upon my mind by which 
it may be accomplished. The benefit that would result is mani­
fold and extensiv This country, as far as the plan admits, 
would be immediately relieved at the expense of a temporary 
advance only from the claims of gratitude and necessity to which 
no permanent satisfaction can be offered at home, for what is 
given to one must be taken from another. The individuals them­
selves, instead of being a burthen on society, would be relieved 
from present distress, and placed in a field where their -industry 
would not only be capable of supporting themselves, but admit of 
their multiplying, and by their increasing demands for the manu­
factures of the Mother Country, instead of detracting from, they 
would encrease the means of support of those they leave behind, 
and the Colony would be incalculably benefited by the introduc­
tion of a new and more effective system of labor. I believe 
it to be a fact also that the Slaves of the Colony are by no 
means increasing in proportion to the growing demand for labor, 
and that a considerable dimin1ltion of this source would have 
occurred ere now but for the casual supply it has received from 
certain Prize Slaves carried in there, which have been delivered 
out to the Colonists under certain regulations of servitude. 

I am sensible that objections may be taken to the plan I 
suggest on the idea of its being a species of slavery, and that it 
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may be extremely difficult to overcome the prejudice of the indi­
viduals themselves on this score. No compulsion, however, is 
suggested, and I am inclined to think that if the subject is 
placed before them in a proper light many will be found ready to 
embrace it. 

I am aware also that the plan will have to encounter consider­
able opposition from that class of Colonists to which I have before 
alluded, and that the most decided sanction and support of His 
Majesty's Government is necessary to render it effective. 

The Cape is still to the regret of every British Settler governed 
by the old Dutch Colonial Law. These Laws are in the hands 
and administered by the Dutch Colonists who are the large slave 
proprietors, whose manifest interest it is to oppose the intro­
duction of any species of labor calculated to deteriorate the value 
of that which they alone possess. A fine of one thousand dollars 
is at present levied upon the Master or consignees of any ship 
leaving an individual behind without permission. 

Since writing the foregoing an idea has arisen in my mind by 
which I think every possible objection may be obviated, and 
should the outline I have submitted meet your Lordship's con­
currence and support, I shall feel most happy to communicate 
my further views on this subject. I am, &c. 

(Signed) HEN.RY N0U.RSE. 

[Original.] 

Letter from Sm HENRY ToRmrns to HENRY GouLBURN, EsQRE. 

HORSE GnARD~, 14th January 1818. 

Sm,-I have the Commander in Chief's command to transmit to 
you, for the information of Earl Bathurst, the extract of a letter 
dated the 25th October, and a dispatch marked secret, dated the 
13th of November, with several enclosures, from General Lord 
Charles Somerset, enumerating the shocking enormities committed 
by the detachment of deserters recently sent to complete the 
1st Battalion of the 60th and the detachment of the Royal African 
Corps which was removed to the Cape of Good Rope upon the 
transfer of the Settlements on the West Coast of Africa to the 
Crown of :France. 
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You will also be pleased to bring under his Lordship's con­
sideration the representations of the General regarding the 
inadequacy of his Force, even if a part of it were not so ill 
composed as it unfortunately appears by the misconduct of the 
60th and Royal African Corps. 

It is with great pain that His Royal Highness has received such 
an account of the atrocities committed by these Corps, and he had 
hoped that the difficulty of providing for the great number of 
deserters, who in the absence of more exemplary punishment are 
condemned to serve abroad, would have been partly relieved 
by the Establishment of the Cape of Good Hope bearing a share, 
and though this misconduct may be checked by the force of the 
examples which Lord Charles Somerset will undoubtedly make, 
and by the presence of active and intelligent officers who will soon 
proceed to join, particularly the Lieut. Colonel of the Royal 
African Corps, who was obliged to leave the coast from ill health, 
yet from the great extent of the enormities committed, His Royal 
Highness cannot hope that the representations of evil to the 
Colony made by Lord Charles Somerset will be met by these 
remedies, and he is therefore constrained to bring the whole case 
under the view and serious consideration of the Secretary of State, 
being himself at a total loss to suggest the means of disposing of 
the men. I have, &c. 

(Signed) H. TORRENS. 

[Original.] 

Lette1· from H. HOBHOUSE, EsQRE., to HENRY GouLBURN, EsQRE. 

WHITEHALL, 15th JanuanJ 1818. 

Srn,-1 am directed by Lord Sidmouth to transmit to you, and 
to request you will lay before Lord Bathurst, the inclosed com­
munication which His Lordship has received from Mr. Nourse, 
containing a plan for relieving and finding occupation for a 
considerable number of distressed and unemployed individuals, 
by affording them the facilities therein proposed of proceeding to 
the Cape of Goon Hope, to be employed there as labourers, a 
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measure which he conceives would be very beneficial to the 
Colony, and prospectively to the interests of this Country. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) H. HonnouRE. 

(Office Copy.] 

Letter from LORD BATHURST to LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

DOWNING STREET, 20th January 1818. 

MY LoRn,-Such representations have been made to me of the 
distressed state in which Mrs. Thomas Sheridan and her family 
are left by the death of her husband, that notwithstanding the 
great unwillingness which I have to encreasing the financial 
burthens of the Colony, I have not been able to refrain from sub­
mitting her deplorable Case to the Consideration of His Iloyal 
Highness The Prince Regent and recommending her for a moderate 
allowance on the Establishment of the Cape, of which he has for 
some time acted as Civil Paymaster. 

I have now the satisfaction of acquainting you that His Royal 
Highness has been graciously pleased to approve of her receiving 
from the Colony an annual pension of Three hundred Pounds 
Sterling during her Widowhood, in consideration of her very 
distressing and peculiar Situation and of the long public service 
of her husband's father. 

I have therefore to desire that Your Lordship will take the 
necessary Measures for issuing it to her from the date of the death 
of the late Mr. Thom.as Sheridan. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from LORD BATHURST to LORD CHARLES SOMERRET. 

DOWNING STREET, 20th January 1818. 

MY LoRn,-I transmit herewith to Your Lordship a letter from 
the Secretary of the Board of Ordnance to my Under Secretary 
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stating that the Officers of that Department at the Cape of Good 
Hope had transmitted a representation to the Board in which they 
complain of being the only Public servants at that Station to 
whom the Privilege of receiving and forwarding letters post free 
is not extended. 

I have to request that Your Lordship will take this subject into 
Your Consideration and favor me with your Opinion whether all 
the Departments of Government at the Cape should not be placed 
on a corresponding footing, either by extending to the Officers of 
Ordnance the privilege granted to others, or by charging the letters 
of all the Public Servants. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from LORD BATHURST to LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

DOWNING STREET, 24th January 1818. 

MY LORD,-1 have the honor to transmit to Your Lordship a 
Petition which has been addressed to me by certain Negroes at 
the Cape of Good Hope, in which they state that they are illegally 
detained in slavery, and to request that Your Lordship would 
make such Enquiries into the Circumstances of the Case stated, 
and report for my information as may enable me to decide upon 
the Merits of the Case. I have &c. 

(Signed) BA'rHURST. 

[Original.] 

Letter from THOMAS LACK, EsQRE., to HENRY GouLBURN, ESQRE. 

OFFIOE OF O0MIIUTTEE OF PRIVY COUNCIL FOR 'fRADE, 

WIIITEHALL, 27th January 1818. 

Srn,-The Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade 
having had under their consideration the copy of a dispatch from 
the Governor of the Cape of Good Hope, (transmitted in Your 
Letter of the 16th Instant) in which he points out the expediency 
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of authorizing a direct intercourse between the Cape and His 
Majesty's Settlements in the West Indies, for the purpose of 
supplying the latter with provisions ; and their Lordships having 
thought fit to call on Mr. Reeves, the Law Clerk of this J)epart­
ment, to state whether there is anything in the Navigation or 
other Laws to prevent a free intercourse between the Cape of 
Good Hope and any of His Majesty's other :Foreign Possessions in 
their respective produce; I am directed to transmit to you, for 
Lord Bathurst's information, a copy of Mr. Reeves' report, from 
which it appears that there is no need of an Act of I>arliament for 
opening such intercourse. I am &c. 

(Signed) THOMAS LAUK. 

[ Original. J 
Letter jrorn H. T. CoLEDROOKE, EsQRE., to EARL BATHURST. 

HAllPSTEAD, 28tli JanuanJ 1818. 

MY Lo1m,-As a proprietor of extensive estates in the Colony 
of the Cape of Good Hope, I beg leave to represent to your Lord­
ship certain hardships under which that Colony labors, and to 
solicit your notice to some points, in respect of which the Colony 
is subjected to divers disabilities and exclusions productive of 
serious discouragement, in regard to its intercourse with other 
Colonies and with the mother country. 

By the corn laws of Great Britain, parlicnlarly by 55 Geo. 3, 
c. 26, the British Colony of Southern Africa is left upon the footing 
of a foreign country, while privileges are allowed. to the colonies 
in North America. .From these, corn may be imported into Grca~ 
Britain for home consumption, when the price of British wheat 
exceeds 67 shillings per quarter, and that of other sorts of corn in 
proportion. But, from the Cape of Good Hopo, as from foreign 
countries, wheat may not be entered for home consumption, when 
the price of British wheat is averaged at 80 shillings. 

With deference I submit to your Lordship's consideration, that 
the reasons which dictate the indulgence to the North American 
Colonies of Great Britain, are equally applicable to the Settlement 
of the Cape of Good Hope. It evidently can use and consume 
English Manufactures only in proportion as it is enabled to pay 
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for them with its gross produce. The consumption of manufactures 
is already restricted below its actual wants by the difficulty of 
making returns : a difficulty demonstrated by the very unfavorable 
rates of exchange, and especially the enormous premium of 125 
and 140 per cent, which has been recently paid. For this in­
ordinate premium of exchange with England is not to be solely 
imputed to the depreciation of the Colonial paper currency. Like 
other newly settled or thinly planted countries, Southern Africa 
must long be agricultural, and its corn must be a staple article of 
its export. During the past year, while the ports of Great Britain 
were open to the importation of foreign corn, several cargoes were 
received from the Cape of Good Hope, and among them some of 
very approved quality which sold for satisfactory prices. But the 
importation of foreign corn being now prohibited, if any from the 
Cape of Good Hope be yet in transit, it will be precluded from a 
present sale, while the Corn of Canada and Nova Scotia continues 
to have free admission. I conceive, that the extension of the 
same indulgence to the Colony of the Cape, is an expedient 
measure, as tending to facilitate its regular returns for manu­
factured goods imp~ted there from Great Britain. 

:Fish oil is another article which may become a staple export 
from the Cape to Great Britain. Southern Africa possesses a Whale 
fishery in its own bays and harbours; and it is advantageously 
situated for participation in the whale fishery of the South Seas. 
But, in regard to every sort of fish oil, the Cape of Good Hope is 
upon the footing of the least favored British Settlements ; and the 
disproportion is greatest upon the best oils ; amounting • nearly to 
a prohibition, for it is sixty-three times as great as that which is 
payable on similar oil obtained in the direct British fishery. From 
the favored Settlements of Newfoundland, Canada, and Nova 
Scotia, fish oil is admitted on payment of a duty little exceeding 
that which is imposed on the British fishery. But the Cape, with 
other unenumerated British Settlements, is burdened with a high 
and discouraging duty scarcely inferior to that which is imposed 
on a foreign import. 

It is a subject in which naturally I take an interest, as several 
of my estates are situated on the shore of bays, which at certain 
seasons are visited by whales; and in which these are with little 
diff-iculty killed. 

I heg to draw your Lordship's attention, particularly, to this 
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object, at the present time, when recent circumstances have shewn 
that the ordinary fishery has declined, and is unable to provide a 
supply adequate to the wants of Great Britain. 

Hitherto the chief article of export from the Cape of Good 
Hope, no doubt, has been its wine ; and being the only wine 
Colony of Great Britain, it may not unreasonably hope to receive 
a continuance of protection and encouragement for that article. 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer has, however, notified an inten­
tion of proposing an increase of the duties, which were imposed at 
reduced rates, a few years since. (53 Geo. 3, c. 84.) The effect 
of this expected measure will assuredly be an increase of the 
difficulty already experienced in making returns for the British 
goods used in Southern Africa; and the decline of the wine trade, 
consequent on the augmentation of the duty, will render it the 
more necessary to foster and encourage other articles of Colonial 
produce. 

The situation of the Cape of Good Hope, in the line of com­
munication with the more distant possessions of Great Britain in 
India and Austral Asia, indicates it as a Settlement especially 
deserving of encouragement, on grounds of state policy, as materi­
ally tending to the aid d.nd support of the British Eastern empire; 
and upon considerations of commercial policy as a convenient 
intermediate mart. It may become peculiarly important, should 
Great Britain establish in New Holland a colonizing settlmnent 
governed by appropriate colonial laws and distinct from the actual 
receptacle of convicts at Sidney, and consequently not depressed 
by the discouraging circumstances incident to the condition of a 
settlement where criminals suffering the sentence of the law con­
stitute a numerous class of the inhauitants. The superabundant 
populc1,tion and overflowing capital of Great Britain would be well 
directed to its colonies instead of foreign countries. Augmented 
resources and increased populousness of a Colony will enln.rge its 
consumption of manufactures. Southern Africa and the remoter 
region of Southern Asia are adapted by climate to become bene:ficial 
Colonies, when peopled by a race retaining British habits, con­
sequently consuming British productions and manufactures ; and 
sending the more opulent colonists to reside in the mother country 
upon incomes derived from colonial property. Under all those 
circumstances, joined with others not less obvious, I conceive it 
to be an unq_uestionable point of good policy to promote tho 
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prosperity of the Cape by facilitating its intercourse and com­
mercial relations with other British plantations, as well as with 
the parent country. 

But the Cape of Good Hope is, in regard to the West Indian 
Settlements, upon the footing of a foreign country. The ports of 
"\Vest Indian Islands and Provinces on the continent of South 
America belonging to Great Britain, which are open to the im­
portation of provisions and lumber from British plantations in 
North America, and sometimes opened to imports from the United 
States, are at all times closed to the Colony of the Cape. Yet if 
the navigation laws were made as favorable to it as to Canada 
and Nova Scotia, Southern Africa might furnish to the Islands of 
the West Indies wine, corn, and cured provisions, perhaps lumber, 
taking in return West Indian produce as sugar and other tropical 
productions which it now receives from the East Indies. 

Even in its trade with a less distant island, St. Helena, the 
Cape is subject to restrictions which may admit of beneficial 
mitigation, in perfect consistency with the precautions which 
present circumstances render necessary at that place. A particu­
lar permission, as L_am informed, would be req_uisite for a direct 
trade to that island from Saldanha Bay. This, however, is the 
harbour most conveniently situated for forwarding supplies which 
the island needs, viz. cattle, flour, salt-fish, cured meat, wine, and 
Lrandy. ]for want of such provision, the island is debarred from 
reeeiving its necessary supplies from the nearest port and cheapest 
place. 

