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Fig.17.

A bar chart showing the rate at which parents/guardians assist
learners at home
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Level of assistance from parents/guardians

The rate at which parents/quardians assist their children to study mathematics at

home.
Source: Field study (August, 2016)

Table 4:16 shows that one hundred and thirty-two (132) learners (40.7%) rate the
assistance or supervision received from their parents/guardians at home for
mathematics as “poor”, one hundred and eight (108) learners (33.3%) regard it as
“fair’, sixty-four (64) learners (19.8%) rate it as “good’, twelve (12) learners
representing 3.7% rate it as “very good” and eight (8) learners (2.5%) regard the
assistance or supervision received from their parents or guardians at home for
mathematics as “excellent’”. From the above analysis it can be observed that the
majority of the learners do not get assistance or supervision from their
parents/guardians at home for 1athematics. This might be due to the fact that the
majority of the parents/guardians cannot read or write. It might also be due to the
absence of parents/guardians from home or they do not see the need for their

children’s/wards’ education. A student’s success in school is increased if his/her
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Fig.28.

A bar chat showing the level of motivation provided by government
to maths educators
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Level of motivation by government to educators

The level of motivation provided by government to educators.
Source: Field study (August, 2016)

From Table 4.27 it can be observed that two (2) educators representing 40% rated
the motivation given to educators teaching grade 9 mathematics by government as
“fair”, another two (2) educators (40%) also rated the motivation given to educators
teaching grade 9 mathematics by government as “poor”’, and one (1) educator
representing 20% rated the motivation given to educators teaching grade 9

mathematics as “good”.

The above analysis shows clearly that majority of educators teaching grade 9
mathematics are not pleased with the motivation received from government. The
government has introduced NCS for grades R to 12 to provide clearer specification
of what is to be taught and learnt on a term-by-term basis across the country (NCS,
2012).

However, the salaries and benefits of teachers do not reflect society's recognition of

the profession as one that needs complex skills and knowledge (Cherian & Mau,
112





































































































































































