I beg leave to offer to your Lordship's notice another subject, in 
which I am more directly concerned than in any of those which 
have been yet touched upon in this address. It is doubtless not 
unknown to your Lordship that the port of Saldanha Bay, the best 
in Southern Africa and acknowledged to be among the safest and 
most commodious anywhere known, has hitherto labored under the 
disadvantage of a deficiency of fresh water during the greatest part 
(eight months) of the year. Possessing much property on the shore 
of that bay and in its vicinity, it is my intention to take measures 
for remedying the deficiency by the construction of reservoirs, and 
by other expedient means contemplated for ensuring abundant 
supplies of fresh water at all seasons. The expense cannot but 
be great; and I conceive that I shall be justly entitled to a suit­
able recompense for water supplied from such artificial resources 
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to ships resorting to the harbour. But I am given to understand, 
that for this purpose a permission of the Government will be 
requisite to authorize a charge to be made to His Majesty's vessels 
of war, as well as to private trading vessels, touching there, for 
water furnished from cisterns, artificial reservoirs and other con­
structions on lands appertaining to the individuals making the 
charge. I humbly submit that, on this point, a reference should 
be made to the local Government authorizing a rule to be 
established, after due inquiry, to sanction a fair and equitable 
compensation regulated, as in other ports under analogous circum­
stances, by the quantity of water supplied. I have &c. 

(Signed) H. T. COLEBROOKE. 

[OJfice Copy.J 

Letter from LORD BATHURST to LORD CHARLES S0111ERSET. 

DOWNING STREET, 30th January 1818. 

l\fy LORD,-1 have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of 
Your Lordship's dispatch 97. 

I have communicated upon the Subject to which it relates with 
the Lords of the Committee of Privy Council for Trade and 
l'lantations, and I transmit now for Your Lordship's information 
a Copy of their Secretary's reply, by which You will perceive that 
the .Authority of an Act of l'arliamcnt is not required to open an 
intercourse between the British Islands in the West Indies and 
His Majesty's settlements at the Cape of Good Hope. 

His Majesty's Government concur entirely with your Lordship 
in opinion as to the expediency of giving every possible encourage­
ment to this intercourse, which holds out so great a prospect of 
Advantage both to the Colony under Your Administration and His 
Majesty's Possessions in the West Indies. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 
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[Office Copy.J 

Letter fro1n LORD BATHURST to LORD CHARLES Sm.IBRSET. 

DOWNING STREET, 2nd February 1818. 

MY LORD,-An Application having been made to me by Mr. 
Wagner requesting to be furnished with information as to the 
existence or death of John Bohringen, a Native of Wurtemberg, 
who is represented as having resided at the Cape of Good Hope, 
I have to desire Your Lordship would be pleased to direct enquiry 
to be made respecting the person in question, and that you would 
transmit to me a Certificate legally verified of his existence, if it 
should appear that he is still alive and residing within the Limits 
of Your Government ; or of his burial if it should prove that his 
death and interment took place in the Colony. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

l Office Copy.] 

Letter from LORD BATHURST to Lo1m CHARLES SOMERSET. 

DOWNING STREET, 5th February 1818. 
MY Lo1rn,-I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of 

Your Lordship's dispatch marked secret of the 12 November last, 
which has been duly laid before His Royal Highness The Prince 
Regent. 

His Royal Highness cannot but deplore the Transactions 
detailed in it, so disgraceful to the Character of the Army and 
so prejudicial to the interests of the Colony. His Royal Highness 
however trusts that by substituting with as little delay as possible 
a British Regiment of good Composition and Character for the 
Battalion of the 60th Regiment now serving in the Colony, and 
by adopting hereafter some Measures for preventing any addition 
to the Number of Deserters now serving in the Colony, Your 
Lordship will have adequate Means for repressing the spirit of 
insubordination which has so unfortunately prevailed and for 
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carrying into effect those salutary arrangements which have Leen 
delayed by the :Uliscon<l.uct of the Troops un<l.er Your Lordship's 
Command. I have &c. 

( igne<l.) BATIIURST. 

[ Copy.] 

Letter froni Lonn CHARLES Sm,IERSET to REAR Am.IIIUL l'LAMPIX. 

CAPE OF Goon lloPE, Glh Fwruary 1818. 

Srn,-I beg to transmit to Your Excellency a copy of a letter 
which I have received from the Comptroller of His Majesty's 
Customs at this port, reporting a practice which appears to have 
crept in, greatly prejudicial to the public revenue, of the King's 
store ships sailing to and from St. Helena in the character of mere 
Merchant ships, without reporting, clearing, or producing manifests 
at the Custom house. 

I am satisfied that it is only necessary for me to bring this 
matter to Your Excellency's cognisance, in order to induce your 
Excellency to take such steps as the case shall appear to you to 
require. I have &c. 

(Signe<l.) CHARLES HENRY Sm.rnRSET. 

A similar letter was sent to Sir J ahleel Brenton. 

l Copy.] 

Ldtcr frorn Sm JAHLEEL B1m:--no~ to Lo1m CnAltLl~:, SmtEHSET. 

I.ION'S TOWN YARD, 11th Fc/mrnry 1818. 

MY Lo1m,-I have tho honor to acknowledge tho recoi}Jt of 
Your Lordship's letter of the Gth instant, wh.id1 reache<l. mo last 
night, with its inclosures, respecting tho MorchauJizo carrieJ in 
the Ilywna store-ship from Table Bay. 

I beg leave to inform your LorJship that tho Jfy,xna is no 
longer a store-ship under 1.,ho direction of tho Navy Boanl, uut 
attached immediately lo tho squadron under tho or<loni of tho 
Hoar Admiral comma)l(ling in chief on this station for the Rpeci1ic 
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purpose of taking supplies to the Island of St. Helena. I shall 
lose no time in forwarding him your Lordship's communication on 
the subject. 

As the employment of ships of war on such a service is entirely 
a new case, I take the liberty of explaining to your Lordship the 
nature of the Admiral's orders, which renders such a part of her 
cargo as may Le enumerated in them perfectly official. 

The ]\faster of the Hya:na was directed to proceed to the Cape 
of Good Hope and to receive from the Agent Victualler provisions 
and cattle, according to a demand from the purser of the Flagship 
approved by the Admiral, and from Mr. Luson a quantity of 
provisions required Ly His Excellency the Governor of St. Helena 
in addition to which he was to take on board a quantity of private 
stock for officers of the garrison, whose requests for this accom­
modation had been approved by the Commander in Chief of their 
respective services. 

The Master of the Hymna is by no means justified in receiving 
on board any articles of trade beyond what was thus officially 
ordered, but on the contrary, expressly forbidden to do so by the 
Articles of \Var: should any illicit practice be suspected, the 
Comptroller of the Customs has it in his power to take any steps 
he may judge necessary, consistent with the nature of his office, 
by putting officers on board or otherwise, but I feel convinced the 
Admiral will never consent to the measure of a ship under his 
command being subjected to the forms prescribed for Merchant 
vessels, as suggest Ly the Comptroller's letter to your Lordship 
of the 27th Ultimo, as the }'lag ship even, after refitting here, 
might be ordered to take down a quantity of articles of a similar 
nature. The Admiral will Le eual,led to judge, by comparing the 
list of articles for which permits were grnnted at the Custom 
House, with those contained in his order, whether the Master 
of the IIyrena has exceeded his instructions, and will, I am 
convinced, immediately take such steps as may prevent any 
improper conduct in future. I have &c. 

(Signed) J. 13RENTON. 

 

 



400 Records of the Cape Colony. 

, fCopy.] 

Letter from the COLONIAL SECRF.TARY to the 
HARBOUR MAS'l'ER OF Sn,roN's BAY. 

COLONIAL OnrcE, 12 February 1818. 

Srn,-I am directed by His Excellency the Governor to acquaint 
you that upon a consideration of your report of the arrival of the 
I>ortuguese Ship Flor da Bahia with '.i29 Slaves, bound to St. 
Salvador and detained by the Private Ship Atlas, His Excellency 
desires that the said vessel may be kept in strict quarantine, with 
the exception of calling upon the person doing the duty of Officer 
of Health to afford every assistance practicable to the sick. His 
Excellency will communicate the circumstances of the detention 
of this Vessel to the proper authorities, subsequent to w bich you 
will receive further instructions in this regard. I have &c. 

(Signed) C. BIRD. 

[Copy.l 

Letter from DEPUTY SECRETAltY BIRD to the 
UOMPTIWLLER OF CUSTOMS. 

( 'OLONIAL OFFICE, 13th Ftbrnary 1818. 

Srn,-In reply to your letter of the 27th of last month, 
reporting a practice which appears to have crept in greatly 
prejudicial to the Public Revenue, of the King'l:l stm e-ships 
sailing to and from St. Helena in the character of mere Merchant 
ships, without reporting, clearing, or producing manifests at the 
Custom House, I am directed by His Excellency the Governor to 
transmit to you the enclosed extract of a letter from the Na val 
Commissioner, to whom Ilis Excellency had referred your com­
munication in explanation of the case in question. I have &c. 

(Signed) C. 13nm. 
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Office Copy.] 

Letter from EARL BATHURST to LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

DOWNING STREET, 20th Febrna,•y 1818. 

MY LoRD,-I do myself the honour to acquaint Your Lordship 
that the Emperor of Russia has appointed Mr. Harrington to act 
as Russian Consul at the Cape of Good Hope ; and I have to 
desire Your Lordship to receive Mr. Harrington in that Capacity. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

[Copy.] 

Letter from: CAPTAIN JOSE DOS SANTOS FERREIRA to 
LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

ON BOA.RD THE BRIG Flor da Bahia, 
26 February 1818. 

Most Excellent the Captain General of the Court of Table 
Bay,--I have not waited upon Your Excellency as I have not 
been allowed to leave this place. I am ignorant what can be the 
reason Your Excellency has detained me in this port so many 
days, as Your Excellency knows that a cargo of slaves is a cargo 
very liable to da~ge. Your Excellency is well informed that in 
this Port is the Brig Flor da Bahia, of Portuguese build and the 
property of a subject of Portugal Philip ,Justinian Costa Ferreira, 
sailing from the City of Bahia to Mozambique, and that in 
December 1816 this same brig put into this port being then 
Captain Joseph Masting Gomes; and now coming from Mozam­
bique with 22 days passage, in Lat. 36° 44' S. and Long, 19° 50' E. 
of London having run 3 days by dead reckoning without taking 
observations I met with a Merchant Ship which I approached to 
enquire the exact point where I was, immediately the English 
Captain Joseph Short of the Ship Atlas committed the violence of 
ordering me to be brought into this port by 7 English persons, 
and took from on board of me 10 men of my crew and conducted 
them on board his ship, where I immediately protested against the 
injury, loss, and prejudice, death of the slaves, and everything 
else it was my duty to protest against since the day he detained 
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me. I trust your Excellency will despatch me as soon as you 
can, fo: I am consuming (or injuring) the slaves and provisions, 
and the time of the monsoon for doubling the Ca]Je is already 
getting short. I have already delivered all my papers respecting 
the brig, and have been here 1G days without receiving any 
answer, and have been sufliciently insulted and threatened by 
words, by a surgeon who has attended the Negroes, and I have to 
inform Your Excellency that these extraordinary expences which 
the brig has incurred ought to be paid on account of the person 
who injured the plan of the speculation, and not as they wish to 
make me pay. Your Excellency will therefore decide, what is 
reasonable and just. I do not wait personally on you, because I 
have been for 3 days confined with a fever arnl ague, therefore 
sent my pilot to make my compliments, and hope Your Excellency 
will decide shortly. 

(8igned) JOSE DOS S.\NTOS FEilHEIUA. 

[Copy.] 

Proclamation by LORD CHARLES , o:1II:miET. 

vVhereas it is to be apprehended, from the late Importation of 
certain \Vines of an inferior quality, and from the Information 
which I have received, that interested Persons, wishincr to bring 
into disrepute the \Vinos of this Colony, are about to introduce a 
larger quantity of such iuferior \Vines, that attempts may be made 
to re-export such Wines, as \Vines of the growth of this Colony, 
or mixed with the Wines of this Colony, to the great detriment of 
the growing reputation of Cape \Vine , and to the risk of en­
dangering the generous and beneficent preference given to our 
Wines by the Mother Country. To guard, therefore, against all 
Frauds of such nature, which may be attempted against the 
Revenue of (heat Britain, or against whatever may risk the 
reputation of our Staple Commodity, or endanger those Prefer­
ences so generously affonled us by His Royal Highness the l>rince 
Regent; Be it hereby ordcre<l, 

1. That the Collector of Customs shall forthwith make the 
Wine Taster acq_uaiutcd with the q_uantity and quality of foreign 
Wine in Cask, which has been landed since the first day of the 
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present year, describing the Casks and Marks, and stating Ly 
whom the Importation has been effected. 

2. In like manner, on the future Importation of any foreign 
Wine in C'ask, the Collector shall lose no time in making the 
Wine Taster acquainted with the particulars above directed. 

3. The Wine Taster shall, upon receiving such communication, 
proceed to the Importer, and require from him an inspection of 
the Cask \Vine as aforesaid; he shall ascertain the quality of the 
\Vine, and the quantity each Cask contains, noting carefully 
whether such Casks be full or deficient. 

4. The Importer, or Person having possession of these \Vines 
on his part, is hereby required to give to the Wine Taster afore­
said, every facility for ascertaining the Points directed in the 
preceding Article; and should such Importer, or other Person, 
refuse the information aforesaid, or obstruct the \Vine Taster in 
the performance of the duties which he is by this Proclamation 
called upon to perform, the Wine so imported will be forthwith 
liable to seizure, and the Importer, or Person having the Wine in 
his possession, be liable to a fine of 500 Hix Dollars, the amount 
of which Fine, however, may be mitigated by the Commissioner of 
the Court of Justice, before whom Oases of this nature, and the 
further Cases specified in this Proclamation, shall be brought 
according to the circumstances of the Case. 

5. The Importer, or Person having p0ssession of the Wines in 
question, shall, with the least possible delay (that is, within 24 
hours at farthest) give notice to the Wine Taster of the disposal or 
removal of the aforesaid \Vines; said Importer or other Person 
being hereby subjected to a penalty of 50 Rds. for each Cask 
removed or disposed of, without such not.ice being given as above 
directed, so that the Wine Taster, or Person duly authorised by 
him, shall have constant information as to where the aforesaid 
Wines are : And all Persons, into whose possession such Wines 
may come, are hereby called upon to conform to the Regulations 
prescribed by the preceding Article, and are moreover made liable 
to the like penalties, in case of contravention. 

6. The \Vine Taster shall, from time to time, visit the Stores or 
Cellars where the aforesaid Wines are deposited, in order to ascer­
tain that the aforesaid Regulations have been strictly attended to, 
and the Occupiers of such Stores or Cellars are hereby required to 
admit the Wine Taster, or J)crson duly authorised by him, into 
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such Stores or Cellars, for the purpose aforesaid, under a penalty 
of 100 Rds. for refusal thereof. 

7. But as it may nevertheless happen, that frauds may be 
attempted to be practised, in the Export of Wines, it is hereby 
further ordered, that, if upon the examination and tasLing of any 
·wines about to be exported, the \Vine Taster shall have any well 
grounded suspicion, that in such Wines there is any admixture of 
Foreign Wines, he shall be bound forthwith to seize and secure 
such \Vine, and report to His Majesty's Fiscal his having so done; 
whereupon His Majesty's Fiscal is hereby ordered and directed to 
summon a Jury of seven Wine Merchants, who shall be drawn for 
by lot from among the registered Wine Merchants of this Town, 
and having sworn this Jury upon the Holy Evangelists, he shall 
proceed with them to taste the Wine seized ; and if it shall be the 
opinion of the majority of the aforesaid Jury, upon Oath, that 
the Wine seized has an admixture of Foreign Wine in it, His 
Majesty's :Fiscal is hereby ordered to cause the same to be forth­
with spilt, by having the Heads of the Casks knocked in. And 
that no Person may plead ignorance hereof, this shall be published 
and affixed as usual. 

God save the King ! 

Given under my Hand and Seal at the Cape of Good Hope, this 
27th day of February, 1818. 

(Signed) C. H. SOMERSET. 

[C'opy.J 

Letter from thr Collectot ltnd the Comptroller of Customs 
to the Dl'puty Colonial Sccrctar!J. 

CUSTOM IIousE, CAPE TowN, 2'/th February 1818. 

Srn,-In answer to the honor of your letter of the 15th enclosing 
one from the Commissioner of His Majesty's Navy to His Excel­
lency the Governor, we take the liberty of remarking that it was 
specially stated in the lotter of the Comptroller of Customs that 
his observations did not apply to the Hywna, but generally; and 
that they were brought forward at that moment because there was 
no other ship then in the Bay. 

\Ve have no wish to subject ships of \Var to Custom House 
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Jurisdiction. The act of the .Admiral employing ships of War 
to carry merchandize, forces upon us and upon them the .Act of 
the 13th and 14th Charles 2, now the Law of the land, by which 
Ships of War are under a penalty of £100 and . seizure of the 
goods to render in writing to the Custom House the names of 
every Merchant and Lader of goods with the numbers and marks 
and quality of merchandize. 

His Excellency also requires from us a particular account of 
every article exported and its value. It is a document when 
applied to produce, important in its explanation of the domestic 
trade of the Cape. Provisions, cattle, &c. to an unusual amount 
are now shipped unknown to us ; and our returns of exports will 
be very incomplete. 

We shall therefore be obliged to you to lay the matter before 
His Excellency the Governor, that we may be favored by his 
order for our guarantee. We have &c. 

(Signed) CHS. BLAIR, Collector of Customs. 
w. WILBERFORCE BIRD, 

Comptroller of Customs. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter fro114. HENRY GouLBURN, Esr.>,RE., to LORD 
CHARLES SOMERSET. 

DOWNING STREET, 4th March 1818. 

MY LORD,-I am directed by Lord Bathurst to introduce to 
Your Lordship's Notice and Protection Mr. Peter Tait, the Bearer 
of this Letter, who is proceeding to the Cape with a View of 
acquiring some Knowledge of the Country preparatory to the 
Employment of his Funds and Talents in the Cultivation of the 
Land which may be grar.ted to him. 

Mr. Tait has been recommended to Lord Bathurst as a Person 
constantly employed and well skilled in farming; and as I under­
stand he has engaged a Number of his Countrymen to follow him 
to the Colony with a view of being employed under his direction, 
Lord Bathurst considers him to be one of those Persons most 
likely to become valuable Settlers. 

XI. 2 11 
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His Lordship has therefore directed me to request that Your 
Lordship would give due consideration to the proposals which 
he may make to you and give him such a Grant of Land as may 
appear to You suited to his means of Cultivation. I have &c. 

(Signed) HENRY GOULBURN. 

fCopy.] 

Letter from the Deputy Colonial Secretar1; to the 
Collector and Comptroller of Customs. 

COLONIAL OFFICE, 11th March 1818. 

GENTLEMEN,-In reply to your letter of the 27th ulto., I am 
directed by His Excellency the Governor to inform you that 
having referred your former communication on the subject of the 
King's ships trading between this place and St. Helena to the 
admiral on the station, His Excellency can take no further steps 
therein until such time as he shall have received an answer 
thereto. I have &c. 

(Signed) C. BrnD. 

[Original.] 

Letter from LORD CHARLES SOMERSET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE OF Goon IloPE, 12th llfarch 1818. 

MY LoRn,-It is with extreme <lifftdence that I venture to 
address your Lordship on the present occasion to solicit a recon­
sideration of a reply which has Leen given, by Your Lordship's 
direction, to an application which was made by me, through the 
Military Channel. I should, indeed, not venture again to submit 
a case which has been once before Your Lordship, were I not 
under the strong impression that the answer which has been given 
to it had been the natural result of insufficient elucidation on my 
part. The case which I should wish again to draw Your Lord-
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ship's attention to is the very hard one of the officer on this 
Station next in Seniority to myself. Your Lordship is aware that 
the Governor's principal residence here is several miles from Cape 
Town. The officer next in seniority resides therefore, in, and has 
the command of Cape Town Castle, and in this capacity is under 
the necessity of receiving the very great number of officers who 
daily arrive here, either from Europe or India, whether those 
officers belong to Foreign Nations, which frequently occurs, or to 
our own Establishments, which almost daily happens. It is the 
practice of all garrisons, that officers, on arrival in them, shall 
wait upon the senior officer, and this practice upon all Stations, 
induces more or less expence, according to circumstances, as some 
claims upon the hospitality of the person waited upon are not 
to be parried. Here the local situation exposes such officer, 
as well as myself, to daily and often inconvenient intrusion, and 
in no other station is there not some fund allowed to enable 
an officer, so situated, to meet the exigence ; even on this station 
at Simons Town and at Fort Frederick a small remuneration 
is granted upon this very necessary plea ; and in neither of those 
places could the allowance be dispensed with; why, then, will 
Your Lordship ask, has not a similar allowance been hitherto 
made to the Commandant of Cape Castle ? because till now the 
Station was held by an officer whose extra pay enabled him 
to face the expence to which the situation exposed him ; either 
by the Lieut. Gowrnor, who was a general officer and received 
pay as such, or by a general officer on the staff. 

The pay of a Lieut. Colonel is totally inadequate heret0, and 
it is within my knowledge (by experience) that such an officer 
cannot, without great pecuniary sacrifice and inconvenience meet 
the unavoidable expenditure to which he is, from these circum­
stances, liable. For these urgent reasons, therefore, • I solicit 
Your Lord. hip's permission to issue a colonial allowance, not 
exceeding twenty shillings per diem, to the officer next in 
seniority to myself, on this extensive station, who shall have the 
command in Cape Town Casile. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SOMERSET. 

 

 



468 Records of the Cape Colony. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from HENRY GoULBURN, EsQRE., to M. D'EscuRY. 

DOWNING STREET, H March 1818. 

Srn,-I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Letter of the 2nd of January last, and to acquaint you in reply 
that with every disposition to forward an object so desirable to 
you as your removal to the Mauritius, I cannot hold out any 
encouragement as to its being in Lord Bathurst's power to 
sanction the arrangement which you consider preliminary to such 
a removal, Lord Bathurst having already received various applica­
tions from Civil Colonial Servants to be relieved from the effect 
of the Exchange upon their Salaries, and having uniformly replied 
that such a Measure, if adopted at all, could only be adopted 
generally, and that He at present saw no reason for making any 
alteration in the existing arrangement on this Subjecb. I am &c. 

(Signed) HY. GOULBURN. 

[Copy.] 

Letter from the Colonial Secretary to the Collector of Customs. 

COLONIAL OFFI0E, 18th March 1818. 

Srn,-Referring to the Proclamation of the 27th of last month, 
on the subject of certain Spattish Wines which have been brought 
in to these Harbours, and with the view of more completely 
counteracting the attempts which are making to effect the mixture 
of these wines with Cape Wines, after they shall have been 
embarked in these Bays, I am directed by His Excellency the 
Governor to desire that no Cape Wine may be permitted to be 
embarked on board any vessel bound to the Westward, which 
shall have on board any Spanish, or other inferior wines not of 
the growth of this Colony in cask, and also that no permit shall 
be granted for the shipment of any Spanish or other inferior wines, 
not of the growth of this Colony, in cask on board any vessel 
having Cape Wines on board for the British Market. I have &c. 

(Signed) C. Bmo. 
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[Copy.] 

Letter from REAR ADMIRAL PLAMPIN to 
LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

469 

His MAJESTY'S SHIP Conqueror, ST. HELENA, 

81st JJfarch 1818. 

MY LORD,-By the Redpole I had the honor of receiving Your 
Lordship's letter of the 6th February last enclosing the copy of a 
letter from the Comptroller of His Majesty's Customs at the Cape, 
reporting a practice said to have crept in prejudicial to the Public 
Revenue, also copies of permits obtained by Mr. Hicks com­
manding His Majesty's Store-ship Hyrena ( on his last voyage from 
the Cape) by comparing which with my order to him, I perceive 
there were about 16 Muids of grain, several kegs of butter, some 
pipes of wine, and a few cheeses, beyond my order, for which 
permits were obtained; with respect to correcting these abuses, 
Your Lordship's wishes on that head were already anticipated, as 
in consequence of having discovered that Mr. Hicks had brought 
down several sheep, many muids of grain, and other articles 
beyond what I had ordered him to receive for the Island, the 
squadron, and His Majesty's officers of both services here, I gave 
him on his departure for the Cape the strictest orders not to ship 
anything on board the Hyrena unauthorized by me, and I have 
also given the same instructions to the master of the David 
Transport. 

Commissioner Sir Jahleel Brenton, in his letter of the 11th 
ultimo to your Lordship, has fully expressed my sentiments with 
respect to a ship bearing His Majesty's Pennant being subjected 
to the forms prescribed for Merchant Vessels, as suggested in the 
Comptroller's letter to Your Lordship of the 27th January; until 
I perused that letter I was not aware that His Majesty's store 
ships were sailing to and from the Cape in the capacity of mere 
merchant ships, and carrying general freight, nor indeed do I 
think that circumstances bear him out in that assertion. That 
Mr. Hicks has taken the liberty of shipping things on his own 
account without authority from me I admit, which abuse I have 
corrected in such a manner as I have no doubt will deter him 
from any such improper conduct in future. 

I beg Your Lordship will be persuaded that I shall always 
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consider it as much my duty as it is my inclination to co-operate 
with you for the general benefit of His Majesty's Service. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) ROBERT PLA111PIN, 
Rear Admiral and Commander in Chief. 

[Original.] 

Letter from LORD CHARLES S0111ERSET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, 8th April 1818. 

MY LoRn,-In my letter of the 13th of September last I had 
the honour of transmitting for your Lordship's approbation the 
intended establishment of the Colonial Corps upon the reduction 
of the late Regiment. Your Lordship will have perceived that, 
with the view of placing the establishment upon the lowest 
possible scale and thus contracting our expenditure as much 
as practicable, I had not appointed any officers to that proportion 
of the Corps which is composed of cavalry. More experience has 
however shewn me that the description of men of which the Corps 
is principally composed (viz. Hottentots or Natives of that mixed 
breed known here under the name of Bastards) are less easily 
controlled without the immediate interference of Commissioned 
Officers, than any others, and I am therefore under the indis­
pensable necessity of requesting your Lordship's sanction to the 
appointment of a Captain and Lieutenant to the Colonial Troop 
of Cavalry. 

Should your Lordship come into my view of the urgency of this 
measure, I shall esteem it as a favour that you will communicate 
your sanction thereof to His Royal Highness the Commander in 
Chief, in order that no time may be lost in having the appoint­
ments officially promulgated. I have &c. 

(Signed) CrrARLEs HENRY Sm,rnRSET 
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[Original.] 

Letter front Sm HENRY TORRENS to HENRY GoULBURN, EsQRE. 

HORSE GUARDS, 15th .April 1818. 

Sm,-It being of great importance that the 1st Battalion of the 
60th Regiment now at the Cape of Good Hope, should be relieved 
without delay, I am commanded by the Commander in Chief to 
acquaint you, for the information of Earl Bathurst, that the 38th 
Regiment, now at Plymouth, has been selected to replace that 
Battalion. I have therefore His Royal Highness's commands to 
request you will move His Lordship to give directions that 
tonnage may be expedited for the conveyance of the 38th, about 
750 rank and file, to the Cape, as well as for the return to this 
country, in the same vessels, of the 1st Battalion of the 60th 
Regiment. I have &c. 

(Signed) H. TORRENS. 

[Original.] 

Letter from MESSRS. HARVEY & NrcIIOLSON to EARL BATHURST. 

LONDONDERRY, 20th .April 1818. 

MY LoRD,-The Emigration to America from this and the 
neighbouring ports has encreased to a magnitude scarcely to be 
believed, occasioned by the cheap passage to the British Settle­
ments, which is merely a channel of conveyance to the United 
States, by which means we are losing our best tradesmen and 
artizans to the great prejudice of our own Settlements. 

We are therefore induced and intend to send one of our vessels 
to the Cape of Good Hope, and with the assistance of Government 
we have no doubt but we may be able in a short time to turn the 
tide, of Emigration from this to that Country. Your Lordship will 
please observe by the Advertisement (which we take the liberty 
to enclose) that we are ourselves sending out tradesmen, and we 
can only expect to be reimbursed for the expence of their passage 
by giving them a certain time to pay it after their arrival, but it 
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would not be in our power to send out their families on those 
conditions. We therefore submit to Government that they should 
allow us five guineas for each woman and child that may be 
conveyed to that Colony. And we propose that the money should 
not be paid by Government until a certificate is returned (E>igned 
by the Secretary of the Colony) of their safe arrival. With this 
encouragement we have no doubt but many industrious and well 
conducted families would be induced to go to the Cape, the utility 
of which must be obvious. We beg leave to submit this to Your 
Lordship's consideration, and trust we shall be favored with an 
answer. We have &c. 

(Signed) HARVEY & NICHOLSON. 

[Enclosure (Printed)] 

For the Cape of Good Hope. 

The fine Brig Hope, Burthen 300 Tons, Duncan M'Cormick 
Master, Will Sail for the above Port in the Month of June next. 
The Cape ranks first of all the British Settlements; its Soil is 
extremely rich and its Climate delightful ; neither the heat of 
Summer nor the cold of Winter are excessive, but the Seasons 
temperate, mild, and genial throughout the whole Year. The 
Fruits of the Earth grow in continued succession, and all kinds of 
Provisions are cheaper than in any other Country in the World. 

Tradesmen generally receive for Wages from sixteen Shillings 
to one Pound sterl. per Day, and by good conduct and industry a 
Fortune may be made in a very few years. Government, instead 
of preventing emigration to this enchanting Country, give it every 
possible encouragement. So favourable an opportunity as the 
present may never again occur here. For Freight or Passage 
apply to 

HARVEY & NICHOLSON. 

N.B. A few good Tradesmen, well recommended, will be taken 
on redemption on reasonable terms. 

LONDONDERRY, 28th March 1818. 
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[Office Copy.] 

Letter from LORD BATHURST to LORD CHARLES Sm.IERSET. 

COLONIAL OFFICE, 21st April 1818. 

MY LORD,-With a view to facilitate the Arrangements which 
have been made for the issue of half pay to Officers of the Civil 
Establishment of the Cape of Good Hope, during their residence 
in this Country on leave of Absence from the Colony, I have to 
desire You would be pleased to cause Certificates to be furnished 
to such as may obtain Your permission to return home, specifying 
the term for which Leave has been granted to them, the Names of 
their Offices, the Amount of their Salaries, and the date to which 
their Accounts have been settled. 

The Colonial Agent in London will be directed not to make any 
payments to Officers who after the receipt of these Instructions 
shall arrive in this Country from the Cape of Good Hope without 
being provided with a document of the above description; and 
You will not consider yourself authorized to sanction the issue of 
the Salaries or allowances of any Civil Officers returning to the 
Cape of Good Hope unless they shall produce a Certificate from 
the Agent stating what payments have been made to them in this 
Country. The Colonial Agent will likewise be instructed to 
deliver Certificates to Officers who upon their Appointments may 
receive Advances to enable them to proceed to the Cape, the 
amount of which wJ1 of course be deducted from their Salaries. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

L Office Copy.] 

Letter from H. GoULBURN, EsQRE., to LORD CHARLES Sm.IERSET. 

DOWNING STREET, LONDON, 2ht April 1818. 

MY LORD,-! am directed by Earl Bathurst to introduce to 
Your Lordship's protection, Mr. Thomas Rowlandson, the Bearer 
of this Letter, who proceeds to the Cape with the view of settling 
there. 
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His Lordship requests that You would make to Mr. Rowlandson 
such a grant of Land (in the Vicinity of his Friend Mr. Moody's 
Settlement) as his means may enable him to cultivate. 

I have &c, 

(Signed) H. GOULBURN. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from LORD BATHURST to LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

COLONIAL OFFICE, 30th April 1818. 

MY LORD,-1 have recently received information that a channel 
of correspondence has been opened between the French Persons 
resident in St. Helena and an Individual at Bahia, with the 
details of which it is necessary that I should acquaint Your 
Lordship. 

That a correspondence has taken place between Longwood and 
Bahia by the Way of the Cape of Good Hope, without the inter­
vention or knowledge of Sir Hudson Lowe, admits of very little 
doubt, and it is only a few days since that a packet of letters from 
Longwood was delivered to a person in London by another arriving 
from Brazil. On an examination of this transaction it was out of 
my power to discover the Name of the person actually engaged in 
carrying on this Correspondence. It appeared however that the 
person was an Englishman or an American usually resident at 
Bahia, that he had been twice to St. Helena by way of the Cape 
of Good Hope, and that he had had interviews, if not with General 
Buonaparte, at least with some of his Followers, and had received 
from them letters for Europe. The ostensible object of some of 
the letteni recently delivered in London was to secure the trans­
mission to Longwood of certain political Publications. :For this 
purpose it was desired that they should be forwarded to the Cape 
in small packets capable of concealment, if necessary, and addressed 
to a Merchant there of the Name of W. Rose, who was stateJ to 
have the means of ensuring their delivery at Longwood, and who 
is represented as the Agent and Correspondent of the J>erson at 
Bahia. 

I am aware that the intelligence which I have now the honor of 
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transmitting to you is not sufficient to enable Your Lordship to 
a,lopt any Measures but those of Vigilance and Precaution. I 
need not, I am sure, point out to you how desirable it is to 
ascertain the Names and Character of any persons arriving at the 
Cape from Bahia who may be received by Mr. W. Rose. 

In the event of any such person afterwards proceeding to St. 
Helena, I have to desire that your Lordship would by the same 
Ship in which he may proceed, send a confidential Communication 
by a Special Messenger to Sir Hudson Lowe, informing him of the 
grounds of Suspicion which you may entertain and pointing out 
the Individual whom you may consider implicated in an Attempt 
at clandestine Correspondence. 

Sir Hudson Lowe has been duly instructed as to the Course 
which it will be desirable for him to pursue under such Circum­
stances. I have therefore only further to request that Your Lord­
ship would carefully avoid exciting any Suspicion as to Your 
knowledge of the Correspondence which has hitherto taken place, 
lest the Parties should be put on their guard before an Opportunity 
was afforded of ascertaining their real Views and intentions. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

[Copy.] 

Lctte1' from the Coniptroller of Cust01ns to the Colonial Secretary. 

CUSTOM HOUSE, Wednuday 2 o'cl.ock. 

Srn,-I have the honour of enclosing to you, for His Excellency 
the Governor's information, a copy of the Order in Conn.Coil by 
which all necessary powers are given to the Collector for the 
protection and apprenticeship of Negroes natives of Africa, in 
cases of capture or forfeiture. I have carefully read over the 
different Acts for the abolition of slavery, since our conversation 
of yesterday, and I am convinced that no case can arise in which 
(for whatever reason) an African Negro treated and kept as a 
slave on board any ship can be landed without forfeiture to the 
King. The various Acts allow of no modification. They give no 
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power to Governors and others- to dispense in any poadble cue 
with the written Law of England, which now declares it to be 
felony to aid or assist in any shape in the tr""""JIO'rl of alaves 
natives of Africa. By no very forced COt1Btruction, the BUpplying 
them with provisions, however humane, is aiding in their Tran­
port and &88istance and encouragement to the foreigner in this 
forbidden commerce. The treaties with different nations permit 
v888els of friendly powers to come into port to refresh and to 
repair- and to sell part of their cargo to pay the expence, but a 
ala e ship is by her particular traffic deprived of this advantage, 
she hu nothing but what is contraband; and the African egro 
from a alave ship must, if landed, as a matter of couree be seized 
as a contraband article, brought to trial in the Admiralty or 
Inland Court by reason of hie being an African egro landed in 
opposition to the Act of Parliament, to be condemned as a 
forfeiture to the King in conformity to the Law and delivered 
over to the first Officer of Customs. 

In the other case if the Master of the ehip abandons, the 
vessel becomes a droit of Admiralty and the egroee wiB be 
adjudged to be forfeitures to the King and th11S delivered over 
also to the Customs. In truth I can read of no aide path in this 
matter, nor do I think the Legislature intended there should 
be one. 

The object is to throw every possible difficulty in the way of 
foreigners in their prosecution of this abomination, to give not 
even a hair's breadth of indulgence, and I have almost, by reading 
these Acts, brought myself to think that the lending money on 
this ship by Bottomry, or taking the bills of the captain or bii. 
owner or others to assist him in hie transport of alavee, if not 
actual felony, would expose the individual to great danger. The 
case may be hard and eo is the Trade, but in my opinion the 
slaves mast go to sea or become forfeitures, and I can find no 
middle way. I have &o. 

(Signed) w. Wn.BERJORCB BIRD, 
Comptroller of Custom.a. 
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[Copy.] 

Letter fro1n the Colonial Secretary to the Fiscal. 

CoLONIAL OFFICE, 1st May 1818. 

Srn,-The Governor is very anxious that you should take into 
early consideration what steps His Lordship should legally take 
in the event of the Master of the Portuguese Brig Pacquet Real 
abandoning the ship and cargo in this Harbour, that cargo con­
sisting of slaves ? 

It is right to state that the Officers of the Customs presume 
that the vessel and cargo, in such case, become Droits of Admiralty 
and must be proceeded against as such in the Vice Admiralty 
Court, and the negroes be taken possession of and provided for 
by the Collector of Customs. I enclose Mr. W. Bird's letter to 
me on this subject for your perusal, but His Excellency is not 
quite satisfied that the conclusions drawn by Mr. Bird are entirely 
applicable to the case, as he is not altogether of opinion that a 
case of abandonment here comes under the absolute jurisdiction 
of the Court of Vice Admiralty, or that the Collector of Customs 
has any claim to control over Negroes not prize of war or 
forfeitures by law under the Slave Acts. I have &c. 

(Signerl) C. BIRD. 

[Copy.] 

Letter from the Fiscal to the Colonial Secretary. 

F1BOAL1B OFFICE, 2nd May 1818. 

Srn,-Having been called upon by you to take into my con­
sideration what steps His Excellency the Governor should legally 
take in the event of the Master of the Portuguese Brig Pacqiwt 
Real abandoning the ship and cargo in this Harbour, that cargo 
consisting of slaves, I have the honor, for the information of His 
Excellency, to say that I am humbly of opinion that with regard 
to the cargo, consisting of slaves, the moment they are abandoned 
by the Master of the Portuguese Brig they are entitled to freedom 
without manumission, this case having been provided for, not only 
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in the Iloman Law Lib. 40 D. tit. 8, Lex 2 ; Lib. 7, Cod. tit. G Lex 
unica § 3, but also in the Statutes of India, in the Title of Slaves, 
section 24 (old statutes) and Section 80 (new statutes) where it 
has been expressly declared : 

"That in case of sickness or inability of the Masters to provide 
for their Slaves, such Slaves not provided for and abandoned to 
misery and want shall upon their request be declared free by the 
Judge." 

It appears to me that conformably to this enactment of the Law 
at present in force in this Colony, in case by the act of the Master 
of the Brig (who is or represents their Master in this Colony) the 
Slaves are left to a state of starvation and cannot be provided for 
by him, they must enjoy the benefit of this benevolent disposition 
of the Law; and therefore as they are totally unable to protect 
themselves or to claim for themselves the benefit of the Law, I 
beg leave to submit to His Excellency's consideration whether 
it would not be requisite under these circumstances to take upon 
himself the protection of these unfortunates and to direct the 
Fiscal to proceed on their behalf according to the prescriptions 
of the Laws of this Colony, which in this respect certainly have 
not been abrogated by the Acts of Parliament abolishing the 
Slave Trade. 

None of thei>e Acts, as far as I can see, relates to the case in 
question, but they all relate to the Slave Trade carried on in 
British Vessels or in which British subjects, in whatever manner 
it may be, are interested. 

Here a Portuguese Slave Trader who carried on his trade under 
the Laws of bis own Sovereign has entered this Harbour with 
a Portuguese Vessel bound to a Portuguese Country with the 
view only of taking in refreshments, no claim to forfeiture or 
confiscation has been preferred against him, no seizure ma1lc, and 
consequently he has been acknowledged under tho circumstances 
of his case as not having transgressed the Abolition Slave Trade 
Acts. 

Whilst he is in this situation a circumstance happens, lly which 
he is compelled propter vim majorem to abandon his cargo of 
slaves not as objects for any trade in this Uolony but as a useless 
cargo that cannot be in any way disposed of, nor transported to 
the place of its destination. 

He i, compelled to resort lo this extreme becau e CO\ crnmcut 
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declines encouraging his trade by giving him any assistance; for 
all he has been able to obtain from Government has been an 
asylum for himself and those under his protection, to save them 
from impending death. The moment he abandons his cargo of 
slaves, Government constantly actuated by the same motive, will 
feel it incumbent to protect the poor abandoned human beings, 
from whom the Master of the ship has been obliged to withdraw 
his own protection. This act of humanity cannot make Govern­
ment interested in his Slave Trade, for that Trade is at an end 
in consequence of the Master having abandoned his cargo, on the 
contrary it is an act of mercy towards unfortunates who have been 
thrown entirely upon the mercy of Government, as interested in 
their conservation. Government provides them with the necessaries 
of life, as interested in their freedom, which they have gained in 
consequence of the act of the Master of the ship, who abandons 
them to misery, Government secures to them the enjoyment of 
the same, the more so as they are liberated in consequence of the 
existing circumstances of the Colony; no Slavery being now 
acknowledged here but of those who have been registered as 
Slaves. To show the competency of the Court of Justice to 
declare these persons free, it will be sufficient to have observed 
that their right to freedom originates in the act of the Master 
of the vessel abandoning them, which is an act done in this port 
within the jurisdiction of the Court of Justice. The Court of 
Vice Admiralty here, which otherwise perhaps might be deemed 
competent, does not setm to me even here to have a concurrent 
jurisdiction with the Court of Justice, for the Jurisdiction of the 
Courts of Admiralty is stated in the commentaries of Law not 
to extend their Jurisdiction in cases which have happened within 
the ports or havens, (vide Law Dictionary at the word Admiral.) 

As the circumstances of the ship abandoned by the Master, but 
still remaining the property of its owners, are widely different 
from those of the cargo, as there has been no transgression against 
any of the Abolition Slave Trade Acts, as the cargo of slaves 
has neither been imported here nor abandoned for any of the 
purpoRes prohibited in the said Acts, and consequently as there 
seems to be no forfeiture, I am under correction, of opinion with 
regard to the ship abandoned that His Excellency the Governor 
will be justified in ordering the interests of those concerned to 
be secured in the regular manner, by directing the President and 
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Members of the Insolvent Estates Chamber to proceed in this 
respect agreeably to their instructions, Act 52 L. D., in which 
it has been declared tbat the administration of all goods, the 
property of persons not living in this Colony or otherwise 
unknown and not entrusted to the care of any person in this 
Colony does belong to said Chamber. I have &c. 

(Signed) D. DENYSSE~. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from LORD BATHURST to LORD CHARLES So~rnRSET. 

DOWNING STREET, 3rd May 1818. 

MY LORD,-I have received and laid before The I>rince Regent 
Your Lordship's Dispatch No. 9G of the 10th October of last Year, 
recommending a general Augmentation of the existing salaries of 
the Civil Officers at the Cape. 

I am commanded in reply to acquaint Your Lordship that 
although His Royal Highness is fully aware of the anxiety 
uniformly evinced by you to avoid every unnecessary expenditure 
and of the Caution with which you have always proceeded in 
recommending any augmentation, yet His Royal Highness cannot 
under the existing Circumstances of the Empire authorize the 
general encrease of Civil Salaries which is the object of your 
Application. His Royal Ilighncss indeed is not insensible to 
the Necessity which exists of assigning to some Officers and 
especially to those in the ,Judicial Departments salaries more 
adequate to the Stations which they :fill, and has therefore com­
manded me to express his Approbation to your raising the Salary 
of the President of the Court of J ustico to One thousand Pounds 
Sterling per Annum, and that of each of the Four senior Members 
of the Court to Five Hundred Pounds. 

I am however to suggest to Your Lordship whether Means 
might not be found of defraying this and other but little less 
necessary Augmentations of similar Expenditure in the diminution 
of the Number of Government Officers and in some new Arrange­
ment of the Departments of Government. It certainly appears 
to me that eight Judges cannot be absolutely required for the 
Administration of ,Justice at the Cape and that it would be far 
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more advantageous, if possible, to reduce the Number and assign 
to those executing the Office emoluments more corresponding to 
the duties which they have to perform. 

It further appears that some Arrangement of a similar Nature 
might take place as Vacancies occur, with respect to some of 
the Boards in the Colony, such for instance as the Orphan 
Chamber, the Insolvent Estates, the Government Bank, &c., &c., 
in all of which I can see no reason why the higher Officers of 
Government should not be constituted Members ex officio, without 
additional emoluments, leaving the detail of the duties of each 
to be executed by the Members that enjoy salaries, but giving 
their occasional Assistance and exercising a general Superintendance 
on all important occasions. 

Having submitted these points to Your Lordship's Consideration, 
I have only to assure you that should any such reduction as that 
which I have adverted to be considered practicable, I shall most 
readily submit to The Prince Regent any Arrangement which 
You may ultimately suggest for applying the Saving thus created 
to a more liberal remuneration of the remaining Officers of 
Government. I have &c. 

(Signed) BATHURST. 

[Copy.] 

Letter froni the Colonial Secretary to the Collector and the 
Comptroller of Customs. 

CoLONIAL OFFICE, 4th May 1818. 

GENTLEMEN,-! am directed by his Excellency the Governor to 
transmit to you the accompanying copy of a dispatch! from Earl 
Bathurst with copies of its several enclosures, relative to an error 
committed in the Custom House at this place, in not enforcing the 
regulation respecting manifests prescribed by the 54th of the 
King, Cap. 36. 

As this omission has already produced serious inconvenience, 
and as, if not henceforward strictly attended to, it will be of vital 
consequence to the Trade and Interests of this Settlement, His 

XL 21 
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Excellency cannot too strongly impress upon you a more correct 
attention to the duties required of you by Law. I have &c. 

(Signed) C. BIRD. 

[Copy.] 

Letter from the Col,onial Secretary to the Comptroller of Customs. 

COLONIAL OFFICE, May 5th 1818. 

Sm,-Referring to your letter of the 27th January last, reporting 
a practice which appears to have crept in prejudicial to the public 
Revenue, of the King's storeships sailing to and from St. Helena in 
the character of mere Merchant ships, without reporting, clearing, 
or producing Manifests at the Custom House, I am directed by 
His Excellency the Governor to transmit to you herewith for your 
information a copy of a letter from Rear Admiral Sir Robert 
J>lampin in explanation of the case in question. I have &c. 

(Signed) C. BIRD. ' 

[Copy.] 

Letter from tl1c Comptroller of C1rntoms to the 
Colon'icd Secretary. 

CusTOll HousE, May 5th 1818. 

Sm,-In reply to the favor of your letter, enclosing one from 
Rear Admiral Plampin, I have to observe that, feeling very keenly 
the reproof bf his Excellency the Governor, as conveyed in your 
letter of the 4th instant, in which the Collector and myself are 
impressed with the necessity of a more correct attention.to the 
duties required by Law, I humbly hope that His Excellency will 
be pleased to cover the Collector and Comptroller with his pro­
tecting shield, if Lord Tiathurst should complain that the Act of 
the 13th and 14th Ohs. 2, Cap. 11, (being one of the Acts) which 
ordains a penalty of £100 on every Master of a ship bearing 
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Commission from His Majesty and neglecting to make entry of 
merchandize on board, has been disregarded by this Office. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) W. WILBERFORCE BIRD, Comptroller of Customs. 

[Office Copy.] 

Letter from LORD BATHURST to LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

Lord Bathurst presents his Compliments to Lord Charles 
Somerset. 

With reference to the instructions which Lord Bathurst had the 
honor of addressing to Lord Charles Somerset on the 20th August 
1817 authorizing his Lordship to retain possession of Tristan da 
Cunha, He has to request that Lord Charles will not, until further 
Orders, give any directions to lay down Anchors with Chain Cables 
at Tristan da Cunha, to afford Accommodation to Foreign Vessels 
arriving there. 

COLONIAL 0Fl'IOE, 6th llfay 1818. 

[Copy.] 

Letter frorn the Coll~ and the Comptroller of Customs to the 
Colonial Secretary. 

CusTOM Hoi::sE, 6th May 1818. 

Srn,-In reply to your communication on the subject of 
manifests, we have the honor to acquaint you for the information 
of His Excellency, that the inconvenience experienced by the 
Selina and Warrior having been made known to this Office last 
year, no Master of a British vessel laden at the Cape has been 
allowed to sail for England since that time without swearing to the 
manifest, and that the circumstance was remedied previous to the 
date of Lord BathuTSt's letter. Neither the Collector or Comp­
troller have ever refused to receive an oath from a desiring party, 
though possibly the Comptroller might have stated that he con­
sidered it as useless, which he did at that time. 

2 I 2 
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The Manifest Act of the 26th Geo. 3, C. 40, requires no affidavit, 
except when wines are shipped, and previous to the Manifest Act 
of the 54th of the King Cap. 36 which passed in consequence of 
the opening of the India Trade (including the Cape for that purpose 
but not to interfere with its former general Trade) this Office 
required no oath, and the non administration of the oath to the 
Warrior and Selina arose, not from negligence, but from our 
conception that the Act of the 54th of the King applied only to 
ships from India touching at or going from the Cape with East 
India cargoes, and not to ships with usual freights from the Cape 
to London. Those from India were uniformly required to take 
the oath, and no objection during so long a period as from the 
54th of the King was made at the Custom House in London to the 
entry of Cape Ships under the Qld Manifest Act, till the Selina 
and Warrior last year. 

It is we hope unnecessary to assure His Excellency that every 
attention shall continue to be paid to the duties required from us 
by law, and we request the favor of you to state to His Excellency 
that it will be matter of great convenience, and tend to the most 
accurate discharge of our duties, if he will have the goodness to 
request that this office may be supplied with a collection of the 
different Acts that nave passed on the subject of the customs, and 
by a transmission. of all future ones immediately after they are 
passed, there being at present no such documents belonging to the 
Custom House. We have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES BLAIR, Collector of Customs. 
W. WILBERFORCE Bnm, Comptroller of CusLoms. 

(Original.] 

Letter from LIEUTENANT COLONEL BIRD to EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE ToWN, 8th May 1818. 

MY LORD,-Lord C. Somerset has had the melancholy task of 
acquainting your Lordship by this mail of the decease of our much 
esteemed friend Mr. Henry Alexander. 

His Lordship in a manner most gratifying to my feelings has 
nominated me to the vacant office, and it is to solicit your Lord-
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ship's confirmation of what has been the constant object of my 
exertion and fair ambition that I am emboldened now to address 
you. 

My intimate knowledge of the language and the people of this 
extensive country was the first cause of my having been selected 
for the station I have for 11 years filled in this Government. 
Those advantages have naturally thrown upon me that intercourse 
with the local authorities which can alone be attained by their 
possession and they have at the same time enabled me to forward 
the views of His Majesty's Government here to the entire satisfac­
tion of the several Persons who have been in Chief authority 
during that Period. The respective Governors have been so kind 
as frequently to recommend me to the favourable notice of the 
Secretary of State and I can particularly refer your Lordship to 
the official communications of Lord Caledon and Sir J. Cradock on 
this head. 

The immense distance we are at from England and the unexpected 
turn which the disorder of my lamented friend took, has placed it 
almost out of my power to make timely application to those who 
might have weight in urging my humble claims to your Lordship's 
favors ; I therefore venture to make my own appeal and. shall be 
proud to owe my success to your Lordship's approval of my past 
conduct. I have &c. 

(Signed) C. BIRD. 

[Original.] 

Letter from LORD CnARLES SmrnRSET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE oF Goon HorE, Vtli llfay 1818. 

MY Lonn,-It is my painful task to have to communicate to 
your Lordship the deaih of our much esteemed Colonial Secretary 
Mr. II. Alexander, which sad enmt took place on the 6th instant. 

I have not hesitated in putting Lieut. Colonel Bird in.to the 
vacant situation until His Royal Ifo,}mcss the Prince Regent's 
pleasure shall be known, and I take the liberty of urgently 
soliciting your Lordship to sanction and support this nomination. 

The services and claims of Lieut. Colonel Bird I have had the 
honour on other occasions to lay before your Lordship. Lieutenant 
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Colonel Bird has filled the arduous and important office of Deputy 
Secretary to this Government during a period of eleven years, and 
the duties of the Colonial office, since my administration, have 
chiefly devolved upon him, so that in recommending him to your 
Lordship at this moment, I do so from a knowledge of his 
abilities to perform the various duties to your Lordship's satis­
faction. 

Mr. H. Somel'Set being hourly expected here, it is my intention 
immediately on his arrival to appoint him to the Deputy Secretary­
ship, and I doubt not that his assiduity and attention will merit 
the confirmation of my nomination, which I solicit at your 
Lordship's hands. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SmrnRSET. 

[Copy.] 

Memorandum by the Chief Justice. 
11th May 1818. 

Portuguese Brig Packet Real-Cargo Slaves. 

Mr. Wilberforce Bird's argument" that no case could arise in 
which for whatever reason an African Negro treated and kept as 
a slave on board any ship can be landed, without forfeiture to the 
king," appears to me with due submission to be unfounded; for 
if the Brig Packet Real, instead of being prevented from proceeding 

. on her voyage by want of money, had been detained by some of 
His Majesty's Naval or other competent officers for condemnation, 
and if on enquiry no sufficient ground for condemnation had 
appeared to the Court, the slaves, out of which her cargo consists, 
although lauded, and provi<l.ed for by the Collector of Customs, 
would have been restored to their Owners. 55 Geo. III., Oh. 172. 

This at the same time proves that it is not contrary to any of 
the Abolition Acts of the British legislature that African Negroes 
be landed by a Slave Trader, without thereby becoming subject 
either to Seizure or Forfeiture. An<l. whereas in the present case 
no doubt exists about the legality of the trade of the said Brig 
Packet Real, so that she might proceed on her voyage without 
being liable to any legal detention if she could get provi<l.ed with 
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the necessary provisions ; it appears that by the abandonment of 
the ship and her cargo a case would arise, not liable either to 
Seizure or Forfeiture, and to which, consequently, the disposition 
of the .Abolition .Act cannot be made applicable . 

.As to the .Abandonment itself, the same can be done on two 
grounds, either in behalf of the Underwriters, or out of necessity 
or rather despair, from being deprived of the means of providing 
for the Slaves any longer. In the first instance there would exist 
a commercial abandonment, in which it is the duty of the Master, 
in case of his not being able to correspond with the Underwriters, 
to secure their interest by taking recourse to some public authority, 
in order to appoint the necessary Agents for that purpose. The 
other instance, on the contrc.ry, is not a commercial abandonment, 
but much more a dereliction, by which the vessel with her cargo 
would become a right of the Crown. 

But however different the effects of abandonment may be with 
regard to the vessel and other property, yet as far as concerns the 
Slaves the thing in both cases comes to the same point. Since in 
the first instance the .Agents for the underwriters would, in conse­
quence of the existing Abolition of the Slave Trade, be prevented 
from making here any disposal over the Slaves other than to send 
them from hence or to leave them here to their fate, which latter 
case amounts to a dereliction also, and must have the same effect, 
this being the case, the Colonial law decides that those persons 
who are on board of the Brig Packet Real, in case of dereliction, 
cease to be Slaves, and must be considered as free persons, " Servo 
enim quern dominus ob- gravem infirrnitatem pro derelicto habuit, 
competit libcrtas ff. L. 40. T. 8. L. II. qui sine manumissione ad 
libertatem perveniunt." The Slaves thus becoming free ipso Jure, 
it follows that in this case no judicial decision about their state 
would be required, as is the case in 47 Geo. III. Uh. 16. S. 7, 
where a judicial decree is required "for the purpose of barring 
any claim to them (viz. Negroes) which before existed, or ·might 
he afterwards set up." In case therefore the Negroes be landed 
for the purpose of abandonment, for which, when they are in a 
state of starvation on board, His Excellency the Governor could 
with difficulty refuse his permission, they could come in no other 
as}_Ject than as free persons thrown into the Colony by a lament­
able fatality, without having from their own any means of sub­
sistence, and whom humanity would induce His Excellency tho 
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Governor of this Colony to provide for. Nay, under these circum­
stances I think (be this said with due respect) it obligatory and 
incumbent on the Governor to make such provisions, in the spirit 
of the British Government, for the future subsistence and welfare 
of these persons as His Excellency in his wisdom shall deem 
expedient, appointing to the execution thereof such person or 
persons as he would think most fit for the purpose. 

Whilst with regard to the provision itself, I am humbly of 
opinion that considering the state of utter ignorance and im­
potence in which the Negroes in question are placed, the disposi­
tion of 47 Geo. III. Ch. 36. S. 7, viz. "to enlist those Negroes in 
the Land or Sea Service, or bind them, for a term not exceeding 
fourteen years, as apprentices to such persons &ca as may seem 
meet &ca " is the surest analogy which His Excellency could follow 
in this case, without requiring any previous condemnation either 
from the Vice Admiralty Court or the Court of Justice. 

Finally I have only to add that the just disposition of the 
British legislature to suffer the slaves, in case of lawful trade to 
be left to their lawful Owners, and in case of doubt to restore 
them after due investigation, prevents me to join the respectable 
Mr. Wilberforce Bird in every one of the charitable conclusions 
contained in his letter. 

(Signed) J. A. TRUTER. 

(Office Copy.] 

Letter from LORD BATIIURST to LORD CHARLES SOMERSET. 

DOWNING STREET, 12th .llay 1818. 

MY DEAR LORD,-The manufacturers of Sweets in this Country 
have again pressed for an adclitional duty on the importation of 
Wines from the Cape, and they have been seconcled by some of 
the Merchants employed in the Wino Trade on the ground that 
the encouragement given to the Cape Wines is prejudicial to the 
importation of Wines from Spain and Madeira, and therefore 
prejudicial to the Revenue, which it is stated is beginning to be 
defrauded by the export fron1 Europe to the Cape of Wine which 
is then re-exported from thence to England under the low duties 
on Cape Wines. 
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I doubt very much whether this is the Case ; but in order to 
obviate such a practice, if it exists, or such a pretence if it has no 
existence, it would I think be desirable to levy a small duty on 
all Emopean White Wines, if re-exported from the Cape. I am 
not aware that this would be attended with any inconvenience to 
the Trade of the Cape, as it would not operate upon any Wine 
which was not landed for re-exportation and it would satisfy the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer that if any practice of the Kind I 
have mentioned has really existed, the Colonial Government has 
done its best to prevent a Continuance of what indeed that Govern­
ment has itself an interest to discountenance. I have etc. 

(Signed) BATllURST. 

[ 0 riginal.] 

Letter frorn LORD CrrARLES SOMERSET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, 12th May 1818. 

MY Lonn,-1 have the honour to transmit to your Lordship 
herewith copies of a correspondence which has taken place 
between the Officers of the Customs of this Port, the Admiral 
and Naval Commissioner of this Station, the Civil Authorities at 
St. Helena, and myself, on the subject of a practice which is 
reported to have crept in, prejudicial to the Public Ilevenue, by 
store ships, commanded by officers bearing commissions in His 
Majesty's Navy, sailing to and from St. Helena and these ports 
in the character of mere Merchant Ships, without reporting, 
clearing or producing manifests at the Custom House. 

Your Lordship will perceive from Sir J. Brenton's communica­
tion that he is of opinion " that the Admiral will not consent to 
the measure of a ship under his command being subjected to the 
forms prescribed for merchant vessels, as suggested in the Comp­
troller's letter of the 27th of January last," in which sentiment 
Vice Admiral l>lampin wh0lly concurs, while the Comptroller of 
Customs claims protection from the effects of the Acts of Parlia­
ment quoted by him, which enjoin a compliance on the part of 
the King's Ships ,\ith the provisions of the law. 

Now as it would he highly prejudicial to the Service that a 
seizure of a King's Ship should take place on this Station, a 
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measure which the officers of the customs appear willing to re~orL 
to to bring this question to issue, I am most anxious that such an 
alternative should be avoided, and therefore take the liberty of 
referring the case to your Lordship, in order that, shoulu your 
Lordship concur in opinion with the officers of the customs of this 
place on this question, Your Lordship should make such com­
munication to the Admiralty on the subject as shall induce their 
Lordships to give such instructions to the Naval Authorities on 
this Station as may tend to obviate the complaint now referred ; 
while should Your Lordship deem the King's Ships to be exempted 
from the laws quoted by the Comptroller, upon your signifying 
the same to me, I shall not hesitate to issue such orders to the 
officers of the customs here as shall put this question entirely 
to rest. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SOl\IERSET. 

L Original. J 
Letter from Lo1m CIIARLES so~IERSET to EARL IlATIIURST. 

CAPE OF Gooo HoPE, 12th .1Iay 1818. 

Sm,-Immediately on the receipt of Your Lordship's Dispatch 
No. 33, dated tc.e 8th day of December last, with enclosures from 
the Treasury, on the subject of an omission on the part of the 
Colonial Custom House to permit certain vessels to verify their 
manifests as re(_J_uired by Law, I caused a letter (a copy of which 
is herein enclosed) to be written to the principal officers of that 
Department on the subject, and have now the honour to transmit 
to your Lordship a copy of a letter received from the Collector 
and Comptroller in exvlanation, from which Your Lordship will 
notice that the circumstance of the inconvenience which had 
arisen in the cases of the Selina arnl 1Varrior, refonetl to in 
Mr. Lushington's letter, had previously reached this place, and 
that no vessel laden here has for somo time been allowed to sail 
from hence for England until the Master had sworn to his 
Manifest. 

I beg to call your Lordship's particular attention to the con­
cluding paragraph of the Collector and Comptroller's letter, which 
requests that they may be supplied with a collection of tho 
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different Acts that have passed on the subject of the Customs, 
and by a transmission of all future ones immediately after they 
are passed. I have &c. 

(Signed) CHARLES HENRY SOMERSET. 

[Original.] 

Letter from LORD CHARLES SOMERSET to EARL BATHURST. 

CAPE OF Goon HOPE, 12th May 1818. 

MY LORD,-I have the Lonour to enclose, for your Lordship's 
information, a copy of a letter from His Majesty's Fiscal in this 
Settlement, giving cover to a short statement of the different laws 
and regulations which apply to the celebration of marriages in 
this colony and copies of the several regulations at large which 
are therein referred to. These documents were called for by Your 
Lordship's circular letter of the 12th March 1817, and have taken 
more time in translating and preparing (in order to put Your 
Lordship in full possession of all the bearings of the question) 
than it was at first supposed would be necessary thereto. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) CIIARLES HL:RY SOMERSET. 

[Enclosure A in the above.] 

F1scAL's OFFICE, 22nd April 1818. 

Sm,-I have the honor herewith to transmit to you, for the 
information of His Excellency the Governor, a short statement 
respecting the form and manner in which marriages should be 
celebrated in this Colony in order to ensure their validity, to 
which I have annexed translation of the regulations of and copies 
of such further documents as have been referred to in the same. 

I have &c. 

(Signed) D. DENYSS.E~. 
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[Enclosure n in the above,l 

Statement of the Laws, Ordinances, and Regulations at present 
in force in the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope with respect to 
the form and manner in which marriages should be celebrated in 
order to secure their validity. 

The Laws regulating the form and manner of the celebration of 
marriages in this Colony are: 

1st. The Provisional Regulations respecting the celebration of 
Marriages by the inhabitants of the Country Districts issued by 
the Commissary General of the late Batavian Government. 
Previous to the introduction of the said llegulations, which have 
been proclaimed in this colony on the 9th November 1804, and 
agreeably to a Resolution of the Governor and his Political Council 
taken the 3rd January 1805, have been extended to the celeLra­
tion of Marriages by the Inhabitants of Cape Town and its 
District, no colonial Regulation on the subject was in existence, 
and thus the Board of Commissioners for Matrimonial affairs was 
obliged to follow the established ltegulations for East India as 
introduced here agreeably to a ltesolution of the Governor and 
Council of the 12th :February 1715, or where the same might be 
found deficient the General Laws of the Netherlands, the Lirth­
right of the first settlers in this Colony. After the introduetion 
of the aforesaid Regulations the same as far as I could traee have 
been amplificated and altered in the manner as explained in the 
following successive Proclamations and Ordinances, viz.: 

2nd. A Resolution of the Governor and his political council of 
the 26th June 1805. 

3rd. A I>roclamation dated the 26th April 1806. 
4th. A Letter from the Uolouial Secretary to the late Mr. Van 

der Kemp bearing date the 10th July 1806. 
5th. A Letter from the Colonial Secretary to the late Mr. Van 

der Kemp bearing date the 14th .February 1807, and 
6th. Government advertisement of the 18th March 1818. 
From these sources may Le derived the following short state­

ment respecting the form and manner in which marriages should 
be contracte<l in this Colony in order to ensme their validity. 

1st. It is required that the marriages be preceded by the anno­
tation before any one of the Matrimonial Boards established in 
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this Colony and by the regular publication of three bans on 
Sundays. 

2nd. This however agreeably to the practice adopted in the 
Netherlands may be as far as regards the publication of the bans 
dispensed with, in cases of urgent necessity by the authority of 
the supreme Political Magistrates of the places to which the parties 
who intend to enter into marriage do belong . 

.Agreeably to this it also now has been established in this 
Colony, that upon a proper application made to His Excellency 
the Governor Special Licenses for Marriage without Bans may be 
granted to such persons as have appeared before the Matrimonial 
Board and obtained from that Board the necessary certificate of 
their intended Marriage being unobjectionable. 

3rd. Such Licence not having been obtained by the Parties, 
their Marriages contracted without preceding Bans are invalid. 

4. It therefore is req_uired to the validity of Marriages legally 
contracted in this Colony, that the parties previous to their 
intended marriage shall have appeared before the Matrimonial 
Board to which the residence of the intended Bride does and 
during the last three months did belong, whether in Cape Town and 
Cape District or in any of the Country Districts, for annotation; 
and that upon the annotation of their intended marriage having 
duly been effected in any of the said Boards as aforesaid, three 
successive Bans shall have been regularly published on Sundays. 

5. Upon an application in writing to be subscribed by the 
Bridegroom and Bride and in case of minority to be likewise 
subscribed by the fathet- or guardians, the respective Matrimonial 
Boards are authorized to grant the Publication of the Bans 
previous to the Parties appearing before them. 

6. In case of minority of any of the parties intending to enter 
into marriage if the intended Bridegroom has not attained the age 
of 21 or the intended Bride the age of 18 years, no annotation or 
publication of the Bans is allowed to take place without the 
consent of the parents or guardians, and in case of discrepance 
between the parents then of the father, or between the guardians 
then of the majority of them. 

7 . .After they shall have attained the age of 21 or 18 years, but 
previous to the time of their majority, which commences at the 
completion of their 25th year of age, the consent of the Parents is 
also required Jlonoris cau,sa, buL in case of their refusal to consent, 
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the annotation takes place and the publication of the Banns is 
only suspended until by a final judicial decree it shall have been 
decided whether their opposition is founded on sufficient and legal 
reasons or not, and in case the same shall have been rejected the 
publication of the Banns shall go on. 

8. No annotation for Matrimony of Military Persons under the 
rank of Officers can take place without their producing a written 
permission from the Commander of the Corps to which they 
belong, nor can the same take place of strangers who have not 
obtained any permission to remain in this Colony, unless by a 
written permission from the Governor. 

9. The Publication of the Eanns agreeably to the Regulations 
must be performed on three succeeding Sundays in the Town 
or District in which the annotation has been effected, and should 
the Bridegroom reside in another place then also in the Town 
or District where the Bridegroom resides; at the usual places 
where all other public Proclamations are made, in the forenoon 
between eleven and twelve o'clock after the ringing of the bell, 
besides which at the said places the names of the parties, as also 
whether it is the first, second, or third time of publishing the 
Banns ought to be posted on a Board appropriated to that purpose 
and so placed as to be conveniently read by every person. 

10. This however has been deviated from in so far as the 
publication of the Banns according to the present usage is per­
formed only in the churches of the District, Town, or village, 
where the annotation has been made, as also of the places where 
the Bridegroom and Bride reside should no Matrimonial Board 
have been established in the same. 

11. In cases of urgent necessity, where there is no reason for 
suspecting a third person to be concerned ( and in no other 
cases) the Commissioners composing the Matrimonial Boards are 
authorized at the request of the parties to grant permission to 
have the Banns published more than once on the same day, 
however with an interval of some hours between each time. 

12. The object of the publication of the Banns of Marriage 
is to afford to those interested an opportunity to stop the course 
of the same by stating to the Commissioners or their secretary 
the reasons they have for opposing the celebration of the intended 
marriages, which oppositions having regularly been brought in, 
they are proceeded upon as stated in the regulations. If therefore 
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no just cause of impediment has intervened, the celebration of 
the marriage contract may take place immediately after the 
publication of the third bann, but should any opposition have 
been made by which the banns should have been suspended the 
celebration of the marriage contract cannot take place unless this 
impediment be previously removed. 

13. The marriages are to be solemnized by an ordained clergy­
man or minister of the Gospel belonging to this Settlement. 

14. As for the conversion of heathens to the Christian faith 
Missionary Moravian Institutions have been established in this 
colony, the Missionaries or Moravians superintending such In­
stitutions provided they are regularly called to perform that 
service by the Missionary or Moravian Societies in Europe, may 
be authorized by Government to celebrate the marriages between 
such among the different tribes of the native inhabitants of this 
Colony as belong to their Institutions. Such authority has by 
the late Governor Sir David Baird been specially granted to the 
Missionaries belonging to the Institution of Bethelsdorp. 

15. As to the internal requisites without which no marriages 
legally can be contracted, viz. the prohibitions arising from 
disability or incapacity, among which are that the persons con­
tracting marriage are free persons and Christians not having another 
husband or wife living, not under the age of puberty, not related 
to each other within the prohibited degrees of consanguinity or 
affinity, not labouring under some particular corporal infirmities ; 
as also with regard to second marriages that the time prescribed 
within which no se nd marriages may be contracted has not 
elapsed, or that the hereditary portion due to the children of a 
prior marriage from their deceased parent has not been assigned 
to them, as these requisites do not regard the form and manner 
in which marriages should be celebrated within this Colony in 
order to secure their validity, it will be sufficient to have men­
tioned that the Commissioners composing the respective Matri­
monial Boards are bound at the time of the annotation diligently 
to enquire whether any of the said in1pediments do exist, and 
if so that then the annotation for Marriage cannot take place. 

:Fiscal's Office, the 22nd April 1818. 
(Signed) D. DENYSSEN. 
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[Enclosure C in the above.] 

J. A. de Mist, LL.D., Commissary General from the Batavian 
Government for the Colony of the Cape of Good Hope, to all 
those who shall see, hear, or read these presents, greeting ! 

That he having considered it as very necessary and of the 
greatest importance to the farmers of this Colony that they 
should be released from the obligation to which they were till 
now subject of coming to Town, as well for the purpose of having 
themselves registered for marriage as for solemnizing the same, 
a custom the utility of which in the Infancy of the Colony was 
indisputable, but which from its immeasurable extent, increased 
population, and especially on account of the increasing Drostdies 
and Churches in the villages, has now lost its utility and has 
become rather tending to the injury of the inhabitants of the 
Country districts and to their domestic affairs, which must greatly 
suffer by the long and expensive journeys they are frequently 
obliged to take for this purpose. 

That together with the introducing of the measures hereby 
established for rendering the solemnization of their marriages 
more convenient, it is likewise necessary that precautions should 
be taken against dangerous irregularities and neglects which for 
want of settled regulation in respect to an institution so important 
to the Community as the law of Matrimony is, may have crept 
in at the remote parts of this Colony, and which might become 
injurious to morality and render even the existence of the lawful 
marriages of such inhabitants uncertain. 

It is from these considerations pursuant to the power and 
authority expressly vested in him by the executive power on 
this head, and in expectation of their further sanction thereto, 
that he has found good to ordain, as by these presents is ordained, 
the following 

Provisioned Orders respecting the Celebration of J,farriagcs of the 
Inhabitants of the Country Districts of the Batavian Colony 
the Gape of Good liope : 

Art. 1st. By virtue of these presents are appointed as Com­
missioners for Matrimonial affairs in the Country Districts the 
Land<l.rost of each Drostdy together with two heemradcn to be 
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nominated by the Landdrost assisted by the Secretary of the 
Drostdy and the messenger to act as summoner. 

Art. 2nd. By vacancy, sickness, or absence of one of the 
Landdrosts, his place is to be filled by the eldest heemraad, and 
should he already be a member of the Commission in such case 
then by one of the other Heemraads. The Landdrosts are to 
take care, should any of the places of the Heemraads become 
vacant either by resignation, discharge, or any other cause, that 
this Commission remains always competent, by nominating 
another member, in order that no hindrance shall be given to 
the discharging of the different functions attached thereto. 

Art. 3rd. The said Commissioners and secretaries prior to their 
entering on the duties of the Commission shall sign the following 
form of oath annexing thereto the day and year: " We the under­
signed acting in the name of Government as Commissioners 
or Secretaries for matrimonial Affairs in the Drostdy of do 
hereby promise and swear on the oath taken by us on entering 
the different duties of our functions that we will acquit ourselves 
in the execution of our Commission as men of honor, agreeably 
to the instructions already given, or in future to be given. That 
we shall assist the Inhabitants to the best of our power and with 
our advice towards the promoting of their lawful marriages, and 
that we will also guard against all and every abuse thereof. That 
we will never receive or suffer any person to receive for us any 
gift or presents of what nature soever, not even of meat or drink, 
from or in the name of such persons as address themselves to us 
for the purpose of be1ng registered for marriage, nor after the 
publishing of the banns thereof in order to have the same 
solemnized. That we will duly record or cause to be recorded 
everything relative to this Commission and discover to no person 
anything whatever which from its nature ought to be kept 
secret. The subscribing to this we do hereby hold of the 
same binding nature and effect as if we had taken the oath 
verbally. Drostdy of on the date expressed next to each 
name." 

Art. 4th. The Commissioners are to assemble regularly every 
first Saturday in each month in the morning between the hours 
of 9 and 12 o'clock in the Common Room of the Landdrost and 
Hcemraden for the purpose of registering such persons as intend 
to marry and at the same time to hear, and agreeable to these 

XI. r 2 K 
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regulations to adjust as far as lays in their power any differences 
that may exist. 

Art. 5th. All those registered for marriage shall pay to the 
Church of the Parish to which the bride belongs the sum of five 
Rix Dollars. The landdrosts are to take care that all such 
monies so received be (without any deduction) every six months 
paid into the Vestry entitled thereto. In the newly established 
Drostdy of Uitenhage this money is to be added to the Church 
and School funds in the hands of the Landdrost and Heemraden 
till such time as a church be built. The Vestry of Swartland 
shall have the right if the bride belongs to that Parish to claim 
Five Ii.ix Dollars tho' the annotation and solemnizing of the 
marriage (as belonging to the Cape District) has been effected in 
Cape Town. All this in compliance with the Church regulations 
of the 25th July of the present year. 

Art. 6th. It is hereby enacted that all annotations and solem­
nizing of marriages shall from the 1st January 1805 take place 
before the Commissioners of the Drostdies in which the bride has 
her fixed place of abode, from which is to be undel'Stood the place 
where she has constantly resided for the last three months. 

Art. 7th. In extraordinary cases the annotations for marriage, 
as well as the solemnizing thereof, shall be considered equally 
legal tho' made in private houses, which is to be left to the 
discretion of Commissioners however in such case the matrimonial 
parties are to pay twenty-five Rix Dollars to the church and 
school funds over and above defraying the reasonable expences of 
the Commissioners for the journey and loss of time. 

Art. 8th. In all cases the Commissioners are to put the following 
questions to those who present themselves for the purpose of being 
noted for matrimony : 

(a) Their place of birth, place of abode, and age. 
(b) Whether they are Christians and not heathens or slaves. 
(c) Whether they are engaged in any manner by promise of 

marriage or otherwise and thus perfectly free. 
(d) Whether they have been married before, and if so whether 

there are any chilJren or further offspring from their last marriage 
living. 

( e) Whether they are related by any of the ties of consanguinity 
or in any of the prohiLited articles. 

Art. 9th. The answers to the above questions to be carefully 
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and accurately not.ed down by the Commissioners. hould the 
leut doubt arise of the veracity of any of the era the 
OomrniMionera are authorised aad shall be obliged to order the 
partiea to produce further proof, either b verbal evidence or Japl 
docament.s, aad jf neceuary to confirm the •me by O&tA, hiala 
G8tJl the Cororoiasio11era are hereby qualified t.o acbnini•ter. "The 
umotation however to be • pended till 81lch time as the Ooa­
JDU8ioners are f1llly satisfied of the truth of the auw to the 
above questions." 

A.rt. 10th. When a yowig man who is not 21 yeua of age or­
a young girl not 18 years, and that they desire to have pennisaion 
~ be married, they shall be obliged to prove to the Commiui.oners 
that they have the full co nt of their pa.rents, or in cue of t.heir 
aot being alive, t.hat of their guardians. For this ~ 
shall be obliged to appear before the Oommislionen together • 
their parents or guardians, and in case the same are pnY8Dted 
from appearing in person they mut produce to the U01nmum1JD1n 
a proper written consent signed by t.heir parents or gaardiaDI 
well as by two respectable witueues known u euch to t.he 
Commissioners. In cue the Orphan bamber should be guardiana 
a written coment from them in the uaual Dl&JlDer will be. •uffieient. 

Art. 11th. Should the parents disagree about the marriage of 
their children ho are DOt of age, the opinion of e father shall 
be followed. hould the grandfathers and motmn or gu.ardi&u, 
being of an equal number not agree, the Comroisa.ries shall in 
that case forthwith (de plano) adjust the matta' in question and 
give such COD88Jlt aa f be wanting ; should the number be 
unequal the opiniOD of the majority is to be followed. 

12th. In case a yowig man should be 21 years old, or a 
young girl 18 years, but not have att.ained the age of 26 and 
wish to enter into the state of matrimony, the OOD181lt of the 

ta as mentioned in Art. 10th from the l'8lpect dae to them 
muat be produced. but should ib parent. refWl8 their coment, 
the • of tb.e ~ shall however be eft'eot,ed, but pre'riaua 
tio banne being bliahad the ti IO refuaing. ahouJ.d tlteJ 
d in t.1ae same diat.riet here the Oommu11riel perform 
fmaoti.ou, lh&ll be 111mmoaecl wWwa a NUIODf,bJe time t;o 
ia 01'Ur ~ gi e t.beir OODllllt or l'MIIODI for • relaal, ad 
ahould they after being ngalarly nmmoned $luee timel • 

or pioperl1 ...,... r.-reca.; r be ooDlidend • 
2 IC 2 
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tacitly acquiescing to the same. In case of their appearance the 
Commissaries will use their endeavours to outain consent and 
thereby amicably settle the difference between the parents and 
children, but if that is not attended with success the parties shall 
be referred to the Court of Justice there to seek for redress. The 
publishing of the banns shall however be postponed till the 
decision of the Court shall be properly communicated to the 
Commissaries. 

Art. 13th. When the parties so refusing their consent reside in 
a different drostdy from where the annotation of the marriage 
has been made, or in the Cape District or in Cape Town, the 
Commission before which the same took place will write letters 
requisitorial to the Commissaries where the said parents live, to 
summon them to appear once, twice, and the third time, and by 
non-appearance, their absence is to be considered as a tacit consent. 
On their appearing the Commissaries shall make ufle of their best 
endeavours to procure their consent, but on a continual or un­
equivocal refusal thereof, they shall oblige them to sign a written 
declaration in forrna. The Commissaries shall forward an account 
of their proceedings as speedily as possible to the Commission 
before which the marriage has been noted in order that they may 
act therein as set forth in Art. 12. The expences attending which 
shall without waiting for the decision of the Court be provisionally 
1:Jaid by the contracting parties. 

Art. 14th. When the parents of such minor persons as mentioned 
in Art. 12th do not reside in this Colony and that they are not 
provided with the necessary permission, the annotation of marriage 
shall not take place, unless on producing a written con cut from 
the Governor for the time being, who in this case ifl to supply 
the place of the parents and who is to give or refuse the same 
as he may judge proper. 

Art. 15th. A young man or woman lawfully born in this 
Colony, in the natavian Republic, or in any of its possessions, 
havincr a certificate of baptism that they have attained the age 

0 . 

of 25 years, shall not be obliged to produce tho consent of their 
parents or guardians for their marriage. Military persons serving 
as such under the rank of officer cannot be noted for matrimony 
without producing a written permission from the commanding 
officer of the Corps. 

! ,Art. lGth. Total strangers whether of, or un<.ler age, not natives 
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of this Colony altho' born in the Batavian Republic or in any other 
of her colonies or elsewhere, but who have not been sent here on 
any particular mission, or those who belong to any of the ships 
whether a man of war or merchantman of what nation soever, 
or passengers who have been here a short time without having 
obtained any legal permission to remain here, shall on no occasion 
be noted for marriage unless by a written permission from the 
Governor for the time being, who will then have an opportunity 
of provisionally making proper enquiries into the civil state and 
situation of such stranger. 

Art. 17th. When one or both of the partifis have been married 
before, they shall be obliged previous to the annotation being 
made satisfactorily, to prove that the former marriage is dissolved, 
either by death or lawful dissolution, and therefore entitled again 
to enter into the state of matrimony ; the Commissioners in 
examining these proofs must act with the greatest circumspection, 
especially towards strangers, or such persons who have only had 
a temporary residence in this Colony. 

Art. 18th. For the sake of morality no widower shall be per­
mitted to contract a second marriage within less than three full 
months after the decease of his former wife, and no widow within 
less than full five months after the decease of her last husband, 
by whom she must also be certain that she is not pregnant. 

Art. 19th. When one or both of the parties have a minor child 
or children by the former marriage, or in case of their decease 
minor descendants thereof living, they shall be obliged to produce 
to the satisfaction of the Commissioners, pre,ious to the banns. 
being published, a proper act from the Orphan Chamber or other 
legal guardian of such minor children purporting that they have 
actually received their portion of inheritance due to them out of 
the estate of the deceased husband or wife, or that sufficient 
security has been given for the same. Without the producing of 
such declaration the banns of marriage shall not be published. 

Art. 20th. And as for the sake of morality marriage in the 
following degrees of consanguinity and affinity is forbidden by 
law, the Commissioners shall therefore not suffer to be noted for 
marriage, much less to enter into the Holy State of :Matrimony, 

1st. I>arents with their children, grand-pnrents with their grand­
children either in the ascending or descending line. 

~ml. Brothers and sisters either half or whole. 
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3rd. Uncles with nieces, aunts with nephews, whether from 
whole or half bed in the ascending or descending line. 

Under such degrees of consanguinity as is here above mentioned 
the annotation for marriage not to be permitted. A man not to 
be permitted to marriage with those related in consanguinity to 
his deceased wife, nor a woman with those of her deceased 
husband. 

Art. 21st. In cases which the law will admit of, the Governor 
for t.he time being may by way of dispensation grant some 
marriages, previously consulting the President and members of 
the Court of Justice, of which dispensation and grant a proper act 
must be produced to Commissioners. 

Art. 22nd. And whereas the law forbids that neither Christians 
with heathens, slaves with free people, nor slaves among them­
selves should contract legal marriages, the Commissioners are 
therefore hereby ordered not to note such persons for matrimony. 

Art. 23rd. The banns of marriage shall be published in the 
respective drostdies at the usual place where all other public 
proclamations are made, and this three succeeding Sundays in the 
forenoon between eleven and twelve o'clock after the ringing of 
the bell. .Besides which at the said place the names of the parties 
as also whether it is the first, second, or third time of publishing 
the banns, shall be pasted on a board appropriate for that 
purpose and so placed as to be conveniently read by every 
person. 

Art. 24th. Should the bridegroom not reside in the same 
Drostdy as the bride in which the annotation was consequently 
made, the Commissioners are to take care that tho banns be three 
times also published in the district or town where the bridegroom 
resides or where he has resided for the l.ast year. The respective 
Commissioners for matrimonial affairs throughout the Colony shall 
for this purpose keep a regular correspondence, giving due atten­
tion to the different requests and letters of each, forwarding the 
publication of the banns, and acquainting each other as speedily 
as possible thereof, in 01·der that no delay be given to the solem­
nizing the marriage. 

Art. 25th. In cases of urgent necessity where there is no 
ground for suspecting a third person to be iu question (and in no 
other case) the Commissioners shall at the request of the partius 
grant permission to have the banns published more than once in 
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the same day, however with an interval of some hours between 
each time. 

Art. 26th. Should any person conceive to have reasons to 
oppose the solemnizing of the marriage he is to do it forthwith 
at the time of the annotation or personally to acquaint the 
secretary of the Commission before whom the same was made, 
who as a proof thereof is to note down by or near the annotation 
as follows: "On this day the ... appeared before me the under­
signed, secretary to the Commission for matrimonial affairs of the 
l)rostdy ... the person ... who declared to oppose the solem­
nizing of the marriage of . . . with . . . At the Drostdy of . . . 
Secretary." On the noting of which the publishing of the banns 
shall be suspended. 

Art. 27th. The secretary shall then cause the parties to be sum­
moned by the messenger to appear before the Commissioners at 
the next ensuing sitting, or should any of the parties reside with­
out the Drostdy in that case they are to be summoned by letter 
in order that the matter may be investigated and if possible by 
the interference of the Commissioners amicably adjusted. Such 
letters tho' expedited from other jurisilictions shall have the force 
of a legal summons of the Commission before whom the annotation 
was made, who are hereby declared, reciprocally, not to incur any 
prejudice thereby. In case the parties or one of the same should 
on account of the long distance not be al.Jle to appear at the first 
sitting of the Commission, the Secretary in concbrt with the land­
drost or one of the Commissioners who is present shall extend the 
same so long that all. the parties may be present on the day 
appointed. 

Art. 28th. Should the opponent not then appear, the impediment 
shall be done away and the banns published accordingly. In case 
of the non-appearance of the accused the parties shall again be 
summoned by the Commissioners at the expence of the non­
appearer on a day appointed for the above-mentioned purpose, 
the opposition in the meantime to stand in force, and should the 
accused not comply with this second summons, the annotation 
shall then at the instance of the opposing party and at the expence 
of the accused be annulled. • 

Art. 29th. Both parties, the opponent and accused, not appearing 
on the first or second summons made in the abovementioned 
manner, the effect of the opposition shall not be done away by 
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the Commissioners without previous request from the contracting 
parties who are to assign satisfactory reasons for their absence. 

Art. 30th. The parties appearing before the Commissioners who 
not being able to bring them to an accommodation they shall then 
be referred to the usual course of law. The effect of the opposition 
shall in such case remain in force till the opponent shall have 
proper time and opportunity to prosecute his cause before the 
Court of Justice of this Colony. The time allowed shall be fixed 
by the respective Commissioners according to the distance of their 
different residence from Cape Town. This period having expired 
and the cause not prosecuted, the impediment shall at the request 
of the accused be declared illegal by the Commission before whom 
the annotation was made, and the banns of marriage puhlished 
accordingly. 

Art. 31st. The respective Commissioners shall be at liberty in 
such and other cases should they judge proper provided there is 
sufficient legal ground to stop the publishing of the banns, of 
which as well as the reasons thereof they are to inform the Court 
of ,Justice as speedily as possible, who will after due consideration 
decide according to law. 

Art. 32nd. After the publishing of the banns three times and 
no just cause or impediment intervening, the marriage to be 
solemnized by the Commission before whom the annotation was 
made according to the usual forms prescribed by the regulations 
of the State. Except in extraordinary cases as mentioned iu 
Art. 7th the Commissioners shall sit the first Saturday iu every 
month in the forenoon between the hours of eleven and twelve 
o'clock in their usual Court Room, where after the ringing of the 
hell the marriage is to be solemnized with open doors in the 
lJ.earing of the public. 
• Art. 33rd. The contracting parties shall be at liberty after tho 

solemnizing of their marriage to have the same confirmed by a 
clergyman in such manner as according to their religious principles 
they may think proper. 

Art. 34th. The contracting parties shall be obliged within three 
months after the last publication of the banns to have their 
marriage solemnized under a penalty of one hundre<l rixdrs. for 
every month after that they may remain unmarried, for the benefit 
of the church and school funds of the Drostdy where the annota­
tion was made, except said Commis:;ion or the Governor for the 
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time being should have sufficient reasons to allow them a longer 
delay. 

Art. 35th. Foreigners married during their stay in this Colony 
with any of the Inhabitants agreeably to Art. 16th do not thereby 
acquire the right of Inhabitant or Burgher, notwithstanding their 
marriage they require the special permission of the Goveruor for 
the time being thereto. 

Art. 36th. The different Commissioners for matrimonial affairs 
in the Drostdy of Stellenbosch, Swellendam, and Tulbagh, every 
six months, and those of Graaff Reinet and Uitenhage every year, 
shall transmit to the Secretary's Office in duplicate a distinct list 
of all the marriages which have been noted and solemnized within 
the last six or twelve months, to be signed by all the Commis­
sioners and the Secretary, in which list they are to particularize 
the following. 

(a) The names and residence of the contracting parties. 
(b) Whether they have been married before or not. 
(c) The names of their parents, guardians, or other witnesses 

present at the annotation. 
(d) If the necessary consent has been given verbally or in 

writing, by whom and on what day. 
(e) In case the parties are foreigners, whether they have pro­

duced the Fiat of the Governor as required by Art. 16th. 
(j) If the rightful inheritance has been rendered to the children 

of such as were married before, by what act and of what date. 
(jj) On what day the annotation, the first, second, and third 

banns published, and .the solemnizing of the marriage has taken 
place. 

(h) Whether any opposition has been made, together with a 
relation of all the steps taken by the Commissioners therein, and 
of all the other circumstances of consequence which have taken 
place on the occasion. 

The above to be placed in columns, the form for which will 
be forwarded (if necessary) from the Secretary's office above­
mentioned. 

One of those lists after being presented to the Governor and 
Council shall be forwarded to the Colonial Orphan Chamber for 
their information, and one to remain on file in the Secretary's 
Office. 

Art. 37th. The respective Secretaries of the different Com-
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missions for Matrimonial Affairs shall regulate their perquisites 
or fees according to a tariff to be regulated by the Governor and 
Council. 

Art. 38th. The above regulations shall at all times be altered, 
jncreased, or diminished as (keeping in view the prosperity of the 
inhabitants) may be judged necessary. 

Every force to be given for the accomplishment hereof by the 
Governor and Council. 

Thus done in the Castle of Government at the Cape of Good 
Hope, the 20th September 1804. 

(Signed) J . .A. DE MIST, Commissary General. 

[Enclosure D in the above.] 

Extract Resolution taken by the Governor and Council on Thursday 
the 3rd January 1805. 

The Commissary General J. A. de Mist, LL.D., having by 
Proclamation of the 20th September of last year issued a 
provisional regulation respecting the solemnization of marriages 
by the inhabitants of the Country Districts of this Colony, it was 
resolved with the approbation and consent of said Commissary 
General to orcler that the said regulations be adopted also in Cape 
Town, in such manner that the Board of Matrimonial and Civil 
affairs are in future to regulate themselves as well respecting the 
registering as the solemnization of marriages agreeably to the said 
regulations as far as circumstances do not require any alteration, 
respecting which the Board of Matrimonial affairs are hereby 
invited to transmit their opinion to the Governor antl Council. 

Extract hereof to be forwarded to the Roformetl antl Lutheran 
Churches, as also to the Board of Civil Matrimonial affairs, for 
their information and guidance respectively. 

And further this extension of the Provisional Regulations is to 
be made known by Proclamation to the inhabitants of the Cape 
.and Country Districts. A true translation. 

(Signed) l>. AURET. 
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[Enclosure E in the above.] 

Extract Resolution of the Governor and Council at the Cape of 
Good Hope on Wednesday the 26th June 1805. 

The several reports were laid before the Board which have been 
transmitted to them successively on the 27th February, 6th 
March, 13th March, 24th April, and 29th May last, by the res­
pective Landdrosts of Tulbagh, Stellenbosch, Swellendam, Graaff 
Reinet, and Uitenhage, at the invitation of the Governor and 
General in Chief, with respect to the effect of the Matrimonial 
regulations, which reports having been duly considered it appeared 
that the herein-after-mentioned points became objects of the 
decision of the Governor and Council, viz. : 

1st. Whether for the convenience of the inhabitants the Pro­
clamation of the banns could not take place previous to the parties 
appearing before the Matrimonial Board, in order that the 
marriage may be solemnized immediately after the uninterrupted 
publishing of the Banns. 

2nd. Whether the Matrimonial Court should not meet every 
Saturday instead of only on the first Saturday of every month, in 
order not to encrease the inconveniences by a longer interval of 
time which might be occasioned from the letters not arriving 
regularly or other intermediate causes. 

3rd. Whether the application to have the Banns published 
previous to the registering might not be made in ·writing or whether 
it is necessary for the bridegroom to appear in person at the 
Drostdy for that purpose. 

4th. Whether the publishing of the Banns ought not to take 
place in the Church to which the bridegroom or bride belongs, and 
affixed at the church gates in case such churches are not situated 
on the Drostdy, and those of Swartland and the Paarl. 

5th. Whereas in such cases when the estate of a deceased is to 
be taken into the administration of the Orphan Chamber, the 
deeds for securing the Filial Portions in the inheritance are to be 
executed in Cape Town, for which purpose the surviving parent is 
bound to repair to town, whether no measure can be adopted to 
secure such shares and at the same time Lo remove said 
inconveniences. 

6th. Whether it is necessary for the compliance with the 24th 
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Art. of the Matrimonial Regulations, that the solemnization of the 
marriage be fixed at a longer term subsequent to the application 
for the Banns ? 

7th. Whether in the remote districts the l\Iatrimonial Doard 
might not be authorized to represent the Orphan Chamber in such 
cases where that Board are the guardians and their consent is 
required. 

8th. Whether the Landdrost and members of the Matrimonial 
Court could not be authorized to remove the difficulties or incon­
veniences which might arise from misunderstanding the literal 
conceptions of the Marriage Regulations, without making any 
alteration in, or deviating from the same. 

Which points having been maturely considered, it was resolved 
by the Governor and Council, respecting the three first mentioned 
points to authorise the respective Landdrosts and members of the 
Matrimonial Boards, as they are authorised accordingly by these 
presents, to grant the publishing of the Banns previous to the 
parties appearing before them, upon application being made in 
writing subscribed by the bridegroom and bride, and in case of 
minority likewise to be subscribed by the father or guardian, and 
further to assemble not only on the first Saturday of each month 
but on every Saturday for the purpose of receiving the usual 
application. 

Respecting the 4th point the Banns of persons belonging to 
churches not situated on the Drostdy shall be published in an<l 
affixed at such churches also. 

Copies of the fifth and seventh points to be forwarded to the 
Orphan Chamber with invitation to transmit their opinion arnl 
rPport thereon to the Governor and Council ; but the 24th Art. of 
the Matrimonial Regulations to which the sixth point relates is to 
remain unaltered, in the reasonable expectation that the mutual 
correspondence shall be promoted by every possible means. 

And finally respecting the eighth or last point the Governor and 
Council authorise the respective Matrimonial Hoards to decide if 
necessary any doubt that might occur, provide<l that such decision 
<lo not contain anything that can be construed to be contrary to the 
meaning less to the distinct words of the matrimonial re;;ulations as 
the universal laws. 

Extracts hereof to be forwnrded to the Presi<lent and l\fern hers 
of the Court of Justice, the J>rocurator General, the Orphan 
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Chamber of this Colony, the Matrimonial Court of Cape Town, 
Landdrosts and Heemraden of the respective Country Districts, 
and the respective churches, for their information. 

A true extract. 

(Signed) J. A. TnuTER, Recretary. 

[Enclosure Fin the above.] 

Proclamation by Sir David Baird on the 26th of April 180G. See 
Volume V, page 407. 

[Enclos11re Gin the above.] 

Extract from a letter written by J. F. van der Kemp to Govern­
ment, dated Bethelsclorp 31st May 1806. 

Srn,-Persons belonging to the school at Bethelsdorp are by the 
express permission of the late Governor J anssens married by the 
missionaries in our own church in the same manner as it had 
been permitted to other religious communities. These marriages, 
however, were according to the Batavian principles in a political 
view of no force unless they were confirmed by the Civil Matri­
monial Courts. But as His Excellency the commanding General 
found reasons to transfer the right of solemnising marriages from 
the political courts to the ecclesiastics, and ordered that all mar­
riage ceremonies are to be performed by a minister of the Gospel 
belonging to this S~lement, I take the liberty to beg to be 
informed if marriages between persons belonging to this Institution 
ecclesiastically solemnized at Bethelsdorp (providing that they 
may be enregistered by the Court of Heemraden) are to be 
considered as legally contracted, or if these persons may be 
remarried by the clergyman of the neighbouring parish of Graaff 
Heinet? 

(Enclosure Hin the above.] 

:Extract from a letter written by J. C. Smyth, acting Colonial 
Secretary, to the Revd. Mr. Van der Kemp, elated 10th July 
1806. 

Sm,-In respect to the marriages of the Hottentots belonging to 
the Institution at Bethelsdorp, His Excellency permits you to 
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continue to perform the ceremony as formerly, and if these 
marriages are registered at the Court of Heemraden for the district, 
there cannot possibly be any occasion to have the ceremony again 
performed at the Church of Graaff Reinet. 

[Enclosure I in the above. ] 

Extract from a letter written by ,J. F. van <ler Kemp to Govern­
ment, dated Bethelsdorp December 31st 1806. 

Srn,-In a letter with which I was honored by your hand, dated 
July 10th, it pleased His :Excellency commanding in chief, to 
declare that marriages of Hottentots belonging to the Institution 
of Bethelsdorp, ecclesiastically solemnized in the church of that 
place, are to be considered as contracted in due form so as to 
require no other confirmation, providing that they be registered at 
the Court of Heemraden. I suppose that by the term marria,qes 
of Hottentots are to be understood marriages of actual members of 
this Institution, many of whom are strictly speaking no Hottentots, 
but a mixture of eight or nine different nations, including the 
missionaries; but as I find myself not authorized to give this 
interpretation to the mentioned expression without being informed 
that this is His Excellency's real intention, I beg leave to request 
a further illustration of this point, and in particular such one as 
may remove every ambiguity respecting the two following cases : 

The Revd. Mr. Itead, missionaiy of this place, is murrie<l 
ecclesiastically at Bethelsdorp to a Hottentot woman of this 
Institution, but his marriage is as yet not registered at the Court 
of Heemraden. 

Your humble servant Van der Kemp is likewise ecclesia tically 
married in this church to a woman of Madagascar extraction, 
belonging to this Institution, which marriage has been pi-oclaimed 
and registered in due form by the Court of IIeemraden. 

You'll please to observe that these marriages were in this 
manner solemnized before His Excellency's fate Proclamation, 
and the question is, if any further ceremony be required (except 
the registering of that of Mr. Read at the mentioned Court) for 
their final and lawful confirmation. 

It is the opinion of the Landdrost Cuyler that the marriages 
of our people according to His Excellency's intention should be 
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solemnized in our church previous to their being registered at the 
Court of Heemraden. If this be the case I have no further 
observation on this subject, but should His Excellency's intention 
be (as I suspect) the reverse of this supposition, and require that 
the marriages be first proclaimed and registered at the Court 
of Heemraden, and afterwards upon a certificate of the said court 
ecclesiastically confirmed, I'll expect a further elucidation of this 
point. There is another difficulty which I wish that could be 
alleviated, viz. : 

At the registering of the marriages the Court of Heemraden 
demands from our people the 12 Rix Ds. 6 Sch. which were 
usually paid by the inhabitants when the marriage ceremonies 
were performed by the mentioned Court. I do not in the least 
call in question the right which the Court may have to this 
money. But as our poor people are utterly unable to pay this 
sum, the registering of their marriages is thereby rendered impos­
sible, and Ilis Excellency's good intention to have them regularly 
married eluded. I doubt not but His Excellency will readily 
grant the poor of this Country the same privilege which they 
enjoy (as I believe) in every other civilized country, viz. freedom 
of the public perquisites, to which every other inhabitant is 
subject. 

The Landdrost Cuyler, who has at my request about three 
months ago represented these points to His Excellency to be 
terminated by His Excellency's decision, informs me that he has 
by one, or other accident, received no answer, and it is by his 
advice that I take th ~berty to recall them by your intercession 
to His Excellency's memory. 

[Enclosure J in the above.] 

Extract from a letter written by J. 0. Smyth, acting Colonial 
Secretary, to the Revd. Mr. Van der Kemp, dated 14th 
February 1807. 

Srn,-In answer to the first paragraph of your letter, I have 
received His Excellency's orders to acquaint you that you are 
right in supposing that by the term 1narriages of Hottentots in my 
letter of the 10th July the marriages of all or any of the different 
tribes of the native inhabitants belonging to your Institution was 

I 
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meant, an<l therefore you are at liberty to solemnize all marriages 
in your institution among your own members, whether the parties 
are of Caffer, Hottentot, or Boschjesman birth or extraction, 
abstaining however upon all occasions from interfering with the 
colonists, Europeans or slaves. 

[Enclosure Kin the above.] 

Extract from the Cape Town Gazette of the 21st March 1818. 

Government Advcrtisenient. 

Notice is hereby given that in consequence of the numerous 
applications made to His Excellency the Governor to dispense 
with banns of marriage being called, His Excellency has come 
to the resolution to grant special licences for marriage without 
banns, upon a stamp of Rix Ds. 200 to such persons as have 
appeared before the matrimonial court and obtained from that 
Court the necessary certificate of the intended marriage being 
unobjectionable. 

Cape of Good Hope, 20th March 1818. 

By command of His Excellency the Governor. 

(Signed) H. ALEXANDER, Secretary. 

LOMDO. • rRt!'fUU llT Wll.1.hY 1.:I.0Wtl A.NU o ... ~. J.f\fl'I'rft, 
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